
Because I Wanted To 
Why are these together? Because I enjoyed making the pages - I hope you enjoy viewing them. 
Great Britain 1867 Queen Victoria Issue 

Letter Rate to Argentinian border 1 shilling per 1h oz : Apr 2, 1866 - Aug 31, 1877 

Liverpool 19 AP 69 
"Per Pascal str from Liverpool & French Mail via Bordeaux" 

(dateline in letter) 
Pascal - Brazil and River Plate Steam Navigation Company 

,-_ j/ Liverpool - April 20 /r��"'"""->"'J' r�,.,,. "'"'"' ..-rte-I, "'1.r�.b ,,,-?�r,,- 4,...{ �/ �/A-1"-�,...._., ,,.,,..,;,. / · Lisbon - Rio de Janeiro - Montevideo 
�/ • c7 ""'r'�r, -;;//:J;,/N"'· /,• de#,� ch'J'• -...- , e..-.? e', Buenos Ayres, Argentina 

, ,/ / . -------. 
?�.: ... ,.- ... -��--�-,.,.,.,,v .,.,,./�.; � ...... ,..,, .,;<!';;;;i;-.. -?·?#/ -/.:__6" ·:01' ..... v - -,,,,,,._/ 
/ ' . 
,_,,.. .. -u:_,,, .. ,,,.._, ...,/ ,:,,�,,.,,-::: ��� r t:',,,. a�<' 

/..v:'r;.-,,,., · -" �Y,,.<I .../ • .... � ......... -1/.. � / / 
/ff "7 . ?{,,...._..,. -"-�,. 

c-? r.,,-/;_,-�.�4 .h',.y�:.� ... , �-4� 
.r - J s � .. 1-�/"? .//C-,;_.,,.,.,,.,,,.<I!'-��.-.,,.,. , • .r/. / /. ;;:;; d'� I:� L<::..-" a.-->.r-..' .... � 4 -

/�&6-;,' ,¢" mu/4.� /«�-. 

'l;,,...,/ ./-'h· d /�· :.'d 
z�-_,,;;�_, � .. -� k,., _d 

�<'!nr.-;/t?-<.'1?-eJ 0-.Ma /,._ 

From the London Daily News 
April 21, 1869 

The Pascal was embarking on its first trip to South America for the Liverpool, Brazil and River Plate Steam Navigation 
Company. While the letter docket implies a stop in Bordeaux to continue on a French mail steamer (which would have 
departed from there on /\pril 25) a transfer from the Pascal would not have made any sense. 



France 

Fee for Insured Letters 

GREFFP. 

.. 

Tri•11al de I" i1sla.11tt 
oi: cu:ob . 

A 

le r. 

int>il 

1862 Emperor Napolean 

20 centimes: Jul 1, 1854 - Aug 31, 1871 

Local Lettre Charge' 
Local Letter 10 ctms up to 10 grams: Jan 1, 1863 - Aug 31, 1871 

plus Lettres Chargees fee of 20 ctms 

�\ 
. " 

Chambery 20 Avril 64 (88) 
846 diamond cancellation 
"au dos" (referring to instruction on verso) 

(two more strikes of Chambery marking on verso -same date) 

"inconnu" (ad dressee unknown - verso) 

We can presume this item was returned to the tribunal (court). 

011::,�;'�4;' 3:i:r'�.�:. Fail ao Greife du Tribunal, le //'4�-t&� �:«��·r:.·u:J:.u:::� 
uitUJoiN. CtlU 4idantfo11, dbl 
I• 1i9•hl" 'nni o.u• Urf l�G· �·:� � �11::!� ':!:!�1:;� 
""'· 

A<lrmt-r la ripont.e offl'(l11· 
chiea11 Grt(fierl/."Tl'ibuflcrl. 

This official notice from the tribunal in Chambery is a summons for an appearance in court. The bottom left section of text 
informs the recipient that they may assign a substitute and that failure to appear would incur a fine. Apparently, the 
addressee was not located since the word "inconnu" on the reverse indicates the recipient was "unknown." 



Switzerland 1862 Seated Helvetia Issue 

Letter Mail to GAPU 10 centimes per rayon per 15 grams : Oct 1, 1852 -Aug 31, 1868 

1·>�.tt�.v · 
o.fN,� 

l • ...__,.,...'?I L�t..K..r ,.,,,14..n,.,,,. 

1st Rayon Switzerland, 3rd Rayon Austria 
40 centimes due, 10 centimes overpaid 

9 kr credit (weiterfranco) to Austria 
crossed out indicating paid, not due 

10 centimes for Swiss postage 

BIEDERT&.�g 
BALE 

Basel Dec 12, 1866 
St Gallen Dec 13 
Haag Dec 13 

Feldkirch Dec 14 
Artberg Pass 

Innsbruck Dec 15 
Vulpmes Dec 15 

Effective Sep 1, 1859, rayons were determined using the closest border tax point with any of the German-Austrian Postal 
Union (GAPU) member nations. The number of rayons was based on the distance in meilen the origin and destination were 
from the appropriate border location. For each 10 meilen (75 km), another rayon was added with a maximum of 3 rayons i n  
Austria and 2 rayons in Switzerland. 



Italy - Papal States 

Local Letter Rate 

� ' \ 
MUNICIPIO DI JESI ' 

1852 Papal Arms Issue 

1 baj per sheet: 1850 -Jan, 1864 

' . 

. 
Pr�£zi•medj delle sottode'scritte Granaglie, ed altri generi 

,t:fi publica vett<Waglia risultatj in questa Piazza dally Con.tratt-azioni e Vendite 
\ � eseguit-e dal giorno //fe a tutto . il �J / ...?ydx ---, 185:f 
..... - ... '-1" �' ' ,.,.. 

� Denominazio,.......i.-.."""' .......... �....ii...i.i. ........... .-. ........... ��""""&.o.... ........ ....ia. ..... ���������--. .. 

' :-.. • CE 1 
(}rano ( riunite tu 
Uetto ( grigia sol 
Formentone 
Fava . 

Bove • ; 

Vacca 

CARN! 

' . 

l\iianzo, o rdanza 

Vite Ila 

Castrato 
Agnello 

Lardo 

Strut to 

Prosciutto 

Lonza 
Sala me 

Soppressa.to 

CARN! 

• • 

.A � -- - / ) 

. . . 
. ,... . 

0 
• 

Jesi (Ancona Province) 
Rosora (Ancona Province) 
July 31, 1854 

., 

1 baj due -stamp applied on back 



Great Britain 

Anglo-Swiss Convention of 1868 

WARREN LINE. 

STEAM TO BOSTON. 

The First-class Full-poweretl Screw Steamer 

''M ASSACHUSETTS_" 
SAMWEL WALTERS, COMMANDER, 

$� TONS 1mGISTlm. 2061 
345 hon;e-power nominal, und clnsscd. 3/3 L . . 1. i in V c1·it:!!lr. and 

20 + 2 in the Undel'lvrit.crs' Hcgist1·y for Iron V esscls (being the 

highest class obtainable), 

JR. C>· s =x- <> l.'Q" , 
On SATURDAY, the 24th May, 1879, 

Receiving Cargo up to MIDNIGHT of Friday, 23rd May, 
unless previously full. 

LOADillG BEl!.TR EAST SIDE WEST WATERLOO DOCX. 

/�.-,,. I/ates of F'i-eiglit a1ul Pass 
Pos·rr.1;-r11wArr.:, 5 and 7, 
Piccadilly, llfanchcster; SA 
Street, Belfast; W. O. T 
E11nr�NuEnG & Por.r,AK, Ha 
SOBilllTZ & Co., Antwerp; I 

GEORGE 
Ln·v.Kt't•OL. J "it/1 Jlay. l�iH. 

Exchange Liverpool May 17 1879 
Lausanne, Switzerland 

To Switzerland 

1d per 2 oz : Jan 1, 1869 -

G e o r g e  Warren's l i n e  of B o s t o n  t o  
L i v e r p o o l  p a c k e t s  b e g a n  r un n in g 
passenger service in 1865. Jn 1875-6, they 
purchased three Guion Line ships, the 
Minnesota, the Victoria (formerly Nebraska) 
a n d  t h e  Mass achus e t t s  (f o r m e r l y  
Manhatten). Soon after, the Warren Line 
sold or scrapped their smaller and older 
ships (the Edith Warren, Fred Warren and 
Lotte Warren). 

The Massachusetts served the Warren Line 
until 1881 when it was sold to the Thistle 
Line and renamed the Cih; of Lincoln. 

The Warren L i n c  did not  have mail 
carriage contracts and were a 'freighter 
class' shipping company. They ran a 
scheduled and regular route with their 
ships unlike some freight lines that simply 
ran where their cargo took them. 

Foreign Printed Matter Rate 

LAUSANNE. 



Uruguay 

Foreign Letter Mail 

To Buenos Ayres, Argentina 

Montevideo Nov 18, 1874 

(dateline) 

Buenos Ayres, Argentina 

To France 
10 centecimos Uruguay internal p 

1866 Numeral Issue 

,�/7111. d--:> �?-)�/-'/' 
9)_ :-� --.y;./'-'j, )' d. 

Montevideo Aug 31, 1873 (dateline) 

Montevideo Sep 1, 1873 

pr Magellan 
(Pacific Steam Navigation Company) 

Rio de Janeiro - Cape Verde - Lisbon 
(then by mail train via) 

Badajoz - lrun - Bordeaux 
Outre Mer Amb lrun A Bordx C 

Oct 8, 1873 

15 (decimes due) 

Bordeaux Oct 8, 1873 (verso) 

The French Postal Bulletin of September 1868 informed the public of a service to South America that took advantage of the 
completed rail lines from France to Lisbon, Portugal. Mails could then board British mail packets for the remainder of the 
voyage. The second item was carried on the return portion of the Magellan's passage that had taken it all the way to the 
West coast of South America and through the Straits of Magellan. 



Switzerland 1862 Seated Helvetia Issue 

Border Letter Mail Rate to Italy 10 centimes per 10 grams : Jul 1, 1862 - Dec 31, 1875 

i....=---�/�-
ft��/J-.. 

Chiavenna Oct 10 

L D Jl ,) J ( I� 
} 

Mail routes between Switzerland and Ttaly were limited to mountain passes through the Alps. Most mail that did not have 
a destination and/ or origin very near the border entered Ttaly via the Splugen and St Gotthard Passes or traveled via closed 
mail bag from Geneve through Savoy and Mont Cenis or, later, the Modane Tunnel. Lake steamers were also employed, 
especially on lac di Como for mail via the Splugen Pass. 



Austria 

Letter Mail to Italy 

znd Austrian Rayon to 151 Italian Rayon 
16 kreuzer per lotli 

1863 Coat of Arms Issue 

May 15, 1862 - Sep 30, 1867 

Austro-ltalian Convention of 1862 
Aust ria Italy Rate 
1st ravon 1st ravon 10 kreuzer 
1st rayon 2nd rayon 16 kreuzer 
2nd rayon 1st rayon 16 kreuzer 
2nd rayon 2nd rayon 21 kreuzer 
3rd rayon 1st rayon 21 kreuzer 
3rd ravon 2nd ravon 26 kreuzer 

rates per lath 

Triest Feb 8, 1867 

Cormons - Udine - Venice - Padova 
Bologna (verso) 

znd Austrian Rayon to znd Italian Rayon 
21 kreuzer per loth 

Triest Nov 4?, 1865 

Cormons - Udine - Padova 
Ferrara Nov 5, 1865 

Bologna - Ancona - Foggia 
Molfetta Nov 7, 1865 

7 /. () 

The 1862 agreement between Austria and Ttaly was merely a confirmation of the old Austria-Sardinian convention of 1854 
with alterations for the new Austrian currency in 1858. Prior to Austria's loss of Venetia to the Kingdom of Ttaly in 1866, 
Ferrara served as an exchange office on the Padova-Bologna rail line. The Adriatic rail line that ran along the coast was 
available to the public (and mail carriage) by April 25, 1864. 



Sudan 

Surf ace Mail to United States 

KHARTOUM • 

WAOI NALl'"A 

PORT tlUDAt4 

Khartoum 6 JA 39 
Shellal-Hatfa TPO 10 JAN 39 No 2 

like ly ship from Egyptian port 
note Cairo re turn address 

Egypt .:..g:.._-:_ y 
- _... Im 

1927 Camel Post Issue 

SUDAN RAILWAY$, 
A TO.M,A . 
8UOAN, 

20 milliemes 

The Shellal-Halfa Traveling Post Office (TPO) connected the Egyptian Sate Railways (at Shalla!) with the Sudan 
Government Railways at Wadi Haifa. This piece of railway was 21.0 miles in length. Until July, 1951, all surface mail from 
Sudan was sorted on the Sudanese TPO (rather than the Egyptian), thus these TPO marks usually appear on the back of a 
mail item. 



Hungary 

Insured Letter of Value to Italy 

Mail Transported by Fahrpost 

Pest Jan 25, 1872 Jozsefvards 
Allitolag - Alleged Amount Enclosed 

(not verified by postal clerk) 
Berment - Paid 

Weight 
8/1 O loth 

(about 14 g) 

Contents of value in letter 
3 notes of 5 forint = 15 
2 notes of 1 forint = 2 

Sum total forint 17 

1871-2 Franz Joseph I Issue 

10 krajczar I 40 forint paid in cash 

Paid in Cash 25 kr 
15 kr / loth postage to I ta ly 
10 kr I 40 forints insurance 

Paid by Postage 10 kr 
1 0 kr -registration of mail 

The role of the Fahrpost: While letter mail enjoyed the speedier delivery facilitated by the railways, other types of mail 
continued to be carried in horse-drawn mail coaches. These mail coaches conveyed heavier items (over four loth) such as 
parcels and heavier samples without value. Tn addition, postal advance mail (cash on delivery) and letters of value, such as 
this insured item, were also carried by fahrpost to their destination. 



Denmark 1858 Danish Issue 

Internal Letter Rate 4 skilling per lath : Apr 1, 1851 - Sep 30, 1865 

Origin in Lubeck taken via Hamburg to Denmark 

KDOPA Lube ck May 14, 1863 
KDOPA Hamburg May 14 (verso) 

Odense May 15 (verso) 

The Free Hanseatic Cities of Hamburg and Lubeck held postal offices for Denmark as well as for Thurn and Taxis, Prussia 
and other entities during this period. These post offices were included as part of the domestic Danish mail system and 
qualified for the distance independent rate of 4 skillings per loth. One loth converted to 16 2/3 grams. 

KClnigliche Diinische Oberpostamt (KDOPA) was the main Danish post office in each of these cities (Lubeck and Hamburg). 



Belgium 

Letter Mail to France 

Belgian Postage 
B.3.R. 

Belgium J'd Rayon 
rate = 40 centimes / 1 0 grams 

for 60- 100 km 

French Postage 
rate = 1 franc I 7 .5 grams 

for 750-900 km 

Total Due 
14 

14 decimes due 

Unpaid Letter 

Jan 10, 1831 - Sep 30, 1849 

Bruxelles Dec 11, 1845 
Belg Valencienes Dec 11 
Quievrain 

Bordeaux Dec 15 
Bordeaux Dec 16 

No 11 - delivery address 

,, d/4e..�ri4. £_, 
(' 4"� ,,z,-� :& � .. �� .c::V� 

On January 10, 1.831. ratified Belgium's declaration of independence just three months prior, but the postal agreement was 
essentially based on the 1828 agreement with the Netherlands of which Belgium had been a part. There were three 
distances (rayons) in Belgium with the third rayon requiring the highest rate of 4 decimes. Tnternal French mail also 
maintained a distance component as well. The distance from Valenciennes to Bordeaux is approximately 800 km. 



Austria : Lombardy Venetia 1858 Emperor Franz Josef Issue 

Internal Letter Mail - 20+ meilen 15 soldi per zolloth: Nov 1, 1858 - Jun 11, 1859 

� � {'Y'J.;;f 7� 
���/]� 

, . 

Mantova Nov 2, 1859 (from dateline) 
"Campioni di nessu valore" 

("Samples of no value") 

Wien (Vienna) Nov 6 (vorsoJ 

The city of Mantua/Mantova was surrounded by three 
man-made lakes in 1859. The flow of the Mincio River 
was altered in 1198 by Alberto Dilentino to create four 
lakes: Lago Superiore , di Mezzo, lnferiore and Pajolo. 
The land was reclaimed from the last in the 1700's. 

City of Mantua I Mantova 
from Die Garten laube, published in 1866 

The Quadrilatero Fortress Cities of Peschiera, Verona, Legnago and Mantova were a key part of Austrian defenses in 
Lombardy-Venetia. Of the four, only Mantova was located in Lombardy. The Armistice of Villafranca on July 11, 1859 Gust 
four months prior to this letter's mailing) ceded Lombardy to France. France then ceded Lombardy to Sardinia in exchange 
for the Duchy of Savoy and the County of Nice. Mantova was not part of the ceded territory, despite being located in 
Lombardy. Austria maintained control over the city and its fortress. 



Italy - Sardinia 

Local Letter Rate 

Torino July 26, 1863 
4a Dist Jul 26 ("""o) 
Torino Jul 26 (verso) 
56 (in O\lal ·verso) 

1855 - 1863 Sardinian Issue 

5 centesimi per 10 grams: Jan 1, 1863 -1874 

Giuseppe Bonetti's letterhead indicates that his business was located in Cremona, which most certainly would not have 
qualified for a local letter rate in Torino (Turin). However, it is clear that this item was placed in the mails in Torino, for a 
local delivery. Tt is possible that it was carried privately (note the word "favore" at top left), which could be supported if the 
date on the document is July 24. Tt is also possible that Bonetti or his representative was in Torino for business and mailed 
this item while there. 



Persia 

Surface Mail to England 

Teheran No 3 4 -1. 23 
road to Tabriz 
Trans-Caucasian Railway to Sa tu rn 
Black Sea transport to Constantinople 
rail via Berlin to the English Channel 
ferried across the channel 

docket Rec'd Feb 19"' 1923 

1922 Overprint on 1 Kran 

1 

England continued to look for faster communications with holdings in Tndia after WWl. Railways were already becomin g 
more prevalent in the region and a line through Persia would be key. The Railway Age and Railway Review of January 30, 
1920 st at ed that "there appears to be even; possibility of railway development in Persia in the near future, the ... mail route may soon 
be an accomplished fact." 



France 1862 Emperor Napolean 

Internal Letter Ra� 
\__/ 

20 chns up to 10 grams: Jan 1, 1862 -Aug 31, 1871 

MAIBIE DETARBES 

TAXE OFFICIEUSE 

Tarbes 8 Juin 65 
Apres Le Depart 
Vic-en-Bigorre 9 Juin 65 (verso) 

DU PAIN. 

-

it lous boltlangcr> 

t.e Maire, 

Vte De La Garde. 

Taxe Officieuse du Pain was a voluntary price guideline set by the local goverrunent for bakers to follow when pricing their 
bread. This poster was to be placed in a visible location in each bakery to show the customer what a reasonable price based 
on the cost of wheat would be. Prior to June 22, 1863, these prices were taxe officielle (required prices) beyond which bakers 
were not legally allowed to charge. Government controls on the grain market and bakeries had a long history in France that 
was rooted in the reliance of much of the population on bread for their diet. Threats to the supply could and did lead to 
riots and unrest, something the government wanted to avoid. 
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