THE END IS NEAR!
LAVAR TAYLOR

With the outbreak of World War |, Germany gradually began losing control of its ten colonies and its post offices abroad. Loss of
formal political control over Germany's colonies and post offices abroad did not come until after the signing of the Treaty of
Versailles. Practical loss of control of its colonies and post offices abroad started almost immediately after the start of the War and
continued over the next five years. The last German post office on colonial soil closed in 1917, and the last German post office
abroad closed in 1919. This exhibit tells the story of Germany's loss of control of its colonies and post offices abroad, as reflected
through postal history. It includes mail that was in transit to or from the colonies/post offices abroad as of the outbreak of the War.
It also includes mail sent after the start of the War to or from the German colonies and post offices abroad, and mail sent within the
German colonies after the start of the War, prior to the closing of the German post offices located there.

1. TOGO

The first fighting anywhere between English and German troops after the start of the War took place in Togo in early August, 1914,
Before the month was out, British and French troops had defeated the Germans and took control of Togo. No civilian mail made its
way into or out of Togo after the outbreak of the War but prior to the German surrender. The last mail left Togo on the ship Henny
Woermann in late July. The ship took refuge in Brazil upon the outbreak of the War and returned to Germany in October of 1914.
Internal mail from some German Post Offices in Togo was possible as late as the last week of August.

Cover postmarked Lome,
Togo on July 27, 1914
with the rare Lome "a"
cancel. Carried on the
Henny Woermann to

Germany via Brazil.
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2. SAMOA

Samoa was occupied by New Zealand troops on August 29, 1914. No shots were fired by the Germans when the New Zealanders
arrived. International mail to and from Samoa is known after the start of the War until just prior to the German surrender.
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3. GERMAN POST OFFICES IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE (TURKEY)

By agreement with the Ottoman Empire, all civilian German post offices in this country were closed on September 30, 1914. No
other German post offices abroad or postal administrations in German colonies were closed voluntarily after the start of the War.
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Registered Cover sent from the German post office at Constantinople to Paris, France on August 20, 1914, transited Brindisi on
August 25, held by the Germans and marked undeliverable due to the War, somehow delivered into the hands of the French,
censored by France and marked to be delivered by order of the French military, delivered January 5, 1916 per docketing on reverse.
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4. MARIANA ISLANDS

The Mariana Islands were occupied by the Japanese in September and October. No civilian mail sent after the start of the War was
delivered to the Marianas prior to the closing of the sole German post office, located in Saipan. The last civilian mail steamer left
Saipan in late June, 1914. The last civilian mail out of the Marianas left in early July, 1914 and was carried by German Naval ships.

The German post office at Saipan closed on September 3, 1914.

Registered cover sent
from Saipan on July 1,
1914 To Germany. Part of
the last batch of civilian
mail to leave the
Marianas. Only a handful
of covers from this batch
are known. Carried by the
SMS Gneisenau, transiting
the Philippines on August
5, arriving in Germany on
September 20, 1914,




5. CAROLINE ISLANDS

The Caroline Islands were occupied by Japanese troops in August through October of 1914. No civilian mail sent after the start of

the War was delivered to the Caroline Islands prior to the Germans' surrender.

Cover mailed
from Germany to
Angaur on July
16, 1914,
censored by the
allies Returned as
undeliverable
due to the war.

L ISLANDS

This colony included a large number of islands, including both Jaluit and Nauru. Jaluit was occupied by the Japanese on September
29, 1914, while Nauru was occupied by the Australians on November 8, 1914. The German post office in Jaluit stopped operations in
late September, while the German post office in Nauru remained open until November 8, 1914.

Post card mailed aboard
the German ship Aeolus on
August 23, 1914, addressed
to Likieb,an atoll in the
Marshall Islands, transiting
Jaluit on September 26,
shortly before the Japanese
occupied Jaluit. The Aeolus
carried copra from the
Marshall Islands to Hawaii.
It was destroyed hy the
Japanese navy in November
before it could enter U.S.
territorrial waters in Hawaii,
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Registered cover
mailed from
Germany to
Nauru on July 24,
1914, intercepted
and held by the
Australians,
returned to
Germany in 1920.

Registered Cover
mailed from
Germany to Jaluit
onlJuly 7, 1914
intercepted and
held by the
Japanese,
officially sealed
and returned to
Germany in
1920.




7. KIAUTSCHOU

Kiautschou was the home of Germany's East Asia Naval Squadron, which went to sea at the start of the War. In late August, Japan
declared war on Germany, with the goal of seizing this colony for itself. A siege was initiated by the Japanese, which culminated in
the Germans' surrender on November 7, 1914. Outgoing and incoming mail service continued from the start of the War until
September 28, 1914. After that date, mail from the colony had to be smuggled through the lines to Tsinanfu or Shanghai.

Post card mailed from
Tsingtau to Greece on
August 3, 1914, the day
before the UK declared
war on Germany.
Remarkably arrived in
Greece on Sept. 24. Most
mail sent to Germany and
other European countries
at this time did not arrive
until November or
December because it
could not travel via
Siberia. The route
traveled by this card is
unknown.

Cover sent by German soldier
from Tsingtau to Germany on
September 2, 1914. The
Japanese had started their
blockade, but regular mail
service to outside countries
continued until September 28.
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Postal card written in Tsingtau on
September 30, after regular mail
service to the outside had stopped,
smuggled through the lines to
Tsinanfu, where it was postmarked
on October. 12.
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Cover mailed
from Bavaria to

Tsingtau on
August 3, 1914,
returned to
sender due to
the War.

Cover mailed from Germany to
Tsingtau on October 16, 1914,
while the Germans were in control.
By the time it arrived, the Germans
had surrendered and the
addressee was a a POW.
Forwarded to him in a POW camp.




8. GERMAN NEW GUINEA

German New Guinea was spread out over a very large area. This resulted in a very unusual situation. The German governor of this
colony surrendered to the Australians on September 17, 1914, but a portions of German New Guinea remained under German
control until as late as early 1915. The last German post office is believed to have closed in January of 1915. Mail leaving the country
from post offices under German control is known through late September. Incoming mail to German New Guinea was delivered as
late as December. The head of the German Post Office in German New Guinea, after being captured, was obliged to swear an oath
of neutrality and serve as an advisor to Australian postal officials for three months after his surrender.

Cover sent from Rabaul to
Germany on September 8§,
1914 on the last ship to
leave the colony before

the formal surrender of
the Germans. Censored by
local German officials.
Censored mail is very rare.
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Cover mailed from Germany to
sailor aboard the SMS Komet at
Rabaul on July 30, 1914. Traveled
via Japan, arriving in Rabaul in late
October, 1914. Forwarded to a
POW camp in Liverpool, Australia.
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9. GERMAN SOUTHWEST AFRICA

After the outbreak of the War, no mail went into or out of German South West Africa prior to the surrender of the Germans on July
9, 1915. The last civilian mail steamer left the colony on August 3, 1914. Internal mail service continued until the German surrender.

Cover mailed from Windhuk to
Germany on July 30, 1914,
carried on the Gertrude
Woermann to Brazil and then
to Germany, arriving there in
October, 1914.
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e Post card mailed from Bavaria to
%% Luderitzbucht on July 30, 1914,
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returned due to the War.

S

T S

Field Post card mailed
internally from Okaukwejo
to Windhuk on Dec. 1,
1914 by a member of an
expedition that attacked
Fort Naulila in Angola
later that month.
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Cover mailed from the
Dutch Indies in March of
1915, censored in Straits
Settlements and South
Africa, returned in April,
prior to German
surrender, via India,
arriving back in Dutch
indies in July, 1915,
shortly after German
surrender. Cover front
has pink Retour label with
Weltevreden postmark
dated July 28 which has
been folded back to view
front of cover.
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10. CAMEROUN

Cameroun was attacked by both British and French troops after the outbreak of the War. The last civilian mail ship to leave before
the outbreak of the War was the Henny Woermann. Because the Spanish colony of Rio Muni was nearby, the War did not
completely stop the flow of mail into and out of Cameroun. The last German post offices closed in January of 1916, and the last
German troops surrendered at the northern fort of Mora in February, 1916. Internal mail continued until the German surrender.
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Field post cover sent
internally from Ambam
to Bidjoka on October 8,
1915. 1915 year slugs
were never delivered, so
SO year was written in
ink. Ambam cancel

is very rare.

Cover mailed from
Philadelphia, PA to
Batanga on September ;
14, 1914, via London,
where held and

marked undeliverable
due to the War.
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Bata, Rio Muni
f e on August 26,
C 154 1915, censored
in Jaunde.

IF NOT DELIVERED IN 5 DAYS, RETURN TO
REV. W. H. ROBERTS, D.D.
WITHERSPOON BUILDING
1319 WALNUT ST.
PHILADELFHIA, PA.

REV. F. 3. P. HI CKMAN
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The German Post Offices in China remained open after the start of the War through March 16, 1917, when China broke diplomatic
relations with Germany. International and domestic mail service to and from these post offices continued until they closed.

Registered POW cover |
mailed from the German |
PO at Tientsin on Feb, 11, |
1917 to the Red Cross in
Denmark via US, arriving

on April 21, 1917.
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Y, Lrrrrorr S ood % s Vi \_} PO at Shanghai on August 4, 1916, intercepted and
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" Registered cover mailed

from the German PQin
Shanghai on January 5, 1917
to Berlin. At the time the
cover was transiting the
United States, the US
suspended mail service to
Germany. The cover was
held and opened by the
US authorities, then
officially sealed, and
returned to China, where
it was censored and
returned to the sender
on March 12, 1918.
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11. GERMAN POST OFFICES IN CHINA
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12. GERMAN EAST AFRICA

International mail into and out of the colony continued sporadically after the outbreak of the War, through Portuguese East Africa,
until September of 1915, when, due to British pressure, the Portuguese stopped allowing mail to travel this route. Incoming mail is
quite rare. Internally, mail service continued after the War started and came to an end in October of 1917, when German troops, led
by General Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck, left the colony and entered Portuguese East Africa. These troops were never defeated and did

not surrender under November 25, 1918, after learning of the armistice.

Postal card sent to
Germany from crew
member of the SMS
Konigsberg, which was
trapped by the British
in the Rufiji Delta,
postmarked Lindi in
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Cover sent from Bavaria on May 14, 1915
to Amani, endorsed to travel via Portugal
and its colonies to avoid interception by
the British, Amani receiving mark dated
August 16, 1915 on reverse.
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German postal card
mailed"under cover" from
Italy on March 15, 1915 to
small town near Moshi.
Intercepted by British at
Zanzibar and never
delivered. Italy was
neutral until May of 1915.
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Cover mailed from Norway
to "Uoschi, Ost Afrika" on
August 31, 1915 via Amerika,
censored by the British and
returned as undeliverable

due to the War.
B R S e TN ey
o L 1 LA
? L S
Pofttarte
Die angebogens - i
e fnfue. Message-reply card sent internally
Antwort from Liwale to Rupanda on
beftimmt, .
. September 27, 1917, via Field Post
B RTCTIT T R B BTN B e LT BT e e e e e
(Steafie b Savdminmes) o Office No. 3, shortly before all
- German post offices closed.
\ - . e I "'5"_-&.1’

13, GERMAN POST OFFICES IN MOROCC
Germany maintained post offices in both the French area of Morocco and the Spanish area of Morocco. When WW!1 broke out, all

German post offices in French Morocco were promptly closed. German post offices in Spanish Morocco remained open, but most of
them closed by the end of 1914. The post office at Larasch remained open until June 11, 1919!

Post card sent from
Larasch in October, 1914,
addressed to the former
German postmaster of
Tangier, then in Brussels,
Belgium. The sender
states that he is the only
German postal official
currently in Morocco and
that the German postal
worker Seyfurt in
Casablanca had been
killed by the French.
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