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THE WESTERN MAILS
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YORK FACTORY,HUDSON BAY "Julyl6th,1822. George Back writes to
Robert Mc VICAR the Hudson Bay Co. factor at Fort Resolution,
Great 5lave Lake regarding his recent travels and reports on
the comings and goings of personal:"Williams is going to Moose
[Factory]....Simpson[Sir George] is coming in the Athabasca -
Peace River and returns by the Saskachiwine[rivers]....Smith is
to be at Cumberland,Keith at Isle a la Crosse,Kennedy Columbia
[river],Clarke Red River,Smith I'm told Athabasca,and a whole
string of others...There is however a Expedition(under command
of Mr.Mc Kenzie) going up the South branch of the Saskachiwin
etc. :...Ceo.Back." Alsc a 1ist of furs:"435 Martins,31 Beaver,
5 ,2Wolverines"for at total of"181 pounds,19 shillings.".
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Folded latter above was carried by a fur brigade or express
from Fort York to Norway House thence N.W.to Cumberland

Houss and thence to Fort Resolution via Lake Athabasca.
SEE map on opposite page.

Ad;ira% Sir Gsorge Back.1796-1878. He was a midshipman on the
1st aad 2nd Franklin expeditions and commanded the 1833-34 -35

gxp?ditions_in search of Sir John Franklin after he disappeared
.in the Arctic and was never found.



NORWAY HOUSE 1830.

Rupert's Land

L. Winnipeg
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The World of John MacLeod.

Hudson’s Bay Company posts, ca 1830, are indicated.

John MacLeod, the author of this letter, was born in 1788 and entered the Hudson's Bay
Company (HBC) in 1811. He served at several posts in the Red River at the time of the troubles
with the North West Company (NWC). For much of the period from 1816 to 1827 he was at Ile a la
Crosse. Appointed a Chief Trader (CT) in 1821 when the HBC and the NWC amalgamated (there
were 24 CTs at the time), he served in the Columbia District from 1822 to 1825; at Norway House
from 1826 to 1830; finally he was in command of the St. Maurice district from 1833 to 1849. He
died in 1849 whilst still employed by the HBC.

He signs as John MacLeod, but he always appears in the records of the HBC as John McLeod.

The Governor of the HBC in Canada at the time, George Simpson, kept a private ' Character
Book ' on Chief Factors (25 all told) and Chief Traders. He describes John McLeod, in 1832, as:
"About 46 Years of Age. A correct well behaved well Meaning Man, who is
always most anxious to discharge the duties with which he is entrusted in a satisfactory manner and
would on no consideration do an improper thing. Very firm when he finds it necessary to make a
stand; but not very bright, on the contrary so confused that it is next to impossible to understand
what he means to be at either verbally or on paper. Deficient in point of Education and quite a
clown in address and should consider himself fortunate in his present situation which is more
valuable than a man of his abilities could reasonably aspire to in any other part of the World. "



Norway House 1830.

The letter, from Norway House to York Factory, reads:

Norway House 5th January-1830
To The Governor
Chief Factors & Chief Traders
Northern Department

Gentlemen

The Periodical Packets from York Factory and
Red River having again met here affords me an opportunity of addressing you a few lines which I
embrace tho' I have nothing of importance to communicate/

As far as the Paragraph in Chief Trader Miles's letter ( reporting the men intended for Portage
La Loche next Spring ) relates to thus to this place, I have only to observe, that there are no
steersmen wintering and but very few middlemen, Isham who used to go in the Capacity of a
steersman is Lame, and as for the Indians hired for that trip last Summer, one of them is winfering
in Mackenzie's River, another at Moose Lake, and a third says he will not go again in
consequence of illtreatment he received from some of the men of that Brigade last summer
particularly from one Laverdure.

The men wintering here are as follows, 2 Canadian voyagers 2 orkey men, The Carpenter,
Blacksmith, and Summer men.

The men sent to winter here having arrived so late on the Season, I had to keep all hands
Collecting Boat Lumbers until the Ground was frozen, I however trust the six boats I am ddirected
to get Built here will be Complete by the opening of the navigation,

Our Fall fishing was not so productive as usual owing partly to the ice having set in 20 days
earlier than I have seen it since I came to Norway House So that we must again have recourse to
the little winipic. Having the most of the wood required for 6 Boats to haul from, 2, 3 & 4 miles
Distance I am under the necessity of Keeping a few Dogs about the place for that purpose.

So to the trade I have no reason to think it will be less than usual, the period when the Indians at
a Distance used to come in has not as yet arrived, Some of them are wintering at the Grand

Raapid and at Moose Lake.

Our Stock of provisions now in hand is as follows
viz
90 Large Bags of Pemican WM éi) f
17 Small do : /

41 Bags Greas }%‘/ W %/ 0/47: )

12 Kegs flour -

I have only to that a few Canoe Cedar timbers and Splinters will be required as usual in Spring.
I remain Gentlemen
Most respectfully
Yr mos. obt. & faithfull servant
John MacLeod C. T. for H B Coy.
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THE WESTERN MAILS
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RENDEZVOUS 1837

— e i3
/M- ﬁ""”“"’“’? e ’%ﬂ‘“{-ﬁi{‘ ces+s+oIn the past summer I paid a visit

to the Snake Country* and according to instructions again visited that
Sweet Place the American Rocky Mountain Fur Company's Rendezvouse, where
for 18 days I pitched my camp in company with from 2 to 300 of the Scum
of all nations;but to describe to you the scenes committed at that place
would be beyond description,suffice to say,many of them are of a most
henious nature,but what can be expected from such a set of lawless vaga-
bonds as assembles at that place. You will have no doubt been made
acquainted with Mr.Hutchinsons[John,H.B.Co.clerk]Jcomplete failure in his
attempt to Establish Deasis Lake[post]summer '36[of 1836],but as the par-
ticulars will be I presume fully made known to you by some of your corr-
spondents in Mackenzie River....the whole appears to me a total mystery.
I however hope that long ere now Mr.Campbell[Robert,renowned explorer and
Chief Factor for H.B.Co.],who volunteered his services,has thrown a more
clearer view on the subject,and succeded in accomplishing the desired
object.Our worthy Commander in Chief Doctor McLoughlin[John,Chief Factor
in charge of Ft.Vancouver]You will have the pleasure of seeing,afew hours

conversation will inform you of the news of this quarter....John M.McLeod?
g S .! M,
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Folded letter originated at Fort Vancouver and was probably carrcied by a

Hudson Bay Co's ship to E i
2 ngland where it enterad the mai
s : 1ls as er

LETTER,&rr}v1ng in London OCT 18,1838 after 7 months in tra ‘p fe e
rated 1 shilling 4 Pence. e L

#The Rendezvous of 1837 was held near the junction of Horse Creek and the
?rean River,on the west side of the Wind River Range,of the Rocky Mountains
in what is now Wyoming. John M. McLeod was an explorer and Chief Trader fur,
the H.B.Co. *McLeod had discovered the Dease River in 1831 and then led
an expedition to its source at Dease Lake in 1834. In 1836 Hutchinson was
ordered to erect a post at Dease Lake,but the project failed due to an
attack by an Indian war party.MclLeod and others doubted this as only an
excuse to avoid spending a winter in that wild country,Thats why he calls
it a "total mystery".Campbell led an expedition to Dease Lake in 1837 and
erected the post. John Stuart,to whom the letter is addressed,was a Chief
Factore,who retired to Scotland in 1835 ;after 36 years with the H.B.Co.
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FORT PIERRE 1835

iMesser Pratte Chouteau & Co Fort Pierre Sept 27 1835

Gents Mr. Halsey [Jacob ] will furnish youwith a statement of all Furs
and peltreis traded at Fort Clark - and Fort Pierre - during the Summer -
(and after the Inventory was taken.) It being all important to me that
these Should be credited to Qutfit 1835. I have to request that You will not
suffer the returns of the two outfits to be amalgamated. Mr. McEKinzie
will furnish you with all the news relative to this part of the country - and
our prospects for the forth comeing Season.I fear we shall experience Some
inconvinienc in consequence of So many Clerks going down,and have ing oppo-
sition to contend with over such a wide extent of country. But we will look
only on the fair side of the picture,and endeavour by greater extertion on
our part,to remedy theevil. We are daily expecting the Sioux from the
neighbourhood of the Platte [river] and Black Hills - untill their arrival
it will be dificult to come to any conclusion respecting the contemplated
expedition to the South. Should it be deemed expedient I will take
charge of the Platte outfit,in which event you will be duly informed by every
opportunity - what our prospects are in that guarter.

With my best wishes for your/Health & prosperity/I remain....."
£

Carried to St.Loulis by company exXpress - - 3 . S Pl
(im0 tcints

"Eacd Nov.2" {



YELLOWSTONE EXPEDITION 1819
FIRST STEAMBOATS ON THE MISSOURI

St.lwouis -11 June 1819

I arrived here on thel3th of May since which time I have been constantly
engaged in preparing stores for the Missouri expedition,the Agents of
government in this guarter have been very dilatory - so much so that not a
particle of provisions or stores of any kind were to be found in this place
onmy arrival destined for that expedition,by running & biding night and
day I have succeeded so far in procuring stores as to be able to start the
Rifle Regiment,in two days more,the 2nd Regt.will follow in about fifteen
days - the Missouri is a grand & noble stream but the difficulty in naviga-
ting is almost insurmountable. a current of at least five miles an hour,
boats are not able to make more then nine miles a day,the 2nd Regt.will go
in steamboats if it is possible to get up,their calculation is to go to
Council bluffs this season 250 miles from this & about 400 miles above any
settlements - I am now trying to contract for one hundred head of cattle to
be drove up to there by the 1st of Sept.,the distance by land is about 400
miles,two hundred through the wilderness, I am not able to give a very
correct account of the Country,as I have seen no part of it as yet (except)
what borders on the River. - This place is the Capitol of the Missouri Terr-
itory & has about 5000 Inhabitants of all nations,colours & languages who
have flocked here for the purpose of speculation,there are many very good
buildings and considerable wealth,it is the most extravagant place to live
in the United States and,at the same time live wretchedly.I have been fort-
unate enough to get into Governor Clarks house for a short time, The weather
has been extremaly warm for the week past,the thermometer has been as high
as 874d. I shall remain at this place & belle fontaine during this summer
Belle fontain is themilitary post 18 miles from this up the river.- I have
had the missfortune to loose most of my clothing on the way,which distresses
me some,as it cannot be replaced here, my trunk was broken open by a deserter
and the clothing takenocut.=....... I.Clark Jr."

khkkhkhkhhhkhkhkkhkhkhhkhhrhhbhhhhhk

"Belle Fontaine/ Febry 16 1821

Dear Father.......The country has been almost inundated between this &
Vincennes one hundred & Eighty miles. we have not had a mail for six weeks
until last evening.The last news we have from Congress convinces me that

the Army will be reduced, in the event of its taking place you will most like-
ly see me in Vermont once more - should I be retained I shall endeavor to get
on to an eastern station. if I should be left out of service I shall take a
trip the way of New Orleans to Vermont.I view this climate as very unfavor-
able to persons subject to Billous habits and in fact to any person bred in
the frozen regions of the North. as for myself it matters 1ittle where I am

I shall never enjoy good health again ,my constitution is destroyed. Gen-
eral Atkinson is my sincere friend.he has placed me in command of this post.
there is three detachments of Troops;in all one hundred & 6 men; it gives me
double rations and I also draw the additional pay of asst Commissary of Sub-
sistance,which makes my pay eaqual to a Major.I have been entitled to promo-
tion from March last but have not yet seen the Register.[promoted to Captain
Aug.27,1822].Should the Army not be reduced I shall leave this in March for
the Council bluffs,in command of the Troops now at this post.we shall ascend
the river in Boats [kell-boats or bardges] an arduous task 850 Miles against
the strongest current in the World,go which way I will,you [may] hear from me
F e = Gl g G e I.Elark Jr"
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Missourt CANTONMENT { (Council Bluffs)
EncineeR CANTONMENT

BELLE FONTAINE was amilitary . ]
post at the junction of the Tty el
Missouri & Mississippi
rivers.The covers shown
bear the first two types

of the handstruck postmarks
of the Missouri territory.
June 13,1819 and February 17,1821.
SEE transcript of the two letters on
the opposite page.

AT Lo

. JUNLE 13,

YELLOWSTONE EXPEDITION 1819
FIRST STEAMBOATS ON THE MISSOURI

This was also known as the Missouri expedition,which was the first attempt to
ascend the Missouri to the mouth of the Yellowstone river,while establishing posts
and making treaties with the Indians along the way.The steamboats were unable to
navigate the strong current and had to turn back at Cow Island.SEE map.However,
the steamboat,WESTERN ENGINEER,with Maj.Stephen H.Long and a company of scien-
tists,reached the vicinity of Council Bluffs.Although the steamboats were a
failure,Long continued overland with his part of the expedition to the Rocky Moun-
tains.It was not until 1831 that the American Fur company steamboat YELLOWSTONE ,
made the first trip beyond Council Bluffs,to the mouth of the Yellowstone.SEE cover
carried by this boat on its second voyage, in this collection.

Lt.Isaac Clark Jr.was in charge of provisions and stores for the expedition,under
overall command of Gen.Henry Atkinson.He became a Major and drowned while in the
service in 1844.



THE WESTERN MAILS
JAMES B.BRUFFEE AND THE FATE OF HIRAM SCOTT

"Night Potosi [Missouri] 10th Septr 1829.

On opening a letter on today hand-
ed me by and glancing at the signature,what a pleasure,yes Even trans-
port did it afford to find the name of my much Esteemed Friend Robert Campbell
subscribed. It is therefore my Dear Sir with the utmost satisfaction and pleas-
ure that a correspondance so interesting to me is thus once more attempted to
be kept alive,for a remembrance of your Name carries with it a train on the
most Sweet and pleasing Reflections which are however better felt than is in my
power to describe. I am truly happy when I feel myself assured beyond a doubt
that you are once more admitteé to return in Health [from the Rocky Mount-
ains ] and safety to a lanc of Friends whose ready and Hearty welcome I hope
has in a great degree sunk past toils,past privations and dangers into a sea of
Oblivion, and particularly does it gratify me to hear you intimate in your
Esteemed favor that you have been prosperous. But my much respected friend are
there inducements in that Horrid Region* still sufficient to induce you back ?
Certainly the Hazzard is more and more increased. It would be to me a circum-
stance truly p[1Jeasing to know your Circumstances in a pecuniary point of view,
so improved as to justify your stay amongst us. But 'in a Penny in for a Pound is
an 01d Edage. Consequently I feel disposed to yield to a necessity that may say
your happiness and your best Interest calls for farther Enterprize - Certa in it
is that my own wants,and Even Embarrassments are still of a Character to Venture
if it ware to tread the Infernal Confines. Could I gain Cash to justify sucha
life and such a Voyage,and ware there an Opening I would willingly join you in
your Returns,But presume you have no power to dispense with any thing in the
shape of an interesting Birth in that dreary and inhospitable Region.-- I have
for many months past been filled with thoughts the most perplexing and the great-
est degree of solicitude for our frd. Mr.Smith's [Jedediah S. ] precarious situ-
ation in the Mountainstand now have those feelings reawakened, is truly distress-
ing ,yet I still have a hope left me,that a man of his Beoldness, prudence, and
merit must finally succede.But that he is still safe together with his frds. J &
S [partners David Jackson & William Sublette]. I do most fondly Hope,-- Were it
withim the 1imits (conveniently) of possibility for my friend Campbell [ Robert)
to visit the Mines how happy I should be to see him Early this fall. Please to
write me, more specially respecting your future Views-- Say whether I may
expect you here--Were there not such a necessity for my unremitted application
to business I would try to see you Ere a week from this period,But now I cant
promise my self that pleasure by a trip to St.Louis unless I can Effect some
arrangements to lay in a small stock of Iron & Steel for my winters Business -
Times are truly hard with those in debt here without a Capitol Capable of being
wielded to advantage - the great fall in the price of Lead coupled with the
Natural Barreness of the Country is grievously felt by Mechanics particularly
such as stand on the list of late beginning - Be good Enough to mention in your
next communication what particular Vestiges you seen of the remains of unfort-
unate Scott [Hiram], where he made [h]is Exit &c.**

With regard to my own and Family's Health I can say we have Enjoyed pretty uni-
form health since my return from Little Lake*™ The while I was absent I lost a
much beloved and promising little son (8 years old) - he was affl icted 5 months
and his disease of such a strange Character as to baffle the utmost Care with
the united aid of Physicians,he was taken Ill the day after I left home. His
death my Dear C. was a severe blow to my Heart - But to that and the like
Vicissitude it is our duty to submit Especially reflecting as I am compelled,
that he is, and will Remain Happy - I must conclude for the present by return-
ing our thanks and greatful acknowledgements for your polite and kind Remembr-
ance of us,and to solicit yr frequent Correspondance and also to assure you of
my highest Esteem and most/Sincere Regard/ J.B.Bruffee"

*What is now Yellowstone Park with it's geysers and boiling springs.
#* Spotts Bluffs,Nebraska named for Hiram Scott,the site of his death.

#%*%* Same as Bear Lake in Utah.Flows into the Bear River.



THE WESTERN MAILS
“Be zood Enough to mnention in your net
Conmnunication what particular Vestages you seen of the remains of unfortunate Scott. where be made [b]is
Exit &e  Perbapsitis appropriate that a cloak of mystery continues to shroud one of the West's inost noted
happenings.

In April of 1827 James B.Bruffee and Hiram Scott left St.Louis in charge

of a caravan of 46 men and supplies for Smith,Jackson & Sublette,who

were at the rendezvous site on the "Little Lake" of Bear River or Bear Lake
as it is known today. On the way out Scott became ill by the time they reached
the rendezvous and almost unable to travel. The supplies were turned over to
S5.J. & S.and furs to the amount of 22,690 dollars were exchanged for the
supplies which amounted to 22,447 dollars.The profit would be the difference
in the cost of the supplies and the selling price of the furs in the east.
Bruffee set out for the return to St.Louis with the promise that he would wait
for Scott at the Bluffs of the North Platte River. When Scott and two compan-
ions showed up Bruffee was no where to be found.In desperation Scott's two
escorts abandoned him because he was near death and unable to continue. So it
was that Hiram Scott perished at the foot of the bluffs that bear his name and
have become his monument - Scotts Bluffs.
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Letter datelined "Potosi [Missouri] 10th Septr 1829".
Carried out of the mails to Saint Louis .

Robert Campbell had gone to the Rocky Mountains with Jedediah Smith in October
of 1825 and remained there,hunting and trapping,until the fur rendezvous of
1829.He returned to Saint Louis with 45 packs of beaver,arriving at Lexington,
Missouri on August 20,1829.The folded letter shown was Bruffee's answer toa
letter Campbell had written on his return from the mountains. Apparently ik
was from this letter that Bruffee learned of Scott's death.The scattered bones
of Scott were recovered and buried by Wm.L.Sublette.Some accounts hold Bruffee
accountable for Scott's death. See opposite page for the content of the letter.
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New York 24 Jany 1832
1T ro Cimpbell
Dr sir

%ill you be so good as to Cull on Grimsley und hurry him ubout
my Sudulc, so soom us you receive this I wish you to Send me my Clouths bag
¢nd ell the Summer L3) pent 1in the trunk at Towns go to Trecy & lihrffs and
in my Burewu ut ther store you will find more Sumer Clothing which plouse
send mu==tlint is cont nothing else except two white Yound Jackets wnd the
belt of my Sumer overcost put them oll in the Cloths bug end direct them to
me Cure or 1 5 Trucy xomg NHew Urleans-=do not glve Grimsley wny pecce unt1
you see my Suddle shipped together with a pair of Holsters und bridle I
ordered him to make

I Leave this for Ne Orleans in the Ship Tuluwa on <he 1%° of
Febry = irom thence I shall ship to lutwmorus, from thence travel acro#s

the couwtinent to to Lsic) Guymas on the Gulph of Caliafornia whence I shell

reiuin for st leust 2 years = 1 have Connected myseli with « rich house
in this pluce they furnish every thing te the /mount of Cme hundred thousand
dolls worth of goods &o charge nmo Int for the adventure and glve me cne Tourth
of the proflts ==

I tuke about ten thoussnd dolls worth of goods w crosc the
Contincnt to dlspose of on my réut,- the ship that takes the goods round the
Fasifiec will leave this about the lSt liche the greut object you Know is to
purchase hides--I will Succeed or perish, snd I honestly believe 1 shall
sccomplish 21l

dy compliments to Sublett & Fltz und believe me ever Yours

Al liines

Tgll Hre Terry I will write him soon - = -
Deposite wy trunk &c at 1 & WAEf Mﬁaﬁ
L Aqdresseds J Ro Cumpbell Esqr

Care David Kyle

Saint Louis No
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J. Miscellaneous letters. Among these, the greatest interest probably
attaches to the somewhat vainglorious letter by A. I. Raines, written to
Campbell from New York on January 24, 1832, From this letter it would appear
that Rainés had been a mountain man during the late 1820's, adding another name
to a much too short list of known persons in the fur trade during that peried.
Raines forecasts to Campbell his big future, financially and otherwise, as the
California representative of a firm about to engage in the hide and tallow trade.
Farenthetically, it may be observed that he was perhans merely blowinz up his
own importance, for the one other known document concerning Raines, an 1835
letter in the Hational Archives written by Ashley, casts doubt upon Raines'
personal fitness to escort an Indian delegation from Missouri to Washington,
D; €.
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Campbell Papers
Risvold Collection

[Williem L, Sublette to William H, Ashley]

New wyork January'h;h 1833 [overwkitton from 1832]

Genl W H Ashly

Deer Sir I have been to see MT Tracy & Mi* Halsey Ilir Trncﬁy
I find has maid Sale of the furra left with him & Mr Ilalsey l:as those
four Hogished On hand and I vhink likely there to remaln he has
fuer to sell for the american furr Company & furrs for Powell which has
Just landed, the furr Powell have scnt is Bennts furrs from Santafee
ir Tracy has about 1200 lbs of Santaree furr also I have been Confersing
with Mr Tracy as 1t respects the Szle of those four iHogzsheads of furr
with Ir Halsey he thinks he can make Sale of them llikeley for four
Dollars hou Ever I think Tracy likely will be ablo to make Sale of
them Sooner tinan halsey and likeley to aﬁ better advantage for this
Reason=-1t nicht &é-m&sk& be bLest to Order them to Tracy thougch act
as you think best as you Can Judge as for that better than I Can Mr
Tracy thinke he Could make Sale of another lott of furrs of tho Same
quality as tho Last & at the Same price I have been thinking 1t might
be best to Write to M' Allison & Anderson at Louls Vill to for ward On
all the furrs they think they Could not meke Sale of against the 10t
of karch to this place that 1s 1f 1t Gould be done Imediately by the way
of liew Orleens so as to be here about the 15th of' Fobuary as ilr Tracy
thinks they might be here in that time & Sold Imediately as it is my
wish to (Closc Saoles ss Soon as posible that On my return to llssourle
I may bo able tc make a Setlemt with M* Jackson and slso with the Rocky
Kountain furr Company which I Cant doo until the furrs is dispose of
which Intercst me much as I shall be leaving in the Spring and 1t 1s

iecesary to have a  Setlmt - Genl Ashley: I wish you to act as you
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THE WESTERN MAILS

Sublette to Ashley Jan, li, 1833 =2

think best as it respects mc_vin[_: the furr as you now my Business
and Intorest as well as I doe HNr Camphbell i my seclf have been all
this weel malting Sclections of hardwoare at Wolf Spler Clarks 4C and
haye written to you On the Sul:jeet So soon as we receive your u:mv.rer
Fr Gampboll will leave for Missouri and I will Come On to washington
Citty t©o Soo you on matters I Lxpect to be in washinston in about
ten days Wolf Spiar & Clark wish you to become responsible for the
payment of' the hard weare that is 1n 12 months as they iive no lonper
Credit naud we .ave written to you on the Subjoct,
Iy Hespects o Hrs Ashley
Your most Obd Svt

W L Sublette

gonl ¥ 1 Achy i

[Addrossed:] Genl WD I Ashly
HMember to Congreas
Washlngton Citty

[Postmarked:] ilew York Jan L

[Rate:] Free B L r L L e EE T 2.
WILLIAM L.SUBLETTE writes to General Ashley on the problems of selling
furs in competition to the Rocky Mountain Fur Company and the American
Fur Company,as well as furs sent to the eastern market by William Bent
from Bents Fort via Santa Fe. Smith,Jackson & Sublette had sold out at
the Wind REiver Rendezvous on August 4,1830, to the Rocky Mountain Fur
Company. The following spring Smith,Jackson and Sublette mounted a
trading expedition to Santa Fe. Thomas Fitzpatrick also went along and
the caravan of 74 men and 22 mule-drawn wagons, left St.Louis on April 10,
1831. After leaving the Arkansas River Jedediah Smith,while searching
for water on the ever dangerous Cimarron cut-off.met his death at the
hands of a war party of Comanche Indians. Thus,at the age of thirty-two,
was lost one of the greatest of. all American explorers.

Sublette's mention of making "a setlemt with Mr.Jackson and the Rocky
Mountain furr Company" may stem from the sale of the firm of Smith
Jackson & Sublette and the Santa Fe Expedition.It was not all profit in

' the fur trade. See Sublette September 4,1831 in this collection.
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KEEL BOATS & MERCHANDISE FOR THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN TRADE

Wm.L.Sublette writes to General Wm.H.Ashley from Philadelphia while in the east
outfitting for the fur and Indian trade.See note by Dale L.Morgan on this phase of
the business of catching beaver along the watercourses of the West. ABOVE

"Philadelphia December 28th 1832
Genl Wm H Ashley We have spent our time [Sublette & R.Campbell ] Since we arive
here in making Selections of dry goods which we have nearly completed - Messrs.
Siter Price &c and Messs Gill Campbell & C have furnished the greater Part of the
goods - those Gentlemen have taken some paines to get the articles we wisht as there
was many articles we was force to have which they had not,Our Powder we Will have to
pay Cash for and many Other Small articles - I Expect whole will be about two thous-
and dollars which will be to pay for in 40 or 50 days - the balance is On a credit of
twelve & Eighteen months - Our ha[r]d ware bill we have not yet Comence filling as we
find the articles is not in this market and we will Proced On to New york On the 30th,
Inst in Order to see if it can be completed there - It is Our wish you would Write to
Reddle Forcythe & C. Pittsburgh Concerning two Keel boats which we Wish to Get — Two
Keel Boats from Eighteen to twenty tons burthen not Exceding twenty ton Complete -
we Would wish them new if they can be had in time - Good strong Boats Rigg Complete
and maid for fast Sailing &c - as for describing the Boats you know such that will
suit better than I doe - if there should be any difficulty in Obtaining the two boats
in Pittsburgh there can be no doubt be one Obtained in LouisVille or likely two as
Mr Allison said he would attend to any thing of the Kind - you will please get those
Gentlemen to Return an answer as Soon as posible from Pittsburgh and if they Can not
be had to Suit I will write to Allison at LouisVille Ky - we wish the boats against
‘the 20th of Febuary - if the river should be Open at that time - if not Open then as
soon as it Opens - Our goods we have got here is now Packing & will be on the road next
week for Pittsburgh - Please write to those gentlemen to receve them and pay Cariage
- have them stowd away until Our Order for Shipping them to St Louis - they are mark
Sublette & Campbell St Louis Mo. Mr.Campbell will be in Pittsburgh the 15th of Jan-
uary on his Wey to St Louis and before that time I hope we will be able to Know Con-
cerning OQur Boats - then wve will be more able to arange respecting the Shiping of Our
Goods from Pittsburgh - my Stay Will not Excede Eight days in New York I think until
I return here again to Complete Our Business - Please write to me at New York or to
Gill Campbell &c Philadelphia who will attend here in Case I am In new york. I will
write from new york yours most Obsvt/Wm.L.Sublette "

B. As a valuable supplement, six letters written by Sublette to
Ashley, and two written by him to his partner Campbell, between December 24,
1832, and February 22, 1833, while Sublette and Campbell were in the East
outfitting for their first joint venture in the fur trade dramatize the
problems of the middlemen who actually had teo deal with the trappers in the
mountains, taking satisfactory trading goods up and getting furs sown to
the States to square accounts. "Returns" from the mountains--say, a catch
valued at $50,000--have sometimes been viewed by historians as so much clear
profit, without any understanding of the liabilities that had to be met from
the returns, essential trade goods bought on a credit of six or twelve months,
ete. And laying hands on proper goods might run afoul of conditions of supply
distorted by imminent changes in the Federal tariff structure, and other
economic factors seemingly remote from the business of catching beaver along
the watercourses of the West, Even the purchase of two keelboats, reguiring to
be available at the right time, of the right tonnage, and suited to the Missouri,
could be attended with all manner of difficulty and expense.
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w SPUIT LAKE Nelt ﬁm;
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EDMGN]DN - “}\r_ R SRAPID RIVER
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Y5 H "'\'
W, SGREEN LAKE ™% D ORC) DUS? WEHR ?U =
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN "ln w HOUSE ISCAND LAKE™ 5 Lﬁ“:‘ g e {
o = FDUEE \'::Ir . r— _l_,v\\é e - A'KI_. t"bl.-' "II‘
3 - Y NORWAY HOUSE o
IEGAN POST, FORT F"Tf\m;ﬂl.rs: H([r wmogmxs, 7 f
ﬁf Oce, SWAN LAKE HOUSE" ) c:n,wm RAPID s
! L \ I] i I.AKE p o
KOOI NAY b S0, ) ( -|, \winmires. ”
A i q’fﬁ,pﬂ“‘
GSNAE!LJRGH
Fort Simpson \ SLEXAND AC ELL
Northwest Territories N\ R FORT cmnn NIF'IGC'N HOUSE
This was a fur trading post of BRANDON HOUSE™ — UPPER FORT }MLLES STURGEO

the Hudson's Bay Co., located GAHFW_

LAKE
on the MacKenzie River in the N.W, e
Territories of Canada. The letter is FORT FRANCES2:
dated *Fort Simpson McKenzie River ' Firw &
District March 23, 1852 Alexander H. WHITEWOOD LmEpﬁf“ Q S=MICHIPICOTEN MATAWA
Murray writes “The Packet with the ship T F:_ WHITEFISH
letters of last summer [via York Factory] has = 53

Just reached this place... ] have just learned, letters

for England can now be sent via Canada and New
York by the prepayment of the postage to New York...” K
The cover is marked “Paid 3d Anderson R. Dist” (6¢ to or

from any post office in Canada). It was carried by the fur ‘tSi PALIL
brigades of the H.B. Co., following the watercourses down the :
rivers and lakes and the portages as outlined above in yellow,

to Sault Ste Marie, Canada West where it entered the regular mails

August 1st. Thence to Scotland via Toronto, New York and London.

The rate of 1 shilling 2% pence equals 5¢ US. inland and 24¢ ship or 20¢

U.S. to England.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

SUBLETTE TO CAMPBELL 1833

"LORDS OF THE WESTERN COUNTEY"

The following extracts are from a letter written by Wm.L.Sublette to
his partner Robert Campbell at St.Louis,under date of "Washington
Citty February 3rd 1833™ : " I left Philadelphia on the 28th of January
and arive here on the 29th where where I found Genl Ashley & Lady..... .

I have not been able to Settle my Business as I wisht with Ashley - had
not the papers I wisht with him - I have had no acount as yet of the Beaver
furr from Louisville and I wrote Riddle & Forsythe yesterday to make
Sale of that hoggs head there at four dollars if they had it yet on hand
so as to Close all the Sales as soon as posible - I recid a letter from
Tracy Stating he had not maid Sale of the 4 hoggshead yet.....I expect
to set out for Pittsburgh imediatley and I shall also write to Mr ' Tracy
to call at Wolf Spies & Clarks and see how our Rifles are and Jogg there
memory and write me that I may know how to proceed - Genl Ashley think
our Equpment of Scarlett & Blue Cloth not enough & I am of the same opin-
ion - I think if Kere has any you had better Secure a fiew piecs more - I
think I will get Some of the Calacco [cloth ?] you spoke of in Pittsburgh
- Eobert I have Some what Chaingd my notion as it respects the Sise of our
two boats - I think one out to carry about 20 ton and the Other from 20 to
25 ton as I dont See the needcity of taking his Boates up to the mouth of
the Yellow Stone [river ] besides it will I think be rather to Our disad-
vantage to - but as for that matter we can determin how after - if I See a
boat of about 25 ton I think I will take it - ....." He then writes on per-
sonal matters and in particular ladies and that he had watched Congress
making long speeches on the tariff bill - "I have been looking at the
acts of Congress as it respects Spirits - it says there shall be no spir-
ituous liquors introduced in to the Indian Country under no pretentions
.....So Wine can be taken inas I believe it does not Come under that act
and I think we had better take Some......" In regards to the ladies

" T can tell you I have not let them know but what we are lords of the
Western Country and at the Same time told them we was Both devilish Clever
fellows and Candidates for matrimony - But it was necesary - We Should
make One trip to the mountains first & then we wisht to Settle Our Selvs"

7 Wm

Although Sublette was a "candidate for matrimony" he did not marry until
1845 and Campbell married Virginia Jane Kyle ,whose father is mentioned
in the letter,Feb.25,1841.To top it all he is homesick for the West:" the
land that flows with Milk & Honey which I long to see™. "
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"Fhiladelphia February 9th 1833

Genl Wm H.Ashley Dear Sir yours of the 7th Inst has been duly Receiwvd
Informing me of the shipment of foure hoggshead of Beaver furr from
Louisville - I have herd no word from New York or Pittsburgh yet as I
Expected letters from Both places as I had written to Each place from
Washington whilst there,and requested them to write me at Philadelphia -
I did not Reach this place until 3 Oclock this morning as I was Ice bound
& had to take stage — I have Just been & Settled with Siter Price &C & got
the acts Recpted which I forward you all but the Small Bill of Expencis
On Jacksons [David E. ,of the firm Smith,Jackson & Sublette] Beaver and

: mine as It of no Importanceto yvou-1Iwill keep it so as to Settle with

Jackson On my return to Mo[Missouri]. Mr Campbell [Robert] here Informed
me he had forwarded a letter from this place a few days Since tome at Wash-
ington - Please Enguire at the office & forward all that it there to me
here as I shall be here a few days yet until I hear from Pittsburgh

Wm L Sublette"™

Tkkkkkkkkkddddddr btk dd

Fl NHAGS |
/%”‘/yﬁ@ﬂ%o

DAVID E.JACKSON. No date of his birth has been recorded,but he died
December 24,1837 from typhoid fever at Paris,Tennessee.He was with
Jedediah Smith on the Santa Fe Expedition,when Smith was killed by
the Comanche Indians on May 27,1831.SEE Smith letter in this collec-

tion.
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Campbell Papers
Risvold Collection

[Willlam Snodgrass to Hugh Ceampbell]

Cincinnati November the S5th 1830

¥ Hugh Campbell

Sir although & stranger I take the liberty of adressing a
few lines to you for the sake of Information Some time Since you
favoured Mrs Virgin with a friendly letter respecting Some business
as transacted between your brother and M" Virgin I Should be glad
to kmnow 1f your Brother Robert is returned from Ingland an[d] if he
intends Returning to s% Louis aﬁd 1f he would be willing to act under
a power of atturney in Settling the business between Jackson Smith and
Sublitt and u' Virgin Dec? == gnd if he i1s not returned and will not
return to S¥ Louls I Should like to have advice from elther him or
yourself if' you are any wlse aqualnt[ed] at St Louls as to a proper
or Sutable person to impower as an agent at St Louls to Settle the
business in your last you advised to apply to Ganf Ashley or M Kite I
have wrote to M" Ashley and was informed that Jackson Smith and Sublitt
ware all at that place in october & 'l Ashley was about to leave the
place and would not return for some months and he Could not attend to
the business now he did not inform me when he expected the Company
to leave that place or whether at all as there is a receipt in the
Care of Robert Campbell I would Just Sugest the propriety of acting
with it in as juditious a menner as the Case will admit Shoul[d] M*
Gfﬁpball be willing to be appointed agent the receipt will be reddy in
his hand and Should he or you neme a person at St Louls 1t will be as

t

easy to transmit to 8 Louls as to Cincinati and the receipt might to

accompany the power of atturney I had been thinking Some of M Kyle
as an agent mearly from M° Cgupbell leaving the note in his hands eas
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Snodgrass to C‘:mpball Nov. 5, 1830 =2=-

a place of Safe deposit M2 Virgin Requested me as her friend to
administer and She relinquished her right the Court have granted me
iettara of administration and the business must be transacted ln my
neme and by my suthorlty I hope you will wright émediately and give
me all the informetion respecting those things I have writen and as
much further on the Subject of Collecting the money due to the
Widdow and orphant Children as you can elther by your own lknoledg or that
of your Erother and I Shall remaln yours most respectfully
Hamilton County
Springfield Township

William Snodgrass
NE pleas Direct letters for me Clnoinatl Post office,
[Addreﬁsed:l #5 Hugh Campbell

Richmond Va

[Postmarked;] Cincinnati O Nov 7 [ecireular hand stamp in blask ink]
[Rate, unpald:] 25

kkEkdhhkhkhkhkkhhkhkhkhkhhkhhdddhdhbhbdddbdd

THOMAS VIRGIN was a member of Jedediah: Smith's second expedition

to California,which left the 1827 rendezvou on - July 13th.In cross-
ing the Colorado River,at the Mojave Villages, the party became sep-
erated and ten men,who were still on the river bank,were attacked
and killed by the Indians. Virgin was with Smith and those who got
across. In fighting off the Indians Virgin was wounded by ablow from
a Mojave war club.. . .:+He recovered only tobe killed in the
Umpgua Massacre along with fourteen other members of Jedediah's
party on July 14,1828. The Virgin River,which flows into the Colorado
River,ia named for Thomas Virgin. See deposition of-Arthur Black in
this collection.

Letter shown is fromWilliam Snodgrass to Hugh Campbell regarding the
estate of Thomas Virgin under date of November 5th,1830.
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FORT BRIDGER WY JUL 6 1966. 82933. In 1965 Floyd Risvold
stopped off at old Fort Laramie and showed Wm.J. Shay,the
Ranger Historian,my Sublette letters on the fur trade.
They were part of the Sublette/Campbell letters that I

bought from Bill Semsrott in 1958 - thus the postal from
Bill.who had followed in my wake. F.E.R.
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THE DEATH & FUNERAL OF JOHN LAWE,
FUR TRADER & AGENT OF THE AMERICAN
FUR COMPANY AT GREEN BAY .
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JERIMIAH PORTER,a missionary writes to his father under date of "Green Bay W.T.
Feb 16th 1846".The following extract is from the letter: "Last week one of our
aged citizens,o0ld Judge Law[e] was buried.He was an early settler of Green Bay,
an Indian trader & partner in the Amer Fur Co.He has left a large fanily of
children by an Indian wife,she died some years since in the Papal church & her
children are papists.He had opposed the family in their religion & has uterly
neglected religion himself;I called in his dying days & was informed that he
was 50 low & insensible that he could make no conversation,after that for a week
he grew more & more insensible,yet a papist Preist pretends that he was convert-
ed a week after my call.So he baptised him;& his friends now look upon himas
having died a good Catholic. The amount of his religion consisted in this: He
expressed a wish to be buried beside his wife.This he could not be unless he

was baptised in the Romish Ch: So I suppose he did express a willingness to be
Baptised.But whether he was conseious of what he was doing is doubtful.The
Priest who baptised him is a poor intemperate man.The officiating priest in
town disapproved the act of the other,& it is said refused to baptise the old
gentleman.And at the funeral,which I attended with a large concourse of our
protestant citizens,in some 35 vehicles of various kinds,the priest after say-
ing High Mass for the repose of the soul of the deceased, in an unknown tongne,
said in English,that it was most foolish & inational to waste life in pursuit of
riches,pleasures,& fame, & then expect that at the hour of death a priest could
admit the soul to heaven.And concerning the deceased he said : "He knew little
of him,as he had but recently become a member of the church,& how he became a mem-
ber he did not know as he had no hand in it." " He did not say these things to

....I was delighted to hear Mr.Carabin,the priest bear his solem protest against

" Jerimiah"
*-t-t'.lrt***ii‘***iiit****ti****tttt

74 at York,England. He was the son of a British army

awe represented the American Fur Company at Green
Indians and attained higher rank

died February 11,1846 aged 66 yrs.

such an opinion......

Judge John Lawe was born in 17

officer and a Jewish mother.L :
Bay and was noted for his fair dealings with the

with them than any of the traders at the Bay. He
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