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George Orouillard ViIlS the son ot II French Can.. d i an and /I Shavnee lIIother. He was
the interpreter iIlnd hunter to the Levis and Clark expedidtion - 1803/1806.10
1806 he joined with Manuel Lisa and Pierre Henard in llIounting tvo beaver exploring
expeditions to the Upper Hissouri - 1807/1809. On the second one they established a
post at the Three Forks of the Missouri .. Fro.. the begining they vere in bloody <::00
tUet with the Bl",ckfeet. In Hay 1810 it all callie to a head with the ambush and the
slaughter of Droul11ll.rd and tvo Delavare indians "hQ lIece out trapping beaver. 70
quote Thomas J<lmes, who vas an eye vi tness to the scene: "hi s [Droll i lIard's] head
vas cut off,his entrailS torn out iIlnd his body hacked to pieces".

* ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Manuel Lisa ~as the administrator to the estate of Drouillard as testifled to
by this document. In the inventory of the sale ,the flrst ltem listed is "The
Muhl to Boy named Pierre aged 12 years .... 400 ... [dollars]". Signed by Manuel
Lisililt St.Louis 5 December 1810.
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GRATIOT. Ch:lrleli. Alllogrnph Letter Signed.. addressed to "Mons' FrJl1e' Roy. Au Ponage
des SelOux". d:IK-d 51. Louis. 26 June 1815. I p. 4to and intcgral address·leaf. fine condition.
Rare.

ITrJnslatiOll:]
Sir.
Widow \briannc Dorion dill' Liberge as well as her daughter Marianne. \Iidow of the late
Philippe Bac.mt. are preselllly with me and direct me to mfonn you that they accept BaptistI'
Vaudry as bond toward the estate the children of the late Franc' Libcrgc are to inherit from their
Father: also whC1lthe said BO< Vaudry wL111talld you the obligation ofhis bond. you may consider
the present as assur:mee on their behalfof their aceeplaOCe.
I hale the honor to be. Sir. Your lery humble Sen-'.
]signed:] eh GraliOt [w ilh nourish].

GRATIOT. Charles(1752-1817). Of Swiss descent. M. Gratiot spent a htlle time m london
with his "lother's hrothcr before going to Montreal in 1769 where he worked m the furtrade Wtth
:mother- maternal uncle In 1777 he lentured west to illinois. CSlablishmg a sto«: m Cahokia
\lhile his partners m David \leCrae and Company buill a base III Kasb$lia. He became fnendl)'
wilh Geo~c Rogers Clarl: and helped the American side III the RCI·olution.

In 1781 h.: mo\'ed to St, louiS and married Vietoire. the half sister of Colonel Auguste(Rene
\ugustej Chouteau. the co founder of SI. louis. thus becommg a member b} marriage of the

moSt powerlul and \le::tllhy family in Upper louisiana. HI.'" fonned a connection wI\h John Jacob
\slor In lhe 1790's and acled for his brother in la\l Auguste Chouteau m deahngs at
\llchilimadmac with Ihe Montreal based finn of Todd. McGilL The Dictlonar\' of Canadian
BIO~ph"s hlography of Isaac Todd notes· By the 1790's Todd. \lcGili and Company had
established a contact at 51 LOUIS m Auguste Cbouteau who bought their trade goods and
shIpped to them. I la \hchlhmadmac. pcltrics gathered along the \hssoun and Osage Rl\ers. "

Grnllot m addllion 10 his fur bUSIness operated a distillery in SI. LOUIS and a salt mme. as well as
<kahng c.~lenSl\tly in real estatl.'". til.'" \las highly respected in Upper Louisiana and hecame the
lirsl presiding Justice of the court of quarter sessions in SI. Louis. The kntr tmnslatro abo"e
"hereIn he attests to Ihe acceptance of Baptiste Vaudry as the guardian of the eslate of the mlllor
chIldren o11'mncOlS Llberge IndIcates the trust placed in his \lord.

.. It "as on hi\ Ilorlicu. wilh himself:'IS interpreter. that the formal transfer of UPIlcr
I..." i,i:llla "".' l1Iade 011 Mar. I O. 1800l."

He dlL"llm 1817.Just t\\'o years allcr the dme ofthis letter.

( Sources for lllographical details: The Dictionary of American Biograph\' biography of Charles
(I,atiot and tile Dictionary of Canadian Biography biography on Isaac Todd and The First
Chollle:llls hy Folcy and Rice.)
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Michilimxkinx, 23 Augusll809.

£
Mr. Aul"s~ Chou.....u.

Sir,
I hne received the honour of YOUt Iet~r of 9th luty, mel ;as the .nts II.lld left ~ few lU)'$~

fore the arri'nl of your ur, they It'ft me with the order that if lIny letttn for them llrTMd, to open
thlWl ~nd uke no~ of their content, which libeny I hae uken.

The pxks which you !lent them have all bttn ~Mod in &00II order, which,;as soon as the ship
which has nOW It'ft for Chicago [0 look for the ~k$ th~1 m~y be there, upon itS return I will put
them on bo;ud for Mon[re~I, add~d to MC$SI'S. the AgentS of the Michilimacklnx Company, llS
welillS the letters which you h~Ye !lent them.

The unoe which you mention 10 kttp, has bttn put in storage, ~nd I am returning [0 you ~ new
barge, ch~rged with 4000 ~of sUgolr, ~s you h~Ye <liked, excepling the thre~d ~nd the (""""""'lld

H~-.');"'" HIC'Jlble) cloth, which I am sorry to tell you Ihere is none of it here.
The ~genlS having taken out contr~cts for more sugar than there is available here, since they

were untler the misapprehension that ;as much of It was avaiJ~ble as last year, I h~Ye taken il upon
me to send you the quantity you request, on the buis of 1S sols, which is the price it is presently
being sold here.

I ;un also !lending you two men, one of them a wlnterer, who was hired by Mr. Reid, but sinoe
he did not nee'd him, I h.....e decided to !lend him to you. I know him to be ~ perfectly honesl man,
and the other is a man whom I hne hired here, he was free in Illinois.. I ;un send1rl& you herewith
their account in~, as well :as the ~~t of F~ois Fouche, the inyoioe for the prOYisions
delivend to your people here ~nd for their YO)'a&eS, as well as the invoice for the sup MKl the
charge accounl.

r~m returning you the Nme outfit witi> which your men arrived here, except thaI I~ "dded
two oars, which you will find I h......, Wrged to your account herewith.

Sir, your yery humble and obedienl !lerv;rn[,
For the Agents of the Mackinac Company,
(signed:) Fred. Oliva.

(P.S.:) The named F. Faubert owes one piastre which Pierre Bergeron hllS lent 10 him ~fter his ~c·

counl was closed, and I told him I would mention it to you so th~t it would be p~ld.

(initialed:) F.O.
(Ieller uldressed to:) Auguste O!outeau Esq., a[ St·Louis.
Scnt by Pierre Bergeron, c~noe guide.
(docket·title:) No.1. leller of Mr. Olin. 23 Aug. 1809. bhibil of the Appellants. No. 27. filed 4
June 1832. (signed:) M. (Morrison?).
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;~~~:rf~~i ~~:~~::::;~~O~~'at
MichiliDlilckinac,on the Island of
Mackinac, in the Straits of Hackil'l
lie ,between Laka.. Huron" Michigan in
1809. This cOlllpany was founded Dec.
31 ,1806 by the traders on the Island,
in order to keep the furs flowing

~2f::;::~ frolll the 14isllissippr River and the
i ..... '. GreatLakesto!'lontrea1.IN 1811J.J

.,"\. f\ Astor bought the company ",nd ..erged
• ~ it with the American Fur Company lind

ii';J" 1 :: ....,.3 Mackinac Island beCllllle the he,,";quar-; rJ / r\ i ters for the Northern Departllent of
, f _ -.J \ the American Pur company.

; \...:::: "'=- .-..{,'7* Also Hichili.lIckinac or Mackina" Co
I r' ADGOST CHOOTUD VlIS the uncle ofa..4 ..... t' PUtltllE C'ROOTItAD Jr. who vas the 1II0st

~
~ prominent of the Chouteau. in the tur
~;;..r- trade .

.i _ _ ;,,,:"- oliva advises Chouteau that he 15 return-
, ;' ..:::.~ inga·nevbarge·(flatbotto.....oodboatl- loaded vith sugar sending tvo men.all \/ell is(

the .outfit vith vhich your ..en arrived here"
The letter vas carried by PlSUB lIERGEIlOM.vho

vas in charge of the brigade of several canoe.
and the barge. The route used by the Maekinac Co.

"as via Green Bay.fox River.and the Wisconsin to prairie du Chien and that great artery
of the West. the Hillllillllippi. Thence to St .Louis and return by the sa..e route.

--

NOTE direct i ve
"Par Pierre Bergeron
Conot[canoel~. This
is the only letter
bearing such a notll
tion "by canoe", that
Risvold has Been or
has record of. al th
ough, thousands must
have been carried by
canoe in the Great
Lakes and Mississippi,
fur trade.
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Oell. <;oUR de ee~le I'ravillee. qu'i!s promencnl ft s'oblil.'t'n! de bail! r et
payer au dil cnpgl! un moi5 apres UIlI mOIl. ~ MOI'1I",V; Cl avrnr-pour
l:qwp<mCl'1t u:l.. eou"me de tJ'<is poill!S, unc cou>'Ctte de deux point". "'"
d..m.ie, .is: auDes de roI00, unc p;W-e de """li"n d" ba:uf Cl ull edli r,
pour b premiere anllCc ft les Gagc:s et condiUClDII du pt4le 0\1 iI !li.. ...-mn
pour 1<.. autrel

(Ol.' ...r:a libre de ce pt'lt.CDf Cll" o~mrntqu'1/ iOn 1't'lOUT ~ '!anm'd,
li Ia fin de $0 n hi~l.'rnml.'m)p:lss.:r par .\!khilinw<in2c, .'il ffI <~l l'C'tJui:<.
uJlIner ';x jOUl'S de con'c", f,;re deux myag<"S 011 FOM_ Willi,,,, au Pur.
tlll:"" de la ~tollla~nc, au all lie'll o.l'"ellx donner lilJ; joun dc- tems:l
d'aU/res OUVl':lgc'l a l'oplion d"" dilS Si~urt, :lid r li p,mcr k'S canOIS i
troi~ dans l"ll lerre,". cl a,-oir bi. n et UUlUe"t soin pendant ie'S l'<Iut<'.,
o cram ...,noll aU" dil~ lieu" de" mar<;bandi<<,:" '-;\'TriI, 1"'11",••i,,,,, mt 11_
sile<, "I de tOllle~ I", dlO>eS ncc<:Sl;a;rcs p<Ju' Ie voj"a1(c I $l.'I"Ilr, obtir, et
exeOUlcr fiJde'nc'fIl, IoU! ce que I", o.Iit~ "ieu"" Uour!;"'Oi, OU rou. autres
lepre.entans leurs p"rsonnl.'~, auxquds iI., pourroi·.-m ,rampon -f Ie pre_
lien! cng~gcmcllr, lui commanderont de lieile et honnetl', faire It'll.
prolil. ",-it,-r leur domm3l/:l.', 103 en a"~, .tir 6'il ";cm i &lI (ounoi ...ne~;
el gcnl!...lcrnClll tout ee qu'un bon eni(agc dOll Cl Ml obligo: de faire
'Qn< pou~o;r faire aucunc 1rail<' panicu[;~rc, s'abselll<'T n; qU;Il" Ie dlt
sen-ice, sous I,.. prin,.,; porlel"S par I~s loi" el orJonnane., de c<'tle Pro
..inC<', Cl de perore us gas<"l!. ect cngagnucm a.iusi fait, pour Cl lila
l'elUWIt II IOmme de

•

s'oblige de eonmbuft" d'un ~r Ct'fIt
ror 5E'l pgt'S pour Ie Fonds des Voyageurs. Car ainsi, okc. pram.nanl,
&e_ obligealll. &c. rCl'1Oll~nl. s.c.

Fail Cl pme i MOlllnlll, ell I'elude d~ Nowre SOU$ ignl! l'an mil
hu;tcem ..illgt le/' '~f"
de../ • "t'.___ • - c! Ollt oiltllC, i l'U"epl:l!)n
du d;t engage qui, .yanl declart' ne Ie saVOlr [;llre, de ce en'lll,", a f<lll
sa Ilur'lue or<liualre al,rC$I.:l;lure filite.

, ~ ;< ""
,

,
/ ;. .://'JJf< •
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-Fort Hallifax April 21 1783-

• Sir I Rec:lved yours ot the 2Jd Nov 1182 - it did not Come to hand till
The 25 of January.and agreeable toyaue Request I have Delivered What
Sk i ns &. Fur rs I hlld by me to Col. wi 11 lam Howard, and Wh<l t Goods I had on
hand belonging to the Government I have Deliverd to Ezekiel Potter Eaq
E:lIcept II tev articles ....hich I have not gOt up vhlch when thay can be got
up I ... ill DeUver to said Ezekiel Potter Esg,and agreable to your Req
est I have Informed a number of the Indians that it is only the mode of
Supply i ng them ....as c:ha nged. I am of the mi nd tha t There good D1 spas i t i on
Towards the people in the bac", Settlements may be preserved with out any'
turther Expence to GOvernment. I have Inclosed two Receipts one tram
Col. Willh.m Howard tor the Skins and Furrs- The other from Ezekiel
Potter Esq tor the Goods he has Reed. frOm me belonging to Government. I
ShoUld have Come up to Boston this month but am provented by being in a
very bad state at health...... Josiah Brever" ~. ...1

••••••••••••••••••••••••• P'";>'U1/Z, ~~(/O"-
I:'OHTHALIFAX.Dauphin Co. ,Pennsylvania ..as built in 1752/63 near the
present day to"11 at Halitax. Americall Revolutioll 1775/1783 officially
ended by treaty ..1 th Great Bri tan Sept. 3, 1783 _ <1 months before letter.

/:---------------1



.• 'II
PA!1Di'V...NT Ie< NOTAIR ESr&id~~m 1:1. "iIle de !'>lon(Jeal d;ans Ia
Pro,-incc du Bas.Can;i<Ja, $Ousoll\ne I.'UT PU~E>lT

I~ ,?J<c J",,,/' 'l" ltu-..(.••:t

•

El aVNr bien <'I dl1m,,"' ...in pendant I.... rou·... ctel:;mt au dit I;m. dell
::'ol:m::handis<-s, Vi ........ Pdlewi..... Ust=i!~ <'I de loottsl"" ehooos neus
s:l.i.-.s poor Ie "O)'~ge; sen;r. ob6r <'I c..ecut<'r fiJclc:nletll toul ec que Ie
di' Skur
ou 10US aUl'''; n-prisentam pcrr.onne all quel ;1 pourrni tn.ns
poner Ie prcsent en£_;lelllClU, lui d~manderoIU de licile et hunnete, f:tire

profit. e"iler dnmmalte. j' en a"eMir s'il Y;enl Ii .... eonnoissanee.
et !tener.l-ment Inut e<' qu'"n bon doit ..1 ftl: obl;_", de
DiT.; Am po,,,,,;r Di~ aueune lnile p:micuhe~,.."bstllliT ni quilter Ie
di, ,_..-rice. IOUSlcs pe;n.. pont.., pu lcs OrJonn,mets, <'I de pt'rdn- ....

g:lg9 Cer. cng:ogcml'lll :limi fair, pour <'I moyennan' 1:0 somme de
~ ·/1..•..A {<;. ,~ livres ou chdins, :;mCil'lll coun.nr de {eUe

1'ro,in(e,.J ;:", ~ ,..".,/
qu';l promct el s'obl;lts de bliller el payer au .lit engage un
mois :lpres W>II retour en ccue \'ille. et ~ , ,n del'1lt un equipt'ml:Ilr __

/"1" ..·...d ~ /.",/,r"":",-,<:,,, I~ ..",,. r4I, ..If/ (;>6 ........
(' ..,~, •• ,/~., tW'. t>.-v..... / ......1'4,.. • ~./ #.",....., ~..

• • j' •e .''',(' q./ .y~. O{,

/1",....,.J 0. .;fo-U.'/I'A' .. ?!.-d-;.. /;, /t!• • ./.

Ca. ain:;;, &c. promeuanl, &c. obligeanl, &c. rcnon~ant. &c.

F "IT <'I~ 3U d,t Molltreal ell I'elude l':;m mil
huil C'm Al Ie IY(.~ d" "It<r<4~
C1 om '~nc ~ !'''''Ceptioll dl<liJ rIIg;t!:e qui, ayallt dCcbni ne-l~ ""-00'

fair.-, de ce: enqulI. a fait A. lIIarq..c or.iiaaire 3-ptCS lecture f.li:

.6"'~J ".1'.- f r« >"

'~'1-, ..~'~'~"'_'- •

;;: ) ...
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BRULE!St. CROIX rivers route, frOIll south
shore of L<t.ke Superior, up the Dais Brule
to the St.Croix, thence down to its mouth
on the Mississippi at l'teScott,wisconsin,
See map fot the Risvold cottage on the east

"'i",...;;;~...~::..:.:h~,ore of HALF MOON LAKE.

M INN[SOTJI

-

BOIS BRULE/St. CROIX CANOE ROOTt:

THE FRENCH FUR TRADERS IN TUE
BEAUTIFUL VALLEY OF THE St.CROIX.

I
•
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FUR TRADE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 1782

"Savannah in Georgia 25th Fehy - 1782"
I wrote you fully by Me.James Frazer since then Me James McGillivary is arrived
here safe. The Accounts you must receive of the situation of this Country, Will
no dOUbt prevent your thinking of us setting off with your Horses till more favor
able News arrives. It is certain there is no such thing "s getting in hero by land
from the Altam"ha [river],but there is an easier and better method by comming by
"ater,and indeed ",ere the Country open this is by far the most Eligiable way of do
ing it,for one half of the Horses WQu'd be stole and the other Starved by driving
them in here - Whereas on the hItamaha they can have good food to recruite them for
their return, and 'Without running a RiSk of being Stole _ There is a man at Ne;,r-hope
that has a large boat that can carry 60 Horse "load at a time and from there they can
come here in the course of 3 or 4 days - But shou'd not his boat be had,a man in a
Canoe cou' d get inhere or by land to gi ve us notice, ;,rhen we wou' d send Boats from
hence - All this difficUlty is occasioned only by a handful of the Enemy in compar
ison to ;,rhat 'We have here in Garrison _ As drest Skins only can be shipt in the Sum
mer Season, Let all that come down be drest,as I wish toget them Shipt before the
month of August to save theln"llrance,Mr.McGillivary scnt up last Fall a number of
Horses and his Negroe fellOw Paul with King's Goods to the Creeks [Indiansj,and
were to bring down Skins for uS,indeed the most of them belong to ourselves, the
Horses he bought for Joel Walker's Wench & child,being turn'd over on our hands
Youle therefore be pleas' d to get these Horses and to have them pack' d do;,rn ;,ri th our
Skins - Without your kind assistance it will be impossible for Us to get Our Skins
down in time - Therefore any plan you may adopt for this purpose,;,re will cheerfully
accede to, and pay you for your own trouble as well as for your Horses or any other
Horses or persons you may employ _ It will be necessary, if you possibly cou'd Carne
down yourself to tho Altamaha along "ith the Horses that incase it were not possible
to manage matters here to sett out for East - florida , and a person shou'd Came 3 or
4 days ahead to the Altamaha to see that all "as clear there,and to contrive to send
a messenger in here - I "rate by Mr.fr<lzer to all our people in the Chickisaws [Indi
ans] to Come do"n immedi<ltely with their Skins,but am afraid the Accounts he brings
with him will prevent their setting off in time - I wiSh you wou'd send an Express to
the Chickis<lws incase Frazer may be gone before you receive this, to tell them to
start with their Skins and the plan "'e propose to bring them in from the Altamaha by
water - I hope you'll lose no time in setting off .. using every means to get <IS many
down as you possibly can _ Mr.J<lmes McGillivary rcturn'd by Mr. Frazer all his papers
which contain all his Transactions in the Chickisaws,which is a loss to uS,as we
want to enter these things in Our BoOks - I beg you'll bring them with you or send
them by first safe Opportunity. - A vessel (the Roman Emperor) is expected here
every day with Goods from - England _ thosn for J<ls.McGilliv<lry are expected in her
Be assured that! <1m not unmindful of my friends,and th<lt something soon will take
pl<lce,which I hope ;,rill be to your Satisfaction _ Mr. McGillivary ;,rill return in a
month or so <lnd Mr. W<llter Turnbull sooner - In the meantime I hope ~ou' 11 set off as
soon as there is Grass for the Horses _ Excuse h<lste having just heard of this
Express _ I am always/Dear Sir/Your Obedient Sert ./Peter S"anson"
Mr. Thomas Graham. - "

************.* •••••••••••• *****************
TORY TRADE WITH THE INDIANS. Autograph letter signed by Peter Swanson to Thomas

Grah<lm. Sav<lnnah, Georg i a, Februa ry 25, 1782. "most his tor i ca 1 sou ree let ter, g i v i ng
detailS of the fur trade with the Creek and Chick<lsa", Indians from British occupied
Sanann<lh, across from the I\mel"ican lines. Generall\nthony Wayne W<lS at this time in
command in Georgia and it may be surmised that this very reve<lling letter fell into
his hands when it was being smuggled out of Savannah. Swanson gives directions for the
shipment of furs from the Creek territories into Savannah for shipment to England. He
thinks that it can be sent around the American lines, but gives <In alternate route
via East florida. James McGillivary,mentioned several times ,may be related to the
celebrated Creek Chinftan Alexander McGillivary.
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A second letter relating to the Detroit 17691etter is dated as follOvs:
MKinderhook 2d July 1769 M

MSir Your wife brot.llle two letters frOIll Detroit and acquainted lIIe that she had
seen you about the Peltry that are COllie down. You will not fail to keep the pa.cks
in your possession until you hea.r further frolll me.In the Illean tillle if you are
obliged to pey the Betlelllen (Boat..en) their wages for bringing them down you
.. ill sell Peltry to thet amount only and pay them off: but T ..ould rather chance
you ..ou1d ..ait. little it the Batloemen can ..ait for their money - You vill act
in this partiCUlar as you think best but keep the rest of the Peltry by you till
you hear frOlllllle again. I am Dear Sir / Your real I> Sincere Friend

VanSchaack-

No address and the recipient not named.
The writer is listed in Heitman's Register Of the U.S.Army as "Goose vanSchaick,
N. Y. col. 2nd N. Y. ,by act Of Congress 1779 wa.s thanked for good conduct a.9ainst
the Onondaga Indians. Drig.Gcnera11783 and died July 4,1767.
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THE FOR TRADE IN BRITISH COLONIAL
AMERICA - DETROIT 1769.

·Detroi t 30 Hay 1769

·Sir - I send by The Bearer Twenty rive PaCks of Peltry which I desire you
will take charge of and send word to Hr Vanschauk at Albany when they arrive or
if convenient send im to Albany in order to be forwarded to N York. I have wrote
to Hr Vanschauk who give further Directions about im, if he should not be lit
Albany desire you send im to Hr Cartwright who will forward im to Hr Wetherhead.
Please to remember me to your Wife and belive me your Friend and humble Servt.

Edwd Humford·

.~ .
Letter addressed to John B. Wendll_ Schenectady N. Y.

DETROIT was founded by Antoine De La Mothe Cadillac on July 24, 1701. It was a
fur trade center with a population Of 650 in 1750 and at the time of the above
letter it was less than 3000. On Nov.29,i760 the French surrenderd it to the
British Army under Robert Rogers. It was turned over to the United States 1n
1796 unde.l' provisions of the 1783 Treaty of Paris.During the war Of 1812 it
was surrenderd by General William Hull on August i2,1612.rt was retaken by
General William Henry Har rison on September 29, 181 3.
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YoR F:lao.} aozs a key post in I"" Iludoon', Ba, Comp;>nr syl(em,
and oud,.su:d lhe cn.:i. "'hich OYt:nuok the fur~ III the 18.1.0'"

YORK FACTORY Hudson's 8~y Ong'n... l manu"".;pt diane.. of "occur
rence" at York F<Lctory. l><orth Ameuca by john Ballenden. chief {Later
conunued by John McNab. "hu,f] comm.'mcmg lOth Sept., 1801 . -I end.nil
June 8th, 1803J" Uniformly bound in 3 loho Journals, 66 p., 44 p., and
38 p. (74 leave. in all).

The dianes record the daily event. at York Factory, the Hudson's Bay
Company'. chIef p''''t tn Hudson's Bay. for a per,od of almost l years
Included are records of weather, arrivals and departures of DutCtt",
detaIls of the outhts, notes On trader,,_ Ind'ans, shlps to and from the
Bay, and much detail about pravls.ons, ..upphes, upkeep oi the paat, ctc,

The dIary IS kept ,n an un'dent,Iicd hand, probably that of a clerk, who
reeorded the events as d'ctated by the Chief Factors; Ballenden,fr Jm
Sept-ZO, 1801 to Sept.14,l80Z, and Mc"lab, from Sept IS, 180Z to June
8, 1803

John Ballend.m, d. 18~b. was chIef (actor at Severn Hou9c, 1788-1790
{Public Arch\VclI of Canada pollse~sell the Severn House Journal of
Ballendenl, then at York, Sept.ZO 1801 to Sept. 14. 180Z Later, '" the
1830'" he wa~ Ch".r Factor ,n theA~9in,b("a reg'o". 'ndeed. ,t ,s
recorded that he linanced a mill operated by Loms Riel's father.

John McNab, wall s"rgeon and ch,cf factor at York Factory,Sept. J 5.
180Z to at lea9\ June 8, 1803.

The"e journaJ9 apparently ar" u"pUbJl9h"d.
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Hontreal, July 20, 1776

Monsr. Louis Carignant [?}

Monsieur

I now have the pleasure of infor.ing you that we each will earn

around 10,000 francs on the pelts we sent on joint account last

year. If you [should make a good bargain, strike a good deal)

[and at as reasonable a price as could be made from this

business] *, you may purchase them for our joint account and draw

on me for the sum, provided that the packets accompany the drafts

you draw and that they do not exceed 3,000 Halifax louis. These

pelts could be sold here or could be sent like last year on our

account and risk. The pelts that sell best are the beaver, bear,
•••

otter, marten, and northern wolf: the cats suffered a very big

loss [:l ours are the best [sold?] [ours are the best prices?),

[ours are the best sellers?], but we don't have to Rake it a rule

that the pelts be sold at the same price next year. Would you be

so kinds as to draw your drafts (bills) on as long a [view?

perhaps here means "term"] ** as you can, without however that

influencing in any way the price. I have the honor of being,

Sir, your very humble servant, Richd.

(in lower lefthand corner):

para phe (???) at Montreal the 17th of April 1777. G.Z.C. (???)

Translator's note:

* and **: I think these are business phrases that I don't have

experience with, either in French or in English! Sorry.

*** Lynx, Bob and Wild Cats.Also domestic cats for cheap fur.

Addressed to Monsieur Louis Carignant/Marchant/at Michilimackinac.

No postmarks.
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CROSS/BORDER - 0.5. TO CANADA

Albany, N. Y. PAID 17 cents to the border and 7 cents
collect on deli very a t Montreal, Canada.

-Albany,I).Apeil 1802
Me Heney R.Lyllles Sie/lwas exteelllely tl:oubled in Boston to dispose of
the ",ues, indeed it was illlpossible to do it for Cash,of course I next
sought every lIIeans of barter for such produce as 1 thought would be 1II0st
likely to turn into Cash,and at last exchanged for Codfish which are
safely arrived in Store in N. York and left to the disposal of Mr. Broolll.
Though I was COlllpelled to first [sell] off the Furs at a lOW rate,we may
fairly ca.lculate to lIIeet no 10ss.Although Beaver has heec to f'ore been
one ot the best articles to carry to ..arket, it is DOW one of' the worst.Kr
Astor [John Jacob] sent on a quantity of Beaver to Boston,which his
fr iend tells me he cannot sell, but must send back to hi..... Thos. Lousey·

This letter sholls that even Beaver fur had its ups and dOllns at the begln
ing og the nineteenth century, based on supply and demano.
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apnreciate that what it aosUy eon;.1~tst;Df 1s prob~e&5. '7he panel- di"c~u1on

by Me"srs. Ellers, 1:WWS, and Sunder l"u have ~v1J.l,!ged to hear th1JI ..rn

1ng he touched upon • tev ot tbese'lnroblete~ indiCa~.- avetnlllS of

.scM:: PROD~ OF FIlR TRADE HISl'ORl'

1 hon hol~:li '" • ~" l~", ~bjo" in """"inll~1'" '",

""'.ii...__...... tor C, irii8 iIlt;;rest t.hsselves in rur trade history lOon CCllIT!l to

had be lrt.aiJed V1th hia initul scholarly preoccupat1on, the rur usda or the

1:--iI:l.sconsin are ViTy'tnunciated a tront1er hypothesis, the _rita o! llb1ch "''''11

st.1l1 be1ng dIlbated. and .H.....'.' beca=e t31K>ll:!I. ,,,,"'=... a Texan aaverick.

Walter Prescott Webb, s litUe ~r vas accl ai.,ed a pawerf'Ul and 0rig1n8l

th1,nker. ;. tor ouU1n1.ng •• yay o! looldng at the ~at Pla1nS, ..

t.hen tor vr1t.1J\g up • TidOD ot AlDer1eaIl history as a tour_hundred-18ar
booa

on wlUch t.1M hall run out. So tar, nobod;;r has had lmeh 9UCcess in nallins

<knm 1Urner's frontier hypothesis with speci.t1cs; and as tor Webb's aore gran

diose conception, it, 86_ likely we shall have to vait seYeral hundred yean

to scquire a \Uletvl perspective. 4 ~t.h1nk1ng on th1.s scale, ..

on this lll"l'el of ablluaction. that seellS to ~neral adIJIirat,1on.

Very fev, I av.epect, would bl.J t ~ place Il1rlllD. Kartin Chittenden in the

S8lll8 class with Turner and Webb as all 1nnovator and investigator. ~t BIVOne-
disposed to inqu:Lre into the h:l.storiograrhy of ttm past sixty Y'llU'S w:l.ll find

tha~ttenden'sThe Ameriean Fur Trade of the F:u' west! has 1nnucnced nearly

everything written aboU't-t*1'1~first hill of tho N1.neteenth century.

p tl JcsI
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JOliN ADAMS to ELDRIDGE GERRY,tifth vice President.duringthehcight of
the WAR of 1812. A superb letter on the French Revolution anc the political
situiltion in Europe anc America,follovin; OUI: ovn War for Independence,vhiCh
led to the War or 1812. In this letter "dallls quotes George Washin;ton Yord for
Yord on the International Fur trade and the British Ilipressment of Seamen.

****.* •••••••••••• *•••••••
·Ouincy April 2 1813

wDear Sir tntandum.vice Preses,jubcs renoure dolore••
In a late letter you asked vhat Vere the Points in dispute betveen The

Government ot U.S. and that ot Gre.. t Britain vhen I ....as Vice President?
Your Excellency vas a Member of Congreaa in 1789 and preaent at the Inaug
uration of the President [Waahington J. In that moment the French RevOlu
tion,a gigantic Int..nt begotten by POlly ....idvifed into the vorld by Mad
ness, nurtured by Atheism, Deis.....nd every Species of Vice and WiCkedness
- headed by a Prince of the DloOd and three or four of the 1lI0st ancient-
the ...ost poverful and the IIIOst beloved Fa.ilies in France, vas four or five
years old .• IDEOLOGY, vas SupreRie and sauvreign in EurOpe and ~erica.The

Frencb constitution of 1789 vas reed. in Congress vitb rapture. Elsvorth
in Sen..te and l'Iadison in the House IK)vcd and carried Votes of AdRliration of
it. When
I put the Question in Senate,a duty I could not avoid, I telt al! it I should
sink through the board that supported lIIe. I consicered the Senate as recor
ding lin eternal Monument at their Ovn Ignorance and the Nations disgrace.
There it stands. and viII stand an imperishable recordot'TheIdeology'of
the Age. Washington and his sattellites vere as enthusiast.1c ,as the tvO
houses. Halt this Nation at the same timoAntifedralistll. This state at
things,vhich you must well remember being premised, what vere the Pointl;
withG.Britain. The Treaty of Peace ot 1783 vas openly viOlated by both
Parties. By G.Britain by holding Possesion at all the Military Posts on the
Lakes - by refusing payment tor the Negroes Soc and by the United States by
possitive lavs, in everyone of the States,in the face and eyes of the Treaty,
against the recovery at the Old British Debts &c. Here was a tormidable
corabina tion at three povertul Interests • the Ant Hederal hts, The French
Revolutionistll.anc the old Debtors to Britains alld Tories ,all tirmly unite~
in ea~arrass ing Congress & Washington. Washington vas perplexed. His affec
tions.his Prejudices anc his gratitude inclined hil!l to France: but he dreaded
England ,and tell red that FranCe vas too llIuch ell'bllrressed at home to assist hilll.
The Antil'ederiillllsts reviled anc libelled Rle a MONARCHIST, The French and
the Jacobins.represented lIle not only as a Monarchist. but as .. n English...an
and an AntigalliClln. Ha.ilton, Knox, Jefferson, Madison - Duer &c vere jeal
ous of too close an Inti.acy betveen Wiillshington and me. we vere vatched by
grecn Eyed JealOusy on every side. In this situation W.(Wllshington] had re
course to his llIilitaryGenius and Experience. tor Preetexts. The tirst vas an
Invitation to me and my Family to accompany him, his Family and suite on a
visit to Princes Gardens on Long Island where he led me II long ramb1e.where
Politicks not Horticulture were the Principal Subject.The next some months
aftervards vas another Similar Invitation to the Heights of Haerlelll Atter
dinner at the Contre House The President sent General Knox to l:Ie vith his
co...plilllents and an Invitation to walk vith hilll alone, to shoy me the Field of
one of his Battles [Hael ... Heights]. We vere no sooner alone tegether than he
said.he proposed this ragble that he aight have salle conticential conversa
tion vith lIIe upon pUblic attairs.He said he wanted lIy opinion and Advice espec
ially upon the State of our toreign .. ffairs. (frolll here on Acallls Quotes
Washington]. 'The conduct ot G.Britain vas hostile and intOllarable. She

'tra...pled on the Treaty,She held possession ot all the military Posts on the
'Prontier,She cOlflmanded the Indian countries, She 1lI0nopOlil'ed the Trade of
'Furrs alld peltril!:!I,She continually impressed our seamen &c; on i1nother hand,
'Spain WilS as untriendly at the Southvilrd. We vere liKely to be compleatly
'Surrounded, by Spain at one end, by Nova Scotia at the other - by Canada on one.
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'side, and by the British Navy on the Atlantic:. In Short "e shall be pent up on
'all sides. We shall be in a vorse Situation than ve ever vere at any time
'during the War (Revolution]. In these Circullstances,France beIng So much
'occupied vith her internal concerns and but So Slightly connected vith us,
'We are in danger of being at War vithGreat Britain and Spain at the sallie time
'and .i thout any all iance or As.istance troll abroad. I have thought of send_
'ing a Hinister to France to proposo a nevTreaty,enter into a closer connec-
, t i on wi th tha t Power, by ced ing to her and Secur ing to ourselves, Some greil ter
'Advantilges, than are in the present Treaty. But before I determined upon such
'a Measure,! ",as anxious to have your advice. What do you think of it? ' (end
'quote]. As Fate had ordained, I h<ld been mOre intimately acquainted with
'F1;ance, and the 1;ise of its Revolution from 1778 to 1789 than "ny Man in America
'and I verily believe 1II0re <lnxious about its ettect in Allerica than any Han in
'the world, I determine~ without Pretace or Apology to give himmy Opinion with
'out reserve. I ent1;e<lted him not to think of <lny closer Connections vith
'France at present. 'Why'? BECAUSE.---Here it would require six sheets of
'paper to give you the ansvt!r in detail. The Heads vere J .The Anarchy in France
'2, Thei1; total Incapacity for forming a tree Govern.llent. 3, The Characters at
'the leading Men, vholllI pe1;sonally knov to be ,tho Scientific and learned in
'general,yet totally ignorant Of a tree Government,and totally vrong and
'erroneous in their Idea at it. <1. That the then present Policy in France could
'end in nothing but military despotism. 5. That a long CiVil war in France 1I0uid
insue. 6. That an endless War in Europe 1I0uid boa lighted up. 6th 'that Neutral-
i ty vas the only Anchor Of our safety. ----, But vhat shall ve do. vi th the

'En.;;l ish'? Hy advice S 1r, is to .. end a Hi n i ,ner to St _James's. 'But they vi 11
not receive a Hinister:at least they viII not send one here in return.' I beg
yOU1; Pardon,Si1;,but I all confident they viII receive your Minister, and send

'another in return. 'But,shall We not be compelled to take a side'? I hope not,
Sir: We ought to exert our 1lI0st Strenuous Enddeavours to avoid it at least as
10n2" as possible, and IllIee no vay at avoiding it ilUlediiltely but by Ne.;;otiation
vith Great Britain, tor the Antitederalists, the Debtorlll to Britain ilnd the
Democrats among our own People are red hot tor a War vith England 7. The Contag_
ion of Democ1;acy and Levelling has already taf:en deep root in the U.S .... Nearly
one half ot our Nation,it not more than half already think; that thB Constitut
ion of The U.$. is too monilrchical and too aristocratical;that the Office ot
The President, and the Assembly ot The Senate. it not vholly unnecessary, have
too much Paver - a1;e too independent and too expensive. It lie enter into 1Il0re
intilllil te connections ",i th France, a t this Time, vhen the Enthusiasl:l of Levell
ing has Seised the Nation and ilrevaided all hearts, they vill allumine the llIallle
Bi Ie in AIIIe1;icii and throv us all into 'i1;eater Confusion thiln ever. 8th. This wi 11
intallibly inVOlve us In an i!:ulIediate war vith England, and llhen onc. ['lie] 'iet
lnto a War closely connected in Alliance lli th ei ther Paver, I see not hOll We shall
ever get out; tor this f1;ench Revolution villlllst as long and enkindle a general
War as long as that ot the Reformation. The conversation vas extended upon all
these Points. At last he seemed in a reverie tor a fellminutes,When he collected

'himself and said 'These are judicious Observations, and I thank; you, Sir for
'your Advice.' As We passed II pa1;ticul<l1; spot,He said 'Here is the
'place llhers they peppered Us,' and this lias all that vas said about the Battle
at Haerlem Hights. Instead Of sending a Minister to England, it v"s cont
rived I suppose by Hal:lilton,to send G.Morris without a COlll.Clission to EngJand,
and vith one to France. He sent none to Englan.:! till 1793. Betore which time
F1;ilnce and England had plundered our COl:ll;lerce,without Hercy.Mr.Jefferson by
Mr Madison began the restrictive syste",s of E.Ilbarlloes,flon Il:lilortatlons and Non
Intercourses. IU" Mad isons Proposi tioas fa iled in the Sana te by one vote .LI:Ipr.s.
ment of Seaman,vas always, a Point tram the Peace of 1783 to this tllle. Illish you
Health iln.:! Honour in your oftice. You cannot have l'101;e umpleilsant Treatment nor
l:Iore perplexing care, in that Station than V/IS experienced by your Friend

John Adams"
Vice President Gerry {Elbridge]".
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YORK FACTORY 1824

HUDSON'S IlA Y COMP.... NY, Northern Council, 'iork Factory. Orig.nal
rna.nuscript duplicate: "Minutes of a Temponry Council held at York Factory
Northern Distdct of Ruperu Land this fiflt uy of July one thousand Eight
Hundred and Twenty Four ... " with: "Minutes ol a Council held at York Facl.Ory
Northern Department 01 Ruperts L&nd this tenth day of July one thousand Eight
Hundred and twenty four for the purpose of eltablishing such Rules and Regulations
as may be considered e",pcd,ent lor conductins the bus inc.. of said Department...
present: George Simpson, James Leith, Colin Robertson, .... le><&nder Stewart,
James Sutherla.nd, John Ceo. McTavish, John Clarke, George Keith, John
Dugald Cameron, John Ch.srles, John Stuart, EdwardSmith, John McLoughlin,
and James Kcith.:." signed and datcd James Keith, York Factory, July 23,
1824, and written entirely in the hand of James Keith. 6 p.,40 p., in a small
4to volume, closely written, appro", 10, 000 words.

The Northern Council. an annual meeting of the Chief Factors and Governor
or the Hudson's Bay Company, was the mOst important governing body of the
Territory. Here was made all the decisions relative to the Trade for the
upcoming year. The nflt Northern Council meeting was held in 1821, thus
oUr· copy would be the 4th meeting.

This is the only transcr.p!. of the meeting held in private hands, and one
of only four which arc known 1.0 survive, 2 being in the Hudson's Bay Archives
in the Provo Arch. 01 Manitoba, and one in the Huntington Library. This
copy is a new find and hitho!rto unknown to scholars.

Among the many impor~nt decisions and resolutions (there arc 137 Resolutions
in aU) contained in the minutes:
I. Scale o[ Wages [or all employees o[ the Company. steersmen, bowsmen.
middlemen, guides, interpreters and polt mech.snicks, in all the Districts
and posts, including Athabl.sca, Macken:.ie, New Caledonia and Colu.mbia
Diltricts.
2. Detailed price scales and arills [or all products and provisions imported
and native, sold by the H.B.Co. at its various polts, with special provisions
for the Canadians of the old North West Company just recently amalgamated
with the H.B.Co.
3, Complete and detailed lists o[ all the appointments, furloughs, leaves of
absence, special expedition., for each and every post in all of the company's
territories, from Hudson'. Bay to the Paci!ie Slope, including both SUrrHn"r
and winter arrangements, .ize of outfits, volume o[ goods and number of
boau and men in the bdgade~, encompa.sing Chief Factors, Chief Traders
and Clerks.
4. Appointment or Peter Warren Dease to accompany Sir John FrankHn's
Second Expedition in search of the North West Passage, and instructions to
Dea.e to give Franklin complet" co-operation.
5, Appointment of William Brown to ""'plore and develop trade and establish
new po.u in the Babine and Chilcotin countries of Northern British Columbia,
6. Arransements lor Sir George Simpson'. journey to the Columbia District
to supervise the developlnent of trade there and to examine the cause of
reported Cases of insubordinahon and disalidaction among the traders in
that District.
9. Appointment of Peter Skene Ogden {of Snake River fame) to be Chief Trader
at Spokane House and in the Snake River District _ Ogden'. Snak.e River
Expeditions date from this appointment.
10. Appointment of Samuel Black [of Black's Journal lame] to conduct the
Rock}' Mountain Expedition into the Finla.y River district north to the Frozen Ocean.
II. The conditions for conducting the company'. Conunerce with the Red
River Settlement through the company's Colony Shop
12. Directives to all Po.t Masters to oHer complete cooperation to the Franklin
Expedition.
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13. Direc:tive. to;tll Post Master. to offar complete c:ooper;ttion to Sir Williilm
EdJnund Parry" Znd Expedition in Searc:h of the North We"t Pil.uge.
l-l. Direc:tive. to all Post Master. to orrer complete c:ooperation to Captain
C.F.Lyon'. Expedition 10 Rep"lse Bay.
15. Dircc:tive. to all Post Masters to offer complete c:ooper;ttion to the Churc:h
Missionary Society in its efforts to convert and c:iviti%e the Indian., including
il grant for every ",bUd, religious and moral direcllves for Ireiltment of the
Indian., a ba.n on the ... Ie of liquor to Indian., direct instruc:tion. to the trader
emplu.i:r.ing {air ;tnd cquiLable lrilde with the Indiiln •. including every eHort
to apply c:onclliiltory poli",ies in all circwn.u.nce•.
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SEIZURE OF FORT DOUGLAS AT RED RIVER 1817

The affidavit of J.M.Cadotte,February I4,I8I7,reIates to the struggle
between the Hudsons Bay Co. and the North West Co. for control of the
Indians and the fur trade of British North America.The H.B.Co. had
taken and burned Fort Gibraltar from the N.W.Co. On June 19th 1816 Gov.
Robert Semple confronted Cuthert Grant,a clerk of the N.W.Co. ,who was
passing Fort Douglas with a party of Indians and half-breeds, which
resulted in the massacre of the Governor and about 20 of his men.The
N.W.Co. tOOk possession of Fort Douglas.Then on January 10th 1817 the
fort ~as retaken as related in the above affidavit which has been
translated from the French.SEE opposite page for the original document.
Very little has been written on this historical event.In H.W.Campbcll's
book McGILLIVARY LORD OF THE NORTHWEST,she writes that Selkirk's mer
cenaries marched to the Red River, "re-taking fort Douglas after scaling
the stockades by ladders on a cold, moonlit night." It would be 4 years
before the two companies would merge in 182l and become the HUDSON'S
BAY COMPANY.
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Corn...all[Canada]20th April 1835
"John Stuart Esquire,

My dear friend your much esteemed favour dated Forks McKen~ies

River 5th March 1834 Came to hand in due time in October,which afforded
me unfei~ned pleasuer to receive your anual recollection of past times,
which we .utually passed in thought Ie•• cheerfulness;although often
engagvd in toilsome peregrinations - Nothing could afford me so much
pleasure as the receipt of your friendly letter which I read over ... ith
delight till I came to the concluding para~raph Which announced your
determination of going to Europe direct from ...hence you expected never
to return to Canada ....hich hard sent.nce made tears flo ... cOpiously from
my eyes that ca.e from the heart to think that I ...ould never se. my
dearest friend anymore.--- You served t ...o respectable fur companies. one
after the other for a series of year..... ith credit to yourself and advan
tage to them beyond that of any other Partner of their concern•• your
~eal and ability deserved more than co~on recompense. yet in large and
extensive COnCerns like these. the aclSt noted in Al:lericil. that are generally
led by a f .... ambitious men of no generous principle. the merits of the
...orthy are often sacraficed for the agrandisement of the ...orthless leaders
or chiefs,by this I do not mean to reflect upon the chiefs of your present
cOl:lpany and much less upon all those of the old company - I do believe
that the lat. William McGillivray{Died in London 1825)'o'as a man of a generous
mind. At the time your friendly letter came to hand I "'as busily employed
at a job I engaged in of the St La ... rence canal near the Longue Sault,...hich
is rather an ardious undertaking,yet it seems to ...ork ...ell,ho...ever it is
uncertain vhether it viII be profitable, time only can tell the resUlt. You
seer:'! to reflect upon your old friends in sllying th"t the cl1mllte of Canada
is flltal to retiring North Wcsters and evon possessed of malediction 
that puts me in mind of my father confesser (priest] who tells me that it
is SUrprillinO that North Westers do not thrievc in this happy Illnd.because
ve acquired our little meanS by cheating the poor Indians in thllt far ...est
country where there is no la .... human or devine observed. No... upon the
other hand I am Borry to have to observe too often that the people of this
Christian country llre as void of contience llithough they live under the
la ...s of Church and State.if not mOre so than the poor North Westers ...ere
in the interior of the Indian Country. It is the innate rectitude of the
heart that keeps man from evil and makes him just to his fello'" creatures.
If man has no contience the Lavs Of the country ViII not make him upright,
La ... & Equity being at varience ... ith each other. Notvithstanding those
predictions or sayings I think ;ood North Westers might prosper in this
country as veil as any other sett of people ....ere they prudent and careful
Of their means,and not gras~ at too much.Most of those that settle in
Canada fell into the same errors in purchasing too much unavailable prop~

erty.if they had contented themselveS ...ith living upon the Interest of
their money. they might have been a ....ealthy today as the first day they
left the Indian country.alloving for .isfortunes. Ho...ever ...e have yet
one N.W. to keep up for example of ... isdo. that is ur.cle nugh McCillis.
Indeed I must say one ...ord for the honour of the No~th Westers of upper
Canada. that most of them have kept up their respectability although some
of them are reduced in means.Mr.John McGillivary [cousin of William) had
the goodness in March last to inform me of your having returned into the
interior from Portage La Loche.other ... ise I ...ould not have known but you
vere in the South of France,vhere you intended to have gone ....hen you wrote
me last. Mrs.Fraser requests to be kindly remembered to you - We are here
as if in the heart of Scotland surrounded by Highlands and the decendents
of Highlanders of every Creed.Our young family consists of five boys and
three girls. I remain Dear Stuart/yours vhilste/Simon Fraser.
Please present my RespectfUl Compliments to all enquiring friends.Hov is
Mr A.H.McLeod [Archibald Normlln].Mr E.Smlth,P Dease [peter Warren,in Ne...
Caledonia in 1835] and William McIntosh [at Fort Chipevyan during the Red
River troubles in 1816~17l &C."
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SIMON FRASER FUR TRADER
EXPLORER

Born in 1776,of British Loyalist
parents,at Bennington. Vt.His
father was a captain in the Br.
army and died in prison.51.11on's
widowed ..other took hi ... to Canada
where he vas sent to $Chool. At
16 years of age he engaged to
the North West Co.ln 1797 he vas
pro.lloted to the Agent iIIlt Orand
Portage.He served at various
posts and in 1807 he was ordered
to explore the Tacouche Tess.,
then thought to be the Coll.lIabia
River.on May 28,1808,he started
his perilous decent of the river
Which voUld immortalized his name
as the Fraser River,John Stuart,
to whom the letter is addrellsed,
was Frllser's clerk on this epic
voyage Of discovery. Fraser's
letter to Stuart was vritten
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aCter he had ..etired frolll the fur trade,
'While Stuart vas in the service of the,
Hudson Blly Co. H.H.Bancroft, in his history
at the NORTHWWES~ COAST,describes Fraser
as being illiterate and ilJ-bred,although
he credit!> hi .. as a .an of courage. The
letter transcribed on tlle opposite page
could noL have been written and composed
by an illiterate person! Fraser writes
about the North Westers after the ..erger·
of the N.W. and H.B.Companies and ..entions
the na.IIGs of many Nor'- Westers, including
William McGilllvary.Silllon Fraser made the
third trans-continentsl crossing of North
Alllel'lc;ll.A1exander Mackenzie the first 1793,
Levis S Clark the second 1805 David Thompson

the fourth 1811,and the Astorians under W'P'I~~~~~i~Hunt tho fifth 18l1.SEEmap for the area ~':""..':".::''''.:ii''
Cililed Nllw Caledonia ...hich became BRITISH .._._c.... __....
COI,UMQIA.Simon Fraser died April 19.1862, ".W"""'''''·'''
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FUR TRAm: AND EXPLORATION

TilE FRENCH IN NORTH AKERICA

(M~dllSnipt).MA"'USCRIPT P[~IITCRA"'TEO TO PJERRE-CHARLES LE SUEUR TO
TRAVEL AND TRADE WITH THE SIOUX INDIANS.~ docummI,ipoed. J""" 5. 1635.
Folio. 2 ppm .... sheet.. CcImpc>oed in FrmdI.., papcrwalennarl<cd 'PB" FlIlds presenl.clem. Ibe
sitw" Lc FItbvno oX Ia 8afn,. sci;:ncur ofsaid ..,., Ki",.. e...-illor iIIllis COIlrlCils, 1O"CfTIIlI" and
licul....,,~1ofalllhc lands ofNcw Fnna: and Acadia. h:I'ing rea:i''Cd from Sicur .... 500=.
raidcnl of Montral. lhc imponam dispaldlcs from lhcR~ Fatab £n£e Superio< rOO"lhc whoIc
Ottawa mJUion. ond ors;c.n Ouu..., and Bo.il..... eommandan, '"' said ttl 'Olfthcr ..,lh _
(dispaldlcs) ofch<,...hcr oX SaulD'. aod ~ beml neccuary fOO" lhc =viol: "flbe: K,nl and countr)". rOO" the'"
to mcel .. lIh Lc Sueut aI said place '0 any <>Ul replies and the credentials "f..... ich he is in charge. and 11

beingjUSl thal he bo mo.rdcd because he has tr"""led "" hi' """ behalf and tlllt he will bo obligW 10
return on hi' bcllllf. he (lhc 10vernor) has promi..d hIm that he could t.alc hi' canoe: bock loaded with III
mcn:har.H.. which hc will judge nocCM3l)' fOO" the lI1lde wnh the Sioux. It !laic dC'S f'uanu (Green B.y.
Wis.) and "ther pi",," which lie will judgc ",,".e"","t. II. wilt be .ble tQ trade du.ing 1685 ~nd \686.
unte.. he i' dellyed by thc war bet"'.." ,h. Outall"mi,(~·ox...) wi'h ,be Sioux.... II is forbidden tohim 10
do .ny lrade in .lrollOl in thc said eountt)'.llI1d hc il ..quested to f"rward ourdispot<h.., in the bond. of
Sicurs de Lav.l"i•. La nunm'.yc, Dulhu!. BoislUil",t and ,he R.""••1Id Falller Enll"Ir;tn... Done.t
Qu.l>oc:. S,h Ju.... I6IS.
(sigrtfd:) Ba=t (willi fIourisJl)."

Pierrc-charl...... s..."" 16n·l704. He was lhc sonofVittor ....S...... and Anno HOR/IoOW" and nwrie<l
M3I'JI'C'itc Mcuicr St. Mic:bel:u llouclIoerville, Chombly, Qudxc in [690 .

Marxucnte """ WIli[... with lhc fwll1lo:k. MVIIII a faIllcr (Mtthrl M ..,. who h.,;I been with LaSalle
and TOOl)' in 1610) and a brother (Rene Messe D\Idw:ne) ...""'" IIad. been ia ttwe f• ...,.. and a '''''..-.
Jeanne wbo ..... marrxd 10 an impoRant ..... in ttwe buW>e:u. [P'""'= Hcbcn. ••

Bef"'" 1631. PicrTe..-as ia1tloc...,.,.", G<= IUs U1ding_ .. Snll SIe.. marie w,th J.... it FI1bcr
Pierre Bail ......... In 16&1 he was ..1eased ftomjail in M..,1ttIl f(ll" hiJlII:I'v~", and~ willl trad""
ilJesaIIy. buI by 1611 he ..... with a ODIIVO)'of IS ......... from Mon<n::aIl"~ a.y and the M......ippi
(ie. this manusaipl). lie W1lSass.isIing Nic:olas Parot .. Fort ADlO.ne. (_ IA. Prpm..,lhc
M...io.sippl) wlocn P......:>l "'ul ,ially ,001< pooscssAAIoflhc Mississlppo-" hcIdwat.... fOO" france in May
of 16&9. In 169) Pi...., is $CJ1l by ouis oX B<IIdc. Com.. oX F""'tUIIC (Gov, GCn<11l1 ofN.w Ftane:e)
to establish fom aboull.alc SuperiOO" and peace bnwc<:n I1le ""'i"" tribes. by I69S he """ <c>mmanding a
fOf'1 al Chequam.ll"" (Lapo,nte) &. had e51lblisJled _h..- 0<I1bc Brule·S'. Croix n ..... rou'e. !he p..."ioIts
year. Now he was ct«ling Il10Ihcr 0<1 an ;,Iand of ,he MIssissippi. !OO leaS..... above ,he IIlino" Rivo.. In
mid-July of t69$. h~ relumod to Montrcalwi'h ChiefsoflwO native tribe. (Ojibwe and Dakot.) and r..e
other Frenchmen.

Th. 101•• yean of the 1690',. Piem: spent 01' at lea>l two trips to France (on onc trIp he was eaptures.t
sca and spent Ihe ,umme. of 1697 as a B'ili'h pri""",.). On hi' telum trip from """,ee in 1699. h.
ac<:ompaniod hi, wifc', eOlfSln, (Pierre .... Moync Il~llf d'lbc....illc. J.an 610. L.c Moy... ,itur de Bicnvillo
and Amoi....... Moyn. de Ch/l'oaugue) 0<1 tbei' mission 10 perma...ntly csrabli'" !he claim of LaSaIl•. fOO"
Franc. at ,he """'th of ,he Mississippi.

Al the .nd of April of 1700. Pi...., and 24 ...... lea"" lhc moulh of !he M""iss,ppi fOO" the Upper
MiMissippi -..I by kplcmbrr tbc:y IIJrivcd .. Nirolas Pmo(, island posI of I'le Ptlce, abo"" lake Bon
S«ows or Lake I'qlin. A' "'is poinl. ac:cordinllO Andre Pmic:aul" journal oflhc upcdifion (from 'fleur
de: Lys and Calumet'.ll1lnSJalcd and edited by RichrbourJ McWilliims), "... lhc frmdl from Canida sa
lIP lbe:ir fon and u.li", ccnI"- Vl'hoI tbc:y come 10 InIT", ia pelts and """'" merchandise: here, too. tbc:y
spend lhc wimer bcc:1lusc pmc is very plentiful ia Ibe: pnlrics.., both SJdc:s oflbe: riWl"... When 'P""'&
comes. Ibe: ""V38"" come to this island brin£InIlhcir mctdIondisc, ... 0IIcn then!~ "''''I"" ..110 rob Ibe:
Ft"Cf"dI..Canadian U1ldc:n: ponic:ulart)·lhc sa...... ofone vii. made: "I" "ff<"" difflttUll n:uinns
dislinguis/>cd by lbe:ir names.. namely. the Cioux, the people oflhc ....in villa&c; lhc Monton'''''; Ibe:
M.nrooll(1lnf....: lhc~~ snmc Other Cinu>< "f1M soil; EiJ;hlq.... up<ItC:aIt1 we found lhc
Sau' de: St. Antboinc. ..1I1C!1 .... can I>tar lIW Icap>n away ..." Lc Sucutb.llh Fort L'Huilherand m">ed
......,M thought wu a copper ore. f'CI..... ing 10 lhe If1IIIIlh oflhc MiWssippi m FdInwy of 1702 and taking
hi. 0 .. bad: to France. On hi' ..tum jOU11lO)' be eluglll the plague whilc ,n the Gulfof Mexic:o in ,he
.pring of 1704 and died.'

CIaOX same as SIOUX Indians,one of the largest and most po...ecful
group of tribes in North AmeriCa. This document is dated. only
three years and t ...o months after LaSalle had taken possesslon of
of Louisiana _April 9,1682. d'Iberville .... s founder of Louisiana
and De Bienville.his brother ....as three times Governor of Louisiana.



._---
FUR TRADE AND EXPLORATION

THE FRENCH IN HORTH AMERICA

(J'obollSCnpt-\'oyagur', CO_lra<1). MANUSCRIPT OOCUMEI<oT DI:.'AILJI'I'G TIlE
EMPLOYME/IroT OV Sit. NICOLAS PERROT OF K,\PU",EL aUUVA1S AND I'ICOLAS GODE
AS VOYAGEURS. M-.iptdoctmenl.:ig:ntd II Villnnaric.! July, 1611, and mdoncd on J7 AugI6l.
1619. Folio.!!'P_ Composed ill Frencb. Some ooil",," T..o~ rrinforttd "ilb ord\i....I~. "Eking
ptnmI bef"", lIS Sr. Nia)I;as """"'. Scil;n<u< of'" Hi.;"'" du lOIJll. on """ pan and RaphKl ~vai> 8:.
Nicolz godc arthis l.bnd. on m." (11!1(1 p3rt; ..flo h;l.~. orlhcir 0"'" free "ill and ItI good faith. COlIIfXled
and~~ I:'l rol""'~ I.e. Sn. lklIu,""isond Godc Ila'c promised and obligated ~I,'os. indi,iduaill.
to lI,,,'ct "" beh:llfof!"" compmy ...hieh said Sr. Pm'oc bas, or ""'1 "".... in the Oue_is country on<!
"'...... """'" mnolc <<>UntON. and lbey ...ill k ••• as $000 as"" n.'IlllC>lod bv Sr. Pcrroc. or 01"...." on hi:l
bell3lf. ond ,<,turn~, Ihe l,t..1 in the aul""," arn.x,),,,,,, 1689. During thi~ time 51'S. Beau",i. &. Go<le
",II ""0";; faithfully lIIld ...f""<1lily as i, possible for the benefit of >aid cum",,"). during said period lhey
",II be fed by In. abo,-. compallY. in the voy.geurs' "1",,1 m.nner. und. morro,·cr. So'fd S"ur P,rrol ",ill
pa) t" cach oftlier". Si,urs Buu""i, &. God•. upon their ",Ium 10 thi, cily. Ihe 'Utll of 700 Ii, ..." in Re",'cr
"I th. I'll< of Ihe Que""c bu",au. II will be pennissibl( for Ilc.u,.i, 8:. God. 10 I'~C to .aid ,0u"lry. at
their 0"'"0 ""ncfit. onc riflc. ,i, shin,. 2 ••pOIS. and pc'11.. "hieh ",ill"" loadcd in their c"n"" on Ihe refUm
trip. Said !k'u,aii &. God< "ill e.ch "",ei... upon their ",wm. Ihcir .pichimo of Ii, be.,crs. Thus.
promising 8:. oblig:uin~ 8:. ",,,,,,,nc,ng 8:. done &. pusN .t s.1id Villem:lric. in the office of ...id nolO/). ,n
lhe moming of July 2. 1688. ,n lhe prc-sentt ofl.oui, Dupuis dit Le Parisien 8: CI.ude J>ilW'd d,l SI.
Franctlis. "'Siding a[ said Villemane. "00 "".. ,iv-ed ,,'uh said panie$ _ noury. Ifter I/Ii, "",",ad
8CCon:ling [01be~.

(,igned:) N. 1'ernN. N~GoJc. R........I B3u\"eS. Loui<~'" Cbudc Pin:lrd. AdI'on1Yr•.-y.

'X..- #_<.. 2t7(l'ftzuC. ttuU<£- L,;),j",u;a

(=,_~~c,nvtJbcf-Je C?-",;u<.'V"?'a::r5
Bcins pnsaM befon: thooaid~.~. -.dllle.ill 'M.........t below. R.P-I BoOVllIs _ has
declared th3I he has ~iwd in emil rnxn Situr Nicolas PmoI!he sum of700 Ii",," in &ood Ileaver. in
KCOrdaoce witll the above "',,"[(111. Mon:o_. he <k<:W'es ..... he IlllI received his ."ichime and he
acquits ...id Sr. 1'...01 and ",hen for~ this \lein,hi,shm only. Clone and paued III said Vilt.rnarie.
in the officc ohaid IIOWY. in the morning ofAugust 271h, 16&9, in lite presence oflean [)cdieu. me",""nt
'J1d Georg. Michellel. WilneutJ ",siding lII ..id Vitl,marle, who ha\'C signccl with ..id Situr Deauvais and
nolary according to th. onlonnance.
(signed:) Raphael Blo•• is. [)cdi,u. MicheliCl. Adhcmlr.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Nicola. P'm>!. b. ca. 16<14. d. 1718. "french explorer in Canada and th,Old Nonhwesl. H, cam,to N,w
France as a child and. in Hrvil:e ofl/l, Jesu.il missionaritt. became acqUllinted witll !h, Nllli"" A~icans
and Nllli"" Ameriean LIn&UIl&~ Lal.... as a fur u.der around Gtttn Bay. he acquired considenoble
in~ over 1M lndant of Wisconsin and in 1670 W1lS scm 10 the WCSI by FrontenIC to take formal
possession for ff3llOt. In lUI, with duluth, he helped bria& !he we:slQ'll NatM Americans into 1be fm>ch
campaign apinsl: Ibe lroquoit.and. ill 16lJIOhe visited Mackinac: IOprn=I'" hoqooitall~. 1'...... was
mode (1615~ of1be ten'iIory.-ound Green- Bay ..t~ lrado: with Ih< Sioux as wen as with
other Indians and ill 1619lOm>aJly daimeo:I f =ion oflh<~ M"·;,..ippi ....... rortkw Ff3lIOt. +
Probably in 1690 be diKo...allhc lead mines ofSW Wisccnsi:rL Wbctl aU ndioc liaMes om-<~
be rm.mal to Lowtr CaDada IIIId _ Ml'p\oyalat ID<iiarl inlaprtIu in L7tI I. He is bCSI rerno:mbercd for
his MmIOire ..... Its moeun, COUSlIlIDM .. rdli&ion des '''C'ees <k tAmtriquc Se~..... (11M). 1be .
"..",.,;. 10 ...-vi"" 0Cll ofhis many writinp..· (Columbil Ency.:1opedia. 6th edition. 2001)

••An .,,;chime> is a lip handed to !he v<>ya&eurI al\er a '[""C"''ol~ A...,.,." a .......i«able, hooded
"""ICOIf ofblanket doth. moosdIide. or Olhet" malcrial.1on! Ih< scandanl__I ihc lnKlen and
lrapc'rs in lhe Nonh.·

'OUTAOUAIS, Sllme llB OTTAWA
DULHUT _ sleur Daniel Greysolon du Lhut. City at Duluth named tor.

+PERROT/LeSUEUR.In 1686 Perrot built fORT St.!\NTOINE on the lower
east side at Lllke Pepin.LeSueur was there in l689,when perrot pro
Claimed the upper Mississippi and it's tributaries tor France.



TIlE WESTERN MAILS

THE BEAUTIFUL SQUAWS OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS
Robert Campbell had gone to Ireland,to visit his birthplace, in' February of
1830 and on his return to the United States in late June or Ju1nhad stopped
off to see his brother Hugh in Richmond,Virginia.The fOllowing extracts are
from the letter that Hugh's wife had written.to Robert about a month after he
had left for St.Louis. Under date of "RiChmond August 3d" 1831 she writes
"Dear Robert .... I have now to make an apology for my neglect in writing as
well as for my seeming neglect in far ...ell-taking ..... Mr.Campbellleft me
last Sunday week for N. York, no ... if he had taken the idea before you left us.
you I am sure ...ould have been good natured enough to have remained to take
care of us until his return _ now we are without a gentleman in the house, four
poor creatures,that are afraid Of our own shadows - I expect Mr.C. home on
tuesday night next - and this is positively the last time that he shall make
his appearence on any of the northern boards wi thout me _ Dont you agree wi th
me? .... Old Davy Kyle of Philadelphia is brOke and has compounded with his
creditors - James of Fayetteville and all connected with him are also broke
Kyle and Deniston have diSSOlved, and there is great fuss among the whole set
- Thank God that my father is not of the number. "Well Robert ...hen this rea
ches you ,you will be in sweet St.Louis again _ do you think you viII remain
there _ I hope it may be there or sOllle other civilized place that you ViII
fetch upon I beg of you Robert not to think of the vi Ids voods again, or trapp
ing or buffaloe hunting or ,last but not least the beautifUl, interesting
squavs of the Rocky Mountains. I am convinced that when you are once more
engaged in business let it be of what kind or where it will,youwill be con
tented and happy - Again I entreat you not to think of resumeing your wander-
ing life God bless you/Mary Campbell."

Robert was married to Virginia Kyle of Philadelphia on February 25,1841.
Mary's reference to the "beautifUl squaws" probably stems from what Robert
may have told her about the fur rendezvous held annually in the Rocky
Mountains.A "mardi gras" of the mountains ,with dancing, frolicking and
carousing, in which the Indian squaws toOk part.One story has it that an
Indian chief observing all this remarked that he wondered if there were
\lOmen in the land that these men Came from - the mountain men!
Robert returned to the U.S. in 1831.

Folded letter postmarked "RICHd AUG 4" 1831 and rated 25 cents
to St.Louis,Missouri.
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Ques

THE WESTERN MAlLS

DEPOSITION OF THOMAS FITZPARRICIt 1836

1'holll"s Fitzp"trick of I1vful age being produced svorn iIInd eX"lIIined deposeth "nd
."ith-

Ques - Did you act as clerk for SlIIith Jackson Sublette in the Rocky Mountains
in July 1827."nd rem"in there sOllie considerable tillle there"fter?-
IIns Yes-
Qus War you ;lcquainted with David Cunningham deed in the Rocky Mountains?
IIns I "as _ and for sometime previous to 1827 __
Ques When did silid Cunningham set out with Jedediilh Smith for California on

a trapping expedition?-
In July 1827, but does not reCOll.ect the dllY of the 1II0nth

Is it usulll to trap Beaver during the .u....er month.?-

Ans It vas not at that time.to IIit, in 1827,but it vas usulIl to co....ence
about the first of Septelllber-

Ques Do you know "hether said Cunningham vas employed by said Smith Jackson
Ii. Sublette vhen he started for Califotnia, or vas he trapping on his
own account,as many in that eountry do?-

IIns 1 am not positive, but think he made an engagement to have a certain
price tor each skin he cilught - and vhen persons m"ke such eng"gements
they do not receive vages for services by the lllonth!i.c

Ques Did not report say that said Cunninghalll vas killed shortly after his
departure in COlllpany vith Smith for California-

IIns Report said he vas killed shortly after his departure,at le"st before
he arrived at the pu.ce of his destination,not 1II0re than tventy days
travel trolll the pl"ce he lett-

Ques Do you or do you not knov, that Smi th Jackson and Sublette vere indebted
to s"id Cunningh"m,and it any,to vhat amount?-

IIn5 I believe they were indebted to him,bl,lt to "hat amount donot knoll-

Ques Do not the greater part of the free trappers as veIl as hired men spend
a groater part of their money in the Rocky Mountains for supplies from
hunt to hunt,as it,is necess"ry to keep up their equiplllent?-

IIna It often happens so, tho' there may be some exceptions -

Ques 00 you presume th"t S.. i th Jackson Ii. Sublette could ove Cunningham eight
or nine hundred dollars for the short length of time they were doing
busin.ss

IIns Sill! th Jackson" Sublette had been in business tOgether about one year
previous to July 1827 - but 1 do not knov hOll mUCh they oved Cunningham

Oues DO you knov '\ihether Cunnlnghalll had been in the employ of Smith Jackson
prior to Jult 1827-

An. 1 do not think he vas, but he "as trapping for himself/ Thomas Fitzpatrick

Svorn to and subscribed
before me D Hough this
11 th Noveaber 1836/D HOugh J. P.
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'j'JIJ:: II'ESJ'EJIN AWLS

INDIANS. WHISKEY &. 8RI TISH TRADERS

-Depat of tfae/Z6 Apeil.ISZZ

"Sir I have received your cOl:iYlunication of the 1st Uitilllo rela-
tive to certlin occurrances allong the Indians and traders on the

Mississippi. It is difficult. under the present lavs.to pre
scribe any peeticular course of conduct to be pursued t.o...ards Pezan
.so Mayrand,vho appear frolll your statement to be in the employment of
the American fur company. You ...ill, hovever, keep your eye upon them,
and Roletto [Josephj. ...hoSG character is veil kno ...n here,and report
their proceedings to thill Department.Their conduct in selling spir
ituous liquors to the Indians is very reprehensible,and if you should
have Sufficient evidence of the fact, you are authorized to seize all
such lic;uor in their possession.and destroy it,if it cannot be SOld
without danlier Of its flllling into the hands of the Indi"ns.!'!ontry ,\.
Boushon, both of vhom you state are Bri th:h Subjects and tnding wi th
out license with the Indians within our Territory.ought to be forth-
... i th ordered to depart end if the order be not obeyed wi thin a reason
able tillie, force llIust be used to cOlllpel Obedience. The part Which the
Sioux Chief. the Leaf. has acted to..."rds Hr. Grig rion [Augustin
Grignon"].a trader vholll you st"te to be regularly licensed by the
Indian Agent [John Lawe] It Green 8"y.i5 vie...ed as unfriendly to the
Government and you lI'ill reprsent to him in strong and spirited terms
the iJ:lpropriety of his conduct and the consec;uences to ...hich a repet
ition Of it may lead. The Act of Congress passed 29 April 1816,
supplementary to the Act of 1802.points out the mode in lo'hich the
\loods of foreigners tradingvithout license. and ...hich may be seized,
are to be disposed of. This Depertment has been informed that
the Sacs & FOl:es complain that they have suffered by the interference
of the Government in the Wer bet...een thellland the Sioux,as relying
upon Such interference for protection. they vere lIttlcked by the
latter ...hen they ...ere unprepared to defend them Selves. The Govern
lIIent is very desirous that peace Should be lIIade betveen these tribe••
and as the SiouJ:: have been the aggressors it is deellled proper that they
Should 1II0ve Utst in the business,and you will accordingly use your
exertions to induce thelll to do so. The Agents at Prairie du Chien '"
Fort "'rlllstrong have been instructed to cooperate ... ith you in etfect
ing a Peace bet...een the Sioux and the Sacs'" Foxes.by preparing the
latter to receive the overtures of the former favorably. Col
Dixon [Robert Dickson·] ...ill be able to give you some useful informa
tion in reUtion to the best mode for the Settlement of the differ
ence bet\l'een the tribes above mentioned,ot IIhich you 11111 avail your
self;but as he is a foreiner it is not considered proper that he shOUld
have any personal interference in the business. Col Di::on has
applied to this Department for a passport to go to '" frolll the English
Settlement*on Red river;but as it is a case in ...hich this Departlllent
has nO knovledge of the ci rCUlllstances connected wi th it, and vi th
vhich it ispresuced you are veIl acquainted, I have therefore refer
red hilJ to you to act upon his application. You villllccordingly
e:..e:-cise your discretion. and if you should think it proper grant hilll
the passport he desires. I have the honor to be /yr obed Servt/

J.C.Calhoun-
La ... rence Tal i II terro/Ind 1an Agent/St Peters~
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• Augustin Grignon vas a J:Iel:lber o~ the Grignon faJ:lily ...ho played import
ant rolls in the fur trade Of the upper H1&sissippi and the Grea~ !.akes.
He had been issued a license to trade v1th the Indians and on his arrival
in the area. he "as challenged by a band of Sioux, under Chief Leaf. by what
authori ty he was invad i ng thei r country. Al though Gr 19non showed t.hem
the license they "ere not satisfied and burned his house lind IlIuch of his
trade goods and were on the verge of killing hilll, but relented. The Sioux
involved in this act were under the influence of Joseph Rolette ...ho was
a British SUbject at one time.and was present.ly an agent of the American
Fur Co. at Prairie du Chien. Grignon rebuilt his tradin~ house 251:1ile'
dOlln the river. There is little doubt that the attack on Grignon vas insti
gated by ROlette.
"Robert Dickson was a lieutenant in the British Indian Department and at
one time an agent for Lord Selkirk at the Red River Settlllmont.He was
issued alicense by the War Department to trade with the Indians in the U.S.
territory.
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SIR JOHN FRANKLIN's ARCTIC EXPEDITION 1625-"27

"My Deat" Sit" r avail myself of our being what the Canadian Voyageut"s
term Degrades or stopped by the "ind _ to give you an account of out" pt"og
ress - which r have not hither to had leisure to do. You will be happy to
he<:r that we have been favoured by an unusually early season,which hal>
enabled uS to get forward even better than we had anticipated - from which
circumstance we have eveey reason to hope that we may reach our winter
quarters in good time 50 as to make comfortable arrangements before the
winter sets in severely - but we must travel expeditiously to effect this
- We now are at work daily tt"om 3 AM till Sunset, and shall continue these
hours theoughout the Summer season - In our advance from Fort William
(former ly the pci nci pal es tablishmen t of the N WCo) (North Wes t Co. J we
have follo~'ed the route which has been annually pursued by the Fur Traders
since their first visit to there parts - and in no part of this Country have
r Seen more inteeesting & picturesque Cascades, (those of Niagara excepted)
than are found in the Kamanes .. Winepeg River _ but the interrup-
tions these give to the navigation rendee the teavelling in loaded Canoes
extremely fatiguing - and you will be surprized perhaps to learn that in the
distance of 700 miles there are 54 Portages & 30 Places of Discharge - "here
either the whole or greater part of the stoees & Canoes ace to be caeried-

Accompanied by Dr Richardson I am nO\; hastening forward in a Canoe
more lightly charged than the others _ for the purpose of getting the prov
isions ready at the different posts - and of oveetaking "'1' boats. These I
have heard arrived at Cumbeeland House during the wintee _ and r teust they
are by this time on the way to Isle a La Crosse at which place I may probably
get up with them. If I have the opportunity of writing to England this Sea
son after I get to them - I shall do myself the pleasuee of giving Sir Byam
Marten information as to their conditional capacity. I beg of you to ment-
ion my intention to the Comptroller with my kindest regards. You
Will be glad to heae that I have received accounts _ that the first division
of my stoees sent from Canada _ were taken to the Mckenzie River last Autumn
- so that the gentleman who has charge will have plenty of time to get us a
snug house built, befon' we come - and what is more important he ",ill be at
(Great] Bear Lake sufficently early to make the Fall Fishing - an the prod
uce of which our sUbstence next winter must mainly depend - I take
the liberty of enclosing to you a lettee foe Oue faithful friend Hepburn,
as I am not certain whether I have addressed it to the proper vessel or
station - May I request the favour of your getting it franked (paid] - to
him ,and altering the address if it be not correct - Pray do me the
kindness to presenting kindest regards to Commissioner Boyel & Sir R
Leppug.?Dr Richardson deems me to give you his best respects - my other
companions Lt. Back [George, later Admiral, Royal Navy] Mr Kendall ace
beinging up the Canoes with oue ston';s _ Ever my dear Sir/very trUly yours

John Franklin"
To J . Dease Thompson Esq. /Commi ss ioner/Sonterset House"

Franklin> Sir ]Qhn
('7g6.,841)· F"n'lin comm,nd«l .n ov,d.od e.f'«Iition du,ing ,he
run t8'9·'" which p'o«<d<d ftom Yo,. I'."o'y by w.y of Gm' Sl..,
1.>l:e to 'h, mout~ of tbe Copporm;oe Ri,·<, .nd 'heo" ",'""rd .long th,
A,otic '''''It. He continued h;, ..plo"';"", in 'hi-'7. whon hc prO«Cd<d
10 the mOUl~ of thc M.den.;. Ri....od rh,o« w"'t""nd .loot 'hc •.,.""
for .. Poio, n.rrow, ","o,im, Ri,~.rd..,n. who .«omf"ni«! him ro 'ho
mout~ of'h< Mad<n.i<. ,urvcr<d 'he c,,"" to 'hc ..,,,",'ud .. far .. 'he moo,h
of 'h< COPP'"nioe River. '0 t8'45 F"ol:lio "",«I 00 h;, 'hird ..pedi,;oo.
bY .... ;n qo,", ort~. Nott" W... r ....g<. Hi, ,h;p', Ih. Ere••, .nd Tm-.r,
were f,",co io dorins thc w;nlcr ,84(,.41 be'w«" Victor.. uno .nO KinS
W;lIiam 1.>nd. wh<TC hc d;ed oo "'~ Jone. ,g41. Th< "ory of 'he 'ob><quon'
d..,h of oil his "cw' ond thc oi"overy of relioo by 0," John R.. in ,8 H i' too
well k"own '0 ned repcti,ion.
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~~OUnCi~lB1ufts 9th Angst 1829
Me.Robe Cilll1pbell Dear Sir I <1m happy to inform you of my safe arrivill
at this place on tha tifth ('lilY after partin!ilwith you. without having the
pleasure of seeing one l:ingle Indian and r am in hopes you ..-ill be favou
red as fortunately ali my self Hr Fontenelle .... il1 write you fully
~'n the :;ubject of returning to the mountains this sprinll Enclosed
rOll .111 find <In order on He. Adams [Da i vd ?) tor ",hat IIlOny he :ilay ove J . P.
& Co - you vill please collect it for us - and in case yOIl deterl:line to
cOl:le liP you vill hold it in your hands & make use of it it YOIl ... ish - It you
give out returning you viII please turn it over to Lamarche IAndv.Drips·

1'11J:: lI'ESJ'EllN AWLS

(7here are sevecal calculations on a leat ot this letter, presumably by
Robert Cnl:lpbell]

******'*'~****""********

Folded letter carried by "Politeness ot Mr Lamarch" to Saint Louis.



••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
FOrt LISA vas establ ishea by H,mllel Lisa about 1812/13 .
LoClited on the ...est bank of the Missouri river. about six
.i les .ollth of Counei 1 Bluffs. It becaae a trading post of
the Missouri Fur Co. ,Which is so.etille. ref'fered to as the
St.Louis H.F.Co. ,to differentia.te frOm the first, ...hich ..... closed out in
1819, the same year the second ~(la vall organized. Lisa vas the headman and
Carson, Pi lcher, Perkins, Zanoni. Hempstead and others vere plll:tners. Li sa
died Aug .12,1820 - 43 days after this letter vas vri tten.

,)EJ<C-.!&iV ;;...., ",4/fIP

I •• LO"" / "Fort Lis.. June 30th 1820·
·Hr.J~ Pilcher "'... ..

Deae Sir Vc:nderbucqh [Willi ... N.] h •• arri"." thte iIItternoon fro. the
Poncills h;tving left hi. peltries at Fratt'. hous... [Bernard?] vlth tyoot
hi. handa vho could hardly hardly stand up - v. is very poor indeed. he h.s
nearly atarved since he left Cilcson [MO••• n.] bacilue. the Ponca. had not
a .outhfull to eat - hill Villi oblige to buy Dogs to cOile dovn and he COUld
not 'Jet llnought to 1•• t hi. _.. he Traded all to geather llbout2\ pits of
beiilver & 27 pits of Robes. which viII be .end down vi ttl the BiIIl. by the ficat
appr. - his pits viII be dovn in 8 or 10 dilly•. V8 have 8end V[anderburgh]
Vith tvo hands to go & build yooden Canoes to bring in the Peltries.
The Canoe from the Panls (pawneesJ arrived at the Illouth ot the Platte
about tvo hours after you had left there. with the load in good order exce
pt 5 or 6 robes vait. The hands vere oblige to lIake a second Canoe ...hich
detained them so 10ng.They are going down" r expect that their tillle is Out
"ought to be discharge this day as they are going ...ithout any thing belong
ing to the Compy except the Equip. which they vill deli vel: to you in St.
Louis or any other place you would see them &. find proper being oblig.. to
lent them the Equip because they ...ould have staid here two or three ...eeks
more &. eat- up 1lI0re provisions than we are able to furnish them.We have lIe"t
anough to last uS 40 01: 60 days mOl:e.Pl:ovi.ions are very cheap;l.t "Ussery
[Hissouri] Cantonment.damaged tlour 1 think ... ill be at S 57.[?J &. so ... ill
be the pork which ...as taken out of the garri son. Hr. Zenony [John B. Zenoni,
partner of Manuel Li.a &. Missouri Fur CO.] Just arrive from that pl;l.c.. &. he
was assured that Fields {probably an {lgent tor the arllly?] h.d bought pork
at 75 cs. pro Barrell" It may be probable that we would get sOme from hi••
(that is one good ting) " Col.Atkinson has offered to lent or .ale any quan
ti ty "'e shOUld .... nt. All hands are ilt ...ork, boat Cork[ ing] ,Coal pi tt burn
ing.&c.The beau Mal or Rongard is discharged - he was not able to do ilny
thing here he could hardly cook for the hands. I found a .istake in his ./a
for the SUIII he recd. in St. Louis - it i. only 48 - 24-\ ch{lrg 'd on Hr. Perkins
[Joseph, partner M. F. CO. ] boolt which was adi tioned 68 - 34-\ charged on the
same book by C, P. [Capta i n Pilcher?] &. the amt. of hh ...hole ale. 1s $70-74-\
• he hUI work since he was engage 4 1Il0S. & 27 days at 180 d$. a year.
Lacolle vas ... illing to stay for $155 for the Terl!ls of 10 IllOS. &. 22 days. "h...
was hired by your partners.Gamline did not want to go do...n &. 1 expect he h
willing to engagehimselt. Hr.Allen has recd his ration by me two days
after you started.for having leill a pigg [to] coole it &. give a teast to the
hands,& in the com[inq] few days I "hallitradle him again be[ing]raseal_
etus. Isadore is plouqhing the Corn &. pot[atoes] - the g"l:den is in good
order Sawyers are vork'g very ell, ~cause they are in the middle
of the yard here any person can !lee the~ but Vanderburgh is poor like ....

-All the tOlke are very veIl. Your .ost obt lervant L.PoDtenelJ.e"
Hr.Zenony request ot you to enquire lIbout his notes. ~
To Try to cOllect same if you can do it I. talk to Hr. -;;
Ths.He.pstead abollt it.Carson ... 111 start in a short /........J.-..__ ......
TI.etogoup[river)- /"If _."J'~~ ~ .
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·Council Bluff August 9th 1829
~Mr Robert Callpbell Dear Sir

I illll h"ppy to in tor.. you ot Mr Drips sate arrival at this place vith
his party &. hope that yours has not lIet vith any lIIistortune on its WilY
through the Pilvnee Country - Hr Or ips {Andrev 1. si nee hi s arri
val .has spoken to me on the subject ot entering into partnership vith
you for the purpose of carrying on the Mountain business - I regret
extrelllOly that you did not cone Iud before he left you. to pass by this
plilee - We might have conCluded in a short time and I alii sorry that he
did not take it upon himselt to enter into an arrangement betore you
separated _ however. it is yet time & I can assure you that I yould be
happy if ve could for.. a copartnership - Your experience in the
Country & the knowledge of the bus iness, together vi th vha t 1 i t tle Mr
Drips or myself Illay have would certainly insure success - & should it
turn out that no other person goes out next spring I think that there
..·ill be a coup tQ be made as the Country viII be destitute of Goods I
think. Should you be willing to enter into it,Mr Drips llnd my
self will have at your disposal tventy fiv<l hundred DOllars and prob
ably three Thousand. tha t .... i th "ha t you may be able to turn i sh would
an ilble you to start a handso..e Expedi tion of 30 or 35 l;!en and all the
necessary ilPilratus - Lamarche goes down & will return i_ediat
ely or as soon "s you viII be "ble to give us an ansWer _ Should you
conclude to joi n vi th us, LaClilrche wi 11 rellli t you .$1170. the balance
of the Draft dravn by Messrs Sublett &. Co on Gen1.Ash1y & I Yish you to
write positively by hilll, the time you may wish us to be at Liberty _ If
you should receive the 1II0ney :rom Lamarche. I wish you Would have the
goodness to furnish him with a good horse .. riggings & the Money to bare
his expenees up _ Should it not be your wish to return to the
Mount ... ins. I would request of you not to mention any thing to <lny per
son in regard of the arrangement wo had in mind.o. should it be an
etfect ot your goddness, I1r Drips .. llIyse1t 1I0uld request of you. to make
the purchase of those Hules which are to be sold &. send them by Lam.arche
if the .$1170 would SUffice to pay for· them & the Expence Of bringing
the::! up to this Place - Would you also have the goodness to let
us know wha t pr ice the Hountilin Beaver bilres In St Lou i s - /L. fontenell·

~Z)/,,~
'----
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I. The ~~untains and the ~ountatn ~~n.

A. two lette~s IIntten to Robert Ca:apbell fro."l Counetl Bluffs on
A~ust 9. 1S:29. by the ~l"tne:-5 Dnps and FonteneUe S'lOir that the situation
of S:JI1th. Jac:kson & Sublette in the Rocky l'!oll:lt ..in fll~ tra.=e before tbe fall
hu,"lt of 1829 lias :-a~ :qore p...eean.oll.3 than has been reaUte<!.. 50 ..uch 50 that
it lias a III&tte ... of doubt ..-hen C&r.lpbell c:aM dO>m fro" the lIIOunta~ns in the
sl$,::',e ... of that year ..mather 0'" not S11Iith. Jaekson & Sublette lIOuld u,orlertake
to su~ply the ~ountaln men at a rendezvous tn 18)0. Drips and Fontenelle,
at loose ends arter the !ailure of Joshua Filche... & Cot:\ilany--a ft ..... in which
they had been active Pllrtne:-5--S&1l an opportunity to tin the 100l'l.ing vacuu,'l.
and they ~de proposals to ~~~bell to assoctate hiMSelf ~th the.. tn such a
wenture. He &tIldently decided othendse. perhaps because he elec:uc to "
visit I ...e!anr;l. in 18)0.)1. bIrt possibly because of the uncertainty GTe ... ..mat
S:lI1th. J.ckson & Sublette 1IO"1.cI do. As it tu.""l1ed Ollt. fonteneUe aoo D...i!l:l
agreed to e::u:- 1nto an .......ang~nt vith the """"ric.n fur Co;:,9any; had c.."Ipbell
lone in ;,"'ith th""'. pema~s they would have IIl,Jtntainlld thVlselves longe!" as
lndepen:!imt t :-ade...s.



JOliN O' FALLON TO ROBERT CAMPBELL

·St Louh 30th June 1831

Dear SIr, I have JUSt reed your tavor at the 16th inst. containing the
grilltitying intormation at your return to the United Stillte. trom Ireland and
requestIng intorlllation ot your triend Jed S S_ith - 106 you have been intor_ed
He6srs. S_i th Jackson & Sublette returned last tillll having brought the proceeds
at ill very successtul hunt _ They lett here. I alllot opinion. about the IstApril.
upon an other expedi tion: they have been heard trom, I understand, Some where. N
Wat the Pav nees .vi thout an accident, except the report, that Jackson[ David.ot
the S,J.& S, .partner6hip] had been killed,whil6t seperated tromhh party. by
the Pawnees. a report that needs confirmation.,&, which,Genl Ashley does not
believe - Soublette purchased Cabane's [John] tarm6miles s.w. ot thill place.
Jackson & Smith.were anxious to be suited with tarms near this USO, but think
have not pllrchased;probably authori:led Genl Ashly to select tor the_ - HI' Keyte
resides on hi. lands abollt 15 Ililes troll Chariton "here he has a Post Ottice &
believes that he is doing better than whilst here _ Krs Ashley has been dead
about one ye.r - I recollect at no other death at your acqu.intance - I extre.ely
regret the desperate $ftuation ot ill portion ot the Irish population and tee I
great interest in the pending struggle tor retor•• a measure. that Ilust succeed·
which I consider is an indispensable precurser tor more interestlng and import_
ant measures - I \lould be mUch gratitied to see you a'ilain in this country
- St Louis st11l continues to increase in popUlation &size - The tall at le"d
has muchparalized business. HO\lever its recent rise SeemS already to aftord
greater vigour and activity to business - J 0' Fallon" 1······························-:.....XO·.z...tf'.I-:",·-

,
'-- /LL ~ 4 n.,-#'7..A--

11/7;,.,'«.
h

Note' B. A letter vritten to ~pbell by Colonel John O'Fallon froa St. 1.0:.>1:5,
June )0. 18)1. arter Campbell's .... tum to the Unttlld States tl'O:ll I ....land.
'!'!l::.s lottor is ::.nterest1ng tor 1ts s_rr of the nevs about Sllith. Jackson
&, Sublette, including: Sublette's purellase of property near St. louis. "'00 the
inte~tion of the others to make si~lar purchases. In additicn. O'Yallon
detail:!! an erro"eou," nlport of Jackson's death at the hands of the P:..mees
while outbound to Santa Fe durine the spr1T'.El-~ nlport \/bich. as O'Fallon
co~~ented. needed conrtnnation, but which ~y coincidence or otherwise was
true up to a point: Not Jackson but one Minter, clerk to Jackson & Sublette,
"as killed by Pa,,-nees in th.. droll/l\lItanoes as dllscribed-_whUe ,separ.. ted
trolll h1:5 party. Dale L.Horqan.
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SOBLETT£ WRITES FHO" HIS SOLPHU SPRING
PARM: '1'0 CAKPB£LL_

-Dear Old triend Robert Sulpher spring 27th at February 1836
On the 25th Int I Wrote you about what had transpired up to that date and that

I would leave tor the Country that day - I did not get ott On that day as it Snoud
(snowed] hard all day and On the 1lI0rning ot the 26th Sarpey Came to Hiltonl roo.,
and requested llIe to Come to the ottice and get the two thou land Dollar CheCk as I
Wrote you in my letter they had promist me On Cabene' 5 note - I Went to the office
acord1n9ly and got the Check 60 days after Sight which I here Enclose - there was
nothing more Said about Fontinelle FitzpatriCk 6. Cos note more than I Wrote you in
my last letter - Fontinelle has yet done nothing with his pappers and Sarpey was
trying to get him Out to Charles Cabenis [John Charles son at J .P.C. J 11'1 the coun
try but I lett Fontinelle Sleigh Riding - the A.IlIerican tur Co has got all his
papers but Cant make any thing Out ot them wi thout his asistance and he Cant leave
ott FroliCking tor tva days to arainge the. - I teel In hopes Our note to uS will be
Secured at 6" 12 .onths as I Wrote you - Hilton ap<tars anIious to have Every
thing Setled and Keeps Verry Steady hi., &. Fraeb [Henry] _ there is not lIIuch doubt
but Fitzpatrick 101111 be down Shortly troll what Sarpey tells me _ The Aaerican
Fur Co apears deter.ined to doe nothing IItOre tor Fontinelle - and I cant blame thell
.uCh for the Course he is pursuing - they have protested Several drattl vhich he
has given Since he Came in - I think ve Will get Our pay ot thelll it they can get a
Setlemt vith Fontinelle and get him Out ot the road _ but So long as he hOlds On they
will not pay any more money Out 1Il0re than they are torce to doe _ the ekeek Draft I
got at them Chouteau tOld me to Credi tOn Cabane' s note which I have done _ the
balance I presume they will pay when we Want it but they Intend to take the amount
at notes they have against us Out ot it - I have been trying to get a cheek of the
COll'lerctal Bank to Send you but COUld not - they have Sold Some tur laterly at one
pel' cent &. that Only to there liking i1nd U.S. paper Out at the question here - I Send
you this Draft tor two thousand Dollars - it you dont need it all we Can readily Get
the money here tor vhat viII relllain unpilid - I have not been able to Get. house as
yet to dou Business in nor Will I .ake any Bargains until you Get On here _ I vill
the tirst Bill ot Exchange nov and by neIt .ail Send the Other - I will EIpect you
to be leaving tor HOllie On Or about the tille this reches Philad. - I vill direct
this to Gill Call1pbell &. Co in Ca.e of your .bsence - Illy resp<tcts to all Enquiring
Friends - I will vrite you but Once 1I0re &. that vill be when I torward the Bill at

send you the Bill ot Exchange now and by next mail Send the Other - I will Expect
you to be leaving tor Home On Or about the tlme this reaches Philildll
send you the tirst Bill at Exchange nov and by next milil Send the Other - I will
Expect you to be leaving tor Home On Or about the time this reaches Philada-
I vil1 direct this to Gill Campbell & Co in Case of your absence - my respects to
all Enquiring FriendS - I Will Write you but Once more &. that will be vhen I for~

ward the Bill ot Exchange ~ there had been no material changes taken place Since
you lett I You Host Obedient Svt I Wm L.Sublette-

Hr R Ca.,pbell or I Hessrs Gill Campbell" Co /'7/ L..f?J~
We had no Eastern .IIIail for Several DilYs-
St Louis "0 Feby 29th 1836
Dear Robert Hr Fitzpatrick arlve here On the night at 27th and On last Evening
he Sent Word tor me to Come in _ I Came in this lItOrning and tound Fi tzpatrick at
the Hissouri Hotel _ I enquired about Vasques &. Sublette _ he had nO IIcount ot
them Since Sebll1e [John ot Sybille,Adams" Co.]lett thelllOn the South tork ot
the Platte betore they Cornence there tort _ it apears like Sibille made ... ill a
taint Etort to return but did not Sucese" Fitzpatrick Say Ii he hired the man he
Brought With him lind thilt S.bUle remained there Some time atter'" he agreed to
Give him four hundred Dollars pr year and he Says he thought he was Only doing his
duty in So doing as ve agreed vith Fontinell not to Send in the Cuntrey - I told
him we had nothing to doe vith thelll and he was nOt Justatiable 11'1 hiring Sebllle
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LOUIS 14.0 FEB 28 [ I 836] - Ra ted "25" ¢

under those conditions and that we had recommended them to gou to the South fork
to keep down Opositian but as it was I am Sure they Must Expect Oposition for the
future from them and I knew it would Cost him more then he Expected all though it
did not Concern us but in Stead of Keeping down Oposition I>hey he was pitching it
On - he now Says he was Sorry he had done So but it was nOu too late [to] repent
Fitzpatrick left the fort On the 3 of Jany and Thompson [James]and his men passt
there a fiew days Since - that Tompson Came up to the fort and left the men a short
distance below - that he had two or three pack of Beave[r] and that Tompson abuse·
Sabi1le Considerable after he found he would not return with him - I have been in
Fitzpatricks Company but five minutes & have talk Verry plain to him - 1 tOld him
Fontinell promise things to us which he had not fulfiled &c-
Themail Is nOW about Clo<lsing and I will Write more fully by the next - Friday
Came in with Fitzp<ltrick - I will push the arangemt of Our Note and if they dont
agree to pay it I will then make ar<lngemts for the Mountains - I wish you Would
leave far St Louis On the receipt of this Or Or Soon <lfter <IS we Must LOOk Out for
for No One - I will Write more fully as I can Get Information"-

This is a comp<lnion letter to the February 25th by Sublette to Campbell on the
financial afairs concerning the settlement of <lccounts with their associates
and compQtitors. Both were postmarked at ST LOUIS 14.0 FEB 28 1836.



Fort Edwards, Illinois Territory
Indian Sub Agent Overpricing Goods to loway Indians

r

November II, 1817 Fort Edwards, Illinois Terrilo",' carried privately by ·'Mr. Solomon" (Samuel Solomon.
a wilJ1ess to the Indian treaty signed in 51. Louis in 1817) to Capt. Thomas Hanly. at St, Louis. Missouri

letter from John Campbell. an Indian SuD-Agent. rcgBl"ding a!r.llk for bea\'CT ,,;th 11K: loway
Indians and a reqlJlCSt to alter in\'Oices so as not 10 ('lipase !he ....Tiler for price-gouging t~
Indians:

fkorSlr.

I fWxf«ted mentioning in my IDsI uhow Q horu lhot 14'W left Mre b)'a AIr Robbinson u swnT)tJr
in chargt 01a sddier. The IUI4"UJ' IlIdians l4't're Qtl%ious 10 gel him andgi'T &/l'lTTfix hl/n. The
sddier agreed lltul f ougJu hinT him wMwd by Cupt. ROlPU}' & D«lor Lo.... tuId pu)' 1M
.-alutllion olhim to Mr. Robbinson, ... hkh 14'/1$ Thirty DoJlun. The IndiQII pakJ me ampl)' In
!km"i!r, yOIl ...·ifllltere/iNT pay lite ~nJle_fix hiM.

lIere is nothing /IIt!W. The soldiers htn't! dro....n a pe/llion 10 hm't! m), pricc reducedund 10~I_
","o\'t'd Cupl. Rwruqt:alled 011 _Ioday lo},q,'t! by boob and im-okes e¥(lIfIIf/('d by Don.
Lo.... l4'hich ..../1$ accordingl)'done. The Doclor mude his reporl in "'Tiling 10 Capt RtmU),. Ite
stuled lhat my prica did not uceed the percentage ullo...·ed me. but by lhe by I hod 10 add ot lhe
hoIlQm 01NCh im"Oiu I....entyji.'t! percent udI'UtICt! ....hich oo''t!redall. IflheymouJd cull on)'Ou
UboUI ii, you cun state lhat the percentage odded is whuf )UU charged Mt! on ufllhe 1(fJOds I got
IrQIrl)uu,lor lhallhey ...i/l be n,me Ihe ....iser.

This Jhelie.'/! is all a plan/or Col. McNair, 1 ...i1f pesler lhem aboul it do.mmkJbJy befon I am
done ...ilh Ihem, 10m ...ailing with fKJtienctfor Gerunl·.J relllrn.

tOlir friend. John Campbell
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Iinjuries, etc., forgiven.

IPerpetual peace and friendship.

IFormer cessions and treaties confirmed.

IPrisoners to be delivered up.

IProtection of United States acknowledged.

Page 138

A treaty ofpeace and friendship made and concluded at SI. Louis by and between
William Clark., Ninian Edwards, and Auguste Chouteau. commissioners on the part and
behalf of the United States ofAmen'ca, of the one part. and the undersigned chiefs and
warriors, deputed by the Menomonee tribe or nation of Indians, on the part and behalf of
their said tribe or nation, of the other part

THE parties, being desirous of re-establishing peace and friendship between the United
States and the said tribe or nation. and of being placed in all things, and in every respect,
on the same foo~ng upon which they stood before the late war. have agreed to the
following articles:

ARTICLE 1.

Every injury, or act of hos~lity, by one or either of the contracting parties. against the
other, shall be mutually forgiven and forgot.

ARTICLE 2.

There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between all the citizens of the United
States and all the individuals composing the said Menomenee tribe or nation.

hIIp:/1digi lal.! ibrary.okSlale.cdulkappIcrN 012ltrcat icslmcnO 138.bun 9/512005



........... SAn'T LOUIS. HOVEH8ER28,1824

PolItical letter Bartonan tensive 6. proti 6. Benton - "Our His':I
re

revar<: of indtuasble .Prosperity & wealt~sOuri fur trade is
LIverpool in En'il

la
dtry 6. econony.O\lr Toba await. \IS & is the

~~_... the Hexican prov1n n as Jallles River Tobacoco sells as high in
horses & dearborn ces is considerable _ Ou •.... O\lr tradev1th
year 1100 mUll's Vil'ilgon15 loaded vith III h

r
YO\lng men take pack

,.. i across the i erc andilleec e.6o ret\lrn th prar es to Santa F ' go every
money _ These are hae

d
.a;" year and 'ileneralt ~o trade for mules

Indian•.•.. ! C H G.r y ogs,who fearnorai y oubletheir.. c Irk" nsnorStorllls n
•••••••••••• or

Th •••••••e Santa Fe Trail ••••••••••••••
vas opened in 1821~.... ,-, by Captain Willia

;:/1' • ,.. ~ /r._;:; ~ _.~ • 'e",oeH,
:;r.~ --c,'; ;t /.::t; !;_<.-~..- .~#-o<"""~' .....~
",,~.fl ~,~.~, /<_, 'l1:!. ", ••"7" 'f'.J' /,/1/,-- /d.r..-
JL /../.. 'M--r' -/ /,<,L.L• .£.. .-4 .c.. 'l< -. s_. ;:L
.. /.LR......... .//£.......:..~... x......-.:T---,./ ~ k .. .--'""/' , - L r ' .£l" ',~_, ~.,~,.,L. _ -,__y" 7 -- -/7-- -. 7"::;
77L. J:...., ••r..f- -L P"'!- ,.Jr~·-----"'"¥f:"!":::-'£''1.: U ..·, ..' /'.- - J:_-;- '7 P!
!;,..?.!. /..7 •.'.:.k, .x. L. .. -;1_.7 -/ .d., '. <.I_f«
...h ;7 ,;;'". /p~.z::.,_. 7t:. _ .... /"' .1'£

L _ ~L.&"-'~ _~ ,,"'" -7 /d. zc;... h •..2i.':·,
....;.b 7C "-11_" Z-...~_ -t:- ,,6-/3.,....:-Z::.- ,;t...o......... -"".r ~- 7r~"'"
9:: .. .L /,;...;T_,1 ••.-TO '"'/''':., V ~h'--r
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• THI'; WESTEHN MAILS

FORT PIERRE TO 51: .LOUIS via Kll.CKANAW BOATS

--

This letter by Kenneth Macken!:ie to Pratte,Chouteau & Co. ,was carried to St.
Louis by "Ml'.F.J\..ChaJ:don",in a Mackalla"" boat. It is a letter of introduction
under date o! "Fort Pierre 26.Sept.1835". The following is from the letter:
~ 'fhi s ",ill be handed you by Mr. Francis A. Chardon wi th whom you are acqua i nted.
I have now had Mr.C. with me during the sp<lce of nine years,he has always con
ducted himself in such a manner as to meet my highest esteem and confidence and
I Trust he ",111 return to our employ in the spring. He goes down on a v~it_to
frie"nds in Philadelphia,and ",ill be with you again <Iftel' a few months have ela
psed ....hen I hope an engagement satisfactory to both partias,will be made ",ith
him. K.Mc.Kenzie w

''?

c./C uFI /r:.i 1"/'" (..G., '
)

-

•

The following extract is from Chardon's journal which he kept at Fort Clark in
1834/39 ,which was pUblished by the Dept. of History, State of South Dakota, at
Pierre,1932,p.51.

CHARDON'SJOURN'AL AT FORT CLARK ~l

[September 1835]
Wedne»oy 16-Morning Cloudy, inclined to be wi"dy~

looks ""ld bnt cant u.y it is overly ... -1 OeJo'k P=t'" ..·itll
M~""aw 6o<>ta arrived from Fort Uniou. tor St Loui._ Mak·
iug prep"ration. to go down in with tbem _ rained lllitUo in tho
afternoon _ Shipt>OO on tbem 70 pac"" of Robes, and 2 paeks
of BMvor_ P«<:>t 8mt 2 Buttle of willc and we fergot to drink
it'" _ Tho Agent distributed tho bal. of bis proscnt. among the
~bndDJ).-powdcr load and Toha«<:>_

Tllur.day 17 - R""d)' to Start'" , morning Cloud)' _ off at 7
(klock A.M. (Adieu)

Killed 98 Rata this Month



STOP TIlK SIOUX yltOH GOING TO WAit

"Prairie des Chines 6 June 1829

Dear Sir The purport at this is _rely to request you to try to get Gov-
ernor Clark [William,supt.ot Indian attairs) to send in River des Hoine - and
in a place called La Tourche aux Chats to try to stop the Sioux from going to
war in retaliation against the Saucs (Sauk) & Faxes - Otherwise this outfit &
that of the Saues ;,0111 Sufter much more next season than last Winter - The Blo;,o
struek by the Faxes has injured this outtit at $ 20,000,and am afraid I will
not be able to Fare [or save] yself _ I expect sOllie articles troe Cincinn-
ati to COl'lplete and am ,..aiting tor thee,should they cae. please St!nd'
thelll·i ....ediately, I had asked Several articles but have not heard frOM you 
such as Soap Lard & Butter & Tea. I ae out of these articles _ ! do not knov
,..hat can be the Cause at your not coeing at this place as; Stated in your letter
that you ;,oould be at this place in April last, however I do not expect you and
have given up all hope of Seeing you - Altho' it would have. been necessary as
regards Dubois outtit & Hr Your obdt Servt/Jos Rolette"

Pierre Chouteau Junr Esq / Agent A H F Co St Louis
N.B. Inclosed is two drafts of J H Street [Indian Agent at P,d"s C,) on Clark for
$ 646 32/100 _ out ot Which i. $ 320- re.itted by the forller to you,and wishes
his note and account sent by rirst Conveyance, Hr. J.H.S. wishes you to relllitt
to Hr CrOOkS [Ralllsey l - out of said acts $ 236.37 - for a loIa990n Sent to hi ... the
Balance. $ 69,95 to be put to the Credi t of this outfi t. yours J. Rolette~

G',' \.IU•

.IU·i.....
This tOlded
letter was
carried down
the Mississippi
River and placed
in the .II.ailll as
per postlll"rk at
GALENA,ILL./JUNE
3,l829,with
"rrival at Saint
Louis on June 22nd
Postage ch"rged
183/4 cents.

During the yea'7s 1~29-la31 the Indian tribes of the Upper Hississippi were in a
state of turmoll wlth each other and on the verge of an Indian War. Thirty nine
days after this letter ;,oas written,on July 15,l829,collllllissioners arrived at
Prairie des Chines, to negotiate a peace treaty and pacify the Indiana.However
this treaty did not aettle relation_among the Indiana for long. Early in 1830
a party of Sa uk and Fox Indians killed SOllie Sioux _ Chief Kettle,a squaw,a 14
ye"r old boy and several warr1ors.In June General Will. Clark held a treaty council
at the Prairie, which lasted until July 31,1831,when a party of Menolllonee braves
with their women and chl1dren,were massacred by a war party ot ~i1uk and FOX, All
this lead to the BLACK HAWK WAR the following year - 1632.SEE same in this '::011.
eetion.
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TIlE WESTERN MAlLS

KEEL-BOATS ON THE MISSOURI 1833

~Pitsburgh 22nd FebI' 1833
"Dear Robert Sir I arive here On the 20th Inet from Phlldaelphia where I left on

the 17th - Your Brother Ii. Suster in Law [Hough Ii. Mary) was well - I return trolll Wash
ington atter you leEt me to New Yorl< where I LeEt On the 16th Inst - I didnot Sell 111'
Eurrs but SUPPolle they are Sold by this tille - 1 know you think the time long but I
hope to Join you in a tiey days all 1 leave here this Evening with Capt Shellcross
[Shellcrop ?] Mr McKenzie [Kenneth 1 left here On yesterday' the American turr
COIlPY Boat reacht this place last night - 1 have Just Seen Pratt [Bernard) - 1
lIupose McKenzie is bound tor St Louis - he apears trobled in mind 'c. ,I have Just
purchased 2 !'teel Boats but not SUch Exactly "'II 1 wisht £Xacly. they Came higher than
1 Expected to have Given tor Boatill - they Cost about 850 dollars the tue and Scar
cely any Rigging - it they had ot Been purchased when we first Ordered thelll I dout
whether they would have Cost Over five hundred Dols but the lIlen who had the Boats
knu I was Eorce to purchase Ii. they Combine in the Sale ot the Boats - the Boat you
SPOke ot I did not Get as I would not hilve the rigging On hir - the two Boats I pur-'
chased Is a Sise Larger but new boats of 25 ton Each which I did not wish liS I pref
ared about 21 ton Each but I Eound there was but three to be had and I took whilt J
thought the best _ I Would ;hllve Written On Illy arival but I put it ott until I purch
aeed the Boats which I have JUllt done _ my qoods are nearly all On Board - I have
purchased about SO Keggs ot powder here $ 1500 ot to bacco 26 Bls tlour & Ll Bles
hard bread and Other Silall articles lOc - I will purchase In Louisville about two
thousand lbs oE Tobacco and what alcahol ye wiah - the A.M.F.C.[Americlln Fur Co.]
Boat Leave here On the 25th Inet tor St Louis,MO. I will be there as Soon all poss
ible. I Calculate On COllpleting the Rigging ot Our Soatell at St Louis as I find
there is not much difterence in the Cost in Either place - I have run over those fue
line& in haste _ I reed your letter ot LouisVille & yourll ot St Louis which Delight
ed me llluch _ Excuse 1II11 as I alii up to my Knees in Business - you know dislike to Write
_ I give you the news On my arival lOc With Respect/Wm L Sublette~



THE WESTERN MAILS

~Pelllbinil December 16 th 1852

Dear Father & Mother - The last letter I received from you and home was dated Sept
& October' 51 sent by Mr. Hargan. I received no letters from any of you by the usual
spring express and, still mOre surprising nOne by the ship [from England] to Hudson
Bay ..... your letters to me [If sent] are nO doubt retained by mistake at Norway
House or York Factory,and will reach me at some future day,but! hope tohear from
you direc.t before that time. I a .. glad to infor.. you that the AIIIeriean Government
have established a Post Office here, and a regUlar mail between this place and St.
Pauls every two months, so that while I remain here we can correspond more freguen
tly and more directly ..... By the Hudsons Bay Ship,which it safe, has reached London
long since, you would rece i ve a let ter from me. I wa s then on my liay to Red River
settlement-We encountered remarkably stormy weather on Lake Winnipeg [17 days],
but arrived at Red River in safety after being out from Norway House nineteen days.
Mrs.Murray with the children I left at the settelment to visit her mother & freinds
whom she had not seen for seven years. , ...hile I after three days stay with them pro
ceeded on to my neli appointment here, to make arrangements for the winter they rema
ined at Red River Settlement three weeks and arrived here safely on a boat and, I
have the happiness to inform you ,are all ...ell and comfortable here beside me. Miss
Flora Campbell Mrs. M's sister [they were the daughters of Colin Campbell - /lnne
was Mrs.Murray] is here and passes the winter with us and we are all very happy
together, this place is just on the boundary line between the BritiSh territory and
that of the United States. The Americans have a trading establishment and a custom
house including a post office within two miles of us,with the American officers and
their wives ve are on friendly and visiting terms. There are a good few settlers
arround us and we are within two days journey of Red River Settlement vhich now has
a popUlation of upwards of 5000,so that we are quite at home compared to when we
were in the far North.We live ",ell here but have to dress well also,and although
our comforts are incomparably greater our expenses are in proportion, which last
is worthy of consideration, for if ",e remain long here! find I could not save much
of my salary _ every thing here,especially clothing, is teribly high, but we must
"pay for our whistle" like our neighbors.According to Governor Colviles [Eden.was
Governor of Rupert's Land at the time and Sir George Simpson vas Governor-in-Chief]
letter I was appointed to this place on account Of my health, being as far south as
they could send me" but I believe more especially to oppose the AIlericans who are
now trading furs all along this frontier, and I am sometimes absent from my falllily
for a fortnight or so, visiting another trading station about 100 miles to the vest
.... you will be glad to hear that I have given up that abominable habit ,smOking,
vhich I was induced to forgo at the earnest and continued entreaties of my wife,and
I feel none the worse for it,have a better appitite,and hushed to silence the only
controversy between us We had a visit from Mr.Campbell,my Father in law,
on his way from Canada,via the United States to Red River Settlement, where he has
decided to settle, so many of his family and Old acquaintances being there.He has
been badly and most unjustly treated by Sir George Simpson, who is dictator In this
country( called the Li ttle Emperor by his opponents), and shows his spi te most
[inSUltingly] when any one.opposes his views or plans. Mr. Campbell has retired
from the service,but he has not done liith Sir George yet, by the present occasion he
addresses the committee of the H.Bay Co. in London on the SUbject of his treatment
by Sir George,and I sincerely hope and expect that he will gain his point - if not,
be is determined to make it pUblic. Mr. Campbell is perfectly independant and may
live comfortably and resectibly all his days. I believe, although he did not him
self informme, that he is worth about b 8000. He has a large family vi'!:: 3 sons, and
9 Daughters,who are all married except the three youngest - all now in Red River
Settlement and all in the way of well doing. Red River Settlement is greatly im
proved since I passed through now mOre than seven years since,There are no want of
churches, schools and acadamies,hut the Roman Catholic religion appears to be gain
ing ground,especially amongst the indians. The Presbyterians in the Settlement,
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hilve atter lIluch trouble,got a Free church Minister ot there own,ll Mr.Black vho is
an excellent Illan and preacher I they have railed by subscription amongst thelllselves
llnd there Erlendly to the cause,upvards ot L 600 Sterl1ng tor building a church. to
vhich tund I gave L 5 and alii a lIleJaber ot their church .....• Address lilY letter _ Hr.
Alex.H.Hurray. H.Bay Co. Service _ p....bina _ HorthA....rica _ Vill Nev York" St.Pauls
- Unit..d States. and put the letter in the nearest Postottice,as it has to pass
through the U.States. perhaps. part ot the postage ",ust be paid. hov the regulations
are in that respect I cannot say,but it you vrite soon I v111 rec.. ive your letter In
Harch....... Your ever aEtectionate Son 1/

Alex.H.Hun~y· ....I~".RJ.{r,.. n-_,'~
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Letter addressed to Captllin I . C .!'lur rllY R N/Ki lmun/Argy le Shire/Scotland. NO post
marks - probably enclosed in another letter?
It is interesting to note thilt Hurray mentions in his letter thilt Pembina vas in
British 'l'erritocy on the boundilCy between Canada and the United States.';.'he intec
national boundacy had been establ1shed along the 49th PaCllllel in lB23."l'his vou1<:1
place the Hudson's Blly Co. post at or nOilr present <:lily Emecson,Ca.na<:la.because
Pembina. then and nO.... ,iSilbout2I1lilessouthotthe1ine on the ...est side ot the
Rod Rivec at the lIlouth ot thll Pembina River.



~~,~", ........... ~-

,.,

•

•

•

/



- L' Assullption Lover Canada 30th Oct I'
-My De"" Sir No doubt but you vi11 think me very reilliss in not havIng long ere
thi s, answered your Ie i nd and in tell igen t favours, both f rOln Mc Kenz ie's River
and London,to ....hich I must accordingly plead Guilty,tho at the slime time,r lii11
"ccount for Illy apparent neglect,by assuring you that I vould have ",rate you lilst
fall, had not I been told tha t, i t vas uncer tai n whether you got ti ..e enough to
York[ York F.. ctory j to tllke your Passage in the Co..pany' 5 Vessel - and vhen I rec
eived your last letter dated 20th Feby. fro.. London, in which you inforilled me thilt
you was preparing to go to the Continent, I thought it would be "s ....ell to pas pond
.... riting until you would return. J therefore now liith pleasure take up the pen to
assure you thSt, I vas h .. ppy to learn "'hat I never doubted that your measures in
:'Ie Kinzie's Rl ver were crowned WI th the salle Success your previous .
endeavours had al ....ays ..et with ~ and I vas stl11 1lI0re pleased to learn that though
the civilized & social life of your native land ....as rather contrary to your habit,;
of living for so many years in the Indian Country,the Almighty had so far Streng
thened your constitution, as to enable you to surllount such a severe fit of SiCk
ness as you say you v .. s llttcked with, and enjoy the benefit Of travellin.. and the
Society of your friends to the full as you see.ingly have done. A Propos [apropos}.
Pray in the course Of your travels did you happen to meet or he"r of our "'or thy
fr i end Mr. James Le i th and Mr. Norman McLeod (See J"mes Le i th, Augus t 27, 1e 15 in
this collection j,the first I understood ....as in 1taly.for the benefit of his
health,and the latter in Ireland tOllake OUt a living,such as Ily good friend "re
the vicissitudes of this life, that though .... ny have realained long and been for
:;unate enough to COlleCt a little ..oney in the Fur trade at the expence of their
heal th and "lmost all the comforts of 1 i fe. fev, Oh! how very fe .... , have enj oyed the
fruits of their labours r"tion"lly "nd with gr"tification to themselves or frien
ds for any length of time after they retire frail their toilS, Yet I see lIlany in
thIS country,vhohave not laboured half so long a tille as you ,or I. and r.l"ny others
have,COllfortably & respectably settled living upon ..nd even adding to their
Incomes instead of running throu<;lh their aceUlllulilted riches.hovevcr I all happy
to say that there are fe .... of our friends that are doing ....el1 as 1 lirote you before.
1 am glad th.. t Mr. Simpson [S i r George) *ha s done you just ice. he may be a good hea rt
ed llIan to you and llIany others, but tome he has been the contrary - yet 1 forgive
hIll and hope he .ay Clear hillself of having wronged lie Of ..y just due to bring for
ward such "'retches .. s were vishin<;l to bring censure upon you "nd your Ileasures In
the Mc Kenz ie's River, such ch"racters as tha t, very of ten step over lIore ",or thy
men - 1 lias expecting my erother (George McDougall ]·do.... n this year but I ....as
mistaken for he hlilS returned to his old Quarters Lesser Slave Lake for three
years Ilore, I have not heard fro. him this year bl:t I have been told so, and now that
he has a fallily,he will do lileellany others and ..yself remlilin tl11 he is unfit to
do any thing for himself vhen it "'ill please his employers to turn hi. on the wide
....orld .... ith little money he may be able to scr"pc together frolll his Salary - !
certainly think he would have done better to came at least l~ [far as] Sault St.
Marys "'here he might have joined our old acqu"int"nce Mr.G"briel Franehere .....ho
IS now 1n a fair way of getting thru the vorld.he being now 1I partner in the Alleri
can Fur trade Company and sworn in a citizen of th.. t Governlllent upon vhich he "'as
made a Mlilgistr"te lind Justic of Peace,vhen will the Hon. H.Bay COlllpany do as llIuch
for servants .... ho have only been eight ye"rs in their emplOY ~ Several Gentlemen
h"ve come dovn th i s yea r but I have on ly seen Mr. Me Mu rray· .... ho is no'" [" t 1 the
Upper Province .... ith Mr. Angus Bethune~Richard(Gr"ntl.remainslit 'three Rivers
vith hi.llother and his children [paper torn - words aissing as above this) Mr.
Conno11y'is coming up from bela'" Quebec to pass the Winter in Montreal .... ith his
family and Mr.Mc Kintosh h"s bought Property "nd is Settled upon it lit LachIne,nc
hilS his family with him there - I am still labouring to keep myself above .... ilnt and
though I cannot expect to malee a fortune I hope my Ii"ker "'ho h"s hitherto protec
ted lie vi 11 not .. llov me to ....ant a 1though to ..y sha ..e I never served h ill so fa i th
fully as I did Ily earthly elllployers who c"st lie off when they thought I could not
"ct for them "'i th the salle acti vi ty I had forllerlY done. My Daughter is st i 11 .... t ~.h

ml;!, is >lell and desires to be remembered to you and vith sentiments Of Regard I
remain My Dear friend/Yours Unaltrably/James Me Dougall"

John Stu.. rt Eso." d_ .JI4/.2t-,.......k
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NOTES,
JAHES LEITH. See Fort William letter "27th August IBI5" in this collection.
NOKHA"l HcLEOD vas vith S!lllon frazer in the Northwest Company in IBO<l.Liltcr 1n
the Hudson's Ba y Company a fter 182 I .
Sir GEORGE SIMPSONvlls born at Loch Broo.,. ROljlljl-shire .Scotland in 1787. He
joined the HudSOn's Bay COllpany in 1820.within a year he becll.lleGovernor of the
Northern Depart.ent lind eventually Governor-in Chief Of Rupert's Land _ the .IIan
in charge of all the affairs Of the Hudson'S Bay COllpany in North A.erica to his
death Septe.llber 7.1860.Hore than anyother .an. George Sillpson shaped and built
the Hudson's Bay Co.pany into the fur tradeellpire that it bec".IIe.
GEORCE McDOUGALL. the brother of the vr iter. Jalles McDougall. joi ned N. W. Co. in
1816 and becallle a clerk "ith the H.B.Co.in 182i.At the dateof the letter he vas
In charge at LeSlier Slave Lake. Retired in 1849 and died In 1850.
GABRIELFRANCHEREwas a French Canadian who wall born about 1786.1n 1810 he sail
ed in J.J .Astor' s ship TONQLlIN via Cape Horn and the Sandwich Islands to Astoria
at the mouth ot the Columbia River. He continued in the employ ot the American
Fur Co. un til i til ta 11 u re in 1842. See Gabr 1,,1 Franchere' s let ter of Feb. 23, 1847
in this collection.
TIlOHAS McHURRAY was with the XY and N. W. Co. unt i1 1821 when he became a Ch iet
Trader with the H.B.Co.He retired in 1843 and died in 1849.
ANGUS BETHONEwali born in Ontacio,Canada in 1783 .He joined the N.W.Co. in 1814
and became a Chief factor with the H.B.Co. at the coalition in IB21.Retired in
1841 and cied in 1858.
RICIIARDCRANT born in Montreal about 1783.Joined N.W.Co. in. 1816; then H.B.Co.
in 1821: Chief Trader 1836, ret 1red in 1853 .n.d d led on. June 21 • 1862.
IfILLIAM COIOWLLY "as born at Lachine. Canada in 1787: joined N.W.Co. in 1801:
became Chief Trader ot the H.B.Co.in 1821:then Chief Factor in 1825;retired
In 1843 and died in 1849.
WILL1"" McINTOSl1 was born a t Grand Rapids. Canada in 1784; joined the N. W. Co. in
1816;Chief Trader H. B.Co.182l1 retired ln 1837 and died Feb. 16,1842.

Names list.ed above in t.he ordor ot appearance in the letter.
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TO THE QUEENS MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY
The Petlc(llon of the Gove~no~ and
Company of Adventu~e~s of England
T~adi~g into Hudsons Bay

HUMBL Y S~E\lETH

That yo(u~l Pet(itione~sl a~e fa~~ f~om Enqui~lng Into the g~eat ~ffair5 of
of you~ Glo~ious Gove~nment especially in ..hat relates to \Ian o~ peace bot', w<t)ch they
know you~ high wisdom ..ill 50 o~de~ as shail be most fo~ the good of your ..hole People.
But believing the Justice of you~ Cause and the Te~~o~ of you~ a~ms . must soon reduce
the F~ench King to suo for such a Peace as all EU~ope desires & wants _ Your Pet;rs Crave
to aire with the pro fondest Duty to Submitt the hard sh1pp of their Case to you~ Royall
Consideration -
That the French 1n .~ time of perfect amity between the T<.Jo Kingdoms {viz:} Anno 16~2,did

arbitrarily Invade the Companys Territories at Port Nelson,burn their Houses & size thoir
Effects
That In the yea~s 1684 & 1685 they continued ye Depredations _
That In the yea~ 1686 They fo~cibly took f~om the Company Three Factorys viz Albeny Fort,
Rupe~t Fort & Hoose Rive~ Fo~t, w(hilch Violent Proceedings they continued the years 1687
" 1688. The whole Damages done by the French to the Compo In times of Peace :,,,,,'unUnr: to
fl08 514. Ig. 8{p) as y"(ud Pet. a~e ~eady to make besides Int"~,,st for t;'o 5,~m".

That in the year 1685 They Supplicated his Hon Majosty Ki~g Jamus the Second to Interpose
In tnelr bohaife & by his A~bassador at the French Court to Demand Reparation for the
da'nag.,s done to the Compa. & Restitution of their places unj'~stly taken from them b, the
French In Umas of Peace. Whereupon Commissioners ''''ere .~p;>otnted by 'lis Majesty vl~' The
Earle of Sunderland, the Earie of Middleton & the Lo~d Godolp~in ( now Lord High Treasurer
of Great Britaine to Treat .. Ith the French Co~"lssioners.beforew~o", the Comps; clearly
made out their Rights to the whole Bay & Straights of Hudson, to the Sat1sfac~io" "f the
En3lis~ Co~"lsstoners who On the 16 of November 1687 Reported the Right of your Pet: upon
whlc!l King James was pleas"d to DeClare That we Conceived the Compa: ..ell found.,d In their
D"mands, and therefore did insht upon his owne Right and the Right of his Subjects to tho
..~ole Bay & Straights of Hudson & tha Sole Trade thereof as also upon the Dcmand of full
Satisfaction for the Damages They had Received &c: The Copy of w~ich Report and of his
Majesties Resolution there upon Is hereunto anne~ed.This ..as T~ansacted & Declared toward.
the latter End of 1687, at which time the Lord Churchill (now D'~k" of Harlebr"ug~) W.H
Gover,,,,r of the Compllny & Memorialls wore repoJllted by the said KinR,S Caml.and st the French
Court so poseingly fo~ Satisfaction & Restitution. That yo. Pet: had certalnely been
Relie,ed & restored to their Rights but for the warr which soon after bro~e out between the
Two Kingdoms _
That upon his late Majesty King Williams accession to the Throne the Com;>a.renawed their
CIsim to their Territories & for Repnration of D.lmages suffored f~o," t~e Fre~ch I., timcs of
full peace of which his said Majesty was so sensible that he was pleased to make the Pro
ceedings of Franca in that affair One of the Causes & Articles of his Declaration of Warr
against the Franch King IN HAC VERBA, ,But that the French King should "Invade our
Islands" possess himselfe of our Territories of the province of New Yor~e & of Hud.o~s Bay
In a Hostile Mannor SeiZing our Fo~ts,burnlng our Subjects Houses & Enriching his People
with the Spoyle of their Goods & MCrchandizea - detainelng same of our Subjects under the
hardshipp of Imprisonment,causlng othera to be Inhumanly Killed & driving the rest to Sea
In a small vessell Without food & necessarys to Support them are actions not becomeing even
an Ene~y And yet he "as so farr from Declaring himselfe so, That at that very time ~e was
Negotiating here In England by hla Ministers a Treaty of Neutrality & good Corres;>ondence
In America." So that yo.Pet, did patiently A..aite the End of that \Ian not dou~tlng but to
have Ju~tles done ua when a Peace was Concluded.
But so It is may it please your most EKcellent Majesty That the Comn.fo~nd their Interest
not Compre~ended In the Treay of Roswick; ..hich they are farr fr~m attributing to any ~ant

of Care in that Gracious PrInce of the Kingdoms Honour & Trade, & rather think their Right
& Claime was then over weighed by MAtters of Higher Consequence depending In that Juncture,
For by the said Treaty they found their Condition much ..orse than It was before by the 8th
article ..here of the French were to be left in the possassion of such places Sltu"ted In
Hundsons Bay as had been taken by them during the Peace which preceaded that \larr.
That at a meeting of Co~issloners on both Sides (as DI~eeted by the said Treaty against
thoae Differences) the Company did againe sett forth the undoubted Right o~ the Cro",nc ,,~
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England to the whole Bay & Straights of Hudson ag~lnst which nothing but Sophistry & Cavill
werc offered On the french sIde & the ~otter remolned undetermined.
That the only Settlement now remaining to the Compo tn those parts (of Seven they formerly
had) Is AI bany Fort or Chechechewao where they are SuI"t"ounded by the French on c",ery Sid",
viz: By theIr Settlements on the Lakes and Rivets from Canada to the Northward towards
Hudson Bay as also Port Nelson (alias York Fort) to the Southward. The French likewise
have latly made another Settlement between Port Nelson &Albany Fort whereby the Indians
are hindered from "omeing to Trade with the English Factory at the Bottom of the Bay & If
they ate Suffored to fix & fortify In those parts beyond all question they will Deprive yo.
Majesties Subjects of that Tract of Land which Is so large a part of Your American Do~ln.

ions &rightfuily belongs to the Crowne of Grear Briraine -
That not only your MajestIes Glory is concerned to preserve those Plantations but It very
much Impoets the Generall Trade of your Kingdome Since Yol.Pet(itioners) not WithstandIng
the Loses & Discouragements they have laboured under and during the ~arr have brought from
thence between 3D & 4D Tho"S,l~d Sl<tns and doubt not that If they "er~ Reinstated l~ their
Rights according to their Charter to bring the said Importation to One Hundred Thousand
Skins
That the said Country doth abound with several 1 other Commodities (of which your PetItion
ers have not been nble to begin a Tradp. by reasOn of the lnteruptons they have mett with
from the French) as with whale, oyle, whsle bone (of which last) Your Subjects now Purchase
from Holland and Germa~y to the ""Iue of about f26000 wHch maybe hnd In your O\l',e
Plantations besides many other Valuable Commodities which may be Discovered.
That if the French come once to be intirely Possessed of Hudsons Bay they will undoubtedly
Set up a whale FUhing in those parts which will greately bond to the Enervate of their
Navigation & to their Breed of Seemen -
That there is Carryed thither & Consumed there nothing but of the product & Manufactures of
England You~ Peticoners &d~yly bringing the Indians to ~are Course Cloth !n
Instead of Skins ~hich In process of tl~e will consldera~ly advance the woole~ Trade at
ho"",
That It must needs reflect upon the Honour of Great Brltane to Ilelin'luhl, to the french
th'lt Territory of which their Violent usurr.~tion in a time of ~.~cP. W'lS lI11e<l!:<I .1" 11 1Min
article In the First Declaration of Warr against that Klngdome .
That If the French could pretend to any Right to the said Territories by the Peace of
RoswiCk, This Right much needs be Determined by their notorious In fraction of th~ said
Tre.~ty -
HIE PREi'lISSES COllSIDllil.ED when your Majesty in Your High Wisdome s"ell think fltt to give
Peace to those Enemys whome your Victorious Armes have so Reduced & Hum,led & when Your
Majesty shall judge it for your Peopl,,'s good to Enter Into a Treaty of Peace with the
French King. Your Petitioners Pray That the said Prince be Obliged by such Treaty to
Renounc<! all Right Protutions to the Bay & Straights of Hudson to Quttt & Surrend"r all
Forts & Settlements by the French or which are now in their Possession as likewise
oot to saile any Shipp or Vessell within the Limitts of the Company's Charter & to m~ke

Restitution of the f 108514.19.8 of which they Robb'd &Dls~oyled Yon Petitoners In time
of perfect amity between the Two Klngdomes

That YOI.Pete. as in Duty bound shall ever I
pray &c.

THE ENGLlS~ COMMISSIONERS REPORT made in the YEAR 1687.

WEE Your Majesties Co~~lssioners Appointed to Treat with the Ambessadour & Envoy of his
most Christian Majesty concerning the Differences that have happened or 'nay to your
Hajesty & the french In America have had frequent Conferences wIth the said Ambassadour &
Envoy E~traordlnary In order to Obtain Satisfaction fOt the Damages Your Majestie's sub
Jects have lately sustained from the french in Hudsons Bay with the Restitution of the
Three Forts which by Surprise was Seized on by them as also touching several I other Diff
erenCes depending between the Two Crownes end as the Business of Hudsons Bay haVing
alreedy acqualoted Your Majesty with our Proceedings therein,Wee do further edd as our
humble Opinion That It plalnely appears Your Majesty & your Subjects have a Right to the
whOle Bay & Straights of Hudson & to the Sole Trade there of sO It may ~ fitt fo; your

= -



HnJ"'-y to .upport the s.ld Co-pa. of Hudsons asy In Xecovery and H3i·,tansnca of t·~lr

Xlght Since otherwls~ t~at trade viii be Totally lost <. fall tnto the ~and, of the French
If they ~ permlt<ad to conttnu. t~ the po••o•• ion of tho•• Fort. or of any Fort or ~iac~

of Tr,de within the said asy Or Streight••
HIS loLU:ttu Rt;50L"JTIUN thare upon.

WHERE UPON hi. Hon ~j ••ty did Declare That havtng matur.ly Constder ht. own Rl;ht <.
the R,ght of his Subjects to the whole Bay <. Streights of Hud~on. and having been also
Informed of tha Raasons Att.dg.~ on the p"rt of t~e French to J"sti~1' their late prClCen,l.
ings In Setzing 3 Fort. which lor ..any years put have been po.....ed hy the E""lll~h <. 1n
C""',nHUng several! acts of Ilostillty to the vary great Danag" ef th" Engll." Cemp". of
Ilud.o'l. Say.

~IS M~E5TY upon the whole ...tter did considirre the .ald Campa. well fou~dad i, t;etr
De~nds <. thereford did (nst.t Jpon his OWne rtght <. th" Right of his S~bJects to the
Whole Bay and Strelghts of Hudson and to ths Sole Trade <. thereof a. also upon the Demand
of full Sett.lactlon for the D,,~ges they heve Rec"iv"d <. R.stitutlon of the 3 Fwrts
Sutprlsed by tIM French In the Bottom of the Bay -
Docket' Huds.... '. &ay Co-pany'. Petitton to her !'laty. Enclos"d in thetr iI,ttr. of ye 17th
Feby.1709/i0 _

"
,

, , y

-"UVSON

JAMES B~Y wa& oft~n

call~d the "Bottom of
th~ Bay",where th...
three for~s w~r~ IDeAt~d.

SEE I04n :on rl~ht. "'''':.1

d DOCUM~VT TI/dT INFLU£JtCU> THE
I'IIdCE 01' UTIUXI/T.

llUDSO:S'S BAY COMPANY,-To d."~ _, t:n<lko. )Ioja,y.

Th. ~kl;l"" .. ,M c:o..,_.<><1 eo"'I''''1'' Ad,,,,,""'.... t:»a1.<><I
T..dl"" i,"" H"d"",·, I1or. MANUSCRIPT, 6 "P', ",,,.,,,, ;•• I"m,

boj. ~'ol;o, .....oj.

1'.....i;H .. "'If....." BIJe-,..J', h<iI.... If" "'~ £ ...* i."";,

10,,,,, ":1' '7'" ,n.,., '~10"
no e- 9,....... • lillo/"-'_ .,..... '" F..""""",",, !litM~

" __ Wik ..P'i_ '" ,._ "'''to I'" 1' / U""""l.
AI."'" " ,.-. w", _ ..,~ ~ 11_',119 ;... ..
J-( &9 _, __ ". '"F_ .. '" e-,.."w l/W;_, _.,
~_.,.S5). 0 .. ".,,;, -,.JM-l" .... ~"":1JMriM~
_/_. e-,.." no.. F~, riq..~ F«t. ..,... Fon, __
_ F".~

A************************************
From Henry Iludsons tragIc death In 1610.on th~ bay that b~lIr" his n6m~,Frenc"

lind England str"ggl~d O""r th~ control of thl" fur trade "nd that vast domaIn
that t. now Canlldll. It was not until Hlrch 1713.at Utr~cht,Kolland,that France
gav~ uo her cl.l~s ~o what then b"came Brttlsh North AmeTlc••~Is p~tttlon tn
Qun"" Anne w•• written out at a C..-ittet _eettng of th" H.B.CoGoeny on F"b.17
1710. The follOWing quot" Is fr"" th.t ... ttng: "At this C""ltte. D~eu8ht of
a Letter to .y Lord Marlborough liS al,o one to my Lord ~,nd"rlar.d wprp a~r""d

to,whtch are to be wrote out f.'re,vlth .11 Conv"nlent S~"d.L'k"Vr." • Coo.'
of the Co.oany's P~titl,," to h~r Msjes~y Pr•••nt~d .~lt Twplv~ aonths .tnc~

(1709) whiCh ia to be lnclosed In.y Lord S~...derland. Ll"tter." - r.us thp dat~

"17th Feb'y.l7O'J". IHnety three year. later. on O~c_"1Ot 20,1803, th~ Fr"nch

"flllg wa. lowered !It New Orl"a"'. signifying th~ cO.Dletlon of the LD·,tsta~1I

Pucchllse Ilnd Ih" end of the French E~ptre in North k~~rlclI.



Z7 september 1977

Mr. John Parker
Curat.or
University of Minnesota
James Ford Bell Library
Minneapolis, Minnesota

. 55455
U. S. A.

Dear Mr. Parker:

Thank you for your letter of 21 september.

MANIT~BA

Provincial Archil""
200 Vaughan 5,,,",,
Winnipeg, Mani'oba

R3C (1'8

we have a copy of the petition sent by the Company to the Queen of
Fhgland on 24 April, 1709 (O.S.) (HBCA A.9/3, fos. 5ld-53d.) You
apparently have the copy that. was made on 17 February, 1ZQ:2. (O.S.).

10
My thinldng is based on the following taken from a Committee meeting
on 17 February:

HAt this Canitte a Dra~t of a Letter to my
Lord Marlborough as also one to my Lord SW'tderland
were agreed to, which are to be wrote out fairs,
with all Convenient Speed, Likewise a Copy of the '
Company's Petition to her Majesty Presented about
Twelve months since which is to be inclosed in my
Lord Sunderlands Let.ter."

(HBCA A.l/321, 1'0.7)

Furthennore, the Petition in A.9/3 is similar to yours. There are
varie.tione. in spelling.

We shall be pleased to welcane you again to our Archives.

Yours sincerely, ~

c-SJ - J.J.-<-.~ '-4...
Shirlee Anne Smith
Archivist
Hudson's Bay Ccmpany Archives.

SAS/ek
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PARDEVANT let NOTAIREl de In Province
du BIlS CaJl.IW, i4~)' lifldam, Souffignis, Fut prHenl:t8.d~
~~a:~_~_aiHJ.)u~ ..

..-

n ~lfer plr Midlilinu};inac f, il en d\ mJuis, palrer huil PiCcn fur Ie
Grand Porugc en a>tr'&l1I, etf~Paquets en lOra.nl, ou rabaltre
Six Linel ou Chcliru aflm/1, (OUrs plr chaque piKe ou paqutl, i
I'oprion do diu Siturs M'TAVISH FROBiSHER f!J Co, au \cur
reprHen-ant et de tra"';!ier f.., jours i rou< autre< ou""'Al:', e",~pli de
palKr eoc<>TC <los pi~" s'abrs d' 'I '" n I 1F 1n], PI -n ,'j! d' y-

g." j e 4'1:: "p I be ," .t' I

;: I OJ y' ,l:l avoir tien et dumetlt foin pendant In roules, et
Ctanl.udt liro_ _ _ des Mucb~fCl, Vlyres, Pcllcte
ril:', Uflencila et de lO\1l'CS In cboles nCcclii.iTn pour le..oy:>.gC'; ftrvir,
~ir et uCcuu:r fidclcment tool cc qUl: In die. SlCUB Bou"p< ou WU$

oUlre'. leJ"cfentillS leuII perfon:\l:l auquc:ncs ib Jl':lU.roicrtt Ir.U1fporter
Ie p.efenr eDlPgtmcnl, lui enmnundcronl de liciu: et honnete, &ire
leur profir, c.,tter Inllldommagcs, les Iyenir I'il ricot 1 fa conooiJI'ancc,
er gerCnkment rout Ce qu'un bon eogzgo: doit et d\ oblige de flire I fans
pouyoir fdire UICUIlC uaile Fninliii'Ie, l'abfCftm' iii quiw:r Ie dir /i,r_
vice, foos lcs pei!>C5 portieo~ les Loix de cew: PrDTlnttet de petdre fa
gaga. Cel engagement ainfi fail, pour et moyeM:>.1lr 11 fomme de
,..'~4..n,;rr_._ _._ _LiyrcsouChclins.,
3DCicn c<lu .....nt de celte province, qu'ils promr:ttCnt et I'obli~mde
bailler, p"yer au dic engo.l¢ un meis apm !on retOUr en ccue ville, eC
i. fon deput requipcmenl fimplcl rc<:<Illooit :...oir m;u d'annce i
com~"'-:'~~ - -5'obli!!:e de CO!lrribucr
d'un Fr «nt fur fes~ pout Ie fooo. des Voyal!:'=Utlo Car ain~, &c,
PrOrTf(ttanr, &CI ~Ji":mr, &CI Renon<;aol, kc.
F,ait et palfe it--v ::.> _ en I"Elude ..lu Nqraire Souffig,nc, "10 mil

--t!!~UN~ - 1e.;..'t"""S4-,N.u.../- de
U~...~ :l.,£t1.,. midi; d ont lip i l'uceplion

du ..lit cn~c ;; 'lui, ayanl dCdart ne l~ favoir faire,de cc ell'Juis,
a fair fa marque ordioaire aples leaun: fai,e.V~~~""~/J

(c;iRffJiZ)
~ i<' _
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PARtlEVANT ies NOTAIREs de fa Province
dll Bu-C:w.lb, i MnCJ.l. r re>idaur, "Oussi~; 7
~/?a~/~~dA h/--d._;r...hu;::;
~4" -.-:&

1~1I~1 ,'at ""'Iml.;r=....t "'"',;a:;e ~ $'m;p:j. p:or~ prim!es!M~
11 ,1ii1J11l lI'(;iUirro.!I. Wifl;tuJI H"'''=II. Rotkridt .11'K~;t, A~J1'"
SIu=, Arr:hibalJ .v_1m M'{LfJri d J<JiIIU H~f/lr.tv'l/. de Mrmlri<ll,
Ncgociws ~~ Scm< Ie 110m d.. M'TAVISH, M'GILLL\'KlU'l ~."')
& CoO. tt JOHN OGILVY ~ THOMAS TtIAlN", . r~ //~W

Ecll'''', i ce pr6.eer ft accJPQllt....pfllr. 1 I."\IT •
pmn:cr~ "''luiaitiOll. putir d. MonuUl. en qu.tI.iIc d. ;ill"JO" "'1'", ........

dans un d~ leu..
Qll'ltll 011 h:ll""u."" pour raj,... I, ..",..~. tant ell a1bm qll'ell rl"It<Unt
d.. "'on \VulWri WT b Riviere K.uninisci.....w.; fDS= pu Michili:Qlc.i.
n..: ft all..:. au Lac d· b Pluie, E"il..., ell '"'Iuis, d.:x!"'.... .;x joun d~
corvc', &ire J "Ill: "OP';3 dll fon W,lI.i:l'll au POl"a:;e de la .\tonuF'
Oll au IWu d·;e..... '" <1"'1:1"" six jours d~ lems:i d'all I'Cs ou..ngts ii lop.
tion d.. dita Si"" .....~ ... i p.->ncr l~ a.nots i {... .bns 1<$ lefT .... ~ a
..w bim ft dum.'D1 lOin pc:nd.;Int les J'OII[",,- t'f cfWlI r~1I aUI: dlu. llClI:tI:
<ill Fort WillWn 011 dll Uc d, b ~w"" 'S m=h:l.'lJ::;..s, yin..s. peU~..
tcrieI., llItcnsilllSo et <k IO~le 1<:$ ch~ "'" ires pour Ie "01.ll11:e ; ~.
,.;,., obCir. et exkul<T fid.:l"",em, IOUI a qut' I~ dim Sil."\ll"l Bourgeo;.
0\1 toIlS ~lItres rq>rCscnWlS lturn p,rso:m", au,!" ,b ih J'?"""oitnr rnns
port... Ie preIl'nr engag=>nl., IIIi com:nand.;fW\1 d~ liciIe er boanne;
{.lire kur prolil, erir~ 1<'UJ" dommage, les en ayrrrir s'il yiml :l. sa. COIl_
n";mnce; l:'I giniralm>enl toul Ce <l,U'Wl bon rngagc' doil rt esI obli '"
de faift', RllS P)uyoit &ift' 3UCWle tr.IiI.. puticuber.:, s'absrnt.u ni quit.
lrr I~ dil .,rrice, lOllS I.. peine. pont"s p:u' l.os I";'" l:'I ontG1UWlCes de
C''1Ie Pm-.ince, er d~ perdre leIS ga;;es. Cel: atgag=enl~ fail pour
C1 lDOy.-nnan1 b lOml1le de / _

l.i'fTt'S au chetim, ancien COW1l de ~e Pro.
YiIlC<! poUt Ie "'PSe;l.u FOlt William, el de a ,o.,..... ~,/

dil tours, s',l bil Ie 'I'Opge du Lx de b Plu~.
qu'ta pmmntelll el s'obliFI de baillet el l"lyer;l.lI dir enpl{<' WI mOtS
apr~ IOn t~10\1t i Monrre.ol; er ayolr pout eQwf""'lI"'1\l UII" COuyerte de
lrois poill", ltl'ois. aWl~ de COlo.n, un.. p;lire de lOul.ie~,d~ ba:lIf CI un
c..1!!.:t; r.'COnn~1l aVOIr n'5" a eomple", 'H"~'~J>?

s'oblige de conln"buer d'un
par cenl 'ur sea gaR"" pour Ie Fnnd. des Voyag<;:utS. Car ainsi, &c.
pl'...mcl,alll, &c. oblil.'Ca1lI, &c. renOll,wmI, &c. •

Fail Cl f"l''''' i .///P7"l/7r.-v. en I'e!llde du Nolaire &ouai.
B''' ~.~ Jllil huil centl".» ""-'" '" ----> Ie ~"'7') ....-/,;4/.. ",;';;""a"r
de.... IT'( > t/ ~.t:'~ midi, el om si{nc, (l'uc.,..
lion u .lit en/lagi! qlli, aranl declare lie Ie A"OU fain:, de
co cuqllis, a fait A llW1lue ordillaire apres Iel;llll'c faite,

r /' .A:." "
~///~, )n pj ,t'l '/ I
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