Invalid . Uses in the United States

This exhibit illustrates the numerous types of stamps, labels and stickers invalid for postage that
have been used to mail letters in the United States. Some were rejected by the post office but many were not.

Fox News reported in 2010 that the U. S. Postal Service lost $134.4 million as a result of invalid
postage. People sometimes use for postage whatever is handy, including savings stamps, Christmas Seals,
labels distributed by non-profits, and odd stickers. People also mistakenly assume that the post office will
accept for postage any US government issued stamp regardless of purpose, such as postage due and special
delivery stamps. Children might use whatever suits their fancy. In addition, covers are found with fake stamps
that obviously were used for philatelic purposes, amusement, or to cheat the government..

- Framework. Issues around validity of postage uses have existed since the US first sold stamps. The
1847 Postal Act authorized use of stamps and made it illegal to counterfeit or forge stamps. In 1853 the PMG
issued an announcement that “the attempt to create other denominations, by cutting postage stamps into
fractional parts, is an illegal assumption...” The 1851 Postal Act prohibited reuse of adhesive stamps. And the
1853 Postal Act prohibited reuse of stamped envelopes. One year after issuance of the first Christmas Seals,
the Postmaster General declared it illegal to place Christmas Seals and other labels on the front of envelopes.

Significant covers are highlighted in a red
box The exhibit includes the following types of illegal
postage (Domestic Mail Manual Section):

® Page2: Postage due (604.1.3.a)

e Pages3-4: Cutor mutilated (604.1.3.d.)

e Page5: Foreign (604.13.6)

e Pages6-7: Revenue and savings (604.1.3.e)
e Page8: Precancelled (604.3.2.1.) and

nondenominated (PB 21146)
e Pages 9-16: Imitations/seals/stickers (604.4.)

Ryan lowa 1 April 1867
Stamp cut-out was reused on brown leather post card.



U. S. Adhesives ; . Due & Special Delivery Stamps

“The following are not valid to pay postage for U. S. domestic or U.S.-
originated international mail: a. Postage due, special delivery, special
handling and certified mail stamps...” Domestic Mail Manual 604.1.3.a.

Bangor CA >
Hamilton CA
29 January 1935

Bangor Maine
11 October 1924

MS note on back:

“necessary Postage

put on by John

Mclarey, Jr.—Air

Mail Clerk—South

Postal Annex— 5:) i
Boston 9 Mass.”

Boston Ma ->
Stockholm Sweden
10 October 1952
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U. S. Adhesives and Post Cards

“The following are not valid to pay postage for U.S. domestic or U.S.-
Originated international mail: d. U.S. stamps that are cut from stamped
Envelopes, aerogrammes, or stamped cards.” Domestic Mail Manual 604.1.3.d.

E. T. Muzzy
142 Prospect 3St.
Jamestom, Ne¥e

Return to CHESTERTON BANK,
CHESTERTON, Ind,,
Tf not delivered in ten days.

Chesterton|
16 arch 1893

SAMUEL SHERMAN
88-08 32nd Avenue
E.Elmhurst 69, L.IL.NYC, N.Y.

Flushing NY -
Muscatine |IA
7 March 1963



Adhesives

Bisects

Cincinnati >
Jamestown NY
24 August 1942

Knoxville TN
9 September 1982

Greenwood NY >
Trenton NJ
20 August 1907

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC CONVENTION
CINCINNATI,
AUGUST 22ND TO 27TH, 1942

Y OEsmtive 1820+ ~OCO TRl 706 |

POST



. : Canada, Canal Zone & Costa Rica

“The following are not valid to pay postage for U.S. domestic or U.S.--originated
international mail: b. Stamps of other countries.” Domestic Mail Manual 604.1.b.

125 W. LIBERTY ST.

WOOSTER, OHIO 44691

Canton OH - Wooster OH
29 May 1985

Boston MA - Sanfield OH
18 January 1920

Boston MA > New Milford NJ
2 July 1940

AUGUST G. E. OHTIRI™",



U. S. Adhesives

“The following are not valid to pay postage for U.S. domestic or U.S. originated
international mail: e. Nonpostage stamps, such as migratory-bird hunting and
conservation stamps, U.S. savings and thrift stamps.” Domestic Mail Manual 604.1.3.e.

MRS V WILEY
434 A 9TH ST
BROOKLYN. NY 11215

Irg. Harry H. Pierce
215 Moreton Bay Lane

Golets,

d’l/lu. (”/ . a’ylollmann
71827 Rlackstone Place
Cincinnati, Ohio 45237

Brooklyn NY -
Goleta CA
31 June 1968

CincinnatiOH -
Englewood FL

25 January 1969
M. & S. STAMP SERVICE
38 PARK ROW
NEW YORK. N. Y. 7
o~

?\. C'DQQAQ “
New York NY -

Lancaster P1 /\
1 March 1945 A M R = P\‘PQ



U. S. Adhesives

Revenue

Atlantic City NJ >
Rossford 1O
19 May 1953

New York NY -
Buenos Ayres
14 April 1902

Prosperity,
Doct For,
Mc’s Pets.
Josephine.
Supremo,
Acorn.

Philatelic cover sent by
prolific counterfeiter

S. Allan Taylor to C. W.
Viner, London editor

of philatelic journals.
Backstamp reads
“BOSTON/DEC 14/PAID”

Boston - London
14 December 1869

BRYSON STAMP CO.

Buenos Ayres,

Argentine, Republic,



U. S. Adhesives Non-denominated and

A non-denominated “stamp is intended for domestic use; it may not
be used for international mail.” Postal Bulleting 21148 (May 19, 1978)

Lil Compton
RI -
Cambridge
13 Sep 1985

“A person who wants to use USPS-precanceled stamps and stamped
envelopes must complete Form 3615 and file it at the Post Office where
mailings are to be deposited.” Domestic Mail Manual 604.3.2.1.

POST OFFICE
BOCA RATON. FLORIDA

o —

RETURNED FOR POST'AGE
firstclass

Editor, Distr. 5 Dateline

Boca Raton -
Nocross GA

Unknown :

Nocross Ga.3C071

6611 Bay Circle Eay



U. S. Adhesives

Fakes

“Matter bearing imitations of postage stamps, in adhesive or printed
form, or private seals or stickers resembling a postage in from and design
is not acceptable for mailing.” Domestic Mail Manual 604.1.4.
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Minneapolis MN >
Edina MN
24 April 1971
Boston MA -
Brockton MA
14 February 1981

Car/ /\/ana
[oum‘/y

Prisonerin
in Texas
sent letter
with fake
Columbian.

Beaumont TX -
East Dennis MA
2 June 2006
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Labels

Air Mail and Bear

Petersborough
Northants A. >
Springfield MA
7 March 1959

Letter to
“Smokey
Bear” with
Smokey
Bear Label.

Louisville KY >
Frankfort KY
13 July 1966

VIA AIR MAIL

13 JUL BETTER B
1966

Providence R!
- San
Francisco

15 Sept 1947

U. S._AND STATE FOREST SERVICES



Fakes Confederate & Movie
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Salem OR
31 March 1947

Boston MA -
Eastchester NY
5 April 1978

Baltimore MD
23 April 1939

1847 * CENTENARY * 19472 { Gi\
WILLAMETTE SALEM ! “
VALLEY OREGON *
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FIRST STAMPS
Corl Smith
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Stamps Blue Blue

Wallingford
cT >
Niagara Falls
4 Sept 1969
WELLS FARGO BANK
POST OFFICE BOX 4448t
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94144 San
Francisco
14 Dec
1971

2P ool

P. 0. BOX 2111

Los Angeles CA
> Ho[lywood Ca HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORN'A

28 May 1967

90028



U.S.P.S. Labels g - & Reminders

Southwest Suburban Water
P. O. Box 1261
Valinda, California 91749

Pasaida CA >
Valinda CA
15 Sept 1977

Snohomish WA
- Everett WA
16 Nov 1964

North Jersey NJ
- Clifton NJ
31 May 1995
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BRAD ARCH
144 HAMILTON AVENUE

CLIFTON, NEWJERSEY 07011 USA
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Post Office lllustrations -on Sheets

St. Joseph Adoration Convent
26 Franklin Street
Danielson CT 06239 USA

Different Designs $ ’Z 40

Hartford CT
- Unknown
20 Apr 2005

o

AGE ' North Jersey
-> Clifton NJ
3 0ct 1991

BRAD ARCH ,
144 HAMILTON AVENUE

‘ Santa Ana CA
CLIFTON, NEWJERSEY 07011 USA

- Unknown
22 Nov2004
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PROCESS
IMMEDIATELY




Not-For-Profit Seals Christmas . . Assoc & Childhood

First Christmas
Sealissuedin US,
which was sold
in Philadelphia
and Wilmington.

Enterprise PA >
Harrisonburg VA
23 December 1907
Joseph He Andrews,
Route 4 Box 82,
Harrisonburg,Va.

St. Louis MO =
Florissant MO
2 December 1920

Cleveland OH &
6 October 1920 7
el 3

R et

P i B

CARD CENTER
P.O. BOX 6040
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44185




Not-For-Profit Seals Easter Town & Nat Wildlife Fed

Sunrise FL >
New York NY
27 Nov 1987
]
. 3
MAR S
PM )
1ag4d
V‘/’:‘r (Z,\ ¥
St. Marys PA >
Johnstown PA
15 March 1984
Long Beach LA > P. O. BOX 879
Inglewood CA

20 Dec 1966 INGLEWOOD,
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