move, most of it the property of our eustom-
ers and therefore to be taken care of with
speeial attention, It took three large vans
and a dozen men more than eight hours of
work to break up our old office and in-
stall us in the new ome. Many days of
preparatory work were spent by our staff,
and it took more than a week before every-
thing was again in its proper place. We
like it in our new quarters, which are more
modern and better adapted than the old
_ones, providing more space and wonderfully
good natural light, an important feature
in every stamp business. In moving to our
new location, we have joined the general
trend of New York’s business to move east.
Our move was more symbolie than real be-

EUROPEAN

XXI1. IONIAN ISLANDS

The lontan Islands arc a group of seven
large islands and a number of small ones,
of which six are stretehed along the west
coast of the Greek peninsula, while the
seventh — Cerigo (Greek Kythera) — is
south of the southern promontory of that
peninsula. They have an area of 740 square
miles. The largest island is Cephalonia
(Kephallenia), the smallest Ithaka, which
covers only 44 sq. mi. The others are Corfu
(Kerkyra), Zanle (Zakyuthos), Santa
Maura (Leukos) and Pare. During the
classic stamp period, the islands were a
separate political entity under the pro-
tectorate of Great Britain; the official
language was first Italian, from 1850 on
inereasingly Greek, which is the language
of the population, English was used only
in foreign velations. The islands had a
population of 213,000 in 1863 and were
governed by a British High Commissioner,
a six-member Senate and a 40-member As-
sembly. The islands were ceded to Grecee
on May 30, 1864 and incorporated into the
Kingdom of Greeee.— The seat of the Brit-
ish Governor was Corfu (Kerkyra), a town of
about 25,000 population in 1863,

The History of the Ionian Islands is a
very old one, Corfu was first mentioned in
Homer's Odyssey, covering a period around
1200 B.C.; its was at that time
Scheria. The first authentie reports about
the islands date from about 700 B.C., At
that time they were eolonized by Greeks
from the mainland, but retained temporary

e
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cause we are actually still only around the
eorner from Fifth Avenue and in  the
center of New York’s midtown business
seetion, the commereial heart of the eity,
as Wall Strect is the eenter of the financial
one. We are now located only a few blocks
from the Collectors Club, where most of the
philatelic societies of New York congregate,
and, last but not least, only one bloek from
one of our favorite restaurants. After a
few days in our new location, we felt so
completely at home there that not even
onee did we go in the morning absentminded-
ly to our old location. We are sure that
our customers also will like the comforts
of our new office and that they will feel
as at home there as we do.

CLASSICS

independence, Athens and Sparta fought
for Corfu in the Peloponnesian War in the
Sth century B, C. In the 4th and 3rd ecentu-
ries B.C., the islands were subjected to
various oecupations, until in 229 B. C. Corfu
fell into the hands of the Romans who kept
it as a “free state”. The other islands had
the same fate in later years, for example
Cephalonia in 189 B. C. Very little is known
of the following thousand years, until in
890 A.D. we find the islands as a provinee
of the BEastern Empire, called Thema of
Cephallenia, The islands changed hands
rather frequently; sinee 1081, they were
alternately  oeeupied by Sieily, Naples,
Genova and by Greeks from the mainland. In
1479, several of the islands eame under
Turkish sovereignty. The Republie of Venice,
which in the meantime had beecome the
dominating power in the Western Mediter-
ranian, started in the 14th century to
extend its influenee to the islands. In 1386,
Corfu placed itself under its protection and
in 1401 aeeepted Venetian sovereignty. The
other islands followed, but the Venetians
were partly driven out again by other Italian
powers or by the Turks, until they estab-
lished themselves firmly around 1500 on
all islands exeept Cerigo, which changed
hands frequently and only in 1717 definitely
came under Venetian sovereignty, The rule
of the Republie of Veniee lasted until 1797,
when the treaty of Campo Formio dissolved
the Republie. In July 1797, the Tonian
Islands became a Fremeh possession, but
the Freneh were driven out by a Russian-
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Turkish forece in Oectober 1798, Iu 1800,
the islands became for the first time a sep-
arate politieal entity as “Septinsular Repub-
lie”, under Russian protectorate. The peace
treaty of Tilsit again gave the islands to
the Irench who oceupied them in Aungust
1807 and incorporated them into the provinee
of Iyria. But shortly thereafter the islands
came under attack by the British who oe-
cupied Cerigo, Zante, Cephalonia and Ithaca
in Oetober 1809, Santa Maura in April 1810,
Paxo in Mareh 1814 and finally Corfu in
June 1814, In 1815, the treaty of Paris
ereated the United States of Tonia, consist-
ing of the seven islands as well as the dis-
trict of Parga on the mainland, under the
protectorate of Great Britain. This latter
district was ceded to the Turkish Empire
in 1819. The British administration did not
interfere mueh with the loeal affairs and
concentrated on the external affairs. After
the independent Kingdom of Greeee was
created in 1827, a movement started on the
islands for union with Greece. ITn 1848, the
Assembly passed a resolution which requested
immediate union, but only in 1862 did the
British show willingness to aceede under
certain conditions to this wish of the pop-
ulation. On Mareh 29, 1864, the five hig
European powers ended the protectorate. A
few weeks later, on May 3, 1864, the British
left the islands, and they were ineorporated
into Greece on June 2, 1864. After a short
intermediary period, the Islands
ceaged to be a separate politieal entity and
bheeame Greek distriets.

The Postal History of the Tonian Islands
has its beginnings during the Venetian oc-

Tonian

cupation, when the sailing ships of the
Republic established a rather
regular mail serviee from the islands to
Veniee. The earliest reports about sueh ser-
viee arve from late in the 17th eentury. No
organized interinsular service seems to have
existed at that time, letters being earried
passing ships. The first
attempts at a domestic mail serviee were
made during the first Freneh Oceupation
(1797 to 1798}, buf actually were realized
only during the Russo-Turkish rule (1798 to
1807), when the “Seven Island Mail Serviee"
(“Posta Settinsulare™) was established. From
then on, the mail service was taken over
and continued by the various oeenpying
powers, first again by the French (1807 to
1809) and then by the British (1809 to

of  Venice

oceasionally by
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1815), and econsolidated when the United
States of Ionia under British protectorate
were established. One post office functioned
on each of the seven islands, and the general
post office at Corfu supervised the six
other post offieces. The first postal law
was passed in 1827 and roorganizations were
ordered by the laws of May 21, 1845 and
July 27, 1857, the latter also ordering the
introduction of postage stamps, becoming
effective on December 10, 1857. The foreign
mail service was rather irregular and became
more stabilized in 1830, when the newly
organized Austrian Lloyd established a reg-
ular steamer Triest to Con-
stantinople with a stop at Corfu. Later,
the Austrian Lloyd steamers also conneeted
Corfu with the mainland at Syra, with
Auneona, Malta and Alexandria. Almost all
foreign mail was earried by the Austrian
steamers which were also used for the mail
to and from Great Britain via Triest. A
British steamship service from Liverpool
via Malta to Corfu was rather irregular
and used only for soldiers’ and sailors’ mail
which paid a reduced rate. Between the is-
lands, part of the mail was carried by fhe
Austrian steamers which stopped at several
of the islands, the balanee transported by
loeal steamers and sailing ships. Regular
mail service by steamers existed between
Corfu, Cephalonia, Zante, Santa Maura and
Paxo, while only oeeasional serviee was main-
tained to Ithaka and Cerigo. When the is-
lands were incorporated into Greece, it took
some time before the postal serviece was
completely integrated, the last remuants of
the independent mail serviee being the speciii
postal rates which were abolished only on
January 2, 1865,

The extent of the mail serviee ean he
seen from statisties of the number of letfers
mailed in the Tonian Islands during the
stamp period. In 1859, 115,000 letters were
posted, which number inereased to 215,000
in 1864, an inerease of 80, but still being
not more than one letter a year per head of
the population. Of 154,821 letters mailed in
1861, more than half, namely 79,713, were
mailed at Corfu, 31,827 at Cephalonia,
20,109 at Zante, 7,206 at Santa Maura,
2,847 at lthaka, 2,243 at Cerigo and 1,876
at Paxo. Of this quantity of letters, only
about 15% were interinsular letters, while
about 109 went to the mainland and about
75% were forwarded to the Austrian Lloyd

service from
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for trausportation to various foreign eoun-
tries, ineluding Great Britain,

Of foreign countries, only Austria had a
post office at Corfu. It was connected with
the ageney of the Austrian Lloyd, and the
postal agent usually was the same person as
the Lloyd agent. There are very few letters
known whieh were posted direetly at this
Austrian post office. It mainly handled
foreign mail which it reccived from the
Tonian post offices or which it handed over
to these post offices. It seems to have been
a special arrangement that the Austrian
postal serviece did not solicit receiving mail
direetly from the public and did not deliver
mail to the addressees, but acted mainly
as a forwarding post offiee for foreign mail.
Ouly in the somewhat lawless interval after
the British departed in 1864 and before the
Greek postal administration took over, the
Austrian mail serviee seems also to have
aeeepted mail direetly from the senders.
In such eases not the Lloyd agency but
the Austrian Consulate General in Corfu
acted as agent, forwarding the mail to the
Lloyd ageuncy for transportation by sea.
Mail was also delivered direetly to the Lloyd
steamers when they stopped at the harbor off
Clorfu or at other islands and then handled as
any other ship mail,

Sinee 1821 the lonian Islands had their
own Currency, one obolus (ob) being equi-
valent to one tenth of a penny (p). Both
eurrencies were in use simultaneously. For
Weight and Distances the British measure-
ments were used. As Calendar, the Gregorian
calendar was in use, but when the Greek
administration was established in 1864, the
Julian ealendar, which was 12 days late,
was introduced as in Greece itself,

Postage Stamps were introduced in the
Tonian Islands on May 15, 1859. No other
kinds of postal stamps and no postal station-
ery were used before the Greek postal ad-
ministration took over.

At the Awustrian post office in Corfu,
Postage Stamps were introduced on October
1, 1864, namely the stamps in soldi eurreney,
at that time in use in Venetia and at the
Austrian post offices in the Levant. Stamps
were introdueed in Corfu later than at all
other Austrian Levant post offiees, which
was due to the change in sovereignty, making
it doubtful that the post office there would
be allowed to continue to operate. It seems
that no Austrian postal stationery was

introduced at Corfu.

Coneerning the postal rates, our knowledge
is rather insufficient to come to valid
concelusions. All authors, obviously one copy-
ing the other, refer to the postal law adopted
on July 27, 1857, which became effective
on December 10, 1857, as the basis of the
rates during the period os issuanee of post-
age stamps. The lean exeerpts from this
law published by various authors give the
rates for domestic letters as follows: Up to
40z, 1p(100bh), over 4oz, and up to loz.
2p(200b), over loz. and up to 2oz, 4p(400b).
For each additional ounce, the postage was
to be “doubled”, which seems to be open to
several interpretations. There is no doubt
that these rates must have been altered or
amended when postage stamps were issued,
but no author is able to provide any infor-
mation in this respeet. Originally, only 1p
and 2p stamps were ordered, but a 14p stamp
added to the order six months later, so
that all three values were ready when the
introduction of postage stamps took place
on May 15, 1859, Several authors suppose
that the 4p stamp was for printed matter,
but no indication exists in the published
postal regulations that there was a reduced
rate for printed matter, and we do not know
of any ease of such use of 4p stamps. But
they were rather frequently used on domes-
tic letters, and we can find more letters
franked with a 1p plus a 14p stamp than
domestie letters which are franked with 1p
only. We also know frankings of 3p and 5p,
which equally do not fit in the published rate
sehedule. The simultaneous employment of
the 1p and 134p rates for domestie letters
leads to the conclusion that the latter in-
cludes a surtax for a specific service. In
varianece with other authors we are inelined
to believe that the }4p surtax was charged
for interinsular letters which were carried
by the steamers of the Austrian Lloyd, a
supposition which is supported by the fact
that we know several letters with 114p frank-
ings whieh were marked by the sender “Col
Vapore Austriaco” or similarly, a marking
which we have never seen on letters franked
ouly with 1p. This in turn leads to the con-
clusion that the latter were earried by other
means, probably local steamers, sailing ships
or slower means of transportation, whieh
faet justified a lower rate. But this is only
a theory and the reason for the 114p frank-
ings may have been a different one, which
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can only he proven hy the diseovery of
additional postal regulations. It is surprising
that such have wot been found up to mow,
despite the rather diligent efforts of a num-
ber of collectors. We must suppose that they
have not survived the fires and earthquakes
by which the islands were harassed from
time to time. We know a number of regis-
tered domestie letters, but the postage on
such single letters was either 1p or 114p,
and the registration fee, the amount of whieh
is unknown, must have been paid additionally
in eash. For letters to foreign countries,
generally only the domestic postage was
paid in stamps, although a few exeeptions
from this rule are known. Tt is notieeable
that on such eovers no 114p frankings ean
be found and the rates conform to those
officially deereed in 1857, namely 1p, 2p,
4p, ete. They paid postage only to the ship
which transported the letters, and further
postage was ecolleeted from the addressee.
For letters earried by the ships of the
Austrian  Lloyd, 10s were colleeted from
the addressee as a sea surtax; for such
letters to Austria, 15s postage was collected
in addition, These figures were usually mark-
ed on the faee of the letters by erayon, “10"
or “15/10" as the ease may have been, As an
exeeption, postage on some letters to foreign
countries could also be paid in full to the
destination; we know several sueh covers, all
addressed to Austrin or Lombardy-Venetia.
The specific Tonian Islands rates remained
in foree for some time after the islands had
come under Greek sovereignty. Only on Jan-
wary 2, 1865 (January 14, 1865 by the
Gregorian calendar) were the Greek postal
rates introduced on the islands.

A reduced letter rate of 1p was charged
for Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Letters to Great
Britain. Generally no Ionian Islands stamps
were used on such letters, and when they were
prepaid with stamps, the eontemporary 1p
stamps of Great Britain were employed
for that purpose.

As stated before, the Tonian Islands post-
age stamps eonsisted of three denominalions,
ap (50b), Ip (100b) and 2p (200h), whieh
were all introduced at the same time, May
15, 1859. The 1p and 2p stamps obviounsly
were for the single and double letter rate,
and for lack of better information we must
suppose that the I4p stamp was issued to pay
for a surtax on domestic letters.

The wuse of stamps was not obligatory,
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either in the domestie or in the foreign mail
service. Postage eould be paid at the same
rates either with stamps or in eash. Unpaid
letters paid double rates, but in the domestie
service only. Aetually, only on a very small
pereentage of letters was postage paid with
stamps. The use of stamps decreased from
vear to year after their introduetion; most
of their use oeeurred in 1859 and 1860, much
fewer were used in 1861 and 1862, while
their use became very sporadie in 1863 and
ceased completely in 1864, It has been
estimated that from 1859 to 1863 inclusive
not more than 3% of all letters were franked
with stamps. There is no ready explanation
why so few senders made use of the stamps.
It scems that most people brought their
letters to the post office anyway and stamps
were not necessary in such cases. Tt may also
have been that the strong Greek nationalism
objected to the use of stamps with the like-
ness of the Queen of Great Britain and
eirenmvented sueh use by paying postage
in eash. Possibly the postmasters and postal
elerks were participating in this kind of a
conspiracy, There is evidence that the sales
of the stamps ceased some time before the
end of British rule. An early British eollector
who ordered full sheets of the stamps from
an agent in Corfu late in 1863 could first
obtain sheets of Ip and 2p stamps only;
eventually, after n second effort, he obtained
also one vip sheet, but the Corfu agent
reported at that time (late in January 1864 )
that there were no more stamps available
at the post office there. We have no explana-
tion why the sale of stamps was discontinuned
after only about 309, of the printed quanti-
ty had been sold. Of this latter quantity,
about one third was ehviously not purchased
for franking purposes, but by stamp dealers
and eollectors, so that only about 209, or
the printed stamps, therefore about 30,000
copies, were used for franking purposes.

The Austrian post office at Corfu eharged
15s for the single letter to Austria or <o
the Austrian post offices in the Levant,
various higher rates to other countries, except
to Greece, to where the rate was only 10s.
When stamps were introdueed on October
1, 1864, probably only the two denominations
needed for these rates, namely 10s and 13s,
were introdueed, but the use of other denom-
inations seems possible, although aetually
only the 2s was found used at Corfu. Only
stamps with the narrow perforation 14 are

9



known used at Corfu, which indicates that
Corfu must have received all supplies before
the second lhalf of 1864 and none later.

The lonian Islands postage stamps must
have been demonetized when Greece took
over on June 2, 1864, but no documentation
of this measure is known. Their actual use
had ceased already around the end of 1863.
The Austrian stamps, which were introdueed
at the Austrian post office in Corfu only
several months after the end of the use
of Tonian stamps, were used for three months
only, and they must have been withdrawn
in December 1864, as we know of no such
stamps used in Corfu after Deecember 31,
1864, In this respeet too, Corfu was unique,
as all other Austrian Levant post offices did
not diseontinue the use of stamps. This was
probably due to the faet that from 1865 on,
the Austrian post offiee at Corfu acted
strietly as transit post office and did not
aceept any more mail directly from the
publie,

The design of the postage stamps shows
the head of Queen Vietoria, faced to the left,
in the center of a garter which contains the
Greek inseription “IONIKON KRATOS”,
meaning “lonian State”; the garter is placed
in a rectangular ornamented frame, The head
of the Queen was engraved by Charles Henry
Jeens after a drawing in watercolor by
Henry Corbould. The same drawing of ihe
head had Deen used previously for the
Queen’s head on the 1854 issue of New
South Wales and the 1857 issue of Ceylon,
for which latter the engraving used on the
Tonian Islands stamps originally was made.
No value indieation was ineluded; to avoid
the use of a double curreney (loeal and
British), distinetion of the denomination was
to be made by the color of the stamp.

The original die for the stamps was manu-
factured by engraving the frame and trans-
ferring into it the head of the Queen from
the original die made for the first Ceylon
issue,

To obtain the printing material, the same
transfer roller process as for the engraved
stamps of Great Britain was used by Perkins,
Bacon & Co. of London, the printers of
the stamps. It is deseribed in Volume IV,
page 34, The transfer roller was applied in
a vertieal direction to create the printing
plate of 120 designs in ten rows of 12
designs each. The space between the rows
is about 114mm; bhetween the eolumns it
varies, generally being narrow, about Imm,
10

but still narrower between several positions,
espeeially 71 and 72, 83 and 84 and others.
There are also two rather obvious double
entries in positions 84 and 96 as well as a
minor one in position 14, There was no mar-
gin print of any kind.

The recess-printing of the stamps was
done rather earefully, and no varieties of
any importance are mnoticeable. All three
denominations were printed from the same
plate.

As paper, hand-made paper with individual
watermarks of a double-lined “1" and *“2"
on each stamp was used for the Ip and 2p
stamps respectively. It was the same paper
as used sinee 1854 for the 1p and 2p of New
South Wales which were manufactured by
the same printers. They did not eare on whieh
side of the paper they printed, and there-
fore regular position of the watermark seems
equally common as reversed position. But
stamps with inverted watermark are not
known. No suitable watermarked paper was

available for the 14p denomination — no
sueh denomination was at that time used
in New South Wales — and due to the

pressure of time, this denomination was
printed on unwatermarked hand-made paper.
As is usually the ease with hand-made paper,
variations in the thickness are moticeable,
but no ofher varieties of importance are
known,

The eolor scheme was originally intended
to be the same as for the stamps of Great
Britain, red for the Ip and Blue for the 2p.
Aceordingly, the red stamp was printed on
paper with the watermark “1" and the blue
stamp on paper with watermark “2”. But
the stamps were actually issued in reverseil
order, the blue stamp as 1p and the red
stamp as 2p. The reason for this change,
which was made by the loeal authorities, is
unknown, The ¥p was printed in yellow,
a color which was not used for any engraved
classic stamps of Great Britain, but for
several British Colonial issues of that period.
There are no shades of any importanee due
to the faet that there was only one printing
of each denomination. The inks used for the
stamps are very sensitive to sulphurization
which is responsible for blackish shades of
the blue and brownish omes of the yellow
stamp,

The gum of the stamps was the same as
on the contemporary stamps of other coun-
tries manufaetured by Perkins, Bacon & Co.

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL



e

Tt was more or less yellowish and beecomes
bhrownish under the influenee of tropical
climate,

The stamps of the Tonian Tslands were
issued imperforate, Due to the narrow spa-
eing, most of the used stamps are close or
cut into the design on one or

The stamps were issued as
sheets of 120,

After the use of Tonian Islands stamps
was discontinued in 1864, large quantities of
remainders existed, as only about 309% of the
stamps printed were used or sold to philatel-
ists during the actual period of use. The
W. 8. bought  the
about 35,000 copies of
denomination, at face in 1868. He used a
large quantity of the 14p as wallpaper in
his store, and therefore this denomination
the best one of the three wnused,
especially with original gum. While of the
I1p and 2p sufficient quantities in singles
and multiples with gum are available and
a number of full sheets arve still known, the
L4p is far from plentiful, and blocks with
original gum are not easy to find. We know
of only one full sheet of this denomination,
of which the margins were partly trimmed;
it did not come the remainders hut
was hought by a collector during the period
of use.

In sharp contrast to the sufficient supply
of unused stamps, the Tonian Islands stamps

more sides.
printed, in

Liondoun  dealer Lincoln

remainders, each

hecame

from

belong to the most difficult ones in wused

condition. Of the about 700,000 letters mailed

bhetween May 15, 1859 and December 31,
1863, only about 22,000 to 24,000 were frank-
od with stamps, which accounts for the fotal
of about 30,000 stamps of all denominations
together having been used for franking pur-
poses. Aecording to experience, ahout 49, of
commercially used classic stamps have sur-
vived and the
of eollectors and dealers, therefore we ean
assume that about 1200 used Tonian Tslands
stamps have survived. But of this small
quantity, an estimated 75% were cancelled
by erayon or about
259, by postmarks. As only the latter ean he
proven to be genuinely used copies, espeeially

have ecome into 1}[)-‘53\.’331011

pen strokes and only

when they ave off eover, not more than about
300 copies of all three denominations to-
gether available for the ecollectors of
used stamps, which faet places used lonian
Islands stamps among the ravest stamps of
Europe., The Ip stamp is the least rare one
while the I4p is mueh
raver and the 2p the rarest denomination.
Of used multiples,

are

in used condition,

;aneelled by a postmark,
we know only pairs of all three denomina-
tions, and we doubt that strips or blocks
exist.

On entires, all Tonian Islands stamps are

rare. Although eancellation by erayon or pen
entires with manuseript
caneellation are unpopular and counsidered

stroke is regular,
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undesirable, although they are often suffie-
iently documented by a corresponding post-
mark alongside the stamp and by rate as
well as by arrival and transit markings to
be considered genuine without any reserva-
tion. Stamps on entires, cancelled by a
postmark — sometimes in addition to a
erayon or pen cancellation — are real rari-
ties, and we doubt that more than sixty
covers of this kind have been preserved. We
estimate that about 35 of these eovers are
franked with the blue 1p stamp alone, an-
other 15 with 1p blue plus ¥4p yellow; only
few other frankings are known, among them
the Tamous cover with two copies of each
value (Fig. 113). The rarest denomination
on cover is the red 2p. The ¥p is the second
rarest, but it is mostly used in combination
with the Ip. Alone it is only known used in
pair or two singles for the 1p rate, but it
is not known used singly on entire, as ob-
viously no t4p rate existed.

Of the Austrian stamps used at Corfu, the
least rare is the 15s of the 1863 issue, fol-
lowed at a considerable distanee by the 10s
of the same issne. Of other values, only a
copy of the 28 is known, but the 3s and 5s
also may exist. We have not seen stamps of
the 1864 issue, perf. 914, used at Corfu; it
seems eertain that they were never issued
at Corfu, but as they were issued at other
Levant post offices during 1864, occasional
use at Corfu scems possible, although none
is recorded. Of entires with Austrian stamps
eancelled at Corfu, less than a dozen seem to
have survived, all of them except one with
13s stamps, the ome having a pair of 10s
stamps as postage. They are all addressed o

Trieste or Constantinople. The majority of
sueh eovers originated in Corfu (Fig. 114),
but we know two covers which were mailed
at Leukos and show the Ionian LEUKAS
postmark alongside the stamps (Fig. 115).
All such eovers are rarities and valued highly.

Due to the relatively ample supply of
unused stamyps, there exist no good Forgeries
of the Tonian Islands stamps. The known
examples, reeess-printed or lithographed, ave
rather erude reproduetions, especially the lat-
ter, and should not even fool a beginner.
But the searcity of used stamps has led to a
large number of Fakes, by applying faked
cancellations on unused copies. Such faked
cancellations are either imitations of genuine
postmarks, sometimes showing the town name
misspelled, or pure phantasy. These fakes
are often very well made and sometimes look
rather convineing, No colleetor should buy
any used Tonian TIslands stamps without
having them cheeked by a eompetent expert
committee. The fakers, aware of the faet
that the eolleetors prefer to acquire Ionian
Islands stamps on entires, have supplied a
considerable number of fakes, usually by
affixing unused stamps to a stampless cover
of the right period — they are plentiful —
and applying a faked eancellation. Such
faked covers are sometimes very expertly
made and therefore considerably more dan-
gerous than the fakes off cover. But the
stampless covers used for these fakes have
eertain characteristics which help the expert
to distinguish between good and bad even
when the fakers have sueeeeded in making
perfeet imitations of the necessary eancel-
lations, No knowledgeable colleetor will huy

Fig. 114
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a Ionian Islands eover which is not aceom-
panied by the certificate of a qualified ex-
pert committee, If he negleets this normal
precaution, it is his own fault if he has faked
covers of this kind in his collection.

The first postmarks were used in the
Tonian Islands during the rule of the Repub-
lie of Venice. Only one postmark is known
from that period and only in a small number
of examples, showing the arms of the re-
public — the lion of St. Mare in an
octagonal frame, with CEFA at left and
LONTA  at right. The known eopies are
from 1714. Most of the letters during the
Venetian rule left the islands without post-
mark and received only in Venice one of
the origin markings used on letters arriving
there by sca. For a period of nvinety years
after that lonely Venetian postmark, whiel
is rare, no postmarks seem to have been used
on the islands. Only during the Napoleonic
Wars were postmarks generally introdueed in
the islands. First, uwnder Russian rule, a
cireular postmark inseribed POSTA SET-
TINSULARE CORFU was used, beginning
in 1804. The use of this postmark was con-
tinued when the Freneh took until
1813, but new straight line town postmarks

U\

over,
stamped on the cover in addition to it. They
are known used between 1808 and 1813, They
are recorded from CEFALONIA, CORPU,
PAXO and SANTA MAURA. When the
British took over gradually between 1809 and
1814, they discontinued the use of the Rus-
sian and French postmarks, New double eir-
cle postmarks were introduced, for Corfu
with the inseription ISOLE TONTE, for the
other islands reading ISOLA DI CEFA-
MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL
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LONIA, ISOLA DI CERIGO, ISOLA I»
ITACA, ISOLA DI SANTA MAURA and
TSOLA DI ZANTE, the first ones appearing
as early ag 1811, Only Paxo made an excep-
tion, it used a single cirele type POSTA
DELITSOLA DI PAXO. A double eircle
marking inseribed LUXURI DI CEFALON-
IA is also known on few lefters, but we
have no information eoncerning its purpose.
In 1825, a unew type of Tomian postmark
started to appear, for the first time including
a date indieation, day, month and year.
Corfu obtained this type in 1825, the other
post offices in 1829 or 1830. They were
ovals with the date in the center, the town
name being placed in a ribbon on the fop
of the oval, Such postmarks are known from
all seven islands, CEFALONTA, CERIGO,
CORFU, ITACA, PAXO, STA. MAURA and
ZANTE. In Corfu and Cephalonia, speeinl
types of postmarks were in use simultaneous-
ly, in the former an oval with the arms of
the lonian Islands in the center and the
inseription OFFICIO DELLA POSTE GEN-
ERALE CORFU, in the latter a double eirele
with the arms of the island (Cephalus and
his dog) in the center and the inseription
OFFICIO DELLA POSTE DE CEFALON-
TA. Another new type was introduced in
1845, but in Corfu only, namely a small
double eirele with ornaments at bottom and
the date, ineluding year, in the eenter, Up to
that time, all postmarks had only Italian
town names, and the date indieations were in
the same language. This started fo change
in 1853, when Greek inseriptions begaa fo
appear on the postmarks. Two post offices
received sueh postmarks in the oval type
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of 1825, inseribed in Greek ZAKYNTHOS
and KEPHALLENIA. The former was re-
placed in 1854 by a large double eirele with
the same inseription and ornaments at bot-
tom, a type very similar to the eontemporary
postmarks of Greeee, Eventually, small dou-
ble eirele postmarks with ornaments at bot-
tom appeared between 1859 and 1861 for
three more post offices, namely ITHAKA,
KYTHERA and LEUKAS, the town name
being in Greek on all three, Only Corfu and
Paxo retained the postmarks with Ttalian
inseriptions until the end of the Ionian Is-
lands stamp period in 1864,

Speeial markings were in use for paid
letters, starting at Corfu as early as 1819,
during the French oceupation. A reetangular
FRANCA was introduced at that time and
eontinued in use after the British took over.
Other post offices introduced such markings
between 1821 and 1829, They were ovals
or reetangles inseribed FRANCA, the for-
mer being known from Corfu, Ithaka and
Santa Maura, the latter from Cephalonia,
Paxo and Zante. A FRANCA marking in a
double lined rectangle with obliquely shaped
corners is reported from Cerigo. These paid
markings remained in use to the end of the
Tonian Islands stamp period. They were
used on domestic as well as on foreign mail.
For domestic mail, a new type was intro-
duced in 1835, a small double eirele inseribed
POSTA PAGATA, whieh is known used in
Corfu, Ithaka, Santa Maura and Paxo, In
1853 and 1855 respeetively, Cephalonia and
Zante introduced paid markings with the
Greek letters D and P at opposite ends of
a small oval, which for Zante had an addi-
tional oval in the eenter. These markings
were used for domestic mail only and the
amount paid marked with erayon or pen in
their eenter. Cun letters from Corfu to
foreign countries, several P.D. markings
ean he found used oecasionally, but it
seems uneertain whether they were used
there or applied by a foreign post office.
At the three largest post offices, special
markings for paid mail to foreign eountries
were introdueed in 1844, They were made
in London and show a cirele topped by a
erown. The inseription rads PAID AT CE-
PHALONIA, PAID AT CORFU and PAID
AT ZANTE respeetively. These “erowned
eirele” markings remained in use until the
end of the British rule.

There existed speeial markings for official
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mail, which paid no postage, but it seems
that these markings were not applied by
the post offices but by the government
agencies where such mail originated. During
the stamp period registered letters received
a rectangular marking with Greek inseription
whiel is always so indistinet that the mean-
ing of the inseription has not been ascer-
tained. A straight line RECOM. marking
of the type which was in use in Austria and
at the Austrian post offiees abroad oeecas-
ionally ean be found, but it was probably
applied by the Austrian post office at Corfu.

The Tomian Islands post offieces used
their regular postmarks also as arrival mark-
ings. They were placed on the face of the
letters, so that domestie letters usually show
two postmarks on the face, that of the mail-
ing post office and that of the delivery post
office. This faet has eonfused some aunthors,
s0 that they have assigned several additional
markings to the wrong post offices.

Some aunthors were also mystified by
other markings, sometimes found on letters
originating in the Tonian Islands, for which
they eould not find a proper explanation.
In all cases which we counld investigate,
the markings in question were not TIonian
Islands markings but applied by foreign
post offices. This is especially true for the
straight line marking “Jonia”, which is an
Austrian origin marking, applied by the
Austrian  border post office, as well as
straight lines DA CORFU and LEVANTE,
which were stamped on mail arriving at Tri-
este by ships from or via Corfu.

The eolor of the Tonian Islands postmarks
was black during the Venetian and Russian
period, during the French oeccupation first
black, later also red. During the British
rule, there seems to have been no regulation
in regard to the color of the postmarks and
we find them applied, seemingly without
any system, in black, red, blue or green.

When postage stamps were introdueed on
May 15, 1859, no specifie provision scems
to have been made how the stamps should
he eancelled. Generally, the post offices
used the black erayon, which was employed
to note the rate on the letters, also for the
eancellation of the stamps, either in the
form of erossed or of parallel lines. In some
eases, pen strokes were used for the same
purpose. The pre-stamp period town post-
marks were stamped alongside the stamps
in all these cases. Only the three largest post
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offices also used a second method of eancel-
lation, by employing one of their postmarks
for that purpose. At Corfu, the oval FRAN-
CA postmark was the main one used as ean-
eeller; the small double eirele town postmark
oceurs much less frequently. Only oecas-
ionally two P.D. markings, one in Italies,
the other in thick and rather worn Roman
letters, were cmployed to ecaneel stamps.
In Cephalonia, the oval town postmark with
Greek inseription was the prineipal one used
as canceller, mueh less frequently the boxed
FRANCA marking. In Zante, the large
ornamented double eirele with Greek inserip-
tion served in the majority of eases for the
same purpose, while only oecasionally the
hoxed FRANCA marking was used as ean-
celler. Of the smaller post offices, only St
Maura used its oval fown postmark oecasion-
ally also as eanceller. Of special markings,
the boxed registration marking as well as
the Austrian RECOM. ean on rare oceasions
also be found used as eaneellers. We have
never scen other cancellations than the above
ones and also no postmarks of Cerigo, Tthaka
or Paxo on stamps, Often we find the stamps
with double cancellation, by erayon or pen
strokes in addition to a postmark.

The color of the ecancellations on the
lonian Islands stamps was black or blue,
as an exeeption also red, which color was
mostly used for eancellations with the P. D,
markings.

For letters for which postage was paid
in eash, the same system as in the pre-stamp
period continued. Domestic letters reeeived
either the double cirele POSTA PAGATA or
the oval with Greek D and P, in the eenter
of whieh the paid postage was marked in
manuseript. These handstamps were used only
on domestie covers for which postage was
paid in eash, and lonian Islands stamps
found on eovers with sueh paid markings
are faked, the stamps either not belonging
on the eover and/or having faked eancella-
tion. Contrariwise, the FRANCA markings
which were used on all foreign mail now ean
he found on domestie and foreign letters
regardless of whether postage was paid in
stamps or in eash,

The British 1p stamps which were used on
soldiers’ and sailors’ mail usually were ean-
celled only on arrival in England. As an
exception, we know the PAID AT CORFU,
which has not been found on Tonian Tslands
stamps, used on the contemporary 1p of
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Great Britain.

The Tonian Islands postmarks were eontin-
ued in use when Greece took over, but oniy
insofar as they had Greek inseriptions. They
are known alongside the stamps, which were
eancelled by newly introduced numeral ean-
cellers, but as exceptions also were used as
eaneellers on Greek stamps.

The Austrian post office at Corfu had no
postmark of its own before 1864. We ocea-
sionally find the oval marking of the Lloyd
ageney inseribed AGENZIA DEL LLOYD
AUSTRIACO CORFU on pre-stamp eovers.
When the Austrian soldi stamps were intro-
duced at the Corfu post office in 1864, they
were ecither cancelled by the small doubla
cirele CORFU postmark of the Tonian post
offiee, in blaek or, much rarer, in red (Fig.
115), or by the oval seal of the Austrian
Consulate General at Corfu in black, in-
seribed I. R. CONSOLATE GENERALE IN
CORFU, with the double-headed eagle of
the Austrian eoat of arms in the eenter
(Fig. 114), Only in 1874, when the Austrian
post office was again dealing only with
transit mail, did it reecive a postmark of
its own, a single cirele CORFU, which ean
bhe found as traunsit marking on the reverse
side of covers, but which is also known in a
few cases used as canceller, probably on
stamps which escaped eancellation by the
mailing post offices.

The Tonian Islands are one of those eoun-
tries which a collector ean eomplete very easi-
Iy. The Seott Catalog prices the three denom-
inations together at $20.00 unused, there-
fore within the reach of even a small collee-
tor. It is mueh more diffienlt to get these
three stamps used, espeeially when the col-
lector, as he certainly should, will take only
postmarked copies which are eertified as
genuine by a qualified expert eommittee,
The Scott Catalog prieces the 1p and 2p
equally high at $50.00, the ¥p slightly high-
er, at $60.00. The eollector will soon find out
that by far the easiest to obtain is the Ip.
Muech harder to obtain are used t4p and this
denomination should be priced about twiee
as high as the 1p. Genuinely cancelled Zp
are the rarest and a valuation three times
as high as that of the 1p would not even
fully take care of this great difference in
rarity. On cover, all Tonian Islands stamps
are rarities. Even the 1p on eover will feteh
ten times eatalog price, and the I4p — whiel
is only known in multiple frankings or to-
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gether with other values — will sell con-
siderably higher. Only a few eovers are
known with the 2p and a perfeet and un-
questionable eover with this stamp will not
be too diffieult to sell at a four figure priee.

In regard to Philatelie Literature, the Kohl
Handbook is outstanding by providing an
excellent monograph whieh is still up-to-date,
except for small details, Unfortunately, no
English translation has been published, and
the eollector who does not read German will
have to rely on seattered articles in the
English langunage philatelic press which sup-
ply only meager information. Especially
about the stamps and their use little has
been published; most authors have concen-
trated on the postmarks, of which more ma-
terial is available. This lack of adequate
literature is not felt by the average collector,
due to the fact that the lonian Islands are
an unpopular eountry par exeellence, The
unused stamps are so easy to obtain that
they have never attracted much interest, and
used stamps are not only difficult to exper-
tize but also hard to obtain at all. The larg-
est colleetion of Tonian Islands eovers, whieh
was broken up only recently, contained less
than two dozen eovers with postmarked Toni-
an Islands stamps, and it seems doubtful
that a similar colleetion ean ever be assem-
bled again, as the cover material is now
seattered in several large general eover col-
leetions. If we consider the great rarity of
Tonian Islands eovers it must be surprising
that the above mentioned colleetion sold at
auetion for less than £10,000, whieh figure
shows on the ome hand how cheap raritics
ecan be bought when they belong to an un-
popular country, and on the other hand that
an enterprising eolleetor of means should be
able to assemble for a relatively small
amount the biggest colleetion of sueh an
interesting country only beeause most eollee-
tors are afraid to “invest" in a eountry
which is difficult to expertize and which
they must buy on the basis of eonfidence in
the experts in the field. For a colleetor who
has the money to buy them and who has
studied them so that he ean form his own
opinion, the lonian Tslands are a magnificent
classie field. A ecolleetion of its stamps and
postmarks ean compete suceessfully with that
of any other country where equally rare
and interesting stamps exist,

(Next: XXIII. Ttaly)

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

@ The wnext issue of the MERCURY
STAMP JOURNAL is scheduled for May
1959.
® Moving to our new location brought us
a large number of good wishes by letter,
wire and eable, as well as gifts of flowers
ete, for our new office. We appreeiate this
thoughtfulness and want to thank everyone
who has eontributed to this weleome in our
new premises.
@® Bound Volume IV, containing Nos. 37
fo 48 and index, is now available, Price $5.00,
post free. Bound Volume III (Nos. 25 to
36 and index) also ean be supplied at the
same price as long as it lasts. Bound Volumes
T and 1I are out of print, but when moving
to our new loeation we found a few sets of
anbound Volume I. They are offered at
$5.00, post free. Of back numbers, only Nos.
12, 26, 30 to 39 and 41 to 48 are still avail-
able, at 25¢ each. We will be thankful for
the return of all other numbers. Espeeially
needed, to eomplete volomes, are Nos, 2, 4,
5, 6, 15, 17, 21 and 40; we will send upon
request any other two numbers for the
return of each of these numbers,
® Our editor will leave New York for a
trip to Europe on May 13, 1959. He intends
to visit Lomdon (May 19 to 21 and again
July 1 to 13), Hamburg (during the “Inter-
posta”, May 21 to 31), Hanover (June 1,
2), Frankfurt-Wiesbaden (June 3, 4), Mu-
nieh (June 5 to 7), Vienna (June 7 to 18),
Switzerland, staying in Zurieh, Basel, Bern,
Luzern, Geneva and Lausanne (June 19 to
25) and Paris (June 25 to 30). Return to
New York on July 19, 1959, Of the other
partners, Herbert J. Bloch will join our
editor at Hamburg and generally travel with
him on the same schedule, returning to
New York also on July 19, John H. Powell
will sail for Europe on April 24 and will
also be present at Hamburg during the Inter-
posta, otherwise follow an independent sehed-
ule and return to New York only on Oetober
5. Inquiries and requests for appointments
should be made to our New York offiee he-
fore May 1. The definite itinerary and the
European addresses at which our partners
will be available during their stay will be
published in the next issue.
® Our affice will be closed for all husiness
and no mail of any kind ean be answered
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