
A Selection of Desirable Postal History 
from 

Expositions and World's Fairs 

What is desirable? Is it a cover that is rare? A cover that is expensive? To some 
collectors, these are indicators of a desirable cover. However in my opinion, a desirable 
cover is one that is seldom seen, one that you know of only by a picture in an auction 
catalog or an illustration in a specialty journal, one that you think in terms of "if I ever get 
the chance I will buy if'. 

This one frame display shows some of what I would call 'desirable' exposition postal 
history. Cost did not factor in to the choice of every cover you see here, several were 
purchased for under twenty dollars. 

1853 THE EXPOSITION OF THE INDUSTRY OF ALL NATIONS 
[CRYSTAL PALACE] 

(New York City) 

The 1853 New York City year dated postmark used only from 11 to 25 July 1853. 

Philatelists have debated for years the association of this marking with the Crystal 
Palace expo, and also the possible handling of the mail to and from the expo by Boyd's 
Local post. Plenty of circumstantial evidence exists, but no positive proof for either 
theory has yet been discovered. 



1876 Centennial International Exposition 
(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) 

Twelve red Plimpton commemorative envelopes are known with the Centennial 
postmark. The red envelopes were not available or sold at the Remington Typewriter 
exhibit, but could be purchased by special customer request from the fair's post office. 
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Non-Serifed letter style 

Two of the four known red Plimpton Centennial commemorative envelopes 
with address typed at the Remington Typewriter exhibit. 



1893 Columbian Exposition 
(Chicago, Illinois) 
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l!Ja!! to the person named in Letter of Advice of this number 

and date,� sum of----��-� Dollars 
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Postmaster. 

To the Postmaster at 

-------·-··---��7/'� ­
.---··-4---- ------��-�-----------

I======= 
The party to whom this \eder is paid must si�n here his or her FULL NAME, except in 

the case of firms, when th,, usual signature will suffice. 

�ecet:Ued ths ai-o1le. 

t This l\1oney Order is to be sent by the remitter to the payee. It is payable only at the 

Post Office on which it is drawn. 

Uncashed money order for 1 O cents 

The 9th money order sold on opening day, 1 May 1893. 
Validated by Worlds Fair Station M.0.8. double circular postal marking. 



1893 Columbian Exposition 
(Chicago, Illinois) 

Latest Known Use of Rec'd marking used as origin cancel after expo had closed. 

c. L. JYayland. · 
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The Pointing Finger (Returned to Writer) and route carrier's annotation 'not there' 
9 examples recorded, of which this is the Latest Known Use. 



1901 Pan American Exposition 
(Buffalo, New York) 

/ 
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First Day of Issue, 1 May 1901, of two cent Pan American stamp 

Mailed by David C. Warner, an exposition policeman. In 1952, Warner prepared a notarized 
affidavit for his son, stating this cover bears the first Pan American stamp sold at the expo, 
and that it was the first letter mailed from the exposition grounds. 

I was the 13th Pan American Policemen appointed and commissioned a 
New York State Policeman by Governor Theodore Roosevelt in June 1900. 

A few weeks before the Exposition opened on May 1st 1901, I became one 
of the Mid-way Squad and patrolled the Mid-way while the concessionaires 
were getting ready for Opening Day. 

The Pan American Post Office was located at the corner of the Mall and the 
Mid-way on my beat and thus I became well acquainted with the Postmaster, 
thus having direct information when the Post Office would be open for 
business. 

I was on my beat when Mr. Heins, the Superintendent opened the Post Office 
May 1st, 1901 and he sold me the first Pan American Commemoration stamp, 
which I placed on a letter to your mother as being the first letter mailed in the 
Pan American Postal Station on the Pan American Exposition grounds. This 
letter was immediatelv hand-cancelled bv Mr. Heins. 



1904 Louisiana Purchase Exposition 
(St Louis, Missouri) 

- -·--

P.O.D P'T. EX. 
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Post Office Department Exhibit, 
U. S. Government Building, 

LOUISIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION, 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Souvenir hand-out card from the Exposition Station. 
This marking was never used to cancel mail. 

WORLD'S FAIR, ST. LOUIS 
�p.. PURCHASE EX?os;-,... 

\.o\J\S\� 1904 / I01y 
CEREMONIES 

St. Louis, U. S. A. 

Hon. Chaun�ey M. Depew. 

Un� ted States Senate. 
Washington. 

D. C. 

-WORL[: 

Pre-fair World's Fair Station machine cancel. 
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Once the expo opened, the canceller words were changed to Exposition Station. 
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POST CARD 

1909 Alaska Yukon Pacific Exposition 
(SeattJe, Washington) 

U.S. Automatic Vending private perforation - stamps sold at the U.S. gov't building. 
Less than 5 recorded with exposition machine cancel. 



1915 Panama Pacific International Exposition 
(San Francisco, California) 
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Bakersfield (California) Doremus machine slogan cancel. 14 examples recorded. 
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Portland (Oregon) International machine cancel with ORE in dial and solid killer bars. 
Used 15 to 17July1912. Less than 10 examples recorded. 



1915 Panama Pacific International Exposition 
(San Francisco, California) 

Mailed and postmarked on board the cruiser USS Milwaukee and then delivered to the 
exposition's Model Post Office by the ship's mail clerk for further transmittal. 

IN TEN DAYS RETURN TO 

MACE'S MARKET 
PORTLAND, OREGON 

Portland (Oregon) American machine cancel with slogan in flag's stripes. 
Very difficult to find on cover. 
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1915 Panama Pacific International Exposition 
(San Francisco, California) 
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SA?! FRA !tr, IS C 0 
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San Francisco slogan cancel on incoming Paquebot from El Salvador. 
Note misspelling .... PAQUOBOT 

!'he Manager, 

WORLD'S 
AMA- C PAN PACifl 

EXPOSITION 
IN SAN FRANCISCO..._.,......,.. l _ ___J815 

United States Trust Co., 

Washington, D. C. 

Tacoma slogan cancel on incoming Paquebot from Japan. 

Panama Pacific Exposition slogan cancels on Paquebot mail are very scarce. 



1926 Sesqui-Centennial Exposition 
(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania) 

Edward L. Krueger, Supt., 
Uodel P. o., Phila., Pa. MODE 

POST OFF 
SESO.U!CENTEI 
INTERNATIO [XPOSITI 

Hon. George E. Kemp, Postmaster 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

First Day of the commemorative postal stationery envelope. 
From the Model Post Office Superintendent to the Philadelphia Postmaster. 

See enclosed letter on the next page. 

Registered cover processed at the Model Post Office 
the day before the official opening of the exposition. 



MODEL POST OFFICE 
SESQU !CENTENNIAL 

INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION 1lluitrh �tatrn Jlnnt ®ffirr 
PHILADELPHIA. PENNSYLVANIA 

150Yeara 
of 

Amaican lndcpcndenco 

July 271 1926. 

Hon. George E. Kemp, Postmaster, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

My dear Colonel: 

Sending greetings and the ini'ormation that the 
envelope in which this letter is enclosed was one of 
the first Sesquicentennial Stamped Envelopes manufaetured 
at the Model Post Office, and placed on sale this date. 

SEE THE MODEL POST OFFICE AT WORK 
AT THE EXPOSITION :: JUNE 1 TO DECEMBER 1, 1926 

ELK-JTF 

----- "- -- ---------��-�=��=====�==��---------------



1933-1934 Century of Progress Exposition 
(Chicago, Illinois) 

LAST DAY 
CENTURY OF PROGRESS 

EXPOSITION 

ThR is cachet sponsored by the Burlingfoi . 
. oute and applied in the Postal Car of 
1f5 World'$ Fair e)(hibition train wkldra 
WCll visited by 2� million � 

1933 closing day RPO cover signed by two of the RPO clerks 
and M.A. Campbell, creator of the red oval cachet. 

Ill . 

'Q fi, "9"" i!ft;·; : .� - " 

MA'{ 26 . ·�· 
4AM 

. c 0 \,, 0 . !9 � � . . , __ 

J. J. MATTES 
U13 CORNELIA AVE� 

·CHICAGO, ILLS. 

1934 opening day RPO cover carried on board the Burlington Zephyr non-stop 
from Denver to Chicago. Signed by two of the train crew. 



1935-1936 California Pacific International Exposition 
(San Diego, California) 

�-----�™->=-IF­
OLD MISSION AT SAN DIEGO 
81RTMPLACE of CALIFORNIA 

t/IH/ NOME Of U.S.DESTROYERS 
BA1'TLE FLEET U.S. NAVV 

Bil{ B�,_fte_J 
l19B\-o ..... d 5-t-. 

N. y. 
The double ring dial machine cancel was supposed to be used only for First Day Covers 
of the Exposition commemorative stamp. A few souvenir covers were cancelled in error. 

Geo. J. King, 
42 Arundel Road, 
Kingston, Surrey 
England 

=CALI 
-INT ERNA 

CALIFOR N IA PAcr nc IHTEANAT IONAJ. EXPOSITION 
IS35 · SAN OIEGO·l935 

Mailed after the expo closed, with Expo Station Postmaster's corner card. 



[ 

RAILROADS at the 
New York World's Fair 

1939 New York World's Fair 
(New York City) 

L AST D /J(�� 0 

CANCELLATt ff 
193 9 N ea,v York World's 

� Fair � 0SEE YOU IN 1940 � 
M. deF. Spinola 
Box 522 

. - . - Hilo 
Hawaii 

Rectangular Last Day Cancellation marking, of which 2 examples have been recorded 

N. Y. WORLD'S FAIR POST OFFICE 
WORLD'S FAIR, N. Y. 11380 

1964 New York World's Fair 
(New York City) 
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t- POPE PIUS VI VISITS 
3: NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR 
a.. 

OCTOBER 4, l 96.5 
0:: 
I-
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International machine with Pray for Peace slogan, used one day only, 4 October 1965. 
Honors the visit of Pope Paul VI to the fair. Cachet identifies the wrong pope. 

j 



1968 Hemisfair 
(San Antonio, Texas) 

PAY THIS AMOU
.
NT .�i �":{�CI • w A AN ING 

DO NOT CASH IF ALTERED 

0 

U. S. Postal Money Order ',;�:; 
Na T v ����M6;,;.AT irrw:L"t>LOALRLAsRS 
FOR MORE THAN " U UU 

7,456,859, 756 

DO NOT FOLD, 
STAPLE, SPINDLE 
OR MUTILATE 

PURCHASER-FILL IN INFORMATION BELOW 

PAY TO 

PURCHASER' S NAME 
IF 

C.0.0. 
E NTErl--"-'PU""RC""H=AS=E •'-'·s_,Sc.:.:;IR=EE .:....l =A O=D=•E =ss _________________ � 
NO 

PURC H A SE R · s CITY, S TATE AND Z IP CODE 

Uncashed souvenir money order from the Hemisfair postal station. 

\\4CitH1>A HOTEL 
At the Les Angeles A;rport 
525 NORTH SEPULVEDA BLVD. 
EL SEGUNDO, CAllf. 90245 

1984 Louisiana World Exposition 
(New Orleans, Louisiana) 

David Savadge 
232 Mountain View 
Santa Maria, Calif. 93455 

7 ,45 6,85 9, 756 ,,..........., ��..,........ 
PURCHASER'S RECEIPT ,......, 

U.S. Postal Money Order 

SIBILITY FOR FILLING IN HIS 

NAME AND ADDRESS AND 
NAME OF PAYEE IN SPACES 
PROVIDED ON THIS DRDER 

Two recorded copies of the New Orleans double ring hand marking without a date. 
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