
THE HISTORY IN POSTAL HISTORY 
LAURENCEBURGH, INDIANA - 1806 TO 1829 

Folded letters are a primary source of contemporary historical information 

in addition to what they tell us about the early postal system. Letters carried 
outside the mail system demonstrate the limits of the postal system in meeting 
the needs of its patrons. This is especially true for letters related to early Indiana 
settlements. Laurenceburgh, now known as Lawrenceburg, Dearborn County, was 
the first major town to sprout in southeastern Indiana. It quickly developed into 
the major commercial center on the then eastern edge of unsettled western lands. 
Its early postal history items reveal historically significant information. 

Before There Was A Post Office 
Letter from Philadelphia, PA April 14, 1806 

Twenty-five cent rate for one sheet traveling over 500 miles. 
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Folded lener sent to (Revolutionary wa:: Captain Sar:::me: C. \·a.;ce a -�1e::-cha."1t at Ci..1ci..""L"1ata-. 
[Cincinnati, Oh10: -or �fo\·ed to Lau.-encebu..-gh bclla.1a :-e::wn.-- �':°e:71t0ry;. Westward mail sen;ce into 
Indiana ended at Cincinnati \Lltil the Lau.--encebu:-gh ?ost Office opened . 'o\·embe:- 26. 1806. \·ince:mes a.1d 
Jeffersomille post offices which ope;:eci ea:-her ::-ecerved .....,a:' once aw-eek O\·erla."'ld via Louis\ille . 1'.e::mc�y. 

�1r. \·a."'lce !>.ad :no\·ed w :..at!:"e::icebt.L.-gl: p:-5.o::- :o :806. :--.::e �885 H�ory o/ .Jearbom. Oluo. and 
SU!lrzerland Counnes in lndum.a co::::::..:::e:its he t\C1.S a:so a gove::-:-..=:e�t sUI'\·eyor p:aCTL1g the City of 
La\\Tenceburgh (name used by the post office ::u� :829 to :89� pu.-chasing the fust rracts of la.:d :..: Ll:.e 
city July 23. 180 1 a..1d that the tow;:i was �ed in ho:io::- of his \\ife ·s maiden name of La\\Tence. 
La\\Tenceburgh became the county seat of Dea:bor:i Cou..."lty when it was organized January 2-1. 1803. 
Howe\·er, the na::ne o: the post office was not co::-::-ected unti: Ju::e 6, :829. This presented a problem when 
using its first circular date stamp de\ice first seen o::i '.'viay 23, 1820 

The letter above requests '.'vir. Vance make immediate settlement on an overdue account related to his 
old Revolutionary War unit. Two other former officers were concerned they would ha\·e to repay this debt as 
they were guarantors on the note. 



Territorial Stampless Folded Letter 
Laurenceburgh, IN September 13, 1810 

Twenty-five cent rate for one sheet traveling over 500 miles. 

, 
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Opened November 26, 1806, Laurenceburgh was the official spelling for this post office until 
June 6, 1829 ,,·hen it "·as changed to -La\\Tenceburgh". James W. Hunter became postmaster at that 
date. This post office adopted its current spelling of "'La\\Tenceburg" August 3, 1894. 

Postmasters serving at the Laurenceburgh, Indiana Post Office were James Dill. appointed 
November 26, 1806, follo\\'ed by Isaac Dunn on November 25 , 1811 (December 11, 1811 ?). Baker lists 
Samuel Vance as being appointed October 1, 1811 but his actual service in office for less that t\\·o months 
is in doubt. Baker also lists James Dill being again appointed October 2. 1815. We find no e''idence ofa 
break in senice for Isaac Dunn until James Hunter assumed the office. These conclusions are based 
upon revie,,ing local documents from the nineteenth century and USPO records. 

Letter from Dr. Jabez Perci,·al, the first "physician and surgeon" to settle in Laurenceburgh. to 
Mr. Samuel Eliot concerning a legal action Eliot had pending in the next circuit court. He \\Tote: 

I am confident Thomas·s attorney 1s going to attempt to pro\·e that the suite 
1s going on \\1thout your dlrecoons if you cannot git (get] here you may Rite (wntel 
Direcoons to �fr. Dill to Conduct the business for you be keeps the post office he Does 
as :nutch [much] business as any attorney at this ume 



enitarial Stampless Folded Letter 
Carried Ontside The Mail 

Laurencehurgh, March 17, 1811 

ramily letter carried as a -fa\·or- by -\1r. Ra."'.ldolf:>h� to his \"\ife. At this time there \\·as no direct 
route :rom Laurenceburgh to Vincennes. The m2ils went either to Cincirmati. Ohio or Frankfon, Kentucky 
where it: was held to meet another route to Louis\ilie. From there it tra\·eled the \\·eekly mail route to reach 
Vincenries. .\fr. Randolph could pro\ide much faster. and possibly more certain, deli\·ery senice. 

Family letter of news and encouragement to Catherine from her "sister", Mary M. Vance, and 
�elder brother'". La\\Tence Vance. Catherine is \\ith child. Mary, who has children, writes: 

I feal [feel] at times so - overwhelmed \\ith toil and arodetv, that I forget the many 
ia\·ours [ia\·orsj I daily receive from a kind pro\-idence; my children all enjoy fine health, myself 
toilarable [tolerable], my little boy grow's finely and is very good; - from what I learn from Mr. R. 
your trouble is about to commence (pleasure you think I suppose) that of nursing and carresing 
[caressmg] the dear pledge of your connubial affection ... 



Territorial Stampless Folded Letter 

Laurenceburgh, IN August 1, 1811 
Sever...teen cent rat:e for one sheet traveling over 150 up to 500 miles. 
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Cathe:ine Ra."1do!ph. \\ife of Thomas Rando�ph, :\ttomey General of the Indiana Territory, 

pro\·ed \\ise in her humbly offered opinion. The territorial capital moved from Vincennes to Corydon 
on May 1, 1813. Later. after becoming the first state capital December 1 L 1816. Corydon lost this honor 
to the new, more centrally located city of Indianapolis in 1824. She wrote: 

On the subject of )T. Lvourj purchasing Jone's House I give it as my serious 
opL-tion that it would be most prudent not to purchase 1l, as 1 believe Vincennes \vill not be 

our permanent place of residence. The seat of Govenunenr will be the most lucretive pucrati\·ej 
place in the Territory, to one of)T. [yourj profession [lawyerj, so that (1 think) the best plan 
for you to follow, will be to postpone purchasing a House untill [untilj that is permenently 
[permanentlyj fo:ed. 



Territorial Stampless Folded Letter 
Laurenceburgh, IN April 13, 1813 

"Public Service" free frank, (denied). 
Seventeen cent rate for one sheet traveling over 150 up to 500 miles. 
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Postmaster Isaac Dunn appears to have been correct to not allow this letter to go without postage 
under Mr. Smith's signature. Patrons regularly attempted takjng vel'") broad license \\"ith the 
franking pri,·ileges during this era. The alternative address reflects the pending move of the seat 
of territorial government May 1, 1813. 

Lieutenant Colonel Enoch Smith commanded the Third Regiment of the territorial militia. During 
this period of the War of 1812 it manned block houses on the edge of the Indian lands near what is now 
Brookville, Indiana. He \\"rote: 

Ir appears to be the general opinion of all persons m this quarter whos (whose) 
opmmon (opm1on) are wonhen (wonhy) of regard that it will bee (be) better ef (il) necessity 
requll"es thell" Serns (serv1ce) to keep men already Drafted m Sen;s (sen;ce) on Dut:v for 
the penod of three Mounths (months] .. 

Laurenceburgh began receiving mail b) Route No. 106 in 1814. It was an intermediate stop on 
this \\"eekly Cmcmnati, Ohio to Louisville, Kentucky trek over what passed for roads but were mostly old 
Indian trails on the Indiana side of the Ohio River. Laurenceburgh \\'as also the starting point for 
Route Number 110 to Salisbury, Wayne County, Indiana. 



Statehood Period Stampless Folded Letter 

Lau.renceburgh, IN June 10, 1818 
Court papers sent free 

........... 

State o: ::ici:a..."":a Supe:ior Cou::t \fay Te:-m :818 assignment of errors written by Reuben Kiddes. 
attorney. sent :·ro::-i Laurenceburgh to Ve\·ay. John F. Dufour at Vevay was both the postmaster and court 
clerk. Isaac Du:L.-i was the postmaster at Laurenceburgh \\·ho let this letter pass \\·ithout postage. 



Postmaster's Free Frank 
Laurenceburgh, IN 

Postmaster's free frank 

��7 . 

May 22, 1820 

� 5�a dd/£;,.__) 
Wrapper for an unknown document sent to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Contents probably were 

not post office related business. It would not have been uncommon for a postmaster to use his franking 
privilege for personal mail during this period. 



Earliest Known Handstamp Cover 
Laurenceburgh, IN May 23, 1820 

Revolutionary war pension correspondence sent free 
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Earliest knov.·n example of the only handstamp cancelin g device reported from Laurenceburgh. 
Nore the abbre\iation for the tO\\·n name is "LAWRG.IN." \\·hich did not match the official spelling for this 
post office. This may be \\·hy it was only used sparingly until mid 1828 shortly before the official name 

change. This device was used well into the 1840's and sporadically thereafter vv:ith various color inks. 
Only rn·o early red ink examples have been reported bet,veen 1820 and 1822. It did not replace the 
routine use of manuscript marking until 1825. 



Manuscript Cover Sheet 
Laurenceburgh, IN 
$1.00 postage appropriate for 
eight sheets traveling between 
80 and 150 miles. 
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March 29, 1823 

Cover page from 
a document sent to 

the Clerk of the Court of 
Common Pleas. Circle,;ne. Ohio. 

Contents were probably an affidavn. 

, 



Manuscript Laurenceburgh with full date 
Laurenceburgh, IN January 27, 1824 

Thirty-seven and one-half cent triple rate for three sheets traveling 
between 80 and 150 miles . 

...e::g-�-:: ::-..:.:: s:::ee: :ega: C.oc:::=e::: ';\·rue!:. :::ac a_-i e::c:ost.:.:-e. :-te Justice o:- :be Peace. '.)a.;.: 
Hage:-:::a:: ::-a..-:s....:. ::ie-.::. :!:e sig::ee de;x>s:no:1s ::e :oo::.. swo::-:1 u:-ide:- oath f:-om Joh.1 Deneson Dece::1 be:-
22:-:c a::.c :-:. _.;. �;:;:.:: :i:: :>ece:;:::X:- 23:-c C0:1Ce:--=-:g a Cis;nrted ous:..-:ess debt. Jus�ce of the Peace :>a.-.:. 
::age:--a- Ce • ..:=:ee �e :-;;-o ce;x>s:::.o::s :...-: a s:g::ec s:ate::1e:1t 0:1 :>ece::ibe:- 23:-c Fo=-=ier pos-.:..-::as:e:­
Ja=es ::::>� �e:-. Ce:-'.::.: o: Coi..:.:-:s o:· ::::>ea:bo:-:-i Cot.:...'-:: certified that Danl. Hagenna.'"1. before whom the en­
c:os.......C de;x>s:t:o::s �:::-e s·'"o::::l a::.C. s::3sc:-:�. v-;::.s a: :...11.e �e o: swea.-i."1g a_.,c s::.:: a: the t.::"le o: ce::-...:.=:­
ca::.o:: a ..;...:s::ce o: �e ?eace :·c:- ::::>ea::,0:-:: cot:_-:�- -a..-:c :i..::: iaith a.."1c c:-eciit a:-e cue to aJ his ofEc1al ac:s 
as s:.:c!:. - :-o ·• :::..::::. ::.e -.::e::-e�:c � -xec. :...�e sec.: c: o'..l:- Said co:.::::- 0:1 ::>ece:::ibe:- 29. :823. Ir was :-:;ailed 



Turned Letter First Carried Outside The Mail Then Returned 
Manuscript Laurenceburgh with full date 

Laurenceburgh, IN July 27, 1825 
Twelve and one-half cent rate for one sheet traveling between 80 and 150 miles. 

/ 

June 18, 1825 legal \\·arrant sent to the "Sheriff Dearboum County Indiana Laurenceburg Post 
Office Postage Paid" by the clerk of courts of Greene County Thomas Warnick at Bloomfield, Indiana. 
The Bloomfield post office had just opened May 28, 1825. There is no Bloomfield post office notation or 
date posted. It appears this item \\·as carried outside the mail to Laurenceburgh. It \ms mailed back to 
the "Greene County Circuit Court, Ind" again without reference to the Bloomfield post office July 27 
twelve and one-half cents postage collect. 



Circular Date Stamp - Black Ink 

Laurenceburgh, IN August 3, 1825 
Twenty-five cent double rate for two sheets traveling between 80 and 150 miles. 
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Sarne device seen used with red ink 1820 to 1822. Earliest reported use in Baker of this de\;ce \\th 

black ink. KnO\\·n cO\·ers indicate this device was regularly used \\·ith various color inks from 1828 :..:::o 
iate 1849. Very long-lived device considering the next reported device appeared in May of 1846. 



Manuscript Laurenceburgh 

Laurenceburgh, IN August 23, 1825 
Twelve and one-half cent PAID rate for one sheet traveling between 80 and 150 miles. 

:...e::grhy :egal ci.ocu::!e:n sent -?a:c.- :o :!":e c:e:-� o: :::e 0:-c..::.ge Co:.:::::· c:...-cu.:: Co:::-: a: -?:o:z.­
:Pao:i:. ::1c:a.1a bears a ::Januscript ca.1ce: Lwe:;:y days c:_-"':e:- :.::e :-ea?;>e2-G....":Ce o:· t..'.:;.e =::-s: c-.c:-c·..:2:- ea:e 
sta.··::q o:: a :ene:-. The ci:-cular date srar::p de\-:ce \Yas . ·o-:- co::s:s:e::C..:y :.:see u..1ti: :S28. ..:a:::.:.sc:-:?: 
ca.1ce:s co::r:...1ue to occasionally appear o:-i lene:-s fro= :..au:-e:-iceoa_-g.":. a.1c !ace:- :..a"-:-e:ice:r.�-�":. -;;;e: 
into t:he :s3o·s. :\ :e"· are kno\\11 from t:he :8.!!.0's. 

Co:: rems of this document make for rad1er dry :-eadi_-:ig .. .\.-"lot.he:- '::n.:si..1ess dea.: go::e 3ac :--as 
\\·ou::d up:_.., the cou:-ts. You get to :-ead :nany boring lene:-s to 5.nci :he ge=s. 



Letter Carried Outside The Mail 

Laurenceburgh, IN (dateline) December 17, 1825 
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Pe:-sonal letter carried oms:de the :nail by :::e -?O:..:teness- o: a �t-. Beci:-o:-d :':-o= ::....au:-e::cebu:-gh to 
Mary S. Randolph who was \isiting GO\·ernor Ha:. �so:i i.."l Ci..ncinna::i (\orth Bend) Ohio. It is ::10t c:ea:- if 
the money was inside this note or hand delh·ered by �!.:-. Beci:ord. 

! send by Mr. Bedford Ph·e dollars for you I w:sh you rn geI your self 
a pai: of High Laced boots or shoes ... 

P.S. Give my respects to Mr. Harrison & family and Remember me to 
W. Henry Harrison ... and bum this letter A. H. Dill 

Thankfully, Mary did not consign this letter to the stove. Many other important early folded letters met 
their demise as starter fuel . 



Circular Date Stamp - Black Ink 
Laurenceburgh, IN May 12, 1828 

Twelve-five cent rate for one sheet traveling over 400 miles. 

Lengthy repon \Yritten by E. R. Fairchild concerning the stams of American Bible Society Chapters 
in most of the established counties of Indiana. Toe current condition of the chapters ranged from healthy 
and active to declining. 

At Brook'"\ille the seat of the Franklin Co. Soc. nothing could be 
done. I need howe\·er forty Dollars in part pay for books formerly received 
by that Society. 

Mr. Fairchild appears to have been on a journey checking upon the society's affairs in Indiana. 

In the course of a few days, I shall leave this to return to the City of N.Y. 



Circular Date Stamp - Black Ink 
Laurenceburgh, IN December 15, 1828 

Six cent rate for one sheet traveling less than 30 miles. 
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A short personal note from James Dill in his later years, dateline December 7, mailed to Mary 

Randolph at North Bend, Ohio. This may indicate she \ms staying Kith the W. H. Hanisons or other fam­
ily in the area. Either there was no more convenient ,,·ay for Mr. Dill to send this gift or he \\·as comfort­
able with the security of the mail service on such a short route. Full text follows: 

My Dearest Child, 

I enclose you a five dollar note, a part of my earnings, since I ca.me here; 
would to gocl [scratch outj I could make it five thousand, instead of $5_ you may 
possibly have need of a triffle, ["until I" scratched outJ before I return; and use it 
economically, you will never want, or wish for any thing in the reach of your 
adopted Father so long as he lives; and he now cares little a.bout life, except to 
see you and Betsy well settled 

Mary S. Randolph 

ever yours 
James Dill 
7 Dec 1828 

Thankfully, again, Mary did not burn this or many of her letters. The bulk of her correspondence 
remains in private hands today. This exhibit concludes with the hope others acting as the current 
stewards of similar material will share the history within their postal history collection with others. 
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