EUROPEAN

XXI. ICELAND
Teeland — its native Icelandie name being
Island -— is an island of voleanie origin in

the North Atlantie, on the Aretic Cirele,
about 150 miles southeast of Greenland and
500 miles northwest of Seotland. Tt was
during the classic stamp period a possession
of Denmark. Its area extends to almost
40,000 square miles, but beeaunse about four-
fifths of its territory is uminhabitable, it
is sparsely populated. In 1870, it had less
than 70,000 inhabitants. The eapital, Reyk-
javik, was not much more than a fishing
village; in 1870, it had a population of a
Lttle over 2,000.

The history of Iceland is an old one, Tt
seems to have been discovered by Irish
- monks, late in the 8th century. Some of them
seem to have settled there, but nothing is
known of how they could have existed in
this rather barren land. Around 850, Vikings
from Norway moved in and established the
first settlements. Early in the 10th century
the country was already so well organized
that in 930 an aristoeratic republie was
proclaimed and a parliament, ealled the Al-
thing, assembled, which was the first legis-
lative body of this kind in the world. Christ-
ianity was introduced around the year 1000,
but the eonditions deteriorated, and in 1262,
the end of the republie came when the island
aceepted Norwegian sovereignty and retained
only a kind of limited autonomy. When in
1397 Norway was united with Denmark,
Teeland came under Danish sovereignty, un-
der which it remained, although Norway was
separated from Denmark in 1814, Denmark
disregarded the separate rights of Teceland
more and more, and, espeeially in the 18th
century, the island, harassed by voleanie
eruptions, disease, famine, pirates, ete., be-
came more @ liability than an asset. The
Althing ceased to function in 1798; it was
restored in 1843, but only with consultative
power. Eventually, in 1874, a new eonsti-
tution was given to the island which restored
the power of the Althing, although all laws
still had to be approved by the King of
Denmark. A speeial ministry for Iceland
was created in Copenhagen whieh governed
the island during the classic stamp period.

The postal history of Ieeland is a rather
short one. When Denmark established its
own postal serviee in 1624, this was not
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extended to Ieeland. In such a sparsely popu-
lated country, a satisfactory postal serviee
was diffienlt to maintain in any ease. Con-
sidering the fact that communications were
maintained only on foot, sometimes with the
help of packhorses, and only during the
summertime, while they often became impos-
sible during the winter, we should not be
suprised that no organized mail service exist-
ed on the island. The population had to send
letters, money or parcels through oceasional
travellers, Only in 1776, a Royal decree es-
tablished a rather primitive mail service on
the island which was econnected with the
vearly sailings between Copenhagen and
Reykjavik. The first trip of a postal schoon-
er took place in 1782, The yearly trip for
Tceland started from Copenhagen early in
October and normally arrived at Reykjavik
after about three weeks. When there were
adverse winds, the trip often took much
longer, up to eight weeks, oceasionally even
several months. The rveturn trip started in
Reykjavik in Mareh. Aside from this offieial
mail frip, private trading vessels also earried
mail when oceasion arose. The first mail
routes on the island started to funetion in
1786, and two yearly trips were scheduled,
one from Reykjavik after the arrival of the
boat from Copenhagen and the other 1o
Reykjavik to eonneet with the departure of
the boat to Copenhagen, The mail service
was primarily for official mail; only when
such mail was to be earried, the mail frips
were made and then took also private mail.
When there was no official mail, the trip
was ecancelled, These primitive conditions
remained unchanged for many deeades, and
when on April 1, 1851, Denmark issued its
first postage stamps, it was not found nee-
essary to introduce this new gadget in Iee-
land also. But in the decade from 1850 to
1860 the number of sailings from Copen-
hagen to Reykjavik inereased considerably,
especially since the first steamer arrived in
Reykjavik in 1858. In 1859 there were al-
ready seven round trips, most of them with
connecting service on the mail routes in
Iceland. There were also sailings between
Reykjavik and Liverpool. Eventually, in
1869, a law was passed whiech put the mail
service in Iceland under the supervision of
the Danish General Post Office at Copen-
hagen. In consequence, the Danish Postal
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Administration started on March 1, 1870 a
regular mail service from Reykjavik and
Seydisfjordur in Ieeland to Copenhagen via
the Faroe Islands. At the same time post
offices were opened at the above two places
in Ieeland and Danish postage stamps intro-
duced there. The Danish mail serviee extend-
ed only to Reykjavik and Seydisfjordur,
which were connected by the steamer to
Copenhagen, while the mail routes on the
island, still in a primitive state, were under
domestie administration. While the Danish
mail service functioned rather well, the do-
mestic mail service was irvegular and often
delayed. The steamer to Copenhagen fre-
quently had to sail without having reeeived
the inland mail.

A big step forward was made with the
law of February 26, 1872, which established
an Ieelandie Postal Administration having
jurisdietion over the inland mail, but under
the supervision of the Danish General Post
Office at Copenhagen. The latter maintained
control of the mail service to Denmark and
to foreign countries. The new administration
established a General Post Office at Reyk-
javik and during 1873 opened 18 post offices
in the various parts of the country. In addi-
tion, 58 letter collecting agencies were ere-
ated during the same period, subordinated
to the post offices. During the following
vears, until the end of the elas+ie s'amy
period in 1876, four more post offices and
five letter collecting agencies were opened
and 7 post offices as well as 18 letter col-
lecting agencies elosed, some of them after
only a few weeks of operation. At the end
of the classie stamp period, on July 31, 1876,
15 post offices and 45 letter collecting
agencies were funetioning, Mail on the in-
land mail routes was carried on foot, some-
times with the help of packhorses, oecasion-
ally also by earriages. Coastal ships were
required to take mail to the ports at which
they ealled. The mail serviee to and from
Denmark and foreign countries was, by an
agreement of Sept. 26, 1872, entrusted to
the Danish postal service. No further changes
took place in this setup during the classie
stamp period. On July 1, 1875 Iceland,
through the faet that it was considered a
Danish eolony, beeame a member of the
Universal Postal Union.

The primitive condition of the mail serviee
in Ieeland is also recognizable by the number
of pieces of mail carried by the Ieelandie
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mail service. In 1874, about 30,000 pieces of
mail were carried, less than half a piece a
year per head of the population. In 1876,
at the end of the elassic stamp period, the
figure had risen only slightly to 33,500
pieces a year.

As in Denmark, the eurrency during the
classie stamp period was the Rigsdaler (rl)
divided into 96 Skilling (sk). On Jan. 1,
1875, simultaneously with Denmark, a new
eurreney was introduced, on the same basis
as there, but with different names for the
units: 1 krona (kr, plural kronur) equivalent
to 100 Aurar (aur, singular eyrir). lrd was
equivalent to 2k, therefore 1sk about 2 aurar,
To make up for the 49, difference, because
1k (100 aur) was only 48sk, the relation
2 to 1 was used only for the amounts up to
11sk, while for higher amounts 1 to 4 aur
were added to the aurar amount fo arrive at
the correet equivalent. — For the weight, the
metrie system was used, 1 pund (pound) was
divided into 100 kvint; one kvint was equiva-
lent to 5 grams. Distances were measured
by the metrie system, as in Denmark.

We terminate the classie stamp period of
Teeland with the introduetion of the kronur
curreney on the stamps, which took place on
August 1, 1876, Therefore, as for Denmark,
only the stamps in skilling curreney are
considered in this monograph.,

Ieeland first used Danish stamps and
stationery. Such Postage Stamps were intro-
duced on March 1, 1870, Postal Envelopes
and Postal Cards on April 1, 1871. The
country introduced its own stamps, Postage
Stamps and Official Stamps, on Jan. 1,
1878 ; no postal stationery was in use from
that date until after the end of the classie
stamp period.

The postal rates which eame into foree
simultaneously with the introduction of post-
age stamps, on Mareh 1, 1870, were estab-
lished only for mail to Denmark, the domes-
tic mail serviee on the land routes at that
time was free. For letfers to Denmark the
rate was 8sk up to 15g and 16sk over 15z
up to 250g, which was the maximum weight
allowed. Printed matter and samples paid
half of the letter rate. The registration fee
was 8sk. Money letters paid, in addition to
the postage, 8sk up to 50rd value, 16sk over
50 to 100rd value and 16sk for every addi-
tional 100rd value. Money orders cost 12sk
up to 25rd and 24sk up to 50rd, which was
the maximum. For parcels 16sk was charged
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up to 1 1b, 32sk over 1 Ib to 2 Ib and 48sk
over 2 1b up to 5 1b, which was the limit.
Ship mail between Reykjavik and Seydisf-
jirdur paid half the above rates, exept for
the registration fee whieh was also 8sk. For
unpaid mail, as far as it wasg accepted, a
509 surtax was colleeted from the addres-
see. On April 1, 1871, redueed rates eame
into foree. All letters up to 250g now paid
8sk, printed matter and samples 4sk. For
money letters, 16sk was now charged per
100rd wvalue in addition to the postage,
parcels paid 12sk plus 4sk per 1b. Money
orders were 4sk per 15rd, with a maximum
of 60rd, Unpaid mail now paid a surcharge
of 1007, but unpaid printed matter was
charged double the letter rate. When the
Teelandiec Postal Service was established on
Jan. 1, 1873, it abolished the free domestie
postage. The first domestie letter rates were
established on April 1, 1873, namely for
letters 4sk up to 13g, 8sk over 15g to 125z
and 12sk over 125 to 250g. For loeal letters,
only halt of the postage was charged. Print-
ol matter and samples paid half the letter
rates, with a minimum of 4sk, mouney letters
4sk for every 100rd in addition to the post-
age, pareels 16sk per 1h up to the maximum
of 5 1. Registration fee was 8sk. Therc were
special fees for other services, as eounting
of the money in money letters, writing of
addresses, wrapping, sealing, ete. For unpaiil
mail, double postage was collected. For mail
to Denmark, generally double inlaud rates
went into foree for letters on Jan. 1, 1873,
namely 8sk up to 15g, 16sk from 15 to 125g
and 24sk from 125 to 250g. Printed matter
and samples cost 8sk up to 125g and 16sk
from 125 to 250g. The additional fee for
money letters was 123k for every 100rd
value, and pareels paid 12sk plus 4sk per
pound, if sent overland in Teeland 16sk per
b more. Moncy orders cost 12sk for every
15rd, to a maximom of 60rd. Registration
fee was 8sk. Mail to foreign countries paid
various rates. On Jan. 1, 1875, the rates
were established in the new currency but
until Aug. 1, 1876, still had to be paid with
stamps in skilling enrrency. The three domes-
tie letter rates were now 10aur (5sk), 20aur
(10sk) and S0aur (158sk), printed matter
and samples cost 10aur (5sk) and 20aur
(10sk). The wvalue fee for money letters
was Saur (214sk) for 100kr; for money
orders 20aur (10sk) for each 30kr was to be
paid (maximum SUaur — 39sk). Parcels cost
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30aur (15sk) for each 1b. Registration fee
now was 20aur (10sk). To Denmark, the
letter rates now were 16aur (8sk), 30aur
(15sk) and 50aur (24sk), printed matter
cost 16aur (8sk) and 25aur (12sk), the
value fee for money letters was 25aur (12sk)
for 100kr value. Pareels paid 25aur (12sk)
plug 10aur (5sk) per b, For money orders,
the eharge was 20aur (10sk) per 30kr. Regis-
tration fee was 16aur (8sk). To foreign eoun-
trics, varied rates were in foree, but on July
1, 1875 the rates of the Universal Postal
Union were introdueed, namely for mail to
Burope 20aur (10sk) for each 15g letter
and Gaur (3sk) for each 50g printed matter
or sample. The registration fee was l6anr
(8sk). Speeial surcharges were colleeted to
countries outside Europe.

When postage stamps were introduced in
Teeland on Mareh 1, 1870, five denomina-
tiong were put on sale, namely Danish post-
age stamps of sk, sk, 4sk, Ssk and 16sk.
The 4sk value was neeessary only for letfers
between Revkjavik and Seydistjordur, as
well as for printed matter, while for all other
mail the lowest fee was 8sk, and this value,
together with the 16isk, constituted by far
the majority of the Danish stamps used in
Teeland, The 2sk was needed only for printed
matter between Reykjavik and Seydist jordur,
which eertainly did mot amount to muech.
Otherwise, this denomination as well as the
3sk seem to have heen usable ouly in combin-
ations and on mail to forelgn ecountries.
The need for higher values led to the intro-
duetion of the Danish 48s% stamp in Teeland
on April 1, 1871, but very few of these
stamps seem to have been used. Therefore,
when Teeland issued its own postage stamps
on Jan. 1, 1873, ounly four denominations
were introduced first, namely 2sk, 4sk, Ssk
and 16sk. A sk denomination followed a
few months later, it was probably first put
on sale on April 1, 1873, The official postage
stamps, whiel were introduced simultaneous-
ly with the first Ieelandie postage stamps,
consisted  only of two denominations, sk
and &sk. During the period of use of Danish
postage stamps, postal stationery was intro-
dueed also, on April 1, 1871, namely Danish
postal envelopes of Zsk and 4sk and Danish
postal cards of Zsk and 4sk. No postal stat-
ionery was in use during the elassie stamyp
period from Jan. 1, 1873 on.

The Danish stamps and stalionery were
withdrawn  from use and demonetized ou
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Dee. 31, 1872, the day before the first Iee-
landie stamps in skilling eurreney were intro-
duced, These skilling stamps remained in
use until July 31, 1876, on which day they
were withdrawn and  demonetized, because
the new stamps in gurar eurreney were issued
on the following day.

The uxe of stamps was obligatory from
their introduetion on. Unpaid letters were
aceepted with a surtax, which was first 509,
from April 1, 1871 on 1009, and which was
collected from the addressee. Such unpaid
letters are searee, but a few are known,
Registered letters, printed matter and sam-
ples were accepted only when they were
prepaild by the sender. When unfranked
printed matter or samples were found in
mail boxes, they were treated as letters and
double letter rates eollectel from the addres-
B,

The printing material and the stamps of
leeland were manufactured by the same en-
gravers and printers who were respousible
for the eontemporary stamps of Denmark.
The faets given for the Denmark stamps —
in Volume I1I, pages 81 to 88 — to a large
part also apply to the stamps of Ieeland.
We will relute ouly those data which differ
from those reported for the stamps of Den-
mark.

The design of the first Teeland stamps
was similar to that of the eontemporary
Denmark stamps. The ecenter was identieal
and only the frame differed. This frame
originated from an essay for a 48sk of Den-
murk which had been rejected and now was
adapted for use in leeland. In eontrast to
Denmark, the official stamps were printed
in the same design as the postage stamps,
differing only in the inseription and in the
colors. The design was the work of the en-
graver I’. C. Batz of Copenhagen.

Ouly one die was cut in steel which was
used for all denominations of the postage
stamps and the offieial stamps. It had no
inseriptions except for the country’s name
ISLAND at top. This master die was also
made by the engraver P. C, Batz.

To obtain the printing material, seven
stercotypes were obtained from the mastor
die, and the inseriptions for the five denom-
inations of the postage stamps and the two
official stamps engraved, for cach denom-
ination separately. This engraving consistad
uf the large figure of value in the eenter
as well as POSTFRIM. (abbreviation for
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“Pogtfrimerki”) for the postage stamps and
PJON. FRIM. (“Pjonustu Frimerki”) for
the official stamps, in hoth cases followed
by the abbreviated vulue indication, for
example “4 Sk.” These secondary dies were
used for the manufaeture of the eliches for
the printing. For the small printings of the
leeland stamps, it sesmed more ceonomieal
to work with small settings, as at those times
nmetal was expensive and labor eheap. There-
fure, only twenty-five stereotypes were made
for each denomination and assembled to a
setting of 5x5. The eliches were spaced rather
widely, 344mm. between rows as well as be-
tween colummns, There was no margin print
exeept for needle dots to facilitate the per-
forating process, All printing material was
manufactured by the H. H. Thiele Printing
Works of Copenhagen which also printed the
stamps.

The printing, which was done on the letter-
press, was rather complieated, as the printers
had to supply sheets of 100 stamps while
the settings consisted only of 25 stereos.
Therefore each sheet of paper had to go
threugh the printing press four times to
be complete, a task which was accomplished
with rather surprising aceuracy, the spaee
between  the four quarters of the sheets
usually being just as wide as that between
the cliches of the setting, and no greater
differences than lmm, are noticeable, The
printing was also rather earveful in all other
respeets, and aside from oceasional over-
inking it was uniform and well done.

The same watermarked machine-made pa-
per as for the contemporary Denmark stamps
was used. It was thin and brittle. Each
stamp had a erown as watermark, and the
margin watermark showed a erown in each
of the top eorners and a posthorn in each of
the bottom corners, with KGL. POST-
FRMK. in double-lined Roman eapitals on
all four sides, Occasionally, the printing was
shifted, so that stamps ean be found with
parts of the margin watermark or, as excep-
tion, entirely without watermark. All values
of the postage stamps (the 4sk only perf.
14x1314, the 16sk in both perforations) and
the 4sk official stamp (perf. 1214 only) were
found with inverted watermark; these are
searee to rare,

The eolor scheme for the first stamps of
leeland was partly related to that of the
Denmark issue of 1870, The differences seem
to have to do with the faet that the con-
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temporary Denmark stamps were bhicolored
while the Teeland stamps were printed only
in one eolor. For the 2Zsk, sk and 8Ssk the
basie colors were the same, namely blue,
carmine and brown, but for the Jsk (Den-
mark lilac) gray and for the 76sk (Den-
mark green) yellow was chosen. While the
official stamps in Denmark had a different
design but the same color scheme as the
postage stamps, the same design but other
colors were used for Teeland's official stamps,
namely green for the 4sk and Tilae for the
Ssk, ineidentally the same two ecolors which
were used for the Danish 3sk and 16sk, but
not used for the same denominations of the
Tecland stamps; in that way they were fre:
to be used for the official stamps of Leeland.

The inks used for the Tecland stamps were
rather wnitorm, and no shades of any sig-
uifieanee ean be found. The variations of
the color of the 8sk official stamp are due
to various faectors after the printing which
influenced the delicate lilac eolor of th's
stamp.

The gum used for the first Lecland stamps
was yellowish to brownish, it penetrated the
paper and made it transparent, inereasing
its brittleness,

The same perforafion devices as used for
the eontemporary stamps of Denmark were
employed for the first Teeland stamps, name-
Iy a comb perforation 14x1314 (14x16 perfs)
and a line perforation 1214. Of the postage
stamps, 2sk, 4sk, 8sk and 16sk exist in CP
14x1314, 3sk, 4sk and 16sk in LP 1214, Of
the official stamps, the 4sk exists in both
perforations, the 8sk only in CP 14x13v4.
The perforations run through all sheet mar-
gins for LI 1214, while for CP 14x1314 ouly
the bottom  sheet  margin is  perforated
through, On a few sheets in LP 1214, the
margin perforation was omitted, so that
stamps with attached sheet margin, without
perforation hetween, exist. Such varieties
are known of the l6sk postage stamp (mar-
gin at left or at right) and of the 4sk
official stamp (margin at left or at top).
ATl values except the 3sk also exist imperf-
orate and multiples are known of them, They
are, exeept for the 8sk official stamp, un-
gummed and come from sample sheets which
seent to have been lifted from the of fieial
files. The imperforate 4sk also exists with
inverted watermark, Some entalogs also list
the Gsk imperforate, hut we have never seen
a multiple, and as long as there s no proof
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to the contrary, we must consider the sup-
posed imperforate 3sk stamps as elipped
wide-margined perforated copics.

The first Teeland stamps were issued in
sheets of 100, as printed. As in Denmark,
a quantity discount of 49, was given on the
purchase of full sheets of stamps. Rather
small guantitics were printed of all thesc
stamps, according to the official records,
namely, of the postage stamps, 40,000 copies
cach of the 2sk, 8sk and 16sk, 25,000 e¢opics
of the 3sk aund 100,000 copies of the 4sk,
while of the official stamps, 50,000 copics
dsk and 30,000 copies 8sk were made.

When the Teeland stamps in Skilling eur-
rency were demonetized on July 31, 1876,
despite the small quantities prinfed con-
siderable remainders were left in the hands
of the postal administration. No figures are
available, but it scews that of most denom-
inations, although they were in use for more
than 314 years, only a fraction of the stamps
prioted was actually used on mail, This is
also evident from the faet that in these 314
years roughly 110,000 pieces of mail were
handled by the post offices in Leeland, which
certainly eould not use up the 323,000 stamps
printed. Shortly after the demonetization,
the Ieelandie postal administration started
to sell mixed lots of the demonetized stamps
to stamp dealers. These sales show that prae-
tieally no 4sk officials, perf, 14x1314, were in
the remainders, and that of the 2sk and 16sk,
pert. 14x1314, only small quantities were
available, while of the other values there
was a larger supply, especially of the 4sk
officials, perf, 1214, as well as the 4sk,
perf, 14x1314, and of the 16sk, perf. 1214,
postage stamps. Therefore, except for the
4sk official, perf. 14x1314, none of these
stamps are really searee in wnused condition,
and most of them arve readily available in
multiples. Unused blocks of four are known
of all denominations and in all perforations,
Even full sheets of 100 have been preserved
of several of them; we know of the postage
stamps 4sk, 8sk and 163k, perf. 14x1314,
and losk, perf. 1204, as well as the 4sk,
pert. 1214 of the offiecials.

In great contrast to the relative abundance
of unused eopies, it is rather difficult to
get the early Teeland stamps genuinely wsed.
1t is even hard to get aceeptable single
copies, and if we look for multiples, the
going becomes veally difficult, The rates
generally did not make the use of multiples
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Fig. 112 (Helen Forster Novy Collection)

necessary. Pairs are rave, and we doubt that
they exist of all denominations; we have
seen them ounly of the 3sk and of the 8sk
of fieinls. We have also seen a strip of three
of the latter, but no strips of other denomin-
ations and, of course, no blocks of any of
them.

The stamps of the first issue of Ieeland
on entires belong to the eover rarities. Only
few covers seem to have survived, and weo
kuow less than a dozen entires with these
stamps, almost all of them addressed to
Copenhagen while domestic mail does not
seem to have been preserved at all. This
seems to be the reason that we have never
seen any of the officials on entives. Neither
have we seen the Zsk or 3sk alone used on
entire; it seems that they were used mostly
to pay the 8sk rate to Denmark by using
two 3sk and one 2sk (Fig, 112). In any
case, all covers with Iecland stamps in Skil-
ling eurrency are rarities, and they fetch
very high prices when one of the few known
ones is offered. There are no first day covers
or even first day caneellations off cover
known, and there are no emergeney or mixed
frankings on record.

When Danish stamps were introdueed in
Iceland on Mareh 1, 1870, the 1864 issue was
current in Denmark, and therefore the first
shipment or shipments contained stamps of
that issue. Although all five denominations
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of the postage stamps were sent to Reyk-
Javik, only 2sk, 4sk, 8sk and 16sk were found
with Ieelandie cancellation, while no copy of
the 3sk seems to have survived. A few months
later, the 1870 issue was introdueed in 1en-
mark, and further shipments of stamps to
Ieeland consisted of stamps of that issue.
Although again all six denominations were
sent to leeland, only four are known with
Ieelandie eancellation, namely 3sk, 4sk, 8sk
and 16sk, while no copies of the 2sk and 48sk
proving their use in Iceland seem to have
been preserved. We have no evidenee that
of the 2sk and 4sk also stamps with LP 121/
were sent to Ieeland. The 4sk Denmark of
1858 also has been rveported with Ieeland
cancellation, but we have not seen it. As all
Skilling stamps of Denmark remained valid
for postage long after 1870, such use of an
older stamp, probably brought over by a
traveller or sent for return postage, seems
possible. We have never scen any Danish
stamps on entires from Ieeland, and it seems
that no sueh covers have survived. Therefore,
no first day eovers with thess stamps exist,
and wo first day of use can be proven
on stamps off cover. Only about a year
after the introduction of adhesives, early in
1871, Danish postal envelopes and postal
cards were also sent to Teeland, Of the envel-
opes, both denominations of the 1866 issne,
2sk and 4sk, were seut, of the eards both
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denominations, 2sk and 4sk, of the issue of
April 1, 1871. As far as we could ascertain,
none of these postal stationery items has
been found used in leeland, although their
use is confirmed by the files and by news-
paper reports.

Of none of the Skilling stamps of Teeland
Reprints exist, but for a not too expensive
field, elassie Teeland is rather well supplied
with Forgeries and Fakes. The whole set of
postage and official stamps was imitated
several times, but all these forgeries are
rather erude and ean mislead only a begin-
ner, despite the faked watermark they some-
times have. More dangerous are fakes, which
either eoncern the perforation or the eaneel-
lation. Stamps in the eheaper perforation —
of the postage stamps the 4sk, perf. 14x1314
and the 16sk, perf. 1214, of the officials the
4sk, perf. 1214—are reperforated to simulate
the searcer perforation. In regard to faked
eanecellations, two kinds ean be distinguished,
the so-called “remainder” eancellations and
enneellations with imitation postmarks, The
buyer of the remainders seems to have ob-
tained one of the later Reykjavik postmarks
in sans-serif type, but with the date also in
figures of the same type — not, as the first
Danish postmark, with the date in Roman
type figures — and canecelling-to-order of
remaiiider stamps with other sueh postmarks,
which were introduced after the demone-
tization of the Skilling stamps, also seems to
have done. Such “remainder” eancel-
lations actually are fakes, and stamps can-
eelled in this way should not be aceepted
as genuine by a eareful eollector. This is,
of course, also true for eancellations with
faked postmarks, some of them imitating
existing ones, others — as for example a
target eanceller — being pure phantasy.

One of the troubles the collector of Teeland
stamps encounters is related to their con-
dition. Their very brittle paper makes it
difficult to obtain stamps which will satisfy
the eolleetor who wants his stamps perfect.
Unused stamps still ean be obtained in such
eondition, although a large majority of the
stamps offered and in dealer stocks is faulty,
especially in respeet to the perforation, he-
eanse the slightest bend or ereas: makes
perforations or even whole corners come off,
This ealamity is still greater for used eopies,
as 95% of all preserved copies have short
perforations, rounded eorners or even more
serious faults. Perfeet used copies are rare
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and sought after, so that they will feteh
high prices when offered at auection. The
average collector will have to be satisfied
with stamps which have imperfections, other-
wise he will be unable to fill the spaees of
his album, espeeially when he is looking
for used copies.

The story of the postmarks of leeland is
a very short one. During the pre-stamp
period, no postmarks seem to have been in
use, at least no indieations exist and no ex-
amples of sueh use were found. The first
postmarks were officially introduced simul-
tancously with the Danish stamps, on Mareh
1, 1870, At that time, the two post offices
which were established, Reykjavik and Sey-
disfjérdur, supposedly each obtained a town
postmark and a numeral eaneeller, in the
contemporary Danish design, the first being
a single eirele with the town name in sans-
serif letters and the date in Roman type
figures, the second a three-ring eanceller
with the numbers “236" and “237” in the
center. But only the two postmarks of Reyk-
javik, the eirvele town as well as the “236"
caneeller, are known used on stamps, while
those of Seydisfjiordur have not been found,
and it seems doubtful whether any eancel-
lations of this small post office have sur-
vived on the classic stamps. When Ieeland
took the postal serviee in its own hands, these
Danish-type postmarks remained in use, but
new postmarks were introduced, single cireles
with the town name and the date (day and
month in figures), all in Roman type. This
first Icelandie type of postmarks — and the
last one to be found during the elassie stamp
period — is known from Revkjavik and
the fifteen original post offices, as well
as from five more post offices which were
opened during the elassic stamp period.

The letter colleeting agencies had no post-
marks during the classic stamp period. The
stamps on letters mailed at sueh agencies
were cancelled at the first post offiee they
reached. In the rare cases when a piece of
mail went from one ageney to another with-
out touching a post office, manuseript can-
cellation seems to have been used.

While the Danish stamps used in Ieeland,
as far as we ean ascertain, are known ean-
celled only with the numeral eanceller “236"
of Reykjavik, the town postmark being put
alongside of the stamps on the mail, the
first Teeland stamps were generally eancelled
by the Ieelandie type of town postmarks,

275



of whieh Reykjavik is by far the most com-
mon and all other towns are scareer, some
rare to very rare. Oeccasionally, Reykjavik
used the old Danish town postmark or even
the “236" eanceller on the first Ieelandie
stamps, but suel cancellations, especially
with the numeral eanceller, are searee. We
can also find these stamps with the eancel-
lations of foreign ports, obyviously from let-
ters posted direetly on the ships sailing from
Ieeland, notably the Danish eancellers “17
of Copenhagen and “238" of Thorshaven on
the Faroe Islands. All together, the variety
of eancellations is not great, hut no colleetor
ean ever expeet to get complete the about
25 different postmarks which are known on
the elassic stamps of lLeeland.

All postmarks on Ieeland stamps during
the classie stamp period are struek in black,
and colored eancellations o not seem  to
oxist,

The literafure about leeland is not very
extensive. The best hook dealing with the
pestal history is E. A. (. Carde’s “Icclandie
Posts 1776-1919", published in 1947, which is
written in English and provides a very thor-
ough insight into postal conditions. Coneern-
ing the stamps, the Kohl Handbook compiled
all available information, but the resulting
monograph does not deal mueh with the
printing material of the elassie issues, which
study seems to have heen negleeted. No Eng-
lish translation has been published. Other
literature is less important or outdated, but
some articles scattered in the philatelic press
contain information not to be found in other
places.

The Seott Catalog lists for the classie
period of Iceland seven postage stamps and
three official stamps. But three of these
stamps are only perforation varieties and
therefore not necessarily main eatalog num-
bers, which reduces the number of Ieeland
stamps  with have to deal to
seven, All these stamps are more expen-
sive used than unused; unused the total
eatalog value is $85, used $168. The highest
priced stamps belong to the postage stamps,
unused the 2sk ($30), used the 3sk ($70).
The eheapest stamps unused list $5 (16sk
postage, 4sk offieial), used $514 (4sk offi-
cial). Therefore, there is no stamp which
lists less than $5, but the majority lists $10
or less, namely four unused and three used.
This makes classie Teeland still a country
for the colleetor of small means, although it

whieh we
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certainly is not the material a colleeting kid
is due to aequire. This is, of course, only
valid for fine eondition whieh is in any case
a problem. The generally bad eentering —
ecrtain values come almost always badly off
eenter — combined with the diffieulty to
obtain stamps without defects, contributes
to the unattractivencss of the average Tee-
land material of the elassic period. Fine used
copies are mueh more clusive than the eata-
log prices indicate, to which the faet eontri-
butes a lot that many copies with the undesir-
able remainder canecllations are around. The
eollector of stamps on cover will have a real
hard time with Teeland, as there is little
or no material available, the few examples
of use of the stamps on entires being the
cherished highlights of the rather few exist-
ing speecialized colleetions of Teeland.

ATl together, colleeting elassiec Teeland is
mueh more difficnlt than it wounld seem for
a country whiel issued only seven stamps,
none of them considered to he rarities. The
lack of sufficicut material will discourage
a ecollector who enters the field, and he
will soon give up if he is not of the hardy
type which obtains stimulation from the
difficulties encountered in the task. If he is
patient and ean wait, a ecolleetor may he
able to assemble within a decade or two an
Teeland eolleetion of merit, but a ecolleetor
who is impatient and eannot wait will make
himself a nuisance to the dealers whom he
approaches for material they do not have
and eannot obtain. He will end up as a
frustrated eolleetor of material whieh exists
hut is not available and which he therefore
is unable to acquire rapidly.

(Next: XXII. lowian Islands)

All Mail reaching us
after Jan. 15, 1959
should be sent to
our new location

10 East 40th Street
New York 16, N. Y.

Our new telephone number
will be

MUrray Hill 3-6745
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