Because ] Wanted To

Why are these together? Because I enjeyed making the pages - I hepe you enjoy viewing them.

Great Britain

Letter Rate to Argentinian border
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From the London Daily News
April 21,1869

1867 Queen Victoria Issue

1 shilling per V5 0z : Apr 2, 1866 - Aug 31, 1877

Liverpool 19 AP 69
“Per Pascal str from Liverpool & French Mail via Bordeaux
(datgline in letter)
Pascal - Brazil and River Plate Steam Navigation Company
Liverpool - April 20
Lisbon - Rio de Janeiro - Montevideo
Buenos Ayres, Argentina
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The Pascal was embarking on its first trip to South America for the Liverpool, Brazil and River Plate Steam Navigation
Company. While the letter docket implics a stop in Bordeaux to continue on a French mail steamer (which would have
departed frem there on April 25) a transfer from the Pascal would not have madce any sense,




France 1862 Emperor Napolean

Fee for Insured Letters 20 centimes: Jul1, 1854 - Aug 31, 1871

Local Lettre Charge’
Local Letter 10 ctms up to 10 grams : fJan1, 1863 - Aug 31, 1871
plus Lettres Chargees fee of 20 ctms
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This official notice frem the tribunal in Chambery is a summons for an appearance in court. The bottom left section of text
informs the recipient that they may assign a substitute and that failurc to appear would incur a fine. Apparently, the
addressee was not located since the word “inconnu” on the reverse indicates the recipient was “unknown.”



Switzerland 1862 Seated Helvetia Issue

Letter Mail to GAPU 10 centimes per rayon per 15 grams : Oct 1, 1852 - Aug 31, 1868

1% Rayon Switzerland, 3*¢ Rayon Austria
40 centimes due, 10 centimes overpaid

9 kr credit (weiterfranco) to Au stria

crossed out indicating paid, not due /5_1\“ s
10 centimes for Swiss postage '\'{‘3}6‘;? :
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Vulpmes Dec 15
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Effective Sep 1, 1859, rayons were determined using the closest border tax point with any of the German-Austrian Postal
Union (GAPU) member nations. The number of rayons was based on the distance in meilen the origin and destination were
frem the appropriate border lecation. For cach 10 mceilen (75 km), another rayon was added with a maximum of 3 rayonsin
Austria and 2 rayons in Switzerland.



Italy - Papal States 1852 Papal Arms Issue

Local Letter Rate 1 baj per sheet: 1850 - Jan, 1864
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‘ This prices current circular cites only a price for grain, leaving other options for meats, beans, etc blank.




Great Britain

To Switzerland

Anglo-Swiss Convention of 1868

WARREN LINTE,

STEAM TO BOSTON

The First-class Fall-powered Serew Steamer

“MASSACHUSETTS,”

SAMUEL WALTERS, COMMANDER,

31&F  poNg  REGISTER.
2061

343 horse-pewer neminal, and classed. 3/8 J. 1.} in Verilas, and
20 + 24 (e Underwriteys’ Registry for Iren Vessels (being the

highest class obtainable),

I8 INTENDED TO BE DESPATCHED FOR

B OS T O XN,

On SATURDAY, the 24th May, 1879,

Receiving Cargo up to MIDNIGHT of Friday, 23rd May,
unless previously full

1d per2 oz : Jan 1, 1869 -

George Warren’s line of Boston to
Liverpool packets began running
passenger service in 1865. In 1875-6, they
purchased three Guion Line ships, the
Minnesota, the Victoria (formerly Nebraska)
and the Massachusetts (formerly
Manhatten). Soon after, the Warren Line
sold or scrapped their smaller and older
ships (the Edith Warren, Fred Warren and
Lotte Warren).

The Massachusetts served the Warren Line
until 1881 when it was sold to the Thistle
Line and renamed the City of Lincoln.

The Warren Line did not have mail
carriage contracts and were a ‘freighter
class” shipping company. They ran a
scheduled and regular route with their
ships unlike some freight lines that simply
ran where their cargo took them.

o Rates of Freight end Pass
Posrreriwaneg, 3 and 7,
Piccadilly, Manchester; Sa
Street, lelfast; W. @. T
Eunensere & PorLaxk, Haf
Sceuirz & Co., Antwerp; I

GEORGE

Livesgroon 1ith Meay. 1374,

Exc hange Liverpool May 17 1879 ==
Lausanne, Switzerland

LAUSANNE.
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Uruguay

1866 Numeral Issue

Foreign Letter Mail

To Buenos Ayres, Argentina

Montevideo Nov 18, 1874
(dateline)

Buenos Ayres, Argentina
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Montevideo Aug 31, 1873 (dateline)

Monftevideo Sep 1, 1873

pr Magefian

{Pacific Steam Navigation Company)
Rio de Janeiro - Cape Verde - Lisbon

(then by mail train via)
Badajoz - lun - Bordeaux

Cufre Mer Amb Irun A Bordx C

Oct 8, 1873

15 (decimes due)

Bordeau x Oct 8, 1873 (verso)

The French Postal Bulletin of September 1868 informed the public of a service to South America that took advantage of the
completed rail lines from France to Lisbon, Portugal. Mails could then beard British mail packets for the remainder of the
voyage. The second item was carried on the return portion of the Magellan’s passage that had taken it all the way to the
West coast of South America and through the Straits of Magellan.



Switzerland 1862 Seated Helvetia Issue

Border Letter Mail Rate to Italy 10 centimes per 10 grams : Jul 1, 1862 - Dec 31, 1875

~ Splugen Oct 10, 1865

Chiavenna Oct 10

St Gotthard
Pass

Splugen
AlroIP' . Bernhardin -

e
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Mail routes between Switzerland and Italy were limited to mountain passes through the Alps. Most mail that did not have
a destination and/or origin very near the border entered Italy via the Splugen and St Gotthard Passes or traveled via closed
mail bag frem Geneve through Savoy and Mont Cenis or, later, the Modane Tunnel. Lake stcamers were also employed,
especially on Lac di Como for mail via the Splugen Pass.



Ausiria 1863 Coat of Arms Issue

Letter Mail to Italy May 15, 1862 - Sep 30, 1867
2"¢ Austrian Rayon to 1* Italian Rayon Austro-ltalian Convention of 1862
16 kreuzer per loth Austria Italy Rate
1st rayon 15t rayon 10 kreuzer
1st rayon 2nd rayon 16 kreuzer
2nd rayon 1st rayan 16 kreuzer
2nd rayon 2ne rayon 21 kreuzer
3rd rayon 1st rayon 21 kreuzer
3rd rayon 2nd rayon 28 kreuzer

rates per leth

Triest Feb 8, 1867
Cormons - Udine - Venice - Padova
Bologna (verse)

274 Austrian Rayon to 2° Italian Rayon
21 kreuzer per loth

Triest Nov 4?, 1865
Cormons - Udine - Padova
Ferrara Nov 5, 1865
Belogna - Ancona - Foggia
Molfetta Nov 7, 1865

The 1862 agrecement between Austria and Italy was merely a confirmation of the old Austria-Sardinian convention of 1854
with alterations for the new Austrian currency in 1858. Prior to Austria’s loss of Venetia to the Kingdom of ITtaly in 1866,
Ferrara served as an exchange office on the Padova-Bologna rail line. The Adriatic rail line that ran along the coast was
available to the public (and mail carriage) by April 25, 1864,



Sudan 1927 Camel Post Issue

Surface Mail to United States 20 milliemes

Khartoum 6 JA 39

Shellal-Halfa TPO 10 JAN 39 No 2
likely ship from Egyptian port

note Cairo return address
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The Shellal-Halfa Traveling Post Office (TPO) connected the Egyptian Sate Railways (at Shallal) with the Sudan
Covernment Railways at Wadi Halfa. This picce of railway was 210 miles in length, Until July, 1951, all surface mail from
Sudan was sorted on the Sudanese TPO (rather than the Egyptian), thus these TPO marks usually appear on the back of a
mail item.



Hungary 1871-2 Franz Joseph I Issue

Insured Letter of Value to Italy 10 krajczar/ 40 forint paid in cash

Mail Transported by Fahrpost
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Pest Jan 25, 1872 Jozsefvards
Allitolag - Alleged Amount Endosed

(not verified by postal clerk)
Bermenit - Paid

Weight
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Contents of value n letter ’z' At T Paid in (:1355:;‘;?0':; etae (o 1tal
3 notes of 5 forint = 15 Y 9 y

2 notes of 1 forint = 2 %ﬂﬁ’_//% =1 10 kr / 40 forints insu rance

, Paid by Postage 10 kr
Sum total forint 17 7 10 kr - registration of mail

The role of the Fahrpost: While letter mail enjoyed the speedier delivery facilitated by the railways, other types of mail
continued to be carried in horse-drawn mail coaches. These mail coaches conveyed heavier items (over four loth) such as
parccls and heavier samples without value. In addition, postal advance mail (cash on delivery) and letters of valug, such as
this insured item, were also carried by fahrpost to their destination.



Denmark 1858 Danish Issue

Internal Letter Rate 4 skilling per loth : Apr 1, 1851 - Sep 30, 1865

Origin in Lubeck taken via Hamburg to Denmark

KDOPA i.ubeck May 14, 1863 : g Rl Ly
KDOPA Hamburg May 14 (verso) R 2 o fots g it g b
Odense May 15 {(verso) - A SR T A L O

iy e

"‘:\-\_-, T
Ly o
.
A . o
2 " 3 i
F e I 4
: .:-: ':: ?’Ii b :11? i
.} Fy o AL |
b P S
g1 ,"I
" -

o TR R
‘F"‘"nf\.m".';"

The Free Hanscatic Cities of Hamburg and Lubeck held postal offices for Denmark as well as for Thurn and Taxis, Prussia
and other entities during this period. These post offices were included as part of the domestic Danish mail system and
qualificd for the distance independent rate of 4 skillings per loth. One loth converted to 16 2/3 grams.

Konigliche Danische Oberpostamt (KDOPA) was the main Danish post office in cach of these citics (Lubeck and Hamburg),



Belgium

Unpaid Letter

Letter Mail to France

Jan 10, 1831 - Sep 30, 1849

Bruxelles Dec 11, 1845

Belg Valencienes Dec 11
Quievrain

Bordeaux Dec 15
Bordeaux Dec 16

No 11 delivery address
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On January 10, 1831 ratified Belgi

ium’s declaration of independence just three months prior, but the postal agreement was

essentially based on the 1828 agreement with the Netherlands of which Belgium had been a part. There were three
distances (rayons) in Belgium with the third rayon requiring the highest rate of 4 decimes, Internal French mail also

maintained a distance component

as well, The distance from Valenciennes to Bordeaux is approximately 800 km,



Austria : Lombardy Venetia 1858 Emperor Franz Josef Issue

Internal Letter Mail - 20+ meilen 15 soldi per zolloth : Nov 1, 1858 - Jun11, 1859

%mauf\_n_-_,“i,"fjﬁ”w

by fopt

Mantova Nov 2, 1859 (frerm datelirie)
“Campioni di nessu valore”
(“Samples of no value")
Wien (Vienna) Nov 6 (vorse)

The cily of Mantua/Manlova was surrounded by three
man-made |akes in 1859. The flew of the Mincio River
was altered in 1193 by Albeito Ditentine Lo create four
lakes: Lago Superiere, di Me220, Inferiore and Fajolo.
The land was reclaimed from the last in the 1700's.

City of Mantua/ Mantova
from Die Gartenlaube, published in 1866

The Quadrilatero Fortress Cities of Peschiera, Verona, Legnago and Mantova were a key part of Austrian defenses in
Lombardy-Venetia. Of the four, only Mantova was lecated in Lombardy. The Armistice of Villafranca on July 11, 1859 (just
four months prior to this letter’s mailing) ceded Lombardy to France. France then ceded Lombardy to Sardinia in exchange
for the Duchy of Savoy and the County of Nice. Mantova was not part of the ceded territory, despite being located in
Lombardy. Austriamaintained control over the city and its fortress,



Italy - Sardinia

1855 - 1863 Sardinian Issue

Local Letter Rate
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Torino July 26, 1863
4a Dist Jul 26 (verse)
Torino Jul 26 {versp)
56 (in oval - verse)

5 centesimi per 10 grams : Jan 1, 1863 - 1874

fiﬁ,

SEPPE BONETTT )

o (RSN e—&85

5D

T

L g, Wiy, SEEER i iy, P S
| COMMERCIANTE 5=+

"_“‘--..JC:-""“_"\._ f""-_'_'::.-""‘

B

=

Sela, Bindelli, Filosell, Frange, Cotons, 0350 Balena. Guandi E“))\
‘Gnﬂ“\l’ﬁ& Lang, Disegni per riesmo e Guarnigioni per Caroonz (,/)

R o e e e —

Contrada Colonna N. 15 Dede—

@ﬂ:te

Ciuscppe Bonetti’s letterhead indicates that his business was lecated in Cremona, which most certainly would not have
qualificd for a local letter rate in Torino (Turin), However, it is clear that this item was placed in the mails in Torino, for a
local delivery. It is possible that it was carried privately (note the word “favore” at top left), which could be supported if the
datc on the document is July 24. Tt is also possible that Bonetti or his representative was in Torino for business and mailed

this item while there,



Persia 1922 Overprint on 1 Kran

Surface Mail to England

L /7.23

/g, e ? % //,7*’!? /923
// Pl

/ CRaltornes Zﬁ"{; e

Snld Slict Ao

Teheran No 34 -1. 23
road to Takriz
Trans-Caucasian Railway to Batum
Black Sea transport to Constantinople
rail via Berlin % the Engish Channel
ferried across the channel

docket Rec'd Fep 19* 1923
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England continued to look for faster communications with holdings in India after WWT. Railways were alrcady becoming
more prevalent in the region and a line through Persia would be key. The Railway Age and Railway Review of January 30,
1920 stated that “there appears to be every possibility of railway development in Persia in the near future, the ... mail route may soon
be an accomplished fact.”



France

1862 Emperor Napolean

Internal Letter Ratg™ 20 ctms up to 10 grams: Jan 1, 1862 - Aug 31, 1871
X

Tarbes 8 Jiin 65
Apres Le Depart
Vic-en-Bigorre 9 Juin

| L

65 (verso)

——— LSS

Le Maire de la Ville de Tarbes, informe ses administrés que la taxe
officieuse du Pain pour la < quinzaine de /# --185/ est fixée
comme suit
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Le Maire,

Vte De La Garde.

Taxe Officieuse du Pain was a voluntary price guideline set by the local goverrunent for bakers to follow when pricing their
bread. This poster was to be placed in a visible location in each bakery to show the customer what a reasonable price based
on the cost of wheat would be. Prior to June 22, 1863, these prices were faxe officielle (required prices) beyond which bakers
were not legally allowed to charge. Government controls on the grain market and bakeries had a long hist ory in France that
was rooted in the reliance of much of the population on bread for their diet. Threats to the supply could and did lead to
riots and urirest, something the government wanted to avoid.
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