


1866-69 Proposed Stationery Issues 
 

Several companies produced proposed envelope designs depicting Lincoln during the 1866-69 period.  The first were produced in 1866 by Na-
tional Bank Note Company and George F. Nesbitt Co. as companions to the Lincoln Memorial Portrait stamp issue.  Following this in 1869, Fisk 
Mills produced currency envelope essays and the National Bank Note Co. produced additional envelope essays using 1869 Lincoln stamp issue de-
signs in their ongoing quest to land the stationery contract. 

 Section Outline 
 

• 1866   National Bank Note Co.                                               

• 1866   George F. Nesbitt Co. 
 

• 1869   Fisk Mills 
 

• 1869   National Bank Note Co. 

1866 National Bank Note Company 
Proposed Stationery Issue 

The NBNC produced a 15¢ stamp envelope essay using the regular stamp issue design of 1866.  This item was appar-
ently described by contemporary reports as a proposed USPOD companion stationery issue to the black 15¢ memorial 
Lincoln adhesive postage stamp. 

Black on white laid paper 151x86mm envelope bearing 1866 stamp issue engraved design 
impression.  “National Bank Note Company” corner card imprint. 











1869 National Bank Note Co. 
Unadopted Ten Cents Lincoln Design 

Scarlet on canary (223x100mm) 

Dark Blue on canary (223x100mm) 



1869 National Bank Note Co. 
Unadopted Ten Cents Lincoln Design 

Black, Brown, and Purple on canary (223x100mm) 



































































































1874 Plimpton 

Size 7, Watermark 2, Knife 28 

Red on White 

Watermark 2 

Reay introduced a new water-
mark with an intertwined 
“USPOD” monogram which is 
known by collectors as type two. 

Red on Amber 

Knife 28 
Top flap is 43mm, sides are 
both rounded slightly, and 
bottom with varying pointed-
ness varies. 



gum sqaure. Plimpton employed the new 
method in October 1875. 
 
The envelopes of this time period show 
the transition to machine application.  As 
a result, the Plimpton square gum entires 
can be quite rare. 

1874 Plimpton 

Size 8, Watermark 2, Knife 36 

Red on White 
Square Gum 

Red on Amber 
Round Gum 

Red on Amber 
Square Gum 

Red on Cream 

Knife 36 
Top flap is well rounded, sides 
are nearly straight and bottom 
tip is slightly rounded. 

About 1875, Horace J. Wickham of the Plimpton Co. invented a combination printed and folding envelope machine that incorporated a gumming 
device.  Gum applied by machine is termed round gum while the old method of hand application was termed square gum, which left the ends of the 

One of only 4 
recorded ex-
amples of this 
entire. 



1874 Plimpton and 1878 Plimpton & Morgan 

Size 21, Knife 100 

Red on Fawn 

Red on Amber 

Red on 
Cream 

1878 Watermark 5 

1874 Watermark 2 



1882 Plimpton & Morgan 

Size 25, Watermark 6, Knife 123 

Red on White 

Under the 1882 contract, Plimpton & Morgan prepared a new watermark with the numerals “82” before the “US POD” monogram and is 
known as watermark type six by collectors.  They only produced three different 6¢ envelopes: sizes 21 and 25 on white, and 21 on amber. 

Watermark 6 


























































































































