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THE WESTERN MAILS

--------

~_! _..-_.\-~--~~
::-~~ .-~

IlCllAl' 1'1"01 OM TIl! IOWA Fl.OMTIEI. 18l.]

•
..~

Dr...tl~ lattar d.acrlblnl atrocltlea on the Indlen f~tler In the low. Terrltory.Wrltt.~

by Captatn &.V.Su-ner.co..andlnl et Fort Atkln.on,I.T•• to Col.Aenry Wllao~.ca-.endlnlat
Fort Crawford,Wt.con.ln Territory.
Fort Atklnaon va' butlt ~rlna the yeara 1840.42, on the Turkay llver,ln pra.ent d.y Winne·
a~lek County, lows. It t ••bout SO _tl.s due veat of Fort Cr~ford s~d the Hissisalppi llve~

The fort Val dlaconttnued .s a _llltary poat February 24,1849.
Followlna the Black Hawk War a ~",utr.1 Cround" vas established on the ~.t sid of the
HlssIsslppt liver tn the northeestern part of the Iowa Terrttory and the Wtn~ba&n Indians
vere forcad to aov. thera fro- WI.~onsln and Illlnol. (See ..pl. The fort vaa buill to pro·
teet the Wlnnabe&os fro- pred.tory bands of other trlbea. Slaultlne~~.ly • Presbyterian
.I.alon and aehoot vera aracted.to aduclt. and chrlatlanl~ the Indl.ns,under the l.verend
DaVid Lowry,vho vea alao the aub- ..ant to the Wlnnaba&0a. In 1848 the \llnnebaeo" vere ......d
north to an Ital naIr Crow Wlna.Klnnaaotl Tarrltory. Th~ the raesOo for the abaodoa.ant of
FOH Atkln.on the followl"l ,..ar.
The poat offlc, va••at.blt.hed Auauat 1~,II46.v~ll. In Cllyton County ••nd th... dl.~ontl"u.d

Hay 31.1848. It v•• r ••••t.bll.hed January 9,18~O to the pre••nt tlac. Me post..rk••ra known
durlna the abort tarrttorl.l pariod to Da~..bar 28,1846.
Su.nar'. lattar VI' ~arrlad by aillt.ry courier to Fort Cr8Vfocd.

PH r.\L
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Fort Atkin.on.I.T,
Aorll 3.1843.

Oaar Sir; I have hsd a bu.y we.k her. In ~on.equence of the horrlbla
....rden at Wtl~ox·••attl_nt on tha 25th ulto. I had tha lood for.
tuna to ~atch the thra.....rd.r.r. (Indlan.l in 36 houri aft.r they
coa.lttad the act, and t have th.. now in ay lU&rd ~.e. in Iron•• l
took thea down to WII~ox'l la.t .aturday for the purpole of hevlnl
thas td.~tlftad by the YOUnded chtldran and they, at one., cl.lrly
racolnlx.d thea. vhl~h .acur.1 the conviction of thele fland.. Thl.
Ol.tral. val acca.pant.d by a ~rt ... hitherto unheard of -.onl northern
Indian•• It .e." the Indtan. vent to the houle on friday .crnlnl the
24th of Karch.and ,.-alnad thera through that day and ~he next.The hou••
va' occuptad by two ..n _ Atw.ll and Tea&,rden and three chtldr.~ of
tha latter. One a boy of 14 yr. another boy of 9 yr. and a little
Itrl betwean 7 and g, the .other v" ab••nt at a natlhbor.. On
Saturday av.ntnl the Indtana bal&" to .how hostlltty - The father
T"S,-dar va. dnonk and h.ad sona to bad vith tbe children - The Ind_
tana ft~lt ktll.d Atwell _ th.y then tied the handl of T...arden,and
thr~ a bo'tla at h" head. Vhlch rou..d bta. and he Ipranl up perf.c
rl1 eobl~. but hll hand. balna tt.d he va••nttr.ly In their power.
n.y bur lila ~o- ._ t1... and the~ lhot bte tbrouSh the head .They
then ktll.d the youol.lt boy. by baatln« out hi. bratn•• and lav. the
oldest b,y flv. dnadful WOUndl In the back. witb a lpear of lOIOe
kind • The tnfernll villatni t""'n••11 of t""'-. uvlahed ~ ..... IUtie
&!l! and dterward. wounded ""'r a. they ha.d tbe boy In the back - They
tlwln •• t fin to the hou.e. and ..."t out. it 1.- luppoled. <0 find •
hors. tN.t va.....r by. The. Uttle gtrl first recovered conelou.n.....
a~ r~J~.d lwIr oldaat brotlwlr vho ha.d falnte~ - The~ chil'r~n then
aacapold out of the bu.... lna hw.... It I. about 2 al<a••,rol, • pran.
to Wtlcox'. the near••t hou... and thele poor children ~ot lo.t. and
did DO~ r..ch the bou.. till .cr~lna. - It W.I a bitter cold nlaht (16
d'Sre.a below sero .t thll po.t) the lttti. atrl, be.lde. her~
~r."d'ul Irlur· ••• va' v.ry ba~ly fro~en. end viii 10•• one of her feet.
, :~ a atrae;. th.at tho•• chtl1r.n c;ld not perlah on that pr.rl •• fra.
~l.. : ...".n':!e rnd tha ••tr_ .,.,1(. - 1 do not thtnk they Cln .u .... lv. -
Lr Tina vho ha. vllttad thea. th1nk. tha ltttl. alrt ..y ltve. but he
..... bu: HUla hope of tha boy. It I' .ald that 4 Wtnn.b&&o, v". surd
ar~ by w~lt.= I•• t aonth. 3 .en and a vossn. o,e ..n by a Dr. Taylor at
"~,..tt••ettt._.n. without the (.£.It provocatton. another by a vht.k.y
or. t~. ~1ratlltppl '~ , drun~~n b-avl.another by a trap lun let In a
~~~.. , ard the vcwln afta' ~'na ~orr'bly u.ed. aft.r tytn~ a~d ·",atl~~

the hUlt..nd. by a "Ullhar of 101t.r. naIr Fort Crawford - t _ntlon thll.
Colon.t tn .~I frankn•••• knowtna that you vt:. not .u?,c.e for • ~nt,
tht: I !nt.n~ :0 c>ovay .ny r.t ••ctlon u~, your•• lf or officer•• L a~

(:)0 oli ~ '~:'la~ ~o: to know the tEpo'llbtllty of eontroilln, .oldlerl.
at a': ;t.~s. "n.r cut ot .Iaht. t hoP<' and tru.t thera lI&y be 100M "".
taka ~~ thl' affair. It II plain that an tn.tant Itop SUIt be put to .uch
condurt on the ~rt of the whltaa. or It will be uttarly 1.~lllbl. to
\;'a.p the ,n"lan. qulat on thl' front hr. t have applied to Dept Hd Quar
t.rl to hava thl' larr~.on raanforc.d by another Infantry Coa~,~y.Hy eon
..nd.•nttre, t ••uff\~t.nt for the polt. but I am fraquently obllg.d to
be ab.ant vlth tha dragoonl, and I do not th1nk one Infy Con~y. with the
pf<lIent organ\"aUon. I. a .uffeclent garr~l"n for any post In the Indian
Country, The avarage number for duty last MOnth tn K eo-pv ~s. ~.

Re.pactfully & truly your.
Col WI hon; E V Sumner Capt."
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Th" foilowonC 1_ \el~"" • dcam.atic >iew of a milury nptd.lLoon Into tM
Ind ..... eounlry to oblam ~ ..... oflb"rnu~ofa whlU: man (alilo_
Mary Oark's lo:tU'f.~ 13, 1844. f'lC, 232.)

7

K.S. Tum...
Cpt I Draa. A..A.A. GenL

He.d Qn.. 3rd MJ.. 0qIl.
Sl. 1.olI. Wo.~ I, IBM

SIr- v•• ..--ualt,"""" '" e-d 0.-........ 1...........1 of 1M 2IlII IlIl.
."d ' •• m"" 01._ to J'OOO or_ elate frum Mr, Bn>cc lA- J. 1.._
",-11.01._ rr- Mt, RlIP 1ll.n" lUJ>_ R., ..........,.!ofu..ZlItIIIlIU>.
..... _ ..t~ • .._1U.cd I.e> .... CoIoowl_..... o.pan l.
.,.., INlnKto _ I.e> _ ._ ,.... _ .... rro. _t .-...and • F'ott

SrtdlInI. .. _ 1"r..aUy." _ uked willa C&pI. k ......~ [£dw\II V_I
Co"pan)'of Dtatoont.__de:mo.u.flll:\tnl to attain wollloct In .w.: an<l
matdo Into tM l:IooII.<>oI COIII'try • \hen <1.......<1 t.h~ ...rrmcIH I.e> _ 01. u.o
m'" 00" _ ~ bo Iflunlerinllhe while man, I>Of1.lI of u.o Sl. I'o:u<li
("""'1 aIlllded I.e> .. ,...., comlflu..IcMlDn.1hal of Nt, Bruc:e" Mt. RigIt; ..hlch
..ut'lkr« Of ""'~__ tum __ I.e> .... ..-..... ~M1 ...ltlot1lJ'. loa......
Ju~ of 1M ~.... s--Id t.hq not be cu,....,dered._ wlIl taM__
from U.. QlIdl Of PnndpIc ...... of II\at band. whom _ will """'<I""" to ron
Snd'''•• <I....... 'hen. un.~ .h~ mur<lORn aft~ up, Of un<~)'OU fft'O....

funht'r UUltlJ«1OIII on 1M.u~
I ~Ioo<t aaopyof.1ftUr 1 haw \hla cIaJr~ I.e> CoL 0 ......1'0 to

..nd rou M"",kIn..., _.ofon~I.e>M*r Dearborn [Greenleaf),. to .
Cape.. Sum" ""mp""¥oIo....,.....,to -rra__~Siou"·,..hkh""mpany.
h«eby pload under rour <l1r«UDno, • which _ will onler ....,k I.e> ron
Atk.....,,, (Iowa TtrrItor7lu lOOn .. you un <I.pe.... wkll Ito~

Coni .I>ould be ..... from you. pool to "Tl-....rx~ SIou,,' _ •• delar,
fo. \he O'&IOOn horaeo. Lo keep them In ""ndltlon to petrorm .be ..I'VI(*

tequlred orthe",

ue~LCol. It, Wi\oo" Ittenry[
10. I"n. Commd. POrt Snelllni

_~,..._-,..",,,,~...... ron S",,1I1n Iowa Tcrritol')')
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nw OI'I'Ica"oIt1le d~. I.L Seldom. _ -...kd .. """n.Dl~"""'~ IM~
........... I<>IOI-.p<elM...un and _Iotward <he~ .. _ ..
u..r .... ~PIeUd. Il'c ..-n>'ftI .. TrawnO _ Sioux on tile 21. - tile
<inpN had oun:lMd for , ..........-~ .. f_~ l><Iore arrlnI. "..,.
had bH'fI~ ......~..parlio ill~ofl.ho ,olcr-and
1M ..."'_oltlle_.u onla-o ... pl'OCftddJr'KltoYon~o..tM
_"'. oIt1le Z3nl •• ......-i '" _ .. Fort SMlllnc. la 1M~ of
tile c1~tJ'...ed Me I A«Ived 1ft...,11 &ld and~ tn- Nt It. It~
of <he "",",,",II F'\i. CG. and hill ..." .~. Mr. ar-a ....n~
_ and'''~aM 1'Ul~!he"-....pon.an,....w:e.. Nt ..and
O. \l>'l1IlaJMOn rn-- s.] M_iotIaria al Tr'aYene _ Siolla and~;'
p&rW alfonltd ... "'ucb \tlfOI'l'ftatio ....d ..., ..........., of ...- lhankL
The lui. ob d-.ya of ....r II\&tCh ..... ~1'1IHditI cold ...,ath and In "Iry
lntenecud '" ant.. which ~lIer it .-ary fOO" tile troopo II\&I'Ch
f«q_t1l' tI 1lII "'~d and ....... 1Il1cd ..Ilh Ice. But \.11010 ...d -.y .........
l'eQu......, dul;jf perlonned cl>ftrfulb' ...d ..,&<llly by bot!I D._ and
In'... ,,,. who _rlr. lh.Il.N"...... ev\d<""" olapprobaUon.

In (IllncNJlon I "Me 10 uP"-1OQ' .c1<Jlowlr<!#nl"'" for lht allIo oaioun<e
.trorot<:! all ..,d -.y~..Ion ULrougholit Uw' upedil.k>n br,,- tWO
ve<y u«lIe om..e.. c.pr.. SUm,," and BacM [capt. E1ccu•• ].

[am, air.
,....,. rpPtl

)'OUr ob Sol'Vllnt

N.lI. The I'IOl.C!IIlu OIl the march'" UeuL Sckkn by my dl."",iotI. toldhe<
with .. ok","." of the nU)', """uld 1I••'.1><>m 'ranarnlt'Lrd with thio but [or the
",ani 01 time lO h.,1I. embodied ",hen Iidl this P-. TM marnell! itlo .«e_
II ,"an be 10 6ed.

llud Qu Ofl..,hm~nt I.. lnf.
fort Sn~llInll.T.

It 1I"llIon
lJeut; Cot lot InfllJ\tf)' Cornd.

ILl. CoL lltnry Wl1Jon, 1813-1861 Army. Died Feh 21, 1872·1

•
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Ilrad Qu ... o...ac:"..-t lot In!
P.... SndloIl. I T

24tl> 0.,.-, 184<

In_~-.II_,~ofo.",W.of~I.ot,,(' __
OIl tM IlltI» I ......ed f....... th. Po.!. ..n <M 18lJllllt. klrtlle -....Co..nUy, lor
'M~ ofdftIo.atI4on& ....lTtn<kl" of 0.", pn-. ....pbra<ed III tile ",.....,
",..f'd,n of Nr ....- [Wao-J, ...ar LM: 1~1 Travere. T1>e lletac_t
(.ndudiIIC tile s.. ....,~ ""..-.:<I ." -.. <>lII<rn, etel" _."""",,--..d ..~_ ....1)' prWMeo. We __"" tile -.....,,,,0.,,,
Ech.....tJIlllt. ......r NKluft.oc-.and.,c__<>n tIIe_U1a,.

(2Uh Sept., .....- at TT..-nx da SooooL CJopt.~ -.II ""' UGOp ."
Dr........ AlTtYeII .t 0.", _ -"on tile P',...".,.cby, II>'e<arr>K "' _
bo\.lI.__ ...., __ .....to,.-.,.~a_--.s, Ilveor d.Q'I
aft,"" _.-.-... ppl)' I' ...wiIh .......-<Wr1C1lO1I.,..-I_
n.....alc I_~ caru~aclldB_to,.-a-ak..,..t<>"-'......
pro' ,_. laII -.II .... __ OIlUit. ...,~ .....-do b LM:
1'Ta~ • __ III _. _ ""__ ....ty T10e -'1Ilrl' _

_ ntft<illolb' aott .. _., pta<es tIr r«or." ...., tile ....1)' '"

ntn: ' 1M c ...., ....a f..- tile ....-..-_""'1'& cr-ed d..,.., "'"'
lInl , d.Q'I "' r -.,_.,. _ and.,.,.,...dorrrl.....,~
lo,.- tile llllanll)l 0.. 0.", 27th _ p-.I Le~[~~I

<ndotIr;~ and I.oc.....~~ on o.",:bod On. and OIl ,he 6l.II_ am'V'rd at tw
AMmnn ""r e-_y ........ -" __ 0.", brad of Be _ Ukc- 0. <lie
2:llth"'~I__ """.Nr BrownIJ-qMl l_~_arl.oc

Tra""WIllI<lleJ..-_'t<>.... ldcoIpat.cIIrdlt.illlowiUl.af~-.
t<> _ u.e IIld_ lIad __~ falllkollal<> Il~..... _1I_n
_....,. 111 .........- 10 .... ...- """"-"r~ u.r d~lJ'-"",
It..... a __.saa<My....,..... I -..:d _ .he 8th ." (In. t<> v-.......
U'alhrl, Po.!. "n LU.e Tra~e to ...... <lie ..........rBrown ..1>0~ Il kIr
tile ",.rderer and II. ~PIir:aT1>e Ial_ III u.e...-. the IC&l<'\l)' '"
..._ rot u.., ""'- and eaulr"'" u..,,,,,,,,_ ofu..we-ath<-t. all~_
tJIat dapatch ,_..... 1 .he<dClIe _ WIllI tile d.__tlw II th

t<> !In>wn'. 30 -,.-. Ira.",. tile Inf Uy. wloownor-.-Il,",cnppIe<l
to,.- th,,,r lUKe-...., Iabon, t<> .... and prepare lioranysubMquen.e~.
On I'Ily .......oJ •• o.r-n'. -"M """jDat n:tDrMd_h <lie prlIICIpiech......hoi
-.nbkd III C<Ju...... n..y ........lIl7a..rrmckre<l Iourroun,_ namr<l by ....
"'100...,,.., --'1.<> the mDrtl ofWakoA, _oJ _no ......"' .._
.... nrown, tw.nte<l for and fo..nd Jam... IlIver 0.", Io<I&r of the ",an ......
riled the II:M p .. bDt he had lied. 1M CJuefl; "'l'ft<l to d"'....... I""'. and anotMr
&«<Impbcop &II _ • th~ """'" fiIId lllem. Ita""" p"" the Indl&All_e
friendly ll<10'\c<1! In c...nc~..h",h I brI>ne ..", h..... ll&d""...t I tlw _ ..r.y
..r .h...1Il... ln their pc...........d propcr<y••hal m·..,. ""~ an _ "".....",
.heir """nil')", Wc rft~rned t<> camp at r ocre ..n 'M lzu" d "" <Ioc 1.3110 I
oc<U<l, lII ..... r camp.......h~r Ind....., ..ho a ""'mbel" ..fllw ar par<y
.hal comnllUed the o..tr..- Dpon theD""" but beIonl:ed lo ..n~or.he lower
band> and ...... I ~nde..'ood, ...,~IarI)" rKelvlnl h.. annDil)" from \br """,rn
n",nL

On th~ 141h ..e c..mmen<:e<l ..... r retDrn marclt, wI.h \hr rr..., p<l.on.......00
"~re p1au<l Dnckr 'hr clt........r .he nl1"lCer ..r the <lay andguar<! '."th aDlh<>ril..,
t<> call r..r &II .Irun•••uard .. lie <kotml'd n~. and orden "' • ...."" thr
p<lOOnen kf.hry ..,empted .... _apc. At .OODt 2 n'd..ck ..n .hr morn,nl0r.he
10th oe'nlI"'. al I""ar ll ..cr, Ihe n"" pmonr.. n'a<!rthcir ClICape frum ,"" 1"",<1,



7'he Minnesota Territo'll
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-
Tbl' follow'illC o~rpC:I an !rom alelln- 0>TItUn by a Mary S. Qarlt from Fon
Sndhn( 0(1 "'Octobu 13th 184.', Ocldl,y enough Mary r1'pOltll the f1'Wm 01 the
upe(\ltion Irlto the SiIIIeton counuy IInder Col v,'lbo<t (.R1' Jl"""IOUS letters)

Iotr W_ I.e. F'N<Iotrldltl ..... bftn.-.""" a_Lbu""& -n
~ lOp tIM llL Pwwn .......- wIUt. Col ,, Dr, 1'I>r__ UN..

e--*-~_s.- 6Cl>jK. _ ... _...,anOClpocUn(u..-.dDono
d.altlr Fort SMIIanc • a ~III .-__ pI<_ J t.blItt: u.... Yort
en..tor<I. The JNOplo MR .... acr-at* ..... ..,.,...._ IMaryconUII_wIUt.
lhe':O'In.-..djgiftlol_perwNand~malUnLnon. _ I .....c_
all a..__ IIIP. br"""""" Dnt......... lhehowIofl..-bIIt pt'O'IfftI to
be tlM try of nrc - JOII CUI rM<liq Ioo.IrcIne tIM cont...ion wllictl I"O"adecI
tIu'oui/l til. _ n... pliny w........ lhror>pd wxJl Iodlos In thdr
IlIiIh«&P1 - .ad, .-eav inqIl-. wMre 1I1t~ ..hft'c • It~ One Iad,.- ..... ....Jurl. d<,oown u.. pllcry holdin. a candle ill her hand -..d llpon bcutI
qllcetlollcd .. to ..hither oI>e ~ -n ....1IdI _ ..
~,.,am ....... _.to aomcdl>ths rw "'71_ehlldnnlCot-..dBob·
She __....... WIlier~ b)I tile Intdll;pnCe tIIat tile nrc ..... WI

til. eo", iMary aton and ......1eI ...... be uUn...1obcd which pro¥CCi to be tile
fact ... I am upectln. ro'Cr}' moment 10 hear tile <1Y of Slc....boat ..11m tile
pllcry will be ....... tllr'on#d and made tlleKcMof ......'bcuaml COf\j«tIl""
u to .. l\0 .... tile~Uld ..hat _ tile mall COIltalno._ n...SUamboat
Ou.. h.. at lcnph arrh'cd Uld lln>ui/ll an addil.\orl to ollr JOClCtytllll ..lntcr _
lIa>'ln, 011 It IW1IIIII..... of Lt. Carpftlu. _ tIIq are neill>cr of tbo:m )'<lUll' and
_ ,h. IIIlItac Iooldnl mofUllln cnatlon. Our prritoll will "limber tI\iI ..In",.
IG ladl-. We .... In"o'ltt<llll" ......In. to attend a card party at uell. Wt>OIk'The
Steamer LtnK ..hlch .. upcc:l.c<I hOllrb- will brlnt; c.~ Plummer .. 'th ""
bride TIIa troop. J..... _limed ..... are all ..cD 'I"b<7 took G lJ'd.I&E111 ..
prl 110 lIck to Lb. "'ort.l.llr&tlolloft.bc ro d coapcd. Lt. Seldoll
......men of tile '1IlIl'd at the time ..r tIIcl< e pe d Ie to be u ........ned
""'ttlre .. rollrt m&rtJ.al thlo .....mlA. to II'"' 1>11 dcfu,",.

IwtJnlU'ked ·~·ort SneUlnl (kL 25' 1844. Iowa Territory. and add~ to
Temple aark. Green Uk". Wiseonaln Tumory.
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('CnnL\" DEn BY _\r \.T. ,\~~r. '\'ILLI.\.\I~.

• \I~I.O ro. Tilt.: Ol'1 I:'~I: or Til': r.o'TI':.~ \'1 D Till: nco;c:[,: or Till: L'T1'"Lt:.
0"1 III: \R " ...,' Till' .. \~~ U HI; 0" Tilt: 1'111 'HIT" "IToo 0,' ..... U1

TilT. "'DI "I 1'101 \, " II TIIl:,R T"tl.ClT"II'IlO \TT,TI Oil;: lllD.

Til' ..1;rn.I.. 0' Till.: '" UY .'''1'' O,'Yal.: DD '101'1
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THE SPIRIT LAKE MASSACRE

Clrtittcatl of .ervlce,tn COftpBny B,Battalton ot Volunteer.,by John
L.N.MCFarlanl,followlng the ~a"acre of the .ettlerl It Lake Okoboj
and Spirlt Lake,tn northw••tern Iowa.
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0" M.rcll 11th .nd 9th of 11157 • renegade Sioux IndLan by Ille n.me of
Inkp.dul. and II.. .mall band brutally Ilaughtfrt'd tile senle"", at l.ake Okoboji
and SJllrit l.ake In Iowa In what hu become known to lI;"tol'}' u Ihe Splrn Lakt'
MMlaCre. Arter killint aU bUI three wllite ....omen. who ....erel.kt'n lnIOcaptl'1ly,
Ihe Indlana headed norUllo lite loltle ""ulemenl orSpringneld (now J..,kIon Iin
Ihe MI""etOta TerTltol')'. On Ule morning of March 26th they amocked the
It'IU\'f':I, .. ho had Item wamt'd ofUle,r approach, re5ulung In more blood.'ihed.
death and Ule capllvily of one more WOman. Ot Ihe r.... r .."Omen laken Into

captIVIty, two "'t'Nl t'Yt'ntuaUy murdered and Ule ot1'ler two were llnally
ra....mert by John Other Day and tWO other ,,,diana. Inkpadula and hll band
"'t're "ewt" appmended d \h" failure to capture and punilh Inkpadula
...... Id ha~ befl> a fuMl ntal caute to<" Ule veat Sioux outbnalt ....d
muucre 011862-Thf! followln, letter wntten from Tra~..del Siou:lJ_ Ulrt't'
weelcll after the anack 011 Sp.....cf\eld dramatically delcnlln the conf n ....d
terror creatt'd by Inkpadula and hit band. The weatenI frontioer of lowa d the
N,n_a TernlOr}' "'t'Nl uMler alarm and up in arms,

THE SPIRIT LAKE M•.<\SSACRE

/l- '-, '? 4.,,'

!;/,drh'",

•

l d£t ~"'EP~"~ P' a~I r

•
:>!J~

f /1•.1

• ,
•

Certtllcata of aervlce,tn Conpany C,Battalton of Volunteerl,by John
Bradlhav,followlng tha tha Sptrtt Lake Kasa.cre,lt Is stgned for
Captain J.C.Johnson,by Jo~n Maxwell vith the notation that Johnson vas
10lt In the Expedition. Johnson and Wft.E.Burkholder had beco~e loat In
tho deep snows and both froze to death.
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SPIRIT LAn,IOWA.. POIt Offtu ..u nt.blt.had .. LAn: CITY,..Ith lobart U,lIhealoek
a. po.tma.tar,on Dee,2,18~7. TIla n&~a .... changed to SPIRIT LAKE on Oet,27.18~8.

Lattar by POltmaltar ~aaloek tagatdtng tha fallura of tha ..II. due to almoat
Imp'llbla roada. Tha eovar baar. hi. FREE frank and poltaark undar data of A.pr 26
18~9. It .... Robart ~,.alock .nd two othar men discovered, on Harch 16th,th. blood·
.hed and terror that .... Sptrit Lake, V'aaloek ..u a membar of C~pany A.
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.July 7, J8j

17 efle. 'Dutb ~( F~t lldr.!y
250 ~lIu up tla. HIr'''UGh II .....
t .... $"."1 Oft tt. u.tr_ "'rdn. 0CIVIl {zar Ion."

Good deccrtptlvI letter of f!w r u'Jtry. U_•. n
.....ft....rue. t .... t '- t. 1112 ell.. t .... 'be "I..",
'IOta Ill ..... &nd lba tOVll ~t bd Sto"", "'-"' lboI" II
• PO.t orff~. Of hl.torle,1 lnt'r•• t '- co...nt. on
'bill Spirit tab 11.....,1', If L.... Okoboji " "HUt

L4ke In N.II. 1_. On ~"'t 8/Ul, 1$57. ''Ii, are 24 .uu
It,. land fr... St.Per ... and 17 efl•• fr.. tile fon.Tho ...,
I, • COod de,l Of '~cft~nt at thi, tt.. In ",Iatlon
to the lncll

an
• at the lort.Tb.,. are "_bled _ t

tbe _be>; of ""'Yer41 hundred to '_I". lb.lt annu.
(t., fr.. eo""'"-nt. flut W8r• .."t".d tI»lr _y
Ontll tl» "'nlereu If lloa Whit.. lu••501'1 .... fOYD.l
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1M lHE WAn; OF SPlItT LAn;J_. Hlnd. vrlt•• to htl folu (roe ·7ravu~. des Slou" H.T. Aprtl 13th 1857: ..• F.a~I'1 On
S~nday -ornln« (~.t.rd.y) ......nler c... In froe Hankato (IS _tl,. above) with word
that tB. Sloua Indian. had ktllad and burned evary thing before th.. up .. f.r e' tha
wato......n liver 10 .. 11.. _at of Karlkato _ 20 _11,. froe her" and that", I_dlete .tteck
.... e"pact,d upon th' town of :1ankato. Th' .11"........ .-:Iwn by UnlinJt ball. firina Juna
6c which cal ted OUt '0Ie 5OO ..n "II .~d and Equipped. A Coa.and r w.. ,I.ct,d an at
E1,ven O'CI<><:k the COlIIpany .taned for Karlkato ..1th p~ovt.ton. tioc: fo~ , 20 day .t"Je. C.pt
Hct.e<>IJd'and _y.elf lfOft on horae In advanc.. of the _in body . reac',~d K(ankato) at duk.A
.ktr.l.h .. lth the SiOUx 8and nunberlna 700 wa~~ior. was ~"d In the IOrntns on the Hank.to
B.and 10 ..Ilea _at of Mankato. SOle On both .tde. kille.d. Th" Coepany behR tortified
we left at .Idnlght for T~av'r'a efter • I.rger Comp.ny. Rod. for 20 .11,a through a ator•
• Ieet drlftlns futl In our f'ce•• Reeched home at 2 this eDrntng. The ~en .nd chlldr.n
have all left their hoee. and forttfled In stone building. here In town.A••oon a.... return
ed the Allar.. bell. wer. again rung and a coepany of horse 100 .trong ..ill be r.ady to
.tart at Ehven 'Clock. I u .nll.tad aa a private durtng the ..ar. Guard••urround lh.
town day and night and CJn.ternetlon and dr.ad find a place In ev.ry heart. But they ....t
be .ubdued. 1000 troop. froe Fort Ridgely and Snelling have been ••nt .nd a requlaltion for
500 .tand. of Ano.. The COIIIpany are Juat ready to atart. The Land office Building ts COn.
vereed Into. g"'1rd hou.e. I hava hed but Ilttte rllt for 2 weeks and f"el aoee",hat tired.
3ut duty cell. all who can go - and go I .hall ht the result be a' lt .ay......I...e. Hind•. "
Cov.r bear. a copy of th. 18S1 I••ue po.t~arked at TRAVERSE des SIOUX H.T.APR 16.1857.

*GeorgB A.MCLeod.



HIS LII'"II!: AND TIMII!:S

TUE SIOUl WAR

I ,

tI£L\II'TEUO;r. til' 1IJl".-lNEST :WA
FOLLOWIIIl THE StOOl( 0UTBl!U.J: AT

i'CEV tn.H,K1 MMESO'fA

Do- EcNtn a ...";e ..~tte. to tbe GoYernor,under date of "~tervill.. bitt C.....nty I"". k'';:,
28 1862" n,po-t~"& tndl.n depred.tton., J".t aleven d.y••ft.r ",........ Ul .. ",,, ..era:
'~ar StT t ha~e the IMlnrull duty to perto... to !IOtHy that"," ha"l Ju.c ~etJr ..d
r.."... a reco"H.~"tna ot a De.pert HI....cre of our frontt ... r .ettlar. - II" fo"nd t·,(ng.
I' truly a deriGr.ble condltlon _ at the ftr.t bou.e ..e found o~e ~~ kliled .nd one
boy ..~n~o - at the ~.cond c..? k(llad and It the thtrd bou.... ona wnaan .nd thr.e
c~lldr.n - at t~~ fourth 0... ~n - I~ of ch. dead ..are .hot through the h••d _ ao..
throu&~ t~e heu: .nd lun•• and .ooae "'tore a'lot "tth buek .hoc • on. Uttl. boy h.d
10.1 br.lna d... f'lj DUt .....lr.~ t.1I .nd of • lea .. ha..a undeT .y eara nov t ..o boy.
th.. t ....r. woun~d or.e chot 1n tha Tigrt .... - the =ther a Itanetng .hot on the head
ano .tabed In che ..I.ht .tda and 1 tltnk It .. II, te mortal • two wounded c~ildr.n ..ara
uken to Splclt ·ak•• O"a h•• ""e" ,1l,,·J a,cl t·'1 other ..til u.,doutedly die _ The Itke
of ba"be~ou, brut.l~ty t na"~r ~lttn.a'ld 3efora _ ~OUI" ..are .trlped of all there
eo~te"ti .nd \.ou.· .. y D'ltroyed Ind ..ny of the faoo'.'la' there hUlband. and Sonl ..are
an.:! at •• 1 " .• '.,; t~... iJnlt':l $t.t... e'T\"tl • lie a'e trylu tn a dutttute condltton - lie
arl ,",ut c1 ..Tao.....'~ O.Jt of uo'ltlon • If you ..til .end UI a ..... 60 ","onltlon please
nottfy ~r t~t·t.n. of the • ..,. • Our Provo.: mar.h(al.> ~e I. Grave. or you can
wrlte to .. Or the pult.a.ter - ! ..al t ..ptln of the fOTce .ent to reletva the aettlerl
- 'f tant .et powder le.~ and Cap' an~ ...... "e ~Iaht abandon our •• ttle mente .nd
hn~ xpo~u<:i to ..ertll... "".a'l ..1I at th" .catt"rtng tnhbet."t. her. On the front_
ier ~~ich ~111 be &n ~~tcl1 :&3&ae tc tr. St~tA. Dr.Edwin S"ucA/Actlr.& captln for the
pruent, "
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AND TIMeS

rilE SIOUX WAR

1862 II' 18U

IllDtAH TEIl ..OI ON THE HmTHIIES1'D.Il
IOWA FlONI'ID. 1862.

'~.r St~ t wrote 10U • ~1~ l{~••aCtlna forth the particular, of t~ ~.acr.~ t'at took
pilei o~ t~ rlver(W.ft.o.. Motne. ftvlr)aboYe UI and would further Itate cha' 'enCe t~.r.

ha. ben one dead ~, foand and antered _ In ,II 10 dead and tva wounded and 7 .11.ln~ -
the Marth Settlera hare ara abandonln. there houl" as f •• t as they can •• le~r.1 tndt.n
~ar t, upon ul .~ ve -uaCtl prepare for It -.edtately - Va ~y. ocs,nlred l~to ~t!tt.

all the ..n tn the county and all are coepellad to act on the d,fenclvI at pr••~nt - our
clttlenl ara defandln, our pileI the beat they can and qutte a ~aer of ..n are laplayed
but1d1na' fort to defend OUr Viii.,•• W. hope to have I: co.placad In a flev ~.k•• eh,
cltleen. up chI river have abandoned all and rulhed down ~.r. tn perfect .v.~. - It t. I
e.-plet pan.e upon III bu.t ...... _ the gtntle Den v".re t .ake lOy he.d querterl 10d:4l...nd
f ..d, It I••,t fourteen to twenty tvery day of vt.an and ehtldren • provl.ton of .11 kind
are ge~ttng e"ort and no ..tIll tny vhare .....re tilt. place - tha hou.. of Hr.l.obert P.ltdlty
II ~de the ho.pttle for tha vounded and t,ty ara about eat out of bou•• Ind .~••nd t
think they ,"oold be hatped 1010I to provletan. and elot~tng ••pele)tl clothing for the
vtnter _ 1 .. about out of Hedlelna••nd have no In.tr~nt. - tf IOU viiI pll4&1 .Ind ~
a e•••...••urgte.1 tn.tr...ntl and ••mall ,.ort..nt of he.pl:le Medltln•• t vtll be very
thankful I • 1 dont think it would be good polley to Dr.ft (..n) frOM thl. NOrth t.tr of
count I••• ~ .r. lparCe;y Ilttlad hara but lOGat of the I.ttl.r••r. br.v. und.unted .,d
D.e.rmt ....d tn thara pertute .nd wtll d.f.nd there hOGe. If th.y Can but hava Inot) eha
ara. and ~nlelon Ind doa credit to Our nobla little State - ehere ha. Ie lea.t forty
famtlt •• ben drlv.n fr~ thera hc..a Ind .re the .o.t of ehel.) crowded into llttl. log
hut. that had ben abandoned by the etttt.ne here ,fter building thfta.elvpe batter h~.e••

Edwin Brue. H.D.
N.B. tf you v.nt lOy earv.... In thl. part of tha State cervt. It It at your ;Utp,.,..1 • T
"" In ofteer In the He.lcan War .nd e.n fIght tndtant If It 11 r.'1"lrrd rOt ... to do...n
••y nge 48 II.t Deceftber • birth place Scotland - ral!ed tn fen.ylvlnla - re~ved ve.t tn
(18)55 ••ettled In Hagee Co • l.nala Inov Cherokee Co.) • wa. ehae.d off oy re~l. and n~

the Indtan. ere trying It Dr Edwin Bruu."



MINNESOTA

SAIIT PAtn.. Soldieu letter .ndonM bJ Will'•• Crook. wllile in the
fleld, c_ndi... the 6th Ill .....'..ot. Volunul!u. dunn. the tndhn
... r. follo"i... the Sioux upri.ins_ Crooks ".S tbe .on of .....J
Crook•• for-er pre.idaot of the ~rlc&D FUr eo.panJ.

--~====~~

SIOUX ACDlCY.Thh ".s tha !.o..ar Sioux A,ancJ located on the Minnasou
Rlvn N.II.of Fort IUdlely.The Poat OCflee .... eet.bUstled "hlle ln
Ntcol1e~ County .nd then to f1.nvHla County rebru.ry 20,1155.It .. u
dlscontlnu.d J."UHy II,UI'.Th. AI.ncy play.d •••Jor roh durt"l the
Indl.n troubles in thl! lste 1850••nd thl! Sioux M....cr. oC 1862. Th.
cov.' shown is post••tk.d SIOUX ACENCY MINN HAR 24/62.
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h~f<1 I~ I.., ...... ". I,.,... ~l.,". ~

,1......, .....o.J cc~l .. ~"d ,'.. ~""",\<od

"" ,,'" Lrld. bu...I , .. ,' "~'r I .....~
",I" ,he .,. ,1 .." 1l'_'."'1 I
...... a-I ""'" _~ l ,. I....
""..l "'" , " ...t."J ..l .
.. oJ Amb · ri n.

, " • , , ~ _ll lOA" ..I I".
dn. """"" of II>< .-I,.... •.....,....''''" It_,........l, • .-lllc ul
""'Ir ,,.

Ihl ll.""""lor. 31 .. he: .. , h_
e..t>u T=-, ~lJl< < lofl
)I",r ",. Wr loa.. booroo ..
..,......l to Ih< 2,l.d A".. Coo.... 101
ni...... 3 11,;..... t'...w. e.
........ ut (;.no ~ fi<U" II~ .....,.
.....'" ....... I" \,orth r ...
"'~. D.C. t\ory ......
a;h_ T_ aad "'" rut_.d ..·.·'-11 _~ do, I'"
T",,_ R..u lIMo 010 ,....
.. 1M OJ,.., 10 ,- i1... r._ .10..
......,t ..,. .","'~ ..-.I lIMo
.......nd ....... -.aIln to-<> r...- .-..u..,... Iorft ....,. ...
W.loi~ •• -...healed boa .

n... lJp,do arn ] \\~
thr bot <by ../ " 1-1......
•,. ~...I I~ tIt.ot ,..... .._
d........~•• "' ...... OJ..- 0
........... 17 J~ ",-,,"'... 10
hi> iitlloo --.., II .. ....
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\ ....10 t:..noIo.... _ ~.._" •
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"""" of .br "",><1 .t nd 1\,,,,,,,...
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rc,. d., •. _ir .'''" ~.•", t<......,
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],,,,_ .,,,1 ,a,i"l ...... "" .~IC',Ji,,~
I,,, F.. r' ,.,,"·Ili,,~ ,,, "~. ,,'....,1, ,.1
" \ dl..~ ,", in M"",." •• t" "1'<".
....... \\' i,,~t'o'.•·".t h,l.... , .,,,1
\ ..,,1. C.."Ii"•. F."", \ ... ,hr,,, I,,·
d,_ to' "",,,,he,,, ",he!" ""' b~I"n... _".Ie... r .." .. , ...,." .,,..
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RIll SItiUlC. Lelter written by James E. c.:ly tl» day .ft......
ard....-l It 1'Cftl'SM:U.IN:; f1.Ul u.q City· Septeaf>et" 7.1862, on tl»
~t t m em. IbIUy IbcIJt hill cl<>the5 -..I vari<lUll~ now
w11.!l h~. eo..-r eI'cocl belcnp to a~ letter not !1Ud in the
CO< • UpCIi ida iO&.





I __11 .t th. p .......t ti_ .11 thcu.p, .,.. bow.l.

~10.d _, oonldd.r.bl. la.-t Sunda,. and nt.,.,t•• 11ttl. on .ooda,. 00 th.

ror Kr Ga,.lord. I ha.....11 ....d,. _rk.d out US.OO h ..... Ha.....6.70 yet...
... _. I ha.... ~id .11 01 tho.. tax•• but 13.64 Will ha_ tho.. ~id

ot. ot.
in .r_ d.,.•• Gibb. 0•• _ .:10 borrowed. .00.,. ,..t ba. ~id _.$19.90 •

It raln. h.... to da,.. I wl11 _d .,.. lik..... to Hobart. io thi. l.tt.r.

I h.y. a 0&.. lor it which I will brloc h_ wtr... I _. La.t ol""t I

hurd and pla,.ed. .,....11 on an .coordl.n till n..rl,. .1.-.0 oclook. lind

it • ""1")' ...,. inatr_t to l ..rn to pl.,. 00 cot eo that I oou.ld pla,.

00. part or on. twa.. oou.ld l ..rn .,.. aeJ.I to pla,. 00 on. or th_ tb.

p.reon that pl.,,*, rore _ • l ..rn.d hi. eell cao pl.,. eo_ 11tt,. tlgl,••

and h.' not had th. thiq but Six Imntb•• It i •• bout th. han.eoai.t

00. that I ._1' eaw. I ba.......ceiYad .,.. in .tru.otlon book It oo.t _...
U.25. ",...t;rooq ......d to 1 tho_ r ••t hi. houaa but 00_ to

CO th.r. I rind that th.,. not th and cu.aa. th.t h. haa not ..ild

ia eo•• trldJl•• h..d ..rhap••bout that drart or eo_ tbi.nc .1... I ••

• r ...id eo to, _ • r ....id that 1ID01. w111 not ci- up th 1'.... on

what h. baa ...oeJ.....d. ha.... FUu cot thinca atrait out th :ret. the,. ....

in • ...-t hUNuch h_r .bollt th. drauchUnc bui_•••• bllt the n_. ba.

ce_ that an,. town h•• the riabt to lumillh b.r quota or the 600.000.

Volint.e&r. 11 th.,. can and Lak. Cit,. ha t hope. or dolq eo. th.,.

bay. -r.r _U..oc. about .......,. Il1cbt bay 1aed eo_ wha... iD the
ts cta

ndchbor boud 01 2,500.00, and thiD.lr: that th.y w11l b. able to ....1.
$ ct.

3,000.00. M1' " ....ril ba. Volentaared. .....r,. body 1••t _ to Volan,(t_r.

had Dot I beatar do _ IIOthal'. It I do Dot aal1at whil. I ha..... chano.

I _,. ba drauchtad .nd then not C.t -.ob __ than halt ot .. pay. I had

.,.. a10d _d. up to 00-. he- hat; ..nda,. but th.y ..id that an,. body
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SHOCK WAVES OF THE SIOUI
UPRISING.

fALLS OF THE ST. CROIX August 30,1862. Although the Indian uJJl"is
In',l vas far to the northwest of St. Croix Falls,thls letter describes
the fear and terror ot what lIIight happen if the Chippewa joined the
Sioux. The following \lUatel <tre troll the letter dated at-Falls ot 5t
;rolx Wis. Aug 28th 1862 We are lIuch afra Id of the rnd lans. You
no doubt ,have read In the p<lpers of the horrible things they h/lvll been
doIng not many lIiles from here. We are much afraid that the Chlppeva
viii Join the Sioux (lnd ve then be in danger. We rise every 1I0rning very
thankful that we have not been scalped and our house burned.Some of thc
people of thl~ place arc leaving and many hllilies are moving from tho
coun tr~' into th 19 viii age and the one oppos I te (Tay lor' " fa 11" ) I n order
for Dafety. The men holve formed themselves into a company to drill $0 .IS
to be prepared for the Indians should they come. We hope the Governor
viii station a Re\liment here before the Chippe...as return from their pay
ment (annuity] at J.,,:':e SuperIor. I try to be cool and contentcd but I
tremble every time 1 look at an Indian," This was vrHten five d"yll after
the last battle at Nc... Ullll - August 23,1862.
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.r, ~".••• 'UL ..,~~ .••, ,.., ..:l,r,.,. u co ...... M'~lI

CIVt.LIAN f'OllTS ON TIlE: KtIfNESOTA nlOlO"lD-.

RF.lrha...n. KI ..n Au~u.t 29th 162 •••••~. ~.nt to Cl••• Wat.,r .,,,pect.d th. Indl.n•
...... Id be Mr. before night _ Th. _n e_nc.d a Fo.t her••0 ". thoul;hed ". O«<lld
be •• •• f. n.r. a. the ••• Th.y a'. building a nlc. Fo.t .t CI.ar W.ter • ~. St 
Cloud peopl •••• fo.tlfylng Upper St. Cloud. W. a•• building • fo.tlfle.tio~ arou~d

our 101 .t.bl•• ~ •• I. the ~•••t ••t ."ctl....t In Kln~••ot. that ever " •• knnwn In
the ..... Id _ .vu'y t"",.. I. bultdtng a fortiflcetton." Lydt. then _. tn. f... ltea
tho>t .r. l.a"ln~ ~c"" of the l"dl.n ".0 ,..,., .e" " 1 1_••... 1
\IOUld 10 ....y but I dont ".nt to I y folk. h.re. I dont think t~ Sioux "Ill
be he.e but the y•• t ••dey. papar aay. the C~lpPft".y. hay. unl ••d "Ith .he Siou" but
don. _rrl••bo"H _. for I think ....hell be perfectl,! •• f. tn our Fo.t.tf "a ."ould
be .n.ck.,d. I ,w,nt think the CMppa..a .. Ill s:.t as far .1 thl •. ln... ,. dtd••'" )"t .. In
..Ith the SIOUlll. ~ra "e•• c~peny of on. hundred Cavel.r,. ..~nt t~rou'~ thl ••~
thl. -a.nlnl on their ..... to Fo••• t City. and anothe. Co-pan.. "III be ~e •• ~rrnw

They told .. not to be afr.ld va ahauld be protected. Ther. ".r. th••e ,,~nd.d -en
.t.y.d hare I•• t nl~ht _ t ...... III p.obably dl. _ One. n....... Foot· on•••o.n.d
.11 nllht .uff.r.d Intan.ly _ It .... ho.rtd how Foot. "if. k.pt fift.en Indian.....y
fr.... the ........ _ .h. ".'1 .1Is:htly _undcd _ .... "'•• her. yen••d,y "nd 'old II. "II
the pa.tledl••••bout it _ .... vould :.y aa though he. ~••t "ould b••k. - th•••
nalgbbora f.. lly "".. ""•• Iy .11 kill.d. They took t .... Ill.h n.l.one'•• one .... 1...
the other .ey.nta.n. The Indian••hamefully .bu ••d the olde,t • took .wa.y r.1 of hr.
clothe. off and u,r~ her all nl~ht • it -ak•• ~y blood boll - t "I.h I could have ,he
p.I"II.d~. of popptn~ o~ ov.r ••••••• Th.r. has'nt aany I.ft KlnRlton - thay ~av.

fo.ttflad the flourln~ ~III _ The.e Is'nt only th••e ~~~ in ror•• t Cit:. 1 wt.h
could be h••• I ah~,ld f.al .0 ~ch .af••••tlll 1 .. blS .nouRh to take Ca.e of ~y•
.. If •••• If t h.d" lI:"n lind could lI:.t. chance to ftr. at.n Indl"n II w"'ld} ••••
'>ought on. dolla,. "orth of st_ps .. you o.dored ••••• the u;oort Is lIill K.Jybe. IS
ktll.d and three others _ 1 S'W ht~ last annday • h••~Id h...as'nt afraid of .ha
Indtan•• aald he ~.. &Oln\: h...... to .... If their bOUle " .. bur.,.d .nd the poer fallOW
" •• kill.d the ne~t ~.nlnR••• lt ....ful - thera ~a. On. th&".a~d Cevel.ry Rone un the
Minne.ota ~IYar and tha .Ixth ~.gi~nt and four cOGpany. besld. - they ••nt ~otng to
I."..a until ayary Sioux ts dend - they have had o.d••• to foll~ until t~y kIll
every ona and thay "III .~rY. the Chlpps".y. the .ame If .hey brake out· Do you
think 1 had Notter stay he •• If the Indian ..ar lost. lon~. Our folk. tdl ..... tn ~" ·1
want to but 1 cannot /l" .nd l.aYIl th.~ If the ...hould be killed .nd ~on - t "auld
rath•• dl•• But I Rua •• any of u' vont be killed tn thi. town. 1 "llh v~u Could pop
In .nd ••• ou. Fo.t •••••.•• Th. m.n (aoldle •• ) that go th.ough t"ke every house the v
c~ to _ thay hava t.kan a ..ery hou.e In Ktng.ton. ! expect they will take e ..ery
houa. h.re y.t •••.• S:nC. 1 co~.ne.d thi. lett.r (wa. al girl the Indians took .nd
.buaed .0 hal. c...... hara coma ha •• to stey all night, poor gl.1 I pi tty her .he loo~s

aO .ed•.•• 1 "l.h you could R.t • furlough ~y dea••nd COft. h~., and .tay n Itttl~

IIhtl. ! lIant to see you .0 b.d •••••• Good night deereat frura .• Llda Butle.,"
Coya. po.....rk.d..ralr Haven Min Aug 27/62" .. recel ...d et "CAIRO III SE:P 4 1862".
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tHDtANS ATTACK TllE REDWOOD AGENCY 60 FOIlT RIDGELY.

On the ROt'nlng of Augult 16.1~62 the {ndlanl attacked the Redwood Aaaney
and on the 20th Fort Ridgely. ~.tt.t thown ~•• written by trader Nathen
~yrlck on the 20th of Aullu.t to Captain Chatl.1 E.Flandaru ••klng for
help. Nath.n'. brother Andr~ had been killed on the 18th at the Redwood
Indian ABeney. It ..., Andr~. who refuled cr,dtt to the Indians, and told
the.. to " .... t jill""" if they wer" hunlll"y. lib,," Hath,," found hi. body It
been mutilated ~d hia .curh ,tuffed with gr•••• Nathan wrltea fro. lh,
town of Lafayette on AuiU.t 2~th'

"1 h.e.ve JUlt returned fr_ near the Fort (lldgely), lIben wHhtn
6 _II •• Ie.. t~ I.r~. volu-I of .-ok. , heard firing of gune.
When wtthln 1/2 ,tl, of the Hill on thte ltd, law one .an d.ad
with hie thr~t cut , could ••, dl.tenet ftr. - one no doubt
the CO~t Stabl •• 6 the other landal. hou.a or .tore. I retur_
ned fra. thera 6 will 80 :0 St "tar to nllht. If you ~an

.para a for~a you had bat tar .and to their ralaif Or the Fort
_y {all IntO the hand. o{ the Indian.. M. l'Iyrl~ll"

A.HD TI .... ES

TUE SIOUX WAR

18C! .11 186l
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J,.,j-ffi J c$.Jt,
t, eJ 4'211-<, ,,-~,-";.

'"I-v£. If." ........

llClllA.'l 101..... OM THE KtIIMESOTA nO,",UI

POlT ltH!Al... Followt";t the St',",,, attack.,., N.... ul." '.
~tnn••ot. frontlar va. thrown into ~ atata of co~fJ.ton
a"~ ,"cror. ~~.,d~.d. of people abandoned their ~. and
ra••• and {lad to t~ l"fRat towns for protection.Salnt
CI."~d. Claar loI,t&(,5.'.lk C...ter,tv.tne Pratrle and ot~.n.

~t~.. bulldlnt lo~ rorctflcatlnna and ~rg.nt~ln~ ~lltl"
c~p.nl•• for d.. f"n•••~.I.,.t the Indiana. ~. letter
above ......rln".. (r"", f')~r KH13Al... ""le', "nd boo"n buill
tOt protection, at Mal"., t>ratrl.', 0., S~pt","boor 21,1"~2
and Pile In t!',...th .... per ponlO,uk, U "I'air :1, n Min

S..p' 22"
Th.. <"llowln/! quote. ata frolO the , .. ttet: "In conclqLe"~e

of tile I ,dIe" "'Ir "e er. havlnl! 1 c_ to thil place
w~ere they 1re ... 11 fortified - our lentlnall havi ~en
flr.d upon twice end there hae been two Dr t~r.e atta~ke
on 1",.11 ""nlae _ t"o day. n~o one of the 1'1"ld ald.
~n' ntta~ked and an atte.pt to carry her off but bain~

near they failed - t~.y tore her close bad And cut her
eO'" in their att...pt t" .t,h h.r •••• J.C.BoobAr."
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''VE HAVE saM HOII.E OF THE IlOR.lAkS OF WAR THAN Ya.I HAVE"

Fair H.v.n Aua.Jlat 1862 ••••W••r. h,vlnl qulta. a.rloua trouble h.re with the
Indlana.thcy hava alre~dy ktlled • Irelt -any but I cant betieve WI ahlll be
killed by thea. We have been ao.a friBhtened but Ire Betlnl over It. thare hi'
been I.rae forcea .ent out - 1 dont believe they dare co.e thia .ide tha Iia
Wood•• t have told Elt~ (Lid.) to 10 down river (Klnne.ot.) _ aha t. not obl
iBed to .t.y like tha reat of tha f..ily. We vent OUt to Cle.r Water .nd .tayd
two d.y•• Eltre vaa Je.t •• ho.a alck a. ahe could be • In fact ve vaa all
pl ..aed to let ~. I had al8O.t .a .oon die ~a to le.ve .~ he-. _ I kn~ 10U
will feal anxoua about u. _ I vl.h you vaa It ho-e _ 1 nevar thouRht It va'
rl.ht to tlke aO -any -en fra. Klnne.ot. vhlle ve v~re .urr~~nOed ~ .av~e••
w. have jelt hlrd that thay IIndi"na) have left tha rort Iron lldlll'l) (Se,
note bel",,) - I"ne to YellON ~dlCen with one hundred and fifty viown 'chil
dren Prtaonera • did t ever bel lev, ve va. co.einR to thi. _ WI think 6.talk
but little about tha Southern ..erlClvll) _ .." have It It too- _ 1 dont dOl,1bt
but WI have a_n _re of the hon.ra of "ar than you have _ w" ha~ ..,n three
.......ncNd • t ..... that vere tak, n pri.on"u and a Brut ....ber that have loat thay
(thetr) frl"nd • ~ the••~,t dovn In theya preaance _ How ple.aed ..e would
be to kn...... that the 'llnn...ntl leRta ... u. co.elnl ho.a to help ktll thoa,
Sav~ea • ~~ ha.... hlrd that the third leRt. "as COBelnc. hope It I. '0 _ If
the Chi........ r I"te WI a'n.11 be .11 rlaht •••.•... Ever one that It her"
think. OUr fort ia >ad for two hundred Indian _ Y...~ kn_ they 6<>nt any
bta .un••••.••••Your. In 10" ~ther"

Cover po.t.. rked"'Cl.!AII. WAl'n "'I't S£P 2" al'ld Milue J eta" in -anuacrlpt.
A<1dre••ed to Lleut.~.... Ilu'I.r/Co.D Fourth le.t.Hin Vol/CC'rlnth !ll ...
It al.o COntlln"d a letter fr~ Butler'a .iater Kelile. She c....nt. on how
.o.a of tha _n ".re re.lly frl.htend _ I think I dont IlkIO to 'ee the_n
'uch cow.rda - t a~ould think they would be a.ha.ed to let nny one know If
they~ frlllht._d."

Fort ltdllely ..aa ba.ta.ad by tM Indiana on Augult 19th, juat 12 day, before
thi. I.ttet vaa written and 14 daya before the Sioux Indian. turned the ~Inn.

eact. frontter Into a relln of bloodshIOd and terror, at the ti.. the ~ountry

"Ia Involved tn Civil war.

Sutter', vlfe, n... ,befor. they ..ere aarrled,va. Eliza T~cker,but .~e atllned
Mr I.ttera and he ,ddr."IOd her .a ''LIds''. S,,"ortly efter thla letter was
..rltten. Llda went to atay .. tth rIOletlves In Detroit.
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JAMES CADY writ.. ho... ff_ "Sauk Center Sept 18/11162 •• tc I' one ..,..ch coday
Iinc. I ~ve enll •• ted. W. have ..rc~ed ISO etles and hawe 100 etl •• ~r. to
..... rch. JOhn ee.",.' II nu•• (n_e) carrtor h'", the fon (Aberc ......blt) to St.
Pa"l wtth nne other ..n - he..e IUlt Rot nU'e fr~ tn. fort. h. t, with u,
lotn, beck. he '.YI that h. think. thet we wtl1 ha..e to ftaht our ...y to the
fort. I ..rite here bee."•• It I. the l,.t place chat the ..tl I' carried fro..
do not know when We will he..e .. chance to "rite eRaln. One of the c_panl ••
that .... here have lone beck to St.Paul. the other Inflnery end Caverly he.
Rone on 20 .tl,. fro. chll piece. We have been ..rchaln 8 day., W. ~.y. on.
Indian. J .qua.... papoo.. II at Fe Snelling. the .... "e' .. half breed ,hot
by the clv.~ly and scslped It thl. plac. _ ha belonged to one of thl c~panl.s

(p~obably I scout) that was with the eave~ly. but they (Indiana) law hi. on
th. p~alrl. and ktll.d hi. and tooek a loldlera cap fr~ hia hlad to Icalp ht••
Ws a~1 In th. Indlln contry now. A W~.n told UI yesterdy that the Indian. had
kiliad a boy and Icalp.d ht. In the woodl the night befora. a p~rt ~f th. c~.
piny aaw an IndIan day befon yntredy •••• " Cady then reporta that the fanoa,
hOUleS, flalda, livestock have all been ab<lndone.d and to write. t6 hi .. at Fort
Abercrombie, The pat~lotlc COv.r Is stamped and polt..rk"d "SI\I Ctr Kln/Sapt
21" ,
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CADY'S FllST {..:IIAli FtCtlT.

JIl._, C"d,. ..rite. hi. Hut l.u.r after arrtvtng a~ Fort A:>'!rcr·n,h und..· dat.
of "sapt 2'\/62": "1 am ..ell and .o<lnd. II.. reached the Ft. dty bafore .a~erdlv.Tbe

The .."Ingen le.ve today.o I ..Ill .... H. to h..ve th... c..rry _" letter. the:' vl'l
KO one. tn ...htle during thte .. lnter •.... We v..r~ 11 day. on o,r Journey. To da"
Ie Sunday. the me~ at. a cutttni bru.h .croet the rtver. S~ are dig ~g entrenc~

~~t••rround the Ft to day _ the .ame a~ If It ....~ not Sund~y....L•• t Frldav ve
had a battle .. Ith the Indl.n. before bre.kfa.t. I/e had one man _ a duch te....t.r
..~o.e tea. .... fired (upon) _ ~rtlly ..ound.d In the ~el•• he died abo~t II
o clock that nltht. We .... nO le.e than four dead Indian. draged by the heale.The
Indian. eOOn found out that "e had a ne.. force at the Ft and they .oon dra~.6

back In the bru.h. th.n we could ••• nothtng but thelr(gun)Smoke and then ..e
..ould pore In a de.dly fire tnto the brueh. Th. cannon wood fire tnto .ueh plac••.
They hOWled lI~ avery thtng .t ftret but "a .oon shut them up. Our Chtpe..ay h.lf
breed••nd full blond. wood an...er them back .nd try to get the~ to cro., the
river - Nov you can .ay that your .on ha. been In an Indian ftght ....•WhICh va•
..ore th.n I e"pacted eo .oon•.•••. J.,.u E. Cady." Thts letter and the 10nR One of
the 29th "ere epparently .ont In the tame envelope. The covet It ..Ie.tng. From the
t ..o latter. hI. ,rrlval d.te .t Fort Abercrombie ..auld be September 28,1962.
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FORT AllD.CIlOMBl!,DUOfA TDRITOf.Y

Jasea Cady writ•• ff~ Fort Aber~r~bl~ th~ day ,fter hll IrrlVl1 ftc.
Fort Sn.,llnR. Ka tall, of t,e JOJrney lro. Sauk Cant I" In Rreet deCal I
and d.'tribe, tlMa lort .1 'le !It,t I"W It _ thilt the ..e ...... no nock,d,
around It.

"'c "beIrer_btt s.pt 29 62",11, ....ched t~ n hat e"entna belnll; IJ d."a ".
our jour~y. Th.y hId 10.. ftahtlna with t;1 :ndllna y.,terd." In w~tch two
"n wart killed and on_ wounded. I/e traveled about 6 ,II •• OVI" one dayt
Journey out fro- Sluk Cante" and found • ~.n chi: " •• killed by the India".
Iytnll; on • ItO. htll III cut and Itlbed with knlve•• ht, h••d cut off· "I.
I~t tOIle•• II. ' ••rd of ch, let before we aot there. S~ two or [hra. -en
.a.. the India". ch••• ht. and ,hoot It hi_ J ct.... SI.. '\_ f,ll fr~ ".
hor••• Saw the India". run up to hta - the" drag hia by t~ heal. off to the
htll. ht. head va. found v'ara he va••hot .c.tly .ktned. Wa toek tt to
vh.n t'" ....dy v... 1 .... tn. ~y ""tch ....d booen Ivln. t"ere 2 vuk. tha
d.y b.fora va lOt thara. he "a••'ot In the laft .houlder ..hlch c... out of
tha albov - w••• tab.d over the hart and throu~" the rtb•• "ad on nothlnl
but panta .nd boot •• W~a all .oetlfyed l.crtlfted}. ;rne .... d.y tha cavarly
drove a pany of Indtanl fr_ t!>atr c.",,, ltre ..nd t<>ot:k. '111}y vito, tvo
kntva. In tt. ta. tn ~pa • balketl and ~rO~1 other Indl.n thln'l .11 of
v~tch we h..va vtth u•• tha knlva., ~. had I) notc.... cut tn tha bandla•• W
Ito~d th.t nllht .. t ona of Burbanka It.tton'{~tthv••t.rn ~Xprall • ~~'I'

Cn.l vhtch had been burned up. One "I' v'l .~t tbara :a.. thra. ve.k••~o.
S,,- _I' burled the body ..bout 0<><1 .....k .. fter. libel' _ I"t thera the llr'va
had baan du& open and a lafSe Itlck j~d Into the coffin .nd the corps ~t
.11 to pelce•• Tha c.varly ftllad the ~f'Ve up. The neat d.y, ..hlch va.
y~.tefday. we fa,,,hed the Ft - not ~ver vltho~t .~elnll 'a.. Indl.n•••11
of vht,," dt>n-. tha b.&t .....nntn. thay ,,~~Id _ one ""rty of IJ v"". '0 clo..
that ve could 'e. ",••r1y that they v·,n drened In U.S unHono. vlth U.S
rlfla~. ~Iv one of ""Ich v ..~ on • pony.The .taht of .uch Indt."•••~ II
think that thd Ft "a' t ..k.n thaf.fofe we did not t.ke t .... a. OUt Clvarly
could aa.ly have dona. Thay vera aff.td that they had • I.f.e fOfce In the
tl'~f vhlc" they .t,rt.d fOf, but If thay ...d known that the Ft ....... II
rlllht they could hava llot thela befOf, the)' llOt In gun .hot of the voocI••
they hootad, .nd hallowed, aotlnnad theif hand. at U', ftfed ~vo ,"ot••t
u. but did not hUft .ny of u•• Vb.n ve sot to the Ft v.....fd tbat they had
, ftlht tn the &Ofnln. vlth tn. Indl.na. A pafty of aan out of rhe Ft of )0
vent .."ro.t tha ftvar ."d V.fa stt,ct.d by ~O In.Han••nd tvo_n kill.d and
on. wounded - Tnay "ould not tell v-.eathef they ktlled .ny t"dlan. Of not ••
'V'fy one tbat they ahOt .t would f.11 .t the fl ..... of the &Un. our ..I' bad
to laav. thelf d.,d On tha fl.ld. Thla &Ofnlng • c~ny or two "ent OVef
.ftef tha" ;r~y fou"d th•••11 cut to pel"ea. one va. ac .. lpad "I'd hla ""t .. 
c~.ra t ..ka" off ."d a patce of fleah t.k.n off froe hi. hlp tn hta knee "I'd
the c.. lf of ht. I•••1.0. Ona vaa not .calped, buc hla he~d. and he.d Wafa
cut off and he "e. opened - hi. bdft end entrell. "ere taken out. hll h••d,
hand. end hart put In .Ide of hi., There "a. 200 baad of c..ttl. "I'd ~O
hof.a. t.ken ffo. h.r. _ ~O head of "hlch gnt .way froe tha5 'I'd ca~ back.
Wa .... a I"f~a drove of cattle on the prairie w".n w. Cam. up _ They were
not OVef flva 511.a ffoa S.uk Center a~d th.f.for. ve did not take th.~ •
tbey c ..~ up to U.. ~nd .....d xl ..d to ••e u. _ kicked up their h••la "I'd
I.ft, W. "" ona yoke of c ..ttl. "Ith .. fOpa httched to th•• , S.v.r.. 1 with
palee of rope hltch.d to th••• two day... ftar that th.y c In sit......11'
.11 but .. fa" GOVS "I'd ch... yeka of ...ttl •• w. drav. the lonR • ktllad
four h••d of tho. I ..at ntght. Banje.ln StOff 1. Out hef. Vafy dfunk and
.warlng awfully. ha I. ~.d be"au.e the re.t of the sen .fe • dr."lng gun.
and they "Ill nOt lat ht. "ava hi •• I hava 'een ht. ao one. batora Sinca ".
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"'_ to Ft 5""111"11 t'" ,..at t1_. It .... very hard .... rk for _ to •• 11
th..e atort•• to yu~ at firat, but concl~ded to do It •• t did ~t ..ant the
folk. do....n ther .. [" boo Illn'raM of th. truth. Thta Ian told ."e"" t did
~t ••• but ...hur.. 1 hav. the truth of it a. 1 ~d the atory fr~ on.
that .... the ~rk. ~t ..n that had his coffin .tove in that 1 hav" told
you about. ht. "If. I" ha •• with 0'. Child - S~..... wounded In t~ breat.
e_ rtft••" .lle. afte...arda with the child hefo•• ah" had any help. 0""
of thetr chlldre" .... t.~n off by the IndIana. 1 have seen the "~n hera.
Sht ha. lOt vary "••rly ...11. They have 3 "."non ~ere ."d~.. ~rou~ht on"
"hleh ..k•• 4. Th"y ha.." plenty of .~Inltto" !oeb .hell ,. aunt. pork, and
flour, any .~unt of It. ~y have h.d to throuKh (throw) .h.II. and canl ••
tar into th. wood. to drlva tha Indian. out, .0 that they co~ld 10 ~o the
river .ftlr vatlr. Thl lndl.n. Kot tnto a little town by tha n.~. of Slab.
town to burn the hou.a••nd th,y throw.d ~~ .hlil. tr.to the. and th.
people at the Ft ••Id that thay could 'e. the blank.tt••nd fle.h fly Into
th••Ir. There i. no v.11 .rround th. barrach. hare .t all· They have t~r.

"""ed up '0lIIe ",nod (IIru.h) and rubl.h (arOll~d the fortl. I!<Jt thue i. on,
bulldlnl th.t I. built of log., .nd ~ot port hole. In. i. all that v, haY,
W, .re In t,nt. now but .re to ~avi bUilding. by and by.

S.pt 25 I h.ve nOt ,ot .y bounty .aney yet. my -onth. pay viii not be in
adv.nc, a. I h~ve lonly) •• rved over a ~nth now .•••• l••t nlRht WI h.d to
,et u~ Out of our tint••tter VI hid lone to ~d to '0 IneIds of ro~tlfyc.

at Ion. II w. h,ard th.t th,r, wa. Indi" ,,.ar. Thll .... rnlng ve u.> back In
our tent. - WI lIOVe Our t,nt •• Th,y .ay t'Ult there I••11 ot fOUl .hou••nd
Indl.n. up at Cre.t Ston, lake ••.•. Sept 28 My lett.. r did not go with the
me.lenger. a. th,y alked 25 ct. extra for careing them, which W'e -Ore money
than I h.ve. Tha (va,on) tr.ln .tart. out next tue.day. My latt,r wll\ ,0
th.n ••••• J.t.Cady"



•

•

•



ANO TIMCS

TOE SIOUX 1VAn

,,

~'
•
"..-

tf ,. '----'
I
~

"..
PaUlotte cove'" poat.....ked at f'OI.T AaElCJ.O!'flE OCT 24,
1862. T'><I u_P 'I atnlna but tbe t.pr...~lon aade by
the polt.ark v•• 10 etronc that the rolo~l••• det, of
... I, clearlY vtallblo-. """" lett.r tl contained tn
the anvelope.

ron ABDlCJ.O'GIE 1862

J.~~ ~.Cady writ•• tra. rort '~rcr~bl. u~6er date of October 24.1862: " •••• 1 lUlL
l.~r~ thAt the train ta to ItarC to .urrow ~rntnc for 51 Paul end ~~r tetta"'l ~.t

be In POlt before .~v.n. It t, now SI .. Octock - t~t. t, • train t;at c.-e fro- Ceor~.
town about ftfty _tl•• ~;oy. here - One ~undr.d of our ~~ ~nt ~p t\er~ to c~ h~re
with t~(vaaon train), t did not CO. We heard that they had been t.~~n .~ ~.or~.

t~. but ......ng.... c... throuSh tn the ntahr, and .,ld that they had 5'1 a v~y lra.
t'e tndtana with the 10•• of but too yo~ of c.ttl •...• W. ~.d .~th.r Iitti. attlct
the nt,ht before the flret train vent and one other t ....ter ~~ndcd In t~e calf of
the leg. broke one little bone • he Ie here yet v!th us • CL~ not ao do~ vlth thts
tratn. I have to stand guard every other d3y . too hour. o~ post then four off both
day and nllht _ !t Is very cold· auards can not atand still In the day tt-. eav noth
Ing about the nllht. the river frore O~er laat ntlht. We have very hard vlndl, the
prairie te burned over vest of Us And the vlnd c~ fra. It . We could not see .ore
than ta~ rods for the as~al and dust _ I vas detatled to etert for Geor~e t~ to dav
vlth the ..II but the vtnd kep our ccapeny frca gotng - 22 ..n fr~ our coapa,y a,d
rive offtears ara all that go _ four ..n 10 rrom each compeny d~ vlth thtl train to
take a little cannon. then c~ beck vhe' they ..et the train that we eKpeCt to c~
up." Cady then ur>le~ hh folltl co write lSore often and send n....l'l'perl' " .•••. they
..y send too tr"lne Jp befote they send one dovn and ae I would hate to "ave a train
c...... vlt" out heaTlnA frOUl you ••••• lIe have juet got Into our (n"",) 'Iuarterl to d·,v 
have had ."'SO veT.' cold epping Itn tents) _ Our Soldiers cloathlng are ">One to Vl....
for thtl cll..ate _ I have bought .. I. pair of ISOCklngsonl for ~ne dollar. I have no
mltens or gloves y.t. Our ca-andlng OUlcer Burl>e~ I\~d oI.lllsent C."ersl Pell (John H.)
3re going below WIth this tr.ln ••.• the Indians have left here· ha. been non. 'e~n

since that little bAttlc ••• they think that they have gone up to big Stone lake there
town. they have a IIJlf In tha Ft. The Indtans .tuck up a little flag with fifteen
pelcee of cloth .tuck o~ It and our half breed laid that they had fifteen ~en killed
.nd that they had given up the white ..en here and that they had to ~any bl~ ~uns for
th.... Jamee E.e.dy."
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WE AIlE BUn-tlllC A STOClADE A.'ID BASTtOllS FOR nil:: CA:mJSS.

~en ~he Ellh~~ ~~~Ived at fort Abercra.bte.tt found onty a ~ro~p 0f bulldlnla without
a .tockade and the aarrlaon under constant atert al~ln.~ Indian attack•• SEE '~tter of
Sept. 29th. tn tIM le~ter above Cady write. to ht. 1OOtruor: " ••••• 10'" InVited the capUln
and flr.t Lutennant at .upper with U•• We had for supper wara bul.cuet and butter _ the
flr.t that t ha...a ta.ted butter alnc" 1 ha...e been tn the Ft _ peach pres~r"'e. epple pie
.hUlar - cDOCk.y. - bier &e. The taptaln and all who w.nted too d~ank beer and .~oked

cIRar•• then ~hey d'nc~d ttll ~Iev.n Gelock. Joseph Collen va. tn her" and flddl"d for
u••••• w. are butiding a stockade and ~schin for the c.nnon....I.ht before I.st w, h.d
quite a .nov here,lt va ....ery vlndy and cold loc.l have bought.., tvo pre of alovel 
one pr buck_skin the price of which v.s $2. but for a lIttle rtp 1 Rot the~ lor 5Oct.
I".s. then t iot ~ e pr of yarn aiD..... vtth wool nit In stde lo~ 60ct••nd I have ~de

~ • pr of Mtttlni out of ~h.e canvas that t h....". We drawed u••ome good .ky blue
p~ntl that .re thtck .nd wnrM •••• ~he MatI ha. jUI~ cone tn. ! ha... e ju.t be~n to the
Ordlley r~ .~d .~t two letters lro~ you and four paper••••.•• we have a "Dod C3rnel
for cOlMl~nder here nOW _ he ccmMl. out and work. as h.rd as lny man •••.• Ja"el."
Cover po.tmarked at FORT ABERCRO~I£ D.T./DEC 1. Th" ftddl"r w•• Jo.eph S.Collln. and
the Ftr,e Lleutennant was W.lley Kinney.
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On If<>v,)IJ,1862 .1_...,It.. to hi. Iltt\" brothe' Ebe..... t" kl ~ hi .. "'>0,,.
hll .ehool and ,,:,at Pl'r. of eh.. "hore. he Is doIng on the f : "'{O\I ...... t

.tudy hard to le",n, n~ t, th" belt tt~ to ."".n Tell f.th". that the,e
I'll .Int,t". hen! ">O'~ but he .. Ill go d,,,,n In " few ek•• h. helonA' to
the cavIlry. th.... WI' on" he,e befo•• and preached " co~pl" of tIm". _ th"n
~nt below. the. II "bo". JQ "averly he" _ they acco~p.ny the .."II beck and
forew.rd •••• the Wlnn"beiol a', t, lone WIth the Soux • We kliled two tn OUt
Hnt b,ttl" • the SOUl told 10'lllI half breed. at C"orgetwn that there ....
13 ot eke. (lndt,n.) killed and two Wlnnebego". and One of the~ t~e ~ere

and told us ~f It. thare val • Sou~ layed (killed) down a> Sla' town tv~ ~r

3 vleka a~tar we cane here, • ahell paaed atr.lt thro~gh ht~. We ~erld hi •.
WI' toar dO\o/n Sll!;> tOlln to butld our quarters .nd for c.valry .t.blll .... J,.... "
Cover pott",arked .t FORT AaDlCROMIII£ D.T./DEe I.
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CHtPPEUA AGENCY

CHIPPEII.... K1H1'fESOTA l'olt Offiee wal located at the tRIPPE'll'" AGENCY In
Ca•• County. It wa. •• t.bll.~.d On D.c~ber 7th,l861 and discontinued
on July 22,1868. The Aaency"a••seablt,had before 1855 on the Cull
Lake Indtan Ralervation,It " •• located on the north benk of the Crow
Y1nS River about 3 .tl.1 above lta mouth with the Ht•• t.~tppt. The
Crow Wins Agency w•• at the eo~flu.nc. of the two rtver. about ftve
all.. by roed trOll the Chtp~w. Agency. Fon RIpley w&I about flft."n
.11•• _outh of the Chippewa Agency on the ve,t bank of the Mi.,I •• lppl.
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FOIlT ABERCROMBIE
lIIIfI'ER Won. CARlttED BY roo TEAMS

J.... Cady writ,•• long latter to folk. back hQqeh.t.~t.

In on He.. Yenn Day 1863 and ending on Ja~ull"'Y 9\.
l'~ • part of the I,tter t, In ...agarda to pay day and
per:o"at .,tt,..... SEE oppo.tte page for extract. from hI,
latter.
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THE SIOUX WAR
"Ft AberC"'OIIIb:l e , Jan. I, 1863"

"The /'Oat! h to be carded et tar as St Cloud by dog. now,Dog trAIn.
go f ...om here up to place. tn Brttt.h ~~ ... tcA With good. In tha
Winter t1~. Tha flr.t trAin that I ever .aw, I 'AW to day ••• r have
neve ... toLd you any thtng po... tlculAr About the ftght wh1ch we had
with the Ind1an. or any thing wh1~h tvan.pl ...ed while 1 waS on gua...d
the ntght before we had the f{ .... t f1ght, And during the night I end
all of the gua...d. 1n my releif heard no1.1. that wer mAde by the
Ind1an. - they wer .Ignal., and OnCe the gUArd was turned o~t for
One of the ~n and the .argent who hAd been called to .na tf he waR
not mi.taken, 'aw 3 Indtan. which had been aent as sptes to 'ee 1f
we had out a .trong gua...d no doubt. at two oclock I was relelved
nnd when we nWAy to the guard hou.e it was ten roln to ] oclock and
at 3 we wer all to go on guard agaIn to mAke the gua...d double at
day light. ~e had ju.t got 1nto the guard hou.e when the .argent of
the gua...d waS called to the .ame post agAtn and we we ... orded o~t to
be in rendLne.s 1n CAse of dtftculty. So we had to .tand there t111
ttme to go on, and when I Came off I went to the guard hou.e with
roy gun , and o~tAtned peraltlon to go to breakfAst. 1 had .tood 10
hours,20 .. In with just 10 .. tn relel!. I "as just gotng a crost thc
p...ade g...ound to the tent. a. a volley of .hots Came from the woods
And 1 could ~ear the bullet. wh1stle over roy head tn great numbers.
1 turned and run for tha guerd hou.e end got my gun and "hen I look·
ed ove ... e wood p11e to .ee Indian. and gtve thero a .hot certain. I
.aw e man out .Ide of the fort Iytng on the g...ound - r wetched h1ro
ttll I .aw htm .tt ... , and we howled to hlro to lay .tlil. he done hi.
be.t to keep .tiLI, I fired at An Ind1an, and then loaded my gun
fo ... another one when the heat of tha ftght we. over they got the
man 1n the "asson but he "a. mortelly wounded. He was In plain .Ight
of the Indian. and if he hAd not tayed .till they would have f1red
at him ageln. When ha fell the whole wood. rung with the Indten.
wtld War Whoop. one In(\iAo felt into the rive.....hen .hot and two
In.tan. caught him by the leg. and pulled ,{m up and they got a
Whole volley of .hot. eft .... theM' one fell out of a tree that a
Ch1ppe"a hAlf breed .oldier .hot at. he fell ("Ith) hi. back acro.t
a 11mb. then his head ballenced down and down he went to the ground
h1. gun beating h1m down· bullet. wer taken out of building that
wer all cha"ed up. We 'aw nO ,.,O ...e of th~~ afte ... the old CannOn fl ...ed
in one charge 01 grape in to the bru.h. The little howsers played all
of the time "Ith grape and .hell. - One shell bur.t oVe ... the river
and the red eavege. hooted but .~ time. when It "ent a~ut "hare it
was aimed they ket .ilent. ~en they had One kiLled they kep .t111,
but when a vo~ly went Into them .ome times they would hoot and .ome
time. keep .ILent, The dsy befo ...e the battle one of our men Sa~ 3
tndians pan an opening 1n the "ood. and fired at them, had just got
ht. gun loded ~hen t~o MOre pa.s~d the ssm~ place _ he end the next
guard both sa~, and fired at them but I roust get to what t .tarted
On an."e ... tng ltttle lette..... the.... are a good aany 0I001ve. caught by
traps and all.o foxes mink and other ~lld animals. one of the guard•
• hot a fox the othet night. they sre often aeen by the guards a' ~ell

as woolve. but no guard dared to shoot at any thing that he knew wa.
not an Indian, becau. it "ould be a signal that tndlans wer arround,
but now they think there are none a ... round. So they do some shoot1ng
no"••••••• " Cady continue. about pe ... sonal _tte.... and tells hla
younge ... b...othe.... to h.. lp father and mother do the chore•• "Janes Cady"
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TOE SIOUX WAR

18G2 IU IBGS.

CROW WING ,HJ NH. JAH. 21 • 1863 _ cover ;llbove cant-a ins a let.ter VI' i tt.en tro. Crow
wing. in which the vriter reports that -The Indi"ns shoved warlike d••onstra
tions By killing: &11 theCattI. iI Bout Otten.ail - Robbing all the Sittum.
taking Horses _lIll so tOOk so..'" prisoners at. Leech Lake - did not 10:111 .ny one
. _ . wo.an lind chi Id ren v•• ordered to Fort ... I nd ians sa id they va. t n tun!·

Cover belOV Is addressed to Chle! Hole-Io-tbe-day or the Pi luger bilnd or the
Chippewa Indians ... t CroY Wing. He .... one of the Insurgent leadres ••01'1'1 the
Indians during the uprising and vas assassinated by _.~r. of his trl~ June
27 .1ll68 at crov wing.
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Cady wrlta. to hll _thar and ,hter on penonal .lltten.He c:optu II pae","WHAT 0'r'HD.
Ko\.'i! TKAJt THtlll J«n'H!If." and dedlcatn {t to har.Cady allo say. "1 &Il tn hope. to tend
you lIy Uk.MII In Il ...flk or t"",." In hi. vllrt"",s lett..... he urge. his brother. lind
,tltat. to help ~thllr lind rathec run til. farm. until he 8stl back. NOte tha caption
undtlr the vignette On lit" IMIt!ler. llltter:"f'IGIn' AWAY,ROYS:/WIl'11 tak. c...... of the
rllm." The rover I. polt...rkad at FORT A3ERCkOMllIE D.T• .1.....'20 although tlla latter Is
dsted the 21.t • apparantly In errOr.
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ClltPPf;WA AGENCY

Cover po.t.... rkad ''Chippewa Mln/Fel> 19 \8S3'. C;"",,:'>a- ;rttu under
data of "Chippewa Af!enc:y reb 18th,1863••.• 1 VaJI sorry to l,eat you
~.d caught ~r. cold· you .uat take good eare of youre.lf _ theta
h 1\ ,ood ... .,y eO<lplalnlnl with & lOre throat hear, there was an
Indtan Cheat did. "Ith the t'>roar d~se••ed hear about two week,
e80 n_d bl8 008 - h<l Ie .8ood IndIan - he saved t~,e lives of
two whtte ..n I•• t f.11 and the ceptln ...nted to berry hie In
.ll.tary order but the ehalv•• void not I.t hie _ they took '>Ie ~ff....w. ha..a two feet (of ,now) on the level and It .... very eold •..
~rc.ry frotn end down to the Fort (Rtpleyl ••• forty four below zerO •
••. •• ThO"""s w.tHna' the A'loka Bran band hll.5 Ju.t got heat" on a
vt.tt .... the boy. hav. had a~e co~lcat valentine' come to day and
they have had. gr"".t lat ov.r the., .....T.J.Cl,entha..".
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,t Abarcl"CMlbio.

Ita,. 2.1863.
DiMr Friend••

I be" jut NO&1wd a letter f~ t-. Vi"a

...,.,. clad to~ that 70u are ptt1nl alona ~ W11 with YOUI"' aprinpI

work. Vi.-h that I va. at hogs to Iwlp IOU do it. I hupe tbat 1O'l rill

,,1OC1I:l in CDIT)' thI'oucb all JOu U"e 1.ay1I:Ia out to do. I ha.... j:Aat ooes

off of euard thi. _~. it I"a1noc1 a 11totJ.• la_ Il1&bt. ODe of 011I' ..

died 10_ Didlt about~ 00100k it va. an. Iri_ .-.n. ba uaad to 11" 1IIn

tho town of L.e. hi. nama i. hi. ~tb _1II oau-d b:r an addtat

wbile p1ayi.Gc n1ckott b&l1 too .... ~ to ........., tbe o1Ub of tho -an

.tr1k1oa Cl'OIfU1A in tba 10war paot 0' the b,...at. it 10 • ....aoed to ha....

caua.d a f_cturo. btl fiahhad the .... nitbout any .....l.tnt but la;red

dcNIIo 1A hi. bunok att.r the .... _a 0_. and •• tak-. o....r to tba

Hllapital vhe bo d.1ad 1A sr-t pd..o 1A 10_ than. 40 bol&l'•• A _tholl0

~at ca.. f abo" ho... about 200 .-11•• with __-.1 balf brMlda. -

.t..aa to st ••111.... of th. balf b..-la abot bt n..U lrbUo b-. nitb •

ahot ~. tbll charp FiDa tJutroU8b oD8 of hi. band. and lotciac .1Ilto hi.

bonal.. but he ... a YWy fiuby ~ and tba~ d.1d not • tJuooueta.
the Dr tJ:l1nlca tbat he ni.1l 11_. hoi _. a ..,. Mav:r hi. wei&h bai.nC

330 Ib..~ ba1t' brMd. add that th IIOWl ...... f-.ld 0' tb1. ft.

and that til.,. _10 GO to tit .tnnoaota ri...~~ th.,. thoUlht ......

•• not eo auoh duapr th_. tbe:r aN .ff~d tbat _ ha_ a 1&rp aquN

ot oa'WW'17 bo... and tbat if they bare that u..:r _uld he tak_.
X __ a letter , .... a.a-noa IIIlbbard to day. X -.10 C2wtr1.. a .-par

with an 1nAruot.1on book to Icoep ...-ina n.:td ....tts in order. la.t

=-k • X .. ~rr:r to hoar that _thor ia f--llna~ tbi. Sipr:l.nc. V••..,.. ...~ ~,. bofo_ ,..to y tor to- *liQtba s-7. ~ tt- i. 51,

oo-Ine to us DUW. v. du not )mow th pay ni.1l be bere. X

auppo.. Hobart baa cot to 1M quit. a boy by this ti be i ••_ 1 ,.._

old. X .t.all be 19 b a t_ day., but X ha_ writ.-. -.aoUlb 'or this u.a.
Your. boul,.
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1'lAlIA..'(~I,Ift"'I£SOTA. !'oil Ortlce
••t.bll ....d In !4fo ..ker C"\lnty "n
Oct.2I,IS)7 .nd dl.c.,~tlnued or
March )O,I407.TbI. v•• the .Ite
of the ~~~nna~ ~••acre on ~~.

2~,IA6~,lult '9 dave f.,II .... lnlt
the Sioul outbre.k,tn vhlch S
.en out of • party of II,ver.
_bl,.hed atod kt lied !oy t"e Ind
ian•• Thl. va. al • ., the .tt. on
vhich a loa Fort va' built to
protect th•••• tler••
Cheeth.. vrlte. under date r
"Fort <vnana'" April 't~/~).•..
I .. wery ttr.d after a veek•
..rcblna•••~~ dave ve valked
26 .tld. vl~h all OUr tbln•• On
but OUr nap.ack•• tb••• v.. Mr..d
h.lled •.. the C.ptl~ hlr..d the
te... and ~ pay hi. vh..n v.. ~.t

our pay • ey.. r)' _n vaa 1.._ and
foot ...re •.••OftIO had to rid<' 1

valk..d .y..ry .cep • ~ .r••11 Y.ry tlr.d .nd lame (froal laying .tlll 10 lonl .t ((..rt)
Riple~•••we h.y. lot. fort hear· t"ere Is ..... 101 building. that have be.n taken ~>vn .nd
hailed hear off th. clamea If.... ) th.t hay. been left (abandoned) • ther. I...nly thr.e
famllv, vithin twelye .llds •• ,th. land I. yery rtch ••• t: t. horred to ••• th. hou••••nd vhe.t
.t.ks the r.d .kln. have burnt· there v., four -en killed and one voaan not ten rod froa he.r
and :hr•• .or. not over. qu.rt.r of ••lld froe hear •••• chere vas three Indl.n••e"n l••t
week by ..... solder. th.t vent out hor•• back .routing but they did not get theft - they .hot
one but he lot into the cl_ber .nd they could not find hi. - the .Iul are .round he.r •.• they
killed thre••older. and one citl.on veek before l&St ••• there vas thirty cevely vent .fter
thea but could not find thea. the .older. olIOS two .lld. fcos there quarter. },untlnK~ •
thece I. ple.nty of laMe but v. are forbidden to le.ve the qu.rter. for v. hay. no h.. r ••••.•
the r~pttn ny. h. will .end to heed quert.re end let .0_ right avay for w' are ll.ble to
be .hot any time out .Ide the .tocade••• there II only thirty of u. hear and the folkl told u.
on the road we ne.ded ~ (w)hol. cO$pany hear aor. than eny plac. vlthln SO ~lld. of hear.
there t •• coapany I~ ellds bel.... u. of tnfantry ••• the post office" II )0 .lldl frOft h~ar •
there t. an expre'l c~. hear and lO th.l•• tachlons round hear OnCe a veek that brtn~s and
take. Our lettvu • But ~y D.ar Wife 1 have one thing to aay that I. for you to take Ro<'d
Care of your.elf and baby. and ~ay God h.lp you t. ~y prayer and wIll do the be.t I can for
you and ..y-elf and If t .... killed by these red skins t hope 1 ~ay get One flrlt If no ..<lrl'
........J_.".
lIThe COyer t. po.t ....cked "1'Ianannah Hlnn Aprtl 9th"(186)l. So there vas a po.t~alter If not a
nAul"r post office .<It up.
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For Ch••t~'. d••crtptton
of the CHIPPD1A ACEJrCT
_ketch On 0ppoltte ~e
sa BELOW.

P'OlT UR.rf
In tllb I.ten under d.ate of "Fort Uple)' Apt' 1llth; 11163" Ch••et.
lITit•• clat ... h•• boen "bot"" on furl_ c.......eka" U.at the,. heve
"praaehtna twtce e"er)' .und.y••••• and 1n the e..enlna prater .eatl".
and .1' noon bible cia•• and chureday evening prar-r .eatln. - thank
Cod ~ er. n4t deprived of htl "ord ••• there .... two .en taken to
Fort S~lltn. to day to he..e there 1'1'1.1 _ one for ,t••ltnl -onay ••
~d the other for d••••rt1ng end there I, another lotnl round ~••r
vith .. bAil ~nd chatn f.,tened to ht. for rtn. at ht_ Captln and
.,v ei In tM 1O d hou•• fo 1 1,.. of.ne " Ch•• th th.n
d,.t"lbe. the peneil,d .k.tt~ of the Chippewa Ag..nty ( ••• oppo.lt.
peg,> .mleh h, h nt h_: "1 .... tendlna gard there .,nh a aun
In .y hand - tha. & all .qu.&& (Indl.n wo.en) you ", th.... with
d on and tnl'~' on the .,ood pll•• the blg•• t on. on the wood
(pile> I. hoi In th. day the btg ehe.f th.t hal med. all the t ..obbl.
with the ehtppew.y•• the..e I••om. of our boy••t.ndlng 1n frunt of
th. qu.rt..... thet -.lie .tend. frunt of the quarte......T.J.CII.atll...".
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TIlE WESTERN MAILS

FORT AlIERCROKBI E ON RED RIVER OF THE NORTH.

On June 24, 1858,LieuLGeneralWinficldScot~muedGeneralOrdersNo, 15
dlrKt!ng the rommand"" officer at Fort Ridgely to .,,;tablish a post to be known
"" Fort Abercrombie at or near Graham'" Point, MlnnCllOla. Lieut. CoL John
JO$Cph Abercrombie alId the 2nd Infantry we~ ordered to select the sIte alId
rons~ruet the fort. Il was by his choice that he selected the wesl5Jdeofthe Red
River In what is now the slate of North Dakot,.. At thl, t,me, Minn.".,.,...a ha<\just
become a staw alId the .,te w"" In the residual part left over from lhe Minnesota
Territory. The post offi.,., w""' ""tablished at tile fort on December 13, 1858. ~'ort
Abercrombie played an importanl part in the Sioux Up"""," In 1862 and the
IndIan waJ"lI in the Dakot.alllhat followl'd.

General Orders
No. 1&

BydireetlOn of the _retary olWar _ under the..,t o!Mareh 3, 1!l$7 _ a
mllo,ary pOol I.<> be known .. Fort Abercrombi.:. will be ..tablo.h«l on ,h. mosI.

cleg,ble su.' ncar the helKl orna"gali<>n ollh.lled R'verol'h. Nortb, al.or in lb.
";,,lnlly 01, a place known .. Graham's Point. Monn,,",,"'" The 'wo ""'mp.an...
(one olth. 2d Infantry, and one of "'e 2d artIIl.ry), al fort Ripley, ..,d oneoHb.
2d 'nlan,ry from ~'ort Hidlll'ly _ tbe lalter to bo desognated by I"" POS'
commando<, woll, under MoJor ll. Oay, 2<1 inlanlry, boo cbarged wilh ita
"",....truction, and wilL a..oon afterthe receipt he.-C(ll as po",,,bl., proceed lo,h.
point above d..lgnated.

In order ,hat no Ume may be 1001 in commencmg the work lMutenant
Colonel J.I. Abercromblt, 2d IMan'ry, will (If'I>«'«l with 'he oompany from f"rt
Hidlll'ly. det.rmme upon the """lion and plan oflhe now POSt. andgl"" allthe
preparalory orders for buildin, it wl1hou' del"¥. Ue will rema'" in eh....., ull 'he
arm...101 Ill...,r D,,¥, wben he wiU r~ln hll pn:sent s'atlon.

The 1''''''- will Mbull' for tworompaniea, and as, ul'unalelyoneoflhemllto
bo a rompany ofravolry, the nee...ary ~k," for .ueh a garrison will enter
into lhe pl.n 01 the ,..ork.

Twenty 'hou.and doll ... have been 'ppropriated for "'II POS', and lIS cost
musl be k"l" wi'hin ,hat sum. The labor wUlbe ehirfly done by 'h. troops, and
the most """noloicoJ dlSposl'lon will br made 01 the bUilding. m......ials til be
lound on the apet.

Lirulen.nt Colonel Abercromb~ ..~I mark orr ••ul'o.I>le reae...., ....d
U"ansmit • pi.l of i' '0 General Ilead Qua""r.. without del"¥.

In connealon with 'h. mo""ment 01 ilO pr""""t .a"...,n .. ""rcinbrfare
orde,,'d 'he poot oU'ort R'pley ..iIl br broken up, and all ,"" .ubsisI.Cnce, n,~itlU')'
0<.0"" of e....,ry kind and materia'" which will be worth lh. transportallon. will
be oeM 10 Graham" !'<>ml and, aucb of 'ho latter as m"¥ be appllcable. used In
lhe eo,,"tructlon 01 the now pooIL

The prof'Cr dep.rtmenlS will ,alec ,he n«:euary measur"" til di!lposeol aU
public prop"rty at fon Ripley whicb may be len. behind.

The Quartenna>lcr ....d Commi>sa:)r Departmenta wiU furnish tM nereosary
"a....portatlon.•ubit ....rnc:e .nd oth...uppU". for the .,.""u'ion 01 ,h" order

InOU:ad 01 being .ta,lonc<! In SL Lou.., 'he regimen"" Quarterm"I.Cr and
Quartermaster Sergeant of,he 2d lnfantty willimmedla'ely bo "'n' to report for
dU'y '0 Lieut. Col Abercromb~.

Th. company or ,he 2d artU~ry will either wln'e.- .1 fort Ridgely. or be
I>rou~ht out 01 Monnesot.a as m"¥ be hcrcancr ordc<"",

lIy comm.nd olDrL Lieul Gener.1 SCotl

c.o. fon RidRely

Signed, Irvin MrDowell
........tan' AdJutan' (Jeneral

=~~_~i~>__w,,,,- .<~ ....... ~::~~.-==~

fort Ril,ley was not "broken up" but eontinul'd "" a military ""tablishm~nt

un,il 1818. However, 'he military res<:......, was reUlined and renamed Camp
Ripley. It oceuples a large tract of land aerDM the Mlsslssjppl from the presenl
town of FOri Ripley, It Is u...,d as a training ground lor trool'" o!the National
Guard of several mi,lwCSlern states,
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RED RIVER OX CAaTS.YURS AND INDIANS

·Pt.Abercro.ble,"ay.4.1863

The .all has j .... t acrived with 80_ little nevs fcon the South I thought.
I would "cIte. fev lIne. to you and let you know what 1& qOlng on In this
dlrectlon,as I suppose youv111 heae nu_cous flying lItOCles • .ast viII
be ta lse and exuraded. I vi 11 !iii ve you the lhruth of the c'lIie. The Soux
{Sioux Indians] have goneacround ull,ilnd have killed J !Ioldiec, at a
small Stiltlon on thiS road. the lien Yllreout hunting I belelV&.so the
Ind i ans did not iI ttilct the St.a t Ion. they .II sO killed one ci ti:um beotlleen
here and that station, he "as on the road "lth tour oxen for beef tor this
fort.y•• terd.y .orninq by dilyllght .. train (Red RIver Oxcart.s) Stilrt.
frail here; they vere froe the But1l1h posesions,i1nd ...ere 10ilded "'1 til furs
,"c;ther .et the Sta':!e and he.. rd the ne...s, they left,thelr c .. rts .. nd C".<i>
tl"Ck vlth thelr ponles.on thelr ..... y b.. clt they found .. c .. rt .. nd gun belong
Ing to one oC the lten of the tr.. in.but could not Cind hl" or hill ponle or
his Curl. the Uter OC ...hich he h .. d .. bout S3.000.00 ...orth.he IIt .. rted fro.
here ;t.bout eight ocloclt 1n the .orning ..i1king hi .. severill hour. behind
the body of the traln.he h•• not been .een any vheare slncehe left the Ft.
and 1. suppos.d to h.. ve been killed.thecitlzen "'as found on the road by
the.llenviththe.al1 •• knife ...assetstlckinginhl. breast.oneof the
lIIen 1111 i d that he pulled it out of h is breast. A Ch I ppe...ay hal f breed ...as
out yesterday ..orning.and ca.lle in on a run and said that he had seen all
..any as 20 Sou x Indlans.a body of 20 lien vere i .....eadatly sent at (out]ln
hopes to see the. but calle 1n ... ithout finding any clue to the.ll and it vas
allsuppolleo to be .. IIcare of the half breed by seeing sOllie cattle or .ules
but no... lt 1& suppolled that hedid see Soux.which he hel0 all the tllie that
he did. . •.•. we heve set out small trees all arround the pradeground,the
tt is fixed up pretty veIl nov.It has all been svept over vith brush, and no
one 1S allowed off oC the valks,So the pradegrounO is getting prettlygreen,

May,5.

This morning tva co's vere sent out to SCOUt arround a little - our co "'as
one that ...ent. T...o co's are goin.. out every morning no.... so our co vlll have
to be one every other morningllll there are four co's here. Themail ... a& to
atart from here thi. morning but the escort r'lot being ready It vill not
start till tamar rOil morning, they ... ill take one of our cannons.There has
been a great deal of tillhing and hunting about here lately, and it is a
...onder that the Soux have not shot a man or tllO. I am on post poliece this
veek. ;t.nd do not do any thing but that. ..... J"mes E.Cady.·
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DEATll OF CAptAtN CADY

FOUST CtT'f,MtNNESOTA L"tte ... IIrit"en by JIL/lIU CheethOllll fro.. MAW.NNAIl on June
13,1863 and t~on carrt.d by ..tllta... ", .xp...ess to FOREST CIT'f "here It ent.red
the r.Sul...... lion Juno 15th. Chs.thlL/ll describes the death of hts Captain,
Jo~n S,Cady, by tha IndI.n. on June 11th,



I-IIS LII'"E: AND TIME:S

TUE SIOUX 1~AR

HANANMAS JUMI 1]th.1863. In thll lattar to hll wife Che~t~.. de.erlbel tha d.ath
of C.ptlln Cady It the hand. of tha Indllnl; •• ~.1 nlvor la~ It 10 d~y the paper•
• ay It halant bean 10 low watar In the river for 18 yeArl ~ It II now. thara
hal (bean) no Ita.. boatl run lbove tha fatl1 (St. Anthony) thte '~r. NEWS
Than wa. thue hon.. Itole" 10 _lid. lbova Honteuell""(Hontleello) On Silver
crick la.t .aturd.y by Indiana and thay ware tracked to foralt city the neKt d~y

by our boy. at Kln&aton. t~n tha .older. It foreat city took tha trick and
followad It 4 _ildl thla wly and found a horaa aklnn the Indiana laft behind .nd
the .oldard want back (bec~.. ) It vII nlsht. &~r kl ....to~ boy••ot .0 clo.t to
the. the naKt day laftar) thay bor.a. VII .tolen - tha indians laft there pack.
and c~p cettla. and • ~L.r of other thlnaa that our boYI ROt. the nl.ht tha
fore.t city boya IlOt the _. t .... .en c_ hear Ind b........ht UI the ....... - thay
c... In a buaaY vl:h One ;orae and then It vII 6\ Oclock In foreat city i. 12
.tl~. fro- ~ar • part of the vlY helVY tt-ber • the reat pr.lre - that nl~ht va
,12 of UI .t.rtad at 7 Oclock S .tld. below ha.r to cut the3 off on In Indian
trail thara val throulh tha tl_ber • wa Itayed untlll ten oclock and law no
indiana _ wa c... beck that nllht _ it rained untill nina Oclock and .#1 .ot wat
and our &Una .ary ru.ty••••••• tha captlln(Cady) lot to forelt city that nlCht
vlth tha boraea for UI(8a had CO'" dovft to sat boraea for the rell..nt).lnd the.,
_n(vho hid b........ht the nevl)_...t back tha neKt ..,rnl.,. - they found .....n the
Indiana hid crolt tha road linea tha rain _ it vaa 2 _llda naer,r for'lt city 
than va want 7 .lld. fro- haar aoon aftar they(tha .en) cro.t the trick thay ~t

tba clptln vlth tha ~r.a. and told hi_ of It and vent beck and ahoad ,I_ tha
trackl • he and allht .ora _n vent after the. and fOllovad the~ all thet dayton)
bor.a back and found wheara thay aat aupper - there waa fir. there - there va.
thraa cltllan. vlth thea that new tna country - one of t~ c... back that nllht
to fou.t cHy. hh ',"ua w•• tired out. Ife ••Id the c.ptln vu &OInK to follOW
1r,1S ., lonl II ha had any to a.t _ they took ac.& cold bread vlth t~.. - Hr
Weldon c... vlth the. .nd haled • toad of anuntltlon .nd thl",1 - he c." on ha.r
and .tlyed One d.y w.ltlna for thl c.ptln••••• tbe captln and 1 othara - Gaor.a (J)
S.coy val atona .nd ~r.8rown('th.ravera) 8rownl in Co.A) ••• and 8 In all followed
On that nllht •• Ion. a. they could 'ea .nd .topad till .ornln. - aa .~n •• they
could .ae they .t.ttad after t~(lndi.n.) .g.ln and abodt .even 0 clock they
found th... they 'IV th.. cro•• lng thl pralra Over to a llttla paace of tlabar
.nd bru.n land and there vII heavy tl.bar 80 rod. from the~e - the Indiana run In
that bru.~ • OUr captln and tha boy. were clo•• on th.. _ tha c.p~ln va. , he.d
and hi (c.lled) hlltad thea and they did "\Ot .top. there va. ) of th...0 ~e .~ot

.t thea and hIt 0.... but dtdent kill hla - he .hot .galn and hit. 'nrs. In the
face· the IndIan. left the horae. & 1.ld down In tha bru.~ - the ot,et bo~. fired
1t th.. but did not hit tham • the IndIan. fired at our _e~ and they v,te all off
tha hora... One t"dllln Ihot the captln through the hart lind ktlhd hi'" 11 !In
{n.tllnt and -"st tuched another one' ear lind One ball v':>ent cloat by (;eor,~ ~ ..ad
and thay haard more fltlng In tha ha..vy timber - they thoet there war .o~a Ind·"n'
.0 they took tha captln .nd the ho....e ....nd c ...... away, sO they dl~ nut 8et .ny of
tlla' • only th, ':lor.... that w~••tol.n .nd ona of the' ahot ~,t they th{n~ he Yill
live. but we h.ve lo.t our captln poor fellOW - ha only gaped once after he fell
to tha ground but he waa a good 'an and prepared to die • that I. one great t,tn~

we c~uld only all ,ay tha esma • vhat II good thing It Yould be fot U. , the hole
c~p.ny feel. Vert bad .nd thInk they viII never have another Ilke him, he va'
tllken to .bob right evay Il~d II to t>ol berre<'d to doy ••••• r...ea."
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1863.
Pt AMruoei•• J ....,JI.

OMr Pri-.d.

I _ •• -u. •• uet..l Ute -U be. j1lllt __ ia tbe n.~ u.-

tor u..r- w••' -. I ... ....,. c1a4I to t.bat 10. _ pttiAc oJ.-.: _ WG1

wUb row ....., bat .e an.. _d tbet pUord had _t .-U ..

tbet bill wltJ,oII be .......... te vitti ..,., u.- ..,. be. paid t

jU4 .. _u.ar ..... tbIlII ........t .., tor 1t t tbo. (I'1Ir......
ot tbo bill _. j'" I"Sf or U.44 I •• thtMu.. it _ Sf eta I .....d .t

44 eta Ita; _ -ot 0W't0ain, I a..et • bill ot tbe _t tbot I pd.. to ...,.

U11 • t. do,.. __ bQt... t I tbot tbet •• .-Uect .. loDe .. &ad lMwDt

.. t.be ..-1.... I _ ftadtott _ tM boet __ I _t .. to at ,all ODd 'old

IWI wba' aeuord .aid ... aid it _uld ... all. r1Cbt Ud that Gallord... • •

.... pe,. •• b• .-atoll oDd eooorcliJ:lc to til. talk wbioh ...... be'- u I

~.r otood tbat he bold ..llod __e1bl. 'or hi. PIl,., and ...u..... _ tlOll

all debt or .,QDl... bll11t,. 0' tho ..,...t, aDd tho thiq I tho..t _. _.t. that I Q "TO It a tho..t, &Ad Rook.tt .... _ to~~

1t GaJ.llord _ ••bl. to P*7 1t be •• able to 100_ it, .-cI .te....,. _. _t

.s.-NQt ot tho -.cl\lOiioa tor I told b1a of it __ I ....t to L C. I

......_ ro'" wi11 ..... boro ... tM. 1.tt.: I t .... ,.11 that capt; caq of C.

"...... "'t ..,. t.be __ 1114'-. -.u. toUowial: "'- .. to pt __

_ ~ .tl.1011 tIM7 bad -'01_. tM•• I "u.. -...••bt,. U h"1.. out will

4ri.. tIile .... _ .... u be_ of _ ... UMa fin",.d .f fau... .tt I bel......

.... ot.beP t-u that .... "- 10ft __ .f _-.lt7 ..... U11 u.. ou..

...,. u..,. _t *"- aaaia• .r-.,J,... _ of -1"01.,- _t biaok vitia tM

t.ra1a _ of Iat_tl'7 f.- , t.Iaol'O 1• .-u.- 10.... t.ra1a '.-

'bat 10 ..1nc to tho Ilridlllb Po _., it wi11 bo ...... to alPt. w......

tbat tbo ,..1_ a.. -riAc t.oMard. , • .,.lft1L1a. I ba.. juat..-.1'" a

I ,_U_ tbat a lotter 1. at at 'aut for _ ~ that ,11 ota 1. d\lO _ It.

cot two lot'-rli froa )'0", one writ-. b,. t.u.- and the othar writ-. b,.

Ot.arh. and _th.-, It t. DOW about throe oolodc and I ha......d th..-

10.... _a PIlp811'8 thro... belIidM trl'iUDc a I.tter to tho '.M. at Sf. .aul •

•
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Patriotic covet poat•• rked ·Ale~andri. Mi July 7/63"
One of • rev cover. without. letter.

AL£IAHDaJA June 29.1863.

I •• veil - You aee that I a. at a new place. it is 90 .ile. tovard, St
Paul and with In one day. drive of S.Uk Center.A tr'ln ca•• to the Fe
A [Probably Fort Ahereeo_bie 'lthou9h there vas. civill.n fort loc.ted
at Alexandria.SEE pl.n or Fort Alexandria in this COllection] a 6horl
t.i._ lifter the other one left _ It had goods for the Hudson Bay co. A
red river train _.t it at the fort and took the goods dovn to Ft Garry
ICanad •• Brlti,h NOrth A•• ric•. The Red River floved north,thuB down ~ould

be North] There va. over 200 tvo vheald carts[Red River Ox Carts} tn
the red rlver train, There 1. 100 waggons In this traIn. Were ordered
here as an e.cort tor thl. traln.with orders to return to the Ft atter
remaining here one day. it the Capt received no other orders tram belovo
We e~pect 75 horses here to tske to the Ft tor SIbl1y and 80me for Scouts
at the Pt.The mail ha. just cOllie in with a dispatch for us to remain here
till another train cOllies up and the 7S horses,We will probly have to stay
here 2 or 3 weeks ..... June 30th Our Capt is going to St Cloud with the
stage to day.Those aen that were vith those beef cattle fore Ft A and qot
killed alIso killed"one Soux.The cavelry escort that va. with the other
train found him dead a short distance frolll where the men were k111ed,and
near a slough in the tall grass. 1 sav his bones Or part of thea for hiS
legs arlll' and scull bones are taken.his hair lay scatered around ..... One
of the cavelry boys here got lOst while escorting this train up to the Ft.
they vere Scouting in the Alexandria Woods and this fellow got away froa
the other aen.vhen tvo Indians poped up right in the dlrcetion of the
other men _ fortunate enough they only had bows and arovs _ they shot at
him several times but had probly forgot how to use their bovs, he ran his
horse Into the brush and under the limb or a tree and vas thrown off. he
lost his horse - had his clothes all tore off of himself runlng through
brush. Tva men vere sent to look for him but did find him _ he was out tvo
days James E.Cady."
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