
Pre-GPU Retour-Recepisse (R R),
Rückschein, Ricevuto di Ritorno,
Avis de réception (A R)

H
erewedealwith AR (whichweuse as a generic term) in the periodup to 1875. This is to com-
plement to a certain extent, the exhibits and book on AR in the GPU/UPU period on Richard
Frajola’s website (see below for the urls).

Material is difficult to come by (except for the Austrian Empire), and so we have relatively small
exhibits. Moreover, the vastmajority isdomestic rather than international, as the latter is very scarce.

Austria This includes all parts of the Austrian Empire, as well as of the later Austro-Hungarian Em-
pire. Austria made extensive use of AR, under the name Retour-Recepisse (although the term looks
French—without accents—it appears to have been Latin), andwe have a correspondingly extensive
showing, with lots of forms, some covers, and even some international uses. Its introduction con-
tains a detailed description of the subject, including rates and practices.

German states and Empire We show some interesting items for Bavaria, several very interesting
items for Saxony, and scattered items for a few other states, the North German Confederation, and
the (second) Empire. Coverage is nothing like that for Austria, possibly because I am continually
outbid on this material on e-Bay. Think of it as a sampling.

France France introduced AR in 1859. I have not been able to find any AR covers in the pre-GPU period
(which forFrancemeansbefore 1 January 1876), largelybecausecoverswerenotmarkedARor similar,
so this section consists of about a dozen forms, including a very early use, and a couple fromAlgeria.

Italy This refers to independent Italy; the parts of Italy under Austrian domination appear in the
Austria exhibit. Somewhat less than a sampling, more like a taste.
Romania, Russian Poland One form, one cover to Germany, respectively.

I suggest reading the AR book (http://www.rfrajola.com/dh2019/1ar.pdf) first, for a general de-
scription of worldwide AR. This deals almost entirely with the G PU/UPU period, but will give an idea
of what AR service comprises.

Exhibits, mini- & micro-, for international AR service in various countries during the GPU/UPU

period are also downloadable from Richard Frajola’s exhibit site,
http://www.rfrajola.com/exhibits.htm.
Inparticular, this applies toAustria (andpartsof its formerempire, for example, Italy, Poland,Croatia
[SH S, Jugoslavia], Czechoslovakia), Germany, France (& colonies), and Italy.

The material here is ordered, forms first, then covers, and roughly chronologically within each of
these subdivisions. And the Austrian one separates forms used in the Fahrpost from those in the
Briefpost.

Comments, suggestions, corrections, contributions welcomed.
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Return receipt (RR) service in the
Austrian Empire, to 1875

T
his exhibit covers all entities that were part of the Austrian Empire, or from 1867, part of the
Austro-HungarianEmpire. Austrian AR service, knownmostly asRetour Recepisse (no accents)
(RR) began at least as early as 1789 [R]. It was used extensively throughout the Empire.

Comments, suggestions, corrections, criticisms are welcome and solicited (don’t pull any punches, I
have thick skin). I can be reached at rochelle2@sympatico.ca.

For international post-1875 Austrian ARmaterial, see the mini-exhibit on Richard Frajola’s site,
https://www.rfrajola.com/DH2019/DH10.pdf.

Notation on RR covers was normally (gegen/erga) Retour Recepisse. Erga Recepisse (ER) also entails RR,
but gegen Recepisse (by itself) does not. Some RR forms in the early yearswere titledmerelyRecepisse or
Rezepisse (receipt), but from the wording on them, it is clear that they were RR forms (the addressee
is required to sign the form thereby acknowledging receipt), rather than simple registration receipts
(which later were denoted Aufgabs-Recepisse).

Organization of the exhibit
• General information, including currency, weights, and rates, as well as descriptions of generic RR

forms
• Return receipt forms. This is subdivided into those for registered letters, and those carried in the
Fahrpost, each section arranged chronologically. The latter were parcels and letters of value (often
containing cash). These range from 1791–1875, and are almost always domestic. International RR
use in this period is rare, but there are a couple, to Sweden, and to some German states.

• Return receipt covers. Even domestically, these are not common, but there is further difficulty in
identifying them. The ones shown here range from 1818–1875, with a few to foreign destinations,
arranged chronologically.

• Mystery items. Some covers, clearly marked Retour Recepisse, cannot be dated (many handstamps
in this period did not include the year); a would-be spectacular item, from the Austrian office in
Constantinople, is mysterious for an additional reason. And there is a letter of value cover, for
which I don’t know the rates.

• RR or not? These are covers for which I am uncertain that RR applied. Theymay bemarkedmerely
(erga) Recepisse, which is ambiguous, because it could refer merely to a request for a registration
receipt for the sender (this is discussed in more detail). And in at least one case, I could not read
the words preceding or following Recepisse.

Comments on the exhibit I am not satisfiedwith this exhibit. I don’t havemuch preceding 1809, nor do
I have verymany 1850s stamped RR forms. I have only a handful of non-domestic items. In addition,
I am not really sure that most of what I have written is correct.

General informationMost of the following is from [N].
• The expression k.k. (and variants; this is discussed in the kuk or kk subsection of [n]), that is, k.k.,
is an abbreviation of kaiserlich und koniglich (imperial and royal), and appears on practically all
documents of the Austrian Empire. It is an easy way to distinguish official Austrian documents
from those of other German-speaking entities.

• The expression ex offo (and variants) means ex-officio, and refers to mail sent from government
offices, frequently with no postage required.

• Any of frei, franco, porto on a covermeans that the postage has been fully prepaid by the sender; the
first is explained by the fact that the letter was free for the addressee (sometimes even registered



letters were not fully prepaid, in which case what was left was collected from the addressee).
• Loth is a unit of weight, equal to 1/30th of a Zollpfund (Pfund), which in turn weighed 500 grams;
sometimes the Vienna Loth was used instead, but they are close to each other.

• The AustrianGulden (in Hungary, forint) was divided into 60 kreuzer. Florin is the Italian name for
the Gulden, and explains (?) why the abbreviation is fl, not Gu. In 1858, the Gulden was divided
into 100 kr.

• A German mile (G-mile) was the equivalent to about 7.6 km (a very big mile; the current Imperial
mile in the US and UK, and formerly in Canada, is only about 1.6 km). The G-mile is very close to,
if not identical to, the Austrian post-mile (Meile).

Rates
Rates prior to 1817 are rather complicated, but can be found in [N].

From 1817–42, domestic letter rates were based on distance (measured in the number of relays)
and weight (measured in Loth). They could be prepaid or partially prepaid, or even sent completely
unpaid (for the addressee to pay on receipt). The office of origin was supposed to write on reverse of
the cover the charges thathadbeenprepaid, andon the front, the remainingcharges, for the recipient
to pay.

In 1842, distance charges were eased on domestic mail; there were three classes, local (within the
delivery radius of a post office), up to 10Germanmiles (76 km—these are bigmiles!), andmore than
10G-miles; in 1843, the 10G-mile condition was replaced by 20. In 1848, rates for an interpolating
distance of 10–20G-miles were introduced, and in 1849, the 20G-mile zone was extended to 30.

Registrationwas introduced in 1789, and in the stampless period was typically indicated by a red
crayon or black pen grille, which resembles MM with cross-bars. Registered letters were charged
an additional 2 kr if senders merely wanted a (printed) receipt (Aufgabs-RecepiĄe) from 1817; until 1826,
they could prepare their own, thereby avoiding the charge. This charge was dropped in 1842. How-
ever, return receipts (to be signed by the recipient and returned to sender) are more complicated.
Use of stamps [M] When stamps were issued (1850), their use was compulsory on domestic letters,
and a month later, on mail to countries of the German-Austrian postal union; this was gradually
extended, until 1856, when their use was compulsory on all mail.

The registration fee had to be prepaid by stamps on all mail. Until December 1865, stamps paying
the registration fee to a domestic destinationwere to be put on reverse of the cover. They can still be
found on reverse well after this date.

For RR, on domestic mail, the fee had to be paid in stamps from the outset (at least according to
[M]). There are plenty of RR forms from 1850–1870s with no stamps; presumably, these were all sent
ex-officio (on government service). The RR fee was to be paid in stamps on the RR form (not the
registered letter).

On foreignmail, the registration fee could be paid in cash until the period in which the rest of the
postage had to be paid in stamps. From 1863, parcels were subject to a tax of 5 kr.

For the stampless period (pre-1850), rates were obtained from [N]; for the period after 1850, from
[H]; RR fees were obtained from [R].

17 June 1817–31 July 1842
Domestic postage for letters in the period were determined by distance, in terms of the number of
relay stations (given by r in the formula below), and weight, in terms of half-Loths (given by h), up
to a maximumof 6:

⌈

r ∧ 19

3

⌉

· 2h kreuzer.

This compactly represents 2 kr for each half-Loth and three (or part thereof) relay stations. Recall
that there were 60 kr to the florin at this time.

Registration (domestic) was 4 kr; a registration receipt from the post office cost an additional 2 kr.
This causes problems, as a marking such as gegen Recepisse on a registered cover may not mean



Retour Recepisse (aswould indicated by gegen/erga Retour Recepisse and variations), but could just be
a request for a registration receipt, and cost an additional 2 kr.
RR Both domestic and foreign, 12 kr.

Prepayment in full or part was not required.
Procedures Rates were normally written in red crayon, until 1833. From then, main and branch post
offices were supposed to use red ink for prepaid letters, and black for (completely?) collect. The office
of origin was to indicate on the back of the cover the charges that had been paid, and on the front,
the charges to be paid by the addressee.

1 August 1842–28 February 1843
Three distance zones replaced the relay charges.

Local letters (that is, within the same delivery zone, or within a city) were charged a flat rate of 2 kr,
up to three Loths.
Distance≤ 10G-miles6 kr for thefirst half-Loth, andadditional 3 kr for eachof thenext twoquarter-
Loths, and then 6 kr for each subsequent half-Loth, to a maximumof 3 Loths total.
Distance > 10G-miles 12 kr for the first half-Loth, 6 kr for each of the next two quarter-Loths, and
12 kr for each subsequent half-Loth.

Registration 6 kr, but now the registration receipt came for free (or in other words, the 2 kr receipt
charge was folded into the former 4 kr fee).
RR≤10G-miles 6 kr, otherwise 12 kr.

One might expect that gegen Recepissemarked on a letter would now mean Retour Recepisse, but
it seemsmore likely that this was just a leftover reflex from the previous era.

1March 1843–31May 1848
The distance zoneswere increased tomore or less than 20G-miles; the rates (including those of reg-
istration and RR) otherwise unchanged.

1 July 1848–31March 1849
A new distance zone of up to 10G-miles was introduced, at 3 kr for the first half-Loth, 5 kr for up to
3/4 Loth, 6 kr up to one Loth, and 3 kr for each subsequent half-Loth. Registration remained 6 kr. RR
became 3 kr if local; 6 if 20G-miles or less; and otherwise 12 kr.

1 April 1849–31May 1850
20G-mile zones were replaced by 30G-mile zones.

1 June 1850–31October 1858
Stamps introduced. In 1858, the Kreuzer was revalued, so that one Gulden was made up of 100 kr,
rather than the former 60.
Local 2 kr per Loth
≤ 10G-miles 3 kr per Loth
10+–20G-miles 6 kr per Loth
> 20 G-miles 9 kr per Loth
Registration 3 kr if local, 6 kr otherwise
RR 6 kr

1November 1858–31 December 1865

Local 3 kr per Loth
≤ 10G-miles 5 kr per Loth
10+–20G-miles 10 kr per Loth
> 20 G-miles 15 kr per Loth
Registration 5 kr if local, 10 kr otherwise
RR 5 kr if local, otherwise 10 kr



1 January 1866–30 June 1873
Local 3 kr per Loth
Domestic 5 kr per Loth
Registration and RR unchanged

1 July 1873–31December 1882
Local 3 kr per 15 grams
Domestic 5 kr per 15 grams
Registration and RR unchanged

Retour Recepisse forms
Austrian RR forms come in numerous sizes, papers, colours, and with or without stamps (both pos-
sible after stampswere issued). They are typically cut (or torn) from a larger sheet, which results in
varying margins. There is often a frame. The text is usually in Fraktur (Retour RecepiĄe), but the ver-
sion of Fraktur varies. In the 1830s, sometimes the head is given in romanor Textura,which becomes
more frequently seen from the 1860s.

The following is the typical wording of a return receipt for registered letters. Fraktur takes a little
while to learn to read. But this is nothing compared to reading Kurrentschrift, the now-obsolete
handwriting of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Retour-RecepiĄe
DaĄ iĚ das, bei dem k.k. PoĆamt zu
am ten 184 rekommandirt aufgegebene SĚreiben unter AdreĄe :

am untengeĆzen Tage riĚtig erhalten habe, bezeuge iĚ mit meinter eigenhaendigen UntersĚrift. den ten 184
UntersĚrift :

Zur NaĚriĚt
1) Die RecepiĄegebuhr iĆ vom Aufgeber entriĚtet
worden.
2) Der Empfaenger iĆ gehalten, das Datum einzuset-
zten, und die NamenČertigung beizusugen.

Dieses RecepiĄe wolle mit erĆem PoĆsage an das
obengaenante PoĆamt der Aufgabe zuruĘgesendet
werden.

Somepairs of characters in the originals are ligated (e.g., tz for Ń, ch forĚ), but itwas toomuchbother to
duplicate the typography. There are also long esses, eszetts, and various other things. Wording and
placement varies from form to form. Early forms use the spelling Rezepisse, as c is not a full-fledged
member of the alphabet in German (it normally only appears in ch or ck). Some non-registeredmail
(such as parcels or letters of value [it is preferable not to use the expressionmoney letters for the latter,
as this will cause confusion]) could also be sent with RR, but in the Fahrpost.

A rough translation follows.
Return-Receipt

I have received from the K.K. post office of [Office name], a [letter]
dated [day] of the [month] [year], a registered letter from the following address:
[address of sender]

I testify via my handwritten signature that I have received it today in good condition.
Signature:



Information
1) The return receipt fee has been paid by the sender.
2) The recipient is required to insert the date, and add
the name.

This receipt is to be sent via the first post to the post
office of origin.

For Fahrpost, which involves packages and letters of value (as opposed toBriefpost, which carried
registered letters), the wording is somewhat different.

Retour-RecepiĄe
DaĄ iĚ die naĚbenannte, bei dem k.k. PoĆamt zu
am ten 18 aufgegebene Sendung unter der AdreĄe :

beĆebende in mit im Werth von fl. kr
Pfund Loth sĚwer, am untengeseŃen Tage riĚtig erhalten, bezeuge iĚ mit meiner eigen-haendigen

UntersĚrift.

den ten 18
UntersĚrift :

Zur NaĚriĚt
1) Die RecepiĄegebuhr iĆ vom Aufgeber entriĚtet
worden.
2) Der Empfaenger iĆ gehalten, das Datum einzuset-
zten, und die NamenČertigung beizusugen.

Dieses RecepiĄe wolle mit erĆem PoĆsage an das
obengaenante PoĆamt der Aufgabe zuruĘgesendet
werden.

Return-Receipt

I am the recipient of a parcel [ . . . ] from the K.K. post office of [Office name],
mailed [day] of the [month] [year], from the following address:
[address of sender]

insured for florins, kreuzer, weighing Zollpfunds, Loth; I testify via my handwrit-
ten signature that I have received it today in good condition.

Signature:

Information
1) The return receipt fee has been paid by the sender.
2) The recipient is required to insert the date, and add
the name.

This receipt is to be sent via the first post to the post
office of origin.
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Austrian RR forms
Austria’s return receipt system began 1779.

Extremely early form, from Laibach, 1791. Signed. Letter-spaced roman capitals R ECEP I S S E—no Retour, but the word-
ing at bottom,
Dieses vom Empfanger untersĚreibene Recepisse,wird erĆen PoĆtag von dem k.k. OberpoĆamt LaibaĘ anher erwartet.
indicates that this is a return receipt, not an ordinary registration receipt. Printed for registered letters for the post
office at Laibach .



Austrian RR forms

Very early form, from Budweis, 1801. Signed. Letter-spaced block capitals RECEPISSE in roman (also appears in text)—no
Retour, but the wording at bottom,
Dieses vom Empfanger untersĚreibene Recepisse wird ersuĚet PoĆtag . . .
indicates that this is a return receipt, not an ordinary registration receipt. Printed for the post office at Budweis for
registered letters.



Austrian RR forms

Early form, fromAsch, 1807. Signed, but the date of receipt is not filled in. Recepisse in roman (also appears in text)—no
Retour, but the wording at bottom,
Dieses vom Empfanger untersĚreibene Recepisse, iĆ erĆen PoĆtag an das k. k. boheim. PoĆamt zu AsĚ einzusenden
indicates that this is a return receipt, not an ordinary registration receipt. Printed for the post office at Asch. NB
indicates that this refers to a registered letter.



Austrian RR forms

Early form, from Lobnig (then in Moravia, now Lomnice in CR), 1812. Signed. R e c e p i s s e in letter-spaced roman (also
appears in text)—no Retour. For a registered letter.

Early form, within Rzeszów (now in Poland) from the city magistrate, 1816. Signed. Retour Recepisse in letter-spaced roman
(also appears in text). For a registered letter.



Austrian RR forms

Early form, 1816. Properly signed. RecepiĄe; same wording at bottom as previous indicates this is an RR form. Refers
refers to kaiserl. konigl. bohm. PoĆamt zu with office name illegibly written in. NB refers to a registered letter.

Early form, 1819. Properly signed. Retour in roman, but Fraktur RezepiĄe, with z instead of c. This particular one refers
to kaiserl. konigl. bohm. PoĆamt zu RokiŃan.



Austrian RR forms

Early form, 1819. Returned from Prague to Rumberg (Bohemian kk post office). Properly signed. RezepiĄewith a zed.

Early form, 1822. Returned from Oberkindberg to Neudorf. Properly signed. Letter-spaced R e t o u r - R e c e p i s s e.



Austrian RR forms

Returned to Spalato (now Split, Croatia) from Zara (both in Dalmatia), 1820. Unusual tab at left. Properly signed.



Austrian RR forms

Returned from Prague to Nachod (now Náchod in the Czech Republic), 1823. Properly signed. R e t o u r = R e c e p i s s e.
(canted equal sign).



Austrian RR forms

Returned fromVienna toMaissau, 1824. Properly signed. Roman letter-spaced lowercase (despite therebeingnosheep)
R e t o u r - R e c e p i s s e , rest in Fraktur, except Recepisse at base. On reverse,WIEN RETUER /3 EXP 25 NOV.

Returned from Vienna to Botzen (Bolzano, South Tyrol, Italy), rated on reverse, 1825. Properly signed. RETOUR-RECEPISSE.,
rest in Fraktur. Red crayon 4 (kr) on reverse; rate markings are rarely seen on RR forms. 4 kr was the registration fee
at the time; it probably indicates prepayment.



Austrian RR forms

From Padua toWels (Upper Austria), 1826. Folded letter sheet sent registered, military, ex-officio.



Austrian RR forms

Returned fromWiener-Neustadt (south of Vienna)Laxenburg, rated on reverse, 1828. Properly signed. Roman letter-spaced
lowercase head, rest in Fraktur, except Recepisse at base. Unusually, has kais. kon. in place of k.k. On reverse, very
unusually, 24/4 for postage on the registered letter it accompanied, indicates prepayment.

Returned from Vienna to Schottwien (Neunkirchen), 1829. Properly signed. Framed, with head and base in roman. Has
PoĆĆation in place of first PoĆamt.



Austrian RR forms

Returned to Vienna, 1832. Properly signed.Bezahlt niĚts (not to be paid for).

Returned to Leitmaritz (now Litomerice in the Czech Republic), 1836. Properly signed. Lithographed handwriting.



Austrian RR forms

From the main post office in Vienna toWilfersdorf, 1839. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. NoRetour, but it is clearly signed
for. Refers to a registered letter.



Austrian RR forms

Similar to 1836 form except for printing on reverse, 1837. To local authorities.



Austrian RR forms

From the main post office in Vienna, 1836. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. No Retour, but it is
clearly signed for. Refers to a registered letter. Fancy frame.



Austrian RR forms

Returned to Pogstall, 1840. Properly signed. Head (and a few other words) in bold roman. Form printed for Lubereck.
Unusual wording.



Austrian RR forms

Returned to Prosnitz, 1842. Properly signed. All in Fraktur.



Return receipt with its corresponding registration receipt

From Nikolsburg, 7October 1843. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. Refers to a registered letter.BriefpoĆ at upper left.

Same date; both refer to number 35. The rates are itemized: 18 kr letter postage (probably one Loth, at a distance
exceeding 10G-miles), 6 kr registration, and 12 kr for return receipt service.



Austrian RR forms

From Prague (Bohemia), 1843. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. Refers to a registered letter.

From Geras, 1844. Properly signed. Refers to a registered letter.



Austrian RR form

FromVienna toGraz, ex-officio, 1845. Properly signed.
Printed, mostly in Kurrentschrift. Folded letter
sheet, sent to the General Command (?).



Austrian RR forms

From ??, 1845. Properly signed. Refers to a registered letter.

From Purkersdorf to Vienna, 1845. Properly signed. Refers to a registered letter.



Austrian RR forms

From Hohenmauth, 1846. Properly signed.

Pavordo (Lombardy-Venetia), 1850. Properly signed.



Austrian RR forms, 1850–
Austria issued stamps in 1850, and from this date on, registration and RR fees were to be paid in stamps, and in the
case of RR, on the form. Sometimes the stamp is on the front, sometimes on the back (as here). Until 1866, stamps
paying the registration fee were to be placed on the reverse of the registered item, but there does not appear to have
been a regulation governing the placement of stamps on RR forms.

From Cashau (now Kosice in Slovakia) to Sztropko (Stropkov in Slovakia), 1850. 6 kr RR fee paid by stamp.

From Konigsaal (Zbraslav, a district of Prague) to Prague, 1852 (one occurrence of the year date 184 has not been cor-
rected). Payment of 6 kr RR fee by stamp. Despite appearances, the Prague datestamps on front and back are the
same.



Austrian RR forms without stamps
There are a lot of RR forms in this period with no stamps, and no indication of payment (in fact, it is quite unusual
to find an RR form with a stamp in the 1850s). This is probably because these were sent on government service
(ex-officio).

From Troppau (now Opava in the Czech Republic) to Teschen, 1852. Properly signed. Small size. Refers to a registered
letter.

From ??, 1855. Not signed. Refers to a registered letter.



Austrian RR formwithout stamps

From Romerstadt to Olmütz, 1854. Properly signed. Quite different design; printed locally. Uiber instead ofUber.



Provisional RR form

Multigraph, returned to Brünn (Brno) from Linz, 1857.



Provisional RR form

Multigraph, returned to Brünn (Brno) from –Neustadt, 1857. Signed with a+ and witnessed.



Provisional RR formwith way letter (two pages)

Multigraph, returned to Brünn (Brno) from –Neustadt, 1857. Signed.



Provisional RR form, way letter (second page)

=.2 true inPost office topost office accompanying themail, listing the registered items. Therewasonly one, #1338,
whose RR form appears on the previous page.



Lombardy-Venetia, with stamp

Suzara to Rivera, 1855. RR fee of 30 ct, paid by stamp.



Croatia, with stamp

Macarsca (now Makarska, in Croatia) to Spalato (Split), 1857. RR fee of 6 kr, paid by stamp. The form was printed for
Lombardy-Venetia.



Austrian RR forms
Both from Landskron (now in Czech Republic) in 1858, with print dataDruĘsorte Nr. 226.—almost identical, except
the top one has a comma after the 6, rather than a period (frames are slightly different, too).

To Leitomischl (now in Czech Republic).

To Hohenstadt (Baden-Württemburg, Germany). International use.



Austrian RR forms
Seemingly identical RR forms for registered letters, from Leoben, 1858. Head in bold roman, rest Fraktur.

To ??. Properly signed.

To Voitsberg (Styria).



Austrian RR forms

From (Sankt) Roman (Upper Austria) to Munich, 1858. Properly signed. Printing note at left,DruĘsorte Nr. 226.

From ?? to Baja (Lower Austria), 1860 (printed 185). Roman head. Properly signed. Printing data Form Nr. 100 Jud.



Austrian RR forms

From Richenburg (Bohemia) to Kosteletz (?), 1859. Properly signed. Non-local RR fee of 10 kr paid by stamp.

From Sauerbrünn (Bohemia) to Vienna, 1860. Signed with an
illegible explanation ↓↓.



Austrian RR forms

From Lomnitz (one of five possible Lomnice, now in the Czech Republic), 1861. A different style, with head in Textura and
rekommandirt in bold.

From Pressburg (Bratislava) to Ersejkuvar (Hungarian name for Nové Zamky, in Slovakia), 1861. Head in roman. Properly
signed.



Austrian RR forms
From about 1860 on, we see (some) larger forms, often with the head in Textura (rather than Fraktur).

From Klosterneuburg to Heiligenstadt, 1860. Properly signed.



Austrian RR forms

FromVienna to Prague, 1863. With RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp (cancelled in both Vienna and Prague). Head in Textura.



Austrian RR forms

From the commercial court in Vienna to St Georgen (military office?), 1863. 10 kr stamp cancelled at both origin and desti-
nation of registered letter. Properly signed. The 15 kr fiscal pays the court fee for submitting a document as evidence.



Austrian RR forms

From the regional court in Brünn (Brno) to Ratschitz (Racice) and Wischau (Vyskov, now in Czech Republic), 1863. Properly
signed. Slightly different head. Print data Lag. Nr. 188 (roman, not Fraktur).



Austrian RR forms
To foreign destinations are rare.

From Vienna to Offenburg (Baden-Württemberg, Germany), 1864. Properly signed. Printed for the HandelsgeriĚte (com-
mercial court). RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp. With handstamp of sender.



Austrian RR forms

From Vienna (Wieden-in-Wien) to Trieste (now in Italy), 1864. Properly signed. Printed for theHandelsgeriĚte. RR fee paid
by 10 kr stamp.



Austrian RR forms

From Vienna (Wieden-in-Wien) to Verona (now in Italy), 1864. Properly signed. Printed for theHandelsgeriĚte. RR fee paid
by 10 kr stamp.



Austrian RR forms

From Vienna to Graz, 1864. Properly signed. Printed for the HandelsgeriĚte. RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp. Court filing fee
paid by 15 kr fiscal.



Austrian RR forms
Appear to be identical printings on different coloured paper.

From Vienna, 1865.

FromVienna toWarnsdorf, 1866. PrintdataDruĘ-
sorte Nr. 479. RR fee paid on reverse.



Austrian RR forms

From Troppau (now Opava in the Czech Re-
public) to Würbenthal, 1864. On reverse→

From Vienna to ??, 1865. With RR fee paid by 5 kr stamp. Print dataDruĘsorte Nr. 479.



Austrian RR forms

WithinHolleschau, but charged as not local, 1865. With RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp (local RRwas 5 kr). Print dataDruĘsorte
Nr. 479.



Austrian RR form to Temesvar
Unfortunately, this is not a foreign destination; Temesvar, unlike most of the rest of modern Romania, was part of
the Austrian Empire in 1865.

From Vienna to Temesvar (now Timisoara), 1865. Not signed. Print dataDruĘsorte Nr. 479.

Both Vienna and Temesvar cancels (on reverse).



Austrian RR form

From the commercial court, within Vienna, 1865. Weirdly, the 10 kr RR feewas paidwith one 5 kr stamp on the front and
another one on the back.



Handwritten Austrian RR form

From Olmütz (nowOlomouc in Czechia) to Kremsier (Kromeriz; four consecutive accented letters), 1865.



Austrian RR forms

Returned from Leipzig to Vienna, 1865. Payment of 10 kr non-local RR fee by stamp
on reverse. Green paper. Print data,DruĘsorte Nr. 479 at lower left.

Within Vienna, 1865. Payment of 5 kr local RR fee by stamp. Same form as above.



Austrian RR forms
Appear to be identical printings, with consecutive sender’s numbers (upper right), although three months apart.
From Troppau to towns in Prussia. Both have German Ausg (ang) datestamps.

To Branitz (Prussia—as indicated on left: Preuss.), 1865.

To Gross Peterwitz (Prussia, now in Poland), 1865.
Print data (roman) Lag. Nr. 189 (535).



Austrian RR form

From the commercial court in Vienna to ???, 1866. Payment of 10 kr non-local RR fee by stamp on reverse.



Austrian RR forms

From ?? to Namiest, 1867. Print data Lag. Nr 189 (535).

FromOlmütz (nowOlomouc in theCzech
Republic) to Sternberg, 1867.



Austrian RR form

FromMondsee to Salzburg, 1867. Print dataDruĘ und Verlag von Joh. Haas in Weis.



Austrian RR forms

From Vienna toWarnsdorf, 1867. RR fee paid by 10 kr stamp (re-
verse). Print dataDruĘsorte Nr. 479.



Austrian RR form printed for use in Bohemia
Reverse in Czech

From Skutsch to Zwittau, 1867. Print dataDruĘsorte Nr. 226.



Provisional Austrian RR form

From Vienna to Pest, 1867. Sent as a folded letter sheet.



AustrianRR forms

FromVienna toMei-
dling, 1868. No frame.

FromKuchl (Salzburg), 1868
(printed in the 1850s).
10 krstamppaysRR fee.

Within Vienna (Hapsburgasse),
1869. 5 krstamppays localRR

fee. Print data, DruĘsorte Nr.
479.



Austrian duplicate RR form

From Vienna, 1868. A duplicate for a registered letter sent 21March 1868; presumably, the original return receipt had
not been received by themailing office. No frame. Print data L. S. Zuft. Bur. Form. 10 - St. 163.



Austrian RR form
Returned as folded letter sheet

Returned to Vienna from Prague, 1868. Multilithed.



Austrian RR form

Returned from Leibniz (??) to Tetschen (nowDecín, Czech Republic), 1868. Multilithed.



AustrianRR forms

Vienna toKo––, 1868.
Head inFraktur. Print
dataDruĘsorte Nr.
479. RR feepaidby
10 kr stamp.

From Steyr to Linz, 1869. Head in roman type. No frame. Print dataNr. 12. DruĘ der Haas’sĚen Erben in Steyr.



Austrian RR form

Within Vienna, 1869. PrintedDruĘsorte Nr. 479. Stamp pays 5 kr local RR fee.



Austrian RR form

From the court dealing with the military-community in Pancsova (Panqevo, now in Serbia) to Pressburg (now Bratislava in
Slovakia), 1869. Head in roman type. No frame.



Multigraph Austrian RR form

From Znaim (now Znojmo in Chechia) to ??, 1870. Head in italic type.



Austrian RR form, Croatia
Under Austrian rule 1527–1918.

From Vukovar (on the border with Hungary) to Budapest, 1870. Signed with a cross, and witnessed. The wording, in
Croatian, after translation, is very similar to the German language version.



Austrian RR form

From Troppau to Johannesthal (small dater at top), 1870.

Oebendorf?



Handwritten Austrian RR form

From Schoenwald to Nollendorf, 1870. At top, Retour Rezepisse.



Austrian RR forms

From Vienna toWieden in Vienna, 1870. No frame. Print data ZuĆ. Bur. Form. Nr. 10. neue Auflage. (New printing.)

From Trovaiach (Styria), 1871 (printed 1860s). 10 kr RR fee paid by stamp. Print dataDruĘsorte Nr. 226.



Austrian RR forms

From Brüx (nowMost in the Czech Republic) to Seestadt, 1870. Printed bymultigraph.

FromWieden-in-Vienna, 1871 (printed 1860s). Unsigned.



Austrian RR form

From the military-community court in Pancsova to Hungary, 1870.



Austrian RR form

From the military-community court in Pancsova to St Georgen, 1871.



Austrian RR forms

Unilingual Czech, 1871.

FromMaximilianstrasse (Vienna) to Kudritz, 1873. Print dataDruĘsorte Nr. 226. 10 kr RR fee paid by stamp.



Austrian RR forms

From Znaim (now Znojmo in Czech Republic), 1873. Print dataDruĘsorte Nr. 226.

From Troppau to Freudenthal, 1874. No frame.



Austrian AR form

From the commercial court in Vienna to Raabs (now Raab), 1874. Sender paid the 10 kr RR fee with stamp.



Austrian AR form

From the commercial court in Vienna to Znaim (Moravia), 1875. Sender paid the 10 kr RR feewith stamp. 15 krfiscal stamp
on reverse pays court fee for submission as evidence.



Austrian AR form

From Lengbach to Pribislau (now Pribyslav in the Czech Republic), returned via Neulengbach, 1875.



Italian AR form

From Cittavecchia (Trieste; not to be confused with Civittavecchia, near Rome) to San Giorgio (of which there are dozens in
Italy), 1875.



Fahrpost RR forms
FahrpoĆ deals with packages and letters of value (typically containing cash). RR is available for such, but registration
is not.

Early Fahrpost form, Jetzelsdorf to ??, 1816. Recepisse in roman (also appears in text)—no Retour, but the wording at
bottom indicates that this is a return receipt, and moreover is to be returned via the Briefpost (not the Farhpost).
Printed for the post office at Jetzelsdorf. For 432 fl in cash.



Fahrpost RR forms

FromWiener Neustadt, 1830. Properly signed. All in roman. A letter of value 82 fl, 44 kr.

From Brünn (Bohemia; now Brno, Czech Republic) to Wischau, 1832. Properly signed.
All in Fraktur. Refers to an amount of 600 fl.



Fahrpost RR forms

From Weisskirch to Brünn ??, 1833. Properly signed. Head in roman. A letter of value 154 fl, 59 kr in cash. Uiber at
beginning.



Austrian RR forms, Fahrpost

From Sighartskirchen, 1835. Properly signed. Head in roman, rest in Fraktur. Fancy frame.

To Fehring (handwritten, rather than printed), fromapostalwagon, Sieghartskirchen, 1837. Properly signed. Fraktur, except
for head. Referring to an amount of 16 fl, 15 kr. Fancy frame, with imperial coat of arms (double-headed eagle).



Austrian RR forms, Fahrpost

From Posoritz (now Posorice in the Czech Republic) to Hradisch (now in Czech Republic), 1836. Properly signed. Head in
Textura, rest in Fraktur, with z in Recepisse. Not referring to a registered letter. Fancy frame.

From Baron Sturmfeder (Hrádek Castle) to Prague, 1839. For 400 fl in cash. Fancy frame. Ueber has becomeUiber.



Austrian RR forms, Fahrpost

Lithographed, 1836. Properly signed. From Theriesental to Leitmitz. For an item of value of 8 fl.

From Weisskirch (Styria) to ??, 1837. Properly signed. Head in roman, rest in Fraktur, with odd spelling of first word
(Ueber has becomeUiber). For 238 fl, 23 kr in cash. Fancy frame.



Austrian RR forms, Fahrpost

From the Magistrates office in Vienna, 1840. Properly signed. Roman R e c i p i s s e . No Retour, but it is clearly signed
for. Refers to a letter insured for 58 fl, 50 kr.

FromWieselburg to Graz, 1843. Refers to a value of only 10 fl. Printed FahrpoĆ.



Austrian RR forms, Fahrpost

Deutschbrod (nowHavlickuv, Czechia)–Prague, 1840. Unsigned. Retour-RezepiĄe. Refers to a letter insured for 119 fl.



Austrian RR form
RR form attached to its corresponding receipt

From Budwitz (now Budejovice in the Czech Republic), 1841. RecepiĄe is in Textura (not Fraktur, and the first ess is long).
Underneath is the Aufgabs-Recepisse (ordinary registration receipt). Rezepissewith zed, also in Textura.Bezahlt niĚts
lower left. The two forms are attached by a red wax seal, which also appears onmany other forms here.



Fahrpost

From Gansendorf, 1845. Properly signed. All in Fraktur. Refers to an insured letter (101 florins, 12 kr). FahrpoĆ.

From ?? to ??, 1845. Refers to an amount of 85 fl, 24 kr. Printed FahrpoĆ.



Fahrpost RR forms

From Bodenstadt (now Postat in the Czech Republic), to Pilsen (now Plzen), 1844. Properly signed. Refers to an amount of
70 fl. FahrpoĆ.



Fahrpost RR forms
Stamps introduced, 1851

FromBoskowitz (nowBoskowice in the Czech Republic) to Vienna, 26 June 1851. RR fee paid by 6kr stamp. Properly signed.
Refers to an amount of 141 fl, 36 kr in bank notes (Bancnoten). FahrpoĆ.

From Namiest (now in the Czech Republic), 1852. Properly signed. Refers to an amount of 2000fl. FahrpoĆ.



Fahrpost RR forms

From Brünn (now Brno in the Czech Republic), 1852. Properly signed. Refers to an amount of 100 florins. FahrpoĆ.

From Odenburg (now Sopron, then and now in Hungary), 1855. Properly signed. Refers to an amount of 700fl. FahrpoĆ.



Fahrpost RR forms

From Tornallya (Hungary) to Rimaszombat, 1858. Properly signed. Refers to an amount of 374 fl, 85 kr. FahrpoĆ. Printing
note at left,DruĘsorte Nr. 419.

From Sarvar (Hungary), 1856. Refers to a value of 100 fl. FahrpoĆ.



Fahrpost RR forms
Same form, but cut differently

From Falk????, 1856. Refers to value of 2998 fl, 30 kr. FahrpoĆ. Printing note at left,DruĘsorte Nr. 419.

From Güssing, 1858. Refers to value of 8 fl, 22 kr. FahrpoĆ. Printing note at left,DruĘsorte Nr. 419.



Fahrpost RR forms

From (Ungarische) Altenburg, 1861 (printed 185). For a letter valued at 63 florins. Properly signed. FahrpoĆ. Printing
dataDruĘsorte Nr. 419.

From Senetenberg, 1870 (printed in the 1860s). For an item val-
ued at 9 florins, 60 kr. FahrpoĆ. Print data DruĘsorte Nr. 419.
Printed in Czech on reverse.



RR form, insured parcel
Triest was part of the Austrian Empire until 1918.

Triest–Treffen (Austria), 1872. Unilingual Italian. For a parcel insured for 70 Florins, weighing 8 Loth. No stamps, and
nomarkings on reverse. Signed †, witnessed.



Fahrpost RR form

FromStubica (of which there are at least two in Serbia), 1875. For a letter insured for 1000florins. Properly signed. FahrpoĆ.



Retour Recepisse covers
The RR fee is never indicated on the cover.

From Neupacka (now Nova Paka in the Czech Republic) to Prague, 1818. Red crayon M with horizontal lines indicates
registration (the mess at the upper right was done by the post office, the neat one on the left side may have been
done by the sender. Erga ret. recep in the usual place (lower left).

Rated on reverse in red 8
4
, meaning prepaid 8 kr for up to 6 relay stations and weight of one Loth, plus 4 kr regis-

tration. The 12 kr RR fee is not indicated front or back.

From Bielitz (Silesia; now Bielsko in Poland) to Niklsburg (or Nikolsburg, a Jewish centre of learning; nowMikulov in the Czech
Republic), 1823. Ms Erga Retour Recepisse.

Rated on reverse in red 20
4
: prepaid 20 kr for up to 15 relay stations and weight of one Loth, plus 4 kr registration.

I don’t knowwhat the crayon 2 on the front means.



Retour Recepisse covers

FromRomaviae (??) to Gyarmat (Hungary), ex-officio, 1819. Ms Franco tutto/Erga Recepisse, Contra-Retecepisse (all prepaid;
both a registration and a return receipt).

Rated on reverse 4
4
, prepaid 4 kr registration and either 1 loth (double rate) and at most 3 relay stations, or 1/2-loth

and up to 6 relay stations.

FromVinkovcze (the Hungarian name for what is now Vinkovci, in Croatia) to Vienna, 1820. Erga Recepisse. Rated on reverse
in red 14

4
25
1
; the first is presumably half-Loth and more than 18 relay stations. I have no idea what the other rate

mark refers to.



Retour Recepisse covers

Kollin (now Kolín, CR) to Prague, ex-offo, 1820. Ms Erga Recepisse and ER. Charged 8 kr on the front; if six relay stations
(actual distance is under 50 km), then double half-Loth.



Retour Recepisse covers

To Purkersdorf, ex-officio, 1824. Ms gegen Aufgabs und Retour Recepisse (both a registration and a return receipt).
Although not marked ex offo (ex officio), this was sent by a civil servant at no charge.

From Grünau (several towns of this name), partially prepaid, 1826. Ms Erga Ret. Recep.
Rated on reverse in red 4, meaning the registration fee was prepaid, and 8 on front, indicating 8 kr collect (to be

paid by the addressee); one half-Loth up to 12 relay stations. Ms (lower left) translates to registration fee paid (by
sender), confirming the 8 on front represents the amount due.



Retour Recepisse covers

FromSternburg (Sternberk, now inCzechRepublic) to Romerstadt (Rymarov, in theCzechRepublic), 1826. MsRetourRecepisse.
At upper right, an abbreviation for ex offo (ex-officio). Crayon ER signifies Erga Recepisse, possibly (in this case) just
a request for an ordinary registration receipt at an additonal 2 kr.

Rated on front in red 4, indicating that although the domestic postage was free, the 4 kr registration fee was
payable by the addressee.

Tiny ruled Sternberg straightline canncel.

From Gföhl (Lower Austria) to ??, 1826. Ms erga Recepisse. Marked Ex offo, and rate mark on front struck through.



Retour Recepisse covers

From illegible handstamp to Kloster Neuberg (now one word; Styria), 1830. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rated on reverse in red 12

4
; one Loth for six relay stations, plus 4 kr for registration.

From Babócsa (Hungary) to ??, 1836. Ms erga recepisse. Marked Ex offo, and franco.



Retour Recepisse covers

From Budapest to Nikolsburg, 1838. Ms Erga Recepisse and ER. Marked Franco, which in this context means completely
prepaid. Rated 28

4
; more than 18 relay stations, plus registration.

From Sternburg to Romerstadt, 1839. Ms franco erga Retour Recepisse. Crayon ER as above.
Rated fully prepaid 2

4
, half-Loth up to three relay stations, and registration.



Retour Recepisse covers

From Szathmar (now Satu Mare in Romania) to Unghvar (nowUzkhorod in Ukraine), 1839. Both places were then part of
the Austrian Empire. Marked Franco-porto/Erga retour Recepisse, completely prepaid; ex offo.



Retour Recepisse cover to Germany (Bavaria)
Even to Germany, RR covers to foreign destinations are rare in this period.

From Vienna to Munich, 1839. Handstamped Franco (fully prepaid) andms gegen retour rezepisse.
Rated 14

4
, half-Loth, more than 18 relays to the border, and 4 kr registration; charged 9 Bavarian kreuzer.



Retour Recepisse covers
Tolna is a small town in Hungary. Same correspondence.

From Tolna to Vienna, 1841. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rate marks unreadable, since a portion of the cover was torn away on removing the seal.

Same correspondence, 1842.
Rated 12

4
(on reverse—cover is folded out—hence prepaid), up to 18 relay stations, and 4 kr registration.



Retour Recepisse covers
In August 1842, the registration fee rose to 6 kr (but now included an Aufgabs-Recepisse), and letter rates were by
distance (three zones). In February 1843, distance zones were increased.

FromSenosetsch toTreviso (now in Italy),
forwarded to Trieste, 1844. Ms Erga
Retour-Recepisse.
Rated prepaid 6

6
, first zone (up to

20G-miles), half-Loth, and6 kr reg-
istration.



Retour Recepisse covers

From Kuttenberg (now Kutna Hora in Czechia) to Vottace (??) via Znaim, 1843. Ms Gegen Retour recepisse. Ex-officio with
postage prepaid (ms and handstamped Franco). The rate (?) marks on reverse are not consistent with known postal
charges (for example, registrationwas 6 kr).



Retour Recepisse covers
Stamps were issued in 1850. Their use was compulsory for payment of domestic letter postage (to other countries,
stampswere required from 1856), as well as all registration and RR fees. The last was to be paid on the form. Stamps
paying the registration fee were to be applied to the reverse of the cover, until 1866.

From Venice to Verona (both part of Lombardy-Venetia), 1851. Ms Consegna con ricevuta & ritorno.
Rated 30 cents on front (equivalent to 6 kr); one Loth and up to 20G-miles, and 30 ct on reverse, paying the reg-

istration fee.

From Bougo (??) to Innsbruck, forwarded to Triest, 1852. Ms con ricevuta contro ricevuta.
Rated 6 kr on front (one Loth, up to 20G-miles), and 3 kr on reverse, underpaying the registration fee??–may not

belong.



Retour Recepisse covers

From ?? to an Archduke in Brescia (Italy), January 1854. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rated 9 kr on the front (either three Loth, up to 10G-miles, or single Loth more than 20G-miles), and 6 kr on

reverse, paying the registration fee.

From Karlstadt (Karlova in Croatia) to Presburg (Bratislava, in Slovakia), 1856. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse.
Rated 9 kr on front (one Loth, more than 20G-miles), and 6 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.



Retour Recepisse covers

FromVienna to Theinheim (Württemburg-Baden, German state), 1857. MsErga Retour Recepisse. Routing given by sender:
Vienna, Leipzig, Ulm, and Ochenhausen. Also backstamped at Biberach.

Rated 9 kr on the front (to Germany, single weight), and 6 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

From Szala-Egerszeg (now Zalaegerszeg, Hungary) to Odenburg (now Sopron), 1858. Ms retour recepisse.
Rated6 kr on the front, and 3 kr on reverse,weirdly paying double 3kr per Lothunder 10G-miles (but not the local

rate) plus the local registration fee??



Retour Recepisse covers

Mühlhausen (now Nelahozeves in Czech Republic) to Prague, 1858. Ms Erga Recepisse. A distance of about 32 km or 4.5G-
miles, so charged 3 kr for under 10G-miles, paid on the front, and 6 kr registration, paid on reverse.



Retour Recepisse covers

Sanok to Tarnów (both in Poland), triple weight, 1850–8. Ms Gegen Aufgabs und Retour Recepisse. A distance of about
16G-miles, so charged 18 kr for three loths, plus 6 kr registration, all paid with 6 kr stamps.



Retour Recepisse covers
November 1858, rates changed: local rate, 3 kr per Loth; domestic up to 10G-miles, 5 kr; up to 20G-miles, 10 kr per
Loth; exceeding 20G-miles, 15 kr per Loth; registration and RR, each 5 kr if local, otherwise 10 kr.

From Nagy-Karoly (Hungary) to Unghvar, 1859. Ms Retour Recepisse.
Rated 10 kr on front (one Loth, up to 20G-miles), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

From Graz to ??, free, 1860. Ms Rekommendirt gegen Retour Recepisse and Ex offo (ex-officio; that is, sent on official busi-
ness).



Retour Recepisse covers

FromNeu Sandec (nowNovy Sacz, in Poland) to Krakau (Styria—not Krakow in Poland), free, 1860. Ms Erga retour Recepisse
and Ex offo.



Retour Recepisse cover with form
This can only normally occur for an undeliverable cover, returned to sender.

FromSenftenberg toVienna, 1862. MsgegenRetourRecepisse(?).
Charged 35 kr (to be paid by recipient) on official mail;
not paid and returned to sender.
Rate is made up of 10 kr RR fee, 10 kr registration, and

15 kr single letter rate over 20G-miles.

Reverse of cover ↓

Accompanying RR form ↓



Retour Recepisse covers

From Golling to somewhere near Radstadt, 1863. Ms gegen Retour Rezebisse, spelled with a b.
Rated 5 kr on front (one Loth, up to 10G-miles), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.

FromNechanitz (Nechanice in the Czech Republic) toWidné (??), 1863. Ms Franco recomd Retour Rez. Pardubice postmarks
on reverse.

Rated 15 kr on the front, but rated as above.



Retour Recepisse covers

From Vienna to Seravale (near Udine, Italy), 1865. Ms Retour Recepisse.
With 15 kr on front (one Loth, exceeding 20G-miles), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.



Retour Recepisse covers
January 1866, rates change: local rate, 3 kr per 15 g; domestic, 5 kr per 15 g; registration and RR, each 5 kr if local,
otherwise 10 kr. From this time on, the registration fee could also be paid on the front of the cover.

From Tarnów (now in Poland) to Vienna, June 1866. Printed erga retour recepisse. Rated 5 kr on front (sin-
gle weight, domestic) collect; rest ex-offo. A notice to one of 102 creditors (listed on the second page) of the firm,
B Ringelheim, spice merchants, that a meeting is to take place.

From Bielitz (now Bielsko in Poland) to Vienna, 1867. Printed Retour-Recepisse.
Rated 5 kr on front (single weight, domestic), and 10 kr on reverse, paying the registration fee.



Retour Recepisse covers

From Ipolysagh (Hungary; now Sahy) to Selmeczbanya, 1870. Ms recom erga retour recep.
Rated 15 kr (single rate domestic plus 10 kr registration) all on front.

From somewhere in Hungary to Nagy-Becskereken, 1872. Ms Retour Recepisse. Szeged postmark on reverse.
Rated 5 kr on the front (single domestic) and 10 kr on reverse.



Retour Recepisse covers: mystery items
Usually, I couldn’t figure out the year, since much like those of the US, many Austrian datestamps did not include a
space for the damn year.

From von Mies (probably Bohemia) to ??, what year?. Ms Retour abgabs recepisse. The apparent rate mark on reverse, 25
or 2/5, does notmake any sense. What looks like 5 could possibly be 4, so the rate would be 2 kr (three or fewer relay
stations) plus 4 kr registration fee; this would date it to 1817–1842.

From Raab (Upper Austria) to Munkácsok (possibly Mukachevo in Ukraine),what year?Ms Retour recepisse. No rate marks
on reverse, but 28 on the front might be 24/4, perhaps for one Loth and at least 18 relay stations (this presupposes
the cover is dated 1817–42).



Mystery Retour Recepisse covers

From Sopron/Oedenburg (Hungary) to Papa, 1867–75. Ms Retour Recepiss. Prepaid 5 kr on the front and 10 kr on reverse
(registration). Stamps issued 1867.

From Vienna to Graz, forwarded to Hungary, 1866–. Unusually, ms Aufgab u retour recepisse notation is on reverse.
Prior to 1866, the stamps paying the registration fee were to be put on the reverse (after that date, they could be

on either side). Prepaid 15 kr (triple rate—three Loths or 45 g—domestic) and 10 kr registration.



Mystery Fahrpost cover

FromMarienbad (nowMarianské Lazne, in the Czech Republic), 1841. Ms franco gegen Retour Rezepisse. Rates?
Fully prepaid.



Mystery items: undated Retour Recepisse cover

From ?? to Bisztritz am Siebene (now in Czech Republic), 1863–65. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse. Prepaid 15 kr (likely single
Loth, more than 20G-miles, 1858–65) on the front and 10 kr on reverse (registration). Yellow-brown 15 kr stamp
issued 1863.

From Vienna to Innsbruck, 1867–. Ms RR Prepaid 15 kr with stamp on the front; 10 kr registration and 5 kr domestic
letter rate.



Mystery items: undated Retour Recepisse cover

From Berghauptmanschaft (Salzburg?) to Seefeld via Innsbruck, 1855? Ms Retour Recepisse. No stamps, no rate marks on
reverse; the only apparent rate mark is 5.



Mystery item: undated Retour Recepisse covers
Austrian post office in Constantinople

FromAustrian office in Constantinople, to Naples, 1867 or later. Ms on reverse, Con ricepisso di ritorno. I haven’t a cluewhat
the rates are.

Frankedon frontwitha 10 soldi stamp,printed (1867) forAustrianoffices inTurkey; on reverse, the two5centisimi
stampsmight not belong. They are marked P.D. (equivalent to paid to destination). 10 soldi is equivalent to 10 kr.



Mystery item: undated Retour Recepisse cover for a letter of value in the Fahrpost

From Lossoncz (Hungary) to Budapest. Ms gegen Retour Recepisse. Contained coin, stamps (Briefm), and currency, to-
talling 43 forints (equivalent to Gulden) and 15 kr. The reference to Briefmarken suggests post-1850, but then why
were stamps not used on the cover?

Difficult to figure out which if any of the markings are rate marks, but maybe the 4 on reverse?



RR but not dated

From Temesvar (now Timisoara in Ro-
mania) to Zagreb, pre-1842. Ms erga
recepisse, andwithratemarksonlyon
the front, and in red. An envelope,
which isextremelyunusual in thispe-
riod. Docketting on reverse is 829,
possibly for 1829. TheTemesvarhand-
stamp is known from 1818.
The top rate mark may be 14 ( kr);

possiblygreater than 18 relaysatone-
half Loth (despite being an envelope
rather thana folded letter sheet). The
bottom rate mark is 4, for registra-
tion, dating this prior to 1842, but it
is likely much earlier. All collect.

From Arad (now in Romania) to Leutsovia (now Levoca in Slovakia), 1830–40s. Ms erga recepisse. Ex-offo, franco, with
enormous apparent rate marking 1 fl 24/4 on reverse. A R A D known from 1833.



Return receipt—or just receipt—covers?

In the period before 1843, senders of registered letters had to pay an additional 2 kr fee if they wanted a registra-
tion receipt (Aufgabs-Recepisse) as opposed to a return receipt (Retour Recepisse). Thus coversmarkedmerelyRecepisse
(rather than Retour Recepisse or erga Recepisse) need not be RR covers, and there may be no other evidence one way or
the other. Erga Recepissemarkings appear after 1843 (even to 1867), when a request for a registration receipt would
be redundant. I suppose this was just a reflex reaction.

Probably not RR

From Vienna to ??, 1839. Handstamped Franco (prepaid) andms gegen und gegen Recepisse.
Rated 24

4
, likely one loth, up to 18 relays, and 4 kr registration.

FromWaidhofen an der Ybbs (Lower Austria) to ??, 1831. Ms illegible illegible recepisse.
Even though marked official, it was charged (to the recipient) 2

4
, indicating 2 kr for one-half Loth and three or

fewer relays (the minimumpossible), and 4 kr registration.



Probably not RR

FromWiener Neudorf to Purkersdorf, January 1843. Ms franco gegen Recepisse.
Rated 24

6
, likely more than 10G-miles and three half-Loths, plus 6 kr registration.



German states and Empire
AR, Rückschein, and Retour-Recepisse in the pre-GPU period

F
ollowing Austria’s lead in 1779 (or thereabouts), German states introduced AR service in var-
ious years in the nineteenth century. Each state handled it a little differently from the oth-
ers, some using the term Rückschein (abbreviated RÜ) (which became the standard term in

German-speaking jurisdictions after the G PUwas formed), others usingRetour Recepisse (RR), as Aus-
tria had. Prussia did not use either term on its early forms, and later used either. We will use AR as
the generic term.

Material for Germany states ismuchmore difficult to find than for Austria, so this exhibit is rather
thin. This especially applies to international use (as is the case for Austria), so the vast majority of
the items are domestic.
Bavaria Initiated AR service in late 1805 as a result of taking over Austrian-controlled Tyrol. The
Bavarian post office continued operating quasi-independently of that of unifiedGermany until 1924
[R]. The earliest forms do not use either RÜ or RR, but instead read Recepisse and come with instruc-
tions for the receiver to sign it, and then to send the form to the post office of origin. (Recepisse itself
only means receipt, so care as to be taken to not confuse a receipt with a return receipt!) Somewhat
later forms used RR, and by the 1870s, Rückscheinwas in common use.

I don’t have much Bavarian AR material: an 1856 Liefer-Schein, an 1862 RR form, and a Fahrpost
RÜ cover.
Mecklenberg There were two Mecklenbergs, -Schwerin and -Strelitz, with slightly different postal
history [MU]. I could not find mention of AR rates before 1848, and then only for M-Schwerin. Both
were absorbed by the North German Confederation (NGC) in 1867.

I have just one form (RR), used in 1863.
Prussia Prussia had AR service from at least some time in the 1820s. One interesting featurewas that
it was free (apparently, an option) for registered letters in the Briefpost (but in the Fahrpost, was
charged). ThisparallelsUSdomesticAR (RRR) service; from 1863–1910, RRRwas included in registered
mail, and from 1910–1925, it was a free option.When the Austrian-German Postal Unionwas formed
(1850), domestic AR was still free on registered letters, but was charged extra for letters within the
Union (ending the parallel with the US, which had AR as a free option onmail abroad 1868–1925).

We show an 1831 Prussian AR form, printed in the 1820s. It has neither RR nor RÜ printed on it;
similarly, a larger 1836 form is shown, and then an intermediate-sized form in 1849. There is also a
very unusual form, in German, for AR on insured parcels from St Petersburg to Berlin (printed 1850,
used in 1851; it was returned unsigned. We have a very dark blue 1860 form (still without RR or RÜ).

Then there is an 1865 RÜ cover in the Fahrpost, and an RR cover to Hungary in the Briefpost.
Saxony There is almost no information (that I could find) about AR service in Saxony. However,
we have two RR forms, the first (1856) almost identical to contemporary Austrian forms, and with
a 3Groschen stamp. The second is an 1860s unsigned form for a Fahrpost item to Paris, this with
2Groschen postage. There is also an 1850 item that is possibly an insinuation form.
North GermanConfederation (NGC) This was formed 1 January 1868, andwas superseded on 18 Jan-
uary 1871 by the (second) German Empire. There were northern and southern components, which
used different currencies, but I think thatmymaterial is from the northern part. [MI] does not list AR
fees for either part, but the service existed; perhaps it was a free option on registered matter (as it
had been for domestic Prussian letters)?

Anyway, we have just one AR form, two domestic Fahrpost RÜ covers, and one Briefpost RR cover
to Ukraine in the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
GermanEmpire (18 January 1871–1918) I couldnotfindmuch information, suchas rates for theperiod
to 1875. It appears (but I am probably wrong) that the NGC rates continued in force.



We show two (different) bilingual RÜ forms returned from the US (1873 and 1874) and one domes-
tic cover.
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German states’ Rückschein forms

Bavaria
Maintained its own postal service until 1920

Liefer-Schein
A term used in Bavaria for Rückschein

Returned from Neustadt amMain (Bavaria) to Nürnberg, 1856. Folded letter sheet



Bavaria Retour-Recepisse form

Rothenburg an der Tauber to Würzburg (both in Bavaria), 1862. Folded letter sheet, properly signed, and returned as
registeredmatter (CHARGÉ).



Bavaria Rückschein form

Lehrberg to Ansback (both in Bavaria), 1862. Folded letter sheet,
properly signed, and returned as registeredmatter (Chargé).



Form
Handwritten in advance

Returned from Tegernbach to Mühldorf (both in Bavaria), 23May 1873. Returned to
the Bezirksamt, thus ex-offo, and free.



Bavaria Rückschein form

Returned from Plattling to Passau (both in Bavaria), 12May 1872. Ex-offo. Lithographed. Folded letter sheet.



Bavaria Rückschein form
What year? Slightly different from the 1872 lithographed form

Returned fromKissingen (Bavaria) toNeustadt, year? Folded letter sheet, properly signed.
Lithographed Kurrentschrift.



Bavaria Fahrpost Rückschein

Insured parcel within Passau, 5March 1874. Returned as folded letter sheet to
office of origin. Parcel weighed 300 Loth (about 5 kg), and was insured for
300 fl.



Bavaria Rückschein

Returned from Reupelsdorf to Schweinfurt (both in Bavaria), 1874. For a regis-
tered item to themayor of Reupelsdorf. Returned as registered folded letter
sheet to office of origin.

cm



Prussia

Rückschein/Retour Recepisse forms
NeitherRueĘshein norRetour RecepiĄe appears on these forms; nonetheless, thewording on them describes the service.

Returned from Bromberg (one of two in Prussia) to Zempelburg
(now Krajenskie in Poland), 1831. Printed in the 1820s. Prop-
erly signed.

Returned fromStablewitz (nowStablewice inPoland) toRheda
(Prussia), 1836.



Prussia

Falkenburg (Zlocieniec, now in Poland) to Brieg (now Brzeg in Poland), 1849.



Russian RR form to Berlin
Fahrpost

For a parcel (of value three rubles) received from St Petersburg, 1851. Not signed. Intended to be returned to the Russian
court post office in St Petersburg.



Prussia

Returned from Damnitz (nowDebica in Poland) to Pyritz (now Pyrzyce in Poland), 1860. Properly signed.



Prussian Retour Recepisse cover to Hungary

Berlin to Tókay, January 1865. Ms Retour Recepisse, with boxed Recommendirt. Conjecturally, postage of 2 Silber-
groschen registration and 3 Sgr to Hungary (within Austro-Hungarian Empire); presumably, 2 Sgr RR fee paid on
the form.



Mecklenberg

RR form

Returned fromMalchin to Rostock (both in Mecklenberg), October 1863. Properly signed.



Saxony

Retour-Recepisse form
The typeface and the structure of this form is very similar to that of the Austrian RR forms of the 1840s and 1850s.
One difference is that on the Austrian forms,when the head is in Fraktur or Textura, the dash between thewords is a
canted equal sign, whereas here it is just a heavy short line; another is that on the first line, dem appears on Austrian
forms, but here it is de. The wording is slightly different: on the top line, instead of k.k. PoĆamt, we see K. S. PoĆ. Of
course, the dead giveaway is the Saxony stamp on reverse.

Saxony knock-off RR form, returned from Elberfeld to Ebersburg, 1858.

On reverse, 3Groschen stamp.



Saxony, Fahrpost form returned from foreign destination

Returned from Paris to Glauchau, 1860s (Saxony was annexed to the North German Confederation in 1867). RR fee of
2Neugroschen. Illegible weight, xxx Loth (possibly 940, about 16 kg). Unsigned.



Saxony
Insinuation?

Liebenau (one of two, in either Hesse or Lower Saxony) to ??, 1850. Acknowledges receipt of a ruling by the local court.



North German Confederation

Fahrpost covers

Flatow (now Zlotov in Poland) to Marienwerder (Brandenburg), 1868. Ms gegen Rückschein, with Recommandirt struck
through in blue crayon—this was a non-registered parcel insured for 1 Taler, 19 Sgr. On official service. Standard
Ausgang on reverse.

Sagan (now Zagan in Poland) to Breslau (nowWroclaw in Poland), 1869. Ms Rückschein; parcel. Apparently rated 21/2 Sgr
for value up to 50 Taler and up to 15G-miles, and 11/2 Sgr registration.



Registered NGC cover to Ukraine (Austrian Empire)

Dresden to Loszniow (then in Austrian Galicia, now in Ukraine), 1870. Ms Rekomandirt ergo retour recepice; almost the
standard Austrian formula, erga Retour Recepisse.

Registration in the NGC is listed at 11/2 Silbergrosschen; presumably secondweight (15–250 grams) letter 2 Sgr do-
mestic, overpaid 1/2 Sgr.

Routing given as Breslau, Cracowie [Kraków], Leopal [Lviv], Tarnopol [Ternopil], to Mikulince (also in Ukraine).



German Empire
Form returned from foreign destination (US)
An 1868 treaty, effective 1869, between the US and North German Confederation (extending to the German Empire
in 1871) implemented AR service and required bilingual (German-English) AR forms. Somewhat primitive English on
this form. No pre-UPU U S international AR forms are known.

German AR form, Cannstatt (Baden-Württemberg; now part of Stuttgart) to Virginia City (NV), 1873. Properly signed; ad-
dressed to MrMMoose, but signed M Moost. Although there are US marks on reverse, form likely returned under
cover. Via Bremen and New York (red double circle registered handstamp on reverse). Germany did charge a fee for
AR, but evidently it was applied to the registered letter at this time.



Returned from foreign destination (US)
Similar, but not identical, to the 1873 example.

GermanAR form,Cannstatt toAltoona (PA) viaHamburg, 1874. Prop-
erly signed. This and the previous form were bilingual (al-
though sesquilingual is more accurate), in accordancewith the
1868 treaty between the US and German states.



German Empire Rückschein form

Neustrelitz–Stargard (both in Mecklenburg), 27 June 1871. RR fee paid by NGC 2Groschen stamp (Empire stamps were
not issued until 1872).



Empire Rückschein

Munich–Frankfurt am Main, 23 July 1875. Ms Frei gg [gegen] Schein & Rücks[chein] on a registered letter. Postage of
10 kr.



France
Avis de réception in pre-GPU France

F
rance joined the GPU/UPU on 1 January 1876. Prior to this, France had established AR service
domestically 6 July 1859, and internationally (requiring bilateral or multilateral treaties) in
December 1866. The fees were 10 centimes from the outset to 30 August 1871, when it rose to

20 ctm, and for internationalmail, 20 ctm fromDecember 1866. The latter is amoot point in the pre-
GPU period, since I’ve never seen a form or cover sent internationally (an 1876 form to Belgium—in
the G PU period for France—appears in the France and colonies international AR exhibit).

On topof that, I haven’t seenanyFrench A R covers, domestic or international, in thepre-G PUera. It
was not required to indicate AR on the covers, and thismay be part of the reason. Initially (in France),
anydomestic itemofmailwaseligible for AR service; therewasno registrationorother special service
requirement (such as valeur déclarée). It is possible that this changed in December 1866.

So all we have here are forms. The first formwas preparedMay 1859. It, like all subsequent forms
until the 1880s, consisted of four pages in booklet form, to be returned as a folded letter sheet. Frank-
ing (paying the AR fee) was required on the form, usually on the part with the name and address of
the sender.

The first formswere entitled (page 1 of the booklet)
AVIS DE RÉCEPTIONDE CHARGEMENT

(likely the first use of avis de réceptionworldwide). All those I have seen in person with this wording
have been on white to beige paper (possibly sulphurized).

At some time in 1867–68, the wording and paper colouring changed. The former became
CHARGEMENTSDONT LES EXPÉDITEURS DEMANDEA CONNAITRE LE SORT

[missing accents are not on the original] on page 1 of the booklet, and
RENSEIGNEMENTS FOURNIS A L’EXPÉDITEURS SUR LE SORTD’UN CHARGEMENT

(information provided to senders on the fate of a letter—this is not quite precise; it’s not clear how to
translate chargement in this context) on the page with the return address. The paper was pink, and
the printing on pages 2 and 3was in red. With the change in wording, it is possible that there was a
corresponding restriction to registered andother special servicemail. On the formprinted July 1868,
there is now a little box on the page to indicate the registration number of the letter.

On the form shown here printed December 1867, the clerk has recordedwhat appears to be a reg-
istration number on page 4; this is likely because it was an earlier printing used after the July 1868
printing and its successors had been available for some time. [R, pp 222–3] reports that on the form
printed September 1871, the wording on page 4 (second line) is
D’UNOBJET CHARGÉOU RECOMMENDÉ, replacing D’UN CHARGEMENT.

Warning: Many auction houses and on-line dealers, either through ignorance or an attempt to deceive, offer
these forms with half missing (pages 1 and 2, or 3 and 4).



French avis de réception forms
Four-page booklets, first printedMay 1859. Returned as folded letter sheets. Domestic AR service began 6 July 1859.

Returned from St Brice-en-Cogles to StMalo, 26 July 1859 (threeweeks after service began). Form 103, printedMay 1859.
AR fee 10 centimes paid by stamp. Numeral 3176. Properly signed.



French avis de réception forms

Returned from Riez (Provence) to Cotignac (Provence), November 1859. Form 103, printed May 1859. AR fee 10 centimes
paid by stamp. Numeral 971. Properly signed.



French avis de réception forms

Returned from Paris to Beauvais (Oise), 1860. Form 103, printed May 1859 (again!). AR fee 10 centimes paid by stamp.
Numeral 332. Properly signed.



French avis de réception forms

Returned from Paris to Voves (Eure-et-Loire), 1861. Form 103, printed February 1860. A R fee 10 centimes paid by what’s
left of a stamp. Properly signed.



French avis de réception forms

Returned from La Vilette to Caen (Calvados), 1861. Form 103, printed April 1861. AR fee 10 centimes paid by stamp.
Properly signed. Numeral 578.



French avis de réception forms

Returned from Paris to Confolens (Charente), 1862. Form 103, printed April 1861. AR fee 10 centimes paid by stamp.
Properly signed. Numeral 939.



French avis de réception forms

Returned from La Rochefoucauld to Vaugirard, 1863. Form 103, printed March 1863. A R fee 10 centimes paid by stamp.
Properly signed. Numeral 3173



French avis de réception forms

Returned from Bray-sur-Seine to Paris, 1864. Form 103, printed September 1863. AR fee 10 centimes paid by stamp.
Properly signed. For an insured (not registered) letter, in the amount of 800 fr. (Receipt upper right.) Numeral 603.



French avis de réception forms

Returned from Falais to Crest (Drome), 1865. Form 103, February 1864. AR fee 10 centimes paid by stamp. Signed.



French AR form returned from Algeria
Pages 3 and 4 are missing.

Returned from Alger to Nancy, August 1866. Properly signed. Form 103,
printed November 1865.



French avis de réception forms

Returned from Angers to Bayeux (Calvados), 1867. Form 103, Car. 147, printed September 1866. AR fee 10 centimes paid
by stamp. Numeral 357. Properly signed. Bayeux is famous for the tapestry; Calvados, for the apple liqueur.



French AR form

Returned from Carles (Htes Pyrénées) to Fleurance (Gers), December 1868. Form 103, C.r. 116, printed July 1868. AR fee
10 centimes paid by stamp. Numeral 1522. . . . a été présenté au destinataire qui en a donné reçu.



French AR form

Returned from St Denis sur Seine to Blois, December 1869. Form 103, C.r. 116, printed January 1869. AR fee 10 centimes
paid by stamp. Numeral 500. Properly signed.



French AR form returned from Algeria
Redwordingonoutside, pinkpaper, andwordingchanged toRenseignements fournis à l’expéditeur sur le sort d’un charge-
ment (information provided to the sender of the fate of a registered letter).

Returned from Saida (Oran, Algeria) to Orange (Vaucluse), 1869. Form 103, C.r. 116, printed July 1868. AR fee 10 centimes
paid by stamp. Numeral 2730. Properly signed. The town name, Orange, has nothing to do with the fruit.



French AR form

Returned from Fécamp (Lower Seine) to Blangy-sur-Brest (Somme), February 1870. Form 103, C.r. 116, printed December
1867. AR fee 10 centimes paid by stamp. Numeral 492. Properly signed.



French AR form

Returned from Sceaux (Seine) to Gisors (Eure), August 1871. AR fee 10 centimes paid by stamp. Numeral 1658. Properly
signed. Missing pages 2 and 3.



French AR form

Returned from Rosières-de-Picardie to Montdidier (Somme), February 1875. Form Écu rose 123, printed September 1875.
AR fee 20 centimes paid by stamps. Properly signed.



Return receipt (ricevuto di ritorno)
in independent Italy, to 1875

T
his exhibit covers those parts of Italy that were independent (of Austria). The Kingdom of
Italy was formed in 1861, consisting of several Italian states. Various others joined in time.
All the pre-GPU material that I could find in the pre-GPU period were forms, and not very

many of those.

Comments, suggestions, corrections, criticisms are welcome and solicited (don’t pull any punches, I
have thick skin). I can be reached at rochelle2@sympatico.ca.

For Italywithin theAustrianorAustria-HungarianEmpire, see the exhibit dealingwithpre-GPUAus-
trian Empire. For international post-1875, some Italian ARmaterial is on Richard Frajola’s site.
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Italian RR forms

Just before joining Italy
In 1859, Lombardywas transferred to Piedmont-Sardinia,which became part of independent Italy in 1861. For some
reason, Mantova (or Mantua), although part of Lombardy, remained within the Austrian Empire. In 1866, it was
re-absorbed by Lombardy, and became part of the Kingdom of Italy. The destination, Bergamo (also in Lombardy),
was part of the Kingdom of Italy from 1861. So we have an RR form for a registered letter from the Austrian Empire
to the Kingdom of Italy.

Mantova to Lower Bergamo, 23May 1865. The form is that of the Austrian Empire used in Lombardy-Venetia. Austrian
10 kreuzer stamp pays RR fee.



RR form
From 1 January 1863, the RR fee (whether domestic or international) was 20 centisimi, prepayment required.

Within Venice, 30 June 1867. Bilingual Italian-French RR form (probably intended for international use), with RR fee
paid by 20 centesimi stamp.



RR form

Cittanova–Florence, 1867. Bilingual Italian-French (intended for international use). Card thickness. Stamp pays
20 centisimi RR fee.



RR form

Venice–Milan, 1869. Unilingual Italian (intended for domestic use). Card thickness. Stamp pays 20 centisimi RR fee.



RR form

Vicenza–Milan, 1870. Apparently the same printing as preceding form.



RR form

Polpenazze–Preseglie (Lombardy), 19 September 1869. Bilingual Italian-French; intended for international use.



RR form, international use

Milan–Spalato (Split, Austrian Empire; now in Croatia) via Trieste, 1871. Italian-French. Stamp pays 20 ctm RR fee.



Romania

I have just the one item

RR form

Within Târgul-Frumos (West Moldavia), 1866. Stamp pays 20 Parale RR fee.



(Russian-controlled) Poland
RR cover with form
An RR cover with its form (not filled in—very likely, the formwas ignoredwhen the itemwas delivered, as there are
no signs that it was returned to sender).

Registered letter from Rawa (Russian Poland; now Rawa Mazowiecka in central Poland) to Markgröningen (Württemberg,
Germany), November 1851. No Rückschein or Retour Recepissemarkings on the cover. Red handstamp franco (paid)
applied at time of mailing. What looks like f10 probably reads fco (Franco).

FromSlupcaviaLowicz, both inRussianPoland, toPosen (Poznan, then inPrussia). By rail throughBerlin, Leipzig,
and Hof. Large postmark is TPO BAHNP[ost] HOF-NÜRNBERG, and (almost) cut off as the train had already passed it
when themail was processed, SCHWARZENBERG [an der Saale]) to Nürnberg.

Russia had completely taken over Poland’s postal service by January 1851. Paid 20 + 353/4 + 3= 583/4 kopeks: 10 kop
registration and 10 kop letter rate through Poland; 353/4 kop = 11 Sgr, of which 6 Silbergroschen was creditted to
Prussia and 5 Sgr distributed to Bavaria and Württemberg; and 3 kop RR fee. The crayon 2 (kr) likely represents
1 kreuzer—inland Württemberg letter rate—doubled for rural delivery (Markgröningen did not have a post office
until 1853).

Unsigned RR form, bilingual German-Polish.

Many thanks to Sören Andersson,Dietmar Schmitz, and Karl Huber
for their massive help analyzing this cover.


