
United States Domestic Mails
1776 - 1869

This exhibit has several goals; first to illustrate public and private existing routes, rates as well as
postal methods in place during the latter part of the 18th century; second, to trace their develop~

ment and expansion. Finally, to postally emphasize those historical events which altered the nature
of routes, rates and markings, and those events which caused the postal system to appropriately
adjust. The exhibit concludes with the completion of the transcontinental railroad.

Routing maps are employed where the writer considers helpful. As space limitations preclude the
showing of every possible route, rate and marking, the intent is to convey the full flavor of events,
including our political and historical relationship with Canada, Hawaii and the Confederate States.

A reasonably chronological order of featured categories,
in addition to ''normal'' mail of the various periods, is presented below.

Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

The Thirteen Original States
Continental Congress Post 1776 - 1782
The Confederation Post 1782 - 1791

Federal Post 1792 Rates
1794 Rates, 1799 Rates
Early Territorial Mail

The War of 1812
1816 Rates
1825 Rates into the early 1830's
Independent Mails 1820's

Express Mail 1836 - 1839
Indian Relationships 1820's and 1830's
Railroad and Steamboat Mail
Cross Border I New Territories
Independent Intercity Mails

c = Philatelic Foundation certificate

Section 5

Section 6

Section 7

Section 8

Section 9

The Postal Act of 1845
Postmaster ProvisionaIs
The 1847 Issue
Telegraph, Railroad and Steamboat Mail

Postal Changes
1851 Rates, 1855 Rates
Express Mail
Steamboat Mail, Telegraph

The Santa Fe Trail
The California Trail
Ocean Mail

The Jackass Route
The Butterfield Overland Route
Overland Mail
The Pony Express

The Civil War
Western Mails 1860's
The Transcontinental Railroad

In colonial times, all mails were under the control of the General Post Office in London which, in turn,
appointed a Postmaster General and his deputies, who directed the flow of mail through the colonies.

With the commencement of the War of Independence in April, 1775, the disruption of the British-controlled
''Parliamentary Post" mail delivery increased. On July 26th, the Continental Congress appointed
Benjamin Franklin as Postmaster General of the United Colonies, with headquarters in Philadelphia;
there, he directed the opposition "American Continental Congress Post" (sometimes referred to as the
"Constitution Post").

On Christmas Day, 1775, the Secretary of the British New York Post Office gave notice that its inland ser
vice would cease, and the Royal Post Office was removed to a warship in New York Harbor. However, for
some time, the two posts did operate simultaneously, primarily in areas of strong British sentiment.



Birth of a Nation American Continental Congress Post

July 4,1776

1:.

.'

Dat lin d Fairfi Id
Postcd 'REE to Jobn Hancock

Dear sir,

onn.) carri d privatel to e\ York
dele ate of the ontincntal on rcss \ hilc in cs ion.

William Bani £Sq.



Postmaster Free Frank

((B Free Frankl-

erican Continental Congress Post

August 27, 1776

'11' ••. ..

Philadelphia • South Amboy, New Je[' ey
''To Col Bu['t of the Pennsylvania Force "

This is the only known usage of the famon patriotic Free Frank by Benjamin F['anklin
as Postmaste[' of the United Colonies in the two month period between the signing of the
Declaration of independence and his leaving on his historic mission to France.

•I have the pleasure lO acquaint you, thal upon the reading
f your letter which I aid before the onventi n, the leave

which you de ired was granted. ' I am, ir,
Y ur most bed hum ervant',

(h.i' Dormal ignature wa used



Existing Postal Rates Jul 4, 1776

In terms of pennyweight (dwt) and grains (ge) of coined silver.
1 dwt=24gr

ection 1

R pI' entation of all thirte n
original States

60 miles or under
60 to 100 miles

For up to each additional 100 miles
For each incoming ship letter,

to inland rate, add

Free to the Military

1 dwt, 8 gr
2dwt
16 gr

16 gr

To pre ent ignificant diversities
of postal and historical usages

on ·nental oogress Po t 1776 - 17 2
The nfederati 0 Po ( 1782· 1791

American Continental Congress Post

ost provincial Congresses resolved that within their colony, all Jetter to
or from an per on in the Continental Arm be deli ered free of charge.

p. ovember 5, 1776



July 18, 1777

con-espc>nden

~ u requ l

Plt ilarlf'lPbj

Am riean ontinental ongres Post

t a . ofrate increases. Fir t, b 50%
era! additional chang ould foUo .

f\.U1!U3l 23. 1779
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lnflati0DaI1' t American ontinental Congress Po t

February
conllDE~Cf:meIDtof th p

• 1 1; it called
nt ar',

une 25 1781

er

Joltn Hatch. d put quart rm ler

As the Briti h h d blockaded the entire co t ar period' hip L tter .. are irtuall. n n·e . tent.



From General George Washington "Chain of Expresses"

In mid-February, 1781. Quartermaster General Timothy Pickering was instrncted to establish a ''Chain
of Expresses" between Washington's headquarters and Philadelphia to the south as well as Providence
to the east. Colonel Elisha heldon and Major Benjamin Talmadge were critical to this scheme.

'Headquarters ewYork May 31,1781
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"1 have duly received your favor f the 29th. 
The enclo ed letter for C lonel Sheldon,

r entreat you will forward by the first safe conveyance.

l





:onff>rlera .on Post Period

,1780



ated Handstamp Postmarks Confederation Post

Confederation having recently been ratified by all thirteen States,
e surrender of General Cornwallis at Yorktown, October 19,

ed to reestablish the 1775 rates effective January ,1782.

ear-dated postmarks' they are
hPtw~'nr:1u.p;"~L 15 and December 16 (below).

ored Rates:
mil 2 dwt, 16 gr

~ ;cud the whole (good ) thi

tage via Back reek.'
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Confederation Po t

r rom ptember 15 1776 until October
circoito route depicted below,

January 2 178
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1716·171~
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le L. L . 1: int h. '"fatb r' I tt r" inside.

\ern r Burt n winn n in do I.



Confederation Po -t

COIJlfeclenlt'IOn mail. Th reflect the receiving
tate currenc .

Por"GmlOO1b.. _ • H. D ember 13, 1783

arch 5 1784

, //

c rk forgot to chang tb triker date on Monday
f tb Ii type of the e~ ork postwar band tamp



Carrier Delivery ern The Confederation Post

February 24, 1786

ith

C:J#;~J~~

e.//-~.

?-o~~
~~&rI:~'~

. Wilmington. De.
100 miles to ilmington
hip 2 ,2 pence for carrier delivery

are postmar are known during the oloniaJ or Confederation Post period.'· ASCC voll
Carrier Deli e fees are eldom een recognized on cover.

1790

to

Th' cover w deaee ioned from tb
Universi of ortb Carolina ibrary.



F" American Priyate Handstamped Marking Confederation Post Period

September 23, 1786

BORDENTON
~

NEW¥ORKSTACE

Philadelphia. Bordenton .J. b t eboat
Bordenton H t to n b tagecoac.h

This the first American pri~ate handstamped marking is known used from
August 28 - October 28, 1786' it· also the ani one used during the colonial
period. There are no postal marking becau e thi w a private carrier.



Reduction of Rates The Confederation Post

Effecti eAprilS 1788 Congress reduced the rates of 1782 as nearly twenty five
percentum. as w:iII consist with the mode of calculating pennyweight and grains of
silver. in order to reduce them to e currencies of the several states".

Williamsburg. a.

6 - 1 miles: 1 dwt, 8 gr
200 - 300 miles: 2 dwt, 16 gr
400 - 500 miles: 3 dwt, 8 gr

July 5, 1788

Ale andria, a. April 22, 1791

~~ -M {(.,,:!ilellJI!N,#

~//- .
,r. /, (( d(/n~e I

400· mil rate 3 d 8 gr



The Confederation Post

1787 to early 1788

~nk

l1'"t7Tft Cnr~Ul I

Charlestown .c. . ''Hay near Edenton' .C.
400 - 500 miles rate 4 dw 16 gr

Although this outer sheet reveals no month or day markings, the "ChaSton" marking is known
u ed in 1787 and 1788; the rate for this distance was reduced to 3 dwt, 8 gr on April 5, 1788.

This was an extremely difficult road to traverse. One needed to cross the Albemarle and Pamlico
e toaries in the northern portion. Moreover,' the coastal road between Charle town and
Wilmington often called the King's Highway, was almost impractical during a major part of the
year. It led through a sparsely inhabited area, where a traveler had to wade through deep sands
and stinking wamps." IM~ !&ttY in Colonial WllI Revolutionary America p C-29.
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Statehood The Confederation Post

Although the first Congress of the United States convened on March 4, 1789,
the rates and regulations of the existing Confederation of Colonies, now
States, remained in effect until a new postal act took effect June 1, 1792.

Alexander Hamilton Free Frank November 25, 1789

u,.'

.~tl Ilblt- Co ~

.j/~y at

New York • Baltimore
docketed 'The ecreta.·y of the Treasury"

As to Free Frank , an Act of Congress September 22, 1789 reatllrmcd the resolution of
'ebruary 28,1783: 'All letter to and [rom the head of Departments of War. Finance

and Foreign Affairs to be free regardI whether or not marked 'on public ervice' '.



•• erritory Northwest of the Ohio River"

The orthwest Ordinance of 1787 was the single most important piece of legislation accomplished. by the Articles
of Confederation. It provided the means by which new states would be created ont of the western lands and then
admitted into the Union. Governors and judges appointed by Congress would mle a territory until it contained
5.000 free male inhabitants of voting age' then the inhabitants would elect a territorialleg.islature which would
send a non-voting delegate to Congress. When the population reached 60,000, the legislature would submit a state
constitution to Cougress and, upon its approval, the state would enter the Union.

The earliest co er from The orth ernt IT

"'P r favour 0 01. prout'

r rt hil tartin Jul 1788. Col nel b ncz r
p at pro ided th. only courier ervice to and from
orthw territory. Thi was his second trip.

an tta had the first Post office which wa e tabr hed
in 1794.



e Post Office Act of 1792, effective June 1st, was the first comprehensive
tnte to be enacted after the adoption of the Constitution. For the first time,

rates were expressed in terms of U.S. cents. 195 post offices were in operation
b the end of the year.

up to 30 miles:
31 - 60 miles:
60 - 100 miles:

100 - 150 mile :
150 - 200 miles:

6 cents
8 cents
10 cents
U 1/2 cents
15 cents

200 - 250 miles:
250 - 350 mil :
350 - 450 mil :

over 450 miles:
incoming ship:

17 cents
20 cents
22 cents
25 cents

4 cents

ection 2

Federal P 51:
1792 Rat
179~ Rate'
179 Rates

ith ncw tate
and Territories

F Federal Rates

To Dr. Abraham Lincoln
August 5, 1792

datelined olombia, .C. - inland to
Riehm nd· Philadelphia . Boston

er 450 miles: 25 cents
ut th last of local currency:

1 shillin ,6 pence
'"paid by lincoln" land DOL B bad . nllurel>

fJ'ltJ '" 15,

~Ln.lP-/
2m '1"6



May 8,1800

-C~e47ad~/

61d/~

Jj71ffi ~~--

arch 1 1803 hen Ohio
from me and m heirs".

Fee" 0 ed on a .. Cover

~ ;Ia.~j
J #- I:fj,. lICo0,a.1I

I

ovember 7, 1799

/



'9ferritory South of the .ver 0 '0'

June 6, 17~

~~O~;",,~/h
rce}Yf41U(./ !UlJt'VJW1.. v I/[Iln/

Ha kins court post"
to Hawkins

- Dan ' e - Frankfort

cents

''Dragoon Expr

d been d legate to I

the Gene
b.io River.

~c0'9~~7
~W~~

olon I j
ntinentaJ Colngress.

uperint ndenl

These troop fougbt on roo but
traveUed on bor eback. As Deb
they were ideally uiled to the
military for ''Expr ervice .
Thu there w no company
caJled ''Dragoon Expr '

This is the only recorded cover
of the era,

'Dragoon" by Webster's definition:
''heavily armed moonted troop



VerDlontlndependent~ail 1792 Rates

On March 4,1791 Vermont was admitted as the fourteenth State. Although carriage
of Dlail from ban' .Y. to Bennington in the southwest corner of Vermont was
authorized that same month, arrangements took time, and the route did not become
effective until June 1 1792, concurrent with the new postal act.

The Earliest Cover Carried through the State of Vermont

"Alban Wa '

..

'.({.V\

docked Kinderhook .. - privateJ carried to Caldwell & Pearson, Albany merchants
bany Way written at Alban P • carried cr Lake Champlain • Burlington

b fa or of zackary P lee· hamplain
SO • 200 mile rate: 1 cen pi cent 8. " fee collected in ca h)

a 0 ermont' printed.

. Rived \. R lbe
t:a e on that f lhi I tt r

Z. Peaslee"

Zachary Peaslee a Burlin on m rchan perated a private p l

Pliney Moore had moved from Kinderhook to bamplain in 1788. As no north - oulh
mail service existed on the ide of e hamplain, this primitive routing was utilized.

June 14, 1792



1792 rates

In March, 1792, Canada concluded its first postal con ention
with the United States. It provided 'Bri' letters, packets and
newspapers to be carried between e Yor and Burlington,
Vermont by United States mail service.

--

The Earliest Cro Border Co er

.....

March 14, 1793

r t : Quebec to Burlin 11 pence
Burlington to e ork: 20 cen

For 1793 Anthony Haswell carried th mail between Burlington Rutland, Bennin ton and
Iban. Although inform lion' unclear apparentJ the fir t ee J mail er i e b tween

Montreal and Bennington rimentalJ tried. be 'een Januar and a 1 1793.
- 111 lr nd lamp Jour Rela1lons ""rwteo c;:.w,da

Canadian postal accoonts sbo th t 426 -00 nd t tters r take D at ontreaJ on reb 16th.



The Post Office Act of 1799, effective
March 2nd, simplified the per sheet zone
rate structure from nine categories to six.

not over 40 miles:
40 - 90 miles:
90 ~ 150 miles:

150 M 300 miles:
300 - 500 miles:

over 500 miles:

8 cents
10 cents
121/2 cents
17 cents
20 cents
25 cents

Diplomatic Intrigue

November 5, 1803

I

1 ,1

'Q1c. ,lith I ~I Ol., ttYL
J~jul

It.•• h.A (U,

-1• I

(
"IP1/ IIl.I

, r04 e.1i LI c'd '1J e:J e.'}c.<,~.·"n,

!tJ.I!~. ;ruA ;J tl I. (Jo:Lt.lI.. (I: t"l )Ie/, ~ /L
.oj ~;:I, 1«dr 'fI'."/.~.' 7"_0

,

I

France and n and ere at ar from 1 • 1 1 , It unclear to th I' Dch
wbere ffi ' I Am'can pathi wold finall th pee eel that our
W op Ding certain important mai the meUm ould write a ecret m in
lemon juice hich w iDVi ible to the e e, When th e letters were rete! ed. a m
chun would be r moved aDd oaked to brin out a trac of a m a ; if n
appeared 0 be it. But if there was a m age, the entire J tter would be &ked.

300 . 500 mil rat d double 20 cen



Presidential Widow Free Frank

Shortly after the passing of George Washington on December 14, 1799, Congress
passed a special Act on April 3, 1800: "All letters and packages to and from
Martha Washington, widow of the late General George Washington, shall be
received and conveyed by post free of postage for and during her life."

1799 Rates

artha Washington November 6, 1801

Mount Vernon, Va. - Fredricksburg

c

This letter, address and word "Free" are in the hand of her granddaughter, Eleanor "Nellie" Parke
Custis Lewis; she was the daughter of Martha's son by martha's previous marriage, he was kiUed in
the Revolutionary War. Eleanor and her brother, George, were adopted by General Washington and
lived at Mt. Vernon until Martha's death in May, 1802. The addressee is Eleanor's brother, Robert.

Although she had the privilege for about two years,
there are al"guably only three or four recorded franks.



be irst ederal ed Circular ate Strike.Jrs 1799 rates

ith the number of post 0

serred increasing from:
the most active po om

George ashington

in 1 99. and the post road mileage
d . ular date striker to 21 of
. varying lightly in dimension.

Free Frank Pre 'den::
Alexandria, rrginia

...... .. . -- ---,...--

•

) bn dam

Pre ident
chu ett

Thorn .JctYe n

id t



'The Great Mail" 1799 Rates

ith the 1803 Louisiana Purchase, Orleans Territory including ew Orleans formally was accepted October
L 1804. Congress wanted "The Great Mail" - connect the limits of the country. In 1805, a sometimes rough
post road was completed between ew Orleans and Washington; it ran north through Natchez, Colombus,
Mississippi Territory, ashYille and Knoxville, Tennessee, Fairfield, Virginia to Washington. It was almost
1500 mil much through thinly settled areas including 500 miles of Indian lands.

, he atchez Trace

('
,~) '~.~;......-.--
a 'c.c<.,t~ -----

August 6, 1805

Orleans, Territory - per ashington - Wilmington. Del.

Jone 24, 1808

l
!&,; ,J ' L IUOn ""hbi:!

l~tU:.-



Ia Fort toddert" Express Mail 1799 Rates

Congress wanted a more direct, dependable land ronte between Washington and New Orleans; a roote
via Fort Stoddert, Athens, Ga. was selected which saved 500 miles. Bnt dispntes with Spain over West
Florida, The Creek Indian. hea rains and swamps were among the difficulties which plagned this
route. After April I, 1807 a government-run Express wsas directed by PMG Granger.

Black and red CDS marking are known..

Docketed' 808'

C"~••••••••

~.'of.....·.

,,_..•~

Map bowing Natchez Trace
and Fort Stoddert routes.

roil rate: 25 cen collectboth e over

'Ft SMail"

Docketed
"r cd 12 ov 1808'

33 days)

other 'pelling :
toddard'

• toddart
• todder"



Southern Frontier 1799 rates

o Wukinso~ Georgia pril22 1800

ort D· a -annah . b) hip . Chari on
o erl d • I 'ch.

o er ~ mil rate: 2S cen

Thi letter is datelined ontpeiller" a village which bad no post office'
Fort ilkinson which was the frontier: was l()(ated about 150 mile north·
east of avannah, and had a post office 1798 . 1 06.

The postage i as much Crom avannah bere as it i from Ipswich, - a d uble
letter being no more lhan 25 cents pr post. Your last letter came 10 hand dated
Nov [797. (2 1/2 year !) Y u till have a br ther, T m (the writ r). Fat and
saucy, poor but not ragged. He lives in the 35 0 norlh latitude and aboulthe 16 0

we llongitude... bave plent f grog, cabbage and a n... When he left the
Anny, his lad returned to lh h r ke .....

"F rt Wilkin on' is c n idered the m 1 important
e rgia manu ript marking of lhi ra.

Fl. WUklnJlOll



1799 Rates

larch 7 1804

Kaskaskia incenn - Louisrill - DamilIe • Pi bur b • Philadelphia
e ork· Alban • Bennington • Brattleboro· ewbury

o er 500 mil rate: 25 ceo

u are infonned of th purchase 0 Loui iana" being ceded to the cited tates _. _. po ion j

- tan b.' the pan- h, but uniformJ) are high!. pleased to be itizen - b) thi n w a quired
. __ anum T of min wh e \'aJue are ineal uJable to lh "e 1 m \\orld and a free and

me, - - -ppi River i D1 hi h the " m pi cannot me popular.'-

-Cape a 31 1811



Inland Waterwa~'

arty 19th n
uld

Sailing Ye

Ie e de onstrate the .
up °th demand for

d pendent ails

m<1~~]ll£1rl[l[ mails~ the
plac 0

nne 27 1810

. r w k t"

l == I uld
Ul n d 1· re \ J: -ca e-.



he First ail board a Steamboat

~ ~ovember 10 1810

)

. e or • ban

rate: 6 cents due at port of arrival

Althou h n hip narne is noted on the cover, the only teamboat to travel
north on the Hudson river during this period was the 'Cleremont".
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' ....

he ar of 1812

.................

December 6 1 11

{-d.".

, ,U/h." l~ £L'
r~. Uu /.

1U,..c..

Documents came into e
which proved beyond a do
the side of Great Bri
state of war against
On June 18 1812, C'ougress decb:.:n:d
war on ''Great Bri .. Ireland.
dependencies thereof',

To the Secretary of War
Bath, District of Maine - Wasbington

sent ''Free'' - ''reed Dec 14 18U'
from General William King

to Sec. of War, William Eustis

Background: Near the end of 1811. it
appeared obvious that the hostile Indian
Tribes on the southern and northw
frontiers were well-equipped with offi
sive weapons of British manufactUlrr
despite official denials. British warships
hovered arouod our ports and haJras:sm
entering and departing con"-n---
American vessels were plundered.
high seas,

Four page detailed report of conditions on
the ''Eastern Frontier' : The British are
getting short of provision and... they
would probably attempt taking by force thai
which they cannot purchase - particularly at
Eastport".

Reports: 25 - 30 companies gettin~ drill. 
. . . need boats, recommends altering
Volnnteer Laws so that elderI. men who
are exempted from Military doty can do
Garrison Duty,



The Post Office Act of 1825,
effective May 1st, the per sheet zone
rate for 156 - 400 miles increased

m 1 cents to 18 3/4 cents.

Rate 183/4 cents

"Mail Route" e Orleans o ember 25, 1829

ot later than 1827, inbound ship letters originating in ew Orleans coming through New York with destinations
beyond were noted to have "collect" postal ratings applied in ew Orleans, which were higher than they should
have been. To use this letter as an example, the proper fee should have been 14 1/2 cents: 2 cents ''Ship'' plus 12
1/2 cents 80 - 150 miles to Philadelphia.

When a "Ship Letter" is not a "Ship Letter"

What happened? The PMG determined that the Mississippi River was a post road; therefore, the 93 miles from
New Orleans to Balize, the post office at the month of the river. would be added to the forwarding distance from
New York, and the total (over 200 miles) now put this letter in the 150 - 400 mile classification (183/4 cents).

Thus, ''Mail Route" markings were placed upon private 'ship' letters which were NOT really ''ship'' letters by
rnling that these ships were"imDliedly onder contract" and so rated. This abuse was ended in February, 1830.



U.S. Occupation of Canada The War of 1812

These two letters to Lieutenant Samuel Hairston
illustrate the progress of the U.S. Army into Canada.

July 24, 1813

,
(

/" 176
r

Alexandria Va. - ''Fort Bo:ffalo" .Y. (an encampment)
forwarded - Fort iagara .S. side

over 500 miles rate: 25 cents
onder 40 miles forwarding fee rate: 8 cents

Capture of Ft. George Canada August 6, 1813

£A.LL-4~.
l'/~~ .

J~r Aiz/uL--r

UCf...rr-~~~
Patrick Court House a. - iagara, Upper Canada

'Inf Cap. at Ft George"
over 500 miles rate: 25 cents

It is important to understand that Ft. George, Canada was
considered U.S. territory by the U.S. Post Office Department.



The War of 1812

. -atchez. Mississippi Territory - Va
rate: 25 cents + 12 1/2 cents

/l~~? ~ ~o/t,~

?H- .. .."~

~~~

L(:;
~:-'. ?

/ . -, :..':,;.-
:.l ...~

drop rate

..u- -tel. . . ,..: cent + _ cent
are recorded for the entire coon~-.



tea.mboat Mail Contract

Pre-Regulation Steamboat Mail

The War of 1812

Colauessi'onal Act of February 13, 1813 provided the first official authorization for
(2l't:"~ 'a teamboat.. The first contract was awarded to North River Steamboat

Line' and service commenced April 15, 1815.

pel"2;!!;I'apb' taken from the description in the John Eggen coUection.

October 15, 1815

'I;/'

)

~
.' / .

/~/. (/I,I'/I//t-O

(1/ '/;/IY

./

trip
17 cents 3= 51 P

Prior to 1825 the PostalLa and egu1atio made no specific reference to
'Steamboaf' letters' thus, the notation '-per Steam Boat" was a ender'

directive, and was carried in a regular mail bag.



Rate Changes

1

1/- .
J'. ,U":)

t;ll!..-",,- ~.l

vr~- ~l/~

The Post Office Act of 1816,
effective May 1st, simplified the
p r heet zone rate structure
from six categories to five.
n t over 30 miles: 6 cents

30 - 80 miles: 10 cents
80 - 150 miles: 12 1/2 cents

150 - 400 miles: 18 1/2 cents
over 400 miles: 25 cents



Inland Waterways

-0 June 9, 1819

e postmasters used a
WlI1"f~".~ 0 0 er directive had been

"""RlP""" letter. and rated it 6 ceots doe.
earnESt Iullndst:amped ~"t"1'TTr'" on L . estern waters.

"ar.razmsE~ttBay
Jm 30,1823

~daJ:ld.: l'I"I'Jrid'ence - Boston
c:III"'~~bf~d1D~rftu'rtJ'~ post office.

a



Lakes Ship Letter

Prior to th in1:I'04~:tifln Great Lakes
r of boats.

~__ marldD.2S 0: an. kind.

August 14, 1821

Kin<gston. pper Cana~August 13 given to the captain of a local Lake ship.
.P.O. Sacketts Harbor. .Y.. Aogust 14 . Ne York

''Ship 2e 1/2'
150 - 400 miles rate: 18 112 cents pIns 2 cents ''Ship Fee" to the captain.



. ot

Independent~ails

arch 24, 1824

I· ewYork
~ t you a few line '..

or • mails as a Cal'or.

~a 27 1828

(.....r

d. H . -,J.• p . •• York

"Capt Reily bas just ed the Pil <> and as be is le~we us I ha""e ID- today \ ith
a fair \\ind and fme prospe . It i ut linte m than on hour ince we left tbe wharf'.

E 'dentl the writer was on board bound for Philadelphia, and gave this letter to the
pilot who was next bound for New York.



. Pete n' tag.

tage Coach

CV/t././~4:( ;:'0 ~#:Z,
y ~~vf' / /£ /0/

/

Independent Mails

Jone 16, 1817

(

date- ed Cape 13., -.J. - Philadelphia

placed in th Philadelphia mail as a drop letter· no rate markings.

More expedient than the .. ails

Philadelphia '"'B tage" Mt. Bony. .j.

pparently the sender had missed the . mails, and opted
to send by the stage which was probably leaving promptly.

Jone 10, 1822



ail Along the Canals

As canaIs were opened in the earl 19th ee.
ne prosperity: it was only natural 0 ha

1820's and 1830's

abutting towns thrived and grew along with this
mail also moved on and alongside these routes.

OSCOW. _ •• n to e Chief Clerk, Canal DeJpar1me 1. Alban

, fi"

'---- - ----

formall. completed October 26. 1 25.
:Buffalo with locks. it would soon change the

to d from the Great Lakes.

March 21, 1827

"'The last to be bnilt and the longest and most important of the Connecticut River Canals
was the six mile long Windsor Locks Canal, twelve miles upriver from Hartford. It was
opened for navigation in the mid 1820's, it's purpose being to provide safe passage around

the wicked Enfield Falls and rapids." - Canal Days in America. Drago



Southern Independent Mails

"Pr egroe Titus Dec 30, 1826

datelined Robeson County - Fayetteville, .C.

"Not knowing "vhether you agree about Titus for any further length of lime, I deem i[ proper to send him into town, expecting to be
there myself on next Tuesday ... J shall then wait upon you and settle up for the time the negroe has been with me. In the meantime,
I send you under my obligation to pay you for his labor (in my service) during the ensujng year 1827 .. ' N. Moralpin

probably circa 1830's

-

This cover was submitted to
the USPCS for commentary by
this writer, who could not find
the Yazoo river in Sunflour
County, or any evidence as to
the existence of the above
"Express" etc.

"RP Arnold Exprefs"

Consensus was that it was in
Sunflour County until 1871,
when the County lines were
moved. The .Journal of the
Mississippi noted that
"There were no towns in
Sunflour County, only a few
landings"; thus, Single Side
could have been a plantation
landing. Furthermore, a Mr.
Arnold operated a steamboat
through the sparsely populat
ed counties of Southern
Mississippi at that time; the
same man?

Money letter ($10.00) - ''Single Side Yazoo River, SunOonr County, Miss"· ''Paid 50"



rida Territory o er rate: 25 cents

Pe:~lcola

changes

_ arch 7. 1823

t ogustine E. Flo May 19, 1831

k,~;/~ /f-~t::.7 ;J/~-.

~~fI~n-..

"?7~~.AJ

It is curious to note that St. Aognstine which bad been the capital of
the former East Florida, retained its former glory in the postmark.



Arkansas Territory The First Territorial handstamped Markings

Arkansas was admitted as a Territory in July, 1819. In June, 1821,
the prosperous trading village of Little Rock became the capital.

The full ''Little Rock Shield" September 9, 1830

rate 18 3/4 cents ISO - 400 miles Above is the unique example of this. the first handstamp marking.

Dated 0 eptember 9 18 ,either the results were not pleasing to Dr. John Fulton the postmaster, or
the derice broke. After eptember 9 all recorded usages are missing the upper portion of the rectangle.

.• eire e 'Li e Rock bield July7 1831

/- "::j -n 'I?..-.---~.

~#~',

,
c HiJ 4/«...~ "77'FJ.</~~.

k~u-~.

/f,..,

--
80 • 1-0 miles double rate: 12 112 cents x 2 to Satartia . issippi.

Tbis postaJ marking is known between October 6,1830 and June 21, 1832.



Texas Mexican Administration

The first significant appearances of an American presence in what is now Texas began in the early 1820's.
Cotton and beefwere to be the main exports to be taken to New Orleans, while communications beyond
were mainly per the atchez Trace. Names of towns yet had their Spanish names. Important areas were
basically near the coast· very ignificant were Bahia (Goliad) and Bexar (San Antonio).

Bahia to Bexar

3 Reales Mexican Dom tic rate until 1832

Circa 1827

The Republic Period e . ed from December, 1835 until the end of December. 1845. An early
example of mail through the Te an po tal system was illu trated in the "Exp Mail" ection.

Houston to J1.U~Ull Republic Period

The abo.e type post:mark. recorded used between April 6 and pril 24. 1845.
This is the earliest llSea2e.



Directed Routing 1816 /1825 .rates

tha needed for
alternatively
d . tion.
d weight, it

sendrr dl~ten[IlJ·med to be

p mber 13, 1833

... ,

o
Il£.rtildaj =

P ersburg. iTgi:nia now est irginia • alo
·'Via Pittsburg' • Harrisburg • Copenhagen. • -. .

The Parkersburg stencil handstamp as unusual t: r



Route

''Expre :Mail of 1836 - 1839

'---'--Ft/:,,-,,~~f";i"';&~"-'V~&~=·:V·<-,.:'~.~:;
r Olol\ol"'~ l'ILt.1: J-ll .0'- c""''tt,.

: /"
~ .' ,q·.~e"I.. "" .... el"

&~ ~.H""'" -, ...o-~:~::t:t:~~· .~ C,,~I\Ln~ ..
, ,. __ .'" M"'~ a"

'. ..ao-T r~_

0' <.ofI ...u ,

/l"kH.rfo.. "''''1
••~.4(;,,~.E""11.. •

. post office run express ser ice, at triple e .,
beoan in December, 1836: it was adver . ed 1

than 7 days. In the beginning, e cept for e.
Philadelphia spur, which was b. railroad.. and
_ ew Orleans piece, which was by teamboat.
was by horse.

B 1836 New Orleans had emerged as ODe of the m p
perous cities in the country due to the cotton trade. ot 
Great Mail' from the north, mo tly b tagecoa
- 15 days; merchants and newspaper caned fi r

c priI 19, 1837

/



e 'Trail of Tears and Death"
• Choctaw Chief Nitikechi to the
Arkansas Gazette winter 1831-2

aided b contractors herded the
o dian Territo in the present state of

ne er reached their de tinatioD because of lack
thing food and expo nre crossing the Mississippi River

an Arkansas swamps in the frigid winters. For this reasoD, the
movement earned the cognomen, the "Trail of Tears".

1831 Military Despatch to "Camp Towsen" in Indian Territo
Postage Free "In service'

~ ~ -J_. ~ I'~~

/J! 6- ~ ~JJ/

/U).

/~f';; ~rf

~~~.1/,~,~

~~



Indian Relationship ''Trail of Tears"

Th fi¥e tribes were the Chocktaw Chickasas, Creek, Cherokee and Seminoles. The relocation
e me tribes continued through the 1830 s and much of the 1840's. Depending upon where

oming from, the first Indian Territory stop was normally Ft. Gibson in the Cherokee
4lll.A.41tion in the north or Ft. Towson in the Choctaw allocation in the south. These five

ere called the' Civilized Tribes or ations because the all had a written language;

Cantonment Gibsonater 'Fort Gib on Cherokee ation February 8 1832

n>..•. nr_'--'-·r· definition.

Gmilllnlnent i "a group
cClT"... .... I"",,,, temporary

o ember 9 1839



"Trail of Tears"

August 13, 1835
da e' ed Camp Chattahoochee (an arsenal)

,-

c

_ the laIing (0 the ime urse of the military au-
it i in the P ,ince of your departm nllO do 0 & being detached,

doulbtfu) the roper course to pursue reJati e to the indian '.

April 8 1844

Of

l' Y 41a4o-aL.
C7L4~~<..---' ...-.

/ ~~-~.

Thrre recorded.



Cross Border

July U.1834

~---

Ferriage o tober 31 1836

/

~--------

on· erriage· Lewiston., . .. ban
4 _ pence" erriage" =''6 ,. paid per pen cancel

e 1 4 cents due

o bich ere separated by the iagara or SL Lawrence Rivers had to
be ferried across because there ere no . a bridg at tho time. From January 1829. until tbeir termination in March
1837, the Canadian Deputy P_ IG Oed a _ pence ''Ferriage'' fee to be added to the appropriate Canadian postage due.



ailCross Border 1830's

'BriO Postage Free'

NY) • Kingston, V.Coda above Buffalo .•per Cana
Queenston p dOan PostmasterAubnrn.. . . . F.... to the Cana..:..,.. exampl.. exist

Few ''British Postage

May 1, 1833

~ E chang Pointr . Line. x March 2, 1838

Derirr . e.
- '. l; ....._-,...,,, 4 _ ee

e York City8 .
3/4 cents collect



_·orthwest Territory

o

dat.elined. -iagam,. -... Buffalo, a,Y 31 • Chicago - Green Ba.
Fort mnebaoo, then Michigan Territory - forwarded to Ft. Boward

o er 400 miles rate: 25 cents plus 150+ mile ron arding fee: 12 112 cents

-~----

,

An e tremely well articulated request for his share of the monies given to his tribe.

''1 ne er was con idered in full to be a member f the nalion, nor never had n land granted to,
meanwhil I many of lhe adopted African w re on idered full to b member of ur tribe, but
because my father was a white man, many of our people were opposed to my having any right in
our nation ... when you write to me please direct your letter as follm s: John W. Newcom in the
town of iagara & ountry of Niagara for the Cherokee Post Office. This is a new post office
called by the aid name . . '.



The Railroad as a Post Road: On July 7 1838 Congress passed an act providing 'that each and
every railroad within the limits of the nited tates which now is or hereafter be completed, shall
be a post route, and the P G hall cause the mail to be transported thereon .

}

Albany & Buffalo Railroad eptember 26 1838

/
Air#.//r:A ~~

»~~.

e!~~~'

Taken OD board AJban, ,Y" Deansville
90 • 150 miles rate: U 1/2 cents

"''''',............u.OAD type markings were struck on mail which did not originate in a post office.
e special mar' or the Alban. & Buffalo Railroad. t the time of this letter. there were fewer than 2000

e railroad possessed about 10%. their tracks were completed just past Syracuse.

ovember 15, 1838

board between
do er.
•'cl1" arged

timore Railroad" marking.,
ml1::oD:DD()O: i 'gnified that addressee had an account

letter did not have to be paid upon receipt



The First Stamps Issued in the U.S.A. Local Mails

In February, 1842, Henry T. Windsor and Alexander M. Greig established a local mail delivery ser
vice called the City Despatch Post; their prepayment stamps were the first issued in the Western
Hemisphere. Greig advertised: ''Branch Offices Letter boxes are placed throughout every part of
(New York) City in conspicuous places; and all letters deposited therein not exceeding two ounces
in weight, will be punctually delivered three times a day at three cents each".

City Despatch Post, New York July 5, 1842

...

In addition to the date, the CDS showed the time received;
the ''FREE'' handstamp cancellation had no philatelic significance.

So successful was the City Despatch Post that the PMG authorized the purchase
of same, and on August 16, began operations as a U.S. government carrier known
as United States City Despatch Post under the superintendence of Greig.

United States City Despatch Post September 1, 1842

The government ordered new, but similar stamps with a new inscription inserted at the top,
as well as different paper and a new color; the cancellation was a red "U.S." in an octagon.

The 3 cents charge comprised of2 cents carrier fee pins 1 cent drop fee; however, when drop
fees were increased to 2 cents on July 1, 1845, local letters became 4 cents. This was quite
unpopular! The PMG ordered the Post shut down on December 1, 1846.



Philadelphia Despatch Po Local Mails

Earll t Recorded L February 13, 1843

c

In ecember.l 2. Robertson & Co. purchased a hort lived existing post and advertised their new city post
onld deliver Jette for 3 cents each 'if deposited before 9 AM. will be taken ont for delivery at 10 AM..."

This cover, which shows "10 AM." pick up in the handstamp, also illustrates the
earliest recorded usage of this stamp. "3 P.M." is struck on the stamp, as weU as "R&Co"

This letter was written and signed by Rembrant Peale, in which he discusses "my method
of teaching. according to their experience & the practice in European Academies ..."

The World First Pictorial Stamp 1843

-; ~... .

eLk fi!J~ :J3/aA-z~~?I

vY';0~ ~
avnL/U f ,1f~LJ-£O-·

c

The design how their messenger striding over the Philadelphia erchant's Exchange, which housed the
PO; this implied uperior service. The stamp is donble struck by a red "3", and inscribed ''R & Co."

,\Jthongh undated the cover is considered to be the earliest recorded usage.



To and (rom the Great Lakes Independent Intercity Mails

The interworking o( independent companies is illustrated b the two covers on this page. Tbe partnership
of Crawford Livingston, Henry Wells and George Pomeroy operated both companies on the same route.

Livingston, ells & Pomeroy s Express July 14, 1844

/~.

L~ ~~ €¥
/5Le--d~ Aa-L

h ...-,-- ~ $yd~

~~.

'Cbarged"

Livingston, WeUs & Pomeroy's Express carried commercial mail and
packages; as such, they were oot in violation of railroad regulations.

Pomeroy s Letter Express

Boyd City Expre

September 3, 1844

September 5, 1844

Pornero:.r"s Let1:ef"~ canied. general mail, and was under constaDt pressure from the P.O.
to the llai1roads as that was in dlrect nolation of the 'post road" regnlations.
:ps in February, 1844: tbe rate was 5 cents prepaid or 6 1/4 cents conect. Uoder

eary . fines, the company ceased operation in late September, 1844.

Boyd's was a local ew York carrier service. Together, they
assured the pnblic of cheaper, reliable door to door service.



Independent Intercity Mails

arch 4,1845

~~tr
Ij 'jrutMv /6~J!/

~

Hartford, Conn. - ew York

Covers are recorded between August, 1844 and June 30, 1845.
The yeUow stamp indicated that a 5 cents fee had been paid.

"South" was a directional marking.

The purpose of this company was carry mail to and from Hartford, as well
as link with other private express companies such as Hale & Co.

The stamp depicts a "Hartford" messenger striding between two cites across
a body of water, • complete with a paddle wheel steamboat. The implication
is that the "Hartford ''messenger was much faster than the U.S. Mails.

The condition of the above cover is considered exceptional for this company.

An early Precancel
One can observe that the tops of the
taU letters in "South" run off the
stamp as well as the presence of two
markings from an adjacent stamp
opposite the left knee.

c



Section 5 Postmaster PrO\'isionals
The 1847 Issue
Telegraph, Railroad and
Contract Steamboat Mail
Other Rate Changes

The Post Office Act of 1845, effective July 1, was the first
significant postal revision since 1792. The catalyst was the
enormous amount of business that had been lost to the
independent carriers, by some accounts, • almost half by
1845. The result was a drastic simplification of distances,
and a responsive reduction of rates; moreover, letters were
to be rated by the 1/2 ounce, rather than by the sheet.

under 300 miles: 5 cents
over 300 miles: 10 cents

drop letters and carrier fee: 2 cents

Understanding the time-saving value of the prepaid stamps issued by
independent mail companies, New York PM Robert H. Morris soon
issued the first ''Postmasters' Provisional" stamp. This apparently
was authorized by PMG Cave Johnson as an experiment to test the
practicality of adhesive postage stamps.

ewYork City Postmasters' Provisional

c

~~;x;)jtJ'2~
avu-·~

~~
~I

over 300 miles rate: 10 cents prepaid
New York - by "RAIL" - St. Louis • Ann Arbor, Mich.

These stamps were initialed "ACM" by Alonzo Castle Monson as a control before being
passed through the mails. Additionally, a red ''PAID'' was struck on the pair, as well as
on the face of the cover.

The stamps are from position 7-8 of the sheet, with the left one being a double transfer
at the top, most noticeably on the lower portion of the letter "0" in "Office".



Ten more postmasters, all of whom were responsible for bookkeeping and
collecting on burdensome amounts of unpaid mail, issued provisional stamps.

Postmasters' Provisionals

t. Lo . o. The 10 and 20 cents ''bears'' April 22, 1846

over 300 miles triple rate: 30 cents prepaid
c

In November 1845, Postmaster John M. Wimer had a 3 x 2 plate made with 5c valoes on top and lOe values below,
printed on a greenish paper. Later, two of the 5 c values were hammered out, and 20e inserted, • printed on a gray
lilac paper. Later in 1846 5c values were reinserted in place of the 20c, printed on a bluish pelure paper. On this
cover, the 10c stamp is on greenish paper, and the 20c on gray lilac. Afew COlters are known with this combination.

Brattleboro, Vt. September 3,1846

c

under 300 miles rate: 5 cents prepaid

Brattleboro PM Frederick N. Palmer ordered fifty sheets of ten (5 x 2). ''Brattleboro'', ''P'', "0", his initials ''FNP'',
and "5 CENTS" were inscribed upon the stamp. The earliest known usage was August 28, 1846, and this example
is the second earliest. Position 2. Nineteen such covers have been recorded; however, some may no longer exist



Under 300 Miles 5 Cents The Post Office Act of 1845

November 6, 1845

18 strikes of the 5 cents rate

''This is the correct postage"

. Forwarding '5' marking of tbe period
origin.alJy prepajd ' 10" cents - over 300 miles)

An early negative marking



Over 300 Miles 10 Cents The Post Office Act of 1845

fif I( t 5/ rit1Ah11JVn d /-,~

vtUif &lYda70
/

~£.Clf_

HnntcrnDe. Ala.

April 13, 1846
orkville, s.c. - Colombia
Augusta Ga. • Atlanta

Birmingham Ala
'Sumpter County"

August 3.1:
datelined _-ew Or
taken along the "'Wa to

Mobile, a - Boston
(1 cent way fee





on contract' TK 'and ''STEAMBOA markings were applied interchangeably by the various receiving
postmasters on incoming mail. 'The rate properly charged for a teamboat letter was the regular postage from
the point where the letter was picked up as reported b captain) and its final destination . - MSC IQl II

tar pangled Banner' January 25 1847
/

- ., ..

%~~#~~re·
~~~

c

Ol""er miles 10 cents ( 2 cents hip fee included)
_"ew Orleans " Cincinnatti - PO - Lancaster, Ohio

The' tar pangled Banner" ran between Cincinnatti and New Orleans from 1847 until June 29,
1 ,when he sank near Baton Rouge. It was one of the first to have a vessel-named fancy cancel.

"'Troy and .~ew ork teamboat , ovember 25 1850

. -ewport. . '.y, - roy
- cen pi _ cents' hip" fee

ear the ow-haw· . er and the Erie Canal: Tills co er was picked
~lmrl<Jw c:k 0 mail in apparent 'iiolation of Postal Law ; the Troy

" Captain" fee to the regular postage to be paid b, the addressee.



Chesapeake Bay Route Postal Markings

-
Route Agent Marking

over 300 miles rate 10 cents

Philadelphia • by rail • Baltimore
ship on Chesapeake Bay Route • Norfolk, Va.

Petersburg & Roanoke RR - Welden, N.C.
Fort Defiance (western North Carolina)

The "Great Mail" north· south mail route utilizing the convenience of
the Chesapeake Bay existed between December, 1847 and December,
1848; this is, perhaps, the only Route Agent's marking known until a
handstamp was employed in the late spring of 1848.

March 28, 1848



1

1



,e, Pa:ckages Independen' Eastern Expl"e:,~ f:.ompanie.... of tIK- I.ate l~t'!ii
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I tembe.r 7. 1
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Co '" Buff~'1 t Y&: e- Yon; E~p J.a DalY 22, 1849'
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rffecon with tb.e . ,t:.1s of 185 ~ and 1852
dle.re were·6ve pos.sil:'l'C I)]h~ cent osages~

00£ cent sages,

pv... __ d ?" __/ /f/
,I

r-.-

Drop Letter Rate

llcl!rol , Miclliprl
l.11"'Cill [853

Ii' tlim ~j I.LL

dn:uibr 0 tl1: S mp tio~

c:.ilfl!!;i 5 ~nls'; Ib!.:'g bad
DO' .uful'1b-~ lctkrl

Wf,u~n a. rnnt,e age,nt as
nolon board a S>teamboat
~v.:ing a P081tal ooob'a· ,
tu C3n)' illuail in locked
po 1(':11 .at Inters
~_iC· ·tJ'hR:IlC' handed to t'
....aptain here the boat
landed flili given to him in
I.Iian'lit.
As, e had no ey' to, ttl
pac cs be hnmghfbotb
h~ (l0nebe5 and I,

mml to tb~ pus' omcc
Tlit('-IT", lfie It)Use Ie L .
, ere n <arked uWaji ',and,
th:c' ,rnptain 'lrVa5 olfc.mI 1
cent per loose kl'"- J, eent-;: pft-paid -, ] reDl ". •• t clmkd,

lah.'D 0 - ~3Y" - cw Orleans
R.eeeil"cd JaD.W1I'V 151. ~ ,

Stlesi't'mboot Sy!ileJlia ruo bet ~r OrlC3nS :ili.ii.4
,1m: ,lIOrt. and! OCea.~iDnall)' f::ll"lhf!r (lrth I~ - E En.





The Issue of 1847

PMG Cave Johnson was sufficiently impressed with the performance
of Postma ters' Provisional stamps that be ordered 5 and 10 cents
stamps be available July 1, 1847 to any post office that applied for
them. correspondents were not required to nse postage stamps on
their letters and mail was not required to be prepaid, the late Dr.
Caron Chase observed that only about 2% of the letters bore stamps.

. The Vermont and Boston Telegraph Company

OFF reE,
AT

Cheney & Co'
Expre .

Ollder 300 mil

; ..•....:",

# •••~.,.... "'~..fl' •• .,
. .. . ~

- .. " 11

:~ .:~.~~;i

rate: 5 cents

Tbe 'cross batcb' postmark was achieved by perpendicular strikes of a bar grid.
This is one of two 1847 covers from Waterbury, Vermont, the other being of a plain nature.

The vignette is perhaps the most distinctive seen franked by an 1847 stamp; it depicts a hand with
a quill driven by a stroke of lightning (the Telegraph). This is followed by a turtle, locomotive,
steamboat, express rider on borse, messenger and sailing ship (dranatizing the advantage of the
telegraph).

As no message form survives this letter, it cannot be proven to have telegraphic significance. The
ennout and Boston was one of the more successful independent companies. Using the Bain

patent, its 228 miles of line reached Burlington, Vermont in March, 1850. The company did not
e its own office in W~terbury, but rather used the express office of one of its incorporators,
"amin P. Cheney.



The I sue of 1847

c

ew York - Detroit, Mich.
ebruary 7. 18

double weight
positio 4_ and 43 left

t. Wi utual Fire Insurance Compan •
Of.lICE-STATE TilEI'I , Ol\TI'ELIER, VT.

,



ail Taken on the Railroads The Issue of 1847

The amount of track mileage upon hich mail was carried had increased from 974
at the end of 1837 to 4402 at the end of 1847. Although the reduction of rates had
effectively ended mo t pri atel carried intercity mail, PMG Charles Wickliffe was
still much concerned about the 10 of re enue along certain primary routes.

ew York and Philadelphia Railroad Marcb 22, 1848

ickliffe reported in 1846: "It is deep I, regretted that the 'ew York & Philadelphia Railroad Company
still pers' t in their refusal to can e, mail agents for the Department over their road... From this, the most
important route, .. the mail agent is excluded and the service is materially injured, in not having someone
on the road to reeei e letters written after the closing of mail; to assort and deliver mails at intermediate
offic . and above all to watch and expose those plunderers of the public revenue, who are yet engaged in
taking letters out of the mail over this great thorofare.' An agreement was reached January 27,1847.

'chigan entral RR

;"

illt"'l[)n1lora-ted in 1 ; b . April] 848. rt bad 218 miles of track from Detroit to ew Buffalo, Mich.



" I . n on e Railroads

orthern Rail Route "Green"

Jannary 2-6 1850

GE in every respect.·'
Stan/ ey B. Ashbrook

Recentl this tampl June 2 1848 orthern RR strike in green
addressed to Bo ton was di co ered thereby confirming the legitimacy
of the color. Perhaps, green indicated origination in Vermont.. e that this CD is blue'

e that it' green.

"0 'orthern Rail Route" marki:n w

en route or after the post
Establis"hed in 1846, this rail
tween Concord. .R. and
• IL l

Circa 1849

wOIrmtg 3.Jrra..~:mentswith other railroads, the Housatonic had over 100
ecticut. iassachosetts, and west to Alban ew York.

o 1 -1.



Ocean ail Six Months around Cape Horn

Before there wa an official American Route, all mail and then certain mail,
between the Pacific and the Atlantic Oceans was given to the captain of a ship

hich was bound around Cape Horn for one coast or the other.

he rate consisted of two parts: first, The proper postage from the port of entry and then
the " hip Captain Fee" which was compensation for delivering the letter to the post office.

From the Artie Ocean October 9 1850

• H "
"'. l

/, . /

( 7 .
L" /I "';:. I.

// €

/

,
( f{.(./ IL- L

--L " /z /
,

{ / '17
I .. ~ ,

(

/ ,
I

(

Arctic Ocean October 9 aboard the "Cincinatti" "Sandwich Island", October 17
carried privatei to USPO Stoningham, Connecticut April 17, 1851 Mansfield, Connecticut

Under 300 miles: 5 cents
hip Captain Fee: 2 cents

CoDect

-1lle~ are called Bowheads or Polar Whales. , . As quick as they are struck they will go down and
run Ul mil and then orne up and lay till. bUl when thou do run you have to ty your heads on.
I ha'-e - . and \ eel • Th first one 1 tru k run under the ice and then we had to Ulth line:'

---_._------------------

It ouId not be until 1 9 that there ouJd be an SPO authoIized ocean mail
route '"'ria Panama" between the east coast and an Franci co California.



Effective July 1, 1847, Congress provided for a 40 cents rate from the 'East,
to or from Astoria, Oregon, or California". As there was no Overland Mail
Contract, all government mail went by ship "via Panama".

The Issue of 1847

East to West August 13, 1850

~-----

ew York, August 13 per U.s. Mail Steamship Georgia' • Chagres, August 22
overland across Panama

Panama City September Lper Pacific Mail Steamship ''Panama'' • San Francisco ''Rec Sept 23"

There are approximately seven covers which bear postage stamps, all westbound.



The 40 Cents Transcontinental Rate Combined with the 2 Cents Incoming Ship Fee

These 0 covers which originated in Hawaii, exemplify prepaid and unpaid incoming ship mail.

The "Straight Line" was the first officiaJ Hawaiian marking. It signified cash payment
of 10 cent per U2 ounce to the Honolulu post office for shore to ship service.

The San Francisco CDS strikes were applied opon arrival, and the letters were then
sent east via Panama per the Pacific Mail Steamship Company.

'AID 40'

Lnpaid 42

r;;m?~~ 7
C?~ »~ c/'4~).

d~~b
. ~

Rate: 52 cents: 10 cents Hawaii paid
2 cents Ship Captain fee paid

40 cents U.S. Transcontinental paid

cents awaii paid
2 cents ip Cap ain fee unpaid

cents U.S. Transcontinental unpaid

April 19, 1851

May 8, 1851



Postal Act of 1845 Newspapers
Unique Newspaper Wrappers

Within 30 miles: free
31 - 100 miles: 1 cent each

over 100 miles: 1112 cents each
Single Newspapers within State: 1 cent

The 1 1/2 Cents Rate Territorial Wrapper

---- ------

July 13,1846

''One newspaper sent over 100 miles"
Fitchburg, Wisconsin Territory - Waterbury, Vermont

Why an 1847 Issue 5 Cents Wrapper Usage?

The stamp is inscribed with the initials "LBM" of the Woodstock, Vermont postmaster, Lester B. Miller
~e~spapers- 31 - 100 miles: 1 cent The three most likely theories are:

1) A ''Transitory'' rate. The PL&R rates of 1845 stated: ''Transient'newspapers (those not mailed from location of
publication) 3 cents each" prepaid); an overpayment of2 cents.

2) The contents ~as not a new-spaper(s); The PL&R of March 3, 1847 stated: "On aU pamphlets, magazines, periodicals, and
e,-ery- other kind and description of printed or other matter, (except newspapers, and except also, circulars,
handbills. and ad.ertisements, as aforesaid, which shaD be unconnected with any manuscript communication what
eHr. two and one half cents for every copy of no greater weight than one ounce, for any distance". (Two of these)

3) If any w-riting appeared on th.e printed matter, the "wrapper' would be treated as a first class letter and rated 5 cents.



C-oDtra' ~ ail·teamboats c-.anied Postal Departn
A6'Cn .. who t. Q -00 d -'I, , de -~

oHet1led fron
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Effective Aprill, 1855,
prepayment became compulsory.
Over 3000 miles: 10 cents

J

TranscontinentallO Cents Rate

Cbarles Kimball operated a bookstore for a few years in the
mid 1850's. His Noisy Carriers was a private express company
located on a wharf near the San Francisco Post Office.

Circa 1855

I/~/ 7'0;: -Z:e?ve~.

ft/J2'7~«~07/~c-

7=X~/ar't"~t'/fAc4.-- ~

The strip of three is type IV with the top
stamp being the recut state from plate lE.

SP NOTICJES.
~ Importnut,,-How b<:a.uf.1fuJ are ~be

flH't or tho. ,. "ho stanu at thn "post Office n!nid Q. splen
.lid -h",.",. uf ,1u&t-ilIO 0ll"nr'3 uln'ping their Irtters
tig-htl ..- i-u the.ir h:rmdA) nnd thinking- or thr brautics of
nUll,· ':un's Po,t Oilier I.nw whllp eyeing the lit 1. man
I. bmd tho mn,Iow. Be it kno,,-n to yc, 0 ye <1e
_ hac and (o.."I,cn ones! Ihnt tho NOr L C.UtRI Ell.'S
'BOOK ,\ ND S'rATIQ,-ER'I:' CO;\[1'6 NY will furni.h
"tumps.:lot. \Ih..ll, ns thoy have. ;!W:lys. one, und,,·]r.LTAAE
ALL YOUR r~R'l'TgnS '1'0 TH£, po8't OFPICE ftee r ebargc-

eing' just f:'~ l~aS)' to t:..kc one thousand fiB on lettex.
eRAS. r. KnWALL, rrc.idcnt.

~A.Jl tIll} Stcnmu.r Pape-rs at the regular l'u,tes. n30ri

o' Carriers ad ertisement
May 3.1857

"will take all your letters to
the Post Office free of cbarge"

Circa 1856

Jf/~yft;
26~~~~

His label is known used to and from river locations. c



In February, 1857, the postal department introduced perforations to its regular issues.
The last was the rarely used ninety cents stamp of 1860.

The only Recorded Domestic Usage
of the First inety Cents Stamp

Janwrry 6,1861

Documents to a Circuit Court
Cinciunatti, Ohio - Peoria, lllinois

The ninety cents stamp i kno n on five
other covers, - aU sent to foreign destinations.

c



In February, 1857, the postal department introduced perforations to its regular
issues. The fIrst was the three cents stamp; the last was the ninety cents stamp.

D.C. Dunn & Co.
Great Southern Stage Lines

"Speed, Comfort and Sa.fety.'

..
\~ .,

D. C. DUNN & OO'S. Great Southern Stage Lin88.
Abingdon to L1noQlnton, N. C. 125mBe..
Abingdon to LebaDon) Va.. 21 ,(
LIncolnton, N. C. to ABb•• ilIe, 84 .,
IIr0811)' Creok, TeDn. to Llme.tone Sprlng., 48mIJ4~'
Knoxville, Tenn. to 'Montvalo Sprlngt!l, '25"
Abingdon, vi.. to It. R. neJlOt.
Wytheville, Vl\. l.o Tazowoll C. IT, 42 milo..
Tazewell C. lI. to Lob~nonr Va. ~Q" ,~~. V 4 ,

The rootes of tbis company were advertised on covel'.



"

The two blocks of eight demonstrate the convenience of utilizing
the new perforated stamps which arrived in the west late 1857.

/./ " , '" "

"1 - /'7-PC~ cqr .a:-'/~-t:AfC~

~ -1a /j;"rud" //~'"<.-<J~

l'ft/,d ( ,k:, ..7' 1."\/-J1

1 ) {U,(

Carried privately by Wells, Fargo & Co. from somewhere on the west coast,
perhaps on the "Sonora", which left San Francisco January 20, 1859.

California to Hungary

mls ''Panama & via Liverpool"· placed in the New York mail. February 16 (1859) via Cunard "Asia"
arrived Liverpool February 27 per Prussian Closed Mail "Aachen Franco" - arr Pest, Hungary, March 3

The 32 cents or total postage apparently is an overpayment or two cents of the 30 cents "Prussian
Closed Mail" rate to Hungary. The sender apparently did not know the proper rate or have ten
cents stamps. This ''way'' letter was never handstamped by a Wells, Fargo office, suggesting that
it was taken near or on board ship.



The Santa Fe Trail

Pre-Territorial

'. hortly after Ie'
ell arrived in fa Fe. Me:m:o

orth established in 182 . As it contained the westernm t

e the most used earl. postal facility. oreo er it would become
~U03" ..·~portant military post in the west.

oro' ort Leven orth Jon 29,1832



erritory Extension of the The Santa Fe Trail

After Te had begun to be populated by Americans, the natural westward progression was to
area n the tate of e Mexico. Dispatched from Fort Levenworth, General Stephen

.....,......«.L..... and ompan claimed this area for the United States in August, 1845.

. time, of se eral post offices in the area, only two, -TOME' and Santa Fe used postmarks.

Albuquerque

Zn-~ ~~~

Ob'~· ~ ~:..~
)

t ugust - • received August 13 1845
rate: 4 Real exicao Administration)

pparentJ the writer had difficulty with the spelling of the word "Albuquerque' .
The abo e cover' the basi for listing in The American Stampless Cover Catalogue.

•

SId:IDri:tiI~ etnollovt~ a era system. Each mllllicipaI
-~ _.-t n:s;poasibr 0 mail to the next unit.



Mexican War Mail The Santa Fe Trail

Pre-Territorial

p Calha - carried privately on the anta Fe Trail
Ft. Le enworth - St Louis - 81. Genevieve, Mo.

donb e weight under 300 miles rate: 10 cents

ere carried printely or by military courier east and west, respectively,
thnlugll DDOcga:nm~ territory be ond the then western boundary of the United States.

September 8, 1848

t t •

fee.
Fo arded to a an in e Fe Battalion". it endor ed "If the
troo are <Ii harged at Ind pend Il • lhe P. . wiIJ please forward to that office'



'Triple Rate The U.s. ~nft~"ii I rlai I

,.~ ·'.e U.s. Exp.I~ "'lsij'" EJf dJe 05(: OO:fue .Depa:rtn1'fmt as ·'lablisb.ed:in 1842 ; it llf!'O'\<ided onl-l~nu'dl

route agenfs. Ito rompctc· iitlI" 3L1!1.d disco~e private e.xprc,ss ¢ompmlles from operntiJlg iflD rnilroad
aDd :rteam~ts., This.. . I artmeot wa! diS:Ofln~,in 1857.,

Sontbibou:n:dl T . &SRce of 1 ,7

'BffitnfI ~ Phi. P
Ol'et . oW1."S 1 .11~ni5:K J

:e ~_ ~ (If 1.851

Ma 15" 1852,

A 12: "15

11:"""'" Of":k: - Proviid iCe

p~,.' .-:3 ,x 3,

:p . "hHctoo 10 ~~



~neral tephen Kearny's Expedition

Or123J:lizerl {h-erland ail

. trip as organized as result of a dispute between General Steven
earn California Military Governor, and Lieutenant John Fremont,
ommandant of the California Battalion of the United States.

This would be the only U.S. overland mail until 1850.

r1-/M/'" ,,4- /--/',,£
>t-~u~ /: r/. #7 .~

June, 1847

-
J

Los Angeles ay 20 1847 - taken by "Jitary Express May 31 to San Francisco
favor carried to Sacramento carried free per General Kearny Expedition

Ani eFt. Leavenworth August 22 Mississippi River Steamboat "Amelia'
Arrive St. Louis August 25 USPO August 26 Brooklyn, ew York

Rates and postal maI'kings:
Los Angeles - Ft. Leavenworth: Free
Ft. Leavenworth - 8t. Louis: 'STEAM !O": (10 cents due)

t. CDS ugust 26
:& local delivery service: l' cent due

o w attached to the ~ ew or.k regiment
ded carried b . expedition.



"Gold Mania'

848 g{)ld was disco ered in California. Those ho could afford
n a . nsuall took it. an of the others, • waJked !

February 14, 1849

./

rate: cen collect
Sh(~ran..li - 0 erland - Trenton. -J.
and I3ke me mute Ihmugh the B Paso..... the distance from this point to the southern

fountains "ill be oyer 859 miles & we will make \hi in about 40 days. '

Francisco Post Office June 20 1849

/

//.

b . as the Overland Mail
et in effect. cents collect



The First Western Overland Mail Contracts

The Woodson Contract, July 1,1850. June 30 1854

The California Trail

#1 ~/A/)/.m J 4$

~~ CMJ cfi 'iJN 71r
M/~_ t-P

~4p:4, ,

d Brown ere awarded the first . ail Contract to establish a monthly service
uri Ri er and alt Lake City. Th" letter was picked up at Ft. Kearny (undated).

3 1851 - pril 1859 May 5, 1852

•

j fl

I

D • ed - 3IT ran . co 01 6 per schooner ''Emil Francis"
d defuered b a returning umsionary)

o to ny, ugust 1 - aU Lake Ci tab Territory

George Chorpenning and bsaI oodward ho killed b Indians in ovember, 1851) were awarded
the first $. Mail Contract to tablisb a monthl se 'ce between Sacramento City and Salt Lake City.



The Monnon Trail The California Trail

The Mormon Trail, with some extensions and variations, was part of "The Oregon Trail",
"1be California Trail", "The Central Overland Route" as well as ''The Pony Express Route".

At this time, Salt Lake City was within the boundaries of
the California Territorial lands recently ceded by Mexico.

To Great Salt Lake City, California June 7,1850

.,

CODconls.ik, P:a.. - "'by way of Kane:sville, Iowa" - ''Great Salt Lake City, Calirornia"

As DO transcontinental mail contracts yet existed, almost all westlxmnd overland
mail mond on wagon trains. Some was carried by Mormons via Kanesville, Jowa.

AMlr * thr trail had been used for a few years, with the aid of caJcu-
-.:Ie by Clayton's The Latter-da," Saints' Emigrants'

GtImo.dIr 1aI__ ...... 1hr first 10 know where lbeywere 00 the trail.

10 • .. dIiI) Ia'd. lla... "@4kS!('d a IQWh'da" and aIIacbed it to the
-.cdd.~b! ... ~COIIIdidI c::adli -#I tbrdistancr U3\"ded through the day.~

~ .§SO • was. --=xd ~ lilt JI'ioIIcu"~_ rrom W.Q. (Wmter Quarters:
a:aw:s.... Joaoa mlk SaIl Uk. am pno;tsSd OP~ICI) 10 miks....



The ''State of DeseretH

-,
•.::IJ.I.(...' -'.L'/-. -.

On March 4, 1849, the constitution for the provisional government of The
State of Deseret was approved by the Mormons, and soon submitted to
Congress for approval. As of September 9, 1850, Congress created portions of
the requested area as tab Territory and as the State of California.

Thus th tate of D ret was ne er recognized b the Federal Government.

o ember 20, 1850

I

" .

/1",/

~
,/

,-

"f
~7< /7
~

First Eastbound Mail: alt ake D ret

,/o»-~ /iJ~_. -

:~W;::2J~~
. .".-

The first mail under the new go ernment contract from Independence to aU Lake City
was received in earl ovember" this received at the post office on ovember 20, and
one or two others are the only surviving covers of the first eastbonnd mail.

From France Angust 29, 1851

ptember 6 per Cunard "Enropa
Great aU Lake Ci "Deseret'



Express Mail ''Via Panama"

ot long after tbe establishment of the Panama Route, it
became most expedient to have one's mail carried by express.

Berford & Co. began a coast to coast express in 1851 between New York
and San Francisco, as weD as connecting with Wm. Nelson and Co. in
Panama City for service to the west coast of South America.

Berford & Company

c

I

)

I

lj 1 f I

;'

'))0-' L , ~

mI "DatedAug 3 1852"
Forwarded b Wm.Nelson & o. Panama to
. hip Louisiana, Paila', (north coast of Peru).
m/s August 28 1852; pencil m/ received Aug 30

Four covers bear their 40 cents rate, all to South America.
The other three have four ten cents stamps. This is the only
known u age of their 25 cen tamp on cover.

"Till 40c prepaid rate \ as Ii ted in lh 'Table of Po tage' in
Berford' June 17. 1851. ew York Herald ad erti ement.'
- iegel uction Galleries, May 31. 200 .



Express Mail

Wells, Fargo & Co.

"The New York Red Shield'

~l~ foM ~0,,('.

BAN K' E~S' &.
'XP~!JS

Fe Rw fttR ~E. (oS

I, Bl?oAt>wf:tt'1~-{

''Via Panama'

WeDs, Fargo & Co would become
the largest express carrier in the
world. It operated from July. 1852
until 1895, when they determined
that it would be uneconomical to
carry the mails.

March 1855

Carried by Agent Greenfield, it was the 'Duplicate" of an identical message sent b other means.

This is one of two recorded ew York Red Shield cancels.

OALI-

• l:!mith,

1. S lito. • .l!uaidont.
T~ CO!"PIUl" h&\'in~ oornpJeted i · tl~n,

as ,,~ve, 11 OOW re dy III UIldenlllro !Lean J EX.-
f.RE~S ~-ORWlIRUiNG, AGE~CY "",,n COM
"'-us "ION RUSINE -; the~Ulchaoe IlII<! llIl1e of
Gold-dust. BuJHQn and B,U. or .l,;xcbllllJ:. - the P",._
~antandCoUecuoD of No el, B,U. and AcOO\tJItll; the
l' or""'d.w~01 GOld-dust. Bulli<llllilld "1'..,;e· 0110
PacltB.aes.,. Paroeta, a.nd to'reights of till descnptionB'
1n on{bet,ve.n the all)' ofN~" YQr:Jcand tbe cit, 0/
~r. rllnOUlOO, and the pIIDcll,a) o,ti•• Bod town. in
ElU'g.~:1~'PJ,'fiiI'~ftll1f':''':1ili~rt~l~HUNllBl"1

NJ FRl,;IGRTfo~ot1r EC'PRE~ from Philndel.
~'e~~b~~~g:(~IHiri~Dd&':,':t~p"'llllOffioe, NOI•

. W.lav.....al>!I.sbed OFFl..-:E3"ndfailhfuJ Attmtl,
111. a.llSht. pr-iJrfapal eitiH aml. tDlDM throughout tho
li1""terD l\liddle Slld We.u.rD Stato•• and C41ifurnia;
energetio and falt1fttl..oo.ouengel"1I" fDrmahed with lri>D
cheat!! for tbe 3e(Jud~f treMUT.e, anu other v llusble
paolm,,,e, aco.omPllD.Jinr. eacll Expre•• UPO" all onr
line., ~s w.lI l~ CaUfOrLll/\ as itt tIiB Atlanl.ia Stat....
Our ll"pr••a 1.8 ..."t by even MAll J:l1'R.UlSIl.. In
ahar:e.ol ope of our tll(rn.fl1i~uI j1!ts"!:1Ilf't,..'r. th.l'Ou.Jh
!:t~:r¥':I~"i"lt~ ';~"'~ ::- willi the rmllarllJ

SlIipperll ..ill 1tear in mind l\1e fil<lt. thAt by lllpe<iial
8UanlcmleJ11. llh eta Paoliio M:a:H ~teo.rt1Aaip Co." 0111
Exr,-,. Fm.'" tnk.. prt",dou" qfnll oth«, l.here"b1
ll.Voldinr tliBriek of ile.CD1Wnon!be IsthlIlUJl.
AlIl'~~.. Jlll1'lt be =WO W"n"'r Proaf. "'IiI Dol

exoeed l"" Iba waJ:.-lIf"o..W 5f oUb'a feel m....nr..n.ul
!'lA..UU]£L l'. C4lt·.n~X, for .m'Il1 year.. connected

wIth t.h. Jl.metlQlill E::<-I'res~ COlDptln]".1l1 AlbeT\]". and
}l.. W. W.AJ;H.BlJR ,late of theB~ of !'lJtao~,
hAve te<m ",wht!ed prlllolM! A~.ntG1n Ca!liOl"Ilia.

. • ~ PA ITo... (J

June 30, 1852

A New York City advertisement
which heralded the opening of

'Well Fargo & Co.
California Express"



per. ncle am

1.8 Panama"

September 1 1854

ork.



The Unique Combination Ocean Mail

Althougb California bad bad communication with the "states" for several years,
the U.s. postal system within the state was not able to adequately service the needs
of the people. Consequently, private express companies flourished. As per postal
regulations, u.s. postage had to be paid in addition to the private charges.

A Hawaiian ''Missionary'' Stamp used on Western Express Mail

California Penny Post Company

. ~ I T'Ulce. ot!J.erni"e) 0111' I,ettel' wiUnot be forwarded.

0'0 ' iU~-.- ----~iil~~~L

CrnnmXI\
Penny Postage.

I -e\ID 5~
~ =~G

~ii:"nl- _ost CO.
•

U.-\l:'KEr,. J)a,i • I •• IINiT ('lllitoJ'IUll.

Box 515 .
PLEA E DELnTI( T! I

;JJ e~l;r. NOBLE

I

Honolulu, March 5, 1856 per ''Yankee''
arrived San Francisco March 20

USPO March 21 - Penny Post box

OAL.
c

Rates: The 5 cents ''Missionary'' stamp prepaid Hawaiian postage
The SBlP 6" represents 6 cents due for an unpaid port of entry delivery, including a 2 cents "Ship Captain Fee".
The "California Penny Postage / Paid 5" represents the delivery fee from the post office to the client.

The presence of the presence of the 3 cents stamp is nnclear. The envelope had been
taken to Hawaii by a client of the California Penny Post who probably affixed the
stamp there; yet, it was irrelevant - the postage having been paid within 'SHIP 6".

This local San Francisco delivery company operated to and
from the post office for about one ear. In addition to local
clients it had offices in eight other town for private ervice.



The First Eastbound Trip
left San Diego August 9 1857.

The 'Jackass Route"

So named because some of it was by mule, the "Jackass" ronte oper
ated from July, 1857 into 1859, and then partially until 1861. The
official route went to or from San Antonio, Texas through EI Paso,
Thcson, Arizona, Fort Yuma and San Diego California. Letters had
to be inscribed ''VIA SAN DIEGO' or the equivalent.

PhiladeJphia - ia Panama· an Francisco - Benicia CaL JuJ 31 1857
Forwarded ''PAID 3 an Francisco b hip - an Diego Angost 9 - Fort Yuma

Th Butterfield 0 . rland Route

The first U.s. overland mail contract to singly connect San Francisco to the Mississippi River cities was
a arded to John Butterfield. The traveled way was referred to as "The Butterfield Route", also called
'The Southern Route". Because the 600 miles of "Jackass" roads between EI Paso and Ft. Yuma were

tea er ed by the Butterlield stages, beginning December 1, 1858, that portion of the "San Antonio - San
Diego Contract" was discontinued. The remaining portions were increased to weekly service.

an Francisco

Ft

Ft Chadbourne
Tucson

FortYmria

San Antonio



The Butterfield Overland Route

This a biweekl ervice in operation from September, 1858 thru March, 1861 when, because
of the C·· ar congress determined to mo e the 0 erland mail route north to the Central
Overland Route. 'Butterfield' letters had to be inscribed 0 erland" or the equivalent.

Overland 'STEAM BOAT" to California December 4, 1858

.. ted on board an inland steamboat • a anah - emphis· Butterfield Stage

From ashington erritoI1'

recorded mver.; from W~,hi·ngton Territory.



At 2970 miles, it was approximately 900 miles longer than the
Central Overland Trail but the Butterfield route avoided the
difficult winter task of crossing the Rocky Mountains.

The Butterfield Overland Route

The straightline ' OVERLAND" marking
was occasionall utilized. It directed that a
letter be sent via the 'Butterfield Roote" vs.
''Via Panama .

b

~::-r;<7~ /;}a-J~

//6~d--U~

~~L-_?$~:-~-/)---

ButteIne1d ail Great Britain to Vancouver May 5,1859

ntract began in September: 1858 Great Britain was granted permission to
tail . '- - ork no e ark marking). The Contract ended in April, 1861.

London a} - Lh-erpooI 3. - L\' LiYerpool a} per Cunard "Canada'-
Arr Boston May _0 Railroad to l. Lout Butterfield Route
Arr an Fran isco June 1 b) hip to letoria, ancou er' Island

; 29 cents = 1/2 - = Great Britain did not have halfpenny stamps at this time;
mail of this rate to the orth American est Coast was one half penny overpaid.



The Butterfield Overland Route

During the time period of the Butterfield contract, the postal rate was ten cents for delivery "over 3000
miles". One would think that letters such this to Indiana would be rated three cents as the distance
from California was substantially less. Not so; the 3000 miles was determined not "as the crow flies"
but rather by the actual length of the postal route, - in this case approximately 2970 miles. Therefore,
only mail to or from St. Louis or shorter and their environs would be rated three cents.

The Marysville Six Horse Stage (To Indiana - reated over 3000 miles)

---

O'VEE'L:E.lA.1"'Q"D

.---.. VIA Los ANGELES.

The End of an Era
Hand Painted February 28, 1861

OVl':RLA,'ID--vl,'-LOS ANGEr.~.

r/jU- /,//

L-I;:)J~cl!J:dA,~£r £
\ / J '

(... CjC~>~u Z'Y

\/ ~L ~4<: £~~/?t c

With the anticipation of the Civil ar the arm began to redeploy its troops from
the oothwe t' therefore, in the spring of 1861 Butterfield horses and equipment
were transferred north for use on the Central Overland Route.



During the period of the Butterfield Southern Overland Contract, mail was still
being delivered under other contracts along the Central Overland Route.

George Chorpening had extended his contract to run between Placerville and Salt Lake City.

Ft. Bridger Utah Territory March 1,1858

~:.talu-I tl,

-I~e-" r-d

c/hur 'It~vk~

I • J
(J~ t

Of the few examples of this marking this is the onl one recorded
on the 1851 imperforate issue. 'Rec d April 8' 'Due 3 .

la Placerville and Salt Lake March 5, 1861

C>"VE:FI..:J:...~I>

----. VIA PLACERVILLE AND SALT LAKE. ?t!J :J
t, t

T'uuUshed by R.ullAL & Co., \fRT)'sville

-
/h, ~ ~~cL 7i4.--J l.] / el- k r ;(!Jt. ~~~-rl (

~-/<-:'f/d''' rrY; c.

Forbestown near Placervillle) - Washington D.C.

'P.O.B. 'FREE'
on Po t Office 8u iness as per terms of hi contract)

A handful of DIustrated covers Der this route are extant.



To the "Army in Utah"

The ''Mormon War"

July 13, 1858

Greencastle Indiana • Independence Mo. - Route #8911 - Great Salt Lake City U.T. - Camp Floyd
This letter was written before the sender could know that the addressee would be at Camp Floyd not Salt Lake City.

it was divulged that Federal troop were on their way to remove Brigham Young as governor, as well as all other
Monnon officials. Young threatened to born Salt Lake City if troops came into the city, and indeed, he removed all
the inhabitants. The troops arrived but topped east of the city at Camp Scott. A compromise was reached in mid
June 1858 b which the troops moved straight through to the west on June 28, in order to establish Camp Floyd,
which, ironically, was named after the Secretary of War, who had been a vigorous proponent of the strife.

Camp Floyd

I

February 11,1859

docketed on back:
''Lieul Jno Edwards, Jr.
3d Reg U.s. Artillery
Camp Floyd U.s."

Camp Floyd .T. - docketed 'via 81. Joseph' on back
'rec d March 211859' . Portland Maine



In early 1860, Hockaday and Smoot sold their contract
to The Central Overland and Pikes Peak Express Co.

The Central Overland Route

Westbound to Denver City, then Kansas Territory June 13,1860

..

G.O.C.~PLt

EXPRESS~

S:-.JOSe~r4

USPO Platte City, Missouri Jane 13 - St. Joseph P.O.
picked up by COC&Pp· Denver City, Kansas Territory

The Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Express Company (COC&PP) was the
primary contractor on the existing route Central Overland Route 8911, now renumbered
10773 to run from a point on the Missouri River to Placerville, California.

Eastbound to Philadelphia Circa 1860

Denver City Kansas Territory ovember 6 • Leaven orth City Kansas Territory
One of three recorded with this label.

ovember 10 • Philadelphia



With the onset of the Civil War, a new transcontinental mail contract was
awarded. By terms, it was to commence "on or before July 1,1861"

The First Westbound Trip The first westbound mail service left St. Joseph on
July 1st, and arrived in San Francisco July 18th.

orth Gage, New York June 25. - St. Joseph, Missouri July 1
arrived San Franci co July 18 ''Rec'd July 19, 1861'

Peru to New York· Overland by Stagecoach !!!l

Lima. Pern eptember 29 1861 - recei ed at Panama, October 7
an Franc' co. October 26 • overland· e York 0 ember 18

The one dinero stamp paid internal Peruvian postage. "Franca (postage paid to Panama)
''SHIP 12 =2 cents Captain s Fee plus 10 cents ,s. Transcontinental postage

The unanswered question is: Wh. did this letter which was paid to Panama and
should have continued on to ew York from there, g£! rerouted to San Frand co ?



The Transcontinental Pony Express

Beginning in April, 1860, a privately funded ''Pony Express" system was conceived
and operated by The Central Overland and Pikes Peak Express Company; its goal·
was to reduce mail delivery time from about one month to approximately ten days.

The first marking:
St. Joseph, Missouri ''Running Pon "Strike for sending and receiving May20,1860

~~~~v1-~~
~c2/~~

~~
c

The CnbaPon
the only 'Pon co er to have originated outside of the USA.

ltis an invoice for 137,5S0 Cuban cigars.

September 5, 1860

c

Ha pmateIY carried ew York
Duncan herman Co~Forwanler ew York Central Overland Express Co.
red 'California POD_ Exp .. handstamp applied railroad St. Joseph
(3 cents stamp applied) Pon Express San Francisco



The Transcontinental Pony Express

The San Francisco Daily Herald and Record of Tuesday, April 16, 1861 reported: ''WeDs, Fargo &
Co. have received a transfer of the Pony Express and everything referring thereto from W.H. Russell
. . . The Pony will leave the office of WeDs, Fargo & Co. on Wednesday and Saturday of each week."

Within a week of assuming the operation of the Pony Express, Wells, Fargo
& Co. issued $2 and $4 prepayment stamps for west> east usage only.

Two and Four Dollars Pony Stamps June 26, 1861

San Francisco, Jooe 26 - Pony Express - USPO St. Joseph, Mo. , July 8 - New York

This triple rate co er is the only one known to bear a four dollars green ''Pony'' stamp.

c

!ln~ ll;' t ~ l ifornia.
JUI. 20.

--------------
CE,

Jor the erTtce "{) encmg JDly f .Dl.

Placerville to St:Joj>.OjJh. I'

~HE OVEKLA..'D.if lL COM:P1l.'llo",,!'.
.ill. "PONY~-" ,. d:.p"tr oil, J<C&u)....Jy,

7110:.1 TIlE OFJ>lC.r: Of l:.ri.ia.R AGES ,A'r l'LA
C&lWILLE,
ON ·.IlUESDA.T.

THC 8DAY,
-.nd SATURDA.Y,

OF MOR: WEBK,
CommenciQ; n lIond&y. July In.

"'.L Lt.'Tl'..!i::Rl; tQlUt1'>e dllllk$Ed in Ton c..n, Go-r.ru
.:ueQt~m ed. n e]' ....-e.., Rolli Pr pl\ld"t at 'liM rata 9f OBe
~"lJ f;lr ...ro Larr-oun..., or tmy (.....~tiOIl lhE"",f.

lIIE8S1Hi. "\V:i£LY.S, .fII'ARGO &, 00. IlAVlIl
lIE &!< APl' INJ'B" AG:E~T8. nnd L.ttera will be r..
cO!'I'.d and <leUT""ed at their Offic••.

WlU. BUOJl.LEY.
~nDlll"ln'anrl~ntfl. M, CO.

Westbound and eastbound
June 26th advertisements
of new service between San
Francisco and Placerville,
partially by rail, and then
between Placerville and St.
Joseph by ''pony''.

note: additional 20 cents
special service charge
included the 10 cents .s.
stamped envelope.

....... (see ne:\1 page)

Pony Express Notice,
FOR 8ERVIL'E OOMUNOIN& 1U1Y 1. 1861.

Messrs. WELLS, FARGO & CO.
WILL RUlf ,A

:PON"Y EXPRESS

SAN FRANCISCO AND PLACERVillE,
REGULARLY, ON

1II011fDAY.
WEDlIiESDAY,

and.FRIDAY,
0' EACH WlIEK,

LtIOil"ll their CfD.oo at a=45 P. M., 0" tho•• day., ""d
Can.uccUDg _tLb. the O ....erl..nd lIlall

Com.pany'. PonT Expre•• &1; PI~r....llle.

.LETTBRS MUST :DE I!NOLO~El) Ilf OUR TWENTY
CENT GOVllRNMBNT i'BANKED ID<VlILOPlI:S, u.d
Chargo. nOM. PLACER'VILLE PltEPAID, AT THlI
RA.TE Oli' 01llE DOLLAR FUR J1AOfl H4.Ly-ollNOB,
Oll. ANY YR.!(Jl'lON THERl!lOl'.

...,. All LOlIo•• not enclo••d OIl .boTe will bo ch"rllod
at tbo r"to of 25 tl$,ll. eanh.

JO.6 WELLII, FARGO &. VO. _



The Transcontinental Pony Expres
Beginning July 1, 1861, the USPO subsidized the ''Pony Express" for $1 million with the stipulation that the ra
be reduced to $1 per 112 ounce. Wells, Fargo & Co. issued three new stamps: $1 red, $2 green and $4 black.

"The Pony that went both ways" First, westbound, then eastbound

c

Folsom July 3 Pony Express
Folsom St. Joseph, Missouri

Sacramento July 4 Pony Express
USPO Mapena Village, New York

This is one of the two recorded to have been carried on the first run after the rate change.

The Unique One and Two Dollar Pon Stamps Cover August 3, 1861

c

At some point during the summer of 1861 the go eroment must ba e enforced that there be a U.s. tamp for each
single rate ''Pon. stamp; thus, one ten cent stamp is presumed missing. Repaired tear upper left, free of stamps.



A $4 black stamp was introduced
to pay a little used two ounce rate.

One other cover exists of the same
date and correspondence.
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Green Seal: "Consulate USA Honolulu, Oahu 8.1."

The ship "Yankee" left Honolulu July 17, 1861
It arrived in San Francisco August 7.

Forwarded by McGrurer & Merrill to the Pony Express
Left San Francisco August 10, arrived 5t Joseph August 23

U.s. Mail· Washington, D.C.

As this was official correspondence,
no U.s. posta,2C was needed.



The Transcontinental Pony Express

Beginning mid-September, 1861, Atchison, Kansas became the last eastern terminus of
the Pony Express. The mail was then taken across the Missouri River by the Steamboat
"Dellver'~~and placed aboard the eastbound St. Joseph & Atchison Railroad.

Per Prussian Closed Mail to Schleswig - Holstein

BHICACY A~ll I'En1L\\E TV OF YOUR NIOX.
A Government for the whole Is

indillpenBlble.

l

September 14, 1861

. -'

San Francisco, September 14 - Pony Expres - USPO Atchison, Kan as September 27
Leave New York October 5, per HAPAG ''Saxonia' • Arrive Southampton, October 17 - Prussian Closed Mail

Aachen, October 19 • Danish PO Hamburg, October 20 • Holstein, October 22

Postal rates: 30 cents paid all to the outer Pro ian border (7 cents credit to Prussia and Belgium).
4 Danish Rigsbank Skilling (red crayon) postage due at Hoi tein which wa then
part of Denmark and outside the German-Au trian Po tal Union.

T . . the first exhibit to contain all ix of the ''Pony' tamp on cover.
It· the flTSt time that they have ever been together.



The Transcontinental Telegraph
was completed on October 24th.
What had taken the "Pony" 10 - 15
da could now be accomplished in
a matter of minutes. Within days,
the ''Pony'' was no more.

,
•

Boston October 11 - carried by
WeDs, Fargo & Co. - railroad

- Atchison, Kansas 
Pony Expres - an Francisco

Rate; 1.00 per 1/2 ounce
Th' co er weighed
almo t two ounces.

c

<t

The Last a 0 th Pony Express

A complete analysis entitled
''GEIT G UP THE GARTER"
appeared in Western Express

pril 1986 pp 11 -16, by tbis
writer.



The Civil War had major ramifications upon the postal system.~ection 9
[rbe Ci iI War Confederate raiders were a reason why The Butterfield Overland Contract was rescinded

lWestern Mails 1860's and the route switched to the Central Overland. Southern confIScation of postal, express

irranscontinen tal Railroad
and telegraph facilities caused great strain upon the ability of the country to function.

A representation of what happened from a postal point of view is reasonably
sequentially demonstrated by the next 12 covers. Eight of these went to or through Union
lines, - the others vital to the storyline.

Confederate Sympathy April 30, 1861

Hot Springs, Arkansas - Central Overland Route - Portland, Oregon

Formal war commenced on April 20th with the shelling of Ft Sumter. as Arkansas did not secede until
May 6th, it was still part of the Union. This is the only Confederate "Patriotic" cover to the west coast.

"Adams Express Company
Free for the Regiment" Circa, late April. 1861

O.
"CI' OEY

c

Early in the war: the ew York 7th Regiment was temporarily sent to Washington; southbound mail into Washington
was halted because of destruction to Rail facilities. For a few weeks, Adams Express carried Regimental mail gratis
to the care of the Regiment Quartermaster. These were pecificaDy authorized by Company manager, John Hoey.



Civil War

ail Suspended" As of May 31, 1861

I J II ~

III ~ , ('It / (
. .J.J .

I £"11 J; ~ 1 /'1'" I {II, /i,.
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Reading, Pa. - addressed to Minden, La.• U.S. Dead Letter Office, Washington • returned to writer.

As of May 31, 1861, exchange mail had been officially suspended by the U.S. PMG;

oted on the side: ''This is historical showing the date tbat tbe mails suspended before the war.
( ot quite correct, teacher!) L. D. (the addresse) had been a pupil of mine and had written to
me. But m repl (JX>stmarked June 21 1862) was returned to me. R.D. Griscom"

First Da. of nfederate ail ervice June 1, 1861

Pensacola, Fla. - to Ice-President tephens, Crawfordville, Ga. C.S.A.
A few first dav cover recorded from Floriria.



Civil War

"Southern Letter Unpaid" June 11, 1861

Montinas, Ga. C.S.A.''Paid 5" - Louisville, Ky, June 27 • Keene, N.H.

Although . P G had banned exchange of mail, a large quantity of northbound mail accumulated at Louisville by the
La.tter part of June. On the 24th, Louisville PM peed was advised to forward the letters after removing the now invalid
postage. Instead, he applied a outhern Letter Unpaid' bandstamp. June 27 is considered the earliest legitimate date.

To ensure compliance of invalidating the old stamps, a new issue was ordered.
ortbern postal patrons were required to use the new issue as soon as supplies arrived

at the various post offices; this process lasted from mid-August into early 1862.

Old tamps ot Recognized October 14, 1861

•
. rrj
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it ~~
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South anchester Conn. - Adamsville, .Y.
The sender was required to purchase new one cent stamps, which were then pasted over
the demonetized issue. ( type IT plate 12 issued Janoary 1861 - signed Ashbrook)



Confederate Postmaster's Provisional Issues

Spartanburg, South Carolina Provisional

Civil War

June 24, 1861

Spartanborg, S.C. C.S.A. - Richmond, Va., C.S.A.

Written on the back: ''The honorable Post Master of Richmond Virginia will wi n
th gratitude of man of the daughter of outh Carolina by his kindness in promptly
forwarding letters to the olunteers who have left their homes to defend Virginia.

A Conjunctive Usage
Peter burg, Virginia Provisional

First Confederate General Issue

February 6, 1862

I /', ~, /) I' J " J I

"

c

Petersburg a. C. . . • Van Boren, Ark.• C.S.A.
The first stamps were distriboted beginning October 16, 1861' perhaps this was the last general issue
stamp on hand so the Postmaster used one of hi remaining provi iOBal stamps to fuJrlll the rate.

This is one of four recorded Confederate conjunctive nsa2es.



Southwestern Confederate ail Rout

Luk ah Tab, oeta -:'tat:1On, '---.J'..::1.

Civil War

April 4, 1862

n..'~T"hn.... t of Lndian Territor_ formed o\'ember 22 1861. Thi i a military letter
L Peter Pitchlynn, the Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation; it is the only surviving
ed example of the Confederate PO in la e-owning Indian Nations.

o ember 22, circa 1864

·thin the Confederacy. Early in the war,
the 1" of 1 :l. ke port cities were captured by

SolJ1bl1'lD stat dirided be een East and West, the Confederate
maintain COJrnnmnicafi . .. By October. 1863 PMG Regan secured

2 C=-::::w:::UlIIlll::ln lail C1l:l"1iinl;Kr~ the }fi~~pi cen per 112 ounce." Aru:tion Catalogue # 823



''By Flag of Truce"

During the course of the war, certain places were designated as "exchange points" for
prisoners and POW mail etc. Mail was to be inscribed "By Flag of Truce" or similar.

Civil War

From a Confederate POW January 24, 1865

From Ft Delaware
Richmond, Virginia, February 18

''Via Fortress Monroe"
Raleigh, North Carolina

u.s. 3 cents paid; C.S.A. ''DUE 10"

To a Confederate POW

From Tarboro .C. "10th Feby /65 Exchanged"
i.e. the prisoner had already been exchanged· therefore

there was no reason to attempt collection of Union postage.

C.S.A. 10 cents paid

December 6, 1864



The small balance of this exhibit is dedicated to the further development of western
mails, The Transcontinental Railroad, and foreign mails facilitated by the Railroad.

Nevada Territory Circa 1862

Esmeralda, N.T. - either 1862 or 1863 - Mukwonago, Wisconsin
(The stamp was issued in August, 1861' the transcontinental rate was
reduced from 10 cents to 3 cents effective June 30 1863.)

From Saxony per Prussian Closed Mail Overland to Nevada July 3, 1865

.~
~ , -

~au, a.!{l/~
J-~c:f-
~.

Jt,/ a.

Freiberg, Saxony July 3 Aachen JoJ 4 ''Via England"
Leave Queenstown July 6 per Inman Line City of Washington" New York July17
VSPO Central Overland Route Virginia City Nevada

Rate: 28 cents to or from anywhere in the V$. to or from most German States

12 Neugroschen in stamps (28.8 cents) paid the rate. 23 cents credit to
V.s. because the Inman line had been contracted as an American packet.
"10 (silbergroscben) WF'= "Weiter Franco" or "Further franking" paid.



sco.

SOL. W ANGE:r EI I.

The primary purpose of the ''Virginia City Pony Express" was to ex
pedite business correspondence between the gold and silver regions of
Western Nevada Territory and San Francisco. Theretofore, mail de
livery took approximately forty four hours; this express reduced the
time to approximatel twenty four hours.

e rrginia Ci Pon Express"

rrginia Pon was in oper
m eptember, 1862 until

- when it was discon
use of improved roads

I'e1l~tr stage coach runs. In
adlr:tition to the required 3 cents
ro~teI'1lIIDentpostage, Wells, Fargo

o. initially charged 10 cen
increased to 25 cents in early

changing the stamp co or to
n' in 1864, the color as

cmmged to red.

The route :
from irginia City, .T.
b pony • Placerville, Cal.
b train - Sacramento
b boat - San Francisco



I

Winter Express Mail Delivery by Snow-shoe in the High Sierra Nevada Mountains

In the late 1850's and again in the latter 1860's, a few men delivered Express Mail
utilizing skiis to traverse the trails which were otherwise impassable The most
prominent two were John "Snowshoe" Thompson and Granville Zackariah.

Thompson's Carson Valley Express

operated between Genoa and
Placerville 1857-1858.

This co er was carried about 80
miles from Carson Valley (then
Utah Territory) to Auburn
towards the beginning of winter
nows in the lligh Sierras.

Taken aJong the way and brought
into the Carson Valley (then Utah
Territory) Po t Office. U.8.P.O. 
Auburn, California
Tbe role of WeDs, Fargo & Co. is
uncertain.

This is the oo1y example of the red
handstamp.

c

Zack's Snow - Shoe Express

Granville Zackariah ran his one
man Express 1865 • 66 aJong the
Gibsonville Ridge between
Downieville and Laporte.

Zack brought this letter into
the Downievlle Po t Office and
posted to Howland Flat (near
Port Wine).

c

This 'Paid' frank is considered to be unique.



Holladay Overland Mail and Express Company

Ben Holladay had loaned COCPP some $208,000, which they could not repay; on March 2, 1862,
Holladay acquired the company at auction. His original route ran between Placerville, California
and Atchison Kansas. Known as "the stagecoach king", he reorganized Salt Lake City mail, and
had routes into six Territories.

October 28, 1866

I
)

Virginia City Montana Territory October 28 - overland
USPO Levenworth, Kansas November 12 • Independence Missouri

California to Canada· "OVERLAND" February 26 1868

Through arch 1868: the rate between anywhere
in the SA and anywhere in Canada: 10 cents

c



Building The Transcontinental Railroad

After much congressional bickering, a roote was authorized as between Omaha and Sacramento in July, 1862.
It would be almost seven years before it was finished. The route did not exactly foUow the "Pony" trail, bot
rather, was more closely to the emigrant traJ of the 1850's; noteworty, it did NOT run through the two largest
cities of the western desert, Denver and Salt Lake City.

The Central Pacific Railroad was building track eastwards from Sacramento.

The Pacific Union Express Co.
had a close working relation
hip with the Central Pacific

Railroad.

. .

The Union Pacific was building track westwards from Omaha City, Nebraska.

.;. ,-

.~ /J J f

SPO Erie Pennsyl ania October 18, 1868 - railroad to St. Louis Omaha City
nion Pacific Railroad - Green River, Wyoming Territory - Echo City Utah Territory

The addressee as a nion Pacific Division Engineer who had probably sent his family a
suppl of ells Fargo & Co. envelopes. Evidentl he had been moved ahead to Echo City.



Early Partial Railroad Usage for lbe Weslern Mails Oclober 30, 1867

'" SA,'l. U:ANl>RO

•
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Bamber & Co's Express, San Leandro, California - Wells, Fargo & Co.
Union Pacific Terminus • USPO, Omaha City, Nebraska, November 13 -

San Francisco overland by coach
by train . Middlesex, Connecticut

To Germany through Verviers and Cologne November 10, 1868

-

,
rate: 15 ccnts

as of January, 1868

San Francisco, November 10· Leave New York November- 28 per Inman Line "City of Baltimore" arrive
Queenstown December 8 Liverpool, December 9 - closed mail via Verviers, December 11 Cologne
Demuitz December 12 forwarded to Berlin - "Lindenstrasse 81"



Nebraska

Union Pueuic RR

all Lake Cityl
~

Utah
Territory

Promontory ummit

);{)
&,rr~~)

~

Almost Finished

The linking of the Central Pacific
and Umon Pacific railroads
would be May 10, 1869. The
agreed place was Promontory,
Utah Territory.

..;

I
t,

~ Neam

;:: Reno
Sacramento

The sender was probably with the advance construction team. Because Promontory was in the
middle of a desert there was DO pO t office; the only possible marking would be a docketing as
shown, with Wells Fargo & Co. carrying by stage coach to the Union Pacific railhead.

This March 31 t cover is the only one known to have been endorsed from Promontory.



Completion of the Transcontinental Railroad

May 10, 1869

The Photo Harpers Weekly June 5th
I,

I
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~
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CD

,&J

o...

o....

The only known surviving cover to have been posted on the special train of the first day.

When it was all over,The Central Pacific had laid 690 miles
of track. and The Union Pacific had laid 1.087 miles.



Inaugural Transcontinental Railroad Mail

Regular Freight and Mail Service

...

OJ...

...
o

"~

"C.P.R.R. MESS"

Central Pacific Railroad
Messenger

Given to Wells Fargo & Co.
messenger aboard the Central
Pacific

Just before Elko, Nevada, A
Wells, Fargo agent transferred
the letter to their office in
Treasure City (1869·1873) some
miles to the sooth.

This may have been the first
eastbound trip.

Service began on May 15th between Sacramento and Chicago. At first, there was one train daily each
way. Westwards, it was called the ''Pacific Express", and eastwards it was called the "Atlantic Express".
Apparently, Wells, Fargo & Co. placed a messenger aboard eastbound Central Pacific Trains which trav
eled to meet the Union Pacific trains.

United States Contract Mail Service

Contract mail ervice did not begin until Jul 4,1869.

This cover was posted on July 5th at Black Point California and probably carried on July 6th.
The back stamp in Picton, located in the eastern part of Canada, is July 14 only eight days later.



The last page of this exhibit presents early international mail carried on the Transcontinental Railroad.

What had taken sixty+ days only two decades earlier was now accomplished in one week.

Eastbound to Luxemburg September 1, 1869

British Packet rate:
15 cents per Closed Mail

The circular ''PAID ALL indicated
that the balance was paid in cash.

No postal markings are on the back
as most paper has been replaced.

c

San Francisco September 1 - Transcontinental Railroad - Leave New York September 8 per Cunard "China"
Arrive Queenstown September 17 - Clo ed mail - "Grand Duche' Luttembourg"

-'

Westbound to Hong Kong, then forwarded to Manila October 23,1869

Transpacific rate:

10 cents per half ounce,
double weight

Boston October 23 per Robert to.rer Forwarding Agent - Transcontinental Railroad - Leave San Francisco
per Pacific Mail America' ovember 4 • Yokahama - Amoy - Swatow • Arrive Hong Kong December 9

Thomas Hnnt & Co. Forwarding Agent - carried privately • Manila, Philippines December 18
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	6 - 10 Kearney Exp
	6 - 11 Srmn,Tx   SFP.O 1stday
	6 - 12 Woodsn       Chorpnng
	6 - 13 Great SLC, Cal
	6 - 14 Deseret  East_   France#8068
	6 - 15 Bereford 40c
	6 - 16 WF  NYC Red Shield

	Binder7
	7 - 1 Gregory  Uncle Sam
	7 - 2 Missionry _CalPP 1#851E
	7 - 3  Jackass
	7 - 4 Bttrfld  Stmboat  Stlcomb
	7 - 5 Bttrfld Ovrlnd  G.B_VnC#504F
	7 - 6 Bttrfld Mrysvl   H.Ptd
	7 - 7 Ft Brgr      Via Plcrvlle
	7 - 8  ARmy-Ut   Cmp Flyd
	7 - 9  (2) COCPP
	7 - 10  1st Westbnd  Peru_NY#369A
	7 - 11  Pony Blk runng   Cuba
	7 - 12 $2-4 pony 
	7 - 13  Pony Folsom     1&2
	7 - 14  Pony $4 Black
	7 - 15  Pony   Patriotic
	7 - 16  Pony   Garter

	Binder8
	8 - 1  Con patriotic   Hoey
	8 - 2  Con MailSusp   1stDay 
	8 - 3  Con  SthnUnpd  oldstm
	8 - 4  Con  Sptnbrg    Conjntv
	8 - 5  Con  LkFaTa   Trnsmiss
	8 - 6  Con  FlgTrce (2)
	8 - 7  Nev Esmrelda   Saxony
	8 - 8  Va Cty Ponys  (3)
	8 - 9  S.S. Thompson     Zack
	8 - 10 Holladay    5B.J _Ca#34F8
	8 - 11 RR centPac    Erie
	8 - 12 RR Bamber   Vervier
	8 - 13 RR   Promentory
	8 - 14 RR   May 10, 1869
	8 - 15 RR  CPRRMess  7-5-69
	8 - 16 RR  _Lux   _ Manilla#9D34





