“FIRE ON THE WATER” STEAMBOAT MAIL
IN NEW YORK STATE: 1808 TO 1855

EXHIBIT FOCUS: This exhibit presents the mechanisms employed by the Post Office in handling loose
letters received from steamboats. The scope is limited to the critical period starting with the earliest known
letter carried by steamboat in 1808 and ending in 1855 when the Postmaster General noted in his annual
report that mail service by steamboat had decreased by thirty percent in the previous fiscal year, primarily as a
result of the buildout of the railroads which were more reliable and efficient. The area of study is confined to
the waterways of New York because this geography served as the post office proving grounds. The new
mechanisms first introduced by the Post Office include the first markings applied to designate mail received
from steamboats (the manuscript "B"), the first contract mail route by steamboat (in 1815) and the first route
agent service (introduced in 1842).

Loose letters that were carried privately by steamboats before entering the mails at a post office mandated the
adoption of new accounting procedures. This class of mail also required new regulations and new methods of
calculating postal rates. These loose letters represent a small percentage of the letters carried by water, most of
which were carried in closed bags and therefore lack distinguishing markings. This exhibit is the first to present
a comprehensive interpretation of the post office operations, and it presents new information not previously
known to collectors about the postal laws and instructions that governed the rating of early steamboat mail.
These new discoveries reflect intensive study of the original postal artifacts, census mining and extensive use of
new resources available via the internet.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: The North River, launched on the Hudson River in 1807, became the first
commercially successful steamboat in the United States. The owners were awarded a contract to carry mail in
1815, and by 1842 the number of loose letters carried by steamboat on the Hudson River reached a point that
route agents were needed. The route agents processed and sorted for onward transmission the loose letters
picked up from wharf boxes along the route. These loose letters were essentially “late mails” that could be
dropped at the dock after the post office mail bags had been sealed.

THE POST OFFICE BLUEPRINT: Although there are occasional anomalies and special exceptions that
are noted throughout the exhibit, the overall scheme for handling loose steamboat letters on New York
waterways was established by the Post Office Acts of 1810 and 1815. The key provisions were:

Postmasters receiving loose letters of domestic origin from steamboats were to pay the steamboat master
two cents per letter. This applied to steamboats without a mail carrying contract as well as for loose letters
carried by contract carrier outside locked mail bags. Postal charges were determined in the same manner
as if conveyed by land and did not reflect the boat fee, but rather were based on the distance between the
point the letter was picked up by the steamboat and the final destination. The port of entry postmaster
had to account for the boat fee paid and reconcile his quarterly accounts with certifications filed by the
steamboat masters. These practices evolved over time, as illustrated throughout the exhibit.

EXHIBIT STRUCTURE: The waterways are ordered as shown at right.
o« The waterway is listed at the top of each page. Each waterway section is |Hudson River
organized by port of entry and further by date. Route Agent service, if |Lake Champlain

applicable, is at the end of each chapter. Long Island Sound
o Lined boxes of text at the top of certain pages explain the significance of the | Lake Erie
markings and uses shown. Lake Ontario

o The bold sub-headers at upper left identify the port of entry and the dates. |St. Lawrence River
Those at right indicate the type of markings shown.

o Boldface statements describe important items, such as the degree of rarity
based on the exhibitor’s census records and experience.

o [Italicized text explains key postal laws and instructions issued by local
postmasters and the Postmaster General.

Oswegatchie River
Seneca Lake
Skaneateles Lake
New York's East River




HuDSON RIVER MAIL

Steamboat Mail

New York led the world in the development of commercially
viable steamboats and the Hudson River served as the proving
ground. The North River (enrolled by Livingston and Fulton as
North River Steamboat of Clermont) was launched in 1807. She
was partially rebuilt for the 1808 season when she commenced a
regular operating schedule between New York and Albany. The
commercial success of North River led Livingston and Fulton to
commission three additional steamboats in 1809.

The Post Office Acts of 1810 and 1815 established the overall
scheme for handling loose letters (mail not received in closed
bags under contract with the Post Office) received from steam-
boats, and the 1823 Post Office Act was the first to declare in-
land waterways to be postal routes. The first contract to carry
mail by steamboat was awarded to Livingston and Fulton in
1815, and this signaled the beginning of a systematic effort to
replace stage coach routes with those using steamboats.

to Albany

Earliest Letter Carried by Steamboat in the United States

T%e North River
Steam-LBoat,

SAMUEL WISWALL, MASTER

(Saturday) 1 October 1808 New York City to Albany, NY, endorsed "pr Steam Boat"
carried on the steamboat North River, the world's first steam-powered, commercial vessel

entered mails at Albany as a drop letter with "1 Cent" postage due

the earliest reported letter carried by steamboat on the Hudson River



Albany, 1811

HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Entry as Ship Letter

Under the Postal Act of 2 March 1799, letters carried by ship to a seaport were to be assessed
postage at the rate of 6¢ for local delivery at the port of entry or, if addressed beyond the port,
the regular postage from the port of entry to the destination plus a 2¢ ship fee. Both New York
City and Albany, by nature of their water being tidal, were seaports. The earliest letters carried
by steamboat were therefore subject to the ship letter rules under the 1799 Act.

(Saturday) 27 April 1811 New York City to Albany carried by steamboat Car of Neptune entered mails at
Albany with 6¢ due as a ship letter for port of entry delivery

Letter of Benj. De Witt suggests a steamboat jaunt from Albany to New York and includes:

If you come down by next Wednesday's Steam Boat, you may no doubt transact the business before
Saturday so as to return to Albany in five days after you leave it. This will not occupy much of your time and it

will be a very pleasant jaunt.

STEAM BOAT NOTICE.
E public are informcd that tiic “team Boat
CAR OF NEPTUNE, captain Roorbach, will
leave New Yo:k for Albany on Saturdsy the 23d
instant at 5 o’clock in the afternoon precisely.

Arraagement for the souson will be as {ollows,
until a third boat is completed which is now buil.
,ding, viz.

The Car of Neptune will leave New York eve-
ry Saturday afternoen al 5 o’clock, and Albany
every Wednesday morning at baif past 8 o’clock.

The North River Steam Boat will leave New
York every Tuesday afternoon at 5 o’clock, and
Albany every Saturday morning at half past 8
o’clock.

N B A lstter box willin fature be kept at Mr
Vaxvzavoort’s corner of Courtland & Greens
wich streets, for the reception ofletters durcing

. thz absence of the boats
+ March 12w

This 1811 season advertisement identifies the Car of
Neptune as the regular Saturday steamer.

The last paragraph notes a letter box:

NB - A letter box will in future be kept at Mr.
Vandervoor's corner of Courtland & Greenwich
streets, for the reception of letters during the
absence of the boats.



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Albany, 1811 Entry as Ship Letter

Opposition Line Steamboat Hope

(Wednesday) 18 September 1811 New York City to Albany, endorsed "Hope, Steam Boat"
carried by Albany Co. steamboat Hope
entered mails at Albany with 6¢ due as a ship letter for port of entry delivery
the only reported example

The Albany Company commenced
running their opposition line steamboat
Hope on the Hudson River in June 1811.
This August 1811 advertisement includes
both of their new steamboats, Hope and
Perseverance. They only operated this
one season as Fulton's North River Line
quickly brought a successful suit against
them.



Albany, 1811

HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Entry as Ship Letter

A letter carried by Fulton's steamboat Car of Neptune.

(Saturday) 28 October 1811 New York City to Albany, endorsed "Steam Boat" by sender
carried by steamboat Car of Neptune
entered mails at Albany with 6¢ due as a ship letter for port of entry delivery

STEAM BOATS. |
North River steam boag, lics at Courge
laadt street wharf.%
Car of Neptune, steam boat lies at Courts
o land: steeet whart,#*
Hope, sttam bout, lics at the foot of Lib-
erty street, ,
Perseverance, steam toat lies at the foot
of Liberty street. ’
Raritan steam boat, for Amboy and New
Brunswick lies at steam beat wharf
Ba.t!cry.

* Thescare the Posts of Mr, Pulton, the in-

ventor, anc flest whe introuced the use of
Sieen in Miut Cal purpcste. - Ea.Fb,

This 1811 notice lists the two opposition line
steamers, Hope and Perseverance, as well as
the North River Line steamers, North River
and Car of Neptune (denoted with
asterisks).

¥ These are the Boats of Mr Fulton, the
inventor, and first who introduced the use of
Steam in Nautical purposes.



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Albany, 1812 / 1813 Ship Handstamps

(Monday) 6 July 1812 New York City, via Albany, to Vergennes, VT, endorsed "pr Steam"
9 July entered mails at Albany with "SHIP" and 14%2¢ due (12%2¢ rate plus 2¢ ship fee)
carried on the steamboat Car of Neptune

(Friday) 26 November 1813 New York City, via Albany, to Cooperstown, NY
30 November entered mails at Albany with "SHIP" and 12¢ due (10¢ rate plus 2¢ ship fee)
carried on the steamboat Paragon

For the 1812 and 1813 seasons, with the North River Line monopoly re-established, the
scheduled departures from New York City were: Paragon (Saturdays), Car of Neptune
(Tuesdays), and the North River (Thursdays).



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Albany, 1814 Entry as Ship Letter

Fulton's first commercially successful steamer, The North River, was retired
without publicity after the 14 July 1814 trip to Albany.

(Thursday) 14 July 1814 New York City to Albany, endorsed "Steam Boat" by sender
entered mails at Albany with 6¢ due as a ship letter for port of entry delivery
carried on the last trip of the steamboat North River

S May ticket for passage and provisions for trip #17, in 1810 on the North River steamboat
ticket for Mr. Louis Hunt is signed by Captain Samuel Wiswall



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Albany, 1815 Last Day Ship Letter

The period of ship mail usages on the Hudson River ended on 15 April 1815. A
post office contract was awarded to The North River Steamboat Company (The
Fulton Line) and on 15 April 1815 contract mail service by steamers between
Albany and New York City commenced.

Last Day Non-Contract Steamboat Service
Last Day Ship Rate on the Hudson River

(Friday) 14 April 1815 New York City to Albany
entered mails at Albany with 9¢ War surcharge rate due for port of entry delivery

This 23 March 1815 notice
published in the Albany Gazette
questions why the postmaster is
exacting a surcharge on letters
received from steamboats that
the post office treats the same as
ship letters.



HuDSON RIVER MAIL
Albany, 1815 Earliest Albany B

The Post Office Act of 30 April 1810 specified how loose letters received from steamboats were to be rated
and stated that the postmaster was to pay the master 2¢ for each such letter or packet delivered. It
distinguished between letters of domestic and non-domestic origin by specifying that the “commanders of
foreign packets,” which were covered under laws applicable to ship mail incoming from other countries,
were not to be paid the 2¢ fee.

Instructions issued by Postmaster General Granger on 12 July 1810 specified that letters carried on
steamboats were “to be rated in the same manner as if conveyed by land.” As a result, postal charges on
steamboat letters were to reflect the distance from the point the letter was picked up and destination. This
“origin to destination” standard was intended to mitigate the losses that the Post Office suffered due to
application of more favorable ship rates.

Notwithstanding the 1810 Act, letters received from steamboats continued to be rated as incoming ship
letters until 1815. The Post Office Act of 27 February 18183 reiterated the requirements of the 1810 Act,
and on 15 April 1815, Fulton and Livingston were awarded the first contract to carry mail by steamboat.

After 15 April 18185, all
loose letters delivered from
steamboats to the Albany
post office received the
manuscript "B" notation,
which  served as the
postmaster’s  mark  of
accounting and evidence of
the “origin to destination”
postal rate.

The Earliest Reported Letter with "B" (Boat) Postal Marking and The Earliest
Reported Letter Rated Based on Origin to Destination Land Rate

(Wednesday) 24 May 1815 New York City to Albany, carried on the Car of Neptune
entered mails at Albany with "B" and correct 25%2¢ War surcharge rate
based on the full distance rate between New York and Albany, not as a drop rate

For the 1815 season, three of Fulton's steamboats made four weekly trips from New York to Albany. The
steamers used were the Paragon, Car of Neptune and the Richmond. Departures from New York were on
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday.




HUDSON RIVER MAIL
Albany, 1815 Contract Mail / Albany B

Contract mails and loose letters were handled differently. The top letter was delivered into the New York
post office with endorsement to be carried by steamboat to Albany. It was postmarked and bagged for
carriage as contract mail. The lower cover was delivered directly to the steamboat, probably by a wharf
agent, and was carried on a contract steamboat but as a loose letter.

15 October 1815 New York City to Albany, triple letter endorsed for contract steamboat mail
entered mails at New York with triple rate 76Y2¢ due War surcharge rate (150 to 300 miles)

11 October 1815 New York City to Albany, single letter
entered mails at Albany with "B" and 25V2¢ due War surcharge rate (150 to 300 miles)



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Albany, 1818 Newburgh Agent

The manuscript "NewBurgh" endorsement was applied by the wharf agent at Newburgh to
indicate where the loose letter was given to the master of the steamboat. When letter arrived at
Albany, postage was based on land distance from Newburgh.

(Saturday) 12 September 1818 Newburgh, NY to Albany, by steamboat Fire Fly
manuscript "NewBurgh" applied by wharf agent
entered mails at Albany with "B" and 12%2¢ due (80 to 150 miles)
two known examples of Newburgh wharf agent endorsement

postscript to the letter, "The team is drawing up the plank from the dock”

STEAM BOAT FIRE-FLY,
Edmond Griswold, Masier.




HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Albany, 1823 / 1824 Albany B

On 22 January 1821 Postmaster General Meigs announced that the mail distance between
New York and Albany had been recalculated and found to be under 150 miles and that
postage hereinafter be reduced. This resulted in the reduction of the postal rate from 18%2
cents to 12%4 cents for a single sheet letter.

30 June 1824 New York City, single letter to Albany
entered mails at Albany with "B" and 12%4¢ due (80 to 150 miles)

11 September 1823 New York City, letter plus enclosure to Albany
entered mails at Albany with "B" and double rate postage 25¢ due (80 to 150 miles)



HuDSON RIVER MAIL
Albany, 1827 Albany B

30 November 1827 New York City to the Postmaster at Fallsburgh, NY
entered mails at Albany with "B" and "F" (free of postage for a single letter to a postmaster)

24 May 1827 New York City single letter to Utica, NY
entered mails at Albany with "B" and single rate postage 183%¢ due (150 to 400 miles)



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL
Albany, 1829 / 1832 STEAM BOAT

The "STEAM BOAT" handstamp was introduced in 1829 at Albany to replace the manuscript "B"
marking. The earliest reported use is 8 May 1829 and it is known used into the 1860s.

25 July 1829 New York City single letter to Albany
entered mails at Albany with "STEAM BOAT" handstamp and 12%2¢ (80 to 150 miles)

12 October 1832 New York City single letter to Butternutts, NY
entered mails at Albany with "STEAM BOAT" handstamp and 18%4¢ due (150 to 400 miles)



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL
Albany, 1848 STEAM BOAT

From 1 July 1845 the postal rates from single weight letters, to one-half ounce, were reduced to
five cents for distance under 300 miles, and to ten cents if over 300 miles.

19 August 1848 New York City, via Albany, to Ausable Forks, NY
entered mails at Albany with "STEAM BOAT" handstamp and 5S¢ due rate (under 300 miles)

13 April 1848 New York City, via Albany, to Norwalk, OH
entered mails at Albany with "STEAM BOAT" handstamp and 10¢ due rate (over 300 miles)



HuDSON RIVER MAIL
Albany, 1850s STEAM BOAT

From 1 July 1851 the
postal rates from single
weight letters, to one-half
ounce, were reduced to
three cents for distance

under 3,000 miles.

14 August 1851 New York City, via Albany, to Aurora, NY, prepaid 3¢ orange brown 1851 issue
entered mails at Albany with "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, prepaid 3¢ rate (under 3,000 miles)

ca. 1853 New York City to Albany, prepaid 3¢ 1851 issue
entered mails at Albany with "STEAM BOAT" handstamps in black

embossed corner card of H. M. Cool, Glens Falls Line (&) Cool's Six Day Line Canal Boats



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

New York, 1814 Steam Boat

Early Steamboat Post Office Entry

This earliest manuscript "Steam Boat"
marking used at New York City is
known in two examples. Both are 1814
uses and were treated as ship letters.

ca. 1814 Poughkeepsie, NY, via New York City, to Fort Richmond, Staten Island
entered US mails at New York as a steamboat letter with manuscript "Steam Boat"
red manuscript 6¢ due as ship rate for port of entry delivery
two known examples used in 1814

The 1814 advertisement at left lists the three
Hudson River steamboats in operation during
the 1814 season, The Paragon, the Car of
Neptune, and the North River.

¥ A e e
Judson River Steam-Boats,

At this date near the end of the War of 1812, a

For the information of the Public. oung Cornelius Vanderbilt was ferrying goods
The Pavavoy, Capt. Wiswall, will leave New Y 8 C . g 8
Yu';lf every Sulu::luy afternoon, at 5 o’clock. between the dock at Fort Richmond, Staten
‘he Can or Neeruwnr, Cupt. Roorbuch, will :
ltzulve chw-Yurk every Tues ay afternoon, at 5 ISIand) and New York Clt}’ The Ietter'PaPer has
O°ClOCK, . s " . "
The Nonra Rivix, Capt. Bartholomew, will a patriotic "eagle and shield" watermark.

leave New-York every Thursday afiernoon, at &
o’clock.



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

New York, 1823 Earliest STEAM BOAT

The Post Office Act of 3 March 1823 formally established that all waters on which steamboats regularly pass
from port to port, including coastal waterways, were to be considered post roads. Immediately following the
1823 Act, Postmaster General Meigs issued instructions that specified how to handle mails received from
steamboats, referencing and reinforcing the importance of enforcing the provisions set forth in the 1815 Act.

13 May 1823 Albany to New York City
entered mails at New York with their “STEAM BOAT” handstamp, 12%2¢ postage due
the earliest reported use of any steamboat handstamp in the United States

This 4 March 1823 circular from the General
Post Office was published in Charleston, SC on
6 May. It states in part:

... [Congress have] established all routes on
which those boats [steamboats] pass as post
routes. You will therefore charge all letters
which you receive or send by steam boats, with
postage according to the distance they are
conveyed, at the same rates as if sent through
the mail by land. The account of steam boat
letters should be kept by itself.

Handstamp steamboat markings began to be
used almost immediately after the 1823 Act.



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

New York, 1830 / 1828 STEAM BOAT

25 August 1830 Schenectady, NY, privately carried to Albany, then to New York City
"to be put in the letter box of the Steam Boat (New) Philadelphia" endorsement
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, 1272¢ postage due

Letter mentions: I have this day sent onboard the Steam Boat Philadelphia, Capt. George E. Seymour,
two baskets of plums for my daughter on Cowneck, Long Island. Immediately on receipt hereof I will

thank you to send for them, onboard the Philadelphia, and hand them over to Mr Schenck, the owner
and driver of the Hempstead Harbor Stage which leaves New York tomorrow ...

5 May 1828 Albany double letter to New York City
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, 25¢ postage due



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL
New York, 1830 / 1833 STEAM BOAT

A larger "STEAM BOAT" handstamp was introduced in 1833. Like the earlier marking, it is also
known used on mail received from coastal steamers on Long Island Sound.

STEAM BOAT

11 April 1833 Albany to New York City
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, 12V2¢ postage due

16 May 1836 Albany to New York City, free frank of Edward Mack, Postmaster of Ithaca, NY
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp and manuscript "f'(ree)



HuDSON RIVER MAIL
New York, 1850s STEAM BOAT

The larger "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, struck in black, continued to be used well into the
1860s. Postal stationery was issued in 1853 to assist in the collection of postage on private mails.

1855 Hudson, NY to New York City, prepaid 3¢ 1851 issue (yellow rose red, pos 17L4)
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp

ca. 1855 Troy to New York City, prepaid 3¢postal entire
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp



HuDSON RIVER MAIL
Catskill, ca. 1819 Catskill Boat

ca. 1819 Albany to Catskill, a turned cover that enclosed multiple letters for triple 10¢ rate
entered mails at Catskill with their manuscript "Boat" and 30¢ due
cover had been turned by addressee, Peter Beekman of Albany
the only reported Catskill "Boat” entry marking

The interior use is addressed to Beekman at Albany.
He submitted the "Law Agent's Notice” shown at left
to the Albany Gazette, in 1819. It complains of letters
received by steamboat, with no sender indication, sent
with excessive amounts of postage due.



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Kingston, 1835 / 1840 STEAM BOAT / St. Boat

Kingston, New York used several handstamped markings on mail arriving from steamboats
prior to 1850. Manuscript markings are known used concurrently.

23 November 1835 New York City to Kingston, "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, not rated
two reported examples of this handstamp

3 July 1840 New York City to Greenkill, Kingston, NY
entered mails at Kingston with their manuscript "St Boat" and 12%2¢ due rate (80 to 150 miles)
four reported examples of the Kingston "St Boat" entry marking



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Kingston, 1837 / 1839

13 July 1837 New York City, via Kingston, to Rondout, NY

S. BOAT

S.BOAT-

entered the mails at Kingston with their "S. BOAT." short (2mm) handstamp, 12%4¢ due rate

two reported examples of this handstamp

4 May 1839 New York City to Kingston, NY

entered the mails at Kingston with their "S. BOAT" taller (3mm) handstamp, 1214¢ due rate

fewer than five reported examples of this handstamp



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL
Kingston, 1842 S. BOAT / STEAM

27 April 1842 New York City to Kingston, NY
entered the mails at Kingston with their "S. BOAT" taller (3mm) handstamp, 12V4¢ due rate
fewer than five reported examples of this handstamp

14 May 1846 New York City to Kingston, NY
entered the mails at Kingston with their "STEAM" handstamp, 5S¢ due rate
two reported examples of this handstamp



HUDSON RIVER MAIL
Poughkeepsie, 1839 Poughkeepsie SB

18 May 1839 New York City, via Poughkeepsie, to Kingston, NY
entered mails at Poughkeepsie with their manuscript "SB" and 12%2¢ due rate (80 to 150 miles)
paid at Kingston with "Ch" charge box notation at foot and 12%2 inked out
forwarded to Cohoes, NY with additional 10¢ due (30 to 80 miles)
fewer than four reported examples of the Poughkeepsie "SB" entry marking



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Troy, 1842 STEAM BOAT

Prior to the introduction of the boxed "TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT"
marking in late 1848, Troy used two different handstamped markings on mail
arriving from steamboats. No manuscript markings are reported.

31 July 1842 West Point, NY, via Troy, to Albany
entered the mails at Troy with their "STEAMBOAT" handstamp, a postmark and 1212¢ due rate
carried on the Morning Line steamboat Albany
fewer than five reported examples of this handstamp

30 July 1842 advertisement listing departure of the
steamboat Albany from New York to Troy with
intermediate stops which included West Point.



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL
Troy, 1840 to 1843 STEAM

1 January 1840 Troy to New York City, contract mail use from Troy
Troy postmark, "PAID" handstamp and their "STEAM" handstamp all struck in very dark green
183%4¢ due rate, apparently the "STEAM" handstamp was here used inadvertently on contract mail
only reported example of this handstamp in dark green

3 November 1845 New York City to Troy
entered the mails at Troy with their "STEAMBOAT" handstamp (as above example but in blue)
manuscript 7¢ due rate, S¢ rate for under 300 miles but with a 2¢ fee added



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL
Troy, 1847 - 1848 STEAM

Both covers on this page show that the Troy postmaster added a two cent fee to the postage
on both letters received from steamboats for transmission as well as for office of entry
delivery. An authorization for adding the fee has not been found.

13 November 1847 New York City to Troy
entered the mails at Troy with "STEAM" and due 7¢ handstamp, rate includes 2¢ fee

30 March 1848 New York City, via Troy, to Norwalk, OH
entered the mails at Troy with "STEAM" and due 7¢ handstamp corrected to 12¢
rate includes 10¢ distance postage for over 300 miles plus 2¢ fee



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Troy, 1850 / 1849 TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT

3 July 1850 New York City to Troy
entered the mails at Troy with "TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT" and due 7¢ handstamps

1849 New York City, via Troy, to Ravenna, OH
entered the mails at Troy with "TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT" handstamp and due 12¢ rate



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Troy, 1851 TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT

The domestic use shown at top shows an additional two cents fee charged as postage due.
The use to Canada was treated under the terms of the 1851 Treaty with Canada that became
effective just three days prior to arrival in Montreal and was not charged a fee.

19 June 1851 letter addressed to Schenectady, prepaid with 5¢ 1847 issue stamp
entered the mails at Troy with "TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT" and due 2¢ handstamps

7 April 1851 New York City, via Troy, to Quebec, Canada, prepaid 10¢ 1847 issue stamp
entered the mails at Troy with "TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT" handstamp, no fee charged
9 April 1851 Montreal exchange office transit
two reported examples of ten cents 1847 issue uses with this marking
second day Treaty use to Canada



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1842 U.S. Express Mail

Route agent service on the Hudson River steamboats began in August 1842. Two agents
(arbitrarily labeled A and B) were assigned to the route. Each was supplied with two
postmarks, one for use on southbound mail with "ALBANY" at the top, and one with "N.
YORK" at the top for use on northbound mail. The two sets of postmarks can be identified
by minor differences resulting in types 1A and B and types 2A and B.

Type 1A (used by agent A)
("Y" of "ALBANY" near "S")

20 November 1842 southbound use from Albany to New York City
type 1A route agent postmark and manuscript 12%2¢ due
the earliest reported use of the Albany Express Mail marking

July 1842 New York Post Office
newspaper notice announcing the
first Express Mail Service with
messengers (route agents) onboard
steamboats between New York,
Albany and Troy and onward to
Buffalo. Notice mentions "letters
will be received onboard" as well as
"(for 30 minutes prior to departure)
a letter box being placed on board
said boat, under the lock of the
department”.



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1845 U.S. Express Mail

After the lowering of postal rates on 1 July 184S, additional sets of handstamps with
rating numerals were used by most route agents. The different forms of the rate
handstamps are useful in differentiating markings associated with a given agent.

Type 2A (used by agent A)
("K" of "YORK" close to the "S")

25 October 1845 northbound use from New York to Waterville, NY
type 2A route agent postmark with numeral "S" rate handstamp
fewer than five reported examples



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1846 U.S. Express Mail

The U. S Express mail markings used by agent "B" and his successor agents are shown below.
The town names at top are placed further away from the word above. Note that on the pair of
letters below the same handstamp was used for the rate. This confirms that both of the
postmarks were applied by the same agent (agent B).

Types 1B & 2B

1846 uses southbound Albany to New York and northbound from New York to Mohawk
type A and B route agent postmarks with identical numeral "S" rate handstamps



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1847 Hudson Riv. Mail N.Y.

For the1847 season, the two route agents serving on the Hudson River steamboats were
supplied with new postal devices with "HUDSON RIV. MAIL N.Y." text. The type 3A
device has the letters "HUD" evenly spaced while the type 3B device has the "U" closer to
the "H." The agents serving the route during the 1847 to 1849 seasons were: Jacob Clark
who was replaced by Provost Vesey on May 21, 1850 and Solomon Brown.

4 June 1847 New York City
to Canterbury, NY

Type 3A postmark

small numeral "S" rate

used only into June 1847

14 June 1847 New York City to Rhinebeck, NY
type 3A route agent postmark and larger numeral "S" rate handstamp



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1849 Hudson Riv. Mail N.Y.

The distinctive fine grid cancel device was used by
the agent carrying the type 3A postmark devices.

29 May 1849 New York City to Cooperstown, NY
prepaid with 5¢ 1847 issue stamp, type 3A postmark with distinctive fine grid cancel

2 July 1849 letter from New York City to Montreal, Canada, 4'2d. due on arrival
prepaid with 10¢ 1847 issue stamp, type 3A postmark with distinctive 17-bar grid cancel
4Y2d. due at destination



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1849 Hudson Riv. Mail N.Y.

A grid of wide bars was employed as a cancel device
by the agent carrying the type 3B postmark devices.

29 5 October 1849 New York City to Toronto, Canada, prepaid 10¢ 1847 issue stamp
"HUDSON RIV. MAIL N.Y." type 3B route agent postmark, Queenstown transit
4Y2d. due at destination

28 November 1849 New York City to Toronto, Canada, prepaid 10¢ 1847 issue stamp
"HUDSON RIV. MAIL N.Y." type 3B route agent postmark, Queenstown transit
4Y2d. due at destination



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1847 Hudson Riv. Mail N.Y.

Two agents were employed on the route during the
1847, 1848 and 1849 seasons. One used the type 3A
set of markings while the other used the type 3B set.

8 August 1847 New York to Mohawk, NY
type 3B postmark, large numeral "S" rate correcting the "10" rate

5

This style large numeral "S" with ball of "5" further away from vertical
stroke is uniquely associated with the type 3B agent postmark.




HuDSON RIVER MAIL
Route Agent Service, 1849 / 1848 Hudson Riv. Mail N.Y.

Type 3A postmarks used in 1848 and 1849 seasons.

14 July 1849 New York City to Albany
type 3A postmark, large numeral "S" rate handstamp

1S September 1848 double weight letter to Dunkirk, NY
type 3A postmark, numeral "10" due rate handstamp



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1848 / 1849 Hudson Riv. Mail N.Y.

Type 3B postmarks used in 1848 and 1849 seasons. The agents did not sell postage
stamps so any prepaid mail received had to have stamps applied by sender. The agent
who used the type 3B device usually applied additional rate handstamp without cause.

3 July 1848 New York City to Albany, prepaid with 5¢ 1847 issue adhesive
Boyd's City Express took letter to the wharf box in New York for their 2¢ adhesive
type 3B postmark, large numeral "S" rate handstamp which is redundant in this instance

17 July 1849 New York City to Pontiac, Michigan, prepaid with pair S¢ 1847 issue adhesives
type 3B postmark, numeral "10" rate handstamp which is redundant in this instance



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1850 Hudson River Mail N.Y.

For thel850 season, the two route agents serving on the Hudson River steamers
were supplied with new postal devices with "HUDSON RIVER MAIL N.Y." text.

The type 4A device has the letters "HUD" evenly spaced while the type 4B device has
the "U" closer to the "D" (covers shown on next page). The agents serving the route
during the 1850 season were: Provost Vesey from May 21, 1850 and Solomon
Brown. Markings only known used in 1850 which was the last year of route agents
onboard Hudson River steamboats.

17 July 1850 New York to Auburn, NY, prepaid 10¢ 1847 issue
type 4A postmark
the only reported example of a "RIVER MAIL" device prepaid by an adhesive



HuDpSON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1850 Hudson River Mail N.Y.

Route agents were reassigned to the Hudson Railroad effective 15 October 1851.

8 November 1850 use to Castleton, NY
type 4B route agent postmark, numeral "S" rate handstamp

there are fewer than ten reported examples of the "RIVER MAIL" device known

8 November 1850 New York City to Detroit, MI
type 4B route agent postmark and italic numeral "10" rate handstamp



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Lake Champlain served as the major communication link between
Montreal, Canada and the eastern United States. Although an
overland mail route between Albany, NY and Champlain, NY (near
Rouses Point) was completed in 1823, it was used primarily during
the brief period each year when the lake was closed to navigation.

The first steamboat to operate on Lake Champlain, the Vermont,
was built in 1809 by James and John Winans. In 1815, Captain
Jahaziel Sherman and the Lake Champlain Steamboat Company
(LCSC) built the first commercially successful steamer on the lake,
the steamer Phoenix. Captain Sherman obtained from the Fulton -
Livingston group the exclusive right to operate steamboats on Lake
Champlain. The LCSC continued to dominate steamboat
transportation on Lake Champlain long after the monopoly was
nullified by the courts.

Mail steamers on Lake Champlain operated as ferries, on local
routes with numerous stops, as well as on long through-routes over
the entire 150 mile length of the lake. The earliest known steamboat
use on Champlain is 28 July 1817, more than two years after the
ship letter period ended in New York State as a result of the Post
Office Act of 1815 and the awarding of the first mail contract to
Fulton and Livingston on the Hudson. The post office first
employed route agents to handle and assort mail on the contract
steamboat routes in 1849.

Whitehall, 1817 WHITEHALL B

A manuscript "B" was
used to identify letters
from steamboats.

28 July 1817 Montreal, Canada via St. Johns and Whitehall, to Middlebury, VT
Montreal postmark on reverse, "PAID" and 9d rate to the border, carried on steamer Phoenix
6 August entered US mails at Whitehall as a steamboat letter with manuscript "B"
Whitehall postmark and 10¢ due for 30 to 80 mile distance rate

earliest reported steamboat use on Lake Champlain



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1818 Whitehall B

The Whitehall postmaster paid the steamboat captain 2¢
for each letter received and entered the totals in his
quarterly report to the post office for credit.

5 June 1818 Quebec, Canada via St. Johns and Whitehall, to Albany, NY
Quebec fleuron postmark on reverse, Quebec Paid with 1/- rate for carriage to the border
10 June 1818 entered US mails at Whitehall as a steamboat letter with manuscript "B"
carried on steamboat Congress, Whitehall postmark and 18%2¢ due for 150 to 400 mile rate

== During the 1817 season, steamboats Phoenix and
Champlain operated between St. Johns, Canada
_;_—:=—_A=‘__ = and Whitehall, NY. After the Champlain was
m' E—r"—:—*""""""""m' : e e destroyed by a fire in her first season, she was

*"’-;:%Z—.E_s;:';r:’ ‘ replaced by the Congress for the 1818 season.

steamboat Congress



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1818 Whitehall B

Letter carried south by water
and then north by land

This letter illustrates an anomaly in the way
steamboat letters were carried on through-trips on
the lake and the way they were rated at Whitehall.

Stage 1. Letter was carried from St. Johns to
Whitehall direct by private steamboat with no
stops at US ports on the Lake that would have
required the Captain to break bulk and turn over
any letters. A distance of roughly 150 miles.

Stage 2. After entering at Whitehall the letter was
sent north to Champlain by a land route, a
distance of roughly 120 miles. Cover rated for the
120 mile distance instead of the 250 total mile
distance traveled since origin crossing of the

border.

land routes in red, water in blue

1 August 1818 by favor to Montreal, Canada via St. Johns and Whitehall, to Champlain, NY
Montreal "PAID" and 9d rate for carriage to the border
S August 1818 Whitehall postmark and "B" (atypically in black ink) as steamboat letter
Whitehall postmark and 12%2¢ due for 80 to 150 mile distance rate



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1818 Whitehall B

in black

17 September 1818 Postmaster Montreal, Canada via St. Johns and Whitehall, to Albany, NY
Montreal Postmaster James Williams free frank, Montreal two line postmark on back
black "B" of Whitehall as steamboat letter, 18%2¢ due for US distance rate

cover turned and forwarded (image 75% of original), to Quebec, Canada for publication
21 September 1818 Albany postmark, "PAID" 18%2¢ for distance to border
manuscript "1/-" Canadian postage due in manuscript



LAKE CHAMPLAIN
Whitehall, 1826 / 1832 Whitehall B

26 November 1826 Montreal, Canada via St. Johns and Whitehall, to Albany, NY
Montreal postmark, "PAID" handstamp and 1sh double rate postage to border
entered US mails at Whitehall, NY with red manuscript "B" and 37Y2¢ due rate

10 November 1832 Chambly, Canada via St. Johns and Whitehall, to Albany, NY
Chambly postmark and manuscript "Paid 4%4"(d) rate to border
entered US mails at Whitehall, NY with red manuscript "B" and 183%4¢ due rate



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1831 Captain’s Mail

Captain Lathrop's letter below was written onboard the
steamboat Phoenix. It was entered into the mails at
Whitehall without the "B" marking. This indicates that the
customary two cents Captain's payment was not made.

/ér'%‘%wa;/ /]

12 May 1831 letter of Capt. Lathrop dated "Steam Boat Phoenix," via Whitehall to Albany
entered US mails at Whitehall, NY with their postmark, "PAID" handstamp and 10¢ rate

Capt. Gideon Lathrop's letter includes:
"Mr. Townsend, our good boat is destitute of awnings .. I should be extremely glad to get the
following, one of light canvas 44 feet by 15 for the front promenade deck - one of heavy canvas
22 feet by 21 for the main deck aft - one for the deck forward something in the shape (see
illustration below) of heavy canvas. ..."



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall B free Steam-Packet Franklin

The "Steam-Packet Franklin, Captain R.W. Sherman,
Lake Champlain” packet marking illustrated below is
known used on letters dated between 25 October 1831
(this earliest known use is shown with the port of
Burlington material herein) and 24 October 1835. Itis a
private marking intended to serve as advertising and it is
the first Name-of-Boat marking used on an inland
waterway in the United States.

7 November 1831, Port Kent, VT, via Whitehall, to Auburn, NY
Free, C.B. Watson, P.M., Port Kent frank, steam-Packet Franklin packet handstamp
"B free" in manuscript applied at Whitehall, NY when it entered the US mails
earliest reported use of the Packet Franklin handstamp on letter via Whitehall




LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1832 Steam-Packet Franklin

5 March 1832, Berwick-Upon-Tweed, England carried privately to Montreal, Canada
via St. Johns, then on Steam-Packet Franklin to Whitehall, NY and to Wilmington, NC
(May 1832) manuscript "B" of Whitehall, manuscript 25¢ due for over 400 miles distance
only reported Packet Franklin handstamp on inbound trans-Atlantic mail

(August 1832) Lake Champlain to Glasgow, Scotland, endorsed "per pkt from New York"
Steam-Packet Franklin handstamp, via Whitehall, NY and to New York City
"New York to Liverpool, 1 September 1832" directive, Ship Letter Liverpool backstamp
only reported Packet Franklin handstamp on outbound trans-Atlantic mail



LAKE CHAMPLAIN
Whitehall, 1832 / 1835 Onboard Franklin

16 October 1832, onboard the Franklin at Whitehall to Hartford, CT
Steam-Packet Franklin handstamp, posted without fee paid to the Captain
16 October 1832 Whitehall postmark, "PAID" handstamp and 183%4¢ due rate

24 October 1835, Rouses Point, NY, bootlegged via St. Johns, to Montreal, Canada
Steam-Packet Franklin packet handstamp, entered Canada mails at Montreal with "1d" due
latest reported use of the Packet Franklin handstamp




LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1835 STEAMeBOAT

This "STEAM-BOAT" entry marking was used at the Whitehall post office from 1835 until
1851. Atypically, Whitehall did not postmark transit mail received from steamers. The 1851
use shown later in this exhibit proves that the marking was applied at Whitehall.

3 September 1835 Rouses Point, NY to Little Falls, NY
entered the mails at Whitehall, NY with their "STEAM-BOAT" handstamp, 18%¢ due rate
earliest reported use of a steamboat handstamp at Whitehall

LAKE CHAMPLALY STEAM BOATS.— L'1I1C Ueanld:]
boats an this far-lnmed luke, were theroughly oo
hauled and repaired during the winter, and atgh
coltmencement of navigation thre preseut sedion,
exhibited all the freshiness and neatness of nee
vossels. They ply reguladdy every day betwie
Whitehall and 81, Jolns ; though we havesea
ao handbill of any sart or msdverlisement in ay
newspaper, lrom which we could learn the regulx
days of the boas leaving either place.

I'he Franklin is still commanded by the gallm
Admiral of the lake, R. W. Sherman, and leside
being ene of the most papular, hag been ime ofile
most furtonate steamers on the American waters
She hiasa low pressure engine from Allaire’sestil
lLishwent ; and has made her passages duily b
seven vears ; during which time she hag never
lost a trip, nor met wilh an accident norhad 3 s
injured on board.  Her passages during this perid
nunther more than 1500, It is superfluous o sqy

Newspaper account at start of the 1835 steamboat season on Lake Champlain. It mentions daily
service from St. Johns to Whitehall utilizing two steamboats, the Franklin and the Phoenix.



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1837 / 1838 STEAMeBOAT

19 May 1837 Riviere Du Luc, Canada, prepaid 9d, via Whitehall, to South Berwick, ME
22 May 1837 Montreal transit, Whitehall "STEAM-.BOAT" handstamp, 18%¢ due rate

Letter to Rev.
Thomas H.
Gallaudet,
the pioneer
educator of
the deafin
America.

3 September 1838 Quebec, Canada, prepaid 11d, via Whitehall, to Hartford, CT
endorsed "To be paid through,”" Whitehall "STEAM-BOAT" handstamp, "PAID" and 1834¢ rate



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1845 / 1842 STEAMeBOAT

2 May 1845 Plattsburgh, NY to Sec. of War W.L. Marcy, Washington, DC
Whitehall "STEAM-BOAT" and "FREE" handstamp

18 September 1842 onboard "Steamer Burlington" to South Oyster bay, NY
Whitehall "STEAM-BOAT" handstamp, and manuscript 18%¢ due rate



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1848 STEAMeBOAT

26 August 1848 unknown origin point, via Whitehall, to Troy, NY
Whitehall "STEAM-BOAT" handstamp, 5¢ due rate for distance under 300 miles

18 October 1848 Montreal, Canada, via Whitehall, to New York City
Whitehall "STEAM-BOAT" handstamp, 10¢ due rate for over 300 miles



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1851 / 1856 STEAMeBOAT

S September 1851 St. Albans, VT, via Whitehall, to New York City
6 September 1851 Whitehall postmark, "STEAM-BOAT" handstamp, prepaid 3¢ 1851 issue
this letter "proves” that the "STEAM-BOAT" handstamp was applied at Whitehall

7 May 1856 onboard "Steamer Canada" at Plattsburgh, via Whitehall, to Fairhaven, VT delivered
8 May 1856 Whitehall postmark received directly to Whitehall post office, prepaid 3¢ 1851 issue




LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Rouses Point, 1823 Rouses Point Ship

24 August 1823 Burlington, VT by steamer to Rouses Point and then by land to Champlain, NY
2 September 1823 Rouses Point manuscript postmark and "Ship 8" due rate
rate was calculated as 6¢ distance to 30 miles + 2¢ ship fee
the earliest reported ship postmark on Lake Champlain
the only reported ship postmark of Rouses Point

At this date, Lake Champlain steamboats
offered two types of service. The local feeder

routes and the main non-stop daily route from
St. Johns, Canada to Whitehall.

The letter above would have been carried
from Burlington, via Plattsburgh to Rouses
Point and may have included additional stops
along the way. This could account for the
delay between date of letter and date of
Rouses Point postmark.

Rating as a ship letter is incorrect under the Post
Office Acts of 1810 and 1815 because the letter is
of domestic origin.



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Rouses Point, 1833 Rouses Point Boat

25 April 1833 Burlington, VT, via Rouses Point, VT, to Lacolle, Canada
manuscript "Boat” endorsement of Rouses Point and "B 10 + 2 = 12" due at right
29 April 1833 Rouses Point, NY manuscript postmark overwrites the "Boat" endorsement
charge box notation, 12¢ total (10¢ distance rate [corrected from 6] plus 2¢ captain fee)
evidently the recipient and had arranged to have mail picked up at the Rouses Point office

the earliest reported manuscript "Boat"” marking on Lake Champlain



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Rouses Point, 1834 Rouses Point Boat

5 November 1834 Charlotte, VT, via Rouses Point, to Chazy, NY
endorsed per "Capt. Lyon, St. Bt. Winooski" at left
7 November 1834 "Rouses Pt Bt NY" postmark and Boat endorsement, 10¢ due land rate

In 1834 the steamer Winooski began ferry service between Burlington and Port Kent, NY.

17 May 1834 Grand Isle, VT, via Rouses Point, to Champlain, NY
Rouses Point post office "Per Boat" entry endorsement and 10¢ due rate



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Rouses Point, 1837 / 1840 Rouses Point Boat

This pair of single weight letters entered at Rouses Point for delivery in Champlain but
were rated differently. The first entered as having originated onboard a steamer and was
rated for distance from entry to Champlain. The lower letter entered as having originated
at Burlington and was rated for distance between Burlington and Champlain.

14 July 1837 Whitehall, NY via Rouses Point, to Champlain, NY
sender endorsed per "Steam Boat" at left
14 July 1837 Rouses Point, NY postmark and 6¢ due under 30 miles rate to Champlain

8 September 1840 Burlington, VT via Rouses Point, to Champlain, NY
10 September 1840 Rouses Point, NY "Pr Boat" combination postmark and boat endorsement
postmark and 12%2¢ due, water + land distance rate to Champlain



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Rouses Point, 1844 / 1845 Rouses Point Steamboat

22 October 1844 Peru, NY, via Rouses Point, to Champlain, NY
22 October 1844 Rouses Point, NY postmark, "Steam Boat" endorsement and "12%4" due rate
correctly rated 12%2¢ due for 80 to 150 mile distance

30 April 184S Whitehall, NY, "via Rouses Point" to Champlain, NY
Rouses Point "Steam Boat" endorsement and "10" due rate
10¢ due rate would be correct for 30 to 80 mile distance from Rouses Point to Champlain



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Plattsburgh, 1825 Plattsburgh Ship

1S April 1825 Montreal, Canada, printed circular by steamer to Plattsburgh
21 April 1825 Plattsburgh manuscript postmark and "Ship 8" due overland rate to Champlain
rate was calculated as 6¢ distance to 30 miles + 2¢ ship fee
the earlier of two reported printed circulars from Canada that entered as ship letters

This circular was carried privately from Montreal to catch a steamer at St. Johns
that operated direct to Plattsburgh. The local service steamer did not stop at
Rouses Point or the mail would have been entered at that port.



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Plattsburgh, 1827 SHIP

7 May 1827 Montreal, Canada, printed circular by steamboat to Plattsburgh
19 May 1827 Plattsburgh handstamped postmark and "SHIP" handstamp
8¢ due overland rate to Champlain, (6¢ rate under 30 miles + 2¢ ship fee)

two reported printed circulars from Canada that entered as ship letters

29 July 1827 letter dated Rouses Point by steamer to Plattsburgh
Plattsburgh "SHIP" handstamp and 6¢ due for port of entry delivery



LAKE CHAMPLAIN
Plattsburgh, 1832 / 1834 Plattsburgh Ship

14 August 1832 St. Johns, Canada by steamer to Plattsburgh, by land to Grand Isle, VT
23 August 1832 Plattsburgh handstamped postmark and manuscript "Ship 12" due
(10¢ distance rate for 30 to 80 miles + 2¢ ship fee)

10 June 1834 Grand Isle, VT by steamer to Plattsburgh, then overland to Champlain
16 June 1834 Plattsburgh handstamped postmark and manuscript "Ship 8" due
(6¢ distance rate for under 30 miles + 2¢ ship fee)



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Plattsburgh, 1832 / 1834 BOAT / SHIP

12 October 1832 Montreal, Canada, via St. Johns and Plattsburgh, to Grand Isle, VT
endorsed "Via Plattsburgh”
16 October 1832 Plattsburgh, NY postmark and "BOAT" handstamp
manuscript 12¢ due for 30 to 80 mile distance + 2¢ ship fee
the only reported example of Plattsburgh "BOAT" handstamp

27 June 1834 Whitehall, via Plattsburgh, to Grand Isle, VT
1 July 1834 Plattsburgh, NY postmark and "STEAM«BOAT" handstamp
manuscript 12¢ due for 30 to 80 mile distance + 2¢ ship fee
fewer than five reported examples of Plattsburgh "STEAM«BOAT" handstamp



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Plattsburgh, 1841 Plattsburgh Steam Boat

"Steam Boat" endorsement applied by Ephraim
Mills, postmaster of Burlington, Vermont as an
entry and accounting marking.

6 July 1841 Burlington, VT to Plattsburgh, NY
manuscript "Steam Boat" endorsement entry and due 6¢ rate for port of entry delivery
steam-ferry Winooski made daily trips between Burlington and Plattsburgh at this date
the only reported example




LAKE CHAMPLAIN
Plattsburgh, 1844 STEAM

7 May 1844 Whitehall, NY to Plattsburgh, NY, Plattsburgh "STEAM" handstamp
correctly rated 12%2¢ for 80 to 150 miles distance by water between Whitehall and Plattsburgh

16 October 1844 Whitehall, NY to Plattsburgh, NY, Whitehall Postmaster's free frank
via non-contract mail steamer, Plattsburgh "STEAM" handstamp applied on arrival
the contract route between Whitehall and Plattsburgh in 1844 was by land
December 1844 letter from same correspondence, carried by land, does not bear the "STEAM"



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Burlington, 1819 Onboard the Phoenix

Hegnn d@ﬂz{’%/m% ?é/j/}?

27 July 1819 letter dated "Steamboat Phoenix" carried outside the mails to Burlington, VT
letter of John Clapp requesting a recipe for Parmesan cheese to be sent to him at Boston
earliest reported letter written aboard a steamboat on Lake Champlain

The Phoenix was a side-wheel paddle steamer built in 1815 by the Lake Champlain Steamboat
Company at Vergennes, VT, under the direction of Jahaziel Sherman. The 146’ long vessel
reached a speed of 8 miles per hour. She was the second steamer to sail on Lake Champlain,
after the Vermont (launched in 1808), which was the first regularly operated steamship
anywhere. She ran for four seasons between Whitehall, NY and St. Johns, Canada. In 1817, she
carried President James Monroe from Burlington, VT to Plattsburgh, NY.

On 4 September 1819 she caught fire after departing Burlington when she <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>