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WASIOJA Cover above bears the Type II postmark bearing
the FREE frank of the postmaster R.Campbell. Cover
belou bears the same postmark on a registered cover.
Prepaid with the 3¢,5¢ and lO¢ stamps of the 1861 issue.
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CLAREMONT. Post Office established in Dodge County January
24,1856.Cover below bears the postmark of F.W.Doe the
postmaster. The return address is to George Hitchcock the
first postmaster of Claremont.
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FARi HllL. Post Office established in Olmsted Comty April 13,1863
and discootirnx!cl Ih=enber 20,1889. Cover above bears the COJl1ty
postJnark. Both covers used in the 1870 period.

,AI" v, A'I e -J' /

, II I til ... 4 ;t"'J

I "/
,

/
I ,



MINNESOTA

..

(

NASHVILLE CENTRE. Post Office established in Martin County February
21, 1867 and name changed to NASHVILLE CENTER January 21, 1892. ItWAS
DISCONTINUED July 15, 1904. Cover shown bears the postmark of S.BACON
the postmaster.

LAC QUI PARLE. Post Office established in Dahkotah County one of the
oriBinal counties February 21, 1851 and discontinued in that county
August 14, 1654. Reestablished in Lac qui Parle County December 15.
1870 and finally discontinued August 31, 1907.

BOX 3305.

Boot and Shoe Co"

Boston,

Mass.
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GRAND FORKS, NORTH DAKOTA .01Y"~
18 8i~l\~ 011 tho wo~torn ~huro of tho Red Hivor of tI,O Nortrl.i11 the 1

10 ,,\
urtlst [unlit! llgrlcllltural dll..trlctr 111 tho ~vorl(1, thO I(l,a ~~.(:r (., YJ' ~)
. Valley, 11 v.,lIoy :lO!f lJ1il~ In 1011g-tll am] tlU uul03 wid.' ('J

'.I. '" i.....·, tbl:! county IIcl\j(~fAmlJ(lp;'arkll Counly. l\ conD- \Lf. \ 'r"\ -
•. '.' . -. . .:t;>:. wltlJout I/. dollar of I.xmded debt.. ~r::?\~o~~.

A thorouxh pub- V· S rbowla.c.
lie school s)'sWm. ' -.: J«~ .ons; fineat
two lmsinOM collogOl'l, opera in tho north

. tho 0 racll }o"orka Colloge, woat, costing $lUOJ)(XI; pub-
8t. &rnlLrd's Academy nud lie library, C08ting$25.000; (oun-
the SLaw UnivOl1nty of North Da· dation complotod for 110 'lG:i,OUO puh.
koLa witb 000 students, ",cd buildings lie building; public and pri-
\'alued At a quarWlr of a mil· vat.o improvowonl.8 to CQlJt.
lion dollars. Educational .··<v',UOO under contract.
r .,.,. 1100 1 Has over 10,OOOinbabi- .........aCI I las UnOlIU&' Iy lor cowpletion uur.. . b tanl.8. 17 mil8lll0f sewer, 17Ilny cny In t. e ing tbe next. year.
llort.bw6!JL miles of walermailUJ Ilnd 12 milCllof

pavod lIt.roote. OWIl3 il.8 own oloctric
li/o:ht plAnt., wa.tor worb and an tlxcollont

liIt.flLLlon Illaol·, OOSUng aoo.OOO. 3 wholesalugro­
CC1r)'and:1 wbolcsalolruit.bou_. Hastwodaily, lour

w..oklyand two monthly paper$. Woolen Mills, saw milLs.
" brick yards, foundriCll, biAcuit. and cracker taCt(lfItll. tent.and

Awning factory, candy factoriflll, bottling worb. trunk fll.Ctory, tilo
f/\.CLOr)'. Rallb and door factOry aod ill an excellent. pomt. fnrdilltribution of

farm implements and manulactured pnxluct.a. 20 JlUS6nger LnJIl3 in and
out. daily. liM an electric lILreet. railway in operat.aon. 4 Iteam laundries.

Write the Commercial Club for Detailed Informalion.
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IN THE DAYS OF DAN PATCH

The Minnesota State Fair as it looked in 1902­
1906 when Dan Patch was making his world records
of 1:56 and 1:55 for the mile.

GRANO 5~..", M'NN£50T" SU.TB F ...... GROUND"
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FARIDAULTKINNESOTA to England via Liverpool/U.S.Packet
with arrival date April 21,1879 - 13 days in transit.

MENDOTAKINNESOTA.Post Office established January 7,1854
and discontinued March 3,1972,in Dakota County. Another
example of international mail to Great Britain in 1878.
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RID IRE FAUS.Post Office established in Polk Colrlty Iim::h 25,1878
and changed to Red lake Cam.ty I:ecelrber 24,1896.
RID IlIlC.Post Office established as ~TA in Wabasha Coonty
August 6.1850 and narre changed to Red Wing O::tober 7,1850. (b March
5.1853 it becanE. the COUlty seat of Goodhue Coulty.
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IUQ\S. Post Office .establis})e(l Ul Rice CDunty February 22.1859.
Cover above bears the CClI'lty poStnBt'k April 1, 1880.
JWtPI]. Post Office established as IWtt:JNDSFmD Septarber 16,1878
and nam::'! changed to IWKHJ and discontinued March 31,1%5. Cover
belw bears the county postmark July 30.1884.
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SAUl: RArInS.Cover shown above bears the mail carriers
handstamp of C.n.CHRYSLER SAUl::; HAl'IDS/ROUTE AGENT used in
the 1870 perto4.
RECTOR. Pou Office established September 9,1875 in
Renville County

-
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WINNEBAGO AGENCY. Post Office established in
County September 6. 1856 and discontinued
1886.Cover above was used in the 1860 period.

Blue Earth
March 12,

WINNEBAGO CITY. Post Office established in Faribault County
February 3. 1857 and name changed to WINNEBAGO March I,
1905.
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KIDXX. Post Office established in Mft O::utty Dacertber 23,1878.
Cover bears till:! COUlty postn'lark March 17,1880.
KXItfS fRAIRIE. Post Office established in Wright Cc:utty Ji.ne 18,1862
and I'\(ll'fe changed to tn:A'l1).January 15.1878.
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WHITE BEAR LAKE MINH JUL
301884. Post Office was
established July 22,1857
in Ramsey County. There
are no territorial post­
marks known. Discontinued
May 31, 1938 to a branch of
St.Paul."
WHITEBEAR LAKE, MINN JUL
251904 R.F.D. The spell­
ing was changed to two
words on December 1,1895
and then changed back to
three words again on Dec­
ember 1,1905.
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SOIUSE CIlY. Post Office established in Chisago County February
4,1856 and. changed to stHU:SE April 23.1894. Di.scm.ti..nued ~r
30.195<..
UIISIlUt. Post Office established in Olisago County lbvmt>er
16,1880. Cover bears the co..nty postns:rk .h.ne 25,1886.
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RURAL FREE DELIVERY.
PRIOR LAKE. Post Office established as PRIORS
LAKE April 4,1872 in Scott County. Name was
changed to PRIOR LAKE in 1893 and then to
PRIORLAKE from 1895 to 1905. Finally back to 0

PRIOR LAKE as it is today. Cover above used
February 19 1904 during the 1l:J95-190S period.
MANKATO. Post Office established November 25
1853 in Blue Earth County.Cover used June
2,1903.
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PO STAL. 'CARD
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GIBBON. Post Office established in Sibley County March 15. 1883.
Postal card bears the county postmark March 15. 1886.
STOelTON. Post Office established in Winona County September 8, 1855.
Cover bears the postmark of S.B.Sheardown. the local physician and
surgeon, October 25, 1882.

An~r tell <!lo)' Ir""l ,lelJured ....tnrtl (0

5. B. SHEARDOVVN,

Physician & Surgeon,
STOCK10~, MlNN.

r
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SOUTH PLYMOUTH establ i shed January 11,1864 in Hennepin
County. Name chan~ed to WAYZATA October 2,1866. Covers
above have the variation of the word south i.e. -South
Plymouth Minn Jan 4/65 and So Plymouth Minn Nov 5/65.
Cover below used April 9th about 1875.
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ForwJrde~ by
John G. LJcerd•

.Agent for tha Nurddeutscher
Llo}'d

l
or Bremall at

Vella,· S. Jorge· A~r&S.
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RJ{E[(2i K\ll-Cover above originated in Portugese An;RA in the AZORES
TSIANffi, ;x\dresscO to I)ltchinson. Minnesota June 9.1902.
Cover below oriGinated in Rl5SIA, Scptenber 18.1902 and was recieved
at NTh' l.JIl1 January 7,1903. It is a wt'apper, I.tlich rmy have contained
a ne..'Spaper of iJTllortanee. because it is registered and addressed to

the Olief of Police.
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aoxs:tUf. Post Office established as IIAHLE.Y in Polk County Septenbcr
9,1872. The nalTE was changed to UUXSItfl Noverrber 13,1872. Cover
above bears the county postmark May 29,1882.
KUNE mAIRIE. Post Office established in Stearns County March
13,1863 and discootinued March 15,1905. Postal card bears the county
postmark January 30,1882.

WRITE THE .... DDRESS ON Tt<'5 SIDE-THE MES$ACE ON THEQTHER
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ST()DDARD « ALLEN CO.,
~T. J·.\LL, llD:ro.
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ST PAUL "INN. MAR 1 1905

WHITE MDUNTAIN
ItEFRIIiERATaIlS~
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P. O. Hox lIQ6
CI~HOh."'TO~, ~II:S'.-

CROOKSTON. MI""/DEC 20 1908.
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TORAH. Post Office establ ished in Stearns County July 24.1856
and discontinued MAY 3.1909. Cover above bears the County
Postmark April 16.1883.
LAI:E BENTON. Post Office established April 14,1873 in Lyon
County and then to Lincoln County April 13.1875.

s. c. WHITE,
Di~tributingAI:''''nt fur

G):{AN"D CHIEF CIGARS,

B. o,~.

e. Of" ~.

WINONA, MINN.

B. o..:R."R. B.
"0O.t! fl.C.
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Cuunt)' Seat lIf
the ~t Sing-lu .-\gri.•

cull ural Collllt)· in the United
Rtateo... On tho CIIlCAGO J; SOIU!t-

wt:Sl'1m:>l ,.1\d thu (;IllC,\GO GItE,\'I' WF.Sl'EIt~

Railroads. On" ]lIllL<1l"e(l Illiles ,...",(h of ~l. PI",1 lI)HI
~linneap()hs. Three hundred and forty·rive miles north·west

(>f Chicago. POJlulation eight thousaml. One hUlidred alllI two
[~ctail·Slores, fonr Feed and Grist )lills. six Grain I::lel"atol1i, Stock Y'lIlls.

ROCHESTER MERCHANTS' ASSOCIATION.

ROCHESTER, OLMSTED COUNTY, ~INNESOTA,
"CITY OF HOMES:'

s.:iJ,utlfl1l Park'~, l'well"e Clmrc.:hcs, Fino Public Librar)',~.l "r itan
Theater, Sectari«n and Private Schoob. six Public ·l1:ixM,t{i· ,

. C5t iii the stato, nachester Business and r (i{mal "'7- '-
- ,College. RQcbestcr Commercial Club'..... J t Ii...'. Good

• • • i '~l. ; c:!. ~ ! HoteL,: Cook
,. '., _. \1 4" House, Rochester

(,':Hotel. :-Iortun JI')Ilsc.
and five other Hotels. TIJree

FOllllllcric!I & )!aehine Shops.
two Daily and two \Ycckly XewsJlll.·

pers. Hochestcr \Yater \\·ork.~

Co.• City Electric Ligllt and
Power Plant. H{)('hc.~ter

Bnttlin!{ \Yorks amI
]{OCllc"tcr Gas

COlliplLll y.

N"",e,ous
~l. ",,"'-eturies ,
GJ::O. J. 51'EVENS,
Wholuale Carpet. and Dr.-
peries: CONLEY CA)IERA CO.,
ramous Roelle'te, Cameras; JOHN A.
cor.E FLOUJt ~ILLS, Superior Sprine
Wheal Floor: SCllUSTER BREWI:<>G CO.
s.eh"s'er'. Malt Tooie; MDI:-"l::SOl'A
CONDF.:-lSING 00., M'I'eti. Con'
densed ~1;lk; C. H. ~fORRILL

.t: SON. Wl'olenle Groceries
Erc.; W. J. EA'l"ON EGG
CO.• Cold Sloau.



Dear Doctor:- At. the prf:8f:nt t.ime I would no+

that we might ~

Gh icar;o, Ill.

­,

DR WILLIAM J. MAYO
ROCHESTER.MINN

viae furihe. operation in t.he C:tR""

YOlmg but if s' e should. -

Dr. Wm. Allen PUSF,y,

~B.

ver~' truly your".

==-
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BEAVER. Post Office established 1.0 Winona County April 11,1857 and
discontinued January 1.1906.Cover above mayor may not be
territorial as there is no year date to confirm it.
BEAVER FALLS. Post Office established in Renville County June 18,1867
and discontinued June 15,1904 .
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~. Post Office established in Hennepin CoU'1ty January
7.1854.
SAINI' NmIIftS mIS. Post Office established in W"iat was then
St.Croix Co.nty,Wisccnsin Ten-hOlY Q::tober 1.1849. en Mn:ch 6.1852
it becarre part of HeUlE'pin Comty. Cover above bears the territorial
postllnrk 00 the comer card or a lreJ.l rrcrchant.
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WINONA. Post Office establ ished as MONTEZUMA IN Wabasha
County June 28, 1852 and the name changed to WINONA August
16,1852. On February 23,1854 it became part of Winona
County. Cover above used February 4, 1862.
HEREFORD. Post Office established in Grant County as IRELAND
May 25, 1881 and name changed to HEREFORD December 15. 1888.
It was discontinued September 29, 1923. Cover shown was used
August 26, 1889.
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PEDDLER'S GROVE. Post Office was established in
Waseca County on February 9,1864 and discontinued
February 10,1870.Cover above was used January
29,1866. Cover below December 25,1867.
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IIlftNESOT1.

'Ridcr; ca.l \
soc:;.;: :'2'.
~

SAINT PAUL. Early corner cards of the Minnesota Historical
Society_

c., .
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lallA Post Office established in Hunay County February
10.1880. Postal car~ bears the county postmark.
RAPIDAN. Post Office established in Blue Earth County
November 11,1875 and discontinued October 1,1900.

lfnoto,.ll.,\l"r in ll'n ,lup return I"

S. KENWORTHY &: CO.,
PrOl'no(o,. 01

RAPIDAN MELlS,

. .
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WALKER,HINNESOTA located on the SouthW'est side of Leach lake
in Cass County. Post Office was established February 29,1896
I t is ad] acent to the Leech Lake Ind i an Reserva t ion. Rea 1 Photo
post card shows the city dock with Indians on it and in a birch­
bark canoe .
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ANOU. Post Office established as DECORRI July 22, 1852 and then
changed to ANOKA April 18. 1854 while still in Benton County. Then to
Anoka County May 23, 1857.
AUSTIN. Post Office established in Mower County October 19, 1855.
Cover used in 1888.
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Letter by J .H. Alter who has just arrived in St.Paul and gives a most interesting
description and his impressions of what he has observed. The following extracts
are from the letter. "The gentlemen who were to arrange wi th me about going to
Fort Ridgely & take charge of the Sutler's Store there, have not done so, altho it
is now over 2 weeks since Me.Steel [Franklin,sutler at Ft.Snelling] (who is the
capitalist and resides near here at Fort Snelling) spoke to me about it & at same
time desired to wait until Mr.Randall who resides at the store, should come down.He
said Mr.R. would sanction any thing he (Hr.Steel) did .... Now Fort Ridgely is 160
miles west of this .... about 200 men are stationed there and Indians all around.
The business is a certain one & a good one ... In the spring if I siuted them I was to
have a partnership ... in 10 years I would make a fortune .... Yesterday I concluded
I would wait upon them no longer, but make at.r;angements to leave to day and go down
to New Orleans .... St.Paul is still a rather rough place - It is pleasantly sitiu­
ated some 50 or 60 feet above the Mississippi & has some fine public buildings in it.
It is growing very rapidly and I think it is destined to become a large ci ty, and
'iui te a depot for all the trade & commerce of the North West .... In consequence of my
determination to leave yesterday, I thought I would see a Mr.Winslov,who has been
erecting a large 4, story brick Hotel, vi th Stores below, and who is going on this
winter to N. York & contract to get his furni ture made - and had a talk wi th him, and
said that you might perhaps be vi1.1.10g to rent the corner store" He continues
about business prospects and hope Mr. Winslow "'ill contact him back east. In clos­
ing "The water in the river is so low that the steamboats get up here only ",ith the
greatest difficulty - The Steamer Dr Franklin is expected in every moment,and will
go out again to day the moment she discharges her freight ... I shall go down in her
as far as Galena to which place she runs - There I will take another boat to St.Louis
& from there go to New Orleans .... J .H. Alter"

(\U)r- I1WA- .2.~~ )J;. hVU' u (><;f;i It... ~V1 1u..0­

W wi- ~",r-&~) ~-tc w:.~ 'cA: or:- a,~ JflM..<£ t:z"uL~
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SAINT ANTHONY FALLS

SAINT ANTHONY FALLS .

This was the latgest cataract on
the Mississippi River. By 1863
the limestone foundation of the
falls ,.,ras breaking up as seen in
the photo on the left. In the
years that fOllOlY'ed,dams and
spillways were buil t to save the
falls and by 1963 a lock: "'as built
for access to the upper river.
The Winslm{ House dominates the
skyline of Saint Anthony on the
east side of the river .

(
•

.,

WINSLOW HOUSE

Cover illustrates the Winslow
House \-,hich proclaims C. W. Me Lean
proptietor. The 3 cent star.lp is
tied by the postmark "St.ANTHONY'S
FALLS MIN./JUL 4,1860. The photo
on the right shmvs a person making
notes or a sketch or just reading a
book. As above photo the Winslol"
House is on the skyline. SEE letter
on opposi te page in reference to
building the four story bric]{
hotel in 1853. J
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BIG LAD:. Post Office established as ELI PRAIRIE in Benton
County June 14.1854 and name changed to BIG LAn: July
11,1855. On July 12.1856 it became part of Benton County.
Cover bears the county postmark of John E. Putnam September
2,1888.

FOREST HILLS. Post Office established in
January 3, 1879 and discontinued September
bears the county postmark December 28. 1882.

Goodhue County
IS, 1898. Cover
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REDWOOD FALLS. Post Office established in Redwood County August

8,1864.
SIMPSON. Post Office established in Olmsted County October 8. 1890
and discontinued July 27. 1956.

H. J. O'NEILL GRAIN CO.,

Winona,

Minn.
•
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LAKE ELMO/WASHINGTON CO MINN APR 7,18 1887. The Post Office
was established as LOHMASVILLE on June 12,1866 and then
the name was changed to LAKE ELMO on January 31,1879.
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LILLEKON,KINN/GRANT CO_FEB 15 18B8.Post Office established
as Aastad July 22,1881, then name changed to LILLEMON June 9,
l881.Discontinued October 14,1905.



SAINT PAUL

L

-

The writer of this letter gives a very favorable description
of the city of Saint Paul in 1863,pointing out and identifying
the buildings pictured in this illustrated letter-sheet.
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