
Iowa Postal History

Th. COII1Il& ot tbe railroad. to lOR _riF:ed • rapid iller..... ill th. d..elop
_.lit ot the Stat.. ,~ tbe tonatioll ill 1853 or the Urat corporat1o.n, to
build a line t~ D&l'eI1pOrt Oil the Wi.d..1pp1 to ttHl Wi..ouri, Imt1..l the
tum of the ceotury, -.n;r d1trere.llt~•• operated in Ioft. SC-e of ttHl
earlier linn are .till in operation but llIIder ditt.nnt _.0 Th. paD:lc
of 1857, fail\lTe of ._ at the haatUy or,ard.a.d cc:.p&n1••, tbe wid••pread
doubt III to the practicability of railroada bacall" of t.r&&1c accideotll and
t1.n&lly ttHl Ci1'll War retarded tbeir conatrucUoa until alter 1865.
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~ucriONWORK va•• po<>blnn ill ,I-< f .... do}" of 1-. •.oJ.....Jitta_
Morn _« ..,."'" a...J _thod. -.<-, "" ..... pu_' -...dudo, p""'(~U, slow. n..
f;n.~ & Pa<ili< ,,&el. _« """"110>«<1, a...J ,h< ,i<. h.od h< """"''''''
wulI -.fwood. E......... u.. "a<U ......w '!"<.J .nc1 ......1 'h< .
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"'*9 of tile C4tDtI'lll PorUoa ot t'- Ull1ted StAtel~ tho liMo of tAo
p",poucl ,ac1t1e RaUro&dI, ,.bUabocl abwt 1861. TIM Du~e .. ,oc1fle
.neadeCl to COdar PaU., tho 1II1..1..1p,1 .. lII1oaourl Rlnr R.R. to Wfttlllll..
Moto the propoled 'IDo. WO!IlU Volley Ra1lrvad. t,... looli:uk to On W01ZleI.
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Although the ),,,,,l,uk, 't. 1J".. )101 ,,' tt kin'le "ta 11..,11_
.toad coalMmc"d cm,atn.oction of this br<u,ch in 11:15& nth
38 llilu to IJento"aport, tl".:n ,,4 DLilcs in Iljb1 to .....dyville, it.... DOt Wllil
ISbo tb&t Ute 11,,;. Ioloinh " ••Uey ~lrOdJ -..Id"d 14 aile.. to lie.. 1l0:l.11e~. [ne
!'(lUU north of D,,:. koitles Ut<:Dd,,: to ...r ....lid JUlIo,;tio.. :ul 1,,70, riuollly to I "rt
1l.:>dCol in Ibn, .. dilwnce of ::4,;. i .-ile... b.d"" trip. J.d.ly en, -..:" und"r
)l~i. ,,0 tr....ct /<0". 11011. 'he n... kDiLl!~ to 'ort Dodge portiOl' of th<o li.lll " .. ,
lold under [oreel".....e ill 1117:', lJUt'n'lue"tly bee.llOe .. po.'tion ~ Minu.:..poll..6'
St.. Low.a RailroJac. rllh pon.u c..r<! ••1.3 lIUl.11", in 1013.
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CHICAGO. BURLI)lJfOfl & QUIMCY R. R.
TM. leUal" _. po.tul"ked *,. 2J, 1862, on tbe Ilur'liJlC1:on
& Mi"OIll'i RiT... Railroad, blliq curled fre- Wt. Pll1&NIXt
to Fairfield. It 11 AO" opel"lted .. the Cbio.aco, Ilur'l1.rIc.
toll tt Qui..llq- Railroad. Tbia ODIIp&DJ" _. illou'pol"ltec! by a
pNliah• ..,. ..etil:l& of __ of ta Pl"1Dc.ipeJ. c1ti~_ of
IlurliaatoD, 10_, OD the 15th de,. of Janu.aJ7, 18.51, but it
did DOt capleta it. OrcaDiaat:l.OIl Dol" bec_ an atficiaat
~ batol"a MoT.bel" 2.5, 185J. Tha tint 15 Id.l.. or
tha l"oed, to OU_ OQ. the Du WoiD.. Rb·al", ..... located
&Dd tb. bu.1ldil:l& of it _cod warch 22, 1854, null,.
I'MchiII& that atadOD iD ~.t of l859. It: bad ...ached
Fa1:rlielo, 51 Id.les rna BurliD&tOR, by Au,(ust of IB5ll•
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TIlE WESTERN MAILS

HIVIf~ e::
r. M"s . .1.('./'1"'or Il~'

Reverse of Pass shoving the
rouru of the !fJI\Tll HtSS(!URl
syst.. for 1870.

I.

Cover above was placed onboard a traIn where l~~

2e stamp was canceled wIth the rare poltmark of
the "NORTH HtSSlXIRI R.R. NOV 27"1866.
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Turlct'X lUTe" Bra.o.th

TMI brillleh 1M. conltr-.leted 0·...'1' " 11>-,."..1' penDJ a liilt4ne" of ;>tI IlIi1n to
con.Ret lurke)' RiY~1 JWI.. t.1on, on the WiI:.iII>J.PP! Riv..r, rith 11',,:,1,. Lllion in
Fayette !,;Ount,., tr..v"lli ..... .J.Oll,l thol h,rk ..y oU>d Vo1&.. l"iv"n. 10 :i.b72. the
Dubuque II J.l<;Gr"lOr ".llroad built 15.1 lI.ilu to ~arbt:r; in Ib70 the Cll.iCo<&0
Clinton I,t O..b"'lltll lI...il",a: cClllophte ;::J.b llil.. to lII...."na; &0:1, in 1882 the
Wti.ColgO, lOil .....ukee tt :St. P.,ul R.lilro,,<J COI..plet,,; tJMl 13.0 ....1•• to 10. LlUOD.
S1Jt cdr_ d,dl,. 11"1',, <,;arf.i.e~ under ~L.oil o.:O.t,tr...ct bo. 27039.
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If JoT {.I..l.LED Fo.III 1, DU" UTI' II TO

f/K.I"I?J" I'{S!.

L\-'IlIWH.1 \TIt, ~1I1"".U '. 1"'''1('. '.I'll
IIl'JL::~33 • J;:llnl3 u.ro,

IoITTIoV<llT. CUyt<ll OlIIlflT, lU.. i.
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rh.1. -1llIt. " ... ,. ~ .• can"cllaUOIl .
un<l on the jo,J.,,,r une beb....a ..e .....
aDd IIllrl1JlstOll .1.11 tile .I.HO.. LollD-
Itru<;UOD • ~w;ed 1D 1..~1
bet. n \ leu lond uo>lCUlt, ~ ...~.....
plneu l.A ~"70 bet-..cll IAIn
incton ;.nd leot.uJ<, oyer
..... e11 4J od.l.. (0 trtrl
daJ.l, ere~. Oft

lU..i1 _tru:te o.
u,\. 70 1.
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RAILROADS

CHICAGO, HILIIA..J1::E!:,
ST. PAUL RAILROAD

Thl. cover Jas p'5tmarked On
October 16,1877 by the agent
abo~rd the Fayette ~ Daven
port division of the Chicago,
Hllwa~kee & St.P,ul Railroad,
originating fco)olO K"ntlcello.
It was probably handed direct
ly to the agent by the clerk
fe.,.. the B"r"lett Ho"."

/Jt/,t« WuA:: __
/1/"p ..rtA;~

ft~V'..
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CHICAGO. laLlblJU¥ " ST. PAlIl. R t R.
fbi. letter.u po~arklllCl ""reb 16 (La the '70'_)
by IJI. &&eDt of the Chi~, Du~ &- )linn~R.
.B... WritteD fr_ Ei\iPiirt, clayt.aa Co., i't nat to
na'l'enport where it na tranatelTed to Del Woiaea.

c..Q. 8.-;. ~
MAR'
16
R. fl..
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TIlE WESTERN MAILS

~--- ._---,, ,:.,..... ],
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DES MOINES & YT.DODGE R. R.

Cover shovn bears the
handstalllp of the rllilrolld
sta t ion II t RIPPBY. IOWA.
On January 1,1887 the rail
road vas purchased by the
CHICAGO oS. ROCK ISLAND R. R.
See opposite page for the
full story .
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tnI- • ~t< 1._ ...1 fl•.,. ua .,. •
....... u-...etio. d gut ~a11ro.ad

..~ <: u • .LobS ~J' til, 1>,;

~" <iJ..ey l<.o.I.~roa ,"du lIIZi
.-1...... 1<.&~ et .....:r. 18 •.1 to
Iar !'.,. ~ ~ c III l~
t.llut De, 100..._ .. Fo" Dod c k. k.
e-p.cted ~ ...1.. " tJrn!II.
lr..aacc rJ.&bu weI'<: 'r t. ,.
tile T...:ra U ¥G1t Ilo>d£. fCIllIl:tIt.

Ibe De It l.O hr ~ ti..
<>f the ro.. wail Mlld at Il>rc_
~....... .t U 1874 to t_ n.. MolD...

fO. t Ilodc. 01'0&0, wl'L1(:t1,

co..tiauN to OlPl" ... te 1t until
,1""11Uoll'Y I, £be1. .I.t.. c.A

1..... I' 0 J' lbe <wl:uCil. C, .oU h~ llI' , .a.!1c: r-. ...til
JoI.Cl ry". .5. r.- t81a ..... 1t J.a . "''''''' ;.c..... t<', oper.t &lid ..._u,.
_ by dl.. 1tiIwe pow'" t. I........ L.L._,..

.lU tMp. d-I.l ,. W" ....d' lII..il """'.tl ct ••'.:JJ...
_ ...rt Dod&c at tile U- thi., pol •• o&.1 c...r ...... ~... c ..... .1.07'1 •
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Tbe IW~ ..ilia of tbb N.iJ.roo.d ..15 built io ttlre .. dd-
tannt ,eplentl, nth the coa.tl"Uc,ion of :.l!l ..n ...

florat to Dyeuville CrOll l>ubllo.j~", thea 49 aile. to JeliUP by tM DlIbuqllo fr
Pacific I,. n., in UIS7 ..nJ 111110. 'he Dubuque flo Si~w;. ..aJ~' k. c.....plet..
21 .-ill.ll to ';"'.:!ar r ..u, 1U 1111>.1., aJ iU-lu to 10.... Y..oJ.l. I.J. lblltl. ,; e 1,,_
rill." ~ioux ....it)' '" k. cllINp'-eto.: 49 II,l.le. to fort~" in ali:l. IJb
iii •• to .:>iOllX ~t1 Hlliil1iJ.

I ..... COY"" _ -..1 ...... on tla_ Li .",,,. after the ~,leUQ ot the rQoll.
\0 .:>100)1; .... ty ••• ~ In lli,l tJle,-., ... rO! 1. t, ..p. CI.o.J.l) ""Jc. k.o,i. WOI.tr ..ct
II '. 11007 opoor..ti.:l4. o. the J17.1 odin bct."ea Du""'Iwe Ad ;;i" .... -..it)' ~'1

the I u ..eatn.l R. .. lrll e)'lt_.
In. lie. of tae ""r -To· 111 tbe n.J.lrv.. t c"-' ",t ......,. "
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twRhtgp' ....,l _""1.. t1oa
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1879, ""111 &tUT tb..&. -n<:tl
Iuo. -.. c:onaU ..Cl". the ..
bOo _1 _,.. bw.. t 14 1071
by the pl. Ii...>.."" Il4Jroa •
l.D lb76 then ..", 1:1 U"l.p.
d.u.....,. by the ..lu~o Ct lIlol"t.b
c'tern Rail y UDd~ ~&11
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1

ihe oa'l'llnport {r :>t. P..ul '........ r.... ~pll.lly coonrucuJ 32.01 ...... .. thi.
I"O\.Ite, (,'0• ..:Ldrlq" to Wa'l"v,,~l.ol. UI ~U. u", ~ni. 101••.il" ..u
UIOIph ."to "'Tl;Opurt bel"rc 187~. At u... t1.... that W. coy"r to

_<;:,,1> .. tll.1s 'f'ery' r...cy Atlcot-.rl<i , <If J. I.. bii..ir~. u SUll tl1p
1Jl. III tM D.ohllp')rt tr lot. hul k.u~_y __ ope...th. b trip. d4., uGl....

11 \00 t.l ct 110...71.llr.. • ....,.,..., "ritriut~ oAt lla.l,*ctoo. tr ~U.. to
Ilueapcrt ..DlI. th84Cc to.... to "'tert..-n, ...... 1,,0..
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IU.1JIJa CDlTKAL R. It.
Tbil lette,. .. poI~.rkedJ~ 15, Ul. tbe ••dy 1870'.
1Ibile oarrl.ed 011. tbe Dubuque to 1_ Fall. dbilioa ot tbe
Dabuque 6r SiOD City Railroad. later optI,..ted by tbe Illi
lIOil Centl'll R&ilf'Old. Tbi. raill"Old ., projected 10 18.54
IllIIII. tbe p,..;Jhd ...ry liDe.' hr'fay_ Ul. 18.56 6r CODlItnac-
tiOD n.n:ecI. '0M:)" 1Ii.l..., COIIIIl1etad to Ial"lrllh by
JanuUT. 18.58. the Dut yeU' it ••• extemad to J"pP ill.
IlucbaNn County &Ild i.D the ~rl.DC ot 1861 it ... oollt1aued
to Cada.r F..u•• Black..... Cowtty, 100 lIi.lu f,.. Dubuque.
It ,,"ached Ie- 'all, ill 1866. Thil l"O\Ite. with it. t1M
COMecti_. wi tb the De. Ilclioel .alley Rail"Q&d .t Fol"t
Dod,e .ad the SiCWI City am ld...DW"1 Ki..."" Ra11road tur
the,. ....t tlll"Di....ed Wi.conl1.a. ld......ot. am. QO,.thel'1l Iowa
d .. lIhortut oo-ic.tioa with the "Item Statu.
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•

I
•

_;-,. A



r- Iowa Postal History ------..,

"

"1AR 17 18811

5 coT

QUCAOO, laL1lAllUl .. Sf. '&ilL R. R.
Thil letter •• po~kea iiii'di 11, 1860,
b7 aD &a:;f!Dt aboard the 'a:rene & I\ll..,mport
diriUOD of tbe Chlcqo, WU_uk•• & St.
Paul R. R., or1&1aatiq fro. WoDtieello•

•"'-"" A



HIS Llr"l!: AND TI"'l!:S

r..E kAlLROADS

1861

....

[)Ubllqlll'\\ ~iOll\ CiI.1" Hailroad

~
~~;~~' / d'~

- /)N "AJ!r):·/A<.. ,
Ai. I. \./',1. ,,.,(,,,,,:J, -" c<

11., Doo ..., \. ~

..,l l .... ~"" ~ _~11

DUIlJQUJ:: '" WESTERN R:IUOAD ::~~:._-~=:~~~==~~==:
In 18~9 thtB railroad waB built fro. Farley to

Anamo.a,Iowa. From Dubuque to Farley the Dubuque
'" We.tern operated over the Hne of the Dub<'9ue
'" Slou~ CIty Railroad. By 1865 the lIne fro.
....'0110.11 to Cednr B,,,,,lda WII.' c".."l"ted "nd tlw
n....... changed to Dubuque'" Soutb Wpltrrn B,QUr-n"d.
The COVeT .bown la a unque UBage of a patrIotic
cover and tbe only known uae of tbe ~rklng of
tbe DUllJ~E '" \<IESTERN UIUOAD.

Our Compromise.

D- £L..-~":.£;.. ...
'Ji'~.....& ~~_..IL<.~.c:::..

..... .1. ..'"""--



u .•& ''I. It. R. R.
no T"'~. 1M _otr Uo-.ouOI OIDEL

no EQUU'Il£IT"" 1M lEft ODDITIOI

no IOTIVE PO'I'U " ~ ..... Fi", !boo--no _U.I,I'I PWTI"II..... DOIJf~E".'"-.-"UOtrllE Ul'Il'TT UI BLUE. 011-TULLUI lLEEl't&e .. 011 1,.10< T.....
fULI.IU DlJ'I111 en..... ""*" h_-lOT J III'GLE JoelllJ:lT 10 TlI'.I:II TU'"
.,. 10 0'1'1111 IQI1TI ... p_., ,.,.. 01

... IU'E!'T, OOII'OIT ... qUI'" U'"
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NEW LINE TO KANSAS
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1Ma braneh rrllroa.i 10 bullt '" w.n..nce at 1>9 aJ.le", lIOUthwe~t"rl1, to
Gr.mt ';l.ty, lolinouri, tra""UJ"" tnro\l&1!. i<Ild aemul the cOlIIIlWutie.. of
Lucca, -.a)"ne, ~t;ltur ..<lId n.1nuo1d cOWltie~ i.n 10...... lW...ntually, l.n 1886,
it eonnecte.i lin "ol.ne~, low. with St. Joaepl!., lolinou.ri, II. diat;ltlce ot 200
-.ilea. l,;onstru"tioll"'s t_enced in 1872, lb.7 lllilea betwe"n ~•.rJ.ton aud
won, ty the l.UrL.f:!tOll It kiuouri kher klailroa .• 10 lobO the !.e"o, Me. Ayr
& ~ ..th.." tern Iw.i. rvlad cllIIphtel 57 ... w.l" to Jr~t ';lty•• I\.llt .... the y....
of tlua poat.l1, wI."n b trip. J..dly • .,n, ..~" Cy tb.! ~l. "" lOo••J;.,,,r n. h.
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Iowa Poscal History -------'"
DAVQiP\lKT 6' ST, PALL IlRAIoQl

....... ,~<.O ... ~IN
,.:..;:;-...-o~

the Kaguoketll. BraDcli of the Da.venrort & :>t. Paul Ilr.mch of the "'UC<l&O,
Mil_uk... & St. Paul bllr<>ad ...... bUJ.lt J.1I il:ln, ... .,iin..."c" of J_.4 all".,
bet"""n kaquoketll. lUld £l.drid,e, tn eorwect with the D.l.~eDpol"'t (,~r "y.
In le71, WIleD tlul POltoll c.lrJ _8 ...ailed, Ih" Davenport (, ",t. Paul h. I.,
.... d'll 6 trip", ~J.1y under k.UI WI,U.....t 1<1" •••,ulb.

... " "~--'" /Z/d~<Jr~ ,
a.,~Z-v __

,7/".."......

""-"" A



Iowa Postal History

CHlCMJO {, NOOTH Wi.lfTUUl R. R.

Thi, letter, pon:..rkecl. JIlDe 11, 1810.c Soone. 10_••,
carr1ed ,boud • ..u car on the Chic:aiO 6' Morth 1felt'rIl
ItIilroa.d to Grand JlII1etioG. Here it _. trand'UT<Id to ,
Del lIt!l1nel Valley R.a.ilroad traiG. tor the bal&D(:e or it,
trip to Port Docl&e, The ,bo.., MIl iJldic:ate, thi, .1. the.
olll,. rail tOnnection bet.un theae pohltl It tU.t t.iaa. "
picturel the lJt&ie-rcada oomeetiq the nriou, riUliU.
J'lIlt l1...,en yeara prior to thi. u- the Nortbnltern had
_ only to Cedf.r Rlpid., rro. Chicqo. The Cedar Rapidl
6' IUUlOurl Rher R.R... orpniaed to utend the road to
COWlQl Blutts, which WI' tinally e:-pleted by 1661.
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_.
CHICAGO, IaLl'-'UD:E 6' ST. PAUL R. It.

Thb letter _. pon-.rked oetobu U, 1881 by &11
-CUlt _board the D&.eapol't aDd. St.. Paul branch of
tile ChiC&&o. Wnuke.. It St. raul Railroad. Other
ra.1l route. of tb&t da,. era &1ao .bowa on tbe .p.

-
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Iowa Postal History

Jlo.Il C.l.n<:e ...t!CIIl lu "'1'1"'-1 OIl the poew ..... r, ...t
the '"u_ of ~"~. poo''', -..01 ,"-04!l7lJ) 1. trlh)'
"I''''' dlt.i>U\e or it c c,iptbe title ~Io.. '-CUtr.u
lW.l..h<A,," ror W. rol.lU...!to m1c. fr.. Albut w...
ItiIU..,aoU to Ubi.... 1, ... tUTened the Ter)'" c:....u, 01
10.'. ( ..'--', f ..rwJ..oar... o;ro..1" .. Illatl..r of tIlc-U
ri....., Q ~ or dae 5t...te.

\AI.lI .. l.1o _ _ Dtc 1A I 07 toll" -.llior
In> I.- \4&l ,2'1)'. C. 10 ai.C.ll <II u ...cll wer.

&...,. "t ccO .Aci<~e,. G iJ._r, 1D 1.1:08 th. 1....
.....1" Y...-.....,. ......et 17 ...", w.1Cl, «l "dl

.......r .. ....a.f loa 1u.nl, 10 ill70 lob" ..ealr.u -.i~-

,..... fII 1_ ~l o:i ~e of r<lo& bt.t...... ..,.
..... /'"rltbloood _4 10 ltl7: tl>c rout.. "I COIIII'1etlld
., the _ ~..)' .neD .... 1U1 ..& o!' tr..d!. ....

..L.. IletICC ... -. .a11Ul II. tm.1 ..__

pl t.I. 1& ti,. _U.e,,, p.>rti.. or tbo: ,_t". 1t i
to be _t t'-t thu l'QIJte .ane ....,lot)',

.... t.wl. r," t_. "n.."I1.. , ..,..... 
1....,&.0, lllUr Ktq ....., 0 adler 0;:r"11I

.""'u 1';U.....yll ..I'd .nru"C till!' tap1 UlY of
.... lIo.ille., a""t'OIJ...u1) '18t) 1ll• .11 to tile

... t.
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]owa Postal History

c.~

CH'C....OO "1'''-...........
o

-.-

lhi~ ....,\/ .....a ...n car11 ~1,. of the twin l.ine .........ce,
on the UUCllI>O, l,;urlingtol1 1/ 'll!Ul<;y l..a..I.lroa..i, in lobJ.
wI>l-<;.l, op-cr t~" L~t.....,o,ln ~Col&o, lUJ-noi. ~ Ott..-.,

10.... l,;ou.truc.ti"" -.. CQ<l. el Co." in 11>~b bet...,en ilW"li.nctoo dna )jDUllt
P1e..""nt, 27 _1<:10, by the wrlJ..nctOll 1I ~ ...ouri ,u\/t:r Railrooh. In 18:'9,
47 IIDrc Ilihs were cOIOPleted to ottu.a. In 1063 tho: \0. \.I. t. Iol.. "yo had.
12 tripa .all) boltweetl ....hi.eu.~o .w.d IJw'lincton WIder W....il ";Ol,trdct "'9 11505,
a dia(&llce of ..:11 IlI.ile",.

,............
""'. Sou" t

_.. A



]owa Postal History

A part 01 the YliCil.r;O, kOf;>( hl.uod tt P...ct.Hc liy.
'irMt identif1eU a. the Keokuk ~orthw~.~erP

branch, conltructioll •• CODmelleed in 18Sb,
with J8 Idle. beina cQllpht<>ol fr.- lo.cQkuk

tQ bentonaport and S4 1Iil~. ill 18Ql to
1.<l.,'yrlUe by the lo..:.ulo.u.k, rt •.",," ,"o1.l,~.

u Winnesotll. ka.ur....<I. In 181>1> the
re.ainilll 74 1Ii1.:.~ to Des ~olnes

wa. e-p1et...:l by tile 11"" Moi'<es
Valley ka.i1ro.~. In 1071 thl_

Un" oper.. tcd 1. trip. ew.lly
unae. I4&i.l wntr..o,;t 11Dll.

this plLrtieular eancell"uoll is unique UIlIIl& railroa..J pos~rks

beCil.u" of the IO•• ~ .ssociation with ·'D. ". It. It.", identily_
i"'l the _tate AI "10_ in which the pea Wolnn ,· ...U"y aa.i.lroad:,
operated, first bet.~"11 Keokuk ~ DeillOlnn, lster on to Fort
Dod!!;e (which latter portion _s subsequently sold l.IIIller fore-
c:lOllure in 187:. aDd bee.- a pan of the kin.lle.polia tt ::Oc. Loui&
Itdlroad. J

' .. ""'-- --------M";';;• .;U-.t',-

.'Ol'" ,""."
Sash, DOOrS. Blinds, Luml.ler._

La.th alld Sbill.cles.
h .......

,Ifr-(:./I·/(',,· JJ./LlJH'/.\:

I ,.
••

,"",. \
.. '"~'''' t" ..,no" ....... .. ..

Pella, Prairit CilJ, UQ"UJe, Alma' Chariln, ton.

,

~======~========~--



Iowa Postal History
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......1-.

~." .. ,_ .•.~~"L~ •
Jf_fi,lJ. ~,.;..... ..:

- -'......

5'1",.....

«.,,-a Ill. ....<J\.s.

•

Orlpn.,l aketeb wtdc:h .c:e~eC1 propouJ.I far thl lltahlla'-1II11t of thIII Del
Waloel ,alley R. R. VJI the nll.,. rna Iteolnak tel Del Woinel. Mote tbu the
artist called atteatioD to ~the bert lettled portio-.aa or Iowa and IllillDh· •



THE WESI'ERN MAILS

~r <i!.tz.7 _&CUfU4

-@C,.-;L-rC*in~
.r;" /{-R

leu: Cit, ,I: PaoUo ltalmw. llo.--\Oat, 1l't1lora":Ito. V.u.r It. L Co•
.. ? • ''''''''''.'••''1(1,_ ,ou.ln ..
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Iowa Posw History

How a part of the Chieaco, IoIU...ukee & St. Paul
Rail_y. I,;onatruction _enced ill 1870. :to
lllilu c_pleted f~ sabula to Pre,toll. 13 .....re
to Delaar Juncti\lll. in len,...nJ :irlil.lly. 54 in
1872, to Wolr1oo. Bec..llll 01 p;irt of the .:. 101. &
St. P. "y. in 11>80; 1110 ail,,~ COlIlplete,J to

Council Iilll1'f in 1882. Ih.i.l cCl"er cancelled ill 1872••",,'1 b trip' dail,
.-ere INde W1der 1W.1l ':ontra~t So. 11017. CoYer orip.n.a.teJ at lU.quoketa.

GJ
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Da /11oillfJ CfFor/ Dodge

RAILROAD COMPANY

r...,;lhl ..../,,/;"'.. J-.~", n

Frcipt recelpt of the D.. Moin.. Ii Fort Dod&e R&ilrolld Co.

Poltal eard -.iled iD the 1870'. fro- Fort Do<I&' to Dee
Moille. ahowiJl& the ",eat'. -ndoa OD the D....Valley R.R.

",·"'.,,·~,,"~ A
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\

'11 t l:o< ..4 the Dubuque 6' ' ..all.. Mil,..",..;,.... eo
.t........tloa _. ~ ..DC... UI ::'t>,)1 f._Ilu~ ..., It ...

dwt.a& \.0 tJle~lfM lr 51,.- v1iin:kI"ne;H.JllbliJ. _ <;WI.u~t.1 ..
COIII.til:lLl CIll fro-UIIJI to 'r.,...." t.a._ to 1..-, '.U. In 111M>.

flU. <;0'1'011' • _ll.~· <>D tbe llubuquie \.0 10" 'dh ......1' of t_ r~l-

roa 1. eta. rly Ib70I, ...."d bou. dM: r.ther 1IIl_ CiOoC4l11uiOll lUa
iDcorp;>r,tu tJ....." t!>'C -10 t of -.. j.D o;.......~o;tiOll uta the tenll.lU.

!H cion... 11Ae L"I .lc..u th our.. ", t.h", r~o.o. t....o. bc)OIld 10.. , ..U.
wi_, ... .I.""., ..nd lbro, tboc I,.. '&l.U 6' ~o.o>. ...... t)' .......:..,-.~T_
plct" w liD.. to .s1-... ..... t)' ;,.lId dr... ki. 0Ilrl. <l1l'er, tIal. I "'kin, :.r.
IJ"Nt U'l'C lluli3u PJ'l ..1Ild lli• .wuod l>gmyjl'll the at 1''' 01 I .......

liP..

".J i'X{~;r,,<,,~

.{ J
0'.,

/
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Iowa Post:l1 History ~.

Il.>.venport _ \;.llDllr Branch

Thil branch wal I:onltrueted 1872-1111:1.. a
taW of 165.7 lldlea, t..o lerve In~rJJ.

northea~tern 101lll. e~t1"" in their con
Il.t:ctio... with D.l.venport, an i.IIIport....t
terminus, both for u.st.,ru rail OQrlI.;dC
tions, U1d for rher tr..rf1e 011 dleo

)(issilaippi Rinr. 1t firbt IUrted
as the Davenport & St. Paul R. \0(.,

cbl.n&ed to the Chieolio. lUl....ukee
..".;l St. p..w. bU..,. ill. 1880.

'fbis canceUatil,ll1, one of the rarer "'e"t IIAl'k1nll, inilic..t"s • So"thbowld
trip, fl"Olll Wontieello to Clinton, in l&ll, as apphe~ b,. .... 1.. b1.....,slee.
Six trips d.lily were raje under L.Lll wntr..,,;t No••70;.:7 on this l1.ne •

• • , 0<0."'0'"

"'"-" .A



tr~t ••1 _ •

]owa Postal History

()"SJ,..

FEB
27.. ~

.~

.\

ua~, lLlt.,I,U.&.a (, .:.•• pJLJ. IAJ.~

n,. ae-.i 'or ~0GI1Ku.••~ 1"IL11 .eroTic" be~CD INbuqu.e
..ad~ 1'14,. fl.....tiOl!u.O ....d __... • ....L_
lJhd'" \be C<JIlnnu:tll111 oL tlU bJ..uw;b..r ~ .1_U~.

be Ilo IU.-r '"'lId """' r L;>~,b. lIN! Du.ouq,c C U:n:l

...1 rM4. U .ul". built I.", .....~.. t_ "p r~."y.&lld
~ l;;prill& • aDCl • (;, .u.... to WaG... 111 1800. t'hc
lhlbuq..". Mrl._.," t~"' Wi"... buJ.lt 10.1 ........ to
:.p~.I.il~. the hom- s.....t~_ncm '" lO.lJ..uu
to ManOlll l.D :liiIJ, ha:tl ..., S A1.,...h to ....... k..t"lda

1a ...~. 1>1% tripe ...' _ 111 ... 77 WId r ...u1

~I

~I

•

/

""""-------- A
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L X 'V E ._.
EXTRA.< T F K FRElnHT TARIFF

Li_ Stock, i' ~'''x,'';:''
Bo:trDea Atlim1b,
Lin Sheep and Hop.

, ,

, '

U~y/J,,/
IlI**lPPl •

RAILROAO.6 MISSOUIII

/7: /_
:~u/ II"

MISSISSIPPI

, ylHr",
:m auu(\ III olin rr In! ~ Y ..-

......" ::tJ'. "Jl.lo/'i"ZX-:'~
M &:M -an.,;"i'-',' &R tI
" ,

.", .. ~.

_ TcL===""",,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,==~~";;;;~"""=·· =-=-~--
't

COlltrset 1dtb tIM MlIai..ippi 6' Wiuouri I\d.lroad to trsMport J car bach
ot h<n'''' t...- tllR City to Duenport tor c.pt. w. P. Hepbum., e-I*IQ' -II"
2D:l. ftec1Jteatal taTalI'J' ill oollllecUoD ntb the Ciril 'lar, daud ""& 15 1861.

•
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Iowa Postal History

, 0""......_.._. _.._.._.._.. _..__._..
"",\\Qv ....

Lhh CUIAR RAPl~ 6' cotiNClL 1lUJ....~ It. P.O. cance11atiol", wu uset! Ul 11>70•
..,od 1&&0. 0'. tile w.:u" J.ine of tills rol, b.:tlI.."o .;liDt.oll .uW ";",",cl.l iilul'f».

WZistruction .. co-.nc..J:r..n 111.57 ."!II the ~~I"'" & l>ebl. ..."a II. K.
b.lilt .<4 IIl.i.Ull> bet......" CJ.iuto ..n.J ....OOLtl..wd.----rnTb J i6 lllil811 ftN tldTt
to .I..hUon. and 1n 11:159, 17,j -.ile" on to >,;..-.1..,' lW.pidl>. In 11:IlU the Ce.Lir
liapida & lotiuo"ri Kivu 101.. It. conltructed.1 .ne. to <,;ilehe.... 2!* allh to
~·~illinlB62,~ml... toNevad.. iII18M.~-.ileltobM~18b5~
finillly, in Ib67, 149.1> IIUes to the 1tiholll'i Rinr, to connect the lUlU...
ullpi ..rid )tiaao",ri rive....

When thil rolt..l.1 c.o.rd was _Hed :1.0 1876, there..,n 12 trip. o.dly wxI...
w...i, <,;o"'t ......t No. ;;'.)I)(J1, by the Chiuco tt ~rt.h.... n"rn Kolil_y.

!
I ~,,'I_"-;J/~ h "hI__,"'" ""'no>J. E

/ /f'/II'/ //~.. '



11IE WESTERN MAILS

J
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DUBUOUE TO J'T.OODGE
L.n.BUTTON I/1S/MAR O.TO FT.O. R.P.O.

Ite. 1- L.O.Button. O. TO Pt.D. R.P.O .• 2". blue. 1873. IV
Thi. i. an unli.ted po.taark which I a. glad to record. It 1. ot

the type known a. clerk'. per.onal hand.taap. noraally u.ed tor tacing
.1.151•• report•••orting .lip•. etc. While not noraaUy used to
postaark ..11 ..tter. the clerk .o..ti... used the. when regular
haaaer wa. da..ged. 8islaid. lost. etc. Will a.eign catalog No.
759-AP-l to this ex••ple. Route was via Illinoi. Central R.M. Iowa
Dlv. traM DUbuque to Fort Dodge. Ia. 192 8ilee. R.P.O. clerk
L.D.Butto. was 11sted 1n 1871 and 1873 Register .ae was born in New
York. Hired 1n Iowa and had a .alary ot $1."00 per ennu•.

C-,J- '7.:.<-
Charles L.Towle

•

''''( of-I
,·Os·r.u. ( .tUl)..

1

ILLINOIS CENTRAL R. R.
Both carda addressed to
Hanchester. IOlla and
routed over the Illinois
Central.Cover belov
orillinated at Rockford.
Illinois CHICAGO" OlIBD.
a.p.o. W- bound.
Cover above oriqinatad
bet-veen o.buque and Ft.
Dodge about 1875.
Char Ie. L.Tovele" Henry
A.Meyer lIere the authors
ot RAILROAD POSTMARKS 1661
1886.

r----- ----- ------- _



1676

1 i374

LAND DEPARTMENT,

~t. \hullt· ~iODr O:it! 11. 11, (D.,
sT. P.l.llL. ""'HM.

-
St. PAUL &. SIOOX CITY
RAIL ROAD. The route
vas St.PaUl,Hinn.
to Sioux Ci ty, Iova,
via the CHICAGO,St.
PAUL,MINNEAPOLIS &
OMAHA RAIL ROAD.
The tvo rallroad
pOstmarks are not
listed in TOWLE &
MEYER, but there 1s
a s1mllar - ST.P. &.
S.C.to the R.P.O.
lihovn here
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1/6,11,

( f-

~\.[YVl,:

+.. <'f'

1'0,_ J""
......."""TaU' ""88--.

HOUSATONIC RAILROAD

'this route ran between Bridgeport,Conn. and
Pittsfield.Mass. The cover shovn bellrs a three
cent stamp of the 1856 issue. tied by the rail
road stlltion postmark ot HAWLEYVILLE. Conn ••
on0CT31,about 1860.

,

ALLBGHENY VALLEY RAILROAD

E.B.EX.A.v.vas the Eastern Branch Extension of the
ALLEGHENY VALLEY R.R •• between Drlttvood and Red
Bank Furnace, Pennsylvania, used about 1876.



TIlE WESTERN r.WLS

o(>ollROVI.,

Uer Ib
lH::,

B.• 0. R. R..

"......

BALTIMORE ... OHIO R.R.

MONIlOVIA OCT 18 1869 8" O.R.R. A r.lIro." It..t.lon poat.•• rll:
t.ylng t.he J cent. at ...p of the 1869 l ••u...."dresse" t.o PAWNEE

AGENCY NEBRASKA

•
,

EAST TENNESSEE, VI RGI HIA ... GEOKGIA it .11.

E. T _V...... Ga. IiI.R. BUIINSVILLE JUN 29 1885. A r .. re rll lIroa" Itat ion
pOltmark in BLUE. Cover addressed to Burl1ngton. Iova and back
atamped on reverl••• illustrated above.

~)
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MINNESOTA

. ..
rim Barr.l SIms 'It Hai1r

11~1 {17}-, J/l-'.'-.

(

LAn. SUPERIOR '"
MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD

Thl. railro.d wa, e,tablt,hed under terrir
ortal land srant charter. to connect the
head of Lake S~pertor with the Mis,tssippt
rlvsr, at St.Paul In 1857. Late~. after itt
con,tructlon tn the 1870'., the name was
changed to the aT.PAlJL & DlJLUTH R.R. The
covar shown ~&r. tha type 8·1 postftark
used from Plna CttY,Mlnnesota whlc~ wa. a
'tatton on the ilne.
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