The Libyan S}Ibll

Six Deflmtwes of Italian Libya
1924 - 1943

This exhibit is a traditional study of six definitive
values with a common design from the Italian col-
ony of Libya.

In 1922, the Italian colonial office issued a new bi-
color set of definitives for the colonial provinces and
territories in Libya. This definitive series came to be
known as the Pittorica.

Almost immediately there was a need for new val-  Michelangelo’s painting of the Libyan Sybil from
ues because of rate changes. This need produced the Sistine Chapel that was the basis of the design.
four values with a new monochromatic design
showing the Michelangelo’s Libyan Sybil from the
Sistine Chapel ceiling. These values of 20, 40, and 60
centesimi and 2 lire went on sale in the colonies in
April, 1924.

Technically at that time, there was no governmental -

entity called Libya, but rather the colonies of Trip- '

olitania and Cyrenaica, with capitals of Tripoli and

Benghazi, respectively. In 1934, they were united Above, plate proofs of 20 c and 2 L

into a single colony under the Libya name. Pre-production material for these issues is
virutally unknown.

Initially these stamps were produced in the state

printing office in Turin, but by 1926 all production

had moved to Rome. Changes in perforation equipment in both Turin and Rome produced
several perforation varieties.

More rate changes created the need for new values. In January, 1931, the 1,75 and 2,55 lire Sybil
values were issued.

These definitives remained in use until the final occupation of Libya by British forces in the
north, and French Africa forces in the south in January, 1943. The long life of the issues spanned
five different rate periods, so the stamps could pay several different rates over that period.

In 1943, the French overprinted a tiny number of seized Libyan stamps for use (mainly phila-
telic!) in the sparsely populated occupied territory of Fezzan and the southern Sahara. This
included some of the Sybils. In the north, the British inventoried the captured stocks of stamps
and destroyed them.



The Issued Stamps

Two additional values placed on sale in January, 1931.

Below, 1941 philatelic-inspired cover showing all six Sybils and three other Pitforica values.
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The Ple;tes

A total of eleven plates were
used to print these values,
ranging from 4 for the 20
cents. to only one for the
2,00 L and 2,55 L. Stamps
were printed in sheets of
100 (10 x10).
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The paper has a watermark
in the left and right mar-
gins reading MINISTERO
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DEL TESORO. The stamps
themselves have no water-
mark.

Three digit plate numbers appear in the
upper left corner. A variety of marginal
inscriptions were used. The 1,75 L block
above shows part of “INSTITUTO POLI-
GRAFICO DELLO STATO at the top.
Right, this impert at top single shows a
part of FRANCOBOLLI POSTALI DA

CENTESIMI 60.




Perforations

Changes in perforating equipment created several varieties.

Horizontal comb perf 14 x 13-3/4. This was the format of the initial issues printed in Turin. The
equipment was later sent to Rome and used for stamps printed there.

Linear perf 13-3/4. These were produced by new perforating equipment installed in Turin
in late 1924. '

Linear perf 14. Produced by The 1931 issues were only produced with
equipment used in Rome in 1929. comb perf 14 x 13-3/4.
For these six issues, it appears
only on the 20 cents.



Perforation Errors

OFFITIM

60 cents. impert at left.

60 cents. impert at top.

20 cents. impert at top.

Fakes. The quality control on these stamps was not the best. Poor centering with large uneven mar-
gins occurred. Trimming one or both sides of perforations immediately creates an “imperf.” Singles
can only be verified as imperf if the margin is greater than 4 mm.

French Forces Overprint

By February 1943, Free French forces under
General DeClerc occupied Fezzan in south-
ern Libya (mainly several oases in the des-
ert). The French overprinted a small quan-
tity of stamps. 1728 copies of the 20 cents.
Sybil were overprinted and revalued to 3
francs.




Usage 20 cents.

F - During the lifetime
= of these stamps, the
colonies were consid-
ered part of Italy, and
domestic rates applied
between Libya and
Italy.

perf 14 x 13-3/4

13 February 1942
Tripoli to Argegno, Italy

5-word card rate

-~

Ediz. F. Fichera - Tripoll - “La Cartok
Coreo Vittorio Emanuzle 1IN

perf 11
29 April 1927
Leptis Magna to Bologna, Italy
5-word card rate

oot Z

perf 11 and
perf 14 x 13-3/4
Both perf types on same
cover is uncommon.
13 December 1926 .
Tripoli to Genoa
40 cents. written card rate




20 cents.

perf 11
28 November 1936
Murzuk to Trieste, Italy
50 cents. domestic letter rate
Covers from Fezzan and the
southern Sahara are
not common.

perf 14 x 13-3/4
23 May 1931
Citta’ di Tripoli to Genoa

50 cents letter rate

Cancelled by the
mobile post office on
the steamship Citta’ di

Tripoli

DiTTA PIET RO APRILE

IMPORTAZIONE ESPORTAZIONL
Via Generale Briccole - BENGASI| - Casella Postale 117

Spett/
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Usage

20 cents.
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Below, perf 14 x 13-3/4
18 July 1941, Homs to Germany

Incorrectly paid at domestic air rate (50 cents. domestic letter + 50 cents. air surcharge).

[talian and German censor marking and tapes on reverse.




40 cents.
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perf 11
18 September 1926
Tripoli to Genoa, Italy
forwarded to suburb
of Milan
40 cents. written card rate

T /%-m
Aorka fres Yiresncale

perf 11
12 October 1929
Tripoli to Genoa

90 cents. Registered Card
(30 cents. post card +
60 cents. open letter

registration fee)
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Usage 40 cents.

perf 11
10 October 1938
Tripoli to Lardirago, Italy
50 cents. domestic letter rate

= RIPRODUZIONE VIETATA

EDIZIONE AULA E BRAGONT

1%

Gl §

perf 11
20 October 1928
Tripoli to Dresden, Germany
75 cents. foreign post card rate

10



60 cents.

perf 14 x 13-3/4
19 December 1925
Tripoli to Prato, Italy
60 cents. domestic letter rate

perf 14 x 13-3/4
3 May 1925
Tripoli to New York
60 cents. foreign post card rate

perf 11
2 April 1927
Berka to Reims, France
60 cents. underpays
75 cents. foreign card rate
deficiency converted to francs
and doubled.




60 cents.

Al I° Capitano Ing.

« Alberto Diena,

Via oria
MCCOMHNDﬁTﬂ a Vittory Colonng

ROMA

perf14x 13 3/4
22 April 1936
Military Office No. 109 to Rome
1,75 lire registered domestic letter
(50 cents. domestic letter + 1,25 lire registration fee)

perf 11
3 March 1928
Tripoli to Malta
1,25 lire foreign letter rate




Usage

24 Jan 1934
Barce to Campolongo
del Friuli, Italy
1,75 lire registered
domestic letter
(50 cents. domestic
letter + 1,25 lire regis-
tration fee)

1,75 Lire
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4394

H,E, Sieger
Friedrichshafeu 2/B
Germania

29 May 1933
Tripoli to
Friedrichshafen,
Germany
Registered
Zeppelin Airmail
(1,25 lire foreign let-
ter + 1,50 lire foreign
registration fee +
5,00 lire zeppelin
surcharge)



4 May 1935
perf 14 x 13-3/4
Tripoli to Sao Paulo, Brazil
Transatlantic Airmail
(1,25 lire foreign letter +
7,00 lire airmail surcharge)

Transported by air-sea-air
route, using a ship for the
Dakar - Natal Transatlantic
crossing. Air France trans-
ocean flights were sporadic
at the time.

2,00 Lire

perf 14 x 13-3/4
28 Sept 1936
Tripoli to Rome
2,00 lire Domestic
Airmail
(50 cents. domestic
letter + 3 x 50 cents.
per 5 grams airmail
surcharge)




perf 14 x 13-3/4
3 May 1941
Tripoli to Catania, Italy; 4,00 lire Registered Airmail Express
(50 cents. domestic letter + 1,25 lire registration fee + 1,25 lire express fee + 2 x 50 cents per
5 grams airmail surcharge)
At left, Italian censor ‘25’ in circle and tape, purple seal on reverse
4,00 L = (0,50 per 10 grams)

2,00 Lire




Usage

2,55 Lire

16

13 August 1942
Tripoli to Military Office No. 85 out of Benghazi.
Very late for a letter to Benghazi. By August 1942, the city had changed hands five times.
The 2,55 lire value is the most difficult to find used on cover.




