
English Setters in America

Before the 1800s the Setter dog breed included Gordon, Irish and English Setters. In 1825, Edward
Laverack ofWhitechurch, England bought a brace ofEnglish Setters who's progeny swept all field
trial competition for the next 50 years. In 1871 Laverack sold two of his dogs, Dan and Dick, to R.L.
Purcell Llewellin at a field trial at Shewsbury, England. The offspring quickly attracted the notice
ofsportsmen in North America. Dan sired Gladstone who quickly established himself as a top field
performer and sire. Count Noble, a dog purchased directly from Llewellin by Dave Sanborn of
Dowling, Michigan in the 1870s, was bred to Gladstone's daughters. Those breedings produced
dogs that dominated the field trial circuit. One of these dogs, Count Gladstone IV, won the
inaugural National Bird Dog Championship, held at West Point, Mississippi in 1896. Today the
Llewellin name is given to the English Setterfield dogs while Laverack's is given to the show dogs.

This exhibit will display some of the images of English Setters found on covers and cards used in
the United States. Most of the early portrayals of English Setters only vaguely resemble the
breed. The earliest cover found with a dog identified as an English Setter is shown below. The
usage of English Setter images on covers is uncommon before the spectacular Du Pont Powder
Company advertising products which included beer trays, cards and covers.

In 1917 Du Pont issued a series of 13 advertising postcards that reproduced paintings by noted
sporting dog painter Edmund Henry Osthaus. Portrayed are the National Bird Dog Champions
of 1896 as well as 1898 to 1910. All but one are Llewellin English Setters. In 1909 a Pointer was
Champion and is shown here for completeness. At least nine of these designs were also utilized
to make covers and all are shown. The remaining four are unreported on covers.

Killbuck English Setter Kennels in Wooster, Ohio ca. 1883

The earliest reported advertising coverfeaturing a kennelfor English Setters.



Du Pont Powders

After Five DaY3 Return to

LEE MOORE
R. D.

OTTERBEIN, -INDIANA.

Du PONT BULK AND Du PONT DENSE.

1921 cover illustrated with cropped Osthaus painting of boy learning to shoot

the full painting as shown on a Du Pont beer tray



Du Pont Nemours

U.seOny'
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F . BALL ).\ B I)

WASHINGTON C.H. OHIO

R. S. WADDELL, Gen" Agent,
11'4- 111 9 Union Trust Building, Ci·nclnnati, Ohio.

1902 cover illustrated with brace of English Setters, Du Pont Nemours 1900 copyright date

The earliest reported Du Pont advertising cover with English Setters.



Du Pont Powders

Count Gladstone IV (Champion 1896)

<.[U PON})
DU PONT, BALLI STITE AND SCH U LTZE SMOKELESS. DU PONT BLACK.

COCINT Gt."O,TONE: IV

C ...... MPrO N 1896

av COUNT NOSt.E-Rvav's GIRL

1917 cover with Osthaus image of "Count Gladstone IV" by Count Noble - Ruby's Girl

post card with Osthaus image of "Count Gladstone IV" by Count Noble - Ruby's Girl

r



Du Pont Powders

Tony's Gale (Champion 1898)

DU PONT, BALLISTITE AND SCHULTZE SMOKELESS. DU PONT BLACK.

TONY'S GALE

CHAMPION Je9S

av ANTONIO·NEl.LIE G

11 «UPON})

1917 cover with Osthaus image of "Tony's Gale" by Antonio - Nellie G

post card with Osthaus image of "Tony's Gale" by Antonio - Nellie G



Du Pont Powders

Joe Cumming (Champion 1899)

DU PONT, BALLISTITE AND SCHULTZE SMOKELESS. DU PONT BLACK.

(UPON]) ...-

JOE CUMMING

CHAMPION 1899

BY ANTON10-P1CC'OLA

1917 cover with Osthaus image of"Joe Cumming" by Antonio - Picciola

SHOOT

@tOID
POWDERS

post card with Osthaus image of "Joe Cumming" by Antonio - Picciola



Du Pont Powders

Lady Count Gladstone (Champion 1900) / Geneva (Champion 1903)

Osthaus image of "Lady Count Gladstone" by Count Gladstone IV - Dan's Lady

Osthaus image of "Geneva" (Champion 1903) by Tony Boy - Lena Belle



Du Pont Powders

Sioux (Champion 1901-1902)

DU PONT, BALLISTIT~ AND g.HULTZE SMOKELESS.;>·60,'·P'DNT BLACK.
" . .~.~~-

«UPON})s

1917 cover with Osthaus image of "Sioux" by Count Whitestone IV - Hester Prynne

post card with Osthaus image of "Sioux" by Count Whitestone IV - Hester Prynne



Du Pont Powders

Mohawk II (Champion 1904)

DU PONT, BALLISTITE AND SCHULTZE SMOKELESS. DU PONT BLACK.'

<@POND pH

1919 cover with Osthaus image of "Mohawk II" by Tony Boy - Countess Meteor

post card with Osthaus image of "Mohawk II" by Tony Boy - Countess Meteor



Du Pont Powders

Allambagh (Champion 1905)

DER<(U PONJ)H
DU PONT, BALLISTITE AND SCHULTZE SMOKELESS. DU PONT BLACK.

A4".\..A ..... SAGIo+
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OV DASH ANTONIQ-€.L.OREO ~AnK

80666
~~8Gtff

1918 cover with Osthaus image of "Allambagh" by Dash Antonio - Eldred Lark

post card with Osthaus image of "Allambagh" by Dash Antonio - Eldred Lark



Du Pont Powders

Pioneer (Champion 1906) I Prince Whitestone (Champion 1907)

Osthaus image of "Pioneer" by Count Whitestone - Bonnie Doone

Osthaus image of "Prince Whitestone" by Count Whitestone - Queen Lilla



Du Pont Powders

Count Whitestone n (Champion 1908)

T «UPOND
DU PONT, BALLlSTITE AND SCHULTZIt S.M-O-KELESS. DU PONT BLACK.,-

.'

COUNT WMaTESTO"Hir It

CHAMPION 19,0.

~GV COUNT WHITIE$TONE-M£CCA'Q LADY

1917 cover with Osthaus image of "Count Whitestone II" by Count Whitestone - Mecca's Lady

post card with Osthaus image of "Count Whitestone II" by Count Whitestone - Mecca's Lady



Du Pont Powders

Manitoba Rap (Champion 1909)

DU PONT, BALLISTITE AND SCHULTZE SMOKELESS. DU PONT BLACK,

<[UPON})

1918 cover with Osthaus image of "Manitoba Rap" (pointer) by Ripple - Lady Cyrano Rush

post card with Osthaus image of "Manitoba Rap" (pointer) by Ripple - Lady Cyrano Rush



Du Pont Powders

Monora (Champion 1910)

After Five Days R.eturn to

HARRY B. FISHER
7125 Woodlawn Avenue

Philadelphia, Pa.
PASCHh

~.~

STATI~~

1923 cover with Osthaus image of "Monora"

post card with Osthaus image of "Monora" by Mohawk II - Tankus



Remington / US Climax Shells
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After..five days returu to
Shapiro Sporting Goods Co.

34 Coldeu Street Newburgb. N. Y.

1919 cover with illustration of hunter with English Setter

•

SARGE~!T II JD CO

:JE\'J HilVEfI corJN

FOR SALE BY

VA.-CARO. HARDWARE CO.
Richmond, Va.

1920 cover with illustration of soldier hunting over a brace of English Setters



Peters Shells

1928 cover illustrated with brace of English Setters
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all over reverse of cover advertising (at 80% of original)



Winchester

E. M. SMITH

MARS HILL, MAINE

.. ,'

John Deere Plow Co.

Syraouse 1.Y •

·s ,5
I. PM

MODEL 1912 LIG -WE~
HAMMERLESS REPEATI W~U

12,16 AND 20 GAUGE

WlNCH£sr£R

1916 cover illustrated with brace of English Setters

- THE MAKER OFWINCHESTER GUNS AND CARTRIDGES
IS BY INVITATION MEMBER OF

MORE

WlNCH£S1£R
REPEATING RIFLES
ARE USED FOR
HUNTING THAN
ANY OTHER
MAKE

NEARLY HALF A
MILLION SATISfiED
SPORTSMEN SHOOT

WlNCH£ST£R
REPEATING

SHOTGUNS

all over reverse of cover advertising (at 80% of original)



Kennel Advertising Covers

It not called for in IO days, return to

THE SAINT GEORGE KENNELS,
, E. W. JESTER, Druggist-.

FROPRIcETOR,

~.AINT QE<JRGES, 'DEL,

Breeder of Fine Setters lIind Italia;:' Grey­
hounds of most fashionable pedigr.ees.

-. - --
Cboice representatives of Rob Roy, Druid,

Gladstone, and Daslrlng-Monarch in
constant service.

English Mastiffs, .Beagles, and other sport­
ing and non-sporting Dogs furnished.

1886 Saint George Kennels (E.W. Jester) in Saint George, Delaware

FIRST CLASS BRED DOGS,

OITY OFFIOE,

135 South Eighth Street,
PHILADELPHIA.

Kennels at WOODBURY, N.l
FRED P.KIRBY, Manager.

1891 registered Woodbury Kennels illustrated cover used from Philadelphia



Kennel Advertising Covers

LOTTI E COX KEN NELS

F. R. SWEET. PROP.

ATTLEBORO, MASS.

1929 Lottie Cox Kennels from stamp collector Frank Sweet to dealer Elliot Perry

LOTTI E COX KEN NELS

F. R. SWEET, PROP.

ATTLEBORO, MASS.

1930 registered Lottie Cox Kennels cover from stamp collector Frank Sweet to dealer Elliot Perry



Advertising Covers

1904 FUTURITY STAKE.

Minnesota=North Dakota Field Trials AssGciation.
FRANK RICHARDS, Secretary-Treasurer, . 0 .

STEWART, .. MINN. ?JJy-A-~&- ~d-

~~
~

/

1903 cover from Stewart, Minnesota with advertisement for 1904 Minnesota - North Dakota Field Trials

1901 illustrated cover of Don Rex Whiskey

-----"-------



Advertising Covers

ca. 1875 advertising cover for Gowanda Improved Dog Power device

ON APPLICATION
93· Firs't S'tree't,

H. T. HUDSON,

..

Mr. J. C. Griffith,

Care Capital National Bank •

Salem,

Oregon.

1891 illustrated advertising cover ofH.T. Hudson



Advertising Covers

1901 Austin's Dog Bread cover

NEW YORK

New Bedford Pet Stock Co••

395 Kempton st ••

New Bedford, Mass.

1916 H. Clay Glover's Imperial Dog Remedies cover



Setteresque Illustrations

"LAY UP TREASURES IN HEAVEN."

ca. 1883 "Lay Up Treasures In Heaven" biblical tract cover



Laverack English Setters

Strephon (Champion 1979) / Duke (Champion 1991) / Billy (2001)

real photo post card of

"Strephon of Valley

Run" AKC Champion

in 1979

real photo post card of

"Huntwood Esthete

Clouds of Glory" in

2001

real photo post card

of "Valentine's Duke

Durham" AKC

Champion in 1991


