
THE HOMESTEAD ACT
SEEN THROUGH LETTEBS FROM EASTERN OBEGON

1905 -1908

PUBPOSE AND SCOPE

~:~:s ~~;-::::~:c~n~~b~: r,...................."""'''i''I ~ln~:~n~~,;~~eW~:.:I~
and process of the homestead and how il w:ulo
Homestead ACI of 1862 ~dort... ~_Il,thao:letteTs

through quoles from a will provide you with an
xkctionoCktienxnlloand ~tinlotheliYesofthoK

fromthcLandOfflCCinLa pioneenwhohomesleadcd
Gl1lndc in eulem On:gon in eastern Oregon at Ihe
ocl_n I90S.nd 1903. beginningoilhe20"'(XIltury.

OVERVIEW OF THE HOMESTEAD ACT
The Homestead ACt of l562 was created by Congress 10 provide .settlers with land in the Western
UniledState.l.

Congressenactcd thai any penon wbow:u head of • family,over 21,_ citizen.nd h.od"<:Yn"
borne artnll -sainst the USA coukl me a claim {or up 10. quarter -,6on (160 acres) of
WUlppropriated land. Thedaimanl had 10 reside on the Iandfoc"(M:yo:an,andJhowevidencc
of havil\lt made improooements, before being granted title 10 the land.

EIIIIIIIT LAYOUT

Stepllook'o,"freelan6"
Step~ FUetheland(~m

Step 3 liweonthe land IorSyears
Step4 Flielorproofingthe1and
StepSA4¥ertiselheproai
~l>Kl¥Ielheptooflleircl

Step7 ReuMpmD:

PI f"urIx-lIndScope,
Oveniew of the Homc~elldAd,
£xhibitLilyouf

1'2 Genesis oFthe lIomestead Act,
Act:JWhit:hFolJowcd,
uGnndt!UndOllice

1'S,4 Wh.ttuaQlurlcrsection?
.5ur>'eyTunu£zp/Mint!d

P6,911JeIfotrlcsiUdActol'l862~

Letten are 5hown and partlally quoted..
Lclter quotes are xt at an angle, and nt.IItled in cmeraldgn:en.

The C'OVl:rs in which the letters were senillre mailed in slate blue.
ThccoversareshownwilhlhcJctlcn,tohclploteJllhestory.

Exlra informalion is preiICnted lU short "Did you ltnow'f'panI@"IIph"



GENESIS OF THE HOMESTEAD ACT
Tho: IIoml:sIead kt WVa pn:ductollhl: papu.brninetcenlh oentwybetidot~MMifett

~,thoidcaIhaIIandWNthtftrortMtakin;g.settlcrsrouldronlml,ownanddispole
oIlandsint!leWe:st.T'hismcotlfll8t'dlltttlrnlentanddeYdaprnentil'tlhl:Wesl.

It wubu<don the DorIation ~Actof 1350,which applied 10 Oregon and Washington
Tcrritoryresi&nts. 'Th.UIacl provi<lM thai QCh ,,",identwhite or h.o.lf·brftdcifu,encould
mxive 320 acre.oftand. If married, the >pOuse could receive anotller 320 acre•.

ACTS WHICH FOLLOWED
Atkrthe HorncsicadActWlU~inlOla",,(llheracb-..:puxd 10 "fine.1une" the
proccst.lbceept'Ninins100IqcJt\Wtt'tlht"l'inlbe:rClllt>ueActolUI73,1he1tee1am.oiiorl
Act 01 1902, thie linbid"-nllmmtcl 1904 and the Forat KcxDeaeadActol 1906.

LA GRANDE LAND OmCE
ThiseaslemOrcgondi.uricllandofficeopenedinISG7.n..po$lSof~anda..:river

-..:.ppoinledbylhel'resident.1beKegi:lbeTaclC:dumanascr.~fOl'rN.nd

seodins paperwork to the Gene..] and OffICe. The Ito:a:iver perfonncd the monetary tub.

'Thty~.~ nvmbe1'oIdaim 'YJ:U. including hDmesaoad, limber, minenl,
ncilmaticnand<btrtbndtnlria,as:oUtirls~~~IhI:~

*psin~inJoClluirin:JIand,.ndwhich.n:5hownonthcfollowiJ18Jl88CS.

In 1906whcnourSlOry.tam,bolhof~JlOIilionJ""""filledbyA.A.R<lborU. l\oWeVrr,
"" feU ur.dcr IIIe cloud offIllud alkgaliolU in early Decembc:rol 1908, and resigncdlhc
foIIowingMJIn::h. r.c. Bramwell wa, l!egisterar>d ~iverdurins thi, time.



WHAT IS A
Grande Land Office, Union County, Aug 5, 1905
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OUARTER SECTION?
UNDERSTANDING SURVEY TERMS

When'*'""9toapritd¥pieceofland,itWiS~todefineeAdly

in .....~of..... oediontheIandWiSlocIted.

Toirlterprelthe~jIIgolL,JOII...m-"

bKlilIuds"-lheright.

.,,::the~Mericiin,-.itha>onlinltes

lZ2.70S·W,WiSdecided ... 1851,lts
~"'Ihe~(4S.5209·NJin

west~isc*dthelnitAlPoirt.anclilis

"-"-Ibil: all of Oregon aIld Washington--RZSE:!tIngeZ8&st
This~looertiaIClllulllll6.6-ai1e

blocb2:8blocbastoftheW"rIametIe
Meridiu.

TP5N:TOM'IShlp8South
Once you gel to the Z8"' block em;dong Ihe BaseliM
YOll~vetogo5b1ocksna<thtogetIoTP5N.

See the gllIr shaded area in first image al righl

Sedlon 15, ExhblockWiSdivic\ed into 36sedions, I
mile long and 1 mileMde. This made a total of 640
acm;perblodl. The$edJonswoef'enumberedsimilarlylo
t.o.thegroundwuWO!tedwhencultiYaled.
SeeSectlanlSshldedgrayairig/ll:.
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Did you know?
Burns W8.8 the ollly otber land omce
in e:::!lern Oregon at thaI time.

The La Grande Land office ser,"ed
the following counties:

U"iou, Gralll, Umatilla,
Morrow. Baker, Wallowa

P E. Renno, lnigon, Morrow County,
regarding the south and west boundaries of the La Grande land Office:
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The Homestead Act of 1862
TTtir1)'-Sft'nllll

Congress of the United States,
At 11•• SH--' ScsNolI

8H;uNANDIlf.U)AT1HEcrTYOFW~

... 'heOUitridoiCOI.....biI
onMondlortheoecondd.l.yol.~

"""'~eiphundrcdandsixly-'"

Be it enacted by Congress that beads of families and
adults over 21 years old, if they are citizens and have
never fought against the U.S" may claim a quarter section
of unclaimed public lands.

As of the first day of January 1863, claims may be fl1ed,
which may bl! subject to praemption at one dollar and
twenty-five cents per acre for up to 160 aaes. or at two
dollars and fifty cents per acre for eighty acres or less of
such unclaimed land$.

SEC. 2.. And be it further enacted, That the person
appJvl.nl for the benefit of this act shalLmake an
affidaviLindicating that he or she is the head of a family,
or is 21 years or mon of lie. or performed service in the
Army or Navy of the United States. and that he has never
borne arms against the Government afthe United States-

and that ~id entry is made for the purpose of actual
settlement lind cultivation, and not either directly or
indirectly for the use or benefit of any other person or
persons whomsoever.

Mer filing the affidavit with the register, and payinl ten
dollars. he or she shall be permitted to enter the quantity
of land specified. He or sbe must then live on the land for
fiveyears.





Yes, her patent was granted
by President T. Roosevelt on
Dec 6, 1906 for 160 acres.
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SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That the register of the
land office sball note all sw::h applications on the tract
books and plats of, his office. and keep a register of all
such entries. and make return thereof to the General
Land Office. together with the pt'Qof upon which they
have. been founded.

SEC. to And be it further enacted, That no land$ acquired
under the provisions of this act shall in any event become
liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts contracted
prior to the issuing of tbe patent therefor.

SEC. S...Jf it shall be proven that the person who filed an
affidavit actually c:hanged his or her residenc:e, or
abandoned the land for more than six months at any time,
then the land shall revert to the government.

SEC, 6. And be it further enacted, That no individual sball
be permitted to acquire title to more than one quarter
section undar thl! provisions of this ac:t....

SEC, 7. Everything in ~An act in addition to an act more
effec:tualJy to provide for the punishment of certain
c:rimu against the United Statu, and for other purpbses~
applieshtrl!..

SEC. a. And be it furthu enacted, That nothing in this act
shall be so constl'ued lIS to prevent any person who has
availed him or herself of the benefItS of the first section
of this act, from paying the minimum price, or the price to
whic:h the same may have graduated, for the quantity of
land so entered at any time before the expiration of the
five years, and obtaining a patent therefore from the
government, as in other C:lSes provided by law, on malcing
proof of settlement and cultivation as provided by
uistinglaW1l granting preemption rigbts.

A£...~

APPROVED, May 20,1862.
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The Prellident Aigned all patenlll up until
1833. Then he had a special secn:tary...i&;n
them,eMentiallyrorgingbis.igDature!
After 1948, the PrelIideDt DO longer had to
have his Aignature OD patenlll.
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- Was Samuel Hobson's hearing for final proof succ
after he had published his intent to prove?

Probably. He was granted a patent almost a year la
29, 1907 for 160 acres, by President Theodore R
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STEP 7: RECEIVE PATENT

l



-I Was Ida hearing for final proof
success 17

.i:--""O----'-'--"--"-;-----11 No. In f ,the Commissioner of "";:o:-:....;;--::====~=:"l' the Gen I land Office denied ~
~ her p as the forestry service After more hearings and decisions, Ida

" ~ '- said tha her residence was appealed and the SecretaJy of the
- insuffici Ida was a nurse and Interior reversed the decision. Her

thus ha to leave the patent for 160 acres was granted by
homest dtoeammoney. PresidentW.H. Taft on July 17, 1911.
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