ALFONS STACH: WWiII ERA
CZECH STAMP DEALER

This single-frame exhibit presents World War Il era material related to Alfons Stach.
Stach was a prominent stamp dealer in Prague (Praha) who emigrated to the United
States shortly before (sometime in 1938) WWII started and continued his stamp
business in the U.S.A. Stach’s New York City stamp shop was initially located at 116
Nassau St., later moving to 99 Nassau St. In philatelic history and legend, Nassau St.
was a street famous for being the home of many dozens of stamp dealers at this time.

For the purposes of this exhibit, “WWII Era” is defined as June, 1938 (from the Praha 1938 FIP international
stamp show, 26 June-4 July, the last major Czechoslovak show before the war started) through August, 1946
(until the Brno 1946, 3-15 August, the first significant Czechoslovak national stamp show after the war ended).

Material is presented in chronological order.
Scans of cover backs are shown reduced, generally at 60%.
Translations are shown in Helvetica type.
Postage rates are detailed.
100 heller (h) = | koruna (K, K¢, or K¢s)

PROLOGUE
Stach’s retail shop in Praha was located at Ndrodni 30 (Palais Chicago), Praha II. This was in one of the

myriad labyrinthine passageways extending off of Wenceslas Square, the main shopping district in central
Praha. There is still (as of 2012) at least one stamp shop in the Palais Chicago section of passageways.

Stach advertising in

B - selvedge (tabs or coupons) o Gom
) - Drazebn
postov. znamek of Czechoslovak postage postov. znamek
ALFONS STACH
PRAHA 1., stamps.

Auction House
Postage Stamps
ALFONS STACH

PRAHA L,
Narodni 30
(Palais Chicago)

The postmark date (18 December 1935) was the day Edvard Bene§ became Czech
President, replacing T.G. Masaryk who had resigned (14 December). The bottom text on
the postmark reads: Election of President of the Republic



Alfons Stach
116 Nassau Street
New York

September, 1938
covers from Praha
(Prague). Czecho-
slovak stamps bear
Stach’s advertising
labels.

8 September 1938

New York 9/19 and
9/20 receivers

5.50K¢ franking:
2.50K¢ postage (to
20g): 2.50K¢ registry:
overpaid S0h

zavod postovnimi

PRATTA 29
Sntmovna poslaneckd
N. S.

t

PRAHA II, NARODNI TR.'30.

Pat4ac .Chicago®

September, 1938

From: Praha
Registered

15 September 1938

CENSUROVANO =
Censored

Return address hand-
stamp from Stach’s
shop in Praha

New York 10/2 and
10/3 receivers

I0K¢ franking:
7TK¢ postage (2.50K¢
to 20g: 1.50K¢ each

add’l 20g = 4.50K¢ to
80g): 2.50K¢ registry;
overpaid S0h



Alfons Stach

116 Nassau Street
New York

1939
Catalog

Stach’s 1939
Specialized
Czechoslovakia
Catalog

All textis in Czech
Values in $/¢

Published from his
116 Nassau St. address
but printed in
Olomouc, Czechoslovakia

1932, Dr. Miroslav Tyrs
znimky byly vyddny na oslavu jeho 100. narozenin. Letopocet
na znamkach 1832—1932. Stfedni format, zoubkovani 93/, des-
kové oznaceni 1, 1A, téZz bez deskového oznaceni.
Pruhy na kliZené strané.

360 50 h  zelena . —30 —02
360a bez pruhi 1-50 —05
361 1 K¢ cervend —:50 —02
362 2 K& modra . 120 —04
363 3 K¢ hnéda . 1'50 —03

1933, pamétni znamky Pribinovy

byly vyddny u oslav 1100. vyroeci

zaloZeni prvého kfesfanského chrdmu kniZetem
Pribinou v itfe.

Stfedni formdt, zoubkovini 93/, deskova

oznaéeni 1, 1A, téz bez desk. oznaceni. Pruhy
na klizené sfrané.

364 50 h zelend. . . . . . . —10 —02
365 50 h v paru — meziarsi 10—
366 1 K& cervenda . . . . . . —*65 —02
366a 1 K& cervend — meziarsi 70—

1933/36, riaizné portréty

maly format, zoubkované 93/,, pruhy na kliZené strané

367 50 h Zlutozelena B. Smetana . —12 —02
367a syté Zl. zelena. . . . —'18 —06
367b ‘bez prubd . . . . . —40 —03
368 50 h tm. zelend A. Dvoiik —08 —-02
368a bez pruht. . . . . . —40 —03
369 50 h zelend M. R. Stefanik —08 —02
369a zlomen4 deska . . . —40 —35
370 60 h fialova M. Tyrs . . . —08 —02
370a perg. papir . . . . . —25

maly tormat, zoubkovani 12!/, pruhy na klizené strané




Alfons Stach

116 Nassau Street
New York

April, 1938
cover from Brno,
Czechoslovakia’s

second  largest
city.
25 April 1939

Correct 2.50K¢
postage (to 20g)

April, 1939

From: Bmo

First Advertisement

The Czechoslovak Specialist,

THE RPETIAIRT

THE

Only Specialist

OF

All Stamps of

Czecho-Slovakia

COMPLETE STOCK OF ALL ISSUES,
RARITIES, ESSAYS. PROOFS AND
OTHER SPFCIALIZED ITEMS

Alfons Stach

*16 NASSAU STREET
MEW YORK CiTY, N, ¥

KORE PONDENCF CESwWA A SLOVENSKA

Devisova kontrola =
Foreign Exchange (currency) Control

(repeated below in French, the
official international postal language)

Stach’s first advertisement (full page, reduced at
left) in The Czechoslovak Specialist, the journal
of the Society for Czechoslovak Philately, was in
the June, 1939 issue, the second edition of the
journal. He remained a regular advertiser until his
last ad in October, 1983. See last page in exhibit.



Alfons Stach July, 1939
116 Nassau Street From: New York
New York (see next page for details) Registered




Alfons Stach July, 1939
116 Nassau Street From: Nevy York
New York (see previous page for cover) Registered

Cover sent from the Czecho-Slovak Pavilion at the 1939-40 New York World’s Fair.

Czechoslovakia had planned for a pavilion at the 1939-1940 New York World’s Fair (30 April 1939 to 31
October 1940; open April-October each year). The pavilion was unfinished and only partially filled with
Czech products when Nazi Germany occupied Czechoslovakia in March, 1939. The pavilion was supported
and maintained by donations of American-Czechoslovaks and others. One of the money raising campaigns
was the overprinting of souvenir sheets, wholly donated by stamp dealers, and sold at the pavilion. See
interview (below) with Stach from the December, 1973 issue of The Czechoslovak Specialist (pp. 149-50).

6 July 1939

Correct 18¢ U.S. franking:
3¢ postage, 15¢ registry

Czech stamp and souvenir sheet are superfluous.
Czechoslovak Pavilion “*Czechoslovak Day™ postmark

Czechoslovak Specians Praxe 160
3 18 stable, nobody wants to xeli.  And these sheets were indeed stron  thea.
A Chot WIfh Al'l We bought up Wl we could because it was asked of u.. Bt cven today, |
= don’t consider these sheets 1+ “drupy on tac market.” 1 d n't have 20 u h
0|d F"end—AlfOﬂS StOCh shects in iy <tock—s b ar Prapga and the others. | a large cu naty

of thuse after the war oxeepy He t bivie and al! sold ve ) will

Q: When P'res. Benek figrod -he <tamps, were there ust 1000 of the
profile stamp or did he also sien thd cher o profile gtamp 1 believe i
read sonicwhere thatr there wen actaally 20000 signed, count:ng hath types.

There is hardly anything that can
take thu place of a first h nd ac-
count of a philatelic happenmg,
and 1 there is anyone amenr us

who . tood by the cradle of the 1639- Al U une o wsien ‘rea Lenes iL’ﬂlv‘d exnctly 1000 stamps. and these
40 New York World's Fair over are numbored 1 myscf handed them to him and pasted them. Occaswonally
prints, it is our own ALFONS Pres. Bene' - Fer stanps but not s, any sentficant number.
STACH. myself hud him .ign a Mal _ s -« which | had in my colction How
Our interest in this ue was ever, | eventoally sold it for 200.
aroused (though only mudly) in Q: Mr. lowey in STAMPS- wivs that when the Fair closed they were
October of lust year. when our NOT solid ou:. but that the «x ra =“toch was s=old to dealers. You say they
president, Mirko Vondra ¢ hibited were alway. <hort and sold vut evervthing. What is the real story??
rome interesting varieties of this A: All 1 know for cor aun is tha' 1 d:d NOT hay any remaining or left
overprint at NOJEX *72. king over sioch from the ons lute at cluzing time. However, lat-r on 1 bought
through the philatelic literature, we find no hortage of references some of tni material ns par. of the steck of Parker (Tribune Stamp), the
ax well as a fairly comprehensive story in the "PE 1ALI T of some thirteea stock of Kantor (Kent Stumy 3y and later as part of the stock of the United
years ago'. Yet, many questions remain to e an wened, e of which, 1t Stamp Cu. (Franta Voticky:. In iny opinion, if indeed there was material
answerahle, would almost cerisinly enhance irterest .n his somewhat contro- left over after the Fair clo-ed, any dealer would have gladly bought it. At
versial issue. We therefore exchanged :evera! Ietters with Mr. Stack The the time, the Worlds 1 tir 1esue was BIG HIT. Remensher. that Czechoslo-
gist of our correspondence follows: vakia wa. then a favorie Nation, love by the whole frec world. Not only
Question: STAMPS? says that the initial ireue wax «hevr  cach of Czech., bat everybdy L the overprints- particulurly on *Czechoslovax
Scett 239 (Hranslava) and P-26. The 1nitial juantity of the Scott ? 1 Day.”
sheet (Praga) is not kn wn. The numbers apply only to the black  al over- Q: liow overprint dies were there® 1 think I can distinguisa
print; colors suppos cam laer. Doy u hink thke and facts a3 twu vanictie by looking at the dash between Czecho Slovak.
correct? A: You may be righi—but I'mm not sure. | was not informed of this
wer: Yes, these numbers appear correct  However, we were far ton detail by the Consulate.
busy to keep ar accuratc count of this “hot™ iteni. wkic * h 1me was Q: Were scu present ur de you have any real proof that dic was
selling very wel. t th Fair. indeed destroyed by filing ?
Q: How much of th fancy colored. Id and matera <« made’ A: 1 am 1007, certain thit the aie was filed arross the fa Consul
A* This is not known: my ues 15 500 each or thercabou + ovy brouprht it ta me ard showed it tu me. ] insisted that the die be de-
Q: What quuntities of the 1940 overprint do you think e 11® stroyed entirely. but taey did not want ta da it us it was property of the Con-
A: L. s than of the 1939 averprint . . zay 1000 to UM of some items, sulate.

though as far as | recall th re were orly 200 of =ome, ard of cne only X0

fieses: WOGLSIY nowE exic ¥ Obvi usly. Mr. Stach’s forthrighi answers shed some additional and mucn

A ‘hop - 7 X . 5 g . needed i it on the srigin of the Worlds Fair averprints. . do these items
lru:.l(i)u;g’“ her: w s the overprinting done and by whom? Who did the con- Tlons. o oumic o

L s \ Were Ihirsch «til alite and ed ting his eac llent TRIBUNA, the issuc

] ;\.l Tho‘Cu;;ho:ll'muk Conaulate cuntructed with th prict r and the Con- would nv doub e ¢ . aalitlix for pueSiblyriTer ntirensdl) in GReh-

o ula. .-n\:.}:nm (;,, .:i the atenial® T@r ov inting 4 f whom oslova today M ving neither Hirsch'c stature por polijcally motivated

- b BTt il o gvapPniatingg ardiivom phils che taste we <hadl refrain from tollins eollectors what collect. As

was 1t purchased?
A: The Crechoslovak Consulate parchased i f m Mr FPelix Bronner (4
deuler fram Progues and from me.

for us wel) sinply siick this ssue torether wit  vur black prints (&srnotisky).
limited | d-nonminatiin. 1viza « hodno 3« acd other such gems and ee whether

Q: How did the “('7:ECH(). BOVAK™ error come abo t° ::I(:’:nl:;-”:):‘:r;:n':\l‘:i T SRR };);l daid g
A- Wih very printing there occur error . n ac yo k e the prin v
MUST turn evarything in. The errars w r «0ld t ¢ Far for h ¢her pnc s
However, NONE OF THESE EREORS WERFE PROIN oN 'R . E REFERENCE
Q: HMow & you explain the fact tha! you had ¢ a difficult time 1. TAME. | ol 2K, po. 2, July 15, 1939, p. 41
rounding ub Bratisluva and other sheets which eve  tilay are still a drug Z. STAMPS. val. 3. no 10 Dec. 7, 1930, p 330
en the market” 5. STaMPS, vei. 25, noo 5 Auge 5, 1030
A: Thnat's ¢casy to esplain 4. THE CZECHOSLOVAK SI'ECIALIST, Oc ober 1960, p. 116-119




Alfons Stach April, 1940

116 Nassau Street From: Brno
New York Airmail, Registered

l1fore St ch

for ¢ ck

e Ork L1ty

Letadlem
Par avion

30 April 1940
German censor tape & handstamp

U.S. Customs FREE OF DUTY
handstamp

Praha 5/1 and
New York 5/11 and
5/13 receivers

21.50K franking:
2.50K postage (to 20g),
16K airmail surcharge (4K per cach 52)
3.50K registry;
underpaid 50h




Alfons Stach

116 Nassau Street

New York

327

Stach’s 1941
Specialized

Czechoslovakia

Catalog

Text is in English

Values in $/¢

Published from his

1 16 Nassau St. address
and printed in

New York.

DR. MIROSLAV TYRS
1932

150

1.50
2.50

NITRA ISSUE
1933

memorating Duke Pribina. who irn 933

erected the first Catholic church on Czeclhio-
slevak soil,

Perforation 9% . With Rotary Lines.

yellow green

. a) gutter pair .. . - . - 1500
1 K. carmine ... . . .80
gutter pair ... 260.00

328

VARIOUS PORTRAITS
1933-1936

329

1941

1941

SPECIALIZED
CATALOGUE

of the Stamps of

CZECHO-

Eastern Silesia
Siberia

PUBLISHED BY

ALFONS STACH

116 NASSAU STREET
NEW YORK CITY

PRICE:




Greta Stach April, 1941

25 Monroe Place, Apt. 3F From: Praha 28
Brooklyn Airmail
April 1941

To Stach's wife, Greta,
at their Brooklyn
home address

German censor tape &
handstamps

Correct 8K franking:
4K postage (2.50K 1st 20
g, 1.50K add’l 20 g)

4K airmail surcharge y
C_.
Alfons Stach December, 1943
116 Nassau Street From: Leyton, Great Britain
New York Airmail

7 December 1943
LEYTON 7

US. censor tape No 1 4 6 6

Correct 18d postage:
1/ 3d (15d) airmail.
3d registry

USA.

£0 BY




Alfons Stach
99 Nassau Street

New YorkCzech in U.S.

27 June 1945

APO 470 =
Innsbruck., Austria
(APO = Army Post

Office)

Special military
overseas 6¢ airmail
rate:
overpaid Y4¢

The Bohemia & Mo-
ravia Hitler Head
stamp is superfluous

T

June & October, 1945

From: Innsbruck & Praha |

Note address change from 116 Nassau St. to 99 Nassau St.

42053377
411th Inf PO 470
N YORE N Y

VI AIR IIATL

R. A.ST.CH
99 NASSAU STREZ
NEW YORK N Y

removed.

APO; Airmail, Registered

28 October 1945

Praha | backstamp.
New York |1/14 re-
ceivers

28.6K franking:
4K postage (2.5K to
20g, 1.50K add’l 20g)
20K airmail surcharge
(4K per each 5g),
3.50K registry;
overpaid |.1K

Prezkouseno =
Examined

At this time, all enve-
lopes addressed to a
foreign  destination
had to be presented to
the post office un-
sealed so they could
be inspected.

Bohemia & Moravia (occupied Czechoslovakia) postmarks and reg-
istration labels were dual language: German above and Czech below.

The German “Prag | on the registry label has been crossed out.

The original German inscription (PRAG 1) in the postmark has been



Greta Stach
25 Monroe Place

Brooklyn

o

MoNRo:‘ PLALE

9 boK ‘-T“) Jo

R A
NinTe, vA 10

CLECHOS o

11 November 1945
Airmail. Registered

From Stach’s wife. Greta.
at their Brooklyn
home address

Brooklyn & New York
I 1/17 backstamps: Praha
11/26 receiver; 2
indistinct Czech receivers

Correct 80¢ rate:
60¢ quadruple weight
(15¢ per %5 ounce)
airmail;
20¢ registry

November, 1945

To: Praha Bubenec¢
Airmail




Alfons Stach December, 1945 & January, 1946

99 Nassau Street From: Praha 1l
New York Airmail, Registered

5 December 1945

Airmail,
Registered

39.30K franking:
4K postage
(to 20g),
24K airmail sur-
charge (12K per
each 52).
8K Registry;
overpaid | 40K

9512

Note use of Czech
language only
postmark on both
covers and change
to Czech language
only registration
label on bottom
cover.

29 January 1946

Airmail
Registered

37 40K franking:
4K postage (to 20g),
24K airmail (12K
per each 5g).
8K registry:
overpaid | 40K




Alfons Stach June, 1946
99 Nassau Street From: Praha 7
New York Airmail, Registered

PRVNI LET

FIRST DAY OF ISSUE

JAN LEHOVEC

17 June 1946
First Flight from Praha to New York
PRAHA LETECKA POSTA = Prague Airport Post Office
Airmail, Registered

Correct 24K¢s franking: 4K¢s postage (to 20g). [2K¢s airmail surcharge. 8K¢s registry

Note 13 June Praha | registry postmark



Alfons Stach June, 1946
99 Nassau Street To: Praha Il

New York Registered

ALFONS STACH
90 NASSAU ST. NEW YORK

Telephone: BEekman 3-0553

Pan Josef Kosa¥
banka Slavie-
Praha II.
Havli¥kovo ndm,23
Czechoslovakia
Burop®

RERISTFRE  so01806

a2 4

STAMPS - AUCTIONS

ALFONS STACH

99 NASSAU STREET
NEW YORK 7. N. Y. U.S. A

TELEFMONE BEEKMAN 3.0553

= &

WHOLESALE WANT LISTS
RETAIL FILLED

BANKERS:
THE NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK
PRAGUE: ZIVNOSTENSKA BANKA
MONACO: LLOYDS BANK

MEMBER OF:

AMERICAN STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION
AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY
SOCIETY OF PHILATELIC AMERICANS
ALL LEADING EUROPEAN SOCIETIES

21 June 1946
. Pen Josef Xosa¥
Registered benlka 3levie
Praha 1T,
Correct 25¢ rate: 5¢ surface. 20¢ registry Hevlidlrovo ndm.?27

Reduced letterhead of enclosed letter shown at right.



Alfons Stach August, 1946

99 Nassau Street From: Brno
New York Airmail, Registered

Brno
Celostatni v¥stav
postovnich znimek

* Letadlem
» Par avion

10 August 1946
Registered, Airmail

Return address on reverse is from Headquarters of the Czechoslovak Philatelic Association in Prague
Correct 24K¢s franking: 4K¢s postage (to 20g), 12K¢s airmail surcharge, 8K¢s registry

Postmarks. cachet. & registration label from Brno 1946 National Stamp Show. This was the first national
stamp show in Czechoslovakia following World War Il.

Note that envelope was evidently delivered without street name, only street address number.



Alfons Stach continued
his philatelic dealer busi-
ness until 1983. After
Nassau St., he later did
business from Lenox,
Massachusetts and from
Miami, Florida.

He died in Miami on
Il February 1984. His
obituary (shown re-
duced below) ap-
peared in the March
edition of The Czecho-
slovak Specialist.

17 September 1979
Insured

Correct $1.38 rate:
28¢ postage (15¢ Ist
o0z, 13¢ add’l 0z.),
$1.10 insurance
($30.01-->%$100 in-
demnity)

Stach remained a
regular advertiser
in The Czechoslo-
vak Specialist. His
last ad appeared in
the October. 1983
issue (shown re-
duced below).

70th MAIL SALE

Lot #  Dewripuon Memmum Rid
1 Seampless cover On o2 ter 1000
2 3 Old documents B (K
3 Austrian old stamps wieh 3 cancelanons on album pages 80 20.00
4 Cover with Leve vherpants 300
S. Revol 1918 (Budejoswei ane 1945, samps sold AS 1S 1700
é Scout sev UNused 15 00

Same used 1500
HRADCANY. sett 1, cnused 1000
Cevers amd cards 15.00

o Lot of covers and (azas  perods sbout 180 20 00

11 POSTA 1919 fung st some usad wome * mice fot. abost ~0 36 00

i2 MASARYK st 1920 unusea 300

13 —. 192} compicte st S 00

ia —. Olymps Conaress a0

is - et ” 35 00

10 1230 Compicte ser ® S 00

1 Same with tabe iooo

1R POSTAL STATIONARY e bor ot 87 WO

1D Shoe box wirh dup cates coaers cards, picrure cards 4l kinds
weil worth O 1K)

20 PLALE BLOC K Lot €. w e dups W

2 AR MAILS € 1 3 unused apned vt 2810

22 C 46 UNusea vt s ened AR 0

gl C 79 Lnused set S

N it 1ssucs about 18t armas stamps U Nusen and used 1200

25 New 1saues used big Jdupl abour i ued N On

26 Fastern Sibessa jans set of 71 woused and used 35 00

o= Balance of callectn nosn aibum Gnused and used 10 00

Pl Sibera impert ser ot 4 [RETT)

2. NY Worlds Far |« ATEt sIme used 45 00

30 Katalog for Crahe 1 82, Fages LX)

Al Monograhe Hradoany 19 00

Alfons Stach

P.O Box 1350386 Shenandoah Statinn
Miams, FL 33148

BOOKS ( LOUSE NOVEMHLER 40. 1983

CLOSED ALBUMS — ALFO TACH

We are saddencd o report the passing  { nother oid and 1t membesoto 1

A fons Stach. member number 24, died 10 Muami on Fe ruary 11 He had

been a member of the ¢ tv or Czechoslovak  late y since its beginmings and had
tten conducted hus 3 t1 n sale through the es !t the SPECIALIST

Betore World War 11 _tach had been a leading stamp deaier in Prague He came 0

the Unired Stares atrer the Geeman occupation 0 ais he meiand, bringmns with hun

much of his phalarch ¢ A Wuth his brather he perate ¢ W rid Aucnion
on Nassau tre t 1n New York He was a lite mem ¢ of the Amencan Phil eeli
Society and of the of Philaceli Amcncan . s be-n member of € ¢

Amercan Stamp Dea ors’” Assoviation Af ¢r his rearement he monee to Muam, where
he continued to condu ¢ 2 10nal m | aucuons
Our sincere condol n ¢




