
REVENUE STAMPS OF THE STAMP ACT OF 1765 
Purpose: 

 This exhibit displays revenue stamps authorized for use in the Americas by the Stamp Act of 1765.   

Importance: 

 These stamps are surviving evidence of the Stamp Act of 1765, one of the key events leading to the 

American Revolution.  Organized resistance to the Stamp Act led to the Stamp Act Congress, the first 

time that the American Colonies united to oppose British Rule.  As a result of this resistance, the Stamp 

Act was quickly repealed, resulting in the scarcity of these stamps.       

Scope: 

 Great Britain first issued embossed revenue stamped paper in 1694, and the Massachusetts and New 

York colonies issued embossed revenues in the 1750s.  The effective date of the Act was November 1, 

1765, but due to resistance by colonists, the Act was repealed March 18, 1766 — less than 5 months 

after taking effect.  As a result, the almanac and newspaper stamps are known only as proofs, with a 

few used examples in institutional archives.  The embossed stamps have survived in extremely limited 

numbers, almost all used in what is now Canada.  There are roughly 55 full documents recorded in 

private hands, with another 50 or so cut-squares reported to have survived.  Following American 

independence, the United States resorted to embossed revenues to raise revenues.        
 

Organization: 

 The exhibit is organized chronologically, with examples of the Massachusetts and New York colonial 

issues followed by the Stamp Act revenues and examples of Federal embossed revenue stamps.     

The repeal, or the funeral of Miss Ame-Stamp, British political cartoon from the Library of Congress 



Precursor Massachusetts Colony

1755-57

Two Pence Embossed (RM2)

EIT.., iT. 1, d, Sh"iff" flf"jh,/ '/ tbi[Jid. C"mty
~r Cl!nft.;bks of fl-c TtJu'I1 l!f~e--f,..
Dr tilh" &j rl'tm, Greeting.

Df hex,~, eithu Df tbti, Dc/a/its.
,vi/bin the {aid County, Dr t, any

December 5, 1755, Ipswitch, Essex County, writ of execution attaching the goods or estate of Thomas Hart for

20 shillings. Taxed 2 pence as a writ of execution or capias issued by a Justice of the Peace.



Precursor New York Colony

1757-60

III Pence Embossed (RM12)

May 20, 1757. Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County, capias [a writ requiring the officer to take a person into

custody] for Daniel Dunham due to a debt of28 pounds to Martin Hoffman. Taxed 3 pence as a capias issued

by the Court of Common Pleas.



Stamp Act of 1765 Almanac Stamps

Two Pence Almanac Stamp (RMI5P)
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Fewer than 20 examples of the 2 pence almanac stamp proof are in private hands.

The irregular block of 6 above is the only plate number multiple of any of the proofs.



Stamp Act of 1765 Almanac Stamps

Four Pence Almanac Stamp (RM16P)

Fewer than 30 proofs of the 4 pence Almanac slamp are
recorded



Stamp Act of 1765 Almanac Stamps

Eight Pence Almanac Stamp (RM 17P)

Fewer than 5 proofs of the 8 pence Almanac stamp arc
recorded



Stamp Act of 1765 Newspaper Stamps

Half-Penny Pamphlet and Newspaper Stamp (RM18)

Proof Unused Stamp

(Printer's Waste or remainder)

Fewer than 25 proofs of the half-penny Newspaper

stamp are recorded



3 pence Embossed Stamp (RM24)

Die A

Stamp Act of 1765

I~I. '
A~'~1<L.fE

Embossed Stamps

Fewer than 10 examples of the 3 pence embossed
stamp are recorded.



Stamp Act of 1765 Embossed Stamps

6 pence Embossed Stamp (RM26), Dies A and 8

s

6 pence emboseed stamp. die B. There is I document recorded with the 6p stamp die B­
and 6 strikes on piece.

Non-contemporaneous use of cut-down 6 pence embossed revenue paper for a December 24. 1777

Revolutionary War Pay Order. One of two recorded examples of the 6 pence die A.



Notarized attestation of payment of a debt.

One of approximately 20 documents with the I shilling stamp.



Stamp Act of 1765  Embossed Stamps 

1 Shilling Embossed Stamp (RM26) 

 

Juror’s list used in used in Quebec City. 

One of approximately 20 documents with the 1 shilling stamp.   
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Stamp Act of 1765  Embossed Stamps 

1 Shilling 6 Pence Embossed Stamp (RM28) 

Die A 

 Two page deed with two strikes of the 1 shilling 6 pence stamp used in Three Rivers (Trois-Rivieres), 

Quebec. 

One of three documents (each with more than one strike of the stamp) with the 1 shilling 6 pence stamp. 
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Declaration used in Quebec City.  

One of 7 recorded strikes of the 2 shilling 3 pence stamp.  This is one of three copies of the die "B" stamp.   

Stamp Act of 1765  Embossed Stamps 

2 Shilling 3 Pence Embossed Stamp (RM30) 

Die B 



January 1766 marriage 

contract executed in Montreal. 

One of approximately 12 documents with the 2 shilling 6 pence stamp.   

Stamp Act of 1765  Embossed Stamps 

2 shilling 6 pence Embossed Stamp (RM31) 

Die A  
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Stamp Act of 1765 Embossed Stamps

2 shilling 6 pence Embossed Stamp (RM31)

Die A

Unused remainders of the 2 shilling 6 pence stamp on blue and beige

paper. The stamps were impressed on colored paper in order to stamp

vellum [sheepskin] documents. The stamps were attached with a staple
and there is "cypher" on the back to prevent removal and reuse of the

stamp. There are approximately 30 to 40 cut-squares recorded.

ve""
ve""

Verso showing "cyphers" covering the staple. These cyphers are thought to

be an inspiration for the penny black.



Postscript Federal Liquor License
1794-1802

--

$5.00 Federal Liquor License (RM400)

j-" -'01,".32,51.

I
I WHEREAS . ~4&f!£Cazy .. of tbt
, ~. 'if -' _..A-~Jj(.7' in tbt COlfllty if

---"Y""""~'?tr....., ill lIlt. D!Jlric7 of bd/~/U7/h.La/

~ •. '&;0; :~ ballfduly m(ldc;;!.~.!itati(jn.fo,r a Licr~~ to fill bJ' r(/~il
lcl~ h l:n 10 t::L~ _ _ _ 9 .,.......~__,cLW~~ - - - .

Now know ye, 'Ibat tbtftid . '. ' . •..M78ra:a;---:y .vi-ebmb)· littlff(d ~o
fill by 'ltOlI _ .•. _~"7~di47'/-4~~/" - at lib /k 0.4-,<-, _. 1/1

/£~-cQ-o~ --- i11 the ~- __ aflrifaid,duriJ!g Oneyearfillow­
j1Jg tbe thirtieth da)' if September, 1797 ,ill conformity with all Act if tbe Congrefi

of tbt United States,palfld Olf tht Sib day ifJ""t, 1794·

The first Federal tax stamps were issued in 1794. The tax authorizing this seal modified the earlier 1791 lax
act that led to the Whiskey Rebellion. Norwich, Connecticut, October 1, 1797 license to sell foreign distilled

spirits. with embossed $5.00 license sell liquor (RM400) also stamped with a Connecticut Supervisors' seal

(RM509).
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