Austria and Empire

Return receipt (RR) service in the Austrian Empire, to 1875

Austro-Hungarian Empire. Austrian AR service, known mostly as Refour Recepisse (no accents)

THIS exhibit covers all entities that were part of the Austrian Empire, or from 1867, part of the
(RR) began at least as early as 1779 [R]. It was used extensively throughout the Empire.

Comments, suggestions, corrections, criticisms are welcome and solicited (don’t pull any punches, I
have thick skin). I can be reached at rochelle2@sympatico.ca.

For international post-1875 Austrian AR material, see the mini-exhibit on Richard Frajola’s site,
https://www.rfrajola.com/DH2019/DH10.pdf.

Notation on covers was normally (gegen/erga) Retour Recepisse. Some RR forms in the early years were
titled merely Recepisse or Rezepisse (receipt), but from the wording on them, it is clear that they were RR
forms (the addressee is required to sign the form thereby acknowledging receipt), rather than simple
registration receipts (which later were denoted Aufgabs-Recepisse).

Organization of the exhibit
General information, including currency, weights, and rates, as well as descriptions of generic RR
forms
Return receipt forms. This is subdivided into those for registered letters, and those carried in the
Fahrpost, each section arranged chronologically. The latter were parcels and letters of value (often
containing cash). These range from 1819—1875, and are almost always domestic. International RR
use in this period is rare, but there are a couple, to Sweden, and to some German states.
Return receipt covers. Even domestically, these are not common, but there is further difficulty in
identifying them. The ones shown here range from 1818—1875, with a few to foreign destinations,
arranged chronologically.
Mystery items. Some covers, clearly marked Refour Recepisse, cannot be dated (many handstamps
in this period did not include the year); a would-be spectacular item, from the Austrian office in
Constantinople, is mysterious for an additional reason. And there is a letter of value cover, for
which I don’t know the rates.
RR or not?. These are covers for which I am uncertain that R R applied. They may be marked merely
(erga) Recepisse, which is ambiguous, because it could refer merely to a request for a registration
receipt for the sender (this is discussed in more detail). And in at least one case, I could not read
the words preceding or following Recepisse.
Comments on the exhibit I am not satisfied with this exhibit. I don't have anything preceding 1809, nor do
I have very many 1850s stamped RR forms. I have only a handful of non-domestic items. In addition,
I am not really sure that most of what I have written is correct.

General information Most of the following is from [N].
The expression £.t. (and variants; this is discussed in the kuk or kk subsection of [N]), that is, k k., is an
abbreviation of kaiserlich und kéniglich (imperial and royal), and appears on practically all documents
of the Austrian Empire. It is an easy way to distinguish official Austrian documents from those of
other German-speaking entities.
The expression ex offo (and variants) means ex-officio, and refers to mail sent from government offices,
almost always with no postage required.
Any of frei, franco, porto on a cover means that the postage has been fully prepaid by the sender; the
first is explained by the fact that the letter was free for the addressee (sometimes even registered
letters were not fully prepaid, in which case what was left was collected from the addressee).
Loth is a unit of weight, equal to 1/30th of a Zollpfund (fund), which in turn weighed 500 grams;
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sometimes the Vienna Loth was used instead, but both are close to each other.

The Austrian Gulden (in Hungary, forint) was divided into 6o kreuzer. Florin is the Italian name for
the Gulden, and explains (?) why the abbreviation is fl, not Gu. In 1858, the Gulden was divided
into 100 kr.

A German mile (G-mile) was the equivalent to about 7.6 km (a very big mile; the current Imperial mile
in the Us and UK, and formerly in Canada, is only about 1.6 km). This is very close to, if not identical
to, the Austrian post-mile (Meile).

Rates

From 1817—42, domestic letter rates were based on distance (measured in the number of relays) and
weight (measured in Loth). They could be prepaid or partially prepaid, or even sent completely unpaid
(for the sender to pay on receipt). The office of origin was supposed to write on reverse of the cover
the charges that had been prepaid, and on the front, the remaining charges, for the addressee to pay.

In 1842, distance charges were eased on domestic mail; there were three classes, local (within the
delivery radius of a post office), up to 10 German miles (76 km—these are big miles!), and more than
10 G-miles; in 1843, the 10 G-mile condition was replaced by 20. In 1848, rates for an interpolating
distance of 10—20 G-miles were introduced, and in 1849, the 20 G-mile zone was extended to 30.

Registration was introduced in 1789, and in the stampless period was typically indicated by a red
crayon or black pen grille, which resembles MM with cross-bars. Registered letters were charged an
additional 2 kr if senders merely wanted a (printed) receipt (Aufgabs—Recepisse) from 1817; until 1826,
they could prepare their own, thereby avoiding the charge. This charge was dropped in 1842. However,
return receipts (to be signed by the recipient and returned to sender) are more complicated.

Use of stamps [M] When stamps were issued (1850), their use was compulsory on domestic letters, and
a month later, on mail to countries of the German-Austrian postal union; this was gradually extended,
until 1856, when their use was compulsory on all mail.

The registration fee had to be prepaid by stamps on all mail. Until December 1865, stamps paying
the registration fee to a domestic destination were to be put on reverse of the cover. They can still be
found on reverse well after this date.

For RR, on domestic mail, the fee had to be paid in stamps from the outset (at least according to
[M]). There are plenty of RR forms from 1850—1870s with no stamps; presumably, these were all sent
ex-officio (on government service). The RR fee was to be paid in stamps on the RR form (not the
registered letter).

On foreign mail, the registration fee could be paid in cash until the period in which the rest of the
postage had to be paid in stamps. From 1863, parcels were subject to a tax of 5 kr.

For the stampless period (pre-1850), rates were obtained from [N]; for the period after 1850, from
[H]; RR fees were obtained from [R].

17 June 1817—31 July 1842

Domestic postage for letters in the period were determined by distance, in terms of the number of
relay stations (given by r in the formula below), and weight, in terms of half-Loths (given by 1), up to
a maximum of G:

1
P A 9-‘ - 2h kreuzer.

This compactly represents 2 kr for each half-Loth and three (or part thereof) relay stations. Recall that
there were 6o kr to the florin at this time.
Registration (domestic) was 4 kr; a registration receipt from the post office cost an additional 2 kr.
This causes problems, as a marking such as gegen Recepisse on a registered cover may not mean Retour
Recepisse (as would indicated by gegen/erga Retour Recepisse and variations), but could just be a request
for a registration receipt, and cost an additional 2 kr.
R R Both domestic and foreign, 12 kr.
Prepayment in full or part was not required.
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Procedures Rates were normally written in red crayon, until 1833. From then, main and branch post
offices were supposed to use red ink for prepaid letters, and black for (completely?) collect. The office of
origin was to indicate on the back of the cover the charges that had been paid, and on the front, the
charges to be paid by the addressee.

1 August 1842—28 February 1843

Three distance zones replaced the relay charges.

Local letters (that is, within the same delivery zone, or within a city) were charged a flat rate of 2 kr,
up to three Loths.

Distance < 10 G-miles 6 kr for the first half-Loth, and additional 3 kr for each of the next two quarter-
Loths, and then G kr for each subsequent half-Loth, to a maximum of 3 Loths total.

Distance > 10 G-miles 12 kr for the first half-Loth, G kr for each of the next two quarter-Loths, and
12 kr for each subsequent half-Loth.

Registration 6 kr, but now the registration receipt came for free (or in other words, the 2 kr receipt
charge was folded into the former 4 kr fee).
RR <10 G-miles G kr, otherwise 12 kr.

One might expect that erga/gegen Recepisse marked on a letter would now mean Retour Recepisse, but
it seems more likely that this was just a leftover reflex from the previous era.

1 March 1843—31 May 1848
The distance zones were increased to more or less than 20 G-miles; the rates (including those of reg-
istration and R R) otherwise unchanged.

1 July 1848—-31 March 1849

A new distance zone of up to 10 G-miles was introduced, at 3 kr for the first half-Loth, 5 kr for up to
s Loth, 6 kr up to one Loth, and 3 kr for each subsequent half-Loth. Registration remained 6 kr. Rr
became 3 kr if local; 6 if 20 G-miles or less; and otherwise 12 kr.

1 April 1849—31 May 1850

20 G-mile zones were replaced by 30 G-mile zones.

1 June 1850—31 October 1858

Stamps introduced. In 1858, the florin was revalued, so that one florin was made up of 100 kr, rather
than the former 6o.

Local 2 kr per Loth

< 10 G-miles 3 kr per Loth

107—20 G-miles G kr per Loth

> 20 G-miles g kr per Loth

Registration 3 kr if local, 6 kr otherwise

RR 6kr

1 November 1858—31 December 1865
Local 3 kr per Loth

< 10 G-miles 5 kr per Loth

10" —20 G-miles 10 kr per Loth

> 20 G-miles 15 kr per Loth
Registration 5 kr if local, 10 kr otherwise
RR 5 kr if local, otherwise 10 kr

1 January 1866—30 June 1873
Local 3 kr per Loth

Domestic 5 kr per Loth
Registration and r R unchanged
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1 July 1873—31 December 1882
Local 3 kr per 15 grams
Domestic 5 kr per 15 grams
Registration and R R unchanged

Retour Recepisse forms

Austrian R R forms come in numerous sizes, papers, colours, and with or without stamps (both possible
after stamps were issued). They are typically cut (or torn) from a larger sheet, which results in varying
margins. There is often a frame. The text is usually in Fraktur (Retour DRecepisse), but the version of
Fraktur varies. Sometimes the head is given in roman.

The following is the typical wording of a return receipt for registered letters. Fraktur takes a little
while to learn to read. But this is nothing compared to reading Kurrentschrift, the now-obsolete
handwriting of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

PRetour—NRecepisse

Dass ich 0as, bei dem £.L. Postamt ju
am  ten 184 rvebommanditt aufgegebene Gehreiben unter Adresse:

am untengestzen Tage vichtig echalten habe, bezeuge ich mit meinter eigenhoendigen LUnterschrift.
oen  ten 184
Unterschrift:

3ur Nachricht
1) Die Recepissegebuhr ist vom Aufgeber entrichtet worden.
2) Der Empfaenget ist gehalten, das Datum einjusetzten, und
Oie Namensfertigung beizusugen.

Dieses Recepisse wolle mit evstem Postsage an das obengaenante

Postamt 0er Aufgabe juruckgesendet roerden.
Some pairs of characters in the originals are ligated (e.g., § for {3, &) for ch), but it was too much bother
to duplicate the typography. There are also long esses, eszetts, and various other things. Wording and
placement varies from form to form. Early forms use the spelling Rezepisse, as ¢ is not a full-fledged
member of the alphabet in German (it normally only appears in ch or ck). Some non-registered mail
(such as parcels or letters of value [it is preferable not to use the expression money letters for the latter,
as this will cause confusion]) could also be sent with R R, but in the Fahrpost.

A rough translation follows.
Return-Receipt

I have received from the K.K. post office of [Office name], a [letter]
dated [day] of the [month] [year], a registered letter from the following address:
[address of sender]

I testify via my handwritten signature that I have received it today in good condition.
Signature:

Information
1) The return receipt fee has been paid by the sender.
2) The recipient is required to insert the date, and add the name.

This receipt is to be sent via the first post to the post office of origin.

For Fahrpost, which involves packages and letters of value (as opposed to Briefpost, which carried
registered letters), the wording is somewhat different.
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PRetour—NRecepisse

Dass ich 0ie nachbenannte, bei dem £.E. Postamt ju
am  ten 18 aufgegebene Gendung unter der Adresse:
bestebende in mit im Werth von fl. e
Pund Loth schioer, am untengesetzen Tage tichtig erhalten, begeuge ich mit meiner eigen—

hoendigen Unterschrift.

oen  ten 18
Unterschrift:

Aur Nachricht
1) Die Recepissegebuhr ist vom Aufgeber entrichtet worden.
2) Der Empfaenger ist gehalten, das Datum einjusetzten, und
Oie NMamensfertigung beizusugen.

Dieses NRecepisse wolle mit evstem Postsage an das obengmenante
Postamt 0er Aufgabe juruckgesendet roerden.

Return-Receipt

I am the recipient of a parcel [ ... | from the K.K. post office of [Office name],
mailed [day] of the [month] [year], from the following address:

[address of sender]
insured for florins, kreuzer, weighing Zollpfunds, Loth; I testify via my handwritten
signature that I have received it today in good condition.
Signature:
Information
1) The return receipt fee has been paid by the sender.
2) The recipient is required to insert the date, and add the name.
This receipt is to be sent via the first post to the post office of origin.
References
[H] Website of the Hungarian Philatelic Society of Great Britain, http://www.hpsgb.com/special.html
(special rates)

[M] Edwin Mueller, Austria, Mercury Stamp Journal, #15 (1950) 77—82 and #16 (1951) 102—110; down-
loadable from Richard Frajola’s website,https://www.rfrajola.com/MS]J/Austria.pdf

[N] New friends of old Austrian letters, website of the Austrian Philatelic Society (GB),
http://www.austrianphilately.com/altbrief/; also some rates at
https://www.austrianphilately.com/articles.htm

[R] Christian Horter, editor, Riickschein, avis de réception, return receipt, Munich Collectors Club, vol 5,
no year. In German, with English summaries
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Austrian RR forms

Very early form, 1807. Signed, but the date of receipt is not filled in. Recepisse in roman (also appears in
text)—mno Refour; but the wording indicates that this is a return receipt, not an ordinary registration receipt.
Printed for the post office at Asch. NB is an earlier indication of a registered letter.



Austrian RR forms

= ‘f "/g Retour:meﬁcp[ﬂ'e.

@aﬁ ub Enbesaefertigter heut Dato Bas ton bem Egifeel, lﬁﬂgf. Ejm. -
Pofaritte a?nfi&ﬂ qf wich unlwt gegen Regepiffe ttmmuuimeam- _

X ben 0D, i Cee _ xuﬁ
3 yiter ver mﬂ'ﬁaft NB. s o £ 7;' M’m/

- Mk i ;;m, m&«:"‘aﬁu/ :
richtia ;u mclueu -bénb: Bau » Deseuget me iiamm ge
scttignng Datum Fow /iwrlf .,?

Dicfes von dews Empfanger uuterfcbmkm Resepiffe ift exfien Wﬁs md‘ :
Jotigan in Bdpuen :msuftm

Early form, 1819. Properly signed. Refour in roman, but Fraktur Rezepisse, with z instead of c. This particular
one refers to taiserl. fonigl. bohm. Postamt ju NRotitzan. NB is an earlier indication of a registered letter.

gNﬁ 40 ‘BET'SU' _RECEPISSE
e .“‘\_'-. g * ¥ ,'“I.—-ﬁ-“h—o—:"‘ -

.

Ueter cin von dem £.2, Abfag.- Poftamte 31 Boken dd. I4t¢ M usug
refommandivted Schreiben mit AdDdrefie an j:{/.‘?/:) ,_} uu-;g
Pebinl A ;

weldyes i) Endesgefertigter empfongen habe,
Sy -t
Sign. “W [ sl v 1328

O A 0B 0L OO

Gegenmdrtiges Mecepiffe iff mit erffer Poft unterfertigter anbero gu retournierer.

i
i
i
H
h
i
8
%
Y
it
§

Rated on reverse, 1825. Properly signed. RETOUR-RECEPISSE., rest in Fraktur. Red crayon 4 (kr) on reverse, the
only rate marking I've seen on an RR form. While 4 kr was the registration fee at the time, it could also
represent double half-loth postage, or single half-loth and four to six relay stations. Being on reverse, it
probably indicates prepayment.



Austrian RR forms

L ¢ 'zn .
Ex Qf‘f:o : : "" LT
Wird ersuchet solches mit nichster Padova
Post gefertigter anher zu senden.
\
Y LJ‘ verer LT TALLE

From Padua to Wels (Upper Austrza) 1826. Folded letter sheet military, ex-officio.
/825 B £
Y
Litiera % Ne S 4{/
Padua am // f{/éﬂ V7 4
7 / -

Das Kaiserlich Koniglich. Venetianische General Comman-

do versendet ein mit dessen Inmegel wohl verwahrles

Dienstschreiben :v'.nthulteﬂdS 15.1 £ m/ ¢ . aig;/gz
An(fjﬁ e //Zf.x’..,f “d‘. <14 ,a,/
- /‘/ Loriasn a)l‘(/l %’;6’4’ Mﬂé/ ;J /782,’?0. {f‘
Ex offc _ : UL F i
I "~ Recepisse 3; :

Dasz das vorberiihrte Dienstschreiben samt Anschlass unter
dem beutigen dato mir Gefertwten richtig zu Handen

gelangt sey, wird" bestattiget.  Sig. / 2 /’ 2

o



Austrian RR forms

From the main post office in Vienna, 1836. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. No
MRetour, but it is clearly signed for. Refers to a registered letter. Fancy frame.




Austrian RR forms

Similar to 1836 form except for printing on reverse, 1837. To local authorities.

From Posoritz (now Posorice in the Czech Republic) to Hradisch (now in Czech Republic), 1836. Properly signed. All in
Fraktur, with 3 in Recepisse. Not referring to a registered letter. Fancy frame.



Austrian RR forms

From the main post office in Vienna to Wilfersdorf, 1839. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. No fRetour, but it is
clearly signed for. Refers to a registered letter.

z‘ s

,,; )M;ﬁ/

| asg&fpu' niges =
e e e e e as ;ﬁwmmmmm RN
: Fg wird evfudgt , biefes von bm @m{&m« untevidyriebene Stc;e\nﬂ'c mit  erftem

ﬁ-‘oﬂtm an tas £ £ Poftamt ju Budibis in Mapren eingujenden.

rom Budwt -(o Budg]ovzc zn the zech Reulic), 14. Unusual pelig of PRecepisse. Underneath is the
Aufgabs-Recepisse (ordinary registration receipt). ‘Bejzahlt nichts appears lower left.



Return receipt with its corresponding registration receipt

| No: Ne- 25 Bricfsoit.

SRctout:!thcpiffc. .
{ i)as i) bad, bei dem L1 _ Poftamfe ju ¢ &Mt/t&%z

|
| am /’\7"" PElolon 184 .Qre!ommanburr aufgegebene Schreiben uditer Udreffe: J

/ f%u e /’fmy /» %ﬂ ey /3
J nm untengef¢Gien Tage

ridhtig erbalten habe, begeuge id) mit meiner ﬂgm!;anb:gm Unterfdyrift,
.;/J:en FE A< 34

nter{dyrift :
Pernd P 4{/{{) : : |
Bur madjndy Z!Avf?/%m -
gl 1) Dite Receplfegedibe I vorn Aufgeber entridiet werden, - s

8) Der @mpfinger ift gepalten, tas Datam elngufesen, uab Q--
o tle Namentfectigung beijufigen.

. f" ~Diefes Recaplifc oole mit erfem Pofttags oo Paé obeagenannte Pofamt dec Hufgabe guciidgefendet werden .

From Nikolsburg, 7 October 1843. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. Refers to a registered letter. Briefpost at
upper left.

 Biefpof. -'@'J"
' Aufgabs - Recepiffe.

Llfm ein Te?nmmanbutee Sdyeiben unter der bereﬂ'e'

e Z’/A@,

weldyes am beutigen Tage blewrre ridytig aufgegeben worden tﬁ

Dufiie ift bei der Aufgabe i B NS | 2% B am ten me}
bezablt wnrben.fg L\l"\" L»Jh; nls ' F)i’? '
An Franco ; .l & ‘ Pr. L Poftamt

®ebiipe
.8 e J— 6 »

» Refommandationd-

Fibr ein Retour=NRecepiffe beyeidy- .
net mit No» SRR 1)

Bufamnen . . . -l 9tr.

Same date; both refer to number 35. The rates are itemized: 18 kr letter postage (probably one Loth, at a
distance exceeding 10 G-miles), 6 kr registration, and 12 kr for return receipt service.



Austrian RR forms

Z Briefpoft. ;
Retour-Rece

‘ maP“Aﬂem L &C Poftamte gu )_Q
'3 “a , 1 34 .} rerommaubtrt au

IJ F * - . -
227 / i .. : —

S

+

| untengefegten
1845
Unter{drift:

Sur Nadyridyt.
; Die Recepiffegebiipr ift vom Hufgeber entridet worden.
2) Der Gmpfdnger ift gepalten, bad Datum eingufesen, und
bie Mamensfertigung beizufigen.

Dicfed Recepifie wolle mit exfem Pofitage an das obengenannte Puflamt der Aufgabe gurficgefendet werden.

From Prague (Bohemia), 1843. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. Refers to a registered letter.

Briefpofl.

| Retour-Recepiffe.
; " s

; (}Daﬁ iy bas, bei bem E. Pﬁ. oftamte ju Gm
a_m.ZJ ten fw’-’ ~ 184% refommanbdirt aufgegebene Sdyreiben unter Udreffes
i am untengefepten Tage ridhtig e?a!ten habe, begeuge id) mit meiner eige

gf;%'m’? ? ben ?/’ﬂn

Bur Nadridt.

il 1) Die Recepiffegediivr it vom Aufgeber entridhtet worden.

2) Der Gmpfanger it gebalten , das Datum eingufesen, und
bie Mamenséfectigung beijufigen.

184 &
Unterjchrift : Y

Diefes Recepffe wolle m't erftem Pofttage an das obengenannre Poftamt der hufqaln."'

From Geras, 1844. Properly signed. Refers to a registered letter.



Austrian RR form

From Vienna to Graz, ex-officio, 1845. Properly
signed. Printed, mostly in Kurrentschrift. Folded
letter sheet, sent to the General Command (?).




Austrian RR forms

|
|

B

i

y i

0- A 7 Briefpoft. - 3] - 5
S‘tetoutsﬂ‘tecw @

@aﬁ'id;) basg, b idem B L Poframte ju ma%w) :
Y7

am 3 ten 184 "vefommanbivt aufgegebene Schreiben unfer Adreffe s

‘-’ff“{:; . /,,,,_///,,.,;.! W/
{ - i (%:! . . s .
am up esten Tage ridytig erhalten habe, [_ug,e ge}:?n’lt mei enhandigen Unterfdrift.
* = b 2L A A%

. A 184S
£ : '
: - Unterfdyrift: .
& L. ok
Sur Nadridt. ” ///f S
1) Die Recepiffegediihe it vem Aufged tridpfet den. L s
23 Der (Em:l&n:;u i%tp;alt'::, hﬂ‘%):rrng :;;:feszz,tu:fn )

bie Mamensfertigung deijufiegen.

B Dieies Necepifie wolle mic erfem Pefitage an des obengenannte Poftamt der Aufgabe gurlidgefendet werden.

L -

From ??, 182{5. Properly signed. Refers to a regfstered letter.

Ne. ST m:tefpe;t. - ’30 oz

; - Retour-Recepiffie.
Dig idh das, bei bem P F. Poftamte ju éﬂﬁzﬁfv&/ﬂ% '
am Pt lj,é%&f?ﬂ- 184 & vefommandict aufgegebene Schreiben unter Adreffe s

&4&3 /Jyﬁcé[z%“ sHoreadd oo . Z/}ﬁd”".’/

am untengefesten Tage richtig exhalten habe, beyeuge ich mit meiner ejgenhdpdigen Unterfrift.
- ben 24/ ten Q%/W 184¢%

| . - zuterfd;rift: ,éé
gl 7 e
Bur Nadridt. ' W _

1) Die Recepifiegebilhr it vom Aufgeber entridtet worden.
2) Der Gmpfinger i gepalten, bas Datum eingufesen, und
bie RNamensfectigung beizufiigen.

Diefes Reeepiffe wolle mit erftem Pofitage an Das obengenannte Poftamt der Aufgabe guriidgefendet werden.

. ==

From Purkersdorf to Vienna, 1845. Properly signed. Refers to a registered letter.



Austrian RR forms

From Hohenmauth, 1846. Properly signed.



Austrian RR forms, 1850—

Austria issued stamps in 1850, and from this date on, registration and R R fees were to be paid in stamps, and
in the case of RR, on the form. Sometimes the stamp is on the front, sometimes on the back (as here). Until
1866, stamps paying the registration fee were to be placed on the reverse of the registered item, but there
does not appear to have been a regulation governing the placement of stamps on RR forms.

NO- - 4 Bricfpoft.
' Netour=NRecepiffe. S5
CASCIHAU. B g3
SJaﬁ w(; ng8 bei bem t. T Poftamte Fu a5 i
am 7 Lo~ 185 refommanbict aufgegebene Sdyreiben unter Adreffe: -—*';7

Fas ] -
v 4 v
3 ~ =t o r L 2y . . o l ]

am unfengefegten Lage t;d;t:g erbalten babe, Bejeuge i) mit meiner ergenbhnbigen llntetfd;nft
den J tem ./' ccepher 1850

AA.V 2 P

o Unterfdrift:
\ \ B: @\
Jur Nachricdht:-TS5HS ’3/ 4/%4) r? % ]

1) Die Recepifiegebiibhr ift vom Aufgeber mtru:ﬁtel worben,
2) Der Empfanger it gebalten, Pad Datum einjujegen,
und bie Namen&ferligung beiufigen.

Diefes Mecepiffe wolle mit exftem Pofitage an tas obengenannte Poftamt ber Nufgabe juridgefendet werben.
e VA sl e i e o ot o e A R e e SR A R R

@aﬁ i) das, bei be& 3 Poftamte ju ( vt
am )7 ten a/%é 134‘Lrefommanbf'£*a"‘g dreiffen unter Ydreffe:

Fm Skt AaYal

-am untengefepten Qage vidhtig evhalten habe, begeuge id) mit meiner elgenbanblgen Unterfdhrift, [§ - .

e den o ten 185 °
Unterfchrift :
. Fofourond B2 for g
_ Sur Nadridt. j 7, "
1) Die NRecepifjegebithe ifi vom Aufgeber entricditet morde %74“.,," o
gl 2) Der Empfinger ift gebalten, das Bbatum etnau[esen urr:b / /"{P",

Die amensfectigung beizufiigen. ‘,4&

‘-M""_-N-..

| Diefes S'tecetit'e wolle mit erftem Pojtiage an das obengenannte Poftamt ber Anfgabe juridgefendet werden.

From Konigsaal (Zbraslav, a district of P?ague) to Prague, 1852 (one of the occurrences of the year date 184 has not
been corrected). Payment of 6 kr R R fee by stamp. Despite appearances, the Prague datestamps on front and
back are the same.




Austrian RR forms without stamps

There are a lot of RR forms in this period with no stamps, and no indication of payment (in fact, it is
quite unusual to find an RR form with a stamp in the 1850s). This is probably because these were sent on
government service (ex-officio).

,AJ.M.-—'

3 i-‘ /}'?%ﬂt

75, )IL,

3ur ml . : = >
Die Recepiffegebibe i worten. iy ¥ —g
Bi--io . o e > |
unb bie Ramen I.ns irl;&fi;i - e | ,
S Q;E;ﬂwQﬁug
[ Suﬁl Recepife mm n&w an S e T

— _Je?;f'.quﬂ_a s = 10,4 T

From Troppau (now Opava in the Czech Republic) to Teschen, 1852. Properly signed. Small size. Refers to a registered
letter.

From ??, 1855. Not signed. Refers to a registered letter.



Austrian RR form without stamps

e <y e W W W e W W W W T W W W W W W BB W

Nro. OJJ/

Netour : Viecepiffe.
Wiser ein»  Rmerfdbter £ €. begintsgericlive (2~ pep”

¢

(

)

$

! oy

) welde - unter der Q[uﬂ'l:btl‘fté)w/. /;f Z an %/»M
/
¢
/
/
/
?
¢
fe

miv Gndesunterfertigte  unter heutigem Tage 3u eigenen Handen vicdytiq gugeftelt

z - | ('
Sign. / Ko P W 185 7
(‘ -

- . h‘.‘\.ﬁ.“\.%"\-"\.“&-‘\.“ﬁ.‘\.‘\y

From Rémerstadt to Olmutz, 1854. Properly signed. Quite different design; printed locally.

~ Diefer von dem @m;fﬁnget eigenhdandig unterfertigte Empfangichein. ift mit
eritem Pofttag an das £ £ Romerftadter Abfas - Poftamt juriickzufenden.




Austrian RR forms

Both from Landskron (now in Czech Republic) in 1858, with print data Drtuctsorte Dr. 226.—almost iden-
tical, except the top one has a comma after the 6, rather than a period (frames are slightly different, too).

ga& id bae, Bei bcmf S Poftamte gu

am /- Z i 185,/ refommanbditt aufgegebene Sdyreiben unter Advefe :

%/ rrfazz;l %7( f-ﬂ-. ZZ#«-J&)

am 1mtcugefctsfcn Tage richtig etfmf o fabe, begeuge idy mit meiner etgmganblgen Unterfeheift.
ben /57 ten

Jur Nadhricht,

1) SJle Recepiifegebiihe it vom ﬁiufgetnr entridytet worben.
2) Der Gmpfinger ift gehalten, tad Datum eingufepen,
und bie Mamendfertigung bebsufiigen.

Drudforte Nr. 226,

Diefes Necepiffe walle.mit erjtem Pofttage an bas obengenannte Poftamt ber Mufgabe juridgefendet werder.

To Leitomischl (now in Czech Republic).

’No. Briefpofi. 2,2 2 o = |
Retour=Recepiffe. |

o : |

@aﬁ i)y dad, bei dem f. F ~ Poftamte ju Lt e F LTI S i

am Fg# e M 18 }" tefommarbwf aui’gegebene Sehreiben unter Abreffe : *l

| | |
tém untengefepten %aytg cthalten habe, begenge idy mit meiue%cjifzit Unterfdyrift. l
2 M den / Ao 185

Hnterfchrift
L A

Diefed Mecepiffe wolle mit erfem Pofitage an bad obengenannte Pofamt ber ufgabe juriidgefenbet wel

Jur Nachridht.

1) Die NRecepiffegebithe ift vom Aufgeber ezttrnd;m worben.
2) Der Cmpfanger ift gehalten, das Datum eingufeen,
und bie Tamendfertigung Bt:sufugen

Drudforte Nr. 226,

7Y =L

To Hohenstadt (Baden-Wiirttemburg, Germany). International use.



Austrian RR forms
Seemingly identical r R forms for registered letters, from Leoben, 1858.

Retour-Recepisse.

@nﬁ idh Gubedgefertigter Heute pag von der f f. Steierm. Berghauptmannjdaft bei
pem F F. Poftamte u @eoben wnterm /}" 04-45 fm -f-ff / 4. b

9’/1 /
aujgegebene rewmmnnmm Sehreiben an % Skl e
;1?"“%7 Icuttenb, vidtig exhalten Habe, Bezengt meine cigen-
fiandige Unteridhrift, _ W, A ? ‘o85SI

Diefee Receviffe wird, von dem Embfinger gehivig bativt und unteridyrichen, mit erfiem Pofitage an bie £ L.
Berghauptmannidaft in Lecben tntfgmml'm exfudt, —_————

b [
R 4-0--!!--'--‘ L tal

To ??. Properly signed.

Retour-Recepisse.

Daf i Guvesgefertigter Heute bas von ber F. f. Steierm. Berghauptmannidhait bei

- Y e T\l 14 Hree SIS
bem £ f. Bofiamte u Leoben muterm £~ Le 7 ot 2 7;_"}6)”

frece
aufgegebene recommanbdivte Sehreiben an Hos D e / i Gt

ju Pt ther / lautend, riditig cvbalten habe, Begewgt meine cigen-
Hianvige Unterjdrift. "
'%«4@ ‘Mé«r
Sign. d’l) o
I| il
.'S}urre Simrlﬁe wirh, Bon hm\ Guyfinger gebérig bativt umd trntnfd;mim mit :rﬂm Bnﬂmg! an bie f. f.
Berghauptmannidaft in Eecben erfuudht.

e

- _..._-w,—wﬁ"""'
. e S

To Voitsberg (Styria).

Head in bold roman, rest Fraktur.



Austrian RR forms

S

From (Sankt) Roman (Upper Austria) to Munich, 1858. Properly sined. Printing note at left, Drucksorte Nr. 226.

From ?? to Baja (Lower Austria), 1860 (printed 185). Roman head. Properly signe. Printing data Fotm 91r. 100
Juo.



Austrian RR forms

J‘,ﬁfgzﬁj sr%’
MRetour-: mecentfﬁ.

baﬁ iy 2 2 bei dem £ E Poftamte ju
von dem E F. % o um/‘ 1867.

| refommandire fgegzbene [y
w/ e Haspranty,

(_/ﬂﬂ

Bur !taltr;f

er @mpfanger ift gebalten, bas Datum , und bie
dgful;&nbfgz Ramensfertigung mit Vor- und ﬂuu.:::n ;ufﬁgm.

-

2 e

=l
= =
O

Diefes Recepiffe wolle mit erfem Pofttage an bas oben genannte Poftamt ber Aufgabe guriidgefente werden,

From Lomnitz (one of five possible Lomnice, now in the Czech Republic), 1861. A different style, and with rebommandirt
in bold.

Recepisse=INTu e

Retour - Recepisse.

)

@uﬁ i) b=eefiei dem £, [. Pojtamte ju Prefburg am, > =fen ﬂm 15_& recomandirt vou

pem L. £ Qandesgeridyte 3n ’Brcuhnrg un]geqcbcuea &J’J’
mmter der Adrefje.2 (%“,‘,Z,”

unten gejesten Tage vidtig erhalten ljnﬁc, bejtitige idy mit meiner cigenhandigen Unterjdrijt.
' ﬂﬂl) ben ;22 -ten -%‘ 057 ol 18 Jx
1

31:: Nachricht.

Der GEmpfinger ijt pebalicn, dbad Datum clugnjeben wnd bie cigenbindige Namendfertignng mit Vor= und Snnamen beiznfiigen.
; Diefed Reeepific wolle mit eritem Pofttage an dad obgenannte Poftamt der Anjpabe guriidgefendet werden.

From Presshurg (Bratislava) to Ersejkiivdr (Hungarian name for Nové Zdmky, in Slovakia), 1861. Head in roman. Prop-
erly signed.



Austrian RR forms
From about 1860 on, we see (some) larger forms.

From Klosterneuburg to Heiligenstadt, 1860. Properly signed.




Austrian RR forms

From Vienna to Prague, 1863. With RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp (cancelled in both Vienna and Prague).



Austrian RR forms

From the commercial court in Vienna to St Georgen (military office?), 1863. 10kr stamp cancelled at both origin
and destination of registered letter. Properly signed. The 15kr fiscal pays the court fee for submitting a
document as evidence.




Austrian RR forms

From the regional court in Briinn (Brno) to Ratschitz (Racice) and Wischau (Vyskov, now in Czech Republic), 1863. Prop-
erly signed. Slightly different head. Print data Lag. Nr. 188 (roman, not Fraktur).




Austrian RR forms
To foreign destinations are extremely rare.

S | , ,/TQSE" Thig

<= ‘Ln Ni \.:-.'

3rtnur ﬂeteptﬂ'e.‘

BN s u‘rﬁ

.._..-/

@nﬁ td; das von dem E. f. .ﬁ)anbtlﬁgtnﬂjte iu @tm sub Nr. EXth / /Z //
il

- recommandirt aufgegcbenc

ven ’& 2 “475‘/26 186 'fv

Unterfchrift:

Fur Machricht. / C)ﬁ e |
1. Die Recepiffe-Gebiihr ift vom Aufgebet entricitet worven, ~ < - ¥ ' 2

2, Der Emypfanger ift gehalten, dad Datum einjufefen und die : e /
‘Namensdfertigung beizufigen. :

Diefes Recepiffe wolle mit erftem Pofttage an dad otengenannte Poftamt der Aufgabe juriicgefendet werden.

From Vienna to Offenburg (Baden-Wiirttemberg, Germany), 1864. Properly signed. Printed for the Handelsgerichte
(commercial court). RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp. With handstamp of sender.



Austrian RR forms

From Vienna (Wieden-in-Wien) to Trieste (now in Italy), 1864. Properly signed. Printed for the $anvelsgerichte.
RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp.




Austrian RR forms

From Vienna (Wieden-in-Wien) to Verona (now in Italy), 1864. Properly signed. Printed for the $andelsgerichte.
RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp.




Austrian RR forms

[

._:\

L M,

From Vienna to Graz, 186;}. Properly signed. Printed for the Handelsg eticbte. RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp. Court _

e -

Uetonr- ﬁcteptﬂ'c.

Far «

_"bv Iﬁa dem E, . .baubelegt ﬁiheu sub Nr. Exhib //g//.?
| D¢ I T : éﬁﬁ‘/ 186 % recommandirt an gegrfmxe
: A BT 23 ﬂz Bae dq{, /‘&‘!UHC J_j/f#%i)

Rl s Pn_,,

~am untengefetsten Iage vichtiq erhalten I;‘a}e. tm;mde ich mit meiner eigfyaubtgm Hntetfd;tlft
4 5 ey z%’;f 186 7

A
1-

ol Bur Nachricht,

1. Die Recepiffe-Gebithr ijt vom Wnfgeber entriditet worden,
2, Der Empfanger ift gcf;nltm bad fmtnm eingufeen und bie
S!amcuaferﬁauug bﬁaufngm

[ Diefes S_Iec;yiﬁ'e wolle mit etﬁem Pofttage an bad obengenannte '\?"? =1 i T u

filing fee paid by 15 kr fiscal.




Austrian RR forms

Jur Nacbricht.
Der @mpfanger it gebalten, dbag Datum eingufegen und bie etgenbanbtge
Namensfertigung mit BVor- und Junamen beizufiigen.
From Troppau (now Opava in the Czech Re- Diefes Recepifie wolle mit erftem Pofttage an das obgenauute SBoﬁamt bcr
public) to Wiirbenthal, 1864. Onreverse—  Aufgabe juviicfgefendet werden.

From Vienna to ??, 1865. With RR fee paid by 5kr stamp. Print data Dructsorte Nr. 479.




Austrian RR forms

Within Holleschau, but charged as not local, 1865. With R R fee paid by 10 kr stamp (local R R was 5 kr). Print data
Dructsorte Nr. 479.




Austrian RR form to Temesvar

Unfortunately, this is not a foreign destination; Temesvar, unlike most of the rest of modern Romania, was
part of the Austrian Empire in 1865.

From Vienna to Temesvar (now Timisoara), 1865. Not signed. Print data Drtuctsorte Ir. 479.

Both Vienna and Temesvar cancels (on reverse).



Austrian RR form

From the commercial court, within Vienna, 1865. Weirdly, the 10 kr R R fee was paid with one 5 kr stamp on the
front and another one on the back.




Austrian RR forms
Appear to be identical printings on different coloured paper.

am untengcl‘egtm sage rid;txg etha qabe, begeuge i) mit meiner e;genb&inbzgen Unterfdyrift.
’¢‘| : /Gﬂ)/?x/w/ ben.v r LLW""‘E 186 s’

 Qur Nadridt.

1) Die Recepiffegebiihr it vom Nufgeber entrichtet worbden.
2) Der Cmpfanger ift gebalten, dad Datum eimjufefen,
unt bie Namendfertigung beizujiigen.

Drudforte Nr. 479,

\ 3

From Vienna, 1865.

Ne.

NRetour=Recepiyye.
N

Daf iy das, Bei dem I £ Pojtamte yu Wien am 20 w0 27 . .. 71866
refommanbivt uufgege /@d)mﬁen unter beref'e. 4

J

%
am untengefeten Tage rvichtig erhalten habe, begeuge i mlt meiner et_;enl;anblgm llntetfd)uft

///ZW,/ L 25 A 7/% 186

?5 :
o ia

o tlnterfchrift :

o (7 !

= _ Sur Nachricht. « /. — -
= .

< 1) Die NReceviffeqebitbe it vom Aufgeber entrichtet w

§_ 2) Der Gnpianger ift gebalten, bad Datum eimuivt

Eﬁ; und die Mamendfertigung beizufigen.

Diefes Jiecepiife wolle mit exftem Pojttage an b

From Vienna to Warnsdorf, 1866. Print data
Drucksorte JNr. 479. RR fee paid on reverse.




Austrian RR forms

ﬂ?ecey iffe-Nr. }’/ 57 ‘ RNr. %Z g

. / Jetour-Recepifie. 7 i
' Dap iy Gudesgefertigtea bei dem ﬁioﬂaie%M am 3
BT t S

186 7 recommanbdirt von tem £ L= cb ¢ aufgegebene

. i Pt
unter ber Mvrefle - L :
W% s
in m

brZ.  am uutengefegtcﬁ Tage viditig erbalten

habe, beftdtige ich mit mehm eigenbdndigen Unterfhrift,

<

(gge) 881 N ‘3e

From ?? to Namest, 1867. Print data Lag. Nr 189 (535).

From Olmiitz (now Olomouc in the
Czech Republic) to Sternberg, 1867.



Austrian RR forms

From Vienna to Warnsdorf, 1867. RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp
(reverse). Print data Drucksorte . 479.

- Bur Nadyridyt.
. . : Dev Empfanger ift gehalten, dbas Datum eingufesen und dic cigenhindi
From Olmiitz (now Olomouc in the Ramensfertigung mit Vor» und uramen beiaufﬁgcu..i fei genhdinbige

Czech Republic), 1867. Diefes Recepiffe wolle mit crfiem Pofttage an dag obgenannte Poftamt der
Aufgabe juriigefendet werden. i -




Austrian RR form printed for use in Bohemia
Reverse in Czech

From Skutsch to Zwittau, 1867. Print data Dructsorte M. 226.




Provisional Austrian RR form

L""_’F“” JUNI i"”f

W e ——— e

| ///ﬁ,,,i *' ";/ vy
2z 45

i Neke . 5 fgfmw @

&

e bl o m?’mm
¢ %Mmﬁww et ﬂv% :/
E ot et P o b

it
ks fﬁ_Lw /974“ pisr

o S »«y-%w J@wm}/wmy it Mo ;ﬂ»mm
WM - b ”myfauzduf?/ r»?’tnf y«bwm




Austrian RR forms

. Bttorur Vecepiffe

@aﬁ td;/»'h-/bei dem £. f. Poftamte in Wien am e IR PSS 186.1’
- recommanditt von dem f. £ ftidt. Deleg. SBegu:fager:d;te Wieden in aIBlen aufgegeﬁenu,
% 2 ,az;'é//
‘unter der Abdreffe : aﬁﬂr—:‘—y M
in 2255 am unten angefebten Tage richtig er{)a[ten babe, Deftitige idh
mit meiner eigenfindigen uutexfd)nft

Mt‘,idpnﬂ* l)en//ﬁr:t MLVCI)MW 186 K

Jur Nadyridt. Dex Empfinges it gebalten das Datum eingujegen, unb bie "3' nfinbige iﬂumenﬂfrm&una mit Bor ujh

Bunamen beizufiigen.

S}ufd*shupi fie wolle mit erfiem Pofitage an das obgenannie Poftamt ver S(ufgal‘e suriidgefenbet werben.

From Vienna to Meidling, 1868. No frame.

NG/J ﬂﬂ!ﬁt‘g. : .
7 Retour-Recepiffe.

Qaﬁ i dad, bei bml‘ o Poftamte gu / e
mj ten 7]gcr.¢7 18& © refommanbivt Rufgegebene ﬁdmiﬁm unfer %teﬁ'e

//J aj/rtfrreﬂﬁ fé’l}w :/‘f( /‘/?/7'”/?

228 ﬁl{f" // g@rlﬂw s _,"'f :’{l'/a;n A ,« rc}wu,

: I] am untengefeften Tage vichtig ecfalten Sabe, beseuge idh mit melner eigenhindigen Unterfdeift.
SLL D 185 4

v 7

| Unterfchrift
1) Die Recepiffegebiibr it vom Aufgeber entriditet worken. - " //‘"” e
2) Der Empfinger it gebalten, vad Datum rinjufegen, a’i / T

unb bie mmmsfmiguns M;ufﬁgm

I Diefee ReceplTe wolle mit erfiem Pofttage an bad obengenannte Poflamt ter !_nfglbe pn'_ﬁ gefenbet Iwerten, |
f 235 P &

From Kuchl (Salzburg) 1868 (prmted in the 185os) 10 kr stamp pays RR fee.




Austrian duplicate RR form

From Vienna, 1868. A duplicate for a registered letter sent 21 March 1868; presumably, the original return
recelpt had not been recelved by the malllng office. No frame. Print data £. &. 3uft. Bur. Form. 10 — &t
163. i TN




Austrian RR form

From Steyr to Linz, 1869. Head in roman type. No frame. Print data 9t 12. Druck det Haas'schen Erben in
Gtepyr.



Austrian RR form

Retour-Recepisse.

*i Das id) bas von dem P B Militair - Enmmumtats - Magiftratdgeridte in Pancsova

sub Nro ‘i!xhib J,){fv yf bei dem E £ SBoﬂamtt ju Pancsova amcld 2 ;77/

recammanb t au gegebcnc Ldyreiben untet ﬁbteﬁe,
I
78,

<+ o )—ﬂ- — P —

/1_./'_,445%
am unt :fc age g etbaltm e, begeuge uﬁ. T ﬂgeﬂﬁﬂnblﬁfﬂ%ﬂmﬁlﬂﬂ-
i BI 18l
£ i ' Unterfdyri
Tur Nachricht: : & f e
Der Empfanger ift gebalten, das Datum einjufeben, % .
und ble ﬂ?amm%fcrtigung beigufiigen. )

Diefes JRecepifie wolle mit erftem Pofttage an dad obbemannte Poflamt der Aufgabe
quridgefendet toerden.

-'\ . i
N

From the court dealing the military-community in Pancsova ([anueBo, now in Serbia) to Presshurg (now Bratislava in
Slovakia), 1869. Head in roman type. No frame.



Austrian RR form, Croatia
Under Austrian rule 1527-1918.

Broj povratnice //y‘ﬂ— e

Povratnica.

Potvrdjujem vlastoru¢nim podpisom, da sam primio pod danom dolje stavljunirnJZﬂl&//‘@M
— % ﬁ
%}-— ﬂﬁ—-”’? predato  pod adresom yéMW %Z

kod kr. postanskog ureda,;;;.‘_} dne ,Zﬁ 1872
/RIENL |

rekomandiran

Za obaviest Primitelj imade postaviti data i podpisati vlastoruéno svoje ime i prezime.
Oya povratnica imade se vratiti prvim poStanskim danom gore recenom postanskom uredn predala.

Table br. 53.

From Vukovar (on the border with Hungary) to Budapest, 1870. Signed with a cross, and witnessed. The wording,
in Croatian, after translation, is very similar to the German language version.



Austrian RR forms

From Vienna to Wieden in Vienna, 1870. No frame. Print data 3ust. Bur. Form. JNr. 10. neue Auflage. (New
printing.)

A

From Trovaiach (Styria), 1871 (printed 1860s). 10 kr R R fee paid by stamp. Print data Dructsorte Jr. 226.




Austrian RR form

From Briix (now Most in the Czech Republic) to Seestadt, 1870. Printed by multigraph.

From Wieden-in-Vienna, 1871 (printed 1




Austrian RR form

From the military/corhmunity court in Pancsova to Hungary, 1870.

o T 2 B T i




Austrian RR form

From the military-community court in Pancsova to St Georgen, 1871.



Austrian RR forms

Unilingual Czech, 1871.

From Maximilianstrafle (Vienna) to Kudritz, 1873. Print data Dructsorte . 226. 10 kr RR fee paid by stamp.



Austrian RR forms

From Znaim (now Znojmo in Czech Republic), 1873. Print data Dructsorte v, 226.

From Troppau to Freudenthal, 1874. No frame.




Austrian AR form

From the commercial court in Vienna to Raabs (now Raab), 1874. Sender paid the 10 kr RR fee with stamp.




Austrian AR form

From the commercial court in Vienna to Znaim (Moravia), 1875. Sender paid the 10 kr RR fee with stamp. 15kr
fiscal stamp on reverse pays court fee for submission as evidence.

(¥




Austrian AR form

From Lengbach to Pribislau (now Pribyslav in the Czech Republic), returned via Neulengbach, 1875.




Fahrpost RR forms

Sabrpost deals with packages, and letters of value (typically containing cash). rRR is available for such, but
registration is not.

From Wiener Neustadt, 1830. roperly signed. All in roman. A letter of value 821l, 44 kr.

From Briinn (Bohemia; now Brno, Czech Republic) to Wischau, 1832. Properly signed.
All in Fraktur. Refers to an amount of 6oo florins.




Austrian RR forms, Fahrpost

Retour - Beceplsse. - [l

@igbatté&rd)en dend 7 ﬁ' 1645~ |

%muge durd) meine cigenhindige Unterfehrift, “CaE idy houte das aus ||
E £ s;’.'mliaunte in @sgbattéﬂrtbeu an mi erenbete /;ﬁ.,{f >
) erbalteu baﬁe. = -

Sign = oen -."'t'f'.'? 184 ]‘
bl = o "”ﬁ

=

Gegm&rtigsé Recepisse ctfmﬁct man mit mngegcnbet spoft nadh gnﬂosmcc [!

Zu Nro. RPetour - Becepisse.

AVEVAALENAL AR ~ ~

uem tig -G ﬂg/’l 24 mli im ¢ bon 7& 7./ e —r
{hmwer — 2. f!b mﬁﬁ: ish lsn m/ . : and
: nﬂ'c a/

(’W(m e 7’ f/,vws/ 5u
vithtig tmpfaﬁgcn Babe.

b rlre t’ flﬂ#‘/{aut
1 Beute durdh) das biefige “i)! Poftwa mf

/ /JH& )m; tn >~ N~ 183y
v Urterfchrift

e A ’ T == Ry ————
Das [B61, F. ¥, Poftwagens :ﬂmtz e 3 )Zt?' = witd erfucpet, biefes epiffe, ges

Povig untecfertiget, mit evfier Poff recommandire anber rddsufen

.ﬁ) . Pofiwagens - Am¢

Sieghartstivden, bu}ﬁﬂm /:*e( ;ﬂ/ /1855 -
"i:?w

To Fehring (handwritten, rather than printed), from a postal wagon, Sieghartskirchen, 1837. Properly signed. Fraktur,
except for head. Referring to an amount of 16 florins, 15 kr. Fancy frame, with imperial coat of arms (double-
headed eagle).



Austrian RR forms, Fahrpost

From Wieselburg to Graz, 1843. Refers to an amount of only 10 fl. Printed Fahrpost. :

From Ginsendorf, 1845. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. Refers to an insured letter (101 florins, 12 kr). Fahrpost.




Fahrpost RR forms

N"’/// e Retour: Stecepuffe, W L

Dag ik vie hacbbmauntc s bei bem B2 Poftamt ju M/’M’
am 7% fen L 1848 ° aufgcseicm Sendung unter der Adrefie:
;';”/ /% f %a/ﬂ%w pa b B

Beftehend in 1 mit - 07;’/’ im Werthe von P4 fl. .
%pfunb oth fdpmr, am untengefegten Tage ridhrig erhaiten habe , bejeuge id) mit meiner eigens |
Panbdigen Unterjdrife. : ] '
; %..m/é’m M’/ ws
- Unterfdprift: |
!

3ur Nadyridt,

1) ﬁlc Recepiffegebibr ift vom Aufaeber entridtet worden.
£) Der Empfanger ift gehalten, bas Datum efnjufegen, und
bie Mamensfertigung beijufiigen.

Diefes Recepiffe wolle mit erflem Pojitage an bas oicngeammu Poftamt bn: mufabu ;rldnt[mm werden.

From Bodenstadt (now Postdt in the Czech Republic), to Pilsen (now Plzen), 1844. Properly signed. Refers to an amount
of 7o florins). Fahrpost.

| No/ S Botwek: Sietourfﬂtzcept[fg. _
Qaf idy bie :mcﬁbeunnute, bet tem E Poftame 5ur,*~ / \\

ay 2 1885 Zanfgegebene @K‘h g un v Abreffe :

& i)
%’*m e :
Geftehend in im Werthe von Zjﬂa i il
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From Namiest (now in the Czech Republic), 1852. Properly 51gned. Refers to an amount of 2000 florins. Fahrpost.



Fahrpost RR forms
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From Briinn (now Brno in the Czech Republic), 1852. Properly signed. Refers to an amount of 100 florins. Fabhrpost.

From Odenburg (now Sopron, then and now in Hungary), 1855. Properly signed. Refers to an amount of 700 florins.
Sabrpost.



Fahrpost RR forms
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From Tornallya (Hun_qm:y) to Rimaszombat, 1858. Properly signed. Refers to an amount of 37411, 85 kr. Fahrpost.
Printing note at left, Dructsorte Nr. 419.
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Fahrpost RR forms

From (Ungarische) Altenburg, 1861 (printe 185). For a letter valued at 63 florins. Properly signed. Fahrpost.
Printing data Dructsorte Nr. 419.



Fahrpost RR form

From Senetenberg, 1870 (printed in the 1860s). For an item
valued at g florins, 60 kr. Fahrpost. Print data Drucksorte
JNr. 419. Printed in Czech on reverse.



Retour Recepisse covers
The RR fee is never indicated on the cover.

From Neupacka (now Novd Paka in the Czech Republic) to Prague, 1818. Red crayon M with horizontal lines indicates
registration (the mess at the upper right was done by the post office, the neat one on the left side may have
been done by the sender. Erga ret. recep in the usual place (lower left).

Rated on reverse in red £, meaning prepaid 8 kr for up to Grelay stations and weight of one Loth, plus
4 kr registration. The 12kr RR fee is not indicated front or back.

From Bielitz (Silesia; now Bielsko in Poland) to Niklsburg (or Nikolsburg, a_Jewish centre of learning; now Mikulov in the
Czech Republic), 1823. Ms Erga Retour Recepisse.

Rated on reverse in red 2’: prepaid 20 kr for up to 15relay stations and weight of one Loth, plus 4 kr
registration. I don't know what the crayon 2 on the front means.




Retour Recepisse covers

From Romaviae (??) to Gyarmat (Hungary), ex-officio, 1819. Ms Franco tutto/Erga Recepisse, Contra-Rtecepisse (all
prepaid; both a registration and a return receipt).

Rated on reverse 4, prepaid 4 kr registration and either 1loth (double rate) and at most 3 relay stations,
or %-loth and up to Grelay stations.



Retour Recepisse covers

To Purkersdorf, ex-officio, 1824. Ms gegen Aufgabs und Retour Recepisse (both a registration and a return receipt).
Although not marked ex offo (ex officio), this was sent by a civil servant at no charge.

From Griinau (several towns of this name) partially prepaid, 1826. Ms Erga Ret. Recep. AL | :

Rated on reverse in red 4, meaning the registration fee was prepaid, and 8 on front, 1nd1cat1ng 8 kr collect
(to be paid by the addressee); one half-Loth up to 12 relay stations. Ms (lower left) translates to regzstratzon fee
pazd (by sender), confirming the 8 on front represents the amount due. :




Retour Recepisse covers

From Sternburg (Sternberk, now in Czech Republic) to Rémerstadt (Rymarov, in the Cech Republic), 1826. Ms Retour
Recepisse. At upper right, an abbreviation for ex offo (ex-officio). Crayon ER signifies Erga Recepisse, possibly
(in this case) just a request for an ordinary registration receipt at an additonal 2 kr.

Rated on front in red 4, indicating that although the domestic postage was free, the 4 kr registration fee
was payable by the addressee.
Tiny ruled Sternberg straightline canncel.

From Sternburg to Romerstadt, 1839. Ms franco erga Retour Recepisse. Crayon ER as above.
Rated fully prepaid 2, half-Loth up to three relay stations, and registration.




Retour Recepisse covers

From illegible handstamp to Kloster Neuberg (now one word, Styria), 1830. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rated on reverse in red '?; one Loth for six relay stations, plus 4 kr for registration.

From Szathmar (now Satu Mare in Romania) to Unghvdr (now Uzkhorod in Ukraine), 1839. Both places were then
part of the Austrian Empire. Marked Franco-porto/Erga retour Recepisse, completely prepaid. No rate marks, so
presumably ex-officio.




Retour Recepisse cover to Germany (Bavaria)
Even to Germany, RR covers to foreign destinations are rare in this period.

From Vienna to Munich, 1839. Handstamped Franco (fully prepaid) and ms gegen retour rezepisse.
Rated 1, half-Loth, more than 18 relays to the border, and 4 kr registration; charged g Bavarian kreuzer.



Retour Recepisse covers
Tolna is a small town in Hungary. Same correspondence.

From Tolna to Vienna, 1841. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rate marks unreadable, since a portion of the cover was torn away on removing the seal.

Same correspondence, 1842.
Rated 2 (on reverse—cover is folded out—hence prepaid), up to 18 relay stations, and 4 kr registration.




Retour Recepisse covers

From Marienbad (now Maridnské Lizne, in the Czech Republic), 1841. Ms franco gegen Retour Rezepisse.
Rated fully prepaid, seemingly 2 florins, which is enormous, and appears to be impossible.



Retour Recepisse covers

In August 1842, the registration fee rose to 6 kr (but now included an Aufgabs-Recepisse), and letter rates

were by distance (three zones). In February 1843, distance zones were increased.
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* From Senosetsch to Treviso (now in
Italy), forwarded to Trieste, 1844. Ms
Erga Retour-Recepisse.

Rated prepaid &, first zone (up

- to 20 G-miles), half-Loth, and 6 kr
registration.

From Ungarisch Brod
(now Uherskij Brod in
the Czech Republic) to
Austerlitz (now Slavkov
u Brna in CR), 1849.
Ms franco gegen aufg.
Recepisse.

Rated prepaid3, first
zone (distance un-
der 20 G-miles) and
two half-Loths, plus
6 kr registration.




Retour Recepisse covers

Stamps were issued in 1850. Their use was compulsory for payment of domestic letter postage (to other
countries, stamps were required from 1856), as well as all registration and RR fees. The last was to be paid
on the form. Stamps paying the registration fee were to be applied to the reverse of the cover, until 1866.
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From Venice to Verona (both part of Lombardy-Venetia), 1851. Ms Consegna con ricevuta con ritorno.
Rated 30 cents on front (equivalent to 6 kr); one Loth and up to 20 G-miles, and 30 ct on reverse, paying
the registration fee.

From Bougo (??) to Innsbruck, forwarded to Triest, 1852. Ms con ricevuta contro ricevuta.
Rated G kr on front (one Loth, up to 20 G-miles), and 3 kr on reverse, underpaying the registration fee??—
may not belong.



Retour Recepisse covers

From ?? to an Archduke in Brescia (Italy), January 1854. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rated g kr on the front (either three Loth, up to 10 G-miles, or single Loth more than 20 G-miles), and
6 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

From Karlstadt (Karlova in Croatia) to Presburg (Bratislava, in Slovakia), 1856. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rated g kr on front (one Loth, more than 20 G-miles), and 6 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.




Retour Recepisse covers

From Vienna to Theinheim (Wiirttemburg-Baden, German state), 1857. Ms Erga Retour Recepisse. Routing given by
sender: Vienna, Leipzig, Ulm, and Ochenhausen. Also backstamped at Biberach.
Rated g kr on the front (to Germany, single weight), and 6 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.




Retour Recepisse covers

November 1858, rates changed: local rate, 3 kr per Loth; domestic up to 10 G-miles, 5kr; up to 20 G-miles,
10 kr per Loth; exceeding 20 G-miles, 15 kr per Loth; registration and R R, each 5 kr if local, otherwise 10 kr.

From Nagy-Karoly (Hungary) to Unghvar, 1859. Ms gegen Recepisse.
Rated 10 kr on front (one Loth, up to 20 G-miles), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

From Graz to ??, free (ex-officio), 1860. Ms Rekommendirt gegen Retour Recepisse and Ex offo (ex-officio; that is, sent
on official business and thus free).



Retour Recepisse covers

From Neu Sandec (now Novy Sacz, in Poland) to Krakau (Styria—not Krakow in Poland), free (ex-officio), 1860. Ms Erga
retour Recepisse and Ex offo.



Retour Recepisse cover with form
This can only normally occur for an undeliverable cover, returned to sender.

From Senftenberg to Vienna, 1862. Ms gegen Retour Re-
cepisse(?). Charged 35 kr (to be paid by recipient) on
official mail; not paid and returned to sender.

Rate is made up of 10 kr R R fee, 10 kr registration,

and 15 kr single letter rate over 20 G-miles.

Reverse of cover |
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Retour Recepisse covers

i
elled with a b.
Rated 5 kr on front (one Loth, up to 10 G-miles), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

— - Ny
Ry Gl
From Nechanitz (Nechanice in the Czech Republic) to Widné (??), 1863. Ms Franco recomd Retour Rez. Pardubice
postmarks on reverse.

Rated 15 kr on the front, but rated as above.



Retour Recepisse covers

From Vienna to Seravale (near Udine, Italy), 1865. Ms Retour Recepisse.
Rated 15 kr on front (one Loth, exceeding 20 G-miles), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.




Retour Recepisse covers
January 1866, rates change: local rate, 3 kr per 15 g; domestic, 5 kr per 15 g; registration and RR, each 5 kr if
local, otherwise 10 kr. From this time on, the registration fee could also be paid on the front of the cover.
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From Bielitz (now Bielsko in Poland) to Vienna, 1867. Printed Retour-Recepisse.
Rated 5 kr on front (single weight, domestic), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

From Ipolysdgh (Hungary; now Sahy) to Selmeczbanya, 1870. Ms recom erga retour recep.
Rated 15 kr on front (single rate domestic plus 10 kr registration) all on front.



Retour Recepisse covers

From somewhere in Hungary to Naqy-Becskereken, 1872. Ms Retour Recepisse. Szeged postmark on reverse.
Rated 5 kr on the front (single domestic) and 10 kr on reverse.



Retour Recepisse covers: mystery items

Usually, I couldn’t figure out the year, since much like those of the Us, many Austrian datestamps did not
include a space for the damn year.

TR

From ?? to ?? (probably Hungary), WHAT YEAR2. Ms Retour abgabs recepisse. The apparent rate mark on reverse,
25 or 2/5, does not make any sense. What looks like 5 could possibly be 4, so the rate would be 2 kr (three
or fewer relay stations) plus 4 kr registration fee; this would date it to 1817—1842.



Mystery Retour Recepisse covers

From Sopron/Oedenburg (Hungary) to Pdpa, 1867—75. Ms Retour Recepiss. Prepaid 5 kr on the front and 10 kr on
reverse (registration). Stamps issued 1867.

From Vienna to Graz, forwarded to Hungary, 1866—. Unusually, ms Aufgab u retour recepisse notation is on reverse.
Prior to 1866, the stamps paying the registration fee were to be put on the reverse (after that date, they
could be on either side). Prepaid 15 kr (triple rate—three Loths or 45 g—domestic) and 10 kr registration.




Mystery items: undated Retour Recepisse cover

<>
From ?? to Bisztritz am Siebene (now in Czech Republic), 1863—65. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse. Prepaid 15 kr (likely
single Loth, more than 20 G-miles, 1858—-65) on the front and 10 kr on reverse (registration). Yellow-brown
15 kr stamp issued 1863.



Mystery item: undated Retour Recepisse covers
Austrian post office in Constantinople

|7 o
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From Austrian in Constantinople, to Naples, 1867 or later. Ms on reverse, Con ricepisso di ritorno. 1 haven't a clue what
the rates are.

Franked on front with a 10 soldi stamp, printed (1867) for Austrian offices in Turkey; on reverse, the two
5 centisimi stamps might not belong. They are marked P.D. (equivalent to paid to destination). 10soldi is
equivalent to 10 kr.




Mystery item: Retour Recepisse cover for a letter of value
These are difficult to find.

From Lossoncz (Hungary) to Budapest. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse. Contained coin, stamps (Briefm), and currency,
totalling 43 forints (equivalent to florins) and 15 kr. The reference to Briefmarken suggests post-1850, but
then why were stamps not used on the cover?

Difficult to figure out which if any of the markings are rate marks, but maybe the 4 on reverse?




Return receipt—or just receipt—covers?

In the period before 1843, senders of registered letters had to pay an additional 2 kr fee if they wanted a
registration receipt (Aufgabs-Recepisse) as opposed to a return receipt (Retour Recepisse). Thus covers marked
merely Recepisse (rather than Refour Recepisse, or equivalent) need not be R R covers, and there may be no other
evidence one way or the other. Curiously, the literature suggests that for German states’ covers, an ER marking
does signify return receipt (Riickschein, which is not seen on Austrian covers until much later).

Erga Recepisse markings appear after 1843 (even to 1867), when a request for a registration receipt would
be redundant. I suppose this was just a reflex reaction.

From Neudorf (unfortunately, a generic name) to St_Johann (even more generic, but it could be what is now Svaty in the

Czech Republic), 1819. Ms reads only Recepisse (upper right), so we can't be sure that this is simply a request
for a registration receipt (which would have cost an additional 2 kr).
Rated on reverse in red 2: prepaid 2 kr for one-half Loth up to 3 relay stations, plus 4 kr registration.

From Vinkovcze (the Hungarian name for what is now Vinkovci, in Croatia) to Vienna, 1820. Erga Recepisse.
Rated on reverse in red 1 22; the first is presumably half-Loth and more than 18 relay stations. I have no
idea what the other rate mark refers to.




RR or not?

From Briinn (Brno in Czech Republic) to Plumenau (Plumlov), 1802. Ms only xx Mit xx Recepisse followed by anot her
unreadable word. Plumenau (or Blumenau) is the site of a castle designed by Prince Eusabius of Lichtenstein,
(1611—1684). The letter is addressed in French to the bailiff of the reigning prince of Lichtenstein.

The reverse is not helpful.



Probably not RR

From Gfohl (Lower Austria) to 22, 1826. Ms only erga Recepisse.
Marked Ex offo, and rate mark on front struck through.

From Vienna to ??, 1839. Handstamped Franco (prepaid) and ms gegen und gegen Recepisse.
Rated 2!, likely one loth, up to 18 relays, and 4 kr registration.




Probably not RR

From Waidhofen an der Ybbs (Lower Austria) to ??, 1831. Ms illegible illegible recepisse.
Even though marked official, it was charged (to the recipient) 2, indicating 2 kr for one-half Loth and
three or fewer relays (the minimum possible), and 4 kr registration.

From Wiener Neudorf to Purkersdorf, January 1843. Ms franco gegen Recepisse.
Rated 2!, likely more than 10 G-miles and three half-Loths, plus 6 kr registration.




Undated and probably not RR

From Temesvar (now Timisoara in Romania) to Zagreb, pre-1842. Ms erga recepisse, so it need not be RR, although
it could be. Pre-1850, and with rate marks only on the front, and in red. (If prepaid, rate marks should
have been on reverse; if collect, they should be on the front, but in black.) An envelope, which is extremely
unusual in this period. Docketting on reverse is 829, possibly for 1829.

The top rate mark may be 14 ( kr); possibly greater than 18 relays at one-half Loth (despite being an enve-
lope rather than a folded letter sheet). The bottom rate mark is 4, for registration, dating this prior to the
rate change to 6 kr, but it is likely much earlier. All collect.



Probably not RR

From Babocsa (Hungary) to 2?2, 1836. Ms only erga recepisse.
Marked Ex offo, and franco (which seems redundant).

From Budapest to Nikolsburg, 1838. Ms Erga Recepisse and ER.
Marked Franco, which in this context means completely prepaid. Rated 2*; more than 18 relay stations,
plus registration.




Probably not RR

From Reichenberg (now Liberec in the Czech Republic) to Prague, 1841. Handstamped FRANCO and ms gegen Recepisse
franco. Rated fully prepaid, 22, possibly five half-Loths, up to Grelay stations.

4



Probably not RR

From Zylau (Hugary)o Budapest, 1860—65. Ms Recepisse. Prepaid 15 kr on the front (likely greater than 20 G-
miles, single Loth, in the period 1858—-65) and 10 kr on reverse (registration). Stamps issued 1860.

From Podiebrad (now Podiebrady in the Czech Republic) to Konarovicich (now Kondrovice in CR), 1867. Ms proti Recepisse,
which only means gegen Recepisse, so we cannot be sure it was sent with RR.
Rated 15 kr (5 kr domestic, one loth and 10 kr registration), all postage on front.




Definitely not RR
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From Postelberg (Hungary) to Prague, 1850—58. Ms gegen aufgabs recepisse, so is not

AEP., 3nEL A ululy

RR. Prepaid 3 kr on the front

(less than 10 G-miles, single Loth, in the period 1850—58) and G kr on reverse (registration).
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Aufgabs-Recepisse (registration receipt), for a letter from Salzburg to Dornbirn, 1850. Of course, this is just a registra-
tion receipt, not a return receipt. But the registered letter this refers to was sent with RR, as indicated by

the ms 6 (kreuzer) fee.



RR, but not Austrian

German states usually used Riickschein rather than Retour Recepisse on the forms and covers, and all the (other)
forms I've seen are completely different from the Austrian ones.

The typeface and the structure of this form is very very similar to that of the Austrian RR forms of the
1840s and 1850s. One difference is that on the Austrian forms, when the head is in Fraktur, the dash between
the words is a canted equal sign, whereas here it is just a heavy short line; another is that one the first line,
Oem appears on Austrian forms, but here it is 0e. The wording is slightly different: on the top line, instead
of £.£. Postamt, we see R. G. Post. Of course, the dead giveaway is the Saxony stamp on reverse.

Saxony knock-off R R form, 1858. To Elberfeld.

With 3 Groschen stamp.
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