
ANO TIMES

TnE SIOUX WAR

18&! I" 18'S.

JOlllt OTKD. DAY
An_pe._tu_tok_cha, boo:t.r known •• Jobn O1:h.r D..y.w..... Sloul< tndl.n ...'10
h.d be.~ converted to Chei.tt.nlty undae tha .ini.tey of R~v~e.~. S.R.
~il&••nd T.S.Wtllta-.on. He ..dopt.d til. y. and dr••• of til.. whtte.
and ...hll. tn Wa.htngton tn le~8 ...rrt.d htte gtrl.~ollowlng the
Splelt L.ke Has.acre In 18~7,.lo~g ... Ith two othee Indtan.,.ecured by
paying r.n.o., the r.leo•• of Abbie C.rd~ar,ona ~f the tva ~.n c.p
ttve....ho .urvtvad th.t tr.glc 4v.nt.Othar Day advt.ad the Indian. not
to att.ck the ...hlt•• a. tt ...ould only bring on tha .oldiee••~d e••ult in
killing .nd the lndi.ns bootng driven feOg their l.nd•• Th.y thought othar
.. t •• ,H. then went to th. HI •• tonart •• and told then that tha lndlant "er.
gning to ..~C~ ~ar o~ the ...hitc' end pee.onally led 62 men,~,,~ and thlld
ren to .afety. John Other Day died frOg con.umptton at Foet Wadaworth.
Dakota TerrItory on Oct.30,1869.
SEE Jamet Hindt letter on oppa.lta rage and trantcetptton BELOW.

"SI Peter Ht'

••• ,The ne"t day .!ter I I•• t wrote you I left foe ...... by St... and
caaa through In ana dey • dl.tanc. of 90 .ile•• t Ju.t .ev Henry .t
Shakopa••••• (John) Othae D.y who•• plctur. I aent 10U ao-a tt...tnce
and ho ••ved '0 -any Itve••t tba .....cr. last f.ll c... up tn the
St with _. Ba ha. ju.t raturnad fe_ Wasblnatorl wllera ha _reled
....hit. lady. Ba ...,u ... itb OUe [orcn in the battle .t Blech CooII.
last fall and Vhlle tn tha .dvanc. had bl. hor•••hot undee hi_ but
ha ...da • ru.h on the tndt.n••nd .ol.ly .nd .Ion. took the•• tndlan
P\)nl•• and br""4tht t~ Into c.p. Ba ..... out with u. on the EI<padt
CIon. Ba is a good Inclt.n and .... tha One ...ho captured tha Vhlt•
.....n ...ho ..ere taken prl.OMra by tba Indian. in 18~7. Thara "ara t..o
.....n eaaa up In tha St... w1th u. who "eee .a_d by ht. last fall
OM of the..... the daulhtlr of Kajoe{Jo.eph ~)8rown _ • qu.et.r
blood Indian and the acat be.utlful I.dy I .v.r ....18rown "a' ..rried
to. Slou" ~n unttl hia d••th Mov.9,1870).Hee f.th.r hal char~. of
tha Indians ..ho ar. to ba e.acv.d .round th. HI ••ourl(rlv.e).Thc la.t
batch of the WInnebago Indl.n. left her. thl. acrnlng for thalr naw
h... on the Uppae Hlnouel _ thlY nUllber Over 2200. sc- of the. c.......
over fra. their le•• rvatlon by taam' .nd others by 8o.t vi. Hankato.
Anni. ~ t ~ent ovsr tha ltvar la.t evening to their camp on the op?Q'
.tte b.nk of the Rtver _ thay h.d • big ....r danc•• t .hall I••va to_
~rrow for St Paul and ,h.11 th.n det.e~in. whathar I ,h.11 &0 aCeOss
the Platn. or round via Ht ••ourl Rlv.r ••.•• A man w., shot by th. tnd
tan...hl1e plowing In ht. !leld not a .Ile feOG Hew Ul~ ye.terday•••.

Ja" HInds"
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FT ABERCROMBIE July 9.1863.

"I lIccived heee the night. Of the 7th .ate lind sound _ J WillS ,n gUU"d
yeaterd., lind 1".t. night. We ••corted a train tor Slbl•••~pidltion.
there va. 75 hoc.....ith the train. 26 of our Co rode one horse lind
led another. The reat of the Co va. lett behind to guard the Plitt ot
the tr.tn that h.d etuff(treight)for this place .We expect. the. In to
d.y. vord e sent ua .t Alexandria thilt part of Sible_ expidltlon
"lI. here lting tor their train _ So we came ahead,but. one Co or
cllvelry va. lett here,but found the hOBpitlll crowded lind .1180 40
sick tn our quarters. the sick tn our quarters ~ooved Into the
Winona quarter. as they vent to join the expidition. there vas Six
Co's or cavelry here rro~ Sibles expidition.Col AverilILt.Col.John T.
Averill.later Bvt.Brig.General VOI.6th Hinn.Reqiment]va. here. That
.an that ! vrote about came in .afe _ his horse qOt scared and puled
the bridle over hi. head and got avay fro. hi~.he ran the .addle off.
There vas Soux arround the ft last night.! vas vaked up at 12 oclock
to go on post.and the Corporal told me vhat had been going on for the
las hour. I vas lying under a cannon at the post nearest to them,and
their yell. did not vake me up. they came[fro.jnear a ca.p of Chipivay
half beeds and they told the. not to fire On the. a. they vere half
breeds and to come in to their camp. This va. under stood by half
breeds in the ft,They could not under stand vhat the Soux said _ there
va. one old Squav 122 year. Old that could talk a little Soux and .he
talked vith them ooms - the ca.p vas about 80 or 100 rod. from the ft
and the Soux vere as much father on. The corporal said that he could
here them yell dovn the river for a mile. They lit up a fire dovn the
river about half a .Us.and let It burn for five or ten minutes,! did
not hear or .ee any thing after I vent on post[quard].Co H of our
regiment vere camped just OUt side of the stockade and men vere Sent
out to vake thom up and have them put OUt a guard - They vere 80 near
tho ft that they thought thoy did not need any guard.but vhen they
heard the noise they put out a strong guard and every man lay on his
arms, Co H Is mounted and they did not knov but vhat the Soux vould
try to get their hor.e•..... July 10 - It is nearly night and the mail
is going out tomorrov .0rnlng .... James [.Cady.-
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FT.ABERCROHBIE.July 9.1863 .

• That half breed that J told you about.vhose cart they found empty on the
road.came in here the other day on his poney. he said he sav the dead body
of one of the men that va. killed.and un hitched to ride [the hor.e?) to
one of the .tation. a. quick a. he could to give notice of the Soux In the
vecinity.on hi. yay four Soux .prang up near the road and fired at hie. but
ai ••ed hie. he left the road and tried to run arround the. to qet into the
road aq.in but he had to keep a great dl.tance froa thea .0 that they could
not .hoot hia, he lo.t hi. v.y and roaeed the prairie all nlght,but early
the next earning he caee to one of the Stations, The Soux ver a foot,but he
.ald that they r.n like deers. he had tva guns,one left vith hi' cart,the
other he took vith hia.Thi. river [Red River of the North) run. north, and
you viII knov vhlch vay I me.n vhen I say dovn or belov here. Tva Chip yay
half breeds froe Red Lake caee in here yesterday. They .aid that they sav
eight Soux at a place called Levistovn.(but at vhlch no body live., It Is
about 25 eile. belov herel.the Soux caee into their tent and saoked their
pipes vlth thea. The half breeds said that they could not understand vhat
they said. but knev that they van ted to be on frendly teras. The Soux do not
vant to be at var with the Red Lake Indians. a. they are a strong force. and
are the vorst branch of the Chipevay nation. it is said that the Soux dread
to fight haIr or their nueber of thoae half breeds. One of the guard shot a
coy last night, the ball went into one eye and out of the 'Ide of the head.
but it did not kill her and probly viII not.Our CO vent out Scouting yester
day _ they did not see any Indians. but shot tva coons and caught a white
headed Eagle vhlch had been vounded about a aonth ago by one of the 9 reg
boys but he could not catch hi. at the tiae. his ving had been severly hurt
but It I. not broke. We could not take hia till after one of the boys hit
hie On the head vlth hi. gun.(vhlch vas Oliver Jone.).about as quick a. ve
got hia up.he caee to. and it took SiX .en to hold and tie hla_SC..eofvhlch
got pretty badly bit and scratched. The Capt says that he Is going to take
hia vith u. vhare ever ve go.The boys said that they did not belelve that ve
could have taken hi. alive if he had not been sO poor and weak. his vlng •
• easure nearly seven feet acrost the back.·
MAY 12.1863. Cady then continues about the delay In the aails and that it IS
hi. little brother Hobart. birthday, -I vas 19 yesterday - Hobart 7 to day.
t .hall all-vays reaember vhere I vas on the day I vas 19 year. old. it va.
a scouting party in the tl~ber on the Red RIver,to see if there vere any
Indians lurking near vhich might fire on the ~all unavares fro~ the ti.ber.
It Is ju.t dark,and the ~ail has ju.t come in - It brought ~e a letter frOm
you and all.o a letter and Gold pen and silver pencil,and holder (rom a
lotery in the city o( Nev York. The price o( the pen and pencil i. $4.00 cts,
it cost ee $1.45 cta. There va, (is] a vho1e Co of cavelry - vith It there
la alIson a nev co~ander tor u. - 1t Is the Major of our reg [George A.Camp}
_ The paymaster i. here. The ru~or Is that he Is not going to pay u. but tva
months pay. but I hope he .ay pay us all that Government aves us. They .av
four Soux to day but they vere so far off that they could not follov them,
They judged that it vas 12 miles to them, and they appeared to be traveling
in an[obllque] direction to them .HAY 13. We have just got tva ~onths pay.
Which I. all ve vill get this time.and as I suppose that you are 1n great
need or some money - I vill send you $10 In this letter Jamel! E. Cady·

~ • ~~"tir' f"ovpr postmarked at FORT ABERCROMBIE.D.T. HAY 14.1863
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1863.
P~ 4be~ie.J~7.18.

I •• -u. •• u.-1UI1. bllt ... little to d-.p7 to -*it...,

IIUOh •• I ban jUAt ... ott of Gual'd. tb. _u __ in lA~ ni&h~, it

brou,gbt one l.tta.. fro. :roup and good 0_. f~ the _uth. So :roll oao .-peat

tha~ I .. iQ pod ..,trite if deap7. the lD.clUn. ban~ oo..ttine __

depp_datioo. bel_ hera and ript at .u_dria .h .bou~ one week

befo_ th.,. wo....d-.cl a -.n th...... one of 00 I: ltia __ ••• tonne. I _.

_U .cqUllint.ed wi tiro tu.. h•••• woundad in ~he ._ but not ......,. bad, h••••

l_dine hia ho.... to ••ta.. when two Indian. ro.. up in th. pa•• on the bulk

of the lake and fired .~ Itia hiUn. hia iD th••_. th.,. ha.. li.. SoWl:

p ..i._o.....t sa.uk centa... 'Prank J: _d L J:abcle11 and John lU.l'dd7 with ,

Sibl•• Bxpiclit.ion. and 00 A 10 _a in wbioh .11 tha bo7. fl'Oll ...ro d. th._~,

..... I •• ona of Co A 10. h. i. pine ho-. h. ,ppeot. to .et hi. cliaoha....n
I ha.... forpt hi. __ he U ....bout a ail. f..- n.:ri..'••• It ..in. ha... ~

to da,. aDd. harde.. than it haa to.. Six _nth•• I .. cJ..ed to h_.. tbat tII.. '"
~

crop. look •• if tha,. _~d ,-lInt to _ thina lliaoa the rain•• IIOth_ ~

ha. qu.ita ••took of he.. owo. 110... _d turk.7•• I hope that I _7 enj07

__ of tha tll,.a,. f_.ta .t 00_ thia t'alJ.. It ia ju.t Bl.'nO IIOnth. to

u.,. a!noa I an.li.t.ed, and I do not -.xpect that the .... riU lA.t 11._

_ nth. _ .... aDd. I hope that it rill 010" up bafo_ the op.,do. of 1864.

I ha.. aothi.nC _ ... to write.

Tour. trul,.

<,
•
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OM.. Pri.eaq

I .. Wl11, ~ -.u. __ in laiK~, but _Wi..

QO t..t.~ tor _a '!he l.nlPG-"t.10Q QeQoa"~ ot th-. Statoe ot Ninneeot. 1. beN

to tn~ tbi ri....a ~ inapoaUon ot the tl'OOpll .Na 1••t or.- ooloc*.

Wa .... Jut ..-lei to NCOI"t tha ..u t.o 41a=andria Wa .'811 .tart at _

oolook. '1bo XQdt ana ._ p1.aJt.na .... 1Q the Ala.ndria Wood.. Co I( haw .

~ out~ -ollta ot the u..o a-. OIW ot t.ho1r _ IDt woWl4od,

!bo7 .... t.1'J"1Dc to -.1•• 00 too aoout throuab tho. wooc1II, the .tatoe ott...

11,50 • ~7 baaldNi U5,OO tor .....,. ~1Ul: aoaJ.p t.bat. tlwy tak•• We hea..

I'1Nt Nt. ~. t_ the eold.b, that tho)' ba... ~t Vit4Mq with 1",000

pri~_, lIQd "3,700 of Gea IAII'••...,., ADd Metri. I.e1aDd, and _ aN

p1a71Dc GO Pt. &.ptaI' t.ha ...,. about Y1t.bww _ '-J'd tho -U betOJ'18

t.b1••U~ t-.. that~ .... I.a...- .c»b 1Q ••T. w. ha.. a )'VtaIC b1aalI

~'" and two wild ....., Mel Six wild dlmka but. the ca::e ld.11ed u.., !be

Indiana ba_ lett. Drdla Lak1a, SO tha balt broeada _7. I baTe nothina _ ...

to writa, and ..... P and pt .-..d,. tor our t.rip

To... tru1.,.

J .......cad)'a
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DOIIr I"ri..~

I _ well •• tWU&1, ha.. ju.at 0IUl8 in t'n:- tho 11&)'1.-
oto

eIJp1dition, "..r.o..ua)'QOOn; _mod S13,5O while I _. out, tolftd Slblea

•ft:pidlt1oQ hOl'8, saw r and L, ~d&ll n-. SanbUl'l\, n.by Jonoa, h,- .wc-,
•

Prank~, 9alII Cur'tJ..- and John CUM:1.ae, John- oo.u ao1n& to .-ta7

bez'e • whlJ.e ~, he ia in the na'r&1l7, 00 It of' the 9th i. 1.rt be.. nth

!W, they had tour _UK prl~., Little crow• .:HI h one, I _ ttw. 1111,

tbe7 had • trial bel-. but did not .-le. ~ their Idnda to bane ttl. heN,

~ t~ baa l.tt ...... to da,.. I do not know wbo they .N &PJ.nc nor tbey

do DOt,~ ia • 001 pa~ \0 ........ thea)' to p. I OM IIOt

vrite all thAt I ba'N but I haw had • ..-1 pod u.- e-t&N.17 __ •

• t rn-Jc ot de,. and eoi.ac aav capt rtAckot.t and 1.1.. M 1h_117, and~

or.Uoc>, ~J'd t~ 0-'7 body pned,., and the Indiana in parUc'Lla1", I haw

~ ..tne _.w'&1 u..a thia ..-ro, n&"NI' _ m n&n7 befo... had •

111d1J..Dc 800IS u.. out ha)'inc 40 al•• abo_ hero on tJ'O boi. do. UK

1"1.,..., I haft not talked. aD JIUOh in ono ...... I ha.. in tba la.-t 14 ben....

I hope that th.i...,. tia4 )'0\1 well, ami ttw hardatinc _ ..17 dona, I

reoeiftd -.tbw. 1etwr, I pt tho_ .elM, and I ....t J'OU no lD the

l.tter tJ\at I ....t beok .ttar I IIDt the pD••, and haw not baard fl'C* it

dnoe, I hope that JOu ~ "''N eot it _f., I wouJ.d -.d JOu 110 of tid•

..a.,. U I kDew that tJM Pll7 _ater would be hoI'e bato... __t liown, ..

JOY I _ holdine on to __.,. withe the intention of _tnc t-

it' tho i. &07 poa1b1. Ihow, but W.e will ~i" for thi. u.. •• I _

in • ,-rib1. hurry.

YOUI'll trul,. .....
-
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260 WACON TR"I N _ OVER ONE THOUSAli'D NOLES AND HORSES 

CAVALRY AIIID -LITTLE CROW·

"FT. ABERCROMBIE JUDe 2.1863"

-The ... U ha. not. co_ in tht ...eek yet..but ve expect it. thu~.dll.y or triday "Ith
the .r_. lind ...unltion tUlin,ourquard duty is pl'etty he...)' nov ••• twaco'.
have gone dovn to ..scort the tu,ln through, I have co.e On every third ~.y. tor
tyO " ..ele. nov. but Ique•• j t vi II ~ rOUt day' 5 b<:'for 1 <;0_ on nexl t lac The
Winonan.. co th«t h... 'il0nedovn holve .. rae" the.-selves "ith six shooting title
they .. reexpected on this tr.ln.the tr.in viII have .. he• .,)' escort or cll ..etr
besides the \:''''0(;0'. or tnt.ntry.lt vDuld be .. v;Jluable prize to (.11 into th
hands of the soux [Sioux ].1 t 15 ...,ld thllt a SOll.X ct':iet (Li ttle Croll) t. on t e ••
rOllds vlth four hundred lndfans,this report vegot trolliold Joe's son lSl.oull
Indian _ SEE letter ot Hay 24,1863],just about the tille that ve heard the train
vas starting troe St PauI,and tva <;o's vereordered to_et it at St Cloud or
Sauk Center. the Il'inona co viii open their guns and soee or theaeunitlon 01
soon as they lIeet the tUlln,but 11111 boll up their old lIusketsand bring thell
vlth the traln,lIith those guns they could IIhlpout rour hundered Indiilns In
qUick tille the one co alone. June.3.1863.I have just been looking over lIy
accounts- ... Here J<lIees give. <lin <lIccount of his belonging. furnished by the
"rey <lin <lI revolver he h<lls just bought _ SEE letter of Hay 24,1863.He then co 
tinues : - One of the boys shot hillself through the had vhUe on guard the oth"r
day.it vas through the right hand.cut the boneo! the tore finger ofr.oInd va
50 far bilck th<llt the Dr thought <lit nrst that he 1I0uid have to take off the thu..b
to, be took otf the tore nnger, the ball val; so big that it cut a hole frolll the
bone of the thumb to the bone ot the big tlnger.a large pelce ot his hand gon
he vas a very s ..all boy,of his <lIge ,and he V<lIS only 17 the 28th at April,h. 1
getting alOn'il very vell.l .av his tinger this earning the Dr h<llsgot It in a
bottle of alcohal. June 6.1863- He then tells about gUilrd duty and going out
on scouttng trips and then continues - The train viII be in to night t.hema; 1
staid at the 8a..e pL<lIce the t.r<llin did last night, it is silid to be the l.rllest
train that ever .<lIde <lI trip to "bereroebie. there are tyO hundred and sixty Odd
wagons. besides the provision and b<ll.gage trainl'J that the co's took dovn vith
thell troe here, lind eost ot Uncle Saes wagons have eix eules hitched to thee,
so there lIust be over one thou.and eules and horsee.They found /I dead Indian
to day II short vaye trolll vhere those Illen vere Killed that vere bringing the
beef cllttle up here, they brought his gun in with them!, .... Jallles E.Cady·

{' P /
. IIU1i-.J. (:;,rr"-'(1//••••••••••••••••••••••..•. t ./

What a sight this \/<lIgon train and cavalry,strung out. tor mlles.must have been'
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Q<flu,1ns a letter Y:in.. by -'- E. cad)' f~ U. Ott« Tall \lj.YPr t tl.l.863.
cad)' wrlta:'1.J.ttle er.... u dlead, he ... kiltOll bel"" ben: ..,., tUR _ f"'* ht.
.... (_~] prutmr<. _ !>e laid that hU father 1015 kU1.«I ..... mat .. I'..:t !:In
fathl-n ~ trw bIott that 'killed hu tathl!'<"~ thl'citCIl u. btuc:h of hU
..... r _ the ..... _ till Col [COt......1] hall the ..... the boy ........ly aid< _ oould
ro?t lit OJt or our -.y. he had a IIe'I'!f'e w::r.nI I.tlid\ 1015 nDt well ~t. !ben ...... on
ht. ..y to DevU_ tM. (DoI<ot& Te=l.toty] fnllll~ hi_ father ... aha< .. ou.nlId a
_If 1II'ld ...........t ~ to U. 'oClOlf, .. n"" on hta _ toR hlJo ~ t.:l."

Little eru.. one on the 1....... In tIw Sl.<:uc ~uiJIS, was kilt.cl by a tanrm- ....,
It.JtehlJ\SOl'l.~, .Ally 3.1863. Hia am'" ...un:8d to Ivnll, by a Mill.tar)'
CcmIiNlon. tlut ... -.t>.aUy ...1_. flo be.,... _ O"d..otlan .-.1 toe* u..
1bcmla ~.In _ otu....,t _ told of oI>o:>t1nr; U. ,,,,It t.... food .. to. ...
_tuv1nr;. IliI _tatement anJ c.dy'_ letter .... in U. only evl.denc:>e of the ''\<t>lf''
Incid-.t known to U. edHoc. Cady ... a ornbe<' of the Eiftlth !tl.rroHota Vol..--t...,
Ref;brent. llil ... el.t/lt.., ~ old """" he~ Unco1n'. CAll f .... ''(,l)().CXXI
",",',
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Ihe cover anovn _bOve ~as placed in the .ails atSAIST C~OVD.HIN.
In 1863 the helldquarters of the 8th Minnesota reg:lIlent vall at Sillnt ClOUD.
"aay's co.pllny C aa veIl a& C and H vere stoltioned;llt Fort At>eccrolllble

D.T .• and the Other camp",nl •• or the 8th."ere placea at strategIc poInts
guardIng the "hole Indun frontier.

• FT ABEIICIIOMBI E Sept. 3/63

Dear Friend•.....• t have been plulIllng:(vild 1several tt .... have had so••
of the niceat plu•• that I ever aa" •..• We have to get per_ilion of the
Co_.nder of the Post to go beyond the U.tts ot one mile.and hle.ides not
less than five i. let to go,and ve h;tve to keep our guns beside Of us all of
the lillie and keep together.other vise we /Ice not let to go. tour or five
days ago the boys vere out on the wild Rice river pluming lind sav 12 Indillns
out on the prairie beyond the dver - they thought about tva Illites trolll thelll
_ they veee on hoese back and veee eiding dovn the river.wevereon the Wild
etce yellttledllY. ilnd 1lI0ee at our co hilS gone ... todilY •.... there vas 27 gold
Iliners killed on the Ilizlluri rivee a tell' dilys attee Sibleys expedition lett
theel' .•... A tribe at Indians (I target the nalle just now) drove the 1I0US back
accost the MizBuri dvee (atter Sibley lett) ,When they callie back,sollle halt
beeeds, troll British AllIeeicil.report that 1II0St at the BOUX tribe is at a plilce
called St Joe., which 111 on the division line (7 lIIiles lIouth at the Canadian
boeder and 30 IIUe. vellt at the Red Rivee j ,they also say that the Soux delllre
peace, Salle halt breeds, up there which the Soux have been at peace with lIent
out on a IIcslp hunt and took 9 Soux scalps, that are for the $25 businells [this
was a bounty paid by the goveenlllentj,it 11'111 probly cause var between thell.
and the Soux are atraid ot the Red River halt breeds. Sept,8. The maU calle
in Illst night,but no letter teolll you ......•Governer Rallsy is Calling up
here ,he is going tOlllako a teeaty lIith the Red Lake Indians', Major Callp
[George 1\. 1 i. go i nil' vi th him .... We heae that Jet Davi II has ottered 500,000
Slavell their treedolll and 50 acres at land to get thelll to tight ... James E.Cady"

'The Dakota Sioux crossed the Missouri lit Burnt Island on July 29,1863 to get
away tromSibley. It Cady is right it vas probably the Cheyenne Indians whO
chased the Sioux back aceoss the rivee atter sibley had lett.

'St.Joe lIall Saint Joseph _ nov Walhalla, N.D. as at July 21.1871.
'The treaty lIith the Red Lake and Pembina Bands of Chippewa Indians vas con
Cluded on October 2.1863.See Lincoln'S authorization to atflx the Seal ot
the United States to the treaty. dated Hay 5, 1864. in this collection.
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rOlT ABEIl.CR.mmtt. D.T.
Cady ....tt.. fr_ roct Abertro,.bl .. und.. r dat .. of l'breh 11.1864: "Old JO<l Our SOUl<
Stout brought tn ftv. Indian. Ona of ..hleh ..a. a Chlef, belonglng to the Si.lton.
Soult t"ibe. thy have &on.. back to g.. t the test th.t ...re ell"'pe.d v1th the.. to
eo..e • th..r. VIII lbout 250 lodg•• or t ..nt. of th Th.y Itgned .. pape.. aggre.. lng
to gtv. up ell of th.. lr ..urd..ror. or ktll th.... th _•• lv.... th .. flv .. ease in
und.. r • fl.g of truea. the ~lld Indlan look. twite a. veil e' the half elvlli~.d

(half-bre..d.) on. doe•• they ....1'. feathe ....d and painted up but did not brlng
th I tn th ...-vie. 19 ltQnth. y te..day J.nu E.Cady."



~r Fri-.d.

I _104 • 1.U.r ~__ Mcttber Ibb7 _d ~ UR.' t"'C~

••• _..,. &lad to h_r ~.... th_. I he__1eel 1.ttAr ~ uJ.tA -,-1'1,.

ut.l,.. I all. cot ..,. NJ,.r. old Jo. our lowe Socu,t bl'O"&bt 1.Q ~J,",

hdtan. one o~ wh10b •••• Ch1.~, be1_lIP'na to the S1"'~. 10_ t~,

U.,. U,", plio. back to ..t t tlLat _ o. r .d witla t.h.- c. _

UI_ ••••boll\ ISO 1 1' t..t. o~ u.-. tIw7 eM '..,.

to p,.. ~ .11 o~ Uleir -.Iaror••1' Id.ll the. u.-ee1 til. ~i.. __

1.Q ItDd.r • n.aa o~ true-, the wild Indian 1000 twioe •• well.. t.h. h&1~

ciYili-.d _. do••• t.h.Y __ .11 ~_u..red aod pd.D.t.. '9 b"t ,did _t

brill&' their .,..., I _. 1.Q ...-.toe 19 _th. ,...t.eJ'day. I _ ..t~ •

1........,...u .... I he__t aA7 UliJlc __ to wr:lc. I ... ..u

.......1. v•• _I'''' to bear Uaa,t elLa.... i. _ -U It to pt tM

di. e..... by _tJ.aC to -.ch. I all.&)' ~ee1 beater I do _t ..to
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_ttled in the .....t rt. 11pp1y. we uori..... bN'II~ abollt QOOD. w. ~
;

ha.. aot la.... Quater. two bu1.ld1Dca. al by lIS , ..to. W. dD DOt • I. at to ~

!Ita,. be_ lana', ( r_ tMl daTa to .... _the v.~ 0_ the IndUaa i
to 00 D or tbe .-oond ca'f'e1l7 at St. Clolokl... a.. SO .u.. ,_ It C1.oQd.

I .uppo_ that it. i.e ~Ued that ... 1IIh&l1 be_~... haw bad &1--.

~t. to our GO. and -..peot •••Nt _ ... at n lIftaluna. v. ha.,. _

__ _ .- tun there ... in the 00 whea it va. Ni.... CO n 01 our .......,
.,t tea recr.it. that w. odoulat.lnc to __ into our Co. We ha... 85 r.

•_ now. Co I or our .... i.a~ and ~ 00'. 01 the :lei caw1,.,.. 'lbJ.a rt i
•

b oa the 1U.M1-.lppi 1.1..... jWJt 130 _U.. abo,.. at 'aul bJ' land... were-~

•
tllree da,.• .....c ftC t_ st Cloud LV heN. We bad w.- _ .... to oaI'I"J' U8 ~

•
all.( and ... did all ride.) theI' ... Ilaht two Mr_ w... and two 111..--.;
-.Iateule. Yoll oan~ 7OUI' latter. here UU I writlt ror )1'011 to 41nof__ ~e1_. a-taT Apr 10 18~

1_l'O.t that. be baa tbe -U Pox H baa to 1_...... be .... DOt bad it bi.Ii
..tl. Ie...', Welab latt. ,......, to take __ 01 twa. be baa bad tM ~

•-U Po_. I ... 'IaJtlDated at Ill_ e-.~ 10 two pJ.~. OQ lIlT ._ but it ~

"tid not _ril. __ 0' tIM! Co ..... -.inAted th.... w. _,. not -.nt to pt;

!DeUb.. OIl aooo....t 0' tbe ..u Pox~ theN a IIaftOi_ bad~ bo-.

_ • fwolow. 1eJWt. ca_ will __ up bu.. sneN1 0' tIM boy. that w. on

turlow ..... eapo.-d to U, but. the U- b J*.-d '01' trw. to _ down

with it. JH co111na he_ b.-s hOI'II .u ..... 1"rn1na to drwa artd __ ---.. ~,
h.... ""-' _ ~ he_. tbore i_ out • ri_ .u.. -kin• .ap1. "

lib • .....
_!dna out thNoa _w ri_ or 1111 out , .... .sa:;.:

~I'.- - :,
•
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0-. ,P!lIIQCI••

I ~ _ ba.. tbrM .u.. -.Ie s, '_d 01 two •• I ..... baro..

.. I to "'JWO _1"Giac IlDd DOe~ tA to ......~. So I rill .....

to It"s. tM __ 01 ..,. DI.aI7. Pr:I.da7 1. April.

we __ tAto SIll_ e-t.- to diQ' • ll~u.. beIo.. 11 _'.... 0... "' cd.w
.... __ 9 .t u.- 1a .~ at Cloud 8U1.~ ..... Joa- 8U.b'

... .... ...... I bo t. • "'riIIe IWui6 It; 1a • lwt&IP7 ...,. I ..

_ to _ *,to Cl't"i1.taU- ...,. _M ltdw ba.. *-- tbelr

.... I .. .,·x1 onated to diQ'. ..~ a __ I~ c.t4I' II

MUM ODe ot tIWIl .US _, died to d&7 I .. _ Guard. _ d~

..... t.hrilt.,. .... tbftri.IW .... 01 _• ...u.o ""-'a ....,.~ .. aIbd ..

and lo~ aw,. I~ t.o.o. We = lid 6 .u..~. 8tD:&a7 3.

Cold IIpI"I.QpI w. he... c • ~ ...... it. b __ hall pa... 10_ oo1ook w. __

U aU... u.... t.oaao __t Ir"OtI at Oolld to *'- tho wId!.... J ou.o
.... J tll ot oW' CD _. We ..... that _ ... pJ.nc to ,... 1J.1IP17. I ...

Ifi"i" __ be M1.onca to 00 , 01 tho Jd ca...--We .... til.- aU.. I~ It C1CMId I ....... lett.-~•• a.rri_ ot eMIl'

_ 18 atok ...... wit.k tIM a.u Jrroa. ? '1:7!.

w _,.., tho ft...... -.rcII 01 to_ aU We be_ tu Ifk:4

0 tIM r-u'" to Co D 01 \be ca... ..., ..,. be _ to ,... s. we

.taM .... u.a -1'ft1nIr 10. ,... I.. I .. _ 0UU"d I tr,. We lort. St c te

..,. Md .-t ....... • 1 IJ .... = e•• 1a 014 a._. It 1a Miol...

.. ...... t.- _'. tv~ _ all •......... ,.
w. left tho llIIIl'III and Nd4I 11 .u.. atal4 1a • ta.......t lIJ.1.tU. lall..

Slopt OQ tbo~ _ no,.. it. ~wocl ud N1nod __ 01 .U dII:r.

Prida,. II

... atal'ted 10. tho 'on thia.. It. ia • 0014 __,. 100kina da:r we p~

into tho pt .bout. DOOI1 V. are iA oW' qtatel'll, tho)' .... Wo a8 b:r .8
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PMr Pri-.:l.

I tboQlht. I would .,. • 1Ke.- to ,... to da7 ~

tIM .u ..... DOt. .. out t.Ul • 7. I _. ""d...ted -...u.a~•
... 01 tIM bo,.. tMt. t.h1.U: tbe7 _to lit. to • _ tIM ....tiU-~

II wU1 M de.. to 4a7 b7 tIM ... to _ if t.a.)o a_ tit. to .....

__ 01 tIM _ ..._ ~ iA tba~ 20 _tM t a_. a11 tIM -7

1_ tIM UUo t.Ul u.. II ., Apr. u- ...... to .... • n .,.". ,.. to _-_. Co " ..t. 10 or eMU' -.I.e.. but tbe ODt-l .,.. that _ a.... u...

tNlok. I wU1 p_ )"OU tIM wt.ai.h ., owj~ , .... Ab_. tI.

MI."" Fri_ :15.

h bad a ..-t. U1twfinau.oa la_ nlaht. .-lei a ..... W. lett. tIM pt, tbi.

~ with the Ind' .... -.-t about. 10.t1_ , 5 II on the Ited Ith_. W.

will P to tho Aut.er t.ail ri.YW to _.....- vhJ.ob to aboUt. 11 .u... I ..

OQ o...-rd.

..t.urda7J6

!b da7 we _1"C:be4 to t.ha Old <:1'0......., tho Aut.or taU. T...... JneUena

aDd lIqIIaO rido all u.. U- SolcU.__ ., tba U-. Old Ind1ane walle.

I ..... 1.e...... j _I U. _la.K~t................

..... """""'7 , Cloud to d.- ...... IncUan. *"-•

.....7J7

we 1.rt. tbe A..... taU tbJ.a .......... Md~ to P l t _II 1tI a"-

U I .... tba A~ taU. I" a,lI -s.ac tbiA an.- _ __

aboue; 10 .0... , , it NIMd ball a u...u. to .. uto

*-e. v.ltb tba IIJ"'OUftd 00..... ntb leo aDd __• We baI.1d a Ii beto_

ow '-to and QlMr17 I,..... _t.t1Jlc by it..

~7 JI.

w. ....,. a'~ to 4a7 on aot:IOunt. 0' tho eto-. it. baa -.0.... all
~

day to da7. X .. _ G..rd to day ba.. to .t.aftd .. ho.... in tho da7 U-

aDd DOMl in tho ft14Ih". W. pt. pl-"7 01 uyto eJ.oop on lad nJ4t.t.•••

1111.. OUl' ~... ball full 01 it. aod banked ...... up well. ""

-
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Thll "41 one of the
etvtll.n fort. buIlt
On tbe Kln.....ot.
frontt.r durtna the
SIoux ...r. It ....
occupl.d by Co.I,8th
Htnn.Vol· •.••nd ....
loc.ted on sauk IlIver
.t Sauk C.ntr.,Stearn.
County,Hll\nOllOt•• The
t.tt.r ......rltt.n byJ_. E.Cldy and tbe
follovtna .xtract••r.
f.... hI. tetter: ''IIe
.rrlved her. y•• t.rdev
.ft.r e a&rc~ of II
.tt••... ln thr•• dey.
fr.. the FtIAbarcro.bl.>
••. ther..... 300 -en of
u.-ourCo-Colof
our r.~ • Co C of the
Cev end 2~ _n of Co I
of the C.v. Co H of our
rea ..tll be h.re to
nlaht .nd the furlowed_n fr_ Ft A ..lth 300
hor.e•• they '.y that
th.y .re ell pnnl•• and
never broke or rod. 
Th. Serat. ""'Jor of ~r
ras rode one of the.•.••
he ••y. the pont.
thro-d hta twice•.. The
Indtan••hot • aan
e.rrlna the ~II frOG
A~rcr..bt. to Ft Ceerl.
(Cerry>.voundlna ht, In
the back of the .....d •..
but not ktlltna hta.K.
thr......d the ~t1 off
fr~ ht. hor••• the
Indtana taktng and
burntng It. K. ran ht.
hore. into Ceorg.
Town - the hore.

dl~ln8 In I ft.... lnut•••...On. of KaJor Brown. Scout••hot a .oux On t .... ~I.n (rlv.r)
about 20 att•• frca the Ft, ht••c.lp ...nt pa.t here ..tth the e"pre•• the other day
tIcked to a harr.ll h.nd .0 .very body could .e. ft •... l h.d a rid. thl' MOrning On a
.tea. .td...h•• t bo.t up Sluk LIk•••.. l have got a ntce lIttle black on. (pony) _ they
are all Canadian panl ••..•• We ..Ill 80 up to the Stocad' {fort _ .ee po.t card abov.l In
a fl ... aln to get our eaddl ...... JlIIII.. (C.dy)."
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-

"OU J.IDG!Ll' 1864
May ]C',Ia6!.,"oIa c_ ....re
yaaterd~y. two Indtana
"ere aeen .... re ye.terday
~rntn~, o~ ,,~. killad
here a ftew daya aco and
hla body brou~ht tnto the
post.tba Dr. ha. hh body
• he h ,l0lnll to \<aap the
ak"llIton. t .... ..c;n ltave
been killed at Sauk Cantar
.lnee ... teftith.), wer.
aoldlar.) • 1/00 paned ''''''
hau•• on the ..ay here with
tha .keIIHo, "f a e"lld tn
it and on the ._ prarle a
hau•• with. whol. fa~lly

of .keilitona tn It. the
..hole of our rail ta tOllether
and all but t"" eo'a of the
c.v ....Oll,t forgot to tell
you "h.t kind of • hor.~ t
,lot • It Is • bl.ek ponle
.eVen years old, • N{dlln
e••y rtder,full of life.
tried to throw me sevcr~1

t1.... but t thrOlHld ·,IN and
got off after he "aa down •
• good san)' have ~ot threwed
and Iota ot tlul .. tid pontel
have got a m.tCh tor the~

and back thea down ••• Jamel
E. Cady." Cover poltNarked
at rORT ll1DG'-LY HI~ MAY ll,
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CAHP WOOD LAKE.June.9.l864 .

•.... ~e are camped at the place the battle of Wood Lake's took plsce.We
layed over here Loday.but leave at six oclock to .orro~ morning. one ot
our boya (Henry Sher.,n trom Lake City to~nshipl deserted ~hile ~e ~ere

at Ft Rigley.atter the .xldent (as he called it) of breaking his o~n
horses neck. he allso borro~ed 25$ in Boney of one of the boy••..... We
are about 40 or 45 miles trom Ft Rigley.We have to pay the .cout. tor
carring our Ball. at the last caBp ground those that vrote had to pay
10 ct. beside. the postage but the officers cut them dovn to 5 cts
apeice _ they bring our mall to us {ree - so you must vrite a. much as
usual.Direct to Hlnnesota Brigade. ve had a dress prade to night and the
expiditlon vas maned by COL Thomas.Act Brigadier General. I have got my
horse so he vlll lay do~n by just taking up his feet vlth my hands. The
boys tound a reVOlver _ several bayonets and an Indian beaded cap pouch
vith over tvo hundred 200 caps In it. We found vhole humane shaped skel
itons.those that pretend to knov say that they are Indian skellitons.
they were above ground .... James E. cady·

The battle ot Wood Lake on Sept.23.1862 resulted in the capture ot 2500
Indians.
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CAMP ALO.ICE July 1.186~cTh. expeditions of Generala Sibley and Sully
in 1863.drov. the Indiana aut of Kinneaota,into the Dakota Territory.
vest of the Kiaaaurl River. For the first time all ten ea.panles oC
the 8th r.gl.ent v.r. aaaeabled at Fort Ridgely and beeaae part oC Gen
eral Sully's Great Indi.n Exp.dition of 186~.Fro. a teMporary ca.p on
the Mia.oud River. Cilldy writ•• hOMe: "I hear that the ..ail Is gOIng
out at four ocloek this eVenlng.aa I have one IIDre chance to address
yau .•.. Th. reaaan I have not writen to you is because the ~all has [not]
went to the a.ttlements since I vrate to you last.we are camped vithln
four milea of the Kiasaurl River.Sully is camped within 1\ milea of us.
he had a little .kerMlah with the Indians two or three daya ago - he
had one Capt killed, he killed three Indians, I vas on guard y.st.rday.
I vas in the r.ar.sav a small party of Indians - the Cirst that I have
seen an the trip. they came dawn on our camplng ground befar. the rear
guard were aut sight, Some of Sullys scouts came in to that ca~p the
night before and reported that Indians vere all arround us, It com~enced

raining yesterday betore we got into camp and is raining yet. We had
muster to day. We ahall layover here twa or three daya.Sullys stea~

boata are within 6 ml1ea of us - he has 15 in all. he haa one years pro
visions tor the pasts that are to be built here, 1 suppose that we viii
have to build them and garrison them, The Eight reg has got the band
detailed and they are playing together every day nov tor dress prade and
on the ~arch, The Second Cav have got a band, We have seen BuCCalo and
Antelope every day lately. we vent about 150 miles out of our vay to get
here,Sully had a man killed day before yesterday while runing a buCCalo
by the Indian•... I have to pay 10 cts for every letter I get from you, J
think they will come tor nothing in a fiev days.James E. Cady"



AT FOIT lICE. CAMP NO.2].

Tht. letter vis ~ttten r~tee days after Canetal Sully had sel.ctad the alt.
lor the lott ..nd bolote It ..a. butlt. It eould "" t"" earlles' retor" j I.tler
fr .. Fort Itte. _ "Sundey )uly.IO 1364. <;ad, ..rites to the follte baelt h_: c"[

h.at th.t the ~ait .. Ill I.av. toeotrow noon. and a. I MU,t ..tit••v.ty .all In
ordet to have yo" ~eu ftO'O ' ve Rot hete Ftlday lh. 8th.Gen.Sl.llly "a-
u, on t!'l. boato and got hete the 7th. Iay..d Out the plans of a fort 0' tl>.
othet slda of tha ttv.t {va.d. _ H'....d it F, Itt"a (Ioeated by ~n Sully July
the 7thl _ The IIla""n.tn ttoopo ar- 'otn t. build pnd c.rttaon It. - \Ie ar.
divided hto t ..", Btlead.... - t',e part l~'\t c,,-_ up .. Ith Sully Ie the ftut
Btl&ada. and the 8th Co Cav(alry) and L~nn sat.ty ata tha .""ond Bri~ade••
Latt"ra dlraetad ao as tn ".,.. throuRh have to be dira"tad by ...y of SoUK City.
e, every poat ~at.t doe. not Itnow ..hlch ..ay to a~.rt a I.tt.r. You can ~,t on
If ,nu at. a _lnd to $eeond Brit_d. S~tly. EKptdltlon_ TIll' is the flt't place
that _ hav.. n ....cll t"" rt .... t. - ..., .. !II lay "'..... t Mt•• f_ d~vs. ,her.. at.
7 ""a:' lI.r•• _ t·",r...... 8 lut nill"'t ...Ith One t"'.t had been up ·.'Ie riv.t.
and ca._ do,,"n I,n nlR"'t • ,h. vllnt on dovn the Rtv.t. _ the rlv.t '>.t. I, •
/l.ra3t daal larRer than the HI.alp;>1 h .~ S: Paul '>r any ..h.re at'CIv~ the lake
I do n",t kn ..... but the !'lil.ip;>1 to u btll; At WInona It ie a very .,dy a~taA"

t,,",te la .!>o'~t t", loot ol .Jd And .and ..,· ... tnt on the b<>t_ all of t"e tl_.
YQ' c.n dip UI "cup {ull nnd I.. t It ~. ttl .. lind ther....lll be , 'HIf Inc~ "r ..,d
In the b<>tOll. _ p"rt Q( the ltr.t Btlll crosud o".. t yea'.tday, - ..... Ill "ll
crO.a hete ':>ut t ..n Co' •• they "Ill .~ay "ete to It""td a..... "".cIt"'''1 thn .too lett
,~ t'>te Iide - o~ of tha Co'. I. Cn K of our Re/l. _ the otller Cn t d, not ll~ow•
• Thet. h.v. I {tev Indtan. ,Iven t~ •• Iv•• up het. but hnw -any I d~ ~o'

k......... 'I" ""t'" Ie "b<>ut es f". as An., ""tee tn the c.. - : hev. en~ 1,1_ a" ....
~11"d, Cltun) fln- Ilt.l r,ltC. - 10,· .. ,,, V,·" rrlll ..~~ I" ,I" fir 1,1",,·, h r,
01.1 hone. In the C" lhal .."uld not 'lll' "Ul or lhdl' <r.lck. vhun th"y ven
{It.d of{ {t~ _ H_ hor•• ean tun 111100 a .tteak. - rnut of us ..~te out hJnting
1,,1' IriS. (and u a G".ud) - ..~ run OUt h"taes .b<>ut ftov...tI •• ,., lettln!! th...
..alk but t .. _ 01' tht.. tl In the whole dlatan"e. - we ,,~Id let OUt hor.-. J~.t

S.t up and ....:I"dl ...~n "ent by a l!:ood plaeae fnt Indians. I MVa not •••n
.ny lndt.n. but onca .nd that "a' ..hen I "11 0"1 t ... r gual'd. - "er. on U",
...rc"'. - It va. In th. IIlOtntna j,at al ..a l"ft C&IIIp. _ th.y c" do..n " ltd. '>III
tl&ht down ~ nar e..ptn& ground - they thouRht that the ..hoi. E'pldltte~ ,,~t..
ou: of .I,ht. but the taat g"atd ....t. pt•• ln/l. up a r.Ve~ ~,rtly ~hlnd , hili to
the.... - _ CQuid not '" .. tth the nak~d a,e to _Ite O'.!t _~ch. _ t·,.y look.d .e tf
thate _IJht (h"val been" flock "f fUty Ot e '>~ndr.d .• r ~ , ·n. " fell .... th"t
h.ld II 'nY Gl".. ",ld thn th.,tll .... only about t"o dn~.. ~ 'f t _ nne of the
Cept'a ....nt and told the Col' he Itoptd the ttaln • had It doubl. up tnto t ..o
11~' • t~n ,,~~ to t~ te~r .. I,'> I .. > {II •• of ...n • ,,~nt behind u. out of .IRht
tc look "t the... (he ~ook.d .. ItO, ht. IlIAa. - ..td he eauld n",t t.11 ..~ath.t t ....y
h"j " lleg ",f truea 01' noe)(then he ..ent behind J. to tek. a 1~'It) _ I did ~ot

h.er ht...ay ..I".. he ...de Out ..hen 'Ie c ..... ~"cll. but ......"re ".. the .... tch end had
be.n fot an hout ..hen h. ca~ up vlth u•• _ I •••~'" th ..y (Indlan.l "et" not
ftandly ~~y .. ~t •• th.y dtd ~ot c~ Into Rlv. the. 1.lv•• up .... I&&I."c. ",I the
I":tet I ••tt.tng) ..•. J,... E. Cady."

.,....... ..--
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HIS 1.1,.,; AND Tli'otr.:S

TUB BJOUl WAR

BAm.E OF rn I rcF1 IfJUIfTAIH " USQl£ OF TH! FlSl IfAGON l'I.AIIf.

Durl.. tbot 1860's tche lo..sr_nt pr....t.d .....on r .....t. fr.. KIn_.ot.... I. Fort
Ahercro-bl••Fort lIce, .nd Fort Unlon,to the Sold fIelds of the Hent.na Terri
tory. Csptsln Ja.e. L.FI.k, en .sst.tent qu.rteraaster, .... One of tho.~ .ssIS
ned to le.d e tr.ln ov.r thl. route In 1864 ••t the tl.. th.t Genersl Alfred
Sully .... In the field with his Gre.t Indl.n E~padltlon.Flak followed, Sully.
who had a force of 4000 cav.lry,lnfentry .nd artIllery, to a point 80 miles weat
of Fort lice. A~ thl' polnt,Sully turned ." a northweat direction, looking for
IndIana, while Flak contInued weat, ..Ith .n eacort of ~O .ounted soldiers, to
the Llttl. HIssourl River, ..~ere th.y were .tt.cked .nd pined down by Indtana,
forclnt th.. to corral their wagons and defend th..selve•• In the ...ntl.. Sully
had leftc his supply train .t the Reart liver and headed north to the Knife River
whera ha found the Indlens ene_pad .t Teh.kah.o-kuty. Or Killdeer Hbunt.ln. In
the letter ~Iow C.dy describes the hattl. and the re.cue of the ..~on train.

Ft Rlc~,Se~t,IO,I!64

"1 "..ar that there h a ..II lolna .....t t ....rrow _rnlna,So 1 "",.t wrlta .,wI
let you know what ts aotn. on In thts pert of the country, ... are ~ck !l4'aln
at Ft Rice, but It I. not ~y luck to st.rt for ho-e, C.p~ Ft.k(J.... L.) 1.
out on He~rt Itver entranchad and aurroun~d by Indl.ns, he hal sent In to Ft
Ft lice. day or two before we got hera for relnfotc...nt., a amall ~tach~nt

were sant out frOG the Ft but are unabla to rendor the n.eded as.lat.nce for
th.~ to come back to the Ft,two co'a of Brackett. men • tWO co's of the aecond
Hln Cav, ara to go sounted and 25 ~n out of each of our Co, Ife are to 10 on
foot, tha raal of tho expldltlon are to atart for the atate I~dtately.lt la
185 ~lla. end a h.lf by t~e roadc-Iter to C.pt Flsks Correll, he folleved o~r

tratl .aat of the ...y but has ju.t turned off of It, he he. got Into the ....
neat that we stlred up, on the 28th July. If. ran on to e c~p of fr~ three
to flva thousand warriors "Ith their f..lltes, they only knew of our c~lng

but t_ hour. before we were On to th.., _ took theIr Clttp ..lth "very thl.."
pll.d Into the bru.h ne.r by, ... ca._ o..to t'- .bout nooon, that night ...
c..pad In thetr c..p, va killed 113 and probtly ....y .ore ran off to die, the
neKt d.y (29th) we ~ndar took to follow th.. but they were on the bord.,r of
the ruffaat fld~es that 1 ....r .... or he.rd of. 1 can tell you ~.thlnl

.bout the bute.(htll.) but can. not t.ll half, .... returned and .pent the re.t
of the dey In burnIng thalr .tuff, ... th.n ..ent back to ..~ere we had I.ft our
train on Keart alver , near whare Capt FI.k la now, ... took up our rout up
the Hla.ourt to the ~uth of the Yellow ,tone River, on our way, we went
through thesa bute. on an old Indian tr.ll, on the 7th of Aug our ro.d party
".r. attacted, on the 8th we had to fight .11 day, .llao on the 9th aaklng
thre.. d.ys fight. 1 c.n only tell you .bout the fight In woord. (peraonl.cen
noot ..rlt. it , It would aek. a larga book. lie had 16 ..n wounded 1" \>oth
battle., four .en ktlled In the first battle - two were killed ..htl ..... were
tn tha battle _ one ordlle Sarge..t, two "n were kill.d Whtle On pickett
Guerd, 1 .h.ll not be back to the st.t. till about the last of Oct or ftr.t
pert of _, It I. reported .- thet ....en _ gH "ck fr_ helpt"& Ft." back.
that ... will lIlet onto. nat boat .nd ao down to sau.(Slou"lClty, OUr bonas
are to be led down _, but t ....st cloue, I aot fO'~r latters f .... )'O<l ,..t
erdey 11th and 24th June. another Envelope lth end 8th July, I sent you 25$
In • letter befor.. I I.ft her. before, v. went up to ft Unton{Hontena Terr·
ttory) on the ..est aide of th.. Hi.aourl end back on tha Ea.t .Ide of the
rIver, Ifa ..ere In the vtllage of two fretndly trIbes of Indiana, the Rees
and Handana - they .ra • trl~ of the Soux, Gen Sully atarted • :t ther.. , 1
&II .,.11. J ...... E. C.dy Ife ...... ra Inald. the Itna of Id.ho llut how far 1
do not 'know."
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Cady', lattar Waf carried by the military frc. Fort Rice
to Fort Abercr~bia whera it waa placed I~ the POlt office
and POlt.arked "FORT A3Dl.CIlO~t£ D.T." n.e~ce to al.UE
£AllTH cm when It was poltllllrked on "ocr 6" and with
the "otlltton "IUnent" lind then forwarded to Dodae Clty.
5e" 0PP'-'91t1 Pllie lor the conte"t of the letter.
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MINNESOTA.
THR.£E LETt'DS nOH REV.CIDEON H.POlG> TO ...TlfOIiI\S S.Wn.LIAli9')N.HTSSI0NARTES
TO THE SIOUX INDIANS. THE roU.OIitlt:; EXt1I.11CTS ARE ALL IN RELATION ro THE
INDIA" PU9')NE3tS WHO WERE CAPn.lIlED OR CAVE THE-"lSELVES UP ENllIJ«; THE SIOUX
WAR IN HINNfSOTA.

9.1862; ...... h.v. not e""n John(Oth.... Dey) ..xc.pt a~ h~ c.l:-" h'r'
a f.v .tn~t•••• h" pa....d down. I have not be~n ~, the Ft •
• Inc.. the Ind' ••rrl'~"(c.ptlv... l.we hoped John v~~ld have
ba"" here bafo... now. but lear~ fro. t'e Ind'. that h.. I.
v.ry buey trylnl to r ..nd" .. tne. ....vlc. In varl·".. v,,·,••••.
1ba .......bar vho .Y""pathtxe vlth the. (Indian.) la Ve~V ••all.
•••• 1 .Isht find 1.. I.u..e to 10 to th. Fo.. t(Snelltnl) but I
hav. not yat ••••• 1 vant to a..e the POO" c.p~lv•• but It t.
not probabla th.t 1 could 60 t ..... any lood " the pain of .~.
tnl tn.. In thel .. p.......nt conditton. would probablv ov.rbal
.nca the pl.uure•••..C.Il. Pcmd."

lloo.lnlton Dec.

1i0T[, 192 Inlli.n ..
ve .... t .. t.d fo .. var
crt ••• ;307 .ent.n
c ..d to d... th; "
vet••x.cuted;l6
v.... I..ptl.oned.

"OTE,Saa John Other
D&y.C&lbrslth d1d
bur Ill_ a fac. but
Oth .. r Day andad up
at Ft.W.devo .. th In
D.T. vhar .. ha diad
i.n 11169.

Ilooat"Rton F.b. 21./63·" •.•• 1 have written a breif account of lOy vl.it to Mankato"
...nt It to :'e Evanselt.t fo.. public.tlon if the Edlto...
think prope.. to pu~tl.h It.When you write I vl.h you ~Id
tell ... how ..ny (Indiana) v".... ~nl the p"l.o~t· who h.d
been baptt2ed ~fo"e. ~ ~ ..ny. tf .ny v..... lett In ~h.

p.. leon who ve"e not baptlxed. I f.el .nxlou. to h..... ~~
the poor fellow. let .toOl. I hope they vllt ~~. h rO~lh

work of It " t .....n to.how u -uch "ela..d. ".s ~ch _r..
• U<tetlon for our God " fo.. the chrl.tt.n rellt"n than th.y
did for tM Ko-dlcl"" Sack •••• Oth.. rdAv I .u"""•• ' h.... ~n.
Wuhlnlton. He ~"s he ..e I.et ve,,'" " ~.Id h.. In"'ndf'd to It".
" left hla horae hH". If h.. had ".,t .II""" 1 t~l"· ".. v"Uld
hav" be.n back bofor.. .-. I think h.. h~~nd.d to ~rl' 1Ie
vtfe back. ~a has wrltt"n sev..r.1 tI... to hi•• "her
letter. h.v" conslde...hle of a r"lfltnus ton•• HT.C&lhr\\t\
(n-a J .• lndl.n A,tentlp..opo.... to pu-cha.n f,r a f .......
t! he c.n find ., "It.ble In their vlvlnlty - 1 thtn" ~.,.

f•• I. th.t ha ow ~he ..day a d~ht of Arattt~de. 1 euppo....
he 60&.. 1 MV" not kan to :h.. D.ldo~a Indian) ca-:" "",
?nce .tnce sy retu..n "th.t vu ..oon ~fter I retu-""'d ••••••
C."I.Pond'

SOTE,Tha Indtan. vhO,
vere not hanlad or
i.prl.oned,var. reao
lI.d to tha Hi .... ourl
Rtv.r n .. ar Ft.Thoap
.. on In Dakot .. Terr
itory.Ltltle Stx ve.
l.t .. t trl.d,.lonl
vlth Med1cln. Bottle.
Ind both v .. r ••xacu·
t.d on Kov.ll.186S.
Robert Hopkin .. va. an
ordained ainllt.r to
the D.kota Stoux.

r.~. 29. 1164:" ••.•• w.. are sIad that you Mve .0 ""cll .nc.,.,...R.....n' to'
I.bor vlth tIM Indtan prisoner•• "hop" that _ ,.,.11 "ltath...
f ..... 1t untc. u.rnal II fa". W hop" that Cod vtll II"" """u
.\,lcea... I judie f .... what I Can I"arn. th.t th.,. ...... III
ba sra.t .uff.rlns ~ns the estlea at Fort ~paon{Da~ot1

T"rrttoryl bafore thay vtll ..... a tl ... of p..o.~rltv " of
pl..nty ....ch a~ t\..y ..njoyed bo!fou the IndJa" ..... ' 1 f .... 1
.nxtoue for tha boy. tn th.. t ....ffort .. f,r th •• but think
that Cod. vhOlll they eerve viii t.k.. car.. of th..... 1 ~.'!';>Os~

fr."" accounte that Llttl .. Sh«(.h{ef Shakpay) 60 hla .dhH
ant. ar" by tht. tt~ convlnc"d that h~ can: ex~'r~l~at" thp
hantalkl. That vork of Aug. 1862 vi; d thtnA fo~ ~hp
1nd'ln., tho ~~"y did ..njoy 1~ for. tt It h.s proved
..not.her Illustratton of the truth that "th.. trlu,"p'II'1; "f
tha vtcked i ••hort" ••••• It ."..... a. If th" vllr .. $.5 Rolnll tn
daeol.t .. th" v~ol .. country _ I don't know ~~t It vtll b" ••
It 'fa. tn Egypt. not a 1100." "h"r.. th.. r .. I. n"t one e!'.Ile! •.•.
I encloe" .. tth this .. not" (not pn...nt) t~ R"b't Hopklna
(Chll.~aY.1l SlouX Indlanl vhlch c,,'t.ln. 50ctl currency, fnr
carved ftah I""t to G.ll.Pond.'
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On the day after Chrl.t~!, D.ce~ber 26,1862, at H&nkato Mlnnaaota,
thirty alght Siou~ Indian, wer••xecuted, on Ona gallow, by the
cutting of ••Ingl. rope. Th. Indt"" In the top photo w.s Ko.2 on
Lincol"'. Slou~ War Order ., ht~h-l~r~t.d above In yellow, Cut No•• ,
tha Indian below was wa' tha worst, haVing spill the skulls of 18
w~.n and children with • t~.~wk,



THE WESTERN MAILS

SURll:1UI0Ell: OF TtURO MINNESOTA AT HURFRI!Il:SBOROI

-"snville Tenn.July 22 Ufil
Dear Folk& at home. I .. rot t.o you i_e(!iateI] on arriving here "hlch
hot>4t you !'lave al.ready n>ce I ved. I .. IClost d.read to at. tellpt to 10 I ve you ev"n
a t"int Idea Of the terrible occu.renc.s Of last veek. I viii not give a des
crlptian of event .. as they oc:curlld are as I had connections vlth thel.,f:.f
.ona 11 y. I vi 11 send a p.ri nted .ta te..nt a ...oon "'S pr I nted. {see copy of 1n
thl. coIIIICtlon; you can ~avo no Idell Of the IIVfulllllsfortune that has f;o!l
en u;on u•• A noble body of.en ha. been .o.t basely~n~d.and the spl
endid nalle "e have so 10n51 !:Iorne t. utterly ruined - And at thl••ollent ....hile
t.hi. city is thre1tened Vith attack at any l10111ent.1200 ...eII drl lIed L stror,']
lIlen are chafing in their inability to assist in protectln1l1o Importllnt a
point. But lIust stand Idly by.listning to the roar of cannon.l. rattIl' o~ mUSk
et.ry lind perhaps see the old flll5'o aJllin torn. from the Capitol Of 7ennessee.
Our condition Is by no lIeans lthout. dange.r.at this mOm~Hlt.a. In case Of
att.ack ...e should be bet ...een t o fires and also are near their Penltentia.ry
...here cer ta I n gent lemen Of ~a.hvll1l1are cont I nu I nil' thei r t.heological
atudiea.and t.he .release will be early ilt.t.el!lpt.ed.! had found myself under
pleasanter circumstancea,Ju.t. t.he Sat.eve befo.re t.he aurrender that I had
ever been In the army. My service. and ability now fully acknowledged vll'
tually adjut.ant.and lIith a splendid horse fully (equipt.?] fed.!. tenC:ed with
out expense to myself in my charge.!. use during the absence or "dj .Blakely
in Minnesota on recruting service. 1 lias l.rrous"d frolll sound sleep on the
morninq or the 13t.h by the distant dull .1. npld dlsch,'ll'ge of f1 re
al'llll •• pringing t.o my~s at the same Inst.ant ith Illy tello... lIe lIstent!d-
became sat.isfied t~at sOClethln1 ...as ...ron~ /;. dressed quickly - laid II ...ager
ot Ice cream on the chance for a flilht - I for It - an'; rushee out to assi~t. In
al .. rlllin" the call1,) ....hlch "'a ... by thl. tl"U In great excltO;>lIIo;>nt. I ...as ':001 .I.
,.,leased - put on ely dirty s!lirt t~.t IlIlight exc~an;e fol" clean one on return
Ing .a fe ... days lat.er regrettin; the philosophy - Our Colonel vas exclted.but
I n no degree to a la rill ua. vhi Ie the compan i es ere :'ormi n; rode In at
full g.llop.vith the inforllation that the tovn vas !1l11 or rebel. L the 9th
H1ch.being c"t to pieces _ ve fell rapidly into line. No... see the account (or
..a rded vi t.h t.hi s [ in th 111: collect 1on]. and cons ider your _y '-5 91.1 11 t.y ...a tel 
itliJ the prollress Of events In his place In~ Of 1.!:L a-ft. "'11'1; ready at a
lIlClIlent. to disch;>.r:;le his duUes ".aid in [givin'ill co_and_ to the left.l pro
vided lIlyself vlt.h '" comfortll."tlelu'"M;h of blackberries frollll. clu,"p Of bushes
at sOllie Ilt.t.le dlllt",nce .Jlere ",e find the first blunder.Our torce .hould h.. ve
forced it. Vll.Y to t.ovn thl'O the vood .. het\leen th.. .,il< • to the a.s:>I.st.ance Of
the 9th - it vould have ~en hotly dia;utec.but sllcces5fu: •• I fir.ly belleve
...ould [not have caused us to abandon our callp] ...hlch hovever Lester[ Col. Henry
C.co_anding 3rd ~innesotaJ in his at.upldlty permitted to be destroyed ",itt
in -lQ.Q..yards of our line - lIhen too -~ cOllpany vould h,-ve errlct.ually pro
tectlld it.,\ junction fOCllled.the prestige or t.he f1r.st. .succes on our .1de ar.d
the sdvantaqe Of nUllbera aU'il;llented &. position .. ould have ensured t~e safety o!
the men _ tho at a loss of storas - callp &.c /i.c. bllt nothln; or the kind. tie
remained in a 1Il0st hazardous position for ourselvee - all that tor lIIen engaged
in skirmishing /i. firing over the hllads Of the rascals in t.he \/ood with .
The line fronted on the pike presenting to the \loods /11'1 \/hich the 2d Geo[.rgia]
lIali dra ... n up avalting a forllabIII mOllent to at.tack) our unprotected left flank,
and had the Ilt.tle foollshcharg_ ben made vith 500 Instead Of 25 ou.r line 1I0uld
have been swept on both side. dOlln Ita whole lengt.h and the battery [or] 2 guns
on the left surely captu.red.perhaps much 1I0rse -" lit.t.le after noon lie moved
b,.,ck as indicated - and had II stronll position. Had lie taken it in the 1II0.rnlng our
situation /i. safety would have been pertect - our callp protected and so far all
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right. The flag of true. ca•• /. vas re£eived.Another terrible blunder
hadL.ster replied -The !'linn.sota 3d does not receive such a fH,g after a
fight-. The ansver illone vould have disheartened the 2000 that might been
brought against us. Theone hour glvln (ve] WOUld have barricaded our en
closure - the grounds about the House _ vith orchard Ii. shade trees - 2 ralls
- 210gs from the negro quarters and have made the position impregnable.We
COuld have held it easHy so long as amunltlon /. food lall'ted.Had Lester act
ed upon the suggestion of his officers he "auld have obtained trolrl the train
ill greillt SUfficiency. Lester iIIcco..panled the rlag to to"n to consult. we
learn tha t he ViliS tal d by Cal. Du frt eld, then wounded" a pr Isoner, to ho~d alit
if possible.~ronly~d t2...k~w the rules...!!l £.!..!.!.s..£! surrend.. r' , -
He came back.called a council ot var at his captains and .rter conslden.ble
d I scussi on carr led .s most or hands {"ere] to ll5I.!!.t. The cow. rd [Lester"? J f,.

three captains vere not satistled" asked a vote ballot. Well you know that
the vote stood 5 to 3 of our RejJt. Capt.Hewitt of the battery voting!:t!O.
The feeling vas very high at that tl .... i.possible to describe _ All save. fev
craven officers wished to hold out.The ans"er vas returned,a free officer
rode In. We "ere perlll t ted to go, a fter staCk I ng arlllS, to our camp, take what
"e vi shed of private property and fall In to llIove off as prisoners,surrender
vithout a fight! I rode my horse.Our reception by the rebels viiS courteous Ii.
kind - they vere aSlluch astonished as ve our selves.We lIloved vithollt halt thro
tovn " d i rectI y for MCIII nn i nvi lIe [McMinnville, Tenn. ] . We marched 13 1111 les to
Rudyville" camped.My horsehild had nothing since the night previous'" got noth
ing this night -!!.2.!: indeed the lIlen. I lay dovn in.y overcoat beside a fenCe
vi th a canteen for iI pillow but slept feverishly _ Next day Monday "e .arched
3211lillls vith only a little peiceof corn Ileal In t.he IIlOrnlng and agalnjJettlng
nothing that night. I vas fortunilte in buying a good supper and lay dovn in a
blanket" Over coat under the etarry canopy."ell" cOllfortable In body but.o
sad in lIlind.Next day "e vere paroled - elmply signing a paper - not to bear arllls
or give inforlllation or the ..ove..ents of the brigade and at <I D.C. ve fell Into
line 1200 strong fine men and 1I0ved for Nashville - Of these 610 vere at our F/l!<.It..
380 of the 9th 150 7th penn.& 11th Ky - 70 lilt Ky Battery /i.c.We marched b<lck to
McMinnville 3 llIiles and v.tted tva or three hours for the citizen. to furnl.h
some corn ·pone"" llIeat,and then lIlarched 10llle 7 or 8miles and lay do"n to rest
':Iy the road. I put on an over coat I had found and lay dovn under a tree .nd
slept ae sveetly as ever I did under the root of.y hOllle _ Next day the poor "eary
footsore boys drajJjJlld on. sOllie fresh 6. strong ,others not able to valk half II
.ile vi thout rest lind sO the colulln stretches out for 20 1111 les illong t.he rOlld. I
valked as younq as ever, had sllved a biscuit ror breakfaBt in.y poCket 6. gOt a
dinner _ rested all the afternoon _ and at dusk .arched on alone .but passing
hundreds along the road /. in houses. I .arched to Rudysville Ii. cravled in to a

comfortable corn crib /. found a nice place "ith Illy dress coat ror a coverlld /.
a corn cob for a pillov - I had thrown .way ..y over coat in the Illorning. that vas
too heavy to carry.1'hs pattering rain avoke rae next raorn 60 r quiet till 8 o.c.
and then got ollt."ent into a house .remained quite a vhile Ii. then hired a cov
erd buqgy to carry t"oof us in to tovn.arriving in good trilll about noon· vas
llUledlatley Invited to the house of a "sesesh" [southern sympathizer] &. en
joyed hll kind hospitality till , •.•...... vhen at 4 "e started tor Nashville,
.arching haIr vay "e got aboard a return {railroad] trilin that hild taken troops
under Genl.Nelson [Haj .Gen.Williall 1 to reoccupy the tovn and sogot safe to
tovn about 4 o.c. P.M. weary" dirty" hungry. NO" at the trelltllent "e rece
ived _ Re.l1y as surprising liS any part of this vhole business! - Men and offi
cers treated Ull 11 ke g IntIelllen. ki nd 1y generousl y. d i vid i ng the I r scanty peice
of bread Ii. Ilea t wi th us. "a lki ng to let a SICk'" vorn out· Yank - r I de and, "h Ile
cOlrlpelled to force us lIuch farther than ve oU<;lht to go _ doinq it In a kind jJent
lemanly sympathetic mannor.Thelr un I fotlllif it lIlight be called such is gray,
coarse hOllle .made. durable Ii. d i r ty. Armed v I th revol vers &. shot 9 uns ... occa slana 1
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saber.. which thsy do not know how to u... - tollerably .ounted.on lean &. tough
horselS. The physique Of ths ... n is good cOlllpares favorably 'lith ours.They are
excelleent riders &. can live in the ..addle. as foe instance. They rode 50 .. iles
to attack us and then SOIll" Of the.. retuened th"t whole distance. stopping but to
feed a hllll! haUl' &. eat a bite - They sUbsist on the people. I assure you theee .. s
holding bsck on the part Of the ~nhab!t~nts in furnishing thelll so far as possible
and their wants can be cOllllllunicated in advance _ The country is poor.f. had been
drained by their advance - poor picking fell to our lot for th.t reason.Their
officers are fine lIlen.dress &. live &. labor "Ilong their men & coln sc.ccely be dis_
tinguished frail them. In point of education I lIhould judge them to be ",11
We leave tommoro" ( Thuesday 24 ) 1II0rninq at 20.c. via R. R. to t.ouisvi lie for
Jeffecson Barcacks St.Louis will [Willlalll D.Hale]-

NOTE on back of letter in pencil: We left H[ashv1l1e for St.Louis] 5 o.c .. A.M.
24 [JUly] and r,llec1ved) saf.. &. cOlllfortabaly aboard [Steamboat] ·Forrst Queen"
at 12 P.M.a pretty hard jaunt- .

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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A eta' sunt 01' t8Ctl concern in« U.. 1)"1"0: II"
t t T. ~rd R~l ..nt 111' Vianls t.
oIUll'.erl a' "'ll"tl'ltlbor .• or"..:. ,.JulY 3th

Cl.a tveu' f ... dB,. so IIU.lIOral:lle md 80 r ••rt"Ul .......

IIOW' • por.

the th cone rn11\1; _U... t.t.~ involve thl! honor ~ oW" 'ata

an or ever" _01: 'he

Tt:e 14C1:1¥. IU rar u we 0111 lilarn fro all the witnt"••

01' their mv..r.t., tTQlll the IIa1lJter rolls IlI1 D'O!!l tre IItale:llr:tl

II prj onera, J:ad .. (tiro. of two thousan:: :!lve 1:l1,Ul~r.d. cavalry;

two ",,,1I11l1"1"l .ent fro OIOrp;la, ore frCIII "1""'''8. an::\. liltn U, N

."roe 8har,r. lnr. partlea tl"l:llll Al.~:na. 'renne.aee ."d Xlntucll;)".

They had plsBed within our lin.s early in tr.e ~rnl~,

'hell" scouts p:otnp; thro~h n.ll1B and oomit\fli up in the rear of our

piekeu llurprhed and Illt t.hl!lll oN' betol"e they could P;IVI the

ilIa"",. The Ilttack 11' • lIlade on tlW earlpll of the seventh

Ponnsylvllnia Cavalry nnd IUntll Rop;1ment of U1ch1p;lln volunteere

about 4 II' clook A. ~l. O\lT camp was on the Murf'ree -al"lTl ...

little to thl ri,lflt of the llashvillB turnpike near 'tone rinr.
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"Fort Ridgely Minn. Nov.10, 1862

Dear Folks at Home
Since I wrote to you I have been with the Regt.on a ten days

expedition into the Indian country west and southvest from thts point. \'ie
returned from Sibleys Camp where T wrote to you (if I rightly remember) to the
L.ower Agency 12 m from this post, On the 23d /;. 24th and followed in two or three
days by the whole camp of 1500 soldiers .400 indian prisoners /;. 1500 squa... s &

papooses - We made ourselves very comfortable.<lnd supposed that we shOUld re
main there till the trial /;. execution of the savages [SEE NOTE 8ELOW] ....as
accomplished [. then fall back to Ft. Ridgely _ We found an immense quantity of
househOld furni ture from wh ich "'e selected dishes COOk I ng u tens i Is stoves ( 2)
&c all ve wlshed.Made large captures of pigs I> chickens and also all required
vegetables, and living high and further forage for our horses vas plenty even
the weather fine. But there was work to dol> the 3d must do it.One fine evening
the order came to march next morning to L.ake "Shtek" [Shetek) (65 i'l.) to make
that point Hd.Ors. of the expedition - thence to send out smallel' ones westward
to bury the dead Of Aug.20 [Sioux massacre that swept Minnesota] to secure the
corn - forage _ hogs /;. calves running at lage I>c We rather hated to leave our
warm :,u'cs and to riSk being caught on the prairie in a terrible snow storm and
worse than all to drive our horses on dead pl'airiegrllss. We left the Agency on
the morning of the 30th [IoIith ]450 men with a train of 24 "'agons.Our course "'as
along the south side of the Red Wood [River] nearly due "'est.We had severdl
guides scout uS,one indian, one half breed one Frenchman one ",hite who had
spent a large portion of his life among the indians & trilping in this I'egion and
tvo settlers of Lake S. The first day march vas 25 miles. the road vas the unmark
ed prairie,and a most lovely day - Had a most comfortable night,a nic" supp"r 1,

bl'eakfast vhich - coffee 5. steak - 1 cooked myself,and indeed have run the comm
issary Dept. for myself & chum all the vay round."·c had vith us an dbundance of
blankets, a very necessary thing too. Next morning an eX':ledition vas detached to
procced still up the red vood to Lyns Tl'ading Post.To com" to the L.ake the sccond
day,"'hile the main body turned due south for the L.ake 40 M. This days march vas
in the first real marshy country I vas ever in.There vas between the lakes Just
enough dry land to enable us by constant tvistry I> turning to viggle thl'o, that
long days march - at no time out of bullet range of a '1arsh or lake.and in a per
fe.:ly level country _ Towards night ve struck dryer region fortunally. and we en
abled to mOve in the dark. we reached the Lake about 9 o.c. in the evening vithout
halt since early morning throughly exhausted. It had been a bitter cold day, not
uncomfortable in the morning, the wind damp& bitter cOld rose IoIith the sun I> blev
vel'y hilrd illl day. I sUffel'ed much and about 11 O.c. got in a moving "'agon striped
& put in iln extra shirt & dra"'ers ! We found at the L.ake a company of soldiers from
New Ulm vho hild come ou t for the purpose of bury i ng the dead, 15, in number who had
bleached on the prairie since Aug 20. !I'e found here the homes of seven familes
some 45 pel'sonsof whom 15 were killed _ 12 taken prisoners (6,of whom hilve been
recovered) and the remaining have either escaped after incredible suffering (,
hardship or ...ere at the time absent. The attack vas made on the second family at
the N end of the L.ake,vhere one man "'as killed and the womiln directed [permitted]
from some fl'iendship (for they "'ere IoIell acquilinted ) permitted to go home - 6S
llIiles across the prairie' The thil'd hOUse was visited the Silme - the man killed,
but the "omiln escaped I> alilrmd the settlelllent vhile the savages plundered the
housea already reached - they all reached a house at the lover end of the Lake
vhere they thought to make a stand, but concluded to try to escape and started
out on that wide prilirie,IB 1'1 to one house _ 25 more to a second.They vere immedi_
ately followed [ I> ] a battle of iln haul' ensued and the men [ ...ere) all killed or
vounded but one- '-'len the IoIomen (, children fell into the hands of the silvilges an
eilsy prey. one IoIoman wounded twice /;. beat on the heild till apparently dead was
saved to reach the settlements & die. one man twice wounded the same. One bOI 12
yeilrs cilrried his infant brother the ",hale distance /;. vhen overtaken the vounded
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man vas requested [the boy to ] leave his bro. &. <;10 forvard for assistance [val]
refused, [the boy] laying he had promised his dYlng mother never to leave him
so long as both lived.They escaped by being hidden in the high grass. The utter
desertion of the settlement was Its 1lI0st peculiar feature, the Indians had plun_
der the houses, to be IUre,& drove off the cattle. but all else "eel'" all tho the
people had gone to church. We expected to find here a good deal of corn. but It had
been mostly destroyed by hogs vlld geese & blaCkbirds. Velletables of all kind
ve found In great abundance and the finest I ever sav. The lake is same seven
lIIiles long by one to Three brOld''iIuvely shores 10;; &. covered. only on the ealt
side with timber mostly Oakdllong vhich the farmers are situatell,and all surr
ounded by an ocean of level prail'le. An expedition started after one doT}'s rest,
N.W. for the Mountain Pass 100 strong,leavlng the rest of us to enJOY [ourselves]
on vegetable. freah pork chiCken calves & vild gallle In abundance - The second
day out they found a five day Old trail - folloved It a day _ found the Indun.
vere runing avay and vere obliged to turn back, by way of the Red Pipe Stone
Ouary &. Great Oalia,due vest froa the Lake.During the 3 days out they lost 5 hor
ses _ R.turning 'ole cOllle to J<;ev UIIll on the Hln (river?] in three very co_fortabl.
days .IIarches 65 .IIilea at vhich place our regt vas devlded into three Battallona
and ordered ve here. one to St.Petera one to Henderson - we reached thia post
Saturday having been out 10 days frail the Agency. I have enjoyed the trip well 
have been ln eccellent health &. gain fast. I regard lIyself aa alaoat quite ..el.
vlth an enor.ous appetite. What .. tIl beco.e of us I dont kno.. yet - ......ay .. inter
here Or go south.ru.ora of both are rife,and I _ust ..ait and aee - and dont care
..hich _ A wint.r h.r...ill be dull &. as one to hi.self as one has a lIlind to lIlal(e it
a southern ca.llpalgn full of excitelllent&. ..orl< - I have hardly heard fro. the bUSy
vorld you 11ve in for 1Il0re than r ..o veeks S. know little of the progress of event'.

Goodbye Yuraff.son"'bro. will.'..••••••.•••......•.••....•.....••.•.

"NOTE: The Indian pr1,on.rs vere
those captured, or who sur rendered.
fOllo.. ing the attaCIl. on Ne.. UI.
and Fort Ridgely.They were tried
andconv~ctedby alllilliuoryco__
ission.President Lincoln revie..ed
the finding. ot the court and ord
ered the execution of 39 ...ho had
been identified "'. having lIlurdered
women and children.On D.celllber 26,
1862,38 Indian. and half-breed.
"ere hung froll a single platform
by the cuttinq of a single rope,one
Indian having been co_uted to
prison. SEE Sioux Hass"cre section
in this c01I.ction.
The attack on the •• ttlers at Lake
Shetek It/I" lude on August 20.1862
and Involved about 50 persons Of
which 15.or 1II0re were killed and
lII<1ny vounded.
Also SEE the Spirit Lake Hassacee.
IoIhich lead to the Sioux Uprisin'il
In Minnesota.
ContePlporary illustration at:
Indian terroe on the l"Iinneootal
lova feontier.
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j.J,/ IlOliM TIl:! !'ftSSOUI.t 1M n.AT !lOAT'S
SIOOI CrrY.IOWA.lr. Cady'. lette..
fra. Fort ltc~.und.r d.(~ of SeP!.

r.o ~,I' ~'£'-f"__ 10.1864,". aUt•• tMt the _~n
~ of the 8th J.el:t_nt !lo Iud II""•

...J ... ...., 3· i... .., to t"e "".Cl. of· rtek t ...ln,

~.. J .../b L.-~./ ....... Id "!let onto. fin ""at and r;o
, /- ;--- down to S_x Clty".S~P; httf,r,,,('. / e "/ before thh. On \le •• 21 Cad,4/.:", .....,,(' ..r 'I.. J, ., .....tt•• h'" 51""" Clty:"Il.. arrived

• /r.e-~......... _ /_~ here d.~ before ' .......d.'... W.. CatOp'
-~. - ad "bout o~ _II. up the river

" lr:. Sou. Cit)'."" vIII h..... to
,~ .1__ 1'4-'./_ -.,/ nay hera till Sully h.an f...-

~.r ~ ~~A~ Gen Pope, It t_ reponed th.'
~.- ~ ~ there are a thou••nd Gotrlll ....

.. Lvt~ h4"~~ (Guerrilla.) In the .oth...." put
~ of tht. state.W. "v have to II

.."".,... ~ ~.~--.. and help dhloge th... belon.....
join the leg - Cen Po~ ...nt
orders to ~n S~lly to let hla Men
r.ady for .ctton••.•• ther••r.
.bout fifteen hunclrf'd _n h.r... W
.re ordered to .tap ~r. till Cen
Pap& ard~r. Cu. to) came.It
.nowed hcre ntght before I•• t
~.t .11 dly ye.terd.y,.nd .a.e
lISt ntght ••• the .now ..It.d ~.t

.1 f•• t .s It f.ll.t got. letter

.t Fort l.nd.ll ••• r h,vI I.en lat.
of wild turkey•• the flrlt T .ver
'aw were In ~~rllkl.W••tlrted
frOG Ft lice on the flr.t nf thl~

.onth,got here an the 19. If w. do not go to fight the Correller. we will be c.rried to Cee~r

rappldl and th.n t.kl the C.rrl to DUbuquI, ther. w. wtll find out w~ar. our lei I •• w~ather

gatnl .outh Or to .tayinl (in) thl .t.t. of Hln(n••at.), I would not be .way fro. tht. little
d.tacn..nt for a load daal, we hay. '~ ..n • Ireat deal of terltory .Ince we left the Co (8th
leg.). atnce WI .tarted down the rIver, we are now a' you can 'ee by the he.dlng of thl. letter
in the It.te of Iowa, w. are about ~ mtl •• louth of the Itne bettween nacot. ,nd low, - the btl
Soux rtver forma the ltne. W. dtd nat h.ve a Itarm all the w.y down the river. h,d • better
journey th.n 1 expected. no .xldent war'e than getting On to I.nbarl and Inagl. 1 had rather ~
at home to work, than to Itt around a camp ftre out doon when It II .nowlng ••.•Jllln E Cady".
No caver with letter.
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J_. Cady ..... 'te. fn_ Dubuqu.
Nov 3.1864:"1 ....... 11 and on
the HI •• t •• tppt live... oRCe ~ ....
... 1 have been qulta bul.y lu
day "le.nlna up.y Itun and a ...... 
anltln. "amp.We left Ceed.... fall.
I •• t evening .t 20 .Inut•• to
aleven and lOt ~ ...e at )0 .tnute•
to S tht. ,."... n • '" v.'u .ee '''at
1 dId not have ~"h .le.p.W -
"h.d 24 .11 •• y•• t ....dav befo .
.... a<>t to C.F. _ th. {leaPt. tker.
..e .... very kind ...... v.ra ~ ..... ted
veil .11 a l~n. the ...~.d.but at
a pia"••••"all.d 't O0d•• th.v
.......e v.... ., .tronR "tc: ''C __n and
•......, of th_ v v _a'" ~".,h •
• druRt.: ••p d hi. oplnl,n.
vhl"h the bov. dId ~t Ilk•••••
the. ~~ hI t the .t......nd
,tripel .nd t ..d .0 ~.v .. 'I.
put theft up .~.t nl."t bu' he
said h Id put t~ up lhe
neat ~ nlnR. So th.y I .. t hi.
<Iff. T'>e "".t "In .n ..v....."
(<1_) On th pldltlon v.lt ..d
f<l... lIl .. to c to hh Ito.... :0
....1. t"a fl~~ but tha t .... tn v"
Itke to Rn and leava UI. SO tl y
found v~a.... "a lived ~nd ~Id
~I•• vl.lt _ told hiS If ha dId
""t put up the f1aa thay vauld
help "I. do It. h. CL' >tI: and
put It up tr..bllnRly..... t of
tha Cltl ....n. In tovn ve"'e aul to
.... ~t. do It ..... t of v~l"h v.....
alad to ••• It th.y ••Id. fa... he
..a' • S.."••". W. ".~ ... that the
re.t of th.. t ..S ..... In Chlc••o,

but do ~t knov •• to the thruth of It.W. do not knov vh••th hall aa .outh 0... ""t, t a~ In
hope. to be up In the .t.ta (Htnn.) and be .Ilov.d to h.v.. a fu lav .0 th.t 1 ",n c~e~' .nd
..... you ••• ! v" neVe... h.ppt .... tn.y Itf. than I tnc. w. got back to the ...ttl~nt•• you ,,~n
..... It. I ..tt ..... to follow tha lI.e& by way of DubJ~ue, e have trav.ted th"'''''Rh • C"",,· ... v wh ......
no .oldl.r. h.ve pa.'ed through and h.v. be.n t ... ented vlth g...eat re.pect. espell.ly by the
I,dle ho .".d taar...h.n WI left. ma.t eve ... y One wa' telling of .a.e brother f.the ... 0'" .On In
tha ., or of batna tn the~-•• Iva., but I have. poor pen, and h.ve ••1.e....~I. pl.~e to ..... It•
..hil. "Ithen. Are looking to ... tn ..h.t po.ltion we h....e to wrHe to thoa,. ~. lava. It II •
novelty to ••• tha WOften looklns .t the cook•••nd "ktng cOGent •• ~.t ..very on. ~.t tast. of
the pan c.ke. to ••• If th.y are Itt., ~nd the h.rd ~read to .ee wh.t ktnd of br••d vi h.ve,
tht. waa •• pattaly .0 wtth the I.dlea of • Imall pl.c.. called Web.te ... City. thre. of theG c~.
up to t~. flra juat •• the cook had .toped ml.lng the p.n c.ke b.tter,wtth 0 do l.t ~. '.n you
_t. the b.tt but ! t CIOI••••J ...e. E.C.dy". The ...eferen~. to "~1c C· ... n" II to (;'''''''R. II.
McClell.n who n for p lld.."t on the Dem<>c.... ttc ttcket tn 1864. A ~ece.h va' • Saca.llont.t
0 ... Southern .~pathtze .
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Hurfree.boro.Saturday.26 (November}. 1864.
Ja.es E. Cady.and the detail tro~ the 8th Reqim~nt that ~ent to th~

re.cue of the Fisk vagon tr.ln.arrived at Hurtree.boro.Tenn. on the
16th ot November.On the 26th Cady vrite.M ....We have ..ooved camp
once .ince I ca_ here. ve are puting up vinter quater,.. h.ve gOt tiv~

build[ing]·. four .nd five log. high.We got [here) on the 16th of
this mo. found our reg all here .nd most of it vell.It h•• rained
~o.t every day since I have been here. they have brought some Garrill
ie.[Guerrllla••••• raudinq irregular soldiers]:n since ve h.ve been
here _ There vas but an Ohio reg here when we fir.t ca~e but now
there are several reg here.lt is rhumored that Hood i. tlghting .t
Ch.tanooga. You probly hear about the tightin!i th.n I do. [Cady then
tells his father •• Baptist ..inister.not to try to get a chaplaincy in
the ar..yJ ... I tell you chaplains have a hard time in the army - I
never .av one but had hard vork.besides Ft Rice I. a .ickly place -
they had upvard. of 25 grave. there and the Fort had not been
standing but. little over a 010 .... 1 hope you viII give up thia chap
laincy buhne.s ..... they have 90 cannon here tro.. 14 Ibe to 62 pound
ers.vhen I vas on po.t the other day I could count 11 ditrent vorks .
.. We have a store. they have a room over in tovn for soldiers to write
in, they turni.h paper.envelopoa.pen,Ink,and atamps.and a place to
vdto.they take allot the letters to the P.O. it is .ustained by some
christian .ociety.we have to get a pass to go into town,ao I write my
letter in the tent Jame. E. Cady."
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Murfreesboro.Saturday Dec. ,1864.

1 thought that 1 vould commence one to you.to let you knov so~e-thing

of the exciting times here about Gen HOod[John Belll.we have heard
heavy fIring last Wednesday and Thursday,and have seen the smoke in
the day time and the flashes by night,the canonading vas north velt of
here,at a ••all Ft called Ft Franklin. Hood got the vorst of the Cight
ve hear.but Iexpect that you hear all about it as soon as I do. they can
hear in St PaUl sooner than I can for the nevs is not per.ited to go
south by telegraph. A voman ca~e through day before yesterday from Nash
ville vith a rebel sash arround her,vith paper. Cor this Ft.She came
vith a horse and buggy. Five hundred rebel Cav crossed the R.R.betveen
here and Nashville. 11 Eleven trains vith soldiers passed this place
thursday,to stop about 15 mile. from here,to keep the rebe~s from
crossing the R.R.[railroadJ Hood tried to pass vest of here but got
stoped,then he turned to cross the R R betveen here and Nashville.It is
reported that he viII have to run on to this place in hi, retreat. he
viII get a var. reception It he co~es here. ~e had 101 one hundred and
One canon ready for hie tvo or three day. ago and have had an addition
ot one field battery Since, of I do not knov hov .any guns.lit is the
14th N.Y. battery). We have 71 guns betveen 24 pounders and 45 pouders,
there is a mail in the P.O nov but they have been moving it out of
tovn in to the Ft,and did not have time to distribut it,they do not send
a ~ail out till Hood gets avay from betveen here and Nashville [ Cady
then tells that he has bought. fife and that it viII help him to learn
.usic). Monday 5.
~e vere ordered about 2 oclock yesterday to go out about 5 or 6 .iles
to drlve the rebels fro. a block house on the R.R. The block house had
about 35 men In it vith artillery,the block house vas built vith tvo
tiers or timber vtth SIX foot oC gravel betveen,and vas covered vith
timber - then R.R. lCon[rails],and had roor boards out. lid or the... The
rebels fired 13 rounds at it _ only one ball taking efect.,that not hurt
ing any man inside.A reg{imentl of Cav{alry][andjone reg or Infantry
vent out to reinforce some Cav.scouts ve had out near the block house.
they vent in the fore noon.Then there vas 3 reg's of Infantry vent the
tiee ve did, (counting us) _ the right ving of our reg Cired a flev shots

- no .usket balls ca.e near uS.but the ehells burst prety freely
~rround ~s one tiae.We vere ordered ~rround to get a chance to charge on
a rebel battery,under the protection ot ~ hl11,but the rebels discovered
our eanuver and aoved their guns back ~ little. Then began to shell us,
vounding one e~n in Co H in the forehe~d - the pelce runlng arround the
bone and coming out behind his ear.l have heard since ve got back to the
Ft that he vas dead.It lOOked hard vhen ve vere marching up to the
rebele to aee the Cav that had horses ~ounded coming bac~ to the rear,
some of the men st.ill riding horses that ~ere vounded in the lega. one
ean said this is the rourth horse that 1 have had shot from under me to
day,but when i sav the. earring dead and vounded .en on streatcher. it
looked rather vorse_The second .hell that the rebels Clred atter ve got
there vent into the VlndOY up stalrs or a large brick house.(belonging
to a planter nov in the rebel aray)seting it a ftre - a vhite voaan
rushed out and called a reg(lll Moetlor nlggros out of the cellar to
carry vater - She valked up and doyn the stopp hurring the neggrovs.
Shots vere continualy hlting the house{rroe the rebel side)the ntggrova
dodging, but she did not dodge, but once that I s,v,and that vas vhen they
fired at one of our battery guns standing by the side or the house - but
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drill call is sounding and 1 muat close for this time. Dec 8th we bUilt
up large fires and at half past 8 oclock started for the Fortress {Rose
cransland got there about lO.but I have mOre nevs to tell.! mail this
letter Dec 23 vlth the other letter.I am quite veIl. James.

Hurfreesboro.Fortress Rosecrans thursday.Dec.8.1864. I have been
vriting a sheet full before this of the battle of Sunday the 4th at
Overhalls Creek.tou viII see after I vent to drill I did not vrlte any
more till thiS mornlng .... we did not fight any Monday the 5th. but Tues
day the 6th ve vere ordered out to support a battery that vas shelling
the rebels out of the voods.The rebels sOme of thee got into tovn.but ve
had bateri.s planted In tovn and all of our pIckets from the other sid.
of tovn retreated into tovn and vent into brick houses and opened the
vindovs and fired on thea.We have quite a guard in tovn allot the time.
Tvo Reg vere ordered Into tovn vith pecles Of artillery, the tva coluMs
(rehels and oursJmet in the street and the first shell ve fired at thea
drove thea back leaving 17 dead rebels and tva niggrovs,our men folloved
thea up fJring the artillery on thee all of the time driving the. out of
tovn.Yesterday wednesday the 7th.ve vere ordered out about 9 oclock in
the morning to drive the rebels back vho vere firing on our plcketts
beyond tovn.We drove thea back(vith 5 thousand menjabout 5 .iles vhen vu
learned that there vas but one s.all reg of thea.(Cav) probily troa tvo
to three hundred,ve then caae back shifted arround to the vest of our Ft
snd going north toards Xsshville we ca.e upon the rebels fortified a
large force) _ we tried to Shell the. out but they had larger cannon
than ve did and ansvered uS lively. The. our batery vas ordered to mOve
we vere left there to keep the rebels back if they should try to follov
the supposed retreiting battery of ours,till they got the batery In •
More desirable plac•• ve vere then ordered by the right flank and .vun~

arround to the end of the R's(Rebel.]unfinlshed brest vorks,then ve V~nt

into th•• by charges - they vere in the voods throving grape and canister
shell and solid shot at us vhlle ve vere in an open coten field.We fall
ing dovn every time they fired,ve got up most to the voods then ve layed
dovn flat in the open coten field and gave them a continual roar of musk
ettry for fifteen alnutes - tva Co's an our right gOt up to run.(.o~e Of
them dJd run) _ They vould not .ind their officers. it i. said that one
Co's.Capt gave the~ order. to crall baCk to the brush beyond the caton
field and that started the other vhose Capt lay clost dovn and ordered
them to stand.but they payed no attention to him till our Capt got up
vith his svard _ motioned them back. and they cam vith a rush. We had 5
men vounded vhile lying on the caton field. and one kllled(Mar.hal Veeder
_ he vas shot through the head.throving his brains allover Ally Allen
and tva spots on my dre•• coat sleeve.he vas lying to the right and a
head of me. a man by the name of Wm Reeves ha~ a ball pass through hiS
coat sleeve _ then strJklng in the ground bounded and hit a man by the
name of Crov In the back.Crov vas laying right by the side of me but
about tvo feet behind me. the ball cut his haver sack strap part vay of
going in at the point of the left shoulder blade. ve then heard.see the
prisoners coming In,see vhat a .tring of them .see thia vas said by
our Capt.vho had an eye out to see vhat the rebels vere about, he said
it to Incourage the boys but did not vant the boys to get up to see the.
like himself for the bullets vere flying thick and fast cuting Off the
coton all arround us,t did not rise up so did not see the prisoners but
the boys that rise up sav them(and fortunatly none of them vas hit) 
then they gave a general Indian yell. and ve could see the rebels runing
in the voods,and then came(their runing;their runing) crys at them boys.
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When we were ordered to charge into the woods,we all broke for the trees,
and fought them behind the trees.The Co's got all lIlixed in to 9ather. 1
ca ..e onto so..e thing that at first sight 1 did not think what it was,but
1 saw a 9un beside it. It waa a rebel dead on his hands and" knees with
his h.ad on the ground. their clothes lOOk so much like leaves that they
are hard to be seen.l lOOked off to the left and saw anoth~r,(looked all
arround lIle)and saw two just behind lIle that I lIlust[have]pas~ed with in a
foot of them and had not seen the... after this I keep an ey~ OUt to see
what ca~e in my way. J saw about a ~ozen dead rebelS,and one vounded on
the tield,but when ve vere ;oing into the Ft I saw ..any wounded rebs .nd
our men vounded .nd de.d as we p.ssed the ambulances. Our reg drove off
the cannoneeres •..•... of a rebel battery at tva guns,the cannon vas 90t
by another r.g to the left of us but behind us. our lInes did not reach
to the battery but our getting into the woods first was what drove the
rebels from their post.We passed a caseon vith three horaes lying dead
in their h.rnesses,probiJy killed by a shell from our cannon. We (vent)
into their camp whare their fires vere burning - they left a vood deal
of stuff on the ground and so.,e boxes of catriges which vere got by Co J
of our ceg. The Lieutenant COIonel[Hency C.Rogecs,died a fev yeacs latec
fro .. the Yound]of our reg was vounded in the acm.We had four ~en vounded
atter ve got into the voods, A man by the name of Richar' Haaaond was
down on his knee caping his gun a little to the left of us vhen a ball
took him in the arm. he gave a grone and COIled COlllpletly OVlr. he vent
to the celc but vould not leave his gun, his aCIll vas bleeding badly, I
have not seen any of the wounded since they vent to the ~ospltal -
Joseph Crawshaw of our Co is the vorst vounded ..an we have got. he vas
wounded on the caton field,the ball going into the tOp of his shOUlder
and going down his side and side of his ribs. the dc[doctor]took the
baIlout frOm under the skin. he lay in his tent till .,ost ni~ht after
setting hece.Some rebel prisoners help hi .. in here.[both Cravshaw and
Ha..ond survived]We took about 200 prisoners - tvo Majors - one Col - We
killed a Lieutenant Cal. it Is rhu..ered that ve took a brigadier Cen
prisoner but 1 do not know his name. Sunday Dec.ll,1864 .
....... ouc cO.[lIlun]ication 1. cut off for the present so t cannot send ..y
letters ..... The rebel prisoners that ve took bring us very favorable n~vs

In regard to Nashville,they tell us that they ..ade a charge on one fort
at N (but did not knov what ve called it) vith 4,OOO.~en and toOk the
Fort.(aa they suppoaed) but the men could not get out of it atter they
had got in _ they then ~ade another charge of 4,000 ~en - they ~ere let
in but could not get out again,then he said the Yan~eea pitched in and
gave ua h__l ..•.... but aaya he we took those 1,500 head of cattle you
tryed to send to N.We had 1900 and aixty odd head of cattle here. they
were for the forces south of here,but the Johnys[rebels]got so thick that
it was considered unsafe to take them aouth - so they sent the~ (to?] N,
but to late as it see~s.The rebels Bay that they can not ~hlp us but that
they are bound to bother us all they Can. A cebel letter vas found on
the battle flel' in Which vas expressed the idea that the ~ar would not
last long as it va. about the time the north was electing president and
that he telt shure that Cen Me _ C _ [Geo.B.McClellan] would be elected
and then they would get their rights. that he had not got any pay from
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the Gove~nment for land ... that they then owed him over $200. that some
body had sent him a 5$ G~een Back for which he was much obliged. One of
the p~isone~s that we took one week ago to day sayed that he had served 3
years, and that he had reinlisted for the War. That it would be 4 years
next Feb since he enlisted in the first place. another fellow speaks up
and says that he enlisted fo~ the war or for life. another says he enlist
ed fo~ now and laughs, all the prisoners that I saw give themselves up,
shaak hand with our boys,they would fairly jump to g~ab their hands. one
Of them says 0 take me baCk, he was probily afraid of his Own men shoot
ing him. We have began winter quarters here _ Some of the Co's have got
into theirs with out doors or bunks _ We are not in ours. We went out to
the woods last friday to get timber to finish ou~ houses with but found
a camp of 1,500 rebels ~ight whare our timber {was] _ there was but 500
in our reg out and no artillery Or Cav,and they had both and could have

driven uS back. The Major was in command - he said that when we fought it
would be for somthing mo~e than a fiew loads of wood. We will go to morrow
to see if the rebels are thel~. Our Col [Minor T.ThomasJ is acting as
B~lgadier Gen. so we have no regimental commander but the Major.Our boys
have gone out as Guard for a train at cars that have gone after wood. so
you can see that they get wood - tight or do any thing that comes handy on
Sunday'S as well as any other day.[Cady then tells that he has been siCk
with di,arrhea] .... It is said that Gen Thomas [George H.] is within 16 miles
of here,and alIso that there are 44,000 rebels In this neighborhod,but I am
gettIng cold - the fire is going out and! must close.

Dec.19,1864. The mail went out this morning but ve did not have but
about 15 minutes notice of it and that was before day light this morning
and not a bit Of candle to finiSh my letter. I am veIl. The rebels got
vhiped out as I suppose you have hear by this time. Ou~ ~egiment had kill~

ed in that battle II and 14 wounded in Co H on - 2 of the wounded have died.
that man that was wounded in Co H on Sunday the 4th was taken p~isoner and
did not die as I heard, the block house had to surrender on ,the next tuesday
after we had the fight up there.

Murfreesboro,in Fortress Rosecrans,Dec,19,1864 .

..... we are preety ne~rly treed of rebels here now, they ~re building the
R R that the rebels tore up. The rebels c~ptured a train Of Cars coming
from Chat~nogo[Chattanooga] to this place wlth,(150,OOO.)one hundred and
fifty thousand raitions fo~ this placQ. We have not had a bit of hard tack
for five days,~nd but half raitions of hard tack the other five days
before this. The rebels burnt 14 of the cares,r~itions and all as they did
not have any teams to hall them.They sent out reinforcements from here
when they heard the train was taken,and so took the rebels by supp~ise

that they did not have time to destroy the engine and four cares,which we
brought in .The rebels shelled one engine that was out after wood nearly
spoiling it.We are on half rations of Corn meal nov and fresh pork,which
is foriaged every day. I have JUSt eten diner out of pop corn and fresh
pork. The cooks only get tva meals a day. We draw five days rations of
pork and try it our selves, The rebels made their brags that they would
take this place and not fire a gun on it,and they would have taken it If
they had got Nashville. Gen Rusau[Rousseau,Lovell H.,Maj.Gen. ]told us on
dress parade Saturday nlght,that he was instructed by Gen Thomas as to
express his thanks to the 8th reg In common with the other forces for their
galantry and bravry in the battles at Murfreesboro. he then said that the
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rebel. h.d been drlven fro. every po.i~lon arround N and tha~ we had ~aken

4000 prhoners - 3 Gen[eral.] - 50 cannon and an l_ence si~e Of s.a11 ar.s
vhich ~he rebels threw avay,and ~ha~ the rebels had lost ln killed and
vounded sOllie whare in ~he neiqhborhood or 17,000. The rebels here threv
avay lo~. or Gun•. I .aw boy. go and pick ~helll up vhen there vas no lIIan. I
.av one of ~he cannon that ve took - it had C.S .•arked On the tOp or it and
on the end at ~he lIIu••• le it had C S A Colu.bus Georga. it was a tweelve
pounder - one Of the quns vas loaded vhen taken and double shoted wl~h
grape. The boys turned 1~ on the retreating rebels. our Co's wounded are
ge~tlng alond veil, tive or ~helll are back to the Co in tent. agatn.We are
under marching orders ~o leave ~his place, but vhere ve viII go ! have no
idea,perhaps to Join Tholllas.lt 1s raining ~o day _ lt is very lIIudy. oh hov
Ivould 11ke to be up there ln the dry snovs.

Hurtreesboro Fortress Rosecrans,Friday,Oec.23/64.

THE greater part of this letter concerns the health and affairs back hallie.
Before he closes Cady vrites ~ ... We started for Chatanooga Wendenesday,got
to the Depot (railroad] - then did not go. We expect to gO,any time,at any
mlnute now.We ~hink it ls to intercept Hood and keep him frolll making a raid
on Chattanooga ...... James E. Cady."
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·Ohio River Jan.22.1865

Dear Fnend•......... we took the boat at CUrtlon on the Ten(nes••• ]Rtver At
evening: or the 18 of Jan and rode 180 .Ues to the .oueh ot the Tenn River then
up the Ohio River 340 11111•• to Louisville,we then lIarched arround the rapids,
and took another boat tor ClncinatLve would have been to C tht. lIorn but. we
layed over last night on account ot the tOIl and Ice,ve will COee there tonl<;lht.
I expect to get thll letter mailed there ...• we will follow the OhlO Rlver up
to Pittsburg P. but I l!xpect v.will take the ellrea at Clnctnati ... {S.e note]
we are going to jOln Sh",rllans ArllY .•... the first snov that I have traveled on
thIS vInter I 1lI11rc:hed on yesterday in going arround the rap1ds.I teIl you thIS
is a cold place by the .lde of t.he place ve have been all vint.er. It is said in
Louisville 1I0rning papers t.hat. t.he Richmond papers denounce Jeff Davis - If
that 1S 50 t.here lIill be a change before long 1'he 1'110 Remll Brothers in
our co had a brother in the 10th Reg wounded i1t Nashville - he haa since dilld,l
hear that [Gen. J Hood ill coming back to Nashville - If he does he 10'111 get
gob led this time, according to what I hear our reg lost more In killed and
vounded t.han any ot the Minnesota reg at. Nashville, 14 of our reg got their
mortalllound 1n the battle at N. 3 died fromvounds,s1nce t.he II killed.but it
is sodarlt here in t.he enj1ne room. and the bo"t jolts sO,that vrit1ng by halt
candle "no halt day light 1. hard work .... James E.ClldyM
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"Ilashington "<00.:, leGS

Dear Friends
I <::", in the City of Washington you"'i11 see. We got hen: last

night some ...here about midnight. We had supper after ...e got in.and breakfast
before 5 oclock [A.M.]. Tt is reported that the 2:> IIrmy Corps is to garrison
the forts about Washington.Soce of the other Corps that vas here said that
they "'ere releived to day.We "'ere just 13 days and 1.4 nights on the r,oad frof"
Cliff ton ':'enn on the Tenn River.The South are trYlng to pass a blll to
free all their Sli\ves and then to pres!; them into service. They do not ti\lk
peace so much as they did but I think that the til'le is not farr off ~'hen they
~·i 11 be glad to cry peace, till they get it. If ~'e are sutioned here ~'e tlill
soon get our p<ly, We c<lme through one tunne11 1n , •• a'::out t~·o mlles through
it a man stood at One end lIith <I black flag and held up t ...o fingers,l??] We did
not have <lny stoves in the Cares[ railroad box cars - see belov] till ....e
crossed the Ohio River at Blaire - We ...ent through 4 tunnells one cay in the
1111 igany mountains and si:: in the night before.. .h'e are in SOldiers barr
aCks ne.. r the Depot, there are about 2000 men in them,and besides lotts of
Ne... s boys and lJlack your boots .... there ~·..s <I minister in here a fe ... minutes
ago di!;tributing tracks and paper [Cady probably got this sheet from him].
then he presched uS a short SermOn ..... JiltleS E.Cady·

•• * •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

At Clifton,General Schofiald " .. s ordered to proc",ed with the 23rd Arl:lY
Corps,via Washington. to North Carolina. They took steal:lboats d01o'11 the
Tennessee River and up the Ohio River to Cincinnati. Here they llere put
on r .. ilroad bo::-cars "ith out se<lts or heat.llt \~heeling,W.Vir~illia they
"are transfereC to bo::-cars vith stoves. All this in the freezing vaath
er of January.They ...ere a pretty rough and tough lookin~ outfit and were
soon dubed "SherClan's Woodticks". On Februzry 23rd C.. dy's unit embarl:ed
on the steZlmshi., AERIIIL for tioorehcad,lIarth Carolina anc the gre.ater 'Iar
in the south.

Thursday. Feb. 23, on Stea. Ship Aerial. out from Ft. Fisher. We are ancored off
the coast from Ft.Fisher.We hear that Ft Wilial:lton [Wilmingtonj "'as taken
yesterday.Gen Schofield '~as in comm<lnd,he used to be our Corps Comm.. nder.but
is <lssigned no... to the de.,artment of North CarOlin.. ,Charleston 15 taken,there
VilS 100 Guns fired in \~ashington the morning that ~'e left ...hen they got the ne ... s,
(Mond<ly Feb 20) J do not know ...hat is left for the rebels but Richmond nO\l.We
had .. but i full tr ip of it.1 t has been very pleil.sent ...eather. but the clouds .. re
in the he <Ivens no.... so ...e cannot see the sun. r s ..... t ...o blaCk '~hales yesterday
throll themselves out of the ..·ater.1 sa... a number of them spout \I .. ter, ...e will
h<lvl! to go ashore ill small boats if ...e go ashore here, J do not knov <IS \II! will
stop here at Ft fisher ..... r did not get a ch<lnce to send this letter before ...e
left Washington. sO 1 undertake to get re.. dy to send baCk ... ith these boats as
they are going to take a m<lil.1 suppose that m.. ils .. re very uncertain along
these coasts.I dare not trust <lny money in this letter. We came in sight of Point
LOOkout it "'<lS a lJutifuU Point.we came through Chespeak Bay and dovn the
Patomac River,we had to pass loots of big guns each side of the Potomac, no reb
els could ever get up th<lt river. I send some verses which 1 copyec' while at Camp.
Stoneman last Sund .. y .... 1 sa\llots of Sea Hogs or Porpics l<lst evening. A
shark Carne \lithin fifteen feet of the boat .. is a pretty godd size one its ton.. ge
is 1.700 .... James Cady"
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And yll'" ." 1 1 tNe<'.
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"ASHIICTON,O.C. ns.17,1%!i

JAMES CADY wr'te. fro. Wa.hlnaton,to hi. lttti. broth, .. Hobart, On the
f,.U back of tva hand-cC"loud ,,_Ie vIlentlne.; "1 hi"" got. couple o.f Val
~~ .ntt~. which t th~lht would Caus. you to laugh.and that', wprth thl
~(A. ••ndlna th.~ to you. t do not IUppo•• that you would c..bet valantln,

, daY,but anyone would be ....tnd,d of It hl ..e by the Valentine. ~ ••,
Ir ......... 1 ","v, .. ' ... 10 _ny beSSln and !N'ddl,n ... there .... e In c ...p every

j b) d.y.W, ata run OVa.. lin". "e got OUt pay.It a.eae a. if the whola
United Stlt•• had ••nt their poor end besglr. to WA.hlngton to be

J'I.1 turMd tnto the eoletle.... c,..p' •.. ,W, el(J"'''t to go to Ft FI,her In • day
01,,0) or two, the 'd Dly ot our Corp. I. the ..e end the 2d Diy fa .t.... tlna outl.....l to d.Y,and It 11 Hbly that 0"'" Diy "til foll"" ••••. J ".

I ,)\ ........~..-....."" ... -,r (I"~"'h' ,-'~~~ _..~ ....' y ".";,,,.":\.. "

t
M/.
V!<,.
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TO A IIR U;OO .
• 8ribll.' IOTib thf, II" 1 the lteed ,,~•
• ~d om bit "-cIt 10 II04UII ItM1 l1IotMIl"';
Bbl do.·\ lOb \bibk rot • Drac'lO",
"'"1 lOll ........netd .1_1 100 _f
Mo,. JOti _d. til. If"Omd pod life,
Wbl .lId ~0Il Ikll • bobbl try f
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TWO WHOLE BRIGADES POT INTO RALEIGH TO PREVENT TilE ILLINOIS
TROOPS PItO" BURNING THE TOWN ON LEARNING OP LIHCOLNS MURDER.

"Raleigh ,N.C. Saturday ,Apr, 22. 8~ oclocl< A.M. 1865
Dear Brother Ebby. It is a beautiful morning Peace is near at

hand we all think. We have orders not to forage for any thing but feed for
the animals now, a guard is sent into the country every day to pick up men
found out forageing. Day before yesterday ve had tllO Grand Reviells, in the
forenoon our Brig[ade] under Brevette Gen Thomas, in the after-noon our
Div[ision] under Gen Rugar (Thomas H.] ,yesterday fore-noon from 8 ocloek
A.M. till 11 oclock A.M. ,under Major Genl Sherman [Wm.T.]. NOli our orders
no more Drills or Dress parades until further orders.We are in our beauti
full camp yet. I have my tent raised up about i8 inches lIith rails on the
out-side and boarded up nice on the inside and one end. I have tllO shelves
in it a pole lIith my clothes hanging on it, a bOiler in front and over the
door, the top is covered wi th pine bOllS, j n front is a rove of Ceeders set in
the ground,just baCk and under the pine bows is a table and bench IIhere 1
am writing now. I have been studing the Geopraphy ever since I got it. I
have the key to an old Gram.. r of 1809.1 al[l reading a Baptist Book c .. Iled
Theodosia Ernest or the Heroine of Faith. It is a book on the merits of
Baptism. I 1I0uld like very well to have Father read this bOOk,it belongs to
I Ii White my partner. he got it the same day that I got my Geography. he says
that 1f he does not take ithomehewill give it tome.I think he will not
take it home,and I \lill take it hOl[le if we do not have to march so f"r that
I can not carry it. We hear that the state of N C has offered to fix the Rail
Ro"d if Sherl[lan viiI t"ke his troops out of the state by R.. il r .. ther than to

h.. ve them m.. rch through the country. The rOlld is narrow Gauge. It \lill have
to be about 3 inches wider to have it so that engines and carrS from the north
can run on it.There is not runing stock enough of the narrow gauge to take
the troops. We get full rations and m"il comes in every day.We have only one
faIt to find nowllith the times lie are geting,that is 4 roll calls a day,and
every man has to be there, this is I persume to stop or to help stop forageing.
One in the morn, one at noon,one at retreat (about five oclock P.M.) and one
at half past eight P.M. before going to bed I have a Raleigh paper
of this morn vhich I intend to send hOllle . I have a one dollar bill of Raliegh
money Which viiI be 40 ye"rs old the 2nd day of July next. I had for diner
yeasterday some puding .. nd mola2:ses,for supper and breakfast this mOrn
fried hard tack and molazses,meat.Coffee every meal.We have sOllie beans on
hand, but have not cooked ththel[l on account of the Revievs. We hear that
Abraha. Lincoln is dead again, it has been conterdicted so .... ny ti..es that
I do not believe it yet. I hope that it ..ay not be 80. When the nevs ca..e here
one of the Ill[ inois] Reg's went for the tovn vith the intention of burning
every house in it. Tvo vhole Brig's vere put into tovn to keep the.. out, (Illore
than vhat they had in tovn then which "lias one "IIhole Brig) .It vas a 1I0nder that
so..e of the.. did not get killed in runing the guards, but I gl,less that ..ost of
the guards van ted them to do it. Andy Johnson our Vice president vas born in
~hlS to\ln. ~ Cady then says that he is anxious to be hOllle and get "some
green corn and peas .... tomatoes,and mellons ... ne\l potatoes will no~ go bad
for an old soldier that has been so long with-out them Sunday ll~

oclock, A. M. Apr. 23d 1865. We had a co Inspection at 9 thl s morn. The neva of
Lincoln being killed \las confir..ed in the N Y Herald that \Ie rec'd yesterday.
I hear that the 1st and 2d Div of the 23d Corps is to guard mule train through
to Harpers Ferry,if this is so \Ie \lill have to march,but \till probily have
our things drawn on the train. It is about 250 .liles from here to Harpers
Ferry James E.Cady."
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CONI't:DERATH GOLD Foa GII:t:ENB...CIliS

Dear Friends at ho..e ve left R {Raleigh} • on ~ednesday .orn the
3d P ve got here laSt. evening(Sunday 7thH"y; "bout 2 oclock P.H. It is
""id to be 80 .. lIes rro. R.tohere.vevent passed the tOlln of GreensbOrO
"bOut 2 ..lIes. The 5th 6th 7th vere as hot days as 1 ever sail up 1n H1nnesou'.
14 lIIen died on the 5th Ii. 6th of being sun struck. ve hiJd tvo ..en that Cll.e
very nellr diein'ilillst night llft.er 'Oetting into ca..p. they ver'" over hellt,
but 1 hllve stood the .llrch firet rllt.e, t.here are but riev .en thllt ,He tougher
than 1 a ... but llre a great .llny that are stronger,the big stronCi_n are the
one's that give out,lIhlle the .idling sised thin fleshed ones stand the
march. It 15 reported thllt ve are ordered to Charlotte.vhich llI11bOut 85
.. iles South vest of here.It is said thllt there are 11.OOO;carrs and engInes
lltChllrlott•....•... we hellr that Gen Tho.as (Geo.H.] hlld a big fight dovn
in Al11ba.a.We pll.sed the buildin'O In vhich soae of Gen Johnston's [Joseph E.)
musketts vere piled up.We got a il last evenin'O,buti did not get /lny
letter MH"y 9th II oclock H. 1865 ve vill ge transportation
to Charlotte on the RaIl Road.Gen.Thomlls says that this vill be the l"st
trip ve vl11 ..ke,but vhen we leave C [Charlotte]lIevill start tor ho..e, he
says ve can drav 1111 or the clothing ve vant - that ve vl11 not have to carry it
any mor•• I hear th"t so... of the Cavalry made a very good haul of Gold and
Si lver near t.hi. tovn. They had orders not to burn fences vhen there vas any
other vood they could get hold of .They vere cutting out a brush pile for vood
and found that the ground had been lately dug up. They co_enced fealing
around vith their sabers.they found five bo"es of Gold and Silver S 84.00... in
all of the., it allIlounts to the Den that dug it up - sOllething 1 ike S 12.000 "
pe"ce,each .an hid his share, but the Citizens have been .aking a ..ss about
it and have found one lot I beleive. 1 vish that I had 100 in Greenbacks I could
~OO$ Ingold (or It,theselllea all a~e t~ading off their gold for ellven
dollars In greenback, It is so heavy they cannot carry it.and IKlney ~uns a
great risk In being burried in this country. I heard one of our boys say that
one aan vas selling gold (or 20 cts on a $ I,he said he sav the bargin "nd knovs
that it VIIS not 20 cts prellliulll on the $ I,but 80 cts discount,The fellow said
hewould not leave a cent o( IltOney burried in this country,th"the would give
it a vay what he could not carry before hevould le"ve it.he said he could p"ck
3.000 $ it ve vent by Cllrrs he could tice as IIlUch.they say that 1,000 S in gold
veighs 5 pounds. J never saw such a gold panic, the suttler 1S trading In gold.
at least he takes it in, and does not allow llny 1Il0re goods than v1th Greenbacks.
I tell you there is an aw(ul1 pile of gold and silver in this country hld.and It
will be found. there Is lI. lIl11n on allmost every rod of ground for as far as you can
see.and sOllie of the rods you can see for thelllen .we knov every inch o( the
ground '" deep liS our Gun Rods will reach. 7.000.$ vas found on the rOlld between
here and R.and lotts of it at R.the boys have got an idea of another place near
tOlin, where there is ..oney hid,it is being prospected, but Illy sheet 1s allllost
full ..•••.•..... Jallles E.CadyM



-Cha~lotte. H. C. Honday 4,45. oclOCI< A. H. Ju.ne 19th 1865.

oea~ friend. at haDe t all'i1ad to hea~ that the Colt. are 10 hrlle
they ..u.lOt be nl(~e one•. So It il. Hexican !'lustang Pony you have gOt Inste.d of
an Indian Pony for me. Well this suits Ill' still better. if he is a reil /'lexlcan he
can stand the he.t.have you. ever rode hill.hov does he rlde,vell 1f he does not
~ide lU;.y I can learn hi. gai t. that viII be easy. The Pony t had on the PIa ins
[of Dakota Ter~itory]last.u_er va. a hard riding Pony vhen I fir.t got hi.,
but t set to vork to learn hi. to ride easy, and 1 guess the DOlt expenanced
ho~.em.n could not have had any bette~ success than I had with that pony. Th.
boys that rode hi. fro. Ft.-Ric. (D.T.] to Ft.Snelling orten speak about Cly
Pony bein; the ea.eht to ride In the CO.-Cady then Ilentions rUllor. about the
10th;tnd 8th !'linn. being discharged vhlch turn ou.t tobe false.He va. told that
the soldier. coUld keep their -muskets· by paying $6 and t.hen goes on to say
- I have put tVO 10$ bills of Confederate in this lette~.•... Jill says he il go
Ing to le.. rn us hov to.at CItIzens food. he bought us sOlie butte~ e9S' potltO••
(nev) bC' •••• ve pIck aOIle ber r 1.a pI Ullbs c1 pe apples &c .nd Iive qu i te ve t I . ,
We had for .upper last night potatoes.e9g•• rresh beef.soft bread, and black
ber r ie., and our ever ind.spenc i able Cof fee .... Brevt Br 19ad ler Gen Tholllaa Is in
co_and of the Diviston nov ..•.•. James E.Cady·.
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"fasting and prayers in re.berance or LinCOln"

"Cl""rlotte ~.C. Thursday 8:30 .... M. June 1/65
" e !lave nevs nov that ve tre to ~ pUlitered out ot U.S. service in the
~iel(l.anC! are to turn over our iuns at our State C.. pltol.and !:let our flay anel
diach.. rge ..apers there,ane! thlt the places tor pustedng out tor the dlltrict
o~ N C 6re 1<'111111ngton .n~ Newburn. Capt Fullso.. ot Co C ot our ree; startee! 1;.. t
ni<;ht tor NeWburn to •••ist in IIl4lklng out ..apers,so I gucsi thls new. is very
relieble. To d.. y is the day appointed by the President tor fallting and prayer.
in rClIlelllberance of Li ncoln, they .re build 1ng a pIa tforl:l ~or the l:Ii .. i sters and
the officers to Bpellk 011 ve have preaching at 10 oclocl< to day "

James E.C«dy"
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

r WILL SEND 20 $ IN COHDEDER"'TE MONEY

"Ch«rlotte.N.C. Saturday,3 oclock P.M. June 3d.1665.
"r vall out 3 Idle' in the country today - got ,ollie butter and ;:.lumbs mUlberrieB
balackber r ie. and cherr I ea. anc! a flew stravberr Ilia. We baked sOl:le pllncllkes
6nd cooked Uil6nd sweetenee! our fruit,and ht" SODe plln cakell ..nd butter and
truit and cottee 5.c; for dinner .... vehad the 3d Olvl band here.and the offi_
cer. ane! l:Iiniliters talked In turn.and ve had II C;uire of :dn<:;er•••ae!e uf' of the
best sinsera they cold find. thay vere all youn.. _n.Our cailt vas one of the... it
V,)II very good singing. 110n~ay 11 10.1'1. ocloc!t.June,5th/65. The 179 Ohio
reg cal:le in yesterday tro. their trip to suaUin the Polls, the ..cople .. busee!
the soldiers lit first. but aften/ardes sent In a ..aper to the Col aslting his tor
givness,which vas Sr ..nte~ of course,tha COl tolrl thaCl that h. die! not care nor
either the soldiers for their raUln<Js.aft.r this th.y used the Yankey soldier
as it he vas actualy a Dan, they had heard 1;0 Duch about the 'tillnkes that they \lere
suppr1 ••d in the vay the Y's treated thel:l. I suppose they 'Jot the Idea thillt it
they acted as Ilean as thet could it vould ansver .. s part pay tor the vay the 'tankS
V01,;ld treat thelll, but ve would have been to .uch ....opl. if it had ~en in the tiDe
o! war instead of just atter peace. and just vhen the officers and soldiers ...ere
tor making friendship Instead of con<;uerin~ the ene.y which they had all ready
done.It beats all hov well the South is conquered. now the reb.ll in this place ~are

not even say th.ir soul is their own.they did blame their officers for giving up.
They thought they had backing enough, but .ince ..·e hllvotheir officers under lIr.st
they be\iin to think we lIloan to clIrry out to the uttermost c:~tent the l .. ws.and
that ve are able to do it~ this lIlakell the oost ot thel:! love the old Government the
pore.and it has learned the ignorant that the Government is • strong- one, and
they think th.. t their of ricera expected vh.. t 1& nov in progres. to be tried ~or

tre;!..llon lind that they held out as lon<; a,. they coule!.feelin<; that forfeit of Ute
...ould be the re$ult of failure. The rebel soldiers are the best trlend. ve have,
they are in callp buy in; cOffe Lc: and everyone of Ull can feed tvo or three
i:nd then have plenty. .They COI:l<! in and e;!.t vlth u'S.Thoy see that ..e have
;>leanty and to spare, and they vant to know if this is the way ve have been tead
alwaya,and they starving,when we ClIClp in one place,we allvaYll get lots of stuff
[food l ahead for ve do not eat so C1uch as vhon on tlle carch Jacc3 [Cady].
P.S. I ::ill send 20$- in CondederilltelllOney 1n this letter."... ~ .......................•.••..
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·It you Y~nt to see sOldiecs
co.e up to Poct Snelling .

• Charlotte,N.C. Saturday,S oclock A.H.July 8th 1865
Dear Friend. 11111 co.ing hOlle In atiev daya.A apecial order ca.e night befor.
last at eleven oclock for the illedlate .uater out of the 8th HinneaOtill 180th Ohl0
and 25th Has•. Yesterday they began to make out the Rolla iIInd all of the Ohcharg••
are filled out.The boya in the Co that vec. good writera took hold and .ilde the. out,
Salluel V. Ca rr ,Ilild. III ne out. All tha t h to do nov vi th thell is to dolte thea oInd dgn
thell. it i ••aid that transportation viii be here on TUeadilly.We will be Ilustered out
on Honday. We vilileave,if not Tuesdayaorn ,at night,or early "iedneaday 1II0rn. We
will be in the State - to place It.t /I f/lce eatillate in about 20 day•. If .ny of you
want to aee soldier. Calle up to Ft Snel11ng. if you can hellr the eXlIct ti •• we w111
be there, if you cOllie bring tranaportation tor lIIe hallie. The recruits will go hallie with
US,SO TOIII Carpenter vll1 be lit hallie vith.e . I got up thb 1I0rning before breakfast,
I think I will quit tor this ti1l8.1 h",ve not heard from you tor over two week•. 1 "'1II1n
hopes to have a letter iIIt Chlc",go,and if you do not cOllie to Ft. S. to h.ve one there
for lIle. ! Jalles! 12 oclock II. July 8th!65! lam on Guard tod",y,it ls reported
that they are going to try to start us on Monday. I have just come off of Post. I will
go and mail thla letter. Your friend James"

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

I~ Jam..•• laot 1"'.,. elat. llnod ·'Chu101t.. H,C. JUI, Iu.. ~". "" "'vlMd.
-, am comln, 1>OtrI. III • flow d.~. _ If )'0<1 ......., to NO 00I<I1.... """'. up '0 rt.
....111.......

So al'.' .1 ' lJI_ Ion, YO.'" Jam.. E. l;a<ly ""<I tho El,hLlo Mln-" cam.
loom. _ M"'" r Ion, and vorle<l HrvI<o "","""In, from Fort llnollllll' '0 U1.
m....U1 of ,"" 'hl-.tono lll""ta '0 Ton........ W In""... Fort FLoh.,. &l>d
North C....,II If '. Indl '0 lIou'IIom ..bo II:IrloUl ...... ",0&'"
varl"" of 1«0 ."" " 1... mo,. mil.. "'......, "",.r "rl......, In tho Vol'''''
ata'.. 01."",_
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