SELLING INDIANA
HOOSIER CIVIC ADVERTISING COVERS

How cities and towns sold themselves to the world in the good old days
B.C. - “before computers”

Think of the envelope used by your local merchants as being your community’s web page.
What would be the most important facts you could place in front of customers or
prospective commercial ventures looking for a new place to locate? Civic advertising
envelopes did just that from the 1880’s into the 1930’s.

Civic advertising covers emphasize the best reasons to settle and do business with the
sponsoring community. They were used by private individuals and businessmen. Some
were sponsored by community organizations. The following selected examples carry the
first class franking and postmarks of their era except as noted. An image accompanies
selected two-sided items where needed. Let’s look at a few examples.

Angola, Steuben County Seat January 21, 1909

Joseph Butler, Attorney and Notary Republic, promoting Angola as, “Just the town”.

ANGOLA AND STEUBEN COUNTY, INDIANA



Aurora, Dearborn County September 7, 1899

C. B. & M. Association promotional text used by several companies.

Brazil, Clay County Seat May 10, 1903

F.W. Schultz, Druggist, “The clay and coal metropolis of the west”.




Cambridge City, Wayne County undated third class item from the 1890’s

The Wayne National Building and Loan Association promoted railroad access.
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Elwood, Madison County January 29, 1908

Sheridan Clyde, Real Estate and Insurance Brokerage, images of the town.
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Elwood, Madison County October 27, 1893

C. M. Greenlee, Attorney, “The Great Natural Gas Field Of Indiana “.

Map showing the Railroad Facilities of

ELWOOD, IND..

Xer Location as to the Great Cities of the Vest, und
as to {he heart of

THE GREAT NATURAL GAS FIELD OF INDIANA.

CUELE UNLISITIED AND FREE!

RED COLOGR shews 1he heart of the Gas Ficld where wIls have
a swinimum tlow of 4,069,000 culbic feet per day.

BLUE COLOR indicnics (e halunce of the field where the flow
runs as Jow as 1,000,008 cubic fect per day.




Elwood, Madison County

Elwood Commercial Club seeking new business.

July 3, 1906

HHaynegs & COMPANY

A ELWOOD COMMERCIAL GLUB

ELWOOD. INBIANA

F E. Dellurity, Secretary

\ i
% ELWOOD, INDIANA )
i Population, 15,000 v
+& 20 Factories in Operation
M 2,500 Lmployes \

$139,600 Monthly Pay Roll k(‘
A Two Railroads E;
i Miles of Switch i
i Cheap Factory Sites U
ﬁ! Tow Coal Rates ) 2{!
i Interurban Lines to all Points -

/

Evansville, Vandenberg County seat

SEND FOR PROSPECTUS |

Business Men’s Association seeking new business.

April 22, 1890

YACTS ABOUT EVANSVILLE, INDIAMA,

ON THE OHIO RIVER. POPULATION 53,000

Never Overflows. Coal in Abandance; delivered at 75c per tor Z.r Manufacturing
Parposes, The larget and best Hard Wood Lumber Mark».1n the U, §. Splendid
Railroad Facilities, seven Railpoads terminating in ~ae City frem the Norta.
South, East and West Good Kivae Trasspe: .2t~ all the year round; eight Steam-
boat Lines, all terminating at thiz port, ave 21 thea daily, All Modern Improvemsnts
belonging to cities. School Fucllities Eezccially Good.- Sitnated in the Tobacco and
Grain Belt. Real Bsirie Investmerts $te Manufactuiing and Jobbing Center.
Excellent Retail Trzad  Port of Entry, and the nearest large city to the mouths
of the Cumberla=d, Tennesse:, Green and Wabash Rivers, all navigated by our boats.
A very heal'sy climate... W claim as many advantages for manufactering as any
inland !4y In the U. §. and can show them, Address all communications o= farther

inforzuatien to 5
V. S. ETREINNCET., =

dec’y Busineas Men's Assomatior

~




Fort Wayne, Allen County seat November 10, 1895

Fleming Manufacturing Co. showed 1images promoting the “Third City of the State”.

Indianapolis, Marion County seat June 2, 1938

Indianapolis, the crossroads of America.

Arthur L.Bailey,
847 N.LaSsalle St.,
Indlanapolis,

Indliana.



Jeffersonville, Clark County November 27, 1897

Jeffersonville, Indiana Commercial Club, “We Want Factories...”
’

WE WANT FACTORI .
~WE HAVE INDUCEMENTS.
Kokomo, Howard County seat April 16, 1887

Citizens’ Committee on Manufactories, “Kokomo’s Manufacturing Advantages”.

~ Kokomo'’s Manu:acturmg Pdvantages. gl
{ <. An inexhaus tible ajcaeh0|;;;_;)f Natupe*s (“hpup

Light and Fueil— NATURAL GAS—th three wells

already developed furnishing

15,000,000 CUBIE FET PER DAY,

?\N’i‘xltdb]e bonanzaio 1 apvifucturers who re quire cheap
Sae

~2:4. '\d\"mlﬂ“ef"m shipping facilities. Located at
(llt |L"”'Un of~ LIOC St. I.. & P., W., St L. & P., and
(IPTE ME Tl IR 4 Ruilwaye, un.l\\a» between Chi-
eogzo and Cincinnerd, in the vichest farming section of
Indiana, with abundunce of timber within easy access,
there are but fewtowns 1.0 the State of superior railroad
connections.

3. A population of 7000 ;eople noted for their |
euergy, pash, chritt, and liberality.

dth. Public improvements—fine ¢conrt-house, opera-
honse, schiool baildings, seven churenos. Leautifully
shhaded and Macadamized streets, electric 1:,°hit und gas
compunies and a splendidly equipped fire depart-
- went.  All in all firnishing greater inducements to |

Adduess JONN T. STRINGER. Sec. Citizens mannfacturing industries than any other town in (e
Counmitiee on Munwiactories, Kokowa, Ind. United States. |

e




Lafayette, Tippecanoe County seat October 5, 1898

“Second City in the Union in wealth (per capita)”.

(’\3
Second city {n the Union in Four
¢ Lines; 75 Wholesale houses, employini 360 traveling men; Natural Gas,
Electric Ratiways, Iilectric Patd Fire Department, and Metro-

politan Police Force; Seven and Private Banks; ELxtensive
Manufactories; 80 miies improved streets, and 25 free gravel roads;
27 churches. Statistlcal proof of the rmost heaithy and equable climate
inthe CentralUnion. The Bramblie House is One Block from Court
House. Two Blocks from Union Depot and Monon PassengerStation.
Street Cars Pass Hotel to and from all Trains.

LA PORTE, La Porte County seat May 14, 1906

La Porte Business Men’s Club envelope. “A good town to live in,”

TR=. 1.9 MHAARD,
OHTRANG
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Logansport, Cass County seat unused (c1899)

J. J. Busjahn & Co., Druggists, “nine railway divisions”.

Logansport, Ind., 20,00, second railway

Ind. Hospital tor Insane,

railwiy divisiens, splen-

did systont of water works and tine electric light plant

ewned and operatwd by the city, natural gas, electric

rail way, pzid firo department, metropolitan police. brick paved
streets, cement walks, prosperons maunfactories, threo banks,
17 churches, 11 fine schoo! buildings, two business colleges, the
best hotels. A splendid water power, afforded by Wabhash and
Eel Rivers; a healthful elimate amla great agzricultural region.

Return if not delivered in 10 Days to

J. J. Busiahn & Go., Druggists,
308 Fourth St.,, LOGANSPORT, IND.

———————

Logansport, Cass County seat November 23, 1919

Elliott Grocery Company, “Logansport The Hub”.
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Muncie, Delaware County Seat July 14, 1892

Citizens National Bank, “A City Of Free Fuel”.

MUNGIE, INDIRFA

A CITY OF FREE FUEL.
Do Yoo Know

That Munde is the most enterpris ag Natural
Gas ¢1.vin the West?

Zhat when Notural Gas was 10 st discovered
we had les than 5,000 i nabitants, we
now have «ver 16,0007

That within three years Tiuncie will he o
city ol 40,000 neople’

That 11 the Tight a4 Teat of the city is
made by Naturat “ias?

Tha! Delaware Coun” /) of which Muncie ix
tliec county sea’ has enough Gas to sup-
ply w city the .ize of New York?

That there is oot 0 10 ounce of Gas diped ont
of Delawire Chrunty $

Tha! Munere has three cank line railroads,
and the fourth o he huilt this year?

Tha! over {ifty factori 8§ have Leen loeated.,
cmployingover LU fands, and savin ¢
over 3500,.000

That throvgh the oo .oxoffered Dy the
(itizens lon? . agth 200,000

caslt faetery T e factorids are
heing loeted c\'e[‘?vﬁx\'lee}; S

That we hate excellent oscloo’s,  churehos,
publie, libraries, watew works, seweragze,
paid live departnent, two cloetrie light
plouts, street railway, ete., and jost
completing a $100,000 opera house?

That are making fortancs every
week in Muncie real estate?




New Albany, Floyd County seat January 14 and 25, 1905

Commercial Club, “Free Factory Sites For Factory People”.

AFYER FIVZ DA & #ETURN T2
Merchants National Bank,

NEW ALBANY. IND.

| NEW ALBANY, INDIANA.
Free Factory Sites for Factory People.
NEW ALBANY has 235,800 population, 350,000 within a radius of ten miles.
Good public and private schools, churches, 3 national banks,
ai dis ki
e 2 daily and 3 weekly papers, parks, opera house, NEW

pub.ic library and many other public
utilities and is surrounded by a
fine farming country.

ALBANY has
the @hio River, navigable

ALBANY, IND,,
has beautiful scenery,

good fishing and boating, the yearround, insnring cheap
numerous factories, electric lights, transporation of freight and coul, 8
gas, sewers and the best railronde, Penosylvaunia, B. & O.
water workssystem in Bouthern. Monon, C. & O.
the state, the res- L. & N, Big Four and
crvoir pres- I. C. R, R, also
sure being INVESTIGATE! local and i;;:::-n:f-v
75 Ibs. WRITE COMMERCIAL CLUB, = CI;C‘:::

New Albany, Ind. Special inducements
to capitalists, good homes, good opportunities, good
climate, 25 miles paved streets, new asphalt and vitrified pyicle
streets under construction.

SHIPPING FACILITIES UNSURPASSED.

BAKER PTG. HOUBE, M. A. IND

|




New Harmony, Posey County June 6, 1936

New Harmony National Bank, “Home Of The Golden Rain Tree”.

NEW HARMONY--THE HOME OF THE GOLDEN RAIN TREE.

vow Harmony, the Athens of the Wabash, was settled in 1814 by George Rapp, leader of the |
Harmony Scciety, from Wurtemburg, Germany. Immortalized by Lord Byron in Daun Juan. Pur-
chased in 1824 by Tichert Owen of New Lanark, Scotland, co-operationist and puilanthropist. Home
of Wm. Maclure, scientist, 2nthor and founder of Philadelphia Academy % Science and workingmen’s
libraries. Residence and burial pizee of Thomas Say, the fathcr of Awmerican conchology. Head-
quarters of the first United States geologic2! survey. Henie of the first three state geologists of
Indiana, viz., David Dale Owen, Richard Owen and E. T. Cox. Home of Robort Dale Owen, author
and statesman. Residence and burial place of Joseph Neef, the first Pestalozzian teacher in America.
In proportion to popalation, it contains the largest library (26,000 volumes) and the finest art gallery
in America, togetier with a large museum. It was in New Harmony that the first woman’s ciub in
America the Female Social Society—was formed by F¥rances Wright in 1826, which was succeeded
naturally a third of a century later by the founding of the Minerva Society in the Old Fauntleroy
Home, now enshrined by the Indiana Federation of Clubs as the cradle of the woman's club move- |
ment. w~New Harmony is lccated on the Wabash river, 25 miles west of Evansville, on concrete. high- |
way No. 66. Many of the old buildings built over 100 years ago still stand and the town possezses an |
unusual interest for the tourist. The Festival of the Golden Rain Tree is an annual event, held in
mnid-June when the yellow petals are cast upon the grounl, forming a golden carpet. At all seasons
of the year New Harmony invites you.

New Harmony, Posey County December 15, 1939
The Maytield, C.L.Chaffin, Prop., “Through the sycamores...”.




Osgood, Ripley County July 9, 1928

Osgood Club, “A progressive town...”.

RETURN IN FIVE DAYS TO

Frank L. Baylor
OSGOOoD. = INDIANA

OSGOON—-A brosressive town of 1500 inhabhl-
tants, located in the center of Nipley couitsy.
Indizaa, ohe of the best towus 1t Southe: a
indiani. loce2ted on the B. & U, Railruad and
State IlHighway No. 29, midway betweel in-
2innati. Ohin, and Indianapolis: Has Catrnesie
library, four churches, medern hot«cl. file
hemes, wido streets and a new ~G0.900.0i
high schoda!. New $80.000.00 water worss.
sanitary sewer system.  unlimited light and
sower at lonww rates. two large limestore aanr-
cies, baper roll plug cement bhlock
‘actory. coal yard, lumber yard, planing mill,
three jiarse poultry houscs. medern hatchery.
1ry clesmnx costablishment. modern stores.
xrocery and baKery., up-to-date moving picture
hotise. ane newspaper. two banks., with le-
sosits oxceeding £1..,00.000.00. large coanty
fair grounds and nne of the best  fairs  in
(ndiana. Farminz of all hranches especiilly
dairying asnd live stock. Need more peoble s
and factories.  Factorics imd good enterprises 1
2 any kind welecomed. Wil aid all such in

loeating. \Write to Osgood Ciuhb. i
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Stinesville, Monroe County January 13, 1915

Commerce Club, “This stone came from Stinesville, Indiana”.

830,000.00 COMMISSIONED
HIGH SCHOQCL BUILDING
PIKE ROADS

This stene came from

Stinesville, Indiana

"UOTJRTIIOIT] J0F GRID [BI0I0UL

20 MILES FROM COAL FIELDS

INDIANA SOLDIERS’ AND
SAILORS' MONUMENT

$1,060,000.00
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Vevay, Switzerland County seat April 12, 1893

Chas. Sieglitz, Jeweler, facts about Switzerland County.

After ten days return to

CHAS. SIEGLITZ, Jeweler,
Vevay, Indiana.
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Washington, Daviess County seat February 9, 1934
Chamber of Commerce, “A Worth While City”.

Winimaec, Pulaski County seat December 18, 1908

M. E. Falvey, General Merchandise, images of Winamic.
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