
The Fresno and San Francisco

Bicycle Mail of 1894

The Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Mail was both a legitimate local service to transport the mail
during the Pullman strike, which caused a postal failure, in addition to being a philatelic adventure.

The Pullman strike started May 11, 1894 and spread to the American Railway Union which declared a
boycott of all Pullman cars on June 26. The strike was violent and interrupted much railroad activity,
especially the mail West of Chicago. The strike ended July 15, 1894, train service was quickly restored.

Bicycles were all the rage at the time, Arthur Banta the initiator of the Bicycle Mail owned the Victor
Cyclery store in Fresno and was active with the American Wheelman Co. in San Francisco. He set up a
mail service between Fresno and San Francisco consisting of 8 bicycle relays to convey the mail over 210
miles. The service ran from July 7 through July 16. Banta was not a stamp collector but quickly became
aware that there was considerable interest in the stamps and covers for the collector market.

Soon after the Bicycle Mail ceased to operate detailed articles appeared in W. Sellschopp & Co. journal
Filatelic Facts and Fallacies, mostly in H.B. Phillips column, Department of Western Franks, in addition
to advertisements offering the Bicycle stamps and covers. Major articles appeared by Chas. E. Jenney in
The Weekly Philatelic Era and others in The American Journal ofPhilately and The Weekly Philatelic Era.

All the published articles are similar in facts but unfortunately they all have the same lapses of
information. Banta kept a log of the carried covers which existed in the 1930's; the family would not
permit it to be copied and the present location is not known. At this time a complete listing of the actual
runs are not possible, the contemporary references are incomplete and there are not enough surviving
covers that were actually carried over the route to fill in the missing information.

From the basic facts the story becomes quite complex, a real mail service and also a philatelic adventure.
Stamps and covers were created for the philatelic market and much fraud and deceit between Banta and
Eugene Donze, the engraver of the die. Donze retained ownership of the die as Banta would not pay the
originally requested $5.00 for it but preferred to buy the printed stamps. Donze made and defaced a fake
die so Banta would believe the original could not be used to produce more stamps. The deception was
quickly discovered and Donze defaced the real die. Donze apparently~printed stamps, envelopes and
made used covers that Banta was not aware of. The Donze family was always most cooperative in
supplying information but the Banta family was not.

Arrangement of Exhibit

• The initial story and stamp outline
• Stamps used, Die 1 and Die l-R
• Used covers, carried and not carried,

and cancelled after the post ended
• The mystery Die-2
• The authentic defaced die, Die l-R-D
• The fake die made by Donze, Die 3
• Philatelic sales
• The End, a bit of Nostalgia, 1934 re-run and Wells Fargo

My thanks goes to the late Lowell B. Cooper for his study of the Bicycle Mail during the 1930's - 1970's.
This information is recorded in his 1982 book: The Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Mail of1894.



Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Route

The 210 mile run was broken into 8 bicycle relays.

Relay 1:
B. J. Treat of Fresno.
Fresno to 20 Mile Bouse on
the White's Bridge road,
20 miles.

General Scheme

It was anticipated that the 210 mile run could be completed in 18
hours each way.

Relay 2:
H. S. Gangbin of Sanger. 20
Mile House to Firebaugh,
20 miles.

Relay 3:
R. O. Puryear of Fresno.
Firebaugh to Los Banos,
35 miles.

Relay 4:
Arthur W. Drummond of
Los Banos. Los Banos to
foot of mountain 6 miles
beyond St. Louis Ranch, 20
miles.

Relay 5:
W. B. Atwater of FresDo.
Foot of mountain over the
summit at Pacheco Pass to
Bells Station, 15 miles.

Relay 6:
Joseph M. Smith of Selma.
Bells Station to Madrone,
32 miles.

Relay 7:
George Calquhoun of
Fresno. Madrone to Menlo
Park through San Jose, 38
miles.

Relay 8:
C. S. Shaffer of Fresno.
Menlo Park to San
Francisco, 30 miles, then
returning immediately to
Menlo Park for a total
distance of 60 miles
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Each rider, except for San Francisco, was intcndcd to remain at his post until receiving mail from the
opposite direction. At the time the 18 hour schedule was considered too optimistic by thc public. Based on
the known covers that traveled the route it was most optimistic.



Pictures of the Time

Circa 1894

FOUNDED BY RO:&ACE GREELEY.

:jJ;> 'l.'UESDAY, AUGUST 21, 1rq,!.

The "bicycle stamp," which was brought Into exist.
ence in San Francisco by the recent railroad strike,
Is likely to be much prized by starnp collectors. For
more than a fortnlgh t San Francisco was practically
cut olr from all railroad communication, and a.
bicycle mall service was gotten up by the agent of
a. bicycle manufacturer between that city and Fresno,
a. dlst.ance of about 210 ml:es. It continued for four
days, when the blockade was raised. Stamps and
stamped envelopes were hastily designed and seyeral
hundred printed, the stamps being so:d at 25 cents
apiece and the envelopes at 30 cents. Of the 380 let
ters carried, 315 were ..tamped and forty were sent
In stamped envelopes. "Used specimens are already
commanding a 'high premium in San Francisco, the
papers of that city say, as high as $1 being paid
for the stamps, whl1e the used enve'opes are ex
pected to bring from $5 to $10 each.

August 21,1894 report in New-Your Daily Tribune
Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Post

380 letters were carried; 315 were stamped,
40 in stamped envelopes, the numbers do not add up

© San Jose Historical Museum

Left to Right,
Arthur C. Banta, proprietor of the post

S.J. Jon Schmidt
Orrin (B) J. Treat, rider on the first leg out of Fresno



Initial Announcement

MESSAGE ROUTE
To San Fraf)cisco.

1\ho undersigned begl:l to announce to the
Public that he will f'stablisb a Messengor Route to
San Franrisco on Bicycles. via

WHITES BRIDGE,

PACHECO PASS,

GILROY AND

SAN JOSE.
A d~tily service will bo establishod between ~"'resno

and San Francisco, beginning Saturday MOl'lling.
-!PWe-PMe-~ .LeJ.wa.L:S ta Sa.n J"rancisco &nd iItter.

lJt.eoEt' F~"win be 26 cCl!t8. All mail matter
should be addressed to street and number. and will

be stamped and deposited at the post office at
destination. AU mall must be left at VICTOR

CYCLERY. 1;30 Tu]are Sli'eel. l1ughos lIote!.
not JatoI' than 10 P. M" to illsuro delivery ou the
following day. The Sall Fl'ancisco headquarters will
be Overman Wheel Co., corner Larkin and McAllister
Streets; and San Jose at .MelTigot & 00.'8

Call on Or communicate with

ARTHUR C. BANTA.
1730 TULARE ST.• FRESNO. CAL.

Banta's initial announcement of his intention to establish a Bicycle Message Route to San Francisco

It is believed that the Fresno Post Master marked out the line
Tile rate for Letters to San Francisco and intermediate points will be 25 cents.



The Dies

Die 1
Original Die, error in SF spelling
Used for Stamps and Postal Stationery
Used for advertising
First Day usage July 7, 1894

Die l-R
Major fe-engraving of Die 1
SF speUing corrected, otber cbanges
Used for Stamps and Postal Stationery,

also for comer cards
First Day usage July 7, 1894

Die l-R-D
Defaced Die I-R
Die shows wear from Die l-R impressions
Used for sample stamps in 1894
Electrotype copy used for 1935 re-run

Die 2
Electrotype of Die l-R
Original Die t-R modified,

lines behind bicycle, etc.
Only used on Postal Stationery
Banta recorded: JO printed
First Day usage July 12, 1894

Die 3
Donze Counterfeit Die, Defaced,

only know as defaced
Used as corner cards

on Banta's and Donze's envelopes



Die 1

Proofs

Original design

Die 1, Proof, Green on card, printed July 7tb, 1894

Die 1, Essay, Brown - Violet on card, printed July 7th, 1894
The small circle in the outer line below the TR of STRIKE is Dot present.

Issued Stamp

The bicycle stamps enOwn herein together
with tbe proo~e and co~or test are from
td8 original .plates made at the time of
the ~ • •t. U. atri~e by my father. £u~ne~. /

Santa Barbara, Calif _, ~~ CL.. - -r.
Ilarcb 11, 1936 ~ ~...... -<--

Eugene Donze died in August, 1931 at which time Helen G. Bowen,
a daughter received some stamps and the defaced die.

All Proof.s in this exhibit were obtained from the Donze family in 1936.



Die 1

Tbe First Design

Printing
July 7, 1894

Die I, Reconstructed Sheet

All Bicycle Mail stamps were printed as sheets of 6.

Each stamp was individually printed on the sheet, the uniform spacing
erroneously suggests a plate of 6. Close examination, of a Dumber of sheets,

prove the exact alignment between the stamps varies.

The stamps were printed on pre-cut and pre-glued paper,
adding to the uniformity of spacing.

Donze's diary indicates; July 7, Printed 816 stamps, gave Banta 606 and retained 210.
This is the only printing from Die 1, the collector interest was not quite realized at this time.

This Banta handstamp is also known on the July 9, 1894 printing of D l-R, it is also
fully rouletted, unlike the autographed copics from the July 16,1894 printing.



Die l-R

Proofs

Die I, Re-Engraved

Die I-R-D, Proof, Black on off white paper, printed July 7th, 1894

Die l-R-D, Issued Stamp

Rocks
Added

Donze
Initials
Added Circle

Removed

S Changed
to C

Dash
'---

Removed

Changes in Die 1 to make it Die I-R



Die l-R

First and Second Printings

Printings
July 9 & 16,1894

July 9, 1894 Printing, Sheets measure 67-68 mm in height

Used on all mail carried by the Bicycle Post

July 16, 1894 Printing, Sheets measure 61.75 to 63 mm in height

Printed after the last Bicycle Post run departed for San Francisco, 2:30 PM, July 16, 1894,



Die l-R

Banta Randstampcd Signature
July 9, 1894 Printing

Printing
July9and 16, 1894

Signed

Banta's Manuscript Signature
July 16, 1894 Printing

Double Impression on Position 6

Vertical Pairs of the two printings are easy to teU apart by the paper height.
Single copics can be distinguished by the smaller vertical stamp margins.

The signed July 16, 1894 printing is not rouletted vertically, evidently so the tab would not fall off.

Signatures of Arthur C. Banta owner of the Bicycle Mail and O.J.Treat,a rider on the route.

The July 16, 1894 printing was intended for the collector market thus to enhance the value,
there are a number of varieties in addition to autographs.



Die l-R

Second Printing

Printing
July 16,1894

Intentional Varieties

No Vertical Rouletteing

A contemporary account by Eizie UnthaDk reported that Donze and Banta
agreed that a pOftion of tbis printing should Dot have vertical rouletting.

No Vertical Rouletting and Position 4 spaced away from Positions 5 - 6.

No Rouletting, the strong offset on only one stamp suggests it was deliberately done.

Tbe intentional varieties only exist (rom the Die l-R, July 16, 1894 printing.



The Engraver
Eugene Donze
His story

Die 3

•
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EUGENE DONZE,

-»-~ jEngral.1er }:~-

Tlll~ 'Ellgrnuillgs Oll ;All <Golll, Silu~r, (!;opp~r, 'Etc.

RIlTtlJ;:f ". Tit .. UAV5 TO

nK\V.lllf: 01' IJtllrrATVXs,

U. So and Fore:rn POS!:lg"e Stamps
Bought and Sold.

Santa Barbara, California, January 29, 1895

.... I engraved the die in a hurry and made a mistake in spelling Sao
Fran.£isco. There were more than 810 struck before we found it out. Then I
re-engraved the plate and turned out about 2000. The printer in my absence
struck off 500 on dark paper on this own for himself but finally made him
give them up. After having used some from each of these varieties we found
out that according to the Postal Law we could Dot carry our mail service
unless we used U.S. envelopes, same as the Express Companies, so we bought
about 150 of each on the white and amber envelopes. There were two sized of
the env. One size being larger than by about Y2 inch which I never noticed ....

Donze evidently had other spelling problems, note upper left corner of his letterhead:
Beware of Immitations



Carried on the Post
Northern Trip

July 8th
Registry Number 42

Not Philatelic
Die I

fresno Bicycle Mail registry number 42

Fresno to Santa Barbara by way of Menlo Park

Fresno, July 8, 1894 Bicycle backstamp
Entered tbemail at Menlo Park, July 11, 1894

Manuscript notation Vit, BOlli 10 S. F., normal transit
San Francisco receiving backstamp, July II, 12 ~ M
Santa Barbara receiving backstamp, July 14,4 PM

•

.v ..I"JuIG I"essenger Service._ N

The Bicycle Mail registry log was seen in the 1930's,
copies were Dot permined and tbe present location is unknown.



Carried on the Post
Northern Trip

July 10th
Registry Number 88

Not Philatelic
Die l-R

Fresno, Bicycle Mail registry Dumber 88

Fresno to San Francisco

Fresoo, July 10, 1894 Bicycle backstamp only
Lack of a Fresno CDS is unusual

Entered tbemail at San Francisco. machine cancellation, July 12, 10:30 AM

San Francisco Station J. receiving backstamp, July 12, I PM

, ""
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back image,.reduced



Carried on the Post
Northern Trip

July 12th
Registry Number 143

Not Philatelic
Die l-R

Fresno, Bicycle Mail registry number 143

Fresno to Santa Barbara by way of Gilroy

Fresno, July 12, 1894 Bicycle backstamp
Entered the mail at Gilroy, July 14

the Railroad was open north of Gilroy on that date

San Francisco receiving backstamp, July 14,2 PM



Carried on the Post
Southern Trip

Non Philatelic
D-l

7c

To Arthur C. Banta

July 13, 1894, O\'crman Wheel Co., San Francisco, red RECEIVED handstamp

July 17, 12:30 PM, Fresno CDS,

No Bicycle Handstamp on Back

We know of no Philatelic Bicycle Mail covers traveling from San Francisco to Fresno.

Some covers originating in Sao Francisco with evident philatelic association
but appear to be legitimate correspondence.

Sellschopp, etc. corresponded with both Banta and Donze
on tbe marketing of stamps and covers,

the Bicycle Mail was the only means of correspondence.

Donze diary for July 16th indicated be received by Bicycle Route
two letters from Sellschopp and one from Ed \Vest.



Carried on the Post
Southern Trip

Non Philatelic
D-I

RECEIVED

JUL 12 1894

To E.G. Donze

July 12, 1894, Overman Wheel Co., San Francisco, red RECEIVED handstamp

July 16, 1894, Fresno CDS and also July 16 Bicycle Handstamp on Back
The faint pencil notation, 76 in the Bicycle Handstamp mayor may not relate to the Post

Victor Bicycle Messenger Service.

/. -
.'

Fresno and ii1t!n Fr"lr.cisco.
..t'hoooo, Oa/,• •....•...... ..I.~~.~....

Despite the similarity of the covers with the red RECEIVED handstamp,
and the fact that one is addressed to Donze and another to Banta

they were definitely carried over the route.



Carried on the Post
Southern Trip

i .

I

Non Philatelic
D-I

f
. 'I. "' ..

July 13, 1894, Overman Wheel Co" San Francisco, red RECEIVED handstamp
The above day date is unclear but it appears to be more a 13 than a 12.

July 16, 1894 Fresno cancellation and also there receiving backstamp

-I

The Fresno receiving backstamp is unusual in that the cover did come from a normal maiJ route
and is the only Bicycle Mail cover having one.

The handstamp 444 on the back mayor may Dot relate to the Bicycle Post.



Not Carried on the Post
Fresno to Fresno

Dated July 10th

Philatelic
Die l-R

Afternoon Post

July 10,4:30 PM, Fresno CDS, July 10, Bicycle Backstamp

July 10,4:30 PM, Fresno CDS, July 10, Bicycle Backstamp

All authentic and while the service was operating but not carried on over the Bicycle Route.



Not Carried on the Post
Fresno to Fresno

Dated July 12tb

Philatelic
Die l-R

Afternoon Post
First Day Use

July 12,4:30 PM, Fresno CDS, July 11, Bicycle Backstamp

This cover is identical in both dates to the only known used D-2 cover,
however it also has the Overman Wheel Co. bandstamp.

Victor Bicycl~ Messenger Service

Fresno and SW7t F!' .3:i::iscc
" , II 1_ ..

Donze's diary reads for July 11, 1894:
Up at 7:10. warm TH 98 at noon 102. Got bal. o/stamps & bougllt 100 envelopes and stamped them

All authentic and while the sendee was operating but not carried on over the Bicycle Route.



Not Carried on the Post
Fresno to Fresno

Dated July 15th

Philatelic
Die l-R

Afternoon Post

July 15,4:30 PM, Fresno CDS, July 15, Bicycle Backstamp

The US 2¢ adhesive stamp is not tied to the envelope.
The cancellation appears to be Fresno and reads July, the envelope ageing agrees with the stamp.

JUl 15'...•

AU authentic and while the service was operating but not carried over the Bicycle Route.

The US 2¢ stamp on this cover is questionable as to have originated on this cover!



Not Carried on the Post
Fresno to Fresno

Dated July 12th

Philatelic
Die l-R

Evening Post

July 12, 8:30 PM, Fresno CDS, July 12, Bicycle Backstamp

July 12,8:30 PM, Fresno CDS, July 12, Bicycle Backstamp

All authentic and while the service was operating but Dot carried on over the Bicycle Route



Carried on the Post
Northern Trip

The Last Day of the run
Fresno, July 17th

CAL.

Philatelic

Adhesive Stamps
Die 1 & l-R

FRESNO.

R C. BANTA, Mangr.

Fresno July 17 Bicycle Backstamps with San Francisco July 19, 1894, 10:30 AM mailing

All to W. Scllschopp a major stamp dealer



Carried on the Post
Northern Trip

The Last Day of the run
Fresno, July 17th

Philatelic

Postal Stationery
Die 1 & l-R

Fresno July 17 Bicycle Backstamps witb San Francisco July 19, 1894, 10:30 AM mailing

Plimpton envelopes. size 4Yi amber and Size 5 wbite

AIl to W. Sellscbopp a major stamp dealer



After the Last Day of the run
Fresno to Fresno

Philatelic
Postal Stationery

Die l-R

Fresno July, 18, 1894 wilb July 18, 1894 Bicycle Mail backslamp
To Arthur C.Banta

Fresno July 20, 1894 with no Bicycle Mail backstamp

AU imprints and markings are authentic but they were not carried by the Bicycle Mail
To Henry Hart but addressed to the Hughs Hotel, Banta's address



Die 2

Special Envelope Die

•

Unused, Die 2 with Die I adhesive and Bicycle Backstamp but no date

Ground
Differs Scratches

Die 2 is an electrotype made from Die l·R

Only 10 envelopes and no stamps are reported by Banta to have been printed with Die 2.

We can only guess why Die 2 was made; perhaps as a spare, perhaps considered defective!



Die 2 Philatelic
Fresno to Fresno

Fresno July 12,4:30 PM CDS, With Bicycle Backstamp July 11, 1894

Fresno to Fresno, the Post Office would deliver to the County Clerk as addressed.

- . ;

~Ull1 '!l'l~

Authentic in all respects, used while the Bicycle Mail route was in operation,
but only carried from Banta's office to the Post Office,

and not carried over the Bicycle Mail route.

Three known examples of Die 2. one used and two unused



Die l-R-D

Proofs

Die l-R, Defaced

Die I-R-D, Proof, Green on \Vhite Card, Sept. 1894

Die l-R-O, Trial Color Proof, Black on Thin While Buff Paper, Sept. 1894

Die I-R-D, Stamp, Sept. 1894

Die I-R-D, Proof, Black on \Vbite Card, Feb. 1963



Die I-R-D Declaration of Destruction

FRESNO, CAl", August 23d, • ''J4-

We, the undersigned, hereby certify that we have wit
nessed the defacement, by Eugene Donze, of what, after care
ful examination, we believe to be the original Die or Plate
from which the San Francisco and Fresno Bicycle Stamps
were printed.

Subscribed and sworn to before we, G. C. GRIMES, a
Notary Public in und for the County of Fresno, State of Cali
fornia, this 23d clay of August, 1894.

EUGRNE: DONZE, Engraver,

ARTHUR C. BANTA,

C. E. J I!NNEY.

STATE OF CALlFORNIA, l
Couwrv OF FRESNO. f SS.

On this 23d day of AugUSt, in the year of our Lord, OIie
thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, before lIle, G. C. GRI.MES,
a Notary Public ill and for ::iaid County and Stute, residing therein
duly c01llmissioned and sworn, pcr~onall}' appeared ,EuGENE
DONl:E, ARTHUR C. BANTA and C. E. JENNEY, known to 1I1e to
be the persons described in, whose nallles are subscribed to,
and who executed the within instrument, and acknowledged to
me that they executed the same.

IN WITNESS WHERIWP, I have hereunto set my hand and
affiyed my ofEcial seal the day and year in this certificate first
above written.

[SEAL]

G. C. GRIMES,
Notary Publl., In and for Ih~ County of fl"resuo,

"t'>.Ie of California.

FRHSNQ, CAL., August 23d, 1894.

I, EUGENE DONZE, hereby certify that the original Die or
Plate, from which the l;'resno and San Francisco Bicycle Mail
Route Stamps and Franks wefe printed, has been continually in
Illy possession since the said Mail Sen'ice was discontinued, and
that there has been no stamps or impressions made from said Die
or Plate since the said ~fail·Sen·ice was discontinued.

Subscribed and sworn to before me, G. C. GkUlHS, a
Notary Public in aDd for the County of Fresno, State of California.

EUGENe DONZE, Engraver.

S'I'ATE OF CAl.. IFORNIA, i
SS.

COUNTY OF FRESNO.

On this 23<1 day of August, in tue year of our Lord, one
thousand eight hundred and ninety-four, before me, G. C. GRIMES,
a Notary Public in and for said County and State, residing thereiu
duly cOlllmissioned and sworn, personally appeared EUGENE
DOKZE, known to me to be the person described in, whose name is
subscribed to, and who executed the within instrument, and ac·
knowledged to me that he executed the same.

IN \VI"fNESS \VHERE:OF, r have hereunto set my haJld and
affixed DIy ollicial seal the day and year ill this certificate first
above written.

[SEAL]
G. C. GRIMES,

Notary Public in "od for the County of Fr.,AIlO,
SI"te: of C"lifornia.

Declaration of Die 1-R being defaced, August 23,1894
Reverse has Banta's handstamps and a manuscript notation Sep.l12194 Cost 75t

Donze's advertisement in the November, 1894 issue of Filatelic Facts and Fallacies
offered a copy of this declaration and a copy of the defaced stamp for 7¢.



Die l-R-D Tete-Beehe

All sheets from the defaced die, Die l-R-D,
were printed in a staggered 3 x 2 block.

The lower right stamp in each block is tete-becbe,
positions 5 - 6.

Essays from the 1935 Copy of Die l-R-D
The word MAIL is Dot blocked out as with the stamp used for the Re-Enactment

White spot under MAIL is a constant variety White spot is fixed before stamps are printed



Die3

Destruction ofthe
Fake Die

Die 3, Trial Color Die Proof, in Black on Thin Light Buff Paper

Die 3, Card impression in Green intended to prove that the Die was Defaced

This fake die resembles Die l-R, but in detail there arc many differences.
It is only known as this Trial Proof, the Destruction Card and as corner cards.

In early August, 1894 while the Bicycle Mail Routc was in operation Eugene Donze, the engraver,
prepared a new die resembling the original re-cut onc, Die l-R. He then defaced it as proof of destruction
of the original to increase the collector value for the stamps and envelopes. Much philateljc interest
immediately evolved and Donze foresaw a good philatelic market would evolve.

ex Donze family



Die3 Corner Cards
Used by Donze and Banta

RETVI,.. ,,.. T,u, DAYS TO

FRESNO, CALIFORNIA. U. 8. A •

. ,

\~
'.

Die 3, Eugene Donze, used August 13, 1894
Unsealed envelope mailed at tbe 1¢ printed matter rate.

Die 3, Arthur C. Banta used August IS, 1894

The affidavit on the destruction of the authentic die is dated August 23, 1894

Donze prepared Corners cards with his Fake Defaced Die, Die 3. Believing they were proper, Banta
started to use them and sent a print to Mr. H.B. Phillips and W. Scllschopp who immediately declared
that it was a fake. Banta proceeded to make sure the authentic die, Die l-R, was defaced.

It appears that Banta immediately stopped using these envelopes but Donze continued to usc them.



Die 3

RBT1la" ,'" T.J'I" D ....5 TO

<-'~~~_~ -:~ ..-t,..~ "\:

~~-~
~$V

EUGENE DONZE.
P- "ALIFORNIA. U. S. A.

, . ., a Barbara

Fresno Sept 8th, Oct 1st, J894, and an unused example

Corner Cards
Used by Donze

Donze continued to usc Die 3 as corner cards even after he moved from Fresno to Santa Barbara.



After the Bicycle Mail

Ictor Bicycle T.~'"~~ngcr cr,,\'-

Fresno, October 19, 1894

Corner Cards
Banta Used Handstamps

Fresno Bicycle Mail Backstamp used as a corner card.
Tbe Overman Wheel Co. handstamp used on the back.

- ... "\ 4

Fresno and "a"1 t:"rlooOr;.::ioco,·
/,

lC VI ...II oJ

Ji'1't: ", ,"",ul.

ervlc_

.. ...-.... .. ...

Unused remainder, D l-R on a 2¢ Plimpton with Overman Wheel Co. handstamp on front side.
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ARTHUR C. BANTA, MAN GR.

FRESNO, CAL"

DEAR SIR:

Enclosed please find one of the original Stamps issued tor use

on the Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle Mail Route during the A. R..

U. Strike. Kindly accept same with conpliments.

Very respectfully yours,

A Unique Stamp.

Collectors of stamps have now an
opportunity to add a. valuable speci·
nlen totheircollection. The stamp,
which wilt be a memento of the
present railroad difficulties, is one
issued by Arthur Banta, and used
on his mail route to San Francisco.
The stamps are green and diamond·
shaped. On them are the words
"Fresno and San Francisco Birycle
lI.lail Route. 25 cts. A. R. U. Strike,
1894." [n appearance, except as
to shape, they resemble a govern
ment stamp. The engraving, which
is excellent, was done by E. Donze
of this city.-Exposiwr.]uly n.

A New Stamp.

The bicycle messenger route es
tablished between Fresno and San
Francisco has brought into exist
ence a new postage stamp, which
in time will be looked upon as a
curiosity and abo a souvenir of the
present railway troubles. '1'he
stamps were issued by A. C. Banta,

and every letter going over the
route bears olle of them. Two
st}·k-s of stamps were issued. The
adhesive is green in color, while the
envelope stamp is a red brown. In
an inner oval are the words
"Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle
Mail Route, 1894, A. R. V. Strike,
25 cts," In the center of the 0\'31
is a messenger mounted on a bicycle
with the foothills looming up in the
background and sagebrush in the
foregr<Jund.-R~pllbliam,JII/y'3.

MAIL BY BICYCLE.

A Messenger 5e"lce klween fresno aad
san fraacisco.

A feature of the interruption of
railroad operations was the utiliza
tion of the bicycle for business
purposes.

Everyone knows how it carried
CQpies of the EXAMINF.R to neigh
boring towns with greater speed
than the best teatlls, but all do 110t
know that a bicycle message route
was established from Fresno to San

Francisco. The service was daily
for mail matter. and the intermedi·
ate points covered were \Vhite's
Bridge, Pacheco Pass, Gilroy and
San Jose. Envelopes were sold
for 25 cents. reading: "Fresno and
San Francisco DiC}.cleMail Route."
Above the legend were the letters
"A. R. V.," and below the word
"Strike," while in the center was
a representation of a speedy bicyc
list on his wheel, and on the two
sides, "25 cents." Mail matter WRS
deposited at the Victor Cyclery in
Fresno and at the Ovennan Wheel
Company's office in this city, and
when the town to which it was :ilod
dressed was reached it was de
posited in the local postoffice and
at once delivered. There were
letters carried between these two
points on bicycles, with no Pullman
car attached.-S. F Examifler.

'fhis was the only regular service
for mail between Fresno and San
Francisco from July 6 to July 14.
The distance, 210 miles, was divided
into 6 relays, and the schedule timoe;
was 18 hours.
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MAIL BY BICYCLE.

A Messenger service Betweeg fresno and

san franclsco.

A feature of the interruption of
railroad operations was the utiliza
tion of the bicycle for busiuess
purposes.

E\·ery one knows how it earried
copies of the EXAMINER to neigh
boring towns with greater speed
than the best teams, but all do not
know that a bicycle message route
was established from Fresno to San

and every letter going over the
route bears olle of them. Two
styles of stamps were is:;ued. The
adhesi\'e is green in color, while the
envelope stamp is a red brown. In
an inner oval are the words
"Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle
Mail Route, 1894. A. R. U. Strike,
25 cts." 111 the center of tlle o\"al
is a messenger mounted on a bicycle
with the foothills looming up in the
background and sagebrush in the
foregrolllld.-Ri"publinw,july fJ.

A New Stamp.

A Unique Stamp.

Colle<:tors of stamps have now an
opportunity to add a valuable speci
nlen totheircollectioll. The stamp.
which will be a memento of the
present railroad difficulties, is one
issued by Arthur Banta. and llsed
on his mail fOllte to San Francisl..'o.
The stamps are green and diamond·
shaped. On them are the words
"Fresno and San Francisco Bicycle
Mail Route. 25 cts. A. R. U. Strike.
I894." In appearance. except as
to shape, they resemble a govern
ment stamp. The engraving, which
is excellent, was done by E. Donze
of this city.-Exposilqr,july 12.

The bicycle messenger route es
tablished between Fresno and San
Francisco has bronght into exist·
ence a new postage stamp, which
in time will be looked upon as a
curiosity aud also a souvenir of the
present railway troubles. The
stamps were issued by A. C. Banta,
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Francisco. The service was daily
for mail matter, llnd the intennedi·
ate points covered were White's
Bridge, Pacheco Pass, Gilroy and
San Jose. Envelopes were sold
for 25 cents, reading: "'Fresno and
San Francisco Bicycle Mail Route."
Above the legend were the letters
"A. R. U.," and below the word
"Strike," while in the center was
a representation of a speedy bicyc
list on hiS wheel, and on the two
sides, "25 cents." Mail matter was
deposited at the Victor Cyclery in
Fresno and at the Ovenlllln \Vheel
Company's office in this city, and
wheu the town to which it was ad
dressed was reached it was de
posited in the local postoffice and
at once delivered. Tbere were~

letters carried between these two
points on bicycles, with no Pullman
car attached.-S. F. Exambur.

This was the only regular service
for mail between Fresno and San
Francisco from July 6 to July 14
The distance. 210 miles, was divided
into 6 relays, and the schedule time
was 18 hours.
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Remainders

. FRESNO,

R C. BANTA. Mangr.

y
C:A.L.

•

Unused
Envelopes

Dl

FRESNO.

RC.BANT~n~

CAL.

AneWel Il)aV be ~

OVERMAN WHEEL CO.
I .. " !I1eALLlftU ST.• IJ.

XJJ.aoU/JU .,'J:.:RVIC& DJJ.lLY.

R C. BANTA, MJlnrr.

y

d a .... :r r.:iFroo

Ylctor Bicycle Meo,>enger~VI

All have the Bicycle Mail backstamp, not dated, and the Overman Wheel Co. return handstamp.



Remainders Unused
Postal Stationery

Plimpton 2¢, 1890 series

Size 5, 89 x 160 mm, amber, unused, Dot known used
Size 5, 89 x 160 mm, white, known used and unused
Size 4Yz, 85 x 149 mm, white, unused, Dot known used
Size 4Y1, 8S x 149 mm, amber, known used and unused

With ageing amber and white can be difficult to distinguish.

Unused Postal Stationery envelopes may have the Bicycle & Overland Wheeler handstamp, most do not.



Pictures of the Time
Circa 1909

INDIAN MOTOCYCL.
COLUMBIA, HUDSON and

APPEAL BICYCLES

J. Emory

Hanover

Penn.

A. c. BANTA & CO.
"Cyclers to the People"

174 South Second Street
SAN JOSE, CAL.

WHOLESAlE AND RETAil

San Jose, Cal. November 20,1909
The first Indian Motorcycle was sold to the public in 1902

The V Twin motor shown on this cover and photograph was first sold in 1906

© San Jose Historical Museum

After his philatelic adventure in 1894 Arthur C. Banta
continued his Bicycle and Motorcycle business and ultimately moved to San Jose, California



Bicycle Nostalgia

Four Wheel Velocipede

The Safe Device

New York, March 6, 1868

BRADFORD'S PATENT

FOUR WHEELED VELOCIPEDE,
OFFICE ANO WAREROOMS,

626 BROADWAY, NEW YORK.

'874
A BICYCLE RACE IN ENGLAND.

Clipping from an American Newspaper, 1874

The "Bone Crusher", High Front Wheel and Small Rear Wheel



Bicycle Nostalgia
All Claims for Damages and Deficiencies must be made within Five days after receipt of Goods.

Terms! -- _
Payable 11

Importer oC

~IAr<UFACTUREROF

Lawn Tennis, Archery, Croquet, &c.
Publisbe.· of

PHOTOGRAPHS & STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS,

80 & 82 Williaul Street,

NEW YORK.

The Hc,rsman
Rubber TiI'e Bicycle,

az, 36 &; 42 inch.

uet, etC.

)t., N. Y.
ls, R. I.

The "Bone Crusher", New York January 3,1882

87 SUWiiid St., Boston, Ma.s.~.

After ]0 days, return to

THE POPE MFG. CO.,

The "Bone Crusher" Boston, Mas., September 11, 1881

The Pope Manufacturing Co. was founded in 1878 at 87 Summer St, Boston
and in 1881 moved to 597 Washington Street
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CHILDREN'S CARRIAGES, BICYCLES AND TRICYCLES.

No. 147 ONTARIO STREET.

DAVIS, HUNT & CO.,
HARDWARE,

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS,

House Furnishing Goods & Children's Carriages,
147 ONTARIO STREET,

CLEVELAND, O:E:::r::o.

/Q/~/UR-f-a/~

~'-E-7_--""'(2-'----'/~!7~.-",-lL~.;?-.=·-=~~·::...,,(._- _

Cleveland, Ohio
April 23, 1887

Bicycle Nostalgia

Three Wheel Tricycle
Large Side Wheels

t
Cleveland, Ohio, Oct 13, 1887

1886 Coventry Rotary Quadracycle for two
Two large side wheels, smaller front and back wheels and a Rudgs Humber Tandem.

Washington, D.C., Sept 12,1889
A steerable front wheel that had significant caster, equally sized wheels,
and a rear wheel chain drive. Invented in 1885 by John Kermp Starley.



The 1935 Re-RuD

Perhaps as early as 1930, based on a
letter from the Donze family, but
definitely in 1934 Arthur C. Banta
started to visualize and plan are-run
of his 1894 mail service

January 11, 1935 Banta was given a
complimentary certificate
authorizing the amateur relays by
the California Bicycle Promotion
Associate.

February 1st, 1935 the Second
Assistant Postmaster General sent
Banta a letter authorizing him to use
his own design but providing the full
postage was paid and his design did
not indicate the U.S. Mail. On arrival
at the termination of each route the
letters were to be deposited in the
post office for cancellation of the
postage stamps and entering the US
Mail.

Banta had evidently already printed
his stamps from the original die thus
another operation was required to
obliterate the word MAIL, this was
done by overprinting, a second press
printing.

Riders were recruited for the race

Philatelic

1894 . 1935
CALIFOHNIA

BICYCLE PROMUTlON AS:;UCIATION

Entry Blank
FRESNO· SAN FR.-\!'iCISCO BIn'eLE RELAY RACE

I';u,rwlt·tll,.,·
Artlllir C. Banill. 17J~ KirldllllH' ~lrCtI. ~ilU Frotut',:o,.u

To be held W~dnesday, May. 1, 1035, over·the course of the original
Fresno.San ~ra.ncslco BIcycle Mall Route during the strike of the American
Railway UllIon agains~ the Pullman Car Company, July, 1894. The mce to
start from San FranCISco and Fresno simultaneously at 8 a. m. The route
..,:,11 be VIa San Jose, Gilroy, Pacheco Pass, Firebaugh and Whites Bridge'
eIght relavs. '

fRlSNO
'O'fI'l.t,,'~

",~,",';"'g

f'IH~T !lEl.\ \' ..
J.·I.E~\:\) vul'HT HOl'Sr:-'I'o:! lllill'" \\"l· ... t lit .hUIl.'IUIl! l~·l 11111«1")'

~E(:U~DT~~~i1~. n"r1I!Wt'llf 1.-.( firllllOlll~u. (~.j mlJt"~l.

TIIIHD RI::I.A\'
T.. l.ll" 1<;11\""" l~'" llll!l·"'j.

I'lnu JUil.,H
'\"H \;i\rll~ 1:::.: 1 ,; mi\~).

SIXTII REI,A\'
'I'll Nail .l"..~ ~~\I ll1ill'!<)

SE'T\'f1l r:EI.H
Til H~·.h\"fl~Hi I It., (::3 lIlill';') ......

1'\1;1"11 lIEI.'\',.
Til S.-\'=' FH."i\C:J~( 0 t'l1 Y HAI.L (~~. luill'S).
t r,tllll ~ln ~·r:1Ilt'.I"cll. rrh,i \Ip.)

1"11,. ....m/,..,;ti"" __ pi'" '" rid.". trh" u'" ,."lthle·"'·u Ir;,h Illf' t:oli/o,nio lJiC'yd,.
/I'II,"",im• ."uH,.in';otl. I1l1d "",,unrh,.tl.

ENTRIES CLOSE APRIL 1~, 193~

WIT;[ HARRY SPENCE, SECRETARY C. B. P. A.
2027 LINCOLN WAY, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF.

I \,'ill ",1, P. tilt' tl'lllll (rtllll
l'lulJ

Covers were advertised and sold
at 30¢ each, 60¢ for both directions

I l!r~'I." t·, 11.1\· III 11'111," :\01, i"rnlll

III cIIIl .. idt'r1lli t IH ur- ."Illir l1\ll·t'P"'UI~ lhilt (llIlr,\', l 1l4'h'·h,.. tur,III.\'"Crt, III)' h('In. C~t"t'utQU~
'tdmllIl1f1Ilil .. '" 111 .. 1 1...... 11'11'". ""1\1' ;1111\ n,h'n.p I,n rl"hh 11111\ f.~Ul\fi!to hH \1 ..m:\i4~li llult l tit",
llhl .. h":;11Iilol .\"lhllr I'. IlIllltll lIllll tlw t:niJrllrnul H:\'l'.!h· 1""l1Jutl\'1i .'\U!"'-:'~JltH'1l (nr all\ £llld
llJl IlIjl'lri" .. 111I,f",,'1! It," 1111' ill till' 111111\1' lI1"lllillll.'d Frl'IIlllWKllll i"rlllll'I""l' 111l'~·,'lp It .. lh~· B'll"' •

.. , .hut 1II:1~' fltl~I' (rllm IPY l'ntr~ III Itll,' rt'la~' IlIl'I"ld.

May 1st, 1935 the run was on; covers
were cancelled at the Post Offices at
each end; Fresno at 6pm and San
Francisco at 9 pm on that day.

"ily

Image



The 1935 Re-Run Background

In 1934 Arthur C. Banta arranged a re-run of the 1894 Bicycle Mail for May 1st, 1935, in the manner
of the original and offered covers in both directions at 30¢ each, 60¢ for a pair. The Post Office
Department required the work MAIL to be deleted from the stamp and the word was blanked out
before the run but after the stamps were printed. Banta may not have offered the unused 1934 stamps
as today they are not common. Banta borrowed the original defaced die from the Helen G. Bowyer
daughter of Eugene Donze to make reprints for the race and subsequently returned a die, it mayor
may not have been a reproduction die!

1935 Re-Print

The 1934 reprints are not a clear as the 1894 printing, it has been thought that Banta reproduced
the original die and the poor printing is attributed, it now appears this may not be the case.

ARTHUR c. BANTA
1869 - JULY 13 • 1944

DIAMOND JUBILEE

1894 • JULY 6·18 - 1944

GOLDEN JUBILEE

For July 13t
\ 1944 Banta prepared a Golden Jubilee (1894 - 1944) cachet for his 1894 Bicycle Run

but also as his Diamond Jubilee (1869 - 1944), using an image of the Authentic Defaced Bicycle
Stamp. This image is as sharp as the 1894 prints thus the poor image on the 1934 re-run stamps is
possibly from the quality of the printing and not necessarily because of a reproduced die!



The 1935 Re-Run Reprint Stamps

Image Enlarged

From the Original Defaced Die but without the word Mail obscured

Enlarged Image

The world MAIL is obscured by postal requirements.

Printed from the Original 1894 Die but with the word Mail obscured.
The diagonal orientations suggests that it was printed in sheets of 6 per the original 1894 die,

but on the 1934 printing no multiples are known to the author.

The marking obscuring the work MAIL is evidently press printed,
on all examples known to the author the position is similar but not exactly the same.



The 1935 Re-Run Normal Covers

KERMAN

A. Homan

Fresno,

Calif.

1249 Fulton Street

fRESNO,
FOWLER 'b-.

Sr:LM';"

68J

681

,.....
ARTHUft C. BAHTA

. 173'5 t<UIlCHAM ST.

r SAN F""Nc,ace. CAI.o".

,."... ,
AIn"HU,. C. 8AN"rA
1738 Kfltl(HAM ST.

SAN FflAJlCI.CO. C,,'r',

;~.dU!~:t:,':~.~~.:J ~IlJ~:I~~lI~=~Y~~~ ~:: :~d ~~~:llc~~,C:"2:~~J~lr:~I'till~~
prc..~~5:~~~~~~e~ on thiJ .,,,k, .11 !nidi rfll/ll l~ ell. oi .-hkh an ia:p<nlll(l ,n lt$

CAAlHED BY BICYCLE RELAY OVJl.R OIUGJNAL COUl.SZ In raCf brill Ma, I, 1"'.

"'riheu'tl~~Jl~ ~1I=kw~ll~r.Y~:J:.~ W~~~ :~ I:~I'fr:llr~~,~~~.J:'1':oU'~~
&lid Ilfl ",tI".

111. Sn.oIp l~ -'140) "* 011 Itll' 1It,.,1n wu ""ule 'tam Ih. eI .. ol which .,. lllIPle»lool III itJ
~_""""''''''"CMIllUllttVr.

C.\~llllO BY BICYCU; ItELAY OVill OIlIClINAL COtrll~1l ill ma ",ld Mit I. "".

Images of cover Backs

Fresno to San Francisco Run
Covers: Fresno May 1st Bicycle cancel on Bicycle stamp in red, mailed on arrival in San Francisco 9 pm,
back handstamp May 1st Bicycle is in black

San Francisco to Fresno Run
Covers: San Francisco May 1st Bicycle cancel on Bicycle stamp in black, mailed on arrival in Fresno 6
pm, back handstamp May 1st Bicycle is in red

The Arthur C. Banta signature on all covers are individual signed and not printed.



The 1935 Re-Run

LOS BANOS

DOS PALOS

DOS PALOS

Not Fully Marked

J\RTHUR c. BANTA,
1735 KIRKHAM STREET,

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIJ' e.

KERMAN

fRESNO,
FOWLe~'~

SELM;'''

ARTHUR C. BANTA,

1735 KIRKHAM STREET,

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIF e.

KERMAN

fRESNO ,
FOWLER '~

SELM;'O

Addressed to Arthur C. Banta,
1735 Kirkham St, San Francisco, California

The front markings and others in all respects are normal except,
the back receiving mark, May 1, 35 as to Fresno or San Francisco are not present.

The Arthur C. Banta signature on all covers are individual signed and not printed.



The End For Now !

Arthur C. Banta's Bicycle Mail service was not unique to the American Railroad Union, ie. the
Pullman, strike. Wells, Fargo & Co. operated the steamers between San Diego and San Francisco
during the strike period, when mail service was suspended their express became a popular
alternative.

A Provisional Wells, Fargo Frank used during the ARU strike

Los Angeles, Cal., Wells, Fargo & Co's Ex. S.A. Butler, agent, Octagon in Purple
Date blanked out.

"FRANK" handstamp in place of normal W.F. printed one, in Purple

Los Angeles, Cal. Wells Fargo and Co's Ex., July 7,1984, CDS in Purple

San Francisco, Wells Fargo and Co's, July 11 9 am, Oval in Red

A Cover Attached to a Package thus no address.

July 3rd Mark Thompson, Acting Agent, Santa Barbara informed W.F. of purchasing
U.S. stamped envelopes, hand stamping and selling them at the regular W.F. price.

Much is still to be learned on the Bicycle Post and Wells Fargo mail
service during the mail suspension.
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