
USE OF THE 1955 U.S. 
CERTIFIED MAIL STAMP 

This single frame exhibit presents a study of the use of the 1955 Certified Mail stamp during the initial 15¢ rate period (June 6, 1955 to June 30, 1957). 

Certified Mail was a new service offered by the Post 
Office in 1955, the first new service class since the in­
auguration of airmail service in 1918. First day of is­
sue was June 6 in Washington, D.C., with nationwide 
service available the following day. 

Certified mail provided proof of mailing and delivery 
of first class mail, without indemnity, as a lower cost 
option to registered mail. The goal was to reduce the 
demand on the registry system for items without 
intrinsic/monetary value. It was immensely successful 
in achieving this reduction; within the first six years, 
the volume of registered mail decreased 38% (78 mil­
lion to 43 million items). 

A certified mail stamp (shown above right) was issued 
for this service and could only be used to indicate 
payment of the certified mail fee. It's use was not re­
quired; regularly issued stamps were also accepted to 
indicate the certified fee payment. This was the only 
certified mail stamp issued. 

----� - --

CERTIFIED MAIL 

N� 811940 

The Certified Mail Stamp 

The specific stamp shown 
above is extra special in the 
exhibitor's collection: It is 
the very first stamp he pur­
chased from the Post Office 
for his collection when he 
started collecting as an 
eight-year-old in 1955. 

Exhibit Plan 

Page 1: Title Page 
Page 2: Promotional Flyer, Receipt, & Postcard 

Page 3: Letter -- Local & 1 oz. 
Page 4: Letter -- 2 oz. & Return Receipt 

Page 5: Letter -- 3 oz. & 4 oz. 
Page 6: Letter -- 5 oz. & 8 oz. 

Page 7: Airmail -- 1 oz. & 2 oz. 
Page 8: Special Delivery & Airmail-Special Delivery 

Page 9: Return Receipt w/Address & Return to Writer 
Page 10: Certified Markings Not Previously Shown 

Page 11: Government Use & APO to APO 
Page 12: Unauthorized Use & Last Day of Rate 

Pages are l l "xl l ", three pages per row. 
Scans of relevant reverses are shown reduced. 

The cover below is postmarked October 25, 1955, the 
exhibitor's eighth birthday - the day he became a 
stamp collector. A friend's present was the Minkus My 
First Stamp Outfit, beginning a lifelong hobby. 
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Postcard: 4¢ airmail per ounce 

Letter (local): 2¢ per ounce 

Letter : 3¢ per ounce 

Airmail : 6¢ per ounce 

Special Delivery: 20¢ 

Certified: 15¢ 

Return Receipt: 7¢ 

Return Receipt w/Address Where Delivered: 31¢ 



Promotional Flyer & Certified Receipt 

Flyer distributed by post office promoting 
and describing the new certified mail serv­
ice option and contrasting certified and 
registered mail services. The other side of 
the flyer is shown below right. 

The red label below is the back of an actual 
receipt, an example of which is illustrated 
on the flyer (at far right). This explains m 

detail how to prepare a certified letter. 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
e Fee-15¢ in addition to 

regular postage. 

e Record of mailing re­
tained by mailer. 

Delivery receipt filed in 
post office. 

Return receipt services 
and restricted delivery 
service available. 

e Handled in transit like 
first-class mail. 

e Nb insurance for loss or 
damage. 

e Limited to mail of no 
real value sent at first­
class rate. 

REGISTERED MAIL 
e Fee-minimum of 40¢ 

in addition to regular 
postage. 

e Record of mailing filed 
in post office. 

Delivery receipt filed in 
post office. 

Return receipt services 
and restricted delivery 
service available. 

e Receipted for in transit 
at every exchange point. 

e Insurance for loss or 
damage to $1,000. 

0 e Unrestricted as to value 
and class of mail tlC­
cepted. 

A signed receipt 
is secured from 
the addressee. 

YOU may also 
obtain return 
receipt and· 
restricted delivery 
services. 

Certified mail 
can be sent 
air mail and 
special delivery. 

The completed, 
postmarked 
receipt is your 
record of mailing. 

The numbered 
label goes on 
the letter. 

NC? 833217 
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1. Stick postage stamps to your letter to pay: 

15-cen t certified ma ii fee 

You save 25¢ when you use Certified Mail POD Nocice No. 3 

Nov. IY55 

NC? 833217 

Postcard 

First-class or airmail postage 
Either return receipt fee (optional) 
Special-delivery fee (optional) 

2. If you want this receipt postmarked, stick the gummed stub 
on the address side of the letter, leaving the receipt attached, 
and present the letter to a postal employee. 

3. If you do not want this receipt postmarked, stick the 
gummed stub on the address side of the letter, detach and 
retain the receipt, and mail the letter. 

4. If you want a return receipt, write the certified-mail number 
and your name and address on a return receipt card and at­
tach it to the back of the letter. 

5. Save this receipt and present it if you make inquiry. 
* U. S. GOVERNM[NT P'RINTING OFFICE: ttSS l&-71547-1 

To ����-Mr�· �w�a�1�te�r�F�· �SANB��ORN� ���­

Hana1e1, 

Hawa11 

l 

CERTIFIED MAl.L 
0 

Postcard, Airmail 

7/1811955 -- 21¢ 
6¢ airmail 

15¢ certified 

(convenience 2¢ overpayment of 4¢ postcard airmail rate; 6¢ was the letter rate) 

Post Office Department Change of Address Card 

Hawaiian inter-island service, Honolulu, Oahu to Hanalei, Kauai 

Hanalei is a small (pop. 450, 2010 census) census-designated place (CDP) on the 

north shore of Kauai. It was the backdrop for the 1958 musical film South Pacific. 
Scenes were filmed in the town itself and at Lumahai Beach to the west of Hanalei. 

For.tu ¥2-U 
(RBY. 12-lil) DATE July 18 f 1955 

UsE THIS CARO To NOTIFY YouR CoRRESPONDENTS OR 
PUBLISHER OF CHANGE OF' ADDRESS 

E"'"ECTIVEASOF above date. 
PLEASE CHANGE MY AOORESS-

FROM 1914 Manoa Rd. 

TO 

(NO.) (STREET OR AVENUE) 

Honolulu 14, Hawaii 
(ClTY) (i� 

2417 SONOMA Dr. 
(No,) (STFilEET OR AVCHU� 

Honolulu 14, Hawaii 
(CITY) (z.c>NENO.) 

(STATE) 

(STATE) 

Richard L. PATTERSON ���� . ����� ��-<PRINT NAME HERE) .ie-ot� (SIGN N.\ME HER£) 
« 
" 

.. 



Letter -- Local 

J S. l)Odds J. P. 

Barboursv lle va. 

�----------

CERTIFIED MAIL 

N'? 177229 

Letter -- Single Weight (1 oz.) 

Letter -- 13¢ 
3¢ postage 

15¢ certified 

6/7/1955 (right) 

First da of national service 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

N� 650275 

T LO e TOler. 

c ty. 

5/29/1956 -- 24¢ 
2¢ postage 

15¢ certified 
7¢ return receipt 

Local (intracity) 2¢ per oz. rate. At the time this letter was posted, 

rate applied only to post offices which did not have carrier serv­

ice (i.e., mail was picked up by recipient at the post office). 
. \''· .. ,'. '·,' ' 

See next page for detailed information on return receipt service. 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

N<i 342099 

Eugene Dusek 
7707 Meadowshire 
Houston 9, Te.xas 

RESIDENT 

ICCHANGES 

r 

4, CALIFORNIA 

6/24/ 1955 (left) 

Autographed by Robert S. Bancroft, let­

ter carrier in Washington, D.C. and mod­

eler for the stamp vignette (center). 

Signed FDCs are well known. This auto­

graphed commercial use is quite unusual. 



Letter -- Double Weight (2 oz.); Return Receipt 

lf 'rou Don't Catch Him in 10 Day1 

Come Boe� to 

E. N. SAMPSON 

815 MAIN ST., LYNNFIELD CENTRE, MASS. 

...... __ -----

11119/1955 -- 21¢ 

6¢ postage (3¢/oz) 
15¢ certified 

11 /9/1955 -- 28¢ 

6¢ postage (3¢/oz) 
15¢ certified 

7¢ return receipt :Mr. J. E. Berry, 

CERTIFIED =.'.:_�_�_-JJL _____ l9_2_1_Fr_ank_1_1_n_A_v_e __:. , _____ ___:._ _____________ _ 

N<J 17603g 

For the payment of an additional 7¢ 

fee, the sender could receive a "re­

turn receipt" indicating delivery of 

the letter. A card addressed to the 

sender (scan, below right) was at­

tached to the rear of the envelope. 
When delivered, the relevant infor­
mation was completed on the other 

side of the card (below left) and the 

card was removed and returned to 

the sender. 
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Scan of front of card; note glue strips on 

sides for attaching to back of cover. 



Letter -- Triple Weight (3 oz.) 

OllC"IGAO STAT( ffi(DICAL SOCI [TY 
Of"FICE OF' 

COUNCILOR - 2ND DISTRICT 
R. s. BREAKEY, M.O. 
1211 B.4.NK OF" LANSING BLDG. 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 

8/2/1955 -- 24¢ 
9¢ postage (3¢/oz) 

15¢ certified 

Letter -- Quadruple Weight (4 oz.) 

WEST POINT SUPPLY 
WEST POINT, CALIFORNIA 

7/29/1955 -- 27¢ 

12¢ postage (3¢/oz) 

15¢ certified 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

N<? 159356 

George Chittenden, M.D. 

3815 E. Jefferson Ave. 

Detroit 14 Mich:O 



Letter -- Quintuple Weight (5 oz.) 

611611957 -- 30¢ 

15¢ postage (3¢/oz) 

15¢ certified 

Street name correction 

No answer on first de­
livery attempt (6/17). 
There are no other mark­

ings, so delivery was 

evidently successful on 

a subsequent attempt. 

CERTIFIED MAIL' 

N<i' 385257 

F. Dud1e7, Jr. 

Ille 

Letter -- Octuple Weight (8 oz.) 

Package Clipping 

6/24/1955 -- 39¢ 
24¢ postage (3¢/oz) 

15¢ certified 

6¢ postage due; only 18¢ 

postage originally applied 

Package had to have been 
sent first class, not parcel 
post. Certified service 

could not be used for par­

cel post, only for first 

class mailings. 



Airmail -- Single Weight (1 oz.) 

-
('Y\...t,,_, ' 

Unusual use between two small towns 
on the Alaskan Kenai Peninsula, Sedo­

via (pop. 460) and Seward (pop. 1891). 

J_A CE K.HOLLAND 
APT.46 MYRTLE CT. 

AUGUSTA; GA· 

"Hubba Hubba"' was a lang expre ion 

popularized during WWTI and the Korean 

War. While it had a ariety of meaning , it 

was widely used to mean "Hurry up" and 

was often applied to covers in this context. 

Airmail -- Double Weight (2 oz.) 

1/3/1956 -- 34¢ 

12¢ postage (6¢/oz) 

15¢ certified 
7 ¢ return receipt 

JOHN G. HUGHES 
Pmt Ollee Bas l689C 

BALlNAS, CAUl'OBNllAt!� 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

N<l 891218 

PLEASE DO NOT 
FOLD OR BEND 

Edward Amos 

MAIL 

21¢ 

6¢ postage 

15¢ certified 

7/20/1955 (above) 

9/4/1956 (left) 

1907 South Webster St. 

Kokomo 

Indiana 



Special Delivery 

HARDING PONTIAC CO. 

Airmail, Special Delivery 

E. H. DIMITY 
REALTOR 

2074 ALLSTON WAY 
BERKELEY 4. CALll"ORNIA 

>Js: .l:.AJ Lu. JJ.c.LJ.. V ArlY 
RETURN Rc:CEIPT R.C:iU.1£ST�D 

�����-'-�� 

3/12/1956 -- 45¢ 
Sandy Spring Road 3¢ postage 

LAUREL, MARYLAND 15¢ certified 

FSTfD 

7¢ return receipt 
20¢ special delivery 

3/13/1956, SAM 
Richmond receiver 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

N� 837554 

Mr. Walter C. Edwards 

% Bank of Virginia 
2900 W. Broad Stree··t 

Richmond, Va. 

QUESTED 

MA I 1' PECIAL 

-----------

CERTIFIED MAIL 

�J'? 3 5 34�}5 

Dr. A. M. LoTaa.8, 
320 South Third Street, 
Las Vegaa, levadae 

RETL 1�1. ...... n111: T D '-II I ·- x•,.ll .. 

1/26/1956 -- 48¢ 

6¢ postage 

15¢ certified 
7 ¢ return receipt 

20¢ special delivery 

1/27/1956, lOAM 
Las Vegas receiver 



Return Receipt Showing Address Where Delivered 

RH 

I. C. SYSTEM OF SEATTLE 

. 

1628 DEXTER AVENUE 
SEATTLE 9, WASHINGTON 

CE0TIFIE) 

NO.b;2 /�77..G 
TUR l REC�IPT REQUESTED 

Showing Address Where Delivered 
!18LD 30 DA S ' "1D�Ll'JFR.� LE IN 10 DAYS 
c.t T=R A" - � . - . - Cl: L CELIVERY FEE CAN 
B£ OBTAl1.Lj ljf U"t: F F0.-i .. iS 3358 OR 3540. 

Return to Writer -- Unclaimed 6/25 - Sent from Seattle 

6/25/1957 -- 49¢ 

3¢ postage 

15¢ certified 

31¢ return receipt 

w/address delivered 

6/26 - Received in Athel, Idaho, for­
warded 

6/27 - Received in Sandpoint, Idaho 

7/18 - Second notice 

7/25 - Returned to sender from Sandpoint 

7/27 - Received back in Seattle 

Returned to Writer & Related Markings 

Return to Writer -- Unclaimed 

2/ 13/1957 -- 21 ¢ 

6¢ postage (3¢/oz) 
15¢ certified 

Handstamped 1st and 2nd notifications 

The manuscript notations 

above the addressee are 

non-standard, unknown 
markings. The 'NID' in 
'NIDDH' may mean 'Not 

in Directory'. 

Portland 2/26/1957 back­

stamps indicate the date 

cover was returned to 
sender. 
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Certified Markings Not Previously Shown 
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St. Margaret's Hospital 
759 Vermont 
Kansas City, Kansas 

Handstamp certified mail indicator 

G I 
Rto 

If . 

FU I 

Large users of certified mail, typically businesses, could get a ledger from the post office with a list of certified mail numbers already entered. 
These users would apply a custom handstamp to the envelope to show certified status and would write the next number from the ledger, while re­
cording the necessary mailing information in the ledger itself. This was a significant time saver for the mailer. These uses are very seldom seen. 

After 5 days, return to 
RUTLAND COUNTY TEL. & TEL. CO. 

WALLINGFORD, VT. 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

NC! 992821 

r. Carleton G. Ho e 
�et I JZ:i;WM T ;'/ <f ti.� j I S7 Ill ST-

/Vt�w 'f'otflr-(lr/ 
Iv I 



Government Official Use 

Federal Government 
Department of Justice 

??/10/1955 
Probably 3¢ postage 

15¢ certified 

The OFFICIAL BUSINESS, PENALTY 
FOR PRIVATE USE, and EMPLOYMENT 
SECURITY MAIL... endorsements cov­

ered only the basic surlace postage; the 
certified fee had to be actually paid, thus 
the certified mail stamps on official gov­

ernment correspondence. 

State Government -- West Virginia 

Undated 

Probably 3¢ postage 

15¢ certified 

WEST VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT SECURITY 

STATE CAPITOL 
.CHARLESTON 5, WEST .VIR GINIA 

:OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

CERTIFIED 

APO to APO 

9/7/1955 -- 18¢ 

3¢ postage 

15¢ certified 

IL 

Unusual APO (Army Post Office) to 

APO use. 

APO 42 (42nd Infantry Division) Bad 

Kreuznach, Germany 

to 

APO 185 (40th Infantry Division) Mainz, 

Germany 

,... .. 

EMPLOYMENT SECURITY MAIL 
UNITED STATES POSTAGE ACCOUNTll:CI !'QR 

UNDER ACT OF CONGRESS 
(SEC, <'15.4 P, L. a R,). 

THE AMERICAN EXPRESS COMPANY, INC. 
Prlv• llulln111 Center 

APO 42 U.S. Army c/o Postmaster New Yarlr, N. Y. 

--���-�--
CERTIFIED 

)faj. Harr7 M. Leitzel 
Kaina Sub Area 
APO 185 



Unauthorized Use 

Unauthorized Postage Use 
Airmail to Germany 

11/12/1955 -- 15¢ 

Correct airmail rate 

(11/111946-->4/30/1967) 

The certified mail stamp was authorized 
only for paying certified mail fees. There 

are no "postage due" or "return to 

sender" markings, so envelope was 

probably delivered to Germany as ad­

dressed. There are no backstamps. 

Last Day of Rate 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

N� 7429475 
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AIR-MAil PAR-AV/ON AIR-MAIL 

GEO. D. AUSTED 
220 ORIZABA AVE. 

San Francisco 27. California 

§ 
� 

PAR-AV/ON AIR-MAIL 

Last Day of 15¢ Certified Rate 
June 30, 1957 

The certified mail rate increased to 20¢ 
on July 1, 1957 

6/30/1957 -- 21¢ 

6¢ airmail 

15¢ certified 

Signed by Walter A. Smith, 

Indianapolis Postmaster 

- Wai:/;&, CL � � . 
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