
Washington & Franklin Third 
Bureau Imperforate Coils 

1908 to 1912 Imperforate Coil Issues Production 

Exhibit Plan 
I. Production Material 

II. 1908 Issue 

III. 1910 Issue 

VI. 1912 Issue 

Historical Significance 
The Bureau produced three different flat plate coil issues. The 

imperforate coils were primarily intended for business use. The 

appeal of using the imperforate coils was ease of application and 

the speed at which they could be applied with an affixing ma
chine. The Bureau produced one more imperforate coil, the first 

rotary press stamp issued in 1914. This was the last imperforate 

coil produced by the Bureau. 

Prnduction 
• The 1908 Issue was first produced on imprint plates which 

had 2mm horizontal spacing between designs. 
• Soon after, the 1908 issue was printed on the Star plates 

which have a varied spacing of 2 and 3mm spacing. 
• The Star plates were also used to produce the 1910 issue. 
• The first two issues were hand assembled. 
• Early in the production of the 1910 issue the plates were 

changed over to a new spacing of2.75mm between designs. 
• The last issue of 1912 was produced on these new plates 

which were called the "A" plates. 

Purpose of Exhibit: The purpose of this 
exhibit is to show the production material 

and uses for the three imperforate flat 

plate Bureau coil issues. 

Key Items Highlighted in Red 

The 1 Cent Foreign Entry 
The cause of the 1 cent foreign entry on the 2 cent issue 

occurred when a Bureau worker mistakenly entered a 1 

cent die onto a 2 cent die. The worker tried to erase the 

engraving lines, but left a number of them behind. This 
variety only occurs on plate 5299, fourth position down 

from the top. The enlarged scan shows the extra engrav

ing lines found on this printing variety. 

The reconstructed imprint shows the com
plete Bureau imprint from the Star plate. 

Star plates have 5000 series plate num

bers. The previous Imprint plate consisted 

of just the imprint and plate number. They 
had 4000 series plate numbers. 
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1908 & 1910 Issues 
Imprint & Star Plate Construction 

Both issues were hand assembled . 

The issues were printed in 400 subject panes . 

The 400 subject panes were cut into snips of20 . 
The sn·ips of20 were pasted together by hand into 

rolls of 500 or 1,000. 

A piece of craft paper was attached at the begin

ning of the roll, the n·ailer strip. 
A second piece of craft paper was attached at the 

end of the roll, the leader strip. The leader strip 

had the printed information on the coil roll. 

The leader strip sealed the coil roll until used . 

Trailer Strips 
They formed the eenter 

or core of the coil roll. 

Uru·ep01ted Plate #5859 Numerals Only, No Bureau Imprint 

1912 Issue 
The "A" Plate Construction 

• One of the key differences is the horizontal spacing between 

designs. 
• The A plate had 2. 75mm spacing between designs. 
• The 400 subject panes were cut in half instead of being cut into 

strips of 20. 
• A piece of craft paper was pasted at the beginning. 
• The half sheets were pasted together until there was a roll of 500 

or 1,000. 
• A piece of craft paper was pasted at the beginning, which is the 

leader strip. 
• The roll was then placed on a sn·ipping machine that cut the roll 

into 10 coils. 
• The st:I·ips were then wound into coils and sealed. 



1908 Issue 
1908: D.L. WMK 1 & 2c Issues 

Vertical Format 

Third class, International Printed 
Matter rate, 1 cent per 2 ounces. 

r The Pacific Stamp News , 
1344 �o, Flower Street 

California 
Los Angeles, 
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Penn. 
The 1908 issue consists of 5 values. The 1, 2, 4, & 5 cent values were issued in ve1tical format. The 1, 2, and 3 
cent values were issued in h01izontal f01mat. The 1908 issue was p1inted on double line wate1marked paper. 
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First class, 1 cent per piece. 

B.V.D. Perfin Pattern 8242 

This is the first and only recorded imper
forate flat plate coil with a perfin. 

This pattern is rated "A" on the rarity scale 
for perfins with 10 or less known. This ex
ample is one of three recorded examples 
with this pattern. 

After 5 days, return to 
THE B. V. D. COMPANY, 

65 Worth St., 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 

J.B. Shaw & Sons, 
Sherman, 

First class, 2 cents per ounce. 

Domestic/UPU 

.. 

Third class, printed 
matter rate, 1 cent 

per 2 ounces 

Tex. 



1908: D.L. WMK 2c Issue 

Vertical Fol'mat 

First class, UPU, 2 cents per piece. 

tP ... 'I' � IN TSN DAM. flftUllN TO 

EDWARD BROWN & SONS 
AEA&lth CGMMIRUtL •UILI Ulll 

aoa-ao.& SANSOM• STl'll:U 
SAN FRANCISCO • CALIFORNIA 

GIENIERAL AGIENTS 
•vu •9•u1U1MCE Co. OF GOTHEN8URG 
AGRICULTURAL IMaU"TE Co. OF NEW YORIC 

• Ql.081 A l'lUTGER8 llllURAllCE Co. OF NEW YORK 

Mr. Cha�. w. ArP, 
1031 Capp sti'eet, 

san Frano1 aoo , 
1. Registered. 8504 

Largest Recorded Franking 

Cal. 

First class, registered, 2 cents plus 10 cents registry fee. 

Registry cancel 11122/ 1910, San Francisco, California. 

Domestic/UPU 1908: D.L. WMK 4 & 5c Issue Domestic/UPU 

Vertical Fol'mat 

Wanen Babcock, the sender, was 
responsible for first reporting the 

AEF booklet panes. He was on the 

ship to France when he discovered 

the new booklet panes. Wanen be
came the supplier of these booklet 

panes to dealers and collectors. 

One of 3 documented uses 
to a foreign destination. 

This is the only registered 

use of the three. 

.,... ...... 
B.JllTUB.N IN a DA YB TO 

One of 8 Documented Uses 
First class, 2 cents per ounce plus 10 cents registry fee. PF 461352 

Detroit, Michigan registry cancel, May 16, 1916 

One of 7 Documented Uses 
First class, registered UPU rate, 10 cents registry fee, plus 5 cents for first ounce. 

New York, New York November 21, 1911 registry cancel. 



1908: D.L. WMK le & 2c Issue 

Horizontal Format 

I>o:-;rp ( '- J 
'Li 

7-00 PM 
1911 1 · -........./ l \_. � c 

Urs. J. W. 1{ansun, 

909 ZWarren, 
kusau , Wis • 

Only Documented Use 
First class, 1 cent per piece. 

IP llOT Dl:UVl:llED WITHIN FIVI: DAY•, lll:TUllll TO 

2cg Bonnes 
(\ Dayton, o. -

One of Four Documented Uses 
First class, 2 cents per ounce. 

APEX213618 

----

APEX209367 

Domestic 

1910 Issue 
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The 1910 issue consists of two values in ve1tical and horizontal format. The key 
difference is the 1910 issue was printed on single line wate1marked paper. 

First class, 1 cent per piece. 

IP' NOT DIELIVIE .. IEO IN 1'1VC DAY8 RETURN TO 

THE T. WILCE CO. 
END MATCHED 

HARDWOOD FLOORING 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

WRITE 
FOR 

SPECIAL 
CARLOAD 

FRA.U DA!J BEY 
LAMONI IA. 

WILCE'S LATEST "BOOKLET" 

< ... z 0 
la a feature of 

THE ANSONIA � More novel •n�- _P!':�sl_'.'g than can be 
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Third class, printed matter, 
1 cent per 2 ounces. 



1910: S.L. WMK le Issue 

Vemcal & Hol"izontal Fol"mat 

Lal"gest Known Fl"anking 
First class, 2 cents per ounce, plus 10 cents registry fee. 

p� 

llESSA 

One of Two Documented Uses 
Third class, 1 cent per piece, International Printed Matter. 

Domestic/UPU 1910: S.L. WMK 2c Issue 

Vel"tical Fol"mat 

First class, UPU rate, 
2 cents per piece. 

JACKSON BLVD, 
CHICAGO. 

.. _ - ... ., ,.,,, . 

w11 t.iain Hoyt Yale, 
715 P1one r Preflei Bldg., 

St. Paul, l£1nn. 

RIETUllN IN FIYJ: DAYS 

J. S. BACHE & CO. 

German Treaty Rate 
First class, German treaty rate, 2 cents per 

ounce if carried on a German Steamship. 

NKW YORK. 

Domestic/UPU/Treaty 

First class, double weight, 
2 cents per ounce. 



1910: S.L. WMK 2c Issue 

Horizontal Format 

ArTUI • DATa .. " TO 

ACME STEEL GOODS CO. \"AQ (J�'ttt.1 0 MANUF'ACTURERS 
28�0 ARCHER AVE. 

CHICAGO 
25 8- CO Pl 

"'=i lliam Baker, 

228 '1n.,'1dnm • t • I 

' f1 r s e y , i ty ' .... • �J • 

One of 5 Documented Uses 
First class, 2 cents per ounce. APEX 155160 

Two of 5 Documented Uses/Largest Known Franking 

' � 

First class, registered, 2 cents per ounce plus 10 cents registry fee. This is the only multiple of the 

2c horizontal irnperforate or perforated coil on cover. The line strip of four exhibits the A plate 

spacing of 2. 75mm. The paste-up pair has the imprint and "A" on the tab. PSE 1029554 

Domestic 

First class, 1 cent per piece. 

THE TEMPLE PUMP CO. 

?dauufacturt'rs of 
Cuolioc £oainc., Windmills, Pumpe, 

T anl:t, Pipes aDd Fmiog•, Etc. 
W01lr-Chicago, JU., U. S. A. 

1912 Issue 
1 l ... l'O'I U.1· I ' ....... "·' ' °' l'tl ... I \t.1 • .. l'O' I \I.I 

t� 
·'!, t'� ··� � .. � y ··�· ' .  . ' i' � '\\ ,J; .� ; ,.i. .;, . ' i ,,..,,,.. ,.. ' . ' it> • • · -�·..a· • ' . . · - � ··· • • • • _, .. • • • . , . • • 

The 1912 issue consists of 2 values in ve1tical 
and h01izontal format. 

Mr John Nieder 
John Nieder Co 
Emmet St.& Avenue C & Wright 

Third class, printed matter, 
1 cent per 2 ounces 



1912: S.L. WMK le & 2c Issues 

Vertical Format 

SUN LIPE ASSURANCE 
OOMPANY Of' CANADA. 

DON R. BJ:o:N;>;ETT 
Member, 1917 ·IS 

OETROIT, M•cu. 

First class, war rate, 2 cents per ounce, plus 1 cent war tax. 

.. CTURN •N nvr o .... vs 

1301 W 35T..!' STREET 

l1r. c ,. • \i . �tookey, 

P.. f2, 
Comnton, Cali-f'. 

First class, double weight, 2 cents per ounce 

Domestic 1912: S.L. WMK le Issue Domestic 

Horizontal Format 

• 

1 ... .. o,.., 1u.1: 1 I ... . PCt-._I \Col 

'. �; ::·:� . I · ' t. •. " ··= 
I . ,. . 

,, /... ' ·..•. . 1·• ··•:.-•· • I••···- -___ .._ 

Mr. Don R. Bennett, 

103 Chamber of Commerce Bid&., 

Detroit, Mich. 

One of 4 Documented Uses 
First class, Inner City War Rate, 2 cents per ounce. 

lllETURN IN II DAYS TO 

,,,lJRESS YOUR MAIL� l 1 O STREET AND N�MB ER g ....,__. 

D • H. V. Kahler 
Reinbeck, Iowa. 

APEX213613 

11;e OUVE1l Tipc•ri-tcr G. Two of 4 document uses. 

111 N. DEARBORN STREET 
CHICAGO, ILL. 

Only Documented Third Class Use 
Tirird class, 1 cent per two ounces. APEX 195182 



1912: S.L. WMK le & 2c Issues 

Horizontal Format 

APTSll f'IYC DAYe lll:TUllN TO STAR CORUHDUl,.lllEELS, 
COVEL MFG. CO. 

B8NTON HARBOR, MICH., U. S. A. SAFES�� '(-il-RBc?\ 1 
CU ��T' 

�$f:'ll{jNj ... . ' . ....... , • . . 

Norton Company. 

Worcester. 

Earliest Documented Use 
First class, 2 cents per ounce. 

BONWIT TELLER. &, CO. 
flF11I AVIHUS AT 38":" STRUT 

llBWYORK 

Mass. 

Three of 4 docu ented uses. 

APEX213614 

One of 3 Documented Uses 
First class, 2 cents per ounce. APEX 159834 

Chr. Hanuens Laboratory, 

Little Falls, N. Y. 

242 

Domestic/Epilogue 

Two of Three Documented Uses 
Fourth class, 1 cent per ounce, inde
pendent of distance. 

APEX23609 

Rotary Press 1914 

Two Cent Imperf orate Rotary Press Coil 

With the invention of the Stickney Rotary Press, flat plate 
coil production ended. The first issues produced on the new 

Stickney Rotary Press were the 2 cent imperforate rotary 

press coil and the 2 cent perforated coil, Type I. 

The 2 cent imperforate rotary press coil was the last 

imperforate coil produced by the Bureau. 

There are no documented uses on cover 

.- Stickney Rotary Press 
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