T —

if he is able and willing to compete with
the domestie collectors on the Italian mar-
ket and to pay the inflated prices asked for
any rarer item, will he ot end up in fro-
stration. Naples is a very interesting and
attraetive field for the colleetor, but under
the preseat conditions we ean enly advise to
give up any idea to go “hig" into it, ex-
cept when one makes money like hay and is
willing to spend it like a drunken sailor.
Otherwise it seems advisable to wait until
conditions will change. The philatelic sta-
dent ean also e admonished to stay away
from the field because it has been so
thoroughly investigated by able Italian stu-
dents—with the exeeption of the pre-stamp
period—that they would enly earn dis-
appointments for their ardor.
XXXV. NETHERLANDS

The Kingdom of the Netherlands—Ned-
erfand in the Duteh language of its inhab-
itants—, one of the smaller countries of
Western FEurope, oceupies the ecastal ter-
ritory aroumd the estuaries of the rivers
Rhine, Maas and Schelde. The North Sea
forms the western amd northern borders
of the country, with a mumber of large
islands in the delta of the Rhine and Mans
as well as a chain of smaller islands, the
Frisian Islands, in the north. To the south,
the Netherlands bordercd on Belgium, to
the east on the German Confederation,
namely the Kingdom of Hanover in the
northern part amd the Kingdom of Prussia
(Rhine Provinee and Provinee of West-
phalia} in the southern part. In 1866,
Hanover also beeame Prussian. The German
Confederntion was  transformed into  the
North German Coonfederstion in 1867 and
inte the German Empire in 1871 The area
of the Netherlands was a little more than
12,500 wquare miles. It was divided into
eleven provinees, numely—from north to
south—Friesland, Groningen, Drenthe, Ov-
erijssel, Noord-Holland, Ttrecht, Gelder-
land, Zuid-Holland, Zeeland, Noord-Brabant
and Limburg, The population was about
3,200,000 fn 1853 and 3,580,000 in 1860.—
The eapital, The Hague ('s Gravenhage)
hiad in 1853 & population of over 80,000
and in 1868 of about #0,000. The largest
eity, Amsterdam, had 248,000 inlabitants
in 1853 and 265,000 in 1869,

The History of the Netherlands is a long
one. In early times, the territory was in-
habited by German tribes, mainly the Bat-
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avians and the Frisians, The recorded his-
tory starts with the Roman invasion of the
territory, which began in 57 B.C. under
Julius Caesar. The territory eame uuder
Romam  governorship in 13 B.C, but was
not incorporated iuto the Roman Ewmpire,
which eonsidered the Batavisus as allies.
At the end of the third eentury, the Franks,
a German group of tribes, started to oceupy
the territory. In the sixth eentury, they
were in possession of the southern part,
while the Frisians and Saxons, other Ger-
manie tribes, held the northern part. The
eountry was united as part of the domain
«of the Carclingian Kings and eventually by
Charlemagne, who compelled the population
to embrace Christisnity. The treaty of Ver-
dun (843) assigned the eountry to the een-
tral part of the Ewmpire. It came under
Gernmn overlondship and eventually formed
the duchy of Lower Lorraine, which was
soom broken wp inte small feudal states.
This split-up became necessary beesuse in
the 9th and 10th century the territory was
invaded by the Northmen, who had come
from Secandivavia and beeame masters of
the northern part. Only during the 11th
century was this invasion terminated and
the system of fewdal states firmly estab-
lisherl. During that period, the first large
cities were founded and became powerful,
In the 14th and 15th eentury, the territory
came gradeally under the dominion of the
house of Burgundy, which Jed to the unifi-
eation of the eountry. By way of marriages
and inheritances, the Burgundian territory
beeame part of the Habsburg empire, which
at that time alio included Spain, and the
Netherlands were united in 1543 in this
great cmpire, ruled by Charles V. But al-
though it was originally pepular, soon feel-
ing against the Spanish rule became wide-
spread, and under the leadership of Willem
of Oranje, a fierce opposition was organ-
ized. This was mot by a rule of military
despotism by the Spanish, which was fought
by Willem of Oranje with an army recruited
in Germany, After several yours of fight-
ing, the provinees forming the later Noth-
erlands guined their independence in 1579
and  constituted themselves as u republie,
The Union of Utreeht, by which the prov-
inces were confederated, remained in foree
for more than two bundred years. A Couneil
of State was the ruling body, but the fed-
eration was first & rather loose one. In 1581,
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all allegianee to Spain was repudiated, and
in the following years the country looked
for help from Fraoce and Eungland. An
allianee was eoneluded with these two eoun-
tries in 1596, A year earlier, the first
Duteh voyvage to the East Indies had start-
e, whieh Jad to the foundation of the
Dutelh East India Company, oune of the
sourees of the later wealth of the eountry.
The eountry had to defend its independence
during the fellowing deeades. From 1618 on,
the Netherlands were involved in the Thirty
Years’ War. But commeree flourished, col-
onies in other eontinents were acquired, and
the Netherlumds beeame one of the leading
vaval powers of the time. Dusing that
period, marriages between the house of Or-
anje and English prineesses brought the
country under the influenece of dynastic
interests. There was continved rivalry with
the British which led to various naval ecou-
flicts. In twe wars with Esgland (1652
and 1663), the Duteh lost many of their
eolosial posscesions, among them the colony
of New Netherlands with its capital New
Amsterdam, which was re-named New York
by the British. In 1672, the House of Oranje
came again to full power when Willem 111
beeame the governor (eaptain-general) of
the Union. The governorship was declared
hereditary and basis for the monarehy es-
tublished, but Willem 111 died echildless
and the republie was re-established in 1689,
In various wars, the fortunes of the repub-
lie declined, which led to the loss of most
colonies. In 1766, Willem V of Oranje
beesime  governor, but he could not stop
the decline of the republic. During the
Napoeleonic Wars, the country was overrun
by o Freneh army in 1784, and Willem V
fled to England. The Batavian Republic
was establishod in 1765 after the French
model and under Freoel protectorate. In
1806, Napoleon installod his brother Louis
as King of Holland, but in 1810 he foreed
him to abdieate, and the Netherlands be-
cume . provinee of the French Empire.
Fiest, the tervitory, including the southern
part, wus divided in three départements,
naniely 92 { Bseant), 93 (Deux Néthes) and
95 (Meuse Inférieure). From Jamuary 1,
1811 on, there were nine départements, 118
(Zuyderzée), 119 (Bouches de la Meuse),
120 (Bouches de I'Yssel), 121 (Yssel Supér-
ieurs), 122 (Frise), 128 (Ems Oceidental),
125 (Bouehes de 'Escaut) and 126 (Bouches
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du Rhin). The département 124 (Ems Ori-
ental) at that time also belonged to the
Netherlands; it eame to Huanover in 1815,
After the downfall of Napoleon, the Con-
gress of Vienna deeided to establish a
united state of the Netberlands, which in-
cluded also the southern parts (Belgium
amd Luxembourg) which had been separated
in 1579. The son of Willem V of Oranje
heeame King of the Netherlands as Willem
1. But the inclusion of the southern provin-
ces did not prove to the advantage of the
country. In 1830, they revolted, and the
separate Kingdom of Belgium was ereated.
Luxembourg was also made independont,
but united by personal union with the Noth-

As for the Postal History of the Nether-
lands, alrmdylhelmnlhdmhul

a ecourier serviee, but it was only for gov-

ble, after the Tassis family had organized
the first transcontinental mail route, from
Brussels to Vienns. It also carried only
of fieial mail at first, but carly in the 16th
century, after Franciseo de Tassis had be-
come Imperial General Postmaster, the ser
vice was not only extended to private mmil,
but the family of Tassis also organized
feeder lines which carried mauil to the muin
postal routes. In this way, aroumd 1560,
Tassis mail routes were established on the
territory of the Netherlands, partly com-
peting with the local mail services of the
cities and merchants, Only in the 18th ecen-
tury did the goverument tako the mail ser-
viee in its own hands, by ereating n Gen-
eral Post Office in 1749, But the Tassis
post offices were continued until the Nap-
oleonie period. The French, after they had
oceupied the Netherlands, rveorgunized the
postal serviee and ereated a mew postal or-
ganization after the model of the postal
serviee in Franee, After the downfall of
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Napoleon, the mail serviee was again taken
over by the royal government and reorgan-
jged independently; the Tassis post offices
were not permitted to reopen. Two kinds of
postal establishments were ereated, Post
Offices (Postkantooren) and Letter Col-
leeting Agencies (Hulpkantooren), the latter
providing only limited serviee. A complete
new postal law beeame effeetive on Sep-
tember 1, 1850, being instrumental also in
the issuance of the first postal stamps. A
net of postal routes coversd the eountry,
and from 1839 on, when the first railroad
was introduced, mail was also carried by
the railroad trains. Travelling post offices
were established ounly later, on the “Ex-
peditie Moerdyk™, earrying the ship mail
from Antwerp to Rotterdam in 1855, on
the “Nederlandsche Rhynspoorweg™ from
Amsterdam to the Prussian border (with
several braneh lines) in 1856, and on the
“Hollandsche Spoorweg”, from Rotterdam
to Haarlem and Amsterdam in 1859. Until
1833, a ship line from Rotterdam to London
earried the mail to England and mest over-
seas ecountries, but from then on such mail
was sent via Belgium (Antwerp). Telegraph
serviee was introdueed in 1852,

In 1854, there were 120 Past Offices and
407 Letter Collecting Agencies in operation ;
the length of the mail routes was 14,500 km.
in 1852, Iu that vear, almost 10 million do-
mestic letters were mailed, which number had
inereased to more than 1714 million in 1864,
During the same period, the number of
letters to foreign countries expanded from
more than 214 million to over 414 million.

There were no Netherlands post offices
on foreign soil during the classic stamp
period. Of course, the Netherlands main-
tained post offices in their overseas colon-
ies, but they are outside the scope of this
monograph, There were three Prussian post-
al agencies on Netherlands territory, all in
horder towns, numely Enschede in Overijssel
provinee, ns well ns Roermond and Fenlo,
both in Limburg provinee, Only on the
postal ngeney at Venlo are more detailed
data nvailable, It alveady operated during
the prestamp period and was elosed on
Mareh 31, 1851, 1t was reopened on Angust
1, 1854, beeame a postal ageney of the North
German Confederation on January 1, 1868
and of the German Empire in 1871, It
remained in operation until April 30, 1879,
It was a so-called border exechange ageney
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which handled letter mall in fransit hut
did not aeeept suel mail. But beeause the
Netherlands at that time had no govern-
ment monopoly for pareel post, the Veulo
postal ageucy aceepted pareel post and mon-
ey letters to Prussin, Of the postal ageney
at Eunschede, it is known ounly that it was
closed on December 17, 1850; no opening
or closing dates seem to be available for
the Roermond postal ageney, but it must be
assumed that it funetioned during the elas-
sie stamp period.

For the purposes of this monograph, the
clasvic stamp period ended in the Nether-
Iands in 1869, It was necessary to fix this
early date beeause the later issmes were
partly used to a period which eanuot be
considered “classie” any more. Therefore,
this monograph deals only with the early
engraved postage stamps of the Nether-
lands

The Currency of the Netherlands was the
Guilder (g), divided into 100 Cents (e)—
The metrie system was used for disfances
and weights, but the speeial old Duteh
nanws for the units were kept. The kilo-
meter was ealled “mijl”, the kilogram (1000
grams) was equivalent to the “pond”, which
was divided into 10 “oneen™, each equiva-
lent to 100 grams. The “once” again was
divided into 10 “looden”, each equivalent
to a dekagram (10 grams). The “lood” con-
sisted of 10 “wigtjes”, of which each was
equivalent to one gram.

The Netherlands issued their first Post-
age Stamps on Janwary 1, 1552, No other
postal adhesives and no postal stationery
were issued during the classic stamp period.

At the Prussian Postal Agencies in the
Netherlands, postage stamps, possibly also
postal envelopes, were used, but we have
no information when they were introduced.
From the available material, there is evi-
dence thut postage stumps of Prossin were
used at Roermond and  Vewlo; from  the
Intter postal ageney, the use of the stamps
of the North German Confederation, 1868
to 1870 jssues, and of the German Empire,
1872 to 1874 issues, is also recorded. As
the rates were partly high and  often
amounted to odd figures, low and high val-
nes were nocessary, so that g as well as
30g stamps are known used at the Venlo
postal ageney. When used for postage on
money letters, the stamps were affixed to
them. They were not pasted on pareels, but
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on the letters which had to accompany each
pareel awd were handed with the pareel to
the addressee, Simultaneously with the in-
troduction of the 1875 issue of the German
Empire, this proeedure was changed; mow
pureel cards were used on which the postage
stamps were affixed. These pareel eards
were not delivered to the addressee but
remained in the hands of the postal serviee.
They were usually destroyed after several
vears. This seems to be the reasom that the
1875 issuc of the German Empire is not
known caneelled at Venlo, although in all
probability it was in use there until the
postal ageney was elosed on April 30, 1579,

When postage stamps were introdueed,
the Postal Rales were based on a postal
Iaw which had beeome effective on Septem-
ber 1, 1850, The domestie rates were based
on distance and weight, Letters of 15 grams
weight paid 5¢ up to 30km., 10¢ from 30
to 100km. and 15¢ over 100km. Letters of
double weight (30 grams) paid double,
from 30 grams to 50 grams triple, from
50 grams to 100 grams four times the basie
postage: heavier letters paid the basic rate
for each additional 50 grams. On September
1, 18535, the third rate zone was abolished,
anid the basie rate for all letters travelling
a distanee of 30km. or more was now I0e.
Printed Matter paid 2¢ for each 10 grams.
Registration fee was 10e, and the fee for
return reepipts also 10e.—The rates to for-
cign countries varied very much, they were
partly high, especially to overseas eountries,
but they were constantly reduced during
the classic stamp period. To the neighbor
countries, reduced lotter feos were in use
for border mail, to Belgium starting with
10¢, to Hanover and Prussia even with Se.
Regular mail to Belgium and Luxembourg
paid 20¢ for 15 grams, to Germany between
10e and 30¢, depending on fhe distanee.
To Franee and Eugland, the basie postage
was originally 60e and To0e, but from 1854
o only 80¢ and 40¢, The high rates for
overseas countries  often  reached  several
guilders,

The Prussian postal ageneies on Nethoer-
lands territory seeepted pareels and money
letters to Prussin only and echarged the
domestic Prussian rates for them.

Prepayment of the postal fees was not
obligatory for letter mail, exeept for the
registration fee, Printed matter was aeceop-
ted only paid. As there was ne surtax for
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unpaid letters, a very large pereentage of
letters was sent unpaid; in 1852, ouly
1514% of the domestic letters and 20%
of the letters to foreign countries were
seut paid. In 1864, these percentages had
inereased to 259% and 659 respeetively,
=0 that three quarters of the domestic let-
ters were still sent unpaid and postage
paid by the addressec.

The wse of stamps was obligatory on all
paid letter mail. On sach letters, which were
posted at the post office against payment
in eash, the postal clerk had to affix the
stamps for the amount of eash hie had re-
ecived. Until December 31, 1867, the regis-
tration fee was to be paid in cash and not
with stamps, but exceptions are known,
although they were against the regulations.
Payment of the postal fees for printed
matter and newspapers was to be made in
eash, and no stamps were used on them in
the domestic serviee; there were no low
denominations of postage stamps uuntil Jan-
uary 1, 1869, when the denominations neees-
sary for this kind of mail were introduced.

The denominations issued by the Nether-
Tlands eorresponded with the rates for single-
weight domestie letters. Therefore, only
three denominations were issucd on January
1, 1852, namely de, I0e and I5c. Although
on September 1, 1855 the 15e¢ letter rate
was abolished, the stamp was nevertheless
continued for use on heavier letters and
for mail to foreign ecountries. For more
than fifteen vears, the three denomiuations
were eonsidered sufficient; only on Oetober
1, 1867 were three additional ones intro-
duced, namely 20¢, 25¢ and Ste, us a con-
venienee for the franking of heavier letters
and foreign mail,

The elassic stamps of the Netherlunds
were not withdrawn when @ new issue was
introduced, but used up. The denominations
of the new issue were put on sale only after
the stocks of the corresponding denoming-
tion of the previous issue were exhausted.
According to contemporary veports, the 1864
issue was put on sale on May 12, 1864
(10¢), enrly in July 1864 (Be) amd on
January 1, 1865 (15¢). Of the 1867 issue,
the 5S¢ was reportedly issued in December
1867, the 10e in Jauuary 1868 and the 1de
in July 1868, At first, the old stumps were
not demonetized either, and nll elassie Neth-
erlands stamps lost their validity for post-
age only on October 31, 1879.
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The designs of the three classie stamp
issues of the Netherlauds all feature the
head of King Willem III, on the 1852 and
1864 issues facing to the right, on the
1867 issue to the left. The 1852 issuc shows
the head in a kind of antique picture
frame, the 1864 issue in an oval laurel
wreath., Both issues have simple frames,
which contain only the inseription POST-
ZEGEL, meaning “postal label”, and the
value indieation, “5C", 10 C" or “15C".
The 1867 issue broke with this fradition;
its design is less original, leaning heavily
on those of various stamps of other coun-
tries. The head is in a eirele of oval pearls,
placed in a rectangular frame, formed on
the sides by meander ornaments and by
erossed eireles in the corners, For the first
time, the ecountry’s mame, NEDERLAND,
appears on the stamps, being in addition
to the value indieation the only inseription,
Both inseriptions are in double-lined sung-
serif type. The value indications read “5
CENT.”, “10 CENT., "15 CENT.”, 20
CENT.”, “25 CENT.” and “50 CENT.”.
The designs of the 1852 and 1864 issues
were the work of J. W, Kaiser of Amster-
dam; of the 1867 issue, the center was
designed by H. Nusser, the frame by J.
Viirtheim.

The dies of all three issues were ongraved
without figure of value. Of the 1852 and
1864 issues the dies were of steel, of the
L8GT dssue of copper, The engraver of the
two former was J. W, Kaiser, of the last
., Nusser,

To obtain the printing material for recess-
printing, in which all elassic Netherlands
stamps  were execnted, first electrotyping
produeed working dies in which the figures
of value were engraved, creating the dies
for each denomination. Then the plates were
made with the help of these dies. Two dif-
feront methods were used. The first one,
for the 1852 and 1864 issues, which pro-
tuced  steel plates, was the transfor rvoll
process, as used for the early engraved
issues of Great Britain and Belgium, whieh
was deseribed in Volume LI, page 201, and
in Volume 1V, page 34, The other method,
used for the manufacture of the plates of
the 1867 issue, which were made of copper,
used electrotyping, by taking a sufficient
number of electrotypes from the die and
soldering them to a plate of the desired
size. This plate was then used as a mother
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Fig. 142

plate, from whiech, again by eleetrotyping,
the printing plates were obtained. For the
1852 issue, the plates consisted of 100 de-
signs, in four panes of 25 (5x5), without
any margin print. The spacing between
the stamps was 2 to 23imm., the gutters,
horizontal as well as vertical, were 10mm.
wide (Fig. 142). There were six printing
plates of the 5Se, ten of the 10¢ and only
one of the 15¢. After each plate was man-
ufaetured, the transfer roll was slightly
retouched, especially some lines deepened,
80 that the various plates ean he partly
distinguished by charactoristies of the de-
gign. A transfer voll of the 10¢ suffered
diwmage early in 1861, which is character-
izod by a horizontal flaw on the
king's forchend. This flaw, the so-ealled
“horn" type, shows on all stamps of Plate
VII, which ecame into use in June 1861.
The flaw was then removed on the transfer
roll, but the retouch is visible and shows
o all stamps of Plate VI, which was
first used in July 1861, A new teansfor roll
was then wmade, so that Plate IX and X
do not ghow any teaces of the “horn”, Ag
the  teansfer process sometimes  produeed
incomplete or only faintly defined parts of
the designs, numerons rotouches were made

sl

o the printing plates before they were put
to print. Buf most of these retouches ure
80 ecarefully executed that they are un-
noticeable or almost nnnoticeable, and none
of them is eonspicuons, For the 1864 and
1867 issues, the plates consisted of 200
designs, in 10 rows of 20, Of the 1864 issue,
there were two plates each of the Ge and
10e, but the second plate of the 10¢ was
never put fo use; of the 15e, only one plate
wis  made, Small ineonspicuous retouches
as on the plates of the 1852 issue can be
found also on the plates of the 1864 issue,
The plates again had no margin print. On
the 1867 isspe, plate numbers were applied
for the first time. They are Roman figures,
which were used to number the plates of
wll denominations in order of their manu-
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Fig. 143

Fig. 144

facture. They were engraved on the bottom
margin of the plate, below an arrow mark-
ing the center of the sheet (Fig., 143). A
corresponding arrow was engraved on the
upper margin (Fig. 144). There wore two
dies of all denominations, The {irst dies
were  found  unsatisfactory  and  reploeed
by mew dies, by engraving the figures of
value in new working dics. These new dies
(Type Il) therefore differ from the old
dies (Type I) in the shape of the figures
of value. Plates [ to XXIV were in Type
I, plates XXV to LXXII in Type 11; there
were no plates consisting of  both  types,
therefore they caunot come se-tenant, The
plates of the 1852 and 1864 issucs were
made by the Royal Mint (Rijks Munt) of
Utreeht, those of the 1867 issue by J. M.
van Kempen en Zonen of Voorschoten.
The printing was done rather earefully,
and no major printing varieties are reeord-
ed. All three elussic issues were recess-print-
od on hand presses, on wetted paper. The
wiping of the plates was thorough only for
the earliest printings of the 1852 issue,
which are on white or almost white paper.
For later printings as well as those of the
other two issues, the wiping was less eare-
fully done, which resulted in n more or less
distinet tinfing of the paper in the eolor
of the design. Frequeontly there are also
more of less conspicuous smudges of eolor
in the spuees hetween the stamps. So-ealled
“double prints” which are known of all
three issues, actually are only more or less
pronounced “shifts”, eaused by slight shift-
ing of the paper during the printing process,
Until September 30, 1866, all stamps were
printed by the Royal Mint (Rijks Munt) of
["trecht. From October 1, 1866 on, the print-
ing was entrusted to Joh. Ensehedé en Zonen
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of Haarlem. The 1864 issue therefore was
first printed at Utrecht and then at Haar-
lem. The Haarlem printings were first is-
suedd in Mareh 1867 (5¢), April 1867 (10¢)
and November 1867 (15¢) ; they ean be dis-
tinguished by the shades and other details.

(To be continued)

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

® The next issme of the MERCURY
STAMP JOURNAL is scheduled for Sep-
tember 1062,

® The Schedule for thiz Year's European
Trip of our Editor is the following: De-
parture from New York (one the “Franee")
on May 25; London, May 30 to June 7
(Hotel Westhury, Bond 8t at Conduit St.,
W.1); Geneva, June 7 to 10 (Iotel du
Rhdne) s Basel, June 10 to 14 (Drachen
Hotuely 3 Wien, June 14 to 28 (Hotel Royal,
1., Singersteasse 3); Minehen, June 29 to
80 (Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten, Maximilianstr,
4): Wiesbaden, June 30 to July 2 (Hotel
Sehwarzer Boek); Hannover, July 2 to 4
(Hotel Luisenhof, Luisenstr.2/3); Ham-
burg, July 4 to 8 (Hotel Vier Jahreszeiten,
Nener Jungfernstieg 9-14) ; Stoekholm, July
8 to 12 (Grand Hotel); Copenhagen, July
2 to 16 (Hotel Europa, V, H. C. Andersens
Bivd, 50); London, July 16 te 20 (Hotel
Westbury, Bond St. at Conduit St., W.1):
Paris, July 20 to 27 (Hotel Seribe, 1 Rue
Seribe) and Den Haoag, July 27 to 31(Gramd
Hotel Central, Lange Poten 6). Return to
New York on August 8 (on the “Nienw
Amsterdam”™), Mail should be sent to the
above addresses well in advance, marked
“Iold for arrival.”

® Herbert J. Bloch, member of the Friedl
Expert Committee and partner of the Mer-
eury Stamp Company, will fravel to Ewrope
aubout the middle of July, He intends to
visit two International Philatelie Exhibi-
tions, the PRAGA 1962 at Prague, which
is held from August 18 to September 2,
and the LUPOSTA 1962 at West Berlin,
schoduled for September 12 to 16, He will
also visit Franee, Germany, Austria, Italy
amnd Switzerland, possibly also some other
countries. Return to New York is expeeted
during the seeond balf of September. As
Mr. Bloeh's definite sehedule will be ready
only about June 1, collectors and dealers
who want fo meet him should write after
that date to the office of the Mereury
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