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INDIAN TERROR ON THE TOWA FRONTIER 1843

Dramatic letter describing atrocities on the Indian froatier in the Iowa Territory,Writtea
by Captain E.V.Sumner,commanding at Fort Atkinson,I.T., to Col.Henry Wilson,commanding at
Fort Crawford,Wisconsin Territory.

Fort Atkinson was built during the years 1B40-42, on the Turkey River,in present day Winne-
shiek County,lowa., It is about 50 miles due west of Fort Crawford and the Mississippl River
The fort was discontinued as a military post February 24,1849,

Following the Black Hawk War a "Neutral Ground™ was established on the west side of the
Mississippl River in the northeastern part of the Iowa Territory and the Winnebago Indians
were forced to move there from Wisconsin and Illinois {See map). The fort was built to pro-
tect the Winnebagos from predatory bands of other tribes. Simultanecusiy a Presbyterian
mission and school were erected,to educate and christianize the Indf{ans,under the Reverend
David Lowry,who was also the sub-agent to the Winnebagos. In 1848 the Winnebagos were moved
north to an area near Crow Wing,Minnesota Territory. Thus the reason for the abandonment of
Fort Atkinson the following year.

The post office was established August 15,1846,while in Clayton County,and then discont inued
May 31,1848, It was re-established January 9,1850 to the present time. No postmarks are known
during the short tarritorial period to December 28,1846,

Sumner's letter was carried by military courier to Fort Crawford.
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THE WESTERN MAILS

Fort Atkinson,l.T.
April 3,1B43.

Dear Sir; I have had a busy week here in consequence of the horrible
murders at Wilcox's settlement on the 25th ulto. I had the good for-
tune to catch the three murderers (Indians) in 36 hours after they
committed the act, and T have them now in my guard house, in frons.I
took them down to Wilcox's last saturday for the purpose of having
them {dentified by the wounded children and they, at once, clearly
recognized them, which secures the conviction of these fiends. This
ovtrage was accompanied by a crime, hitherto unheard of among northern
indi{ans. It seems the Indians went to the house on friday morning the
24th of March.and remained there through that day and the next.The house
was occupied by two men - Atwell and Teagarden and three children of
the latter - One a boy of 14 yrs another boy of 9 yrs and a little
girl between 7 and B, the mother was absent at a neighbors. On
Saturday evening the Indians began to show hostility - The father
Teaga-der was drunk and had gone to bed with the children - The Ind-
fans fivst killed Atwell - they then tied the hands of Teagarden,and
threv a bortle at h’s head, which roused him, and he sprang up perfec-
tly sobar, but his hands being tied he was entirely in their power.
They bea: him fo- some time, and then shot him through the head -They
then killed the youngest boy, by beating out his brains, and gave the
oldest boy five dreadful wounds in the back, with a spear of some
kind - The infernal villains then, all of them, ravished the little
girl and afterwards wounded her as they had the boy in the back - They
then set fire to the house, and went out, it is supposed, to find a
horse thet was near by. The little girl first recovered conciousness,
and roisad her oldest brother who had fainted - These children then
escaped out of the burning house. - It is about 2 miies atross a prarie
to Wilcox's the nearest house, and these poor children got lost, and
did not reach the house till morrning. - It was a bitter cold night (16
dagrees below zero at this post) the little girl, besides her other
freedful irjurfes, was very bacly frozen, and will lose one of her feet.
"+ ‘s & mirac.e that those chilidren did not perish on that prarie,from
=le2- wounds end the extreme <old, - I do not think they can survive -
Lr Eing who has visited them, thinks the little girl may live, but he
he. but litcle hope of the boy. It is said that 4 Winnebagos were murd
erav by whitez last month, 3 men and a woman. One man by a Dr.Taylor at
Us-atts settlement, without the leest provocation, another by a whiskey
or. the Mirsissippl ‘n £ drunken b-awl anothar by a trap gun set in a
acuse, ard the weren after be’ng horr’bly used, after tying and Seating
the husband, by a oumber of soiiers near Fort Crawford - 1 mention this,
Colonel in all frankness, knowing that you wili not suppose for a moment,
the: I 4ntenc %o cinvey any refiection upou yourself or officers - L am
£20 olf a sul'ier ro: to know the impossibility of controlling soldiers,
at al! :imus, wher cut of sight. I hope and trust there may be some mis-
take ‘n this affair. It i{s plain that an instant stop must be put to such
conduet on the part of the whites, or it will be utterly impossible to
keep the incians quiet on this frontfsr. 1 have applied to Dept Hd Quar-
ters to have this garrZson reenforced by another Infantry Company.My com-
mand. entire, is sufficient for the post but I am frequently obliged to
be absaent with the dragoons, and I do not think one Infy Compy, with the
present organization, is a suffecient garrison for any post in the Indian
Country. Tha average number for duty last month in K compy was 14,

Respectfully & truly yours
Col Wilson: E V Sumner Capt."
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The following two letters give a dramatic view of a military expedition into the
Indian country to obtain possession of the murderers of a white man (also see
Mary Clark’s letter, Oct. 13, 1844, Fig 232)

Head Qrs. 3rd Mil Dept.
St. Louis Mo. Sept. 5, 1844,
Sir Your communication to Colonel Davenport |William| of the 28th ult
enclosing a copy of one to you of same date from Mr. Bruce [Amos J, Indian
Agent| & of one from Mr. Riggs [Rev. Stephen R, a missionary| of the 26th ulto.
have been recelved & submitted to the Colonel commanding the Department,
who Instructs me to direct that you will take from your command at Fort
Spelling, as many Infantry, as when united with Capt. Sumner’s [Edwin Vose|
Conp:nyomrmyuuwdnmwﬁdmtmmmuhjmhﬂmmd
march into the Sissiton Country & there demand the surrender Lo you of the
man or men concerned in murdering the white man, north of the St. Peters
[rlv:rlauumwmwurmmmm&maufllr.ﬁmlm.m-hkh
murderer or murderers you will turn over to the nearest civil authority, having
jurisdiction of the case. Should they not be surrendered, you will take hostages
from the Chiefs or Principle men of that band, whom you will conduet to Fort
Snelling & detain there, until the murderers are given up, or until you receive
further instructions on the subject

I enclose a copy of a letter | have this day addressed to Col. Davenport, to
send you some Mackinaw Boats & ofone to Major Dearborn [Greenleaf], to order
Capt Sumner's compmn{pﬂmnl.m'rrlmedﬂﬂnux'.whthmmpmyh
hereby placed under your directions, & which you will order back to Fort
Atkinson [lowa Territory| as soon as you can dispense with its service,

Corn should be sent from your post to “Traverse des Sloux” without delay,
for the Dragoon horses, to keep them in condition to perform the service
required of them.

H.S. Turner
Cpt 1 Drag. AAA Genl
Lieut. Col. H. Wilson [Henry]
1st Inft Commel. Fort Snelling
St. Peters. Fort Snelling [lowa Territory|
T A TR S € W e Y, ., T 4
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ordered 1o investigate the matter and will forward the proceedings as soon as

N -r:-{a-"._

f""""""""’ thmmmp!mdwummnhmdﬂﬁoummzlu—w
) dragoons had marched for Fort Atkinson a few hours before our arrival They
PRI had been detached near Lac-qui-parie in consequence of the want of grass and
the lateness of the season with orders to proceed direct to Fort Atkinson. On the

e ar' b i:v:nu-n:orthtzﬂ:ﬂwtmdhywuanrmth:ﬂm;lnmepﬂfnmmnf
el - the duty assigned me I received much aid and information from Mr. H. H. Sibley

of the American Fur Co. and his agents generally. Mr. Brown was exceedingly

e = . active and successful and rendered the most important services. Mr. Riggs and
Dr. Williamson [Thomas S.| Missionaries at Traverse des Sioux and Lac-qui-

T g T puklﬁnrdtdmmuchh!mmﬂhnmdmdmuﬁn;dwmﬂm

The laat six days of our march was performed in cold weather and in a country
intersected by marshes, which render it necessary for the troops to march
frequently through mud and water filled with ice. But this and every other
requisite duty was performed cheerfully and readily by both Dragoons and
Infantry who merit the strongest evidence of approbation.

In conclusion [ beg to express my acknowledgement for the able assistance
afforded me on all and every occasion throughout the expedition by those two
very excellent officers Capt. Sumner and Backus |Capt. Electus].

1 am, sir,
very reptl
your ob Servant

N.B. The notes taken on the march by Lieut. Selden by my direction, together

fﬂ-ln;*’;? A-me
e
J‘{' f’r-tl-i‘-u
.~.: A %

- v 4
'

g "{m'& with a sketeh of the country, would have been transmittted with this but forthe
. want of time to have it embodied when 1 left this Post. The moment it is received
Aondains Aot it shall be forwarded.
. Head Quarters Detachment 1st Inf.
decd o ZAY Fort Snelling LT,

H. Wilson
Lieut: Col: 1st Infantry Comd.

|Lt. Col. Henry Wilson, 1813-1861 Army. Died Feb. 21, 1872.]
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THE WESTERN MAILS

Head Quar Detachment 1st Inl
Fort Snelling LT.
241h Ociober 1544

Sir:

In complisnce with your instructions of the Sth of September last, (received
on the 16th) 1 moved from this Post on the 15th ult. for the Sisseton Country, for
the purpose of demanding a surrender of the persons implicated in the recent
murder of Mr. Wakon [Watson |, near Lac [Lake| Travere. The Detachment
{including the Surgeon and mysell), consisted of seven officers, eight non-
commissioned officers, and sixty privates. We embarked on the evening of the
Elghteenth ult in four Mackinac Boats, and eight canoes, and on the seventh day
(24th Sept) arrived al Traverse des Sioux. Capt Sumner with his troop of
Dragoons arrived at the same point on the previous day. We carried in our Boats
both provisions and forage, and by my direction, a boat followed, five or six days
after, with an additional supply. It was with the utmest difficalty that | oblained
five small carts [Red River ox carts), each drawn by a single ox; Lo transport our
provisions, but with this slender outfit, we commenced our march for Lac
Travere, a distance of about one hundred and sixty miles. The country was
rendered exceedingly soft in many places by recent rain, and the duty of
extricating the carts and oxen from the numerous swamps crossed during the
first four days of our march, though severe and trying was cheerfully performed
by the Infantry, On the 27th we passed Le Fromboise [Joseph Laframboise|
trading post, and Lac-qui-parle on the 2nd Oct. and on the 5th we arrived at the
American Fur Company trading post near the head of Big Stone Lake. On the
20h of September | met with a Mr. Brown [Joseph Renville | who trades near Lac
Travere with the Indians aboul to visit. [ despatched him with a fniendly message
to assemble the Indians, who had gone on their fall Buffalo Hunt & make known
my ohject in visiting them with an armed force. He performed the duty assigned
him in a most satisfactory manner. ]| moved on the 8th of Oct to Fresniers
trading Post on Lake Travere 1o wait the action of Brown who was hunting for
the murderer and his accomplices. The lateness of the season, the scarcity of
grass for the horses and cattle and the coldness of the weather, all reminded me
that despatch was requinite. | therefore marched with the dragoonson the 1 ith
to Brown's 30 miles beyond, leaving the Infantry, who were somewhat crnppled
by their marches and labors, to rest and prepare for any subsequent emergency.
On my arrival at Brown’s post he had just returned with the principle chief, who |
assembled in Council. They willingly surrendered four young men named by me
who were accessories to the murder of Wakon, several persons among whom
was Brown, hunted for and found on James's River the lodge of the man who
fired the first gun but he had fled. The Chiefls agreed to deliver him, and another
accomplice as soon as they could find them Having given the Indians some
friendly advice in Council which | believe will have its due weight for the security
of the whites, in their persons and property, that may here after pass through
their country. We returned to camp at Fresniere on the 12th, and on the [3th |
sezed, in our camp, unother [ndian, who was a member of the same war party
that committed the outrage upon the Drovers, but belonged to one of the lower
bands and was, | understood, regularly receiving his annuity from the govern-
ment.

On the l4th we commenced our return march, with the five prisoners, who
were placed under the charge of the officer of the day and guard with authority
to call for as strong a guard as he deemed necessary, and orders o shoot the
prisoners if they attempted to escape. At about 2 o'clock on the morning of the
10th October, at Bear River, the five prisoners made their escape from the guard.
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The following excerpts are from a letter written by a Mary S. Clark from Fort

Snelling on “October 13th 1844 Oddly enough Mary reparts the return of the

expedition into the Sisseton country under Col Wilson (see previous letters).
Mr. Masten Lt Frederick HL has been absent for a month having been sent with
troops up the 5. Peters together with Col Wilson — Dr. Turner — Lieuts
Carpenter — Denman — Seldon & Capt. Backus — we are expecting them down
daily ... Fort Snelling is a delightful Post much pleasanter | think than Fort
Crawford. The people here are agreeable and sociable ... [Mary continues with
the coming and going of various persons and personal matters. Then ... | Wewere
all awakened last night by what at first seemed the howl of Indians but proved to
be the ery of fire — you can readily imagine the confusion which pervaded
through the garrison. The gallery was soon thronged with ladies in their
nightcaps — each eagerly inquiring where is it? where is k? One lady was seen
walking down the gallery holding a candle in her hand and upon being
questioned as to whither she was going answered with as much coolness as
poasible, “1 am going home Lo save some cloths for my two children Kit and Bob®.
She was arrested however in her progress by the intelligence that the fire was in
the Commissary store and would soon be extinguished which proved to be the
fact ... | am expecting every moment to hear the cry of Steamboat when the
gallery will be agaln thronged and made the scene of many bets and conjecture
as to who are the passengers and what news the mail contains ... The Steamboat
Otter has at length arrived and brought an addition to our society this winter —
having on It two sisters of Lt. Carpenter — they are neither of them young and
are the ugliest looking mortals in creation. Our garrison will number this winter
15 ladles. We are Invited this evening to attend a card party at Lieut Woods, The
Steamer Lynx which Is expected hourly will bring us Capt. Plummer with his
bride ... The troops Just returned and are all well ... They took 5 Indlans as
prisoners, who much to the mortification of the command escaped. Lt. Seldon
was officer of the guard at the time of thelr escape and Is to be summoned
before & court martlal this morning to give his defence.

Postmarked "Fort Snelling Oct. 25" 1844, lowa Territory, and addressed to
Temple Clark, Green Lake, Wisconsin Territory.



THE SPIRIT LAKE MASSACRE

Certificate of service,in Company B,Battalion of Volunteers,by John
L.N.McFarlane,following the massacre of the settlers at Lake Okoboj
and Spirit Lake,in northwestern Towa.




THE WESTERN MAILS

On March 8th and Oth of 1857 a renegade Sioux Indian by the name of
Inkpaduta and his small band brutally slaughtered the settlers at Lake Okoboji
and Spirit Lake in lowa in what has become known to history as the Spirit Lake
Massacre. After killing all but three white women, who were taken into captivity,
the Indians headed north to the little settlement of Springfield [now Jackson | in
the Minnesota Territory. On the morning of March 26th they attacked the
settlers, who had been warned of their approach, resulting in more bloodshed,
death and the captivity of one more woman. Of the four women taken into
captivity, two were eventually murdered and the other two were finally
ransomed by John Other Day and two other Indians. Inkpaduta and his band
were never apprehended and this failure to capture and punish Inkpaduta
could have been a fundamental cause for the great Sioux outbreak and
massacre of 1862. The following letter written from Traverse des Sioux just three
weeks after the attack on Springfield dramatically describes the confusion and
terror created by Inkpaduta and his band. The western frontier of lowa and the
Minnesota Territory were under alarm and up in arms:

THE SPIRIT LAKE MASSACRE

Certificate of service,in Company C,Battalion of Volunteers,by John
Bradshaw,following the the Spirit Lake Massacre,It is signed for
Captain J,C,Johnson,by John Maxwell with the notation that Johnson was
lost 1in the Expedition. Johnson and Wm,E.Burkholder had become lost {n
the deep snows and both froze to death.
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SPIRIT LAKE, IOWA.

Post Office was established as LAKE CITY,with Robert U.Wheelock
as postmaster,on Dec,2,1857, The name was changed to SPIRIT LAKE on Oct,27,1858,
Letter by postmaster Wheelock regarding the failure of the mails due to almost
impasible roads. The cover bears his FREE frank and postmark under date of Apr 26

1859, It was Robert Wheelock and two other men discovered,on March 16th,the blood-
shed and terror that was Spir{t Lake. Wheelock was a member of Company A
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IN THE WAKE OF SPIRIT LAKE
James Hinds writes to his folks from "Traverse des Sioux M.T. April 13th 1857:....Early on
Sunday morning (yesterday) a messenger came in from Mankato (15 miles above) with word
that the Sioux Indians had killed and burned every thing before them up as far as the
Watonwon River 10 miles west of Mankato - 20 miles Erom here and that an {mmediate attack
was expected upon the town of Mankato, The allarm was given by Ringing bells Eiring guns
&c which called out some 500 men all armed and Equipped. A Commander was elected an at
Eleven 0'Clock the Company started for Mankato with provisions & for a 20 day siege., Capt
McLeoud*and myself left on horse in advance of the main body - reached Mlankato) at dark.A
skirmish with the S{oux Band nunbering 700 warrfors was had in the morning on the Mankato
Band 10 miles west of Mankato, Some on both sides killed. The Company being fortified
we left at midnight for Traverse after a larger Company. Rode for 20 miles through a storm
sleet drifting full in our faces. Reached home at 2 this morning, The women and ¢hildren
have all left their homes and fortified in stone buildings here in town,As soon as we return-
ed the Allarm bells were again rung and a company of horss 100 strong will be ready to
start at Eleven ‘'Clock. T am enlisted as & private during the war., Guards surround the
town day and ndght and esnsternation and dread find a place in every heart. But they must
be subdued. 1000 troops from Fort Ridgely and Snelling have been sent and a requisition for
300 stands of Arms. The Company are just ready to start, The Land office Building i{s con-
verted {nto a guard house. I have had but little rest for 2 weeks and feel somewhat t{red.

But duty calls all who can 80 = and go I shall let the result be as it may......lames Hinds."
Cover bears a copy of the 1851 (ssue postmarked at TRAVERSE des STOUX M,T.APR 16,1857,

*George A.McLeod,



HIS LIFE AND TIMES

THE SIOUX WAR
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INDIAN TERROR IN NORTHWEST TOWA
FOLLOWING THE STOUX OUTBREAX AT
NEW ULM,MINNESOTA

D: Edwin Bruce writes to the Governor,under date of "Esterville Emitt County Towa Aug.
28 1862".veporting Indian depredations, just eleven days after e fNew Ulm Massacre:
"Dear Sir T have the painfull duty to perform to notify that we have just returued
from & reconitevring of a Despert Massacre of our frontier settlers - We found taings
fn truly a depicrable condition = at the first house we found ons man killed and one
boy woundac - at the second two killed and at the third house one woman and three
children - at the fourth one man - some of the dead ware shot through the head - some
through the heart and lungs and some ware shot with buck shot - one little boy had
bis brains dashisd out-agaicat the end of & lcg 1 have under my care now two boys
that ware wounded one shot In the right arm - the other a glancing shot on the head
ang stabad in cthe right side and T think {t wi{ll ke mortai - two wounded children ware
takan to Spitit 'ake - one has sence dind and t3= other will undoutedly die - The like
of barberous brutal:ity I nevsr wittnessed before - housas ware striped of all there
contents and witerly Destroyed and many of the Fam‘lies, there husbands and 5Sons ware
and stiil zre i the United States cervis - We are trylu in a destitute condition - We
are out el evms end out of emontion - £f you will send us arms & amonition please
notify our eitfzens of the same - our Provost macsh{als) name {s Graves or you can
write to me or rhe poustmaster - I was captin of the forcs sent to releive the settlers
- If we cant get powdar lesd and caps and arms we might abandon our setile ments and
lzave exposed to merciless saveges all of the scattering inhbetants here on the front-
ier which will be an unteld damage te the Stste, Dr.Edwin Bruce/Acting captin for the
present,"

-
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THE SIOUX WAR

INDIAN TERROR ON THE NORTHWESTERN
TOWA FRONTIER 1852,

"Dear Sir [ wrote you a fiew lines setting forth the particulars of the Masacrec that took
place on the river(W.Ft.Des Moines river)above us and would further state that sence there
has bsn one dead Sody found and entered - in all 10 dead and two wounded and 7 missing -
the North Settlers here are abandoning there houses as fast as they can - a general Indlan
war is upon us and we mus(t) prepare for it amediately - We have organized iato malitia
all the men in the county and all are compelled to act on the defenclve at present - our
eitizens are defending our place the best they can and quite a number of men are imployed
building a fort to defend our village - We hope to have it completed in a fiew weeks - the
citizens up the river have abandoned all and ryshed down here in perfect swarms - {t i{s a
complet panac upon all business - the gentle man whare I make my head quarters lodgies and
feeds at least fourteen to twenty every day of wimon and children - provision of all kind
are getting short and no mills eny whare neare this place - the house of Mr.Robert P.Ridely
{s made the hospitle for the wounded and thsy are about eat out of house and home and 1
think they should be halped some to provisions and clothing espelc)il clothing for the
winter - 1 am about out of Medicines and have no Instrements - If you will please send me
a case....surgical instrements and a small asortment of hospitle Medicines T will be very
thankfull - I dont think it would be good policy to Draft (men) from this North tefr of
counties. We are sparce;y settled here but most of the settlers are brave undaunted and
Determined in there persuit and will defend there homes if they can but have {not) the
arms and amunition and doe credit to our noble little State - there has at least forty
fanflies ben driven from there homes and are the most of thelm) crowded into litcle log
huts that had ben abandonad by the citizens here after building themselves better homes,

Edwin Bruece M.D.
N.B. If you want my cerveses in this part of the State cervis It {s at your dispnsel - I

was an oficer in the Mexican War and can fight Indians If it 1s required for me to doz 0
- my age 48 last December - birth place Scotland - raised in Pensylvania - removed west in
(18)55 - settled in Magee Co - Kansas (now Cherokee Co.,) - was chaced off by rebels and now
the Indians are trying it Dr Edwin Bruce."

1862 anv 1868



MINNESOTA

SAINT PAUL. Soldiers letter endorsed by William Crooks while in the
field, commanding the 6th Minnesota Volunteers, during the Indian
wars following the Sioux uprising. Crooks was the son of Ramsay
Crooks a former president of the American Fur Company.

SIOUX AGENCY.This was the Lower Sioux Agency located on the Minnesota
RIVER N.W.of Fort Ridgely.The Post Office was established while in
Nicollet County and then to Renville County February 20,1855.1It was
diseontinued January 16,1863.The Agency played a major role during the
Indian troubles in the late 1B850s and the Sioux Massacre of 1862. The
cover shown is postmarked SIOUX AGENCY MINN MAR 24/62.



Indians and Rebels

By FLOYD E. RISYOLD

N Novewber 30, 18562, Junws
E. Caly adilresed an envel
litde  brother,
Leewrze, [roan ml Abererombie on
the Resl River of the North. Tt was
sigmificant that this was a "patrietic
beariiz a2 pictsre of @
farmer boy will seytle in hamd and
the legend, *We are coming Father
Abraham GOON more.™

Janies was :..: cighteen years old
when he answercd Lincoln's call for
“O00000 more™ and 1he following
shelch  of the Eighih Minnesols Vel-
unteer Regiment is based on one
hundred letlers of James E Cady, all
addressed 1o his “fulks back home™
Fiftyscren wrere dispateliesd from the
lndian [rootier, and forty-three from
the zrealer war in the South,

The Eizhth was or=anisod dluring
the dark days of the Relwlli
mosl suntlaeesly with the Sious
oulbreak in  Minnesota. Insiead of
South te fght rebels, the
nished 1o Lhe In
fronticr. The ien cotnpanies of (e
Eighth were senl 1o various places
as the situation warranted  James's
npany 0 Wil CORp bes b Pod
oy '|!F“--b*

ope le los

envedu e

. al

lfoups were

=, Minnesata, 1o
the Rl I

i H—..p.!.'--

The following excerpls are [rom
his letier date-linesd “F1. Al rimnloe
Sept. 2, 62"

..._s.._. reached the lort last evening
___..:_“ 13 days on our journey | from
Foet Soclling ). They had some fight-
ing with the Indians yesterday in
which two men were killed and
wounded. We traveled about 6 miles
over one days journey out from Sank
Center and found a man thal was
killed by the lndians lying on a side
hill all ewt and stabed with knives
his head cul off and was shot twiee,
We heard of the act before we got
there. Some too or three men saw
the Indians chase him and shoot at
hime 3 times. Saw him fall Trom his
horse. Saw the Tudians run upp Lo
him then drag him by the heals off 10
the hill his head was found whare he
was shot mostly skined, We took it
to whare the body was, —We stoped

3406

James E. Cady, of Eghth Minnessta Vol
wnteer ..-..-..II_,. Original - o the Riuveld

that night al ooe of “Burbanks sta-
tioees which had been burned up cne
wan was shol there some three weoks
age some men buried the ody abont
ane woeek alier. When we zol there
the zrave haid been dugz open and a
large stick jamed inlo the colin and
the corps cul all o pesos. The
Cavelry lilhal the ziave g, The oext
day we reached the Ft nol however
wilhunt soring some [ndians all of
which done the best running  they

could, vpe jrarty ul 13 were s clos
that we could see cloarly that they
were diossed o US unilorms with
LS, rifles. The sisht ol sach b
dians made us think that the Fi
(Fort) was take
ool lake thom as our criy woiikel
casly have done. they wore afraid
that they had a larpe loree in the
timideer which they started for bt
il they bad known that the Fi was all
right they could bhave got them be
fare they gped in pun shal of the
el L._.._ H

i@ wWe nl

waonsls. they |
molivned their ds a1 us, fired Iwo
shiods af Lt | ook baart amy of
us. When we gl b the FI we heand
that they had had o fphi in e
msornang widh e Daliaos. a pany wi
men oot of the Ft wf M) wenl acrosd
the river amd were attacded by 50
lodiams il Gises poeni Kilkes] smed ome
l.:r._-.-—-.-_ m._ua.i el e af _..__ I? ..._-:—
they killed any ludians or nd as
every wawe thal they shol st would
fall at the flash of the =un. our mes
baud o leave their deasd oo the Geld
this morning a company or two wensl
wver aller them, they (vuml them all
el lis pciocs. e was scalped and
hits whiskers taken ol anid 2 e
wl Meshi taken Troin lus Bie lurs
knere and the call ol his leg also
lat hiis bl

—_

U waes ol ....L:._.._.m
ail head were enl ofl, amd e was

Hand-colored valentines which James E. Cody sent his young brather.

September 7, 1963 ¥ STAMIPS



FiEiTer
Gt

et




Indians amd Rebels
(Continued  from page 318)

luok su much like leaves that they are
hard to be seen. —1 saw dbout a
dozeti dead rebols, and ooe woundod
on the held, but when we were going
o the FLo (Fortnes Rusecrans) |
saw a pood many woewsded rebels
and vur meen wounded and domd as
we passed the Ambulances.” The
furepuving s ooly a small part ol liis
description of the action around
Fortress Wosecrans and the battle of
Murfressboro,

On December 318 he wrote [rom
Columbia, Tennesscoe: “We have lelt
Murfreesboro. We have been as-
sizned to the 23rd Army Corps Ist
Division 3 Brigade. Under Com-
mand of Gen Scofield.” Here they
were ordered to North Carolina via
Washington, D.C. They march o
Clifion, Tenncsce, amd were pul
aboard steamboats going down the
Teancssee Kiver into the Ohiv, then
up the Ohio to Lovisville. From this
point they woere marched around e
rapids and pul in smaller hoals for
Cincinnati. From here Lhey wonl 1o
Washington in unhealed box cars.

The Eishth arrived in Washington
the Iast day of March looking so
rough anmd lough that they were
dubbed “Sherman's Woodticks.™ On
February 17 James wrole a letter to
his little brother, Hobari, on ihe
Lack of two large hand<olored val-
entines. One piclured a comic soldicr
with a gun titled A RAW RECRUITS
and the other To A pracooN, aml
which pictured a soldier being
bucked off lis horse.

On February 23 he wrole from on
board the steanship Aderial that be
was headed for Moorchead City,
North Carolina, amd Sherman's
Army. In later letters he described
some of the action around Kingston
and the exciling limes resulting from
Sherman’s march to the sea. From
this point on the Eighth served as
a military police force for the vie
torious Union Army. James's lotlers
from Haleigh and Charlotte, N.C.
describe the country amnd evenls an
the Eiglth remained to oceupy the
area after Sherman's old  army
moved north, James's reports include
the statement the “two whole Brie
gades™ wore put in Raleigh to pre-
vent the Hlinois troops from burning
the town on learning of the assassi-
nation of Alraham Lineoln,

In Jumess last letter, datelined
“Charlotte, N.C. July 8th, 1865", he
advised, “1 am coming home in @
few days, —if you woant lo sce
soldiers come up 1o Ft Suelling.”

So alter almost three long years
James E. Cady and the Eighth Min-

nesola came  home—home  from a
long and varied service extending
from Fort Snelling 1 e muuth of
the Yellowstone in Montana, lo Ten-
nessee, Washington, Fort Fisher, and
North Carolina. From Northern In-
dians Lo Southern rebels, the Eighth
suw # prealer varicly ol service amd
travelod wore miles than any wihor
reguncat in the United Stales Army,

FOUTNOTES

Mlmar wl Ve brtders mind evechaes frue e
llise Cwsintsy sve padriele cormel  fSres
amdl  ltberloesbs. (kv ity owerlaes ary
ik insrlesd Frvem Forl Sascdling, Forl AlaT
conasee, Pl Bigley, Foal Nokgely. swd Furt
Woanwddel

2 Daitesk was e propreisr ol fhe Nesth-
westrim  Stage Uospasy 3wl thes was o
ol B wEEgE sdadlmee

B Lkitle Uiws, the Siews beador on the wptis
g was sled weas Jlubchines Himowds
i Judy 1. IS

4 Dilicial rataldiabasest dsg i July ¥ 1584
It mesy be that Gowevsl Saliys ropat wan
dlatedd July Wik el ke e sctsally Luad
il b wate wm July ik s usses prperia
Thas smay b the eariesd leites cwcr wrstien
frnms Frrl Miee. The cwvriege m
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FRT SHELLING. Letter written by James E. Cady the day after he
arrived at FORT SNELLING from lake City - September 7,1B62, on the
stearboat KEY CITY. Mostly about his clothes and various persons now
with him. Cover shown belongs to a previous letter not found in the
correspondence.
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Lake City Aug 12th 1862

Dear Friends

I am well at the present time all though my bowels
pained me considerable last Sunday and night. a little on monday on the
account there of I did not work on monday, Have been and am now to work
for Mr Gaylord, I have all ready worked out $45.00 here. Have $6.70 yet
dome me, I have paid all of :h;;u taxes but ia?g: Will have thu-ocz:id
in afew days., Gibbs oes me ,20 borrowed money yet has paid me.$19.90 .
It rains here to day. I will send my likeness to Hobart in this letter.
I have a case for it which I will bring home when I come, Last night I
heard and played myself on an acecordian till nearly eleven oclock, find
it a very easy instrumant to learn to play on got so that I could play
one part of one tune, could learn my self to play on one of them the
person that played fore me . learned him self can play some fifty tunes
and Iu.'luot had the thing but Six months. It is a bout the hanssomist ~
one th;t I ever saw. I have received my in struction book It coat me
33?:;. Armstrong agreed to leave those papers at his house but come to
go there I find that they are not there and guess that he has not maild
them out, Sterry has not got that morgage yet sess he is a fraid there
is some truble a head perhaps about that draft or some thing else., I am
a fraid so to, am a fraid that uncle will not give up the morgage on
what he has received, have you got things strait out there yet. they are
in a great huraugh hear about the draughting buisness, but the news has
came that any town has the right to furnish her quota of the 600,000,
Volinteers if they can and Lake City has great hopes of doing so. they
have War meetings about every night have raised some whare in the
neighbor houd of lf;ﬂﬂf:;, and think that they will be able to rais
3,0:0.::: Mr Averil has Volenteered every body is at me to Volenfteer,
had not I beeter do so mother. If I do not enlist while I have a chance
I may be draughted and them not get much more than half of my pay. I had

my mind made up to come home last monday but they said that any body



A ebiicolonie

RIS LIFE

o L oot AND TIMES
Ko n Fe4
A, & . :
; THE SIOUX WAR
- N att Eir=e M -~z - _T:' -
Chrreghicy somt’ el Ll 1862 sry 1868,
e sy e o e L
..""-.'f il T . _. s._’l’ Al g mgled s AP .‘._;_) P‘H—-n.ﬂ‘d_

SHOCK WAVES OF THE SIOUX
UPRISING.

FALLS OF THE ST. CROIX August 30,1862. Although the Indian upris-
ing was far to the northwest of St.Croix Falls,this letter describes
the fear and terror of what might happen if the Chippewa joined the
Sioux. The following guotes are from the letter dated at"Falls of S5t
Croix Wis.Aug 28th 1862.........We are much afraid of the Indians.You
no doubt ,have read in the papers of the horrible things they have been
doing not many miles from here.We are much afraid that the Chippewa
will join the Sioux and we then be in danger. We rise every morning very
thankful that wve have not been scalped and our house burned.Some of the
people of this place are leaving and many families are moving from the
country into this village and the one opposite (Taylor's Falls)in order
for safety. The men have formed themselves into a company to drill so as
to be prepared for the Indians should they come. We hope the Governor
will station a Regiment here before the Chippewas return from their pay-
ment [annuity] at Lake Superior.I try to be cool and contented but I
tremble every time I look at an Indian." This was written five days after
the last battle at New Ulm - August 23,1862.
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FOST. SAUK CHNTRE, MINN,, 1%1 OCCUMED BY CO. R §TH MIXN

CIVILIAN FORTS ON THE MINNESOTA FRONTIER.

"Eairhaven, Minn August 29th /62..... We went to Clear Water expected the Indians
would be here before nipht - The men commenced a Fort here so we thoughed we would

be as safe here as there - They are building a nice Fort at Clear Water - The St -
Cloud people are fortifying Upper St- Cloud. We are building a fortification around
our log stable. There s the greatest exctiment in Minnesota that ever was known in
the world - every town i{s buliding a fortification." Lydia then names the famalies
that are leaving because of the Indian war...."so you see we are nearly alone.....1
would go away but I dont want to leave my folks here. I dont think the Sicux will

be here but the yesterdays paper says the Chippaways have united with the Sioux but
doni worrfie about me, for I think we shall be perfectly safe in our Fort,{f we should
be attacked. 1 dont think the Chippawa will get as far as this.(They didnor join (n
with the Sioux). There was & company of one hundred Cavelery went through this town
this morning on their way to Forest City, and another Company will be here tomorrow -
They told me not to be afraid we should be protected. There were three wvounded men
stayed here last night - two will probably die - ones name was Foot - one groaned

all night suffered intensly - it was horrid how Foots wife kept fifteen Indians away
from the house - she was slightly wounded - she was here yesterday and told us all
the particdlars about it - she would =ry as though her heart would brake - there
naighbors fami{ly were nearly all killed. They took two girls prisoners - one twelve
the other seventeen. The Indians shamefully abused the cldest - took every rag of her
clothes off and used her all night - it makes my blood boil - T wish 1 could have the
priviladge of popping one over.,..... There has'nt many left Kingston - they have
fortified the flouring mill - There is'nt only three women in Forest City. 1 wish vou
could be here I should feel so much safer - still I am big enmough to take care of my-
self, ...1f I had a gun and could pet a chance to fire at an Indian (I would).... I
hought one dollars worth of stamps as you ordered.....The report is Bill Maybee is
killed and three others - I sav him last monday - he said he was'nt afraid of the
Indians - said he was going home to see {f their house was burned and the poor fellow
was killed the next morning...its awful - there has one thousand Cavelery gone up the
Minnesora River and the sixth Regiment and four companys beside - they arnt going to
leave until evary Sioux is dead - they have had orders to follow until they kill
every one and they will serve the Chippaways the same {f they brake out - Da you
think T had better stay here {f the Indian war lasts long. Our folks tell me te go -1
want to but 1 cannot po and leave them {f they should be killed and zon - 1 would
rather die. But 1 guess any of us wont be killed in this town. I wish you could pop
in and see our Fort.,......The men (soldiers) that go through take every house they
come to - they have taken every house in Kingston., I expect they will take every
house here yet.....Since I commenced this letter (was a) girl the Indians took and
abused so hais come here come here to stay all night, poor girl I pitty her she looks
o sad,... 1 wish you could pet a furlough my dear and come home and stay a little
while I want to see you so bad......Good night dearest from..Lida Butler."

Cover postmarked"Fair Haven Min Aug 27/62" & received at "CAIRO ILL SEP 4 1862".



TNDIANS ATTACK THE REDWOOD AGENCY & FORT RIDGELY.

Un the morning of August 18,1862 the Indians attacked the Redwood Agency
and on the 20th Fort Ridgely. Letter shown was written by trader Nathan
Myrick on the 20th of August to Captain Charles E.Flandaru asking for
help. Nathan's brother Andrew had been killed on the 18th at the Redwood
Indian Agency. It was Andrew, who refused credit to the Indians, and told
them to "eat grass" {f they were hungary. When Nathan found his body it
been mutilated and his mouth stuffed with pgrass. Nathan writes from the
town of Lafayette on August 20th:

"1 have just returned from near the Fort (Ridgely). When within
6 miles saw two large volums of smoke & heard firing of guns.
When within 1/2 mile of the Hill on this side saw one man dead
with his throat cut & could see distenet firs - one no doubt
the Govmt Stables & the other Randals house or store. I retur-
ned from there & will go to St Peter to night. If you can
spare a force you had better send to their releif or the Fort
may fall into the hands of the Indians. N. Myrick”
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INDIAN WAR ON THE MINNESOTA FRONTIER

FORT KIMBAL. Followinz the Sinux attack on Hew Ulm, the
Minnesota frontier was thrown into a state of confusion
and serror. HYund-eds of people abandoned their homes and
farms and Eled to the larger towns for protection.Saint
Cloud, Clear Water,Sauk Center,Maine Prairie and others,
began buflding log fortifications and osrganizing malitia
companies for dafense against the Indians. The letter
above was written Erom FORT KIM3AL, which had been built
for protection, at Maine Prairie, on September 21,1862
and put in the mails,as per postmark, st "Fair llaven Min
Sapt 22"

The €ollowing quotes are from the letter: "In conciguence
of tha Iadian war we are having 1 came to this place
where thay are well fortified - our sentinals have been
Fired upon twice and there has been two or three attacks
on small parties - two days ago one of the Field girls
was attacked and an attempt to carry her off but being
near they failed - they tore her close bad and cut her
gomea in their attempt to stab her....J.C.Boobar."
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THE WESTERN MAILS

"WE HAVE SEEN MORE OF THE HORRARS OF WAR THAN YOU HAVE"

Fair Haven Aug.3lst 1862.,..We are having quite a serious trouble here with the
Indians.they have already killed a great many but I cant believe we shall be
killed by them. We have been some frightened but are geting over it. there has
been large forces sent out - I dont believe they dare come this side the Big
Woods. I have told Eliza (Lida) to go down river (Minnesota) - she is not obl-
iged to stay like the rest of the family. We went out to Clear Water and stayd
two days - Eliza was jest as home sick as she could be - in fact we was all
pleased to get home. I had almost as soon die as to leave my home - T know you
will feel anxous about us - I wish you was at home - I never thought it was
right to take so many men from Minnesota while we were surrounded by savages.
We have jest hird that they {Indians) have left the Fort (Fort Ridgly) (See
note below) - gone to Yellow Medicen with one hundred and fifty wimen & chil-
dren Prisoners - did 1 ever belfeve we was comeing to this - we think &, talk
but little about the Southern war(Civil) - we hsve it at home - I dont doubt
but we have seen more of the horrars of war than you have - we have seen three
wounded - two that were taken prisoners and a great number that have lost they
(their) friend - had them shot down in theys presance - How pleased we would
be to know that the Minnesota Regts were comeing home to help kill those
Savages - We have hird that the Third Regt. was comeing, hope it is so - If
the Chipewas arc quicte we shall be all right........Ever one that coses here
thinks our fort {s good for two hundred Indian - You know they dont have any
big guns.,......Yours {n love Mother™

e e e s e e R
Cover postmarked“CLEZAR WATER MIN SEP 2" and "Due 3 cts" in manuscript.
Addressed to Lieut.B.F.Butler/Co.D Fourth Regt.Min Vol/Corinth Miss.
It also contained a letter from Butler's sister Nellie. She comments on how
some of the men “are really frightend - T think I dont like to see the men
such cowards - 1 should think they would be ashamed to let any one know {f
they were frightened.”

Fort Ridgely was besfeged by the Indians on August 19th, just 12 days before
this letter was written and 14 days before the Sioux Indians turned the Minn-
esota frontier into a reign of bloodshed and terror, at the time the country
was involved in Civil war,

Butler's wifes name,before they were married,was Eliza Tucker,but she signed
her letters and he addressed her as "Lida". Shortly after this letter was
written, Lida went to stay with relatives in Detroit,
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JAMES CADY writes home from "Sauk Center Sept 18/1862..It is one month today
since T have enlissted. We have marched 150 miles and have 100 miles more to
march, John Casual {s nuse (news) carrior from the fort (Abercrombie) to St.
Paul with one other man - have just got nuse from the fort. he {is with us
going back. he says that he thinks that we will have to fight our way to the
fort. T write here because it i{s the last place that the mail {s carried from.
do not know when we will have a chance to write again. One of the companies
that was here have gone back to St.Paul. the other infintry and Caverly has
gone on 20 miles from this place. We have been marchain 8 days, We have one
Indian - 3 squas - a papoose is at Ft Snelling. there was a half breed shot

by the caverly and scalped at this place - he belonged to one of the companies
(probably a scout) that was with the caverly, but they (Indians) saw him on
the prairie and killed him and toock a soldiers cap from his head to scalp him.
We are in the Indian contry now. A Woman told us yvesterdy that the Indians had
killed a boy and scalped him in the woods the night before. a part ~f the com-
piny saw an Indian day before yestredy...." Cady then reports that the farms,
houses, fields, l1ivestock have all been abandoned and to write to him at Fort
Abercrombie. The patriotic cover is stamped and postmarked "Sau Ctr Min/Sept
21".
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CADY'S FIRST INDIAN FIGHT.

James Cady writes his first letter after arriving at Fort Abercroabie under date
of "Sept 29/62": "I am well and sound. We reached the Ft. day befora yeaterday.The
The messingers leave today so [ will write to have them carry my letter.they will
go once in awhile during this winter.....We war= 13 days on our journey. To day

is ‘Sunday. the men are a cutting brush acrost the river. Some are dig ag entrench-
monts arround the Ft to day - the same as {f it was not Sunday....Last Friday we
had a battle with the Indians before breakfast. We had one man - a duch teamster
whosa team was fired (upon) - mortily wounded in the bowels, he died about 11

o clock that night. We saw no less than four dead Indians draged by the heals.The
Indians soon found out that we had a new force at the Ft and they soon drawed

back in the brush, then we could sees nothing but their(gun)Smoke and then we
would pore in a deadly fire into the brush. The cannon wood fire {nto such places.
They howled like every thing at first but we soon shut them up. Our Chipeway half
breeds and full bloods wood answer them back and try to get them to cross the
river - Now you can say that your son has been in an Indian fight....,Which was
more than I expected so soon......James E. Cady." This letter and the long one of
the 29th were apparently sent in the same envelope. The cover is missing. From the
two letters his arrival date at Fort Abercrombie would be September 28,1962,



FORT ABERCROMBIE,DAKOTA TERRITORY

James Cady writes from Fort Abercrombia the day after his arrival from
Fort Snelling. He tells of the journey from Sauk Center in preat detafil
and describes the fort as he first saw it - that there was no stockade
around {t.

"Ft Abercrombie Sept 29 62".Ws reached the Ft last evening being 13 days on
our journey. They had some fighting with the TIndians vesterday {n which two
men were killed and one wounded. We traveled about 6 miles over one days
journey out from Sauk Center and found a man tha: was killed by the Indians
lying on a side hill all cut and stabed with knives. his head cut off - was
shot twice, Wa heard of the act before we got there., Some two or three men
saw the Indians chase him and shoot at him 3 times. Saw 4Sim fall from his
horse. Saw the Indfans rum up to him - then drag him by the heals off to the
hill. his head was found whare he was shot mostly skined, We tock it to
whare the body was. 1 saw the bSody which had been lying there 2 weeks the
day before we got there. he was shot in the left shoulder which came out of
the elbow - Was stabed over the hart and through the ribs. had on nothing
but pants and boots. Was all moetifyed (mortified). The same day the caverly
drove a party of Indians from their camn fire and toock a baglply with two
knives in {t. tea im cups - baskets and numeroius other Indian things all of
which we have with us. the knives, one had 13 notches cut in the handles.Ws
stoped that night at one of Burbanks stations{MNorthwestern Express & Stage
Co.) which had been burned up. One man was shot there zome three weeks ago.
Some men buried the body about one weck after. When we got there the grave
had been dug open and a large stick jamed into the coffin and the corps cut
all to peices. The caverly filled the grave up. The next day, which was
yesterday, we reached the Ft - not however without seeing some Indians - all
of which done the best running they could - one party of 13 were so close
that we could see clearly that they were dressed in U.S uniforms with U.S
rifles. Only one of which was on a pony,.The sight of such Indians made us
think that the Ft was taken therefore we did not take thes as our Caverly
could easly have done. They were afraid that they had a large force in the
timber which they started for. but 1f they had known that the Ft was all
right they could have got them before they got in gun shot of the woods.
they hooted, and hallowed , motioned their hands at us. Fired two shots at
us but did not hurt any of us. When we got te the Ft we heard that they had
a fight in the morning with the Indians. A party of men out of the Ft of 30
went acrost the river and were attacted by 50 Indians and two men killed and
one wounded - They could not tell wheather they killed any Ind{ans or not as
every one that they shot at would fall at the flash of the gun. our men had
to leave their dead on the field. This morning a company or two went over
after them. They found them all cut to peices. one was scalped and his whis-
chers taken off and a pefce of flesh taken off from his hip to his knee and
the calf of his leg also. One was not scalped, but his hands and head weras
cut off and he was opened - his hart and entralls were taken out. his head,
hands and hart put i{n side of him. There was 200 head of cattle and 50
horses taken from here - 50 head of which got away From them and cama back.
We saw a large drove of cattle on the prairie when wa came up - They were
not over five miles from Sauk Center and therefore we did not take them -
they came up to us and seamed glad to see us - kicked up their heals and
left. Wa saw one yoke of cattle with a rope hitched to them. Several with
peica of rope hitched to them, two days after that they came in site again -
all but a few cows and thar yoke of cattle, We drove them along - killed
four head of them last night. Benjamln Starr is out here very drunk and
swaring awfully - he {8 mad because the rest of the men are a drawing puns
and they will not let him “ave his. I have seen him so once before since we
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came to Ft Snelling the last time. It was very hard work for me to tell
these stories to you at first, but concluded to do it as I did not want the
folks down there to be ignorant of tha truth, This last told scene I did
not see but am shure 1 have the truth of it as I had the story from one
that saw the work. That man that had his coffin stove in that I have told
you about, his wife is here with ose child - She was wounded in the breast,
came fifteen miles after wards with the child before she had any help. one
of their children was taken off by the Indians. I have s=en the woman here.
She has got very nearly well. They have 3 cannon here and we Srought one
which makes &. They have plenty of aminition Bomb shell &. guns, pork, and
flour, any amount of {t. They have had to through (throw) shells and canis-
ter into the woods to drive the Indians out, so that they could go %o the
river after water, The Indfans got into a little town by the name of Slab-
town to burn the houses and they throwed some shells into them and the
people at the Ft sald that they could see the blanketts and flesh Fly into
the air. There i{s no wall arround the barrachs here at all - They have thr-
owed up some wood (Brush) and rubish (around the fort). But there is one
building that {s built of logs, and got port holes in, is all that we have -
We are in tents now but are to have buildings by and by.

Sept 25 I have not got my bounty money yet - my months pay will not be in
advance as I have (only) served over a month now.....last night we had to
get up out of our tents after we had gone to bed to go inside of lorcifve-
ations as we heard that there was Indii: . a2ar. This morning wa are back in
our tents - We move our tents. They say that there 1s all of Ffour "housand
Indians up at Grest Stone lake.....Sept 28 My letter did not go with the
messengers as they asked 25 cts extra for careing them, which was more monaey
than I have. The (wagon) train starts out next tuesday, My letter will go
then.....J.E.Cady"
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Patriotic cover postmarked at FORT ABERCROMIE OCT 24,
1862, The stamp is missing but the impression made b
the postmark was so strong that the colorless date o
same is clearly visable., The letter is contained in
the envelope.

FORT ABERCROMBIE 1862

Janes Z,Cady writes from Fort Abercrombie under date of October 264,1862;: "....1 just
learn that the train {s to start to morrow morning for St Paul and our letters must

be {n Post before seven, 1t 1s now Six Oclock - this is a train that came from George
town about fifty miles above here - One hundred of our men went up there to come hare
with them(wagon train). 1 did not go, We heard that they had been taken at George
town, but & messenger came through in the night, and said that they had got a way from
the Indfans with the loss of but too yoke of cattle....We had another lictle attact
the night before the first train went and one other teamster wounded in the calf of
the leg - broke one little bone - he is here yet with us - can not go doan with this
train, I have to stand guard every other day - too hours on post then four off both
day and night - it is very cold - guards can not stand st{ll im the day time say noth-
ing about the night. the river froze over last night. We have very hard winds, the
prairie is burned over west of us and the wind cone from it - We could not see more
than ten rods for the ashes and dust _ I was detailed to start for George town to day
with the mail but the wind kep our company from going - 22 men from our company and
five officers are all that go - four men go from each company down with this train to
take a little cannon - then come back when they meet the train that we expect to come
up.” Cady then urges his folks o write more often and send newspapers: ".,...they
may send too trains up bafore they send one down and as I would hate to have a train
come with out hearing from you.....We have just got into our (new) quarters to day -
have had some very cold camping (im tents) - Our Soldiers cloathing are none to warm
for this climate - I have bought me a pair of mockingsons for one dollar. T have no
mitens or gloves yet, Our commanding Officer Burges and Adigent General Pell (John II.)
are going below with this train....the Indians have left here - has been none sean
since that little battle...they think that they have gone up to big Stone lake there
town. they have a Wolf in the Ft. The Indians stuck up a little flag with fifteen
peices of cloth stuck on it and our half breed said that they had Eifteen men killed
and that they had given up the white men here and that they had to many big guns for
thEFl'l. JGMI E.C!d}'-"
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FORT ABERCROMBIE 1862
WE ARE BUILDING A STOCKADE AND BASTIONS FOR THE CANNONS.

When the Eighth arrived at Fort Abercrombie,it found only a proup of buildings without
a stockade and the garrison under constant alert against Indian attacks,SEE letter of
Sept.29th. In the letter above Cady writes to his mother: ".....We invited the captain
and first Lutennant at supper with us. We had for supper warm buiscuet and butter - the
first that T have tasted butter since I have been in the Ft - peach presarves apple pie
shugar - coockeys - beer &c. The captain and all who wanted too drank beer and smoked
cigars. then they danced till aleven Delock, Joseph Collen was in here and fiddled for
45....We are building a stockade and baschin for the cannons.Night before last we had
quite a snow here,it was very windy and cold too.I have bought me two prs of gloves -
one pr buck-skin the price of which was $2, but for a little rip T got them for 50cts
less. then I got me a pr of yarn gloves with wool nit in side for 60cts and 1 have made
me a pr of mittins out of that canvas that I have. We drawed us some good sky blue
pants that are thick and warm....the mail has just come in. T have just been to the
Ordiley roem und got two letters from you and four papers......We have a pood cornel
for commander here now - he comes out and works as hard as any man.....James,'"

Cover postmarked at FORT ABERCROMBIE D.T./DEC 1. The fiddler was Joseph S.Collins and
the First Lieutennant was Wesley Kinney.
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PURT ABERCROMBIE 18a2
On Nov,30,1862 James writes to his l{ttle brother Ebene=zar, asking him about
his school and what part of the chores he is doing on the Earm.: "You must
study hard te learn, now {s the best time to learn....Tell father that there
is a minister here now but he will go down in a few weeks - he belongs to
the cavelry. there was one here before and preached a couple of times - then
went below. ther is about 30 caverly hers - they accompany the mail back and
foreward....the Winnebagos are i{n some with the Soux - We killed two in our
first battle - the Soux told some half breeds at Georgetown that there was
13 of them (Indians) killed and two Winnebegoes and one of them came here
and told us of it, there was a Soux layed (killed) down at Slab town two or
3 waeks after we came here, a shell pased strait through him. Wa buerid him,
Wa toar down Slab town to build our quarters and for cavelry stables....James"
Cover postmarked at FORT A3ERCROMEIE D.T./DEC 1.
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CHIFFPEWA AGENCY
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1862 eny 1868

SEE OPPOSITE PAGE
FOR TRANSCRIFT OF
THE LETTER.
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CHIFPEWA,MINNESOTA Post Office was located at the CHIFPEWA AGENCY in
Cass County. It was established on December 7th,1861 and discontinued
on July 22,1868, The Agency was established before 1855 on the Gull
Lake Indian Reservation.Tt was located on the north bank of the Crow
Wing River about 3 miles above its mouth with the Mississippi. The
Crow Wing Agency was at the co~fluence of the two rivers about five
miles by road from the Chippewa Agency., Fort Ripley was about fifteen
miles south of the Chippewa Agency on the west bank of the Mississippl.
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FORT AHERCROMBIE
WINTER MAIL CARRIED BY DOG TEAMS

James Cady writes a long letter to folks back home,start-

ing on New Years Day 1863 and ending on January 9th A
large part of the letter is in regards to "pay day" and
personal matters. SEE opposite page for extracts from his

letter.
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"Fr Abercrombie,Jan.1,1863"

"The mail is to be carried as far as St Cloud by dogs now,Dog trains
go from here up to places in British America with goods in the
winter time. The first train that I ever saw, I saw to day...I have
never told you any thing particular about the fight which we had
with the Indians or any thing whiszh transpired while T was on guard
the night before we had the first fight, and during the night 1 and
all of the guards in my releif heard noisis that wer made by the
Indians - they wer signals, and once the guard was turned out for
one of the men and the sargent who had been called to see if he was
not mistaken, saw 3 Indians which had been sent as spies to see if
we had out a strong guard no doubt. at two oclock T was releived
and when we away to the guard house {t was ten min to 3 oclock and
at 3 we wer all to go on guard again to make the puard double at
day light, We had just got into the guard house when the sargent of
the guard was called to the same post again and we wer orded out to
be in readiness in case of dificulty. So we had to stand there till
time to go on, and when I came off I went to the guard house with
my gun , and obtained permition to go to breakfast, T had stood 10
hours,20 min with just 10 min releif. I was Jjust going a crost the
prade ground to the tents as a volley of shots came from the woods
and I could hear the bullets whistle over my head in great numbers.
I turned and run for the pguard house and got my gun and when I look-
ed over a wood pile to see Indians and give them a shot certain. T
saw a man out side of the fort lying on the ground - I watched him
ti1ll I saw him stir, and we howled to him to lay still. he done his
best to keep still, I fired at an Indian, and then loaded my gun
for another one when the heat of the fight was over they got the
man in the waggon but he was mortally wounded. He was in plain sight
of the Indians and 1f he had not layed still they would have fired
at him again. When he fell the whole woods rung with the Indians
wild War Whoop. one Indian fell into the river when shot and two
Insians caught him by the legs and pulled him up and they got a
Whole volley of shots after them - one fell out of a tree that a
Chippewa half breed soldier shot at. he fell (with) his back acrost
a limb - then his head ballenced down and down he went to the ground
his gun beating him down - bullets wer taken out of building that
wer all chawed up. We saw no more of them after the old cannon fired
in one charge of grape in to the brush., The little howsers played all
of the time with grape and shells - one shell burst over the river
and the red saveges hooted but some times when it went about whare it
was aimed they ket silent, When they had one killed they kep still,
but when a volly went into them some times they would hoot and some
times keep silent. The day before the battle one of our men saw 3
Indians pass an opening in the woods and fired at them, had just pot
his gun lodad when two more passed the same place - he and the next
guard both saw, and fired at them but I must get to what 1 started
on answering little letters. there are a good many woolves caught by
traps and allso foxes mink and other wild animals. one of the guards
shot a fox the other night. they are often seen by the guards as well
as woolves but no guard dared to shoot at any thing that he knew was
not an Indian, becaus it would be a signal that Indians wer arround,
but now they think there are none arround. So they do some shooting
NOW.essess" Cady continues about personal matters and tells his
younger brothers to help father and mother do the chores, "James Cadv"
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CROW WING ,MINN.JAN.21,1863. Cover above contains a letter written from Crow
wing.,in vhich the writer reports that "The Indians shoved Warlike demonstra-
tions By killing all the Cattlea Bout Ottertail - Robbing all the Sitizens -
taking Horses - all so took some prisoners at Leech Lake - did not kill any one
. ..Woman and children was ordered to Fort.. .Indians said they was in fun!"™
Cover below is addressed to Chief Hole-in-the-day of the Pillager band of the
Chippewva Indians at Crow Wing. He was one of the insurgent leadres among the

Indians during the uprising and was assassinated by members of his tribe June
27,1868 at Crow Wing.

ke dnn-thids dmy

Pk 4 Blmerans, Fhinarapbor . ..
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FORT ABERCROMBIE JAN.21,1863
Cady writes to his mother and sister on personal matters.He copias a poenm,"WHAT OTHER
NAME THAN THINE MOTHER" and ded{cates it to her.Cady also says "1 am in hopes to send
you my likeness in a week or two." In his various letters he urges his brothers and
sisters to help mother and father run the farm,until he gets back. NOTE the ecaption
under the vignette on his mothers letter:"FIGHT AWAY,BOYS!/We'll take care of the
farm." The cover is postmarked at FORT ABERCROMBIE D.T. JAN 20 although the letter {is
dated the 2lst - apparently in error,
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CHIPPEWA AGENCY
Cover postmarked "Chippewa Min/Feb 19 1853, Chentham writes under
date of "Chippewa Agency Feb 18th,1B63....1 was sorry to hear you
had caught more cold - you must take good care of yoursslf - there
is a good many complaining with a sore throat hear, there was an
indian Cheaf dide with the throat deseased hear about two weeks
ago named big dog - he i{s a good indian - he saved ths lives of
two white men last fall and the captin wanted to berry him in
milatary order but the cheives wold not let him - they took him off
«+sswe have two feet (of snow) on the level and {t was very cold...
mercery fross and down to the Fort (Ripley)...forty four below zero.
«ssssThonas Wallings the Anoka Brass band has just got hear on a
visit....the boys have had some conlcal valentines come to day and
they have had a great laf over them..,..T.J.Cheathan",
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Ft Abercrombic.

m "1363.
bDear Friendas. —

I have just received a letter from home. Was
very glad to hear that you are getting along so well with your Springa
work, Wish that I was at houe to help you do it, I hope that you will
succeod in carry through all you are laying out to do. I have just come
of f of guard this morning, it rained a little last night, One of our men
Mhnmt-mmmﬂitmmm-n.hwhnul*
the town of L.C. his name ia his death was caused by an axident
while playing wickett ball too men ran to geather, the club of the man
striking Crownin in the lower part of the breast, it is supposed to have
caused a fracture, he finished the game without any complaint but layed
down in his bunck after the game was over, and was taken over to the
Hospital where he died in great pain in less than 40 hours. A catholie
preast came from above here about 200 miles with several half breeds, —
going to 3t Paul, one of the half breods ehot hinsel? while here with &
shot gun, the charge going through one of his hands and loging into his
bowels, but he was a very fleshy man and the charge did not go through,
the Dr thinks that he will live, he was a very heavy man his weigh being
330 1lba, these half breeds said that th soux ware a fraid of this ft,
and that they weat on to th minnesota river because they thought there
was not so much danger there, they are affraid that we have a large squad
of caverly here and that if they are secene here that they would he taken,
I have a letter from Clarance ilubbard to day. I sent Charles a paper
with an instruction book to keep spring field musketts in order. last
week . I am sorry to hear that mother is feeling unwell this Spring. We
were mustered day before yesterday for twe months pay, so ther is 5:.
coming to us now. We do not lknow whon th pay master will be here, I
suppose Hobart has got to be quite a boy by this time, he is most 7 years
old, I shall be 19 in a few days, but I have writen enough for this time,

James, E,Cady.
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MANANNAG, MIKNESOTA. Post Office
established in Meeker County on
Oct.21,1857 and discontinued or
March 30,1907,This was the site
of the Manannah Massacre on Aug.
26,1862, just 9 days following
the Sfoux outbreak,in which 5
men out of a party of 11,were
ambushed and killed by the Ind-
L//JJ = /(‘} / ﬁ“/z[//,,n fans. This was also the site on
which a log Fort was built to
protect the settlers.
Cheetham writes under date of
/ 3 5 “Fort Mananah April Bth/63....
_ﬂ(‘;‘“ g r/(; T am very tired after a weeks
marching...some days we walked
26 milds with all our things on

i 2 but our napsacks - these we hired
‘7( - é ”‘?anwf; C-g‘/j _ halled...the Captin hired the
Gt / .

teem and we pay him when we get

FORT MANANNAH our pay - every man was lame and
foot sore...some had to rvide I

walked every step - we are all very tired and lame (from) laying still so long at (Fort)
Ripley...we have got a fort hear - there {5 some log buildings that have been taken down and
halled hear off the clames (farms) that have been left (abandoned) - there i{s only thres
familys within twelve milds...the land Is very rich...it is horred to see the houses and wheat
staks the red skins have burnt - there was four men killed and one woman not ten rod from hear
and three more not over a quarter of a mild from hear....there was three Indians sean last
week by some solders that went out horse back scouting but they did not get them - they shot
one but he got into the timber and they could not find him - the siux are around hear...they
killed three solders and one citison week before last...there was thirty cavely went after
them but could not find them. the solders was two milds from there quarters hunting Elk -
there is pleanty of game but we are forbidden to leave the guarters for we have no horses...
the Captin says he will send to head quarters and get some right away for wea are liable to
be shot any time out side the stocade...there i{s only thirty of us hear and the folks told us
on the road we needed a (w)hole company hear more than any place within 50 milds of hear -
there is a company 15 milds below us of infantry...the post office* is 30 milds from hear -
there is an express comes hear and to these stachions round hear once a week that brings and
takes our letters - But my Dear Wife I have one thing to say that is for you to take good
care of yourself and babys and may God help you is my prayer and will do the best T can for
you and myself and {f T am killed by these red skins I hope I may pet one first 1f no more
seesesssJamas,
*The cover is postmarked '"Manannah Minn April 9th'"(1863), So there was a postmaster {[ not a
regular post offiee set up,
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For Cheetham's description
of the CHIPPEWA AGENCY
sketch on opposite page
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FORT RIPLEY
In this letter under date of "Fort Ripley Apr 18th;1863" Cheetham
writes that he has been "below on furlow two weeks" that they have
"preaching twice every sunday.....and in the evening prayer meeting
and at noon bible class and thursday evening prayer meeting - thank
God we are not deprived of his word...there was two men taken to
Fort Snelling to day to have there trial - one for steeling money..
and the other for desserting and there is another going round hear
with a ball and chain fastened to him for swaring at his Captin and
several in the gard house for simuler ofences...." Cheetham then
describes the penciled sketch of the Chippewa Agency (see opposite
page) which he has sent home: "I am standing gard there with a gun
in my hand - them are all squaes (Indian women) you sae there with
dresses on and Inians on the wood pile - the bigest one on the wood
(pile) 1s hol in the day the big cheaf that has made all the trobble
with the chippeways - there is some of our boys standing in frunt of
the quarters - that mule stands frunt of the quarters...T.J.Cheatham".
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THE WESTERN MAILS

FORT ABERCROMBIE ON RED RIVER OF THE NORTH.

On June 24, 1858, Lieut. General Winfield Scott issued General Orders No. 16
directing the commanding officer at Fort Ridgely to establish a post to be known
as Fort Abercrombie at or near Graham's Point, Minnesota. Lieut. Col John
Joseph Abercrombie and the 2nd Infantry were ordered to select the site and
construct the fort. It was by his choice that he selected the west side of the Red
River in what is now the state of North Dakota. At this time, Minnesota had just
become a state and the site was in the residual part left over from the Minnesota
Territory. The post office was established at the fort on December 13, 1858. Fort
Abercrombie played an important part in the Sioux Uprising in 1862 and the
Indian wars in the Dakotas that followed.

General Orders
No. 156

By direction of the secretary of War — under the act of March 3, 1857 —a
military post to be known as Fort Abercrombie, will be established on the most
elegible site near the head of navigation ol the Red River of the North, at,or in the
vicinity of, a place known as Graham's Point, Minnesota. The two companies
{one of the 2d infantry, and one of the 2d artillery), at Fort Ripley, and oneof the
2d infantry from Fort Ridgely — the latter to be designated by the post
commander, will, under Major H. Day, 2d infantry, be charged with its
construction, and will, as soon after the receipt hereol as possible, proceed to the
point above designated.

In order that no time may be lost in commencing the work Licutenant
Colonel JJ. Abercrombie, 2d infantry, will proceed with the company from Fort
Ridgely, determine upon the position and plan of the new post, and give all the
preparatory orders for building it without delay. He will remain in charge till the
arrival of Major Day, when he will rejoin his present station.

The Post will be built for two companies, and as, ultimately one of them is to
be a company of cavalry, the necessary provision for such a garrison will enter
into the plan of the work.

Twenty thousand dollars have been appropriated for this post, and its cost
must be kept within that sum, The labor will be chiefly done by the troops, and
the most economical disposition will be made of the building, materials to be
found on the spot

Lieutenant Colonel Abercrombie will mark off a suitable reserve and
transmit a plat of it to General Head Quarters without delay.

In connection with the movement of its present garrison as hereinbefore
ordered the post of Fort Ripley will be broken up, and all the subsistence, military
stores of every kind, and materials which will be worth the transportation, will
be sent to Graham's Point: and, such of the latter as may be applicable, used in
the construction of the new post

The proper departments will take the necessary measures to dispose of all
public property at Fort Ripley which may be left behind.

The Quartermaster and Commissary Departments will furnish the necessary
transportation, subsistence and other supplies for the execution of this order.

Instead of being stationed in 5t. Louls, the regimental Quartermaster and
Quartermaster Sergeant of the 2d Infantry will immediately be sent to report for
duty to Lieut. Col. Abercrombie.

The company of the 2d artillery will either winter at Fort Ridgely, or be
brought out of Minnesota as may be hereafter ordered.

By command of Bri Lieut, General Scott:

Signed, Irvin McDowell
Assistant Adjutant General

1.} .2 - * -
:__;l-p-,...._‘/fzc A ccad? &

C.0. Fort Ridgely

Fort Ripley was not “broken up” but continued as a military establishment
until 1878. However, the military reserve was retained and renamed Camp
Ripley. It occupies a large tract of land across the Mississippi from the present
town of Fort Ripley. It is used as a training ground for troops of the National
Guard of several midwestern states,
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RED RIVER OX CARTS,FURS AND INDIANS
*Ft.Abercrombie . May.4,1863

The mail has just arrived with some little nevs fron the South I thought
I would write a few lines to you and let you know what is going on in this
direction,as I suppose you will hear numerous flying stories,most will
be false and exuraded. I will give you the thruth of the case.The Soux
[Sioux Indians] have gone arround us,and have killed 3 soldiers at a
small Station on this road, the men ware out hunting 1 beleive,so the
Indians did not attact the Station,they also killed one citizen between
here and that station,he was on the road with four oxen for beef for this
fort.Yesterday morning by daylight a train [ Red River Ox carts ) Started
from here; they vere from the British posesions,and were loaded with furs
L&c;they met the Stage and heard the news, they left,their carts and came
back with their ponies,on their way back they found a cart and gun belong-
ing to one of the men of the train,but could not find himor his ponie or
his furs,the later of wvhich he had about $3,000.00 vorth,he started from
here about eight oclock in the morning making him several hours behind
the body of the train.he has not been seen any wheare since he left the Ft,
and is supposed to have been killed,the citizen was found on the road by
themen with themail,a knife was set sticking in his breast,one of the
men said that he pulled it out of his breast, A Chippeway half breed was
out yesterday morning,and came in on a run and said that he had seen as
many as 20 Soux Indians, a body of 20 men were immeadatly sent at [out] in
hopes to see them but came in wvithout finding any clue to them and it was
all supposed to bea scare of the half breed by seeing some cattle or mules
but now it is supposed that he did see Soux,which he held all the time that
hedid, " .:.xs We heve set out small trees all arround the prade ground, the
ft is fixed up pretty well now, it has all been swept over with brush, and no
one is allowed off of the walks, So the prade ground is getting prettly green,
May.5.

This morning twoco's were sent out to Scout arround a little - our co was
one that went. Two co's are going out every morning now, 50 our co will have
to be one every other morning as there are four co's here. The mail was to
start from here this morning but the escort not being ready it will not
start till tomorrow morning,they will take one of our cannons.There has
been a great deal of fishing and hunting about here lately,and it is a
wonder that the Soux have not shot a man or two. I amon post poliece this
week , and do not do any thing but that......James E.Cady."
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DEATH OF CAPTAIN CADY —

FOREST CITY,MINNESOTA Latter writcen by James Cheetham from MANANNAH on June
13,1863 and then carried by military express to FOREST CITY where it entered
the regular mail on June 15th, Cheetham describes the death of his Captain,
John S,Cady, by the Indians on June llth.
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MANANNAH JUNE 13th,1863, In this letter to his wife Chentham describes the death
of Captain Cady at the hands of the Indfans:..V.I never saw it so dry the papers
say it hasent been so low water in the river for 18 years as it is now. there

has (been) no steam boats run above the falls (St.Anthony) this summer, NEWS
There was three horses stolen 10 mi{lds above Montersellow(Monticello) on Silver
crick last saturday by indians and they were tracked to forest city the next day
by our boys at Kingston. then the solders at forest city tock the track and
followed it &4 milds this way and found a horse skimm the fndians left behind and
the solderd went back (because) {t was night. our kingstone boys got so clost to
them the next day (after) they horses was stolen - the indians left there packs
and camp cettles and a number of other things that our boys got. the night the
forest city boys got the news two men came hear and brought us the news - they
came {n a buggy with one horse and then it was 6% Oclock an forest city is 12
milds from hear - part of the way heavy timber - the rest praire - that night we
.12 of us started at 7 Oclock 5 milds below hear to cut them off on an {ndian
trail there was through the timber - we stayed untill ten oclock and saw no
indians - we came back that night - it rained untill nine Oclock and we got wet
and OUr QUNS VErY TUSTY...s...the captain{Cady) got to forest city that night
with the horses for us(He had gone down to get horses for the regiment),and these
men{who had brought the news)went back the next morming - they found where the
indians had crost the road since the rain - it was Z milds nearer forest city -
then we went 7 milds from hear soon after they(the men) crost the track they met
the captin with the horses and told him of it and went back and shoed “im the
tracks - he and eight more men went after them and followed them all that day(on)
horse back and found wheare they eat supper - there was fire there - there was
three citisans with them that new the country - one of them came back that night
to forest city - his liorse was tired out., He said the captin was going to follow
Them as long as he had any to eat - they took some cold bread with them - Mr
Weldon came with them and haled a load of amuntition and things - he came on hear
and stayed one day wailting for the captin....,the captin and 7 others - George (J)
Secoy was along and Mr.Brown(7there were 3 Browns in Co.A)...and 8 in all followed
on that night as long as they could see and stoped till morning - as soon as they
could see they started after them(Indians) again and abolt seven O clock they
found them - they saw them crossing the praire over to a little peace of timber
and brush land and there was heavy timber 80 rods from there - the indians run in
that brush - our captin and the boys were close on them - the captin was a head
and he (called) halted them and they did 2ot stop. there was 3 of them so he shot
at them and hit one but dident kill him - he shot again and hit a horss in the
face - the indians left the horses & laid down in the brush - the other boys Eired
at them but did not hit them - the indians fired at our men and they were all off
the horses - one indian shot the captin through the hart and killed him in an
instant and just tuched another ones ear and one ball whent clost by Georges head
and they heard more f{ring in the heavy timber - they thoet there war more [ndlans
so they took the captin and the horses and came away, so they did not get any of
them - only the horses that was stolen and one of them shot biut they thinc he will
live - but we have lost our captin poor fellow - he only gaped once after he fell
to the ground but he was a good man and prepared to die - that is one great thing
we could only all say the same - what a good thing it would be for us ., the hole
company fesls very bad and think they will never have another like him. he was
taken to Anoka right away and {s to be berreed to day.....James,"



75 e s
'ﬁ‘ ,é(‘:if LE HI/
i

fru- - I

(/r{’, '/’: LarnilD
/ <
. PP S A P e et

‘ P toery” f';r,/-n.z L Cca doey f;, 2,
'i£'({+ "":-:( / £ -4&!’.-_—( e tf-";-f.- / R G

\_, N

/{ !/( / :- ~Tek C F e _-;{:'32'4: e s i
/r 2 - LA /;J-zy e Ay e R /z.,
iy f't r "/:'fg'é' EE g o rec 4-;‘?" (]

2!: v. =

.r‘{f r’tt-/ I AT ot -"rrt""f'~fl’zg

| B .a'f;; / 11‘?-‘#{ P70 nds < ’/{::a:_rlf(f.—( ‘)‘l;——--
N z"/# ’ t:{tlr'/ Precer 3 Pop o e

/-m o /ff"ren.ﬁfﬂ /t(.,ae..-é cne s ,/’{';".-g,; Soeirgp
“eerf e ﬂ-r)é‘f S /L;/ - besenley
f"j—a{;(— //é' 1 g Idlliﬂéf {t(;" et
/-n 2 N, 5 fﬁ» -~ ,i}, 4 4 ;(—Fff-'(g,__; ¥ A R & 4
~E s ; ¢ ¢l 4.4..qu¢,.( > 4 & 7 /n \‘.?']_.uﬂ
"-‘"( ary ti‘on, / eyl re A F o . /2";. O N W,
A’/r// /{:.- ,;ij';f?L;r__ -"'://'q 2, //,

Pje w /{fﬂl"—i"t"‘f’ ol /J‘f:c ;"

-
r(f —-‘“f W,{ *-c// //sv’r f‘iy of .a-:.,,._-,/ fn;‘f,(ﬂ__ Y

ﬁ/ = ,;,-,-r,/,ﬁo '_ —--"nzu.- fnr- f ﬁ' sy
4/ s _r A A / e, f 'f"//;, rl"—l &2 P’

' r"'\| rz.r_n/ ﬁfﬂf //.¢¢, 7 rr A ’J’Ag = TP l'ffl'z‘(
b Aoty )/ » & et ( f((' ir/nr{ @erel “"?:r(

/_(Jﬂf/a,.l'f‘"f Mr..ar T4 Gt wn o /:/ rx/ /c( ﬁ'*u(tr

o

A

|

SR



1863,
Ft Abercrombie,June,22,

Dear Friends

I an as well as usial the mail has just came in the first time
for three weeks, I was very glad to hear that you were getting along so weal
with your work, but was allmost mad to here that gailord had not settled wp
that bill which he promised to with Stery, and then Stery has paid Hackett
Junmmma-hutu. for if Lyight the remainder
ofu.hm-.i-tn.unlsm:mmuu 54 cta instead of
44 cta but am not certain, I had a bill of the amount that I paid to Stery
till a few days ago but supposed that that was settled up long ago and bumt
up the receipt. I saw Hachett on the boat when I went up to St Pall and told
him what Gailord said he said it would be all right and that Gailord was as
good pay as he wanted and according to the talk which passed betweens us I
under stood that he held gailad resonsible for his pay, and reliesed me froam
all debt or responsibillity of the payment, and the thing I thought was o
safe that I never gave it a thought, and Hackett gave me to understand tha’-
Af Gaillord was able to pay it he was able to loose it, and Sterry was not
ignorant of the conclusion for I told him of it when I went to L C, I
suppose you will here before this letter reaches you that Capt Cady of Co
A 8 reg was shot by the Soux Indians while following them up to get some
horses which they had stolen, this expedition which Sibly is taking out will
drive the Soux round in back of us and then instead of fathere off I beleive,.
The other train that was up here left one co of cavelry here till the other
day when they went down again. June,33., one co of cavelry went back with the
train and one co of Infantry from here, there is another large trein coming
that is going to the Bridigh Posesions, it will be here to night. We here
that the rebles are moving towards Pensylvania. I have just received a
notice that a letter is at 5t Paul for me and that ,21 ots is due on it. I
got two letters from you, one writen by father and the other writen by
Charles and mother, it is now about three oclock and I have read three
large news papers through besides writing a letter to the P.M. at St Paul,

-
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Patriotic cover postmarked "Alexandria Mi July 7/63"
One of a few covers without a letter.

ALEXANDRIA June 29,1863.

Iam well - You see that I am at a new place. it is 90 miles towards St
Paul and with in one days drive of Sauk Center.A train came to the Ft

A [Probably Fort Abercrombie although there was a civilian fort located
at Alexandria.SEE plan of Fort Alexandria in this collection] a2 short
time after the other one left - it had goods for the Hudson Bay Co. A

red river train met it at the fort and took the goods down to Ft Garry
[Canada,British North America.The Red River flowed north,thus down would
be North] _ There was over 200 two wheald carts[Red River Ox Carts] in
the red river train, There is 100 waggons in this train.Were ordered

here as an escort for this train,with orders to return to the Ft after
remaining here one day. if the Capt received no other orders from below.
We expect 75 horses here to take to the Ft for Siblly and some for Scouts
at the Ft.The mail has just come in with a dispatch for us to remain here
till another train comes up and the 75 horses,We will probly have to stay
here 2 or 3 weeks..... June 30th Our Capt is going to S5t Cloud with the
stage to day.Those men that were with those beef cattle fore Ft A and got
killed allso killed one Soux.The cavelry escort that was with the other
train found him dead a short distance from where the men were killed,and
near a slough in the tall grass, I saw his bones or part of them for his
legs arms and scull bones are taken,his hair lay scatered around.....One
of the cavelry boys here got lost while escorting this train up to the Ft,
they were Scouting in the Alexandria Woods and this fellow got away from
the other men,when two Indians poped up right in the dircetion of the
other men - fortupate enough they only had bows and arows - they shot at
him several times but had probly forgot how to use their bows, he ran his
horse into the brush and under the limb of a tree and was thrown off, he
lost his horse - had his clothes all tore off of himself runing through
brush.Two men were sent teo look for him but did find him - he was out two
days......James E.Cady."
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