REVENUE STAMPS OF THE STAMP ACT OF 1765

Purpose:
This exhibit displays revenue stamps authorized for use in the Americas by the Stamp Act of 1765.

Importance:
These stamps are surviving evidence of the Stamp Act of 1765, one of the key events leading to the
American Revolution. Organized resistance to the Stamp Act led to the Stamp Act Congress, the first
time that the American Colonies united to oppose British Rule. As a result of this resistance, the Stamp
Act was quickly repealed, resulting in the scarcity of these stamps.

Scope:
Great Britain first issued embossed revenue stamped paper in 1694, and the Massachusetts and New
York colonies issued embossed revenues in the 1750s. The effective date of the Act was November 1,
1765, but due to resistance by colonists, the Act was repealed March 18, 1766 — less than 5 months
after taking effect. As a result, the almanac and newspaper stamps are known only as proofs, with a
few used examples in institutional archives. The embossed stamps have survived in extremely limited
numbers, almost all used in what is now Canada. There are roughly 55 full documents recorded in
private hands, with another 50 or so cut-squares reported to have survived. Following American
independence, the United States resorted to embossed revenues to raise revenues.

Organization:
The exhibit is organized chronologically, with examples of the Massachusetts and New York colonial
issues followed by the Stamp Act revenues and examples of Federal embossed revenue stamps.
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The repeal, or the funeral of Miss Ame-Stamp, British political cartoon from the Library of Congress



Precursor Massachusetts Colony
1755-57

Two Pence Embossed (RM2)

Efltx, ﬂ' To the S}ww or Marfbal of th f.:m’ Co wty h‘i‘:cx, or either of their Dep:me.r.
or Conftalles of the Town ofv within the f[aid County, or to any

or cither of ilem, Greeting.
N His Maj.ﬂ s \amc u are Required to Attach the Goods or Eﬁatc of
v !ﬁr:a.ﬁ'c %f&":( 5 Tl f2e e G,.‘,Tn

¢ to the Value g,f, e nft/ Shillings, and for want thereof to take the Body

of the faid “Aonad 4 (if he may be
found in your Precin@) and him fafely keep, fo that he may be had before

me, Jefeph Bowdirch, Efq; One of His Majefty’s Juftices of the Pcace ffor the
County forc!ard at my chllmg Houle in Salem, on Monday the lo=

Day of Zegecmrsy mex / at Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon ; Then

and there to Anfwer 0 @72y, (sr e afﬁammﬁftm .4:40( ——

Core nl:,/??/t Ao a—fﬁl gﬁ‘l M&'}f % -ﬁ pﬁ’m{—ﬂf m/ﬁ;.

b'f%é“ 4 %j& P%)nﬂ@/_:f};) %%vr;:l\ a;v% Z/&n—/ iz -
4 ! E’?M /.Ee-nu’/ ﬁj/f#}?y OP e Pt ey a&m,ﬁj@/ﬁ 2o gecss /-
'»"ﬂ j/ﬁ'/%; zrrnoped (Heenent 5/2;:& a

e o w ruz!{é{
% &} - MI‘D /?a{y /ZA’ ’Z%a, /-,,,{,,),44.4

J/ﬂ%mw f%r/r! /fmzf/t b Ials /%Lt‘;%wo%rggﬁ

Hiv Py B m}?ﬁeg4 t/z/z;/,/,, RtV iyt . _;;f/; e
X&uc‘ ¢ P"w«ry"‘: 14-__, g -"**“"--)'4

~ -— g —

R 3 e )~ 011250
/ ——— o L_/f@flﬁ‘.ﬁ?

,Z[)xu}('}/ Z‘rﬁ':a - 25‘ ’,76"‘ «.);/1’»- fxu ;/”',72/‘,;); (,I’,?/};za'_:.
.-//"’éﬂ/é,/ﬁf‘zc"drﬁ/

cmgﬂ -

-

‘1..... > e e

December 5, 1755, Ipswitch, Essex County, writ of execution attaching the goods or estate of Thomas Hart for
20 shillings. Taxed 2 pence as a writ of execution or capias issued by a Justice of the Peace.



Precursor New York Colony
o 1757-60
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May 20, 1757, Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, capias [a writ requiring the officer to take a person into
custody] for Daniel Dunham due to a debt of 28 pounds to Martin Hoffman. Taxed 3 pence as a capias issued
by the Court of Common Pleas.
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Stamp Act of 1765 Almanac Stamps

Two Pence Almanac Stamp (RM15P)

Fewer than 20 examples of the 2 pence almanac stamp proof are in private hands.
The irregular block of 6 above is the only plate number multiple of any of the proofs.



Stamp Act of 1765 Almanac Stamps

Four Pence Almanac Stamp (RM16P)

Fewer than 30 proofs of the 4 pence Almanac stamp are
recorded



Stamp Act of 1765 Almanac Stamps

Eight Pence Almanac Stamp (RM17P)

Fewer than 5 proofs of the 8 pence Almanac stamp are
recorded



Stamp Act of 1765 Newspaper Stamps

Half-Penny Pamphlet and Newspaper Stamp (RM18)

Proof Unused Stamp

(Printer’s Waste or remainder)

Fewer than 25 proofs of the half-penny Newspaper
stamp are recorded



Stamp Act of 1765 Embossed Stamps
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Fewer than 10 examples of the 3 pence embossed
stamp are recorded.



Stamp Act of 1765 Embossed Stamps

6 pence Embossed Stamp (RM26), Dies A and B
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6 pence emboseed stamp, die B. There is | document recorded with the 6p stamp die B,
and 6 strikes on piece.
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Non-contemporaneous use of cut-down 6 pence embossed revenue paper for a December 24, 1777
Revolutionary War Pay Order. One of two recorded examples of the 6 pence die A.



Stamp Act of 1765 Embossed Stamps
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Notarized attestation of payment of a debt.
One of approximately 20 documents with the 1 shilling stamp.



Stamp Act of 1765 Embossed Stamps
1 Shilling Embossed Stamp (RM26)
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Juror’s list used in used in Quebec City.
One of approximately 20 documents with the 1 shilling stamp.



ct of 1765 Embossed Stamps
1 Shilling 6 Pence Embossed Stamp (RM28)
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Two page deed with two strikes of the 1 shilling 6 pence stamp used in Three Rivers (Trois-Rivieres),
Quebec.
One of three documents (each with more than one strike of the stamp) with the 1 shilling 6 pence stamp.



Stamp Act of 1765

Declaration used in Quebec City.
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Embossed Stamps

2 Shilling 3 Pence Embossed Stamp (RM30)

Die B

$¥,
anroe muu’- /A (/Y:‘/(Hn :93.:

il P
e wlecad & PR T .7\ el 1.: _—-—s
j:" 'u‘?'r- iid é{"n nn-(._!.t tekes tj --(’n. e kstce
y ﬁjf T

4 ey nase, N‘),ﬁ SR '\a. Cieta B ﬂo.n e.
l £ exas 4 ¢y fa ek v Q? L
= - 1 wollalia

o a;-._..

wam nlic D o o ffwmmd
q_’,‘. PSS PP e

-
-

/:'I T g ang @ ) ARG,
s 0P J'rlf’l =

. o S, 66:‘4 ut-mj“““""‘ ny s
" R ity ‘A“ ,ﬂ;.,f e et
J‘ Baans 1{,-: P P %..- oo ‘ Dt O fodacds wf iy >
il Ban i B § Dec L ey, .I"f‘!ff .- ca e Cnyqessdil,- h_r Ly
o waa madd- "D flrasen Dopre = "“..'___ b 7

=% n-u-tj £ Ty S
wend ('.-’ ot e le %

ese mned wuoldlia

L
e ffad €2 gmes wu - N oss e T b, * .(, i Gy -
was LR agprdposagend THean fasen G...

s gfmenm
g

assy () -lu;-fll“(";..n. - o st W &R

™ T orar.

? oq-- ﬂ e, o=
[ [—— / < r - ase fas tr-l!:b (s al‘r
vedad F a1 }u’. c--o --- il L

; u'h - gy
w e T age

?‘ Pamw ... foa
f'l-aa ‘.‘cm}”\ K!!: f.. o Pt TRl ...‘_o... ..(‘olm'm...-
= Larkl S on T Ppis --..
. C;L‘ as fua

oo ;rzu o« rondsap 5 [racliine cea wely
’

=te S i er-‘;1g3-.n...q. sarv @ Euy

cJ A

- f~-441¢sol - q-.«.‘-nb}'}il
ahf’)fa(ﬂ... (‘04 e i w7 J,__( ity e

......"1 -
e ailr e gula .

A
pop @ castEads e . “"a.. z.. T

T PP --i.m»-.- B e e
“ e § Caspse Woaaiga e

#rny asases @Rn ¢ 8 Qassnen nrs K Cr =

Bem e 6 Liiat

N 4 _f-"w. - -4{'-....

nrﬂ'. ,f“ FARR~ &

~ iuou—n&f(n‘ P
h_.w!t asan e ow fagn

- .‘-'; s A Sil '\n-!‘.r.-?u:

*
4 ¢ mang Y .‘v—p-.r { ..‘-; n.u-....(q.- ’rt -
Estile o M AR P |
o 1 e '/10-.}

:I'H ‘thﬁ q‘f ¥ - o by foriamaly
[
. a.am .-.... e -'»-- (aesa) oy Wi TR
A maus® ducaas®™D [ r«\/—a-.. 0 /¢'

ae T I

)

One of 7 recorded strikes of the 2 shilling 3 pence stamp. This is one of three copies of the die "B" stamp



Stamp Act of 1765 Embossed Stamps

2 shilling 6 pence Embossed Stamp (RM31)
Die A
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January 1766 marriage
contract executed in Montreal.
One of approximately 12 documents with the 2 shilling 6 pence stamp.



Stamp Act of 1765 Embossed Stamps

2 shilling 6 pence Embossed Stamp (RM31)
Die A

Unused remainders of the 2 shilling 6 pence stamp on blue and beige
paper. The stamps were impressed on colored paper in order to stamp
vellum [sheepskin] documents. The stamps were attached with a staple
and there is “cypher” on the back to prevent removal and reuse of the
stamp. There are approximately 30 to 40 cut-squares recorded.

verso

Verso

Verso showing “cyphers™ covering the staple. These cyphers are thought to
be an inspiration for the penny black.



Postscript Federal Liquor License
1794-1802
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Counttrﬁ ned at L./VM in the County of (
i Zoreolor in the Diltvit aforefaid, this
St day of /;@fw 1797

Colleétor of th: Revenue for the Secoma
Divifion of the = S - Surdeliiin
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The first Federal tax stamps were issued in 1794. The tax authorizing this seal modified the earlier 1791 tax
act that led to the Whiskey Rebellion. Norwich, Connecticut, October 1, 1797 license to sell foreign distilled
spirits, with embossed $5.00 license sell liquor (RM400) also stamped with a Connecticut Supervisors” seal
(RM509).
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