
Canadian money orders under $1:
postal notes and postal scrip
Introduction

C
anada originally issuedpostal notes (rectangular, denominatedpieces of paper, very approx-
imately 9 cm × 7 cm), with the same purpose as money orders, but for small amounts, typi-
callymultiples of 10¢. These were subsumed into the domesticmoney order systemby (thin)

money order cards, which, for small amountswere denominated in dollars, but a special (undenom-
inated) card was used for amounts under one dollar.

Postal note stamps, which is what we will refer to as postal notes from now on, could be added to
these tomake up the cent amounts [R]. Theword notewas replaced by scrip on some of these stamps.
The stampswere applied to ordinary money orders, as well as to the undenominatedmoney orders,
in amounts up to 99¢.

The stampsystemformoneyorderswasdiscontinued in 1971,when the total amountof themoney
order could be written in, much like cheques.

This exhibit covers a very narrow spectrum of examples of money orders with postal notes and
scrip: 1967–70, amounts under one dollar. Non-philatelic examples (yes, philatelic examples exist!)
are surprisingly difficult to find, even from this period.

Modern readersmight be surprisedatwhat could still be purchased for under onedollar (typically
including postage) in the 1960s, and the smallest total value shown here is 21¢. Payment of COD

remittances via the post office was typically done usingmoney orders, but I have no examples.
There were othermethods of sending small amounts of money through themail. In Toronto (and

likely all of Canada), you could pay fractional amounts of a dollar to the phone company by inserting
coins in a supplied heavy card with punched-out holes for quarters, nickels, and dimes to fit snugly,
and putting it in an envelope. You could also take two thin cards, tape the coins to one of them, and
tape the other card to cover the coins, and stick the result in an envelope. But for those fearing for
the loss of money in themail, money orders provided security, at a small cost. If coinswere detected
in unregisteredmail, the envelope would be compulsorily registered, adding 10–20¢ to the cost.

The vastmajority of the examples herewere issued at small towns, typically payable in larger cen-
tres. There are examples to the most famous Canaidan mail-order company of all, Eaton’s (defunct
for decades now), and to various Receivers-General (of provinces, or the federal government).

Postal notes and scrip
There were three issues of postal note/scrip stamps.
1932 Denominations 1¢–9¢ and multiples of 10¢ up to 90¢, and in addition, 25¢ and 75¢. These were
all postal notes, except for 30¢, 40¢, 60¢, 70¢, 80¢, 90¢, whichwere postal scrip.
1967 Denominations 1¢–9¢ and multiples of 10¢ up to 90¢, all postal scrip. In principal, the 25¢ and
75¢ denominations from the previous series could still have been used, but because of the frequent
occurrence of these amounts, post offices had probably run out of them.
1967 A slightly smaller design size. Denominations 1¢–9¢ and multiples of 10¢ up to 90¢, all postal
scrip. Colours often distinct from those of the previous 1967 series.

Therewere no postal notes of denominations 30¢, 40¢, 60¢, 70¢, 80¢, 90¢, which accounts for some
of the gaps in the next image.

Their use was discontinued in 1970; a new style money order cardmade them obsolete.
The denominations are designed so that every possible value in the range 1–99¢ could be reached

with atmost two stamps. However, therewere three spaces for stamps on the card, in case the office
ran out of a popular denomination. There are three examples (from Prince Albert over a two-month



period) where the office ran out of 5¢ stamps, and had to use either 5 = 4 + 1 or 3 + 2 combinations.
Here is a frequency table compiled from this exhibit.

Frequency table for postal notes and scrip
den (¢) freq den (¢) freq
1 3 10 0

2 10 20 4
3 3 30 6 1

4 4 40 8 3

5 22 50 16 10
6 0 60 11 5

7 4 70 14

8 1 80 2

9 3 90 8 4

Frequencies include both notes and scrip. den means denomination. The partial second column
within the fourth column indicates the number of solo uses (empty space indicates zero).

The most frequently occurring denominations (in this sample) are 5¢, 50¢, and 70¢. For the total
values, 75¢ (10), 50¢ (9?), 35¢ (6), 60¢ (5), 90¢ (4), three each for 40, 42, & 65¢ , two each for 25, 52, 73,
79, & 95¢, and one each for 21¢, 30¢, 32¢, 44¢, 45¢, 48¢, 53–5¢, 62¢, 69¢, 77¢, 82¢, 87¢, 92¢.

Amounts divisible by five account formore than two thirds of themoney orders, which is also not
surprising; multiples of 25¢ account for a little under one third (earlier sets of scrip had 25¢ and 75¢
denominations). Amounts ending in 5 account for about one third; tomake up the amountwith just
two stamps required use of the 5¢ stamp, and in three cases, they resorted to using three stamps.

Smallest amounts: 21¢, 25¢, 30¢, 32¢, 35¢.
The following are to be found onmoney orders in this exhibit.

Postal note and postal scrip stamps under 10¢ appearing here. Missing is the 6¢.



Postal note and postal scrip stamps, multiples of 10¢. Missing is the 10¢, for the obvious reason that
purchases for 19¢ or lesswould have been practically nonexistent in the late 1960s. It is also possible
that a 10¢ stamp could have been used to make up a rate (e.g., 50 = 40 + 10when the office had run
out of 40¢ stamps), but this likely occurred rarely. Screen colours are almost never accurate.

There is no indication of the value on the (under one dollar) money order cards themselves—they
say explicitly that the value is the total of the appliedpostal scrip andpostal notes, and that thismust
total less than one dollar. .

All but one of the money orders shown here originated in New Brunswick (NB) or Saskatchewan
(S K), dated 1967–70. Thismakes the accumulation a very unrepresentative sample.Nonetheless, the
statistics contain some information.

The vast majority of (postal) cancellations on the money orders here are money order office num-
ber (MOON) instruments. These are rectangular, and have a four-digit number at the top, known
of course, as money order office numbers, assigned uniquely to each post office. (From mid-1930s,
all post offices could issue money orders, but only the larger, accounting, offices could issue them in
amounts exceeding $15.) For a lot more detail, see [S].
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Canadian money orders under a dollar:
postal notes and postal scrip
21 cents
A very small amount

20¢ and 1¢ postal notes. Issued at Prince Albert (SK) 12May 1970 and cashed three years later at Love (S K), a remark-
ably long delay.

25 cents

20¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Cookson (S K) 1968 and cashed at Calgary.



25 cents

20¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Zealand (NB) 1968 and cashed in Toronto.

20¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Blackville (NB) 1968 and cashed inMontreal.



30 cents

30¢ postal scrip. Issued at Benton (NB) 1968 and cashed at Halifax

32 cents

20¢ postal note and 2¢ postal scrip. Issued at Zealand (NB) 1968 and cashed in Fredericton.



35 cents

30¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Blackville (NB) 1968 and cashed atMoncton two days later.

30¢ (a lighter shade) and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Val Comeau (NB) 1968 and cashed in Toronto.



35 cents

30¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Blackville (NB) 1968 and paid to the Receiver-General in Moncton.

30¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. As above.



40 cents

40¢ postal scrip. Issued at Blackville (NB) 1968 and cashed at St Catharines (Ont).

40¢ postal scrip. Issued at Prince Albert 1967 and cashed in Lake Lenore (S K).



40 cents

40¢ postal note. Issued at Donavon (NB) 1969 and cashed at Toronto.



42 cents

40¢ postal scrip and 2¢ postal note. Issued at Prince Albert 1967 and paid at Sturgis (S K).

40¢ postal scrip and 2¢ postal note. Issued at Smuts (SK) 1968 and paid at Regina.



42 cents

40¢ postal scrip and 2¢ postal note. Issued at Prince Albert 1968 and paid at St Brieux (S K).



44 cents

40¢ and 4¢ postal scrip. Issued at Lagaceville (NB) 1968 and cashed by Eaton’s in Moncton

45 cents

40¢ and 5 ¢postal scrip. Issued at Blackvillet 1968 andmarked spoiled.



48 cents

40¢ postal scrip and 8¢ postal note. Issued at Prince Albert 1967 and paid at Pilger (S K).



50 cents
Consecutivemoney order numbers 28,514,081 and 28,514,082

50¢ postal note (pen cancelled). Issued at Prince Albert 1967 and cashed at Spiritwood (S K).

As above, and same day. Cashed sevenmonths after issuance.



50 cents

50¢ postal note (pen cancelled). Issued at Prince Albert 1968 and cashed in Toronto.

50¢ postal scrip. Issued at Bryenton (NB) 1969 and cashed in Toronto.



50 cents

50¢ postal scrip. Issued at Cassilis (NB) 1968 and paid to Eaton’s in Moncton.

50¢ postal scrip. Issued at Blackville 1968, deposited at the Bank ofMontreal in Paris (Ont), which then cashed it at
the Paris post office.



50 cents

50¢ postal scrip. Issued at Shirogue (NB) 1968 and cashed inMontreal.

50¢ postal scrip. Issued at Red Bank 1968, and cashed in Saint John.



50 cents

50¢ postal note. Issued at St Louis de Kent (NB) 1968 and cashed inMontreal.



52 cents
Money order numbers are three apart

50¢ postal scrip and 2¢ postal note. Issued at Fleming (S K) 1968 and cashed at Peterborough.

50¢ and 2¢ postal notes. Issued at Fleming 1968 and cashed in Saskatoon.



53 cents

50¢ and 3¢ postal notes. Issued at Grand Falls (NB) 1970 and cashed Fredericton

54 cents

50¢ postal note and 4¢ postal scrip. Issued at Val Comeau (NB) 1968 and cashed by Eaton’s in Moncton.



55 cents

50¢ postal note and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Benton (NB) 1968 and cashed inMontreal.

50¢ postal note and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Prince Albert 1967 and cashed in Carrot River (S K).



57 cents

50¢ and 7¢ postal note. Issued at Gilks (NB) 1967 and cashed Sussex (NB).



60 cents

60¢ postal scrip. Issued at Blackville (NB) 1968 and cashed at Saint John.

60¢ postal scrip. Issued at Sunny Corner (NB) 1967–9 and cashed at Saint John.



60 cents

60¢ postal scrip. Issued at Cookson (SK) 1969 and cashed at Toronto.

60¢ postal scrip. Issued at Prince Albert 1967 and cashed inMiddle Lake (S K).



60 cents

60¢postal scrip. Issued at Prince Albert 1967 and cashed at Spruce Lake (SK). Is thewritten date on the stamp (about
sevenmonths after issuance) refer to the date it was cashed.

60¢ postal scrip. Issued at Ens (S K) 1969 and cashed in Saskatoon.



62 cents

60¢ postal scrip and 2¢ postal note. Issued at Blackville (NB) 1968 and cashed by the Receiver-General of Canada.



65 cents

60¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Whitney (NB) 1968 and cashed in Toronto. The remitter and the postmaster are
both namedWhitney.

60¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Pointe Sapin (NB) 1968 and cashed in Toronto.



65 cents

60¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Donavon (SK) 1968 and cashed in Toronto.



69 cents
Allan’s favourite

60¢ and 9¢ postal scrip. Issued at Donavon (SK) 1968 and cashed in Regina.



73 cents

70¢ and 3¢ postal scrip. Issued at Val Comeau (NB) 1968 for Eaton’s in Moncton.



75 cents
Evidently, Prince Albert was short of 5¢ postal notes/scrip over the period January–February 1968.

70¢ postal scrip, and 3¢, 2¢ postal notes. Issued at Prince Albert 20 January 1968 and paid at Archerwill (SK) eight
months later.

70¢ postal scrip, and 4¢, 1¢ postal notes. Issued at Prince Albert 14 February 1968 and paid at Pilger (SK) eight days
later.



75 cents

70¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Sunny Corner (NB) 1969 and cashed by Empire Stamp Company in Toronto.

70¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued somewhere in NB (both the name and the office number are unreadable) 1967; 11 in
the date is inverted. Cashed in St Andrews (NB).



75 cents

70¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Red Bank (NB) 1968 and cashed inMoncton.

70¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at St Louis de Kent (NB) 1968 and cashed at Saint John.



75 cents

70¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Haut-St-?? (NB) 1968 and cashed inMontreal.

70¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Dune-du-Sub (Que) 1968 and cashed in Quebec. Unusually, the stamps are can-
celled with a killer, rather than the usualMOON.



75 cents

70¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Dneiper (SK) 1968 and cashed at Saskatoon.



77 cents

70¢ and 7¢ postal scrip. Issued at Poksudie (NB) 1968 and cashed in Quebec.



79 cents

70¢ and 9¢ postal scrip. Issued at Campbellton (NB) 1968 and cashed in Toronto.

70¢ postal scrip and 9¢ postal note. Issued at Val Comeau (NB) 1968 and cashed in Halifax.



82 cents

80¢ postal scrip and 2¢ postal note. Issued at Val Comeau (NB) 1970 and cashed at Fredericton.

87 cents

80¢ postal scripand 7¢ postal note. Issued at Grand Falls (NB) 1968 and cashed in Fredericton.



90 cents

90¢ postal scrip. Issued at Hopetown Cape (NB) 1968 and cashed in Toronto.

90¢ postal scrip. Issued at Douglastown (NB) 1968 and cashed in Saint John.



90 cents

90¢ postal scrip. Issued at Sunny Corner (NB) 1969 and cashed in Saint John.

90¢ postal scrip. Issued at Regina 1967 and cashed in Cut Knife (S K).



92 cents

90¢ and 2¢ postal scrip. Issued at Blackville (NB) 1969 and cashed at Moncton.



95 cents

90¢ postal scrip, and 4¢, 1¢ postal notes. Issued at Prince Albert January 1968 and paid at St Brieux (SK). Another
example showing the lack of 5¢ postal notes/scrip at Prince Albert, January–February 1968.

90¢ and 5¢ postal scrip. Issued at Bois Hébert 1968 and paid inMontreal.



97 cents

90¢ postal scrip and 7¢ postal note. Issued at Val Comeau 1969 and paid at Fredericton.


