3AKA3HOE - Registration in czarist Russia

In 1872 the registered letter (3aka3noe) replaced the
insured letter (ctpaxosoe) in the Russian Empire. This collection
gives a survey of the registration within Russia and in Russian
post offices abroad up to 1918.

Up to 1898 there were no labels or marks used to identify
registered items sent within Russia. On the cover only
registration number and weight were noted.

Insured mail abroad existed since 1845 and was organized
by bilateral conventions. Rates and handling were unified with
the foundation of the GPU / UPU in 1875. To make registered mail identifiable for foreign
postal administrations different postmarks were used up to 1898.

In 1899 throughout Russia registration labels came into use. This was the start of several
measures to make registered mail within Russia and abroad more safe and more convenient for
the customer. Such economical ways of registration have been the use of numerator postmarks,
machine registration, or the use of « 3 » and « R » labels for registration within Russia and
abroad, respectively. This parallel system for Russia and abroad is most clearly visible in the
so called « double registration » when Cyrillic and Roman registration marks or labels have
been combined with each other.

During World War | the situation of the postal services deteriorated dramatically.
Increasing rates reflected the decline of the rouble and the great need of the state for financial
resources. In addition, the well-organized system for the characterization of registered items
collapsed due to the shortage of materials - provisional rubber stamps and handwritten marks
determined the picture.

The Russian registration system had some peculiarities unknown in other countries. This
included self-registration in private books, registration in the letter box, but also registration in
special post offices located in rural zemstvo administrations, pharmacies, shops, or hotels.

This collection gives in its two first parts a survey of the registration up to 1898
within Russia and abroad, respectively, putting some emphasis on the rates in force. In a
third part one can find the diversity of marks and labels which were used since 1899 to
characterize registered mail. The situation during the First World War is described in
part 4, while registration in special post offices is depicted in the last part. Due to space
limitations this presentation will not deal with Acknowledgments of receipt, money letters,
or cash on delivery.

Therefore, the collection is divided as follows: Frame no. Page no.
1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 | 2-16
2. Registration abroad up to 1898 2 17-32
3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914 3-4 33-56
4, Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 4-5 57-80
3. Registration in special post offices 6-8 81-128

The most remarkable items in this collection are highlighted with a R



1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 —1 loth, 10 + 10 + 5 =25 Kop.
1.1. Tariff of January 1%, 1872

Registration within Russia was introduced on January 1%, 1872. 10 Kop. had to be paid for
each loth (~13 gr.), in addition 10 Kop. registration fee, and 5 Kop. for the confirmation
(receipt, Pocnincka). Registration rates were reduced with the GPU rate to 8 Kop. settled 1874
in Bern and further down to the UPU tariff of 7 Kop. after the 1878 Paris meeting. This last
tariff was left unchanged until World War I. With few exceptions, within Russia no
registration signs aside the handwritten registration number and the weight in loth were used.
In general, the sender noted « 3akazHoe » on the item.
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envelope from
Moscow to St.

Petersburg, sent
June 12, 1874.

In principal,
additional stamps
on registered
postal stationary
were not allowed,
but here the letter

passed.




1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 —2 loth, 2*10 + 10 + 5 = 35 Kop.
1.1. Tariff of January 1%, 1872 —3 loth, 3*10 + 10 + 5 =45 Kop.
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Top : Registered cover from Tiraspol to Odessa, sent April 18, 1874. Bottom : Registered cover from Zhitomir
to the court in Kamenets — Podolskiy, sent September 3, 1873. Four color franking.
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1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 —6 loth, 6*10 + 10 + 5 = 75 Kop. (top)

1.1. Tariff of January 1%, 1872 —5 loth, 5*10 + 10 + 5 = 65 Kop. (bottom)
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Top : Registered cover from Letichev to the court in Kamenets-Podolskiy sent April 18, 1873. The weight of six
loth was marked on the top left. Bottom : Registered cover from Olgopol to the court in Kamenets-Podolskiy sent
November 26, 1874. The weight of five loth was noted with « 5 L » on the left. Both 30 Kop. stamps are
vertically laid copies.



1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 —3 loth, 3*8 + 10 + 5 = 39 Kop. (top)
1.2. Tariff of June 19, 1875 —2 loth, 2*8 + 10 + 5 = 31 Kop. (bottom)

This second registration rate became valid due to the foundation of the GPU and was composed
of 8 Kop. for each loth, while 10 Kop. registration fee and 5 Kop. for the confirmation were
unchanged. Again there are only handwritten registration numbers and weight notes.
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Top : Registered cover from Yampol to Kamenets-Podolskiy sent November 23, 1878 with a weight of three loth.
Bottom : Registered cover from the horse-drawn carriage station Zarbovetz in Podolia (see section 5.2.) to
Ushchitza sent August 26, 1878. A very rare registration with this prephilatelic two-line datestamp.



1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 —4 loth, 4*8 + 10 + 5 =47 Kop.
1.2. Tariff of June 19, 1875
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Registered cover from Balta to the court in Kamenetz — Podolski, sent January 30, 1879.



55 Kop.

—5loth, 5*8 +10+5

Registration within Russia up to 1898

1.2. Tariff of June 19, 1875
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Registered letter from Bratslav to Kamenetz — Podolski from September 2, 1878 with a weight of five

loth.



95 Kop.

p to 1898 —10 loth, 10*8 + 10 + 5

Registration within Russia u

1.

1.2. Tariff of June 19, 1875
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1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 —1 loth, 7+ 7 = 14 Kop.
1.3. Tariff of March 20, 1879

This rate was valid for 35 years until the beginning of World War I. 7 Kop. had to be paid per
loth and in addition 7 Kop. for the registration fee. The fee for the registration receipt was

abolished.
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Registered stationery envelope from Sereda in the Moscow Gubernia to Moscow itself, sent April 10,
1895.
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Registered stationery envelope dispatched at the post office in the Baltic railway station of St.
Petersburg and sent to Narva on June 3, 1893.

Rare case of the use of a Finnish stationery in Russia proper.



1. Registration within Russia up to 1898
1.3. Tariff of March 20, 1879
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—1 loth, 7+ 7= 14 Kop.
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1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 —2 loth, 2*7 + 7= 21 Kop.
1.3. Tariff of March 20. 1879

Pl

é—{)z,-t? %’1 el oo g,.lc'«a/ ettt et 6 WL%

"/(if:e'* (4;;<1‘_7 0¢4u4 l_A/'fMttJA.A:% G' tora a_:.--.c‘_%/ l‘ll
/\

1}9

%/—1 7 AL Bt A > ? [ BN BTN S
( "“"":'/"‘-ﬂ»l-‘t.-l_-tﬁ& '

(f/rf/ﬂ/fﬁ(z jr., 4 —H

WA/{ //{/)u “seect //// R 7("? //#/ﬁ:’7

/ﬂ(((’//f(’(r(///l'f(//(/C/((cg,'.
e ) £
Vi / (Dt 2rvac &
2

/ U A Yyt e pe _///’/f’/"/z(/r/ffcvr
» /( f ,; “’
//f?(f’f' P’/({ff/z///a—” b 0 GV P E
/{( f/f,(f‘ A’(C el et et etIET é 1-“%{——-
(2
/f/// _/éf(t.4 //(IM;(;}W’Pt-&-—'

L /7{[‘,! L by @& I cﬂ—é(’(—-}
®

@




1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 —2 loth, 2*7 + 7 =21 Kop.
1.3. Tariff of March 20, 1879
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1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 —3 loth, 3*7 + 7 = 28 Kop. (top)
1.3. Tariff of March 20. 1879 —2 loth, 2*7 + 7 =21 Kop. (bottom)
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1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 —9 loth, 9*7 + 7 =70 Kop.
1.3. Tariff of March 20, 1879

o Front (x 0.75)
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Cover of the 9" weight rate from Arkhangelsk to St. Petersburg sent May 20, 1899. Handwritten weight
note « 9 1 » and provisional registration label « 239 » on the top left. The rate was paid with a block of
ten of the 7 Kop. definitive.

A fine usage of the short lived labels which were primarily only used in the year 1899 (see section 3.1.),
in addition from such a remote place, used on a heavy cover to the St. Petersburg court.

Ex collection Harry von Hofmann.



1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 A= 2
1.3. Tariff of March 20, 1879 \SLKA HO EJ

Registered items within Russia up to 1898 did normally show no registration marks in
contrast to those sent abroad.

The only exception is the use of a « ZAKAZNOE » mark in St. Petersburg between 1887and
1892 (Baillie & Peel type 8B2A.v2). This mark looks similar to that one used for registered
mail abroad (see section 2.3.) and that for incoming registered mail.
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Registered stationery envelope dispatched from the 1™ Expeditija in St. Petersburg, sent to Narva on
March 17, 1887. This is the earliest use of this mark on registered mail sent within Russia.

Very rare use of the « ZAKAZNOE » mark within Russia. Only twelve items known (Berger,
DZRP 92 (2010) 17-21).



1. Registration within Russia up to 1898 3+10+5=18 Kop.
1.4. Local registered letter: tariff of June 19, 1875
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Local registered cover within Kamenetz-Podolski, sent November S, 1877. There was no weight
dependence of the postage for local letters.

There are only two local registered letters known to me in that tariff period.




2

Registration abroad up to 1898

2.1. Insured letters without Russian registration marks

Registration abroad was possible after the postal treaty between Russia and Prussia, which
came into force on June 1%, 1845 (see Berger, DZRP 100 (2014) 12-28). Within Russia these
items were sealed with wax and transported with the Heavy Post (« Fahrpost ») as insured
letters, while they were handled abroad as registered items. Up to about 1865 there were no
Russian marks showing that the respective item was sent insured. Handwritten notions of the
sender like « Recommandirt » were added to gap this lack.
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Russian wax seal « HEPEXTEHCKOM [TOYT. KOHT. » -
Nerekhta post office
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Insured cover from Nerekhta (September 12, 1855) to the court in Mergentheim in Wiirttemberg, Germany (October
7. 1855). Nerekhta departure postmark, Prussian railway datestamp and registration mark, and Mergentheim arrival
postmark. Presumably the cover of a German colonist asking for documents.

The rate calculation gives the different components for Russia and the German-Austrian Postal Union (GAPU), 20
Kop. is the rate for an insured letter within Russia (twice the simple fee, weight-dependent as usual for insured
letters), 10 Kop. or 3 Sgr. is the simple letter fee within the GAPU to Wiirttemberg, and 3 Kop. is the Russian
receipt fee. However, the Prussian registration surtaxe (a fixed fee independent of the weight) of 2 Sgr. / 7 Kop. is
missing. Registered items had to be paid in advance, Russia and Prussia both got a registration fee, no use of

Russian stamps possible.



2. Registration abroad up to 1898
2.1. Insured letters without Russian registration marks

Reverse (x 0.75)
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Insured cover from Mohilev-Podolskiy (August 11, 1860) to Paris (September 2, 1860) with multiple Russian,
Austrian, and French marks. This is one of the extremely rare registered covers sent abroad where only Austrian.
no Prussian services were involved (only eight out of 59 covers between 1849-1875; Berger, DZRP 100 (2014)
12-28).

Departure postmark of Mohilev-Podolskiy, Russian transit postmark «I'VCATMHD . 15 AUGUST .
HUSSIATYN », Austrian datestamps of Hussiatyn, Lemberg, Krakau and « RUSSIE » mark, French entry
datestamp in Erquelines, « CHARGE » mark and poste restante arrival datestamp.

The rate calculation gives the different components for Russia, Austria and France for this 1™ weight rate cover.
Russia gets 20 Kop. (twice the simple fee, weight-dependent also for insured letters via Austria), 36" Kop. for
GAPU and France, and 2 Kop. Russian receipt fee. The 36% Kop. are composed of 10 Kop. (= |5 Kr. Austrian
currency) for the Austrian part, 10 Kop. Austrian fixed registration surtaxe (also weight-independent in Austria as
usual for registered items) and 16% Kop. French postage fee. No French registration fee was included by error.



2. Registration abroad up to 1898
2.1. Insured letters without Russian registration marks

Reverse (x 0.75)

Weight of
cover: 14/10 =

Insured cover from Odessa (December 15, 1861) to Marseille (January 8, 1862) with multiple Russian, Prussian,

and French marks.
Rhomboid Odessa harbor postmark and « Franco », Prussian « Recommandirt » marks in black and red, « Aus

Russland Franco » and « Breslau-Berlin », French entry datestamp « Prusse-Valenciennes », « P.D.» and

« Chargé », as well as timbre descriptif de chargement of the TPO Paris-Dijon.
The rate calculation gives the different components for Russia, Prussia and France for this 2™ weight

rate cover. Russia gets 40 Kop. (twice the double fee for the insured cover, weight-dependent), Prussia
gets 20 Kop. or 6 Sgr. and France 32% Kop., respectively, for the double-weight cover. 6% Kop. (= 2
Sgr.) are the fixed Prussian registration fee and 2 Kop. are the Russian receipt fee. No French

registration fee was included by error.



2. Registration abroad up to 1898

2.1. Insured letters without Russian registration marks

Russian wax seal
« TIOI'PAH MOYT. KOHTOPLI
'YCATHH » -

Border Post Office Hussiatyn

French wax seal
« POSTES # STRASBOURG A
PARIS 2° »

Reverse (x 0.75)
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Insured cover from Hussiatyn, Ukraine (March 10, 1869) to Dijon (March 29, 1869) with multiple Russian,
Austrian, and French markings. Hussiatyn (russ. I'VCSTHH) is situated at the river Zbruch. The western part of
this village belonged to the Austrian Empire, the eastern part to Russia.

The origin of this item is presumably the Russian part of Hussiatyn. The Russian datestamp « 'YCATUHD - 10
MZRZ 69 . HUSSIATYN » can also be found as transit postmark on mail dispatched in Russia. However,
two Russian wax seals « [TOI'PAH TOYT KOHTOPbI T'YCSATHH » suggest that the cover was posted at
the frontier post office at Hussiatyn. The trilingual postmark « RECOMMANDIRT - CHARGE -
CTPAXOBOE » (Crpaxosoe means insured) is one of the earliest Russian marks related to registration.
Austrian « RUSSIE. », « A. — P.D. » (Autriche — Port payé jusqu’a Destination) and « Chargé » postmarks as
well as « WIEN — RECOMMAND. » datestamp. French entry datestamp, two additional wax seals
« POSTES # STRASBOURG PARIS 2° » and timbre descriptif de chargement of the TPO Strasbourg -
Paris.

With the new postal treaty between Russia and Austria, which came into force on January 28, 1866, the rates
were strongly decreased, the registration fee became also in Russia independent from the weight and it had to
be paid only once in the country of dispatch. Thus, in Russia the insured letter abroad became more similar to
registered letter in a Western European style than to the insured letter within Russia (Berger, DZRP 100
(2014) 12-28). The rate calculation gives 7 Kop. for the postage plus the fixed fee of 7 Kop. for the
registration for Russia. In addition there are 29 Kop. summing up 7 Kop. for Austria (= 10 Kr. Austrian
currency) and 22 Kop. for France plus 5 Kop. for the Russian receipt.



S AR (PEKOMEHAOBAHO)
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In order to identify insured mail abroad as such, different marks were used in Russia. The first
type was used after the new postal treaties with Prussia and Austria in 1866 and it showed the
word « REKOMENDOVANO ». which is a russified form of the French "Recommandé”. It
was used up to ~1878. Until the end of 1874 the postage had to be paid in cash and no stamps
were affixed.

Reverse (x 0.75)

Insured cover from Odessa to Gotha sent on January 30, 1869. Russian marks « REKOMENDOVANO » and
« FRANKIROVANO » (Paid), transit « RECOMMANDIRT - WIEN » and Thurn & Taxis arrival postmark of
Gotha (February 18). There is no rate calculation, the handwritten « f10 » gives the 10 Kr. Weiterfranko for Austria.
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Insured cover from Moscow to Paris sent on September 11, 1870. It was sent by a Frenchman to his mother in
law, arrived on September 29 outside Paris which was besieged by the Prussians. It was returned (handwritten
« Retour & I'envoyeur») and arrived back in Moscow on September 22. On the front the mark
« REKOMENDOVANO » in red. Red is the standard color of the « REKOMENDOVANO » mark between
1870 and 1874 (Berger DZRP 92 (2010) 17-21).
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Reverse (x 0.75)

Insured cover from Moscow to Colombier (Switzerland) sent on July 6, 1873. Russian mark

« REKOMENDOVANO » in red and two Moscow dispatch datestamps, Prussian « Aus Russland iiber
Bur XI Edk. Brg.— Franco » of the exchange office at Eydtkuhnen-Bromberg and pronged
« Recommandirt », four Swiss TPO, transit and arrival datestamps (July 22, 1873).
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Reverse (x 0.75)

Insured cover from Odessa to London sent on March 28, 1875. Russian marks « REKOMENDOVANO »
and « OPLATSHENO » (Received), sent via Prussia with London arrival datestamps (April 6, 1875).

Since January 1875 and thus prior to the GPU, insured mail abroad had to be franked fully by stamps
(Berger, DZRP 100 (2014) 12-28). Only eight franked insured covers are known prior to the GPU.
First weight rate cover, postage 5 Kop. for Russia, 5 Kop. for Germany and 6 Kop. for Belgium and Great
Britain plus 7 Kop. fixed registration surcharge and 5 Kop. receipt fee, in total 28 Kop.
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Insured cover sent from Swiss consulate in Riga to Riiti, canton Glarus, Switzerland on June 10, 1875.
The envelope had to be franked with stamps, but old bilateral rates were still in use. Russian mark
« REKOMENDOVANO », German preliminary registration label applied in transit, Ziirich - Glarus
TPO and Glarus arrival datestamps (June 26, 1875).

The 82 kopek rate equates to a quintuple weight rate, with fivefold 5 Kop. for Russia, fivefold 5 Kop.
for Germany and fivefold 4 Kop. for Switzerland plus 7 Kop. fixed Russian registration surcharge and
5 Kop. receipt fee.

This item was dispatched nine days prior to the introduction of the GPU rates. Only eight franked
insured covers are known between January 1875 and prior to the GPU (June 18, 1875 for all members
except France and December 19, 1875 for France, respectively).

Ex collections Gordon Torrey and Sylvain Wyler.



2. Registration abroad up to 1898 G’EKUMEH&OBAHO)
2,2, « REKOMENDOVANQ » _— —

Insured cover from St. Petersburg to Bordeaux sent on July 16, 1875. This item was mailed while Russia was
already member of the GPU while France did not join earlier than January 1%, 1876. Thus the letter had to be
franked with stamps, but the old bilateral treaties were still in use. Russian mark « REKOMENDOVANO » and
French mark « R ». Second weight rate cover, postage twice 5 Kop. for Russia, twice 5 Kop. for Germany and twice
3 Kop. for France plus 7 Kop. fixed registration surcharge and 5 Kop. receipt fee, in total 38 Kop.

Ex collection O. Fabergé.

Registered cover from

- Odessa to Gera sent on

- February 26, 1878. Very

late use of the mark

« REKOMENDOVANO »
during the GPU.

- Rate (June 19, 1875): 8 +
- 10+5=23 Kop.

~ With the establishment of
- the GPU insurance was
replaced by registration

- also for mail abroad.




Insured cover from St.
Petersburg to Graz sent
on June 18, 1875,
arrived July 3, 1875.

First weight rate cover,
postage 5 Kop. for
Russia, 5 Kop. for
Austria plus 7 Kop.
fixed registration
surcharge and 5 Kop.
receipt fee, in total 22

Kop.

Ex collections Heinrich
Imhof und Harry von
Hofmann.

2. Registration abroad up to 1898
2.2. « REKOMENDOVANO » @EKOMEH&OBAHOJ

The mark « REKOMENDOVANO » was used primarily up to 1875 to identify registered items
abroad (Berger DZRP 92 (2010) 17-21). lts disappearance is therefore related to the

establishment of the General Postal Union (GPU) and to the appearance of the consecutive
« ZAKAZNOE » handstamp.

Last day before the GPU

R
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2. Registration abroad up to 1898
2.3. « ZAKAZNOE » \3AKA3HOE)

The mark « ZAKAZNOE » was used between 1875 and 1882 to identify registered items
abroad (Berger DZRP 92 (2010) 17-21). It came into use after the GPU regulations came into
effect on June 19, 1875 (Julian calendar, equal to July 1%, 1875 Gregorian calendar). For a
registered cover. the sender had to pay 8 Kop. per loth, 10 Kop. registration fee and 5 Kop. for
the receipt. Thus, there was no difference between the rates within Russia and abroad.

First day of the GPU and earliest use of the « ZAKAZNOE » mark

(3AKAZHOL)

S

Registered stationery
envelope from St.
Petersburg to Graz sent on
June 19, 1875, arrived
July 4, 1875.

Rate (June 19, 1875) :
—1 Loth, 8 +10+5=23
Kop.

ﬂ‘ %~z /,w)/

Reverse (x 0.75)

The sender of these two covers was Adolf Nikolaus Tilesius von Tilenau, born February 7, 1808
in St. Petersburg, deceased December 22, 1885 in St. Petersburg. He was the son of Wilhelm
Gottlieb Tilesius von Tilenau, a German naturalist and explorer, who joined the 1803-1806 first
Russian circumnavigation under Krusenstern. Adolf Tilesius von Tilenau grew up in
Miihlhausen, Thuringia and got his education in law and political science primarily on German
universities. In 1836, he entered civil service in Russia, in 1854 he started to work at the St.
Petersburg main post office and finally became Privy Councellor (« Staatsrath ») and the head of
the censorship department (« Ober-Censor » as he denotes on the cover).

The addressee was Leopold von Beckh-Widmanstetter (1841-1903), an Austrian officer
interested in history and archivist of the Teutonic Knights (« Deutschritterorden »). Both
correspondents shared their interest for genealogy and heraldry.

Adolf Nikolaus Tilesius
von Tilenau



2. Registration abroad up to 1898
2.3. « ZAKAZNOE » (SAKAQ HO E)
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‘Eingeschrieben.

Registered cover from Warsaw to Leipzig sent on November 19, 1881. The cover shows a particular type of
« ZAKAZNOE » mark which is known in the years 1881-1882 from the post office at the Warsaw-Granitsa-
Alexandrovo Railway line, only five covers known. German label for registered items from abroad « Vom Auslande
- iiber Bahnpost 18 — Alexandrowo-Berlin. - Eingeschrieben ». These labels were attached to incoming registered mail
to unequivocally identify it as such. Rate (March 20, 1879) : 7+ 7= 14 Kop.; weight 1 loth.

BHIBHCRLI YACTHEIH ROM| “irscschrichen.
7/ BAABH

/ ,

Registered cover from Vilna to Konigsberg, sent on July 12, 18. « ZAKAZNOE » mark and German provisional
registration label. Rate (March 20, 1879) : 2*7 + 7 = 21 Kop.; weight 2 loths.



2. Registration abroad up to 1898

24. « R » mdots

The mark « ZAKAZNOE » was not really appropriate, because this Russian word in Cyrillic
letters could not be understood by foreign postal officers. Hence, since 1882 a simple mark
depicting a « R » in dots came into use for marking registered mail abroad. It can be found
until the 1930s, often in combination with other registration marks or labels.

Reverse (x 0.75)

Registered cover from a mining engineer in Aleksandrov on the Sakhalin island in the Far East to
Vienna sent on July 8, 1898. The stamp was canceled with an extremely rare triangular postmark « C /
IT T K» (S(achalin) Post and Telegraph Office). On the front one can see also the datestamp
« Anexcanapos Ha Octp. Caxanunh » (Aleksandrov on the island Sakhalin). After nearly two months
this cover reached the Russian - Austrian border office at Volochinsk (September 8, 1898) and on
September 23, 1898 (new style calendar) it finally arrived in Vienna (compare with later cover from
Aleksandrovsk in section 3.2.).

This cover was transported by ship to the Russian mainland, but in the summer 1898 the Trans-
Siberian railway was in the middle of construction. From the east it did not reach further than
Khabarovsk on the Amur and from the west it reached Irkutsk at lake Baikal. Thus, for about 3'400 km
between these two cities the cover had to be transported by means like horse-drawn carriages and river
steamers on the Amur. This explains the long travel time.

The island of Sakhalin was one of the largest penal colonies or katorgas of the czarist empire. The
sender of this cover was presumably an engineer in one of the coal mines.

Rate (March 8, 1889): 10 + 10 = 20 Kop
Ex collection Cihangir.




2. Registration abroad up to 1898 Fonsein
2.5. Purple St. Petersburg registration marks

While all registration marks before were identical in each post office, in 1883 purple
registration marks were introduced for mail abroad dispatched from St. Petersburg. They not
only showed the name of the town but also of the post office. There is a large variety of

subtypes.
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Registered postal stationery from St. Petersburg to Vienna sent on May 5, 1884. This is an early use of
this registration mark in the 5" expeditia (Baillie & Peel type 8DI1.vl1). This post office was
responsible for mail sent abroad. In contrast to other marks and labels one can find here registration
numbers higher then « 1000 ». The sender is Friedrich Breitfuss, the most famous Russian philatelist
of that time, the addressee is the stamp dealer Sigmund Friedl. Rate (March 20, 1879): 7 + 7 Kop.
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Postal stationery postcard from St. Petersburg to Rosario, Santa Fé province, Argentina, sent on
January 8, 1897. Rare unframed R-mark in black, Baillie & Peel type 8D2, unknown variety.
Rate (March 8, 1889) : 4 + 10 Kop.
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2. Registration abroad up to 1898 : /

=t o
2.5. Purple St. Petersburg registration marks Lg—-ﬂ—-" :

This purple R-mark (Baillie & Peel type 8D4) was used in telegraph post offices. The number
of the office is given in Roman numerals.

Letter written by Grand Duchess
Elisaveta Feodorovna Romanova
(Princess Ella of Hessen-Darmstadt,
older sister of the last Czarina Alexandra,
1864-1918), autographed cover to the
princess Albrecht von Preussen,
Herzogin zu Sachsen (Charlotte von
Preussen, 1860-1919) in San Remo, sent
registered on April 8, 1898. Posted at the
20™ town telegraph post office.

Rate (March 8, 1889) : 10 + 10 = 20 Kop.

‘ELISAVETA’
on reverse (x 1.5)

Registered
postal stationery
envelope from
St. Petersburg to
Lyon sent on

November 11,
1895.
Despatched at
the 11" town
telegraph post
office.

Rate (March 8,

1889): 2*10 +
10 =30 Kop.




2. Registration abroad up to 1898
2.5. Purple St. Petersburg registration marks

These purple and blueish R-marks (Baillie & Peel types 8D5 & 8D6) were used in city post
offices. The number of the office is given in Arabic numerals.

JARA3HOE

MHa smoil CrRupoNTt NUILEMER MOABKD adpees.

Registered postcard from St. Petersburg to Briix, Bohemia sent on December 19, 1898. Dispatched at
the 11" city post office, rare Baillie & Peel registration mark type 8D6. Rate (March 8, 1889): 4 + 10
= 14 Kop.

Registered wrapper from St. Petersburg to Berlin, sent on April 24, 1898. Posted at the 4™ city post
office. Baillie & Peel registration mark type 8DS5.
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2. Registration abroad up to 1898 i 4

2.5. Purple St. Petersburg registration marks

This provisional violet R-mark (Baillie & Peel type 8D7) was used only in the Lty Ul T'
4™ city post office between 1893 and 1895 for mail within Russia as well as ¥
abroad. Just seven covers known (Berger, DZRP 92 (2010) 17-21).

10 Kop. stationery envelope with additional franking of 10 kop. from St. Petersburg 4™ city post office
to Oxford, sent on August 14, 1893.
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14 Kop. stationery envelope with additional definitive’s franking from St. Petersburg 4™ city post
office to Hamburg, sent on February 2, 1895.

Rates (March 8, 1889) : 10 + 10 =20 Kop.



3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.1. 1899 temporary labels

In 1899 registration labels were introduced in Russia. Some labels were designed for mail
within Russia, others for mail abroad, the majority for both.

Most of these 1899 temporary labels were only used in this year. They were locally produced
and therefore differ in size, color of the paper, imprint etc. between different post offices,
even within the same city. These labels were replaced in 1900 by the UPU-type labels and
due to the short period of use they are relatively rare.

Registered
stationery envelope,
sent from the 5"
expeditia of the
main St. Petersburg
post office to
Frankfurt on April
3, 1899.

Label for mail
abroad, Roman
characters.

Rate (March 8,
1889): 10+ 10=20
Kop.

Registered stationery
envelope, sent from the
3rd city post office in
St. Petersburg to
Helsingfors on April 3,
1899.

Label for mail within
Russia and Finland,
Cyrillic characters.

Labels from the main
and the city post offices
were printed on pink
paper. The city name

« S.P.Burg » was added
with a handstamp to the
label.

Rate (March 20, 1879):
7+ 7= 14 Kop.
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Ne 877.

Registered cover, sent
from the 11® telegraph ' : C- Herepu\p

post office St. 4 — ) To

Petersburg to ; _ Lt 1’”‘? Sttt E 71
Wiesbaden on October / / MT""'
26, 1899. As the label is / Ne '877. )
in Cyrillic characters, LLLE

an additional purple
registration mark in
Roman characters was
added.

Labels of the telegraph
post offices of St.
Petersburg were in
general in upright
format on white paper.

Rate (March 8, 1889) :
10 + 10 =20 Kop.

ﬂ//;@./mﬂé/

Registered cover, sent
p from 31* telegraph post

P ] ; és 417, 7 o office St. Petersburg to
& oy oy g Dresden on November
0 ' ( 25, 1899.

As an exception of the

j /1 27 exception, the 31
S telegraph post office
/ L2722 was the only telegraph
post office using a pink

label

.I: ( 4 @ U .
CJ)Zl// ' % ’l‘tﬂ Rate (March 8, 1889) :

2*10+ 10=30 Kop.
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3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914 {;‘;‘sc%g‘;{{R

3.1. 1899 temporary labels

Two temporary 1899
labels from Moscow.

Post office department in
Moscow on cover to Lyon,
sent September 28, 1899.
This type resembles the
one used after 1899. Here
the number is still red.
later it became black. On
all items sent abroad the
«R » in dots was applied
in addition.

Rate (March 8, 1889): 10
+ 10 =20 Kop.
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Main post office in Moscow (1* expeditia) on cover to Bukhara, nowadays Uzbekistan, sent
September 22, 1900. Late use of 1899 labels is known up to 1902.

Rate (March 20, 1879) : 3*7 + 7 = 28 Kop.
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3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914 {,_:/Hm_lh" t

3.1. 1899 temporary labels

Two temporary 1899
labels from small post
offices in Russia proper.

Registered picture
postcard, sent from
Zaraysk (Ryazan
gubernia) to Turbenthal
(Switzerland) on
December 20, 1899,

The temporary label
was made with a
handstamp mark and
included just the
registration number. In
addition, a « R » in dots
was applied for mail
abroad.

Rate (March 8, 1889):
4+10=14 Kop.

Registered cover, sent
from Burmakino
(Yaroslavl gubernia) to
St. Petersburg on May
10, 1899.

The receiver of this item
was again the famous
entomologist Andrei
Petrovich Semenov-
Tian-Shansky (see
sections 1.3.,34. &
43)).

Rate (March 20, 1879):
7+ 7= 14 Kop.
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3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.1. 1899 temporary labels
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Two temporary
1899 labels from

small post offices
in Poland.

Registered cover,
sent from
Wolbrom (Kielce
gubernia) to
Dresden on
September 22,
1899.

In addition, a

« R » in dots was
applied for mail
abroad.

Rate (March 8,
1889): 10+ 10 =
20 Kop.

Registered
formular
postcard, sent
from Petrokov to
Lodz on February
13, 1899.

Rate (March 20,
1879):3+7 =
10 Kop.



3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.1. 1899 temporary labels

Two temporary 1899
labels from small post
offices in Ukraine and
Bessarabia.
Registered stationery
envelope, sent from
Kozin (Kiev
gubernia) to Vienna

on November 6, 1899.

In addition, a « R » in
dots was applied for
mail abroad.

Rate (March 8, 1889):
10 + 10 =20 Kop.

Registered cover, sent
from Kishinev
(Bessarabia gubernia)
to Zwickau on July
27, 1899.

In addition, a « R » in
dots was applied for
mail abroad.

Rate (March 8, 1889):
10 + 10 =20 Kop.
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3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914 eRat 3
3.1. 1899 temporary labels R
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Temporary label from the Kuban: Registered cover, sent from Starommskaya (Kuban Oblast) to
Lausanne on February 9, 1900. Late use of the 1899 label. Rate (March 8, 1889) : 10 + 10 =20 Kop.

Badioreeess o ke s
Koverdosw S datletls Lo

Reverse (x 0.75):
Oil production in the
“Black City”

Safutetions de Pecu

I8YTOBLLIT COI03B. POCCIA.
UNIVERSELLE RUSSIE.

}fgd{-‘?&zm POSTALE. \ 2.

|
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Temporary label from ijan: Registered pi, sen -By nearby Baku
to Pilsen (Bohemia) on September 27, 1899. Rate (March 8, 1889) : 4 + 10 = 14 Kop.
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3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914 : S b
3.1. 1899 temporary labels

Temporary label
from Siberia:
Registered cover,
sent from
Turukhansk
(Yenisey gubernia)
to London on
August 12, 1899.

Turukhansk is a
small rural locality
in northern Siberia.
Thus, the cover
needed nearly one
month to reach
Moscow.

Rate (March 8,
1889): 10+ 10 =
20 Kop.

Temporary label
from Kazakhstan:

Registered cover,
sent from Verniy
(today Alma-Ata) to
Nevers on January
22, 1899.

Instead of a label, a
handstamp and a
handwritten number
were used for
registration.

Rate (March 8,

1889): 10+ 10=
20 Kop.
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3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.2. UPU-type labels - R-labels

7

3 &%k

{Oncks)

Since 1900 registration labels of the UPU type (red frame, red « R » on the left, black text)
were used in Russia. These labels were available for mail within Russia and abroad (3- and R-
labels), at least in large post offices. In Moscow and St. Petersburg additional labels with red
city name were in use. The UPU type was the most current label until 1918 and thereafter.
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Registered formular
postcard, sent from
Moscow to Paris on
September 30,
1910.

Special label type
of Moscow with the
name of the city in
red (compare with
temporary 1899
label from Moscow
in section 3.1.).

Rate (March 8, 1889):
4+ 10 =14 Kop.

Registered cover,
sent from Omsk
(Akmolinsk Oblast,
Siberia) to Aarhus
Denmark on
September 25,
1908.

Locally produced
UPU-type R-label.

Rate (March 8, 1889):
2*10+ 10 =30 Kop.

Ex collection Jack
Moyes.



Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
UPU-type labels - 3-labels

3
32

Registered formular letter card from Lukovska, Don oblast to Yusovka, sent May 2, 1917 with 3-label.
Very rare usage of an unapproved essay for a reply formular letter card of 1906 (Standard catalogue
ES 8), reverse with war charity labels.

Rate (September 21, 1914): 10 + 10 Kop.



3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.2. UPU-type labels - 3-labels

Cover from
Aleksandrovsk
(Sakhalin island) to
St. Petersburg, sent
February 15, 1905
with 3-label. Compare
with the earlier cover

Cover from
Sosnovskoje (Perm
Lot = Gub.) to the Zemstvo
,2: 7r#‘=-"‘i' yﬂ'azﬁ, administration in
v Vyatka, sent August
27, 1901 with 3-label.
| 4;1/#;;" Blue receiver mark of
& R = So¥ the Zemstvo post on
o _ the front.

Tariff : 2*7 + 7 Kop.
from March 20, 1879
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3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.3. 1908-type labels

|

Korocha
N 5 -53/

Bourskai gub.

Since 1908 a new type of labels for smaller post offices was issued, characterized by a black
frame. Only R-labels were issued, never 3-labels and they are only found on items sent
abroad. The town name is in general in Roman writing, while combined Roman and Cyrillic
writing is rare. The registration number is in most cases added by hand, sometimes even the

town name was added this way.

-"—=J—'E__
Registered } H /f/ Tambov.,
stationery | O & 9 ‘74%&4& :
envelope, sent - - cadakepa §
from Tambov to ’J@’;"w : Plecarnesa i
Davos on Pedten e '
December 17, /9‘;2{%-‘{ ; :
1914. 4 o prpr g ax } E
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=S lEe S Liourskoi woub. sent from
Korocha (Kursk
gubernia) to
| f/( 1) ( ,,/ L%O rie( € on
' / January 22, 1914.
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3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.4. Numerator registration marks

In 1912 so called numerator registration marks were introduced. These marks displayed the
post office name, the registration number, and on the left a large « 3 ». They were thought for
inland mail and there exists only one R-numerator from Riga.

Top : Cover from Bobruisk to Gomel from October 31, 1914.
Bottom : Cover from Samara to Riga from September 2, 1914.

Tariffs : 2*10 + 10 Kop. from September 21, 1914 ; 7 + 7 Kop. from March 20, 1879




3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.4. Numerator registration marks
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Top : Cover from Baku to Copenhagen from July 5, 1916. Use abroad not intended for this type of
mark. Baku censor.

Bottom : Cover from Tiflis to Petrograd from July 27, 1917. The receiver of this item was again the
famous entomologist Andrei Petrovich Semenov-Tian-Shansky (see also sections 1.3.,3.1. & 4.3.).

Tariffs : 10 + 10 Kop. from March 8, 1889; 10 + 10 Kop. from September 21, 1914
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3.5. Machine registration marks PR -
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In order to simplify further on the postal service for the customers, \_ SN |
registration machines were introduced in larger cities. A correctly

franked letter could be placed in this machine, the letter and a confirmation was marked by
the machine and the letter could be thrown in the letter-box. The next day, the post officer
applied a mark « From the machine » to the cover, which was registered in the book. These
registration machines produced normally only weak and smeared marks. They exist either as
« 3 » or as mixed « 3 / R » marks and are rare.

Registered cover, sent within
Petrograd on November 8,
1915.

Romanov money stamp and
bilingual 3 / R — machine
registration mark.

Rate (September 21, 1914):
5+ 10=15Kop.

sat o - | =

Registered stationery
postcard of the
Romanov series, sent
within Moscow on

February 15, 1913.
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(From the machine). 1 U85 ¢eAs B IuTuaps. 0,
Rate (March 20, 1879): |
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3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.5. Machine registration marks
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Registration machines did not only exist in large cities like Moscow, St. Petersburg or Riga but

also in small places such as the Caucasian spas Kislovodsk and Essentuki.

Registered cover from
Kislovodsk to England with
bilingual 3 / R — machine
registration mark, sent April 7,
1917.

Rate (March 8, 1889) : 10+ 10
=20 Kop.
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Registered stationery
envelope from
Essentuki to Petrograd
with 3 — machine
registration mark, sent
November 26, 1916.

One of the rarest
machine registration
marks.

Rate (September 21,

1914):10+10=20
Kop.

Ex collection Harry von
Hofmann.



3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.6. Double registration labeling

In many smaller post offices only 3-labels with imprinted registration numbers were
available. For registered mail abroad a R-label or R-mark without number was added in all
possible configurations to elucidate the registration also to the foreign postal administration.
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Combination of the
3- and the R-label
of the UPU-type.

Postal  stationery
card from Melitopol
to Los Angeles, sent
April 13, 1917.

Tariff: 4 + 10 = 14
Kop. from March 8,
1889

Cover of the 2™
weight rate from
Kulyabinskoje

(Tauridia Gub.) to
Stockholm, sent
November 22, 1917.

As in Kulyabinskoje
no R-label or mark
was available at that
time, an R-label of
Bogdanovka  was
used and corrected
by hand.

Tariffs : 2%¥20 + 20
= 60 Kop. from
September 1%, 1917.
Overfranked by 10
Kop.



3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.6. Double registration labeling

In principal all combinations between 3 - labels or marks and R — labels or marks were
possible.

- -M
Toanner | L RUSSI

Registered stationery card from Kishinev (Bessarabia) to Cairo sent September 27, 1916 depicting a
combination of a 3-numerator postmark and a 1908-type label. Censorship in Odessa.

Rate (March 8, 1889): 4 + 10 Kop.

Registered stationery card from St. Petersburg to Paris sent July 11, 1905. An UPU-type 3-label was
combined with a special R-mark of the 22™ telegraph post office. Mark not listed by Baillie & Peel.

Rate (March 8, 1889): 4 + 10 Kop.



3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.6. Double registration labeling

Numerator marks which existed only with an « 3 » for the service within Russia had to be
combined with unnumbered « R » marks or labels.
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Top : Cover from Taganmg to Comelles (Swnz:eriand) from May 24, 1914 depicting a 3-numerator mark and
in addition a red R rubber stamp mark.

Bottom : Cover from Vladivostok to Stockholm from September 27, 1915. In this case an UPU-type R-label
without number was combined with the numerator. On the reverse censorship wax seal from Petrograd.

Tariff : 10 + 10 Kop. from March 8, 1889.



3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.6. Double registration labeling

Machine registration marks existed either as « 3 » or « 3 / R » marks. « 3 » marks had to be
combined with other « R » marks or labels to enable understanding outside Russia.
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Cover from « Riga 1*%-

Voksal » (Riga, 1% train
station post office) to
Leipzig in 1913. Use of
the 3 - machine
registration mark in
combination with a
UPU-type R-label with
the same number. In
this case a numbered
registration label was
used which shows the
same number like the
machine mark. Machine

marks alone or with

other registration signs
are rare. |

Tariff: 10 + 10 Kop.
from March 8, 1889.

Cover from Moscow, 1%
Expeditiya to  Paris,
forwarded to Leipzig in
1913. Use of the 3 —
machine registration mark
in combination with a
rubber R-handstamp with
the same number. Mark
« From the machine ».
Machine marks alone or
with other registration
signs are rare.

Tariff : 10 + 10 Kop. from
March 8. 18809.

L3
-

BaBoxn Gbaoil meeTn W PAGPHEA FKeCTIHRIXD H3biil

H]IIEC’I‘BA

3'1400

e e maere e -

|J~.Jl | .Jl 3 g

|




3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914 Monnnro e
3.7. Self registration - Selbstbucher : Lvﬁ'ﬁg‘“ lkm‘”'t

To simplify the registration procedure for companies with large amounts of registered mail,
these companies got the possibility, to register their mail in their own (« non-public »)
registration book. At the post office these registered items were marked with « [IPHHATO
[10 YACTH. KHUI. » - « treated suitable to the non-public book » or « [T0 YACTHOM
KHMI} » - « suitable to the non-public book », and passed on. Rarely seen.

\\‘%mum no % Hlk Ferrein, Moskau.
| 8ARXSHOY. @?‘WZ;*W
eReoommmdz‘N. ,?w&ém«w%//&

TS LA

Cover from Moscow to Ludwigshafen from 1901. The sender added two marks « Zakaznoje » and
« Rekommandiert » in blue. Beside the R-label the « R » in dots was applied to the cover. What is
special with this cover is the Cyrillic notion « [TPHHATO IO YACTH. KHUI}. » in red on the top
left. This cover was registered by Carl Ferrein in Moscow in its own book.

In the literature, the year 1901 is mentioned as the first year in which this service was possible
(Skipton, Rossica 108 (1986) 35-42).

Tariff : 10 + 10 Kop. from March 8, 1889.



3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914 “ﬁﬂmﬂ”{‘ e -12en
3.7. Self-registration - Selbstbucher ATV

Reverse (x 0.75):
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Registered cover, sent from the post office nearby the Bryansk station at the Moscow — Kiev — Voronezh
railway line (« BPIAHCKOU M. K. B. XK. ]1. », label: Briansk M.-K.-V.) to Boras, Sweden on January
19, 1915, reverse with lilac handstamp « IIPHHATO IO YACTH. KHHI'b » - « treated suitable to the
non-public book ».

This is one of the rare cases of a non-public registration book outside of St. Petersburg or Moscow.
Rate (March 8, 1889) : 10 + 10 =20 Kop.
Ex collection Harry von Hofmann.
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3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914 D WLl ? ;5[ ¢0I0N0MD.
3.8. From the letter box é
Crapmeii 015574 ’mfﬁ_.ﬁ__%
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Registered items could also be placed in the letter box. If correctly franked these items were
inscribed in the registration book and passed on. However there was no indemnity in the case

of loss.
' ‘ Front (x 0.6)
. ‘épfw‘!
o~ orakoemie ;
{fgﬂ Wﬂ‘fwﬂc-c_; i &s’w‘ﬁf/
o cose e me Pl e i Foritiy
&"W Lorim ¢.¢7‘
ffi’gl
— — ) ,Z-_u.‘?y i’:{q&aé’-'f&-f J_...zar?&,

dWEYTO WAL DOMTOBArD HITHRA

A0 7 u/d LL_/uf:xo;mm.

Crapmeii ﬂ@-m/g/éﬂa /,L’

Cover within Moscow from April 5, 1913 with the mark « U3'b TIOYTOBAI'O AILLMKA» - « from
the letter-box » on the reverse. This mark shows also the date and was signed by the postman.

Tariff : 3 + 7 Kop. from March 15, 1909.



3. Registration labels and marks 1899 - 1914
3.8. From the letter box
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Formular postcard from
Vitebsk train station post
office to Niirnberg, sent
January 22, 1913. Mark
« BBIHYTO U3b
MOYTOBATI'O SIHUKA» -
«taken from the letter-
box ». Nice use on a card.

Tariff : 4 + 10 Kop. from
March 8, 1889.

reverse (x 0.65)

St.-Pétershourg. ||

—— S = e,

g
Cover from Petrograd to
Goteborg, sent November 1st,
1914, Mark «Z. 0O. -
BBIHYTO HU3b SALIUKA» -
« Central department - taken
from the letter-box » on the
reverse.

St. Petersburg postmarks and
labels. Petrograd censorship
with wax seal. War charity
label.

Tariff : 10 + 10 Kop. from
March 8, 1889.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918

At the end of World War I the czaristic empire was history. In a disintegrating society like
this also the postal system was breaking apart. The well-organized registration system lacked
the material needed for its existence like labels and postmarks and the system went back to
handwritten markings, rubber stamps and all sorts of provisional marks.

This section shows first the mute cancellations on registered items from the beginning of the
war and displays thereafter all kinds of provisional marks from the end of WWI. The main
part of this section, however, presents the changes in the tariffs for covers and postcards
within Russia and abroad during the war.

During World War I postal items to allied or neutral countries were censored like mail from
the theatre of war. Mail to enemy countries was impossible, mail from and to prisoners of war
had to be sent via the Red Cross in Copenhagen or Geneva.

Registered postal stationery postcard with double registration from Tomashov to Berlin, posted on
July 13, 1914 and delivered on July 2, 1918.

On July 28, 1914 (new style Gregorian calendar = July 15, 1914 old style Julian Russian calendar)
Austria-Hungary declared the war to Serbia. On July 17 old style calendar Russia declared its general
mobilization to support Serbia. As a response the German empire as an ally of Austria-Hungary
declared the war to Russia on July 19 old style calendar. At the evening of that day the first Russian
cavalry units entered Eastern Prussia.

While this postcard was still in the Russian postal system, Russia entered the war against Germany
and Austria-Hungary. The card was obviously transferred to St. Petersburg (postmark August 7, 1914 ;
renamed to Petrograd on August 18, 1914) and stayed there until the peace treaty of Brest-Litovsk
between Germany and Russia under Bolshevik government (March 3, 1918 old style calendar). In
these four years the postcard received two different postmarks stating that a mailing was impossible
due to the war : in blue « BOBBPAIIAETCS 10 BOEHHbIMb OBCTOATJIBCTBAM®D » (Returned because
of war), and in lilac «OBPATHO OTITABUTEJIMO [10 OBCTOSITJIbCTBAMb BOEHHAI'O BPEMEH «»
(Return — Delivery temporarily impossible because of war) (Speeckaert, Russian postal censorship
1914 - 1918). The card shows in addition two censorship marks from Petrograd, one unknown to
Speeckaert, a German censor mark and an arrival postmark from Berlin.

The sender wrote to his parents that they shall not worry about him, he will come back as soon as
possible. Maybe he was one of the 200°000 German civilians in Russian captivity.

Tariff : 4 + 10 = 14 Kop. from March 20, 1889.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918
4.1. « Mute » registration

At the beginning of WWI the postmarks as well as registration labels and marks were made
unrecognizable in the western governments of the Russian empire. This should prevent that
the enemy could gain any information if he would get access to this mail. However, this
measure was abolished very soon because the addresses on the mail gave enough information
to identify the source.

The perfect mute letter :

Registered cover from Berdichev to Riga, arrived at September 6, 1914. No registration mark or label
was added and the sender has even made the address unrecognizable with a black beam. The place of
origin could only be identified from the literature (Levin ; The mute cancels of Russia 1914-1917 ; No.
511.04)

Tariff : 7+ 7 = 14 Kop. from March 20, 1879.



Two covers where the
commercial envelope
gives the place of
origin :

Registered cover, sent
from Kiev to
Petrograd with an
anonymized
numerator registration
mark, arrival August
27, 1914 (Levin no.

511.06). However. the

imprinted address of
the Kiev bank betrays
the secret.

Rate (March 20,
1879). 7+7=14
Kop.

aAHABHOE

e

'}|c450&

l_lpaBJ]eHuo

d‘!aoec}:o 9oucuozo |

| KOMMEPYECKIA BAHKD Bb BAPIIAB®

OrTnbaenie BB Cocaosuuax'f,

Registered cover, sent
from Warsaw to Riga
with a UPU-type
registration label from
Warsaw, which was
made unreadable.
Departure at the
beginning of
September 1914
(mute mark Levin no.
512.08). The
imprinted address of
the cover gives
Warsaw as place of
departure.

Rate (March 20,
1879): 7+7=14
Kop.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918
4.1. « Mute » registration

theﬁrstexpeditnof
- Warsaw, departure

~ May 26, 1915 (mute
512 08) In

Rate (September
21.1914): 10+ 10
=20 Kop.

PYCCHKIW anA BHBLUHEN TOPI‘OBJ‘!M BAHH®B,
PUHOHOE OTABNEHIE,

cover:

Registered
ithi
Riga, arrival
August 26,
1914 (mute
mark
Levin no.
547.20).
Rate (March
15, 1909):
3+7=10
Kop.
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4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 A3 IC
4.2. Provisional registration

During the war there was a shortage of registration labels. As a substitute locally made rubber
~ handstamps were used or the registration was simply noted on the item.
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Top : Registered cover, sent from Sosnovka (Mogilev gubernia) to Moscow on September 4, 1918. Sosnovka rubber .
mark

Bottom : Registered cover, sent from Allaverdi (Tiflis gubernia) to the post office at the Katarsk factory
(Elisavetpol gubernia) on August 9, 1917. Allaverdi rubber mark.

Rates : 35 + 70 = 105 Kop. of February 28, 1918 ; 10 + 10 =20 Kop. of September 21, 1914,



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918
4.2. Provisional registration
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Top : Registered stationery postcard, sent from Kletsk (Minsk gubernia) via New York to Cincinnati
on July 13, 1917. Unusual « OBPATHAS I1OJI. TIOY. KOH. Bb MUHCK} » (Field post office for
return correspondence) datestamp, i. e. this card passed with the field post away from the front. Kletsk
rubber mark nearly invisible below the US « Registered » mark.

Bottom : Registered cover, sent from Shlobin to Gomel (both in Mogilev gubernia) on October 18,
1917. Shlobin rubber mark.

Rates : 4 + 10 = 14 Kop. of September 21, 1914 ; 15 + 20 = 35 Kop. of August 15, 1917.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918
4.2. Provisional registration
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Top : Postal stationery postcard franked with in total 60 Kop. from Kiev to the UK from December 9,
1917 (arrival February 4, 1918). The handwritten registration mark « 244 — Kieff 8 » is hidden by the
censorship mark from there.

Bottom : Kerenski — type postal stationery postcard from Dvinsk to Johannesburg (South Africa) in
January 1918. Only an handwritten « zakaznoje » and the registration number « N 107 » mark it as
registered. Overfranked by 27 Kop.

Tariff : 8 + 20 Kop. from September 1%, 1917.
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4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 ”&fgf‘:s{'m

4.2. Provisional registration

17
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Top : Registered cover, sent from Krasnya Gory (St. Petersburg gubernia) to Pernov on March 24, 1916.
Provisional use of a label with blue frame issued for money items (see section 6.2.)

Bottom : Registered cover, sent from Kharkov to Loenen (Netherlands) in August 1917. Provisional use
of a label with green frame issued for cash on delivery items (see section 6.3.)

Rate (September 21, 1914): 10 + 10 =20 Kop.




4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Letter tariff of September 21, 1914
4.3. Increasing tariffs within Russia —15 gr., 10 + 10 =20 Kop.

The war had to be financed. On September 21, 1914 the tariffs within Russia were increased.
This section displays pre-war and war tariffs for registered letters, local letters and postcards.
The tariffs from post office to post office within Russia were raised to the level of the mail
sent abroad from March 1889. Letter postage was increased to 10 Kop. for 15 gr. and the
registration fee became also 10 Kop.
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Two coversup to 15 gr.

Top : This postal stationery envelope was sent from Moscow to Arkhangelsk in 1915. UPU-type
registration label.

Bottom : Letter from Arkhangelsk to Petrograd in 1915. Numerator registration mark.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Letter tariff of September 21, 1914
4.3. Increasing tariffs within Russia —30 gr., 2*10 + 10 = 30 Kop.

ST

Two letters up to 30 gr. with Romanov issue stamps.

Top : Cover from Petrograd to Riga in December 1914. Although renamed in Petrograd, postmarks
and the UPU-type label of the 11™ town post office still shows « St. Petersburg ».

Bottom : Reverse of a cover from Velion to Petrograd in December 1914. Red Petrograd receiver.




4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Letter tariff of August 15, 1917
4.3. Increasing tariffs within Russia —15 gr., 15 +20 =35 Kop.

Still under the Kerenski government tariffs were increased drastically in August 1917. Then,
15 Kop. for a letter of 15 gr. and 20 Kop. registration fee had to be paid.
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Top : Cover with a mass franking of 35 Kop. from Samara to Valk from January 29, 1918
Bottom : Cover from Rostov / Don to Abo (Finland) from August 19, 1917. This item was dispatched
only four days after the tariff change and is correctly franked. It shows a numerator mark and a red

censorship mark from Abo.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Letter tariff of August 15, 1917
4.3. Increasing tariffs within Russia —30 gr., 2*15 + 20 = 50 Kop.
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Cover with a weight of 30 gr. from Melitopol (Taurida Gubernia) to Marienburg (today Aluksne,
Latvia) from October 14, 1917. Late use of the war charity stamps issued in 1914.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Letter tariff of February 28, 1918
4.3. Increasing tariffs within Russia —15 gr., 35+ 70 = 105 Kop.
—45 gr., 3*35 + 70 = 175 Kop.

Front (x 0.75)

Registered covers with weights of 15 and 45 gr. from Murmansk and from Rybinsk both to Petrograd
from March and May 1918. This is again a short-lasting tariff from end of February to September
1918. Both items show only a handwritten registration note.




4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Letter tariff of September 15, 1918
4.3. Increasing tariffs within Russia —15 gr., 25 + 25 = 50 Kop.

E ————

Cover with a weight of 15 gr. from Voronesh 2" town post office to
Petrograd from November 18, 1918. Short revolutionary tariff from mid-
September 1918 to the end of the year.

A very clean item for this period to the famous entomologist Andrei Petrovich
Semenov-Tian-Shansky (1866-1942), son of Piotr Petrovich Semenov Tian-
Shansky (1827-1914), explorer of the Tian Shan mountains between
Kyrgyzstan and China. A. P. Semenov-Tian-Shansky died during the siege of
Leningrad. There are three other covers to him in this collection (sections 1.3.,
3.1.&34).

A. P. Semenov-Tian-Shansky



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Local letter tariff of March 20, 1879
4.3. Increasing tariffs within Russia 5+7=12Kop.
3+7=10Kop.

For local letters within St. Petersburg or Moscow a fee of 5 Kop. had to be paid. In all other
cities this fee was only 3 Kop. The tariff was independent from the weight and the registration
fee was always 7 Kop. in this pre-war tariff.
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Top : Cover dispatched from the 12™ town post office in St. Petersburg and franked with 12 Kop.
Bottom : Cover dispatched from the 1™ town post office in Kiev and franked with 10 Kop.




4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Local letter tariff of September 21, 1914
4.3. Increasing tariffs within Russia —60 gr., 5+ 10 =15 Kop.

At the beginning of the war the local tariff was raised from 3 Kop to 5 Kop and the
registration-fee-from-7-Kop:-to10-Kop—
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Two local registered covers within Petrograd from 1914 and 1915 and franked with 15 Kop.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Postcard tariff of March 20, 1879
4.3. Increasing tariffs within Russia 3+7=10Kop.

Two registered postcards depicting the 10 Kop. pre-war tariff. While being relatively rare
before the war, they became more frequent due to the lower postcard tariff and the ease to

censor them.
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Top : Postcard from Kishinev (Bessarabia) to St. Petersburg with a 3 — label.
Bottom : Postcard from Kasan to St. Petersburg with two numerator registration marks. The mark with
the wrong number was crossed out.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Postcard tariff of September 21, 1914
4.3. Increasing tariffs within Russia 3 +10=13 Kop.
Postcard tariff of August 15, 1917

5+20 =25 Kop.

Like the tariffs for letters within Russia and local letters also the postcard tariff was increased
at the beginning of the war and again drastically in 1917.
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Top : Postcard from Novgorod to Sajzevo with a provisional registration rubber mark. Nice 13 Kop.
tariff.

Bottom : Postcard from Gomel to Petrograd with a numerator registration mark. Nice presentation of
the 25 Kop. Kerenski tariff.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Letter tariff of September 1%, 1917
4.4. Increasing tariffs abroad —15 gr., 20 + 20 = 40 Kop.

The tariffs abroad have not been changed at the beginning of the war because they had
already been increased in 1889. Thus from 1914 to 1917 interior tariffs and those abroad were
identical. However, in 1917 under the Kerenski government tariffs abroad were increased like

those within Russia.

ter 5 days, return to
NAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK, _@®T%
PETROGRAD BRANCH ;

FETROGRAD, RUSSIA
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Aktiebolaget Stockholms
Handelsbank
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Two censored registered covers in the 40 Kop. tariff from 1917. The upper cover went from Odessa
(27.10.1917) via France to Lausanne and was censored in Odessa and in France. The cover on the bottom went
from Petrograd (4.2.1918) to Stockholm and was intercepted by the Germans. It shows a censorship stripe
from Petrograd and the German war censorship stripe « Militérischerseits unter Kriegsrecht getffnet ».




4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Letter tariff of March 10, 1918
4.4. Increasing tariffs abroad —15 gr., 30 + 30 = 60 Kop.

A further tariff increase took place in March 1918.
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Two registered covers in the 60 Kop. tariff. The upper letter went from Losinoostrovskaya (Moscow Gubernia)
(12.9.1918) to a prisoner of war in Giitersloh and was censored in Moscow and Kénigsberg. Provisional R-mark
and « R » with blue pencil. Following the peace treaty of Brest-Litovsk (3.8.1918) a direct exchange of mail with
Germany became possible. The cover on the bottom went from Moscow (14.10.1918) to Revel in Estonia which
was already independent. Censorship mark from Moscow and control mark from Riga (« R »).



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Postcard tariff of March 20, 1879

4.4. Increasing tariffs abroad 3+ 7=10Kop.
Postcard tariff of March 8, 1889
4 + 10 =14 Kop.

Like for the letters, also the postcard tariffs abroad were unchanged until 1917.
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Top : Stationery postcard dispatched in 1885 from Fellin to Hamburg. Postcards in this tariff are rare.

Bottom : Registered picture postcard from Akkerman in Bessarabia to Constantinopoli (Turkey) in
December 1905. Instead of a R-label of the UPU-type an 3-label and a dotted « R » were used. Arrival
postmark of the ROPiT office in Constantinopoli (ROPiT, Russian abbreviation of « Russian company

for steam shipping and trade »).



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Postcard tariff of March 8, 1889
4.4. Increasing tariffs abroad 4+10= 14 Kop.

Two registered postal stationery postcards of the 1909 issue with additional frankings.
Top : Postcard from Mohilev-Podolsky to Davos with a 1908-type label, dispatched June 1914.

Bottom : Postcard from Moscow to Birmingham in February 1917. Correct additional franking with
three values of the war charity issue of 1914. Censorship in Moscow.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Postcard tariff of September 1%, 1917
4.4. Increasing tariffs abroad 8 +20 =28 Kop.

With the Kerenski tariff of September 1917 all previous tariffs abroad from 1889 were
doubled.

Address side (x 0.75)
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Top : Picture postcard from Saratov to Orebro (Sweden), sent October 17, 1917. 1908-type R-label
and censorship in Petrograd.

Bottom : Postal stationery postcard of the Romanov issue from Kamenets-Podolski to Fribourg
(Switzerland), sent October 19, 1917. Arrival at February 5, 1918. Censorship in Odessa and France.



4. Registration during the war 1914 - 1918 Postcard tariff of March 10, 1918
4.4. Increasing tariffs abroad 12 + 30 =42 Kop.

A further tariff increase took place in March 1918. This rate lasted for only six months and is
rarely seen due to the conditions of the ongoing Civil War.
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Top : Stationery postcard from Petrograd to Schaulen, Lifland, then under German occupation, sent
June 10, 1918. Censorship in Petrograd. Correct four colour franking of the 42 Kop. tariff.

Bottom : Stationery postcard from Saratov to Warsaw, then under German occupation, sent July 14,
1918. Soviet and German censorship.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.1. Telegraph offices

Since 1886 it was possible to despatch registered items in the evening in telegraph offices
without paying a late fee. 26 telegraph offices started to offer this service in St. Petersburg
between March and July 1886. In general it should not have been possible to dispatch non-
registered mail in telegraph post offices. Registered mail from telegraph offices is relatively
frequent from St. Petersburg, Moscow, Kiev, Riga and Odessa, while only few or unique items
are known from Astrakhan, Omsk, Rovno, Rostov and Vladivostok as well as from the Imperial
Palace of Gachina and the stock exchange of Kazan (Berger, DZRP 96 (2012) 19-27).
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Registered cover posted at the 19" St. Petersburg city telegraph office
(TEJIETPA®B. — Bb C.ILb. XXIX; Baillie & Peel type 5A2), sent to
Klein-Glienicke, Germany on August 26, 1886.

The first despatch of a registered cover at a telegraph station in Russia
known to me.

Addressee of this letter is Svante August Arrhenius (1859-1927), one of
the founders of the science of physical chemistry, who received the Nobel
Prize of Chemistry in 1903.

Rate (March 20, 1879): 7 + 7 = 14 Kop.




5. Registration in special post offices
5.1. Telegraph offices

Registered cover posted at
the main telegraph station
in St. Petersburg
(TJIABHAS - , . :
TEJIEFPA® CTAHI] — LU
CIIB) to Insterburg, ‘
Germany on April 4,
1887.

~ /1 i
First datestamp type of &‘Wv\. (me :-r:'"\. &\}u\ AL

the main St. Petersburg
telegraph office and not | \ y g
known on cover to A vIVILIVAL
Baillie & Peel, 2001 (type 7 %
no. SA1A).

Rate (March 20, 1879): 7 SR c o g
i 725 nSwhiws -

- :
i &u“'ﬂ"vﬁ'
v ~

Registered cover posted at
A Bl Ay oS | the main telegraph station
RN A L - o sl Y in St. Petersburg
ool AN (TJIABHAS - C.ILB.
TEJETPA® CTAHILL) to
Goteborg, Sweden on
December 31, 1887.

Second datestamp type of
the main St. Petersburg
telegraph office (Baillie &
Peel, 2001; type no.
5AIB).

Rate (March 20, 1879):
2*7 +7=21 Kop.
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5. Registration in special post offices
5.1. Telegraph offices
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Top : Registered stationery postcard posted at the 20™ St. Petersburg city telegraph office (C.
[TETEPBYPI'B - I'OP. TEJIEI'P. KOHT. No XX; Baillie type 5C6) to Riga on February 3, 1903.

Bottom : Registered cover posted at the 32™ St. Petersburg city telegraph office (C. IIBYPI'b -
XXXII* TOP. TEJI. KOHT.; Baillie & Peel type 5C4) to Helsingfors (Finland) on August 8, 1896.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.1. Telegraph offices
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Registered postal stationery cover posted at the 7" Moscow telegraph office (MOCKBA -
TEJIETPA®B 7) to Goethen (Germany) on April 11, 1893.
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Registered postal stationery cover, posted at the Riga telegraph station (PUI'A — TEJIETPA®H.
CTAHILL.) to Viborg on December 7, 1898.

Only seven covers are known from the Riga telegraph station, dispatched in 1894-1902 (Berger,
DZRP 96 (2012) 19-27).



5. Registration in special post offices
5.1. Telegraph offices

In contrast to St. Petersburg or Moscow, registered items from the city telegraph post offices in
Odessa are scarce, in total 15 covers from the years 1887 — 1904 are known to me. However,
there is a large variety of labels used.

'Oﬁcigaro

Tezerp. oryha.
CEOil_ry6.

Registered cover posted at
the Odessa city telegraph
department (OJIECCA —
TEJIETPA®D
I'OPOJICKAS) to Bristol,
sent March 14, 1902.

Only known item with the
label « OJECCKAI'O I'OP.
TEJIETP. OTJIhJ1.
XEPCOHCKOM I'VB. ».

Ex collection Ian Baillie.

Registered cover
posted at the
Odessa city
telegraph

department to
London, sent July

8, 1900.

Only known
item with the
label « OJIEC.
TEJL. OT/1.
XEPC.T'VB. ».



5. Registration in special post offices
5.1. Telegraph offices

Registered items from Kiev city telegraph post offices are scarce too, 18 items are known to
me. From some cities such as Rovno only few or like in this case unique covers are known.

Registered stationery
envelope posted at the
Kiev central telegraph
office (KHEBD -
LIEHTPAJL TEJL
KOHT.) to La Plata,
Argentina, sent on
February 5, 1896.

Ex collection Harry von
Hofmann.

-

Registered stationery
envelope posted at the
Rovno telegraph
(TEJIETPA®B Bb
POBH#%) to St.
Petersburg on March
29, 1889.

Only known item from
the telegraph post office
in Rovno.

Ex collection Jack Moyes.




5. Registration in special post offices
5.2. Railway station post offices — precursors at horse-drawn carriage stations

It was possible to despatch registered items in three different types of post offices in or nearby
train stations (Berger, DZRP 97 (2012) 4-13).

The first type were the real railway station post offices which were controlled and operated by
the railway administration.

The second type were « semi-postal » offices opened first along the Trans-Siberian railway
which were controlled by the general post, but were operated by railway clerks.

The third type were regular post offices nearby railway stations which were controlled and
operated by the general post, but which mention their location in their datestamps and labels.

One can regard post offices at horse-drawn carriage stations as precursors of railway station
post offices, although they were controlled and operated by the general post.

ﬂ/i tousytuc tfenin)
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Reverse (x 0.75)

‘fokr OWSEKeT

Registered cover despatched at the post office of the Pokrovskoje horse-drawn carriage station in
the Tver gubernia (prephilatelic two line datestamp « Cr. [lokoeckoe. Teep. — 10 Mas. 1878 I'ona. »),
sent on May 10, 1878 to Stockholm. St. Petersburg transit, German « Vom Ausland » label for
registered mail from abroad. Only five registered covers with these early marks are known to me.
Rate (June 19, 1875): 8 + 10 + 5 = 23 Kop.

Ex collection Harry von Hofmann.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.2. Railway station post offices — precursors at horse-drawn carriage stations
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Registered postal stationery envelope despatched at the post office of the Novij Bug horse-drawn
carriage station in the Kherson gubernia (« HOBBIW BYT™b [TOYT, CT. - XEPCOHCK. T". ») on
January 3, 1882 to Leipzig. German « Vom Ausland » label for registered mail from abroad.

Rate (March 20, 1879): 2*7 + 7 = 21 Kop.

Registered wrapper despatched at the post office of the Glibovo horse-drawn carriage station in the
Yaroslavl gubernia (« IJTBBOBO IMOYT. CT. — APOCJIABCK. I'. »), sent on July 27, 1897 to
Bremen.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.2. Railway station post offices - of the railway administration

Before 1903 train station post offices used datestamps which named their railway line or
alternatively the name of the train station if situated in a larger city with several stations. The
term train station is included either as « Shelenodor » (abbreviated as « X. » or « XK. /1. ») or
« Vokzal » (« Bok3ans ») or alternatively « gare » in R-labels.

' : o —
Registered cover ; Vep. Lo mcupn //2((7 V4
despatched in the post REZ 0 JX L o o A :
of’ﬁr::e of the Sl.PE{grsburg AN\ Pt 7 “/‘ shapesrtss O T oC s
train station on the railway Nrricire Cool f. /“,””‘,- i
line to Tsarskoye Selo ’ / v
(« C.IETEPBYPICK. (o basny HraifonCoiny Gorrasecstonss
I1.0. — LIAPCKOCEJL s e e /, CLCt uhiorts
K. J1. »), sent on June 25, ) 7 / e Y T /

ot

1881 to Gyeshetsk. s iy

)}fu r’rtn/zc"__:‘;

Registered postcard
despatched in the

post office of the

Vladivostok train r] 119
station Bnamancrmn,
(« BnaamsocTtok ) kex. avp. 1. .

Ken. Jlop. I1. O. »),
sent on September
22. 1900 to Soltau.

Reverse (x 0.75)



5. Registration in special post offices
5.2. Railway station post offices - of the railway administration

Also in railway station post offices, preliminary 1899 registration labels were used.

Reverse (# 0.5)
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; dispatched at the post office
L A

/L/f / f / oo 7 227 7 o P of the St. Petersburg

Nikolayev train station

. (CITByprs HMK.JK.A.), sent
(ZJ }74—!.«'5;':/, z/c_f'/(":z./ > Wiiacose oot Skl
(P AT 15, 1899.
' Rare temporary 1899 label.
A - ‘_J Ex collections Miskin and
—— e —— e Baillie.

3aKas3"Hoe
-— ——
i ;i\l ”:F:“r: Registered cover,
288 dispatched at the post office
- ' of the Libava railway

station (JIuGaga x. n. 0.),
sent to Riga on July 5, 1899.
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5. Registration in special post offices
5.2. Railway station post offices - of the railway administration

From about 1903 onward datestamps of the railway station post offices had an oval form with
the abbreviated word « Vokzal » included.

An die Firma
J.nnnnxn"a&p

N 906
S.-PETERSBOURG.
gare Nicolas.

b7,

Deutschland

- Ha amoii cmoparm niwemes moasio adpecs.

Registered postcard dispatched at the post office of the Nikolay train station in St. Petersburg, sent to
Berlin on April 20, 1908. The Cyrillic datestamp shows the typical oval form, it is combined with a
label in French language.

Registered letter card dispatched at the post office of the Khabarovsk train station (postmark: BOK3.;
label: XK. J1. T1. O.), sent to Berlin on April 20, 1908. The letter card was transported from Khabarovsk
at the lower Amur river via the Trans-Siberian railway.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.2. Railway station post offices - of the railway administration

Also in railway station post offices numerator and machine registration marks were used.

06|.u.. Metannypr., Mexauuu. u CynocTpouT. 3a80n08%

LBEKEPDB u Ke*

station Revel of the : Yupmeuie Pesenbckaro Cymocrpour. 3asona.
north-western railroad Pesens, nou. aw. N 118

(<PEBE: ) | —=———Smnsmor"
CIBEPO- y

3ATIAJIHBIXD XK. ]I,
/K. J1. TL O. »), sent | : yﬂp&meai. JimGarcraro Ba.nona.

in August 1914 to

Registered cover
dispatched at the post
office at the train

P |
| f
|

Libava. _- Axpionepnaro Oomecrea " B e x e ps u Ko.,"
Use of a numerator '- : TPEBENL]

registration mark, the q TR ,.,B

stamp is cancelled ' 092 6 A

with a mute mark (see : ’»’ lc'“k'}__i mﬂﬂiﬂgﬁ ' I 6asBa.

sections 3.4. & 4.1.)
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Registered cover
dispatched at the post
office at the train
station of Riga, sent
on December 12,
1912 within Riga.

The reverse shows a : =
strike of the machine L 0,;:(;/
registration mark (see :

section 3.5.) « PUT'A | j) \
1 - BOK3AJTD ». | : f{M 52,_%4 /\

=y, e 2. erem”
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Registration in special post offices
5.2. Railway station post offices - « semi-postal » offices

« Semi-postal » offices were established along newly built railway lines like the Trans-
Siberian railway. Thus, they were the only post offices in these new settlements. As the office
was open as long as the railway station this was a very convenient service. Their datestamps
included the words stanzia (station; abbreviated « Ct. ») or platform. Registered items from
these small stations are of course rare.

II(\IITOI{\H I(AI’T(Y‘-{K\ — CARTE

POCCISI — RUSSIE

POSTALSS

Saburovo. <
‘Cabypodo
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epas-Shlrcn, et dop. ( 1 '4% 40
f rance Reeomh{_

@ftgm:m/ C'g/ﬁﬁﬂdﬁﬂéﬂﬂ

aé dernece

de Jihe }lew Emera’lds. Cy £d

L%//&“‘L]'arls. zz

Registered
stationery postcard
dispatched at the
post office of the
Saburovo stanzia of
the Ryazan - Ural
railway line (« CT.
CABYPOBO -
PAC.-YPAJL XK. 1.
»), sent on July 3,
1916 to Rome.

Use of a provisional
white registration
label due to the
material limitations
of the war.

Registered
cover
dispatched at
the post office
of the
Bashenovo
stanzia of the
Perm railway
line (« CT.
BAJKEHOBO
- MEPMCK.
K. 1. »), sent
on January 3,
1912 to Paris.
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5. Registration in special post offices
5.2. Railway station post offices - « semi-postal » offices

Registered cover
dispatched at the
post office of the
Bolovsk stanzia of
the St. Petersburg -
Warsaw railway
(«CT.
BOJIOBCKD - C.-
MET.-BAPILLL XK.
J. »), sent on
September 25, 1908
to Lyutsin.

Registered cover
dispatched at the
post office of the
Galeshchina stanzia
of the southern
railway (« CT.
IAJIEIIIHHA —
FOXH. XK. J1. »),

- sent on September
30, 1909 to Paris.
Ex collection Peel.




5. Registration in special post offices
5.2. Railway station post offices - « semi-postal » offices

Registered cover
despatched at the
post office of the
Shagali stanzia of
the Transcaucasian
railway (« CT.
AT AJIH —
3AKABK. XK. /1. »),
sent on May 21,
1913 to France.

The sender was an
employee at the
copper mines in
Shagali-Heliar in
Georgia.

Registered cover
despatched at the
post office of the
Obidimo stanzia
of the Syzran -
Vyazma railway
(«CT.
OBUJIUMO - .
CbI3P. BA3. XK.
JL. »), sent on
November 27,
1914 to Geneva.




5. Registration in special post offices
5.2. Railway station post offices - general offices nearby stations

This last category includes post offices of the general postal administration which were located
nearby the railway station (privokzalniy) and mentioned this location in their datestamps and
registration labels. Thus, these are no railway stations in a narrow sense.

Their datestamps are in general round like all postmarks of general post offices, not oval like
the railway station post offices.

Reverse (x 0.75)

.. HANDELSGESELLSCHAFT
Gebruder M. & W. ISSERLIN, WILNA.
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Registered cover despatched at the post office nearby the Vilna train station (« BUJIbHA BOK3AITH »),
sent on January 7, 1915 to St. Croix, Switzerland. The envelope was closed with a wax seal following
censorship in Petrograd. Bilingual machine registration mark of the Vilna railway station, a very rare
mark of which only three usages are known to me from January and February 1915.

Ex collection Harry von Hofmann.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.3. Traveling post offices (TPO’s) - trains

Registration was also possible in traveling post offices of trains and ships. It was not
necessarily the case that passengers dispatched this mail, but registered items could also be
thrown in portable letter-boxes which were set-up on the platform or the landing stage when
the train or the ship came in. Registered items from TPO’s are very rare (Berger, DZRP 98

(2013) 23-26).
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Registered postal
stationery envelope
posted at the train post
office no. 27 (line
Warsaw - Aleksandrov),
sent May 30, 1906 to
Niirnberg.

The cover shows the
registration number
«2». On this railway
line the registration
numbering started with
each trip resulting only
in small numbers.

Registered postal
stationery posted at the
train post office no. 40
(line Revel — St.
Petersburg), sent
December 29, 1893 to
Bucharest.

The cover shows the
registration number
«534». On this railway
line the registration
numbers were given on
a monthly basis, thus at
the end of December
1893 such a high
number was reached.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.3. Travelling post offices (TPOs) - trains

Registered postal
stationery envelope
posted at the train post
office no. 34 (line

' By 2 WS 5 e i 7 A Kostroma - Moscow),
. /A = sent February 16, 1897
/7;/5/%/4’;(; A - ‘—%70 70 ' to Moscow.

%V;Z/?i:zyzbk ///?« /@”’f/f/f/&zt 3

The cover shows the
registration number
«3». On this railway
line the registration
numbering started with
each trip resulting only
in small numbers.

Registered cover posted
at the train post office
no. 14 (line Voronezh -
Moscow), sent July 20,

W"‘r’f‘ 1912 to Beatenberg,
; Switzerland.
. The cover shows the

registration number «5»
in a manuscript

Lo Soerpechfacsy S ey
u{ - a‘? /7 % e e R & registration numbering
Q Goegorods
a4

started with each trip
resulting only in small

L L gesonl lide ’/";
%'4 L//M Q.2 ales 7i/).(a

numbers.




5. Registration in special post offices
5.3. Traveling post offices (TPO’s) - trains

In 1914 registration marks were introduced for traveling post offices in trains.

Registered cover from Riga to the Nobel company in St. Petersburg with a registration mark belonging
to a mail wagon (« I. B. Ne » means Postal Wagon No.). The route number in the mark is left blank
and the stamps were cancelled with a mute mark from Riga railway station post office (Levin no.
581.22; see section 4.1.). The arrival datestamp of St. Petersburg on the reverse is dated August 14,
1914. The registration number « 389 » may have been added at the station office at Riga and not in the
train itself.

Ex collection Dr. Kossoy.
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5. Registration in special post offices
5.3. Traveling post offices (TPO’s) - un-numbered trains

So called un-numbered railway lines are local side routes which were not controlled by the
railway administration but by the general post. In an extension of what is told above for

TPO’s in trains in general, registered mail on these lines is obviously even more rare.

Max Schréter, Lodz.

Llipereps, Jloasn. 1:{5_

A3

-/?Wa . Gt gp it k
1 : ZQM _Mx
T Gl

Registered postcard
dispatched in the TPO
of the un-numbered
railway line Lodz to
Kolyushki in Poland,
sent on May 2, 1913 to
Seree.

The registration was
obviously not done at
the TPO itself, but in
the post office at the
terminus train station of
Lodz (Jloa3s Bok3ams).

Registered
cover
dispatched in
the TPO of the
same line. sent
on May 15,
1900 to
Braunschweig.

itself, but in the
post office at
the terminus
train station of
Lodz (Jlon3s
e 10p. M. 0.).



5. Registration in special post offices
5.3. Travelling post offices (TPOs) - ships

Registered mail was also accepted by the travelling post offices (TPOs) on steamships
(« TAPOXO/] ») travelling on lakes, rivers as well as on the open sea. The whole group is

evidently very rare, registered mail from certain connections is unique.
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Registered cover despatched
at the TPO at the jetty in
Voznesenye in the Olonets
gubernia (« BOSBHECEHCK.
[TPUCTAHD - OJIOHELIK.
['YB. »), located on the banks
of the Svir River at the place
where it flows out of Lake
Onega, sent on July 27, 1876
to St. Petersburg.

This place is located at the
Baltic Sea — White Sea Canal
connecting St. Petersburg
with Arkhangelsk. A rare
and early ship mail.

Ex collections Liphschutz and
Dr. Casey.

Registered cover
despatched at the TPO
of the Volga steamship
route Nizhny Novgorod
to Astrakhan, sent on
June 2, 1915 to Riga.
Oval datestamp
« HWKHIA -
ACTPAXAHb
MMAPOX. 2 6 15 ».
UPU-type 3-registration
label alongside with
route added by
handstamp. The
handwritten  sender’s
address mentions the
steamship « Petrograd »
of the «Caucasus &
Mercury » Company.

Ex collection Dr. Casey.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.3. Travelling post offices (TPOs) - ships

Mail along the Russian shore of the Black Sea was transported by the steamships of the Russian
Company for Steam Shipping and Trade (ROPiT). These ships had TPOs on board which could
handle ordinary and registered mail. ROPiT ran two domestic lines, a fast Odessa - Batum line
and a slower Odessa - Poti line calling at more ports. Registered mail was also accepted by the
TPOs but it is evidently much scarcer than ordinary mail.

despatched at the ship TPO
Odessa - Poti and sent from
the palace of Prince
Oldenburg in Gagry to St.
Petersburg. Stamps on
reverse cancelled by oval
datestamp « [TOTH -
OJIECCA MMAPOX. 13 11
12 ». UPU-type
registration label of the
Batum - Odessa line
alongside.

Only known registered item
from the slow ship line
ending at Poti which did
obviously use the labels of
the fast line.

Ex collection Dr. Casey.

Provisional  registration
label used in 1900 on cover
to St. Petersburg. On
reverse, pair of 7 k. Arms
definitives cancelled by
« OJIECCA - BATYMb
19 HOA 1900 ».

Only six registered items
with this provisional label
are known.

Ex collections Harry von
Hofmann & Dr. Casey.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.3. Travelling post offices (TPOs) - ships

The Amur River connects the Strait of Tartary with Central Siberia. Prior to the Transsiberian
Railway it was the most important East-West connection. Also on this waterway, registered
mail was accepted in rare cases by the TPOs on the vessels.

@8 The Amur and its tributary

i rivers Argun and Ussuri are the
"% borders between Russia and
o~ Manchuria / China.

Registered cover
despatched from
Blagoveshchensk,

Siberia, sent via
steamship to Stretensk
and then to St. Petersburg,
a pair of 7 Kop.-stamps
cancelled by  oval
« BJIATOBJBILL. -
CTPJBT. [TAPOX. 2 6 09

»,

Handwritten registration
number, no label.

Ex collection Dr. Casey.




5. Registration in special post offices
5.3. Travelling post offices (TPOs) - ships

From Vladivostok, ship mail services were run to the Sea of Okhotsk, the Kamchatka peninsula,
the Bering Sea, even to Kolyma at the remote Siberian Arctic Sea. Only few journeys could be
made each year due to climate restrictions and they were organized and completed by the
Russian Volunteer Fleet. As mail from these steamships is already rare, registered mail is of
ultimate rarity, only three items are known to me.

Registered cover front sent from the Northern Districts, i. e. the Bering Sea via Vladivostok to
Bologna, Italy. Cancellation and despatch oval datestamp Vladivostok — Northern Districts
(« BIAJIMBOCT. CJbBEP. VJb3. [TAPOX. 4 5 10 »). The 3-label shows the same handwritten
inscription. Only two registered items from the Bering Sea known to me.

Ex collection Dr. Casey.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.4. Auxiliary post offices - volostnoe pravlenie

Imperial postal services were primarily restricted to the large cities and the railway and ship
lines. Vast areas of the country were without this service. To reduce this gap, auxiliary post
offices were founded in a multitude of official, semi-official, and private places (Berger, 100
(2014) 37-45).

A volost is a rural area in the plain country, its administration is named « volostnoe pravlenie »
(Bonoctaoe IlpaBnenue, abbreviated Bon. Ilp.). Since 1894, these volosts had the right to
provide simple postal services which were extended in 1900 to the full postal service including
registration. During the war many Vol. Pr. post offices were converted into regular post offices.

-

e

B8 St | ol TR DR L oo

Registered cover
dispatched from the
auxiliary post office
at the volost
administration of
Seitovskoe

(« Ceurosckoe Bon.
Pp. ») in the
Orenburg gubernia,

R /ﬂfﬂcﬂf'ﬂfaffﬁlﬁf&(?f" sent to Copenhagen
on April 14, 1916.
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Double registration.
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Seitovskij
:h& 563

Registered cover dispatched
from the post office Askarova to
Geneva on November 9, 1916.

This regular post office emerged
in January 1916 from the
auxiliary post office of the
volost administration of
Tamyano-Tangaurovsk in the
Orenburg gubernia

(« Tambsiano-Tanraypogc.
Open6. Boxn. Pp. »). The regular
post office still used the old
datestamp.




5. Registration in special post offices
5.4. Auxiliary post offices - gminoe upravlenie

The Polish equivalent of the Russian volost is the gmin. However, while Vol. Pr. mail is relatively
common after 1909, mail from post offices in gminoe upravlenie is a great rarity. In total, four
items are known, two of them registered (Berger, 100 (2014) 37-45).

Top: Registered cover

dispatched from the ‘ -{a’/mk 2 €.
auxiliary post office at the :

gmin administration of

s 0 Tovmmmnn™ @? o Sorspy e

gubernia, sent to Volkovysk 9

on July 1%, 1913.
i %ﬂum b s1m erorto f’z"y a
= I/ o5, :

4 N 136

Bottom: Registered cover

dispatched from the post b?ﬂ"f,‘;"’;‘}"‘fj’f

office at the gmin

administration of

Woitkobolskoe £

(« Bo#itkoGosibekoe I'm. a@ -

Vnp. ») in the Suvalki @ icu) Bico,

gubernia, sent to Volkovysk e Jrenm. 7‘(? 7 % » % ,
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5. Registration in special post offices
5.4. Auxiliary post offices — private organizations; pharmacies

The postal regulations of 1909 allowed for the first time that private persons and organizations
could allocate postal services. These auxiliary postal offices are found in a very heterogeneous
group of locations. Mail is extremely rare as most of these auxiliary post offices did not have
their own datestamps, registered items are sometimes unique.

o Reverse (x 0.75)

Registered postal stationery envelope from the auxiliary post office in the Paslavski pharmacy in Kiev,
sent to Munich on May 5, 1910.
Stamps on reverse were cancelled at the auxiliary post office and a registration label affixed to the
front, while the indicium was later on cancelled at the Kiev main post office.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.4. Auxiliary post offices - private organizations; trading firms

Registered cover despatched in the auxiliary post office of the trading firm « V. Latsh » (« TOPT.
JIOMbBB. B. JIATY ») in Yuryev/Dorpat in the Lifland gubernia, nowadays Tartu in Estonia, sent
December 15, 1910. The 10 Kop. stamp was later on cancelled at Yuryev main office.
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The trading firm « Handelshaus Latsch » was situated in the city center of Dorpat in the
Alexanderstrasse 9 (today Kiiiini tdnav) at the corner Neumarktstrasse, (today Uuetuu tinav); map
taken from the 1912 version of « Baedekers Russland ».



5. Registration in special post offices
5.4. Auxiliary post offices - private organizations; hotels

&)
te YO4
2
==
=~
ol
&
)

RAgence des prisonniers d ﬁ@
w:)nj.

Kpacubit Kpectn.

Registered cover despatched at the auxiliary post office in the hotel « Bristol » in Ekaterinoslav, sent
to Copenhagen on January 18, 1916.

53 V. (35 M.) Yekaterinosldv, ExarepuHoCaans, - Railway
Restaurant, — Horers (all in the Catherine Prospékt). Lindonskayn, R.
from 11/q rb., B. 60 cop., déj. (11-1) #7,, D. (1-3) 11/,-2 rh.; Bristol, R. from
B, déj. (11-1) %, D. (1-7) 3,-2 rh.; Yevropdiskaya; Fr:iurrwc
proprietor and terms ns the Londonskavu), — Izvisnromx from the raiMwgy
station to the town 30, per drive within the town 20, per hr. 40 cop.;

with two horses 60, 85, & 70 cop. — Evngornic Tramway from the station
through the Catherine Prospékt to the Cathedral Square (6 cop.).

Hotel « Bristol » mentioned in the 1914 English edition of « Baedeker’s Russia ».



5. Registration in special post offices
5.4. Auxiliary post offices — private organizations; credit associations

Credit Associations or cooperative’s banks have been a common way to lend money to their
members, primarily farmers, craftsmen and small retailers. Auxiliary post offices can be found
in the administrations of these organizations, but the majority does not seem to have their own
datestamps. In addition many of them seem to provide no other services than selling stamps and
accepting mail which was thereafter forwarded to regular post offices.
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Registered cover from the auxiliary post office at Pasynetskoe Credit Association in Podolia, sent to
Krasnoe on November 5, 1914,

Ex collection Jack Moyes.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.5. Suburb post offices

Although post offices situated in factories and stock exchanges look like auxiliary offices, they
are regular suburb offices. This is especially evident if pre-1909 material can be seen.

reverse (x 0.75)
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Registered cover from the post office in the metallurgical factory in Tsaritsyn in Saratov gubernia
(« Llapuusinckuii Metamnypriveckuii 3asoas »), sent to Dijon on February 27, 1899. Use of a rare provisional
1899-type label.

Registered cover from
the post office in the
Bjelortskij factory in the
Orenburg gubernia

(« BBJIOPBLIKIA 3

% wdzr(éeﬂm 0-ciny ’é‘& C Z/sz %@S/W&L OPEHB. T. »), sent t:g St.
/4{/} /a_/)?r C/Ilfa,} c//i’a r’ Cutte I j%%ﬁ/g,

Petersburg on October 3,
1902. Provisional
registration handstamp.

Ex collection Harry von
Hofmann.
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5. Registration in special post offices
5.5. Suburb post offices
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Registered cover from the post office in the Saratov stock exchange (« Capatoss Bupska Capar. I. »),
sent to Riga on December 9, 1895.

Ex collection Jack Moyes.
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Registered cover from the post office in the village Nyrob in Perm gubernia
(«C. HBIPOB'D ITEPM », where C abbreviates Selo or village), sent to Copenhagen on January 9,
1916.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.6. Temporary post offices — fairs and congresses

Temporary post offices (BpemenHbIe no4TOBBIE OT/AEAeHNs) such as those active during fairs
and congresses provided the same postal services as any regular post office, including
registration. Due to their short-lived nature, these usages are very rare, some unique.
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Registered cover despatched at the post office of the St. Petersburg exhibition, vystavka in Russian
(« BBICTABCKAZ I1. O. C.ILB. »), sent on October 25, 1886 to Riga. Only known usage of this
postmark in the literature.
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Registered wra_p};er despatche:i at the tempm:ar); p_os_l office open during the 12% intemationa_lPh_ysician Congress in
Moscow and sent on August 13, 1897 to the editorial office of the « Berlin Clinical Journal ». The datestamp reads
« BPEM. I1.O. XII MEXJIVH. CbB3/1. BPAY. ».

Both ex collection Harry von Hofmann.




5. Registration in special post offices
5.6. Temporary post offices - manoeuvres

Also the temporary post offices during manoeuvres belong in this category.

reverse (x 0.75)
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Registered cover of the manoeuvre field post (« CkoGeneckiii
Jlarepe Mun.Bp.[1.T.O. »; Skobelev camp Minsk gubernia
temporary post and telegraph office), sent on July 21, 1911 to
Kegel, forwarded to Neve Volost administration in Estland
gubernia.

The manoeuvre camp was named after Mikhail Skobelev (1843-
1882), a general famous for his conquest of Central Asia and
heroism during the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-1878.
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5. Registration in special post offices
5.6. Temporary post offices — Field post offices

Also the post offices during wars belong in this category.

reverse (x 0.75)

Registered cover during the Russo-Japanese War of 1904/05 despatched two months after the
beginning of the war on April 9, 1904 from the Field Post Office no. 16 in Liaoyang Priamur District
to Rome via the Italian Embassy in St. Petersburg, re-directed to the ship « Bon ». The datestamp
reads « N° 16 [TOJIEBAA [MTOYT. KOHT. / [IPHAMYP OKP. », the blue cachet on front is of the
« Chancellery of Field Headquarters of the Manchurian Army ».

In Liaoyang, the first major land battle of the Russo-Japanese War took place from August 25 —
September 3, 1904.

Ex collection Dr. Casey.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.6. Temporary post offices — Field post offices

reverse (x 0.75)

Registered cover during the Russian military evacuation after the lost Russo-Japanese War,
despatched on July 8, 1906 from the Field Post Office no. 28 at the stanzia Handaokhetze of the
Chinese Eastern Railway, sent to Bemn. The datestamp reads « [TOJIEBAS TTOYTOBA I KOHTOPA/
N*® 28 », confirming the location of this Field Post Office. One of two covers known.

Ex collection Dr. Casey.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.7. Zemstvo post offices

In large rural areas there were no post offices of the Imperial Post. In these so called zemstvos the local authorities
were allowed to establish a postal system outside the Imperial Post, the so called Zemstvo Post. It was possible to
register mail within the same zemstvo, but also mail which left a zemstvo and entered the area of Imperial Post.

front (x 0.75)
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From the zemstvo to the Imperial Post: Registered cover despatched in the village Svyatogorye in the Griazovets district,
Vologda gubernia and sent via the district capital Griazovets to Moscow. On reverse, a 4 Kop. zemstvo stamp (« I'ps3oseuxoii
3emckoit Yrpassl ») was attached to pay for the transport to the Imperial post office. The stamp was not cancelled as usual in
this district up to 1890. Postage and registration fee were paid by a pair of Imperial 7 Kop. stamps, cancelled in Griazovets
Imperial post office on April 25, 1885, where the cover was registered in the book. Only three pre 1890 covers known from
this district. Ex collections Oleg Fabergé and Nikitin.

I_:‘t_'ont (x 0.75)

From the zemstvo to the Imperial Post: Registered cover despatched in a village in the Kolomna district, Moscow gubernia
and sent via the district capital Kolomna to Moscow. On reverse, a 5 Kop. zemstvo stamp (« Cenbckas [Toura KosomeHckaro
Vib3aa ») was attached to pay for the transport to the Imperial post office. The stamp was cancelled by pen according to the
rules of this district up to 1892. Postage and registration fee were paid by an Imperial 14 Kop. stamp, cancelled in Kolomna
Imperial post office on February 15, 1888, where the cover was registered in the book. In total 15 covers are known from this
district. Ex collection Nikitin.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.7. Zemstvo post offices

Within the zemstvo: Registered cover,
despatched in the village Kapustintzy in
the Gadyach district, Poltava gubernia and
sent on February 24, 1892 within the
district to its capital. A pair of 3 Kop.
zemstvo stamps (« lamauckas 3emck.
[loyra ») was attached to pay postage and
registration fee. The stamps were
cancelled with a village handstamp in
violet. Ex collection Nikitin.

From the Imperial Post to the zemstvo:
Registered cover of the third weight rate
from Tver to the village Titovka in the
Vessiegonsk district, Tver gubernia on
December 8, 1883. A 5 Kop. zemstvo
stamp (« Becsronckas 3emckasn [Toura »)
was added to pay for the transport within
the zemstvo and cancelled « Unpaid ».
Corresponding arrival datestamp
(December 11) alongside. Rare incoming
registered mail into this district.

R Ex collections Oleg Fabergé and Nikitin.
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5. Registration in special post offices
5.8. Post offices abroad - Levant

The Russian post offices abroad accepted also registered mail. While the general rules were
comparable to the mainland, there existed also some peculiarities.

. Ruw*““""m
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Registered cover of the first weight rate from Constantinople (nowadays Istanbul, Turkey) to Odessa,
sent on May 12, 1893.

Posted at the ROPIiT (Russkoe Obshchestvo Parokhudstva i Torgovli; Russian Company for steam
shipping and commerce) post office at Constantinople (« P. O. I1. u T. - KOHCTAHTHHOITOJI »;
Tchilinghirian & Stephen, fig. 16). To mark this item as registered two marks of presumably private
origin were applied (« CHARGE » and « Recommandé »). Use of a pair of 5 Kop. and two copies of 2
Kop. of the 1872 and 1879 Russian Levant issue, respectively. Odessa receiver on the reverse.

Ex collection Cihangir.
Interior rate (March 10, 1879) : 7+ 7 = 14 Kop.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.8. Post offices abroad - Levant

reverse (x 0.75)

Registered cover despatchied from Mount Athos on April 24; 1899 10 Jernsalem, returned.

Posted at the ROPIT post office at Mount Athos it shows on the front a datestamp «P. O. L. u T. -
A®DOHD » (Tchilinghirian & Stephen fig. 183) and a numerator-like mark « 3AKA3HOE - AQOHb »,
both in blue. The cover was transported via Constantinople and Jaffa to its addressee who was obviously
not found and the item returned to Mount Athos. Use of three 10 Kop. Levant stamps. The oval cachet
on reverse « PYCCKIA WJIBHHCKIA CKHMTDh HA A®OHb » is the sender mark of the Russian
monastery of St. Iliya on Mount Athos. No usage of 1899 provisional registration labels.

Inland rate used abroad (March 8, 1889) : 2*10 + 10 = 20 Kop.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.8. Post offices abroad - Levant

Registered cover from
Ordu on the Black Sea
coast of Turkey to
Constantinople sent on
November 24, 1905.

At the ROPIT post office
of Ordu it received a date
postmark (« P.O. TL u T.
— OPZLY »; Tchilinghirian
& Stephen, fig. 753), the
« R » in dots and a strike
of a provisional « Ordou »
handstamp.

Only eight covers known
from the ROPIT office in
this port from the years
1879-1914 (Berger,
DZRP 95 (2011) 20-29).

Ex collections Liphschutz &
Cihangir.

Registered cover from
Smyrna (nowadays
Izmir, Turkey) to
Isphahan (Esfahan,
Iran) sent on July 31,
1901.

Posted at the ROPiT
post office of Smima
(«P.O.TLuT.-
CMHPHA»;
Tchilinghirian &
Stephen, fig. 157) with
« R » in dots. The cover
was transported via
Constantinople to
Odessa. There it
received a handwritten,
provisional registration
marking. Via Tabriz in
Persia the item reached
its addressee.

Rate (March 8, 1889):
1+1=2Pia.
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5. Registration in special post offices
5.8. Post offices abroad - Levant

Registered cover from
Smyrna to Leipzig sent
on October 21, 1910.
Posted at the ROPiT
post office of Smima
(«P.O.ILuT.—
CMHUPHA»;
Tchilinghirian &
Stephen, fig. 157) with
UPU-type R-label (but
« R » on the right side).

Rare use of a marginal
pair of ROPiT stamps
commemorating its 50®
anniversary, here with
« Smymne » overprint.

Rate (March 8, 1889) :
1+1=2Pia.

recommandés

Ne 474

i

- l Registered cover from
Mersina (Mersin on the
Mediterranean Sea coast of
Turkey) to London sent on

September 11, 1914.

Posted at the ROPIT post
office of Mersina it received
a datestamp (« P.O.IL u T.
‘ — MEPCHHA »;
Tchilinghirian & Stephen,

MMH;,WLMBEHIALE llTTl]MN e 150 smda Urt- oo

o side). Sent via Petrograd

Last month of foreign
..\ : Levant post offices which
Fotaned were closed on October 1%

.
" Rate (March 8, 1889): 1 +
/ 1 =2 Pia (two 20 pa. stamps
22 on reverse).




5. Registration in special post offices
5.8. Post offices abroad - China

~ reverse (x 0.75)

Registered cover from Peking to Hong Kong, re-
directed to Manila, sent on December 28, 1900.

Two 10 Kop. KUTAH overprinted stamps on reverse
tied by Emergency Canceller (Tchilinghirian &
Stephen fig. 467), a locally made rectangular datestamp.
Brought into use in the second half of 1900, after the
siege of Legations in Peking during the Boxer
Rebellion was lifted. Day and month added in
manuscript, as usual. On front, a provisional ‘PEKIN’
1899-type registration label was attached. Reverse
with Russian post office datestamps of Tien-Tsin in red,
Chefoo and Shanghai plus British post office in Hong
Kong and finally US occupation datestamp of Manila
on the Philippines in violet.

Rate abroad (March 8, 1889) : 10 + 10 = 20 Kop.
Ex collections Dr. Wortman and Dr. Casey.

-Ta - MEN OTREET.

Russian Legation
& PO

The Legation Quarter in Peking



5. Registration in special post offices
5.8. Post offices abroad - China
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Registered cover
from Shanghai to
Vladivostok, sent
on December 20,
1902.

Shanghai
datestamp
(Tchilinghirian &
Stephen, fig.
493), UPU-type
3-label and « R »
handstamp. The
label shows the
typical design
used in China at
that time. Use of
three 7 Kop.
Stamps with
KUTAM overprint
on reverse.

Interior rate
(March 20,
1879):2%7+7=
21 Kop.

Registered cover from Chefoo
to Shanghai, sent on January
13, 1902.

Chefoo datestamp
(Tchilinghirian & Stephen,
fig. 503). Double registration
of a Roman « Tschifou -
China » mark and a Cyrillic

« YUndy 3arp. — I1. KOHT. »
label. A weak «PAQUEBOT»
mark is seen on the bottom of
the item. Use of two 7 Kop.
Stamps with KHTAHR
overprint.

Interior rate (March 20,
1879): 7+ 7= 14 Kop.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.8. Post offices abroad - China
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Registered cover from the Russian post office in Peking to Stettin (Germany), sent on April 19, 1903.
UPU-type 3-label. Three 10 Kop. stamp with KHTAH overprint.

Rate abroad (March 8, 1889) : 2*10 + 10 = 30 Kop.
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Registered picture postcard from the Russian post office in Hankow to Baden-Baden (Germany), sent
on December 5, 1908. In addition to the UPU-type 3-label a local « R » handstamp without dots was
applied. 14 Kop. stamp with KHTAH overprint.

Rate abroad (March 8, 1889) : 4 + 10 = 14 Kop.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.8. Post offices abroad - Manchuria

Muxauns Muxaungsius Meieps
oJpias Lo Gl et Yim Gy 0.2

i F T~

_,__‘: {(/4{? P74
_. ‘7//// //f/f’/

7/

//m S W o

7 "//J Wik %’*ﬁdff.fp

\///// wr /4

Rl o L

e QINo0605
XAPBUH b

Registered cover from the Russian post office in Kharbin in Manchuria to Suhl, Germany, sent on
January 17, 1913. A very rare numerator registration mark of Kharbin on front, two definitives without
KWUTAMU overprint on reverse.

Rate abroad (March 8, 1889) : 10 + 10 = 20 Kop.
Ex collection Harry von Hofmann.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.8. Post offices abroad - Manchuria
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Chinese Eastern Railway Subsidiary: Registered cover despatched to St. Petersburg on April 30, 1914 at
the post office at the jetty in Kharbin, at the same time a stanzia of the Chinese Eastern railway.

Registered cover from the Russian post office in Kharbin train station to Hamburg, sent on January 20, 1913.



5. Registration in special post offices
5.8. Post offices abroad - Persia
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Registered cover from Imperial consular post office in Tabriz in northeastern Persia nearby the border
to the Russian Empire, sent to Bern on November 10, 1916. Imperial Romanov commemorative stamps
and Arms definitive in use in the Consular Post office were cancelled by « TABPU3Db POCC.
KOHCVYJIBCTBO 10 11 16 » datestamp, reverse with « Tavriz / Persiya » registration label. Petrograd
censorship strips and Bern arrival mark (May 1%, 1917).

Although Persia was neutral during World War L, parts of northeastern Persia were occupied by Russian
troops already in January 1915 to improve the military situation against the Ottoman Empire. The
deteriorating military situation at the beginning of 1917 is reflected in the long transport duration of
nearly six months for this cover.

Russian rate abroad (March 8, 1889) : 10 + 10 =20 Kop.
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6.1. Acknowledgement of receipt — Avis de réception

Since 1895 registered letters could be accompanied by an Avis de réception. Upon arrival the
acknowledgement form was signed by the post office of the addressee or the addressee itself
and returned to the post office of the sender in a registered, non-franked letter. The fee for the
Avis de réception was attached on the A.R. and the item was sometimes stamped with a
special « A.R. » mark. These items cannot be identified without special postmark or notions
on the item because the A.R. tariff part is attached to the form not the letter. Rarely found.
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Registered letter with Avis de réception from Tshita (Siberia) via Moscow to Haywards Heath (UK) in
January 1898. Framed « A.R. » and « R » in circle plus « Registered London ». Tariff : 20 Kop. for a
letter up to 2 Loth (notion « 2 1. » on top left) + 10 Kop. for the registration ; 10 Kop. for the A.R.
were directly attached to the acknowledgement form. Ex collection Baillie.
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6.1. Acknowledgement of receipt — Avis de réception

s

Reverse (x 0.75)

Registered letter with Avis de réception from St. Petersburg to Vienna in September 1910. Framed
« A.R. » and « R » in dots plus UPU-style registration label. The acknowledgment form was directly
attached to the reverse and is now detached.

Tariff : 10 Kop. for a letter up to 1 Loth + 10 Kop. for the registration ; 10 Kop. for the A.R. were
directly attached to the acknowledgment form.
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6.1. Acknowledgement of receipt — Avis de réception
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du destinataire: duw ehel du hurean distributeur:
ROAAMELT: Havaawnnxa nommosaro sosema swdaut:

o obpreroviggapie mgms
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ACAt @i DOGEOLREMCE NO N PAFLLNG  CHTIMINN u[l.ﬂtrl'l(m'.'l1 SENUBNE JUCWAANG |  RONSOLING 18 OMAPASACHD 8-

sous recommandation, par le premier courrier an bureaw d originede I*objet qu’ileoncerne,
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Avis de réception form completed December 6, 1898 in St. Petersburg. Signed then datestamped 7.12.1898 for
return via New York to Milwaukee by registered post where dated 14.1.1899 in red ink. A.R. forms are rare. Ex

collection Baillie.
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6.1. Acknowledgement of receipt — Avis de réception
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Official post office envelope for returning the Avis de réception form to the sender. Dispatched in
1900 from the 4. Otdyel of St. Petersburg (see paper seal on reverse), dotted « R » for registration.
Transit via New York to Milwaukee. Ex collections Miskin & Baillie.
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6.2. Money letter - Wertbrief

Money letters are registered letters with a valuable content. The sender brought the open letter
to the post office, the post-office clerk checked the value of the content, noted it on the
envelope, closed the cover and sealed it. Alternatively the envelope could be closed and
sealed by the sender. In addition to the postage and the registration fee an additional fee had
to be paid in dependence from the value. Up to the end of June 1904 the postage of insurance
letters was paid in cash at the post office when dispatching the letter and no stamps were
affixed. Later on stamps were used.
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Top : Money letter from the small train station (Stanziya) Boromlya in the Charkov Gubernia, sent May 18,
1878.

Bottom : Money letter containing 20 Rubels from Nishnjedvitzky (Voronesh Gubernia) via Odessa to the
Russian consulate in Jerusalem, sent in March 1889. The fee was calculated on the reverse to be 24 Kop. and
was paid in cash. Like the cover above this one was closed with five wax seals depicting the impression of
the post office stamp.
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Money letter containing 1 Rouble from Port-Arthur (today Liishunkou, China) to St. Petersburg, sent
in April 10, 1904.

Sender was a member of the 7" Reserve East Siberian Riffle Battalion of the Town of P.(ort)-Arthur.
Port Arthur was attacked by the Japanese Navy in the night from February 8 to 9, 1904 which was the
first stage of the Russo-Japanese war. This cover was posted during the ongoing Japanese attacks
which lasted until May 1904.

Below the middle wax seal is a partially hidden mark reading « Depot of Her Majesty Empress
Alexandra Fedorovna = From Active Army ». Presumably this mark was applied to postcards and
envelopes stored at this depot and distributed to soldiers for their post-free mail. As money letters
were not free of charge even for members of the active army, postage had to be paid. However, on this
item is no indication that the fee was paid.
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6.2. Nos £) letter - Werthr

Since January 1%, 1905, the insurance fees for money letters within Russia was 10 Kop. up to
an insured sum of 10 Rub., 25 Kop. up to 100 Rub. and 15 Kop. for each further 100 Rub. or
parts thereof. However the sender had not to pay a registration fee, different from the situation
for money letters abroad (see next sheet).

Money letter with an insured sum of 200 rubles, sent from the auxiliary post office at the volost administration (see
section 5.4.) of Polovoko-Ilovaiskoe to Rostov / Don on September 25, 1915. First rate cover with 10 Kop. postage fee,
25 Kop. insurance fee for the first 100 Rub. and 15 Kop. for the second 100 Rub., in total 50 Kop.
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March 27, 1913. First rate
cover with 7 Kop. postage
fee and 10 Kop. insurance
fee for an insurance sum
up to 10 Rub., in total 17
Kop.
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6.2.'

Since January 1%, 1905 the insurance fees for money letters abroad differed from country to
country: To Germany, Austria-Hungary and Romania it was 4 Kop., to other European
countries like the UK it was 10 Kop.. and to all other UPU members 14 Kop. In addition the
postage and the registration fee had to be paid.
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Money letter (insured sum 50 rubles = 133.33 French francs) from Libava to Liverpool, sent
December 11, 1907. In London the obligatory blue cross was added with a pencil as well as a R-label
and a red label « Insured — Valeur déclarée ». With a weight of 15 gr. (= 1.17 Loth) the sender had to
pay twice 10 Kop. postage fee, 10 Kop. registration fee, and 10 Kop. for each 112.50 Rub (=300
French Francs) or parts thereof.
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Money letter (insured sum 10 rubles = 26.67 French Francs) from Kalvariya to Bremen, sent January
25, 1908. With a weight of 9 gr. the postage was composed the following way : 10+ 10 + 4 = 24 Kop.
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6.3. Cash on delivery - Nachnahme

The cash on delivery (COD) service enabled the direct payment of services or goods via the
postman during delivery. The tariff consisted of the postage itself, the registration fee, and 2%
of the collected amount (minimum 10 Kop.). Stamps or labels « HAJIOXKEHHBIH
TUIATEXD » - COD were used for identification of these items. In addition or alternatively,
registration or special green COD labels were attached.

Printed matter
postcard used as COD
to pay a journal
subscription; sent
from  Saratov to
Pernov with
registration label and
COD mark.
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Comparable item from St. Petersburg to Raumo (leand), forwarded to Heinola and
back again. This time a red label « HAJIOXXEHHBIN TUIATEXD » and a rare green
COD label from St. Petersburg was used. From this label only three pieces are known in
Baillie & Peel (Type 9ES5).

Tariff : 2 Kop. for the printed matter + 7 Kop. for the registration + 10 Kop. for the COD
=19 Kop.
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6.3. Cash on delivery - Nachnahme

Printed matter postcard
used as COD. Sent from
Vilna to  Konetzpol.
Special green COD label
and inscription
« HAJIO)KEHHBIH
TUTATEX ».

Tariff: 2 Kop. for the
printed matter + 7 Kop.
for the registration + 10
Kop. for the COD (2% of
3.65 rouble) = 19 Kop
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Postcard used for a COD to pay a journal subscription; sent from Odessa to Tushin with
special COD label inscribed « HAJIOXEH. INIATEX »

Tariff : 3 Kop. for the postcard + 7 Kop. for the registration + 11 Kop. for the COD (2% of
5.20 rouble) = 21 Kop.
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6.3. Cash on delivery - Nachnahme
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Top : COD postcard from Riga to Bausk, sent November 18, 1912. A special Riga nume;rator mark in green color for
COD mail was used, inscribed « Riga Zentr. KN. F. N°. 2-A ». Four items with this mark are known to me.
Tariff : 3 Kop. for the postcard + 7 Kop. for the registration + 11 Kop. for the COD (2% of 5.21 rouble) = 21 Kop.

Bottom : COD letter from Riga to Stomersee (Lifland Gubernia) on February 26, 1915. Handwritten
« HAJIOXKEHHBIN TJIATEXCD », a corresponding purple label and the special Riga numerator mark for CODs were

used.
Tariff : 2*10 Kop. for the letter + 10 Kop. for the registration + 56 Kop. for the COD (2% of 27.76 Rub.) = 86 Kop.
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6.3. Cash on delivery - Nachnahme
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COD letter from Kiev to Kornikovka on April 21, 1916. Handwritten « HAJIOXKEHHbBIA
IUIATEXD », a corresponding purple label and a Kiev numerator mark were used.

Tariff : 10 Kop. for the letter + 10 Kop. for the registration + 88 Kop. for the COD (2% of 43.60 Rub.)
= 108 Kop. The item is correctly franked.
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6.3. Cash on delivery - Nachnahme
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COD cover sent from Kiev to Talnoe in February 1916. Special green COD label from the 1¥ town
post office of Kiev. Purple label « HAJIOXKEHHBIH IUTATEXD ». Use of the 3 rouble of the
Romanov series.

Tariff :

10 Kop. for the letter + 10 Kop. for the registration + 2.83 rouble for the COD (2% of 141.50 rouble) =
3.03 rouble. Overpaid by 1 Kop.
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6.3. Cash on delivery - Nachnahme

COD letter from Warsaw to Mtsenk on December 9, 1906, not accepted and returned to Warsaw
where it arrived again on January 11, 1907. Handwritten « HAJIOXKEHHBI! TUIATEXH » and in
addition a green label from Warsaw Tsentralnaya without COD notion was used.

Tariff : 7 Kop. for the letter + 7 Kop. for the registration + 5.37 Rub. for the COD (2% of 268.50
Rub.) = 5.51 Rub. The item is overfranked by 1 Kop. (14 Kop. on front and 5.38 Rub. on the reverse)
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6.3. Cash on delivery - Nachnahme
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COD cover sent from Klintzi to Talnoe in April 1916. Normal red 3 registration label combined with
a purple label « HAJIOXKEHHBIH TUIATEXD ». Use of the 2 and the 5 rouble values of the
Romanov series.

Tariff :
10 Kop. for the letter + 10 Kop. for the registration + 8.58 rouble for the COD (2% of 428.85 rouble)
= 8.78 rouble.
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Reverse (x 0.75)
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Cash on delivery cover with a collected sum of 1480 Rub. Sent from Bakhmut (Jekaterinoslav
Gubernia) to Talnoje (Kiev Gubernia) in May 1918. It bears a total postage of 44.90 Rub. and a
special COD label from Bakhmut inscribed « HAJIOXKEHHBIM TUIATEXH ». Use of Russian
« arms » type stamps in the Ukraine occupied by the central powers.

Ex collections Miskin & Baillie.

Tariff : 35 Kop. for the cover + 15 Kop. for the registration + 44.40 Rub. for the COD (3% of the
collected sum) = 44.90 Rub. The cover is correctly franked.



	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054
	055
	056
	057
	058
	059
	060
	061
	062
	063
	064
	065
	066
	067
	068
	069
	070
	071
	072
	073
	074
	075
	076
	077
	078
	079
	080
	081
	082
	083
	084
	085
	086
	087
	088
	089
	090
	091
	092
	093
	094
	095
	096
	097
	098
	099
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105
	106
	107
	108
	109
	110
	111
	112
	113
	114
	115
	116
	117
	118
	119
	120
	121
	122
	123
	124
	125
	126
	127
	128
	129
	130
	131
	132
	133
	134
	135
	136
	137
	138
	139
	140
	141
	142
	143
	144

