cut” or “rough” kind; the Stanley Gibbous
Catalog tries to solve this problem by list-
ing a third kind, “intermediate” perfora-
tion, which is of some help as a catehall
for the doubtful in-between stages, but the
Seott Catalog ignores the facts and lists
only “eclean eut” and “rough”, presenting
the collector with often insoluble problems.
Other troublemakers among the British Em-
pire stamps are the “blued” papers of a
number of post-classic and later years'
stamps. As the bluing eomes in various
degrees, the collector is at a loss to de-
termine when the eoloring of the paper is
strong enough to justify the higher price
of the variety, for example on the Jubilee
issue 1897 of Barbados, where the price
differences are rather econsiderable. There
are still other troublemakers of wvarious
kinds which the eollectors are often un-
able to classify ecorreetly, as for example
some thick and thin papers, peculiar shades
which are insuffieiently deseribed by the
color designation, the most famous ex-
ample being the “pink”, “pigeon blood
pink” and “rose pink” shades of the 3e
1861 of the United States. It should be one
of the foremost tasks of the eatalog edit-
ors to reduce the number of these trouble-
makers as much as possible—distinetions
such as “clean eut” and “rough” perfora-
tion or “blued” paper being in onr opinion
outside the scope of a general catalog—to
alleviate the diffieulties most collectors
have in properly classifying their stamps.
- * #

The Holes in the “fron Curtain®™ which
have vigible in the political de-
velopments of the last years have recently
also become apparent to the philatelic
world. Not only have travellers who visit-
ed the Soviet Union and its satellites re-
ported a revival of collectors’ aetivities
on the other side of the Iron Curtain, but
a desire of the collectors there for rela-
tions with the countries outside the eom-
munist domain seems to be obvious. The

heeome

philatelists in the satellite countries which
had a well developed philatelie life hefore
they were thrown into the communist or-
bit never completely severed their rela-
tions with the West, but there were prae-
tically no econtacts between the eolleetors
in the Soviet Union proper and the non-
communist world. This seems fo have
changed in reeent months. More and more
collectors i the Soviet Union seem to be
sick and tired of being able only to eol-
leet the new stamps of the various “peo-
ples  demoeracies”, which generally have
similar motives and designs, propagating
communist ideas and slogans. A number of
contaets have been made in Europe and
over here, exchange transactions were start-
ed and completed. Shipments of stamps
from the Soviet Union in registered let-
ters have reached the addressees without
interferenee, and the return shipments were
acknowledged by the Soviet partners of
suel exchanges. It seems that the Soviet
authorities, although not promoting such
exchanges, are tolerating them, possibly
because thesy consider it a small eontribu-
tion to the poliey of peaceful coexistence,
Soviet eollectors now
seem to be eager to acquire the stamps
of the ecapitalistic ecountries for their ecol-
leetions, and although presently they ecan
do this only by way of exchange, they are
often reaching for the rather expensive
favorites of the 20th century issues. It
has been the experience that new policies
of the Soviets are soon copied by the sa-
tellites, and we ean therefore expect that
conditions for exchange will be relaxed
there too. It is still a long time before
the people on the other side of the Iron
Curtain will be able to buy stamps in the
non-communist countries, but should this
beeome reality, it would further aggravate
the shortage of good material and lead to
more price inereases. Then the “ecrazy” pri-
ces of today would look moderate in the
light of a continued boom.

In any ecase, the

EUROPEAN CLASSICS

XXX!. MODENA

The Duchy of Modena, one of the smaller
0Old Ttalian States, was situated in the
northern part of the Italian peninsula, be-
tween the Po river and the Tyrrhenian Sea.
To the north it bordered on Lombardy-
Venetia, belonging to Austria, the former
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from 1859 on to Sardinia. To the west was
Parma and the Sardinian provinee of Li-
guria, to the south Tusecany, and to the
east Romagna, which until 1859 was part of
the Roman States. The territory was di-
vided into seven districts, Modena, Reggio,
Frignano, Garfagnano, Massa-
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Carrara and Lunigiana, 1t covered 2330
square miles, with a population of 605,000
in 1857. The ecapital, Modena, had about
55,000 inhabitants in 1860,

The known History of Modena started
in rather early times, when the territory
was inhabited by the Boii; it came under
Roman rule between 215 and 212 B.C. Lo-
cated between Bononia and Regium, it ex-
tended from the Po River to the Apennines
mountaing; it was named Mutina by the
Romans, from which its present name is
derived. When the Roman Empire deelined,
invasions from the north, by Attila and the
Lombards, beeame frequent, Only in the 9th
century was the territory reestablished as
an entity, Late in the 13th eentury, it
came into the possession of Marquis Obizzo
d'Este, and the House of Este ruled the
territory, with short interruptions, for al-
most six centuries, until it was reunited
with the Kingdom of Italy in 1860. In
1452, the German Emperor Friedrieh IIL
made the territory a political entity as the
Duchy of Modena and Reggio, and recog-
nized the Duke Borso d’Este as its ruler. A
close liaison with Austria developed later,
when the ruling families of both ecountries
heeame related by marriage, and henee-
forth the House of Iste was considered a
branch of the House of Habsburg., The
country was gravely affected during the
Napoleonie period. In 1796, it was overrun
by a French army and became part of the
Cispadine Republie, from 1797 on of the
Cisalpine Republie, After the country had
been liberated by Austrian and Russian
troops for more than a year in 1799-1800,
the Republic was restored, and in 1802 it
bhecame part of the Italian Republie, whieh
in 1805 beeame the Kingdom of Italy. In
1807, the eountry was divided into two de-
partments, Panaro with the eapital Mo-
dena to the east and Crostolo with the
eapital Reggio to the west, The Congress of
Vienna in 1815 reestablished the Duchy
under Duke Franeesco IV of the House of
Este, who ruled it despotically. In 1844 by
a treaty, Modena obtained the Duechy of
Guastalla in the north and also the Viear-
iate of Fivizzano and part of the Tuscan
Lunigiana, but took possession of the new
territories only slowly, ecompleting it in
1848. The latter territory became the
“Transapennine Distriet”. It was the only
part of Modena of which from 1805, during
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the Napoleonic period, a seetion belonged
to the French department 110 (Apennines),
Francesco IV was succceded in 1846 by
Francesco V, who had to flee the eountry
in 1848 when the revolution broke out in
northern Italy. But he reentered the eapital
on August 10, 1848 under the protection of
Austrian troops. In the war between Austria
on the one side and Franee with Sardinia
on the other side, which ended with the de-
feat of Austria, he took the side of the
latter and as a consequence was foreed to
leave the country on June 11, 1859. Two
days later, a regency was established
which declared Modena a part of the King-
dom of Sardinia. The Este dynasty was de-
posed on August 18, 1850, and a provi-
sional government under Dr. Luigi Carlo
Farini formed. On December 5, 1859, the
larger part of Modena, namely the provin-
ces of Modena, Reggio, Guastalla and
Frignano, was consolidated with Parma and
Romagna to form the province of Emilia,
of which Farini became the first governor
on January 1, 1860. The balance of the
provinces—Garfagnana, Lunigiana  and
Massa-Carrara—were attached to the pro-
vinee of Tuseany. A plebiseite on Mareh 11
and 12, 1860 confirmed the annexation by
Sardinia, and Modena beeame part of the
newly ereated Kingdom of Ttaly,

Not much is known about the early Post-
al History of the eountry. At first the
mail serviee seems to have been in the
hands of private courier companies before
the government took it in its own hands.
The ecarliest regular mail routes seem to
have heen those of the “Reichspost”, which
was in the hands of the Tassis family;
they were operated in transit through Mo-
dena and served the mail to the neighboring
countries but did not interfere with the
domestic mail service. Only early in the 18th
century does a regular domestic mail ser-
viee seem to have been established by the
government, which until then had been in-
terested only in offieial mail, sent by the
ruling family or exchanged between govern-
ment offices. The earliest mail routes were
established converging at the eapital and
first covered only the northern part of the
country. In 1750, there were less than a
dozen post offices in operation. The de-
velopment was a slow one, and when the
country eame under French domination in
1796, only 16 post offices existed. When
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the eountry was divided into two depart-
ments in 1807, nine of these post offices
were in the department of Chrostolo and
seven in that of Panaro. After the reestab-
lishment of the rule of the Este family in
1815, a reorganization of the postal serviee
took plaece, which was now condueted by a
postal directorate at Modena, subordinated
to the Ministry of Finanee, The number
of post offices did not inerease, and in
1844, there were only 14 post offices in
operation. Through the acquisition of ad-
ditional territory in 1844-48, the number
inereased to 21, and when postage stamps
were introdueed, there were these 21 post
offices and five new post offices which
were opened simultaneously with the is-
suance of postage stamps. Seven more post
offices were added during the stamp period
—two in 1854, two in 1855, two in 1858
and one in 1859, the last during the period
of the provisional government—, so that on
February 1, 1860, when the country ceased
to be a separate postal entity, there were 33
post offices.

In the 19th eentury, Modena depended
heavily on the Austrian postal system,
which it eopied in many respeets. On July
3, 1849, it concluded a postal convention
with Austria and ifs neighbor Parma,
which instituted uniform postal rates for
which those of the German-Austrian Postal
Union served as model. This convention was
extended two years later, when on Novem-
ber 5, 1850 the Austro-Italian Postal TUn-
ion was founded, of which Austria (in-
cluding Lombardy-Venetia), Modena, Par-
ma and Tuseany were founding members.
The Roman States joined on October 1,
1852, A postal convention with Sardinia
became effective on March 1, 1855. After
the annexation by Sardinia in 1859, the
postal serviee was gradually taken over,
but the complete integration was aecomp-
lished only early in 1860, after the country
had been incorporated in the Italian pro-
vinee of Emilia,

The Currency of Modena was the Italian
Lira (1), which was divided into 100 Cent-
esimi (e).—For Digtances, the Italian Geo-
graphieal Mile, equivalent to a quarter of a
German Postal Mile, therefore cach mile
equivalent to about 1850m., was used.—As
Weight units, those of the metrie system
were in use, but for the Austro-Tftalian
Postal Union figuring in pounds, 1 pound
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(libra) divided into 32 loth (lotti) was
adopted, 1 loth being equivalent to 14 ounce
or 1714 grams.

Modena issued Postage Stamps on June
1, 1852 and Newspaper Tax Stamps on
April 1, 1853. No other kinds of adhesives
and mno postal stationery were issued.

The Postal Rates in effeet at the in-
troduetion of postage stamps were based
on the postal treaty with Austria and Par-
ma and on the regulations of the Austro-
Italian Postal Union, the latter being part-
Iy copied from those of the German-Aus-
trian Postal Union. The Austrian rates for
Lombardy-Venetia were converted from
Austrian Lire into Italian Lire at the rate
of 85 Italian Centesimi for ome Austrian
Lira. Letters paid for one loth up to 40mi.
15¢, 40 to 80mi. 25e¢, and above 80mi, 40c.
Printed matter paid 5e per loth without re-
gard to the distance and samples the same
fee as letters but for each 2 loth instead of
for 1 loth. The registration fee and the
return receipt fee were 25¢. In the domestie
service, letters paid 5e for each half loth
(834 grams) up to 40mi. and 10e for great-
er distances; printed matter was 3e for each
loth (1714 grams) and samples were 10e
for each 2 loth (35 grams). These rates
remained unchanged until the country was
annexed by Sardinia, when on August 1,
1859 the postal rates charged in Sardinia
were partly introduced for the mail serviee
with that eountry, beginning Oetober 10,
1859 also to Romagna and Tuseany, Letters
now paid 20e for each 714 grams. From
February 1, 1860 on, uniform rates be-
came effective for mail to all Ttaly, namely
for letters up to 20km, 10e¢, above 20km, 20e
for each 10 grams up to 50 grams, then
20¢ for each additional 50 grams. City
letters paid 5e eaeh and soldiers’ letters
a rednced rate of 10e. For samples, one
third of the letter postage, but at least the
fee for a single letter, was charged. Printed
Matter paid 2e up to 40 grams and for
each additional 40 grams, but for mnews-
papers up to 20 grams a reduced rate of le
existed, The registration fee was 25e¢, and
for retuwrn reeeipts 40e¢ were charged.—
For mail to countries outside the Austro-
Ttalian Postal Union various fees were
charged, whiech were partly rather high,
espeeially to overseas eountries. From 1855,
due fo a postal treaty, reduced fees were
charged for letters to Sardinia, for ex-
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ample for letters up to 30km. distance 20e
for each 714 grams and above 30km. 40c.
Samples paid half of the letter fee and
printed matter 5¢ per 15 grams.—The news-
paper tax on foreign newspapers and maga-
zines was introduced on February 1, 1853
in connection with a mew customs treaty
with Austria and Parma. The fee was at
first 9¢ (equivalent to the Austrian fee
of 10¢), from November 1, 1857 on 10e. It
was abolished on July 12, 1859,

The denominations of the stamps were
all chosen according to the rates whieh be-
came effective simultaneously with the in-
troduction of postage stamps. It was the
same seale that was used in Lombardy-
Venetia, but converted into Italian Lire,
as well as an additional high denomination
considered necessary for heavy letters and
for mail to foreign ecountries. The main
rates required stamps of Se (domestic let-
ters and printed matter), 10c (domestie
letters), 1de, Zie and 40¢ (letters to the
three zones of the Austro-Italian Postal
Union, the 25¢ also for the registration fee).
The additional 1 lira denomination proved
unneeessary, and only a very small quantity
of it was aetually used. These six de-
nominations remained in use during the
seven years of postal independence. When
the country was taken over by Sardinia
and the Sardinian postal rates were gradu-
ally introduced, a new issue by the pro-
visional government simply copied the de-
nominations of the Sardinian postage
stamps, replacing the 10e¢ denomination by
one of 15¢. According to some sources, this
change was due to a mistake, but other
sources affirm that a last minute change
in the intended rates had taken place. Ae-
tually, the 15¢ stamp did not eonform to
any rate and was unnecessary, After the
disappointing experience with the 1 lira
stamp, no 3 lire denomination as in Sardin-
ia was introduced. The new issue of October
15, 1859 therefore eonsisted of five de-
nominations, namely Se, 15e, 20¢, 40¢ and
80e—O0f the newspaper tar stamps, only
one denomination, 9¢, was issued on April
1, 1853; when the change of the tax fo
10e¢ took place on November 1, 1857, a
stamp with this increased face value was
issued,

The use of stamps was obligatory in the
domestie service and to the eountries of the
Austro-Italian Postal Union. To other
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countries, postage could at first be paid in
cash, but to most countries also in stamps,
which latter practice gradually beeame ob-
ligatory. Prepayment of the postal fees was
also obligatory, and on domestie letters which
were sent unpaid, a surcharge of 5e, later of
15¢ per loth was collected from the addressee.

The first issue of postage stamps tem-
porarily remained in use after the liberation;
it was withdrawn on October 15, 1859 and
demonetized on Oetober 31, 1859. An ex-
ception existed for the district of Massa-
Carrara, whieh bordered on Sardinia, where
the stamps were replaced by stamps of Sar-
dinia on June 14, 1859; these Sardinia
stamps remained in wuse there for four
months, until October 15, 1859. They were
replaced on that day, as in Modena proper,
by the new stamps of the Provisional Gov-
ernment of Modena, which from this day on
were generally introduced at all post offices
in Modena. The issue of the Provisional
Government was withdrawn and replaced on
February 1, 1860 by stamps of Sardinia; it
was demonetized on February 29, 1860, but
its use seems to have been tolerated by a
number of post offiees at least until Marech
15, 1860.—None of the newspaper tax stamps
was demonetized, as they were not sold to
the publie, but used only by the main post
offices—Modena, Reggio and Massa—on
newspapers and magazines arriving from
foreign countries, The H¢ stamps conld not
be used after the tax was inereased to 10e
on November 1, 1857, and the 10e stamps be-
came usecless when the newspaper tax was
abolished on July 12, 1859,

Not mueh variety is shown in the designs
of the postage stamps. Aectually, the basie
design was the same for both issues, only
the coat of arms was altered due to the
ehanged politieal conditions; the inseript-
ions were also adjusted accordingly, The
stamps of 1852 had the coat of arms of the
House of Este, an eagle with the erown above,
framed by a laurel wreath, as central de-
sign. The rectangular frame had ornaments
on the sides and in the four eorners; on top
was the inseription POSTE ESTENSI, at
bottom the wvalue indieation, CENT. 5,
CENT. 10, CENT. 15, CENT. 25, CENT.
40 or LTRA 1. The stamps of 1859 had the
same design, but the eagle was replaced by
the arms of the House of Savoy, also with
erown above and framed by a laurel wreath,
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The frame had ornaments only in the four
corners, while inseriptions filled the other
spaces, PROVINCIE at left, MODONESI at
right, FRANCO BOLLO at top and the
value indieation CENT. 5, CENT. 15, CENT.
20, CENT. 40 and CENT. 80 respectively at
bottom. The newspaper tax stamps had the
design of the 1852 issue, but with a B. G.
(Bollo Gazzette) preceeding the value indi-
eation, CEN. 9. The value indieation of the
first printing was large, then became smaller,
The B. G. was removed in 1855, but the 9¢
stamps without B. G.—with the value indi-
eation CENT, 9—were never issued and are
known only from the remainders. The new
10¢ demomination then had the value indi-
eation CENT. 10. The faet that these stamps
had the same design as the postage stamps
led to eonfusion and also to a eomplaint by
Sardinia, whiell objected to the eolleetion
of a postal tax on newspapers as eontrary
to the existing postal treaties. To make it
clear that this was a fiseal and not a postal
tax whieh was merely colleeted by the postal
service, stamps in a new design were in-
troduced on February 18, 1859. They show
the erowned eagle of the House of Este in
a double eirele, with the inseription TASSA
GAZZETTE at top and CENT, 10 at bot-
tom, the whole enelosed in a double-lined
square with ornaments in the spandrels. The
origin of the designs is unknown; they scem
to have been the work of the engravers, who
followed instruetions given to them by the
postal administration,

The original dies of the three designs were
the work of different engravers; that of the
1852 issme was made by Tommaso Rinaldi,
that of the 1859 issue by Carlo Setti and
that of the 1859 newspaper tax stamp by
Felice Riceo.

The printing material was supplied for
the 1852 issue by the firm of Rocea, Rinaldi
and Algeri of Modena and for the 1859
issue by the engraver. The 1852 issue was
printed by the Cameral Printing Office of
the Ministry of Finance in Modena, the
1859 issue by the printer Carlo Vieenzi of
Modena, The 1859 newspaper tax stamps
were printed singly with the original die by
the printer Carlo Montruccoli of Modena.

The original dies of the 1852 and 1859 is-
sues had no value indieation, and the outside
frame line of the value tablet also was omit-
ted at bottom. This was done with the pur-
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pose that the same setting of stereotypes
could be used for all denominations, by in-
serting a type-set valne indieation in each
stereotype of the setting. To aceomplish this
for the 1852 issue, about 500 stereotypes
were taken from the original die without
value indieation and 240 of them assembled
in four panes of 60 (six rows of ten),
spaced 2mm. in both directions and sep-
arated by dividing lines which run un-
broken vertieally and are broken horizontally.
The vertieal gutter was 13mm, wide, with a
vertieal line running along the stamps on
both sides, Imm. apart and erossing the
horizontal gutter. The horizontal gutter was
10t4mm. wide for the Centesimi denomin-
ations and 25mm. for the 1 Lira and had
in its eenter two lines, spaced 174mm., which
run the whole width of both panes but did
not eross the vertieal gutter. There was mo
margin printing. Two such settings of 240
stereotypes were used, and in each the type-
set value indications were inserted singly in
all stereotypes and a line added below it to
replace the missing frame line, After one de-
nomination was printed, the value indieation
was changed, generally only the figure of
value, but for the 1 lira the whole indication.
As this had to be done for each new printing,
several settings ean be distinguished, namely
five for the Se and 25¢, four for the 15e,
three for the 10¢ and 40c¢ and one for the 1
lira. Only one setting existed for each of the
newspaper tax stamps in the design of the
1852 issue, For the 1859 issue of postage
stamps, the same method of producing the
printing material was used as for the first
issuc. Two settings of 120 stereotypes each
in four panes of 30 (6 rows of 5) were
assembled, with dividing lines between the
stamps as for the first issue, but also with
a line around each pane, Imm. apart. The
vertieal gutter was 1lmm. wide, the hori-
zontal 9tamm, There was no printing in the
gutters and no margin printing of any kind.
The various value indications were again
type-set, this time only 120 times, and in-
serted singly in all stereotypes, with a line
helow to replace the missing frame line. One
of the settings was used for e, 20¢ (first
printing) and 8S0e¢, the other for 15e, 20e
(second printing) and 40c. Only of the 20c
were two printings uecessary, while of all
other denominations the original printing
proved sufficient.
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Fig. 132

The individually type-set value indieations
had their general characteristies, mainly in
regard to the period after the figure of
value. Of the 1852 issue, all settings of the
15¢ and 25¢ had no period, while that of
the 1 lira had a period after the figure of
value. The settings of the Ge, 10e and 40¢
were of hoth kinds. The first setting of the
de was with period, the sceond awd third
without, the fourth and fifth again with
‘]r(‘l‘itlli. Of the 10¢ and 40¢, the first two
settings were without period, the third with
period, Of the 1850 issue, all denominations
without exeeption had a period after the
figure of value, Of the newspaper tax stamps,
the first sefting (with large inseription) hail
ne period after the “97, the second setting
(with small inseription) had a period, while
the third setting (without B. G.) and the
10¢ hiad no period.

The type-setting of the value indications
resulted in a relatively large number of set-
ting crrors. For the 1852 issue, the most
spectacular ones are wrong or transposed
letters in CENT., namely CNET. of the 5e
(in hoth eolors), 10¢ and 40¢; CEN1, of the
Se and the newspaper tax 10e, EENT of the
10e (Fig. 132), CE6T. and CENE. of the
10e and 40¢, CETN, of the 15¢, as well as
wrong figures, namely “49” and “40" of
the 40c. Almost equally obvious are in-
verted letters, inverted “1" of
the 10¢, and letters sideways, such as the
“E" of CENT. of the 5e and the “N" of
CEN'T. of the 10¢. Less evident are omitted
spaeings, shifted or
raised or thick periods and similar partieu-

such as

transposed periods,
Tavities. Of speeinl significance are omitted
periods after the figure of value in the
settings with such periods; they are inter-
esting in pairs with the regular stamps.
Most of these varieties are constant ones,
they remained the same during an entire
printing. In several cases, the same variety
can be found in the same position of the
setting on two or three denominations, whieh
MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL

Fig. 133

proves that in some cases only the figure of

value and not the whole value indieation was
changed when the printing of one denomi-
nation was completed and that of another
denomination was contemplated, Missing let-
ters aud figures of the value indieations are
generally not due to missing type but to the
result  of which
made eertain parts of the value indieation—
often also parts of the value tablet—print
not properly or not at all. Tn some ecases,
spacers show before or after the value indi-

insufficient make-ready,

cation, The 1850 issue shows less diversity in
the value indieations. Only few setting er-
rors are known, ECNT, of the 20¢, inverted
“N™in CENT, of the 20¢ and 80¢ and an in-
verted 5 in front of CENT, of the 40e¢,
the last variety corrected during the print-
ing and known only in a few examples
(Fig. 133). AN
known from specific positions of the setting
without period after the figure of value.
The owmissions of letters and figures are
more frequent here than on the 1852 issue,
due to rather careless make-ready. Blurred

rlues  exeept the 5e¢ are

and deformed figures are doe to wear and
overinking.

There were some irregularities in settings
of the He and 15e of 1852, In eaeh case, one
stereotype had been moved upwards by mis-
placing the horizontal dividing lines. As a
result, on the one hand vertieal pairs of both
denominations exist where the two stereo-
types are close together, without dividing
line between them; on the other hand, verti-
eal pairs with wide spacing exist, with two
dividing lines between the stereotypes. It
seems that these irregularities remained only
for a short period in the settings, as multiples
showing the narrow and/or the wide spacing
are very rare unused and still more so used.

The stereotypes were made of type metal,
which was rather soft, and this fact shows
in many small defeets. The insertion of the
value indication and the change from one
denomination to another were not benefieial
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to the eondition of the stereotypes either.
Several stereotypes show distinef horizontal
breaks across their whole width, and many
other flaws were constant ones too.

The printing, on the letter press, was
more careful for the first printings than for
the later ones, and generally the 1852 issue
is better printed than the issue of 1859. Not
only was the make-ready of the 1859 issue
applied with little care, the setfings were
also often overinked; together this pro-
dueed printings which often made the value
indieation difficult to read or mot readable
at all. This is espeeially evident for the 80e
of the 1859 issue,

The 10¢ newspaper tax stamp of 1859
was printed in a peculiar way, namely singly
on a lever press, on paper which had re-
eeived guide lines printed on the letter
press. The lines were horizontal, spaced 2314
mm., and at both ends elosed up by vertical
lines. The design was imprinted in these
spaces singly, in regular intervals, mostly
touching the guide line at bottom, until the
full sheet was eompleted. According to the
official files, the full sheet consisted of 240
stamps, of unknown composition. 1t seems
that in a part of the printing the die was
inserted sideways in the lever press, which
resulted in the guide line touching the
right side of the design.

No major printing varieties are recorded.
The specialized eatalogs list double prints of
both issues and of the newspaper tax stamps
(1852, 5e in both eolors and 10e, both with
period; 15¢ and 20e¢ of 1859; 9e with small
inseription, 9¢ without B. G, and 10e of
1859), but the ecopies we have seen were all
only distinet shifts, occurring on margin
copics, mostly involving only parts of the
design but in a few eases the whole.

The Paper of the 1852 issue, ineluding
that of the newspaper tax stamps in the same
design, was colored machine-made paper,
except for the 1 Lira, which was printed on
white hand-made paper with individual water-
marks, a shaded A in a reetangle, the letter
A being the initial of the furnishers of the
paper, Pietro e Agostino Amiei. In eontrast
to Parma, which adopted the colors of the
Austria stamps, the color scheme seems to
have been independently designed, with the
exception of the 40e¢, which was blue as were
the stamps of the other eountries of the
Austro-Italian Postal Union for the same
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rate (Austria 9kr, Lombardy-Venetia 43¢,
Parma 40¢, Tuscany 6er). For the other
denominations, Modena used paper in green
for the 5S¢, in rose for the 10e, in yellow for
the 15¢ and in buff for the 25¢; the paper of
the newspaper tax stamps was at first dull
mauwve and became gray vielet in 1837,
simultaneously with the introduetion of the
10e stamps, ATl papers were eolored through
and there were only two distinet shades of
them, namely for the blue paper of the 40c,
which was light blue in the first printing,
and the green paper of the 5e, which was
olive green in part of the fourth prinfing
of 1855. Otherwise only lighter and darker
shades are noticeable, partly due to fading or
the influence of the gum.

The sheets of watermarked paper of the 1
Lira had 260 individual watermarks, of which
240 were on the stamps and 20 in the horiz-
ontal gutter between the panes, which for
this reason was made wider than for the
other denominations. The watermark comes
in all four possible positions, namely regular,
inverted, reversed and inverted reversed.
None of them is considerably rarer than the
others.

The thickness of the paper varies, but only
to a slight degree. The first printing of the
25¢ was on a characteristically thicker paper.

The 1859 issue was printed on white ma-
chine-made paper of medium thickness, with-
out watermark, as had been the newspaper
tax stamps of 1859.

The Gum of all Modena stamps was of
vegetable origin and applied by hand. It
was colorless, but often had a yellowish or
brownish tint.

The Color Scheme of the 1852 issue was
deseribed when dealing with the paper, as
these stamps were all printed in black on
colored papers; only the 1 Lira as well as
the newspaper tax stamps of 1859 were black
on white paper. When the 1859 issue was in-
troduced, which was intended for a transitory
period only, until stamps of Sardinia could be
used, the eolor scheme of Sardinia was gen-
erally adopted, therefore of the postage
stamps—now printed in ecolor on white
paper—the 5S¢ was green, the 15e (which
should actually have been a 10¢) was brown,
the 20¢ wviolet blue, the 40c¢ red and the 80¢
ochre.

Although there was, except for the 20e,
only one printing of each denomination of
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the 1850 issue, there were great variations
in the ecolors, which resulted in distinet
shades. The 5e green exists in light and dark
shades, as well as in a distinet emerald eolor.
The earliest 15¢ were dark brown, then the
eolor became lighter and later hecame more
and more grayish, until it was pure gray,
with blackish shades; but the gray shades
were never issued and found only in the
remainders, The first printing of the 20e
was in a distinet slate blue shade, whieh
changed in the second printing to violet and
later light lilaec. The earliest 40e¢ were car-
mine, hut later this denomination beeame
brownish rose. The 8(¢ was at first orange
histre, later brownish bistre. Generally, the
early printings were eclearer and with dis-
tinetive eolors, while the later ones were
badly printed, with paler eolors. It scems that
some of the inks used contained chemieals
whieh made them unsuitable for printing from
clectrotypes made of fype metal; they eroded
the metal, in this way being responsible for
the fast deterioration of the cliches and for
the bad prints obtained from them.

All Modena stamps were issued imperfor-
ate, the dividing lines serving as the only
separation aid.

The stamps were delivered to the post
offices in panes of 60 (1852 issue and news-
paper tax stamps) and 30 (1859 issue) re-
speetively. There seem to have been a few
oxceptions, but only at the Modena main
post offiee, which occasionally must have
obtained half sheets or even full sheets of
120 and 240 respectively.

There were considerable Remainders of
most Modena stamps. When the 1852 issue
was replaced in 1859, the remainders were
sent to Torino and later gradually sold to
stamp dealers, mostly in foreign eountries.
The smallest quantity remained of the 1
Lira—41,710 eopies—, the largest of the 5e,
over 700,000 copies. Actually all denomi-
nations, except the 10e, which is somewhat
scarcer, are of almost equal rarity unused,
which faect makes it probable that part of
the remainders was destroyed and that only
an about equal quantity of all denominations
—about 40,000 sets—were actually sold.
This explains why the 1 Lira, despite its
smallest quantity in the remainders, is nof
rarer than the other denominations, There
were no remainders of the 40¢ light blue,
while of the 5¢ olive green only small quanti-
ties seem to have been included. Of the lat-
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ter, some unfinished sheets must have come
into philatelic hands at a later time, as al-
most all unused copies have no gum. Of the
1859 issue, after it was replaced in 1860 by
Sardinia stamps, the remainders were also
sent to Torino and later gradually reached
the stamp market. Their quantities are un-
known, but they seem to have been smaller
than those of the 1852 issue. It is probable
that part of the remainders were also de-
stroyed, as the various denominations are of
almost equal rarity unused, only the 20¢ be-
ing more eommon, while the 5¢ is more rare,
Few copies of the early printings—I15¢
brown, 20e slate blue and 40¢ earmine—
were in the remainders, Of the newspaper tax
stamps, there were no remainders of the 9¢
with large inseription and small remainders
of unknown quantity of the stamps with
small inseription. Of the unissued 9¢ without
B. G., the whole printing of 480,000 eopies
remained, while of the 10e of 1857 less
than 150,000 copies, of the 10¢ of 1859 35,760
copies were among the remainders. All these
quantities, probably after destruction of
part of them, later eame into philatelic
hands.

The preservation of considerable remain-
ders has resulted in rather easy availability
of unused Modena stamps. Of the 1852 is-
sue, all denominations are rather common
unused, only the 10¢ being a little bit less
common, The varieties without period after
the figure of value—early printings of 5e,
10e¢ and 40c—are much searcer, as is the 5¢
with period in the olive green shade, but
only with original gum, as it is rather com-
mon without gum. A rarity is the 40e¢ light
blue unused, almost all known copies having
escaped eancellation and therefore having
no or only part gum. For the 1859 issue, the
conditions are similar to those for the 1852
issue, as all denominations are easily avail-
able unused, only the 5¢ being somewhat
searcer. But the early printings—I15¢ brown,
20e slate blue, 40¢ carmine—are considerably
searcer. Of the newspaper stamps, the first
9¢ with Jarge inseription is unused of con-
siderable rarity; most known copies have es-
caped eancellation and are without gum or
have only part of it. The second e, with
small inseription, is unused a searce stamp,
while the 9e¢ without B. G. is most ecommon
and the 10e¢ of 1857 is not searce, The 10e
of 1859 again belongs to the scaree Modena
stamps,
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In regard to unused multiples, there are no
diffieulties for the 1852 issue, as all de-
nominations are rather easily available in
blocks, only those items which are seareer
as singles also being more difficult to ob-
tain in multiples. Of all denominations, even
the 5S¢, 10¢ and 40¢ without period, full
panes of 60 are known, of some even half or
full sheets. An exception is only the 40¢
light blue, of which only singles, not even
pairs are reeorded. The 1859 issue is also
easily obtainable in blocks, except the 3e,
which is searce, Some of the early shades are
rare, especially the 15¢ brown and the 40¢
carmine, Full panes of 30 are known of the
15¢ gray, 20¢ slate blue, 20¢ lilac, 40¢ brown
rose and 80e. Of some of these denominations
even half or full sheets exist. Of the news-
paper tax stamps, the 9¢ with large inserip-

, tion is not known in any multiple, only sin-
gles seem to exist. Of the other stamps,
blocks are common of the 9¢ without B. G.
and not searce of the 10e of 1857 ; even full
sheets of 240 of both exist. Blocks are rare
of the 9¢ with small inseription and still rarer
of the 10e¢ of 1839,

In used condition, the 1852 issue is rather
plentiful and, exeept for the 1 Lira, gener-
ally easier to come by than in mint copies.
Only the 1 Lira stamp is a rare stamp used,
which is not surprising, as ouly 6290 copies
of the 48,000 delivered by the printer were
sold during its more than seven years of
use, according to the official records, whieh
explains its rarity in used condition. Of the
other denominations of the 1852 issue, only
the 40¢ with period after the figure is rarer
used than unused. Of the 1859 issue, all de-
nominations are rare used, some of them
rarities. The only exeeption is the first
printing of the 20e in the slate blue shade,
which was used up and therefore is more
common used than unused, But all other
stamps of this issue belong used to the hard
to get stamps. These stamps were in use for
only 314 months, and the quantities actually
used must have been a fraction of those of
the 1852 issme. The least trouble will be
caused by the seeond printing of the 20e¢,
in lilae, as well as the 5¢ which were the
most frequently used denominations. Con-
siderably scarcer, but still not very elusive,
is the 40¢, followed in notable distance
by the 15e, which did not fit the rate
schedule and therefore was rarely used. But
the rarest denomination is, as for the 1852
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issue, the highest one, here the 80e, which
was very infrequently used and which, gen-
uinely cancelled, is by far the rarest Modena
stamp. Of the newspaper tax stamps, the
two 9¢ of 1853, with large and small in-
seription, are the only ones which are in
greater supply used than unused, the stamp
with large inseription in used eondition also
heing of econsiderable rarity., The 10e of
1857 is much scarcer used than unused and
the 10¢ of 1859 belongs used to the rare
stamps.

Used multiples of the 1852 issue are not
too scarce, pairs and even strips of three
being available of most denominations with-
out great difficulties. The elusive stamps
are only the 40e¢ light blue, of whieh we
kuow no larger used strip than one of three
stamps, and the 1 Lira, of which the largest
known used strip is one of five stamps
(Fig. 134). Used blocks are known of all
denominations exeept the 1 Lira; even of
the rare 40e light blue, a used block of 16
exists, while of the others at least blocks of
four are known., Of the 1859 issue, used
multiples are much rarer. Although of all
denominations used pairs are known, it seems
doubtful whether all also exist in strips; we
know only strips of 5e, 15¢ and 20c, none
of the 40¢ and only one strip of three of the
80e, which, of course, is of the greatest rar-
ity (Fig. 135). Used blocks are unknown of
this issue, except of the 5e, of which a few
blocks of four exist. As the newspaper tax
stamps were used only singly, no used mul-
tiples are known of them,

Although of almost all denominations of
both issues and of the newspaper tax stamps
unused multiples which inelude a gutter are
known, due to the indiseriminate breaking
up of sheets from the remainders they are
today far from common. Used items of this
kind are reported to be unknown in the
speeialized catalogs, but at least of the 5¢
with period, a used vertical strip including
the gutter exists (Fig.136). Used stamps
which show a gutter and part of a stamp of
another pane are also known.

The conditions for the various setting
varieties and errors are similar to those of
the regular stamps. Generally, those of the
1852 issue which came from the early print-
ings are more common used than unused,
while the opposite is the ease for those of
the last printings. In multiples with regular
stamps, they are of course all much rarer
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Fig. 135

used than unused, and examples of the raver
ones are very mueh desired by the specialists
{Fig. 132). Multiples which show the varie-
ties in spacing of the 5¢ and 15e—without
dividing lines and with double dividing line
between vertical pairs—are known unused
as well as used, the former being rave, the lat-
ter very rare.

On entires, no Modena stamps are eon-
siderably rarer than used copies, except the
newspaper tax stamps, which deserve a con-
siderable premium when in eancelled con-
dition on a newspaper, beeause a large por-

tion of the stamps remained uncancelled
when used. But those postage stamps which
are considerably rarver used than unused sell
very substantially higher on entires, be-
cause this eondition provides a better guaran-
tee for the genuineness of the cancellation
than a stamp off cover ean supply. This is
especially true for the 1 Lira of the 1852 is-
sue, and for all denominations (execept the
first printing of the 20e) of the 1859 is-
sue, as well as for all newspaper tax stamps.
All these stamps are very much sought for
on entires, and the supply is very small, as
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most of the good items are today in big
Italian collections. The 1 Lira of 1852 and
the 8te of 1859 on cover would have been
still mueh rarver had mot the release of ex-
tensive files of a Philadelphia firm, Vito
Viti Brothers, about 50 years ago, supplied a
rather large number of these stamps on en-
fires. The above firm regularly received
heavy letters from marble suppliers in Car-
vara, and on many of them the postage was
higher than 1 Lira or 80c. About 5% of all
1 Lira and 80¢ stamps preserved on entirves
come from this famous and sensational find.
It was made during a period in whieh the
higher value of stamps on entire was already
well established, so that very few, if any,
of the stamps oun the covers of this find were
soaked off, This led to the rather strange
situation that undoubtedly gennine 1 Lira
stamps off cover are not more plentiful than
these stamps on entire. The 80e stamp of
1859 is, of course, not only the rarest used
Modena stamp but also the rarest one on
entire. Rarer than the 1 Lira 1852 on entire
is also the 15¢ of 1859. Of the newspaper fax
stamps, fthe 9¢ of 1853 (with large in-
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seription) is by far the rarest, it is con-
siderably rarer on entire than the 1 Lira
stamp, although 12,000 copies of it were
used according to the reecords. But a eon-
siderable percentage were not cancelled when
used and, as they were pasted on the news-
papers, a very small number of cancelled
copies on entire have survived, The 10c of
1859 is not rarer on entire than the first 9¢,
although only 25,440 eopies were used. But
a larger percentage seem to have been ecan-
eelled when used, and more eancelled copies
on entires have survived. For the same rea-
sons, the other newspaper tax stamps also
are mueh rarer on entire than the quantities
whieh were used of them would indieate;
the 9¢ with small inseription as well as the
10e of 1857 are both eonsiderably searcer on
entire than all demominations of the 1852
' postage stamp issue except the 1 Lira.

Modena covers are outstanding by the
rather large number of colorful frankings,
involving two or three denominations. Of
the 1852 issne up fo five, of the 1859 issue
up to four different denominations are
known used on one entire. Especially the
covers of the Vito Viti correspondence, with
their high frankings, are rather eolorful,
But most denominations are regularly found
in single frankings, as they corresponded to
the rates. The low denominations 5e and 10e
of 1852 and 5S¢ of 1859 are often found in
multiple frankings as a substitute for higher
denominations. The highest denominations, 1
Lira of 1852 and 80¢ of 1859, are usually
found together with other denominations;
the former is espeeially searee alone on en-
tire, as 1 Lira did not eorrespond to any
rate. For the same reason the 15¢ of 1859
does not exist in single frankings, only in
multiple frankings and together with other
denominations,

A very interesting feature of Modena are
entires mailed during the transitory period
between the 1852 and 1859 issues from the
Transapennine provinee, The post offices
which funetioned in that provinee issued and
used for four months—from June 15 to
October 15, 1859—Sardinia stamps of the
1855 issue, before the provisional Modena
issue of 1859 was introduced on the latter
day. As the same Sardinia issue was again
introduced on Fehruary 1, 1860, only copies
which show a 1850 year date ean be recog-
nized as coming from the transitory period.
Of the eight post offices involved—Aulla,
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Camporgiano, Carrara, Castelnovo di Gar-
fagnana, Fivizzano, Fosdinovo, Gallicano and
Massa Carrara—only two, namely Fivizzano
and Massa Carrara, used postmarks which
included a year date, therefore the Sardinia
stamps used there during the transitory
period ean sometimes be recognized when
they are off cover. But if no year date is
clearly visible or the picce of mail eame from
another of the remaining six post offices
which had only postmarks without year indi-
eation—most of them had no date indication
at all—it ean be proven only on dated en-
tires that the Sardinia stamps were used
during the transitory period. As only very
small quantities of the Sardinia stamps were
used in the provinee during the four months
—the official statistieal data give a figure
of only 251 copies for the 80¢ and 348 copies
for the 5S¢, while 1058 copies were used of
the 40e, 5175 copies of the 10e¢ and 14,544
copies of the Z20e—entires with Sardinia
stamps, used at the eight post offices be-
tween June 15 and October 15, 1859, are rare
to very rare. Those used in Carrara and Mas-
sa Carrara are the least rare ones, those from
Aulla, Castelnovo and Fivizzano are con-
siderably rarer, while examples used at the
remaining post offices are rarities.

After a large part of Modena was eonsoli-
dated with Parma and Romagna in December
1859 and the balance of the country eame to
Tuscany, the stamps of all the territories
involved became mutually valid in all ter-
ritories under Sardinian Administration. In
this way, Modena stamps are known used
outside of Modena proper, in Romagna, Tus-
cany and Lombardy, but such use was ex-
tremely rare, and only a few examples are
recorded.

There were several possibilities for mized
frankings, but all of them are either rare to
very rare or unknown altogether. The two
issues of the postage stamps were wvalid
simultaneously for postage only for a fort-
night, from October 15 to 31, 1859, We have
not seen such mixed frankings, although there
is every probability that they exist. No pos-
sibilities for mixed frankings existed for the
newspaper tax stamps, as they were used
only singly. Mixed frankings with the
stamps of Sardinia were possible on three
oecasions, First such a possibility existed be-
fween the 1852 issue of Modena and the
Sardinia issue of 1855, when the latter
stamps were introduneed in the Transapen-
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nine province on June 15, 1858; we have
never seen such a mixed franking. The sec-
ond ehance for mixed frankings also oe-
eurred in the Transapennine province only,
when the Sardinian stamps were replaced
there on October 15, 1859 by the 1859 issue
of Modena. Such items are recognizable only
on dated pieces or entires, as the same pos-
sibility was ereated for all Modena when
the 1859 issue of Modena was replaced on
February 1, 1860 by the 1853 issue of Sar-
dinia. These mixed frankings, which were
offieially possible between February 1 and
29, 1860 and tolerated by some post offices
until March 15, 1860 are known in various
combinations of which 20¢ Modena plus 5S¢
Sardinia is the least rare one.

There are no bisects known of Modena
stamps and there also seem to have been no
other emergency frankings. It has been re-
ported that in the early days of November
1857, when the new newspaper tax rate of
10¢ became effective, there seems to have
been a shortage of 10e¢ newspaper tax
stamps and two Se postage stamps were used
as a substitute, of which examples are re-
eorded from Modena, November, 1857. The
data provided about this supposed emergeney
measure are not eonvineing, and it may have
been that the two 5¢ stamps simply paid
printed matter postage.

No actual Reprints were made of the post-
age stamps, but a stereotype withont value
indications of the 1859 issue, which had
been preserved in the archives, was privately
misused in August 1906 to produce imita-
tions, printed in Milano, which differ from
the originals by the value indication, which
is in an entirely different type and has
smaller figures of value, without period after
them, 5¢ green, 15¢ brown, 20¢ lilae, 40¢ red
and 80¢ ochre were manufactured, in sheets
of 24 (4 rows of six). They are rather eom-
mon. Of the newspaper tax stamps of 1859,
a reprint in a small number of copies was
made in April 1890, to check the condition
of the die which was preserved in the ar-
chives, It is gray black (originals black) on
white (originals yellowish) paper and shows
a rather deteriorated eondition of the die,
with many small flaws and a weakness of the
bottom left eorner. The reprint is much rarer
than the original, and no copies seem to be
on the market.

The stamps of Modena were and are very
popular with the forgers and fakers, who
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recognized their many possibilities rather
early, To make Forgeries of the postage
stamps was not very attractive, as none of
them are rare in unused condition, therefore
only more or less ernde mass forgeries ean
he found which will not be too dangerous to
the attentive colleetor. It is different with
the newspaper tax stamps, of which the first
f¢ (with large inseription) and the 10c of
1859 have always been rare stamps. Rather
excellent forgeries exist of them, especially
of the former, and even Jean de Sperati
tried his hand on both of them, with a rather
deceptive result. Therefore these two stamps
should be aequired only with all possible
guarantees. A wide field is open in Modena
for the faker, and the fakes they have pro-
dueed are not only numerous, but often also
very dangerous, As there is a sufficient sup-
ply of unused postage stamps which are mueh
rarer used than unused—1 Lira of 1852 and
all denominations of 1859—as well as of both
10¢ newspaper tax stamps, the fakers had a
rather easy job to apply faked eancellations
to them, either cancellers or town cancella-
tions. Espeeially the fakes of the former are
not easy to spot, and many probably genuine
but indistinet such eancellations must be eon-
demned by the experts beecause their gen-
uineness cannot be ascertained. It is easier to
check the faked town eancellations, which
sometimes arve applied not only to eonvert a
cheap unused stamp into a rare used stamp,
but also to imitate rare types of ecanecella-
tions or colored ones. The faking of eancel-
lations extends also to entires, either by
faking the whole entires or by using stamp-
less covers and tying stamps to them by
faked eancellations, or by replacing eommon
stamps with rare ones on genuine covers,
which is espeeially profitable when the sub-
stituted stamps are the 1 Lira of 1852 or the
80e of 1859, or when rare mixed frankings
are created in this way. Newspaper tax
stamps, genuinely used on newspapers, but
which had remained uncancelled, sometimes
obtained a faked cancellation in an attempt
to make them more valuable. Much less fre-
quent are fakes produced by changing the
stamps themselves, either to imitate, by
painting and/or by erasing, the various
varieties and errors of the value indications,
or to make the rare light blue shade of the
40c 1852 by fading out the eolor of the
regular stamp and dyeing the paper in the
proper light blue shade. All together, eol-
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leetors should be very eaveful in acquiring
rare Modena stamps, especially those which
are much rarer used than unused or of

whielh other possibilities of any kind of
faking exist,
(To be continued)

INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION PROBLEMS

VIIT*

The Rules and Regulations of an inter-
national exhibition are the contraet be-
tween the management of the exhibition
and the exhibitor, Although is is expected
that the exhibitor will adhere to them
strictly and infringements are sometimes
punished by the loss of the right to ex-
hibit or by loss of a chanee to obtain an
award, the managements of most exhibi-
tions do not feel bound to observe their
rules and regulations. Furthermore, the
judges have consistently disregarded all
rules and regulations which they did not
agree with and especially the “old guard”
has taken great pains to climinate all new
ideas the management of an exhibition
may have had with regard to the judging.
The rules and regulations of the Fédéra-
tion Internationale de  Philatélie, which
have governed most international exhibi-
tions of recent years, provide only a bare
skeleton of rules and they contain so many
loopholes  that they do mnot constitute a
deterrent against such praetices. The sit-
nation is aggravated by the fact that the
“old guard” judges impose their ideas of
judging on the shows by making their own
rules and regulations for the judging. In
this way, the exhibitor is practically at
the merey of the management and the
judges of the exhibition, who alter the
rules and make new ones which were never
intended nor publicized. The exhibitor
therefore exhibits under conditions that he
had mo knowledge of when he made his
applieation, his exhibit is judged aeeording
to rules which are unknown to him, It is
surprising that sueh an unfair state of
affairs has been permitted for sueh a
long time and has not caused a serious
revolt of the exhibitors. We believe that
it should not be tolerated any longer, not
only because it is basieally unjust but be-
cause it constantly contributes to the dis-
appointment of many eollectors who exhibit
at international shows.

IX

To give a few examples of the unfair-

ness which has been allowed to govern eer-

* See pages 183 and 193 et seq.
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tain  aspeets of reeent international ex-
hibitions, we will only refer to two in-
stances, although many more, of greater or
smaller importanee, conld be presented. The
first of these complaints is directed against
the management and coneerns the alloca-
tion of frames to the exhibitors. All big
exhibitions of reeent years have limited
beforchand the number of frames an ex-
hibitor ean show, the usual figure being
five frames. Such restrietion is justified
by the limited spaee available for an in-
ternational exhibition, and no objeetion
could be raised if it were rigidly en-
foreed. Unfortunately this basie rule of
fair play was violated by all reeent shows,
to a smaller or to a larger degree. This
already  started with the classification,
which in some eases was fashioned to fit
the exhibits of some powerful henefactors
of the show or some members of the ex-
hibition committee, by ereating speeial
groups or sections in which they could ex-
hibit withont mmeh competition. Of course,
some exhibitors felt that five frames were
not enough for their exhibits and they
put pressure on the management of the
exhibition to get more frames, sometimes
with success. Some exhibitors got the in-
genions idea of dividing their eolleetion
by issues or even by  denominations and
enter each as a separate exhibit, in this
way seeuring double, triple or even more
of the number of frames allowed for an
exhibit, The management of the exhibi-
tion, of ecourse, should not have allowed
sueh evasion of the rules and regulations,
but in many eases it was not only tolerated,
but important exhibitors were even ad-
vised to wuse such a ruse for obtaining
more than the regular five frames. When
the exhibition opened, the exhibitor, who
strietly eonformed to the rules and regula-
tions, felt cheated, when he could see, that
other exhibitors, by dividing an exhibit,
had obtained more than five frames. He
felt that this was sueh an obvious sub-
terfuge that no fair exhibition committee
should have permitted it. It was usually
made still more obvious when the judges
naturally reunited such a divided exhibit
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were decades ago. They are a hardy lot, in
love with philately and no less eager tfo
attain their goal than any other eollector,
They still eolleet by elassical methods, be
their objeet letters written three hundred
years ago or provisionals just a few weeks
old, They constitute the conservative group
among the colleetors, and we eall their col-
lecting elassical philately in analogy to musie
and the arts, where elassical musie and
classical painting are also a matter of per-
formanee and style, not of age. The counter-
part in our hobby to modern musie and
modern painting is, of eourse, modern phil-
ately, which today eertainly has many more
adherents than the classical version. Here
too it is the method of eollecting, not the
age of the object, which provides the dif-
ference, All the collectors who bring ount-
side ecomsiderations into our hobby—from
the topieal collectors, the temporary eollee-
tors, the followers of philately, the philatelic
investors and similar types, to the collectors
of autographs of the celebrities pictured on
stamps and to admirers of pictures made of
pasted-up stamps—are adherents of a phase
of modern philately. They do not need any
philatelic knowledge in the old-established
sense, and they form a separate group which
has practieally nothing in common with
classieal philately exeept that both groups
colleet stamps. Tt is natural that the two
groups look at each other with bewilderment
or even ontright disgust. The modern col-
leetors have no understanding for the classi-
cal method of stamp eolleeting, just as the
jnzz “enthusiast looks entirely without ap-
preciation on the “longhair” lovers of classi-
cal music. Similarly, the classical eollector
does not have much sympathy for modern

eollecting methods; he is comparable to an
admirer of the classical art of Rubens and
Titian who is shocked by an abstraet non-
objeetive painting. But they are all musie
and art lovers, as the different groups of
philatelists all love stamps. This should not
make it difficult to maintain a tolerant
understanding between the two groups of
philately, the eclassieal and the modern one,
but it will not prevent a complete separation
of their aetivities, Sueh a separation will
solve many problems which are making dif-
fienlt the life of the editors of philatelie
magazines, the program chairmen of philatelie
societies, the organizers of philatelic events
and, last but not least, the management of
philatelic exhibitions. They will all be able
to decide which of the two groups, the
elassieal or the modern one, they want to
serve. Then, instead of splitting up their
aetivities, they will serve one group alone and
mueh more efficiently. No more will the
philatelic magazines have to divide their
space between the two groups and therefore
satisfy none of them; societies, events and

“exhibitions will have to be organized only by

and for one of the groups, a mueh more
satisfactory and efficient arrangement.
Modern philately has become strong enough
not to be in need any more to travel on the
coattails of eclassical philately, as it has done
in the past. It certainly will be able to stand
on its own feet, based on the much larger
number of its adherents. We have no doubt
that elassical philately, which has and always
will have the finaneially stronger eolleetors
as its supporters, will grow stronger when
relieved of the burden of earrying with it
an annex of collectors whose collecting phil-
osophy is completely alien to its own.

EUROPEAN CLASSICS

XXXI. MODENA#*
As a result of the colorful history of Mo-

dena, the history of its Postmarks is also a
very diversified one. Although the first post-
marks appeared around the middle of the
18th ecentury, their use became general only
during the Napoleonic period. The aequisi-
tion of additional territories in 1844, which
until then belonged to different postal ad-
ministrations, added to the diversity of the
postmarks.

The earliest recorded postmarks are of
1768, They were dateless, showing the town

*Continuwed and concluded from page 232.
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name in Roman eapitals, often abbreviated,
in odd-shaped, slightly ornamented frames.
The two main post offices, Modena and Reg-
gio, also had some other types of postmarks,
whieh they used simultaneously, one showing
the arms of Modena within an oval formed
by POSTA DI MODENA and POSTA DI
REGGIO respectively, another being a
straight line town postmark, all without date
indieation. Shortly after, in 1769, the two
post offices introduced heart-shaped post-
marks which had the abbreviated town name
(MODa. or REGo.) in Roman capitals, with
a pumber below; these numbers run from

243



1 to 33 and gave the weeks of the year, the
highest number (53) used only in leap years
and therefore being searce. In Reggio, the
number was first replaced by a eress hefore
the numbers were introdueed there in 1786,
These postmarks are the only 18th century
Modena postmarks, and they are remarkable
also by the faet that they were not applied
by the post offices where the letters were
mailed, but only on arrival, by the post
offices which delivered the letters.

The Freneh Oeceupation of 1796 aund the
subsequent incorporation of the country into
the Cispadine, Cisalpine and Italian Repub-
lies and eventually the Kingdom of Italy
had a great influence on the development of
the postmarks. First the old postmarks were
continued, and only at a few post offices
were unew postmarks introduced, beginning

in 1801, of various designs, obviously pro-

vided by the postmasters themselves. Uni-
form new postmarks were introdueed only in
1807 /08, but independently for the two de-
partments into which Modena was divided
at that time. The post offices in the Chros-
tolo department obtained dateless straight
lines in Roman eapitals; only the main post
offica of the department, Reggio, got similar
postmarks, but in Italies, one of them with
date indieation. In the Panaro department,
the post offices obtained dateless hoxed
postmarks, with the town name in Roman
capitals, mostly with the added indication
DIP. PANARO. The main office of the de-
partment, Modena, also had boxed post-
marks with date indieation, of which one for
each month was in use, only the large figure
for the day being exchangeable.

When the Napoleonie period ended and
the rule of the House of Este was restored in
1815, the use of the postmarks introduecd
during that period was mostly eontinued. In
a few cascs, the same types of postmarks
whieh had been in use before 1796 were re-
introduced, thus at Modena the heart-shaped
postmarks with the figure of the week of
the vear. New postmarks, introducel after
1815, were similar to the boxed postmarks
of 1807 /08, but of eourse without indiecation
of the department; most of these new post-
marks had a double-lined frame. Only the
two main post offices also had different
types of postmarks. Modena had at first
(from 1838 on) eircular postmarks without
frame, with the date including year in a
cirele and an asterisk below, and then (from
244

1849 on) similar double eireles. Reggio
used an ornamented upright oval with the
date ineluding year, the town being in a
bulge attached below, as well as a tombstone
type postmark with the same inseriptions.
Both towns also had large-size upright ovals
with the ecoat of arms in the center, the in-
seription R. D, DISTRIBUZIONE POST-
ALE and the town name in a small oval in-
cluded at bottom.

During the 19th century the town post-
marks were all applied by the post office
of mailing. Letters generally did not re-
geive any postmarks in  transit or on
arrival.

In addition to the town postmarks, there
were a number of other markings. A mark-
ing P. P. for paid letters was introduced
during the Napoleonie period-—the first ex-
amples are known of 1806—and continued
until the end of the stampless period. Spe-
cial registration postmarks were intro-
duced mueh later, the first recorded ex-
amples being of 1844, They come in vari-
ous shapes, similar to these of the town
postmarks, inseribed RACCOMANDATA
or abbreviated RAC. or RACCOM. A few
larger post offices had special “too late”
markings, DOPO LA PARTENZA. For use
as wax seals, the post ofiices had speecial
handstamps, mestly with negative inserip-
tions and the arms in the ecenter. They
were oeeasionally also used as postmarks
on letters.

The post offices in the territories which
were aequired in 1844-48 had before-that
time been administered by Tuseany or, in
cne case— Guastalla—by Parma. This is re-
fleeted in their postmarks. During the Na-
poleonie period, their postmarks were simi-
lar to those used in Modena proper, ex-
eept for Fivezzano, which had belonged to
the Freneh Apennines department and used
straight line postmarks with the depart-
ment number “110" above the town name,
with added P. P. for paid letters. When
these post offices eame to Modena, they
cither had dateless straight line or boxed
types similar to those used in Modena pro-
per, or double-cirele postmarks with date
indieation, sometimes with year date, as
were in use at that time in Tuseany. Guas-
talla, whieh in the 18th century had used
an  oval postmark with the inseription
R. U. D. P. above the town name—the same
type as used simultaneously by the “Reichs-
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post” in the Duchies of Milano and Man-
tova—had in 1848 a Parma-type double
cirele with small ornaments on the sides,
with date and year in the center. The for-
eign origin of the postmarks of these
post offices is also indieated by the re-
gistration markings, that of Guastalla being
o boxed ASSICURATO, those of Fiviz-
zano and Massa straight lines PER CON-
SEGNA, terms which were mnot used in
Modena.

The ink used for the early 18th century
postmarks was  black; later occasionally
red ink was also used, whieh color be-
came predominant during the Napoleonie
period. After 1815, most postmarks were
applied in black, red postmarks becoming
again a minority, In the Thirties, the first

blue postmarks appear, and from then on, -

blue ink was used oecasionally by a number
of post offices.

For the newspaper tax collected on news-
papers and magazines imported from for-
eign countries, which was introduced on
February 1, 1853, first a special handstamp
was used, which was applied to the news-
papers. It was a double cirele inseribed
STATI ESTENSI at top, CENT. 9. at bot-
tom, and GAZZETTE ESTERE in the
center. As this handstamp was in use for
only two months, to Mareh 31, 1853, when
it was replaced by the 9¢ adhesive, it is of
considerable entire
newspaper.

rarity, especially on

When postage stamps were introduced on
Juune 1, 1852, the post offices had a rather
weird assortment of postmarks which were
now to be used as cancellers, They were in
their majority dateless boxes with the
town name in Roman ecapitals, often with
a double-lined frame, and a few dateless
straight lines in Roman eapitals. There were
a few exceptions, sueh as the odd 18th
century postmark of Carpi, still in use 85
vears later, the ornamented oval of Bres-
cello and the faney-frame postmark of
Sassuolo; then there were the Tuscany-type
double eireles of Carrara, Fivizzano and
Massa Carrara, as well as the Parma-type
double eirele of Guastalla. Of the two main
post  offices, Modena had various double
cireles with date and year, Reggio a dated
straight line in Italies and the tomb-
stone-type postmark. All these postmarks
were now used as cancellers for the 1852
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issue, usually with a seecond impression
placed on the entire alongside the stamp.

Modena did not follow the Austrian ex-
ample of dispensing with special eancel-
lers. Shortly after the introduetion of
stamps, the Modena post office received a
grid caneeller, consisting of diamond-shaped
dots forming a reetangle with rounded cor-
ners, This speeial caneeller is known used
as early as June 19, 1852, but only as an
exception; it was used oeccasionally in later
years, but only in 1856-57 continuously
for a period of about 114 years. A seeond
special eaneeller—a network of lines form-
ing a rectangle—was introduced at the
Modena post office on June 26, 1852 and
used for two weeks; it was then discon-
tinned and in December 1858 sent to the
newly opened post office at Zocea, where
is was used as caneeller until the end of the
Modena stamp period and even later. The
postal  administration, obviously satisfied
with the trials, deeided to introduce speecial
cancellers generally and late in July 1852
provided all 26 post offices which were in
operation at that time with special ean-
cellers consisting of six parallel bars of
about 34t4mm. length. According to the in-
structions given to the post offices, these
special ecancellers were to be used from
then on exelusively for the eanecellation of
all  stamps, the town postmarks to be
stamped  alongside, Some post offices
obeyed these instruetions to the letter, but
others did not and oecasionally used, part-
ly for comsiderable periods of time, either
the town postmarks or other postmarks as
caneellers.

Newly opened post offices did not al-
ways obtain the necessary postmarks im-
mediately, and the stamps were cancelled
at the next post office the letters reached.
When such post offices rveceived post-
marks, the town postmarks were all date-
less boxes with the town name in Roman
capitals, with double-lined frame, therefore
in the same type as the last town post-
marks of the pre-stamp period. All such
new post offices also obtained one of the
six-bar cancellers, except the post office af
Zocea, which obtained the second trial ean-
celler of Modena.

During the stamp period, only a few new
postmarks were introduced at the existing
post offices. Modena obtained a double-
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ring postmark with the date and year in
the eenter and MODENA in a bulge at top,
ag well as a double eirele postmark with
MODENA at top, an ornament at bottom
and the date with year in the center. In
addition, two types of postmarks of the
pre-stamp period, the eireular type of 1838
and the large oval with the arms in the
center, were reintroduced and also used as
eancellers, the latter as a rare exeeption.
In Reggio, the large oval with arms in the
center was also used as ecanceller and is
rather common as such on the 1852 issue.
Under the provisional government of 1859-
60, the few new pdstmarks were all of
Sardinian type, namely single circles with
date ineluding year and indieation of the
type of mail (1A. CA. or 2A. CA. or 1C,
2C) for Modena and Reggio, and double
eireles with an asterisk at bottom for
Castelnuovo di Garfagnana and La Miran-
dola. The mew post office at San Ilario
obtained a straight line postmark with date
indieation, probably a relic of the pre-
stamp period. To mark the politieal change,
Modena and Reggio obtained new special
cancellers in the middle of June 1859.
That of Modena consisted of eight parallel
bars of 32mm. length, with the arms of
Savoy superimposed in the center; its im-
pressions always appear more or less blur-
red. At Reggio, a double eirele with the
arms of Savoy in the center, with a solid
bar filling part of the space between the two
cireles, was put in use on June 17, 1859 and
used as eanceller for a week; then the in-
seription POSTA LETTERE REGGIO was
engraved in the solid bar of the double eircle,
and the postmark continued to be used as
canceller,

From the beginning, every post office
had a P, P. postmark for paid letters and
a registration postmark for registered let-
ters, continued from the pre-stamp period.
Newly opened post offices also obtained
such postmarks. Reggio received a mnew
marking of this kind, consisting of a
large “R” only. Simultaneously with the
introduction of postage stamps, a new
additional marking, P. D. for letters to for-
eign eountries, paid to the destination, was
distributed to all post offices. These ad-
ditional markings were generally used
alongside the stamps on letters, but they
can be found erroneously used as cancel-
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lers on both issues of postage stamps. In
a few cases, such use of P, P, or P. D.
markings, with the town postmark along-
side continued for several months, for ex-
ample at Modena, where continuous use of
a boxed P. D. marking as ecanceller is re-
corded from February 14 to May 27, 1856.
The “too late” markings of the pre-stamp
period were continued and, as an excep-
tion, obviously by error, also used fo ean-
eel stamps. A marking for newspapers
for which le postage was paid in eash, in-
troduced late in 1859, MODENA PERIO-
DICI FRANCHI CI. 1, was also used as
canceller of the 1859 issue, as a rare ex-
ception.

The regular ink used for cancelling was
black, but blue was used regularly by some
post offices, sometimes for considerable
periods of time. Not infrequently in such
cases, the canceller was struck in blue, the
town postmark which was stamped along-
side, in black, or viee versa. Red cancella-
tions are oxceptions and known only of
few post offices.

Summarizing the use of cancellations, it
can be stated that the 1852 issue of the
postage stamps in its great majority is
found caneelled by the six-bar eanceller in
black, a rather small percentage in blue.
Of the two trial cancellers of Modena, the
grid is rather eommon in black, but ex-
tremely rare in red, while the network
caneeller is rare, Town caneellations in
black are all searce to rare, blue ones
generally searcer and red ones rarities, ex-
cept the red double ecirele of Modena,
which was the first canceller used there
from June 1, 1852 for three weecks and
which is not rare, especially not on the
40¢ light blue. Of other markings, the
boxed P, D. of Modena and the large oval
of Reggio with the arms in the center are
found rather frequently. The eancellers in-
trodueed under the provisional government
—eight-bar eanceller with arms of Modena
and double cirele with arms of Reggio—
are searce to rare on this issme. On the
1859 issue, the bar cancellers—six-bar and
eight-bar with arms of Modena—are still
the most frequently found eancellations,
but town eaneellations are considerably
more frequent here than on the 1852 issue.
The ink used was generally black, but blue
caneellations—cancellers as well as towns—
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are more frequent than on the 1852 issue.
The newspaper tax stamps were often not
cancelled, as this seemed to be unneces-
sary; they were worthless in the hands of
the public because they were applied only
by the postal clerks to incoming foreign
newspapers. When they are eancelled, both
9¢ generally show the six-bar eanceller, in
black or blue. Town eancellations are rather
unusual; they ean only be of Modena, Reg-
gio and Massa, as only these three post
wffices handled ineoming foreign news-
papers. On the 10e¢ of 1857, town eancella-
tion is at least equally frequent as the
six-bar caneceller, and blue cancellations are
not infrequent. The 10e¢ of 1859 ecan be
found almost exelusively with the Modena
caneeller with the bulge at top in black;
from late in Mareh 1859 on, eancellation of
these stamps seems to have been stopped
entirely, as no cancellations with dates
after April 1, 1859 are known.

After the incorporation of the eountry
in the new Kingdom of Italy, the use of the
postmarks was at first continued, and the
last types are all known on stamps of
Sardinia. But replacement with new Sar-
dinia-type postmarks started without delay.
Tt still took up to May 1862 until the last
old Modena postmarks were replaced by the
new double ecirele or single ecircle post-
marks, On stamps of Italy, only a few of
the old postmarks ean still be found; they
are the last souvenirs of the independent
Modena postal service.

The Philatelic Literature dealing with Mo-
dena is rather extensive, but it is almost ex-
elusively written in Italian. The basie mono-
graph is still “T Francobolli del Duecato di
Modena”, published in 1894 by Dr. Emilio
Diena, a masterly study of the stamps and
their eancellations, publishing from the offi-
cial files all documents and data related to
these stamps. Of newer books, the Special-
ized Catalogs of Old Italian States published
by G. Oliva and G. Bolaffi are very valuable
in recording mew philatelic researeh and
registering the known items of multiples, ete.
They will be helpful even to colleetors who
do not read Italian. Two broehures of newer
vintage deal with the postmarks and eancel-
lations, ome by G. Bolaffi, labeled “Cata-
logo degli annulli di Modena”, but dealing
mainly with pre-stamp postmarks, the other
by 8. Morrone and C. Rossi, “Catalogo dei
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bolli ed annullamenti postale del Dueato di
Modena”, which is eoncerned only with the
cancellations, Together these publications
contain excellent and praetically complete
information about the whole field.

The Scott Catalog lists 14 postage stamps
and 5 newspaper stamps of Modena, Of the
former, three are only type varieties—uwith-
out and with period—and therefore do mot
deserve main eatalog numbers. Of the latter,
one was never issued and another is only a
type variety (larger and smaller inseription),
which leaves three. Therefore, we actually
have to deal with fourteen main numbers.
Of these, nine are cheaper unused than used
and five more expensive unused. Unused there
are no rare regular stamps, nine stamps be-
ing priced $10 or less and the highest-prieed
item $25. Used it is quite different; there
are seven items priced $10 or less, but the
highest-priced item is $1700. The total is
$132 for unused and $2288 for used. Taking
the cheapest price, unused or used, for each
of the 14 stamps, the total is only $122
therefore will be within the reach of almost
all colleetors.

Modena is a country which is at present
very popular in Italy but rather neglected
everywhere else. The reason for this anomaly
is that during the last fifteen years almost
all good material of the country offered any-
where in the world has been “repatriated”,
hought by Italian dealers and collectors and
is now resting in big colleetions in Ttaly.
The collectors of Modena outside Italy, frus-
trated in their attempts to get good material
to continue their collecting, have given up
one after the other and sold their collections.
Except for one or the other sizable colleetion
which may be stored away by an inactive
colleetor, the countries outside Italy are prae-
tieally bare of any good Modena material.
This fact will make it extremely diffieult for
a collector to start specializing Modena. He
will not have too mueh difficulty in obtaining
the regular stamps and the more common
varieties. But when he tries to reach for the
better items, not to speak of the real rarities,
of multiples, rare ecancellations, eovers,
frankings, ete., he will be -depending on the
Italian market where he has to eompete with
collectors who are obviously able and willing
to pay any price for an item they want to
have, Modena is a most interesting coun-
try, due to the varieties of the type-set value
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indieations, the attractive frankings and ean-
cellations ete., but we ean only advise to keep
away from it, at least under the present mar-
ket conditions. For the philatelie student,
Modena is not only a disappointing country
due to the lack of sufficient study material,
but also beeause it has been rather thorough-
ly investigated by Ttalian students who have
left very little research still to be dome.

XXXIl. MONACO

The prineipality of Monaco, the smallest
independent country of Europe, is situated
on the Freneh Riviera, on a promontory into
the Mediterranean Sea, surrounded on land
by the Sardinian county of Nizza (French
Niee), which in 1860 beeame the French
Departement of Alpes-Maritimes, It covers
a territory of barely two thirds of a square
mile, with a population of less than 2000
inhabitants in 1860, of whiech about 1200
lived in the only eity, Monaco.

The recorded History of Monaco started
very carly, when the territory was inhabited
by the Iberians and then the Ligurians. Of
the latter, a tribe by the name of Monoikos
settled on the approximate site in the 6th
century B.C, and it is elaimed that the name
Monaeo is derived from them. Phoenicians,
Carthaginians and eventually the Greeks fol-
lowed, the latter building on the promontory
a temple in honor of Hereules, A story goes
that they gave the temple the name of Her-
cules Monoikos, the latter adjective being a
corruption of the surname of the god Mel-
kart, Menuakh, providing another version of

the origin of the name Monaco. After the.

Greeks, the Romans eame into possession of
the territory, and the names Monoeei Portus
or Portus Herculis were used for the harbor,
During the deeline of the Roman Empire,
the territory ehanged hands several times,
the coast falling into the hands of the
Sarazens in the 8th century. Liberated in
975, the territory eame under the influence
of the Republie of Genoa, which at that time
was allied with the German Empire. In 968,
the Grimaldi family, Genoese nobles, acquired
the territory of Monaco, and they have held
on to it, with short interruptions, until today.
In the beginning, claims by various powers
threatened the safe possession of the terri-
tory, but in 1262, the French, represented by
the Count of Provence, eeded their elaims,
and the Grimaldi family was confirmed in
its possession. To hold on to it, they had to
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look for protection to the higger powers,
especially after they were able to aequire
adjacent territory, Mentone (Menton) in
1346 and Roeeabruna (Roquebrune) in 1355.
In 1458, the territory eame under the pro-
tection of Sieily, but in 1488 was made a
protectorate of the King of France, Monaco
beeame a prineipality in 1500. It was con-
tinuously threatened by the Genoese, who
wanted to reeapture the territory. To be
better able to preserve its independence,
Monaco aceepted in 1524 the protection of
Spain; this was followed by a period of
relative tranquillity. When the power of
Spain deelined, Monaco looked for another
protector and in 1641 again beeame a French
protectorate. In 1731, the male line of the
Grimaldi family died out; a daughter of
the last prinee took over, and after her death,
her husband, a French nobleman, adopted
the name of Grimaldi. During the French
Revolution, in 1789, Monaco was oecupied by
Freneh troops and made part of the French
Departement Var (No. 78). In 1793, the
Freneh National Assembly deposed the rul-
ing family and annexed the territory, which
beeame part of the newly formed Departe-
ment of Alpes-Maritimes (No. 85). Even
the name of Monaco was changed tempo-
rarily to Fort d'Hercule. After the end of the
Napoleonic period, a treaty signed at Paris
on May 27, 1814 restored the Grimaldi family
and put the territory back under French
protectorate, but the Congress of Vienna
whieh, in 1815, fixed the new borders and
powers of the European countries, put Mon-
aco under the protectorate of the Kingdom
of Sardinia, because it was surrounded by
the now Bardinian county of Nizza (Nice).
In 1848, Mentone and Roceabruna revolted,
and their territory was annexed by Sardinia,
against the protest of the Prinee who never
recognized this act. His domain was now
confined to the small area of the eity of
Monaco with its suburbs. In 1856, the first
gambling easino was opened there, a gambl-
ing coneession was established in 1861 which
in later years provided the little eountry
with its main sourece of income. As a eon-
sequence of the Freneh help in the war of
1859 against Austria, Sardinia, in the treaty
of Torino, ceded to France the territory of
Savoy and the eounty of Niee (Nizza).
Franee took possession of the whole territory,
ineluding Monaco, on June 15, 1860. In a
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