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THE WESTERN MAILS

NIAGARA This post office was established on Oct. 30, 1797 with John G,
O>ffin as postmaster. 11 was located in Fori Niagara but for some reason
Ihe ''Jorl'' was left out "f the name. The fort L< loeal"'l in Niaj(ara County,
N, r. on tl,e ,,'L<1 .<i,l" "fth" Ni"j(llra Iliwr n"ar it.< ono"t h wit h Lake Ontario.
I~"IL """",",, We"" 1~"lmark,,,1 "",I '"Hlf:f,'" r"""kL"lhy Uavi,l Thompson
II,e Commissary and poslmaster at the fon - &pt. 21 and Dec. 28, 1798.

.
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~EVER ACTED.

At the Theatre Royal, Drury-Lane,
This Prefe-or WEDNESl).'\ Y, i\fAY 6, I i9S•

.,.«i, IJlly/US StT...."ds ... ill Kl ... new O;>c'" oiled

JACK of NEWBURY.
The "h·s,c;Il:. com-" M by Mr. HOOK.

{ n~ $((1.n. Drrffll, D«m,,;.;., ""J MiJt1U7 tlrt ntirrl,) N~. \
TrF. CH,~R\CTERS MY •

Mr. PALMER, ~lr. KELLY,
.Mr. DIGNUM, Mr. SUETT.

Mr. R. PALMER, Me. BAKNISTER, Jun.
Mafttr WELSH, Mr. PHILLIMORE.

MIs. CROUCH. Signora STORACE.
Mifs LE.\K, Mrs. BLAND.

To wnc]yue .."h on F:m!>lcm:uic.d MA!>Q.UE in Honou' of ,h. 11.0,.,1 N"p,i,lr, ""Iled rt..

TRIUMPH OF HYMEN.
Hym<:ll. Maller DE CA:<.IP.

Cupid, Malle:r Wr_LSH, Pfyche. ~lirs GRAINGER,
""'1\ ercury. ~lr. F!ALON, Apollo, Mr. AUMER.

Diana, Mifs COJ.L1~S, lIt'rcu\es, Mr. G. D'EGVILLE.
CarrOT, \Ir F \IRU~ OTHER, Pollux. Mr. BOIMAISON,
Zcphyrus. MrlI. HAlON, Flora, Mif~ F. U'EGVILLE.

t'ririlnnia, Mrs. CLiYLER,
Plemy, ~!rs. BUTLF.R. Commerce, MTL HEDGts.

LOVES, GR.~CES. and CHORUS.
~li:o ~l• ...,.., liM.. Who liy. Mrl. S.ln;.~.,I1•• ~lrL ~jon. MIL Brool.... Mrs. 8ri<:~.

l',hr.Il~,,,h ~l" B ~...w.tl. \1 "R, _. /t.lofoG~ ... r., Md',S":teIdot,. M.r,c~."".kJ.&e.
lU.U-L Co<t•• D.nbr. E..... , Lyon.. M3OIJoeks, W.I h. T.--, &:.

n..s.:'DeOJ or r:.., ('\pOI... <1.-(,10""4 """I""",td by Mr. GREESWOOO... M•• CAPON.
Thor lIt""•• .nJ D,co...,i~D'1w j,{r. MARINAIll;

The M..e'~,c'l b. Mol:,.... CABA~EL.IOf JACOBS,
AD4 ....~ h Mr. JOHNSTON...... Mol'. REIN.

&ob of II,.' SM;. LO be h..l in ,,,. ThuI,•.
)"g "'l1.l~h "'ill be ¥Idcd

TIT for TAT.
BO%Ci6s. Secolld Price 3" Pill"~ 6<1. Sttoml Price u. G~lIery 'U. Second Price IS.

Upper'G3.llcry IS Second Price 6.1.
NO MONEY 10 BE RETURNED

Primed by C. Lo"'lIDU, nel{t 'heSI3g:_Door. y,.,ul RONI R~illlll

The New Comedy of FIRST LOVl is unavoidably dcl::rrcd
• Till 'fuefday next.
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JOHN QOINCY ADAMS ON THE ENGLISH THEATRE 1783
"In my last .1 gave you an account of having seen the asselllbly Of the House
of Lords in Parlealllent.I have lieen [every) thing very extraordinary since
then. but Itill I viII acquaint you vithllly proceedings: on vednesday even-
ing I vent to the Theatre Royal in prury Lane. and sav the West Indian.vith a
Pantomime entertainment called Portunatus - I think I have observed in a
forlller letter.that they equlliat least the French Comedy - the pertorlllance
of the W<,st Indian contirlll'd me in that opinion. for I dont remelllber .to have
eve.r seen a Comedy better play'd in Illy lite: the ente.rtainlllent ot Fo.rtunatus
ill a Harlequinade.like those performed on the sllall stages ot Paris - on
thursday ve went to the Royal Society and sav their Proceedings. but very
little was done; there was nothing .read except a very d.ry.unphilosophical
account. ot the late earthquakes in Calabria .vi th which I believe everybody
was pe.rtectly tired. I knov. I vas. for one. - If we had been there the Thursday
before.lfe should have heard read two letters from Dr. Franklin [Benjalllin] to
the president at the Society.about the air balloons; by what I can find out
thllY lire in a puzzle to know vhether the Dr. is in jest or in earnest; for in his
lettera:.he points out to them.ot vhat prodegious advantage the air balloons
may be to Grea t Br i ta in; under such vi rtuous Admi ni stra t ion. as the present one.
On Friday I went to see Hughes's equestrian pertormances.\lhich are by no means
equal to those at Astley'S \lhich you may have seen at Paris. _ on Saturday \Ie
"'ent to the Covent Garden Theatre and sa'" represented the Tragedy of Douglas
in ....hich Mrs.Cra\lford appear'd as Lady Randolph - this Mrs. Crawford was form
erly very famous here;under the name at Barry;but about five years agone she
lett the stage;but she has been perssuaded by the Managers of the Covent Garden
Theatre, to come on again. to counteract Mrs.Siddons ",ho is at Drury Lane. but
whether Mrs .Cra",tord lIIay hllve been heretOfore; She is not I think at present
equal to her rival:who has many advantages over her, 1st She is but about 30
years old;and Hrs.Crawford is turn'd Of fifty _ and She ha. 1lI0re strildnq
features. and a figure more adapted to the stage. - 3dly her voice is yet unim
pllir'd;llnd that of Mrs.Craeford bogins to filil her;so that Mrs.Siddons "'ill
still cOllllDand the attention of the PUblic. 1 think in preference to the other.

Atter the TRAGEDY .we had a mew Comic Opera in tva acts called The poor
soldier;which is charming - in my next 1 vill send you II Copy of one of the best
songs in it. which if you find to your liking you have only to speak and I viII
send you some others. Farevell for the present your friend .0.-

Docket: "From M. J Q Adams/London 17th Nov. i 783/recd. 24th Nov. 1793/Chaellot-

The young John Quincy Adams. at the age ot 16. "'rites frolll London to his friend
Peter MunrO.about his visit to the ROyill Theatres at CoventGa.rden and
Drury Lane.The letter is addressed to -Monsieur P.J.Munro chez [at the house at]
M.Franklin/Ministre Plenipotentlaire des Etats Unls [United statesl!aupres
S.M.T,C. a [atl Passy/ [near] Paris."



THE,\fRH RO\AL,

I

_ .. ''''''''''''T. T._
JIyde-Hlrk asul COIlUitlilwll-llill GalCI. 0'" a F'roiit.1I ilfoMlilfg.

...~ ..'6- 'It. JAJ."[ES'S I'ARK and CANAl.,
!toU.,... "_' ,.. _. Y._

PATENT SKATING.
-?-MAY. Knr Garden' till (t .I[oy .U",.ni,,;:. T.Oo\o..

)I,. O'r ~I"~"·
~ DI» M,.,. A..,Lo. ("oJI<". J Co G".'.lI..'h. 0'1:';••. f·"'1. S;IOj'.na, '..un-,~....

f ~"..I•. 110..•• Ila<.... 1_ "' ,.... T__i-.. ,',.1.. ';'''',11'4>-
lion> 1I01lUI._H•• A"••~..... Mi> G.,tli,loa. fl.b/:I.o,~. no-.... Y\o>&.

'*-.. OCTSII)E 01 R\RUER'-" SIIOP. __
.._ , LO~I'. .. , 'I '.StTr•

....... ? J:\~ll'E or u.\R8mr.~ "'HOI'. - ...
l ........, ".,••••If.<A..,.,..~

TO SHAVE BY ST.I:AlI!(.
'P'';' "'-__J"ULV O~"'M' of .,t: al'l'" S'''''~M'· "oWl>:, ~_

,....-... '\i;."\W" 01.• I ••, _.', ., •••_ '""' ''''lOk. "" ,..'. >r... lItOTTEa,
_"."'0;..1 . .11" .•I:FT...." " ,

s.....-ll j"",t,.o·.~· "."!)"'I"T' f/.•• ~. ,.G.....
..._" __ BI;P'Tl;JlIB~ "'lXu.LI,. a"."",.;. T. tI,,,o.
,..._13 'AL).II\II.I::.\lIl'101Il>- n..c........·• tG'UE\~

At·ronautic ExcllndolJ fl'om )~Ol'l'DON to P A.RIS,
1,,,1•. ',", \II•••,i..... ' IE\\~ f,o,. If,. f.a;lioh M'''0i>''lia. 1m hi•

•'1rril'al in. the Garde-us of tile Tlutitl.erws in Paris.
...... ,L .l-.'.I~("T"" ".CA.»" .. "'ONT ".Gnn.
__ .. _ 'f,. "'\·'LL~liE" 1M'....... .-. (I'(·Gft)__I.I:"D~""LLM....lin". Pl)l,N
> .... ",-NOVE!IlDEJt· J'1Ion
GRAND CIVIC FEAST ill GUILDHALL.

__ ,0. .."Til t:u "'Il' 'L,.d ,,<rIlONO 'II<'~1. I~ "rkU"'t"'T "" KE"~ ~1l01".
........ "._ DECEMBER. POOR Nn~.~~ /lUT.

_.. The TEMPLE of IRIS.

f

aOOlO.i of""~ ••. ~ ..... .~,... .I .... -,.... \00 ..... 10 .. n..'..... of 1II•• M........ _, n._-.
~ .vo OilDI,R:,' WILL ~B AD.,l1l'r'rEI>.

... HI D.l'. ,1oo-u,...0I'
CORTEZ; Or, 'l'he CoNQ"EST of ~1ExlGo,

Willo ).u i1....il:'.1 Sl.le........._.d dIe 0 ..... o.oplef of

SPANISH CAVALllY.

•• " .hl<' •.- ..... ,~•••• ,••. , ..

JULIUS C,ESAU..
M.,.., AI>Io...y, Joke. h:K\IDI£. B"'I"., Mr....OU~O. O....ua.)h COOl'£R.

.A.1'I", ..bieb, ro, the ".t li.....1 thi. Thurre. • F.,ce ullotd

SUIPSON and CO.
M,.S-po.oa, .M•. "". FA.KE". jilt• ....,. lifr COOPt:R. F_. Mr. ATII:IS~.

lI... 8..-Joo)·. H;", CHr.sn:R. IH fi....,_ .., Ion •.0<1..1""" )
M... .5i.-_ M.... Glnll.~. II ... F" ...llato. Ill I.oVH. 1II La T..ppo. Ill Pt:AtlCK.

0<, IIATUkJJAi...... .. ..
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LETTER DESCRIBING BRADDOCK'S DEFEAT

AND EXTOLLING THE EXPLOITS OF WASHINGTON

DURING THE FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR

1755 (AaJ- J) PetenbtlrJ. VL t. Wllit~Il..-. £acluui, fokkd Ien..-datehned WPet..-s
bu.,! up Appamatox1_ River Vi!JiniaR

, cn<Scned Mp 1M HenlCapr £ilb«!'", earned by pnval~

sllip 10 Ens~ bypassinS till: Post Offl«, Fin~, tm lOllS letter S,,·cs " dc$criptl/)(l of Geocral
B.-.ddodC:1 dl!fell Ind ofWa.hingtoo'. heroism. al a banlc lbal occurred 25 days earlier

T1M: COIIlmt of 1Il~ Imet' bocluda. wI "'" 6fJtTY 10~~ of our IxNJ SJNrUS in 018 firM
#lfgwtlgJIUfI/ lIlis YH' ...111 rile Frntdt <JNI lndimu.. ,On 1M 9111 ofw WI Uuwnt al MOI/go1Ia/a
wftlli" liJI ",iles of~ Frmdt Fon G~II. BtTUidoct "';tlr IJOOc1loK ",m and offjcu:J wenattacUd
by lire F~nch a"d IndiallJ luppoud 10 bf! ill num~,abauI4()() and a[lera bloody aclion 11r," & a
halfhourI Our troops .vi~ldedgroundjo, walll ojolfic~10 roily the mor aJ mOlt ojth~m _~ eilher
killed or _unlied by tJJat IUM <U to lIN par1il:u/1Jn nO U11Dinty yet we lost 0/1 ou, proroi01lJ
Arnlftu)'$Ions and Baggage oft:IJ'UY tiNJ. <JNIby.uclt. W greaJesl pan ofOW"Officcn andat It:QSI
ltalfdoe whole n..-her of__ -. tturiH 10 fie/d...aJHi wIlDt -an a grnu~ adduioft 10 OU, lou

0'" Fanrow (;e,,",,' Braddock was11101 tlrro 1M amt muIbody ItfOUlllilfg lIisfiftll Irone The delacll
menl ojliglll Horn Ihal af/ernJed h,m oul oj!""'nly nine had ~ntyfi,'efilled.

We are i"jonned rINF~II and IlIdi(HIJ -.. nOIltr 1I"",her abow 400 w1Iose meillod offiling ...-cre
Itkhng O<l ...'Ct)'JIde Wind lire lop and bushes alldby ay;ng a IrQ", ofpcywd~turd SClling il onfire
0lU" lmoprs Uptfiring at tire SJltoak /ill tlw wen' ira/fkiUedand fOOl b101f'illg ...·!lGt tMyfiTClri ar and Ille
Indians firlngjrom C'I"Cf'}' ,ide drop'd Illem lib Bcu.

Ir is rqH1r1ed tllat WlSlli""oll a Vlrwinill" ",110 was Oll~ lilte 6t"e'll/ in ou' tJqJlldilion Illlt }"Cllr
P'fHIt lip 10 6mcnJ BnlddDd: ...~.hisctIhi", UJ 6FHa "is __ lind '''b tile ll1dJ/UI ",edotHI oj
flliJl; ...."UuI dot 6ahn ht Iw nfUd iii 6,. til", .,.,., Iflst the #MtIit-

Wa,skillg!on fa.. pu' witlr thrH 1r1UUtn~ "",n ....., lIltiJClnI lip Nille IlllJldrnl fl"d by his goad
IIo,holl$ tJjrhttt ways Kill's up,wmls ojthree lIulldred ojlhein "'ilh rht Ion tJjSellC-nty KII/'d ""d
..VllIlldnlllllll ",lItll Il pIlrlCJ/ ....., ""'ltd out ilJr by doc Frencll he had tire Miter oj lilt Battle
1I0000000000011dillg tktTC " ...bers"



BRITISH AMERICA
PORT COMBULAHD.NOYA SCOTIA.
"RElieR £ INDIAN WAR 1755/1763.

The to110wing letter is lIddreslSsd to THOMAS HANCOCK at Boston.He was the unCle at
the famous JOHN HANCOCK ot the American Revolution and a wealthy merchant vho was
an agent for the Bri tish government. It was 10/1'1 tten by Demetri us James ,Lt. Col .of
the 43rd regilbent.and lIay have been commandant of the tort at the tillle.

"Port CUllberland 18th July 1758"
Sir This goes by Captain Noble,who! 1I0st sincerely wilih lIay arrive sate at

Boston:as ve are Extremely anxious.as veIl on "count Of 1'11' Huston & an officer
of the 43rd Regimt. as hilS Own, about the Fate at Dogget [,John,an otticer]who lSail
ed frollt hence about ten days & must have good lUCk if he has not fallen into ya
Enemys hands since tva men Of the 43rd Regilllent, tva Rangers, one of Captain Danks's
(Benoin] the other a Sargeant of Gorhalls [Joseph,Lt.Col.f!angers} Company & one
sailor belOn'illng to Arbuckle who Escape" to us two days since frail Hlri.ski, [ New
Bl'un.wick J whel'e they had been tor So_ tille prisoners, infor.ing us that there'.
a Privateer Crusing off Haunt Desart yt has lately taken Grows and Winnits SlOops,
the tirst laden vith Lille tor this Garrison.the other Either bound for or return
ing from Annapol1s Royal [Nova Scotia].I lIcquainted you by Oogget,who had lily dl'au
ght on you in his Own tavour for £1050 of this curl'ency on the province ~mount

thllt Captain DankS with his Rangers had brought us in the 4th instant nine stout
male prisoners alive.with one scalp fro. Petgnecheck [II location ?],had drownd &.
destroyd as .any 1II0re. taken 19 Stands ot Arlls and done the Ene.y ~ Qreat deal of
Other da.llage. I lit the Sallie time troubled you vi th so•• letter. for Illy Friends in
Europe,and others on his I1lljestys Service.vhich if they have been Lucky Enough to
Escape this dalltnd privateer, I am persuaded you ViII be so good as to forvard as
usual.Lieut Meech wlth 30 Rangers ln 3 Whale Boats went off this mornings tide for
Piz[ iquid, now Windsor, N. S. ] from whence he is to proceed with all possible Exped
ition to Halifax (overland].to IntOI'm the Genel[Jeffery Alllherst] at the Intellig
ence brought us by our people frolll Hirillli6ki' about 8 or 50 days hence - We expect
his return vith good news frail Louiabourg {SEE note belov).With this t send you
tva letters on hi. Kajestys Service: one for Major EIUot{Robert] and the other
for Lt Ounbar.! shall be always Sensible of the favours you are so kind as to Con-
fer on Ille & alll Sir your Obllged and obedt humble Servt Oem Jllmes
To Thomas HanCOCk ES<l" '~. ,...... , _

.-::.- .t:,>/" . •. ~~/?Z/V .•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Lt.Heechand the 3 whale boats sal led from Ft.Culllberland into the Blly of Fundy to
Windsor.N.S. as per the RED LINEon the IIlIp below.Thence overland to Halifax.The
"good nell'S· they expected was the surrender ot Louisbourg by the French to the
British fleet 8 days betor" this letter was vrltten - July 18.1158.
Ft.Cumberland vas located l...,al' Amherst-N.S. and Louisboul'g was on Cape Breton
ISland'''hich 115 the eastern p~rt of Nova scotia not sho"n on map.
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Sir Willia. Edward Parry.1790-1855, Bri tiah Arctic explorer
and Rear Admiral. He entered the Royal Navy in 1803 at the age
of 13 Bnd served ducing the NapoleOnic wars.His claim to faille
v•• on three voyages in the Canadian Arctic in search of the
Northwest Passage, 1819/1820, 1821/1823 and 1824/1825. I t vas
on thill last voyage that he vrote the letter vhile his ships,
HHS HECLA and FURY verelyin\l in Davis Strait off DiscO laund,
vest coast of Greenland .On a previous voyage, Parry had learn
ed froasome Inuit Indiana that there vaa a Iltrait vest of Lan
c ••tsr sound that lead to ths Arctic OCean ,vhich turned out to
be Hel vi lIe Strd t and HcClure Stra it. But, he on.! y got as far
as Melville Island Yhen he became blOCked bv the ice and the
FURY vas da....ged and had to be abandoned.Taking the crev and
vhat he could stow frOIll the FURY he sailed back toE~gland.SEf:

map above tor route at the Northwest Passage. parry lIlade on~
1Il0re voyage in 1827 frolll Spitzbergen to reach the North Pole,
but tailed.William Edvard Parry died July 8/9/ 1855.

William Edward Parry

L

Arctic Exploration and the Search for the Northwest
Passage in the First Half of the Nineteenth Century .

Will. R. parry wri tes to hi s triend, Judge WI 1k I ns In Nova Scot 1B" under da tel i ne Of
WH. H. Ship. lIec1a/Oavls Strai t [JUly 1824] W••• You wi 11 ha vo hea rd ,I doubt not, of
moat of my pUblic proceedings since I vas In Nova scotia, they have not been alto
gether successful, thank God, and yet ...e have not you viII say, made any groat shov
in the Geography of the Northern Regions, for the length of time ve have been about
It.with respect to our mllin object,the history of a navigable passage betveen the
Atlantic &. pacific oceans to the North of the American Continent- ...e can only as
yet be said to have discovered ...here it Is J:!..2.!., ...hich Is at least something done;
for the pioneering must be done by somebody,and had ve left off attempting it at
th Is stage of the bUllj:1 ness. so.ebody else, perhaps of another nat ion, .ight have
stepped in to reap the fruits of our labour and experienced vhat. our absence of
success nov is, it 1II d1 ft lcul t to say, tor the naviga t Ion Of the$e seas is a I toge
ther or too precarious a nature to round IIny calculation upon,butI conress thllt I
a••ore than usually sanguine,and I can only prolllise that the Enterprise shall
not bellbllndoned vhile a hope appears to re.ain of Ultimate lind cOlllp1ete success.
Our present attempt is to be by vay o[ Lancaster Sound <lnd Prince Regents Inlet,
fr-o....hicb latter place "'e hope to penetrate the ice to that part of the Coast of'
..... rtca 00 vbich Franklin {Sir Joh.n J pertor-ed his l<lte navigation on •••• Ar rlln
gements have been made for a ship to Calle round to Dhering'S Strait (Alaska) to
meet us vith provisions, in caseot our succeeding,and requiring a supply to take
us onvard ~
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CAPT _PAlUI'l" S ROOTI IIlI H_H. SHIPS HECLIl. AJm Fml:Y IN 1824-25.
_ PURY •S llOtrl'B .• IUtL1 gp ·SBIPS IWUTE V..U. RUDIe STRAIT.

Tbls letter lias Carrl@(l
!ro.. the Canadhll Acetic:
by tne ""pply shIp cetur_
ning to England In July
1824. I l "<III forwarded by
C.l'lartyc who endorsed it
"forwarded by C_Hartyr
vho hopes he Is not .. 11:.0
".ther l'orgotten by hh
friends in N.S.( Nova
ScotlaJ~ lind plilc:ed it
in the _ails in London .
It ....all lIIi1.rked 'lith ... red
"T.P·Greenwich" t'lO
penny POllio lIIal:k1ng. "2"
pene. rata hllndstallo a/lC!
August 9 1824 dat.stamp
of the London We.$t dist
rict.The letter vall sent
on the Falaouth packet
Princess =:ll7.ab.tn Which
doatHU'Uld Falmouth on
AUgUllt Hi and "rrlvett It
HIIII tax on Septe..ber21
18Z4.The cover vas rat",d
for packet ·postage of
211h 7d sterling or 2sh. 7d
currency and Dostmilrked
at. KaUfa:>. t.ef"ore being
re-d j rected t.o Windsor.
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John Franklin's 1845 expedition
to find the northwest passage

Sir John Franklin (1786-/847) Was on English explorer and Bri/ish RLar Admiral who proved Ihe
exislence of a Nor,hwnt Passage (a water roule from the At/anti<: Ocean w the Padfic Ocean
through Conada). /n /819/0 1812. FronlcU" surveyed pari oflhe nonhweslem COllodian coast enSI
offhe Coppermine River. 0" 0 second =pedilion..!rom J8]5 to 1827. Franklin uplD1-"d Ihe Nonh
American coast from Ihe maUlII of/he Mackenzie RiveT. in norlJrweslem Canada. westward 10 Palm
Beechey (Alasbl).ln 1845. rI,e third ondfinal expedition in whU:h he losl his life. Franklin sailed
from gngl,mdwith two ships and 118 men to Canada in srorch ofo Northwe$/ Passage. All members
ofIhe expedition pen"shed when both ships became trapped In ice. The last sighting occ"red on Ju(v
26. J845 by who/i"8 ships. wlJich did nor lau any letters. but later filed an official refX'rI.



MAP of' tbe route of' tbe
Pr~Dk1in z.peditioD.
nD line is route froa
England to D~vis Strait
and Whale Fish Island.
BLOE line i8 route to
BEECHEY ISLAND via Lan
caster Sound,near s.w
corner of N. Devon Isl
and. See i n.ets of Map.
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A letter dated -.:Ju~y 8, 18-45 at Wba~e Piab laland- in Davia Stu.it,betveen
Baf'fin Tslilnd and Greeland to England,carried by favour frOM Will. Rhodes ,a
seallliln on H.M.S.Terror on Frilnklin'lliast voya'ile of exploriltion to the
Arctic.The expedition salled from England the latter part of May ilnd at
Whille Pish Island the sUpply vessel Barretto Junior transferred her cargo
to the Terror and the Erebus. The supply ship returned to England vi th a
packet of letters frOM Franklin and the crev.This lias the last communica
tion f'roM the expedition.Very fellletterSilre In private hilnda fro. this
exped 1t Ion. Rohdes' letter is s iaply addressed "Kiss 1\a te Shi ngleton· .

AN OOtsTANDlI"O 1.ETTD. FROM SlIl.lOliN I'JlAlIXl..lWS lAST VOVAGEOf' EllJ'I..OaAlION

The fnur _ ~ til WhAk FilII ls!mttJ ill tMDavis $lnUt.mid! iI 1ocrlt«/ l1«wfttf &.f{itt IsIDnd
tuIl1 Grrnrlmod. The ""nUT. W"tlIu- Rltodu, >0.. a f"t#Y offi«r"" tile H.M$. -rnTtN'~duriJlg Si,
JoI", F,.,nkfin·& lasl """"P c(o:p/onItion.. ~ I,,"" _ can-I«J prlwIldy by lile rm.millg nlpp/y
"",&&,,1 which lIad trolUjernd her <:a'1fO 10 tM 'Te,",," <JIfd "Enbu& ". 7JI. &upply &ltip rthirnrJ '"
E"gla"d witlt 0 pacu/ ofle/leNi from F,o"kJin atld tlte cr"",_ TIl;' ......, Ih" /lUI commu"lcation from
me apedltion.~ leUt:r rI!DIh In ptut. ,.Wi: tuTiW!d offt1Ie&i: IJlaNls last Wed"udny bul did no! g'"
"'10 u..1Iarl1otu ""tif f-rlJI4y lIIOI1Iingp _ could _ [1Ifd lite 1torlJour... N'i: MI'f11uJd " I'fJr)' "",gh
pauap 0IIt._ W" linpIlg 10 rJi&cJu,p rM tTr1Il$pO'1 iIr thIJ ItarlIow /JIfd I1tDt &hi! kava IU and
IIIIJtD 1ft:T ""'Y"-- WeMrwjM&tgw 1IDJfaf<J'IIT -:r or tJoat iI 10....., luJ1ftUF tU _ &1uIll bI! obi"
to~ thIJ__. W.."""'" Itod lou ofbroknt~wltJI.- ""'" Itup burp.ftlCh tU a ",iI" round_
Ilhin!"", will ttOlMarfrom _ ""y _ore"Nil_ "17'ive hoIItfI ... P.5. W" an all wry Itoppy iIr 1M
ship. W" hlNf! good QjfiCI!r'& In Iter a"d Ihal maki!S II.t camjonnt!le. After "'" havt' c1fJfJJ'"fJd IltelroM
port we hlNf! 3 .VI!an &IQCk I" &Iar,,··.

•

, t
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THE WESTERN MAILS

American Revolution
SUP£RB HISTORltAL RICHARD H(~RY LEE W~RTIHE ~lS TO fElLOW SIGNER
WllLlAA IIIlIPPLE CO/ICERIHHG THE D~Y MD NIGHT ~TT~(KS STIll SEING
1lAll[ 81 PRI~AT([RS SMCTlOllEO el eRllAIN [YEN AFTER THE CAPlTU_
LAllOH AT IDRKTOOH. HE HENTIONS THE DISPLAY OF VALOR 8Y THE
T(MjSMEH Df fEltOO SHiNER SAHUEl AD.I.IlS IH REPlIlSING SUCH AN ~n~CK

LH. RICHARD HENRY, Sisnec 01 t~o o.duotl"" of Independence. Aut09'"P~

Lettor sllne~. J p.g... _10, (h.nI1l11In Vlcglnh. Ju1111. lie" 10 fellow
Sign", WI H ... lIhlppl~ In Ho. H'ql.~lre. "Judglng or 10U' h..ct by .y own. I
connot .up"".e thH elt~er of u••111 <onc~he ou"ol.e••egleete. b1'0 In..c·
cupted <orr..poo~eoco 10 th. p....nt st.t. of IMng•• 11 .....<1 00".lnl1 I><
._ oto•• ct... tII.n negl~<t wh!th t'n p"'du," ,ut~ ." ~ff"t bet ~n too
pec.on. wl>o.. fd~nd.oip I.,found~d 0" .irtu.. tcled ln '~'e,.. t II ,. ror.y
put. I "",U co..e 10 live befo.. I eo..e to 10•• too« R,oud p.tcfoU wflO
.....,.. I toned ln t~e .ine1ard of ......clt." LII><'t1 ••. We h... Indee., " 10U
ob..c.~••uff~c~d our p.rt of the c.h.1tl~, or wac, ..d I .hO it ",y fuml.h
•• with tho b~H ~10d of i""",._"t .... lch Is l..mt In t~~ «0001 of .d.... Hy,
Tou Illy .n b1 the pUbll.h~d c..ol ... of Oor .........11 thH t~~ lut ."hed
delu.lon .t Hew Tock 10 not l1~~ly to ,..ke • g,ut.. 1"",.... 1"" h~,.. th.n the
old on.. h.d dooe. I fur th.t ouc en... l•• h..~ not 1H dc.n~ deep enough of
tUp of .Isfoctune to prndueo In tlleir olnd•••~clo•• d.. l,.. of p..c~ upon
hOnp"ble .nd a""i<..bl~ .to""" .nd no doubt tile .H.lc of to~ 12th of A~rl'
i" th~ W. lndl .. w111 .e,"~ to fostoc toat ,p1dt of pdde .nd d"",lnltlon which
tanoat fill to brin9 C. Bc1ttln 1"", lnd~~d. The CtpituhtiM of ,o.k hIS f..~d
u' frMl ...to o~p",.. ion, but we cootinu~ to bf: lnf~$l~d wito pel.It.." .nd
ot",og b.cg~. that ... ch Injur~ ouc b.y .nd ri.~c ....~1s, ond p..ler 0"' ,hoco.
"t.....11 .1t~ n19~t cabberi...nd d'1 .urprl .... Th..e cc",,' 'co ... d~ up of
..fug~e., n.gcoe, .nd .uch .. f11 fr.,.. <I.ll Justlte. wlIo u"d.c I~' ,"nct!"" of
ecitl~~ c~i.,lon••c. w.rrlog upon women .nd <~ildr~n••t~.11nQ cloto•••nd
nog"''' .n~ c.....1ttln~ eve'")' outc.g. thlt 'h.nt~ ct" furnl.~ to•• w1th .n
OPIKI'lun1t1 of perll.trat!n~. Tou. tile ""rot pu,ion. of ~,"""n nHuce ..~ let
100.. to thrive undec Ine pttroo.so of c.org~ to. third, defendec of tno f.1I0
tnJly! T"" of th... bacg" .fIo 60 or 10 ...n .tol~ uop~ccehod to~ oth.. nlgol
u?On. 8oston bd9. lo.dod out w!t~ fl"",., fcOll Alu.ndd •••n~ neor th~ "",utO
of the rl.e' Pot_to The bc1g ~.d 18 ","n only, .nd found t~e ~lcu.. under
th.lr 9uns b.fo,.. th~1 '0.... of th~lr .~p'o.ch. A ....,. conton In.u~d, In
.hlch the brt.~ 80otoni.n. contended with <puc••nd unnonb.ll 10...".., wlt~

th.l. hondo lnto to. plcUlt.l .~"elo. It end.d ln copul<1n9 tho plrlt..
wHO I~~I, 10'" f.w mn t~an JO ~l11M ~ ""und~d. Th~ t'~\lI" .nd ... Ie 0'
th~ bd9 wer~ ""und~d .nd on11 one .. 110' killed. Wh~" 10U wcft~ 100"' good
fri~nd, S. Ad .... ~.q. cM9rttullt~ hl .. on Ih~ dhph1 of .. loc b1 hi< be•••
town....n... EIoctor L.. 1. tt Cong.......nd I hop< he wl11 corc_(..pond! ~llh

1au. God bl... 10u. hc....,l1. Rlth.rd H~n'1 t ... •

The affair of the 12th of April in the West Indies was
capture of the French forces under Comte De Grasse by
British Admiral G.B.Rodney,which shocked the Americans.
The S.Adams mentioned above is Samuel Adams,also a sig
ner.The Dr.Lee referred to is Dr Arthur Lee a deleoate
to the ~ont;nental Conoress from Viroinia 1781-84
Richard Henry Lee,1732_1794.played an important part in
the movement for Independence from Great Britan.It was
Lee who made the motion on June 7,1776: "That these
united Colonies are, and of right ought to be.free and
independent States;that they are abSOlved from all all
egiance to the British crown;and that all political
connection between them and the State of Great Britain
is,and ought to be ,totally dissolved."
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BARBARY PIRATE WARS
ALGERIA 1815

"United States Consorate
Tunis January 17tll 181S"

Sir On the 15th inst the private armed Schooner Abaellino Captain Wier of
Six guns and seventy Six men anchored in this Bay in twenty nine days from
Doston ~ bringing papers to the 13th December. From the Captain I have learnt
tt,,,t sev",ral other vessels destined to cruise against the commercE: of the
enemy were about entering the strieghts [of Gibraltar] and as the ports of
France Spain &. Italy were closed against their prises their object was t-o
send them in to such Ports in Barbary [States] friendly to the United States.

The Abaellino had captured under Cape de Ga-c [Spain] the English Schooner
Nancy from Liverpool bound to SicIly with a valuable cargo of dry goods and
had ordered her for this Port. She has not however arrived.

In order to ascertain the disposition of tllis Government in permitting Eng
lish prises tQ.be brought in and SOld 1 had an audience with-tho first Minis
ter and the Minister of Marines. In reply to my inquires 1 was tOld that Eng
lish Prises may be brought in and safaly deposited in the Canal under the
protection of thefr Guns but they could not give anya assurance that they
might be sold stating however that the United States shOUld be placed On
the same footing as was prescribed for France.

Refering to the measures adopted towards that Government I found that
French FrivategrS vere alloved to bring in and sell prises until the English
Government in _ making a strong remonstrance against such steps effected an
arrangement by which French privateers vere prohibited from bringing and
disposing of their prises.I have however reason to believe that this arrang
ement contemplated and specified French Privateers only and which circum
stance "ill give to American Cruisers an opportunity of bringing in and
safely depositing their prises until the British Govt authorise and empover
their agent to exclude the Americans likewise. This arrangament if made
viII take time to effect in the me<lnvhile no impediment exists to prises
being brought into any Port in this Kingdom.

I hasten to acquaint you vith this circumstance as the information may be
useful and I have to request that you vill do me the honor in the next advises
to Government to apprise them of it.

'there are very fevBritiSh vesselsO[ War at present in the Mediterrane<lll
and the Engli"h commerce i.n ,these vatel·S is extensive and valuable every pro
tection viII be given to pUblic and private armed vessels of the Unitco:!
States arriving in this Port and its neutrality viII not beviolat.ecl with
impunity.

I am informed by the Commander of the Abaellino that the private arme~

Brig the Warrior had captured near Gibraltar an English Brig of war and two
ships under her convoy"

H.M.Noah

His Excellency! W.H.Cr<lwford"
~.
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~JOHN ADAMS PHILADELPHIA OCT 7 .1774

"_·ro", ".'retched vapourlng of your T=ls who lire the ...or~t enemi"" of m""kind
-.:h·3t eve.. d1.s.~t""c"d the hum... n figur",H"ad and """.t,ar" ridIculous ..notlgh _
They "re 1 11 ughed dt ;,y "ve"y Ii..n of senss here _ Grmts here know better the
stste of 3r1t,,1n and A~erlc~. -
But t can t .. 11 them, for thetr cO!JIfort. thllt Brltal.n h8.8 neither Troops nor
money to ""gage tn " twenty years war wIth all North Ano..::!c...
I am ...""ured by ""verat Gentle_n here ""rf"ctly "c'luain~ed ",i:h ~he Brit.ish
Army, t.hat. t.he whole seventy Regiment.s now in bein!! do nOt. lIJ1Ico"nt. t.o 27,000
,oen - 12,000 of t.hf8 '1Iust. remain In Ir"land _ 50lIl0 are in the Weat. IndIes _
Som~ in Gibralt.er ~ S~e in Minorca _ Some in England and 'O~e 1n America
It. is t.herefore cert.ain t.hey cannot with their present Army pretend ~o figh~

America at land - To talk of Hano~erlans and Hassions! . Will the Britiah
Nat.ion atripped of the C~erce of the Colonies, ra18S her MIllions by new
T8~ea to pay Germans _1_ The poor delouded abandoned Torls in Boston.knew
nOt. t.het'" Sltn"-~'on. _ They are pushing, with all t.heir-malice for meas
ur"," that if pursued "ill CQ,;t them very dear _.

Apparently the first page of a letter entirely in the hand Of John Adams
not signed. In this remarkable fragment of aletter-,written 6 months and
12 days before the battle of Lexington/Concord and the beginning of the
Ameri"an Revolution,Adams writes in detall,the reaSOnS why England can
not win a war in North America,while it's troops are scattered ar-ound
the ....orld.
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THE LOUISIANA PURCIIASE

The history of the Louisian<l Purch<lse is one of the most complex and. interesting
periods in the annals of North America. From its discovery by Coillmbus it W<lS a
continual struggle for conquest by England,France and Spain.Follolling the
American Revolution the United States emerged as the dominant force in sh<lping
the geograph i c and pol i tical map of North Amer ica. (See map showi ng the expans i On
of the United States from 1776 to the Rllssian cession of Alaska in 1867).
On April 9,1692, Robert C<lvelier de La Salle ,took possession of Louisiana in the
name of King Louis XIV for France. The city of New OrleanS ..as fOllnded in Febrllary
1718 by Siellr de Bienville,whomade it the seat of the government of Louisiana.On
November 3, 1762,Lollis the XV presented the "country known by the name of Louisian<l
as lIell as NewOrleans",as a gift,to Charles III of Spain.

Thirty_eight years later,by the treaty of San Ildefonso on October 1,1800, spain
retroceded the Colony of Louisiana to France. Napoleon had convinced Charles IV
of Spain,that if France acquired Louisiana again, it would serve as a protection
for Spain's Mexico and Texas. The treaty had been kept secret because peace had not
been signed with England. Thus Spain continued to occupy and administer Louisi<lna
for France. Because of the strategic location of New Orleans near the mouth of the
Mississippi River,the Spanish authorities made it difficult for the Americans to
have free access to the Gulf of Mexico.They could seal off the port to all commerce
and navigation on the Mississippi.

By October 1, IBOl ,Napoleon Bonaparte had decided to take possession of Louisiana
and reconquering Santo Domingo and the island of Hispaniola from the blacks.For
this purpose he sent General Leclerc with a large army which failed to take Santo
Domi ngo. Lee lerc died <lnd was succeeded by General Dona t ien Rochambeall (See Lassau t
to Rochambeau letter Sept.30,1803).By November 1803 the blacks had driven the
French from the island and Rach<lmbeau had surrendered to the BritiSh fleet.
As soon <IS the treaty of Amiens lias signed with England in 1802, General Victor[Duke
de Bellune and Marshall of France] was appointed captain_general and pierre Clement
Laussat colonial prefect of Louisiana. Laussat arrived from France at New Orelllns on
March 26, 1803 after avoyage of fifty_eight days to the mouth of the Mississippi. Bllt
before Victor had completed hfs preparations in Holl<lnd, his four ships were impris
oned in the ice and he was un<lble to move. Victor never reached New Orleans and the
administr<ltion of the COlony was left in the hands of Laussatt, The windS of war
were blowing over Europe and the tre<lty of Amiens was already falling apart and the
United States was negotiating with Napoleon to purchase the port of Ne~' Orleans and
the Floridas.

Shortly after his arrival at New Orleans,Laussat began to hear rumors that France
had sold Louisiana to the United States. As late <IS September 30,1803,he had had nO
confirmation of the treaty of Paris on April 30, 1803,which ceeded the colony to the
United States.(See Laussat to Rachambeau letter) President Jefferson had allthorizecl
Robert R.Livingston to purchase the port of New Orleans and the Floridas . MllCh to
Livingston's surprise, Napoleon offered them the entire colony of Louisiana inclUd
ing Ne.... Orleans but excluding the Floridas.The price was $ 14,997,268.96 In addit
ion to this mllst be added the cost of sllrveying this enormOllS piece of North America,
which amounted to $ 8,216,298.75 for a grand total of :;, 23,213,567.71.

Napoleon Bonaparte ratified the treaty of cession to the United St<ltes on May
22nd without waiting for ratification by the U.S. On that very same day war broke out
between France and England. Probably the reason for selling Louisiana was the fear
that it might be seized by the English and Napoleon'S need for money to continue his
plans to conquer and unite Europe under the flag of France. Napoleon personally pre
pared the third article of the treaty ,Which read, in part, "'This accession of territ
ory strengthens forever the power of the United States ,and I h<lve jllst given to Eng
land a maritime rival that will sooner or later hU.lllble her pride. n

Clement de Laussat represented France ....hen he reCeived Louisiana from Spain on Nov
ember 30th and then transfered this enormOllS domain to the United States on December
20,1803. He had adminstered the colony for France for only twenty days.
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The Ictl~r ~h"...n aoo", w"'" WTiIt"n by Robert lIarr'f, a cr.illan doctor
auachfd to the British army in St.. Vincent, Wtst Indifll. It Is dalfliM'<!PENSACOLA "Cnmp oj O.... ,,,j S<lble, /.tIll, Docember, 1m", addrfSSfd 10 his wit" at
Sl. AUllu~tin", t:a.~t t1orilla, where it aniVfd April 5, 1773, after a Ion8 and
''<Irled journty. The Ii",t ~tage ofthe journey was probably by an army boat
rrnrn!'.t. Vincent 1<0 Kin,l(l<lnwn, J"",aica. Here it enterfd the mai1ll and WN

fndoDed •....1ndward l~lands', ratfd 4d to I"'",,,,rola, Wesl ~lorida, pillS 4d rrom there to CllariK Town, SOuth
Carolina 'In all 8<1", The nralght Une pi)IItmarks offach post otrw:e ~JAMAlC4. - PENSACOLit - CllARLES!
TOWN _ .......re a'hted .... th.. letter pa._d IhroUlth. AtCharlesTown thf"ln aU 8<1" w""scrol1fd out and rfrated
'1/SK (I ~hilling 8<1) and furwarded u""r1und to tit.. Augu~tinc. 11,e I shilling was for thel""t I", Mthe.lourntyvla
the o".. rland post road to St. Augustine. A '"ery roundabout way but the British mail packeUl did not stop at
51. Augustine atlllat Ilmf. It Should be noted that the writerendorsed tile address sllcet"1'rIMIt'<lyqfCaro!i'la
or Gcnrgl,,", In the letter he wrote "PIIol is rome I<J !ell me !he Bonl ;s just {}()itl9 I<J lUlil: /Iud !he b/l...-d tllM th4
MI"rs "rI' oMilllvllo I!~ I"" I",,, ",."hl ""." 11,," """,.,...r wa. towed out tI> the "Bonl" hy the nfttl\'l'sthroulth the
hca,y turf.

The IIritlsh had acquired the ~10ridall_ East and West _ from Spain by theTreaty orl'aris In 1763 and then
retroceeded them back to Spain by the Treaty or Versailles In 1783.
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San Agustin de III Florida 28 de Enero de 1785

AI mas estimado y benerado hennano. Me alegrare que al rccibo de esta sc haye go:amdo de una
cabal salud. Como yo? para mi desoo en eompailia de tu espo~ y demilS famili:!.la mia de Dios
Graci:! no es muy buen:!.

lIennano. no pido menos si no es que tu te has h<:cho d cargo? de que yo soy muerto por razon
de que he e~n1tn tres cartas y de ninguna de In Ires hc tenido la mas cor? Contesta hasta cI
[illegible] y que no he de estar toda la vida en cI paraje en donde eSlo>' y por [illegible] estn es
??? de]a Vohml:!d de Dios todo cI mas minimo modo que me han ocupado y me esta eompando?
me ha de abonar olvido 0 eunlesquiera que se estn olgando con mi dinero. Al mi~mo liempo he
abierto por Un sujelo que me ha escrilo una carta que habias eogido quinientos pesos pam
SOSlenenne en cI paraje donde estoy. Dios Ie guarde y Ie de diez anos de vida y que Ie proleje?
bien con mi dinero}' yo pasando millrabajos sin habenne mandado 10 que te maude pedir. Mira
hennano que no son diez ailos 105 que tengn que sOlX'rtar?? sino menos y si ?? fueras hennano
que irias por los luyos no estuvierJn ni tnmpoeo tres anos por que con mil pesos que lU me
mandaras coscguiria la licencia. Esto es antes que yo eumpliera los 25? Ailos que dando estos al
Contador me daba mi liceneia y me fueTa para mi patria. queda con Dios y por una d
conlestacion de esle tu infeliz hennano.

francisco Arjona.

San Agustin de la Florida 28 January 1785

To the most esteemed and venerated brother. I shall be happy ifulX'n the fC<:eipl of Ibis letter you
arc enjoying good health. It is my wish thai you arc in the eompany of your wife and family. My
own [health?]. by the Grace of God. is nOI very good.

Brother. I only wonder if you have thought thai I died because I h;ive wrillen Ihree letters and
have nOI had a reply 10 any of them. I do not plan 10 ~pcnd Ihe rest of my life in this place. or is it
God's Willlhat I remain here forgotten while olhers ;ire enjoying my money? Al the samc time I
have heard from an individu;il who hilS "Tilten to me lhat you had taken five hundred pesos 10
sUPlX'rl mc in Ihis place. May God guard yOll ond prolect yOll. and give you len more ycars of
life. while yOll have my money and I am having a \<cry hard lime because you haven't sent me
whall asked for. Look brother. it is not ten years thall have to endure here bUlless. and if you
were a brolher thal looks after his own kin it wouldn't even be Ihree years. because ifyou send
me a thousand pesos I could obtain my license [permit to leave or discharge papers]. This is
before Ilttm?? yenrsold. and by giving iliO the Conilldor [accountant] he would give Ille a
lieensc 10 leave for my country. Remaining with God and wailing for all answer 10 this you
unhappy brother.

Fnmei;;.,o Arjona.

NOle: This is not a IilerallrGnslmiol1 The orixi",,1 is ....rillen in old Spani!>'h and Ihere are sewral
mis;Iing lind illegible words. This is my inlerprelalion oflhe e.l·slmlial meaning oflhe leI/cr.
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BALIZE- SHIP

BALIZ£. TEllRITORY OP ORLEANSThill w"" the isolated abodeofthe rj'-er l'ilot..located in
Ihe lIOuthe""t p&.'\A or the moulh of Ihe Mississippi Rive•. Situatnlln a boundlelll. swamp with
no n.m land In slghL llere the shiPI'. going up the river to Ihe JIOri of New Orleans, would take
on a PiioL

The POOl officewll.'l estahlished In the Ihird quarterofl807 and before September 13th ..f
thai year. It wll.lld~onllnuedIn 18180r llll9and then re-establillhed on September2I,I854.
TIle PUlII Ornee Department carried il <", the book!l uniH it Wall finallyclOlled oa June 22, 1866.
The town III no longer In exilltence.

The folded leuer showa abo"" was wrilLea onboard the ship llathe which Wall laying at
anchor nea, the pilot IOWI1 of Bali." on NU''''mbcr 7, 11107.



THE 'VESI'ERN MAILS

SPANISH WEST FLORIDA 1805

Historic letter written trom B~you Sarah,west Florida,July Ist.180S
by David Br~dtord,to his triend D~vid Redick.He states that he has
been in New Orleans for several months and that "I was admitted
without hesitation or ditticulty in the Superior Court ot the Tery.
of Orleans & prospects opened flattering enough",but he had then
been laid up with Disentary.He had planed to move his tamily to New
Orleans but~The Yellow tever which annualy has visited that place
forbade an idea of that kind.I only meant to spend a few months to
become familiar with the modes of practice under their new laws &
mode of Government - Until it should become embraced in the Bosom
of the Union[U,S,].We have not here learnt one vord respecting the
result of Mr.Hunroes Embassy.Whether the Spaniards to give up peace
ably & quietly as far East as the River perdido Which appears to me
to be the Point to which that Nation{Spain]ought to uncede without
altercation under the terms ot the treaty of St.Elde!ondso _ The
words of said Treaty being - "And as was formerly held by the French"
- It Is established & known that the French held to that River form
erly.I have seen all that has been said in public prints on this
subject - Vouchers & documents. Much chaff has been offered to the
public:but the truth is,as I can gather it that the U.S. from their
(purchase of Louisiana from France)are entitled to claim & insist on
a right as far as the Perdido.[spain Claimed West Florida to the
Mississippi River and the U.S.claimed the land south of the 31st
par~lell and west ot the Perdido River to the Mississippi as p~rt of
the Louisiana Purchase.This was solved when Spain gave up her clai.,
to the Floridas by cession to the U.S.Feb.22,1819}. I persume Hr.
Monroe[Presldent James] has been influenced to purchase East florida
that the U.S. [may have no claimslto obstruct Post Roads & other
communications In the Body of the U.S .. In the strip where I live I
see great inconviniencies, _ true the Post passe. but it may be
obstructed ~t any moment the Spani~h Govt.may say you shall not pass
-ShOUld this t_ke place _II co~unication by l.nd is cut off betveen
the Seat of Gowt,& New Orleans & in short every part of the U.S.It
is all important to the U.S. to have at least Baton ROUge District
to preserve an uninterrupted Passage from N.Orleans into the interior
of that Govt.- It may be said the U.S.can pass their.mail on the
South side of the Mississippi _ trUe they can:but attended with great
difticulty & expence as well as delay.Those can only be acquainted
who know the country. I am anxiously alive to hear the result at
Monroes Embassy In Orleans Politics ran pretty high.Democrat
arranges himselt against aristocrat & all seem to be in a fog they
know not what they are sqabbllng about.Tho.Jetferson is a God & a
DeviL Let the afore going suffice tor Politics ~

SPAIN had Claimed and occupied Florida trom 1513 to l763.when she
ceded it to England by the Treaty ot Paris.The British then divided
Florida into East and West Florida with the Apalachicola River the
mutual boundary. Then at the Treaty ot Paris 1n 1783.followin9 the
American Revolution.the Floridas were returned to Spain. Finally.
following the War ot 1812.Spain dropped her claims to west florida
and ceded East Florida to the united States on Feb.22.1819 - thus
uniting the Floridas under the stars and stripes.
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The RED LINE is
31st Paralell &
border between
W.Florida " t.he
Mississippi
Territory .

FORT ADAMS was established about 1798 and the post office about
le02.It vas located at the Loftus Heights.on the east side ot
the Mississippi River.in the S.W. corner oC the Mississippi
Territory. The cover above bears the earliest postmark dated
September 21.1803.The cover belov originated at Bayou Sarah in
what vas then Spanish West Florida on July 1st.180S.It vas
carried via the Post Road to Fort Adams and thence via the
Natchez Trace to Washington. It bears the type I postmark.SEE ~ap

above for location and opposite page for the historical content
o! the letter.

,

In the letter
David Bradford
complains about
the Post Roads
being obstructed
and the mails
delayed by the
Spanish and that
the U.S. should
get control or at
least the Baton
Rouge DistrIct.
Bradford had been
a leader in the
Whiskey Rebellion
in 1794. ,
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YNDJAS

Spanish America

I, "'''~'"" .. ,..~ ~ "",,,U) ,,( S!~'''' (nMIl 17r~ ""UI IHlW, ..1,,-"fI t'r~,~.., """IUlfl'd it by the >;«m t,."atyorSan
lId'''''n",. I~,,'~"'" "f tj,.. n~",n'"f thi. In':Uy S!",i" ~~""inued '" adminisl;e. the rolony unulJwot t..~ntl
d3)'" ,,"0... it "-as purt'ha.sed by tlMo United Statn on O«ftnber 20, lIMn.The~. sh....·n abo\....... used
during the Spanish rwriod and is the earliest kanduamped postm.....k in prn-ate han<15 fmm!.be Tran.
M_m,pp! ,\~ It '" dated at~ on-nson!.he 19th or April, 1790. The Th"DIAS isSpanish for Indlu
Ottldentales......anmg I\'eol: Indies.

eo...... shmo'n bdow OfiIjnated at New~ansonJanulll)' 18, 1791 and wall earried to I"nn~\iaSpain.
The p<>§tm.rlc ISlA" m: IlARLOn:.'"TO_ applied III Spa... in~atinllikat it came (rom the West Indies.
Ilol:h «»~NI a,." (rom th.. sa"'e t:OlT<'SpOllden<:1! add~ to Bordeau", Fran«. 'nil' manusc.iptratell of

16 and 24 a." th" pollia! C:hat8<"'::,;~;;;.::",,"=":.:':~:=_::.. = _

ISLAS DE
BAR LOVENTO
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hr. Durin,
BoraeaUJ(.

Sir and friend,

New orleans, January 18,1791.

you must heve received the letter whicn I wrote you in
duplioate, daten the 6th of "hi~ month, which infu~~eu you of my
misfortune: aince that time I have been a prisoner ~nd do not
know when I will be liberated. However, I hope that through
the attention you will ~iv~ tnis matter, I will soon recover
it (my liberty).

I repeat, my user friend, do not be disheartened, and usa
ell your friends and mine: make all possible sacrifioes; I wrote
to ~essrs. V. and P. French and nephews to essiet you with their
advice, ~d to loan you as much eo 200 louie if you need it: for
that purpose, I came to en a~reement witn kr. Kenneay. kesars.
Thomao and Gillette will help you as much as they can.

You have see~ from my two letter~ the manner in Which you
m~t work in oruer to arrange this affair as promptly as possible.
Please do not neglect anything.

Please show these [let.eroJ Which I have written you, to our
friend Picart.

BuSiness



AI

~. Durin

Bordeaux

IJy dear Durin,

New Orleans, April 19, 1790

Tho only motive for this letter 1s to confirm th~ quantity
of three thou.s=d [kilos 1] of ino.i,;l:o, amounting to 'f13125 ,

*(tournois ).

I 10111 sena you, at the next op,tlortunity, the bill of ladine::,

the packa.:;,:es of merchal1dise which I nave already loaded, and. must
load on board tho vessel, the Ne~tune; Captain, G. Lav~ancej

uestination, Boroeaux.

Sincerely yours,
LiY dear Durin

your friend

A. P ••lalsh

P.S. 'ole plan to leave, at tho latest, at th<.- eno of the month.

?S. Plo~se convey my res~ecte to kessre. ~ ana P. French and
Nephews; anti inforc them that ~. Kennedy has not yet disposed
of half of this merchano.ise ana, in conse"twnce, has not dis
chargea hi:; llebt to l.ir. 1;emarl<91;Yi we are in thE.. same situation;
I still have alot from our private ve~ture.

*ThiD is a partioular kind of louis.
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It WI5 very nice l.a1king 10 you yesterday. I am enclosing .._ ~_~ ............... ~ 'u

and from Spanish New Orleans that I ha\1: compiled over- the last seo.~ years I have
photos 01' copies offNery item. The Spanish period, from the Slandpoint of postal history,
stans in 1766 when the lim posta! system was established, and goes on 10 1805, wilen the
mail service finally ended. As per our discussion, I will gladly $hare my information with
you but since I'm working on a book on the same subject, I want to publish most of this
information in my book and not as separate aniele!. I hope you undcr$land my situation

LeoHamV
Four Cardinal Ln.
S, Pau!.MNSSI21

You mentioned in your leller Ihal the oval marking from New Orleans is mostly
known on maritime shipping documents. These documents are ship registers Ihat were

\ treated 8$ regular correspondence during that period and should be considered as mail. I
am including an anide on lhe subject that I wrote a couple of years ago explaining
everything with much more demiL

Just a few comments aboul the phOlocopies thaI you scnt me. Guerra-Aguiar
anicle is interesting but il has several errors. Firsl, the date of the co~r addre$sed to
Santiago de Cuba is very likely 1793 and not 1783 as widely reponed, $ince Juan Bautista
Vaillanl, the GO\"emOr of Santiago and addressee, Wali not there until about 1790.
Second, the Gulga and Licbre were but two of the dozens of mail ships used in the
Havana-New Orleans run o\·er almost four decade$. The first one was the POSlI//OII de La
HaboJlD that staned operating in 1766. It was purchased by Jose Antonio de Annona, the
PostlT13ster of Ha\"lIna, for I,SOO pesos. Regarding Mr Royd Risvold's two spectacular
eovers, that I've been very f;uni.liar with for several years now, I would like to make the
folloV>ing observations (I hope I don't sound tOO pedantic bul I am a lillie compuish-e ",ilh
details) The circular "}.'UEVA ORLEANS" nwlting, which is unique as far as I know,
Wali made in Hlwana in 1766 by Bias de Olivos New Orleans ar>d lhe Isle d'Orleans.
technically speaking, are on the eastern bank ofthc Mississippi and nol on the "West" as
stDted by Mr Risvold. In an)· case I have a 1784 cover with and YNDIAS handstamp
applied in Ne", Orleans so his letter is not the earliest. Also, the Spanish concept of
"Yndias" included the entire New World and not just the West Indies. In fact, most of the
YNDIAS markings from the 18th century appear on lellCfs to and from the Continental
Americas. On his secor>d covcr, that type of ISLAS DE BARLOVENTO handstamp was
used. exclusively at Cadiz in southwestern Spain. The manuscripl postal markings are not
on reales but on sous (prelfiously known as sols) applied in France Sixteen sous was the
single weight 1'3le from most places in Spain to Dordeaul<_ The rale of 24 however, is



r

Leo J. Harris
Four Cardinal Lane

51. Paul, Minnesota 55127
Telephone & FAX (651) 483-4692

EMAIl: Pp....m:'&mjoo,nct

January 23, 2004

What follows is the translation of pertineflt parts of the first two paragraphs in the
right-hand column of page 21, of ACADEMVS:

"The first marX with the legend "NUEVA JORLEANS was a round bronze
handstamp made in Havana by Bias de Olivos during April of 1766, for
which he received payment of ten silver pesos. The receipt [from Olivos]
which remained in the hands of Postmaster Badan has fortunately
survived until our days. This expenditure was also documented in the
accounting which Badan [the first New Orleans postmaster] prepared on
July 29, 1766. shortly after his arrival in New Orleans.

The first and only example known of this mark appears on a cover from
New Orleans to Bordeaux, sent April 19, 1790, in combination with the
handstamped marX YNDIAS. We wonder why this marX has not been
reported until amost a quarter of a century after its manufacture. There
exists a cover which left New Orleans in 1784, but this only has the marl<
YNDIAS. In generallhe use of all of these marl<ings during the eighteenth
century was a bit irregular:

Cheers!
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lcihrine
colony of
Louisiana

Hew Orleans, Frima~re 17, year 12
(December 10, 1803)

The Colon~al Prefect eg-heui6~aaa, ca~dant of
the ]Tench Government.
To tir. Duparc, commandant of the Pointo Coup~e

I am enclosine. Sir. the ord~r which I have issued concernine
the takiIlG of ,i)ossession of the French llepublic of Louisiana in
your uistrict.

I red.ched an agreement on it, in aavance, with til", co=i.ssaries
of S. ;,i. C. so that it W8.l:; issued by taEoir office, datea. the 12th
of Frimaire (December 4, 1803).

Sir, please comply with it and coni"irrn receiptLof this order1.

I am sending you several copies of my proclamation ana some
of my principal orders concerniD6 thi~ situatiwn.

If anythi~ saould come up in yow' territory, Which is worth
the trouble, please hasten to ~ive me an account of it.

If, in tili3 pc<cket, thttre arc some other thin.;s for th"
COllllllallaents of the Upper-Posts, it is in tJle hoi's that you will
iorwaru it to tnsp: I charge you with it, I CO~(l it of you
for I count on this to reaouble zeal for peaoe and &ood order.

continue to justify the public coni"idance waich you enjoy.

yours truly,

Luussat

FRENCH LOUISIANA

HlstoTie letter signed by Napol....n·s official represental ive. Pierre Clement Laussat.just ten days after Spain
had retroceded Louisiana to France. and t"n days before the formal transfer to the United States. [n the
letter Lau""at ad~-;""" the Comm'llIdant at PointCou~ "fSpain's formal transfer to Fran"" and end""""
cnpieJl of his prOClamation and 'principle orden; cnnceming this situation"~ the forthcoming transfer to
the United States.
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New Orleans, Septe~r 30, 1803

The Colonial Prefect at Louisiana, to General Rochaabeau, General
in chief and Captain-General of the island at santa Domingo at
Cape f'rance.

My letter, included herein, General, dates tram August 19 [1803].
On that day an excellent occasion arose to write to the Minister
at the Navy and the colonies, and I was quite pleased to take the
opportunity to info~ him iaaediately of my response to your
request.

Despite my orders and the pains I took, the cutter, the Terror,
bearer ot your dispatches, was very much delayed in setting out
again -- on account of making repairs, taking on provisions
[etc.], without Which, he maintained, he wouldn't be able to put
out to sea again. This extraordinary delay made me hope that
during the interval I would receive news from f'rance that would
favor your views.

I even put off setting sail for two days to see if the courier
from the northern part of America, which arrives here, overland,
every Thursday, might not still bring me a packet [or--some mail]
yesterday: nothing came tor me.

In the meantime, I've learned with a great deal of probability,
of the cession of Louisiana to the United States, but up until
now I have neither orders, nor instructions, nor official advice
of any kind.

If the cutter could have been loaded with flour, as 1 proposed to
him, I would have taken it upon ayself to send you soae: he told
ae it couldn't be done.

In the event that the Gover~nt authorises as to use my
resources to coae to your assistance, I would try at once to
combine the livliest and .ost eager zeal with the necessary
prudence; these resources, I must tell you, General, are tewer
than you would think.

I do not doubt that troa now on, my stay in this country will be
very Short.

I have had to complain excessively of C.e,n Candon, Lieutenant of
the ship, commander of the cutter, the Terror; this officer, with
some ridiculous claims, has shown the most scandalous
insubordination and the worst manners toward me. If I had been
in a less precarious position of authority, I would have been
torced by his behavior to deal severely with him, since he did
torce me to report his conduct to the Government. I hear,
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moreover, that he remains here, and, that {on his own authority?
-- or -- acting on his own authority?] he has passed the command
of his ship to hil; second, C~ Collinet, Ensign of an
unlllaintained [or -- out of service?] vessel. This step,
envisaged [-- or -- foreseen?] in all his relations [actions?
reports?), completes the description of C.e.n Candon.

At the same time, I render this justice to C.e.n Collinet; he
appears to ~e to be worth a good deal more than Candon. ~~,,_

I have the honor to salute you. ~~

Laussat" ~~/_ e.~

SEAL OF TilE KAR1NI:
COLONY OF LOUISIANA
ON REVERSE OF LETTER.

ADDRESS PANEL - NO POSTMARKS

j
,

>< "'•• c_.
•,

PROLOGUE TO HISTORY. SEE transliltion of Laussat' s letter to Genl. Raehambeau eo_an
ding at Santo Domingo. Apparently Rachambeau is in urgent need at flour - provisions
and military al;sistanee. LaUl;sllt is looking for news frail the northern part of America.
Probably from the french ambassador at Washington J:egarding the rumor that Louisiana
has been sold to the United Stlltes.AIso news to that effect fJ:om france. Laussat tells
Rachambeau that his "resources are fewer than you would tbink" - that there is no large

fOJ:ce that can cOllie to his assistance.
Laussat is presently in a "precarious
pos i t ion of author i ty". Genl. Victor,
who was to command, had not shown up
with bis troops and never did. Laussat
has no orders covering that situation
and no additional authority. He does not
know that the treaty ceeding Louisiana
to the United States had been signed at
Pads On Apdl 30th,just five months
previous to this letter of Sept. 30, 1603 .

Genl.Donatien Rochambellu WIlS the son of
Genl.Jean Baptiste DOnatien de Vimeur
Rachambeau ....ho had commanded the french
army, that fought wi th Geo. washington .
in Americas war fOJ: Independence.
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LOUISIANA

On OKembtr 20, 1803
the FTftlch n., came
down and Ihe lwJIest
..,al estate transactJon
in Americ:an history
..... wnclllded.
·7heA~.ftO(J

u'"'* ""U\m.w vp IJw
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1I-W.w. If rigIl(flerl
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mIII~ "'II iJw
1hoood £lftpire..-Id
..ftltr r«,,", &0~
A"'olII"Iat. ..lid t.Ucr __
~1Jw__ " ...""',

~" I• • iIlory /lad""""'.........
flemard ~\'oto,

a....... q{ EwpiJ"&

CoYer shawn .....
u.oed June 16, I804Juat
abuut sill: montM after
what has be(ome
known to history as
TIle LoIlbIaAa
hn:hue.
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NOR'!'HWESTTERJl:lTOaT 1787 - 1803.

Known 1I11 the Territory Northwest ot the Ohio River. It inCluded
"hilt beclIlIle pact of the Minnesota Territory and the states of
Wisconsin,Michlgan.lllinois •• lndiana and Dost of Ohio. and
ceased to exi at Feb. 28.1803. when Ohio became a state MU·ch 1 •
1803. Folded letter p05tDiIlcked Cincinnati 16 Nov. 1802 •

LQOISIANA/Missouri 1805/1812

Cape Girardeau 20 Jany 1806 - Free/Joseph Ferron/Post Master.
Post Oft ice lOCated in what WlIS then theLouisianll Territory.
thence toMissouri Territory December 7,1812.
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UPPER LOUISIANA 1810

ST. GEN'EVJEVE!up LOUIS[ANA Following the taking or J>OII'H"I5ion of the
Colony or louisiana from f'ranC<! at New OrleaM, Captain Amos Stoddard took
command ror the UnltM States at Saint louis on Mardi 3, 1804. This upper
country was known to the Spaniards "" Upper Louisiana. On October I, 1804. It
became Ihe DIstrict or lou"lana and July 4, 1805, the Territory of LoublanL
The cover shown above WlL'l used during this llL'lt territorial period On September
19. 1810 although it bears the designation or UP LOUISIANA. St Genev\eW'
t.>«ame part or the MlMourl Territory on 11.0 formation In 1812. It i!I raled liS a
double letter sheet at 20 cenl.O pcr sheet for o,...r 300 miles making a total of 40
C<!nl.O.
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fORT MADISON L ARKANSAS POST. In 1686 the french built a trading poSt
near the contluence of the Arkan,as & Mississippi rivers. By 1751
they had erected a tort about 30 miles up the Arkansas river, which
had to be abandoned because of the ever changing course of the river.
It was replaced by a post 6 miles above the mouth of the river in
1856 and named fort Desha.Then,at the treaty at Paris in 1763,france
ceded Louisiana to Spain.The spanish renamed it fort Carlos III. By
1779 they were torced to mOVe up river to the site of the first fort
and built a post .retaining the same name.In 1791 the inundation of
the river forced them to move a ,hart distance to higher ground and
erect a new post.which they named fort San Estevan.Then on Dec.20th.
1803 came the biggest change - the LOUISIANA PURCHASE.In January at
1804 the French turned over the post to the United States and Major
George B.Armistead assumed command and renamed the post fORT MADISON
atter the Secretary of State,The post was abandoned in IB12.Although
it had several names it was commonly referred to as "the post on the
Arkansas" or Arkansas Post.
In the folded letter Major Armistead writes to frederiCk Bates, the
Secretary of the Louisiana Territory,at Saint Louis,about relations
with the traders and Indians.SEE opposite page for typescript of the
letter.

/
"J~lA.L

)' . .

LOUISIANA. MISSISSIPPI

folded letter above originated at FORT MADISON in what was then
the Louisiana Territory.It was probably carried by military
courier to the Chickasaw Agency in the Missiasippi Territory,as
per pOstmark "Chickesaws Feb 9th IB09",rated 25 cents and for
warded to St.Louis.A post oftice was established in IB17 at the
settlement, which grew up near the tort, under the name Arkansas
Post or Arkansas.It was the tirst post ott ice in what is now the
state of Arkansas.In lB6l Arkansas joined the Confederacy and In
lB63 the town was almost destroyed by federal torces and was
never rebuilt. Thus ended Arkansas Post.
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KASKASKIA,INDIANA TERRITORY

KASItASIUA 30 April,180S,The area vas Urst settled by French fro ..
C",nllda around 1683.In 1703 the JesuIts built a mission on the point
of land formed by the confluence of the Kaskaskia and Mississippi
rivers. Out at this grell thevUlage that became the capitol Of the
Illinois country IIhile under French rule .In 1763 the area VllS ceded to
the BritiSh llnd in 1778 lias taken by George Hagers Clarke llnd becalle
part of the COlony of Virginia.
The POSt Oft ice VllS eStablished January 1,1800 vhile in the Northvest
Ter r i tory vhich becallle the Ind i ana Terri tory JulyS. 1800. On MarCh 2,
1809 it becalle part at the nevly formed territory at Illinois. Cover
vas used "April 30.180S.While in the Indiana Territory.
Eventually the Mississippi River viped out the original site and
the tovn vas moved to higher ground.
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PORT ARMSTRONG vas established in May of 1816 in vhat vas then
the Illinois Territory.Located on the lover end or Rock Island
in the Hississippi River.lt vas part of a chain of forts rro.
St.Louis to Fort Snelling to control the Indians and encroach
ment or British traders from Canada.There was no post office
and mail cOllllllunication vas mostly through St.Louis.The post vas
abandoned by the lIIili tary Hay 4,1836. It is nOW the Rock Island
Arsenal.

Folded letter originated at Fort Arlllstorng Septelllber 25,1820 and
vas probably carried outside the mails to Nev york as per post
lIIarl<: NEW YORK NOV 16 PAID. Major Morrill Harslon,commander of
the post vrites to a rolative:" .. in consequence of the hostility
of the Winebago Indians two of Illy men ...ere shot and scalped by thelll
a short distance from the Fort; they passed out of the garrison vith
an axe for the purpose or cutting a gun rod & probably did not discov
er the Indians until t;hey were fired on. The murderers have been del
ivered upby the chiefs of their nation, and are now vell ironed &. in
close confinement at this place,the only cause they assign for their
conduct is, that some of their people ...ere killed by the ...hites sev
eral years since .... The In<:Uans in the vicinity of the garrison have
al ...ays been friendly,it is only the winebagos ... that I have ever
had trouble with ... As I have .. an opportunity of sending to St.Louis
has offered ... " ThUS this letter ~'as carried to St.Louis by someone
going that way.Marston died March 9,1831. SEEoppositepage
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A'*ansa8 Territ0'll

UTT1-E ROCK Arkansas wu OfiIjnally in the l.c>uisiana Pu",hage and~ part or the
M.......ri Territory in 1812. On July 6, 1819 it became the Arlcan5u Territory, ha,ina: been eut
fmm lhe Missouri Tf1'rlIory. The two .,.,,,,,D shown wen ..-:I during this lau territorial period.
Arkansas became astateonJune 14. 18J6. The Little Rock Post Olr~wa!Iestablished April 10,
,.".

J

m·,,.. "



THE WESTERN MAlLS

FRAY JUNIPERO SERRA
On March I, 1931 a statute or Father Serra Wall placed in the Nationa/llall or
Fame In the Capitol or the United States. A desen...d memorial to a pioneer
missionary who rankl with the greatest in American history.
On Augu.t 22. 1986 at San Diego, the u.s. Postal Service will rurther
commemorate the memory or JUn;p<lfO Serra with the issuanCi!ofa 44 cent Air
Mall.tamp.



PADRA FRAY JUNIPERO SERRA

Junipero Serra was born on November 24, 1713 on the Island of
Mallorca, Spain. He was born to Margarita and Antonio $erra, and was
baptized Miguel Jose but took the name Junipero when he finished his
period of probation after entering t~e Franciscan Order at ~alma in 1730.
He graduated from Lullian University at Palma w:th a deg;ee of Doctor or
Theology and was ordained a priesl. In 1749 he was sent to the Apostolic
College of San Fernando in Mexico City. His first missionary call was
among the Indians of the Sien:a Gorda.

On June 25, 1767 by order of His Catholic Majesty, Don Carlos II I, the
Jesuit Order was expatriated from New Spain, as Mexico and the
southwestern part of the United Slates wall then called, and replaced with
the Francisans. Following the expulsion of the Jesuits, Serra wasassigned
to;;. military expedition under Gaspar de Portola, with orders to establish a
chain ofmisskms in Upper California. With theorncial titleofpresidentehe
established ...ie mission of San Diego on July i6, 1769. Eventually twenty
one were founded. During the balance of Father Serra's labor in the
vineyard of the Lord, he established eight more· San Carlos, San Antonio,
San Gabriel, San Luis Obispo, San Francisco de Asslsi, San Juan
Capistrano, Santa Clara, and San Buenaventura,

During his fifteen years In California he baptized thousands of
Indians, established agriculture with an annual harvest of some 30,000
'oushels of grain and vegetables and by the time of his death. the cattle
herds were In excess of30,ooo head. This, o[course, eventually led tothe
establishment of the hide and tallow trade with New England, as well aJ
Great Britain. .

He was a devout and faithful servant of his Church with a boundless
trust in God. Beyond all doubt, he was the best known man In Spanish
California even ashe is today. Junipero Serra died suddenly on August 28,
1784 at the mission of San Carlos, near Monterey, where his remains lie
buried before the altar.

_..... """'"



JUNlPERO SERRA RECOMMENDS ESTABlJSHMENT OF ltlAlL ROUI'ES
AND COMPLETION OF A CHAIN OF ltfiSSIONS IN CALIFORNIA _1176.

KoIocJ'aph ~I~ Signed, 2pp.,'Ito, PTesidIoo oISan Dirgo,July3O, 1776, to CapWn Commandant
Don P~mando de Rhoera y Moncllda. 'This important document Is~ flltimy to the stud)'
and uamitlatloon or the conve1l~neeand proctd~for the estabIishmeM 01 the maD Ie'n'iee
in up~r CalIfornia. 'Th. manuxript • f.ther Sern'. answer to .letler r...m Rh-era dated
July 2<1, 1776. 5ern l'e'plled that h~ .PPI'O\'eS the propo»ed f:!Itab1Jshment 01. monthly eouner
.,rvlci! between old California and Muio:o, and abo recomm~nds that for the tlm~ beinI •
eou';"••hould be wnt from the Prnldloo or San Dirgo for the frontiers or old Califomla on the
first or ~ach month, f'ath~. 5ern l'KOmm~ndsfunh~, that, in 0...... that Ihe muriel's m-t
~ in _n derended ctu11t1an'. puebloll """l' night, th~ Pt'eosidios oISan Dirgo and Monterey
should be joined by completing. chain 01 m;""IooRil 25 "'ague:s .pan, to include the unrounded
mluloRil orSan Buena....... lu•• and I'IIrlslm. Conapdon. A found.Lion dOCllmenl on the postal

__".__....:h~.~~::ryor California.
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'Viva JIu. May Jph"
'Captain Commandan' Don F.......<10 d-. -.. 1 NoMad&:

My <lear Ii<:

I ~oM with much pleuuTe)'Oll,lette, dlted 'he Z4th "f,hilcurren, mon,h with ,he Inlerted copy
or the leiter ohhe nceUtnt _r~ or 14 F""",uy orthil ......e ~.., regardln. the mltter of
eotaIUhlnJ; _thlr mall NI'Yi<'t! from U-...,..~ to u-ofOld c.IiIonri-. u>d by....,
of u.- to the COUrt or Nul«>, beo_ InIly, ..~ , ............. flit 10~ I~ the
-"reo OftyuMlol .. Ril Ex........".lIaIlIld_ed.And."'eth• .-Id se.-£J<........".h.._llr. to
order ,"," 10 d...,.,.. wIIh .... the Mid mitt...... 'hI! on"" it iI reoolwd, ....d Rio [1"",,",,0)' iI advlled or
,he me",," ,hat we ha aVOId upon In ,eprd to Iu feulblilty ""d 'hit 'h rballyha.......orkedon
thllldn var!oUI tim It corraponda with V-,~ diltan""" unpopulated and other dlfflcull~
tIlll would OOCtlr III thIo undenaJdnl. SIn"" l"'"__ to me. by writln' 'he terma In ...hloh)'<lU h....
~ to Inform Hia Ex..uencr." l.IIl... -._into__1001, It ..- •....- tor_to
__""",_, opln1ool, In 0_ HII Eot:ellenoy _Id IiIot to ... IlQ' opln1ool, ito ........" .. follows:

It ....... to .... ItHii Eooell<1>or ,""uJd OO<I,....t hlmsdf, for now. th.. from thil rr..ldio orSan rn.co.
on ,h. n.., day of • ..,h month, a mall courlor "'huld lea... for ,h. fronller orold c'allrornla. ...hether or
not ther. arrlrtl'" from MonterO)' and $lUI ~"'""cloco lIo ord to l>rar ...I,h froque",,>,. It Ie...... frum
th_ paru, u>d rrom ruther north ....uld """'" leu......h 1l .......1d be ""n.....lent!)' poMible. In
thio I do not r\rId 1tl1""" ditlkulQ<""'"~ to~ II would tlOlor, lor noail .....rler, 3 ... I
~ ...«pt fur ,Im..orbld -..11«, But to hi'" to _ the ll'lp_,~_thePl>not FonofSan""Itl"""'" I conf... would aufrer all the dillkultlra .IL-.,.,.. about In )""" let... and h.."
proposed '0 me. And certainly In order'o ..m..... dlfllcult\etlof,he ' weIIh' 1d ",-"",",voiy much,
'>r more .nolly. 'he 10'"1 ..medy.'o """"mpl..hlng On. It!~ qulI. old d...lr....

n.- cIesif's, before ....... veil _ ...,.. ...... veller, 11.0... been thll betw..n ,tua PreIIdioorSan
~ ond thlt ofMonte-II.,.-, the I"noble to _ """ __ iI the .....I....-dl-.>pplnl piKe or
_N It I diot"""" of UIro«IIOI trom on. '"_ boUo lor lho~ .... of the Holy Faith..
prlftctpal po",.... ""d ..... for .ho"""..... .....,.,or I ond ......,. with .... tn- ....... the
w~, ""d fnT .hlt. nothing mo.. io needed, bu' Ihato",," up Ih ""ablbhm.n. of.hal "rSan Ju""
de Capiltrano, 'hat Ihat of San lIo.n .....n'ura ia m op In lhe.""", lhll from lh. brglnnln~ It .....
....Ignrd: ...d only on. _ ••he l'.ui..lm. eon""pdon. ne.. to I"" polloi ofthlo It""'" It ,he upper
.It.-ofthech""nrIorSant.aBart-ra. Yo'IUI _b' ........ad ocUon ,... mail"""nt<. r""" MonteHeylOsan DieIO. _ IIlep ......,. nW!. III Otnolian po-, _ • ptooe or derOftH, t!I<)r ........ lhe
itocon.-...Iet>cs of .....inl ,heir tired be_ to ,h...b_ of , 11lra, wlrh t"" ~oloanteor
_ng tI..m. f",m bainl'" ••pmed to lOme QUI"",,k ailh th• .-Id "" In ouch ""n,;,.u.....
1t"".IU, ...d ,h.re would begllned 'he moo,con""nlotlceolhll UywouldbeaJlo..ed 'obe planned,
BUI wI,hou, ,h••ald ..,.10.... I fear ""'Y much the r""'lutnl moYlnl of our people 'hrouch Iha' IIttl.
fonun .... aJthouch ... dealrrable ehannel or Santa (larbara.

I" ....,. ..... not in thele__Id I WII'll tltIl "'1opin1t>fl """Id"""d In thr~orthe p1e_.... and
IJOOd wlaht!o of HII Eoedenoy, I"Ided by lhe'- of .... reponor)OUn,. wbowilldet~._ otwq.o,
1M m_ <:otTeCt ""d """",,1m, ..~,

M~ Good k..p ,.,..
PrsIdlo of San Dlelo Jub' %7. 17715
f'I'1Q' J"nlprn> StrTo',

Tranalatlon from the Sp"nloh by J..,ki. Sund, Jam.. Ford !Jell Ubruy, Un.......lty of MlnnOlola.
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SANTA CATALlHA 1826
John RI~hards writes to hla slater In IpSWich,
Hus.:"hland of Catallne Coast of California
Dec 28 1826 ••• We arrived at this tsland about
the 25th of last .cnth and have baen at this
lsi••ver since waiting for ord.ra from the
ship FRANKLtN which arrived about a week ago ••
•• we shall go in I day Or two end that Is to •
pl""e called St Diego to get the Supercargo of
the ship l~s Shawl and he will order us
where he choos.s for Hides • I hsve gtven up
hopes of gotng to CantonIChlna)- Our d~ Is
fl~d t expect to crulae up and down the c~st

of California colle~tlng Hides and f.tch the.
to this tatand and cure tne- and when v. hay.
got enough to fill the 8rlg then atart for Do.e
- That na-e sounds aweet to.y .ar •••• We were
about two .cnths froe CallolParu) to St Diego
On our pan.ge hoe C.llo
to St Diego ve had to put
Into one of the CalilpagOs
Istands fnr wood _ There
va shot frOd 8 to 10 aeala
and gOt 2~ tarapln or land
tortoise _ they will ltv.
a year vlth ~~t any kind
of food and are elcellent
food tn.-salvas· vary
...ch Uka chl~qn _ .... have
e 1/2 a dozen of the. now •

"

CAL1FORNIA

Folded letter carried by the ahip ~ARBtNGER on Ita return voyage
around Cape Horn with a cargo of hides for Boston where It was
placed In thQ. post office On "July 5" 1827 and rata "Ship 6".
Noto On cOver Indlcatea that "Nr Hanning of Brigg Harbinger
brought thia A.S." A.S. was Capt-Aaron Sweet to whom the letter
Is"ln eare of".
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MEXICAN CALIFORNIA 18)0
eov.~ abo.,. o~lglnated .t S",n Olego,July 20,18)0 and vaa
~a~~led up the eoa.t by the ~e~lcan ship LEONOR to SAnta
aaraba~a. The I.~g. aanuaeript 4 vaa probably the He~iean

~harge ot 4 ~eal. for po.tege et Santa Barbara:

HIDE 6. TAl..LO. TKADE

~rl~.n and Brltiah ships began trading In ~attle hid•• and
tallow vith the Californie Missions in the 1B20's.According
to aan~~oft. hi.tory of California the trading .hip FRANKLIN
and the IlA!I.BtNCEIl. vere trading off the ~oast of e ..1Hornia
In 1826_27. The COURtEll.,under Captain William Cunningham,
establl.hed a trading .tatlon on Santa Catalin.. Island In
the .ame period. The Brig IlARBtNCER returned to Boston vlth
a ~argo ot hide. In 1827 and was not On the coaat In 1828.
The COURIEIl. returned to Boston in 1828 ..nd 15 not reported
again. The ahlpa ~ay have belonged to the fir~ of Bryant 6.
S~urlis or William Appleton & Co. of Boston. The COURIER may
have belonged to the l ..tter.John Richards, the ",rlter of the
letter, "'a" probably an officer or member of the cr..", of the
COURIER. Thoma. Sha'" "'&8 the "Supercargo" of the ship - th..
agent ",ho bought the hides and arranged to have them picked
up by the .hip.
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"W... D...n... E.q .... t St.... Il...rb...r ...
S...n Dlego 20th July IIl30

De ...r Sir
I am happy to inform you that I arrived here to d...y in the .hip

Leonor. from Acap~lco. Haz...tl ... n ... nd S.llta., which I ...st place we left on
the Illth. of last month. Nothing particul ...r ...ccured in the pa••age. we had
generally very light N.W. wind•• and we spent 9 d...ys. to ca.... f~ the
ial ...nd of Guadalupe. We are includlng paasengers and ...11 about lOS aoull on
board, which number hal been durlng the vOyAge inctea.es by One more. having
Hr•• Fitch been brought to bed of a young boy. off Cape San Lucaa.whoa. n...
molt likely will be Pacifico Lucas Grlpen or some analogeu to the lea.plac.
and Saint. day.

Th. pa••engerl ar.
Hr.Padr•• ,hi. wife. daughter and servt.,and ht. brother
lafael Padru
lafl eo..z judge of thl. country
J.Jocquin Gomez,employed by the Ca.isaria
Agultin Alcona .idshtpaan
Pedro Harvin ~

W. WhtttDg pa••enger
Charlel Geeolt ~

Andre. Pico R

Alfn.Antonlo Nelto - 2 Coparal., and 14 soldiers.conveying 53 convict••
.astly labourer. and shepherd•• By Captaln Holmes I returned you .a.e of
th. aoods you conllgned to _ la.t voyage, befng unaleabl., .nd by tha
pre lent I lnclole you the account of .ale, of the re-alnlng part of your
goodl, who.e nette a.ount of $1089.5 rl. Ie ca.blnetion of A.erican dollarl
and Speni.h r.ala>, I hava cr.dited to you.Allthough I could not •• 11 your
hardware, I thought to oblige you, in keeping ft back at Acapulco, and
charge ft to _ at your involca price, however if thf••hould not .uft you.
there I. nothing loat by It. a. I have put It for sale, in ....tor. at
Acapulco, ...nd at ay r.turn 1 can brlng It back easlly.
I inrlo.e you a lin of tha goods ..hlch 1 bring In the shiP. and aa Cap.
Fltch lHanry D.lano,SEE NOTElia proceeding to Sta.8arbata, before he goea
up to Monterey. 1 leave hia ord.r, to dlscharge soae , and deltv.r it
o~r to YOU. for aale. I Intend to l ....ve thls by land, for whfch r.ason I
hope to have the pl.aaur. of ••• lng you "000.
By thi••a-. courler I forwsrd you a letter, whlch Hr. Reeves gave .. for
you At Medco.

1 reasln your .a.t .fncere and truly
Enrique C.Vlr-ond"

*_..-***-"***••••••••••".~.

The wrlter,Henry Vlraond, wa. a CerGan .erchant tt ...ding out of AcapulCO and
Kel<ico Cfty into Caltfornta. !I...... the OWner of the Hel<lcan shlp L£O~
and had greet influenc~ with the Mexfcan government. Vfr.and report. on the
voyage up frna Acapulco to San Olego. giving a list of the pas.engere .nd
53 convlct. under Military e.cort. Alao the birth On board of a b.by boy
to the wlf. of C.ptafn Fitch. The A~dre.a Pico lfsted was the brother of
Plo Plco the last Mexlcan governor of Callfornla.Fitch had COme to Callfornla
from M...s.achu.ett. In 1826 and ...ae bapt12ed into the Catholic faIth ln order
to marry Jo.efa,th. daught.r of Oon J.Carrlllo of San Dleeo.Wm.G.Oana. to
wh~ the lattar I••ddr••••d ..... tha coualn of Rich.rd H.nry Dana Jr. tha
the author of TWO YEARS bE~RE THE HASf.Both Fitch and Virmond ~.ed the name
Enrique the Spani.h .qulvalent of Henry.
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FRANCO ALTA
CALIFORNIA

'AID UE'PD, CALlFORN'IA

!eXICAK CALlFORN'IA
I«lIlI'D.EY,ALTA CALlFORN'IA 18j.<o

The cover .hewn originated .t Monterey as docket~d on the rever'e .td.
''Cenl.Jo.. Ftlueroa !'tonan, 17 Junto 1834".tt 11 .ddreu"d to Senor
Uon F..-nat>d D"PPII at San Dtego.The cover ~.n the ...rUut known hand
Itamp ..rklna' of C.llfornl•• It wa' probably clrrled by _'lltary cour
ier Or by one of the toaltat trading .hips. General Flguerol WI~ the
lovlrnor .nd c~dlnl glnerat of Alta Caltfornl. from Jan. 14.18]] to
hl1 de.th on Sept.29.ISJ'.Fern.nd Deppe w.s the luperc.rgo ('gent) for
the fl.et of .htpl trading tnto CalifornIa fro. KeKlco for Henry
Vtr-ond. St! I.tter fro. Vtrmond to Dan. tn thl. e.hlbtt.

,-=".......,
",-

THE PRESIDIO OF WJtn'EREY,CALlF01NIA 1827
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Fl~ .o.....""\CO Y?'
VER.'C" ,~ ",\:,.. iU._

MEXJCAN CALIFORNIA 1831

Folded letter datelined ''CaIUontioSta. BorOOl'G 16Ut..Nau. 183I"add~lo
London via Mexm It wu carried by a sailing ship to MlWltlal'l, Mexico where It
arrr.~ January 4, 1832 and wall forwarded to Vera Cnu, all~ nocatLon on
~~rse, by "ButU!r & K","ed/l". At Vera Cnu it Wall forwarded by Robert
Werner on February 14, 1832 by entering the Mexican ma.i.ls all per postmark
FRANCO EN/VERACRuz. On arri\al in London it """,r."e<! the hand!ltamp on
re"erR orthe Foreign Post Omct· "rPO/AP-5!1&'J2': Letter is from a merchant
In the hide and taullW trade and refers to ashipmentof5883 hides via the Brig
E:L V1A The California Missions were ....lling cattle hides to American and British
ships whO plied the trade. see thecla'tSlc 1\m YoorsB(/Ontthe Mast by Richard
H. Dana, Jr,
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SAN FRANCISCO IS....

One or the earli8l folded letters from this port datelined~ Fran"""" July 30.
1844: Written b)' Capt. Jam B. Hatch or the Ulldlng ship Banutl:lbUI Otlt 0(
1\<"I..n. I I......,...«.. Ihnl "" h tht- "l""'rt'mily .... ,,,,."'Ihlo k,U....- byll.., Eng!iloh
Ilarque Rnxhrn wtlkh Is abolJlIO ~a,~ for theSandwic:h b1ands. ·Ii......w_
'" Ut~ ...........boul ~$,OOO l/id~ ....d u.tlU rn/loo;f ....... Ut... dtu u.ip ...,11
pmbablll .1OttI ••• W. ""vr II ....-w Q(d(lT"lClIIlti5 bd..-.. Me:rit:o '''Id tIuI U.S
....d tIuI pnllIobilit.. Q( .. <Udamtitm Q( r. As JI'IC ItO A"","""" """""' Q( .....r
MW amvtd, bllt anr dail/l czJ'f'Clftl. ..\ad I>ee>t ortU:n!d 1<enr tJqonr.lJtLi
......,. ..mve<li. 1fw Gcot. (lfidldtorm..) Iuu l>I'l1""i.-t a "'iUtW>. Cl>ntpoHd Q(
citi:etu~ IMfI9I'lI Q( l:; ....d fiOJl!lI>'I oPIollnrorderod 10 app""r ill dleir
~w Pu«lloll 11.«111.. 10 rtI<:ri"'" iMln<ctiolfs. Wlticll order gitll!':l ,..........1
diUali.ifat;titm 10 1M ""'i"'" Calif",."ia ..... IlH!lielllll' il 10 be1Mgerter/l1 ",UIt Utal
tlt.eSqlladnm /U.S "",rl1lipe/IWllId1/Ik8~qltlulrotJllt'1l,llIlh.ty ..nr
oootwlfoed Utal Oll(fi>ntw>' ...,lI_impr'Ot'e1l1fder M8%iaJllgovernlltet~~
ptOp/. anr "IOTe "'mid Q/ tIt.e lim :r soldi£rs robln:ng IheJtI tha.. thtJ A.....ncu.....
AI/ltt:ItJ.gh 1M ".,dt!otoltn ro 00II....""" /hem Utat iftlulAmerican..r lake thtJrotJlIl"II
lhat Ih.ty ...'i1/1oM IIrdr m>ldlos, callu, a"d btl deni«f Ute}T-wm Q/rnIiqk>ur
opi.. /o..~ .. , W.ltaVII abo about!iO Sen Oller o>ld.some qf IJuI Pueblo Gold.·

Carrlt:d oUl-,ide the mallll by a ""iling ,,,.,..,1 via Hawaii and Cape 1I0rn to
"STONINGTON Conn/FEB 27" 1845. It wa.~ rated 2cents SHIPfee, plu.. 12~cents
lorwardlng fee lor up to 150 miles. lor a total of 14~ cents.

The report. ol"dilTlcultles between Mexleo and U.s:whlch evencuallyled to
the Mexican War are olhLstoric interest but the mere mention of "Pueblo G<!ld·
(allll In the realm of·comlng ~ntsc'"tthelrshadow~·_ the Gold Rushof 1849.

-



-
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DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS

Au,ust 5th lS~6

"We struek "mons ~tI"leS ttle 20ttl of June in the Latt of 51.00 North,
Lon, 157.00 west· The Whales were pretty plenty· struck One - the
Whale ItOve 2 loats for us,lt be in, rU'led , fOlly,wlth only I Boat
fast[hooked on to] the Wh.la ha sot away. The remain.n, part of June
we crul.sd In thst Latt , Lon".ost the time a ,ale of wind or fo,.
(we) hook'd 2 .ore Whale.,lt sse.'d all .os~ impossible to ,at f".t
which is a ,e"".al co.plaint with all th .. Ihip •. To day ws srs in
Latt 58 North,Lon, 146 We.t - the last week have been amone Whale. 
eot 2 of the•. There has been fro. 5 to 9 ships in sieht d.lly - nons
of ths. have tsken .Ore th .. n 4 Whales .. the mo.t of the. only 2.Ths
Liverpool was in a1eht of us yesterday with 4 Whalel thl1 .ea.on
1800 bls in all - ve ar. vorkin, to the South the Whalea haveln,
left this eround.if not a.one Whales I shall leave thia p"rt of the
world by the last of the month - proceed to the South alone the
eoast( California] .~ave s look in Masdalena Bay{~e.ico] to the
North of C"pe St Luc" •. 2 ship. lsst year obtain'd 2000 bls of Oil
Seraee Whale •. If there i. no prospect of doine any thine eo on the
line (snd) Crui.e for Sper. alleSper. Whales].Be to the Sandvich
Island. ti.e enoueh in the sprint for the whole season to the North
Welt. hOp. then to elva a better account of our.etves th.n ve can at
present. I have heard the Elizabeth of Freetown was burnt up - sett
On fir. by sn Ovner or Aeants Son - how true the report Is I cannOt
vouch for - the report of the [amchatka fleet,by the arrival of 3 or
4 shipi on thil eround - il sli. enoueh - nOne of the••ore than 7
Whale In June that vete halrd of. We SIW the Oly.pia vlth 15 Whslel
this sealOn vantlns 300 bl. to fitl. There is blank lookine Faces
".one the. at present. The Harcia On the last of the Month want'd 600
bls - L. Fayette 300, Good Return 600,Harvest of Irldeeport 600,
C"binet of Stonin8ton had 5 Whale •. There is one Ship here fro. Chili
that cot 2200 bls of Oil there & reports the Frances as l,avl'" Gone
home full.! Ihould liko to hav," '" lino fro. you left at tlonululu at
the e.piration of the North Weat s.ason. The Wh"les that have been
taken this l.asOn are of a I.all class, from 80 to lOa bll - the
Olympias Whal.s 15 .ade 1600 bls, a.onl the Fleet of Shipi on thil
Iround ve can 5.il with' b.at the .ost of the •. The Barque 1.111
hetter thin I e.pected , in &ales of vind carries her Boats with as
.uch .afety a. "ny velsel I have beendcln .

Sept l.t, Latt $4 00 N, Lons 152 00 W for the last 6 days I ,ale
of wind fro. thl S.W. - since writin, the above we have taken 2
Whale. 300 bl. of Oil. had one to take" line fro. uS,one to .ink ,
one to set away fro~ us,,,t dark, which we fell in with 10 d.y. after
but to fIr 60ne to set "ny Oil from,vhlch .akes 8 Whales that we
have .truck. [ill'd 6, sav'd 4, The day this cal~ ca.~ On th~r~ were
3 ships in siBht all I Boiling or cutting[Whale blubher] - this is
the lonsast blow w. have had & it is not done yet. have saen Whale.
every day but one durin, the Blov - "s soon .s It moderates (so] th.t
wa can earry Ilil,.hall work to the South off Columbia River where
Whales hava baen sean In Sept & October,which I hope we shall find.

Nov 1st .• lnce writing the above have been off the COlumb{a - saw
nouBht but Hump BackS - then to the South along the Co"st to tha
North of the Lobo. Island. California [lower or Baja] - too~ 8 Sperm
Whale Which stow'd ul down 160 bll. - we have been crulsins here &
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~bouta for the la~t ~Onth with the exception of 7 or B days that we lay
in Magdelena [Bay] ln which place w' found the Bones of Whales that some
on. had taken the Blubber froa - to morrow the Moon [Is] full - if we do
not .ee Whale •• hall work to the South of Cape St Luca. - we want 3 or
400 bl. aOre of Spera Oil before the N W se.SOn - I .xpect we shall get
It if trying is of any use.

Oeo 13th. Sine. ay last dst. wa have taken 40 bls mora of Sp.r. 011 
have b •• n Into the Cape(San Lucas,tip of Baja Csl.]for soa. fresh B.... f
, potatoes· have b.en Out of there 10 days - this aornlnl board.d the
U.S.Brlt Malek Adhel[prlze ship oaptur.d from the Mexicans] - LI.uten
ent SChanks(James F. SChenek,later Ad~lral?Jfrom Mazatlan[MexlCO)havinB
Capt Mott on board of the Ilous. of Bartlett' Mott Maratlan - he was
drove out of Hazatlan when our foroes were blOCkading It - he , hi.
faally werr at S Jo •• phs California wh.n we w.re there. by hia we learn
of Taapio~a being tak.n , Saltillo - also of Cen Taylors being within 2
day ••aroh of San Luis Poto.i with a foroe of 2500 30.000 Hen[Taylor
had le •• than 5000 .an] , of tha Hexican forces oon.antrating at that
place Santa Anna bainl already there with a forca of 20.000 Meslcan.
tha 15 of Noveab .. r. the A.erlcans ere in po•••• sion of St Franci.co ,
Monterey' San 01ego - th .. y .re in poasession of St Pedro but have been
driven out or the Puebla des Angeles - 10 say. the Malek Adhel she
being from there some 12 or IS day •. There were a good many Whale men In
at St Francilco afrlid to como out - 10•• had lost a eroat part of
there Crew. by de.ertion,we had 4 aen run away jt the Cape but cau~ht

the. again· I cjn't afford to lose any (of) thea as yet. their debt.
are not paid I tell the •. neither uill be paid If they run away often,
we spoke the lneeland 10.10 3 or " daYI baek with 6S0 bla 100 of It Sper ••
Sinoe we oa.e out we have taken" Black F1Sh[s •• 11 toothed whale]-.h.o11
leave here by the last of January in hopes to have letterl fro. you at
the l.lands(Hawallan].! have been in hopes they would Want so.e aueh
vessel as the 8arque , would eive a. 60 or $10,000 for her. They have
taken the StOnlnctOn at St Diego for a [Navy] store shlp[by]thQCo~odc~c

[Robert Stoekton]of the A.erlcan force a On thl' Coa.t - althoueh I have
not any authority to dlspose of the Bs"que but,in a case of thlt kind,
where Unole Saa w.os payaaster I thlnk I should atretch It but that,,,)
would be .aklng a voya.e to .a.y, one of T , N R Nyes ves.ella the- anua
waa in al St Franciaco with 900 bls of whale[oll] - ahe wa. one of tho.e
that had lost her .en • thia letter I ahall lejv. at the Cape[San Luca.]
be for. we go away III together fro. thla quart." of the world, the Mes
lean new. I suppo.e will not be newS to you.1 IIW by a Sandwich I.lands
paper the loss of the BaltlC , lowhasaett Whaler.. W,A. Hu •• ey,"

~OTESI 1 Thia would pllce the .hip about 100 .Ile. S.E. of the la.chatkl
Peninlula.Sibe"la,near the north end of the lurile Islands and the entrl
nce to the S.a of Okhotak. 2 Jlja Or Lower Cllrorn!a. 3 Sel or Okhotsk.
" Se. letter In thia collection rro. the ahlp JjnUS written by Ebanezer F,
Nye.under date of Sept.26th,1841.fro. the SandwiCh Island•. SEE .ap On the
prevlou~ page for I.mehatka and the Sea of Okhotak,
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Map shous the Sea of
OkhOt.k and the
[ ••ch.tka P'nin.ut.
and the senec.l acea
of tha firat part of
the crui.e.

(~A_ .M'yfJ ol/~"
/~u·,(ul,b

//"'-&0"<'/

",

THERE Sll£ BLOWS!

"THE WHALE STOVE TWO BOATS"Thus Capt,W."A.Hussey of the
Bart J,E,DONNELL beBin' thia latter under date of AUB.
5.IB~6,whita crui.inS for whala off [amehatta,Siberi •.
lie h.d t.ft New Bedford,Ma ••. on Oec.3,1845 returnins
Apr.S,t8~9,with 49 bta ot Sp.r. oil,3,600 bls of whale
oil and 17,600 lba ot wh"la bon. (S"teen). lie .hipp.d•.
ho.e 340 btl of Sper. oil and 22,000 tba of bone .,
durins the cruise. A Ire"t lett.r On whalins .nd
the besininl of the Hexican W"r and the ".eriean ..
occupation .nd conque.t of C.lifornia.Hussey end.
his tetter on D.c.t3th otf Cape S"n Lucas,Baj"
Californi" - -this let tar t 'hall teave at the Cape".

The l.tter ahoun below w.a
prob'bly carried by • ret
urnins whaler via Cape Horn
as it wal eiSht .onth. in
tr'nait,On arrivII .t NEW
LONDON,Conn,AUC,ll,1847 It
was rated SIIIP 7 and for
wlrded to Neu Bedford.H•••.
SEE oppOSite P'Se for the
content of the tetter,
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• St..F~anc1sco,Caliro~nia,Octobe~ 16t.h 1845

~John C.BUll writes a long letter to his sister in vhich he recoillmends the
"Bearer" or the letter as a Hneyoung man or 31 and suggests that she should
"set her cap" for him. That he would make a tine husband. After t.his introduc
t.ion he continues to describe his present location: -frolll St. Barbara ve ee
proceeded to a place called Rerugia, there is but one house visable frolll the
Beach t.he Hides &. tallow being carted dOlin to the water side frolll a distance or
5 to 12 m1 les. Here ve lay but a day or two. fro_ here we proceed to St. Louis.
Where there is no tovn or Mission less than 10 .iles trolll the "'ncho~age,He~e

ve usually lay about 5 or 6 days, from Here ve go to Honterey vhich has been call
ed the Pride of California, but i do not think so.it is at this port the united
States consul is established [Thomas a.Larkin,the Hrst and only U.S. Consul
ever appointed in Calirornia l ,a mean conniving cheat who thinks more [of J
selling out goods by the yard or measure ~han he doesof the Honour &. credit of
his countr}' &. oEfice _ the town is sItuated upon ",n inclined place vith high
towering hill. and Hount",ins in the rear,nu.bers about 300 Houses oE the in
ferior part &. about 800 inhab1 t",nts, in ",11 the pl",ces upon the coast of any
resort there are billa~d ~OOIllS g~oggeriescock fight.ing,&. all its concomitant
evils. Here we generally lay from two to three weeks - the town is close to the
Beach and at this Port is the custom House - the only one in operation upon the
coast - all custom House officers coming On board to enter us at St Diego. At
our present Port w. lay <lbout tva months &. sometimes four - [San] Francisco has
a 1Il0llt capacious ",nd splendid Bay where all the Navies in the world might ride at
",nchor in safety - it is 70 ,dIes in length and 10 or 12 in breath - during our
su_er 1lI0nths it blows Heavy from the North west all along the coast,&' mo~e par~

ticulllrly at this Place.but Hardly ever rains,during our winter months there
is not so llIuch wind.with the e"ception of a South East gale now and then,but
Illore rain,during the South East season which commences in september and Ends
in April vessels anchoring upon the coast ride <It single anchor,and put to sea
during the blOw which generally lasts 24 hours, and then put back to anchor. for
six months there are a plenty oE geese,Ducks.and Carlew.which are easily tak
en then but during our summer months they migrate to the Northvard. there is a
plenty Of vood ",nd va te~ to be had, and the soi 1 is rich and vould be Prol i tic,
did the character of the inhabl tantS ad.it of their proving its quali ties but
they are a lazy set of beinga.and only raise enough to supply their present
wants,<ldlllirably complying with that passage in scripture not to provide for t.he
morrow, sUfficient unto the day is the evil thereof.there are a number of iS.1ands
in the Bay Which enriches the view and gives it a very romantic appellrance,ivas
very near finishing a bargain withHr Goodhue ,the 1st officer of the Admittance
to change situations with him,and come Home but he could not get Captain Peter
sons.consent,and yet they are always quarrelling together ..... temperance
does not flourish so much in this part of the vorld as i could wish,most every
body drinks.and not a fev to excess, our ships bUy liquor that is distilled at
the Leevard Ports,and c<lrry it to the Windward Ports Where it lIleets with-", ready
sale,and at very advanced PrIces. it is and always has been the custolllOf the
count.ry to drink Ereely of the Juice of the grape and as well might the Ethiopean
try to Change his skin,as for any man or sect of men to try to make them beleive
any existing P~inciple o~ code of Laws could Possibly be equal to those handed
down to thelll by their ancsstry,and the better you treat and feed them the more of
their custom you get, this may seem strange yo you who never have been here but i
will explain, 1n this country there are nO wharves nor docks consequently all
vessels in their Harbours have to ride at anchor,,,,nd thereEo~eall who wish to
trade On board. are obliged to be carried off and on in the ships boat. - ",nd lltO!lt
invariablyvhen they cOl'le early in the morning,they Elrst get Breakfast. at 11
oclock a lunch,the Ladies making use of cake and wine.the gentlemen of Pies
Bread &. cheese rum,gin,Brandy &.c - in the afternoon they get coffee - i have
knovn thirty on board at one time - we have a regUlar trade rOOm on board situ_
ated upon the salDedeCk [as the] cabin,titted witha counter shelves &.c for
goods vhich has all the appearance of a variety store in Boston. vi th only one
exception there is not quite so much flirting, so you see there is little excuse



,

,

"":7'

<

It

,

I

I.

/ ....... -,

"

.,. .,
.

.. t ... ',., I''''''

•

/-

•

•

,
//

•

,

•

..

..

•

f,r·

/

•

"
/

/

/ .

,

-£ 7- /.

'" . /

" /~,

/

/, .. ' ,

..

•

fr '.

//

/./

/
/. /.

<'

,.;.
r ~ /i •

;/, ~..
~

-' "' ..
, .

/

•••

/

. {

•

/.

..

/
. ,..

_..._... II

/

•

(

-
<,

/.

for intemperance in this part of the world,this providing so milny people with
Provisions accounts to considerable in the course of a year,but then the immense
profits upon the goods Pill'S tor all - only think nine dollars a yard tor cassirnere
- 16 dollars tor a fur Hat, 25 dooars for a jacket 12~ cents per pound for rice one
dollar for apiece Of narrow black ribbon,and every thing else in proportion - you
may judge too that it costs SOmething to keep vessels Here when i tell you that our
vegetable bi1lis 500 dollars per Annume ..... Your friend & Brother John C.Bull"

*** ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
The letter "'as apparently carried outside of the mails as per directive "Polite
ness of the Mate/of Whale Ship Sarah" and then changed to "Ship Admittance".
SEE other letters in this collection by John C.BuII.in relation to his experienco

1~==i~"=i~h=.=.~"~'~d="='~T='~l~l~O~.~T~'~'~d~••'.'.'_Of f the coast of Cali forn i a.
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CHARLES HAND RRPORTS ON THE ARRIVAL OF U.S.SHIPS OF WAR AT HONTEREY - THAT
THE AMERICAN FLAG IS NOW THE NATIONAL BANNER OF CALIFORNIA - KEARNY HAS
DEFEATED THE MEXICANS AT SAN PASCUAL ON DECEHllER 6. 1846 AND THE CALIFORN
IDS ARE SELLING BEEF AS LOW AS ONE CENT PER POUND.

"U. S. Ship COlumbus Harbor ot Monterey
Upper Calitornia March 1847.

Father oS. MOther you vill percieve by the above that we are at the seat at W<lr
in this Ocean.vhere we arrived on the 2nd inst after a passage of 52 days train
Callao (Peru]. Had \Ie have come here when at the S"ndwich Isl!lnds in September
last we should in all probability have been on Our >lay home nO>l.but at present I
think that >Ie shall not arrive in Eastern parts of the Stato;s previous to May '48.

We found on our arrival here the Frigates Independence."nd Savann"h wlth the
Store Ship Lexlngton "nd the Sloop of War Warren arrived about four hours after
wards - So that at this time March 5th there are 5 Men ot War in the Harbor.
There "re sOllie American troops on the coast and at San Diego 90 .. Ues - northward
of us are SOl:le 7 or 800 Mormons vho count 400 effective lien. Colonel Kearney
of the 1st U.S. Dragoons illillso here having crossed the country lind frolll SlInta
Pe to this pl"ce he had but 100 men. When at pueblo about 200 mUes in the interior
he was surrounded by a force of 7 or 800 Hexicans through whom he cut his way and
arrived here "ith the loss ot but 18 men.[battle of San Pascual. After a severe
hand to hand action the Mexicans left and Kearney called it an American victory
1I1though it w"s a costly one.]" The American Plag is now the N"tional
Banner at California and if the Government ever gives it up to Mexican missrule.
the President who signs the Treaty and the Senators who vote for its ratification
shOUld be held in the same estimation. that the memory of the traitor Arnold is-

From what "e can see fro. the ship Honterey has not increased .uch in size
since 1840."hen I was here in a "haler.but as I thought then I think now it is one
ot the most beautitul countries in the World. Vegetation here at. this time is as
tar lis advanced as it [is) with us by the tirst of July.New potatoes as large as
hens eggs being furnished to the officers daily.though the price is very.exorb
tant being $4 per 100 lbs. The Beef vhich I think is among the finest I have ever
seen is but 2 cts per lb." for the choisist cuts and I cent when the whole carcass
h' taken; the cattle are natives and are killed for their Hides & Tallo'o' lind as the
taim ones require no care being "ble to obtain their own Hving there is nothing
to llI"ke the.. dear. General Ariltas {Mariano] wite is here. and in fact I
believe almost the only warrior in the place which is about as large as New
Windsor. she is reported to have said that her husband need never return unless
he can bring a neclace of scalps Of the miserable Alnerlcanos as some of our

enemies style us - When COllllllodoce Stockton [Robert] first established a
form of Government here and took possession of the country a majority of the male
inhabitants tIed to the interior but the most of them have since returned. lind
are now living peacealy in the TO'o'n. We are nov vaiting the arrival of the frig
ate Congress and the Sloops Portslllouth "nd Cyanne when ve are to proceed south
ward to the reduction of Hazlltlan and Accapulco.which latter is represented to
be second only to Vera Cruz in its defences. We are at present the Plag Ship
at the Squadron and as Co....odore (Jalles} Biddle is the oldest Commodore afloat
he is Co_ander in Chief of the United States forces in the Pacific "
Troop ships are nov on the way to this pl.:'fce.but if any .en except Mechanics are
to be left I shall VOlunteer. it not I shall return here within a year atter reach
ing the United States ..... l am still employed II SchOOl Teacher on board this ship
.... although I receive no additional pay Chas L. Hand".
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"Bark Tasso. Han terey, Ca 1 i tornia, Ma reh 5th, J 84 7.

"My ever deal;' sister, IIS the Don Quixotte has not left yet i hasten to
vrite you ..... 1 have received letters hut twice since i left,a period of two
long years lind six months & now tor II little local news, all 1* quiet in
California at this tillle,ColNlodore Shu brick [W.Br"nford] has arrived out in
the U.S.t'ri<jj'lIte Independence,and by Authority frolll the president is.ued II
proclamation to the inhabltllnts inviting the.. to beeo..e citizens of the great
RepUblic alSO stating th,U he lind brigadier gener"ll<ellrny [Stephen W.] are
invested with seperate and distinct powers.civil &. Military. the one to reg
ulate the import trade to determine on vhat conditions vessels of all nations
our own as well as foreign. shall be admitted into the ports ot the Territory
&c.the other. directions of all operations on land so that General Kearney is
the governor of California and has orders tram the president to torm a territ
Ori"l government, his proclaDlation ... ill be issued tomorro.... he Is a noble fell
ow and who will deal justly by the inhabitants and be an honour tohis Country,
there is no getting at the time of our sailing for home but probably as soon ""
Novel'lber.the news has reached us that there are Privateers in the Atlantic
seeking to capture American property, and that Same vessels have been capt
ured,should that prove trueve shall not come until the close of the var,unless
sooner convoyed by some naval torce. the 74 (gun] Colulllbus is laying here be.-r
ing the Broild Pennant at Comd.Biddle [James] also the Frigate Savannah &Sloop
ot var Warren _ the Frigate Congress & Sloops at var Cayenne and Dale viII be
here in a few days likewille the Line of battle ship Ohio ot 105 guns ill daily
expected vhen we shall have quite a respectable torce upon this side ot the land.
Saturday m:lrch 6th •.•• i have just read General Kearney's Proclamation and send
you II copy at the Californian invhich it is published ..... John C.Bull·

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Historical note: The s.-me day this letter was written,General Scott's Army
at Invasion arrived at Anton Lizardo off of Vera Cruz.
This folded letter lett Monterey on the ship Don Quixotte,probably bound for
the Sandwich Islands, ...here it was torwarded via areturning whale ship. It
apparently never entered the mails.
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