THE HOMESTEAD ACT
SEEN THROUGH LETTERS FROM EASTERN OREGON
1805 - 1308
PURPOSE AND SCOPE

This one-frame exhi
shows the requirements of
and  process of the
Homestesd Act of 1562
through gquoles from &
selection of letters sent 10 and
from the Lend Office in La
Grande i eastern Oregon
between 1905 and 1908

It wimy 1o give you an
understandig of who coald

piomerrs
i eastern Oregon at the
egeinmiing of fhe 20° centug

OVERVIEW OF THE HOMESTEAD ACT

Acted

The Western
United States.

Congress enacied that any person who was head of a family, over 1, a citizen and had never
borne arms mpainst the USA coukd file & claim for up 1o 4 quarter section (160 acres) of
smappropristed fand. The claimant had io reside o the land for five years, and show evidence
ol title by the larad.

EXHIBIT LAYOUT

M Aarpose and Sope, F5-13 The 7 Sieps of the Homestead Act
Overview of the Homestesd Act,
Extuafnt Laywnst Step 1 Look for “feee land”
P2 v of the Homestesd Act, Stap 2 Fle the lard clain
Acts Wiich Stmp § Live om the land for 5 years
L Grande Land Officr :; thlpn::::;u
P34 What ira Quarter Section? Advertise
Survey Terms Exploined Stap & Have the proaf heand
PGS The Homestead Act of 1862 faummsrized) g MK it

Letters are shown and partially guoted.
Letter quokes are sl al an asghe, and marted in emersld green.
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GENESIS OF THE HOMESTEAD ACT

The Homesiend Act was & product of the populsr nineteenih century belief of “Masfest
Dhwstiny”, che idea thart landd was there for the taking. kdmowhmm-mdw
of landh in the Weat.
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Terricey residents. This {hat pach resident while or bull-brend cisizen could
recesve 520 acves of lusd. 1 masviedt, he spowse coukd recelve anolhes 320 ncres.

ACTS WHICH FOLLOWED

ey T Resmentnd. At wet usd s o O Scke e g S et o
process nwwmmncmmmnm: Calture Act of 1573, the Reclamation
Mt ol 1902, e Kinkaid of 1904 and the foreet Homestrad Act of 1904
LA GRANDE LAND OFFICE
Thén smserr Ovmgon dutrict laed offies opened in 1857, e povk.of Ragiter and Receiver
e sppuied by b Proident. The Regater & manager, proceming forms
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They processed @ large mumber of clab fypes, Enchiding homestead, sber, mincral,
reclamation and desert land entries, assismy, prospective homesteaders through the seven
i wnd which an m on th

I 1906 when owr mory stars, both. af these positioes were fillsd by A&, Roberts. Hawever,
he el under the d.n.a of fraud allegasons in carly Decrmber -f 1908, and revigred the
fillevwing March. F: e i




44 Biande Land Offce. Union County. Aug 5, 1905
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OQUARTER SECTION?
UNDERSTANDING SURVEY TERMS

When rwlerring to x particular piece of lnd, it was necesiry 1o define asactly
i which part of which section the lane wes located.

T ipret the survey jargon. you must work

e murthy e the right.
WM = the Wilametie Mersdian. sth coondmases
IH T435" W, was decided on in 1851 s
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TP 50 = Township § South
Wmlllu the 28* block east along e Baseline,
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id you know?
Hurns was the anly ather land affice
im esntern Oregon at that time.

The La Grande Land officr served
the fallowing conuties:

Uniom, Grant, Uswanilla,

Marrow, Baker, Wallowa
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The Homestead Act of 1862

Thwety-Sevesth
Comgress of the United States,
AT the Second Session

Be it enacted by Congress that heads of families and
nhults over 21 years ald, if they are citizens and have
mever fought against the LS., may clnim a quarter saction
of unclaimad public lands.

As of the first day of January 1853, claims may be filed,

which may be sebject to presmption at one dollar and

twenty-five cents per acra for up to 160 acres. or at twa

dollars and fifty cents per sere for eighty acres o less of
unclaimad lands.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted That the persom
applying for the bemefit of this act shall make an

that he or she is the head of a family,
or is 11 years or mare of age, or performad servica in tha
Army ar Navy of ﬁ-ll-um-:d::nnm“

and that sald antry is made for the purpose of actual
wettlemant and cultivation, and not either directly or
Indirectly for the use or banefit of any other perscn or
persans whomscever.

After filing the affidavit with the register, and paying tan



STEP z: FILE 'tru LAND cmm

=/ .:/' cath
b o ool Ll {‘é'-:uf A
Liress ki ) gelf A
& J ik G A
dfﬂﬁr/f’y’ff’ 28l oA

H, 830, £,/ 4

Honbing yacrfn T ~of

G /
b O A “'““"' .
'Jujﬁ'f_. iarg . 2l
' e This is different from the first
it (R
a

request, which was for land in
Section 31.

P




f:.-_
4'--..-&:-»:

Bt n oo o it ascinsd s mundbe, Fivak foossf o hr
&«-.Haz.‘;. ﬁru.!vfa, e &m.,&aafv.w.

'.'mseu € off Loigiss i e

MMM}MW Brasot v ety S hact sofonititemonts

g % 75 o 'Was Maggie's hearing for final
Fa X5 - Finadl S proof suceessful?
Y S T
'|, her patent was granted

2o Hrancte
Clia g

Gl Blins oz Frises o iy

g
Did you know?
Women could file a claim For band

e e A ,t.,,

«,a..-;«.-m'm‘,é._._? Fonas Lot o
cling SEisre Raf uethe fefhos Fféx.}-"—d

Lss dond estancl eteg.
Pragoce fonsed
e | oo
e -

by President T. Roosevelt on
Dec 6, 1906 for 160 acres.




tha satisfaccion of &
prior to the lsssing of the patent therefor.

m;mnmummuulm-mmm

changed his or her residence, ar
mu:mhmmﬁum:-qm
then the land shall revert to the governmant.
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ba parmitted to title to more than ome quarter
saction undgr the provisions of this act

SEC. 7. Everything in "An act in addition to an act more
effectually to provide for the of cartain
crimes against the United States, and for other purpbses”
applies here.

SEC. &L And be it further anacted, That nothing in this act
shall be 50 construed as to prevent any person who has

o for the
menummnlwmnm:ummnm‘m
five years, and emmumummmm
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proaf of settlement and cultivation as provided
laws preamption rights.
APPROVED, May 20, 1862



“Wias Wiliam's hearing for fina
proof successful?

Possibly. Certainly he was granted a

. Did you know?
The President signed all patents up until [0
1633, Then kot haed & syl sceerinry sigs J
theim, exsentially forging his signature!
After 1948, the President no longer had 1o
have his signature on patents.




STEP 5: ADVERTISE THE PROOF
. b i e -

- - William E. Weir, Long Creek, Grant County, luly 30, 1906
s ST 5 = RS

Did you know?
This was the format wsed for the prool
pablication notices at that time.
NOTICE FOR PUBLICATHON
Darners uf the lreerie
UL Larad (S m L G, O
<daa>

Homice s heschy given st
< elaimast >

o < owm >, Orcgen, whe, o0 < dee > miv |

[ -
e preiver of the LS. land office o L Orande,
Ovegon, on the. < day » day of < mesth=, < pear
»

Claissent memes ax witesses: - st of smames nf
fiver wimesaes and citien of reskimnee >,

Was Samuel Hobson's hearing for final proof succesful,
 after he had published his intent to prove?

Probably. He was granted a patent almost a year latr on July - .
29, 1907 for 160 acres, by President Theodore — Y



STEP 7: RECEIVE PATENT
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1| No. In fzt, the Comm of o

| the Gengal Land Office denied © S .
1 her prod as the forestry service After more hearings and decisions, Ida
| said thajher residence was appealed and the Secretary of the

| insufficigt. Ida was a nurse and [ Interior reversed the decision. Her
| thus hadto leave the patent for 160 acres was granted by
| homestad to eam money.

President W.H. Taft on July 17, 1911,
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