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REPORT

men

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.
———

Post Orrice DerarTMENT,
17¢h November, 1828,

The Postmaster General has the honor to submit to the President of the
United States, the following statement, showing the gradual increase and
present condition of the Post Office Department.

In 1792 there were 195 post offices: A revenue of $67,444, and 5,642 miles of post roads.

1797 do 334 do do 213,998, and 16,180 do
1802 do L14  do do 527,045, end 25,518 do
107 de L,38 do do  47K7T65, and 33,753 do
1812 dv 2,6l do do  649.2u8, and 39,57 do
1817 do 3,439 do do 1,002,973, and 32,089 do
1823cnd. Luly, 4,498 do do 1,114,344, and K2,763 do
1828 do 7,651 do do 1,598,134, and 114,336 do

The above exhibit shows an augmentation of znnual revenue within five
years, ending 1st July, 1928, of 34%3,790; a sum exceeding by 318,655,
a simitar increase for eleven vears preceding 1923, and falling ‘short only
S165,118, of being equal to the total revenue of the Department in 1812,

Within the same time there have been established 3,153 additional Post
Offices, being a greater number than was in operation in the United States
in the yvear 1515,

From the most accurate caleulation that can be made, for the year ending
st July, 1523, the mail was transported in stages, four million four hundred
and (-u.ht\ nine thousand seven hundred and furt\ -four miles; and on horse-
back, five million five hundred and eleven thousand four hundred and ninety -
BiX mllc~. making a total transportation of ten million one hundred thousand
two humdred and forty miles, annually.  Sinee that period, there has been
added a transportation of one million ntne hundred and forty-nine thousand
eight hundred and Gitty miles) annually, in stages; and on horseback, one
miilion six hundred and fifty-eight thousand nine hundred and forly-nin(:
miles; making an inerease of three million six hundred and eight thousand
cight hundred and forty-nine miles, which adds 1wo hundred and seventy-
five thousand and tifty -three miles —morethan one-third—to the mail establish-
ment of the country in 1823, And the augmented stage conveyance talls
short only two hundred and ninety-five thousand and twenty-two miles, of
being equal to one half the entire stage transportation in the Union at that
time.

This extension of the mail has heen accompanied by great inerease of expe-
dition on almost all the important routes.  On many of them it is now con-
veyed at the rate of one hundred milesa day,

AsC ‘ongress, at their last session, decline d making any appropriation of the
surpius funds o7 the Department, with the expeetation, as was helieved, that
they “hould be applied in diffusing mail farilitics throvghout the U mon, and
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increasing them where required by the ‘Fublic interest, an augmentation to
the conveyance of the mail, of five hundred and thirty-seven thousand two
hundred and sixty-four miles in stages, and two hundred and sixty-one thou-
sand seven hundred and fonr miles on horseback, making a total of seven hun-
dred and ninety-cight thousand nine hundred and sixty miles, has been made
the past year  This, with the additional compensation to Postmasters,arising
from increased receipts, the accumulation of free letters, for which two cents
cach are paid. and incidental expenses, has added to the cxpenditures of the
Department, within the year, the sum of $250,094 46. The augmented re-
venue of the Department, since 1st July, 1823, has been sufficient to meet
the annual expense incurred by the increase of mail facilitics, and leaves the
sum of 187,302 52 unexpended.

It is believed to be good policy to keep the funds of the Department ac-
tively employed in extending its operations, until the reasonable wants of
every community shall be supplied By withdrawing mail accommodations
from all unproductive routes, and substituting a horse for a stage transporta-
tion on many others, a very large surplus of funds would annually accumu.
late; but the public convenience would be greatly lessened, and the means of
information withheld from districts of country but sparsely inhabited. There
i+ no branch of the government in whose operations the people feel a more
lively interest than in those of this Department: itstacilities being lelt in the
various transactions of business, in the pleasures of correspondence, and the
general diffusion of information.  In the course of every year, no inconside-
rable amount of the active capital of the country, in some lorm or other, passes
through the mail. To connect important places by frequent lines of inter-
course, combine speed with all the security possible, and extend the mail
wherever it may be wanted, constitute the objects which have influenced the
poli v of the Department.

It may be advantageous to the public and the Department, at some future
time, for it to become the insurer of moneys transmitted in the mail, being au-
thorized to charge a higher rate of postage in such cases, to indemnify for the
risk incurred.  'T'o guard against frands, this responsibility must necessarily
be limited to packets mailed at the principal offices, under such regulations
as shall afford the greatest possible sceurity.

Some pains have been taken to ascertain the exact number of persons ¢n:-
ployed by the Department, including postmasters, assistant postmasters,
clerks, contractors,and persons engaged in transporting the mail; and althoug.
only partial returns have been received, it is believed the total number
is about twenty-six thousand nine hundred and fifty-six. There are about
seventeen thousand five hundred and cighty-four horses employed, and two
thousand cight hundred and seventy-nine carriages, including two hundred
and forty-three sulkies and wagons.

The reccipts of the ycar ending st July, 1828, as above stated, amount-
od to the sumi of - - - - - - 81,598,131 1.

"I'hose of the preceding year were - . o 1,473,551 00

Making an increase of this sum above the reccipts of 1827, 124,583 43

"T'he expenditures of the year ending 1st July last, amount-
¢l to thesum of - - . - . - 1,623,333 10

Lewing an excess of expenditure beyond the receipts, of 35,199 03

In this excess there is vot included the sum of $12,729 24,
which was paid by the Department under a special act of Cone
gress.
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By the last annual reportthere wasa surplus sum of money
in deposite and duc from Postmasters, including judgments

obtained on old accounts, amounting to - $ 370,033 37
From this sum deduct the above excess of

expenditure - - - - $25,199 03
And the amount paid into the Treasury un-

der the above law - - - - 12,729 24

- 97,928 27

Leaving this amount of surplus, $332,105 10
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THE COMMISSIONER OF THE GENLERAL LAND OFFICE.
———

Geverar Laxp Orrice,
November 23d, 1828,

Sir: 1 have the honor to submit the following report, in relation te
this oflice.

The paper marked A. exhibits the periods to which the quarterly accounts
of the respective Recvivers have been returned to, and adjusted at, this otlive,
and the balance on hand, agreeably to the last monthly account of the Re-
ceivers of Public Moneys, respectively—which exhibits a very favorable
view of the regularity with which those olicers have rendered their accounts,
and of their punctuality, very geuerally, in depositing the public moneys
received by them.

The paper marked B. exhibits the quantity of land sold, and the amount
of purchase money for the same, for the year 1827, and the first six months
of 1528, and the amonnts paid into the Treasury on accoufit of the public
lands for those periods respectively,

The paper marked C. exhibits the balances due by individuals for lands
purchased at the respective Land Olices, the total amount of which is
$ 4,174,039, Under the provisions of * Anact to revive and continue in
force the several acts making provisions for the extingnishment of the debt
due the United States by the purchasers of the public lands," approved the 21st
of March last, the whole of this amouat will have been liguidated by the
4th day of July nexty by payments in cash and by relinquishments of the
lands originally purchased; or the sums herctofore paid will be forfeited, amd
the lands will revert to the United States, and thus the whole of the opera-
tions under the credit system will b closed at the period above stated,

The act approved the 25d of May Lasty awthorizig the issuing ol cortifi-
cates for the sums heretofore paid for lands wioeh have revenied, or are
lable to revert, to the United States, and ou which further eredit was not
taken, will create a demand on the government to sn amount that will be
upwards of five hundred thousand dollars. The paper marked €. shows
that, at the date of the last returns, the eertificates issued under the provisions
of this law, amounted only to 353313 50, It is however probabl that
certificates for nearly the whole of this elaim will be demanded and Jsened,
previous to the #th of July nest, and that a Lirge portion of them will be
repaid to the government in the liguidation of the cluims for the lands which
have heen farther eredited,
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Instructions have been issued to carry into cflect all those laws passed at
the last session of Congress, the execu.ion of which is placed under the im-
mediate superintendence of this office, and they are in due course of exe-
cution.

The survey of the public lands iu all the surveying districts is duly pro-
gressing,and without material embarrassments. cxcept :n those districts wherce
there are private claims yet to be located. The iocality of such claims is in
many instances so vaguely described, that it is impractiable for the deputy
surveyors 0 find t/ em, and lay them down correctly. so that the adjacent
public lanids may be surveyed; and the claimants in many instances neglect
or refuse to furnish that correct information by which the surveyors might
be guided. Instructions have, however, been given to the surveyors, that in
cascs where the descriptions of private claims are so vague that their deputies
cannot with due diligence ascertain the locality, or where the claimant, after
having been notitied by public advertisement of the fact, does not furuish
the necessary and satisfactory evidence of the proper location, they
cause the public surveys to be closed, without reference to such private
claims. I aga'n take the liberty of suggesting the propriety of causing ail
those lands claimed under confirmations, founded on papers believed to be
frauduzent. and the originals of which have been withdrawn from the office
in which they were filed, and now withheld from the surveyors, to be sur-
veyed as public laids, and brougat into market.

The oftice of General Coffee having been destroyed by fire, and all the
records consumied, it is proposed to furnish copics of all the returns which
have been made by him to this office, and which are, fortunately, more com-
picie than the returns which have been generally required of the surveyors.
For this purpose an appropriation is necessary, and has been submitted.
The State of Ohio having passed an act authorizing the county authorities to
obtiin certificd copies of the surveys of lsnds within the limits of each coun-
ty. a' the ewrcme of the same, | beg leave to siggest the expediency of
authorizing, by law, the surveyors of the United States, to furnish, on appli-
cation of the State authorities, certified copies of the public surveys and ficld
noles, the Ntate paying the expenses inc:dent to the same. A measure of
this Kind would not oniy atford a great accommociation to the citizens of the
respective States, but would nultiply the authentic copies of the records of
the public surveys, and thereby guard against accidents.

All of which is respectfully subminted,

GEO. GRAHAM.
The Hon. Riciuaap Rren,
Secretary of the Trensury.
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EXHIBIT of the periods {o whick the monthly relurns of the Regisiers and Receivers of the several Land Offices
Auve been rendered, and the periods to which the Quarterly ts of the Receivers have been rendered to, and ad-

justed at, the General Land Uffice; and showing the bulances in the hands of Receivers, ut the dule of the lutest month-
ly returns.

nvltN'r’tmp»lhly{neceiver" month- Receiver's quar- [Receiver's quarter. 3“"';"““': :;";";'
returns; periods toly returns; periods terly returns; perily returns, periods “? -y show! .
Land Offices, 'which rendered.  |to which rendered. odv to whieh rendto which adjusted. |0 :l::"lurwwn:hl;

} dered. !u’:c«nnu.
Marietts . . . - ] October 31, 1825, October 31, 1828, Sept. JO, 1828, | Sept. 30, 1828, $1,681 71
Lavewille - . . - 1428, Sept. 30, 1828, do do 852 45
Hteubenville - - . . ! a1, 1848, do da do
Chillicotlie - . . . do , Detober 31, 1828, do dn 1,46 19
Cincinnati - . . - Nept. 36, 1K, | do do do Ul 40
Wooster . - - « L Odtaber i1, 1803, do do do 1,645 19
Piqua . . i do do du 394 2t
‘I'ifn . - do Bept. 0, TH2K, o do [973 B9
Jeftersomille . ! du do o do 5,501 B9
Vincernen - . . - do i do do do 29,508 00
Tndianapolis - . . . Kept. 0, 1828, October 3y, 1K28,) i do 12,966 96 | Receivedin Oct
Crawfordawille . . ! do Bept. 0, 1R, dn do 10,660 3
Vort Wayne - . do ! o du do 1,07 60
Hhawnectown - . da Octoher i1, TR, do o . 442 83
Kaskaskia - . . . Jo Bept. 30, 1424, do dv 172
Edwarlalle . - o o o do S8 22
Vanlaha . . . do October ], 1NN, o do { 2,201 67
Palestine . . - .t do | Mept. 50, KK, o do .
springfield - . . . do do do o .
St Loens . . . - OctoherdY, KR October i, 188, do do X B0
Frokbn (u) . . S Mept. S, INZK, do do do (a) 18,618 03
Juekaon . . . . do Sopt. 30, 1424, o do { 4,036 8y
Palnyra . . . © do do do do ! 3,849 2%
Feunglon - - . . do do dn de ' 5,660 41

F1]




8t ) !‘l,ep)mu - . d&o .;u dln.
Cubaba - . - Jo do de
Hunsville - - - - do October 31, 1828, do
Tuskalooss - . do Sept. 10, n:_za, do
Nu return from 5

spata(4) - . . do g‘pmem eeciver, i!tp{. 30, 1827.
Washington - . - dlu Sept. 40, 1828,  Sept. .4:], JLACY
Muunt Salus - . - - do o o
.\::;um o E - August 31,1828, | August 31, 1828, June 30, 142K,
New Orleuns - - - Sept. 30, 1828, | Nept. 30, 1828, - Sept. 30, 1828,
Opelousas - . - August 31, IK28, | do | do
Ouschita - . . o | Sept. 30, 1528, do do
Detroit . . . actob, lll; - October 31, 1828, ‘:u
Monroe . . . . dctober 31, 1K o do
Little Hock - . . T | sept. u, K2, 1 Auguat 31, 1826, June 30, 128,
Hatesville - - - - do Bept. 51, 1524, Sept. 30, 1K2H,
Uallalussec - - - . do } do June 3U, 1828,

1) Weceivep staten that § 14,000 were sent to Louisville for deposite in October
h) Phis balance agcertained from the vouchers reccived.

TrEasUrY DEPARTMENT,
Gexenan Laxp Qvpice, Novewher 22d, 1928,
GEO: GRAIAM, Commissivner of the General Lund Qffice

|

du
do
do
do
sept
SHept.
v do
L une 30, 1824,
tiept. S0, 1824,
do
do
do
do
Sune S0, 1824,
sept. 3, 1824,
June 30, 182%,

30, 1827
30, 1824,

(h)

24,484
337

1,057

1,569

.’7

3:210depusited
n October.
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B.

NTUTERENT of Pulic Liuds w' 1, and of Moneys veceived in pey nent e, Jor, during the year 1887, and the first
Yoand secomd qlmrln s of the Yo V828 sheavi g, also, the facidental eoperises of the Land Offices during the sume periods,
and puyiments by Keivicers inta the Treasury.

e . S e . e — :

!
!  Aimount res | Tucidentai x|
Lands sold. ll’uro hase mo-| ceived under Aggn'gnl(, re-; proscs, salae 'Pl)menln into
Periols. ney, llw credit sys- ceipts, ru- and com- | the Treasury.
: tem, : missions.

e, | Dolts, Ctx. | Dolle. Cts.| Dolls. Cte, | Dalts. Cte. | Dolls. Cto.

R S Mt i - - ‘

1
Dllrlnv,ﬂll' year 1837, . - 26,727, 7lu 1,318,006 34; 313,102 57: 1,631,138 71)' 121,281 ‘IS i 1,497,033 Rg
From lntJunuur) to 30th June, 1825, $41,59, 1.; Wi H: 4,821 5‘{ 429,491 70: 47,654 ll 114,738 G0

’l‘uml-. L6837 1,715,116 ss 318,936 91 9,061,078 H 164,039 359 ' 1,040,800 42

B L I e St g - B e S S - .— ..;'z'.-_a=‘|==: RAE o

Nore,=The calumn of ¢ Incidental Fxpenses,” in the foregoing Statement, is greatly inereased in consequenco of the ape-

ration of the aet of 33d May. 1836, providing for the allowanee to Registers and Reeeivers of the amount of Clerk hire, ineur-

‘ red in the excention of the Jaws for the reliel of the puschasers of Public Lands, passed in the years 1821, 1899, und 1829,

i and allowing the onc-holf of one per cer 1, on the payments made by relinquishment, and discounts alfowed under those

f lawe; and, also, in consequenee of allownnees made 10 zh- ceivers for depositing publie moneys sinee the 30th April, 1818, in
" pursitance of the provisions of the vt 1o tha cffeet, possed on the 33d May, 1820,

i

Tueastay Dresnruesr, Geseaar Lawn Orricn, 99¢ November, 1828,

(EO: GRAHAM,
Commissioner of General Land (ffice

kY
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C.

STATEMENT showing the amount of balunces due by purchasers of the
Public Lands, under the credit system, on the 30th Neptember, 1S28;
showing, also, the amount of forfeited land stock, issue { under the act
of 23d AMuy, 1828,

1.ands Offices.

A-nouat of balances Amount of Stock
Jdue from Individualsissned on  lands
on account of Puklic forfeited to Uni-
Lands purchascd pri-ted  States umlcr

{ State or Tersitory. lon v the 10 July,'the act of 231

‘ 1520, May, 1828

t

i ! s s, Ihlls. Cta.

i :
Marietta, - - ' Ohie, i 14,512 92 1,557 35
Zanesville, - - do ! 51,060 63 2,103 u7
Steubenville, - - do 36,499 o 6,760 7
Chillicothe, - -7 do 35,795 42 7,274 56
Cincinnati, = - do P 162,252 28 12,665 75
\\’ooslcr, - - ‘ do 65,1147 58 792 78
Jeflersonville, - Iudiina, i ‘.’UO,.’.L’ 03 1,531 37
Vincennes, - -1 de 214,146 03 4,267 67
Shawneetown, - . llinois, 108,553 03 730 01
Kaskaskia, - -, do 58,570 77 268 64
Edwardsville, - do 22,237 42 15 83
St. Louis, - - ; Missouri, 57,587 34 575 63
Franklin, - - do 48,555 02
Opelousas, - - Louisiana, SS02N 66
St. Stephiens, - - Alabama, 263,054 N3 1,720 50
Cahaba, - - do 642,273 02 3,109 15
Huntsville, - - do LTSN 1 8,593 06
Washington, - - Mississippi, Fo375.201 s2
Detroit, - - Mich. Territory, | 25,721 71 211 9

Aggregates, | 4,174,030 Ol: 53,313 50

NoTE. —The amount of forfeited land stock is stated to the date of the
Tatest returns reecived.

Treast

RY DEPARTMENT,

GeNerAL Lasp Ovricr, November 22d, 1525,
GEO: GRAHAM,

Commissioner of the General Land OQfire,

- TS
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REPORT.

THE COMMISSIONER OF THE PUBLIC BUILDINGS.

———

1o the President of the United Stutes.
WasuinGToN, November 29th, 1828,

Sia: I have the honor to report that the expenditures for the current year,
on the public buildings in this City, have been, as far as is now ascertined,
a8 follows:

Capitol and grounds, - - . S 59,020 09
Penitentiary, - - - - 20,094 55
Engine House, - - - - 2,191 43

These buildings are now completed to the extent authorized by existing
appropriations, with the exception of a small portion of paving in the corri-
dors of the Capitol, the material for which could not be procured in due sea-
son, and the ornamenting the ground around that building, necessarily a pro-
gressive work.

The Penitentiary is ready for occupancy, and consists of one hundred and
tifty cells, ten being of large dimensions, designed as wards for convales-
cents; a house for the warden; an hospital; kitchens; and a yard enelosed by
a wall twenty teet high, including an avea of about four acres.

I have the honor to remuin, with the highest respect, Sir,
Your most uhedient servant,

J. ELGAR.




