EUROPEAN

XVIll. HANOVER

The Kingdom of Hanover — spelled Han-
nover in German — one of the Old German
States and a member of the German Con-
federation, was situated in the northwest
corner of Germany. Tt covered a ferritory
of 14,800 square miles, with a population
of 1,820,000 in 1852 and 1,940,000 in 1866.
The borders were rather com-
plicated because it was divided into three
parts which were separated by fhe Grand
Duchy of Oldenburg and the Free City of
Bremen on fthe one hand and the Duchy
of Brunswick on the other hand. The outside
horders were fo the north the North Sea,
to the west the Netherlands, to the South-
west  Prussia (Province of Westphalia),
Sehaumburg-Lippe and Lippe-Detmold, to
‘the south Hesse and Prussia (Provinee
of Baxony}, to the east Prussin (Provinee
of Brandenburg) and to the northeast the
Elbe  river, Mecklenburg - Sehwerin,
Lauenburg, Hamburg (ineluding  Berge-
dort) and Holstein on the opposite hank.—
The capital was the eity of Hanover (Iau-
nover), which gave the country its name,
derived the German “Hohenufer”
whieh means “high bank”. Tt had almost
50,000 inhabitants in 1852 and 74,000 in 1866,

The early History of Hanover is merged
with that of Brunswielk — see page 25,
volume ITT — and only in the 16th century
was  the mnueleus of the later Hanover
formed, when in 1512 the Guelph duchies
of Calenberg and Gittingen were united;
they passed in 1634 to the house of Bruns-
wick-Liineburg and in 163€, the ecity of
Hanover became the capital. Duke Ernst
of Calenberg beeame an eleetor (Churfiirst)
of the German Empire in 1692 and through
marriage established a claim to the throne
of Great Britain, In 1714, Duke Georg
Ludwig under the name of George T beeame
King of Great DBritain and both
countries, Trom then on Hanover was
governed by the Hanoverian Chanecellery in
London, but actually the king preferred
Hanover as place of Several
small additions of territory were made but,
during the Napoleonic wars, Hanover was
a favored target of the Trench, who in
this way wanted to hit at Great Britain.
The country was ocenpied several times by
the Freneh and Prussians alternately. In
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1807, the southern part was added to the
kingdom of Westphalia and in 1810 the
northern part was incorporated into the
French Empire, where it was divided up
and integrated into no less than six French
departements, namely 123 (Ems Occidental),
124 (Ems Orviental), 128 (Bouches de
I'Elbe), 129 (Bouches de Weser), 130 (Ems
Superieur) and 131 (Lippe). After the
liberation, the country beecame independent
and was made a kingdom, with territorial
gaing, The personal union with Great Bri-
tain remained intaet, the kings of Hanover
being also kings of Great DBrifain. This
lasted until 1837, when King William IV
died without male heirs. By the laws of
Hanover no woman eould aseend the throne,
therefore William’s danghter beeame Queen
Vietoria of England, but in Hanover Ernst
August, Duke of Cumberland, a son of
George ITT, became king. Hanover had
joined the German Confederation in 1815
and  participated in  the wars against
Denmark in 1848 and 1864. A econstitution
was adopted in 1819, but two revolutions
(1830 and 1848) were necessary to liberalize
it and put it into effect. King Ernst August
died in 1851 and was succeeded by his son,
King Georg V. In 1866, Hanover joined
Austria in the fight for the hegemony in
Germany, Although vietorious on the battle-
field, the country had fo eapitulate after
the defeat of Austria and was annexed by
Prussia on Oect. 3, 1866, becoming a Prus-
sian provinee,

The Postal History of Hanover is strongly
interwoven with that of Brunswick. An
organized postal serviee for private mail
existed from 1682, when the first postal
regulations were cstablished. The postal
service of the “Reichspost”, conducted by
the Thwn and Taxis family, frequently
eneroached on the postal rights of Ilanover
but only in 1748 were the first Thurn and
Taxis post offices established on Hanover
territory. They were for the foreign mail
serviee, while the domestie serviee remained
unchanged. At that time, it worked wumder
the name “Kinigliche und Churfiirstliche
Post”, but after the wunion with Great
PBritain, the name “Konigliche Grosshritan-
nisehe und  Churfiirstliche Braunschweig-
Liineburgsehe Post” was adopted. Tn 1790,
together with DBrunswick, Hanover elosed
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the post offices of the Reiehspost and took
over all postal serviee, A “General Post-
Directorium” was established in 1800. Dur-
ing the troublesome years of the Napoleonic
wars, with their frequent changes of au-
thority, the post offices were greatly af-
fected, especially during the French oe-
cupation, when the postal serviee was
reorganized along the lines of the postal
service in France proper. Part of the post
offices now belonged to the kingdom of
Westphalin, part to various French departe-
ments, When the independent kingdom was
established in 1815, a complete reorganiza-
tion of the postal service took plaee; it
now took the name of “Kiniglich Gross-
britannisch-IMannoversehe Post”, which was
ehanged in 1837, when the personal union
with Great Britain was abolished, to “Koni-
glich Hannoversche Post”. Two kinds of
postal establishments existed, post offices
(“Postamt”) and postal agenecies (“Post-
spedition™), the latter under the supervision
of the former. When postage stamps were
introduced on Deeember 1, 1850, there
existed 23 post offices and about 190 postal
ageneies. While the number of post offices
inereased only by one, a number of new
postal ageneies were established and several
closed in the following years, so that on
Sept. 30, 1866 there were 24 post offices
and about 230 postal agencies in Hanover.
A rural mail service had been organized
soon after 1815, but only in 1853 was it
consolidated by the establishment of letter
colleeting agenecies, of which until 1866
abont 200 existed. At Hanover, a railroad
post office was established, which super-
vised travelling post offices on the Hanover-
Geestemiinde, Hanover - Osnabriick - Emden,
Hanover-Harburg and Hanover-Cassel rail-
roads. From June 1, 1851, Hanover was a
member of the German-Austrian DPostal
Union.

Hanover had a number of post offices
on foreign soil. On Bremen territory, Han-
over post offices existed at Bremen from
1677, at Bremerhaven from 1848 and at
Vegesack from January 1, 1852, These post
offices were elosed on December 31, 1866,
after they had been taken over by the
Prussian mail serviece on July 23, 1866. On
Hamburg territory ITanover post offices
operated at Hamburg from 1684 and at
Ritzebiittel from January 1, 1852. Both
post offices were taken over on June 16
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1866 by the Prussian mail service and were
consolidated with the Prussian post offices
soon thereafter. There were also Hanover
post offices at Lubeck and Bergedorf, but
they were elosed in 1845 and 1846 respee-
tively, as well as in Bodenburg on Bruns-
wick territory (elosed in 1850) and Hagen-
burg on Lippe-Detmold territory (elosed on
September 30, 1859). Fieldpost offices
existed during the Napoleonic wars as well
as in 1848-49, 1858, 1864 and 1866.

There also existed a few private mail
services, but they were of little importance.
At Stade, the city counecil organized early
in the 19th century a regular mail service
to Hamburg, the “Stader Stadtbothen”.
They had several ageneies at Hamburg and
in addition to mail also earried passengers
and freight. The serviee later was leased
to the guild of ferryboat eaptains and
about 1843 was taken over by the govern-
ment. In the same period, a private mail
serviee existed from Stade to Freiburg in
Kehdingen, the “Kehdinger Landesbothen”;
this funetioned until the Sixties.

The Hanover Currency was the Thaler
(th), which was divided into 24 Gutegro-
schen (gg); one Gutegrosehen was in turn
divided into 12 Gutepfennig (gpf). For
the foreign mail serviee, the Thaler was
divided into 30 Silbergroschen (sg), each
equivalent to 12 Silberpfennig (spf). On
October 1, 1858, the separate Hanover cur-
reney was abolished and the Silbergroschen
eurrency was adopted, one Thaler now being
30 Groschen (g), one Groschen 10 Pfennig
(pt). — The unit of weight was the Han-
over Pound, equivalent to 467.7 grams. It
was divided into 32 Hanover Loth, each
equivalent to about 14 ounce. From Oet.
1, 1858, there was introduced the German
Pound, divided into 30 Loth. One German
Loth was equivalent to 114 Hanover Loth.
Distances were measured in IHanover Miles,
cach equivalent to 7419 meters.

The only Postal Stamps which were in-
troduced in Hanover were Postage Stamps,
for the domestic service on December 1,
1830, for the foreign serviee on July 21,
1831. — Of Postal Stationery, Envelopes
were introdueed on April 15, 1857, both for
domestic and foreign mail. Money Order
Cards were introduced in Adugust 1865, For
City Mail, special Letier Sheets came into
use on May 15, 1849 and Envelopes on
December 16, 1850, The private mail services
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did not use any stamps or stationery.

The postal rates were complicated by the
fact that until September 30, 1858 the
domestie rates were figured in Gutegroschen
curreney, while the foreign rates were
established in Silbergroschen currency, Defi-
nite rates were introduced on Oectober 1,
1850, just before the first adhesives were
igsued. In the domestic service — which
included the Hanover post offices abroad
— letters paid lgg up fo 114 Han. loth,
2gg from 1134 up to 21f Han. loth, 3gg from
214 up to 414 Han. loth and 4gg from
414 up to 9 Ian. loth. Letters over 9
Han. loth paid 1gg for each additional 114
Han. loth. For samples, the same fees were
charged, while for printed matter a reduced
rate of I4gg for each Han. loth was in
foree. The registration fee was lgg, the

fee for a refurn receipt also lgg. The de-

livery fee was 2gpf. City mail paid only
dgpf  without regard to weight and in
18553 a reduced rate of igg (6gpf) was
introduced, for loeal mail to and from the
rural distriets. When fhe change of enrrency
took place on Oectober 1, 1858, a completely
new rate seale was infroduced. Letters paid
now lg for each German loth. For samples
4 reduced rate was charged, namely lg to
2 German loth, 2¢ to 4 German loth, 3g
to 8 German loth, ete. Printed matter paid
3pf for each German loth. Registration and
Return Receipt Fees now were 1g; for mail-
ing reeeipts 14g was charged. The Delivery
Fee was 2pf, for registered letters 5pf.
City mail paid 5pf regardless of weight,
while for loeal mail 5pf for 1 German loth,
and 1g above this weight were now charged.
There were several small changes in the
rates later on, of which only the reduetion
to 5pt for each 2 German loth for printed
matfer, which eame info foree in 1863, was
of importance. Tor foreign mail, the rates
of the German-Austrian Postal Union were
introduced on June 1, 1831, to the eoun-
trics of fthe Union. Lefters paid for each
loth 1/30th  (1sg) up to 10 miles, 1/15th
(2sg) up to 20 miles and 1/10th (3sg)
over 20 miles. Samples paid the same rates
as letfers, while printed matter cost 14sg
for each loth. Registration fee was 1/15th.
From October 1, 1858, the same rates
remained in foree, but were now figured
in the new Groschen curreney, which in-
volved mo change as one Groschen -was
cquivalent to one Silbergroschen. The rates
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to countries which were not members of
the German-Austrian Postal Union varied
greatly; they were rather complicated and
often resulted in amounts involving one-half
or even onc-quarter Groschen.

The denominations of the Hanover stamps
fit the existing rates. Therefore, separate
stamps for domestic and foreign mail were
used until September 30, 1858. For the
domestic serviee, aetually only one value,
1gg for the letter rate, was issued on Dee-
ember 1, 1850, to which a lgg envelope was
added on April 15, 1857, For the foreign
service, stamps for the three letter rates,
1/30th (1sg), 1/15th (2sg) and 1/10th (3sg)
were issued on July 21, 1851 and envelopes
in the same denominations on April 15,
1857, Ounly one other value was issued before
the eurrency reform of Oetober 1, 1858,
namely a Jgpf (14sg) value for domestie
and  foreign printed matter, When the
change of currency oceurred, the lgg value
became obsolete and the stamps and en-
velopes originally issued for foreign mail
{1/30th, 1/15th, 1/10th) now beeame valid
for all kinds of mail, being sold for 1g,
2g and 3g, respectively. The 3gpf stamp
was now sold for 3pf (3/10sg). On Feh. 15,
1859, definite stamps of 3pf, 1g, 2g and 3g,
as well as, a few weeks earlier, envelopes
of Ig, Zg and 3g in the mew eurrency
were issued, New values were added twice,
on April 1, 1860, a t4¢g, for the loeal mail
servieg letter rate and as additional value
for foreign mail, and on Marech 1, 1861,
a ifg to faeilitate payment of high rates
on foreign mail. On December 1, 1863, the
printed matter stamp appeared with cor-
reeted value iudieation, 3pf (3/10sg) in-
stead of 3pf (V4sg). When money order
cards were issued in August 1863, two
values were infroduced, namely, Ig and 2g,
to cover the fees for this serviee. The eitfy
mail letter sheets and envelopes were issued
in the necessary denominations, Spf on
May 15, 1849, and 4pf on Nov. 4, 1858,

The faet that the two value indications
on the 3pf stamp did not exactly conform
to each other created a number of franking
curiosities. The stamp issned on April 15,
1853 had the value indieations 3(g)pf and
148g. But 3gpf was only 1/96th, while 14sg
was 1/90th. This difference became even
greater, when from October 1, 1858, the 3gpf
stamp was =old for 3pf, which was only
1/100th. This led to rather serious shortages
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in the postage when payment of other than
printed matter rates was made with 3pf
stamps. For example, the 1/30th rate could
be paid with three 3pf stamps (3x14sg),
for which the user actually had to pay
9gpf, which was only 1/32th. From October
1, 1858, three 3pf (l4sg) stamps were ac-
cepted for the 1g (10pf) rate, so the post
office obtained only 9pf instead of 10pf.
This led eventually, on December 1, 1863,
to a change in the inseription of the 3pf
from 14sg to 3/10sg, which prevented further
exploitation of this diserepancy.

The first stamp, the lgg for domestie
mail, was sold by the post offices beginning
November 30, 1850, although it became
valid for postage only on Deecember 1, 1850.
No premature use is known.

The wse of stamps commenced for do-
mestie letter mail on December 1, 1850.
But the use of stamps was not obligatory,
postage could be paid in eash at the same
rate cither by the sender or by the ad-
dressee. On letters weighing 9 Han. Joth
or more, postage had to be paid in ecash
and use of stamps was not permitted. From
October 1, 1858, the use of stamps became
obligatory and the addressee was charged
a 509, surtax on wunpaid letters, but for
letters weighing 15 loth or more payment
of postage had to be made in eash. On
foreign letter mail the use of stamps started
on July 21, 1851 to the countries of the
German-Austrian  Postal Union and was
obligatory ; for unpaid letters, the addressee
had to pay a surtax of lsg. To other foreign
conntries, use of stamps does not seem to
have been eompulsory and payment in eash
continued to be permitted. For printed
matter, the use of stamps started on April
15, 1853 and was obligatory; for unpaid
printed matter the letter rate was charged
to the addressce. For city mail, the ecity
mail letter sheets or envelopes had to be
nsed, which use was obligatory. On local
mail, the use of stamps started only on
April 1, 1860, as until then no I4g stamp
was available. The delivery fee generally
was colleeted in eash, but the I4g fee on
receipts sometimes was paid in stamps.

The post offices reeeived all stamps in
full sheets of 120, but the sale to the public
was to be made in strips, namely the lgg
and 3pf in vertieal columns of 12, the
1/30th, 1,15th and 1/10th in horizontal
rows of 10, The envelopes were also sold in

152

packages of 12(lgg) or 10(1sg, 2sg, 3sg).
Only when the new eurrency was infroduced
on Oectober 1, 1858, was this made uniform
and all stamps were now sold in horizontal
rows of 10 and the envelopes in packages
of 10. Of course, smaller quantities were
also available and especially the mail ear-
riers had single stamps for sale, for which
serviee they were entitled to charge vipf
extra for eaeh stamp or envelope. The 10g
value, issued in 1861, scems to have been
sold by most post offices but only by few
postal agencies, as it is known used from
only about 40 different places. The ecity
mail stationery was used in the city of
Hanover only and was not sold singly,
but only in packages of 12 for 3gg (letter
sheets) or 4gg (envelopes). After the new
curreney was introduced, the eity mail en-
velopes were sold in packages of 10 for
ag.

Al stamps and postal stationery of Han-
over were used up. When a new issue ap-
peared, the previons one was not withdrawn
but remained in nse until the supplies were
exhausted. The only exception were the 1gg
stamps and lgg envelopes, whiech beeame
useless by the new rates of Oetober 1,
1858 and therefore were withdrawn from
further sale the previous day, on September
30, 1858. They remained valid for postage
and were demonetized only together with
all other Hanover stamps and stationery,
one month after Prussia, on October 1, 1866,
took over the postal serviee and introduced
its own stamps. Therefore, all Hanover
stamps and stationery were withdrawn from
the post offices on September 30, 1866
and lost their validity for postage on Oect-
ober 51, 1866. There are known eases of
posthumous use, especially from Hamburg,
where the using up of Hanover stamps
seems to have been tolerated by the Prus-
sian  post office during November and
December 1866,

The designs of the Hanover stamps and
envelopes show more variety than those of
most other Old German States, as several
kinds of designs were used. The first stamps
of 1850-51 had a numeral design, in which
the value indieation on a shield — on the
lgg without currency indication, on the
1/30th, 1/15th and 1/10 with eurreney in-
dication — formed the eenter, with the
arms of Hanover above and ribbons with
the inseriptions forming the frame on the
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three other sides. The inseriptions eonsisted
of HANNOVER at bottom, FRANCO at
left and the value indication — EIN GGR.
for the lgg, EIN SGR., ZWEI SGR. and
DREI SGR. for the 1/30th, 1/15th and
1/10th respeetively — at right. The new
3pf value also had a numeral design, with
the value indication 3 PFENNIGE, HAN-
NOVER and ecrown in a shaded oval in the
venter, and ETN DRITTEL SILBER-
GROSCHEN in a ribbon above. Beginning
late in 1855, the eurrent stamps were issued
with a network underprint. First a narrow
network was used, for the 1,/10th only,
then a wider ome, with which 3pf, 1gg,
1/30th, 1/15th and 1/10th exist, The stamps
in the new enrrency featured the head of
King Georg V to the left, in a cirele of
pearls; the shaded frame shows the value
indication at top and HANNOVER at
‘bottom. The 14g stamp featured a posthorn,
with the erown above, HANNOVER at top
and 4 Grosehen at bottom. The design of
the 3pf was ehanged in 1863 ; the inseription
in the ribbon is nmow DREI ZEHNTEL
SILBERGROSCHEN, the other parts of
the design remained unchanged. For the
envelopes, an embossed oval was used with
the head of the king to the left. The
design was a copy of the envelope stamps
of other German States, which were also
manufactored by the Prussian State Print-
ing Works. Tt has ITANNOVER at fop and
the eurrency indieation at bottom. The
figure of value first was onee in a eirele
at bottem, on the envelopes in the new
currency twice, at left and right. On the
money order cards, stamps were imprinted
in the design of the contemporary adhesives.
For the eity mail letter sheets and envelopes,
first no design at all, only a simple hand-
stamp “Bestellgeld-frei” was used on a
printed form. In 1850, the same wording was
used in a eircular handstamp with a post-
horn in ecenter, also on a printed form.
On November 4, 1858, an embossed die with
the same inseription was introduced. It has
a shamroek and a posthorn in the center,
the shamrock being the arms of the ecity
of Hanover, These two symbols were re-
placed in 1861, when it was intended to
extend the eity mail service to other towus,
by a leaping horse, which is part of the
arms of the country. It has been proved
that the design of the first 1gg was the
work of the painter Anton Jiirgens of
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Hanover; it was adapted for the three
values 1/30th, 1/15th and 1/10th by the
engraver. The head of the 1859 issue was
designed by the engraver Brehmer of Han-
over, who was obviously strongly influenced
in his work by the contemporary stamps
of Franee. It is not known who designed
the 3pf and 14g stamps. The head for the
envelope stamps is also the work of Brehmer.
The designer of the stamps on the ecity
mail stationery is unknown.

All adhesives of Hanover were lelter-
press printed from typographed plates. The
envelopes were printed from single dies
which combined typography with embossing.
On the eity mail stationery, the stamps
first were  handstamped, from 1838 on
printed from single dies by {typography
combined with embaossing, all on letter-press
printed type-set forms.

For the adhesives, the original dies were
cut in steel. For the 1850-51 stamps, as
well as the new values of 3pf and Iig,
a separate die was made with the complete
design of each value by the engraver J.
Friedrich Fiekenscheer of Hanover. For
the 1859 issue, the die of the head was
executed by the engraver Brehmer of Han-
over, while the frame again seems to have
been the work of the engraver Fickenscheer.
As far as eould be ascertained, only a
master die without figure of value was
made for this issue. The change in the
inseription of the 3pf was made by way
of a working die; the ribbon with the old
inseription was removed and the new ribbon
and inseription were engraved in a matrix
taken from that altered die. I"or the envelope
stamps the head was executed by Brehmer,
the frames were the routine work of am
engraver of the Prussian State Printing
Works. A separate die was made for the
frame of each value and new dies for each
value were made when the change of eur-
reney oecurred in 1858. The handstamps
for the eity mail stationery were manufae-
tured at Hanover, the dies for the envelope
stamps of 1858 and 1861 cut in steel by
an engraver of the Prussian State Printing
Works.

To obtain the printing material for the
adhesives, a copper matrix was made of
each original die by the Royal Mint of
Hanover and was delivered to the printer,
Culemann’s Printing Works at Hanover.
For the 1859 head issue, for which only

153



a master die existed, a copper matrix was
made for each value and the figure of
value was engraved in its proper place.
The printers made from each copper matrix
as many stercos in type-metal mounted on
a lead base as were needed for a setting
of 120 plus a mnumber of replacement
stereos, assembled them in settings of 120
(10x12) each, and used these for the print-
ing of the stamps. While the first stamp,
the 1gg of 1850 had mno margin printing
of any kind, all other stamps had marginals
and some also other margin inseriptions.
The position of the marginals on the sheets
of the various values depended upon whether
the sale by the post offices was to be made
in horizontal rows of 10 or vertical eolumms
of 12, The marginals — 1 to 12 — were
on the left and right margin of all sheets
of the lgg and 3pf, of the last printing
(1858) of the 1/30th and 1/10th, as well
as of all values of the 1859 issue (Fig. 84,
85, 86, 87). Marginals on the top and
bhottom margin — 1 to 10 — had the earlier
printings (1851 to 1857) of the 1/30th,
1/15th and 1/10th (Fig. 88, 89). Of most
values, there several settings, for
whieh to a large extent the same stereos
plus a number of replacements were used,
so that the same stereo can be found in
various positions in fthe seftings.

were

The stereos of the settings were spaced
rather regularly but the spacing differed
for the various values. The rows of the lgg
of 1850 were spaced 114 to 3mm, the
columng 134 to 214mm., while the 1gg of
1851 as well as the 1/30th, 1/15th and
1/10th were spaced 2 to 24mm. between
the rows and 21 to 3mm. between the
eolumns, The marginals, depending upon
the various settings, on the sides were Dbe-
tween 214 and 6mm. away from the designs,
at top and bottom 2 to 5mm. The network
issue generally had narrower spacing, which
beeame still narrower in the last settings,
2 to 24mm. between rows, 114 to Zmm.
between columns. The marginals were here
still eloser to the design of the margin
stamps, only 1 to 3mm. The 1859-61 issue
was spaced 2mm. horizontally and vertieally,
only the 3pf was ecloser between ecolumns,
namely 14mm. The marginals were 2 to
4mm. away from the margin stereos.

Late in 1855, when it was deecided to
replace the colored paper by a colored
underprint, separate settings were assembled
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Fig. 85
Fig. 84
for the underprint, which exists in two
kinds, narrow and wide. Both consist of

of interlaced horizontal wavy
wave Smm. long, which were

a network
lines, cach
made — probably by the Royal Mint —
with the help of a guilloche machine. On
the mnarrow network, the wavy lines are
0.6mm. apart and each one shifted sideways
in respeet to the neighboring lines half
of a wave length. On the wide network,
the wavy lines are lmm. apart and also
shifted sideways half of a wave length.
The narrow network was used first and
for the 1/10th only, while with the wide
network all values eurrent at that time
exist, namely, the 1gg, 3pf, 1/30th, 1/15th
and 1/10th. The printing material was made
of type-metal, partly with a copper coating;
it counsisted for the narrow network of
four eliches, mounted on a wooden base,
1051 4mm.x145mm. For the wide network,
120 stercos were made, cach in the size
of a stamp; these were obtained from a
die, ent in steel and reproduced by means
of a copper mafrix; they were assembled
to a setting of 120 (10x12). Each setting
of the network wunderprint was eneclosed
in an ornamented frame, which showed
a system of wavy lines broken by an arrow-
type design. The frame was put fogether
from pieces and the type-set inseription
KONIGLICH HANNOVERSCHE TFRAN-

CO-MARKEN, placed above it at the top
margin (Fig. 90),

Fig. 88
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Fig. 87

the mnetwork issue, the
printer put markings on the bottom sheet
margin, signifying the various prinfings
and the wear of printing. The network
issue had these markings type-set in 134mm.
letters in the setting which printed the
network, therefore they are always in the
color of the network. First, in 1855 and

1856, the indication of the printing was

put in the left corner, for example “ITL. A",

with “A” standing for “Auflage” meaning

“printing”, while the year of printing was

in the right eorner (Fig. 84, 85, 89). In

1857, the year date was also moved to the

left corner and the inseription now read,

for example, “V. A. 1857", while there was

no inseription in the right corner. In 1858,

the printing indication was eliminated and

the year date alone remained in the left
corner, while the right eorner was without
ingeription (Fig. 86). This method was
continued for the 1859 issue, but the year
date, still at the left eorner of the bottom
margin, was now printed with the stamps
themselves and in figures of 334mm,, from

1862 234mm. in height (Fig. 87).

A survey of the known printing numbers
and year dates, as well as the position of
the marginals seems to be useful. We know
the following:

1851-53 No printing numbers and
no year dates. Marginals at left and
right (lgg, 3pf) or top and bottom
(1/30th, 1/15th, 1/10th).

1855 issue (narrow network):
1/10th: TI. A, at left, 1855.56 at right
(marginals at top and bottom)

1856 issue (wide network) :

1gg: VIIL A, at left, 1856 at right (mar-

ginals at left and right)
1858 at left (marginals at left and
right)

Ipf: II1. A, at left, 1856 at right (mar-

ginals at left and right)

V.A. 1857 at left (marginals at left
and right)

1858 at left (marginals at left and
right)
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Beginning with

issue:

Fig. 88, 89

1/80th: TIT.A. at left, 1856 at right
(marginals at top and Dbottom)
V. Aufl. 1857 (?) at left (marginals
at top and bottom)
1858 at left (marginals at left and
right)
1/15th: IV.A. at left, 1856 at right
(marginals at top and bottom)
1/10th: IV.A. at left, 1856 at right
(marginals at top and botfom)
1858 at left (marginals at left and
right)
1859-64 issue (all marginals at left and
right, year date at bottom left)
3pf rose: 1859, 1860, 1861, 1862
Ipf green: 1863; rvouletted 1863, 1864,
1865
L4g: 1860, 1862; rouletted 1863, 1864
1g: 1859, 1860, 1861, 1862, 1863; roun-
letted 1863, 1864, 1865, 1866
2g: 1859, 1860, 1861, 1862, 1863: rou-
letted 1864, 1865,
Jg yellow: 1859, 1860, 1861
g brown: 1861, 1862, 1863; rouletted
1864, 1865
10g: 1861
Tt scems that in some printings the setting
was taken apart, cleaned and re-assembled
or replacements of stereos made, so that
different settings exist with the same print-
ing number or year date., The year dates,
espeeially for the 1859-64 issue, give only
the wyear in whieh the sheet was prinfed
and do not refer to the printing; therefore
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several settings may exist with the same
year date,

The envelope stamps were prinfed from
single electrotypes obfained from the orig-
inal dies of each value. A printing form
contained four envelopes, which were cut
to the desirved shape and pasted after the
printing. The form for the money order
carils was type-set and the stamps included
in fhe setting; the seftings probably econ-
sisted of 8 eards. The eards were printed
on both sides and come in two main versions
of the printing on the reverse side, where
“Post-Casse” was changed to “Postkasse”
in 1866, For the eity mail stationery, the
nofes on the reverse side were type-set —
possibly stereotyped —— and letter-press
printed. The ornamented frame which was
added to the front of the letter sheets
and the envelopes, ag well as the ornaments
on the reverse side of the envelopes were
also  type-set, probably stereotyped. The
settings consisted of two letter-sheets or
envelopes, On all these the stamp was added
by a handstamp. From 1858, the ornaments
on the envelopes were eliminated and the
stamp applied in typography combined with
embossing in sefttings of four. The notes
on the back were again type-set, possibly
stercotyped, and added in a second printing,
probably in sheets of two envelopes. The
forms for the ecity mail stationery wuntil
1858 were printed by the Berenberg Printing
Works of Hanover, the handstamp applied
by the Ianover post office. From 1858 on,
the city mail envelopes alse were manufae-
tured by the Prussian State Printing Works.
We have no information who printed the
money order eards.

The ety mail stationery generally ean
bhe found in two types, owing to the use
of printing forms which contained two
letter sheets or two envelopes. The differ-
ences between the fypes are small, mainly
noticeable in the notes on the reverse side.
The frame of the letter sheets and envelopes
of 1850 showed the ornaments different in
cach corner. But sometimes in 1857, when
the settings were taken apart for cleaning,
the top right eorner ornament of the letter
sheet frame of one setfing was exchanged
for the top left cormer ornament of the
envelope frame of another setting. This
produced in the next printing two distinet
types for the letter sheet as well as the
envelope, one being as before, with four
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different corner ornaments, the other with
two ornaments identical, namely the bot-
tom left and the top right.

As the printing material consisted to a
large extent of the rather soft type-metal,
numerous  plate  flaws can  bhe  observed,
caused by damages to stereotypes. As almost
every eliche had more or less congpicuous de-
feets, it wonld scem easy to plate the stamps,
inasmuch as mulfiples are not too diffieult
to obtain. But the faet, that after ecach
printing — and possibly even during some
printings -— the sefting was taken apart,
the ecliches eleaned and re-assembled, never-
theless makes the task extremely difficult.
Exeept for the margin eliches — for which
the marginals, for the metwork issue also
the ornamented frame and the margin in-
seriptions are of considerable help — the
attempts to plate these stamps were all
unsuceessful. Some stamps with conspicuous
plate flaws were found in three or four
different positions in the sheet. A few sueh
flaws have achieved catalog status simply
by reason of the fact that the defect has
created a easily deseribable peeuliarvity, for
example the “2” of the 2g of 1859 with
curved fail, which ean be found on all
sheets of the imperforate and in the early
scttings of the rouletted stamps; it is known
first in position 111, later 103 and even-
tually 76. Many similar plate flaws exist
in all issues but they are less conspicuous
and therefore not songht after.

It is eclaimed that there exist several
“retouches”™ in the frames of the 1859 issue,
the best known oune heing that in the
hottom right corner of the 10g, which shows
an oval-shaped spot econsiderably heavier
lined than the other parts of the frame.
We are told that these “retouches™ occurred
when a cliche became so worn that parts
of it did not print properly. The printer
then put a drop of molien type-metal on
the spot in question, filling out the recessed
parts of the design and raising the surface
again to the proper height, in whiech then
the obliterated parts of the design were
recut. A study of such “retouches” has con-
vinced wus that they result mot through
retouching but through another oeccurrence.
We believe that when the electrotypes were
mounted on a base, in a few cases foreign
matter adhered to the reverse side of the
cleetrotype and this raised its surface in
the peeuliar spots when the eleetrotype was
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pressed on the base. The result was that
in these places fhe design printed heavier
and produced a variety which may look
like a retouch but whieh we consider ex-
tremely unlikely to be one*).

In some printings the electrotypes became
quite worn and produced unsatisfaetory
prints. When a new setting from such worn
cliches was assembled, only the worst ones
were rveplaced by new ecliches, thus creating
quite a contrast. Pairs and multiples exist
in which some stamps show fine, others
worn print and sueh multiples are sought
as examples of the particular printing
conditions.

The printing of all adlesives was done
on hand-presses. Tor the network issue,
the colored print was alwavs done first.
Therefore, for the 3pf stamps the designs
and marginals, for the other values the
‘network with the frame, as well as the
margin inseripfion at top and the printing
number and/or year date at bottom, were
printed first, The hlack print — network
for the 3pf, stamp designs and marginals
for the other values — was added in a
seeond  printing operation. The printing
was rather even, but deteriorated somewhat
for later printings of each issue. Of the
1859 issue, distinetly fine and coarse prints
exist which in all probability were the
result of more or less eareful make-ready,
as they eome on imperforate as well as
on rouletted stamps. Some shades eome only
in fine prints, others only in eoarse ones,
which proves that the differences charac-
terize certain printings.

No major printing varieties are known
of the adhesives, but of the envelopes,
copies with colorless embossed stamp are
known, as well as with double embossed

#*)We have always been rather sceptical
in respect to all reports about retouches
made on typographed cliches, for the purpose
of adding something. The process described
is a difficult one and is so crude that it
never can lead to satisfactory results, so
that no good printer will attempt such re-
touching. We always suspect, as in the
present case, that the so-called retouches
actually are varieties, which a philatelic
student ealls “‘retouches’ because he does
not know better and it seems the easiest
explanation. The printers of the Hanover
stamps u=ed to replace defeclive cliches
of the seltings by new ones and there seems
to be no explanation why in some cases
they should have resorted to the mmueh more
complicated retouching.
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stamp, one colorless. Frequently the en-
velope stamps show a strong offset on
the reverse side. Of the eity mail stafion-
ery, the handstamp s known
double, the second strike inverted at top
right. A used copy of the letter sheet of
1850 is also reported without handstamp.
The emhossed stamps on the eity mail en-
volopes of 1838 and 1861 are known eolor-
less, the latter also double, one on the
reverse side of the envelope.

The paper of the adhesives was procured
by fthe paper mill of G. W. Quirll & Co.
of Osnabriick, The paper of the first issue
was hand-made and colorved, exeept for the
3pf whieh was on white paper. Tt had a
watermark, consisting for fhe first Igg
(on blue paper) of 120 rectangles in stamp
size, which were formed by 11 vertical and
13 horizontal watermark lines across the
sheet. For the other stamps, the rectangles
were slightly enlarged, due to the larger
size of the stamps and a wreath watermark,
consisting  of two erossed oak branches,
inserted in each rectangle. In this way,
cach stamp had its individual watermark.
As the watermarks were hand-made of wire,
cach watermark has its peculiarities, but
these are too indistinet to be of any help
for the plating. Shifted watermarks ean
be found, but strongly shifted ones arve rare
exeeptions. Inverted watermark is known
of all values, the rarvest one being the 3pf,
the least elusive the 1/30th on erimson.
The papier varied in thickness; copies on
rather thin paper ecan bhe found and some
values, especially the yellow 1/10th, come
on rather thick paper. The paper of the
network issue and the issues from 1859 on
was  white and without watermark. The
carliest of all printings of the network
issue may still have been on hand-made
paper, but later printings and all of the
1859 issue, imperforate and rouletted, were
on machine-made paper. Copies with stiteh
watermark, which proves the use of such
paper are known of the 1859 issue. The
paper of the envelopes was white, often
with a yellowish, grayish or bluish tint,
and machine-made. For the money order
cards, first the ecard was rather thick;
from 1866 a thinner card was used. Both
were colored through. The eity mail sla-
tionery was printed on eolored machine-made
paper; differences in  thickness can be
found.

cirenlar
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Tnsofar as colored papers were used, there
are some variations, but they are partly
due to the influence of the gum or later
changes especially as far as the first lgg
is eoncerned. More conspicuous shades of
the paper, which must be attributed to
differences in the ecoloring of the paper
pulp by the paper mill, ean be found for
the 1/10th, which varies from vellow to
deep orange yellow, and for the second lgg,
which was first grayish green and later
beeame light green and yellowish green.
The ecolored paper used for the ecity mail
stationery also shows shades, but of minor
importanee.

The eolor scheme adopted for the stamps
of Hanover was a rather constant one and
few changes were made. The stamps for
letter mail until 1859 were printed in black,
. first on colored paper, then on white paper,
but with ecolored network underprint. The
first 1gg was on blue paper, but when the
stamps for foreign mail were issued, this
was changed in August 1851 to green paper,
to avoid confusion with the 1/15th, The
foreign  mail stamps were on  salmon
(1730th),  Blwe (1/15th)  and  yellow
(1/10th) paper, but the paper of the 1/30th
changed in February 1855 to erimson, pre-
sumably to avoid confusion with orange
shades of the paper of the 1/10th. On the
stamps with network underprint, the under-
print had the same color as the paper of
the preceding issue, therefore it was green
(1gg), rose (1730th), blue (1/15th) and
yellow (1710th). For the envelopes, issued
in 1857, the same eolor scheme was used.
The additional 3pf value was printed in
eolor, rose on white paper; it received in
1855 also a network underprint, in blaek,
whieh was found impraetical and changed to
gray in September 1857. The 1859 stamps
in the new curreney were all printed in
eolor on white paper. The color seheme
was the same as for the eorresponding
values of the preceding issue, rose (3pf
and 1g), blue (2g) and yellow (3g). Of
the new values, the g was black and the
10g  green. The eolor regulations of the
German-Austrian Postal Union neeessitated
two eolor changes, the 3pf beecame green on
December 1, 1863 and the 3g brown in
November 1861. The envelope stamps had
the same colors as the contemporary ad-
hesives, the 3g also beeame brown late
in 186i. On the money order eards, the
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stamps were printed with the text of the
forms in black on colored eard, which was
rose for the 1g and blue for the 2g. The
city mail stamps were handstamped in
BDlue, while the embossed ones from 1838
on were printed in green;: they were all
on colored paper, first blue, from 1850
vellow and from 1858 huff.

The inks used for printing the first
stamps were vegular black printer's ink,
lamp black with a base of varnish. The
prints generally were not deep black, but
black tending toward gray black shades.
The first stamp printed in color, the 3pf,
was distinguished by pale rose shades, only
for later printings more vivid shades were
used, often with a pronounced lilac tinge.
The network issue, except the 3pf, had
the network printed in eolors and due to
the light design the shades are not readily
distinguishable. Ouly darker and lighter
shades are pereeptible. An olive yellow
shade, which ean be found for the 1/10th
with narrow network, is an unissued variety
which is known only unused and as such
mueh  more eommon than the stamp in
the issued shade. The network of the 3pf,
still the only value with the design printed
in ¢olor, was first black; it underwent a
change to gray in 1857, but no other color
variations of importance exist. The 1859
issue excels in shades. The green 3pf lacks
shades in the imperforated issue, but eomes
from light to darker green in the rouletted
one. Few variations exist of the black 14g.
The most variations ean be found for the
1g, from pale rose to lilae rose, with deep
shades of the later, sometimes somewhat
misleadingly ealled claret. The latter shade
exists in a seavee printing in eonspieunously
fine print. The 2g can be found in all
possible shades of ultramarine and toward
blue, with a deep shade being the searcest
one. The 3g was first yellow to orange,
then changed to shades of brown, with
grayish to blackish tints. The 10g, of which
supposedly only one printing was wmade,
nevertheless records various deviations from
its regular green eolor to grayish, yellow-
ish and olive shades. A great variation of
color also ean be found for the envelope
stamps, similar to the 1859 issue of the
adhesives, In 1863 the color of the 2g
envelope  stamp  underwent a  permanent
change from blue to ultramarine,

The guwm on the early Hanover stamps
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was an animal glue with added dextrin,
sugar, ete. and was ecolored red. This eol-
oring supposedly was done fo facilitute
checking whether the sheets were gummed
and whether the gum was sufficiently and
evenly applied. As an added beuefit, it
permitted easy spotting of those eases where
stamps fell off franked mail. The gum was
applied by hand, with brushes, and was
first dark red, becoming brownish when
aged. Later the gum became finted with
yollow so that it sometimes ean be ealled
orange red. All stamps of the first issue
as well as the network issue had this colored
gum without exception. When the 1859 issue
was introduced, all values had red gum,
but the new 14g value of 1860 was issued
with white gum. Simultaneously with the
infroduction of rouletted stamps late in
1863, a change in the gum took place,
probably beeause the animal glue was im-
praetical for the separation of the stamps
by a voulette. The new gum consisted
mainly of gum Arabie, dextrin and sugar
and was colorless. The red gum seems fo
have been used up indiseriminately and
that seems fo be the reason why the im-
perforate i4g early in 18G4 also was issued
with red gum, Part of the first printing
of all values of the rouletted stamps had
red gum, exeept the 2g whieh is not known
with genuine red gum. Of the rouletted
3g with red gum, only a small quantity
must have existed, as it is mueh
than the stamp with white gum, especially
used. The white gum remained in use until
the end of the Hanover stamps.

The first issues of the adhesives were
issued imperforate and the introduetion of
a special means of separation was considered
ouly in 1863, probably following the ex-
ample of Bremen, as a similar kind of
separation help was used. Tt was decided
to apply a roulette to the sheets of ad-
hesives, econsisting of semi-civenlar euts,
of which there were 16 to a length of
Zem. To apply the roulette, two operations
were necessary for each sheet, one for the
11 vertieal and one for the 13 horizontal
lines of roulette. The rouletting was always
done from the face of the sheets, with
handpresses, in which the sharpened rou-
letting lines were assembled in a form
similar to a printing form. Generally, on
the vertieal lines, the tops of fhe semi-
circles point to the left, in the horizontal

rarer
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lines to the top. Two rouletting forms can
be distingnished, the first one, known used
until the middle of 1865, had the semi-cireles
of the last line at botfom with the tops
pointeidd to the bottom. The second one,
used from the middle of 1865, had the
vertieal line before the last line at the
right with the tops pointing to he right.
Therefore, the normal position of the rou-
lette on all stamps is with the tops of the
semi-viveles vertieally fo the left and hori-
zomtally to the top. But there exist stamps
(from the last row of Form TI), which have
the horizontal roulette at the bottom with
the tops of he semi-eircles pointing to the
bottom, and others (from the ninth and
tenth column of Form II) which have
cither on the right side (eolumn 9) or on
the left side (column 10) the top of the
semi-cireles pointing to the right. There
also exist stamps which show other combina-
tions of the roulette, but they are said to
be from proof sheets, which were also found
among the remainders and mot only show
the use of another rouletting form but were
also partly rouletted from the reverse side.

The rouletting generally was done with
care and the stamps are well centered, buf
in a number of cases a strongly shiffed
roulette can be found which resulted in
badly eentered stamps. Especially the 3pf
ean he found in copies where the roulette
runs through the design and a number of
sueh badly rouletied sheets were also found
among the remainders. The 3pf is searce
in well eentered eopies, while such copies
of other values are not difficult to obtain.
Several values arve known with double rou-
lette, vertieally or horvizontally, the 1g also
with horizontal and vertical double roulette.
There cxist impertorate sheets of the rou-
letted issue, elaimed fo be unfinished rve-
mainders, but some of them seem fo be
proof sheets whieh were preserved, especially
the 3pf on thin paper.

Before offieial introduaction of the rom-
Tette some eases of private rouletting are
reported from early 1863. We have seen
a line rouletted 1g, used in Bremen in May
1863 and  other similar exist, also
from other post offices, but their status
seems to be rather questionable.

CHREeS

The postal stationery had special features.
The envelopes had the stamp first in the
top left corner and, from middle of 1861,
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in aecordance with the regulations of the
German-Austrian Postal Tnion, in the top
right corner. But in the spring of 1863, the
stamp was again moved to the top left
corner, supposedly due to the demand hy
the public which found this posifion more
convenient when writing the address. The
envelopes first were issued in fwo sizes,
small  (147x84mm.) large (148x
115mm.), but the large size proved so
unpopular that from middle of 1857 the
further manufaeture of large size envelopes
was abandoned. The envelopes were printed
- in sheets of four and different knives used
for the ecutting but the differences are
insignifieant. All envelopes
diagonal ecorner overprint in green, in the
same eorner as the stamp. This overprint, in
pearl type, reads EIN GUTERGROSCHEN
(or EIN, ZWEI, DREI SILBERGRO-
SCHEN) POST-COUVERT, in endless rep-
ctition. Tt was applied with a roller in
a letter-press; two different kinds of rollers
were nsed for cach value, varying in length
and spacing. The green color varies from
bluish green to yellow green, characterizing
the various printings. On the upper flap
of all envelopes, a colorless seal was em-
hossed, whieli showed a posthorn in a
cirele, surrounded by 18 guilloche orna-
ments. The gwm on the flap was first
short (20-30mm.), from late in 1862 long
(85-95mm.). The first envelopes with the
stamp at left always have short gum, as
have those with the stamp at right, exeept
the 1g, whieh eomes also with long gum.
The last envelopes, with the stamp again
at left, always have long gum., — The eity
mail stationery has its own features. The
forms, due to the printing from settings
of two, each come in two types. They had
notes printed on the reverse side and the
position of these mnotes is characteristie
for the varions printings. On the 1849
letter sheets, the notes were first inverted
at top, later upright at bottom in respeet
to the handstamp on the faee. The 1850
letter sheets first had the notes inverted
at bottom, from 1852 upright a top. The
size of the 1850 envelope, which was mn-
gummed, was 153-155x87-801Zmm. The city
mail letter sheets were abolished in 1858
and the envelopes printed from then on
by the Prussian State Printing Works.
They had peculiarities similar to the regular
envelopes printed there. The stamp was
first at top left, then from the middle

and
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of 1861 at top right and from late in the

spring of 1863 agnin at top left. They had

the same seal on the upper flap as the

regular envelopes. The gum was first short,

from the spring of 1863 long; the 1861

issue exists with short as well as long gum.
(To be continued)

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

@® The next issue of the MERCURY
STAMP JOURNAL is scheduled for Decem-
ber, 1957.

® Ilarry L. Lindquist, the president of
the National Federation of Stamp Clubs,
Publisher of “Stamps”, efe., and a very
old and good friend of ours, is this year's
recipient of the Alfred F. Lichtensiein
Memorial Award. Our heartiest congrain-
lations to him.

@ The 9th National Postage Stamp Show,
organized by the American Stamp Dealers
Association, will be held this year on Nov.
22, 23 and 24 at the Tlst Infantery Regi-
ment Armory, Park Avenue and 34th Street
in New York. We are sure it will again
prove a big attraetion and the commereial
highlight of the season.

® The Friedl Expert Committee (522 Fifth
Avenue, New York 36, N.Y.) resumed its
work late in July and is again holding its
meetings onee or twiee a week, which fact
assures quick serviee, usually within ten
days; if certificates are required service
can be rendered within two weeks. Only
foreign stamps are expertized, in regard to
genuineness and condition. New expertizing
terms have been in foree sinee July 1, 1957.
They stipulate, among other things, that
everyone who submits items for expertizing
should state the value for which he wants
them insured. Return of all items below
$200 value is made by unregistered mail,
insured. Complianee with this
provision frequently saves the expensive
registration fees, as shipments for which
no insuranee value is stated are refurned
in the same way in which they were received.

privately

@ The Catalog of the Imperforate Classic
Postal Stamps of Europe was delivered to
all subseribers in June and July and con-
sidering the letters we have reeeived, has
found praetically nnanimous acelaim. New
orders are coming in steadily and Europe
has proven an especially fertile ground for
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EUROPEAN CLASSICS

XVIII. HANOVER®

As stated previously, all stamps of the
1850, 1851 and 1855-56 issues were used up
and therefore there existed no remainders of
these issues. Most wnused material available
to eolleetors comes from purehases eontem-
porary dealers made from the postal ad-
ministration, which seems to have aceommo-
“dated these dealers further hy keeping a
small quantity of obsolete issues and sell-
ing them at face value even several years
after they were no longer available at the
post But these quantities
rather small and were almost entirely eut
up into singles. The years have depleted
even this stoek of singles and careless hand-
ling has played havoe with their condition
s0 that fine mint copies of the issues up fo
1855-56 are getting searecer and searcer.
Mint eopies of the first stamp, the 1gg of
1850, always were rare and now helong
among the ravest mint stamps of Old Ger-
man States. But the 1/10th of the 1855-56
igsue, with narrow network and still more
with wide network, have also proven very
elusive and are really rare stamps. The 3pf
of 1853 and 1856 also are secarce stamps in
mint eondition, as is the 1/10th of 1851.
But even the least searce ones, the lgg of
1851 and 1856, today are far from plenti-
ful, although they catalog only a few dol-
lars cach. The conditions are entirely dif-
ferent for the stamps issned from 1859 on,
When Prussia oceupied the country, there
were in the hands of the postal admini-
stration large remainders of the roulefied
1864 igsue and in part also of the imper-
forate 1859 issue which
of ecopies. These were sent to Berlin and
were destroyed there, but a small quantity
of sheets was retained for sale to dealers
and they were gradually disposed of. This
fact alone wounld make these issues far more

offices. were

run inte millions

*yContinued and eoncluded from page 160.
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plentiful than the preeeding ones but in
1908, rather large additional quantities of
several values which had originally heen
overlooked — mostly sheets returned hy
post offices — were found in Hanover and
two years later were sold at a public aue-
tion. This material contained a number of
sheets of the imperforate 1g, 2g and 3g
hrown, 13 sheets of the searee 10g of the
same issue as well as a small quantity of
sheets of the rouletted 3pf, 1g and 3g,
while there were only parts of sheets of
the rouletted 2g. Neither the 3pf rose nor
the imperforate 3pf green and no g
imperforate  or rouletted ineluded
among these final remainders. Therefore,
there are sufficient stamps of these issnes
available of the 1g, 2g and 3g brown of
1859, as well as the 3pf, 1g and 3g of 1864,
while only few — the imperforate 3pf green,
L4g and 3g yellow, as well as the rouletted
L4g with both kinds of gum — are more
elusive. Only the rouletted 3g with rose gum,
which was obviously used up, is really searee.
Of the postal stationery, which was also
used up amd of whieh no considerable num-
ber of remainders were sold, almost all of
the earlier envelopes arve mueh rarer unused
than used, especially all small sizes of the
1857 issue and the large size lsg and 3sg
1859 and 1862 en-
velopes also are mueh seareer unused than
used and only for the 1863 issue is there
little difference. Of the city mail stationery,

were

of the same issue, All
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the letter sheet of 1849 unused is a great
rarity but used it is even rarer. The 1850
letter sheet and envelope are almost equally
rare unused and uvsed. Only the 1858 to
1863 5pf envelopes, although not common,
are more plentiful unused, and so are the
money order cards,

Mimt multiples are, in aceordance with the
explanations in the preceding paragraph,
rare to very rare or even unknown in the
ease of the 1850 to 1855-56 issue and rather
easily obtainable for most stamps of the
1859-64 issues. Pairs or strips are great
rarities of the 1850, 1gg, and the 1856,
1/10th with wide network. We know mo
mint multiple, not even a pair, of the 1/10th
with narrow network; all suech items re-
ported or in colleetions have proved to be
the umissued stamp (or proof) with olive
‘yellow network. Mint blocks of the lgg of
1850 are unknown as well as of the 1/10th
of 1855-56 with both kinds of metwork. Of
the other values, mint blocks are known;
except for the lgg of 1851, 1gg, 3pf and
1/15th of 1856, which are rare, they are
very rare or unique. Of the 1859 issue,
pairs and strips of the 1g are common,
scarcer of the 2g, 3g brown and 10g, really
searce of the 3pf rose, 14g and 3g yellow
and rare of the 3pf green, Of the rouletted
stamps, 3pf and 1g are plentiful in pairs
and strips, the 2g and 3g are searcer and
the 14g is searce. In mint bloeks, all values
are known, except it appears the rouletted
3g with rose gum. Rather readily available
are the imperforate 1g, 2g and 3g brown,
as well as the 10g, the rouletted 3pf and 1g.

More difficult to obtain are the imperfo-
rate 3pf rose and the rouletted 2g and 3g,
while mint blocks of the imperforate and
rouletted I4g as well as of the imperforate
3g yellow are rare and of the imperforate
3pf green very rare.

Most Hanover stamps are considerably
more common wused than unused. A few are
of about the same rarity unused and used
and only the 10g of 1859-61 as well as the
rouletted 3g with rose gum, are consider-
ably rarer used than unused. Of the en-
velopes, only the 1gg and 2sg of 1857 in
large size are much rarer used than unused
and so are both values of the money order
eards. Of the eity mail stationery, the great
rarity is the 1849 letter sheet, but it is al-
most equally rare unused. Of the ecity mail
envelopes, all 5pf envelopes 1858 to 1863
are rarer used than unused.

As far as wsed multiples are eoncerned,
pairs are known of all values; they are
searee only of the 1/10th 1855 with narrow
network, the 10g of 1859 and the rouletted
3g with rose gum. Strips are in some eases
more elusive, especially of the 1/10th of
1855 with narrow network; no used strips
seem to be known of the 10g of 1859 and
of the rouletted 3g with rose gum. Tt is,
by the way, noticeable that of the 1850 to
1856 issucs those values which were sold by
the post offices in vertieal strips of 12
(3pf, lgg) are mostly found in verfical
pairs and strips, while the other values
(1/30th, 1/15th and 1/10th) which until
1858 were sold in horizontal strips of 10,
come more frequently in horizontal pairs
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and strips. Used blocks are rarities for all
values of which they exist. We do not know
used blocks of the 1/30th (in both eolors),
the 1715th and the 1/10th of 1851, the
1/10th of 1855 (narrow network) and the
1/15th of 1856. The various 3pf — except
the imperforate 3pf green — are the least
elusive in used Dblocks (Fig. 91), followed
by the 1gg of 1851 and 1856, as well as the
1g of 18539 and 1864, Rather common are
used blocks of the 3g vellow of 1859, as full
sheets of 120 existed and in part still exist
canecelled at Hanover, supposedly used there
for accounting purposes. Blocks used in
other towns are rare. Very rare are used
bloeks of the lgg of 1850, the 1/10th of
1856 (wide network), as well as of the 14g,
2g and 3g of 1859 and 1864. Used blocks of
the imperforate 3pf green and of the 10g
_ of 1859 are great rarities.

All Hanover stamps are relatively easy
to find on entires, with one exeeption, the
10g of 1859-61, which on cover deserves a
considerable premium, especially alone,
without additional franking. There are a
number of frankings which are scarce and
deserve special interest, namely the stamps
for domestie serviee used on mail to foreign
countries and viee-versa. The use of domestie
mail stamps on letters to foreign countries
was expressly forbidden; the lgg stamps
rarely ean be found on such covers and
then almost always in mixed frankings with
1/30th, 1/15th and 1/10th, on letters to for-
eign eountries not helonging to the German-
Austrian Postal Union. The odd rates to
such countries sometimes eould best be paid
by such frankings. The use of the foreign
mail stamps 1/30th, 1/15th and 1/10th on
domestic letters before Oet. 1, 1858, was a
rare exception, hut after that date became
a regular feature, as the foreign mail
stamps were now sold for 1g, 2g and 3g
respectively and were valid for domestie and
foreign mail. The 3pf stamp, which was
issued for postage on printed matter, before
Oet. 1, 1858 was used only in rare cases
for postage on letters and therefore is rare
to very rare in frankings with other values.
A speeial premium is also deserved by 3pf
stamps used on eity letters, which use —
possible only outside of the eity of Hannover
— was rare, After Oet. 1, 1858, the 3pf
comes rather frequently also on letters to
foreign countries and usually in combina-
tion with other values. As no Hanover
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stamps were demonetized before Oet. 31,
1866, mixed frankings between the different
issues are not diffieult to find, but frank-
ings with the same value of two different
issues, for example 1gg 1850 plus 1gg 1851,
or 1/10th narrow network plus 1/10th wide
network, are, of course, very rare. The vari-
ous and often ecolorful frankings to be
found on Hanover covers are one of the
main attractions for the cover colleetor of
the eountry.

Of mixed frankings with the stamps of
other ecountries only those with Prussia
stamps in the period between Oect. 1 and 31,
1866 are of special interest, because they
were aunthorized after the Hamnover postal
serviee had been taken over by Prussia.
Aectually, the use of Prussian stamps in
Hanover had been tolerated even before
Oct. 1, 1866 and, on the other hand, post-
humous use of Hanover stamps for a short
period after Oet. 31, 1866 is also known.
In all these eases mixed frankings between
Hanover and Prussia stamps resulted oc-
casionally. Usually they are between the
grosehen values of the Hanover issue of
1864 and the silbergroschen values of the
Prussia issme of 1861; they are searee to
rare, but mixed frankings which include
pfennig values are considerably rarer.
Mixed frankings with the stamps of other
countries are also known, but they are rare
and irregular exeeptions, based upon no
regulations, possibly with the exception of
those between Hamburg and Hanover
stamps on mail posted in Hamburg letter
boxes after Jan., 1, 1865. All such frank-
ings are very rare and are greatly sought
after.

Of emergency frankings, there exist vari-
ous splits used for postage as well as en-
velope eut squares, used on covers. There is
no indication that splits were ever permitted
for postage, but they exist from quite a
number of post offices and must at least
have been tolerated. Cut squares were ex-
pressly forbidden to be used for postage,
which is not surprising becaunse the envelope
stamps were not eancelled when the en-
velopes were used.

Of no less than twelve values we know
splits, namely biseets and thirds, and four
more are reported, eertainly a rveecord for
an Old German State. Few splits oceurred
hefore Oet. 1, 1858 and they were all made
to pay for the odd rates on mail to foreign
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countries. The 1/30th erimson of 1851 and
the 1/30th of 1856 in this way come bi-
sected together with a whoele 3pf, to pay
for a printed matter rate; the bisected
1/30th salmon of 1851, probably from a
similar franking, is only known on piece.
Before 1860, to pay for the 14g in foreign
rates, the 1/30th of 1856 and the imper-
forate 1g of 1859 are both known hisected,
usually on covers to France, to pay the
needed 14g in 314g and 414g rates. Such
frankings ean be found occasionally also in
later years (Iig. 92). All these hisects
on foreign mail are rarities. The splits on
domestic mail are also rare but they come
from several post offiees and are more
frequent. They are all from the period af-
ter Oet. 1, 1858, when the change to the
new curreney took place. There must have
been in 1859 and 1860 an urgent meed for
a %g value — which was introduced only
on April 1, 1860 — as well as temporary
shortages of the now most needed 1g value.
All known biseets were applied to make up
one of these two rates. For the I4g rate,

Fig. 93

Fig. 92

the 1/30th of 1856, the imperforate 1g of
1859 and the rouletted 1g of 1864 were
bisected, They are known from a mumber
of post offices. The imperforate 1g biseets,
as used at Wittmund, are especially in-
teresting, because they are always eancelled
by a large rate marking “2" which other-
wise was not used as canceller (Fig. 93).
To make up the 1g rate, three different
methods were used. The 1/15th of 1851 and
1856 — the former a late use (Iig. 94) —
as well as the Z2g of 1850 and 1864 were
biseeted and in this way paid for the 1g
rate. One third of the 3g yellow of 1859
served the same purpose. The 3pf of 1859,
as well as the imperforate and rouletted 3pf
green are all known used for the same pur-
pose, hy paying the lg rate with three
whole 3pf stamps and one half or one
third of a 3pf stamp (Fig. 95). These
seem all to be unique, the imperforate 3pf
green known only on piece. Some other bi-
sects have also been reported, for example,
bisected 1gg and 1/10th of 1851, as well as
g of 1860, which latter would mot have
fit any rate, and two-thirds of the 1g of

Fig. 94
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Fig. 95

1839, supposedly paying for a 6pf rate.
We have not seen the first three and the
last is probably not more than a copy eut
badly through aceident. All these splits are
rare to very rare; of several of them only
a few exumples are known or else they
are unique.

Envelope cut squares used for postage are
Jemown of the 1sg of 1857 and of the 1g,
2g (in both colors) and 3g brown of 1859-
61. They are all very rarc or unique.

A so-called provisional, supposedly used at
Leer, is known on the 3pf rose of 1859-63,
with a handwritten red “6” over the figure
“3" of the stamp. Althongh this provisional
is ackinowledged in the Kohl Handbook and
considered aunthentic by specialists in the
tield, the copies we have seen look highly
questionable and we have grave doubts that
they are either really “provisionals” or are
at all genuine.

The eondition of most Hanover stamps
would be generally above average exeept
for a peeulinrity conneeted with the red
gum used until 1864 causing many stamps
to Dbe in inferior condition. Due to ample
spacing, most stamps have good margins,
cut-into stamps accounting for only a small
pereentage. This percentage is larger for
the network issue; the network, which also
filled the spaces between the stamps, seems
to have confused the users and made them
ecut the stamps more irregularly, rather
frequently touching or even cutting the
tframe line. But the main damage to Han-
over stamps was caused by soaking the red
gum off the stamps, as only expert hand-
ling could prevent damage to the paper in
this process. The red animal glue stuek so
tenaciously to the paper that most methods
of removing it cause the top layer of the
paper on the back of the stamp to come off
along with the gum. This usvally causes a
mere or less pronounced thin spot which is
made more conspicuous because it is color-
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less while the parts on which the gum re-
mained are rose. To alleviate this, in some
cases the gum and with it the top paper
layer were completely removed, so that the
stamps appear “skinned” and no trace of
the rose color of the gum is any longer
noticeable. It is usually elaimed that sueh
thinnings do not constitute a defect — the
German use the expression “hannoverhell”
for such stamps — but we would grant this
only for multiples and exceptional items
which are practically unavailable in other
condition. As far as single nused stamps are
coneerned, the stamps thinned by removing
the gum should be subjeet to a consider-
able discount compared with sueh stamps
as have been so expertly treated that they
have no thinnings.

FEssays and Proofs exist of a great num-
ber of Hanover stamps and envelopes, but
most of them are reprints and of the few
for whieh this eannot be proven several are
nevertheless suspected to helong in the same
category. Real eolor proofs seem to exist of
the 1/10th of 1851 in seven different colors
and of the same value in the same seven
colors but with wide network nnderprint in
gray; they are elaimed to have been made
by the printer in 1855. The 3pf, 1gg, 1/30th,
1/15th and 1/10th in original eolors, but
with marrow mnetwork, are also considered
original proofs, made in 1855. They exist
with horizontal network (3pf, 1/30th, 1/15th
and 1/10th, the latter also with olive yel-
low network, the so-called “nnissued” eolor),
as well as with vertical network (lgg and
1/30th). The 1/10th proof, espeeially that
with olive vellow mnetwork, is often offered
as original; it is much commoner than the
latter. But the large majority of all so-
called proofs are proof reprints, which were
made in small quantities with the regular
reprints of 1863-65. The adhesives were
printed in black and in various ecolors, on
white and on different eolored papers. Such
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proof reprints exist of all values of the
1851 issue (lgg, 3pf, 1,/30th, 1/15th and
1/10th) and of several values (14g, 1g, 2g
and 3pf with changed inseription) of the
1859-63 issue. There exist also a large num-
ber of different bi-colored proof reprints
of the 1851 issue (lgg, 1/30th, 1/15th and
1/10th), made in the same period, the
shield with the wvalue indieation in one
eolor and the frame in another. Of the 5pf
city mail envelope stamps of 1858 and 1861,
proof reprints in various eolors on strips of
paper were made in 1864, When Hanover
ceased to exist as an independent country,
a new issue was in preparation, with the
head of the king to the left, in a frame
similar to that of the 1863 issue of Saxony.
Original essays as well as reprints exist
of them,

Hanover is rich in Re-issues and Re-
prints, which exist of the adhesives as well
as of the stationery. In addition to of-
fieially ordered new printings for colleet-
ing purposes which were made before 1866
and therefore must be eonsidered re-issues
because they were valid for postage — al-
though we have never seen any actually
used for such — there were nmumerous pri-
vate printings made after 1866, — of the
stationery especially by the famous faker
Fouré — which must be classified as re-
prints,

The Re-issues were all made between
1863 and 1865, offieially ordered by the
Hanover Postal Administration and manu-
factured by the same printers as the origi-
nals. Tt is eurious that of the re-issues of
the adhesives only very small quantities —
supposedly only 100 copies each — were
manufactured while the orders for the en-
velopes ran into the thousands, actually be-
tweeon 400 and 6000 copies. Tt must be sup-
posed that the re-issues of the adhesives
were only made for official exehange pur-
poses with other postal administrations and
for members of the royal family who are
veported to have heen collectors, while those
of the envelopes were destined mainly for
sale to collectors and dealers. Of the ad-
hesives, re-issues exist of the lgg of 1850
— on gray instead of gray blue paper —
and of all values of the 1856 network is-
sue. While the first was printed from a
new setting of 6(2x3), the latter were
printed from a setting of only 4(2x2), all
without any print on the sheet margins.
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These re-issues are rather easily recogniz-
able by the faet that they are printed on
paper without watermark and that they
have colorless gum. Of the envelopes, in
June 1863 a re-issue of the 1857 issue, Isg
and 3sg in small size, was made and in
February 1864 of the 1859 issue, 3sg yellow
in small size. All these are rather similar
to the original envelopes, but have long
gum instead of short. Of the eity mail en-
velopes, re-issnes of the 1858 issue were
made in January 1863. They also have
long gum instead of short., All together,
there exist re-issues of six adhesives, three
euvelopes and one eity mail envelope.

Beside re-issues of entires, there also ex-
ist printings, officially ordered in rather
large quantities, of the 1858 and 1861 eity
mail envelope stamps on strips of paper.
Although they were made as early as April
1863 and up to January 1865, they were
not valid for postage and are therefore only
reprints. They were made in the Prussian
State Printing Works by printing from a
single die on yellow paper, first a row of
ten stamps and then another such row in
tete beche position, so that a sheet con-
sisted of 20 stamps, equivalent to ten ver-
tieal tete-beche pairs.

The Reprints were privately made after
1866 and must all be considered unauthor-
ized, as there no longer existed any Hanover
postal  administration whieh ecould have
granted an authorization. But it is a faet,
that the dealers involved in most of the
reprinting of the adhesives (Pfaff-Hanover,
Goldner-Hamburg, Coln-Berlin, Gerste-ITan-
over and Eggersgliis-Dresden) all had ori-
ginal printing material at their disposal.
These reprints were all made between late
in 1882 and about 1895 and exist of eight
adhesives. The 1/10th of 1851 and the
1/10th of 1856 were printed in tfete-beche
rows, they are rather dangerous but have
colorless gum. The 3pf rose of 1859 is
from a re-engraved electrotype which shows
differences in the ribbon and has rosy-eol-
ored modern gum. The 3pf was also printed
in green but with the inseription of the
3pf of 1859 reprint, this being scarce. Of
the Lig of 1860, several printings were
made, one of which econtained three tete
beches; these are dangerous and ean often
be determined only by echecking with the
ten eliches of the reprint setting, beeause
the stercos used for this setting all had
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small plate flaws. The 3g yellow of 1859,
as well as the 3g brown of 1861 and 1864,
were made from a defaced and reeon-
structed eleetrotype in a print more or
less coarse, of which the rouletted variety
— which also comes with rose eolored gum
— is rouletted 13 instead of 16. The re-
prints of the envelopes were made by
Fouré as early as 1869-70; the Isg, 2sg
and 3sg of 1857, and the lg, 2g and 3g
of 1858, 1861 and 1863, are known all in
small size only, and these ean be recognized
by the long thinly applied gum, by a dif-
ferent cut of the envelopes, as well as by
a new type-set overprint, which has a period
after POST-COUVERT. Several known “er-
rors”, for example lgg of 1857, small size,
with the overprint of the 3sg, also belong
to these private reprints. The reprints of
_ the money order cards exist of both print-
ings (with “Post-Casse” and “Postkasse”);
they show the design of the stamp much
coarser than on the originals. Of the eity
mail stationery, unpasted remainders of the
1850 envelope without handstamp, with the
price indieation 4gg in the note on back,
received posthumously, about 1863, the
handstamp and were offered as letter
sheets; the originals of the letter sheets al-
ways have the 3gg price indication. The
1858, 1861 and 1863 envelopes were also
reprinted in 1869-70; the stamps are weak-
ly printed, they have long gum and the
notes are from a new setting or are omitted.
It was one of the greatest concerns of
the postal administrations in the early
vears that postal forgeries — imitations
made to defrand the postal service of pos-
tage — would remain undetected and would
impair their revenues. Hanover was in this
respect no exception. Shortly after the 1851
issue appeared, a printer in Hanover pre-
sented the postal administration with an
imitation of the Igg on green paper which,
though rather well executed, led to no ae-
tion. Only in 1860, shortly after the 1859
issue was introdueed, the postal admini-
stration elaimed that it had deteeted imi-
tations of the 1g and published a eircular,
with a pieture of the supposed imitation
alongside of once of a genuine stamp, to
alert the post offices. Actually this scems
to have been one of these scares of whieh
other postal administrations also became
vietims, when their printers did not recog-
nize their own badly printed produets and
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deelared them to be imitations. As a matter
of faet, no eopy of this supposed postal
forgery was ever found — all eopies elaimed
to be such forgeries proved to be only bad-
ly printed originals — and we are of the
opinion that no postal forgeries actually
existed.

With forgeries and fakes, however, Han-
over is rather well supplied and the collee-
tor must be alert to avoid them. There ex-
ist forgeries of all adhesives, but execept
for the 14g of 1860, the 10g of 1861 and
the 3pf of 1863, of which good imitations
exist, they are all erude and are not dan-
gerous. Of the 1849 city mail letter sheet
an imitation exists on white (instead of
bluish) paper, with the handstamp 3174mm.
instead of 27mm. long and with a period
after “Bestellgeld-frei”, which was made as
early as 1864, supposedly on official order.
Much more deeeptive are some fakes which
cover a large field, The most frequently
found is the lgg of 1850 made from the
lgg of 1851 by changing the eolor of the
paper from green to blue, a rather easy
chemical procedure, The fake, of course,
can be easily recognized by the wreath
watermark, but in reeent vears even serious
students have elaimed that actually the
first 1gg on blue also exists genuine with
the wreath watermark. Aside from the faet
that the copies on cover presented as proof
come from various years and printings be-
tween 1851 and 1855, the color of the lgg
of 1851 is so easily changeable that even
the gum influenced by fumes in an un-
suitable storage place may aeccidentally have
played the triek. There are many reasons
why the existence of genuine lgg on blue
with wreath watermark is extremely un-
likely and until much more substantial
proof is provided we must refuse eonsider-
ing such eopies other than accidentally or
purposely made chemieal ehangelings. There
exist also rather erude chemieal changelings
of the 2g blue of 1859 in green and ehang-
ing of the figure of value, to create the
searce 10g, Stamps with faked roulette ex-
ist of the 2g and 3g of 1864, made from
the imperforate stamps of 1859, to manu-
facture rouletted stamps with rose gum,
of which the 2g is mnot known genuine
and the 3g is a searce stamp. On the other
hand, the rouletted 3pf green is frequently
found eclipped to simulate the searce im-
perforate 3pf green. The colorless gum of
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the 2g and 3g of 1864 sometimes is arti-
ficially colored rose to fake the rarer va-
rieties and various reprints are similarly
treated to make them resemble the originals.
Another way of trying to inerease the value
of some envelopes consists in refolding
large size envelopes to make small size
ones; this has been practised for the un-
used lgg and 2sg envelopes of 1857. Some
adhesives, which are considerably rarer un-
used than used, especially the lgg of 1850,
come with pen or peneil cancellation re-
moved and are offered as unused. On the
other hand, the varer used 10g, and in few
cases also the imperforate 3pf green and
the roulefted 14g exist with faked ecancel-
lations. This attempt to inerease the value
is more often practised on the stationery,
where some envelopes (1857, lgg and 2sg
in large size), the money order cards and
the city mail envelopes of 1858, 1861 and
1863 ean be found with faked cancellations;
in some eases, genuine postmarks which
came into private possession were used for
that purpose. Faked eancellations also ean
be found on reprints of adhesives and es-
pecially of envelopes.

The history of the postmarks of Han-
over is a rather short one as the gemeral
use of postmarks extends over less than
sixty years. There exist a few 18th century
postmarks from Hanover territory, but
they were either used by the “Reiehpost”,
the Thurn and Taxis mail service at their
post offiees, or by the same post offices
after they had been taken over by Haun-
over's own postal serviee in 1790. As in a
number of other countries, the French oe-
cupation during the Napoleonic period,
from 1806 to 1813, led to the general in-
troduction of postmarks by the oceupying
postal serviee, similar to those used in
France proper. After the liberation, these
oceupation postmarks, partly after appro-
priate echanges, were continued in use, to-
gether with new postmarks of similar type,
now supplied by the country’s own postal
service.

Generally, Hanover's postmarks are more
uniform and show a greater continuity
than those of most countries because al-
most all postmarks were centrally made.
An engraver in the city of Hanover manu-
factured them for the postal administra-
tion, which in turn delivered them to the
postmasters of the various postal establish-

176

ments. Each type of postmark
factured during a specific period and was
usually diseontinued when another type was
adopted for general use. A few special
types of postmarks were supplied to the
large post offices only. Very few postmas-
ters had their postmarks manufaectured lo-
cally and as a result used postmarks which
deviate somewhat. These faects make it
rather easy to reduce the IManover post-
marks to a system but it is also the reason
why only few “speetacular” postmarks exist.

The earliest postmarks on Tanover ter-
ritory, used by the “Reichspost”, appeared
in 1787 and are known only from three
post offices, namely Goslar, Hannover and
Hildesheim. They were dateless straight
lines in Roman eapitals. On the last two,
the town name was preceded by “VON” or
abhreviated “V.”, meaning “From"”. The
Hammover postmark is remarkable because
it used the English spelling “Hanover”.
When the “Reichspost” offices were taken
over in 1790 by the Hanover postal service,
the use of part of the equipment was eon-
tinued. Of the postmarks, we find that of
Goslar also after 1790 — the last year of
use known to us is 1794 — but for the
other two post offices new postmarks, again
dateless straight lines, but without “VON”
or “V.", were introduced in 1790. They
were in Roman capitals, but Hannover also
had one in seript type. Only from the three
post offices taken over from the “Reichs-
post” are such postmarks known and their
use seems to have stopped before the turn
of the century, as the last known year of
use is 1799. From all other post offices no
postmarks are known from that period and
from 1799 until the French occupation no
postmarks seem to have been used at all
on Hanover territory. All 18th eentury post-
marks are known ouly in black.

After the French oceupation had started
in 1806, the majority of the post offices
— about 130 out of the 145 existing on
ITanover territory — came to the kingdom
of Westphalia. After the reorganization of
the postal serviee, the introduction of post-
marks started in 1808; they were uniform
dateless straight lines with the town name
in Roman capitals. From about 30 post of-
fices such postmarks are known but it is
probable that all 75 post offices which be-
longed to Westphalin until 1813 had sueh
postmarks. On paid letters, a straight line
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FRANCO was added. Black ink was used
exclusively.

When in 1810 part of the kingdom of
Westphalia was incorporated into the
French departments 128, 129 and 130, about
55 post offices were affected. To these
came the 15 Hamnover post offieces, which
did not helong to Westphalia and now eame
to the French departements 123, 124, 130
and 131, so that together about 70 post of-
fices were in the new French departements
and 75 remained in the kingdom of West-
phalia. In the French departements, French
type postmarks were introdueed without
much delay, the first ones appearing early
in 1811. They were dateless straight lines
in Roman eapitals, with the departement
number above the town name. It seems
doubtful whether all post offices received

. such postmarks, as they are known only

from about 30 post offices. Tt seems that
at least some offices eontinued the use of
the Westphalian postmarks and no new
postmarks were introduced. Separate post-
marks existed for paid letters, with the
letter “P” hefore and after the departe-
ment number. We have not seen any post-
marks with the special marking “DEB.”
standing for “Déboursé”, used on forwarded
letters, such as are known from other post
offices in French oceupied territories. The
Trench oceupation postmarks were mostly
black, hut red ink was used not infrequently
and the postmarks for paid letters are most-
ly stamped in red.

When the occupation ended and the mail
serviee was again taken over by the Hanm-
over postal administration, the use of post-
marks was continued. The Westphalian post-
marks required no change, while from the
French departement postmarks the departe-
ment number and also the P.P. was re-
moved and the postmarks eontinued in use.
Only those postmarks which had a French
spelling of the town name (Embden for
Emden, Lunebourg for Liineburg, Papen-
bourg for Papenburg, ecte.) were quickly
replaced by new postmarks with the German
spelling. The dateless straight line post-
marks with the town name in Roman ecapi-
tals remained the standard type of post-
mark and in the Bighteen Twenties practi-
cally all post offices had such postmarks
in use. As exception, there were a few post-
marks in italies or in seript letters. Only
a small number of the larger post offices
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had postmarks with the date — Hannover
also the year — in a second line and several
of these dated postmarks were framed,
either by single lines or by wavy lines. A
few oval postmarks, with or without date
indication, were also in umse. A deeree of
May 22, 1816 ordered the addition of the
date to all postmarks, by way of a separate
date handstamp at the post offices and by
manuseript at the postal agencies. The date
handstamps introdueed aceordingly were
cireles of abont 17 to 20 mm. in diameter,
in two lines showing the day in figures and
the month in Roman eapitals; a few showed
day and month in figures. They were used
by all post offices and a number of the
larger postal ageneies. In 1828, the first
generally introduced postmarks in which
the date was an integral part, started to
appear, namely small single cireles of 17
to 2134mm. in diameter, with the town
name in Roman eapitals and the date in
figures — day and month — in the eenter,
Only about 15 large post offices received
such postmarks during the pre-stamp period.
In a few ecases, the eircle wore away and
a curved dated postmark resulted. A few
small double eireles, with the town name
in Roman eapitals, date in figures — day
and month — in the center and hour be-
low, also were in use at large post offices
in the last years before introduction of
postage stamps. All postmarks of the period
between 1814 and 1851 were black, only
from about a dozen post offices the use
of red ink is known as a scarce exception.
The date markings usually had the same
color as the town postmarks; they were
therefore red with red postmarks, but a
few cases are known where the town post-
mark is black and the date marking red.

Of fieldpost markings of the pre-stamp
period a straight line HANNOVERSCHE
FELDPOSTSPEDITION, used in 1815, and
a straight Tine KON. HANNOV. FELD-
POST of 1848-49, both in two lines, are
known,

The post offices abroad used the same
types of postmarks as the domestic post
offices.

Special markings used during the pre-
stamp period were “Chargé” — a remnant
of the French oeccupation period — and
“Recommandirt” for registered letters, as
well as “Franeo” for paid letters, a rem-
nant of the Westphalian period and used
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after 1813 only as an exception. Rate mark-
ings usually were in mauuseript, but a few
post  offices wused handstamps, usunally
“1,5”; “1” and “2” also are known. Letters
collected from letter hoxes reeeived a
marking “BK” (abbreviation of “Brief-
Kasten"), sometimes in a eirele, and in
Hannover also with an added mumber, 1
to 8. For rural mail, the Hannover post
office from 1820 wused a single ecircle
“LANDBOTE”, with date in figures —
day and month — and added time of the
day, “M” (Morgens), “N” (Nachmittags)
or “A" (Abends). Jorek also had a special
oval postmark in use for a short period in
1838, inseribed TORCK LB. For disinfected
mail, a boxed GERAUCHERT (meaning
fumigated) was in use in 1830 and 1831.
There were no special arrival markings; the
- post offiees put the ecirenlar date hand-
stamps which on outgoing letters they added
to the town postmarks, alone on the re-
verse side of arriving letters or, in lieu of
such marking, applied the date in manu-
seript. The special markings generally were
applied in black, but red ink was used for
them occasionally, by some post offices
even regularly.

When postage stamps were introduced on
Dec. 1, 1850, the large majority of post
offices used dateless straight line post-
marks, with added printed or manuseript
date marking. Only a few post offices had
dated postmarks, namely boxed, small single
eirele or small double cirele postmarks. All
these postmarks, whiech generally had the
town mame in Roman eapitals, were now
used as ecancellers. The regulations pro-
vided that the town postmark had to be
put twice on each letter, once to eancel the
stamp and a second time alongside, for
better legibility. This rule was generally
observed until it was abolished in 1859.
When new postmarks beeame neecessary,
first dated boxed postmarks as well as
small single eireles or small double circles,
all with Roman ecapital town names, were
provided by the postal administration, as in
the pre-stamp period. The pre-stamp straight
line postmarks are known on stamps from
almost all post offices, boxed dated post-
marks from about 40 post offices — those
of the city of Hannover in part also showed
the year date or the hour,— small single
eireles from about 30 towns and only a
few small double eireles, all with Roman
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type town names. In the second half of
1851, a new type of postmark was intro-
duced, large double cireles — 27 to 2814mm.
— with the town name in Roman eapitals
and the date in figures — day and month
— in the center; a few had the hour at
bottom between the ecireles, partly with
added “Abends” or “Nachts”. Until the
middle of 1855 all new post offices and
almost all which already existed were sup-
plied by the postal administration with this
new type of postmark, so that it exists
from almost all post offices. Middle of
1855 a general change in the postmarks
started to take place, The impraetical Ro-
man type postmarks — which accumulated
ink around the serifs of the letters and
therefore were diffieult to elean — gra-
dually were replaced by postmarks with
inscriptions in sans-serif type. The first
sueh postmarks were small single cireles,
varying in diameter from 18 to 24mm.;
they had the date in figures — day and
month — in the ecenter, in a few ecases
with added hour or “Nachts”. About 30
towns received this type of postmark which
was followed late in 1857 by small double
cireles of 2214 to 24mm., with the town
name in sans-serif letters. These double
cirele postmarks had the date in figures
— day and month — in the center and
the hour at bottom between the civeles, or
they had small eircles or other ornaments
instead of the hour indiecation; a few had
the indieation “Nachts” between ornaments.
From the ecities of Hannover and Iildes-
heim there exist such postmarks with “B”
at left and “K” at right (“Brief-Kasten”—
“Letter Box"), from the former also with
“N" and “K” (probably standing for
“Nacht-Kasten”"=Night Box). About 80
post offices used this type of postmark.
Two double eireles, inseribed GEESTE-
MUNDE®*ZOLLVEREIN®* and GEESTE-
MUNDE*FRETHAFEN®, with date and
hour in center, also belong to this group.
About 1860 there appeared at a small num-
ber of post offices a conspicuous type of
large boxed postmark, 50mm. long, with
the town mname in sans-serif letters and
the date in figures — day and month —,
sometimes with added hour. Less than 20
post offices received such postmarks and
they seem to have been in use only for a
short period, which is not surprising in
view of their unhandy and disproportionate
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size; they are all searce to rare.

A few postmasters had their own ideas
about the eancelling of stamps and, ob-
viously influeneed by foreign examples,
used speeial cancellers of their own. Sueh
ecases are known from Freden and Norden
(single eireles without inseription), Soegel
(3-ring without inseription), Melle (7-ring
without inseription), Bunde (negative seal
with arms on a shield) and a few more
(another seal, a grid, ete.) exist, of which
the origin is unknown. All were used for
short periods only and are scarce to rare.

On all issues, we can oceasionally find
manuseript cancellations, simple lines or
crosses, and also often town name, date
and even year. Such cancellations were made
for various reasons, omission of cancella-
tion by the post offiee where the mail was
.posted, temporary lack or unfitness of the
regular postmark, ete.; they are searce,
cspeeially when the town name is written
on the stamps.

The letter eollecting agencies, which
started to operate in 1853, generally wused
no postmarks but put their name and the
date — if at all — in manuseript on the
letters. In only a few cases did letter col-
lecting agencies use postmarks, usually
new dateless straight lines, first in Roman
capitals, from 1855 in sans-serif ecapitals;
a few other singular types also are known.
Only two such postmarks had the inseription
“Briefsammlung” in addition to the town
name, uamely, double ecircles with double
outer eirele, always without date indieation,
which are known from Hamelwirden and
— much rarer — Neuland, where they
were used around 1863.

The travelling post offices from 1853
used straight lines in Roman eapitals, with
date and trip number — I to IV — bhe-
tween the names of the terminals of the
line, Two types exist, one in which the
figure of the day is separated by a dia-
gonal line from the month, the other which
has periods after the figures. Four dif-
ferent line indieations can be found: HAN-
NOVER-EMDEN, HANNOVER-GEESTE-
MUNDE, HANNOVER-HARBURG and
HANNOVER-CASSEL, all also vice-versa.
The place of mailing was marked along-
side sueh postmarks in manuseript, but on
the line Hannover-Geestemiinde postmarks
were also used which showed the abbre-
viated route terminals on one line and the
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name of the station where the mail was
posted on the other, date and trip number
between. Four different kinds exist in this
type, namely BREMEN HVR.-GM., GM.-
HVR. BREMEN, BREMEN GM.-HVR. and
GM.-HVR. GEESTEMUNDE, About 1860,
similar kinds of postmarks were introduced
on the Hannover-Harburg line, but they
were boxed and had the inseriptions in
sans-serif eapitals. Two kinds exist, HAR-
BURG H.-HVR. and HARBURG HVR.-H.

Fieldpost markings were also used after
1850, namely in 1858, 1864 and 1866. In
1858, during maweuvers, the pre-stamp
straight line KON, HANNOV, FELD-POST
was again used, this time as canceller with
a large double cirele stamped alongside,
from which the town name was removed.
During the wars of 1864 and 1866, a new
small double cirele with sans-serif inserip-
tion, K. HANNOV. FELDPOST, with date
in center, was in use.

The post offices on foreign soil eontinued
to use the same types of postmarks as the
domestie post offices.

The special markings of the pre-stamp
period were mostly continued after 1850
and a number of them were occasionally
also used as cancellers. As such, the RE-
COMMANDIRT, FRANCO as well as some
rate markings ecan be found, the BE
markings and the ecireular date mark-
ings, which normally were added to the
dateless straight line postmark alongside
the stamps. They are all searee to rare
on  stamps.

For the Envelopes, special regulations
existed for the ecancelling. The envelope
stamps were not to be eancelled but the
postmark applied to the top right corner
of the envelope. As long as the envelope
stamp was in the top left cormer, this
worked satisfactorily and we rarely find
cancelled envelope stamps, but those be-
eame more frequent between 1861 and 1863
when the position of the envelope stamp
was moved to the fop right corner of the
envelope. But generally, the large majority
of all envelope stamps remained unean-
celled. The same was the ease for the eity
mail letter sheets and envelopes, on which
varions postmarks of the eity of Hannover
can be found alongside the stamps. The
imprinted stamps on the money order cards
were also not cancelled but the postmark
usually applied elsewhere on the eards.
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The ink used for the ecancellations was
first generally black, with a few red can-
eellations as scarce exeeptions. This ehanged
in 1852, when with deeree of April 23,
1852, blue ink was introduced for all post-
marks. Therefore, from then on blue ink
was the regular eolor. After 1852, black
was an exception and still more so was
red, although a few post offices continued
to umse both regularly. Other colors we
know of only in the case of registration
markings, whieh also come in a distinet
magenta shade.

Of the straight line postmarks, a number
exists only on the 1850 lgg and only in
black, while about half of them come also
in blue and on the 1851 issue. The hoxed
postmarks with Roman fype inseriptions
ecame in blaek and blue and so do the
small single ecireles with Roman type in-
seriptions. Of the large double circles, all
come in blue and about one third also in
black. The small sans-serif single cireles
of 1855 and the small sans-serif double
eireles of 1857 almost cxelusively are found
in blue and the large boxed sans-serif post-
marks are known only in blue. The can-
eellations of the travelling post offices
and of the field post offices are also al-
ways in blue.

A characteristic kind of IManover can-
cellation ean he found in the precancelled
stamps whieh are known of all issues. Two
reasons are given for the use of precan-
celled stamps, which were employed only
by the postal clerks on letters posted against
payment in eash and on which the postal
clerks themselves were obliged to affix the
stamps. The one reason is the saving of
work, the other the prevention of unecan-
celled stamps slipping through, as this
entailed a fine against the careless postal
elerk, when it was discovered by a eon-
trolling postal offieial. The preeancelling
was either done by pen strokes — mostly
horizontal or vertical, usually applied with
the help of a ruler to full sheets of stamps
— or by regular dateless postmarks, es-
pecially the straight lines, while other types,
especially dated ones, are rare exceptions.
As such precancelled stamps are never tied
and generally have only part of a postmark,
they usually ean be easily recognized on
letters. This is the only way in which they
can be eollected because off ecover it is
generally diffieult if not impossible fo
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prove that a stamp was precancelled. Pre-
cancellation by pen lines comes only on
the issues 1850 to 1855-56, while preean-
cellation by postmarks ean be found on
all issues, but on the later ones much less
frequently ; around 1863 precaneelling seems
to have stopped almost entirely. About two
dozen post offices are known to have used
the first kind of preeancellation and also
abhout two dozen the second kind; only a
few used both kinds. The least scaree are
all precancelled lgg and lg, searcer are
the 1/30th, 1/15th and 1/10th of 1851,
while the same values of 1855-56 and the
2@ and 3g of 1859 are much searveer. The
apf, 4g and 10g values are all unknown
precancelled, as are the rouletted 2g and 3g
of 1864. When precancelled stamps were
used, pen cancelled ones often reeeived a
postmark as second ecancellation. With
stamps precancelled by a postmark we find
either the same postmark alongside on the
eover or another one bearing a date. Some-
times the precancellation is in black ink —
several post offices continued to use black
ink only for preeancellation after 1852 —
while the postmark on the letter is in
blue ink.

When we make a survey of the cancella-
tions on the various issues and stamps, we
find that the lgg of 1850 comes mostly
with straight line eaneellation in black.
Other types of ecancellation are scarcer;
blue eancellation is rather searce and red
cancellation is rare, On the 1851 issue, it
is the other way around, blue eaneellation
is the rule and black ecancellation is eon-
siderably searcer. Although we still find
many straight line postmarks on this issue,
in black and blue, the dominant type om
this issue is the large double eirele in blue,
with a sprinkling of boxed and other types.
On the 1855-56 and later issues straight
line postmarks are searce exeeptions. The
1855-56 issue shows the large double circles
still in the majority of ecases, but boxed
postmarks as well as small single circles and
double ecireles, all in blue, ean be found
from a number of post offices. On the
1850 and 1864 issues, large double eircles
as well as small single cireles and double
cireles, all in blue, are equally frequent
and only a small fraction of stamps ean
be found with other postmarks or eaneelled
in hlack.

When Prussia, took over the postal service
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in Hanover on Oet. 1, 1866, the use of the
postmarks was continued at all post of-
fices. Therefore, the last used double and
single cireles, a few boxed postmarks and
even o few straight line postmarks as well
as the travelling post office markings ean
also be found om Prussia stamps and en-
velopes of the 1861 issue, all in blue, about
10% also in Dlack. The bhlue ink was gradu-
ally replaced by black ink, so that on the
stamps of the North German Confederation,
from Jan. 1, 1868 to Dee. 31, 1871, practi-
cally all old Hanover postmarks — which
were still in use at about 959% of the for-
mer Hanover post offices — mnow ean be
found in black and only about 60% also
in blue. On the stamps of the German
Empire, from Jan. 1, 1872 on, about 809,
of the Hanover post offices still used their
cold postmarks, with a few exceptions all
only in black. On the 1875 issue, about
one third of the old postmarks were still
in use but they were now withdrawn at
a faster rate and the last ones arc reported
used in 1880. With them vanished the last
reminder of the independent Hanover postal
service.

The lilerature eoncerning Hanover stamps,
stationery and postmarks is extensive,
but it is quite overshadowed by the com-
pilation in the Kohl Handbook, the work
of E. Hoffman, and one of the best, if
not the best of the monographs of the en-
tire handbook. Unfortunately, mo English
translation of this section of the handbook
was published. If is so all encompassing
that other literature about the adhesives
is of little importance. For the envelopes,
Carl Lindenberg's “Die Briefumschliige der
deutschen Staaten”, which in volume IT
also deals with Hanover, although published
in 1895, is still the most valuable source of
information, The most comprehensive book
about postmarks, pre-stamp and eancella-
tions, is “ITannoversehe Post-Stationen” by
Gerhard Miiller, published in 1935. With
these three books, the Hanover collector has
all he needs, provided that he ean read
German, as there is nothing of comparable
value available in English.

In the Secoti Catalog there are listed 25
different adhesives of Hanover. Eighteen
of them are priced higher unused than used,
three are priced the same and only four
cost more used than unused. Of the un-
used stamps, the most expensive ome is the
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lgg of 1850 ($200), the highest priced
used stamp is the 10g of 1861 ($80). Un-
used there are ten stamps priced $10 or
less, ftive #5 or less, two #2 or less and
one 45e; used eighteen stamps are prieed
$10 or less, eight #5 or less, four $2 or
less and ftwo 50e¢ or less. The listed ad-
hesives complete total unused $765 and
used $340; if we always take the cheapest,
unused or used, the total is only $200.
Therefore, a collector of moderate means
will encounter no great diffienlty in get-
ting the country complete, although for
really fine econdition he will have to pay
close to full catalog. The specialist, of
course, will have to invest quite a suom of
money to get a sizable colleetion and the
largest Hanover ecolleetion in existence is
valued well in six figures.

Hanover is not only one of the most
interesting  and  philatelieally rewarding
countries hut its colorful and beautiful
stamps make it the esthetically most satis-
tactory among the Oll German States. The
attractive network issue, with its borders,
is the esthetie highlight of such a eollection,
but philatelieally the multi-colored frank-
ings, the numerous splits and the cancella-
fions are no less fascinating, When a col-
lector is in a financial position enabling
him to spend freely, he ean assemble a
really large Hanover collection and achieve
one of the zeniths of colleeting, beecause
in no other Oll German State ean he ob-
tain such an attractive and enchanting
display. Tt is a real pleasure to look at a
intelligently built and arranged Hanover
colleetion. The eollector of smaller means
can profit from this attractiveness by re-
ducing the staudard of condition, which
will enable him to aequire a representative
showing with a smaller expenditure. Buf
in any event, Hanover is an ideal country
for the specialist and if he has real devo-
tion and sufficient means, he will be able
to assemble a colleetion whieh in respect
to appearance will he superior to the spe-
cialized collections of most other countries.

(Next: XIX, Heligoland)

FRIEDL EXPERT COMMITTEE
522 Fifth Ave., New York 36, N. Y.
Expertizing of Foreign Stamps
Terms free on request
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