Some Observations about NYFM Cancels on Printed Matier
By Alex Gundel
Intreduction

Maost studies on the New York Foreign Mail (NYFM) cancels of the years 1870 to 1876 have been guided by
their attractive geometric designs rather than by their usages. The cancels were classified according to their
appearance, and Weiss [10] lists about 250 different designs,

Van Viissingen and Waud [9] have defined NYFM cancels as having been used "for cancelling stamps on meail
onginating in Mew York City destined for foreign countries olher than Canada, They were nol for use on local
mail in the United States or on mail to foreign countries initially mailed at other post offices even though
clearing through New Yaork City™. Weiss [10] adopted this definition in peneral. As he was aware of NYFM
cancels on a small number of domestic covers and on & few covers not originating in New York City he has
softened the definition slightly “...on mail which usually originated in New York City, and was nsually destined
for a foreign country (other than Canada)”, The definition of NYFM cancels is based on the assumptlions that the
Foreign Mail Division was physically separated from the Domestic Mail Division in the Mew York City Post
Office and that all mail was rowted to the appropriate Mail Division.

Weiss noted that some NYFM cancels appear on circulars only. He believed that this is a coincidence. And he
considerad the occurrence of WYFM cancels on domestic covers as the result of misrouting in the process of
mail handling.

Walenti [5, 6, 7, 8] has studied the New York cancels used on both foreign printed matter and domestic circular
mail. He came to the conclusion that foreign and domestic printed matter was processed &t the same desk in the
Mew York City Post Office using cancels that he named New York Circular Mail (NYCM) cancels. While a
census of NYFM covers including circulars has been well developed over the years [9, 10], it seems thal no one
has yet attempted to compile a census of NYCM domestic usages. Valenti reports also new tvpes of WY CM
cancels on foreign printed matter [7].

With thiz article | would like to present some new MY FM printed matler covers including two new types of
NWYFM cancel. Using all available information the N'YFM printed matter census will be expanded by abowt 5085
in relation 1o that of Weiss [ 10].

Furthermore, 1 will provide support to the view of Vabenti [5, 6] that some NYFM cancels ocour exclusively on
printed matter, and show that the join? processing of domestic and foreign printed matter probably ended in 1875
concurrent with the start of the General Postal Union on July 1, 1875 and with the move of the Mew Yark City
Post Office from the former Middle Dutch Church to the new location at City Hall Park. The City Hall Park Post
Office could be occupied on August 25, 1875 [4]. The move of the Mew York City Post Office tw the new sire
may present an important break in the use of NYFM cancels, at [east on printed matter.

To achieve this goal | am using a method that Skinner [3] has proposed who pointed out that new insight may be
gained il a postal history approach is taken when looking at NYFM cancels. This study arranges printed matier
usages in chronological order providing a structure in which observations on the development of the postal
history of NYFM cancels on printed matter can be made,

Firsi, the available information is compiled and analyzed. Forty-seven foreign prinied matter usages ane
described of which ten were previously unlisted and not published in avetion catalogues or sales lists. Sources of
information for this study were monographs [9, 10], articles from philatelic journals [3, 6, 7, &, 11], internact
sales, auction catalogues offering NYTM cancels on printed mamer [ 1, 2] and private collections. Thirmy-five af
the 47 foreign printed matter covers were inspected or a picture of them was available. It is noted that 7 postal
stationery wrappers and 13 postal stationery envelopes are ameng these covers,

WY FM cancels on printed matter are rare, only about 2% of all NYFM covers are printed manter usages, the
ofhers being letters and postal cards, Among these cuncels are attractive geometric as well ns raditionul designs
(Figure 1k In total, 27 different rypes of NYFM cancels have been found on foreign printed matter covers, 22 of

them listed by Weiss |10, 11] and three of them discovered by Valenti [7]. Figures 5 and 7 present covers with
two newly discovered designs that Weiss and Valenti do not list.



The cancels of this study are divided into two groups (compare Figure 1). The first group is comprised of eancels
that are found on foreign circulars and not on letters or postal cards, The second group inchudes those WYFM
designs that appear on numerous letters or postal curds and oceasionally on foreign printed matter.
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Figure | Display of 27 NYFM cancels thar ocour on fireign printed matter, Two groups of NYFA cancels were
Surmed for thy sty The fiest geong s comprised of eameels thay are found on foreien ciecialoes ad mad on

letiers or postal cards. The second group o formed by the NTRM designs, which appear on sumermx leriers or
pastal cords and cecasionally on forelgn prined marer

The drawings of Figure | have been taken from ven Vlissingen and Waod [9], Weiss [10] and Valenti [7]: some
hitve been produced by scanning covers and applying digital image processing techniques o the scans. Thess
filter methods allow to exactly reproduce details of the cincels including the influence of an embossed stamp on
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Table [ Sevemteen NYFAM cancels that appear on forelen prinred marter b mos om fetters or postal cardy The
cancels are arranged according to their period of wre. The Table presents the number of known foreign nsages,
the number of covers which bear the marking "PAID ALL Y and the number of demesiic urages. Fewr of the
Foreigm wsages livted by Weiss comid min be inspecred.

the strike of the killer, The first cancel of the second row may be & Maltese cross in a circle: the caneel is not
fully struck en the only existing cover ( Yalenti, personal communication). The last caneel of the [irst group s
similar o TR-WE [7]

Liroup 10 NYFM cancels found on printed matter and not on letters

Table | contains 26 covers to forcign destinations und 1% or more domestic usages. The cancels arc armranged
acvording to their period of use, The Table has (v sections for cancels used before or afler the establishment of
the Cieneral Postal Union (GPLY) and the move of the New Yaork City Post Office to the City Hall Park site
Citncels with no information sboul the date of use are listed ar the end of the Table -

Table | gives the number of known foreign usages, the number of covers, on which the marking “PAID ALL™ is
aeen, and the number of domestic usages, Some general observations can be made. Al sirikes of the killers are in
hlnek, Mo cover shows @ dated Mew York ity postmark, the dates have been derived from the receiving
marking or from the content. The dates of foreign and domestic usages are remarkably close 1T both dates ane
knowat for a caneel, the receiving date on & foreign cover lags behind the domestic usage by some davs {compare
Table E). The searcity of the cancels of Table | is underlined by the fact that no mare than five savers to foreign
destinations have been found for any of the designs

Muahly, the cancels of Tahle | appear on foreign and domestic usages until mid 1875 This sugpests that
domestic and foreipn circulars were cancelled at the same desk only prior to July 1, 1873 when the GIPL was



established, and prior to the move af the New York Post Office from the Middle Dutch Church building to the
Cily Hall Park location. Valenti |5, 6] calls these cancels Mew York Circular Mail Cancels (NYOCM), There are
maore domestic than foreign covers that bear WY UM cancels.

Cancels used for foreign printed matter after mid 1875 appear neither on domestic eirculars nor on foreign letiers
(Takle 1), This indicates that foreign and domestic printed matter were handled scparaiely now. Conseguently,
this wroup of cancels could be called New York Foreign Circular Mail (NYFCM) cancels. They occur at least
until 1878 and were replaced by simplex cancels with nuembers but withow dace. Double oval cancels were
introduced in 179,

A newly discovered newspaper wrapper with RE-S6 is shown in Figure 2. The three newspaper wrappers of
Tahle | belong to the same comespondence from MNew York City to the “Internationale Credit en
Handelsvereenipung™ in Rotrerdam, Holland. The RE-S6 wrapper i% one of nine WYFM printed matter usages
that show a red one-line New York postmark “PALI ALL™
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o

Figure 2: Newspaper wrapper (W57 LPSS (330 with o clover cancel (RE-S6) The reverse shows an arrival
morkerg of Apeil ¥, 1874

Thie nal ene-line PAID ALL marking appears on seven pre-GPL covers and on one undated cover of Table 1.
The one-line PAID ALL murking was applied at the NY Foreign Mail Division w indicate that the printed mattet
postage had been fully paid to the destinalion. These cancels were used only before the GPL wenl into clfoe
because the conventions that the 1 5. had with sther governments required that fully paid mail be marked as
“paid all”, which included not only letiers but also printed maner. Ussally this requirement was et at the
exchange office by incorporating “paid all™ in the dated postmark. THowever, since dated postmarks were not
usid on printcd matler, a separate PAID ALL handstamp met this requirement. The GPU niles did not roguine
the PALD ALL marking amy maone.

There are four covers used until 1875 that do not show a PAID ALL marking, The two covers with UNC-7

{ Trinidud} and TR-WT {Guadeloupe) were indeed not paid 1o the destination and bear due markings applicd an
incoming foreign circulars at e detination, The other two covers (RE-F3 sl GE-U6 ) were mailed to England,
The L5 =LK conventions of TRER/TRED did not require PAIL ALL markings. Alse the undated cover (Natal)
with a new TR-W that is similar Lo TR-WE shows a due marking,

The next three figures present later MYFM designs of Table | on covers that do not show a PAID ALL marking.
Fhe (GE-CE cover in Figure 3 was mailed to Gomaeny in | 876, Figure 4 peesents the second krown GEAC10
cover. It was mailed to Feance 2nd received there in Aprl 1877,

The cover shown in Figure 5 comes from a serics of seven covers (all UIPSS 324 1o the same address, Four of
these covers anc shown in Fiperes 55, 6 and 7. Two of the covers are undated (Figures & end 73, the other dates



are: TR-C1 {Group 2 in Figuee 1) received on 042576 and on 042377 (different types). GE-C8 (Group | in
Figure 1) received on 067237, TR-WIE (Group 2 in Figune |} received on 07/26/76 and on DB26/76. These
receiving dates suggest that it is a monthly printed matter mailing from a single seader that arrived betweer the
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Figure 3. Double sieike of GE-UR on postal stationery cover (U142, UPSS $24) 10 Saxony, Geemany, There b5 o
receiving murking on the reverse (23776), Nate that the cover does not show a PAID ALEL markeng,
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Figure 40 Dowble strike of GE-CT0 on postad statiomery envelope (17182, UPSS 324) mailed to France Left to
the NYEM cancel there (s a red French marking with "ET -UNIS SERV. ALLEM ' of Apeil 1877,

23" and 26* of each month. Since there is at least one cover with an undisputed NYFM cancel; i.e GE-CR, |

believe tha the same company posted all covers from New York 10 Saxony, The two undated covers presented
in Figures 5 and 7 show so far unreponed NYFM cancels,

Ceroup 2: NYFM cancels foumd on letters and also on printed matter
Now | would like to compare the NYFM cancels of Table | with the other 21 foreign printed maner wsapes thar
also form a distingt growp (Table 2). This group comprises nine designs that are found mainly on lefters and
pestal cards in contrast to thise of Table 1. Printed metter usages present a minorty of the covers,

Tarhle 2 Tists abers S0 Fetbers and pestal cards showing ondy nine diffcrent designs. The cancels are armnged



,

Figure 5. 8o far nnreeorded traditional wedge cancel (New TR-B) on poctel statimrery cover (00402, PSS 2245
to Bavomy, Cermany (ndated).

according 10 their period of use on printed matter, There are between | and 1171 letrer wsages [ 10] and only
small number of printed mamer covers, Only a single domestic use is known within this group (TR-C1 duplexed
with NY date stamp on a letter |10, page 282]). The cancels were introduced between 1870 and 1875 but the first
printed matter usage is of October 1875,

For the subseguent discussion it is helpful to recall thar van Viissingen and Waud [9] have introduced the
concept of design tamilies. A design family comprises cancels produced by different dewices with common
characteristics. The cover ceasws [ 10] docs not always differentiate between family members bt it seems
ohvious that different devices must have been used for cancelling letters and printed matter if there is 3 gap of
several years between letier and printed meatter usages, e.g. for TR-C1 and TR-C4. The cancels used on printed
matier wre MYTCM eancels and they were applied in the new City Park Hall Post Offtce.

Only one of the covers, the TR-C'1 wrapper, shows a one-linc PAID ALL marking. The wrapper is undated and |
suppase that a device of the family TR-CT was used on primted matter prior to the establishment of the GPL,
This TR-C1 is probahly a NYCM cancel. [t is noted that two stamps have been memoved fFom the TR-CH
NEWSpAPEr WIlpper.

Table 2 Nine NYEM cancels thar have been found on foreign printed maiter amd on lesters or postal curds. The
cancely ure arvanged according to their period of printed matter use. The Table gives the number of kaown
foreign printed matter wsages and the mumber of lettees and pastal cards. in addition, the period of e on letiers
or postal cards is presented The letter fin brackels marks a family of desipns; seven oul gf the sine designs are
Serrifies o concels

Feriad of Printed knowin Printed Period of ©3her L ses known (Other

Yaner Lse Maptier L sises | sases

GE-EP3 () | 10/0R/75 [6] T 04/26/75 — 0426777 | 111

TR-WI (| 03720076 - (82676 [ 3 ) 0470270 — 120976 | 54
CTRCI(D D4/25/76 OGAO1TE | 944 not seen), | 011570 - 1172274 54
| e wrappeT { :
TR-WI3 (D) | W276 - 080279 12 inot seeny, 1 102070 - D5/ 1378 | 68

= | weapper|lD] = '

TR-CA(f) | 10/0578 | 2 (1 not seen) 1000670 114571 | 13 |
| GE-ENS | 037191 |1 (wrapper [10]) | 03/10/75 - 052875 | 13 :
TR-G30 (1) | Undated ) == 092070 — 120673 | 11

FR-WIT () | Undated "1 (not seen) 020274 - 052578 | 49 =
GE-EP4 | Undated | (wrapper [21) | 1215075 - 090776 | 40




The printed matter usages of Table 2 are characterized as late usages within the respective desipn family. The
first cancel in the Table, GE-EP3, seems 1o be an exception. Since severs! GE-EP3 cancetling devices have been
used ulso concurrently [10] it might be possible that the printed matter cover presents a hute use of an carly
device, | have no better explanation for the existence of the GE-EP3 circular cover if the dafe 15 cormect; Weiss
[10] lists the cover as a [10/08/76 usage, Notably, Weiss {10 reports a 2c brown Scott 210 of 1883 with 2 GE-
EF.

SeR— L. E__1

Figure & FTR-WIE on postal siationery cover (U3, UPSS 323) to Saxeny, German v There Is @ recetving
murkirg un the reverse (826°76),

Figure 6 shows an example of TR-W1 of August 1876 {received August 26). TR-W1 is a family of seven or
mon cancelling deviees with charscteristic differences [10]. The ore shown here is TR-WI L. and the cover of
Figure 6 presents the katest known usage for this family member, Weiss [10] lists also a printed matter cover
with & red TR-W I F to Mexice, the only known red NYFM cancel on printed marer (03/20/76). A later usage of
TE-WIF (050276} exists in black ona letier,

TR-C1 presemts another family of different cancelling devices. All dated printed maner usages are later than the
lestter and postal cand usages, Howewer, there is one TR-C1 that was applied to a German round-the-warld
posteard in 1879 [10, page 280] Type TR-WI6 has been integrated into TR-C1 for this study since 1 think the
difference is not large enough to exclude TR-W 16 from the family TR-C1: this does not influence the
conclusions of this study.

TR-C4 was used on printed marter again later than on letters. In addition, the device used on printed matter is
different from that wsed on letters, Finally, the wrapper showing GE-LMS presents the latest usage of any NYFM
cancel under consideration except of the above mentioned 2 brown of 1§83,

It reimains o discuss TR-W 13 which again presents a family of different wincelling deviees, The [879 usage is
the latest known but vince | have not seen the wrapper usage of 1876 it cannot be said whether 2 cancelling
device has been used on the wrapper that has been used for letters at the same fime.

For three designs anly zn undated printed matter usape is known, Sinee the cover with TR-G30 {Figure 7}
belanes to the shove mentioned cormespondence it was used probably in 1876 or 1877, Morcover, it is a postal
stationery envelope of the Plimpton issue of 1874 issued afler TR-G30 wias used on leflers Therefore, the printed
matier usage again presents the latess use of TR-G30.

In summary, the forcign printed maner covers of the second group of cancels show mainly very lute usages of
the respective family of cancels: At leest samye of the traditional cancels have been applicd by special devices
thal were notl used for letters and !l under the estezory of NYFCM cancels.

A stated sbove the domestic usages of Table 1 are circular usages. One might ask 41 this point ahout the other
domestic covers with NYFM known to Weiss [10] and Valenti [5]. Besides the letter usage of TR-C1 there arc
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Flgrure 7 Ko far wnrecorded troditional grid eancel (TR-G30) on postad stationery cover (U142 UPSS 324)
Saxony, (iermeany fwsdaed),

domestic covers with cancels $T-8F1 |, GE-ENG and ST-RP10), which | have not seen on foreign printed mates
and, therefore, pre not displayed here,

The cancel ST-BP1 1 scems to present an exception. It is found 00 numerous foreign covers, on throe local covers
duplexcd with a postmark and on scveral domestic printed mater covers concurtent with the use on foreign
letters, | have no explanation for the wee of ST-8P11,

The situation with the other two cancels, GE-EN6 and ST-8P10, which are known on domestic mail, is different,
ST-8P10 is common on foreign mail until 04/10:-75 and there are several undated domestic Ic covers. GE-ENG is
known on nine foreign Tetiers until | 1224774, on a circular with no postmark but dsted 1272774 and on an undabed
circular. These facts pot the two cancels in a special position and it would be very interesting 1o find more dated
circular usapes (o domestic and perhaps also foreign destinations,

Conclusion

The expanded NYFM printed manter ccnsus helped 1o demonstrate that the period of NYCM cancels that were
wwed for domestic and fircipn printed matter seems 1o end prios 1o the establishment of the GPU and prior 1o the
maove of the New York City Post Office to the City Hall Park building. NYCM cancels do not appear on letter

Tl

Most of the NYFM cancels that occur on printed matter after mid 1875 are neither soen 0n domestic circulars nar
on forcign letters. New York Forcign Circular Mail (NYFCM) cancels may be a proper term for this subgroup of
NYTM Lillers, On some printed matier covers, strikes of NYFM cancels appear afler the period when they ocur

an [etters,

Thres covers possibly do not fit into this picture of printed matter usages. They show the cancels GE-EP3, TR-
WIF (red) and TR-W13. These cancels arc from design families thar are not fully analyzed and, therefore, i
cannit be excluded that they appear also on betiers

Cerainly, NYFM printed matter covers exist that are not included in this discussion, | would be grateful if
readers could provide information shout sdditional covers, in particular if the covers contradict the conclusions
of this discussion. The author can be contacted by email (Alexander Gundel@DLR.DE) or by mail (Mainzer Sir
76, H0678 Cologne, Germany),
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