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MANTORVILLE Pust Office was established on July 21,
1855 in Dodge County. It was named for the Mantor
brothers who settled there in 1853.

Cover shown above was used in 1858 - just one week
before statehood.
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MAZEPPA Post Office was established on January 7, 1856
in Wabasha County. It is named for Ivan Mazeppa, a Cossack
chief who is commemorated in a poem by llyron.,



The Minnesota Territory

.t.,~~;f'J.7
:h.::. it? ~

• . .

[

SUNRISE CITY Post Office was established on February 4, 1856 in Chisago
County and discontinued on November 30,1954. The CITY was dropped from
the name April 23, IB94. The Postma<;ter wntes to his counterpart at Taylors
Falls for Mnrty more 3 cent and fIfty one cent stampsM.
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RED WING The Post Office was est.ablished as Wah-roo-ta on August. 6,
1850 in Wabasha Count.y. On Oct.ober 7, 1850 the name was changed to
RED WING. On March 5, 1853 it became the Seat of the newly formed
Gondh.:e County.

Ikll WillI{ WIL'I orll{lnully fUlltllll'd n.... II 1Il1SSillll 1.0 t.he Sioux IlUlillllS
In 1837 by the ~'wis.'l misslOnarips Samuel Ocnton and Daniel Gavin. It was
named for a succession of Sioux chiefs whose village stood on the west
shore of Lake Pepin where the city now stands.
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The Minnesota Territory

RED VING,H.T. The cover above bears the type I postmark
used "APR 12" - no year date.Cover below bears the type
II postmark in red,on a fancy envelope, inscribed "SPEED
THE SOFT INTERCOURSE FROM SOUL TO SOUL", containins the
only recorded use with a VALENTINE from the Minnesota
Territory,
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RED WING NUMERAL 3
PRECANCEL. For many
years collectors had noted
this nurneral 3 both on
and orr cover. In either
('as" the 3 was always
s'Tuck on the stamp and
did not tie the stamp to
the cover. Because of this
the theory developed that
the Postma.:;ter had pre
canceled a sheet or more
of these three centstamps.
Then a cover bearing the
red territorial postmark
was found with the nu
meral 3 tying the stamp
to the cover. See Fig. 1.
Also note Fig. 2 and 3
where the numeral 3, not
tying the stamp, is used in
1861 with the first state
hood postmark, and al
most three years after
Minnesota became a state.
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It is still reasonable to believe that the numeralS is a precancel, and in ~he case of Fig. 1, the
Postmaster simply picked up the numeral 3 handstamp and canceled the stamp to the cover.
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RED WING. This is Type ill and the most common of the territorial hand
stamps in both red and black.
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The Minnesota TetTitory

CANNON RIVER FAllS Post Office wa-'i established on June 18,
1855 in Goodhue County. On Au~ust. 15, 1889 the name was changed
to CANNON FALLS. The cover shown above contains a letter dated
~Cannon Falls Nov. 11, 1857", It would indicate that people were
calling the town CANNON FALLS in the territorial days and lonl'l
ht'fflrl' tilt' I'o....t Office Dl'lmrllllt'lll dropped the I(JVJ::H frum the
oamf',
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CANNON FALLS Samc IJost Office as CANNON RIVER
FALLS with thc IUVEU left out.

See CANNON RIVER FALLS in this exhibit.
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CANNON CITY This Post Office was established on May 11,
J855 in Rice County. It was discontinued on September 14,
1880. Cover shown originated at Upper Aquebogue, New York
on August 1st and was missent to CANNON CITY instead of
CANNON FALLS.

!C-------------------~~===~---
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BELLE PLAlNE Post Office was established on November 14, 1854 in Scott County. The
name is from the French meaning "heautiful plain".
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BLOOMINGTON PONt Office wnx cHtahllHhed on .June 19, 18~3 In Hennepin C£~nty.

It was discontinued April 30, 1902 and is now a station of the Minneapolis Post Office.
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BEILE PRAIRIE Post Office established on March 24, 1852 in
Benton County. On February 25, 1856 it became part of the newly
formed Morrison County. It was discontinued as a Post Office on
July 14, 1904.
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YOUNG AMERICA Post Office was established October
25,1856 in Carver County.Cover shown is postmarkec
in manuscript "Young Amerlca H T IOct 26/57 .It is the
only kno\iO example of the territorlal period .

~.,.
AUG

6
~.'t.

CARVER Post orric~ was established nn .June 5, 1856 in Drvcr County. TIle
town and the County were named for Captain Jonathan Can'Cr, explorer and
author. who visited the Upper Mississippi region in J7(,6.
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SAINT CLOUD. The Post Office was established on August 16, 1857 in Stearns
COl;nty. The city is named after the palace of 81. Cloud near Paris, France.

SAINT AUGUSTA The Post Office was established on August 8,
1857 in SLcarns County. It was discontinued on November 14, 1903.
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BANCROFT The Post Orrice was established on
January 8, 1857 in Freeborn County. It was named
for George Bancroft the U.S. Secretary of the Navy
~o~nder of the u.s. Naval Academy and author of ~
Ih~lOry of the United Stalcs·, It was discontinued

July 31, 1902. on
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CHATFIELD Post Office was established on July 29, 1854 in Fillmore
County. The cover shown above was used April 20, 1857. It bears
the Type I postmark.

Cover below was used July I, 1859 and bears the Type II post·
mu.rk uf the tcrritoriai pcriml. Tt:rritorial usage of Type II is nut
known.
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BROWNSVILLE. Post Office wa~ established in Wabashaw county. one of the
nlne original counties, on May 28, 1852. It became part of Houston countj'
in 1854.

CALEDONlA. Post Office was established in Houston county on July 19, 1855
and is presently the county seat. It was named after the poetic name ofScotland
. Caledonia
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OW~TO~A The Post Office was established on August 16,
185., and LS the Scat of Steele County. The name is derived from
the Sioux word meaning Straight River.
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PlAIN VIEW. The Post Office was established as GREENVILLE in Wabasha
county on July 2, 1856. The name was changed to Pw\IN VlEW on July 3D, 1857
and then to PLAINVIEW about 1879.
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POST OVf'ICE DEPARTM',T.

CON~~RAC~' OFFICE t'U£&

(
SIR: V l

Your office is to be supplied with the mail V.l-t~~aweekfrom(F?H.(~.pZ./t/.4k

distance r miles. The cxpcn so of 1'0 supplying it ;!", to be dcfrnycd wholly~ /Y-

of the nett proc{'C'ds of Jour office, and if'. not to e-xceed the sum of J c::;: dollars per

~n; lh(' "urplm:, if allYl to he' r<'ta,i!lf'o, ""hj('ct to, the order of th~ Postmast~rGelleral.

~, ~'7-t.....e..- J~ f!cceptcd as Contractor, ~o perform

thi" ~C'l"\'j('('. whith j" to~N"')q'~ h JlCz p#e ~ t' /z.-.rZ-'f/t. /~r

You will report the date of aetllal commencement of service; also the days and
hours at which you h;lW~ arranged the departures and arrimls of the mail ill each direction,
at each office.

]n reference to lite paym{,llt~ to 1)(' made to the contractor, you will understand that
this is to be dOllC hy YOli quarterly, after tile expimtion of each quarter, on his exhibiting
UcO\lIltel'part of his cOlltract. ,,;i"llll'd h.' 'lio l\'lJtIHflfltn General. 'fhi,;; "ill be evidence of
due ('xccution of contract 011 the part of Ihe Contractor; withollt which, or a ~pecial order
from the J)epartlllt'lIt, no P,IYII\Cllt should be lllat!() to it contractor on a special route, or to
any otJ1Cr pCl'iWn, The Contractor':o; receipt ,Y0H will forwanl to the Auditor for the Post
Office Department, as a \,o\l('h('r to entitle YOlllo credit for tile amount so paid,

Thc Ijll,ntcr,; "'pin.' 011 the l[j~t days of .\larch, Jlllle, Septcmber, and December,
Rc:-.pcctrully, your obcdicllI99;VU% / ') 0'1/ ~_

I..- ~C'.hffft/ U-;af~ )
/Q -:;

,/W Pil't>t A!:islt>laul f'ot>llllasLcl GCller,11
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The Minnesota Territory

LAKE SAlNT CROIX Post Office was established on
July 8, 1840 in Crawford County, Wisconsin Territory.
The name was changed to POINT DOUGLASS on
January 22, 1850. See cover below.

POINT DOUGLASS Post Office was established under this
name on January 22, 1850. It was formerly LAKE SAINT CROIX
- see above. This Post Office was discontinued, while in
Washington County, M.T., on June 30, 1903.
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MANKATO Post Office wa<; t>stahlisIH'c1 on Novpmhpr 2fi, 1R1i:1
and is the Sellt of BIlIt' Earth County. It is located at the great
hend of the Minnesota River, ami it wa.<; h('r(' t.hat thirty-('i~ht

Sioux Indians were hanged Oil a single gallows following the "
Sioux Uprising. They were all dropped at once by the cutting of
a single rope nn the day after Chrbtma.s 1862. TIle sad after-
math of a tragedy that should never have happened.
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The Minnesota Territory

De1C8tJU-H. II. RI~,

COQncil-Qarlu R. Fllodraa,
Reprell"IUlli"OI-Pa.-.oUI K. JOhD'(N),
Aureliu, F. tle LI Vergne. /
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CouDcil-Charlea E. Fllodrau
RepresulIli\'OS-PllJSonl K. JOh~B

.\ureli.w F. de L.a "e!&ne.
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MANKATO Interesting letter dated at Mankato Oct. 7, 1855 in
which the writer states that the Winneba~oPayment to the Indians
comes otT in a few days and that the Indians will spend the money
on whiskey and raise the "O---I~. He includes two sample ballots and
says that he is a particul1.r friend of Henry M. Rice, the "Loco candi
date for Congrcss~ (Rice did win and go on to Washington). To quote
the writer: "This is a great place especally on Sunday as there are
about 5 Dutch Grogerys and about 3 tables of gamblers at it every
Sunday and every Dutchman in town gets drunk". He adds that the
"Pmbina Train~ 3ct :.i..·,:;-ugh. This would be the train of Red River
ox carts from St. Paul to Pembina on the Canadian border.

,



TAYLORS FALLS The POl>t
Office was established on
February 21,1851 in Wash
mgton County. On March
:11,1851 it lx'came part or
the newly formed Chisago
County,

Located at the Dalles
of th(' St, Croix River,
plath'lI in a{f)O and incor
poratl'd in 1858. It wal>
JlOll1ll'd for .!l'S,";l' Taylor
who arrived in 1838. It was
011('(' an important lumbel'
ccntcr.

The Minne.'lota Territory

•

,



The Minnesota Territory

..

•

/lk 7frl~~'11411L'W/

I- 6drnu~
rfdc/~~·

TAYLORS FALLS Cuvl'r shuwll ;llIm'(' is addn'ssl'd to Cullirnhia, California
l\Ia~'!I, IH:):). It is pn'paid Ull a :J¢ Nl',..,bill {'IIVelupl" with a Illallusel'ipl ~Paid 7t:~

ill (',1.,,11, 10 l11ak{' th .. Illf/' I'alt'

Cover below is from Columhia, California to Taylors Falls, Minnesota Terri
tory December 4,1856, It is prepaid with a lOt: imperfofthe 1851 issue. Both
eov('rs Wl're probably routl'd via Panama as that was the re~lIla.. mail route
at I II,' llllll',
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The Minne!iota Territory
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TAYl.oRS FALLS Interesting letter
fmm an l.'urly pioneer who reports
on his trip to Minnesota (rom
'>Outhern \Vt"Consln: ~We left Monroe
Wednesday morning at (our oclock
(by railroad) ... got to Janesville in
timC' for hreakfast took the cars
for Prairie du Chien We then took
il splt'mlid sll'amcr (at Prairie du
Chien) The MILWAUKEE up the
river to Prescott at the junction of
the Mississippi and 81. Croix. Then
we took a packet up to Taylors Falls.~

He likes the country: "common hands
get from 16 to 25 dollars per month
and driving logs on the river two
dollars per day - good ox teamsters
get as high as fifty dollars per
month."

Postmarked April 30, 1861 _
statehood use of the territorial
cancel.



The Minnesota Territory

ANOKA This Post Office wa..<; established as DECORRI,
In Benton County, on July 22, 1852. The name was changed
to ANOKA on April 18, 1854. On May 23, 1857 it became
the County Seat of the newly formed County of Anoka.
ANOKA is an Indian word meaning ~on both sides".

tIf-l'U tft;? b/-r AI:r;1
II t?l .2 /

cI!./U t1l" U5 .4/~/y
tf/ t?I. 2./ .

RED ROCK The Post Office was established on December 19, 1849 L"1
Washington County. It was discontinued on May 3, 1857 in favor of the
Newport Post Office about one mile south.

The name is from a large granite boulder which was held in great
veneration by the Sioux Indians. It was five feet long and was painted in
vermilion stripes by tfle Indians. It had a rudely drawn picture of the sun
on one end and a face with fifteen rays on the other end.
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SAUK RAPIDS K. T _ Post Office was estahl ished May 18.1850.
It was the seat of Benton County until that office was
moved to Foley. SAUK RAPIDS is now a branch of the Saint
Cloud post office. Cover shown bears the only recorded
use of the Type I postmark.

SAINT NICHOLAS The Post Office was established on January 31,
IMfi in Freehorn County, It was dil'K'nntinued un .June 9, 1859,

It wa.~ the first village til he platted In this county, and after ils
failure to become the County Seat in 1857, all of its buildings were
rf'mflv~() ami I-h<' sil_<' IM'l'mnl" r;lrll1illl-: 1011111.

It was probably named aner SL Nicholas, the Catholic Bishop
flI Myra, who L'l orten idt'nUnt't! with Christmas and Santa Claus.
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\VINONA The Post OfficI' was established ;L,> Montezuma on
June 2H, 1852 in Wabasha County. The name was changed to
WINONA on AUj.(llst lli, lR!'i2 and it h('came til(' St:>at of the
newly formcll Willulla Coullty. Named foJ' a Dakota woman,
Winona, cousin of the last chief named Wabasha.
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WINONA The post office was established as MONTEZUMA on
June 28, 1852 in Wabasha County. The name was changed to WINONA on August
16, 1852 and it ~ecame the Seat of the newly formed Winona County. The name
Winona is after a Dakota woman who was a cousin to ChiefWabashaw.legend has
It that an Indian maiden named Winona threw herself from the precipice known as
"Maiden's Rock" on lake Pepin. rather than marry her parents' choice.
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SAINT PETER The post office waG established on May 28, 1856
end Is the Seat of Nicollet County, It Is named for the Saint Peters River (now the
Minnesota Alver).

Saint Peter was the home of five state governors and once battled Saint Paul to
have the capitol removed to Saint Peter.
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HENDERSON H.T. Post Office was established in Sibley,
County on November 25,1853. Cover above bears the Type
I postmark - July 31 - no yeardate.

WACOOTA H.T. Post Office established in Goodhue County
September 28,1854 and discontinued September 20,1869.
Originally an Indian trading post established by George
W.Bullard in 1850 and plated as a village in 1853.Named
after Wacouta, the shooter and last reigning chief of the
Red Wing band of the Dakota Indians. Not to be confused
with WAH-COO-TA the first name of the RED WING Post Office.
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NORTHFIELO MinlU'sol a Tl'rritory.
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NORTHFIEW The Post Office was established as Fountain
Grove on Septemh<'r 6, 1855 in Rice County. On Aprill, 1856
the Baillie' W;L'i ('hanged lU NOIl'I'IIFIl::LU.

It was at Northfield, on September 7, 1876 that the
James/Younger band or outlaws held up the folrst Nadonal
Bank on their way to six gun immortality.

01 L!
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NORTHFIELD,K.T. Cover above bears the type I post
mark with the PAID X in circle. Both marks are only
known in bluish green. Used "AUG II" - no year date
Cover below bears the type II in brown. Used "JUN 23"
and again no year date.
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J. c. nrRIlAXK So. co., Pl'OI"'ictOI'~'
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HASTINGS Post Office was established on January 14, 1854
and is the &at of Dakota County.

Cover was used on October 1, 1859 and bears Type II of
three handstamps with the territorial designation of M.T.
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SAINT MARYS The Post Office was established on July 2, 1856 in
Stl.-'t-'Ie County. On F('!Jruary :n. IHS7 it lwcame part of the newly
formed county of Was('c:l. It was discontinued all February 14, 18GH.

The town was named for its Catholic Church.
•
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SAINT I'E~'ER 11lh'1't'~til1~ It-Ut'l" frum a YUUIlJ.: attorney, Jam('s
111mb, 10 his. rl~Jks h;l('k 11lI1I1l'; "Tllt'n' is a J.:'Il,d tlt'al of erllninal
hUSlnes.: and It IS my duty to appl'ar un the part of the Stale in . II
l:~l.~·S tned on the l"har~e of lllunJer. One who was confined in ~
Sueur Cnunty for murder W~L'l S<'lzed hy' moh of'O 4()" .. <l or men and
halll"Wd to :l trl'(' IwfOl1' lit· WlIS allow('11 :1 Iinal t riar.

'111(". da~(' is ,January I:l, IK!)!) hUl Llll' Pust Office was slill usin~
Ih(' terntonal c3ncel as many did in lhe C'arly da)'S of slalehood.
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The Minnesota Territory
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SAINT PETER The cover shown above was used to Mechlenburg,
Germany, February 16, 1858, It was charged the International rate
of :l00: collpct, which hr{'aks dowlI as follows: U.S. Inland ;,t, U.S,
I'a('k('t INt, B('lgian 'I'ransil 2~, and Prussian Inlanel 4". Minn('sota
l.t'rrilorial ('ov('rs to a fon'ign ('oulllry, (·X('l'pl. Canada, Britain and
this OllC to Germany, arc virtually unknown,

Cov<'r shown helow wa.<; IIsNi on [K't.nt)('r 19, t R~7,
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The Minnesvt'Z Territory
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The Minnesota Territory
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SAINT PETER. Cover bearing the corner card of the CLINTON HOUSE in Lyons,
Iowa, llSl'd from Raint Pclf'r M.T. Thl' liUk ph()to~raphshown above pktures the
CLINTON 1I0USF. with two slag('('oat'lH'S.
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The Minnesota Territory

SAINT PAUL The ('OWl" shown ahow III'al"s the 'I'ypP " hand
~laillp in n'd with a halltlstallllll'AIIJ.

Tilt· eOVl'r below hears tlu' Type III handstamp with a
I'AIl) 10 for OVt'!' ;!OOO miles. It. W:'L<; probahly routed to the
Oregon Territory via Panama.
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