
EUROPEAN CLASSICS

XIII. GERMANY, EMPIRE
Th erm(l1! Empire of the classic t:W1P

prl'iod-o'fficin.lly cullcd "Deutsches J< 'iell"
-was cr fitI'd ou .Trmullry ),,1 n l]l1rillg
th Frallco·Germall War, by :t proclamation
i ued at the Y I' nill Pain 'e, wll II "il
II 1m T, Killg' of I'rus ia, 'I'll prOt Inhll L
EmllCrOr oI Gcrmany. 'rhe Jl II' li:mpirc (lOIl

lji ted of 25 stat , ml.1lll'ly foUl' kill~rlom

( nvarin, Prus itl ,a){on~' >Il1d WurttCIll
lJllrg) fivo graud duchie thi1't I'll hcl,ics
alld prill ipnliuc th thr I' frl.'c citic (Br"
men Hamburg an 1 ubI' k) and th II 'wl~'

ncquired "R ieh llllll] .. llllee-Lorrllinc
(Elsa -Lothringen). ima I'd in the Ilt l'

of Eu:rope, rllltlll~' border 01 the north
011 the orth en, ('nmark nlld tll Baltic.

Oil on th cast 011 nu sia (Baltic Prov-
iu an I Kingdom of olalld), Oil II
outh on u.stria ( alicia. ,il i11, Bollelllin,

l'pp I' Au tritl. al~burg, Tyrol aud orarl
herg) amI wit~crhlJld, on [b w tOil

rauce B Igium allc] tI, ~e h rlnnil, t
'O"cr d a territory of almost 210,000 sl]. mi.,
with a populat.ioll of Il ad)' 41 lllillioll in
1 71. Th n w callitnl Brr1'lI-tll Iorm I'

'apital of Pru ia-had 2, 00 inhahit:lllt,
ill 1 ~l.

TIle con. titutioll of the ll'l" elllpire am'
into forI' 011 ~ fllJ' 4, 1 71 a",1 on tIl llllle
dllte the II w postnl aclmini tl'ntiOll, the
"J"(,lrlI.$P()<~t" sturt cl to or rat . 'I'h 011'

slitution entitled tilose state', which llncl at
that tim th ir GIn! po tat nrlm.illi trlltiOll

-Ba 1 n Ba\'arill. lllld "~urtremherg'

keep them and to contwu!! to ,on/lu,·t Illeir
OWIl po tnl s me . But onl.,· nayaria nllll
Wurttemb rg ma,l u f thi pr;,-ih'g-e,
whll Rnl1 11 relill{Juisheil itR OWll III stal
servi.ce on De . 31 ] 71 and had it tu ken
0\' I' hy h "R ieh p I" on J:llI, l. 1 7:l, II

the arne da)" tilC]10 al ef\'ie i.ll A I. n "
L rrain UlltU th Il S<'parntely concluctl·d.
alo wa nh orh d h)' th "R ich P .t".
Th t nitor)" or th "Reich, pu t" now in·
clncler] tll!' whole t I'r.itor." of th(' o-call('eI
Nor h (l rlllflu Po tal Di tri·t ("~·()I'(l·

II ut h I' Po tbezirk") plus Hadell and Al-
ace·Lorraine tbl'rrfore l'nelldillg' to all of

rmany ,c p Bill' ria an I Wurtterulwnr.
covering :l territor.\' of littl liver] 7 ,noo
qual' mil with about 3:; millioll iullllhi,

tllnts.
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When ]'1' "Reiehpo t" was cstaoli h d it
took 0"1'1' aU l/fJl>t officI'S of he "'"or111 cr
lJlall Postul Distd' IIS ",eU n the lit le
01' 'I' _0 po otfiel.'s ill ISILC -Lorrainc,
which until thcn had b 11 adlllini t r d hy
til X rth ermllll Po till Di i ·t, n J: II.

I, l 7:!, th "R i 11 po "al'O to k 0" r lh~

po t ofliee aelen, wlli h numbered
uhont :13 ,tl w 11 It th ub·p 8 offi
ii, that 'OUlltt')·, the "Po ahlagcII," of whic1J
291 xist d Oil tllat dn,v. Tbe 110 tal R)'stl'm
of ti,1' • ·orlh rmall 1'ostnl Di friel, whi 11

ill turn had 1l.' n bu. <1 on tim of Pru ia
'I'U continn d. It llidaea II( po t office
ill 0 n~rul cia 1', nCl'ord.ill~ to their illl
p(lrtuue(', IllHI op('rnl,'d in ;ldaiti n to Ib

r gular 1 os offi l' n gr nt lllllllb I' of
postaL ugl'1l ie I Nl.lled "Postagent.Dr 11"
whi h 11'.'1' post offil' I"jlh gr u '.I' 1'1'
llu a f\'ic, Th Badcn "Po tll.bJa.,en" all
w rc convl'rtetl into urh po tal Ilgencil'S nllli
('OlltinU d t unction;' su'1J.

Till.' •R if·h 11 ,t" a1 0 took 0"1'1' from the
l\"OrllJ Tel'man Pos nl 1 i ·hi·t a llumb l' of
!lIJN' ffirrlJ IIbrO(1d, Most of thclIl '" r
fJurd 'I' offiN' wlll'l1 werc to fa 'ilita! tho
ran it of mail to 0 Iwr e lIntri as nch
Hiee' at R(1J> I (. witzcrlall<l) fd /I;:(lcll

11IIc1 r'c>,'o ("'"eth rlnnd), HI: one p t
office Ilia at 0/1, lantino!,', in th Turk
ish Empir(' can 110 cOllsiflercd a rca I IJ081

off'ic alJl'ollcl,
The po till Inw of ] 71 1 Y

whil'h tb, .. Rcicl1 po" c lalJli bed us
;1 nHJl1(l1'01~' of h 0\' 'rnUJ n , ha'l It 10 p-
h"le. hy rl' tri ..tiu thi. monopol~' t tile
postal en"icc hetw n dift I' II town, Thi
fold prada rl ili hll i. for th "tllili h
m lit of llril'lIll mllil .YCn:iN',Y, whi'li ,. '11'

dUl'll loeal ma.il enice. During' II cln ic
tllmp peri d nly in n . w ii,'"W re su('h

'nil'c ahlLlI ,I and onl.'· in Dalilluel!
: l'rJl':HP lIInii em,'(' netna'!." u I tamps.
rnll'r th nnm "Bri f· und ru k I!rifl n·
Exp('lliti()n" Deh a 'it.,· maiL sen,jce flllll'

tioned in Jk"lill itom May 1 73 to AugUR
1 j 4. when it Wll uboli hed u unprofi nhl ,

,'rmau)", until .hltl, 1 1 75. u'ell two
I'I/(Tf I/d/.., 'i'lln 1,,1' and ro h n for 1111'
lIorthem part of the eou try and Gulcl(,l1
lIull Kr 1170 I' for tll JIlU h mall I' 011 II rn
I'ur'! wlli'l! con i t('(l of 13nll(,lI, HCSijPIl,

,',,(·hS'il-).:! ini"gou, SUChSCll' obuJ'g- 'OUlll

2-45



remaiuffi in onl il Ih 'Ullp]y w: ex-
huust d, Th 0 IIaruburO' l'it~· tamp n
only I' main II in us hut U w prilltings w r
iliad' U1Jtil th' eml of 1 'i,b, wilen it was
witlllh:l\m all I dlJlllOneti7.ec1 on Dee, 31,
] 'i+. Til l' ,forI'. it is III 0 " futlfled .ed

th' "Rei h 'P t" 1111I1 h uld be
Ii 1 11:1 11,11, if u(·l,;! r]ouhl li tiug of

the same stUIlIP f r two eounlrie \\·t're not

impl'Hcti\'al. The tclt'gnlph lamp r llI;llut'd
ill u I' long I' U11til e't. 31, 1 72 Oll "hi·11
dat the)' W!'rl' repla(' d an:I acmoue ized.

Tb fir a'tual. awp llf the "R ichs-
p 'I" wer u l'd from ,1rlll. 1 1 ,2, u which
d'l." the new PO,qiaf! ~ iamp,~, Poslal EIl

velop ~ and TrraZlprr,q becam valia £01'

[lostag('. Tb(' r;r~ Po, (a7 C(/rd.~ W r ' oed

On ,Trill. 1. 1 ,3: llr('\;OU I\" po tal 'anl
OrllJ \ -ith ta.mIl pll t d n were 1, a

!W! 'li.,!' tMI el b;y Ill' Xorth rman Po tal
Di tri·t in. 1 'i ,PoxWI (mix /I'W, 0110('11 (I

Brlll!1 (lr(7 followed Sl'\'eral monlhR later.
Td/'fITtI]/1I Slal1l/l,' w r u d on Not'. 1,
I 7_, OffiC'i//l • 'tamp, I\' l' tli,qro lilll d.

By deeree of ::\'0\. 30 1 Il, pril'(lll'l!1

lira, 1'1'11 ,~I(/Iiolll 1'.'1 'I'll' intrllllu"cd. ,hlmp.

cuuld uo\\' II I ,'int 11 ag:liniit a small fee
011 lWlYatl'l,I' supplicfl t'nvelop th l1lilli·
mUIlI Clrtl r 1 ing lO,(1(}O 1]\'('lop .

Til - 11 w . tamp. and • ta ioner," wcr'
i 0 ti to th po -t ..Cit:·' :IOll old I the
pohli' ror it. con\" lli 'uce u t'arl~' 1'I Dec.
1:-, ] iI, onl..- ill Bud '11 ana Al :Ie ·Lorraill
this \\':\1> "claJI'II unlil the lust flay 11.r D',

('t'mh.." 1 i1. Prcmatlln /f.~(,. hefor Jan. 1,
] i:", i ' kllowlI ill a few cas' .

"\\h n Ihl' . tump and ta ion 1')' \\"1'e in·
trol1u' 'd, tll' same cllllominlltiOll" II hatl
II 'cn in u e 1r th ;.or >r 10 {t'J'mun Po tal
Di,tl,i I, w l' iSSUl'll, namely 0!?: J..;i~, y,g,
1". 2~ and 5g for fhl' Northern Distritt.
ami 1kr, 2kr 3kr, 'ikr :1m] 1 kr fill' tll'>
,'our1l'1'I1 OJ, ri ·t, a. w 11 a. lll~ alii! :lOg

f I' hot b "iiil ri·t. Pur llamhurg til, 0
'ity mail, r:l.n!' r UI:tin d ill U • [I. stated

])('[0,,('. During tIll' t'l"ssjl' IUl1lp period,
ollly I\\'0 further "alu,,:! wer' j u('11 OJ) 01'.
I, 1, i2, n:II11(')'\ 21,~~ for lilt' _'"rlhl'rn i·
trid 311.1 :til l'lIW\'ul'll ,kr for the. uthern
Di 'Irit'I, both for I ('al rl'~i 'Ier -,I 1"1'

:U1d ;l1so u dul for rh' '\1(' ·itll tlelil' r,\' fe,

p:tn'('l )I :t Ilml moil to fOl'l'ig-n 'OUlltri s,
(' pe'i:llI,\' to l'Jngland :mel tlH' Fnil f1 • tut .

f ]10, tul 'Iulion r,'" ollly 'lJ\'clopt'S 0 IA"
:ma 3kr a well :t.. wruPII 1'. f I~ and

(distri t of oburg Duly), wU1"7.bu rg
Rull lstudl and th Ii ri ts of Frank
furt ~Illl ,un, ""Vi'sbadl'll and igmal'ingcl1
of Prussia, The Th'l1 r (ill) was lividd
in 0 30 ,h n (g) h n \\'u

equiml nt to L f nni
(glll) W:'lS <li\;ded ;n
1 he r In ion tw n r seh 'n alia l'r uz,'r
wa 1 ,I"osel! '11 eCjuinll(>llt (I 3~ Kreuz r

but in the post-al . I'" i('(', sp(> 'ial r,ll '. were
u el, 11 g]'ding Ih fradions. III somt'
st,'\tl' , 10e.nl 'urrelleil' remain a in lli f r

om' tim in addi i II to the regular eur
rCIl('Y, bu hi i philat Ii 'nil: import.ant
only for Hilluburg wbere for cit)' mail II
rat of y, ehillin~ l)uivaJellt- to 40 pf n·
nig remain d ill for , Oil .J~H1. " ] 7;)

the )rurk (m), divi I] 1nlo](1 (IJ w) Pien·
ni (pf) WIIS int r luI' d in the po tul en'
iec II nnif I'm eurr tH'o .-r Or lI!t'i!llII a.Hl
diS/MIl' " 110' III tri sy telll W:l eUlplo,,'e,l,

1'1Ie classic Sl1l1llP pe'riod of (lel'lIlfIllV

n(l d witl) til illtrodut'tioll of th n '\I' uui·

form eurn'n,')' r r h whol 'lIIJ1ir tlll.JUll.

I, 1 i:i. til r('fore t'xtellds onl." on'1' little
lllllr thall 3Y. Je:tr . .D1lrillA' thut l' rit,d,
tu U wI)' I'r at tl mpir was eonso1i(lllt (1
alld reOl'galli1,t'(l, but. witllOut :l11Y importnnt
poli i,:,1! or Jlostnl-hi torielll oc-c-lIn n ,(! •

\\'hl'll t h ..J eiell It'· t:lrtl'tl to opera ('
it had at it 11' 'po:al tb .I//mp L u'd h,'
tht' .\'or/l, (:. rmall Po, tal ! i"lricl tor th
'oulltde llf tll Sortll 'ouf"nl'rll'

ti~ II , ~I'he.\' ~,·t'I'1' continu 1 in u. (' lIlIll tllt'r"·

fon' Ill' ually I I('"nl' 111 fir t stumps of tht,

"R i-lIsp ". 'l'h 'ta11l)l. us tl bet",e n
:lfll.· 4 and D' . 31. 1 71 '1111 be 'ollt'eted
n "for runll r ", Til y were tIle p rfora (1
1 69 is lie ou i rillg l) 10 Ill~ tumps of

J4g, YJ[{, 0g ]g', 2g ~md fig fot· tll N rtlll'l'O
Distriet. lkr, _lu, 3kr 7kr ,lUll 1 kr i(ll'

tl. • outll ru Di ri t, 111' '-1s lIInp for
th Ihuubur ity mllil and two bi It values,
109 nuel ~O~, II eil in bo 11 till-trit·t ; po, till
ell" lope IIf Jg am1 3kr, wmppel' of Y.lg
and lkr ffieial po i'age tamp f!4g
YJg, 0g, 19, 2g, lkr 2kr, 3kr :llJ!l ikr,
i u rl ill 1 -n, a wl'll us I Jr·gNlph amp,
i 11 tl ill ], fl. ,in ht'" 'UUl1Iill:lti II. of '/2g,
ly<\g 2Y,g, Jg ,3, g. JOg' Ilfi11 30g', u 11
in ho b aistriels, Tilt, l\ol"tb German Postnl

Di trit't po Inl Sffl111PS :lml tationer)'
in 1'0 '11C11 una 1\ r mel' tur1' 11 ')' W 1'1'

withdrawn nud d ilIon tilled on D(', 31,
J i] xc pt be 10 and 30 tamp, wbirb
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1 7.3, Th t'l graph tamps \\" r tr nletl
tUffer!'u Iy- althou -h they were ill Uroscbcn
("mr!'u')", th)' w r n t us d up l>ut w r
"i.thdrawll and lcmoDetizctl 11 L> ' 31,
1 74, The only primt mail !'r\ice in Ber
lin, had 'd to operate bel r tb n,l
or tbl' In i, mp l' nod, in Au rust 1 ; ,

1'b po"lal ralfOR of lli "R icll pl>, " W r ..

to a large part takeD 0\- r from th 1 orth
erma.u Po till Di ·f-rid bu a few ,bau

to k pia" m' tic lett T paid 19(3kl"
up to 15 gram anrl 2 (ikr Irom 1.3 gnllll

1'0 5 gram, 1 '"I lett r Yzg(2kr), ill
Rambul"go y. ,~rh f f r I t ':ml , \'111('11
had be II the same as for letters, wa l'e

du cd on Jan, 1 1 ;2 to Yzg(2kr). Printod
matter p3ltl l1g(lkr) for e\"ery 50 grall!!l'
from 1 n this W<lS rc'lueerl to %g(lkJ
up to :!!"(I gl'llDl ; o\"er ",50 am 0 500
gram the rall wa 3g(llkr), Ltll'nl Jll"inrl"d

matte!' paicl }1~, dimple 1ir t pail! lhe
,'lim rau, a prillt l matter, Itlt r 0 (:!kr)
up t _5 gram, Th registration f an 1
th r for r -turn r I' ipt. "'"I'r ~~( ikr ),
for pe('i.al d"li el')" "'~g(9kr). 1"01' mOTl"~'

1'L1er , lIlon': rd'r 'lIT1l and par - I l' 1,
eomplicat d rat \" re cllarged r rtl."
1m d u \-nlue w i ht and di tall .\'. For
for igu mail more llIli:fOTlll rat 'l" re in
u , th 1 tt'r r:ltt' 1 iug 2 (7kr) or :..0
(9kr to ruost Europ nn couutri , T( om
neighhoring e uutri for cxalllpl' 11 tria
UJI(llIullg:uJ, til aUle fecs us for tl011l '8ti '
mail w re in fOrl-e,

Posta e lamps were used for th 1'l1y'
men 0 lHI tng 11 all kinds of Ilutil u 'h
a II' t'r., Iltl card print (1 walt r, :<alll

III , mou 'y I er. c coo a well a for all
peeial fct,. n rration, '[H1Cial dc,

li'er:. r " Til 11 of po ag tallll" h:Id
been ex end 1 prior 0 Jan, ], 1 i:!. to Ihe

lll'Wly inrrodo'·11 mnn y nl 'r -:ud. a 1lI1
par 1 P , ear • n whi h all f'e' oultl
1... puid Ity mea IIf tamp _ Th' was con
tinut:d arter tb. lIew stamp>; w re intro
duced on ,Toto, 1, ] I:!, and th hi~h \'lllu "
-51! aud ] kr llS ~. 11 a 109 aud "Og
almo t du i. I: \\"I're used on UlOne)'

1 ttt'r" ltlllUt" ord r ard and pilI" I 1 (1st
c:lr,l , ",hil' their u I' 011 OUIC1' mail, USU:lJl~'

OlUy all 11cavy leUers to fopigll ~01lnh;1'8

nl' mal l to eli ta nt OV(!J'S a p!a('c', \\,fl' Yet")'

linrited, '1'11' two higb '\'aID ,lOg Hnd 30g,
w r Dot old to llc public, but the l)ostal
derk p3 'l th III 011 mail ubmit 'd t

lkr W I' is u (1, ju a hrui '/I th '(I

iu lho )[or111 l'lll.aJl P stnl l)" Iri't. Th
first po' al 3n18 with printed stamps w r'
introduc 1 on Jan. 1, 1 ;3, ~g and 2kr
1" p u\- I)', \yhich weT follow a '\' ra1
month lat r by po al c(lrds wi h a (I b 'd

r ply p tal card, ~g+X ana ~kr+2kr,

or the printing oj' stamp on prin1t I)'

uppJied eu\'olope fir only 19 (lnd _
W(,1" P rmitt d, in ,ddition to }1g which
\\"a' onl)- rmitted for rtail1 mrilllhl
ill titutiou, But due to th act, tbnt the

rd r was 1000 11\"'lop' 110'

body rl r' g Dud 2g stamp imprinted
On envelopes >LlIU such tatioll'r.v i unknown
from t1l:1t IJcriod. B.r deer of f::tI'('h 6
1 i2 th minimum requ.ircm n ahol·
i hcel and tIl p em; iou xt II de 1 t pri
mt Iy uppl; d ] tter sheets ,,'rapp rani!
l' t 'arcl , ~ 'ow all alu _T/'g, }1~, Yzg, 19.
2g. 2~g. 5g; lkr 2kT 3la ;kr. 9kr 1 kr
could be ]ninte<l on en.clop s an,l 1l'tt r
sh t,}1g llnd ]kr on wrapp rs n w U a
y,g and 2kT n po, eard, F r th tIl'
graph Lamp - 1h am Hlluc as Ior Ulcir
prell or' f h J:-ortlt ,erman '011-

ederatioll., J,..g It,1g 2Yzg, 4g. 5g 1{, 109
and 30 , w re i- ued and used in lioth 'Iii-
trier,

Of thl' 1Ir;1'0/ mail spf!';crs nl~' tl.,
"Bri f· und Druck ·brift n-E 'p diti n' of
n..rliu i u d nihesiv as well as tatiOll
ry first on fay 27, 1 ~3 2p P tngll
tamp alHl 2p1' po tal cards, III Mil)' 1 H,

additional 3pr po tal ('ard \, re i 11 as
well a lY.g man y colle iug( "0, , car 1 ,

The iu rorlucoon of th 11 W :.\rark and
P enniJr I'UIT n 'yon Jnn, 1. 1 ;:", nd d
tll n .lulu!' 0 The - amp' in r eh n
and Kr uz r urr lIC)', Th hg nIl ~

stamp a w 11 n all Krenzer tamp, Ill'
~g and all {r uzer tanoll ry wer with
dmwll on D " 31, 1 14 and rlrmondi= 1/
on the aDl day, beeaus
tll II w urr n 'Y w uld lut\' 1 d to fradiun'
f a pf Illl.i , The y. llambu.r city mail
tamp for the" a III reasons al n W3 with

drawn a1l(1 d mon tiz d au nec. 3], ] i,l,

The ,alii fntl' hell th two high '-3101'.
109 alld 30g, The otl1('r valu s in (-l-r schell

UIT ney, po tag tump alltl tntioller,V,
which w'r nsil)' 01l\'el' ihl' (]g=llC'\\,
10pf) l"e.maiucd in os to b use 1 up, Th r
were withdrawn almost It ~' ar hIter on
De<" ]6, 75 and cl monetized 011 D , ::11,
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Ilu('otl~·., a rt' ult on -taUOII ry :16 (lif
f r lit dit' pf Ih 19 stamp 1 of the }1g.
9 of III 3kr, 6 of he lkr amI two ell h f
WI.' }:\Io:' :Ind }/,g ('fln dis ingui 1, d. 'I'll II

of h' 19 ar di,-ill-a 1ly .l eeialists into
(li with small cay.mm.) aur1 large ( 111m,)
llUl1ICl'ILl', POl' tll .010'l'I<,ss mbo 'si ng, tll

llie> -fil.t in h "[)I'ovisionnl" th 11 in tlle
'!lcfilli!(''' arm d('sign-w('r I.'ut in s ('('I,

th('re Wll on1r 011' di for each f b two
dl' i 11 r'r m whiclJ all mat ri'll f r til m
bo iJlg' for II sl:lmp as w.oll as for thl'
-til ion ry, i (h'rin~d,}' r the y rpriut.
"~%" and "." on 111 20g fUld 9kr stamps,
JlO s(;purl1te rlies wore lllaf1f' but th priot
ing pi,,! 'S b·p(,-Sl,t. 'rlJ rlic for the 11'0

po -tal ":Ii'll t:lIl1p W r al 11 ut 1n 11.'1'1.
For h high mlul' , 101! IUIlI Mg, the dies

of tht' •arne 'alul-' of the orth Gl'rlmUI
Po.lal Di. tril't wert' U ed ouly th - nam of

hI" 1'0 III adruini. trillion wa. rhallg tI 11~'

war ot working die.. The same was Ihl
ea e or the tel-gl'llpll s ,lInl's, Th ke~-!le·

ign fur these' strtlllpS, wllich h:llI no valu
indil'u!inll. wa, u ii, uHl'I' thl' inscl'il IiOII
lulel I",t'll (:han I,ll, ~R, ·IrE - remo\'l-rl
lind l' l'lnc{'d hy a ,1 . 11 (If (:1'0 and
small 110t-, all 11)' way of a workin T

.lit', Thl' pri.utin pIa for th fig-ur or
,31Ut, nud OR " 'lIE." ,,-llkll w re add 'j

in 3 l't'ond I)rinting, we're typ· t..\11 die
were madll in!h Prll 8iull ,'llltC Printill~

"ork 11: 8 nif clIgrlll'et'sj it is elailllcri tllnt
tLp (li"s for till ('nlbossod :ll'In. WNO nl311e
b,'" hI' famous -nl!I'Il\'I'I' ,chilling, wlto cut
w.- ,Ii.' for 111:11I.'" -mbo. sPIl ItI-, rnlllll
• it t' ll\"elopt.' UlllJl.

1'1' 1'1' nt'/I!! ",n',ri"l II ht' \':Ir;ou,;

fUlli'· II'f1S 01. :, iUl.I rr 1m h· nri1611a1 tlil"
11~' el\'('!f(,typin _.\ for lh~ ~ 3111lJ" of Ib'
-or!ll ,'nlliUl Po. tnl Distri t uUtI IJI't~

,'i()u 1,1' I h e of ]>1'1Is'in-tll(' plnt~· ('(,"
sis! a of 150 (ksigns, in ]5 rows ot' ]f.

For thr frllme of the stalllp ill Ihe UI'IlI

l-yp, UiO matri(' wpl'e nl:ltl for ('IIt'h
valul! 'I em led in UI prolJpr iz· of h
pInt alld then an eleetrot)-pe made, whi h

w m un n woo and u. d a plat"
for tll - lJrinting-. "'111m morp I'Tin ing pl.3
wel'l' lIeetled mOTe uC'h (;1 rtrnl)ll of ht'
11'1101 plnte WI']' IlIal1' lind US('(] , 'I'llc mount·
ing of tJj lInt's Olt woo ~ S-'niS to han'
1) II aC'eomplishrd 11)" nailing or er ,,'iul!'
th m on in the hI1I1I1: centl'r r tIle d ~ij:!11

of th four cornt"r tamp, ('opie of u('h
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tamp II which h nail II :1(1 erew
head wows in color are kIlOWII of evernI
valu . Th plat and count r pht for

th 0111 ing of the arms w r m.anufae
tor d {rom thc or; inal (Ii b)' embossing
oMn.ininf{ four mnlricl' ",hiell in tUTn W re
nseil 1'0 1IIl1nufnC'tnr th )50 r)j('IIl'~ IIlnl
)50 oU1Iter eli 'h to form Ih platl!s of
] 5 , TIl(; pLates for the 109 and 30g tUlIlpa,

l( w 11 a fOr h t lograph tamp w r
mild in the nUl manner 3S th plate for
tbe framl'S of til po t.'lg tamp, The

ttin r l' h " rprints "_y,' ano "!I"
:\s w 11 fL th ,':tIn ilHliC:1tion of th tell'
gl'llph stamps wCl'e type-sct alld were thrn
prol1nhlr rlectl'O~'1 r1. Th I' III' mllny smnl1
val'illtion in til ]l. ition of the fibml' s,
e pf'eially in he 2Y," of h postng
tamp, whi·b I' 1 n t thelll ,I\" on \' r~'

-hl'ct pI' ,';n hal all priJI!iug = t rinl
rattle from till' am tting. The only con

spicuoll variation I.'flll 1)(' found in position
114 of the ZJh wh'rt' Ihe OIl" of th "Y7 is
tlistinctl.v shifte] to the left. The stumps
on postal stationl.'r'Y fiS far as those in till'
IIIho 'fl arm typ ar COliC mea, W I'

print 11 iug!)" .from the tU s while tIw
Will P 011 Ihe ]>0 tal rard WI'- print (1 to

~eth l' ,,'ith the franlt' and text, fr m "plat

of at Iell 1]6 Ird.
For he value f01' whieh ther wer the

larg-st SUI plie II d d ev I'nl frnm pint
wero mn'le nlld pRl,tly us d sllllultfllleously.
To distinguish these plates til 111'inl.ers us d
eithl'1' pLat number -only ''1'' is known-<ll'
Ie l' -Ie t l' 1) tw II A alltl :tl' kuo\\"lI .
Ther were no imprint and no mal'ginals.
Onl~' he raIn - f '<Jg. 19 :Illil 2/t . l' known
wil1J It't 'r ou tll' h ('t uuu-gin 1) low th
110 om ll'f "orner -tamp :111(1 II 0g witl,
"I" 1Jt'low the IltIttolll ri lit eon,er stamp,
hut Ilut all all plate. rrh tIl l' \'aIu s fir

no knll\\'u with plate 1ll.arId11g' , wIlieh nrC'

nI 0 mi in/!' on til 109 (111(1 30K, a well
a on tb elegrnph (1IlIp. or he Ill-

11 in, uls "1':1] pInt w r u.s u
tb r "" re no p iaJ markings 0 distin·
guish tb m, A a! I a t ral of the tram
1'1.11, w('r us d f I' btl, klOd of a.rm
em! ossiu , the aliI V1ute markin arc
pUl'll)' lulown Oll the sta111[ witL the 'pro_

'-1sional" as II' II :18 th "definite' arlllS. Oil
801ll of the Kreuzer "alue , we find faney
double ero es on the top as well n on tIle
hottom h t margin f I' wlu'l, tll r i no
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reaa~' explanation, 'I'ho,\" come ollly Oil til
must Heed d '1"0lues, 11<r akl' nlHl 71<1'. It
may btl thnt the marking w l' appli {I to
di tinguish . om of Lit la.ter plat s of the
Kreuzer "alues and that a cross (0 rilllUl

"Kreuz") was u ed for th e K.l'euzer
t:UllpS to supply I~ marking which wtls asy

to rememb r, 11 fral1le plate of the postag
tamp' in arms d sign Imd th plat of

tIl(' tele aph stamp had two 11 edIe dots
at the lop as well as at the hottom she t
margin ne:l guide for th emh sing or
the vaIn' O\'l'l'pl'illl, th oth I.' n' gu.ide for
th perf rn.ti u· 1he 1 g and 3 g lHld 0111'

U edIe dot each 011 tla I £t lutd rigllt mar

gin while t]le ovel'printeiL 2Y,g :mtl 9kl'

stamp even llad thr c neOtH' dots llUch 011

the top 3)td bottom heet nll1q:-ill, as guides
01' he o'l"el'print, ('Illhos. ing and perfora

tion, Thore exist rL lllllnher of constant plal"

flaws, but nonc 'is uf :lny special signifi
call 'e.

The printing of al] stll1nps wa clone 011

til 1 t,t I' press, It Sf'('IllS tlwt in some cases
esp cially for th mOst 11('0(1 d \':ilues, two
plat s of 150, side hy i(l w('l"e us cl hllt

th emhos iug mnM hl1\1(' h n clone oul,"
with 'iugl \ llat s of ]50. A.ll issurtl Ileel~

'ontain d 150 t:unps, in 15 )'ows of 10, fOI"

the 109 and 30g in 10 row o· 15.
'l'her' xist no I' 'nl prill Iing errors on the

{''l:ls ic taml)S f the Gel"man Empire, clue

to tll effiticllt. .joh of Ihf' Pru 'ian • tatt"
Printing Work. nly some pnrtinl doull>
print of th fl'UllU', due to ililt (lIu'iug
th. printing, nre I'pl1l:1I'kn1,1 tb ni('est
one l)eing a Ill' with 'rg- shielcl which
~hO\l", tIl left numeral elonbl d, as lin "11 ",
Le :t<'cul'lIte wa th e11lbo,~ ill{1 of the

st[lIlIp8. 0 g mlille inv I't d mbos illgs
hn"p heen foantl, llllt. morC' or le s . II' ng1)'
shift c1 muos lng ai' 110L too l'lIl', Of
SO\' 1'[11 \'nlnes in both tYVes of the arllJS,
l'eguJar lonb] emlossiHg's were found
mostly on. unused 1m also on u 'c1 opie,
They are sometimes not vory obvious aDd
we believe tbat OlUe eopi s with doub]
mbo sing still ax lumb ring unde ecte{l

in genel'al C llection or dealers' ock,
uriously enoug-b, almo t all knowlJ u cl

stlllnp in th large shi lcl type with double
emho ing weI' LIS d h't\\' II R ptemb I' aull
Deceruber 1 74, th I'eror at the ver~' enel
of tllo classi tamp pedod.

TIl fir t printing. of a num1)er of v.alues
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luul an ilJvi,~ible ,mdNprillt, which was the
SlIlIIl' as that usl'd for tho postag stamp of
1ile ol'th orman Jonfeilcration. Tbis
ullderprint ,,'as abolished shortly there
,~ftcr lmd nl~' 34g, j/,g, Ig, 2g, 5g I1ml
3kr StlWIP~ arc IalOW11 with it, It i re=k
all that th y. Hamburg city mail stamps
print d uuder the ]'u.le of th 'R ichspo t"
llacl no uud rprillt which Jn~ s tll m
f hf' retien 11~' a new issue of the "Reichs
post". 't!J undcrprint norman)· invi ible,
SOIll tim s hl'coUles accid >ntall>" visible du
to chemica] influ no . it tan also be brought
ou pUI'J}Q eli' showing in bl' \\"n wben 1'0

lucing agent. are employ d and in y 110w
when oxidir.iJlg ng nt' nrc used.

The P(tpCI' for all staml)S 1111d stat.ionery
l')ieept til po tal carl, wa rcgul~lr white
macllin -made paper which show, Illy ill
sig-nificant v:l.l'iatiou', For the po tal colll'ds
thin cal'(lboal'd of Ii. ht l)llff oolor was
useel,

The ('alar ,~('71CI11e used for tllO stamps of
tlle el'man Empire W,fiS til sam as fOl'

thf' COl'l' spoDding values of til stamps of
the North G l'l1lan onfedel'atioll, violet for
34 f{ fIr en for Y.1g and lkr red oreC1lgo for
,y,g aTlcl 2kr 1'0, e fol' Ig ancl 3kr, bTII fol'
2g and 7k:r alld bi.~/)"(' braWl! £01' 5g and
1 kl'; the 109 aIH] 30g were gray and bIne
1'1' I cti\'cly h tel graph tamp blue with
blad. ,':ilue indica ion.. oon after th st.amps
w re i nell, omp]aint were mad that in
a l'tifitial light the red orange stamp could
(':lily 11 confn' d with th 1'0 tamp.
This led 10 a hmlgl' of color for the y,g
lUlel ~kr stump which 1I0\\" b 'arne yellotf
O/'(/Jlg instead of rei\ orang '. 'I'h ha nge
t:1l'tcl as ad)' a April 1 72· therefore,

lil stamp, ""ith small sbield come in b th
colo]"s whil tll I with larf'e h.ield x:ist
only in tll }'ellow orallg 0101'. W11 n thc
Ill'II' mlll s of 2y.!g and 9kl' WCI' illtro
llnccel, th color chosen for tltcm ""as orallg

ur01/:n. Bu alr ady in the l'arliest Pl'lllt
lng ther were grcat variations and a dis
finet chocolate brown which is all entirely
different color,.i hara teri ti fOr one
of th arly printings. These var.\'ing color
led to onfu ion 0 the D w stamps with
tll )'cllow orange au{] 1'0 e tamps of the
et, 0 thn the "2Y," and "9' overprints

W 1'0 o1'd r d which com only in orange
hl'OWll shade. The tamp Jl p stul sta
tiOIl 1')" '" r' printe I in ilie san' colors as
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Fig, 66

on

The pll'<!tI/ .~1nliOllcry (1]

at" ri tie featur s. Of the
wa' '. u tl in

was mad pu.rpo ely to take accoun of
th fa t, Ihn 11 Jl rforating' tIe"iI' did
no it tll th sb t. exaetly, whi h 0 Iwr
wi. w nld hun' procluce<l too m:lII.V off
cent r t.:lmp; Iti was parU~' all,,\';a tl
by makin tll(' tamp of the fir f or 1,,'
ro\\' shorter. 11 th other hand, . ramI
whieh are higher han rl'1!U1ar tamp, al'l'
of a ill Iltal .m d ll~' irr gulari·
tie iu tile m men of tile lerforating
de-lie whi~h produ t-amps with broader
oro r pc-r . • 1Il freall:i II penorati n ,

run.ning thr ugh tll • n TO:, tamp,
'un be foulHl more frequently than m~y

1) xp cf el, nltll ugh th y ar ill rarc'.
It call be upp(lsed that tile work!'r who dill
th P rforntiHg err r] :mi! ook tll liei'll!
110 S which liould J;Uide thc mbo iug n
guid fOI" th 11 rfornting ausin r tb l'

freak pCl'foTation wbien par Iy lipp<'d
llrougb th Is and w re regularly

i ned.

It elUS that til ncrol in I' P to
th.., perforation in any cas were no "cry
rigid., b(> au. n numLer
.·h ts or p3 rf of heet of the
werc regularly issu d .and us . Known ar
~a. 19 ~l!, :lDcl ;'f{ with SIDaU lli Id ( 'g.
6 ) anrl 0g 19 anll 5g "itb Inrg hi ,] '1.
Th ~g 2g ~I a ~0g willi lar l' shi 1,1
werc also )'oported imporforat hut w hllxe
no proof tbat th :r netuaUy exist. 11 tlie
impel'J'ora e stflmps are of OUT', ra ri ti
and ~r sp ially sought in multiples Or
(Ill eo,·cr.
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he ndhesi,' s, only for be 0g an,l ~kr

tamp' Oil th> tal e~lTds, ,,·hi·1J w re
printed to rl'th r wit h the frame !lncl I1xt,
ora!C}l ~-a hos n.

The allriorntal iilludl's whitIl we 'an fin,I

on h postagl' ; mr ,ar '1uite nunwr us.
Thl' ink Ul cl w r g 11 r.aU.,· of min ral
aud \' ,~·ta.hl origin and i II m to hav'
b en dillieul at tllat tim t I,r 'urc
talltlard '01 r. Tit green varie from

.'" ·lIowi b to bluislJ Iro.rI , thl' 1,Iue vari s
through nIl ·}I(I.}· f bIne ani! ull r:lmanUI',
h lIro\\'n irom rang uro\\'11 lhrnngh T d

hrown 10 'hol'olnt bro,"ll while tIl varia·
tion of Oil' I 11('1' I>o]ors htl\" JU;linl~' iJI

their illteu. ify, for xamp]e, rose throug-h
'arullll!'I'oSI' j 0 tleep llal"luiu , 1'11]0 \'iolM
o hrigbt alld tll'l'}1 "iokt, I'tl'. FOT hI' P ,ta]

a iool'ry, hI' .lIna tioTl are \' II grell t t'r
and Ill' p. a1 ~anl' l'OOle in nUUll'rou
had" from pah.- IlfoWll to hlo'k I,rowu,

Th UI/I11 '''. whit and wa Tn hor pur,'
arabi gum, without any . p ial ~h. ra 
l'n-tie -.

All :lmr. of h· rOlan Empir w r
{"<I p rforntql antI a Ullifonn "nIllI, 1 r·

'ora in", de,-j·, wa' useol for 011 . tflOll'~

I l'rnnd"t1 a perforation la. 4' HY-l'
(1 xl;' l' r ). or the 1I11{ :lmI aOg 1414x
13 -l (1,d4 lll'r[s) __\. hnrizon::ll TOW (10".

and 301!' ,"erli"ltl TOW) wa l'ed'orn1cd Oil

hrl'C i'l. 0," r" T.'- Op ratiOIl f the at··
viee allil ] . op rution were nead d to c m
plete tbe perflll'lItion of a heet. Bither
llie top or Ihp llottolll sheet mnrgi 11 (left
r righ or lOjZ and aOgl wl'r!' l){'rforatC'd
hrou h. I has h n provt>1l rOI1l 11I:1I1

pf'<"ulan ie, I a' h. ,h""t, "'re jn liar'
p I' 'ora "I ir III h ir fll.. . iJ> par frum
heir r '''-1' il1.·. TIle perforllti In i al 0
mel.inll·~ Dlor· or I, - rou h. Th 'f(' ..xi

charn,' eri ti' \":Irien • of aU II' amI.
bem 011 (IT Iwo p rtomtion lower tb:m
re!!lllar ramp.. th r fore klnll \. -I' i 'a1lr
only 16 or, 'Oll id rnuly arcer 1- p -rf'.
For the 109 and 30g. thi apJlli\', corre_'
ponding}y, rh tamp beinJZ Ie. will anol
.having horizon illy ouly 16 or ;' per .,

All these Jl1nlh'T tamp' calli irom the
fir t or h In peratioll I' Ih' P 'rf ,.
nting d vi til,. for i tll(, I' frorn til fir t
or the last row f a sheet. I is c·luiJllctl
that his wa £luI' to in g-ulurHi in the
working of thl' autollilttie perf ,'a ing JUC'C
hani 01, lmt \\' rather lwlil'vC', tltat tilL



in nelless I' ]1eti ion, Th tamps fir thad
lho s1110.]1 shi Id ()agle, froll1 JUII 1 i_
tho larg hi lc1 cagl oml)ossi]l~, From
JUII 1 73 th envelop s W re i U d with
out th black O\'el'l1l'iut, 'rho wrapper "l'l'er
of size 352x.66111Ill, and a1 IIg their ~WI

longer side 1'<111 a bord r lillO in tllC color
of th stamp, 1'11('y eomc wi h th stnmp
with mall a w 11 as larg shi(JIl cmbo ing.
The pOHlal car<1,~ \\ithout imprinted stamp
'orne in mnn,v mriation . Fir t the card of
thc Jorth G rmau Po tnl Di tl'ict, ins ribed
.. onld utsche' Postgebiet- one ponel lIZ

Karte', w l' u ed up, than n]1'enely in 1 71,
11 W curd Wl'I'(' j)rilltl'd witll the I'orm Hum·
1J r " . 154" at botlom right whiell showcll
th II(J\" arm ill 1,h "provisiolla]" design nnd
til' illS'riptiOll "[)cutscl!es l{,cichspostg bict
- oncspoudenz-Karte,' 011 thes cm'ds tllC
cagle wa' SOOII changer] to til I defillit " de
sign and, from JaIl. 1,] 72 h inscription
was chml'" rl to U] cutschc Rci hSlost
1'0, tktll"tl'," 1\ 11 thesl' Ill'ds had a sizc of
163x.10 111m, fllld elabol'ate instruc iOl1s fOr
their' use at bottom. Mi lelIa of 1 72 the
size of til Cllrds w,~s reelucerl to 144x 81l111l,

anel IIOl'tly ther aft('r, from Octolpl', 1 72,
the pl'illted instru tiOIl were omittcrl, 'I'll
reguJar cards wel' on thiu Illlff ('nrel, while
('tlrd with ntt.nch d reply eal'ds w r on
Iilae rose card. They wm'o all sold at the
post office with pastcd-on tamp', "'1lell
thl' ea rel witlJ imprintl'd tamp w I' i u el,
tlte pl'netice of ill 0 Ita\'ing ('nrds without
tnmps wa continued. The cnrds with im

IJrinted st:lmp htlcl an ornlllllenterl frame
whi 'h was clif£('J' lit f I' the Nlrtl. with
Ilttuched reply curd,

f th l}O,~la.1 ,~I(lliolleI'Y with stamp im
prilllerl all 1II'i1'/I(e orr1el'-all in th larger
shielel typ wc h.'we to eli tillgnish I 
tweell two killds, IJnm ly til se which werl'
made fol' actunl u [mel tho,' whiclt weI'
o1'del'erl b,\' stamp dC'n] 1'S to croate collec
tors' item. As th lHlb'lic llIade little lise of
the po i ility of baving stamps imprinted
011 their prh'ate statiollcry, such item were
ahno t unobtainable for coll CtOTS, who at
that time were a mu h intere ted in
statione'ry as in IIdhl'si\,c • tamp, Some of
the cont('mpo1'm"y stamp dealers especially
J". B, Moens, plac I orelers foJ' ncb sta
tioner)' to uppl,v th iJ' }lhilatelic en tomeI's,
Of Sllpll philatelically inspirccl "tMiol1el',Y
th J' cxi t em-elOI es in many color, 'nap-
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pel' Imel Iostal cm'ds in aIL po sible de
uO IJIllla lions. They come almost on 1y unused
ancl are scarce nsed. omm rei::t Uy ord red
'ta t-i n ry of this kind i g nerally senrc
alld exists almost exciusive'ly u cd; only th~

fomnJonly used yulnes ar 1010W11 of such
privately ord red envelopes and only a few
ox.amples of I ri\'utelJ' ord I' d 10 tal cards'
of tIle 'Privately ordered wrappers no com
m reially marl Olle, cm t xi t. Th 1 ttcr
sheets which weI' privately ordered and
which xist with imprinted 19 ....amps only
wcre oreler d by an enterpri jng merchant
who han ad,' rti m lit print (Ion them
:Ind then old thelll blow fac . They me
on whit or blue ]Jllp('r' seven elifferent

rics of n,dv('rti em '1itS Illd. t. I, t of th se
I tt I' h cts although ol'igillally made witl!
out philatelic intent were purchll8 d by
i10alcrs lIul collectol's 1'1111 therefore used
copis are con'idcrably 1'111' I' thllll unused
one, III ,~ special catcgol'Y nro also tIlC

cnve'lopes of the cllaritahl illStitutiollS
which Illnele' use of the pecinl prh'ileg' of'
hnvillg }1g tanJls-U l'edu el lettel' rate,
grHlIlcd to tIl m-imprinted 011 their en
"('lop . • uch l'llvelopes air ady e:\'i t d in
Hie rTortlJ ,l'rlllun Post.a] Dishi ,t an] tlli
pl'uctice was simpl.\" eontinu d. As there
were' COli ;rlerllb1 1" mninel rs of tlnvelop s
,dllt rsg Xorth l"man onfeelerlttion
tam]) , whieh conld not be used up, the
tuml on such eu\' lope w re offi iull,\"

oH'rprinted with a boxed P.P. all(l past d
O\'er with thl' new rsg aellle, i\'es ill tl,·
mall hicl<l typ , After thes pro"isionul

w I'e userl up, UCl1 envelop with imprinterl
Y.jg stamps first in the small slu ld typ ,
th 'II ill th 1:1l'ge shield typ W re marl
. nil used. '.rhe sl 'ial envelopC" om with
the impl'ints of two differ nt orgrmi:loll.tions,
11:1111 I)' "Angel ~ nheitell dor Victoria

atiollal Tnvaliden- tiftuug" anel "Ang 1
gpnhoit del' Rai r-Wilhehns· tiftuug 'iiI'

D ntsehe Invaliden" 01' simila.r,
The te"lrnps of th In-ivate 1naiZ services

oaly ilio e of a Berlin undertaking, oper
ating from May 1 73 to August 1 74, fall
withi n th 1a ic troup period-were rather
])l'i! itiv , The only adb sive is a 2pf tamp
lithog'l'uphed in black on pale ros pap r,
whicJl allO\\"s "Drucks hrift n-Expoditionj
Berlin" in an on)l frame, ,";th "2 Pfen
ning' ill the center and ornament fillin~

tile corners. It om imperforate and line-

MERCURY STAMP JOURNAL



••

pcrforatc{} 110. The postnl cards first Imd
a 2pf stamp ill similar design and were
pri.ntcd in blaek on clark buff card; thoy
como with \'uri-ous kinds of texts alltl dif
ferent ndvcrtisoments on tbe b.'l.ck. In )faT
1874, :t 3pf postal card, blac.k 011 crO:lIn or
grayish brOWII card, was issued which had
a st:IJUP in a new 0"31 design, also with
ornaments in the cornors and 3/PFENXIG
ill the ccnter'. Tho money collecting cards,
introduced at the same time, had 311 cm
bossed stamp in a similnr design, with ,'f1lne
indication "1}4 Gr", They were first printed
ill uJt.'am3.riue :l.1ld black-these are \"cr:y
I':ne--, t.IJCn in l'ed browll and black, both
011 lilae J'ose card.

Of all stamps :wd st,ntiollcl'y which wenl
ill use 011 Dee. 31, ISH, considerable rc
'main-den were left in the possession of the
postal administration. A. large pnrt of thenl
was destroyed, but quantities of flU "fllues
were sold to stnmps dcnJers, partly con
sidcnlbl)' below face, so that nlluse{l multi
ples, in many eases even full sheets of 150,
nrc avnilable without grent difficulty. Of
t.}le t.elegraph stnmps onl.)' small qu~tIltities

of the rcmaindcrs seem to 1In\'0 been sold
flnd they are rather elusive ill unused lllulti
pIes. Of tile stamps, which had b('Cli replnced
and were used up-1.111 "~llucs in the small
shicld t)'pe :l.Ild the ullO\'crprinte<l 20g a1l'1
9kr in the lar~c shield type-llo renmin<lcr<;j
existed and they arc all scarce to 1':1 fe ia
unused multiples.

U.~e(l m.ult'ilJles arc rnther plentifuI
mostly from usc Oil parcel post cards-and
used bloc-ks arc known of all \-alues, but
some of them are scnrce to rare. Onl.,· thf'
11Iore common "nlues (!lJg, }fg, ]g, 2g, 3kr),
as well IlS the highest vlllue (5g, 18ki-) :\1';'

more plentiful.
']'be existenee and sale of large l'cmnin<1ef

stocks is responsible for the fnet. that n
number of German Empire st::nnps fwd some
stationery items Inc eonsiderablJ rarer 1/sed
than un1/scd. Of the adhesives, that is pl'in
cipaU)- true of the 2kr yellow ol'ange, with
small shield .and with large shield, the 18kI'
with large shield and the o,erprinted 2~g

and 9kr stamps. Of stationery, the large
size Ig cnvelopes and all 3kr ell\·clopes arc
scarce llSO(]1 us arc all wr:l.ppers, espcciall~

the 1kr' with smnll shie1<l. The postal cnrcls
with attnche£] reply eard also urc rare used,
the 2kr+2kr vcry rare. All postal stationery
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printed 011 priy.nte order is rare nsed all(]
lUUIlJ philatelicnlly illspircrl yarietles nrc
not known at :111 geouinely used.

On Cldirc8, all stamps M'e rat.her conUllOll,
<'xcept the 5g nnd 18kI' v:llues which wel'e
mostl)· used ou p~lfcel post cards nuc1 other
wise call be found almost exclush-ely on
mone)' letters. 011 regular lett.ers-usunlly
regist.ercd to foreign count.ries-they al'e
sc:tl'ce Illld especially the 18kI' ill tile l:lt'ge
shield type desen"es a considerable pre
mium. 'I'he Xg stamps are r.ntJler scarc£'
ill single fr:'lukillgs, on local bulk mnil,
cspceinll)' the stullll) with small shiehl engle.
St.:.:trce nlld unusual is the usc of GI"OSChell
stamps ill tIle telTitory of usc of' Kreuzer
stamps and "ice versa; ::a lthough such usc
was neither permitted uor forbiddell, such
cases cun be (oulH1 only sporadically and
desen-e :I considerable premium. Almost
C(luully S(':ll'CC, but somewhat lcss elusive
nrc tllixcr1 f1"(I,til;i'llgs between Kreuzer aUfl
Groschen stnmps, wl1ethcr they were us~

in the Kreuzer or in the Groschen territory.
Mixed frankings between the }'Ss Hamburg
tit.y mail st1.1mp nlHl Groschen stmnps, whicll
can be found sometimes on II..:tml)ln·g city
lctters, ~llso are scarcc and attractive.
Mixed frail kings between other stmnps of
the Korth Germau Confeder3tion and that
or the German Empire are also kuO\nl, but
t.he)" were against reguhltions and are all
rare. TIley are either from late December
1871 and ilH'oll'e pt"cmatmc use of GennUll
Empil'c stumps, 01' from Janu:ll"j" 1872, :It

which time the stamps of the X orth Ger
mnll Confeder.ation had ceased to be nllid
for postngc. ):"c\'crtheless, such frallkings
slipped tllrough and arc sought by con
noisseurs......fixetl fran kings betwccn stamp!!
with small and large shield are common.
)Jixe;l frankings with the 1 75 issue of
Gcrman~' are not scaree, as fur as those
Groschen ,alues arc coneerneil , which re
mained nllid until Dec. 31, 1875. Other
\'alues, which had lost their validity for
postage on Dec. 31, 1874/ also slippe(l
through oceasionall)' and such mixed frank
ings with the 1875 issue are rare curi
osities. )fixe<l frail kings between stamps of
Gcnnall.)" und :F'r;lnce o<,culTed for the s..1me
reasons flS described for mixed franldllgs
between Alsace·Lorraine nlld Fr.nnce stamps
(see pnge 57, Volume II). Due to the hick
of 1.1 post;}1 hC3t~-, the rates tor letters
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between Alsa.ce-Lo....aine :l1ld Pr:llIcc had to

be paid fOT each country sep:n:ltely_ Th\l

senders procured for themseh'es pri\"ately
stamps of the other country to be able to
pay the full POSt:.lgc and. after the Alsaee
Lorraine stamps J13d beell replaced by
st<.tIllPS of the Gcrmull ·Empil·(" the latter
stamps were used in such mixed frankillgs.

The only UlilISU,ll fnmkings which deserve
the term e-mO'fJency frankitl(Js are bisect.'!
but tllCse are known froill ollly 0110 post
office, namely, 8yke in Hano_er. 'T'herC',
tbe district office sometimes used for their
official local letters inste:ld of 0g st.amps
\ertic..'l.lly bisected 19 stamps. Both the small
shield and the large shiel<1 type of the l~

3re known in such fra.lIkings (Pig. 67),
which are rare. It is rather cudous to note
that the djstrict office at Syke practised
bisecting" of stamps undisturbed fOI" mallY
)·eal's, although tIl is was stl"ictl.r against
regulatiolls. Such bisected ;;tQllIPS on local
Sykemail are known of ]g 1-[$Il1o\'el" staml!s
ns early as the ]859 issuc, theu of Prussia
1.861, ]g, as well 1.IS Xorth German Con·
federation-]868 n.ne! 1869, Ig stamps-and
still can be founel of the I8i5 lOpf stamps
of Germany_ Thereforc, tlte district office
:It 8ykc used such bisects a.nd the post office
there recognized them for a p('riod of at
least ten years.

The use of cut sqIl0.1·es fOr postage \\"lIS

permitted by n decree elated Aug. -1:, 18i3,
but this c011cenICd only cnt squares of ell
\'elopes. J~vell before that date we C:l.n rathe!'
hequeutlJ find cut squa.rcs used for postage
nnd not only stnmps cut out of ellvelopes
llUt nlso of wr:tppers <lnd pOl;tnl cnrds. Thc>\'
were usually all recognized itS "alid and
nOlle are great rarities. Cut squares from
priY<l.tely ordel'ed st:.ltioncry nlso were usecl
jn some cases. but they nrc 1';II·e. Some of
the cut squares from regular st;:ltioller~'" also
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descn'e a consi<lemble premium, especi,ally
in mixed frankings with regular postage
l;tamps, which exist also with the 1875

issue.
:Ka specific cases of fra1ulule1tt fralLkitlgs

.:ne reported, aside from the r;:lre attempts
of re·use of pre\-iously used st:lJnps which
were cleaned. JII t.he Ferrari collection wa!l
a canceUed cop)' of the 5g with small shield
(Fig. 68), claimed to be a po,~lal forger;JJ.
We know a second copy which was sold at.
1m auction in Germany in 1930. Both copies
:Ire cancellcd KLBING, one with the date
2]/4 73, the other 14/5 73, thcrefore three
we<'ks apart. It seems doubtful, whether
these really nre imitations made to defra.ud
the post office or proofs which were fraudu
lcntly e3.llcel1ed to decei\'e collectOrs.

\Vhcll. the "Ueichspost" took over, it also
inhel·ite<1 all thc pORI'marks used by the
Post:.11 Administratioll of the Nor-tll Gorman
Confederation, including those used ill Al
s::lce-Lorraille and in the still occupied parts
of France. On Jan. 1, ]872 it also took
on'r the postm:lrks in use until then at
the postal cst:lblishments in Baden_ The
North German COllfe<lera.tion originally had
taken 0\"01' on Jlln, 1, 1868 all the postm.:uks
of the \'arious Old German States and
ha.d continued to use most of them. Grad·
ually they wcre repklced by new l)ostmarks.
in designs similnr to those used by Prus
sin_ 'rhe llew postmarks came in three
lllnin types, double circles, single circles
:lnd rectang-ulal' boxes. A smnll llUlllbel"

of large llOst offices had a special kind of
postmarks with tbe town name in a horse
shoe or similnrly shaped frame. All these
I)Ostmarks have the lettering either in Ro
mfln or in sans-serif Cw'lpitals, a.ud show
the date with :rear, also generally the hour
of the day. The polic:r of grr.dually re
placing the old post.marks with these new
types was continued by the "Heichspost"
:111({ the sam(l three main types as well
as the "horse shoe" type were assigned as
replacements. New post offices also reo
ceived the sallle tipes of postmarks. 'fhe
sans-serif type of lettering became pre
domi..na.nt a.nd was later used almost ex·
clush-ely.

In Badell, :Ill the postmarks whieh were
in use when the "Reichspost" took o\'"er,
were first continued without change, in
chuling the oval "Postablage" lnarkiJ1gs and
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the numeral eogwlleel cancellers. While the
"Postablage" markings were nil 1'eplaced
rather rapidl~·-\\"c do 1I0t know them used
after August 1872-the numeral cogwheel
c.'weeDers rClllnincd in usc much longer ana
can occasionall;r be found during the whole
classic stamp period ::l.lld, in sC:lttercd cases,
evon fal" bc)'ond that, up to 1895.

We arc discussing the use of l)osbnnrks
of the Old GCl"llUlll States, nftcr these states
were absorbed by the North Gonnan Con·
federation and subscquclltly by the Cer
man "Empire, when describing them for the
specific Olel German St..1.tcs. Therefore, we
can refrain from repeating here t1l('8e incts
alld can confine them to the statCITICI!t
that a grrot number of the Old German
States postmarks known on tlJc st::tmps of
the North German COllfederntiOll 31so e311
be found 011 the Genn:U1 Empire stamps.
Their number diminishes due to an accel·
crated pace at which tlley were replaced
after J:lll. 1, 1872, but quite n number
survi"ed the cl.'l.ssic stamp period amI can
still be found in 1875 and thereafter.
Ne'\"crtheless, the new types of postmarks,
single amI double circles as well as rec
tangular types, become more and more pre·
dominant, until at the end of the classit~

staml) period onl), ~ '-el·." sm[l.1l baction of
Shl.lups were still c.'lncelled with the help
of old postmarks of the podocI l)('fore 18G8.
'rhe postmarks, by the ",vII)', were not ,Ill
ccutrally lnauuf:wturcd 'in BcJ'1ill, but in
part locally by tllc "Obcrpostdil'cktioncn",
into which thc ter'rito!')" of the "Reichspost"
was divided.

The regulatiolls for the cancellation of
Ule 109 und 30g prescribed that the:~ were
to be cancelled by writing in black ink
the llame of the post off'ic(' nnd the date
across of thcm. This regukltioll was gen
erally observed and this kind of pen C:'ln·
cellation call be found on almost all stIch
sta.mps, whether they were used on letters,
money letters, money order cards or parcel
post cards. Adclitiona.l cancellation by a
postmark usually is accidental, especially
when tile stamps were used together with
lower '\"alues. Cancellations by postmarks
alone were ~lgai.nst the regulations and
occurred only as exceptions; they are Tery
rare.

Aside from regular town postmarl,s, thcre
were nlso llumerous postmarks of tra/vclli'llg
post offices, on raill'o..'tds-which continued
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to use tile Prussian type of such mark
iugs, three strlli~bt llilCS, with the name
of the two tenninals :md the date between
-as well as on ships, which had mOrC
din'rsified markings. 'rhcrc were also mUllY

,(l(lditiolwl lIIarUllg~, for registered mail all(1
I>pecial delivery, as well as money letters,
etc. and fOr mail to foreign countries.

The GOrlllali fidel IJOst o/bcl's operating
in Pl'Ullee until August 18n used l·cgular
German stnmps which wore c.a11celled by
,","nious field post markings, single and
double circles, ns well as l'ectilllglcs. 'I'hey
are all rarc, because the 1ll3il serdcc was
ollly for Gerlllall military personnel and al·
most nil mail was free of post<lge. It seems
t1~t only stamps with the small shield
eagle were used at these ficldpost offices
because only the %"g, 0g, Ig, 2g and 5g
of that issuc are knowll with such Cll.ll

Ct'llatiOlls.
The post officeR abroall used regular post·

mJ).rks such :IS were in usc at the post
offices ill Germany proper, without any
special indication. Only t110 post office at
COllstantillople 113.<l single circles with year
<lute and hour of the da)', which included
:1 spccific indication. First, until the end
of July lSi], the postmark of the Xorth
German Confederution ]lost offiee, which
lwd been taken o\'er, inscribed COKSTAN·
'j'INOPEL N.P.A. ~ "N.P.A." stanclillg
for "Norddeutschcs Post-Amt"-was COI1
tillucd in usc, then, ulltil the middle of
September 1871, a provisLonal single circle,
illscribecl CONSTAN'l'INOPEL D. R. P. A.
-"D.R.P.A." meaning "Deutsches Reic.hs
Post-Amt"--ean be found. 'rhe definite
postmark, introduced middle of 1871,
had the inscription KAISERL. DEl;TSOTI.
P.A. COXSTAXTIXOPEL; it is the onl),
one which e~lll be found on German Em
pire stamps.

Occasiona11)' we can also find foreign
cancellations on German Empirc stamps. As
far as the)' are not accidental occurrences
-stamps which by mistake were not can
celled by the post office of origin and
were cancelled in transit or on arrival by
a foreign post office--they come mostly
from Sllip mail and are more frequent
from the Baltic Sea, where D:'IUish 3:ucl
Swedish postmarks can be found rather
frequently. l?'-ench ]lostm<lrkS-l1umcraJ call
('ellers or tOWIl markings-usually :'Ire thc
result of the use of mixed frnukings be-
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twecn French and Cerman stamps 011 llIail
between Ftallcc anc1 Alsace-Lorraillc,

Postal sla'tione'rJ! was cancelled in thc
S:llnc way as the adhesh'c stamps. Thc tele

graph stu'mps usually were cancelled hv
pen strokes, which call bc found in black,
rcd or violet. The telegraph offices had no
canccllers and only when the t.elegraph
stamps wcre used b'y t}IC post offices, w('r('
they cancelled with the regular postmarks,
'!'hey arc eonsidcrllbly scarcer and mor'c
po~pular postmarked tllcn J)cn,cancelled. Thc
stamps und stationer}' of Lhe Bcrlin prtt;lIlc
l1Ulil sent'ice were either cancelled with :t

single circle dat.e st::l!lll), which showed th('
d:L,Y ancl month only, or with a postmark
with "D,E.B." at top, date in tIle eenter
:md the hour of the day at bottom.

Black ink wus gencrally used for all post
marks and the usc of inks in oth('j" colol"s
is a rather scarce exception, 'fhc least
rare IS the use of blue ink, especinlly ill
Baden, where blue markings can be found
occasionally until middle of 1873, especially
for "Postablag'e" ::lIid post3l agellc~" mark·
ings, Red ink was use<l until JUlIe 1871
for a number of additional markings,
especia.lIy 011 registered letters and occa
sionally, as very rare exceptions, we C:lll

find such rcd mal·kings 01' e,'en red town
postmarks on stamps, the former almost
always in eombination with regular black
postmarks. Incidentally, we CtlU also find
some re,qistratioll la.bels which wcrc official·
ly introduced on Feb. I, 1875, but werc used
by some post offices e'·cll c;lrlicr, eith('r
as official trials or as private efforts of
the postmasters.

Under the postal administration of tho
North German Confcderatioll, in ]868 spec,

ttll "Petiil" post'marks were introduced for
mail which had to be mailcel at the post
office, namely registered lettel"s, money
letters and parcel post letters, They WCI'("

intended to save stamps and sencd a pur'
pose similar to the Paid postmarks of the
pre·stamp period, They were continued in
use by the "Reiehspost" and can be founel
duriJlg the whole classic stamp period, but
from a small number of large post officf's
onl)', Thcse "Pa.id" postmarks were all
single circles in t.he same clcsign as regular
postmarks, but with a thick "F."-stancl
iug for "Prei" or "Frnnco"-betweell tll('
to\\"n n:lIne uncI the date, Thcy are :llwn)'::I
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ill I·cd, to ;,;how distinctly that. ~t~ for
such shipments was paid j.D.---C:.lSh insteacl
of by stumps, A-ltlto1Ig1l they must lut""
been userl@-a-large qualltity of mail, they
nl"(' scarce,.:Is most such stnmpless em'elopes
wel'C llot recogllizcd as interesting postal
clOClllllCHtS 3nd werc thercforc not presen-ed,

'I'hcre was also a cOllsi<lel'able :lmount of
otlicittl mtlil which elid not pay allY postage
or profited thl"ongh :lgreements with UHJ

postal :l<lminisu'atioll for bulk pn~"lllcnt. '1'he
btter was mainly tlle case with thc various
st.ates, itS well as from .Tuly 1, 1874 "",--ith
the raih'oad ndministrations. Such offici:l:
letters for ,\·hieh postn.ge was pniel by yend)'
bull, pilJlUellt.s, hnd to be marked "Frei
Inut An'rsum NO.,."-thc numbers rUll
during the cl:lssic stamp period from 1
to 13,-or, for the raih'o:tcls "FI'oi hlllt Ent
sC!I:idigulIgs,Conto", The m:ukiugs on the
letters wore either clone by hitllcbtamps or
by special printed labels, which wel'c 011

-,"('lIow papcr for the railrO:lds, to be pasted
on the letters b)" thc scueler agency,

'I'hero were uo officiaJ reprin ts made of
any of the clnssic stamps and stationery
of the Germtlll Empire. But it is claimed
t1I:lt the iufnmotls counterfeiter Georges
"F'oUl'e had at llis disposal all original cliche
of the 7kr [Iud a clie for embossing tbe
small shield arms, ,dth the aid of which
he manufactured 7kr st:lInps with jll\'erte<1
center. Such sblmps, which usuully 1l:J,ve a
cancellation of Baden, Brc thereforc pri
,·.ntely and fraudulently made reprints,
'l'herc cxist oul.'· crude forgeries of sever3.1
,'ulues of thc postnge stnmps but se,'era}
takes rHe more (11111gerous, As lIas been
stat.cd before, no gellujnc st;:lIUpS with in
\"C'rted engle embossing nre known; pro·
vided the)' :lre not the reprints described
above, they wcre marle b.\· flattening out a
gl'lllline eagle cmbossing and repl~lcillg it
by 3 faked iuwl'ted one, Similarl,\', the
scnrcer "'-llues with Slllall shield were made
of stamps with large shield, and nee·\·crsa,
Other less dangerous fakes cOllceni tile im·
perforate yurieties which are faked by
cutting of the perforations and adeling widcr
m:lrgins, CUI squares from eo,-elopes arc
also sometimcs offered to uninformed col
lectors ns imper'forate varieties. Qnite
flangerous al·e oftcn {al;cd cll1lCclltltiollS, be
cause there nre plcnt)" of cheap ulluseel
stamps urouncl which JlI\ite such fnkjng,
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-Especin.lly the 2kr ill bot.h types) tile 18kI'
with l:Jl'ge shield as well as 109 and 30g
arc f.avol'ite objects. An special kinds of
cancellation, as well as the scaree blue al1(1
rcd cancellations also were often f.akcd,
mostly by painting, alaI the fukcrs some
times did quite l"CI1l::lI'kablc jobs of accuraey.
III {tllJ' C:180, the collector of classic Ger
111<111 Etllpirc startlps gCllcl":Jlly has llOt much
to worry about forgeries anlL fakes, because
they mostly concern I"arc varieties ::lIld ]10
"'ill be quite prepared and wanwd ·when he
gets to collcetiJlg this kind of items.

The elussic St:llllPS of the Gorman Empire
comprise 28 11win Illlmbers in the Seo'll
C(rla.log, which docs not list the telegraph
stamps. Actually, there arc 30 main llUlll

bers, as the color changes of the Y;g a11(1
2kr (Scot.t #3a and &'1,) should be listed
as ll1::lill numuers and we will consider them
[IS such. Unusecl, these 30 stam})s are priced
at $430, used at $199 (the ] Og and 30g
fig-med ns pell-cancellerl, otherwise th,~

figure would be $6!J higher), while tlle
cheapest kind, llllllsed or used, nmounts to
only $140. As can be seen, classic Cerman
Empire is a rather inexpensive field, as the
highest priced stamps list $75 unused alHl
$50 used, tllc lowest priced $1 uuused n lid
only 5c used. All together, fifteen stallips
a re pricer} lower tlla 11 $2 :.I nd eight of them
Lelo\\' $], which makes t.he country au ideal
olle for specializing.

The literature conceming the classic Get
man Empire stamps was ntther pOOl' and
the lit.tlc which ",vas ~,vanable was scattercel
in mUlly yolumcs of German philatelic
magazines, nutil the specific section of tllc
Kohl Halldbook wns published, which con
IniJls an excellent monograph of these issues,
,l'rep.nred by Dr. Knldlloff and Dr. Munk.
It covers 29 pages ilJcluding a general in
troduction. This sertioll of the Kohl Hand
book was recently reprinted with the oUler
Germllny part and therefore is casily avail
nble sepnn:\tely. Little wns publishcd sillee
this lllollogl'aph was written and the few
lie\\' vnluable articles hl the fielcl also are
scattered in vnrious mag.azines. In English,
pr[lctically llothing comprehel1si,-e is puh·
lislu.:id cOllC€l'llillg Germnn Empil'e stamps

and up to no"", not e"-ell a translation of
the pertinent part of the Kohl Handbook
was made available. Therefore, without a
knowledge of German, a collector will haw
'a hard time in this ficld. However, relatively
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so little )'csenrch work is published and
availablc, tlmt llOt mnch encrgy will be
wnsted if the collector starts from scratch.

'l'he classic stumps of the Germnn Empirc
:1I'e all interesting and diversified field in
which even the collector of small means can
make a good showing, due to the fact that
j-here is sufficient materkl.I available and
therc are lIO l"arities among the regular
stamps nud 110 grcat rarities-nt least as
far as the prices revea]-amoug thc vad

dies. l:Jvell with 1llodest means, a very size
ablc collection can be brought together and
mallY attnletive pages can bc assembled
Sllowillg the postmarks of the v..nious Old
'Cerman States which appear for the last
t.ime Oil thcse starnps. 'l'his is a not too diffi
cult and a pleasant field to colleet and can
he l"ecommellde(l heartily.

(Next: XIV. Gibraltar)

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS

<» The next issue of the },fEIWURY

STAMP .rOVRNAL is schccluled for De
cember, 1955. It cOllcludes VotU7Itc III; title
]I{/,ge and halex "'ill be inserted.
• Our Office hours are from 9 A. M. to 5
P. M", Monday 'through Friday, and from
D A. M. to 1 P. Jlf. on Sat.urda?p. In im
portant cr<scs, appointments at other hours
may be Dl'rallge(l.

8 The Friedl Expert COtlttltittec, after the
SUllllller recess, started to hold meetings
twice a week. ']'llis cnables the Committee
to continuo to give fnst servicc--usnully, it
tnkes no m01"e than ten days to render an.
opinion Oll genuineness and conditioll
despite the fact that the weekly average of
items submitted for an 0plluon almost
uouhlcd ill j be last months of the previous
seaSOll. The Committee is internationally
recognized <1S one of the foremost autliorities
on foreign stamps nnd is in }'egular contact
with most foreign expert committees and
cxpert-specialists for exchaHgc o,f informa
tion and llIutual aid in difficult cnses. Ex
pCl'tizing terms "-tJ'e supplied on request, free
of charge. Address of the Committee: 522

Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y.
@ A Ca,ta/og of the J.mperfora.-te Classics

of Enrope by our editor is in preparation
<Iild is sclleduled for publication in 1956.
A detailed u1I11Ouncement will be made in
the llext issue.
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