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= Introduction®™

This work is a chronological listing of the tenures of Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Connecticut postmasters organized
by counties. It has been presented in a format that is intended to be intuitively understood, without long explanation.

Post office names and periods of operation are important and integral parts of this research. Post offices often changed locations
within their townships without changing names. However, many post offices did undergo name changes. Traditional cross referencing
is employed to cover these concerns. There are occasions when a given post office name was discontinued, then reassigned to a
different office. In these cases the name is followed by [1], [2], etc.

There were 785 post offices in Connecticut during the time period covered. The county maps are from Atlas of the State of
Connecticut published by D.H. Hurd, Boston, 1893. While the maps do not show every post office listed, it is a worthy representation
of many of them.

The handwritten documents submitted by postmasters were subject to misreading. There are many spelling errors found in the
primary sources. Just as we today have difficulty reading the old style penmanship (usually the Spencer method), so did the clerks
and typesetters of the time. The letter u was often confused with the letter n. Therefore, we find Mashapaug listed erroneously as
‘Mashapang’. The Middlebury Post Office was recorded as ‘Middleburg’ for years because the clerks in Washington, D.C., misinterpreted
the postmaster’s poor penmanship.

There were many other cases of mistaken letters in the spellings of the names of postmasters: M confused with H; I with J; F
with T; S with L, and the list goes on... Where known signatures were found on free franked mail, the spelling used by the actual
postmaster was accepted. The symbol = indicates that there are known free frank example(s) of a specific postmaster.

The vast majority of the dates and years listed are from Post Office Department records. One must be wary of using the terms date
of appointment and establishment date because that information is so inexact, especially in the earlier records. The dates in the primary
source records could be the date that the first returns were received from any particular postmaster, the date that the postmaster’s
bond was received, or the date that the postmaster’s letter of appointment was written. The amount of time it took to send and
receive mail is not considered (see Figure 2). Some early Connecticut postmasters were found to be running informal post offices
without compensation before being officially appointed. So, the postmaster in most cases was in the job either before or after the
date given, usually within a fiscal quarter. We will probably never know the exact day a person began performing his or her duties
as postmaster, or the exact day that an office began to operate, unless it is found mentioned in contemporary correspondence.

18th & 19th Century Connecticut Postmasters and Their Post Olffices was first published with the kind support of the Connecticut
Postal History Society on compact disc in 2005 from which these tables are taken.

~William J. Duffney
December, 2009
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S Key =

AKA  also known as SpC Spelling Change

APP  Appointment/appointed Spv Spelling Variation

B Branch TH Town history

c Circa (placed at end of figures) USR  United States Register

C Change [1], etc. Denotes a single name designa-
Co County tion that was assigned more
CoC  County Change than once, not necessarily to
CtR. Connecticut Register the same office location

Disc Discontinued (1), etc. More than one postmaster
DPO  Discontinued Post Office appointed in a given year

Est Established 0 Continuing in a new appoint-
FF Free Frank ment after post office operation
fr from change

hs Handstamp &= Postmaster Free Frank known
ipo in place of

Ms Manuscript

NC Name Change Counties

Op Operating

pm Postmaster F Fairfield

PMK  Postmark H Hartford

PO Post Office L Litchfield

POD  Post Office Department records M Middlesex

RB Rural Branch NH New Haven

Re-est Re-established NL New London

S Station T Tolland

Sp Spelling W Windham
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Figure 1 — Manuscript copy of the oath of office taken by Litchfield Postmaster Moses Seymour, Jr., which was administered by
his father Justice of the Peace Moses Seymour, Esq., on February 9, 1802, some thirteen days after the official appointment.




POST OFFICE DEPJARTMENT,

OFTICE,
%}W; ( _Q%fﬂf.'g/f p; (&7
The Postmastey, Gene /g?a appointed you POSTMAST. /a’? 2t st
I‘.]vl:ln.m‘r,:,lI of E Sl gL, State of *?p;f,,z[,{./af(f

in which eapacity you will be nulhm':zed_ to act, upon complying with the following requirements:

1st. To execute the enclosed bond, and cause it to be executed by two sufficient sureties, in
the presence of suitable witnesses, and the sufliciency of the sureties to be certified by a qualified
magistrate.

2d. To take and subscribe the oath or affirmation of office enclosed, before a magistrate, who
will certify the same.

3 To exhibit ]rnur bond and qualification, duly executed and certified as aforesaid, to

Lo
é; (el W'Z‘l —or the person having charge of the Post Office of

}/ 475 > ——— and then to deposite them in the mail, addressed to me.

You will then be entitled to enter on the duties of the office, without waiting for a commission,
and to take charge of the public property belonging to the Post Office aforesaid, such as desks, cases,
boxes, maps, tables of post offices, laws and instructions, mail keys, blanks, letters and papers on
hand, and stationery.

After the receipt, at this Department, of your bond and qualification, duly executed and certified,
and the approval of the same by the Postmaster General, a commission will be sent you.

It will be your duty to continue in the charge of the office, either personally or by assistant,
until you are relieved from it by the consent of the Department, which will be signified by the
discontinuance of your office, or the appointment of your successor.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

ik it

Second Assistant Postmaster General.

- - [ Y
%/,f: ‘\._/ﬁﬁuﬂ/ﬂ;(-??'f y %
- i

y

Fd

K. B.—The quoriers oxpire on the 318t of March, 20th June, S0th Seplember, and 31st Docember. Accounts must be
remlered for each quarter within two rla].'a after its close.

Postmasters are not authorized bo give cglil for poatage.  “Want of funds, therafore, is no exense for filure of payment.

A Poutmostor must not l‘il-ﬂ.l’-l"'“ 1he 1 by which his office is designated on the books of the Department, withoul the
order of the Postinaster Genaral. -

Bo earoful, in mailing letters, (o post-mork cach ane, in all estes, with the name of your office and Stale; and, in al]
communications to the Depariment, to embrace in the date the name of your Post Office, County, (or District,) and State.

Figure 2 — Post Office Department Appointment Notice with proper procedures for taking office,
sent to_John Lounsbury of Hamden, December 11, 1837.



POST OFFICE DEPARTMEN'T,

ArroINTMENT OFFICE,

. "%. 277 isan.

Your official bond was destroyed by the fire which consumed the building in
which this Department was kept, on the 15th December, 1836.

By direction of the Postmaster General, I enclose to you a new bond, which
you will please to execute and refturn to me with as little delay as praclicable.
The new bond should be signed by the same persons who were your surelies in
the former bond, if their signatures can be obtained ; bul if thal cunnol be done,
then you will procure new surelies ; and, in either case, the sufficiency of the sure-
ties must be certified by a magistrate, according to the jform annexed to the bond.

1 also enclose blank forms for the oath of office to be taken by yourself and
assistant, which you will please to have filled up and return them with your
bond.

Very respectfully.

Your obedient servant,
ROBERT JOHNSTON,

Sevond Mssistant Postmaster Geneval,

Figure 3 — Post Office Department Appointment Office instructions for replacing bonds destroyed by fire on December 15, 1836,
sent to Wilton Postmaster Samuel E Lambert, and datelined April 25, 1837.
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AUDITOR'S OFVICE OF THE TREJASURY,
FOR THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT,

/ e =}
Thaelhs 19 . 184 6.
For:

.ﬁa/&/m éf the %Dafé ‘%Wt g/#ﬁs P M. gamm/:/m seceoved, that @
mwaf%oak&zm(ffdo leen Mﬁww%,m%#&(wmmwc‘ﬁmm
are now 1o coave. I becomes W,Mw,waﬁﬁt%ﬁew”mﬁ%mzé
and jémz/ aaféw&’mvzd’- ?/ your accounts.

e%fb/—,éaddlyi@ le dakon o5 the tmrz%w?/t% %&4 & the new oncumdbent as sson
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sant P M. Goncral. N9 a/c(c(z?u acgyﬂfd o take /Eém in this Mﬂ%&?" S and, g/
any shoutd Jaﬁﬁcﬂ L, the M?& enriocert ff i ohould v}zzmmﬁzleé ﬁe_d {mw? ﬁom ths
se«ﬁam@i?g}f ’ J}z at once fmf@%zf e fzos‘ and the cause b the 2d y‘@élaﬂg %dxw
ber ﬁ;wmc{’

?fmw mw%(m"d A/rmo{gém and zeymaﬁé%y fr e %’{5&5 will cgorinence jéom and
%ﬂ‘ the a{qy on which fe mails #es tond and cath ; and yowes so_fo?? cease on e day,
nerd /%zeamé}y the cﬁy on which, foes commences. I weluno eg{ e two should d&&b{éf
cwz/m:s lo the e Sivre sated. %rs trould s}?zmm&aé make out oo W zetuen 4o
thhe d’ag; next foreor & the conunenceinent ff/ Ais sorvice ; and fois f:&at veturn should le
made out j{am {/faf aéz;.c & the end %/ ths cureent :z(ms{ﬁ"- %&W ﬁ?m/ aeteerz, 40 mads
ok, you witd éf&m{&éké} laansmit, clos you may le aulpected o the Jeayment f doulde
e amount o/ fuostages vececved ; and o ?% Lthat it 6 ypour Aé'rmf vetunn,
and ;ct yom*' dteceesder Lo nole r,%'}zc&éz % a&jo, e ¢ ';34 on -w/m‘a/f ffé ffm Mm /&fﬁ?ﬁwn ;f
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-/j/ thie lats Tostmanter o whom s corcelar may te aa/t/za:fﬁaﬁ fras aémaﬁz; vemoved
bom the /4&&, cr 63 dead, the surctics of sk Postmaster witd see that his %zbc‘ané o7
other Jeezson en c{mia tif/ e %f/m teansmit #es /z/}'m{ wetusn on manner alove slated, and
otheruise mm/&{y with e &y?mo{gbﬁa fzﬁ%zem contatned.

Aot the same lime that ot liansmet thes jé'naf eoburs & the Fostmaster Gencral
o will teansmit lo me your dzm%oz s W:%d ﬁf" the :9'5&# /7@6 /ﬁ/zcy’wt{,u c’mm{ over fo
fom, and d{a{cmow{ f/ yewr dr;msz m«:&é&f é%ta'?a @m/a&ms withh the ﬁ/&a@? Gfaﬁv
teo 220 /m[fz&&zf in 1843 :

Jice Deprimens, subjoet 1 the inspettion of he Foshmadl Georl e OF any generi specal s¢¢at of the Depiruent, and
Ww‘?fﬂg;t.ic?niiﬂgsb;{l:g'?{':f:gut:i'g:ﬂw aE;_l; m;m; ﬂﬁ,ﬁg‘:g}ﬁ!ﬁ: Eﬂ:t:::l States with the balances due on his quarterly

returns as acknowledged, and when notified by the Auditor of any eorrections made on examination thereof, be will make the cor-
responding corrections in the general apcgn ‘enter the proper credit therefor, =8 = L, ERERNEEN;

“ 889, The deputy postmaster will likewise credit all sums collected by, or deposited with him, on tof the Department,
and will debit the acconnt with all sums paid over for the general service of the Department, whether by deposite, upon draft, or
upon collection order.”

..g/z{;(ecm endficclion %J& looks g(ﬁ;w %ﬁéﬁ,#ﬁ%d{a{?%‘imr o lea /mém?’
any moment at s time on yonr fands, f«:ﬁ'k{?eeﬁaedéw &%(&é%ﬂdﬁf’dé
amount, as a/m&nm‘? measuie, o be laken dnds vicw wfion e ocbtloment to e mads
%w#&m@'@%ﬁ%m&mwufm%maf%{&mw&wfm&ém

Figure 4 (first of 2 pages) — Auditor's Office for the Treasury instructions to postmasters making
their final returns when leaving office, datelined March 15, 1848.




amened, and e entuteo am'u'?? old ?/ them hall have teen a@é& cariid into the looks.
Tty anatt o wdld g/ cowroe fhold. ;r/amaué’(/ f&eym?m,/ 7 /m;: . gt a;rz{z/’: lecause the law di=
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J/fcmy’wn @ fsmm/ ofatement of your account as foe /et n this %’Jw L eothoer for the whots
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com/mza{, 7] /Mjﬁ o &7 you welhowt (é/zzy 3

; Jj/ the dalance aﬁ/war to {o due /zam you to the Dbnited States, S e:ytm:& thiat
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course ?{ b mails, S do not fear /wm yos S shall consider the balance dlaimed as ad-
snitled, and fave @M{ %amf f{”" s colleclion aa.ozz{s}y%/.

Mlygjaé not anlisfials in many cass any a%/z&a@ o the Jrayment % ouck
Ww, et ot aeerna fucfier é/wv e, gr /Sz(ﬁma}y @ corcalar 4o le aaﬁx/z%ea/ & all, to slats, that
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shalt feawve een ab the tioubls, and /éwé;r/éa the efeende ‘i’?{ /mamléy the Wﬁ' exctdes
éﬁr nonsfayment will te vecocved with very leitle ¢'fz'wr.

Jn m/wz to Postmastees femm/%.}/, 7 may c‘:r;‘/x% the Jb/ca that /m, % ary,
will ﬁzu me o o ﬂeef,;é&%f, 17 /&s%{ézmzz}y ny a/;zg;, ¢ ,m‘ﬁ;&c(y}zy them to the exfiende
and twalts f covel avtions ﬁr the vecovery y balances die, or (o the more dorious an~

noyances gf cviminal freos

Auditor.
Esq.,
Late Postmasler.

Figure 4 (page 2) — Auditor's Office for the Treasury instructions to postmasters making
their final returns when leaving office, datelined March 15, 1848.



