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ARMY OF TIIE POTOMAC. Cover bears a three cent 1861
stamp cancelled ALEXANDRIA, VA MAY 20 (1863). A hand
painted MAGNUS cover bearing the likeness of Generals
MCLELLAN and KEYES.

Stamp is on reverse side of the cover.
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WAIT FOR THE WAGON
THE DISSOLUTION WAGON
THE SOUTHIS OUR WAGON

AND WE'LL ALL
TAKE A RIDE

Letter written by a private in the 3rd
Batallion of the Mississippi Volun·
teers frol'!\ Columbus, Kentucky on
Dec. 28, 1861. It entered the mails at
New Orleans on January 13, 1862
and was forwarded DUE 5to Molino,
Mississippi New Orleans was in the
hands of the Confederates until April
of 1862 when it was surrendered to
the Federals.
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OLD STAMPS Wallpaper cover mailed from Mobile January 15,
1864, with a three cent stamp which had been demonetized. It
entered the Union lines via flag of truce at "Old Point Comfort, Va
Feb. 1." The stamp was not recognized by the post office and was
forwarded DUE 6 as per handstamp & manuscript markings.
See next page for similar cover from same correspondence.

Although Farragut defeated the Confederates at the battle
of Mobile Bay in August, the city did not fall to the Federals until
April 12, 1865.
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MOBILE, ALABAMA JANUARY 26, 1864. Confederate soldier
writes home to his sister in Jackson, Missouri via ~Pr flag oftruce.~

In reply to a letter wI answered it by flag of truce, but am afraid
you will not get it, as the stamp I used was worthless one as I have
since learned, one of the old issue," See cover on proceeding page.
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HIS 1..11""£ AND TIMES

SOLD IERS LETTERS

1862

BATTLE OF 30LIVAR HEIGHTS

Letter written from Berlin.Md.
Oct. the 20/61. The "61" nas
a faint "2" over it to correct
the year date to 1862 which
correo;?OuJs to t~e cl.::.te of the
battle which took place the
first week in October of that
year. Bolivar Heights was on
the west side and overlooking
Harpers Ferry. The writer
gives a description of the
battle as a particip~nt.

The patriotic design is from
a woodblock showing the storm
ing of the castle of Chepulte
pec in the H~xican War.
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PHOTOGRAPH OF LETTER DATEO MAY 9, 1862, FROM FlIYMASTER-GEN.

LARNED TO PRESIDENT LINCOLN RECOMMENDING MAJOR J.C.HOOGE's

APPOINTMENT AS REGULAR PAY-MASTER.

UNCQ.N'S NOTATION ON REVERSE OF lETTER:

", AM WILLING FOR THE APl'OINTMENT WITHIN

INDICATED TO BE MADE AS SOON AS IT CAN

CONSISTENTLY WITH WHAT I HAVE ALREADY

SAID FOR OTHERS:

A. LINCOLN

MAY 14, 1862.
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BATTLE OF BALL'S BLUFF

Colonel Edward D. Baker was was born in London, England Feb. 24, 1811 and came to
the United States at the age of four years. He served as a private soldier in
the Black Hawk War and as a Colonel in the Mexican War. Baker defeated Lincoln
to become a representative to Congress.Moved to the newly admitted state of
Oregon in 1860 and was elected to the United States Senate.At the outbreak of
the Civil War he helped organize the 71st Pennsulvania regiment and declined
the appointment of Brig.General in order to retain his seat in the Senate.He
was shot in the brain ,while rallying his troops at the battle of Ball's Bluff,
on Harrisons Island in the Potomac river ,on October 21,1861. The battle was
a mishandled defeat for the federal forces. Previous to the battle Baker had
been appointed Major General on September 21,1861 but had neither accepted or
declined the appointmenLColonel Baker was an intimate friend of President
Lincoln.
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MAGtlJS patriotic portraying the "BATTI..E AT WINCHESTER under
Gen.Shields" May 25.1862, in which the Condederstes. under
Stonewall Jac~t~~. defeated the Federal army under Shields.
Three cent lR61-tied by Wa~hington.D.C.po~tmarkto Penn.

BATTLE OF BOLIVAR HEIGHTS
OCTOBER 16,1862

"BerE.n Hd Oct the 20/6uSB 62)
Dear Father ••..••• ! am well at present .••• further I let
you know that we got orders to march for harpers ferry
on the night of the 15 - six miles up the river we came
to the ferry at midnight - in the morning we got orders
that the rebels wer advanceing on harpers ferry - we
.narched up to bolivars heights about 9 oclock - the
fi-.:eing ~ommenced .3.nd lasted till 2 oclock - there was
Goe of the hardest battles that have been fought yet 
the rebels wher 3000 strong and '-Ie wet' onley between siK
si:: or seven hundred of us gnd we drove them b9.ck about
3 miles - the rebel loss was two hundced killed 9.nd
~ounded while our loss was 4 kilded and several wounded
- the kild and ~ounded wer of the wisconsin and massa
chu~etts fello~, we captured one 32 po~nder and took 4
p~isoners - our comp~ny was on the right and the battle
was on the left of us - there was none of our men hurt
except one of our corporals was taken prisoner - he did
stay with us - we was deploid as skirmishers on the
right - we was below the hill - the balls dit not tutc~

1.13 - ;:hey all w!lent over us so we came of( f) onr.urt -
•• ' •••• ,.Levi L.Smlth. '1
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JAMES W.DENVER, Brig .General, 1861/63 .Letter to his wife, under date of Washington
City,D.C.October 23rd 1861.The fOllowing is taken from the letter: "Fremont[John)
will, I suppose, (at least such seems to be the general impression, ) be superceded
by some one,and report says by Gen.Hunter[David),- who is "our" Gen.Hunter. If re
ports speak true there will be a horrible expose of Fremont's doings at St.Louis and
since he left there. It seems that he was determined to keep coolon his march again
st Price[Sterling,Maj .Gen.C.S.A. ,1861/65),for he ordered five thousand tons of ice
to be sent after him. Such is the report here,and people from St.Louis state it for a
fact. From this you see he is determined to have not only the "pomp and circumstance
of war" but also the comforts of whiskey smashes,gin slings and brandy julaps. Well
Fremont is certainly a most fortunate man. He is among men what comets are among the
Heavenly bodies,- making a great display,but no one can tell whence they come or
what they are made of. Purser Welsh who has had much to do with building him up but
who has been kicked aside by him, says that "he is a statesman who never made a speech
a general who never fought a battle,and a millionaire without a dollar he can call
his own". Pretty severe coming from an old friend ,and one too who did as much as any
one else to give him the nomination for President.
Your whilome [one time] friend,Judge Merrick, has been rather busy of late dischar
ing young volunteers on write of habeas corpus/and on yesterday the Provost Marshall
placed a guard of soldiers at his house. You will have heard of the death of Col.
Baker. Hi s rerna ins have just arr i ved in town. It was a bad defeat [ba t tIe of Ball's
Bluff] but he behaved very gallantly.Our loss,from all I could learn from his Aid,
cannot be less than five hundred. Nearly all the officers were killed or wounded or
taken prisoners. The Rhode Islanders broke at the first fire and deserted their
guns - three cannon - which were captured by the enemy. After dark the whole of our
men threw their guns into the river and those who could swam across,while those who
could not were taken prisoners. There was a desperate hand to hand fight for possess
ion of Col.Bakers body after he was killed,but his own men were successful. All this
I have learned since commencing this letter /Your own Will."
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The l&.l' .0.40 of Ll~"t. Cun.... .. kll!,,! In ~ bot"cl oL &1"" a.igM.
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'1'0<<10 bl C. A. 'o.~ .rgh. lIto.;e by Joo., Burn•.
l'Mblidhl h!l S. T. (. ",... , »II HfV)4d_lI.

I am d)"inA'. CI>lnrwlc!; "rinl:".
Aa you hUT IUU li"iltly trcll.(!

5.>01\ ah 110011 I ~hull bo lri1L
With the .ilellt ~lec]>i" dca<J

I am dying oommdd dying
f'til\ the b..ulIe ragea nt'''',

Tell me IIru Oil. ~ <\ flying
I die happy "'Nhe. dear.

Chorus.
Tell my moth~r I die happy,

That f ,r 1110 .11" UlIl:IL" t ,vCf'p,
Tell her bow lion d to kii; h~"
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MUSCATINE, IOWA
MAY 6,1861.
Home made patriotic
cover. May be the earliest
known from IOWA.
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ROCK ISLAND, ILL/Jut 9 1861. The writer has added a cari
cature of Jeff Davis and notes ~A cannon ball took off his legs
and he laid down his arms."
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MAl. GEN. ·K· ""m,,TI,!'\',m,,,.,,
Tnt: lith PFN;'i.,\LVA~1\. CA" \LRY CAMP.

UNUSED ALLOVER ILLUSTRATED PATRIOTIC ABOVE.

COVER BELOW BEARS A 3¢ PINK OF THE 1861
ISSUE POSTMARKED "liASHINGTON D.C.OCT 111862".
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L. ky/.
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HONG KONG, CHINA
The cover shown above originated at Hong Kong on Sep
tember 11,1861, via London as per backstamp"LONDON NO
1 61 1l ,to Boston where it arrived, via British Packet
on November 16,1861. The "45" is the total charge with
the "40 CENTS" being the British share.
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l£TTER DATED DEC. 1,1863 FROM GENERAL ROSECRANS TO MAJOR ALEXANDER OOULL. AFTER TrE

DEBACLE AT CHATTANOOGA, ROSECRANS WAS REMO"JEO FROM CQry1MAND BY GRAf'.lT AND HAD GONE

TO HIS HOME IN CINCINNATI TO ~AIT ANOTHER ASSIGNMENT, WHICH NEVER CAME.
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LETTER DATED JUNE 28, 1861, TO SECRETARY OF WAR

CAMERON REOUESTING AN APPOINTMENT OF K V. BARRING

OF OHIO AS COMMISARY TO GEN. $CHLEIGH.

HIS LIFE AND TIM~S

LINCOLN LETTERS

1861

L1Nca..N'S NOTATION ON REVERSE'iY/t-4EN

COMMISSARIES SHAll BE APPQ4NTED FOR

OHIO FORCES, THIS CASE MUST & CARE-

FULLY CONSIDERED -. "

A. L.



HIS LIFE AND TIM ~S

REGIMENT COVERS

. '
~~I

t / '

~E~.CA,'~l"" -~k.Gll~.~-'~ I,tNIFUPM, AIITllL!"R{
PRIVATE I~E WHCE~_---.:.::.

,Awr l\~G "'~, DuWfAS ZIjUA',. eM_WI~' F'Ofll .$_~,..t1 • .H<r 'N ....~ H
7.0~WE. ~~ ..., l1ME O~fl(,lP FA:"",. P"l'IHE alf" ",r



HIS Lire AND TIMES

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA

1861-1865

"0. 1 .... 11:.
ll.,.- Ittl "I ..trt~ !itl'l'dl. ,

•

CHARLESTON, S.C., Mar. 25 (1862). Confederate usage of a
three cent U.S. envelope within the Confederacy. Corner card
of a carriage maker.
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FANCY GOODS, TOYS AND FIRE-WORKS,

I :\r P 0 R T ,:;E:.n:.:.:S;;..._~_

" AND WHOLESALE DEALERS•
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2· 32 &; 36 FEDERAL, AND 107, 111 &; 113 CONGRESS STREETS.
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" COOKING EXTRACTS AND BABBITT'S SOAP POWDERS•
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r;r All Fire-Works, J''l-/ ,., .""orI Patriotic designs were not only used on commercial covers

rT Net Cash on Delinry. '
but also on letterheads and invoices as shown above.
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PATRIOTIC ADVERTISING COVERS USED IN 1861.
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a.IAZEPPA. Late usage of the territorial postmark during the Civil War. Patriotic
cover depicts General Scott cutting down the secession tree.
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LITTLE FALLS Post Office was
established in Benton County on
June 25, 1852. On April 3, 1856 it
became the Seat of the newly formed
Morrison County.

This patriotic letter and cover
was written by a soldier who had
marched with his company from
Fort Snelling to Little Falls. The army
was still pursuing the Indians follow~

ing the Sioux Uprising of August
1862. He writes ahout the hardship
of winter travcl by foot: ~I slept in
the Barne eVf'ry nij.(llt hut t.l1n·(· 
we crawled int.o the hay like a parcel
of pigs - the Captain had to bunk
with the mules - the corporals and
some of the high privats slept in
the Iiouse - I IlUlS.. tell you of one
great curiosity I seen. It was at a
:;mall tavern where we stoped one
night· I went into a small room to
take off my harness. While I was
standinR there the door opened and
a lk'llilliful Ha .. ,~:d, wilh l"l'd hair
and red face l.lId eyl's, that lookt'd
like skimed milk, and
aOOL:t as big around as
she was long, made her
apperance. She turned up
her nose t-Jgh enough to
hang your hat on. Then
she slamed the door and
said :;he wished the
darned .-:oldiers would
keep away." Edward
Thomas, the writer of this
letter, died near Fort Rice,
D.T. on Sept. 11, 1864.
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