
DEAL

A mem"". of the Cmque Fort' of Sond__ld>, In I"" Cow'I)' 01 K..., <&.elond). 74 miles S.E. from London.

rI ALUO b}' I"" Ancinll I:!ti,ono IJd' (a low open pwn upon UlI! ..oj, DeoJ ;,. <oooiM..... to be one of lhe
possibl<: ..u.. 01 t""4a1Tdoll8 plat. of Juhu< Cusu in 8riunn. In 'ho lJorn<sda)' Sur"..)' Dol., o.k, ~k
.. """'lion""'. 10 II,.. lime 01 II",,'Y VIIl, Dul "'as me.dy •.fislu~ "Jllq<: I~'ng h.1.lf. m,'" from lho_,
bul I"" VO"'1h of lho Ellglish Navy and lho mer..... of foft'lgn tra<k bro"ihl mm...I,,,'U and tnffl:hanl

ships in ;""....ll'iRfJ num"".. 10 'ho Do__.... Tho Do"... fot""'" a line dator.1.l rassac" and anchofag<' ""I"..... I""
5hou and ,he Good"lJ1 Sands. 10 "hieh lor~" ~lS 01 "'indbound "~1s coold I.. p.Ol<et.... lrom til< IIo'lrtb, "'<01
and ..0<1.".ly p",". The pto<p«ily of lIIio Iamow; port ......... lop<'d maInly' from lhe ,·'etu.1.lliRfJ and ""pplyiRfJ of_
1...- the lor,.. numb<rs of wUp" 1'"'luet1t"'ll ,II< 0...,..... Many mttchMltmm po' In to o..r '"for o.den"; East Indiamm
oail<'d down from Black"-all and Gra'· d 10 lotm up Ihm fttd. 10'-':0''''0)'; and mm..,f·,,'U rod< of! 0..1 .,,-..n,"C
or....<5; all of ...·h,eh !aUlt.... In ,II< act" handhog of. grnl nom"",of ship kll<'<5.

ORIGIN' .....UllUflJ.....-ry:l, 1777
VIA Deal
TO' ~I&otlandlApril2
TIlANSITTIME .<\ayI
HANDSTAMP' OF-'L./SHIP-LRE

DEAL
SHIPLRE

s.'
1761·17[06
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DearMr _ J..-..ary3,lm

, \.aile thlt poeable"""all,o" to write y<lU It.- I"", I_the -..nl time ..... hoi><!
your, """""'" ..... lhO Lady III In~ JIOOd ~Ih. Sir, I belnilln JIOOd .teal nI
~alth ~~ """Ie)'Oll lIIlI to Inform Y"" thaI I ..... ..- tile D1saa-able
_Ity nI o.ponlnc from Ow"1a Town, So c.mIlNo the 3 JllIy LuI to avoid
tNt _IIc.-, Bloody ConIInent,( NOTE, CIuor\eo. Town ••"'~.hllly~
atUl<:kl by \lie 8l111r1> neet In boll> 1m ..... 1711 but ..... captured In Maynll180
and_til~of17'Il2bytlle Brillsh,)

Mr _ I In a line ay or n>MJna a ...wI fort.... In CIuor\eo. Town bel....,
uu.~ ar _ out 1cII JolIn Deal rnet<:!>Mt of 011I....... Town~
for "" ,",'" my best Iriend tI>ere. I '.',l1ltlor hlm lie reoommendoe<! me to I"" Best
of CUI1on>en and~ belOft tile TrouI>I-.m U..... c..... on tNt he wood
Ildv"""" me 3 _(p<u>dII) sterllnll to by 01..,.,. on<! I'lotal>IIrI> me In
B.-- and SIr !>rIOft I ..-><I take.., vrno .....DIt my Kl"i: and Country I Left
Cardlnll and <.,.,. to s.ov.....-ll In e:-ee- _ the S d.oy of NOV. Lul J t,*
"'-21' lor J"'~"'1n lI'eIl I.- and after F...... 0.)'1 wllnll_","'~I
_ cut ....ay wlth a G....I nI _I,",nldl) drove UI"""'" on \lie Rodta nI a
'a1and called IPULerGcNlna.IGrea.1 ouana.Bal>amaalKey, but _ be God_
..... all ..Ie 1"'.1__ on tNl DcamaJ laIand In a Tent and at Laat opIed a
...1eI. I hailed her and (abel c.,.,. to Ullor lhere w,," no Inh,obll...", lie........ UI than
foul' 0.)'1 s.oUIne and lI>ey p...., UI _Ii" to a Ialand called New Prov_ In
Weal 1_u.... , not havlnf; no opoo1.....utyo( Gf:tlna to Jan-a tl.... P .......II" to
Antigua In Well ''-andSlrwllenl ...... vtldheare In""""o( St. John'. I lIJnujjld
1_lelncl~t In my w.y but could not lort..-In the Weat I_III
"'I'Y dull now for they had all _ willi... _1an1...., ""~) lrom ,orneri<.
f.,..,.,.,.-rty, and then I met a II""IUman In To\o.... named _ H,..-....,y PI...t.... In
\lie counfry and I~l with blm to be. Planl""'alanl ..... I 1",,11_ 11..
_ very _. SIr II I...., that If ,0"""",1 better u.... my Iormer B.......... I

Intend to tollnw it My ulery III about lor1y pnurda almlnll. and It I Uve will be
Ildvanced 1 year Mr _, Uyour honour..- be PIe.., to """Ie me ......= t
_ Eat it ... ....,.1 _ of honor and Sir. II yW .......d directlo D<iniel
Rca OIl the E:lIt.leo( _ H.rvt')I E. Squlre Antl_

DearSlr,l.myour.-lhonor,obleSE\IT D<inlel_.
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."~e. JO ~11 ul .~~.od a-,1J~e.

1l!8.l'6 <til' 11e JO uOlseA.' iJtt'l 01 u0J1J8od B'H Aq pasodxa
• 8aluol0:) UI!1 1l8M1 "'n JO poo,pO({'l6IoU a1"JP-l al(1
ul pue 'l8J1!.l'Q all' 01 ,ua~.rp. 8..,.1S pa"un all' JO

.l'aJ1 UO.l'j u,a,s,," 'l1JOH u-aJ1xa all' ., .(Jo".l'Ja~ 8''11.

~nc•• t.r,Jul7 1849

4ron bas inde.d iOnl to California,be ltarted th. 21lt.ot ,pril.

trom Plattsvill. on th, 6th or HaT he ooma"noed hie Jpurne1 .1SkX

on the Plaine ,He went with a brother ot the gentleman that

aarrl.d a1 alster,onB that will he to him a true friend 1n aVlrr

reapect.th., toU6bt 1n with. ann tormi11 a .erchant at ~ltl~or.

lave him 90 dollar. lach to Sutters Port.I RUPPOII 10U know all

atout wher. 1t 1,. iron vr~t. to •• h. waa well fitted out with

good Ox tea... ~on hi•••lf, va. wBII lupplied with medicine. sun.

kn'Ye.,olothl and bookl.~e bought a &ood horel to rldl. I haYI

had threl lltterl fro~ hl; fora the Plalna the laet dated the c4lh

of ~y froIB Port kearney he ~ae vell and ..ld hi nlvlr Injoyld ae

good hlalth,thl' baVI jolned ~pt. AudlPlthl traln he had bien through

'Wl th Premont and had three good plloh who ..ld ~e, could take the.

through eafe17.~ron vl11 wrlte fromJort t.r1me 1f hi 11 epared. "hat 11

1e at the SOu~ Paee.
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NATIONAL I
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COMMISSION co.1





CHRIS LUND. my mothers brother, wri tes to hil5 uncle, Knut Knutson,
frOIll Hilwkins in the 10llging country of northwestern Wisconllin.
The photo shows Chrill driving two horses pUlling II lllrge load of
logs. He alSo says that ~It is fine in the woods now.There isant
hardly any snow." You Ciln see th" t salle snow has been put on the
road tomllke it easier for the horses to "ullthe Sled wtth such a
heavy load. F.E.R.

(/

' ~-;iii c 1",

•• FHl 0.,.
: 2 r •. ... '" .. '. .

•

Postmarked at H....WXINS,WIS.FEB 19 8 P H 1908;received lit DRESSER
JUNCTION, 'lIS FEB 20 A.H. 1908 and at HILLTOWN, WIS FEB 20 P.M. 1908.



TtlI PALLS IM'tORTALIZID BT LOliIGPELLOW.
MIIQlIHARA PALLS 1:" vlnt~r <:Ire ..a.Note the lOan and >lo.an lOt.

near the .dg.ot~heraluandthe>lhitehor.eiravn.lei
o the left.Oelilnal photo by B.F.l)pton.I'Unn,u.pol1,.
BaLOW the fall. tnsu_r.NOteaan In vhlt. coatneae th.ed.
of tb. fill ••nd.a baek geoul"d.PhOto by Whitn. .1 ee

t au I11nne.o",
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B.X.i!.

"".. 2183

Gentlelllen:-

August 2nd. 1889.

The Bureau acknowledges t:w receipt 01' your letter 01'

the lat. lnllt •• w1th accompClJ1na blue-prints slDwing a design tor

a combined air ~d circulating pump.

We have no work in hand now where we think an arran~

ment like yours would be desirable. However,should the Contract-

Ol'll 1'01' the machinery or the J.lAINll: submit a design similar to the

ong you send,the Bures:u will give it .me coneideration in acting

on their application 1'0'" a crange 01' the preaent deaign.

The Bureau regrata that there are no II'I)re copiea of tho

lIpeci1'ieations !"or the MAINE'S machinery.and,therotore,cannot com-

ply with your request ror II copy. lrtIeeara. Palmer a: Co. could tIlr-

nillh you the roquirements for p..",,~-__

/'>
Vet"~respecu'u Y,

I
'O~.tn, !-'0-t

Bnf!i1neer-in-Chief, U.S.N.,_

Geo. ? Blaka Man'1'g Co"

#9~ a: 97 Liberty St ••

N... York City.

Chie1' or Bures:u.
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DENMARK. IOWA. Post Office was established in Lee
County on April 7.1846 and continues in operation.
Folded letter above postlllarked"Denmark Iova/Oct
15th/52" and rated 5 cents U.S. liS per numeralS in
circle and 24 cents to Scotland _ 24 In circle and
the manuscript 10 canceled out by grid in circle.
B<lckstamped 1Is pec 111ustClltion.

I



THE WESTERN MAILS
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5.VI Nll:UILL GoY. Of
IOyq."r1te. to.J.O.
Cro.by.on t.helay_
1ng or t.he corner
et.one ror the ne"
capitOl build1ng.
~ It ,,111 protNlbly
be t.he only record
lett. of u. in a thog_
.and y.ar. froe! noe .
The que.tion "ill b
ra1.ed. nl ne hundred
"fJrty y.are before
t.hat ti_. by the ga"
k1ng crowd."ho will
d.Uy .xa.lne t.ht.
.tone. "ho "a. s••.
Merrill and whe v••
Cro.by? Echoe. w111
anever, vho ?

Sa. Merrill"
SAM HaRRILL VI. the
Colonel or the 21.t.
IOVI In the C1vil "'ar
He eervo!<! t.vo t.eree a
Governor or IOWI •
IB6B and tBn.Ht. pr<
"Ira. "for the occ•• 1c
or the eorner etone.
t. attaChed to t.he
letter.



WALNUT CITy.
APPAHOOSIf CO.
IOWA post office
wa••• tablished
HaE"ch 12,1867
and discontinue(\
in 1903.A E"e<Jh
tered cover bear
ing SUllp. of the
Banltnote period.
!1"y 18.1886.

......
PJ:lllIu, B.._ 0... 1.....

U_doeli....-d ..i~lO ~

1:, f ,

;/ '

"

r

y
R gisterNo.

PERSIA.
HARRISON CO.,
TOMA pOllt
ottlce w.. a
eatablished
JulyJ.1882.

-I •

L t SCOttE ,1'lA.iI$RALL
CO •• IOWA ,>(1st
Office was estab
luhed OCtober 14
1169. Thlt thE"ee
coveE". are GEMS
of poatal hiatOE"1
and .Ire very lIuch
self explllnlltory.

/

..
1

1

I
5839

J. R. ELLIOTI'. '\
-~ ..

DBY GOODS' OBD'JBBlliS.
II- ·If .......;,

tJSCCXJl, tOWA. .I

.. __....... ,..... n,

I
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~(l~U••E$TEn C••IHET co.._.._~-~~
~ """'"::4"f:...o.:-_

.""U"G'OOO. _ •.

-_. ~".. _-,._.

BURLINGTON, IOWA

0.,11.._ ........01 I..."' l<I .......0
_;"l • _ .. 4..;..ble """ 10<".",. U.

<~o..'" .....""••nd .....1 ...._,'" .nd lie, ""blkac_ '1U'" " • ,.01 rWe. _ I 1. "'_
....... .' , "'01 , 19,000.000.

• l'i ':-l'l;' .. "' "'....u~:l'/3
,.; " 18.11•• 01 ,,"ve.! ." .

k ., .~.. , "'" and ..<1<.1, ...'1" , oy
~ "~Q ' ''''&lOCI ••,.. ate .,.. 1M

" .., .... J1&l>t opb1l, eo.. _
9 'OnOU.TKO
9F ~BU'RLlNGTON,----...--

I•••_ ... ,~y olll>o .1•••11....tiI .... ltII. pOpQlo' '" ....., ~.OOO. SI'o"'"
10 ,1>0 _" 0( a I'I<~ '0""0110,.1 <II.Uk' torN by 1M .....,

.,,,...,,l"lIl • .........- oy _01_, I u ....nd.1I , ... __ """"'In '" ...,.'. ,...,A..,ka "',,..,.,... Oy

i
~'~-·~, '~IS't::":::-~~I:.a';',':.,,-:='.~"k;

.... .>I1••I..11'9i J,...
"UP ' ..M _
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ld'~. ~
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TIiE WESTERN /\OWLS

•
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THE KEOKUK
"",p,per Ad"rtising Agencl,

,,_ .................._..... ~.
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THE WE::iTEItN MAlLS

•

GEM CLAYTON CO IOWA JAH 4 tl859'1 A turned cover ot a 3f: Nesbitt
envelope,used t["om Michigan to eLKADER, IOWA. The GEM Post
Otf ice vas establi shed September 18, 18S8 and di scont i nued on
December 12,188'7. This ia the earliest useof thia pOBtmark.

GaTHRIE CENTER GaTHRIE CO IOWA KAR 18 1863. Post Oft ice was
established April 1,1856 lind is stipp operating .

•



TIlE WESTERN MAlLS

TDA COUNTY, IOWA

IDA GROV£. Post
Office established
as IDA on February
9.1857.Changed to
IDA GROVE December
11,1877.

'~('~•. II'

~OS·r.\J.C.UU

,

'! 1'7 '
f 'j-, Ij

,

_.'"..", "
CLARENDON. Post
Office established
on September 5,1884.
Name chanqed to
GALVA January 8,1887.
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OFfICE Of INDIAN AffAIRS,
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MANUEL A fEJ\NANDEZ.
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TIlE WESl'ERN JtlAJLS
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IF TOU DON~" CATCH InM IN 10 dlly.

Cov.r above 1. probably the grillnddaddy or this
type or corner card•• Used !ro_ tagleville,
~.ht.blll.,CO\lntyOhio.A scarce In the 1860' ••

'''-~-~~..---

- ia:O. II, 1Jt:\taIU~ .....
I I. H"'''. "

STAT;ONER & PRINTER,
WAI.l PAPER

hptr !lito. n", .
TOy.t r,,"cY 00001. k
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FREleH Itm:llVEHTIOM HI MEXICO

In January of 1662 the French landed a military e~padttion at Vera Cruz,
and occupiad Mexico with the approval of otnar European powers. They then
persuaded the Archduka Ferdinand Haxl~tltan of Austria to become Emperor
of Mexico. Haxlmll1an landed at Vora Cruz Hay 28,1B64 and was crowned
Emperor MaXimilian of MeXiCO. The United Statos hod warned the French to
get out of !'texico but _r" too occupi"d with the Civll War to tak" any
&etion at the time. On Fanruary 5,1867 Franca Withdrew her troopa and
advisad Haximlllan to abdtcate and return to Europe with the... KI! refu""d
and was ovarthrown by the Mexican. under &enito Juarez, Hax1..ilian was
oxecuted by a firing squade on Juna 19m1667.
The cover shown aboYll beau a French at ....p u""d frc-. Mexico a. per po.tmarl<
CORPS EXP.liEXlOUE foWl. 1864 llnd i. bllckat....ped PAIlIS 26 APIln. 64. The cOver
below bellrs the 25c Haxtmililln .t....p which paid the Inland po.tage frc-.
PAOO DEL t-lACl«> to Vern Cruz. Tho cnvcr Willi probllbly picked up lit the Vera
Cruz pallt o[Elcc by II forwllrdlng IIgont or private pnrty nnd droped In the
U.S ..... t11 at New Yorl< on Nov.25. The year dllta ..auld have to be 1866 bacausa
the Iramps were withdrawn on the death of Maxl..ilian In Juna of 1867. The
) cant U.S. at ....p 11 over the imprint of the IMPERIAL MEXICAN RAILWAY,

•
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TEXAS EXPKDITIOH - 1865/67

'The following 18 letters were written by Albert L.Norrls,Asst.Surgeon,U.S.
Ariily.He ha" enlisted oe "contracted",as he states.6111onths peeviously to
May 186S.But, in 1862 French teoops had occupied Veea Ceuz and placed the
Austrian prince Ferdinand Maximilian on the theone of Mexlco.The U.S. had
theie Civil War and could do nothing about it,although they opposed Feench
inteevention in Mexico.As the Civil Wac "as dra"ing to a close, the Texils
Expedi t lon, under command of General Phi 1 Sheridan lias sen t to the Ri o. Ge,a nde
to geotect U.S. interests,lIhile Benito Juarez and the liberals >lere fight
ing Maximilion to regain their countey. The presidential terlllof Juarez"had
run out in December of 166S.but he had continued hhlSelf in office by peocla
mation.No electionll could be held because of the Maxirllilion occupation .... lso
citizens and soldiers of the defeated Confedeellcy,lIera fleeing across the
Rio Geande River, >I i th thei r money, possess Ions, live stock, armll, allllllUni t i on
&c,lIlth the idea of aiding "'ilximilian and elltabl111h a colony of Ex-confeder
atell in Mexico.

Tho follo>lin9 extractll are from the firllt letter under dato of:

• Washington D.C. "'ily 26,1865 Dear Brother .... 1 "cote you feom Richmond Va.
that 1 lias ordered to Texas. 1 amlltlll under ordenl and while awaiting trans_
portation/ have come up to the CapitOl to <,jet paid,and to see the great _gra_
nd Review of Am.Troops &c.[May 23ed Tuesday] ..... It is no" Friday morning
and aea anothae Feiday comas aeound I expect to be embarked on the geeat Expe
dition that is to accompilny Gen Sheeidan Into Texas. Virginia Troops are
fast being lllulltered out of the service.The 25th Corps entiee Is ordeeed to
the South &. I am to be in it. City Point Va &. Petersburg and Richmond to a geeat
extent "ill be abandoned by oue foeces - All field hospitals "ill be broken up
if not aleeady in Va.Oue hospital at the Point of Rocks, broke up the first of
this "eek - only t"o Post HOllpitalll will be retained, one at RiChmond and per
haplI one at Petenlbue<,j. 1 do not know to what pact of Texas I am to ,"0 but hope
to SOme healthy locality L.Norelll· The balance ill personal matters.
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~Fleet. for the Texas Expedition
On board Stealllship ~Gl.aucus~

Ha.pton Roads va.June 2d 1865~

R.G.Norris Esq./Dear Brother.
You doubtless are feeling some I(hat anxious to know where J am? lind

hal( the expedition progresses en route for Texas. Well;l(e are lying
at anchor in the Roads a ....aitlng orders, (ie) the 2d Div.25th A.C. (Army
Corps) .The tirst 1st Dividon 50me 12000 left here some five days ago
fQrMobi1e Bay and I(e remained in Camp of the 2d Div.at City Point 
until. yesterday June the 1st when at 9~ OClock A.M. it steamed aWIlY a
portion of it - my boat -G1aucus" and some others as far as here,and
have been to Norfo1k,for officers toget paid,and nov await the ~Cres

ent",vithGen Weitzel. and the headquarter5 on board,together with the
rest of the Fl.eet when we expect to set sail for "Mobile Bay" where ve
are to rendavouz at "Fort Gaines" and report to Gen Smith & then ve ex
pect Gen Sheridilll [Phil J vil.l take command of uS,in his force of 100000
men and embark the force for the Rio Grande River where we are supposed
to be going into summer qu"rters on the Yankee frontier bordering on
Mexico.M.y Boat the GlauCUs is of about 1800 tons burdon.She was constr
ucted and is owned J think at Gloucester Mass On Cape Ann, for se"
U5e &C.Has an able Sea Captain ..... " NorrIs goes on about his dutles
in the medical department and about the excellent conditlons onbo"rd of
the ·Glaucus· He also says that he has been transfered " frolll the
24th(whlte corps) to the 25th colored [negro) Corps of the Army for
Texas·. A lon<;l four page letter. signed Albert L.Norrll1.
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Stea_hip ·Cla'lle'lle·
nearly off Charleston S.C. 9 P K

June 6th 1865 Tueeday EVe

- Dear Bother. We have v,"thered Cape Hatteras and the Capes all IIOn!il the
rout•• ince 1.avin!il Fort Monroe at I P.M. on the 4th inst. and are expecting
to Ilak. Port ROyil tOllorov Borning vhen we go in. for vater Ice.- COIl.lnd
10llle .edical.tore. ,"c.Our journey thul far h<l. been quite a plea.ant one
except Sea .iekn••• Ind .0111' Dhrrhea .....• After reportin!il at Ft Cline•..
. . ve .xp.ct to elllbark tor the Rio Crande River next to Mexico the place of
our de.tinltion l have on board a Parke or Ambulance'.aome 3QQ lien
and a. llIany or 1lI0r. Hor.es 6. MUle,. 1 ae the only medical orticer.l have.
Itate rooll and thinge very cOlllfortable ...•Shall probably recieve thell
[letters] at Fort Cain•• vhen HajorGenl.Weitzel &. Hdqrt•• boat arrive•...
A.L.Norris A A Surgeon U S. Tran.port GlaUCU5 in Fleet or 25th ArllY Cotp.
Balance of letter about hill insurance policy and bustne!!s matter•.
-At this point In the letter he .tatell that 'I am IIt1l1 a Contract oftlcer
and vi.h Jolr Ray to under.tlnd I am not a Regimental man. - In other va rd. he
vaa not an enlisted military officer. but vas a civilian doctor under con
tract to the U.S.Army. Thie i. the reason he is not listed in lleitman"
REGISTER ot the UNITED STATES ARMY.
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·Brill~OIJ Santiago.Te.aa
JUDe 221865.

Mr R.G. Norris. Atter a trlp or Tventy one (21) day. troll ·Ci ty Point, Vii."
ve arrived herelaat Evening the 21at or June and our i_enae rleet are rast
disellbarking and encallping upon the beach .. eOOC are nov already in callp and
the rest ot the troopa faat getting to the shore. Our Transport _ Glaucua
dra..s sOllie 14 or 15 ft at vater and haa to 11e outside the bar and have troop,
transferred to "Lighters" and taken to the "harf. Our entire trip has been
Ilost delightfUl on board the Gllllucua,Weather exceedingly beautiful _ Sea
cah,and 81l100th except Off Hatter., &c.We are enca_ping all. the 'horee Coast
ot the Gult) not till' trom Mexico. It ia only (9) nlne mllea troll ..here r.1Il
no" ..ritin; to the Rio Gr.nde River that s.peratea Texas (the Lone Still'
Stll te) trOIll Maxilllll1ans do_i n ions. Just "cross the Ri a Grande ill Ha t ....oras
the theatre ot very recent battles 1n Mex " Balance i, personall
Let tel' nOt signed, but complete. Wr J t ten on letter~head ot u. S. CIIRISTIAH
COKHISSIOH.
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- DrowD.vllle,Te~s,

.:July 20tb 1865_

- •... I hilve be.n ord.r.d to duty ilt this ortice.vher. I i11l (nov vritin",) r.r
ther up the Rl0 Orilnde Rlver. I a. 'lavon duty at the MediCill Heildquarters
Of the Anly Of the lio Crilnde I ilr r I v.d here th18 forenoon. i1fter dd i ng
one .nd a half dily. up rro. the .outh Of the River ln the Steil.bailt Talllilulip.' .
I Cilnnot describe to you in i1ny rfttlnglilnguilge,the surroundings Of the river
.nd the oddities Of the sCllnery pr•••nt.d, in. rid. Of 125 ail.s or 130 ..11.s
up the Cta.satc Rio del Norte. We left Brilzos on ye.t.rday aornin!! and st••a
ing out over the bar into the Gulf or Hexico,we Illade our courae aOllle 32 Illil•• to
the Illouth Of this not.d rivec.where we p•••ed the French&. English Squaderon
or War vessel •• lyingilt i1nchor,i1nd cilllingiit Clilrk.ville Texila,and having I
v.ry .xcellent vi.y or B.'ildlld. in M.xicol .....'ilain pur.u.d on course up this
crooked river,p.rh.ps hillf Of the ti•• in A.erican .nd h.lf in Mexican wilter'l
..... howcrooked it 18 i110ng [the riv.r] th18 h.r,hot clia.t.,.nd l.v.ll.nd
SCiI~ in Texa •• end Mexico,when ror hundr.d. of .U.s .i1 hUl 18 not to be
foundlonly now and th.n iI S.nd hillock quit. s.i111.Th. inhilbitilnt. on bath
Shore. - ,\a. & Mex .•••• like a seai-clvJ1lized race.livin'ilin COtS [hut.?) or
willow with thatch.d roor •• and ro11owing- e rude ror. or eg-rlcultuer living
with their herds or sheep i1nd Cattl•• 5o hor •••• ilnd g-oat•••~ .all or aany
Of which appeilr r.aly quite fln•. Thi. MOrning far down. the river in the
bottoa land. Of T.xa., I ••v an exc.ting .c.ne .• It wa••0_.I!3.!.!!.. cha. i ni.
down iI wild Hor•• (with Lila.ooa) which they finally caug-ht in iI noose- •• I
bell.v. they .1wilY. do.in th.ch•••....... At Brown.vlll..... ar. so_ 28all.s
froa Breza. and yet the uerican .hor. baasts of troops i1nd soldiers ror 300
ail•• tarther up [dv.r] to Ringgold Bilrrack•. Just acros. the River rroa
Dro...n.ville is Miitilliora. in Mexico,only perhaps two .Il.s frOa where I i111 .itt
ing. Brownsvill••xclusive of sOldi.r. h•• rroa 2000 to 2500 inhabitilnts.
Hatallorlla 8 to lOOOO.But the A.Ilericiin troopllare .up.rior in nu.ber ••nd .ffic_
iency, though ·Cortin .... • [Republican Oeneral] haa a reputed force farther up
the river on the Am .•hore etc.WG arll or opinion that Ma:dllllllian ..,illllullpend
...arlike pur.ult. b.rore autullln"", ,- signed A.lbert-
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SIEGE OF MATAl10ROS

"Office Chief Medical Of'f'icer
Western District Texas OCt 30 1865

Rufus G.Norris Esq/Hy D.ur Brother

Brownsvnle is pretty well flooded to day with a rain storlll frolll the North_
ward that haa prevailed here since Friday p.H.now Monday A.M.- the wind across
tne plalns is lIub"iding these (Norwards) Northerners are falllOus (stonns or)
rainy seasons on the Rio Grande. Another weele has passed since last I wrote and
thrilling scenes have been transpiring within sight and hearing,meanwhile &c
A unusually severe (Liberal) siege has been going on against the City [of]
Matamoras,since Oct 25 Wednesday last 4 A.M. Maximilian [Ferdinand, Emperor of
Mexico] has qui te a nUlllber at times, well neigh lost the place but not qui te, as
yet,the siege is still waging .Had I time to write you a description of Mexican
Battles as I have seen thelD the p(l.st week I am lIure you would be amused and indig
nant at their w(l.nt of disciplin and action. The IlIlperlalists of
Max illli ian's ArlllY under COllllll<'lnd ot Gen Mej i <'I [Tom<'ls J ,ho Id i ng the Ci ty of M<'I t"r.o
ras, were attackec! last Wildnesday in force by the Liberals,ot President Juarez
[Beni to] ArIllY. under COlllllland of Gen Escol.b<'lds [Escobedo] Cortinas ,and "HinojOlla",
( ) who attacked by a slllart Intantry engagelllent in the 1Il0rning at the
West side ot the town on the river just on the plains ol.Crc. ..... the rlver frolllwhere I
board at the hospi tal. It being only a few rods to the American shore and the ri ver
only about 300 teet across,at that point .1 turned out of quarters long before
sunrise and went to the shore to see the engagelllent. In Mexico as in Texas on the
Rio Grande,there are no hills, all plain land covered with chapparal. (bushes
fUll or thOrnllllluch like barbarris at home.& Consequently the righting Wall done
either on the open field or behind I>tockadel> bulwarkll and sand forts tor <'Irtillery
F..c.lwill give you a rough diagram sketch of the pOllition or fortll ",tockades,and
the conternding Armies the other side in full vie... of my quarters.SEE OPPollite p.
Drafting being quite out of Illy line of bu,i1inel>s you will ple",se excuse the extreme
uglines$ or the H1ndscol.pe but not of the river for the Rio Grande is more serpen
tine than even the Pamunky River in Va [Virginia) in its meanderings.l rlchlyen
joyed the excitement Of the battle of the 25th Oct.while standing on this side of
the river(U.S. J,in another country [Mexico] only 100 y<'lrds from me W<'lS <'In excit
ing battle going on.&c - The fighting is not yet over - the seige I suspect will
continue until the city is reduced the place sacked,by storlll pillage rapine &
pl under and wh<'l t should be ,the scoundrel U. S. Seseshionillts who ellligra ted them
to <'Ibett <'Ind aid,the Southern Confederacy and have amassed great wealth at the
business are driven out! I anticip<'lte their piles of Mexic<'ln Silver will be con~

Hsc",ted .Mexican affairs here are now the all absorbing thelll and little of note
is transpiring on thhl side the Rio Grande. I think I wrote you in my last that Gen_
eral Steel [Frederick, SEE NOTE] ,hol.s been relieved.Maj .Gen.Godfrey Weitzel il>
now the ranking General in this District. I am still in O.C.M.Office.and at Post
Hospital,as heretofore &c. I have several officers in my ward,viz-Bevt Brigadier
General ArlDstrong [Sallluel C. ,SEE NOTE],Chaplain Higginson,Capt Covington,and
some hal r dozen Lieuts. have had Maj Orll, and ful Land Aal>t Surgeons, as pa tien ts.
My practice ha s been wi th whi te Of Heers, and men, since coming to Brownsv ille. and
always since entering the $ervice up to time of enbarldng for Texas in June.We are
anticipating that the next session of Congress will dil>band the 25th A,C.Colored
RegilDent,and adlllit such of the COlored soldiers as they chool>e to ret<'lin to the
RegUla r ArIllY. But I IIlUllt close your Brother Al bert[ C. Norri s 1'1. D. J.
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-OFFICE CHIEF HJ!DIC.\L OFFICER,
weatern District of Texas,

BrovDsvi l1.e, Hove_ber 5 t 865.

Th" folloving is taken from the only letter to beare a printed letterhelld lis above:
Returning from church services -1 went for a short tillle to the office and then callie
round for the ambulance to return,found one mule had sudoenly taken sick,had driver
fh: Up ..atters while I went with Or Monong Dr.Perry and others to hear a Mexiclln Band
(Liberlll) serenade the General of the District (Gen Weitzel) at his house. The Band
consisting of about (12) twelve brass pieces played foreign airs,but not equal to
".\/llerica- .They vere follo\fed by SOme (100) On.. hundr..d or more Mexican Soldiers
Citzens.l.c and a street full of Men Women and children from the suberbs of Brownsville
who came rushing in to tovn to see the Novelties &c. In an hour returning found ambUl
ance ready to go out and that Gen Cortinas of the Liberal Mexlclln Cavalry Wlls in Brown
sville with many of his Staff Officers, thinking no assault \fould take p1<lc:e surely
to day upon Matamoros 1 went round to Gen weitzels House and procured a pass IIcross
the ri ver ilnd had Dr Perry's and Gen .\rmstrong' s [Samuel c. I names added. So after
coming out to hospital to dinner ve (3) returned to town and crossed the Ferry takin\!
a COilch to the plaza \fhich ve reached only by a very serpentine circuitous route
amongst baeriCllded streets of the Imperial tovn [Matamoros] ,arrivin\! inside the
inner fortlficlltions at the Plaza \: of 3 OC:lock P.M .. we decided to attend Cathedral
(Catholic) service at 3, in fact our main object in visiting the place on Sunday ....s
you llIay be aware in almost all ClIthollc Countries the Inhabitant.'; betake themselves
"en masse- to their CathedralS for safety. we; (in a foreign beleaguered city vith
the seige still in force only quiet liS far as fi\!hting went,for to day) proceded \lith_
in the embrasures across the plaza (square) laid out by Gen Zach[ary 1 Taylor in the
46 & 47 (1946/47) Mexiciln struggle to the old Cathedral occupied by Gen Taylor vhere
for a military hospital. Our expectations \fere somevhat disappointed vhen passing
the Imperial Guard at the entnnce to the edifice on inquiry he inforllled us the
Ilervice would nOt occur till (Mangauna) tomorrow at the sallle hour. We however
Obtained permission to enter and pass down the isles ot this lllassive Cathedral and
sit near the "ch... ncil" to viev the spacious hall or church that Gen Taylor once held
by torce .l.c. Gen "'rmstrong .... ho had been on the SlInd .... ich tsl ... nds tOld us many thin\!$
lIbout CathOlics and their rites thllt vere novel and interesting to me .... fter ch... tt
Ing an hour ve went to Globe Hotel a While savour ...merican Diplomat Mr "'very; and
trom thence visiting the squ... re and Post Office we ...gilin took ... cilrriilge drilwn by
llluies and riding about the City,Past Theater & palace.Custom House & Royol Houses
within the barricades of the inner works we were let out on Our credentialS from Gen
Weitzel as 0 S ... officers to find our vay to the river and return to U.S.The suberbs
hays been and still are being injured seriously by the Libenl bombardlllent of Cen
Escubadoof the RepUblican (Juarez] Party. We passed through herds of cattle,mules
& GOats th ... t h ... d been driven inside Of their outer line of defense prior to the
attack for SustenilnCe of life during the unquestionably long seige The
Cathedral tO\fers are used as lOOkouts to take vie.... s aCrOSS the illlense praire of the
American Forces on this side the Rio Grand and of the Liberal army surrounding them
on the other side. We arrived safely back ilt hospital to supper before SundO\ln feel
in\! ...ell paid for our travel and tour of observation amongst the forts armalllents
and troops of the unfortunateCen Mejia[Thomas] .....ho is so faithfully endeavoring to
sustain the "'ustrian prince Maximillian in po....er over a people who should boast of
th" "Mexicannae Reipubllcae" and not the French province Monday P.M.Nov 6th-
Norris then \lants his brother to COme to Texas and set up a mercantile store and he
viII set up il medical practice ilnd that the volunteer troops \fill be lllustered Qut
"ithin the next four months and that he lnay not relnain in the service beyond Jan.lst.
He \fants hilll to send some personal effects and his Milsonic Diplollla.

</<,o~;
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-Poat Hospitilll Brovn~illeTe.ilI.
Januacy 2nd 1866.

- ••••• J a. quite ve"ry rroa the e:llcesslve 14bors ot to d"y.My u.u"l duties
have been unus"lly laborious.and then a little atter dusk this evening as
oneor ay p"tients, (DOctOr P J.P\e11yl _ (Surqo;>on and Medical Oirector ot
the "e:llican Liberal Aray under Gen. tscobado; aga inst the I.perh lIsts)va'
valking along Elizabeth Street. in Brovnsvi lIe Ci ty. he Va' .hot by an Assa_
ssin'. revolver and brought by a.bulance aga1n to.y vard. I have this .0.
ent lett hi.atter operat1ng;assisted by Or's _ Radaore.White,and R"ph"el
• other DoctOrs H.Oavll.Gr1ne11.and Perry,being present. Doctor Keily's
vound il at a very serious character though he is still concioul.c.Were
he in ordanary Itrength I Ihould have so..e hope tor his recovery; but as it
is vith a vitiate constitution and a general vant at tonicity in his sys
te.. I t.ar tor the results. Dr.lIi. ca..e to.y vard very sick indeed not e:llp
ected to live rroa one hour to another (J) three weeks ago last sabbath,and
had but a tell' days ago got out again.and you lIIay be aure! a. aad at seeing
hi .. again prostate upon ay hands ..... The wound! judge Ilust have been cau
sed by a Havy reVOlver _ it entered at Spine at Scapula (shoulder blade)
fract-uring it and entering deeply into the dorsal ..uscle it not penetrating
the thora:ll {ehe.t} his scapula is very badly tractured indeed Otfice
C.H.O./Januilry Jrd .•••• Hot ..uch nell's to state to day - Doctor l\a11y is a
live 4nd suttering ..uch p"in - Surgeons Conover. Horong vere prelent in the
ward when I dra••ed tha wound this A.H ....We hope he will .urvive.-He end.
vith - Please to assertain vh4t the eftect would be on Illy lite [Insurance)
Policy it I vera to go into Mexico lUI" Surgeon?" Albert L.Norrh."



• 'nil:: WI::STl::UN J'oL\IL::i

·Ot't'ice Chief Hedical Officer
8roYQsville,Texas Jan 17th 1866~

"Many th~ll'lk. tOr your Box and Contents, recieved to dill' via Adalia" cO. Expr••• ;
vh i ch you forwarded to Ill. (3) three lIlonths ago yesterday. Pat tent vIIi t 1"11 is
alvays revarded. Every thing Cilile thl:"ough In perfect order even the Revolver
did not rUllt,nor ViiS the Derringer Pistol tarnished. (whilt. Uttle blliluty it
ia) I lllllgre.tly pl•••ed with it.it is so much nicer than I expected. "Norria
then lists the other con tens of the box and other peclIonallllltters.He then
continues" I think: I tOld in my Ill.t of the attllck upon and capture of Bagdad
In Hex. Eight more COlored Regiments llce about beln; ..ulterad out I 1111
having 80llle Surgery to perform nov that Mexicans are being vounded,on Satur
day lililt I operated a ilecond time upon Doctor Kelly and succe•• fully.l r ....o~
ved the l!..I!.!!.!.t lind ilOllllll fragmentil llnd extranous matters _ he ill doing very
vell indeed. Dr POlilOlllllav him vith lIle on yesterday lind apprOveil 1111 &.c.

A.L.Norrlil~
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- OfUce Chief Medical Officel'
and Post Hospital Brownsville Texas.

January 27t.h 1866. Sat.urday Eve-

-R,G.Norria .••••• On Monday MOrning J",n'y 22d I attended to slell: in.y vards
aa uaual .nd then lIounting lIy aOrrel horae rode in tovn to orttee.a ia lIy
cuatOll, H.d been there but. short ti.e berore an order rroIlMa,.Gen.Weitz
el vOla brought to lie .requesting Col Conover Aet.Med. Directol', to .t once de
tail a Medical ortteer to tall:e eh<llrge or so_ people badly vOunded the 'l<llst
night,about tvelve IIi Ie. troll Brovnsville in the Ch<llpp<llr<lll upon the great
pr<llire. This Medical Orttcer to <Ill. once report to the Provost Marah<llil Gen
er<lll vho vould rurnish a Cavalry e.cort,and tvo Citizen. <II, guide <lind inter-
pretera. Col Conover [Wa.Arthur?] <IIrriving <Ill. the orrice aoon <IIrter
beg<lln to atudy vho he vould detail,refusing anI!' tor thia rea.on and .nother
tor th.t,requeated ae that i vould tall:e hia aabulance and .uch aedic.l .nd
Surgical .ppliilnces.s I .i<jj'ht think nece.aary and go out vith the e.cort
turni.hed.1 at once conaented and reported to C.pt Conklyn Provoat Marahall
.nd va. aoon on ay vay out or tovn vith ....bul.nce and.y Blanketa and Inatru
lIenta,chlorotorllH! and <II little aasortllent ot lIedicine.,not yet knoving vhat
I VOla to meet &c. Nor yet hov badly the people vere vounded.

Report ot ,AL. Norr ia M. D. A. A. S. U. S.". ,upon visi t to -Ranche sabini ta
to take char<jj'e at aOlle cith:en people vounded by brutal torce on Evenin<jj' Jan
21,1866.

MondayJ.n.22d '66
In COlllpany IIi th a deta il t rom <I th Wi a. Vols. and Mr. J .G. '!lrollne and Mr. Ri ch.rd
Miller - Citizens or Brovn.ville (.a guides and Interpreters),! proceeded
to the Sabinita R.nche vhere lie arrived at 2\ oclock P.M. satety vlth 118dic
ine,reatorative.,and Surgical-.ppli.nces. Found (7) Seven vounded,
(3) three .everely (2 probably tiltallY)lIho vere lyinq prosUte and bleeding
troa reartulgaahes inflicted upon the. their head and tilce .nd 'l'lIa on the
Evening preceding. The Faally rel.te that this vas done.t about 9 P.M. 
by a party ot (8) Eight araed RUffian. IIho rell upon these unsu.pecting peo
ple Just as they vere entering the g.te ot their olin prellis.s and be.tinq the.
in a ••nner to be herearter de.cribed rode avay leaving the 16 tied or _n Boys
and the vo.en shut up in a a.all lliitchen as .hovn in ay di<llgr •• sket.ch &c [p.B].

victi. No.1 Seci11 Gorney.
Aet' _ <llbout 40 yrs. An ex••ination ot this patient shoved that his Scalp had
been lacerated,cut,or punctured in .0_ (i2) tvelveditterent pl.ces or
di.rections,and upon turthe.r exploration I tound th.t the Sll:ull v.s r.ractured
In .ever.l places; (in 3 or acre .everely). The Frontal bone vas rractured
to. gre<llt extent. apparently Ole rosa tro. right orbit. to Middle ot right pari
etal bone; a Slight depre•• ion v.s preceived betveen the tVO fl'ontai prutuber
.ncea,ot.n irregular ovoid Sh.pe 1\ by 5/8 inches in e:lttent.,but not. .elveable.

Explor.tion <Ill. .bout cent.re or right pariet.l bone revealed an extensive
frac:ture,of A crucial ShApe .cross the vertex vhere vas a con.lderable depre
s.ion a. if cau.ed by a blov vith the halDer or a gunlock. On lert ot vertex
in left parietal bone there v.s another rracture;vith bones denuded soaevhat
of perio.teua <lind transver.e rracture see.ed to be at le.at six lnc:hes in extent.

Fullelttent of rracture. not tound at this tiae.Patient unconc:ious and
de11riou.. There had been a great loss of blood rroa extenaive sc:alp vound!;.
Atter explo.ring patient under chiorofollle,vounds lIere seved or atrapped .nd the
cold vater dressings applled ro he.d.



Victim No.2. Christoval Rosas.

Ae't about 35 yrs. Scalp lacerated "'nd contused extensively, and immensely tum
efied [svollen] 'lith coagulated clotted blood. Some (15) fifteen gllshes through
scalp and the SkUll in several pillces denuded of its periosteum. One fracture
of the Skull at least its outer table near the superior border of the right Pari_
etal bone. Seemed to be a liltreight fracture 1~ inch or 1Il0re in length and no espe
cial evidence of depression upon the brain. Extent of fracture not acertained
fully llt this time. I removed the coagUla of blood and taking up the ~vo sup-
er ficial bleeding arteries _ SOlved up or strapped the vounds and llpplied cold
dressings. Both armS vere found broken.Ulna bone of right armat about its
middle a transverse fracture. Ulna bone of left arDl at its lower fifth or
about 2~ inches frOIll the Styloid process cOlllpound fracture - movable fragments
but no Left ShOUlder very badly contused and over scapUla region but
bone not fractured ,patient partiably concious llnd sensible llt times of the pres
ence in the room of members of his Family, though SUffering extreme pain.

Victim No.3. Juan Garcia.
Ae' t. 30 years. Apparently struck (cudgeled) [club wi th round head J ...cross
left temporal region - contusing [to injure without breaking the skin) the bone
and integument5 [skin] but not fracturing them. Another strOke had cut a deep
gash in the left cheek over mal ... r [cheek bone] bone. Eye lids much ecchymosed.
No other injuries important to this man.

Received a blow acroSI!
left side; ( and

4.Beniti Myjosga,
the neck 'lith Same weapon, badly bruising the muscles of

neck) .

~ Rafail Garcia.
Was struck evidently 'lith a guns tack or bludgeon across side of head.He was brui
sed but not very badly injured.He fell to the ground /i. feigued death on receipt of
first blOv.

6. A boy not lIluch harmed only tied down /i.e.

7 A youn<;lman with contusion of knee caused vhile
tied down back of ( Jaca 1 hllrke 1) house vi th the other (7) seven young men who
were tied with their faces to the ground,and forbidden to utter a noise under
penalty of certain death;this was done prior to the return home of the first 6
spOken of vho were brutally beaten and Robbed by the Bandits,

On paqe 6th you ViII (find) A rudely pencilled outline of the prelllisesat Sal:inita
Ranche. In which I endeavor to shov apart of river Rio Grande &. The Horse shoe
lake 1 mile in extent,The little Island ,and the Tva Haskels,and Kitchen,and corn
cribs, at Sabinita _ The gate or entrancevhere the terrible affray tOOk place
vhere 5 vere felled 3,outside and tvo inside the fence.The beautiful large plan
tation and the Chapparal in the U.S.!'!' Mex. Bo11 !,c .... lso the telegraph Une to
BrazoB,thllt I folloved it,dovn 7 miles and then obliqued 6 miles t.o the Ranche.

Particulars as cODlmunicated to me through an Interpreter,by the f",milies living
on R<lnche Sabi ni ta. Texas. The man (&) (Ci t i zens) six in nUlllber had been out
upon the plains (pralre) hunting for meat and gallle&c,and returning unusualy
late 9 oclock P.M. their burden mules, laden '11th mellt &c.oismounting at the
gate vere lllet by (a) RUffhns .Stricken down 5 of thelQand tied and brutaly beaten
over their heads. prior to this hovever, some tva hours 7 P. M. they, the



Ruttiane {8} eight in nuaber.areiving at t.he Ranche peoceeded to.ecure all the
.eee detenceleee inhabitante by t.ying the young _n end grovn Boye (8) eight at
thea vith ropel5 (laeeoo.) .their tacee t.o the earth and not per.itted to epeak
under pen.lty ot death, (th1e done in rear at Jacal House) They then drove the
vOllen and childeen into the Kitchen at the end at the harkell (house) and kept
thee there at the salle tille chargIng thell not IIpellk aloud on penalty at dellth.

The Wite at Victim No.I.Hr. S.Gorney.nov (torvllrd sOllie 8~ months '11th
£ll.!.!.i ) nlllIr the cloee ot a pregnllncy,vll••elr.ed by the vrillte and a revOlver
placed to her bOlloa threatened 'lith death it ehe did not tell the.. (the robbeee)
vhere the Silver and treallure &. IIOney belonging to the Ranche eight. be •./'tr. Gar
cia viteot Victi.No J .vae eeir.ed and treat.ed in a .i.illae .anner. Their
ovn hor.e. (.t.ock) 'Ieee turned loo.e upon the plant.tion during the ti_ the
above n••ed preper.tion. vere ...Jting tor cruel robbery. The pelv.te .r•• and
veapona at the hou.e. and t ••lllle. vere eeized prior to the return at the
ovneee.and throvn into the Lake at the Ranche. Then etatloning the.eelvee
behind the chllPPllral tence near the gllte avaited the return at the un.u.pect.lng
proprietor. - the 6 .• ix vhom.t 9.oclock they toully ..altreated and robbed
not only the lien but the vOlllen ot thele property.thelr Silver and Jevelry .nd
clothlng!and about $1000.00 in money) $200.00 In specie .nd Jevelry troOl one
VOlllan alone &c &c. Evidence ot the cruel butchery and lIluedeeOull attack vae
tound in (3) three pool. of clotted btood,out.ide.and (2) t.vo pool. inside the
gate, vheee they veee .e i r.ed. tied .and 5 ot thell pounded baeberou.ly ovee the
head and lira. & ShOUlders - the 6t.h • Boy va. not beat.en only tied dovn to the
ground and left. contined v!t.h the ot.her.. victi. No 5 Hr C.rch givee hi.
test. illOny t.hat the RU t tian••oon atter thie brut.li ty. t indi ng one of thee
Vict!. no 2 Mr C.Ro•••••till bre.thing.eaid let ue tinieh hi••nd eetting .bout.
it.did be.t hi. over the head vith his gun.-He (Roeae)exclai.ing (coepadre
triend • prot.ect.or , vhy do you.o ,"c &c· (Thi. brut..taurderer it eeeaa 'Ill. god
hther in the Romi.h church. to Mr Rosas'ovn child) and perceiving that. he va.
knovn doubled the fiercene•• ot the attack &c. Then they proceeded to
rattle every t.runk and bed and box In bot.h hou.es tor booty '\'c. The murde~oue

party (eupposed to be Cortina'a ..en) verear..ed vit.h gun.,\. side 'ullI.but no
.hot va. tieed by .nyone. The Brigand party (8) eight in number vere suppoaed
by the vOeen and (children) young.en to be Llbrt.alMexlclln Soldiere [oppOlled
to l'IlIxi.Uien] lind in tlilCt they claiaed to be .uch - .nd told the tllellie. th.t
they 'Ieee co_ by order ot the Yankee General weltzel) at Brovnevllie t.o regUl
ate thea.I.pirial .y_pat.hi.era.c Etc.. Aft.er the above outrage. so incon
ceivllbly horrid they the -aurderera- eeg.ined their .t.cek and .tealing tvO tine
hoesee •• nd .11ver eounted ••ddle•• drove avay again tolIkiDg .uch boot.y. (lIub••
quent.iy ab.ndonlng the tvo hor•••• and .Uver ..ounted .addle.). I of cour.e
had a t.edious ilnd .eveee tour houre York t.o prefor. in chlorotoralng t.vo ...en •
• nd expiorln\l and dre.dng the 7 vounded '\'c. An houe att.er lIundovn I took
lIupper vith t.he talllily a rude ..ealln a rude 'lay ot Hexican Bread - (t.ortollr.)
and meat and griddle cakes and hOllliny 'lith tea sugar & goats milk,Att.er ...hlch
I occupied t.he evening in conversation on the habit.a and cust.om. ot the people
of t.heir i_en8e herd. and native acquieed vealt.h .s.c. Hedicinee ad.,lni.
tered llnd patient.. quiet on their beda. I hold ay Ambulance dnvn close t.o t.he
(Jacal) hou.e and .lept in it. vith my Interpretee He Hillee - .urrounded by
the Cavaley escoet•• guard ot vlgUance outaide vhile ay six .hoot.er.and
Deren\lee.at ey head eade _ teel quite •• fe froa hllra troa to reign or nlltlve
desperadoe.. C.lled up but tvice during the night At Ranche Sabinit. I
of cour•• rested, though you ••y be lIure J did not aleep a \lreat deal.Hext. dollY
Tuesday Jan 22d J lett the RAnche and 5 patient.s doing quite ve11- But took t.he
tva tirllt and vorllt c ••ea in ay a.bulance to our hOllpital as I te.r [t.hell] t.o
die - WUl try and veit.e you 1II0re of their history,\.c &c.
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Monday Eve Jan'y 29th 1866

! did not find timo to completo my lengthy and! fear uninteresting (to yOl,l)
epistle on SllturdllY eveninq so v1l1 continue nov. I hlld '>lot so far in my
accol,lnt as removing the tvo vorst vOl,lnded Mexicans from their Rllnch to ol,lr
Post Hospital on Tl,Iesday Jan 26d,and at 4.P,M,had a medical consultation
over them - Col Conover, Surgeon Morong,and Hospital Staff present,qave a
doubtful prognosis in both case.. but COlll.lllend my treatment thl,ls far and advise
a continl,lance Of the .. ,11110, with trephininlS (a small crown saw l,Ised to remove II
portion of the scull] at some fl,lture time if found necessllry to relive-compre
ssion upon the Brllin.Gorney - as before, was unconcious delirious. Rosas
semiconcious and .uffering decided p<lin ot Hd.& Arms. Tuesday night called
up to see thelll onco &c. Wodnosday Morning Jan 24,Consultation renewed and
trephining of skull in Rosas case decided as necessary to the continuance of
life for <lny number of hours 10n'iler. Then and there,l performed my maiden
Capital operation by use of Trephine.Heys Saw,and the Lever , re",oving II por
tion of Skull and temporar 11 y reHevi ng the compress ion &c. Gorney, only par
tially came to conciousness and had l1fe prolonged for(25) tventy five hours
when he died. Rosas still semiconcious o.c. Thursday 12 p.M.Jan 25th
Gorney Died. Post mortem revellied llil that we had suspected ante mortem, and II
great deal mOre. Autopsy revealed a fracture from right orbit to occiput
[bone] (longitudinlly) and transversely across oves vertex from side to side
with (3) three depressions and irreqular fissUCIIS and cOlllplex fractures
in the Skull &c. Base of Skull vas found fractured in (8) eight places - in
cluding the orbital plates (Which you may recollect were broken in the cllse Of
our honored President Lincoln last April) and also the Basillar [base of the
skull] portion of the spheroid & occipital Bones.Large clots of Blood Iiere
upon and vi thin the Brain. It is truly wonderfUl that Mr Gorney shOUld have
survived so grave injuries for (4) four whole days. I h<lvo the skull to add to
my medical museum collection,&c, Thursday Jan 25 at sl,Indown Hr G. vas
burried by his family and friends. Friday J<ln 26th Mr peter Corney brother
of S.Gorney _ brought tome $ 50.00 Fifty Dollars in Silver all Mexican and
asked me to accept them for my faithfulness to his wounded Brother &c. an exc
ellent fee for me, for which I felt very thllnlc:full assure you. And he also
spoke t(i";'e to go in tvo weeks from now to attend the widoli Gorney - at the
forthcollling child birtb confinmcnt. S.lturday Jan 27 Mr Rosas still very
low and semi comitose 'coOl.cious 1 J - held another consultation and decided
that he too mU8t die, but considered trephining not necessary, Sunday yell
terday Jan 28 Rosas still failing. afternoon ! thought hillldying and his family
sent for the Priest.Patient unconcious at evening and died 2 A.M. today.
Monday Jan 29 Christoval Rosas Died aged 34 years. eight days after receiving
murderous wOl,lnds from Robbers - producing Concu8sion Contusian Compression
from Compound fracture of the skull and compound fractures of both armS. A
hasty examination (Post Mortelll ) shoved his skull to be fractured from top of
head across right side [of] skull and forvards to right orbit o.c.Also a punc
ture and indenture of small fra'>lment Of left front of Frontal Bone.Also cont
usion of back and fractured arms o.c. Some one relllarked to his Brother to day
that no power human could have saved his poor Brother - he said impossible - I
Le docture Norris has done all that could be done for which he shall be rewar
ded &c o.c. I cottined both patients and to day attended in person the funeral
of Mr C.Rosas.vith his sorely afflicted family. May the Lord spare the rest &
hless them all! Thus you see SOme desperate Cortinas men are pilfering for
gOld <lnd Silver all through this Country and successfully at timell &c .
I have a pet "hite Kid ('>IOllt) presented to me by the Ladies of Ranch Sabinita
as a tOken of ardent approval of vhat I had done for their men o.c."
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... short; letter• .astly r~&rdtn'

(a.11 ies of the .il1 t:.8cy : • t ••
nOv attending the Fasill' or Col".
D.Grllh.alst U S .. rty le.guI.cs'
His child is very dc:1t also his
vi fa unwell - I'Ir8 G. h ;I, daughter
or Maj. Gen. Riekets. U. S.". and I
Niece or Franklin Pierce (Ex Pc•• ) •
••.• My (Point or Rocks VI' FrIend
Ita ".G;lIedner. 1'1_0. va. aurd_ract
Just out or town on the ni'Jllt or the
21st lnst.. r hillv. his errscts nov
in ay rooa.&ttended his burlill on
resterd.]' in Ancient Masonic: Rlt••
beautiful,bu.t sad'" tapr.adve ....
Hllitaryaatter. along the Rio
Gtand. are rast closing up 80 tar a •
the U.S. Vol. Aray ts concerned .

Albert"
••••••••••••••••••••••

This is the only letter to hllve the
envelpoe.bellrlng .. 3 cent st...p ot
the 1861 issue be'aring the post..ark
of BROWNSVILLE TEX. FEB 26 .
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