
innu n" in Ih~ pr JucLi n r u~ of the
stamp;;. ur eri s, Lherefor will n I end in
lhe ~ame )' ar f r ' h ('011111 , uul m wh r
b tween 1870 ami 1880 or ~ven a liLLie laLer.
\~ bav" in Iu(l " all ('()ulJlri of urope,
whi 'h w rc ill I p n '.'nl r had tJ. ir 'I'D
po:;tal - 'nic' Ld r IS-S. There Ill"' 61 "cuun·
tri " in\ 01\ d, includin Ill;, \'bo had no
po Lal f III ir \ 11 durin Ih ·1 ic
peri d. For .'! nvrni 11('(', ,,» ha\e paraL d
Ih ·lamp$ IIf AI. (' ·Lorrain< and Lombard •
, n lio. altllOu.,.h Ih :y wee phil I Ii allf onl)

p 'I'ial i~"",..., IIf an lh 'r pial 8.lminLlrali n,
BUI we have Jcfl the Illmp~ o( Bas I. 't'UC\'3
an.1 Zuri h wiUI wilzcrland nd rllo. of
~llll"3\ia lllld lold \ia,Wlllllchia wilh Ro
mania. h call,,' tlw \' rl' fnn'rUDn r of
tam 11" f r the wI, It' 'oulIlr '. W lIa\ e

dud d \7. re., ami :\Iad ';ra, allboul!h IlIe _coIL

alaI [!. n-i I lh furm r c""lrar~ III all
othel' call1lo'''l<--a 0 European c Ul\I~ . Th'
f'ri • \ ill bring Ihe "'unLri in al"It'lfu:lical

or /lImo t alpltabelu:al order, a, ,... e-·ilat'd b
III a\uilabl ~ac, The ariou. -lamp LOll S

ur d'uli n I willi 11ll' ('Ounlry whi('h is 1/ d
th m, bUI wi!.h Ih cOUDlry wl1<'r ,he)' w~rf'

11$/.'11: Ih luI' Ih vari Il fureign pI,,1 I fCj 'C>

in Turk.. ar considered wilh thi, lall r 1I1l'

Iry, be ause Ihio llIukt';., po;,11J1 .' ndiLion- mUT

f'a-i1 undrr-tandnble and I -. ('IImpl ·s. ".
will d al nol nnl) with Ih tr/mp$ Ihem".." 5.

bill al 0 wilh Ihe 1)05101 sllI/iollPr}, u" well ID

lhe pre· tamp po IlIIl1rl.-. and III~ ('une /lalioll .
I gil WI' mn,l l:ompl I,. pi Iur pn,."ibl...
W(' will aI5 1','pntdlJ('f' rJ/roIQS of !><1m' Ill1u<;ual

and infr qu filly s n ilems of!;p ial int I' -I

L I' aeh c unlry, hocI lrilll••'(loecming II.
i"lmg philoulif liu!ralure in III field will

al bl'!riv n. 1(, t'nabl, III· ('011"1"1,,1' to ac-
quire dclilional illformati n,

, h 'c alway- b· nand ar .liII of Ib
opinion !.hat Ibe (·oIl· lor ~h 11M nul I.., I' ·"'i·
m nlrd L)' I lIing him whal b' .holllil 1"01l:cl
and whal h w\luJd n t. WI' b Ii.", rual a
coli elOr an \ n fiud 531 i.fael inn ill 'oll I.
iog tamp i.!:,u "hi It WI'I''' "lld iliad fOT
his coli ctiQn and Ita e u \' r ~ n-al I lISl
nOI in auy signifi 'UUI qllanlit--Ibcir "llppOS d

lmlT) of rigin, if he krlow' Ih e fa I".
But we will alwa - oppo philal"lic hll,.ine
wll j h is La II on mi rrpr nlal ion. by off'r.
ing IInIjni h d .tamp wilb ul pl'rf.. rali n
which IU1\ n' r be n ..01.1 f r po.laJ pUT'

pos • or ('III "Cluarl'- from
po.lal lali nl'l') 0" rar> iml>crfMale,. or mini.
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I. ALSACE-LORRAINE

" ' "lUll ou ollr Toau dlb a " IIlnlry".

"hidt 1'. i~led 11' a ~Iamp-L-\Iing unil fllr ~ix

II' n IlI1l111h" nly, ft il n L \'en,," lUll "

in the r"Tlllar philaleli s 'II~,'. Tit., •. 'aJI d
.Iamp- f..:11 tlt:e-Lorrain ar' iu fael U -It'·
ciaL L,.-II' uf Ih po"l I ndminblratioll f Ihe

Norl" '('TIIIIIII Con/I'd ratiOIl for lh"'l' I' rl-
of FnlJlt I' wltid. Wf'r.. ocelli ieJ 1» C('TD11lD

LTOOp- dnrinJr lit Franc,,·G T11111n "ar .,r IS-O·
71. nly aft..r Ih,. pea('" lr al - f Frallk.-f r1

was ~igned which oded th war and gav
\1. ,'f'. rrailll'lO ;crrnan}, dill Ih, C "p,
lion Illllll'~ t't~oL'" I.. h,' .-.r.1 id in ..lilt! JY.I.Tt;,
..f Franc(' nnd Iben'for re"lI) [,,'I'IUII ~lall1J1

jo II" for \J'll','· urrai ..,. In allY UW, in 0
~l[J 'I philul Ii • '/1-,'. II...re' \\'n~ n '\er " -tamp
i. uing l,.,unl f \1 (' "rrain,' on I wlwn
w 11.'\ rill 1.",_ 11,,. Ihis II 3 n1(>. it ,- fOl eon·

venh'n only. I. .'paral Ihi .. /ir I European
(H'("/lpation i" u f' lli tilt' "Ih rio· .. inl!'TI'''I
in/!; i-~u of IllI' • "rlh romn flnf..d..raliun.
Toeidl'n1aJ1r. IhI' Irionl> gem'ral "3Ia1o~- al-'
go Ilteir "WI wa)·s. ~coll Ii-I" 1111' ~IUIllP". a;;

(I 1",1'1. lin". I' Fran i. cup lioll l'-U ••

while CiLLon-. li~bel and : .." 1'111 Ih'm
lind I' 01'111 pl'lI.an "lIf"rI'ration 11- II _P"
rial i 0;111' f I' Ih.. II'('lIpil'd Itarh Ilf Fran.'.

nl) Z"m"leill 1'_1,. tit· "Ianlp ·qlarah'''' nil'
d I' thl' ('UllnLry UllinI', \Isa >·Lorr-,inl',

.>\ l"llce·Lorruine. I he llorU"1' r"ginn 1,,'lw""n
ntn e nnd ,I'm. n . hlh hang'lI b, ,111· 'f'"

,·rnl limc, ullring modt,TO hi-Ill . \\ It n Ihe
frunco· • 'mulll war "IUrI·t1 on .luI· 19. 11l70.
it wa- /I pruvin"1' f 1'1'11111'1', fOl'lnin" 11",
Fr 'nt·" dl'parlm 01 of Ba-·Rllin. Halll·Rhin
and .\1 . Ill'. It c \ l' d - 6O,~ .flO 1'(' mil
and hud almo~1 I' II million inhabitailit-. 'I'll
apilal was Ira~h IIrg, Ib main 'cl1puli n
f Ih popuJllli n a ricuhun'. (,ul "ilb a

/,'Towin(! inJu.Lr I ir"n and oal). Til CTIt,an
arllli . "lnFi,ling main) (J( Prll,.,ian Iroup
'ilh ollJjnl! 111- from Bad n, Bavaria nd
\~'urltf'mb rg. 0 upil'tl during AU{!'IJ-I 1870
alllJlJ'l all of l!'!l .Lorraine, C1/I'1' II I lit 101
I.Tf'~'I'. nf . I I'll. bunr/,! and M LZ' Illl' fornl!"r
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e_IlllulD.led on Ocl. 27, 1870. 111.. 1D.l1e~ (III
Ocl. 30. 1870. The wa~ end..d wilh ~ac.. p~e

liminui • ,iped 00 Feb. 26. 1871. In .ddi
tion 10 a lar,e eum paid fo~ repa~.liolb.

F'Rntt «ded Ihe Vr.:>..intt nf ,\I...<:('+Lomllne
to Gffmao)".

The ,eo{1rlfan~rw" Q( the di'nlpt~ IlO$lul
ser",<:.. in lhe Cennanof1CCUpied pro' ince~ (II
t·n.n« ~tartetl in Augu~t 1870. On \llIu".( 2t.
1870. D. poJtfll Mmi"u(fflUo" D.t \ thor1 WD.>.
eotD.hliohed .,,1.1 I~ pt>"1D.1 ...,,,icc re-un><-"t1 as
• brO/ICh 0/ rhe jidd/IOJ/• •upplied Itl Ihe Ger·
man lroop b)" the podal ..Imiublnl;"n of
Ihe Nurth Gennall Conleder-I;on. On Orl. Ii.
IBiD the ~tal :"Jmill;<lr.lion wa~ Ir.n·le.....-t.I
to Heims, on Oel. I. UnD and Oe/. 6. 18iD
'!epan.le tKinUni.;;;ll1Ilioll~ al SUasboll'# lor \1
sa« and in ' ....r)' lInnsle~nd on Or/. 31.
IBiD 10 lItl:1 for lorl1liDl' \,<..hl,.h ...l. 11te
po.ID.1 ...... ice .... eondtt<:led by the Gcrnl&Jl
post.1 amhoritio. (or _n monlh.,. unli! IJanh
24. 1871. wbat lhe ptrtt.1 ,.(',..-~ w-a" , ...

t.r.tJJ 1o llee Fread Jl'I'JtJ .",leonr",. OalT
in ,h.. Cenaa....nRf'lled Pflt'IIK'" ..f \l~

Lorr1li"" no ehaole ! .....d... Iht' po-Ial !n-

..~ ~in<'d in Ge n band.. unlil ..n Dff.
11. IBiI, it w•• eoo~it.I.trd with lhe Genoan
-R..idl$~~. which eonductt'd t.... po--lal ....r·
Hee in.1I tennany leXttpl 8...ri••nd W"un.
te"lllt'r~l. ,*,inninlf Jan. I. 1872. Nu Iis.ed
"I.)' "'.!..o::1 for th.. iJ$ue of thr.: J~jal $lamps;
Iht')" w..re il;~urd middle 0/ S~plemlH!r IRiO
(le. 2<:. 4c. 100:. ZOe) and ",ilfll/e of I)tr('m!Kr

18,0 15c, 25c) ill all oct'Ul"MI I..r" of Frane...
TIll'f .. en' ... ilhd....wn from u..c:: in IhO"<' I,arl~

which rtm.incd Fn'lIch. (Ill liard 21. 1871,
!.tUI ooutin"...:1 10 be u~ in Ihr.: new Gr.:rman
prm·i~ of Al'.JII"('+Lorraine un,il fJ«. 3/.
/8n. on .. hieil d.y tilC') wer.. demonetiud.

Til.. 'l.n'I'~ "ere prinled al thc Slalll Print·

In/! r 0'1., fit Herlin. TI,ey en' ob..iou;l\y a
rn_h job.. ueel'l for th.. d ign iUlt:lf. Ihe
~"'(' ",alHial wu uSC'(1 u for Ihe eonttmpor·
ary _11111111" of Ihe N"nh Gerrnlll1 Confederalion.
Th.. dl;~illl "'I\~ pUI logelhu quile primiti"dy
from prinlef< lype in Ihe ~am.. ~il.l" D.iI lhe
~I.mp~ of ,he NOrlh G<'n1I.U Conft:(h:r.tion.
III I,an,·. of ISO (15 row~ uf 10), of which four
formC'lI a plol('. The network uuderp,inl Wll:i
lll!l(l nol ~peeially prr.:parl:tl. but Ihe "me plille
u~..l ,,·hich I'Tinled Lhe iuvi~i"le uotlerprint
on the paper used for lhe ~IIII11PS of lhr.: ~orlh

Gerrnilll Colllr.:tlcralion. TI,e ....Ille perloraling
de"«t .nd Ihe ....me lum wtrt .l~ IL~I.

Comp.red wilh Ihe .ceunu.""y Ihe fkrlin SI.le
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Pril1lln~ \li orb rewaled ill lh.. I,riutiull 01
olher ~l.mp', Ihe AI.ilIee·U>rr1lille "amp! diJ
dooe an un~ual uunlhr.:r of piaul wrielitlJ.
This wa~ mainl)" due 10 Ih.. f.d lhat Ihe de
~ign WD..! Irpe'$tl, ciody lor nch tl.-aigD or
lhe plale. Thr.:refore. of l'.:1"ery .alue al ICaR
600 diU..relll -',-pu- l'.:lI:ist, eonfdl'lllinl 10 the
600 pl.tr.: Jl9'>iliou., of lhe pl.le of ~ pane! of
Ii)() "t.mpt .,.eh. J\l le~ for lhe ...11let. 01
..hich the lug..,,1 qu.nlili.... were Ibed tSe,
10e. 2Oc}. '<"'·eral pIal.... n'lUt h.,·c oisted,
~ultinl in 1200. 1800, 2lOO Or <'Yen more
"·I)"~-. 8uI lhe "late Prinlinl Woru were
acellule enoulh in Iheir ...urk. th.t mo.l of Ihe
-t)1"""- ,,-..re ... ~imiJ.r 10 neh olher. Ih.l Ih..)"
could be P"'"p.-d h) C(fmmun char.ctl:ri_lict.
In Ihb w.r Ihe numbt:r <)f I)pt" hh bt:en re
du«d to • maximum of 10l" f,)f "'(lin<' YlIlu<""-o
001 OIh"," ,~ onlr thre.- or two. 1h<'1' f'ilhn
.how lip ;oeparD.le pialeo' or ther Werf' wilh
olh('l'" -tYJl"""" 10llether" in cme "bll'. \ f.....
<IC"<'nt IQ h••(' ~n illdnidu.l~ .Dd 001) lor
a limited lime In • pf.l"'. Thl:"'< af'" lhe TfUll
-rypu-. of ...hoch we blow 1_0 for lhe 4e
anti IN'" ....,h f(lr the Sc and 2lk. li hil", lhe
ben"" ~Ir~- ..I lhe k. te. Uk and 20e de·
~""e .'-01 Ihree lIf11e$ lhe pr~ of Ihe
normal "'.mp- t lhe -I)"PI'.:'"" 01 , .... 25c: are of
..qu.1 rarilyl. Ihei<' r.n- -t)~" -ell for
l.el .......n 15 I" JO limet Ih", price- of Ihe ",&u
lar -lrP<'""-. Th.. ChaRl.'"I ..,,_'k, of 111l:' rare
··lyP'""" .r.. mainly in the JI'...~i'ion of Ih(' fig·
lire of ..Iue ill rlilation 10 lhe otber int<:rip·
tlollS. On lll~ 4<:. Ihe ...~rlic.1 ~I",ke ollhe ~~"

-Iand~ r.:ilhl:r .11O'·e lite "1\1" or allO\'e the
--rr of HCENTI~II::S". ",'hil.. on Ih... common
-Irpe- iI_ po_ili"n i. ju..t abo'l; Ihe "I~. On Ihe
.:>c-. Ih... l'OlIlillll.lion of Ihe ,.erticaJ otroke of
rhl: -5" lo,-,d,~ Ihe Ii",t "~.. of "POSTf.,S"
1.1 l,.rl. "hil.. for Ihe <'Ommon "lfJ~" il goel
Ihrough Ibe ..::;- or to 111.. riglll col il. On tl,e
:lOc. Ihe fronl df Ille fil;ur.. '''2'' end$ bt-Iween
-C" all,1 "E" (If ~CE..\'TL\lt:S". Ihe di"'."ce
from ,h.. fram~ line III Il"fl i~ !rllm" while 0<'

Ihe C(Jnllllon -lfllCll" il tnd••bo'·e Ih~ middle
of ~C" or Ihr.: middle of -I':" alltl Iii,. di~lllnce

i~ r.:illlf'r 3'hmm. Or "'hulln. Thl"re i~ 1I1!!O

snolh,>r ""!liug 'nridy of Ih.. 200:'. 011 which
Ihe fi:;url' '''20" ~Iund& con<pk"OIl-ly higher
Ihan lI~ua[. 3'!2rnm. i"Sll;ad uf 2111111. lIho""
"CENTIMES" lind Imm. i"sll'ad of 2!f.tl11m.
l>dow "POSTES" n·il;. I). Thi~ 'nl rl'.:"li"l
...riely i~ UUl'mcly rare .nd only kn n in
• few eop;eIl. The Ferr.ri Col1«.11on conlainr.:tl
an unu.....1 anti. 1I"f'l1 copy. Ih.. laller ..arll'..Ued
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n Jul 29,1871 01 Forba h. Th r nr' olh r
small vsri Lie, with • me leltcrs of Ih· in·
- ripLi 0 in orre Lly lined up dropped or
ra" d! ur \ ilh vori u po ing, belw n the
Jetl I' , Th i 1011 I' fa I is r' 'pollsible for Jjf.
I rent 1.-ngLll~ of Ih' word up ~TE ". whi h
can h found lJ ~mm. 10 l2~mm_ 100.... The
10,· and 20(' e i t wiLh u larg' pac' L -Iwe n
L11 "E" lind "~,. f "P TE "'; Ihe lau
vallie i n'd r rl vel) ror in Ihi' vuriet)·,
\ also find ome d f 1'1 i,'(' 11'11 I' nd fig;ur"
a w II a den! d rralll lin • Ih rno"1 n.
"Pi 'UIlU dde'l 1",il1-' a broken "2" in th
[ig"r oC Ihe 20· ( 'ig. 2. 0 ,'ori 'I iI', u! Ihe
o Il\Orl., 1I11d rpril11 which w r lb,· re till f
psrlir"lorilies uf 11,1' pial aT knuwn.

Th printing, u. lone ralher "ard,ill)
01111 lI~h 1110rl' r 1,·-. h av prilll, ...·'UlrLlIg: in
Ihinnt·r or bolder Ii'll 'r can be r '"gun. d.
Thr 'arn i. LIlt! 8'1' WiLh Ihe IIctw(}rk ullder.
prilLl ",hid.. (}me~ [mOl thirk and hl'O''Y 10
tbill. nJmO'1 rainl and hardl' ,i-ible. 0- wcl1
ill> clear and ,.urn. TI unrlt'rprinl j,. 01 0 r .

p nl;ihl ror Ih· Iwo major prilJlin" '-arieti '
of Lh -- ,I mp·. ILpriShl an.1 illl'Crf('d lIT1der

print. l3ecau"e ,lrl' position of tI ... II../work
with th /loil/IS (III i. Ihe mor common one,
lh n Iwork II ill. I'(Jilll Iltm!1l ' , ,t;.id T d
in" rl·J IIld II ,cor;,'I. nJr '('OIL and ibbon~

gi"c till' -lamp wilh inv('rlt>d Unllt-rp rill I Ih ..

Inl" of mAin al In:; nllOl!! ...., Illm"l!h llwy
ar,' '-impl luri lil·~. all ...d Ii) l'('dill!! Ihe
h eLs illIC'rted iolO rlil' pt,' f r Ihr' prinl illg

of Ih" d•. i~n and Ilwn'fon' de;.enoill!! nl) 10

L ~lIh·nllml, ro. TIll "lUlllp- will, inw-rl d
u/ldnprinl (point d Iwn) are genl'lllll ",'ur·
cr for all HI 1111"-. Tb >e'm nol lu hal

oriiinoled in ~ p rale priflting'-~ Cur pori [
,('veral p-ril1lilll;: ('onlnin d ~lIch ~hf'l'I~ wilh
iJl\ erled unut'rprilll. Till' IIn.t.-rpl illl 'O't>~

a!!., III 6111Ul, "r tilt' he I motgin on 11/1' .i,l "
whi h olh n i ' had n priming. nllt il .'>Ule
('0,.. Ihe und rprint or lh prinl C Ih ,If"'igo
w 0 .hift d und I' -ult" in ....ar clamps
from I he l,eet margin \ hi ·h "1,,.w(',1 onl ' part
f the un I Illrinl IFill_ 3 . Fig, 3

_ ~IITit paper
orth ,ennan

one der.ti n fr ill pring of 1869 and laL r
Cor th Ii t prinlin" oC th 18-2',u of III

ennan Empir It had an invi~ible network
ullderprilll r lead mono id orb oal • which
wa applied ilb Ih _ me plot were then
II d r r th' 01 r d n Iwork lind rprinl of
t1Jc a- -Lo["mine lamp"_ 'fh lamp
Ih r-for ha e 1\\0 lind rprints of th <>8.IIle
,I igo, 00 imi'ible onu on in Ih colnr of
the tamps. Ther' ar four diff renL vari 'Ii •

P " iLl : both underpriOl upright. lIutll in·
,ned r on> invert,'d. f which thl' selond
(>11 ems I ht> lh rar I. BUI Ih Iud of
thi III I i. -oOlI-what direi ulL, a the iU\'i ibl
nnd rprint h om· pl'nnan I1U) vi iul 01)·

II hell the 'lamp" lIT Irest II with II drtlgf'll
Illphide or potll,,~ium dlrOma!l': in Ihe fn"lIer

Cll;Ol' il Ill'" - lip in ula k broll'll, in Ih laILer
in w110w. As this proccs spoil. th lamp.
f r 'phillllelk purpcJ> '". nobody will make -ueh
;11\' oLigoti'II' II a Inrg.. aJ bUI ~u h Ir al <I
lamps Ita>e bl'l'lI mi-tal..elll) hailed aE .Iamps

wilh donuJI' netwurk.
TI .... color scale u~..t1 for tILe \)-a ,,·L'Train

'-tamps will: lit -am a- lltal I,f tit 1863 i"11 .
of Fran(-!', which "a~ 'Urf 111 wh n Ih WaT

slW'! fl. nl) for lh 25(' 'alll~. whieh {lid uot
I' i,L in th., French i. -Ut'. Ih olor r thl'
n xl higher ,allle. th,' 30 . wa,. adopted. Tht'r..
u.r' quit<· a IInmber of dLlin'l had ~ irlT all
I'alu Th Ufi,h:rprinl ,houM hn"!' Ihe "lllJ1

olor 0' lilt' d "igl1. hUI I1lJ.h r "i~lin I differ·
f'n ' (-an J. f no 'p doll} ror Ihf' Hk.
wui h .j , .. wilh th.. und flninl in n l"tall·
diff rinO' lemo"" -had .

The pl'rJoralirm ws~ Ihe !IillIll' SS ,,~erl for
dw l'oTlI"mptJCal) "lamp, of til I 'onlt ,'fin 11

onr c!rralion. II was s IIori:olllltl C(lmb per

!(}TOtiQTI 13~xl/1/4. whi h h d r gulllrly Irori
wnlal 1 an,l ,crri"8.1 1, lJf-rfllratiljn. "lid.
stamps are aLlOlIl 23 mOl. hi!!lt. In asorpJ
f m lip 10 lip C Ihe p doration,. Dlle til
inar urale workiJ1~ (If Ihe r rioratinl! J",.j(
varleti - 0 IIITed. \I lIall)' in Ihe Gr,' "r In. L

Fig, 2Fig. 1
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row of lhe ,heel, eon,i,ling in short ,'ampl,
which in exlreme Cllllell were only 23l1lm. I.igh
and had ,etliulJ)' only 16 in!lead of 17 per·
foralion•. Much rarcr are ca_ where the
Slamp. arc lIi~her, measuring up to ~1f:I and
Cfeu 25mm.; llii. ,-artel)' i. only repclrled lor
Ihe 5<:. Uk. 20c anti 25c. while lbe ehor1er
~Iam~ are known for all Yalues. Tbe flampJ
are u~uallr quile wdl «nlt:rwI and aump.
"'hkh .re eo badly cenlerwl lhal lbey silO'"
pan. of Iwo ~Iaml ,arc !'C.rce.

Tbe p'" of 1M lamp~ W&li abo lbe gnu!:
a Ihal u« for the eonlemporary ,tamp!! of
Ibe l\onb wrma.o Confederalion and hal DO

pec.ia.J chandcr~>et..

The rrutJ strrlce fim wa oonlined 10 fellen.
pwl Cflrh, fNUlfccl _Iter and _pia ...ilbin
IDe ouapiccl ferritory a.oJ In lhe! I\ort" GerllUUl
(A,,/erJcrotwt(. Tht: ral~ w~ JOe for IcoUers
10 15 lram. 25c for )ellen to 250 pm, lOe
for pott card. and 11:: for each 40 pam of
prinled mallcr or Nmpb Re8i.JUtnu. Fee
Wb 2Sc. In October 1870. Ibe lCr\-ice w.s
cXlended 10 Ihe olher 1JI'fts 0/ Gcr"..,,,,-, U
..·ell ." 10 Au."ill-lIun8tUT and Uuembour"
al Ihc ..me rates. and 10 /oreil;,. anlltries,
lor which Iht: ral~ WfiC hieber. for kuen
10 Cnoal Brilain 301:, 10 haly 4Oc:, 10 Spain 'i5c,
CIC. 1/01ley ICllcrs .nd mOlleyorders also WBe

inlroduced. Ihe laller 8enerally from :-lo\'Cm
her 15. 18iO. End of Dec:embe:r 18iO. the letter
nlc to CcrmallY out~jdc of II,c Norlh Cerman
Conf..detllion, 10 AUSlria.llungary and Lux·
emhourg wu rai$ccl 10 15c. l)C!pile Ihe war.
mail M'nict' to the ,,,I(x:tupi~ fNlflS 0/ FraJU;C

wu 1)('r1l1illtd. but postage could be p4id 10

Ihe border only and Ihe addr~ in France
had 10 pay tl'e balllntc. Afler Marcil 2·1. 1871,
when Ihe l)(lslal ICrvicc. cxcepl in Alsace·Lor
raine. wa, !liven back 10 France. many ICnder-<
in frallcc as well a~ in AlIllCOl·Lorrainc. UJleCI

on their 1("llers bolh kinds of slamps. paying
Ihe (nil postage ami Iherefore nokling pay
melll by the addreMcC. Such mixed /ra/lki/lS.,
mo,tl)· Abatc-Lorraine 20c lilus France 2Oc:
(from luly I, 1871. 25c) are lIot rare. bUI
lOultlll lifter and thcrefore 1101 plcnUful. b,ter·
el>linj,t frsnkingl Wilh aeyeral different ... luea
<:an be found and proyide, eoml.ined with
other f",alurn. an inlt~ling fidd. The lOc
;, known bisetfcd, uacd for St. A copy of lhia
rarily ..·u in the ftrl1llTi CoUection. which
aho included a bisecled 5e. eonsidued bolus.
MiJ:ed frankinp ... ilh Ilampa of Ihe North
Gennan Confed",ralton or wilD lhow of the
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German Empire are unknowlI. U lbe Alaaee
Lorraine slampi were ne'·cr ,-glid 1i;lIlultane·
ou!!y with them. The !lamp! arc not rare on
COt'cr, bill Ihe Ie aud 2e much 1_ common
tban tJ,e other ...luea; Ihey are worth aboul
Iwiee as much Ai tilampl off oo.-er. Scarce aro
wamps with tarly cltntellQtions ,from plem
bet 1870) or with las' d",., cWledlaliolU IDt:e:.
31. 18711. on or off COyCt.

I/ultiplCJ, ulllUC4. are 1101 rare an.d blocks
generally do.ene only a 25% hilha' price
IhaD Jiiolle5, bUI the !tampa Wilh in,·crted
undcrpt-illl are rare in block&. aome valuca
C'eo IttID to be unknown in larler ..ul
lipJca lha.o pai",- Used bids arc _rec.
lhe ~I contm(Hl beiDa lbe 25c. LI:r.e GIllen

dcsorTinl! ~)" I~ timca the prK:e
01 ainglca. lOe a.nd 20e in bloch are rver
and worlh about I~ times the price of ainclcs.
while wilb u..·erted underprint Ie, 2c, 5c and
25e in blocb are l1IITitiea. The larIeu block
known. a &how piec>e. is a block of 1110 eop>c.
of lhe 2Se wilh rqular undcrprinl _ a full
pane ..-ilboul the boltom row - whkJI WII

cancelled al Sln~boulJ 0Cl July 15, 1871. Sup•
~J' il waf u:Jcd 0Cl a box wilh war rcpan·
tioD5 10 Wunl<"ftlbct..

NOlhinl i5 kno_ aboul the qlUUltuics print
",J, hut offici.l fia;urCf for lhe flamllt u.uJ ill
'871 are known. They arc:

Ic ....._ ...._.__..__ 265,468 oopiet
2c _.....•..........__ _ 300,978 ..

4e _ .2,302,356 ..

5c _ _ .41175.930
10e 7,514.582 ..

20e .2,837,310
25c _.......•••.•_... &15,834

The u~ of the !lamps wilh regular under.
IIrinl i&, by the way. cyenly diltribuled be.
Iween 'own" in Abace lind lown, in Lorrsine.
Thi:J i also lrue for Ihe Il>(lljt VUUef wilh in
Yerled undcrprinl-or which the Ie, especially
on oover. ~ a highly underJlrited lIamp---eJ:.
tepl the 5c and 201:. The former ~III' 10 hllye
been iJ<illed only in Lorrainc, the laller onl)"
in Alsace. Cancell.liona of rhetc Iwo value.
from Ihe olher plln of Ihe province 're ae
cidental and rare.

No PDJfD/ 5(Dtiollery w.. iuued ror Al~·
lclrnine. There were fpeeial flJ/icw /urm~ in
French for posl card., elC_ bUl withoul im.
printed !Iarolla.

There wetC 20J post oJ/ites in AlHce./Ar
'DUle and 53 in ol"er octupiet! pclrl.. 0/ Frtulte.
which were aeli.·c durint lbe occupalion. Afide
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havr also been imilllled, on I>enuin stamp slid

on forg ries.
Th tamps of I ac -Lorraine provide a

wide fielel for the specialist. There are mainly
three n idcralions by which spccializ.iJl" and
even research an he done. As ·far as we know,
nO erio u~ effort ha been mad to recollslmct
t'he varions .~ettings of Lbe different value and
to tu li h the plate po itions of Lh scarc
"type ". The pfati"g of t Le lamps will ther'
fore b a rewarding undertaking. It i a qwte
fonnidahle lask, but a' mulLipl unused and
used - c..'Lisl in sufGe; nl qtlllJ'ltity, il Muld
not prove an insolubl problem. Tile two olh r
considerati n are [involved, namely the
study and collecting; of th various frllnltin qs
and of th "isling conceLlations. Much work
has b en done in both ijolds and larg c:m·
c lInti n oUeetiolls, containing I n of thou 
lllld r t.amps r.xist. J\ the obie I of a spe·
cialized oUeclion, witholll mll h I"xpect.alion
of finding new facts, a ollcetion of frankings
and/or canC HUliom wo.l1d b higbly 'ati fy.

ing"
Til rc ex.i~ls urficient fiteratnrc in Ih fi ld

10 glliol Ih II W specialist. The standard work
j lill Tfugo Kroetzsch's "Dic Pr 'im3rken de
NorddCIILS hen PosLbezirk " (in G rman , hill
a more modern Ii ling Ly Henry Ban r, ata·
Joguc pecial des 'il1lbre~ (l'AI~a o-Lorraine"
(in Frell III ttl gi\' all nec._sary iJlforma
Lion. Til spcc"Ji:wd Btalog of France and
Germany lUlly also b of orne help, e pe ially
111 spe ializ<,rJ paris of Yllert and I1ficfl I. Nu·
merous articles in prulaleli' lilera lire, So

p ciall)' in 'ren h and German tnllgazill ~, deal
wilh deLail in the field and llIay ~ive Idnl
an I n w idea . A'itogetlt~r Ill' Slamp of 1
.a e·Lorl'lIiu, arc a rewonling field (or a
collector with medium III ems, to build a col
I ction which will at.i fy hiluoe!C and ju Ii·
Gubly il11pre - other colleclors.

II. ANDORRA

Andorra i the larg t of the ·folll' ll1Jmature
COUlllries of Europe. With ils 191 quare miles,
jt i mor lhan thr e limes as large as Liech·
len_lein. [i,'e tJm a large as an 'farino and
I w('nly·f1\'<, lime. as laJ'g as Monaco. ever
tholess. in T gard 10 population, it 15, wjth
ahoUi 6000 inhabitants, Lh small t of all
European COlllllriC. The population, consist·
i.ng 0l0st1)' uf 'farmer' and smugglers, lmd and
11a little conlac wilh th onler world and it
i therefQre nlJt very uIpri ing, Ihat the little
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Fig. 4

OUI1t.ry io Lhe Pyrenees is till Ibe only coun·
try in Eill' p without a po tal atlm ini Iralj '1

flown.
he political t.atus of Andorra i f a dual

na ure. Being a republic, ruled by 0 ouneU
or 24 men, it dales j s h.i lOry back to harle·
ma!!ll , who has made ii, 0 it i 'aid, a free
tale. Actuall • the country i Dol semi-inde·

pendent, because it i under punish and
French protectorate. The "protector" on lhe
pani h side i til Bisbop of eo de Urgel in

Lhe pani h province of Lerida. On the French
ide, il wa lhe ount de Foix, but he wa ex·

propriated and his funct.ion weI' Laken over
by the pref cL of the Fe nch J parlm nt. of
Pyrcnee at Perpignan.

The postal history of ndorra, as Ear as the
classic period i 'onc rn d, i- louded in mys·
lery. Tb poslal ne iii of the populalion
ecm to have be n mall. Dome tic mail was

fonvard ed by 0 casional traveil es and foreign
Illail laken ill the am way 10 .he nexl pan
i h or French posL office and moiled there
withoul any distinclive marking c ncernin~
i origin. Only ar lind 1870 UlCJ' s em t.o
ha e been 0111 ign of /tn lJrganiz d po tal
8crvico. It i claimed Lhal rllral mail carrier
of the neighboring pani h and French post
offices vu it d Ih apital, Andorra La Jlieijd,
rt) 1l1arly, lo deliver and accept mail. Abort
whil- later, two po tal clerk, paid by pain
uOll Fran c. are aid 10 have been cslabli l1cd
in Andorra La Vioija. bnt we kn W o( no
lJvcr whlch UOdOllbLcdly original d from

there. Th earli t ign oE a postal service is
11 Fr nch postmark DORRE / V L D'A .
DORRE, whi h Langloi fOUlld on a pain
1879, lOco lat'd 0 t. 15, 1882 (Fig. 4). It
i po ibl that this po tmark came inlO e
considerably cadier, bUI we can only guess
a bOll t it, a utis i the only known copy und
no covers 01 Lhal period al'e reporlcd.

That th lUll I. have been some poslal
a piraLion in Andorra ill lhe la ie II riod j

shown 01 0 hy I he exi t nce of a en of
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