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AGAIN, CANAL BOAT MATL

Kindly refer to Photogranh No., 34 - and papges 52«53 of Issue No, 9.
Before I was shown the 3¢ 1851 canal boat cover I had never heard of
the Jeames River Canal., I appealed to my good friend, Milton iioses, of
Lynehburg, Va., for some data concerning that old waterway and he sup=-
plied some very interesting information. It is most too long to in-
clude in this "3ervice" but if anyone would like to have & copy I will
be pleased to supply same, Don't hesitate to make the request. The
data was compiled by Mr. Carter Glass and lir. Moses.

"CONTRa COSTA, CALA"

Oaklend, Calif., across the bay from San Francisco, is the business ad-
dress of Ldgar B. Jessup, President of the ilarchant Calculating Machine
Co, lir. Jessup is one of our foremost collectors of Westerns, a native
of lionterey, Calif, and an authority on the history of his state., e
learn, thru the compliments of the Qakland Philetelic Society, and iir,
Jessup, that on Nov. 6, 1351, a century ago, thet the name of "Contrs
Coste, Cala™ was given to the small settlement which is today known as
Oakland, and that the original neme was not changed to Oakland until
March 3, 1355. Contra Costa wes the name of the county and still is,

"DEPRECIATED CURRZICY COVIRS®
1863 - 1878

Photograph No, 35 = shows a cover which has a black New York marking
which reads: "N. Y. 30, &% PKT - AUG 22 - OR U. S. 75 NOTES." No doubt
you have seen covers with this type of marking and wondered what was
the real meaning and where could one find a full explanation, by which
I mean, why "30"? -« why *75"? Tlihen were these msrkings first used and
when wes their use discontinued? VYou also probably noticed that the
ficure at bottom was changed slmost from weelk to week, In other words,
a type, with "30" at top, the "30" did not change but the figure at
bottom was usbject to constant change.

In this day and age we hear a lot about "inflation'" and how the prices
of all commodities have gone sky high, That is one way to look at it,
but the other is that the value of our dollar has steadily declined for
some years, I have no intention of discussing this very complicatsd
subject but rather to attempt to give some information on the "Depre=-
ciated Currency covers" of the Civil liar period and the years that
followed,

Consider cover Noe. 35, here we have an unpaid single rate letter mailed
at Hamburg, Germany, on July 8, 1864, and sent by "Prussian Closed lail,"
the rate being 30 cents (unpaid - (See Service Photo No. 24), When

this letter was delivered to the addressee in New Bedford, liass., along
about Aug. 23 or 24, 1864, he had the choice of two methods of payment,
viz,.,, if he had gold or its equivalent, he could cobtain the letter ror
30¢; if he did not possess the former, and had only U, S. paper money =
called "greenbacks," he was required to pay 75¢ to obtain this letter.
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In other words, gold was 250% in value of "greenbacks," meaning that a
U. S, dollar note at that time was worth only 40¢ in gold, I wonder if
our present dollar is worth. as much?

Gold in thoss Civil War days of inflation was a commodity thet was
traded in, in Kew Yor':, like stocks and bonds, or like cotton, grains,
etc, The price of gold fluctuated from day to day, and at the tim
this psrticular letter was delivered, the Fost Office Department used
the cuotation of 250, We have all read about the great panic of 1869,
the "BLACK FRIDAY" of September 24th, when Jim Fisk and Jay Gould at-
tempted to "corner" the "gold market" and how gold on that day hit a
high of 163 1/8, but I doubt if many of us are aware that gold sold as
high as 288 on July 11, 1864. Thether this was the pesk or not I do
not know at this writing, but if not the peak then very close to it.
Just consider this perticular cover with the two rates of 30" or "75.%
Early in 1863, this letter would have cost the addressee only 30¢ in
any legel tender, but a little over & year later he had to pay 75¢ if
he did not possess gold or its equivalent,

These are the bare facts regarding this class of covers but what about
the story behind these facts? Here are some interesting features, Had
the sender prenaid his letter in Prussian currency at Hamburg, when he
mailed it, it would have come thru as "Paid" with no postage due,
Likewise, anyone in this country mailing such a letter would oaly have
been required to prepay it with 28¢ in U. S. postage stamps, obtainablg
with U. S, liotes (greenbacks), Thus it will be noted that gold pree
miums applied only to "certain class' of incoming and unpaid foreign
nail, "Certain class," refers to mail transmitted to the U. 5, under
the Postal Conventions with certain foreign countries, The great bulk
of incoming mail came in under the postal coanvent:ons with Great Bri-
tain, France, Prussia, Haiiburg and Bremen. wach piece of mail, paid,
or unpaid, was accounted for separately and the countries were credit-
ed or debited accordingly. Settlements were made quartsrly and inter-
national settlements were payable in gold. To bs more explicit, if a
guarterly accounting showed thet we were in debt to Britain for
$100,700, the settlement had to be msde in gold - neturally Britain
wouldn't accept such nayments in rreenbaclis - not at that time, which
is quite different today, as she will at present gladly acceot any
kind of U. S. dollars,

This brings us back to cover llo. 35. Had the Post Office delivered
this letter at 30¢ in U, S, Motes, and had to settle with Prussia for
her share in gold, the Department would have, of course, suffered a
loss paying 250 for gold, hcnee the public was made to pay - as always,

Again re - cover 35. This letter was written at sea - being headsd,
"Bark Louisa - June 27, 1864," I judge it was from the Captain of the
ship to the owners at lew Bedford, llass, s stated, it was mailed at
Hamburg on July 8, 1864, without any payment of postage. ~s an unnaid
letter Via "Prussian Closed ilail” it is in the same transmission
classification as Service cover bio. 24,

Regarding the date when the F.0,Department commenced charging gold

prices on unpaid incoming foreign mail. Several years ago, I made in-
“quiry of Post Office officials at liashington, but was unable to obtain
any information whatsoever. 1io one seemed to know anything about such
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mail-or its ratings. Along about the same time Mr. Maurice Blake loen-
cd me two stampless and unnaid covers, both single rates, from France
to Borton, The first bore a Boston postmark of lay 23, 1863, and had a
due of the regular single rate of 15 cents, thus no gold premium. The
second bore a Boston postmark of June 8, 1863, just 16 days later and
shovied & due of 20¢ on & 15¢ letter (gold € 133 - a dollar bill C 75¢).
From these two covers I assumed that the gold rating probasbly went into
effect at Boston around June 1lst, 1863

Whether there was any uniformity between the various foreign mail ex-
change offices in the premiums thoy charged I have not been able to
discover, The most importsnt of these offices were located at New
York, Boston, Philadelphiaz, Baltimorc and Chicago., I have a record of
an unpaid cover from France, postmarked June 7, 1863 - (one day earlier
than the above mentioned one to Boston), and rated with "41" due. This
wes evidently a 2 x 15¢ rate charged 41¢ with gold figured ¢ 136 5/8.
The next dey Boston rated a letter at 133,

Up to this time I have referred only to gold becausec it seems quite evi-
dent that the premiums charged were approximately in accord with the
gold quotations in the New Yook market. However, Congress authorized
the Postmester General to make collections in "gold or silver coin."

ITHE NEW SPECIE LAWY

By Act of Congress. Under dato of April 1, 1863, Postmaster Genersl
Blair issued the following official order to all postmasters thruocut
the Loyel States, quote:

+ "(OFFICIAL CIRCUL/R)

Post Office Department
Washington, April 1, 1063

S5ir - Under existing postal arranrements, postages collected on forsign
letters must be accounted for by the Depertnent to foresign governments
in specie or its equivalent; and at the nrosent rate of exchange, the
remittance of the balances of postage dues to foreign post departments,
in consequence of the very large excess of collections made in the
United States, has becen attended with heavy loss to the revenues of this
Department. The following joint BRESOLUTION to remedy this evil was
approved March 3, 1863 =

A RESOLUTICN

ftAuthorizing the collection in coin of postages due on unpeid meil
natter from foreign countries =

WHIRFAS, the failure to prepay foreign correspondence throws upon the
Post Office Department of the United States large balances, which have

to be naid in coin, -

THEREFORE, :
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States in Congress assembled, That the Postmacter Gensral be znd is
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hereby authorized to take such measures as may secem to him advisable to
collecet postages on latters from abroad not prepsid, in order to avoid
loss in the payment of such balances.!

In pursuance of the provisions of this resalution, you ere hereby dir-
ected, from and after the first day of llay next, to colleet in gold or
silver coin all postages due on unpaid letters recsived from foreign
countrics in the meils desp&iched to this country from Great Britain
and Ireland, France, Prussia, Hamburg, Bremen or Belgium and to hold
the coin so collceted subject to the special drafts or orders of this
Department. Should howevcr rayment of such postage and of the premium
on a corresponding amount of coin be tendered you in United States
notes, you are authorized to accept the same in lieu of coin.

You will report weekly to the Third Assistant Postmaster General the
amount of coin thus collceted at your office, and also report separatc-
ly thec amount thereof received in the ordinary courss of business, and
rctain the same subject to spacial draft or oder.

For the present this order will apply exclusively to the mails received
from the countries above nentioncd. On outgoing lectters the existing
regulations remain unchanged,

I an, respectfully, Your obedient servant,
M, Blair
Postnastor General”

(end)
S 3 0 39 o ok 3 24 o 0 3 3¢ 3k 37 95 3 9 ok ok

(The above is from the monthly publication - "The U, S. Mail & P, O,
Assistant - Issue dated iisy 1, 1863 =~ page 2).
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It appears that the above order, cated April 1, 1863, and effective Yay
1, 1863, was not actuslly put intc effect at any of the "exchange
officos” excent New York, on the effective date.

The following notice anpeared in the :lay Issue of the "U. S. lail &
2, 0. Assistant" - page 2, cuoto:

"THE ITEW SPECIE LAW

The order of the Postmaster General, undor authority of lsw, for the
collection of postage on foreign unpaid letters in coin or its equiva-
lent took effect on the 1lst inst. It is bolieved that the number of
such UNPAID letters will moterially de¢rease hereafter, as parties will
no doubt in very many cases urge upon their correspondents abreoad, the
propriety of prepaying their letters, It is hoped that the cause which
requircd this measure, will be but temporary."

K NOR 5 32 DR ORI K R ROk

As it developed, it was not temporary but lasted for many ysars.

The following item appeared in the "U., S. liail « P. O, assistant" for
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June 1863, page 2, and shows that Postmastcr General Blair mede his
order to apply for the first month - May 1863 - to the New York office,
but as of June lst, it becanme effective in all of the exchange offices
which handled foreign mail, thus the two Jlake covers to Boston of liey
23 and Junc 8, 1863 did indicato that the gold rating did becems effesw
tive at the Boston Office on June 1, 1863,

The following is the confirmation, quote:

"Collcections in Coin - It mey be of scrvice to some postmasters, to ex-
plain the plan adopted in the New York Office in carrying out the ree
cent ORDSH to collect postage on unpaid foreign letters, in coin or its

gguivalent.

Lettor stanps (note, 'postmarks') are prepared with changeable fisures,
with which all such letters for this dolivery arc rated, as soon as they
arrive by steamer; the promium on SILVIR at that time being adopted as a
basis. Thus on a letter from Great Britain 32 cts. would be stamped,

if the coin then ruled at 33 percent. No matter when the letter is
called for, the rats stanped must be paid, unless the gold or silver is
offered, wheon, of course, only thc 24 cts. can be demanded if the letter
weighs a single rate only. This has been the practice up to the lst
inst., in the New York officg rospecting letters for delivery here, as
befors dtated; but by order of $he Department it was on the lst inst.,
(Tune 1) oxtended to all such foroign lettors passing through for other
offices.

We mention this in order that distant postmasters nay understand the new
rating, and collcet accordingly. The arrangement will no doubt rslieve
them of some trouble, Similar instructions have also been given to the
postnasters of Philadolphia, Boston, Portland, Dstroit, Chicago and San
Francisco, there being the regular United States Exchange offices for
foreign mails." (end of quote)

ok vfe 3 3 o SRR MRk

Among the original papers on philatelic themes presented to the
Seventeenth Ancrican Philatelic Congress held at Chicago, November 2nd,
3rd end 4th, 1951, was & papocr by lir, Jere Hess Barr, entitled, "Post-
marks and FPostago Stanps Illustrate Inflation.,” This included a graph
showing the pricc in currcney of $100 gold in the New York money market
from tho beginning of 1862 until the close of 1878, The author stated,
oucte: "In this country during the Civil War one of the reasons for
rising prices or the lower value of the dollar wes the issuance of
$382,000,000 of 'greenbacks.! Thesc were non-interest bearing notes
issued as a war measure in 1862 over the disapproval of President
Lincoln, and they dopreciated at one time to 35. Upon the resumption
of specic payments in 1879, when they were rodeemable in gold, they
circulated at par." (end)

I can recommend this article and this Annual Congress Book to all my
friends who do not possess a copy, Virite James B, Shaner, Sr., 426
West Main St., Kutziown, Pa.

Incidentally the graph shown in 1lir. Barr's paper shows a high faor gold
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during the period 1862 - 1878 of approximately 258, but we know that
quotations ran much higher, Also a high in 1869 is shown of 140, but
gold reached 163 on "Black Friday" - Secp. 24, 1869, From various
sources I have noted the following prices for gold in the New York
market, but whethor all these quotations arec absolutely corrset I do
not know,

1862 = Oct, 31 ... 126 = 127
1865 - Feb. 1) eve 154 3/8
t e 1 18 i 161
1864 - ilay 18 ..., 1823
"  wJune 29 ... 260
" - July 11 ... 288 high - 277 low
11

il i 13 LR 273

" - " 14 ,,, 258 1/8
. - Seps 12 ,,. 219

3 = M 26 LN 189

1 o it 29 i 190_;

¥ =Dt 1T s 217
- Nove 2 ..., 2192
" - " 9 - 25?
O w8 e 2115
" = Daig. 7 ses 239
1865 = Jan., 11 ... 219
"  « Fob, 16 ,.. 204 1/8
" = ApT. 13 ... 146
1666 « Jan. 17 ... 139 7/8
- June 13 .... 145 7/8
W . B 29 . 163
n = 1] 21 e 152
1868 = July 21 ... 143
1869 - Sep. 24 ... 163 1/8 high = 132 low.

3¢ 3 ok 3 O 409K 3 h k¢ 3k 3k o e 35 3k 3 3k 3% 3K
I can highly recommend to all students of our postal history of the
nineteonth century that cxtremely fino book by Maurice C, Elake and
Wilbur W. Davis entitled, "BOSTON POSTAL MARKINGS TO 1890," While this
book is devoted principally to the nostal morkings of the Boston Office,
it contains a wealth of valuable data on U. S, postal history, rates,
ete., otc. Threc full pagcs arc devoted to illustrations of Boston
postal merkings found on a numbor of "deprsciated currency covers" from
1863 to the early 1870's, and I have found a study of these peges eox-
tremely interesting as woll as instructive. Copies of this book may be
obtained from Severn = VWylie - Jewett Co., 20 Temple 5t., Portland 3,
Maine. )

Apain Cover Mo. 35. This romarkablec cover shows the gold rats a2t 250
and it is one of tho few covers thet I have secn with such a high pree
mium., No doubt the highest premium covers occurrsd from Juns to Fovens
ber 1864 and in comparison to the number of existing covers showing
uses in the oighteon sixties, those of the above months are probsbly
rare and most dcsirable as collectors itemse.

I havo gone into some dotail in explaining these very interesting hise
torical covers which had thelr birth during the period just before
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Gettysburg in the late spring of 1863. I have no record or recollection
of any article on this supjcet of "depreciated currency covers" in the
philatolic press, but if anyone knows of such, will they please advise
mo.

Incidentally the P, L, & R, of 1 .5, ..c Postmaster Goneral's report
for 1863, and the P, L. & R, of ﬁa06 mado no mention of the "Specie
Law" of Harch 3rd, 1863,

(*Pp, L, & R, of 1863" -~ dated Octobor 1863, publishecd by D, Appleton &
Co, - Ncw York, and entitled, "Anpleton's Unitod States Postal Guide,
containing the Chief Pegulstxons of the Post Office,” This is the
only 1863 "P, L. & R." of vwhich I havs any record at prescent.)

(Kindly refer to page 23 of this Scrvice re - an 1863 P, L, & R.).

REGISTERED MATL

John X, Tiffany's book entitled, "The History of The Postage Stamps of
the United States," was publishod in 1886 and on page 95, the author
stated in refcrence to the 5¢ Jefferson of 1856 - (5,U,S. No, 12),
quotet " This stamp was issued to prepay the registration fee, but it
is often found in unscvered pairs upon Californias letteors, =nd some-
times in triplets including the registration fee and a single postage
to California,"

Much of the above is untrue, For exesnmple, (1) the stamp was not issued
to preopay the registration fes of 5¢ bocause the fes was not permitted
to be paid by postage stamps but rather, was payable in cash at the '
time of mailing. Further, (2) unsevered pairs are not often found

upon California lettsrs, The fact is, covers to or from Cali fornia with
pairs of the 5¢ 1856 are extremely rare, and (3) such a thing as a
"trinle" -~ or strip of three, a 15¢ rate to or from Californis, vil.,
»¢ plus 5¢ rogistration, suroly must have been something llr. Tiffany
imagined rether than a use he ever saw or hcard of.

Mr, John N. Luff repeated in his book, a part of the Tiffany statement,
viz., (page 74): "The 5¢ stamps werc for the registration fee and two
of thom vore freouently uscd to pay the rate over 3000 miles, after it
was changed in Merch 1855." (end)

The Tiffany end Luff statoments thot the 5¢ 1856 was "issued to pay the
registration fee" has beon ropeated time and again for the past fifsy
years and probably will continue,

The P, L. & R. of 1863 (as sbove) contained the following instruction
on page 64, quote: "Boforo any letter, package, or parcel will be re-
gistcred, the postage thereon must be prepaid by stamps thereto affixed.
The registration fee is to bo paid in money." (end)

Pleasc refer to page eleven of this Service, the paragraph, "THE
REGISTERED }AIL FEE."

TiE REGISTRY FEE PAYABLE IN POSTAGE STALPS

From what evidence thet I possesszd, I was never able until recently to
obtain the facts as tn the sexact dete when, "Meow Regulations” in re-
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spoct to the Registry System, went into effect in 1867, providing for
the payment of the registration fee in postage stamps,

On page 28 of this Service, I medo the following statement, quote:
"(3) From and efter Januwary lst, 1867, all registored fees, domestic
and foreign, wers payable in stamps rather than in cash," (end) I em
now in possession of thé facts which prove that the date January lst,
LSB] was five months oarlier than the actual effective date.

Back in 1942, the late Donald liacGregor made inquiry at the Post Cffice
Departnent, vashington, regarding the effective dats, and in reply re-
ceived a letter from Mr. Remsey S. Black, Third Assistant Postmaster
General, Division of Registored lieils, dated September 16, 1942, from
which I quote in part as follows:

"Further rofecrence is had to your lctter of September 9, in which you
stete thet you are cndeavoring to set the date when the registry fee
was specifically required to be paid in stamps instead of in cash, and
request further information on the subject. xxxx instructions concern=-
ing the prepsyment of the registry fee by postage stamps first appear-
ed in Regulations Respecting the Registration of lstters' which bore
the date, 'Post Office Departmont January 1867,'"(end)

ir, MacGregor and I were never able to locate a copy of the Jenusry
1867, W"REGULATIONS RESPECTING THE RIEGISTRATION OF LETTIZRS" and in the
absence of any cvidonce to the contrary ve assumed that the effective
date was January lst, 1867, It now appears thet while the order was
prepared and dated "January 1867" that the Now Regulations did not go
into effect until Junc 1, 1867,

In my scerch for facts on this subjcet I found in the February 1867
edition of the "U. 3, MAIL & POST OFFICE ASSISTANT," a notice which was
headed, "THE NEY REGISTRY SYSTZM" and stated, quote: "The Postmaster
General has prepared end will soon issuc to postmasters New Regulations
respecting the Registration of Letters.”

Bvidently a revamp was made in ths cntirc Registration System in the
early part of 1867 but because of the nany ncw forms, blanks, emwelopes,
ete,, ete., required, thc date of inaugurating the "NEW SYSTH{" did not

occur until June lst..1861.

In the May 1867 Issue of "THE U, S, MAIL & P, O, ASSISTANT" appearsd an
item heeded, "THE NEW REGISTRY SYSTEI" from which I quote in part as
follows:

"It is probable that before the noxt number of this papsr rcaches our
subscribers, those of them that are postmasters will have reccived from
the Department a copy of the New Rsgulations Concerning ths Regisira-
tion of Letters together with a supply of the necessary blanks and of
the registcred package cnvelopes which form a very promiinent featurs

of the new system. Ws take this occasion to cell their attention to
some of the more important details to which it will be necessary to
give careful heed to catrying out of the new regulstions., It will be
distinctly understood thet the system is not to go into operation

until the 1st déy of funs, up to thet date tho old system will be
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continued., xxxx

First, that the registry fee is to be nzid in stamps attached to the
lottor and cancelled instuad of in moncy as heretofore., This applies
to all regilstry fees, the 20¢ feec on lotters to any psrt of the United
Statces, Eagland, Ircland, Scotland, lLales, or the 5¢ feo on lettcrs

to Canada or Gormany. 10¢ and 5¢ stampes for this purpose can be cb-
teined from the Department by ordering in the usual menner. xxxx'"{end)

EART.IEST ENOWN REGISTERED COVER SHOWING THE FEE PAID BY POSTAGE
STAMPS

In the MacGregor collection is a cover with a 3¢ 1861 (postage) and a
vertical pair of the 10¢ 1861 (Registry) postmarked, "YPSILANTI - MIC
JUL 3 1867," addressed to Yioodland, IZich. In pon is “Registersd No. 1,°
This is tho carliest cover rocorded in my files showing the registered
fee paid by nostagc stamps. Two covers are known moiled from Albsny,
N, Y., with 3¢ and 5¢ stanps, the pcriod probably 1856, Years ago,
these two covers were coxhibited as evidence that the registeorcd fee
could have been paid by steanps.

1

(End of Issuo No. 10)
January 8, 1952
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ASHBROOK SPECIAL SFRVICE

Issus No, 11 = January 28, 1952

DEPEEUIATED CURRINCY COVEES

1863 - 1778

Kindly refer to Service Issue No. 10, page 58, second parasgraph, wherein I
quoted the order of Postmaster General Blair, dated april 1, 1863, directing
nostmasters to collect postages on unpaid inconing foreign mail from specified
countries, in gold or silver coin, or in U. S, Notes at the depreciated cur-
rent quotations. In my remarks regarding this class of covers I used the term
fold because international settlements were supposed to be made in gold or its
“"equivalent" which was silver. Further, I used “gold" because the percentage
that postmasters were ordsred to collect were apparently based on the daily
quotations for gold as established on the “Gold Exchanre' in New York City.

Regarding this feature, I am taking the libertr of quoting from a letter re-
cently received fron lMr. :laurice C, 3lake, as follows:

“hether International settlements were msde in gnld or otherwise in the 18607%s,
1 believe my reference to the docunent you quoted clearly indicated that the

U. 5. NOTAES postmark rates were fixed on the basis of contemporary valus of the
NOTES to the standard value of silver, when the U, S, monetary unit of 1837
1873 wes & silver dollar of 412.5 grains of silver, .900 fine, kept st par with
gold dollar of 23.22 grains of fine gold from 1873-1933., ZFrom 1821-1914 I be-
lieve Great Britain kept the pound sterling pegged at equivalent to 113 grains
of fine gold. These velues in pgold gave annar value for the pound sterling to
the silver dollar (or gold also)of 113 divided 23.22, approximately one pound .
aqual $4,.866%., The U. S. silver doller of 412.5 grains of silver, .900 fine,
was nearly identical with the old Spanish dollar or piece of 8 reals, called
peso duro, or 'hard dollcrs,' widely circulated in America prior to the U. S,
doller first issue in 1754." (end)

To the above, the following data is added. Our American dollar, established by
the Coinage Act of 1792, was taken from the Spanish dollar in c¢irculstion in
the colonies, corresponding rou hly te the average weight of the dollar,

though it was slightly less than the leral wei, ht. %While the dollar since 1792
haes been the unit of value in the United States, it was, nrior to 1873, but
little represented by coins of this denomination. The silver dollar, by the
act of 1792, weiphed 416 grains, and had a Tinemess of .8924. This weight was
chan ed by the act of January 18, 1837, to 412,5 grains, .900 fine.

Under the act of 1873 "Trade Dollars"” weighing 420 grains each, of linited
legal tender were coined, in order to facilitate trade with China and Japan.
Prior to 1873 only 8,031,238 dollars were coined. Large amounts of the half-
dollars, which were then exactly half the size of the dollar, were, however,
coined. Further coinage of the silver dollar was authorized by the acts of
Feb. 283, 1878 and July 14, 1890. Gold dollars veighing 25.8 grains, with &
fineness of .900 were authorized to be coined by the aét of March 3, 1849,
end over 19,800,000 were thus coined before the coinage was discontinued,
sent. 26, 1890.

The Civil War introduced new elements into our monetary circulation, viz.,
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paper money and the national bznk note., Soon after the outbresk of the war,
between the states, specie payrients were suspended and were not resumed until
Jen, 1, 1879. Under the act of Feb. 25, 1862, one hundred and fifty million
dollars of non-interest bearing notes were authorized and were declared legal
tender for all debts, public and private, except duties upon imports and in-
terest upon the national debt. Subsequent issues in July 1862, and March
1863, brought up the aggregate amount authorized to $450,000,000,00. A tre-
mendous sum in those days but mere chicken feed under the Truman Administra-
tion, This flood of paper money drove gold to a prenium and swept away the
silver subsidiary coinege, and it became necessary to supply the plece of the
latter, with small notes called postage currency, and later, fractional
currency was authorized in 1862 to the extent of fifty million dollars. From
the highest denominations down to three cents, the monetary circulation of the
nation was paper only, the issues of the Government and the issues of banks,
Fractional currency was known as "SHINPLASTZRS,"

To sum up, the persnon to whom Cover No. 35 was addressed had ths opfiion of
paying the postage due in two wavs: (1) in coin, the sum of 30¢, (2) in
“shinplasters," the sum of 75¢,

REGISTERAD HAIL
JULY 1, 1855 - to - JUNE 1, 1R67

4s stated previously the registration of letters was authorized by the Act of
liarch 3, 1855, and the new law went into c¢ffect on July lst, 1855. The Act
provided, quote: "and to require the pre-parment of the postage, as well as

a registration fee of five cents on every such leatter, etc., etc," The word
“fee" neant cash and not postage stamns, and the payment by cash was required
from July 1, 1855 until June 1, 1867 \see peges 61, 62 and 63 of this Service).

In this connection it is interesting to note that Great Lritain adopted a
system of Registration, effective Januery 6th, 1841, and it sppears that many
of the provisions of our systenm werercopied from the =ritish, especially the
use of the word “fee," However, the Iritish were more specific and instruct-
ed their postmasters thet the "fee" must be paid in money. The following data
" is from the British nublication, "The Philatelist," December 1951, page one,
(Vol, 18 - No. 3 - Robson Lows Ltd - London):

“Registored Letters - Instructions to Postmasters, Sub-deputies, and Receiv-
ers. No. 21 - 1840 - Genecral Post Off'ice - December 1840 - On and after the
6th of January next, a system of Registration will be adopted, which will be
anplicaeble to all descrintion of letters without distinetion xooxxxx The
Postmaster, xxxx on being applied to, to Register a Lstter, will demand a
Register fee of one shilling, xxxxxxx The postaze on Registersd Letiors

must in every case be paid in advance, as well as the Zegistration Fee. XxXxx
Letters presented for the purpose of registration bearing a suffiecient number
of stamps will be considered naid letters, but the Registration fee of one
shilling must _slwayvs be paid in moner, xxxxx On the delivery of a hegister-
ed Letter to the party to whom asddressed, @ Iieceipt must be taken by the
Letter Carrier, as was formerly the case with "LIDNEY LETTIRS" xxxxxx No
letters can be refused to be Registered xxxx provided the letters are post-
ed in sufficient time, and the Registration Fee and postage are paid in

advance xxxxxxx" (end).
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EARLIEST KNCOWN COVER SHOWING THE
REGISTRATION FEE PAID BY STA:PS.

In Issue No. 10, page 63, I listed a cover in the collection of the late
Donald lacGregor from Ypsilanti, ilich. - July 3, 1867 as the sarliest uss
known showing the registrziion fee nsid by stomps. I have recently recorded
a much earlier use, viz., June 4, 1867, just three days after the new order
{permitting stamps to pay the Registry Fee) went into effect. This cove

was from New York, on that date, June 4, 1867, addreossed to London, and it
was a double 24¢ rate prepaid by a horiz. pair of the ?4¢ 1861 lilae, the
registration fee of 20¢ then in effect being paid by a horiz. pair of the
10¢ 1861, I will be glad to supply a photograph of this cover, free, to any
subscriber upon request.

FROM VIENNA TO SAN FRANCISCO
OCTOE LR 1849

Photorraph No. 36, illustrates a very remari-able cover and one of the very

few covurs that I have seen making the long journey from Zurope to California
in the year 1849, This is a blue folded lectter and bears the dste line of
"VIENNA 13 OCT 1849." In the upper right are three British stamps, viz:

one snilling - 8 two pence and one penny (approximately 30¢ in U‘S. currency).
The letter was originally addressed to YLLOYD LINTURHN, care of MINTURN & COu,
118 Wall Street, New York." I believe thst this letter was sent under separ+
ate cover to HEngland, probably with the three British stamps attached, and was
nlaced in the mail at Liverpool, Zngland on October 20, 1849. The markings
show that this wes a single rate letter of not over § ounce., On such a letter
the rate to New York was one shilling, or 24¢. One wonders the reason for

the extra payrent of three nence, (6¢), and the only explanation that I can
offer is, that if the writer pleced the stamns on this letter, then perhaps

he intenﬂed them as a prepayment of a ship letter fee into England, he
imagine thet he surely knew that the rats from England to New York was only
one shilling, not one shilling thres pence., The letter was routed, "Cunard
Steamer" and on the face is the British RExchange c¢redit marking, in red,

"5 CINTS" (for the U. S. Internal), showing that the letter was transnlv od
as directed by British Packet (Cunard) Arriving in New York, the letter was
delivered to the hall Street firm of "llinturn & Co.,“ whers it was re-addrsss-
ed to San Francisco and nailed on Nov. 6, 1849. From New York this letter
traveled by the Ocean iiail, via Panama to San Franeisco, On the facey in
red, is the well-known New York curved "PA.D," indicating payment by cash
(or charge) from New York to San Francisco,

The amount of the rate "Paid” is not indicated but it wes 40¢ per % ounce at
that period, (New York to California Via Occan lHail). The original trsat;
with Britain (Dec. 15, 1849) did not include a rate between California and
Great Britain, but tke "Amended articles" of ilay 1849, fixed the rate at 59¢
which was made up as follows: British Internal, 3¢; atlantic 3ca, 10¢;
U. 5. Internal (New York to GCalifornia), 40¢; total 59¢. The total postage
paid end collected on this letter was as follows: One shillihg (24¢) - 3
ponce (6¢): sxd at New York, 40¢ - total 70g¢. Had the letter been prapaid
_ from Liverpool to Sen Francisco direct, the rate would have besn 5Y¢. On the
beck, there is a Liverpool postmark of Oct. 20, 1849, and ons of Now ork,
dated "NOV 6," On the face at luft is an offsct impression of the Liverpool
marking. The stanps were canceled with the Liverpool numsral marking of

"466" (black).
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Regarding the Iow York postmark on the back with date of ™NuV 6" (1849).
according to my rccords ‘hore was no mail forwarded from Hew York tc Califor-
nia on Novembar 6th, 18%%. The first mail sent in November was Nov. 13th,
1849I

In the issus of the New York '"Herald” for Oct, 17, 1849, the "U. 5. Mail
Stcam Ship Co.," advertiscd the departurs of their mail stzemship the "Chio"
for Nov, 13, 1849, at 1 2.il, It was stated that the “Qhig" would stop at
the bar at Charleston, S. C., and 3avannan, Ga., to land and rsceive meils
and passengers, and, cuote: "Ths "Ohio'! will carry the Govornment mails for
the Pacific, ete., to go by the Decembor lst steamer from Panama (City).
Passengers will go by the 'S. S. aleen! from Havana, reaching Chagres in
time for the California stcamer of Dse, lst {Notc: Panamz City to Szn Fran-
cisco). The voyage is medo in eleven days. Rates to Chagres are much rc-
duced.," {end).

This was during the gold rush., Thore was no railroad across the Isthmus un-
til 1855 and passage was by fnot, mulae snd canos. This is not a vory attrac-
tive looking cover but it is a rarc bit of Philateliec amcricarna, hence this
rather lengthy analysis of it.

THZ ONE GENT 1857 - PLATS SIX

When my two-volume study of the Onc Cent 1851-57 was published in 1938, com-
paratively little progross had bzen made in the plete rsconstruction of the
lcft pane of Plate 6, but I hed completed quite a bit of the right pane., We
were quite sure at thet tinme, (and hed besn for many yesrs previous), thst
transfer roll No. 3 was used cxclusively on this plate, znd produccd the un-
listed stamps thet I designated as "Trne Va" or the "Iype V stamps with al-
most complete side ornaments," May I refsr those interested to Chapters I
and XXII in Volume One of my Ons Cent book,

Transfer roll Lo, 3 was a six-relisf roller and nnne of its reliefs had any

of the "side scratches" at rirht or left, or both., Transfer roll No. 4 was
used on Pletes 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10, and it also had six rcliefs, three of which
had the "side scratches," viz,, reliefs "B" - "C" and "D.," Thec cther thres
reliefs "AY ~ WEY gnd "F" - did nnt show the “seratches.,” On Platss 5, 7, 8,
9 and 10, thc following horizontel rows had stemps with the "side Scratches" -
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 7th and 8th. I'ono of the other five horizontal rows on the
five Type V plates had any “sideo scratchss.”

In recent years I was shown a horizontal strip of threc which contained side
by side, & Typo V (transfer »nll Nn, 4) stamp with "scratches" and a Type Va
(transfer rell No. 3) stamp with no side scratchass.

Never bafore had I seen such an item and it proved thet the originsl thsory
. that roll No. 3 was used exclusively on Plate 6 was in crror. The prcblenm
that confronted me at thet tims was as follows: (1) %:re thers any Type V
stamps with "side scratches" on plate 6, that is, did this “discovery strip"
come from Plate 6 or (2) did it coms frem onc of tho other Type V plates?

In tine, a few other strips werc discovered with similar "tyne combinations"
(V and Va) and eventually I succecdcd in plating one of tho strips as from
the left pane of Plate 6, On pegc 261 of Volume One of my Onc Ccnt study I
gave the order of entry of the relicfs of Platss 5 to 10 inclusive.
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I quote as follows from that papge:

“The transferring of all of the six plates was started in the upper lsf% cor-
ner of the stesl plate, and the transfers were laid down in vcrtical rows of
ten each. On the printed shects of starps the order of transfer was 10 R to
60 R, then 70 R to 100 K, followed by 9 R to 5% &, and 69 R to 99 R, etc.

There exis$s no question but what this order was followed becsuse the proofl
is positive, If one steps into sone oil and walks away on & paved sidewalk,
there can be no doubt about the order in whieh the footprints were lecft on

the walk, In a similar manner I have traced the direcction and order of the
transferring and proved conclusively saveral points thet heretefores had becn
puzzling. %e not only have one example to prove this order but a number of
eimilar occurrences, the most outstanding of which perhaps are the six 'curls!
on the right pane of Plate Seven. These 'Curls’ are actually the footprints
left by the 'F' relief and show conclusively the order of transfer." (end)

according to the above 10 R6 to 100 E6 woro the first ten transfors mede on
Plate 6, and the first transfer (10 R6) was msde in the top loft corner of the
stesl plato. ioving forward on the stsezl surface to the right the 10th
vertical row transferred would be the first vortical row of the right pans on
the printed shcet, None of the ten positions in this first vortical row,
(right pane) show any stamps with “side seratches," hence, in all probability
transfer roll ;-3 (no "side scratehcs") was used to transfer all of the right
pane of Plate 6, and apparently the 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th vertical rows of
the left pene of the plate. At prosent, my plating indicates thet a change
took place in the 6th vertical row of the loft pans, but so far my plating is
too incomplote in the succeeding vertical rows (5th, 4th, 3rd, 2nd and lst -
left pane) to state definitely whet actuslly may have happencd.

It is extromely difficult to "plate’ stamps from Plate 6 unless the prints
are sarly enough te show identifying plating marks, thus platcable material
is excecdingly scarce. On and off for over thirty ysars I have been working
on the reconstruction of this nlate end to date I havs succeaded in locating
113 positions out of the total of 2M00, viz., 41 from the left pane, snd 72

from the right nans.

SOME NOTES ON THE CCEAN FAIL TO CALIFORITIA

In the early deys of the Gold Rush, 1849 and 1850, the Stcamship Company under
Government contraet to carry the mail to Chagres, Isthmus of Panama, Goveen-
ment of New Grenada, transported the mail--bars =o that atlantic port, fronm
whence they were sent across the Isthmus to Panama City from thore, enothir
stecenmship company uadcr Govarnment enntract, carried the mail to Ssn Francisco,
When ths Celifornia Occen liail Route was opened lste in 1248 there wes no pro-
vision for the transit of the meils across the Isthmus. Ikail agents accompan-
ied the mail-bags by sea but in the sarly dars of the Route, thers was no ar-
rangement to carry them from Chagres to Fanema Uity. It is intercsting to note
that in order to remedy this situation, ths Fostmast.r Gensral, on Oct, 23,
1847, ordersd the cxtension of the Panama-astoria Hail Route to includo the
Isthmian trensit and sccepted an offcr from the Pacific idail Stecamship Co., (th
Pecific sidc contractor), to carry this out for $2,900 per yecar. The Pacific
contractors had no establishment at Chagros, and the Isthmian service was vory
bad, resulting late in 184y with an arrangement with the govornment of INew
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Grenadas to provide trensit across the Isthmus. Amos B, Corwine was the U. 5,
Gonsul at Panama Uity and he was appointed a U, S, Post Office Agent at
$500,00 per year, by the Postmastar General,

Mail from California-bound travelers was mailed back East from Panama City and
mail from thoss Eastward-bound wns sent back to California, hence there was a
demand in 1850-1851 for supplics of U, 8. postage stamps at Panama City,

Supplies of the 10¢ 1847 sent to Panama, Official records of the P, 0. Departe
nent disclosoc thet on Junc 22, 1850, twenty-five shcets of the 10¢ value of

100 starnps to a sheet were sent to a, B, Corwinec, U, S, P. O, Agent at Panama
City, and were received by him on July 16, 1850. & further supply of 2500 of
the 10¢ were Forwarded to him on Jan, 17, 1851, and were received on March 21,
1851. None of the 5¢ value wcre ever forwarded, The rate to or from Panama
City was 30¢, by U, S. lail, and covers are known mailed from that city with
strips of three of the 10¢ 1847, Such iail was handled by agent Corwinc,

The above is a bit of a prelude to an interesting story that I would like %o
record.

THE ZMERSON DELUXE SALE BY KEELEHER OF THY ZIGHTEEN FORTY SEVENS

My old friend Judge Robecrt S, Emcrson, passed away in Janusry 1937. For many
years previous the Judge had the nick of the finest specialized collectiors of
the "Forty Sevons" that came up at auction in Boston and New York, Somz time
before his passing he ssparated his finest off covar material in a separats
collection which he called his "Dsluxe,” Kis Deluxe “Forty-Sevens" woere held
intact by his Estete snd not offersd until Novembor 16, 1946, when they were
sold by Daniel F, Kellcher of Boston., In the sale were two superb strips of
the 10¢.

THE EMERSON TOP ROV STRIP

t 376 was a used strip of thrac whlch was described as follows: "1lO¢ blsck,

Al

wonubrfullj Tfine top row horizontal strip of thrse,- round red grid on cach
stamp. Handsomc and very rare.” This finc sheet margin strip was nurchased
by the late Saul Nowbury at a nrice of $2,900.00, the highcst price of re-
cord at which a strip of three of this stamp ever sold, '"Wonderfully fine®
was the description. This strip had wide margins on threoc sides and a wide
sheset margin at top.

Lot 377 was & horizontal strip of four plus a single attached at rights This
item went to a New York dealer w $2,800,00,

THE STORY BEHIND A RELARICABLE STRIP

A few weeks after this remarkablo sale, I paid kr, Nowbury a visit of severzl
days, and when we settled down to go ovar parts of his famous colleciion, hs
inquired what I wanted to sae first, and my reply was, “The Emerson 107 1347
top margin strip of three." After carefully studving this beautiful strip,
for some minutss, I asked xpr, Newbury if he was awarc that this item was not
only unusuel bccauso of its supurb condition, but also bacauss of anothsr
feature, and I explained thet this strip had paid a rato over a U. 5. iail
route, but its use hsd becn outside of the United Statss. He took a long look
at the strip and inquired how I had arrived at any such a conclusion as all
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he could see was that cach stemp had, what was apparently & reguls
cancclation of the period, applied in red. I then explaincd that
was originally used on a letter that originated in Lima, Peru, and w
dressed Yo a town in liexico, that tha l ttrm had boen carr1=d privL be

f
Qﬂl"‘"(ﬁl 4]

U. 3. uail ship to the Mex1can nort of uazatlan, tﬁnt th, 30¢ postage hhd been
prepaid and that in all probability Agent Corwinc had applied the top margin
strip to the cover. &tx lr. Newbury romarked thet it was a very interesting
story provided it was true° which, of course, it was, as I will sxplain,

T'0 RARE 10¢ 1847 COViRS

Some forty or rmore years ego one of the most prominent collectors of U, S, 19th
Century stamps and covars was Lrnest R, ackerman, of Plainficld, N.J., - a

State Senator, and cuite a woalthy and cherming gentleman. Scnator sckerman

in his day owned what was probably the fincst lot of the "Forty Ssveas” that
was ever gathered together in onc singie collcction. For years he owned two
very interesting covoers (folded letters) with horizontal strins of threc of

the 10¢ 1847, Both of these covors originatod in Lima, Peru, and wore ad-
dressed to a town in Wostern Hexico by th. name of Tepic, Both werc sent
under sepsrate cover, or privately, to a firm in Panams City, who no doubt
turned them over to the U. S, ilail Agent and paid the postags.

When the Ackerman colleetion was dispurscd, ons of the covors was acquired

by Judge Emerscn snd in time tho othr-r ons found its way into the collection
of forty-sevens of J, W, Sampson, In rocent Yoars the Sampson collection was
broken up and one of the covers now graces the collection of a prominent mid-
western collector. This cover is a p:rfect gem and is a vory great rariiy

as will bo noted by Photogrsph Na. 37, horowith., The lzttor inside bears a
date of Lima, Poru, Nov, 9, 1851, but tho use wes probably 1850 rathsr than
1851, but if the use was 1851, then this cover shows a use after the 1F47
stamps were demonctized as of July 1, 1§51,

The act of March 3, 1847, Sce. 7, provided the following ratc: “end all
letters carricd to or from Panams shall pay a postage of thirty conts." The
cover shows the handstamp of the Panama firm of "E. & T. SERRUYS & CALY
indicating thet the lettcr had bieen sent to them by private ship or under
separate cover for forwarding. It also bears the rare marking "BAN & SAN.
FRAN, S.S." (red), with date of "DEC 4." This marking was the abbreviation
of, “"Psnama & San Francisco Steam Ship" and was applied abosrd ship by the
U. S. Mail Agent. In =sll probability this lottor was dropped off at the
Moxican port of Mazatlan some 2100 miles from Panama and sent back scuth

to San Blas (140 miles) and thance to Tenie, 25 miles distant. Incidentally
this is the only "PAN & SAN" cover thet is known with 1847 stamps.

Regarding the other cover. In the carly ninetesn thirties this cover was ac-
quired by Judge Emerson, and it bore the same address as the above cover, but
it did not have the "Pan « Ban" mariing, nor the marking of the Panama for-
warding firm, but rather a forwarding marking of "CORWINE BROS. & CO.",-
Apperently our Ifail sgent A. B. Corwine was a member of this firm. The cover
itself was & bit ragged and not pleesing in appearance but it had a top merzin
strip of three of the 10¢ 1847 that was superb. Judge Emerson ramoved this
fine strip from the cover and placod it in his "Dsluxs collsction of thc 1847
issue," and years lator it was acquired by iy, Newbury as above rclated
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In my opinion the story behind the stamp, or the cover, is sometimcs of far
greater interest than thoe item itself.

Mr., Newbury acquired the strip fron .8 cover because it was Y"supcrb condi-
tion," with no knowledge of the story tchind it.

WE GO BACK MUL{Y-ONZ YEARS

On February ?3rd, 1911, the Nassau Stamp Co., of New York, held their 22nd
sale, and Lot 34 was a cover described as follows:

Panama, a wonderful cover." The salcs price was $46.50,

Photogranh No. 38, is a third cover from the "Barron, Forbes & Co, - TapicH®

find and it shows a triple 30¢ rate paid by two horizontal strips of three
and three singles of the 10¢ 1847, This print is a photcgraph of a photo-
print. I never saw the original covor., I have no informotion rcgerding the
inside contents of this item, othcr then that thore is no evidsnce of year
use and that the stamps are cancoled with red grids.

(End of Issuc No. 11)
Jamuary 28, 1952
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ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE

Issue No, 12 - Marech 1. 1952

Us SBa ("TW'T:LE-'L:":D MATL
STAGE COACH C . ©RS - WITH 3¢ RATES

e n

In the Knapp Sale, Wedne: .uy, May 7th, 1941, Lot ,-1528 was quits an
exceptional cover, I regret that I do not possess a photo-nrinit o
include, but if you have a copy of the catalogue of this sale,

there is an illustration on page 168, It shows a 3¢ 1857 tied to
pictorial cover by a San Francisco postmark of Dec. 1, 1860, and ad-
dressed to Decatur, Ill., The cover was one of the "CHOO CHDQ" envel-
cpes with the "By the Overland Mail Stage Via Los Angeles - Hurrah -
But we must have the.," (Railroad), The cover was ovurchased by the
late E., A, Wiltses @ $90.00, Pictorial snd stage coach covers are

- wonderful bits of philatelic Americana but I sometimes wonder if
collectors appreciate how much more rare is such a cover with a 3¢
1857 (or 3¢ payment) thean such covers with a 10¢ 1857 (or a 10¢ pay-

ment) <

The act of March 3, 1855, provided,~ that the single rate of postage
(% 0Z«) on & letter conveyed in the mail for any distance batwaen
pleces in the U, S., not exceeding 3000 miles, be three cents, for
distances in excess of 3000 miles, the rate was 10¢. At that time
all mail between the Atlantic States and the states of the far Paci-
fic was transmitted by the "Oecean Mail" Via Panama, That mail routd

was in excess of 3000 miles.

In the Fall of 1858 the Great Overland Mail Route was put into opera-
tion, The first west-bound mail left liemphis and St. Louis on Sep-
tember 16, 1858, and the first east-bound mail left San Francisco on

September 15, 1858,

Before, and for several months after the Overland Mail Service was
inaugurated, I believe it was the general impression that the total
distance over the route was much shorter than it actually was. TFor
example, an advertisement appeared in a Santa Cruz, Calif, newspapsr
of August 21, 1858, as follows:

"Three Cent Rate East Via Overland Meil. Letters for the stages by
the Overland Mail should be endorsed 'Overland liail Route,' The
postage on letters by this route is only threes cents,”

In order to carefully check the new Overland Route as to condition,
accommcdations, distances, tims consumed, etc., the Post Office Da=-
partment sent one of their special agents on the first trip East,
leaving San Frdncisco on September 15, 1858, His detailed report,
dated washington, October 18, 1858, listed the distance of the rout:
from San Francisco to St, Louis as 27944 miles. (For a map of thc
route see Ashbrock One Cent 1851-1857, Vol. 2, page 277).

Shortly after this report was published, the postmaster at San Francis
co notified the editor of the local paper, the "Alta," under date of
Nov. 15, 1858, to advise the public as follows, quots:
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"Three Uent: will pay the postage on a single letter 'Via Overlana?
as far ss Chicago, Ill, and Cincinnati, hio. Ieyond these points
the postage will be ten cents., Newspapers throughout the State will
do the public a favor by inserting this in their columns,” (end)
(See Ashbrook book - Volume Two - page 254).

In o Visalia, Calif. newspaper, deted June 30, 1859, a news item read,
"Ovﬂrland Fiail - Postage 3 cents, 4§ ounce, San Francisco to St.louis
t,...¢ Arkansas gnd Texas., 4ll other places East - 10 cents.”

There were two Eastern terminals of the "Overland Mail," viz., St.
Louis and Memphis, hence the 3¢ rate must have applied to within 205
miles, (2795 to 5t. Louis) to the east of the two terminals.

It seems probable that there must have been some confusion regaerding
post offices where the 3¢ rate ended, and the 10¢ rate commenced, be-
cause in February 1861 Congress passed a law modifying the Act of
March 3, 1855 and establishing # uniform rate of 10¢ on letters be-
tween points east and west of the Rocky lountains. For further de-
tails see my One Cent Book, Volume One, page 1l. The Act referred to,
was the "aAct of February 27, 1861 (12 Stat. 168-169) to require the
10-cent rate of postage to be prepaid on letters conveyed in the mail
from eny point in the U, S. east of the Rocky Mountains to any stats
or territory on the Pacific, and vice versa." This rate rema@ined in
effect until July 1, 1863, when a uniform rate of 3¢ per % oz. on do-
mestic letters became effective, regardless of distances transmitted,
(See Ashbrook One Cent Book, Vol. 2, Chapter 52, page 275).

If a person desired a letter to be forwarded to the Zast by the "Over-
land dgil" it was required that it be so routed, otherwise it would

be sent "Via Panama.™ The San Francisco postmaster advertised that

he had been directed by the Postmaster General to so notify the public.
(See Ashbrook Book, Vol. 2, page 253), Vhether this was required on
west-bound letters I em not informed.

In order to comply with this order California stationery stores sup-
plied themselves with pictorial envelopes with vearious routings. ZFor
example, "From San Francisco Via Los aAngeles' - or "Per Overland Mail
Via Los aAngeles," or “Putt's Overland Envelope - (Via Uncle Sam's
great mule railroad).” One might wonder why the pictorial envelopes
were apparently only prepared for east-bound mail, Why do we never
see a printed stage coach cover routed westward with - "Overland liail-
Via St, lLouis and los Angeles,"

In the early part of 1859, San Francisco was the starting point of
four prineipal mail routes to the Iast, viz:

1) Via Panama - the Ocean Xail

(2) Via Overland - Los Anpeles and St, Louis

(3) Via Tehuantepec - to New Orleans

(4) By Overland liail Via Placerville and
Salt lake, (Salt Lake City).

In 1859, (to be specific as to period), New York was the point of de-
parture for the Ocean Mail to the Pacific Coast States, "Via Panama,”
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and in all probability mail tc *  %est was forwarded by whichever

route was likely to make the besi iime, unless, of course, the lztter
had & special routing.

In the same Knapp Sale was another very rare cover, viz., Lot 1492,
a stage coach cover published st Marysville, Calif, This was a west-
bound letter "Overland - Vie Los Angeles" with a 3¢ 1857 tied by a
St. Louis, Mo, postmerk, dated June 7, 1860. This extremely rare
item sold at $85,00,

To sum up - do not underestimate the rarity and real value of an
YOverland Mail" cover with the 3¢ rate, but bear in mind the use
must be earlier than March of 1861 and later than early September of
1858, "“Westerns" are a great study, We can never learn enough
about them,

DEPRECIATED CURRELCY

$ix months after the war between the States commenced, it reguired
$120,00 in Confederate paper money to purchase $100.00 in gold, but a
year later the ratio was 3 to l, A year later, on January 1, 1804,
the ratio was 18 to 1, Surely by that time it must have been obvious
that the South could not win, A year later the ratio was 34 to 1.

It is remarkable that it was not greater. The following figures tell
the story -

Approximate value of Gold and Confederate Currency from January 1,
1862 to april 12, 1865

Date Gold Currency
Jan. 1, 1862 $100,00 5 120,00
Dec. 20, 1862 100,00 300,00
Dec, 20, 1863 100,00 1,700.00
Jen. 1, 1864 100.00 1,800,00
Dec. 20, 1864 100.00 2,800,00
Jan, 1, 1865 100,00 3,400,00
Feb. 1, 1865 100.00 5,000,00
Mar, 1, 1865 100.00 4,700.00
Apr, 10, 1865 100400 5,500.00

SPERATI COUNTERFEITS

Sperati, the stamp counterfeiter of Paris, France, was written up in
the Saturday Evening Post severzl years ago in an asrticle entitled,
"He fooled the Experts." It seems that there was more truth in that

statement than fiction. There is no doubt whatsoever that Sperat
has turned out soms very clever reproductions of some U. S. postag:
stamps. For example, the 5¢ New York Postmaster Provisional, the 10¢
1847, the Confederate Lithograph 10¢ Ross and the Confederate line
engraved "TEN." He employs methods of reproduction that give his
counterfeits of line engraved stamps, the appearance of an engraviag,
rather than an ordinary counterfeit made by a flat surface print. The
Sperati fakes are constantly turning up and our Eastern auction
houses should certainly exert more care and avoid the inclusion of
such worthless trash in their sales.
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In the Harmer Rooke Sale of Now, 15th-16th, 1951, Lot ,200 was &
Sperati Confederate "TEN" described as upused and “very fine" -
catalogue $35.00. It sold ¢ $15,00, I understsnd that Sperati
charges hualf that sum for a copy, "used" or "unused."

Fortunstely the buyer submitied the counterfeit copy to the Chairman
of the Expert Committee of the Confedsrate Society and it was identi-
fied as a Sperati, and was returned to the auction firm and & refund
was made. 4&An Army officer recently returned from Japan sent me for
examination some "bargains" he hzd obtained in some stamp shops in
Japanese cities, His bargain lot contained a Sperati 5¢ New Yorlk, a
10¢ 1847 snd a Confederate “TiN." OStamp shops all over the world are
probably well stocked with these worthless counterfeits. IBargain
hunters seeking mint ¢onies of our forty-sevens at liberal discounts
from catalogue should be wary., Barnum stated a century sgo that
there was a sucker born every minute but, of course, that was before
there were any stamp collectors.

AGAIN - TEE “PREWIERES GRAVURES OF 1861"

In Issue No, 8, pages 47, 48 and 49 of this "Service," I gave the tex
of an advertisement published in lnarch 1861 by the Postmaster General
with the heading: "Proposals for Postage Stamps." by copy was from the
"Dsily Nationzl Intelligencer," issue of larch 2R, 1861, In error, I
made the statement that the wording of this advertisement had never
been published in the philatelic press. I find that the text was pub-
lished by ¥ir. Clarence Brazer in ths Collectors Club Philatelist, issue
of July 1941, Volume XX, No. 3, pages 183-184, His copy was stated to
have appeared in the "New York Daily Tribune" of Saturday, iiarch 30,
1861, page 3.

From evidence now available it appesrs thet in answer to the advertise-
ment of the P. M, G. that the National Lank Note Co., of New York City,
submitted a bid to furnish the P. U, Ugpartment with postage stamps at
a price of 12¢ per thousand stamps, and thet under date of iay 10, 1861,
Postmaster General Blair accentad the bid of the Netional Bank Note Co.,
and awarded a six years contract to the Company. This acceptance wss in
the form of a letter from Lr. Blair to sr. James Macdonouigh, the

Secretary of the Company.

Mr, Philip H, Ward, Jr., recently furnished me with a typed copy of the
Blair letter which he unearthed in the files of the Post O0ffice Dz-
partment of Washington. &ir, “ard stated that the originzl wss in
long-hsnd and evidently was a copy of the original which was retained
by the Department, but that this copy bears the actual signature of
Montgomery Blair, the '<2.if,General.” The text of the typed copy,
furnished by itr. Ward is as follows, quote:

"Post Office Departmsnt
liay 10, 1861

James Macdonough Esg. Secy

Accept proposal of National Bank Note Co. for Postage Stanps &t twelve

cents {12¢) per thousand stamns, separated in such gquantities as may
be deily ordercd for the use of Post Offices and securely packed,
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sgresably to c¢lauc- four of the advertisement of the Departmeni dated
27 March 1861 (a ¢¢ r of which is hereto annexed) including the
direction of packeiu# and preparing blank receipts, as deserived in
clause five of tho sdvertisement, and delivering the same inte the
Post Office at Wew York,

The Yost Master Gensral elso reserves the privilege of requiring,
whenever he shall deem it expedient, that the packing, directing,
preparing receipts and delivery, as above, shall be at the Post
Office Depariment for two and a half (2%) cents per thousand stamps
additional meking fourteen & a half £14é) cents per thousand, sgres-
ably to the proposal of the said Company.

it is further provided, agreeably to the terms of the advertisement,
(above referred to) that before finally closing a contract the Nat-
ional Bank Note Co. shall prepare designs end furnish impressions of
the engravings of the several dencminations of stamps, in sheets per-
fectly gummed and perforated, with samples of eavelopes and boxes for
packing, in every way satisfactory to this Department.

(signed) M, Blair
P, iiqGeneral
National Bank Note Co,
New York."

Special attention is directed to the last paragraph of the above
Blair letter, becsuse in my humble opinion, dr., Yard has attempted to
read into this paragraph an interpretation which has no basis of fact,
I quote in part as follows from a letter I received from lir. ward,
dated December 12, 1851:

"the official letter in the Washingbon files from Montgomery Blair,
wherein he distinetly asks that befors proceeding with the complstion
of the bigger contract that the Bank Note engravers furnish new
Istamps' fully gummed and perforated, This is certainly not asking
for essays, proofs or lsbels.," lend)

According to Mr., ward, this last paragranh orders The National Benk
Yote Co, to produce and deliver to the Department the items listed in
the S, U. S. and numbered 55, 56, 57, 59 and 62. These are lir.
Luff's "Premieres Gravures,™ and ere what I call the "samples." The
Blair advertisement, dated March 27, 1861, contained this stipula-
tion, quote:

“Fach bild is to be soccompanied with a specimen of the siyle of en«
graving and the quality of the paper to be furnished, which will be
submitted to a board of disinterested experis or artists for examina-
tion; and the accepted biddsr, before ths finsl consumation of & con-
tract, will be required to preparz designs and furnish proof im-
pressions of the engravings of the several denominations of stanmps.”

I think that any fair-minded person will zgree that ir. Blair ia his
letter of May 10, 1861, merely confirmed the above stipuletion when

he stated: “before finally closing a contract the National Bank Note
Co. shall prepare designse and furnish impressions of the engravings

of the several denominations of stamps, in shcets perfectly gummead
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and perforated, with ssmples of efi““lépcs and boxes for packing, in
every way satisfactory to this Dep— “i=nt.” (end)

The actual contract wss not signed un.’'i November 5, 1861, but de-
liveries of the regularly issued stamps coemmenced on August 15, 1861,
and this date is mentioned in the official contract from which I quote:

"$o manufacture and furnish for the use of the Post Office Departmsnt
all the postage stamps which mey be required by the Postmaster CGencr-
el Tor a term of six years to commence on the fifteenth day of Auzusit
Anno Domini eighteen hundred and sixty one according to the stipula-

tions and provisions herein contained viz." (end)

The contract provided for a price of 12¢ per thousand stamps, which
was the figure stated in the Blair letter of acceptance, dated liay

10, 1861,

I have been severely criticised by various American Philateliec students
for my use of the term ‘samples” or 'sample labels" and “printers'
samples" etec, cte, The following is quoted from the official con-
tract of Nov. 5, 1861, quote:

"and that all said stamps shall be furnished in sheets, printed upon
good paper, equal to the approved sample, and in such colored inks,
of the best quality as the Postmaster General may direct." (end)

Kindly note the line "eoual to the aponroved sample." I wonder if
anyone would dispute that this reference did not refer dirsctly %o
the "samples" which obtained for the National Bank Note Co. ths six
years stamp contract in the summer of 18617

According to my understending of «r. Philip Ward's present classi-
fication of the "Premieres Gravures," they are "stamps," which wers
propared Tfor use but were never issued to the public and as such ac=
oording to lir. Lard, they have a legitimate place among our regular-
ly issudd United States Fostase stamps in the Scott Specialized
catalogue. According to bir. Wward, the “Premieres" are in the sams
category as the numerous foreign stamps, listed in the Scott cata-
logue. Some examples as follows: Barbados #21B, ,22 and ,/23. The
catalogue states these three “"were never placed in use". Also, India
#1, which the cataziogue states, “"was not placed in use," Also,
Mauritius #7 and /8, which the catalcgue states, "Nos 7 and 8 were
never placed in use." Also, Newfourdland 714, which the eatalogus
states, "was never placed in usc." Many others among tha foreign
could also be mentioned. However, in the cases cited abovs, ths
catalogue definitely states, that the items were "never placed in use,
whereas the notation above the listing of 755, states: "It is doubi-
ful that Nos. 55, 56, 56A, 57, 59, 61, 62 and 62A wsre regularly
issusd," Again I inquire, why the uss of the word doubtful? There
€xists no doubt.

1]

(End of Issue No. 12)

March 1, 1952
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ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE

ISSUE No, 13 - APR7I. 3, 1952

PHIIATELIC LITERATURE

Collectors are becoming more conscious =zach year, that in philately, thers
is possibly no safer and better 1nveutmc3t than a fine philstelic library.
In the years to come, long after we of this generation have passed on to a
non-philatelic world, collectors and philatelic students of the future
will treasure as collector items, such out standlng works as Tiffany's
"United States," Luffis “United States," Brookman's "United States," the
Dietz “Confederate States’ and such valuable specialized studies as the
Chase book on the 3¢ 1851-1857, the Brookmsn books on the 1847%s - "the
grills" and "Dank Note issues' and many others which are standard works.

I rather imagine that a complete file of the old "Philatelic Gazette,"
published in the early teens would cause cuite a bit of competition if
offered in any suction sale today. That Journal published the Carroll
Chass study of the 1847 issue, an article that surely blazed the yetb for
serious study of the postal issues of our country.

In & sale held by John Fox in New York on Lerch 4th, 1952, a number of
items of philatelic literature were sold. I predict that the prices
realized will appear very reasnnable a decade or two hence. For example,
Norona's two-volume "Cyclopedia" broucht $17,00. This has "aged" and is
now, not only a valuable reference study, but it is a “collectorfis itsm,”
end surely & "must” on the list of any collector of standard philatelic
publications, & Tiffany "U, S.7 brought $10.00. I have in my collection a
"First Edition," autographed by the famous Charley Mekeel, with date of Dsc,
22, 1887. This I regerd as a museum piece.

4 copy of my book on the "iO¢ 1855-57" realized $7.50 and a copy of my
deluxe edition of the "1861-1869" bock brought $21.50, Naturally 1 do not
consider these two books were basrgsins at the prices.

A copy of the Crocker book on “"Hawaiian Numersls" published in 1909

brought $30.00. I have a fine copy that I prize very highly as it was pre-
sented to me by the late Admiral Harris. 4n incomplete file of FPerry's

"Pat Peragraphs" sold at $57.00, and a complete file would no doubt bring a
much higher price., A copy of the Knupp study of the Pony Express {1936)
brought $5.00, and the Souren booklet on the Knapp collection sold @ $11.00,
Eleven books issued by the Americen Philatelic Congress realized $24.00

and I have little doubt that the buyer made an excellent ianvestment.

Present day collectors should not neglect any opportunity to acquire addi-
tions to their philatelic library. They should search second-hand bock
stores for such items as copies of the Annual Reports of the Postmaster
General, copies of the "Postal Laws « Reguletions,” U, S, Postal Guides,
Lists of U, S, Post Offices, in fact, anything pertaining to U, S. postal
history. 4and one should not pess up any offers of auction catsloguss of
outstanding collections. For exasmple, the catalogues of the sale of the
Green collection, the arthur Hind collection, the catalogues of the sale of
the Knapp collesction, of the licody collection and the famous Emerson collec-
tion and numerous others. Thase bonks, nicely illustrated, are invaluable
text books and will be highly prized in the years to cone,
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In all modesty, I would like to mention a few of my most valued collect
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items. A copy of the deluxe edition of Luff on Heavy paper, copy No. 3
and autographed by r. Luff. Only fifty were issued. My copy was cwned
by my old Friend, the late Charles ., Severn. + also have the Luff bock
from the Library of the late Kobert V. Chambers, and bearing his autegraph.

~
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The Xlein book on "Packets," the Slater book on the "Providence," the
Waterhouse “United States,' Sternis “"Free Franking," Wiltsee's "Gold Rush
Steamers," Hafen's “Overland Mail," Harlow's "0ld Way Bills, "Kemble's
"Panama Route" and many, meny other outstanding studies.

Tske my advice, become a 'serious collector” of philatelic literature,
Watch the auction gatslogues for offerings, anrd, if you are not a member
of the "Philstelic Literature sssociat:on," it will perhaps prove ad-
vantageous for you to joina

STANP CCOLORS
1847 - 1865

In my opinion, the mast outstanding of colors listed im the S, U, S,"
from the 1847 issue %o 1865 are the following:

Crange - S. U, S. ;1C

(2) 5¢ 1857 - Indian Red (Type I) listed under ;728 as "Henna Brown"
(3) 5¢ 1857 - Orange Brown (Type II)= S.U.S, 730

(4) 3¢ 1861 - Pink end Pigeon Blood - S. U, S. j64

(5) 24¢ 1861 - Violet - S. U. S, j760.

(1) 5¢ 1847

5¢ 1847 ORAIIGE
The stamp listed in the catslogue as the No, IC -~ 5¢ 1847 Orange is what I
call the “S. U. S. Orange," or the catalogue color., It is a bit tooc brown
or reddish to resemble the peel of a ripe orange. The catalogue lists
“"Orange Brown" ana “Brown Orange" and to describe the IC, perhaps it would
be corrsct to state that the color listed as Ne, IC is a stamp which has &
bit mors yellow than either the Brown Orange or the Orange Brown, Here=-
after I will refer to these two colors as “B,U," and "0,B," Stamps offer-
ed in auctions as the IC are HImost invariably the "B,0," or "0.B.% and
very seldom is a copy of the real IC offered. The S, U, S. prices the
IC at $750.00 unused and $100.00 used.

The 5¢ 1847 Orange should be accorded a major listing in the %3, U, S5,
An unused copy in sound condition of the IC thet 1 would authenticate
would certainly be a very great bargain @ $750,00, hence such a figure
in the catalogue is meaningless and with no basis of fact, While 3100
might be a bit high for s fine B,0. or U,B, it is rather way out of
date for even a-‘'good" copy of the S, U. S, Orange IC. One should not
overlook an opportunity to acquire a copy of the IC, but it should bs
authenticated by a recognized authority.

5¢ 1857 - TYPE I - INDIAN RED

The second c¢olor on my above 1list is the 5¢ 1857, Typs I, Plate One, the
“Indian Red" (referred to as "I.R.") or the S. U, S. ;728, minor variecty
without number, “"Henna Brown." I suppose both names are very good but I

prefer the one that the catalogue used for so many years, "Indian Rec ™
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. but which wes chanred by kirs, Hugh Clark who had a friend with red hair

of a color that closely resembled a copy of the 5¢ 1857, Indian Red in tha
Luff reference collectiorn. Way back in the nineties, Mr. Iuff listed this
color as "Carmine Brown,"

The "I,R," is a very beautiful and rich color and fine "fresh" examples in
well-centered conditicn ere indeed rare. The S. U. S. prices the Red
Brown, Type I, at $32.50 and the "I,R." at $75.00., In my humble opinion,
one is either too low, !%he "R,B."), or the other is too high. Perhaps
the R.B, is too low. Tne »'igures in the S. U. 8, under No, 28 for “"On
cover? - ¥WPair® . "Strin of Tarse® and YBlock of Four," all refer to the
Red Brown, Type I, and 210 est:mates are given for the Indian Red., In my
opinion, the color is ouuvsveanding and should be given a major listing in
the S. U. S. with quotations for singles, pairs, strips, blocks, covers,
cancelations, ete. Surely such additional data would be instructive and
helpful to collectors end dealers alike.

The "I,R." is as distinctive a color as the 5¢ 757 - Type II - No. 30 -
the Orange Brown, which hes a major listing, or the 3¢ 1851 "Orange
Brown' with & major listing ss well as the 3¢ 1861 Pink with a major
listing.

The S, U. S. suppliies no information cn the 5¢ "I.R.," except to indicate
that a used copy is worth over 2; times the Red Brown. When was the
stamp issucd? One would never lsarn from the catalogue. My earliest
recorded use is March 21, 1858, Iy way of comparison, the #27, the Brick
Red, Type I, is quoted at $65.0C used, on cover & $90.00, so I suppose &
single "I.k." onr cover would figure sbout $100,00, with a pair (off) @
approximately $200.00 and 2 strip of three ¢ $275.00 to $300.00,

Incidentally, the listing of the 5¢ 1857 in the S, U. S, is not in the
proper sequence of issue and it seems to me that it would be an improve-" .
ment if the colers and types were listed in the following order. The datas
given are the wvariiest recurded uses of genuine items in my record, which
is regarded as official.

Type I »~ ReC 3rown - aupust 28, 1857 - Plate I
Type I - Indian Red - Harch 31, 1858 - Plste 1
Type i - Brick Red - Octcher 6, 1858 -~ Plate I
Type I - Brcwn - July 6. 1859 - Plste 1 (note below)

Type II - Brown .- May 14, 1860 -~ Plate 2
Type II - Orange Prown - kay 8. 1861 - Platas 2

*Note:~ The S. U, S. gives Ju'y 4, 1B59 but I have no record of such a use.
5¢ 1857 - Type II - OR4NGE BROWN

No. 3 on my color list above is ths 5¢ 1857 -~ Type II - Orange Brown,

S. U. S. No. 30. <+ believe thet this cclor frequently proves puzzling to
c¢ollectors and is very often confused with the S. U. S, No, 30A, the Typs
II "Yellowish Brown." among copies of the 5¢ 1847, a "Yellow Brown" of

the 5¢ 1857 would probably classify as a very good "Orange Brown" or
.»ossibly very near to the No. IC, orangs.

Unused copies of the No. 30, the 5¢ L557 Urange Brown, Type II, are not
scarce and it is advisable to obtein a very fine color example and use it
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as a reference copy to identify used copies of the 0,B,, but it is also
advisable to bear in mind, that the great majority of "ugel" copies of
No. 30 that are offered at auction, and also &t private sale, have faks
cancelations. A used copy is priced Q@ %3%7.50, and, of course, such a
‘Tigure for a genuine used c¢opy is absolutely ridiculous, and it no doub®
refers to copies with fake grids, or other type of fake cancelations.

At the outbresk of the Civil Lar all the stamps of the 1857-1860 issues,
then 14 stock in post:dffices thruout the country, were demonetized, com-
mencing in the latter part of August of 1861.

4 use of the 5¢ 1857 0,B. is not recorded in my records earlier than May
8¢h, 1861, hence one can appreciate why genuinely used coples are scarcs,
and also why covers, that are unquestionably genuine are very rars. I
dare state that the catalogue figures of $37.50 for used, “olf cover," end
$200.00 for “on cover," are very much out of line. I recall a very mar-
velous cover that was offered to me many years ago. It was truly superd,
but unfortunately the date of use was in august 1859. The faker who sub-
stituted the "0,.B." for snother 5¢ was evidently unawara that no Type II,
Plate 2 stamps were issued earlisr than the spring of 1860.

3¢ 1861 PIIK

No. 4 on my color list is the 3¢ Pinik of 1861 - 8, U, S. No. 64, We en-
counter all sorts of "Pinks," viz: *“Near Pink" - "Rosey Pink" - "Pinkish
Rose," the "S. U. 5. Pink" and the rare and very elusive "Pigeon Blood,"

The editor of an auction catalogue is given a 3¢ 1861 to enter in a sale
and if it has any resemblance to @ Pinkish tint, the chancas are thst it
will be listed as a "Pink." In so many cases, I have found such stamps
to be the “Pinkish Rose"and &s such, to have a value far less then a real
Pink,

Many years ago I started to put together some reference copies of the 3¢
1861 Pink, and thru the years I have endeavorsd to select specimens which
I considered were most typical of the tints ranging in scale, from the
common Rose, (printings of 1861) to the finest “Pigeon Blood." When a
stamp is referred to me for an opinion, I maske a dirsct comparisocn with
my reference copies. By such direet side-by-side comparison it reaslly is
remarkable what a great difference there is between a fine "Desp Pigeon
Blood" and a “Pink," the latter being what I classify as the S. U. S.
“Pink." Also what & difference there is between a "Pink" and the more
common Pinkish Rose.

The 3¢ 1861 stamps in the “Pink" end "Pinkish Rose" colors of 1861 wers
probably printed in June and July of 1861, and such colors, were succeeded
no doubt by the Rose. In the first deliveries of the 3¢, made to the P.O.
Department in aAugust 1861, stamps of early and later printings were sursly
mixed together, hence we have recorded uses at the same periods, {August -
September 1861} of the Pink and Rosea.

Inssmuch as 3¢ 1861 stamps in the Pink class were nrinted almost 91 years
ago it is more than probable thet a great meny copies in aexistence today
are & bit different from the original appearance. In other weords,
“natural chengelings in color." For example, here before me is a stamp
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which is & very pale "Pink," but though a pale tint, ncvertheless it is a
"Pink" ~ Porhaps when this stemp was printed in the summer of 1861 it was
s very Tine “deep Pigeon Blood% ™ rer the years, due to climetic con-
ditions, its ocnce bright color huc [zded 2 bit, and now it is just a
“pale Piak."

e

If one wishes to collect stamps of the rare colors, he should pay a greaet
deal of astvention to the paper. If the paper was originslly of a fine
quality and white, then specimens selected for color, should be rasiricted
to stamps on white paper. Paper that was conce white may today be a gum-
stained yellowish white, or a pale brownish white or a grayish white. A
fine Pink, or a Pigeon, on a white paper that shows no age or deterioration
in color, or quality, is something very different from such c¢olors on a
paper thet is yellow with age,

Perhaps the guestion might be raised zs to the possibility that originally
all of existing Pinks were Pigeon Bloods, or that all the inferior "Near
Pinks" were originally Pinks, L doubt that such is true as I believe there
is a difference betweon a faded color and one that has not faded.

In the Edgar B. Jessup collection is a most remerkable cover. It has two
3¢ 1861 singles, One is a gorgeous "Pigeon Blood,” the other a very fins
Pink, Here on a cover, side-by-side, are the two colors for compariscn
and the difference is remarkable. This rare cover came from the Harold C.
Brooks collection and was in an original "find" made by him.

In the course of & year's time, I "pass" on many copies of the 3¢ 1861
“Pink," but the examinations are meds in good daylight and by direct side=~
by-side comparison with my reference copies. Very, very seldom does a
Pigoon Blood show up.

24¢ 1861 VIOLET

No. 5 on my color list is the 24¢ 1861 Violet - S. U, S. ,60, This stam
should be listed in the S. U, S. under the heading “Rezular Issus,"
following #69, the 12¢ Black. It should not be included with the “Samples®
or "Esszys" as scme chusse to ecall the “Premieres Gravures.! And, of
course, this also applies to the 10¢. Type L (aAugust) 758. In listing of
"The Firet Dasigrs® we have a senseless error made over half s century ago
end still perpetuated in the Scott catalognes. The British "Gibbons"
Catalogue removed the "Premicres" ssveral years ago.

Earliest dated covers with the ?4¢ show the stamp in a “"Bluish Violet®
color, but covers dated in the last several months of 1861 show the 24¢
stamp in a color that is not as bluish as the earlier prints but in a coclor
which has more red, and which I call a "Reddish Violet." The stamp listsd
in the S. U. S. as j7CB, "Steel Blue,™ ie, in my opinion, a "natural color
changeling" of the 24¢ Violes.

EVEN EXPERTS DIFFER ON COLORS

Last fall, a collector advised a dealer that he wanted an unused copy of
the 24¢ 1861 Red Lilac, 7#7C. The dealer cbtained a copy from a fellow
dealer and submitted the stemp to the cellector, who in turn sent the stamp
to the Expert Committee of the Philsteiic Foundation. New York City. In
due course, the Committee issued their cortificate rumbered 3442, dated
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January 7, 1952 to Mr. , and signed by Theodore E. Steinway, Cheir-
man of the Expert Committee. This cerxrtificate read, quote:

"We have examined the attached . 5 United States 1861, 24¢, rod lilae,
of which & photograph is affixed - :low, submitted by Mr. s and
are of the opinion that it is mo' , 70, but 78, cleaned, not unused,"(cn.)

The collector returnsd the stamp i¢ the dealer and the owner; not being
patisfied with the Foundation sertificate submitted the stamp to mae: Da=-
ceuse my l:tter in reply to the owner, might be of interest to anyocne who
is interested in the 24¢g 1861 stamps I am quoting it herewith:

"darch 3, 1952,
Mr,

Dear

Re - yours of the 27th and the 24¢ 1861 which I return herewith, This is
the stamp for which the Philatelie Foundation issued their certificate No.
3442, dated Jan. 7, 1952, to Hr. with the statement that the
stamp was, quote: 'mot ;770 - but 7#78.°

I have carefully examined this copy. In the '5,U,S.! undor the listing of
No. 70 is & notation which reads: 'Color changelings, espeoially of No.78,
are frequentiy offered as No. 70B,' - The latter is the so-callsd 24¢
Steel Blue. The cnclosed stemp is a faded-out color and is, therefors, to
a certain degree a changeling of color, and in all probability a 'chemical
color changeling.' In other words, not a 'metural color c¢hengeling' but a
changeling in color produced by same chemical agent used for the purpose
of removing a cancelation. In my opinion this stamp is not 770, neither
is it 778, becsuse it is no longer what it was originally - not ths
original color, but a changeling of the original color. What the original
color was is a bit immaterial dbut in all probability the stamp could be

clessified as follows:
‘This was a Red Lilac¢c before certain unknown elements

or agents changed the original color to its present eppsarance,!

It is just as absurd and utterly ridiculous to c¢lassify this copy as a
Red Lilac {No. 70} as it is to classify it as the Lilac No. 78.

I do not know positively whether this stamp has been cleaned of & cancela-
tion or not, but I strongly suspsct that such was the case and is the
cause of its miserable appearance,

As you are well aware, I do not believe that the so-called '24¢ Steel Blus'
3, U.5. No, 70, is an original color but that the stamps certified as genu-
ine 'Steel Blues' by recognized authoritises are 'natural changelings of
color' from the 24¢ Violet 7#60. The S. U. S, states that ‘color changelinms!

especially of No. 78 are offered as 70B. This I doubt, and would state that
the items referred to are fchangelings in color' - (natural) of No, 60 znd
No. 70, the Violet and Red Lilec, respectively, There are many stamps which

erc sold as No. 78 which are in fact color changelings of the Red Lilac
No. 70,




Page #84

VWould you care to challenge any of the facts as set forth above?

Among our revenue stamps, the 14¢ Playing Cards! is listed as VIOLET but I
suppose there are more Stes! Ilues in existence than VIOLETS, yet the 8. U,
S. does not list a 4¢ Playing - rd & Jiue. Do you ¢unpouc there is

anyone so naive as to assert that iic +¢ Playing Cards stamp was ever
issued in the Steel Blue color, yet we have many experts who a:sert that
the 24¢ 1861 was issued in that 'peculiar' blue color, known as the
'Steel Blue.!
Sincerely yours,
{signed) Stanley B, sshbrook"

ALGAIN WE DISCUSS THE 5¢ 1847 ORANGE

The 35th annual Convention of the 4. P. U, was held at Providsace, R.I. in
1920, and Dr. Carroll Chase was elected President, and Mr. adolph rart"
was appointed Editor of the "Amrican Philatelist," serving for epproxl
mately seventeen years theresafter. I attended that 1920 Convention and
several events stand out very clearly in my mind, one of which was a gasli-
ering in the hotel room of Senator Ernest R. Ackerman, for a private shoi-
ing of his magnificent collection of the U, 5. 1847 Issue., &mong thoss i
attendence were Judge Robert S, Emerson, Ur., Carroll Chase, lr. A. B,
Slater, Elliott Perry and perhaps severel others whom I do not recall. I
believe the main topic of discussion was a single, off cover copy of the
5¢ 1847 "orenge" that belonged to iLir. Slater, who was known as "Uncle
John," Up to that time I had never seen such a remarkable example of the
5¢ 1847 "Orangs," and if I have ever seen one that would match thst Slater
copy in the intervening 32 years I do not recall it. In lster years,
Judge Emerson acquired the "Slater copy" and well do I remember a visit to
the Emerson home in Providence in October of 1935 and again having a good
look at that 5¢ stamp. I mey be mistaken but it is my recollsction that
the Judge to0ld me at that time thet he had never ssen a 5¢ in as orange a
color as thet psrticular copy. I madc a memo at the time that the color
was similar to the peel of a rips orange. Ly reccords show, that at my ro-
quest, the Judge sent the stamp to me in August 1936 and my memo made at
thet time, reads as follows: ®5¢ 1847 - Vionderful QRANGE, single copy off
cover - the wonderful orange copy Ex-5Slater collection is in collection of
Judge Robt. 5. Emerson - tho most pronounced shade I have ever scen of this
stamp - Slater -~ Imerson copy - R.S.5. sent it to me sugust 1936 - I rsad
it by Ridgway as 'DARK ORANGE RUFOUS - II - J - Plate 2,'" (end)

Those who own & copy of the book, "COLOR STANDARDS AND NCMENCIATURE®™ by
Robert Ridgwsy, can refer to the color .chart and get en excellent idea of
the color of that remarkable stamp.

In one of the salss of the Emerson collection, held by Kslleher on Nov.l5,
1946, the Slater copy was Lot ;7193. It was illustrated and briefly de-
scribed as follows: “5¢ Bright Orsnge, blue itown, extremely fine and rarc,
It was purchased by Edson J. Fifield for $420.00,

Judge Emerscn acquired the stamp in & ssle of the Sleter collection, held
ilerch 23, 1935. It was Lot 201 and was described as follows: "5¢ Bricht
Orange - No. 28C - town cancellation, tiny tear snd faint cresse, never-
theless desirables because of attractivences and remarkable color."The sals

price was $160,00.
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In August of 1917, the first auction sale of the remarkable co‘lpcﬁ‘cn ol
Commodore George I, Worthington (Cleveland) was held by J. C, Morgenthau
¢ Co. in New York. In the session of August ZlSu, 1917, Lot #19 was the
5¢ 1847 thet is now known as the "Salter copye." It wes degcribed as
follows: "5¢ Orange (28B) - Brilliant shsde - lightly cancelled in blu
very fine and rare (Catalogue $7.00)." The sale price wes 48,00 (fine
coples of the 5¢ 1847 were selling around $4.00 at thet tims), I sent
for the stamp before the sale but it was out on inspection snd I did not
get to see 1t, though I note I entered a medest bid. In the ssme =als,
Lot 20, wes described as a 65¢ Orango - horizontal pair. This was sent to
me but my opinion at the time was that it was not “"orange." The sale
price was $16.50.

Sev=“al years ago ay good friend Carroll Chase presented to me ths ro~
cords that he compiled on the 1847 Issue, prior to the time that he wrote
his 1916 article on the 1847 Issuc, published in the old "Philatelic
Gazotte" and mentioned in the first part of this issue. I was unable %o
find any mention of the "Slater" copy in his records, so it is possidble he
wes not aware of its existence when he wrote his asrticle. I have thres
index cards from the Chase records, recording three exceptional items

he had seen, viz:

(A) "5¢ BRIGHT ORAINGE SHADE - Superb - New York May 6, 1851 to New Haven
Conn - an 1850 shade used a 1little lste."

‘(5) "5¢ Brilliant Orange shade ~ showing peculiar effect due to oxidation -
From New York to Albany Apr 21"

(C) "Two - 5¢ - most brilliant orange shade seen, 4An 1850 shade, Blus

thumd print cancellstion, Oberlin, O, to Boston, iMass. Apr. 10, 1851"
{end)

Elliott Perry had some very interesting remarks on the 5¢ 1847 COrangs in
his "Pat Paragraphs" - Issue No, 46 - lisrch "44,from which I gquote in

part as follows:

"The particular 5¢ 1847 stamp which hes been recognized as THE true orangs
was in the Worthington collection and was cancelled in dlue. AT the A.F.S5,
Convention in Providence tunt stamp belonged to YUncle John' Slster and
was carefully compared with cvery 5¢ 1847 stemp in the Ackermon collssiion~
Some 1200 copies all told, Altho the Ackerman collection included all ths
varieties of cclor or shade which had been in the Chase, licDaniel and
other collscticna, it did not contain one stamp of the exact color of 1i
Worthington-Slater copy« There wers not more then two or thres which ws
o

close enough to the Slater copy to have perhaps come from the same shes
(end
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THE RIDGVAY RIADING

Attention is called to the fact thet when I made my Ridgway roading of ti:
Slater copy in 1936, I thought it wus comparable to Ridgway's "II J®
(Plete 2). Chase called "IIT" “Brownish Orange" in his 1916 list ef yca:
colors. His "Orenge" was given as “II -~ 1% which in the Ridgway boock is &

color with less black then "J," In other words, a lighter orange, or more
of & true orange,; and if perchance we wove both right in our Ridgway
ings, thes Shase had seen a stemp before 1010 that was a lighter orance

e8




than the Slater copy, DBoiled down I think that this simply means that Tow
of us sec colors exactly alike. .

Incidentally Ur. Iuff did not 1list an "Orange" among the colors of th
in his book which was written about 1896 but he did list "ORANGE BROW

and a "RED ORAIGE." I am wondering if the 3. U, S. 7IC = the "3, U.

orange" is what Mr. Luff called the "Red Orange," and I am alsoc wondering
if that term would not be far more correct for the catalogue than the temm

"ORANGE?"

5¢ 1847 - A MOUT REMATEABLE COVEE

While we are on the subject of the 5¢ 1847 I am including herewith Phgto-
graph No. 39, This is a photograph of & photograph, hence not as claar
and sharp as one of my originals., I have no idea who owns this "Court
House" cover which shows an cntire horizontal row of ten of the 5¢ uscd
from New York to Waukegan, Ill,, apparently in the last month of use of
the Forty Sovens - June 1851, I possess no other record of a cover with a
strip of tenr of the 5¢.

A ViRY RARE .ESTERN EXPRESS

Photograph No. 40, herewith, shows a very remerkable Westcern item. This
is a 3¢ 1961 Pink on white U. S. envelope (UZ4) with the "Frank" of
"Langton's Pioneer Express," and also the brown adhesive stamp of th
"Humboldt Express" (86Ll)., £ am reliably informed thot s cover such
this is missing from some of our finest collections of Western Franks.

The adhesive stamp reads as follows: “HUMBOLDT E(PRESS - NEVADA TERRITORY e
25¢ to % 0z. - EICLOSED IN QUR FRAIKS - I4NGTON & CO," - The large blue

oval merking reads: "LANGTON!S - UIIICHVILLE -~ PIONITER EXPRESS." Ths town
of Unionville was in Humboldt County, Nevada.Territory. The envelope is

addressed to Bidwells Ber, Butte Co,, Cal,

(6]

(4]
(4]

This cover is quoted in the 1952 5, U, S. 2t ¥500,00, but in a sasle of the
femous lioody collection by H. R, Harmer, Inc., New York, held on Novemb
27, 1950, this cover, Lot 205, chonged hznds G ¥1,000.00, though the ca
logue value at that time was given € $300.00. This cover was probably
gquired by iir. Moody when the Stephen D. Brown collection was sold in INev
York by Harmer, Rook & Co. In one of the DBrown sales, November 3rd, 1939,
this cover was Lot 1935, and illustreted. The suzle price was $250.00
(Colson). The catalogue was ¥300.00.

T
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In "Stemps" issue of lay 5, 1951, (Vol. 75, No., 5, whole 973), I published
en arti cle, entitled, "Genesral Jomes Vi. Denver." This was the men Tor whonm
"~ the City of Denver, Colorado, wes nemed, as Gen'l Denver was Governor of
Xansas Territory when gold was discovered on Cherry Creek in 1858,
Colorado at thet time was a part of Xansas Territory.

Gen'l Denver was born in Virginia but st an carly sge his fathsr moved ic
Ohio. He wes in the war with Mexico and in 1850 he located in Califoraiz
where he was elected a State Senator in 1852. In 1852, in the most
famous dusl ever rough in California, ho killad Edward VW, Gilbert, ox-
member of the U, S. Congress end senior editor of the "Alita Californin,”
lergest o0 most influential newspaper in the state. Gilbert was elect
%o Congross dn 1849 end took his seat whon Culifornia wes admitted zs a
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stete in September 1850,

Photograph Ho. 41, shows a cover Tronked "Frsge" by Gilbert, as an "il.C."
e few months after he began his term. This cover was moiled from Naw
York on Dac. 1), 1850 and wes first roted es unpuid with ¥40" due, the
latter being crossed out. San Jose wags st that time the capitol of ihs
new state. I regurd this cover as a very rare znd interesting "Western.™
That unfortunaste duwel deprived the necw state of the services of a very -

" able newspaper man and affocted the subsequent career of a great
Ameriocan, “eneral Jemes V. Denver.

o> "

]End of Issue No. 13)

April 3, 1952.
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ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE

ISSUE No, 14 - MAY 8, 1952

TEE _OCEAN JIAIL TO CATLTTORNIA
CALIFORNTA ru” ER

£

Photorrazh 42, i1llustrates a very rare cover in the collection of lr,
Edgar B, Jessup of Oakland, Calif's This is a "California Penny Pf;u
cover," mailed from New York to San Francisco and addregsed, "o Agon
the Penny-Post Co," It has & 10¢ 1855, green, Type II, which
the cover by the well-known "New York Ocean Lail" (to Panama)
"Sep 20," no indication of year use, but probably 1855. “This cover is
doubtless unique. It is one of two known Penny Post covers used East to
West, that is, from the Atlantic States to California. It is the only one
known with the New York "Ocean Liail® postmark, also the only Califorania
Penny Post cover with a stamp of Swarts' Local Post - (New York City).

Lnd further, this Penny Post cover with the frank "PAID 6" is the cnly c¢aoc
of which I have any record, and it is not listed in the 5. U, S, - Ses
1952 Zdition - "IOCALS" - pege 413, illustration L98D. This shows "PAID 7"
but there is no listing of a “PAID 5." mhe listing should be, "Vith U. S.
No. 14 Loeal 136L14."

‘(See Ashbrock One Cent 1851-1857 - Volumo 2 - page 309.- Figurs 53M illus-
trates the listed "PAID 7" type).

Why this "Local" has never been listed in the "S, U, 35." is a mystery as
the cover is genuine beyond any question of a doubt and it has been known

for over a decade.

The analysis of this great rarity is as follows: (The originsl letter was
enclosed in another addressed envelope and enclosed in that of the Penny

-

Post.,) It was transmitted to the New York Post Office by Swarts?® Iocal

post and went by the U, S: Ocean Mgil Via Panama to San Francisco - de-

livered to the "agent" of the Penny Post, it was opened and the eddressed
envelope and enclosed letter was delivered without delay to its destina-
tion, the 5¢, "PAID 5" frank, insuring such delivery service. Ths notice

in upper left corner stated: "Lettsrs enclosed in these envelopes xxx
. directed to the Agent of the Penny-Post.co., xxxx will be delivered immed-.
iately on the distribution of the mails ia San Francisco, sfc., eic
Further instructicns on this envelope reads:

¥Seal your letter and direct it as usual: then enclose the same in this
envelope, -writing nothing thereon except the town or city whesre the lestter
is to be delivered. It is unlswful to enclose in &n envelope letters to

more %than one address." (end)

I believe this cover was first noted whan it appeared in a Iagrence &
Stryker Sale held Feb, 20, 1942 It was Lot ;5199 and sold G $330.00,

being purchased by Mr. Harold W, Carhert of New York City. iir. Jessup
the runner-up.

Mention was made in "“STAMPS," issue of February 21, 1942, from which I
guote in part as follows:

“ILaurence & Stryker in their 115th Sale, Feb. 21, 1942, feature zn unlist-
ed California envelope xxxx This newly discovered '57 was pert cf & recent
find of unusual California material, now being made available through

Laurence & Stryker of New York. The cover is 'black on buff,? etc., etc.
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The cover again came up for aale by Vahan Llozian, an. on June 3, 1944,
being Lot lio. 1322, and described in part as follows:

"Unrecorded type of entire envelope, with 'California Penny Postage PAID
5," in frame similas to the type L9830 in the cata;ogua. XXX An unique
and matchless piece; the ygeu of any collection.”

The sale price was $40%.00 and the buyer was the late Y. Souren.

For a third time the cover came up in a sale by Eugene N, Costales, New
York, on June 7, 1949,.beirg Lot ,/290. For the third time mention was
made that it was no% listed, but Mr. Costales referred to the Ocean Mail
postmark as the "CLIPPuR SHI?," the silliest term, and the mcsi ignorant,
as has ever been appiicd to any U. S. postal merking.

The sale price was $37C.00 and lMr., Jessup was the buyer.

The California Penny Post Co. commenced operations in June 1855, with the
purpose of furnishing nore efficient postal service than the U. S. Post
Office Department. Within a year their operation was stopped by the
Government. The story of the short existence of this Penny Post Company
and their fight for survival is very interesting. MMr. Jessup is one of
our leading authcrities on the subject and perhaps he will in the not too
distant future, publish an exhaustive study.

THE NEW YORIC "OCusN ITATILY POSTMARK
(lMeil Via Panama)

It is perfectly absurd to refer to this marking as the "Clipper Ship," be-
cauge no mail that was ever carried by any "Clipper Ships" bore this mark-
ing. There was never any "U, S, Iail Route" by Clipper Ships "“Around the
Horn" and while the first U, 3. contract mail to California was inaugurat-
ed in October 1848, the New York Post Office did not put this "Ocean lail"
rostmark into use until over five years later, or February 1854, It was
discontinued at some period during the lstter part of 1861, but I have
never been able to discover but one item of the 1861 issue showing i%s
use. This is a block of four of the 5¢ 1861 buff, off cover, with ths
date "NOV 1," surely 1861, This block came from the Sir Nicholas Water-

house collection and it now reposes in bir. Jessup's collection,

VIA CVERLAND IIAIL
“FORHARDED"

T

Photopraph No. 43, illustrates a very rare cover in the collection of Dr.
W, S. Polland, which may be unique, at least, I have never seen another
which is in its classification. What is it about this cover that makes
it so very unusual? Here.is a cover that was used in July - August of
1860, and traveled from San Francisco by the "Great Overland Mail" (Stags
Coach) to lissouri and railroad to New York City for the sum of 2 x 3¢
when the regular rate was 10¢ either by the Panema or Overland iiail Routies.
It was carried from San Francisco to 5t, Louis for 3¢, the legal rate =t
that time for half-ounce letters transmitted over a U. S, Mail Route for -
distance of 3000 miles or less. At St. Louis, the letter was forwarded %o
New York for another 3¢, meking a total of 6¢, Had this letter been ad-
dressed to New York City when it left San Francisco, it would have rsqulrzd
a payment of ten cents, but because it was addressed to St, Louis and 39
re~addressed and forwarded to New York, it only required a total paymeat of

six cents.,
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IT IS THE STORY BEHIND A ¢OVER THAT MAKES THE COVER
(And incidentally adds 2 1¢5 intrinsic value,)

Kindly refer to pages 72, 73 and 74 of this "Service" regarding the "Over-
land Meil," "Via Los Angeles" to Memphis and St, Louis. Cover No, 43 i

a plctorial stage coach cover supplied by "Geo., B. Hitchcock", a "station-
er" of San Francisco, showing a coach and four horses, hence what is call-
ed a "Four horses Hitchcock." This same cut of coech and four horsss was
used by other stationery stores in California but I believe that the ones

supplied by "Hitchcock" are semi-rare.

The envelope was addressed to Gen!l E, A. Hitchecock care of "Henry Hitch-
cook” - Saint Louis, thus three Hitchcocks, "George" - YE. A." and
“"Henry." Both 3¢ stemps are the Tvpe II but the one placed cn the envel-
ope at St. Louis is on a very thin paper as a part of the San Francisco
postmark under the stamp shows thru the thin paper. This is even mors
noticeable in the photograph, The date of the San Francisco postimark
shows "JUL" but the day date is not legibls, However, the mzil coaches of
the "Overland Mail" departed from San Francisco on ths following dates in
July 1860: 2nd, 6th, Sth, 13th, lﬁth 20th, 23rd, 27th and 30th. An ad-
vertisement of the "Overland Mail" puhlAahﬁd in November of 1858 read as

follows:

"Overland Mail Company
Via Los Angsles
Time of departure chenged.
On and after the first day of December 1858, the coaches of THE OV-RLAND
IATL COMPANY will leave the office, corner of Vashington and ﬁeardy Stsey
(Plaza) as follows:
THROUGH LMAIL
Mondey end Friday, at 12 o'clock 1,
. Fort Yuma and intermediate stations
llonday, Wednesday and Friday, at 12 o'clock, lMeridan, instead of
12 ofclock, midnight, as heretofore.
Fars - From San Francisco to Fort Smith, Arkansas, or to terminus of the
Pacific Railroad,
One hundred dollars
Louis Mclane
Agent Overland Mail Co,"

The Act of March 3rd, 1855, provided,

"That from and after April 1lst, 1855, the single rate of postage on =
lstter conveyed in the mail for any distance bsiween plades in ths United
States not exceseding three thousand miles, im three ceats; and for any
distance exceeding three thousand miles, ten cents,"

- This very unusual "Overland Mail" cover shows a legal transmission by the
U, S. Mail for 6¢ at a time when the above law was in effect.

This cover is torn at upper left and part of the label that is missing has
been added by pencil, also ons of the stamps has a piece missing, hence
the stiekler for ultra-csondition woulé probably turn this cover down, yeu
it is & postal history item of great interest and far more rare than a

Ste Louis Bear cover, or a Pony Zxpress.
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ANOTHER OVTRLAND COVER
¥FORVARDAD"

Photograph No, 44, illustrates a "Randnl" stoge and six horses, pictorial
cover in the collaction of Dr. VW, 8. rolland that is also most unusual,
Note the routing on this cover, "Cverland - Via Placerville & Saly Loka
Thus not by the southern route Via Los iAngeles thru Texas to 5t. Louls
over the great "Overland Mail Route" but rather from Placervills iz
California across the high Sierra Nevada Mountains to Salt Lake City,
This Placerville - Salt Lake Mail Route was known as the ¥CHCRPENNING
ROUTE.® At Salt Lake City it connected with the "Hockaday" Route which
ren to St. Joseph, Mo. (See Ashbrook - One Cent 1851-1857 Book - Volums
2 - page 297 Aléo an illustration of the Ex-Wm. West cover, now in the

Jessup collection on page 281, Fig. 55ED).

Again referring to cover No. 44, there is no actual evidence of %¢h
of use but in all probability the year wss 1860 (January and Februaz

w o
< g
@
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Stage coach covers routed over the ®Chorpenning Route" ars very rar
when my Cne Cent Book was published in ‘938 the only ons that I ha
able to record was the Wm, West cover (now Iessup)g

As an "Overlend Mail - Stage Coach cover," this "Randall six horses" is v
guite & rarity, but there is another feature that provides a real postal
history story, and one that has proved very puzzling to a number of cur
leasding students of U, S. postal historve.

9%
{year 9) and was addressed to Carver1 arror, Haibe. Fioﬁ there it was
“"forwarded" to Belfast, Maine, but instsad of the usual forwarding chargs
of 3¢, this letter shows a rating of "Due 4." Vhy was 4¢ due for the
ardi

foxwarding from one Maine post office to %o another? The regular Torwa
charge was 3¢, but why the extra one cent? The only explanation for this
particular rating on this cover is that it was a "Way letter™ (at Carveris
Harbor) and the final solution is found in the full original address on
the envelope which reads: “VIHALHAVEN CARVIRS HARBOR, ME."

Way letters were defined in the P, 0. D, "Regulations" as follows, quote:
"Way letters are such lettors as a mail carrier receives on his way be-
tween two post offices. The carrier will deliver them to the first pos?
office at which he arrives, The postmaster will rate them with postage,
writing against the rate the word "iaY." (end)

4lso, the following "Regulation® read, quote: "The postmaster will pay
the mail carrier one cent, if demended, for each "way Letter! he delivers
to him, and add that cent to the ordinary postage on the letter,"™ (end)

At the period of this letter, therse wers two Maine villages just a few
miles apart. One was "Carver's Harbor," which had a post office. the cther
was "VINAIHAVEN" which did not have a post office. Thus the address,
WVINALHAVEN- CARVER'S HARBOR - ME,"

The Lettsr went to the office at Carver's Harbor, was called Tor snd ftalk.n

to Vinalhaven, where it was re-addressed and handed to a route carrisr wic
carried it back to the post office at Carver's Harbor, where he claime=d
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his )¢ liay Fee. This l¢ fes was andded to the forwarding rate of
making 4¢ Due, at the destination, Belfast, Maine, The posimaste
Carver's Harbor should have marked i%:

Forwarded 3¢

3¢
=% o

¥
a

33

Viay Y

Due 4¢
This he failed %o do, '
This "Chorpenning" "Overland Stage" cover with the added features of "Way"
and “Forwarded" make a very rare combination and furnishes us with a most

interesting bit of U, S. postal history. Truly, it is the story behind =
cover that makes the coverd

THE UTAH ROUTE - THIRTY-~EIGHT DAXS

The "“Chorpenning" and "Hockaday" overland routes to the East were known as
the "UTAH ROUTE" and were referred to as such by Postmaster General Aaron
V. Brown in his annual report dated Dscember 4, 1858 (page 722)., MNr.
Brown stated: “UTAH ROUTE - The routss between St. Joseph, Kisscuri and
Salt Lake City, and between Salt Laks and Placerville, Cal*¢orn a, hav

=

been so improved, that the trips through from St. Jossph to Placerville,
and back, are performad once a vieek in thirty-eight days each way. .For
some months past this service has been performed with remarkable regular-
ity, insomuch as to merit special commendation. It has received from the
people of Celifornia the warmest applouse and called forth public demon=-

strations of a most enthusiastic character." (end)

(h

Mr. Brown was suctceeded by Mr, J, Holt as postmaster genefal and the
latter, in his annual report the following year, dated December 3, 1839,
stated, quote: "Independence, Salt Lake Citv, and Placerville kiails,

This connection with the Pacifie was Tormerly a monthly service; but, in
consequence of the threatened rebellion of the Mormon population, it was
improved to a weckly mail, =t an annual ccmpensation of $320,000.C0 -
the product being but $5,412.03. The obicect of this improvement was to
enable the Government to communicate regularly and rapidly with the troops
engaged in active military operations in Utah. Tranquility having been
restored to that Territory, and the department having been assured by the
Sgcretary of War that a weckly mail was no longer nceded for the purposes
- of the Government, & reduction to a semi-monthly service was ordered to
take place on the 30th June last, (1859), which, after making the most
liberal allowance to the cantractors will save to the department
$115,000.00 per annum," (end)

CHORPENNING CONTRACT ANNULILED

The following quote is from the fine book, "Ths Ovsrland Mail," bj
R. Hafen, page 156: "In February 1860, the legislature of Kansas g
a charter to the 'Central Overland California and Pike's Peak Expr
Company.' This newly formed corporation absorbed the ‘L. & P. P. Tx,
. which had becen operating its line to Denver during the preceding yesar,
and thus also obtained the United States mail ccntract for sexviece to
Utah, Soon the George Chorpenning contract for service upon the route fiom
Salt Lake City to Placerville, California, was annulled for alleged fai
ures, and a new contract made with William H, Pusseoll for a semi-monihly
"Star' service." (end)
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Reparding the annullment of his contract, G, Chorpenning stated
1860, Post waster-Ceneral Holt ordered my contract annu‘l;d on i

q -
Gl

the road ueakly and earrying such of the malls as were glven me., Thc
partment gave me no notice of dissatisfaction with the service, as was ©
& TPB!

regular custom, xxxxx ily contract was annulled upon charges I havb D
false and unfounded." (end) (Quote from the "Overland Mail" by Hafen,

page 157).

NCHORPENNING ROUTE STAGE COACH COVIRS™

While it is quite possible that other covers are in existence of the sameo
type as cover No, 44, I have only a record of the two mentioned in tﬂ:s
notes, viz., Cover Nb. 44 and the Ex-llest cover illustrated in my One C
Book, Vol, 2, page 281l. However, a second type is known, published Lv
“Randall & Co,, Merysville" - with the same cut of stage snd six howse
but with different type in the routing, "Overland -~ Via Placerville a,d
Salt Lske." This cover is in the Jessup collection, and bsars the po::wa:
of “"Forbestown, Cal, Mar 8," It was Lot 184T in the Gibson Sale by Yard
in 1944 and sold « $245,00, Later it was sold in the Brigham Sale by
Kelleher, Dec. 1, 1950, It is probably unique.

(8]
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"CHORPEINING ROUTE CHOO CHQO COVIRS"

Covers in this class ars a combination of route direction and propagsznia
for a railroad to Cslifornia, For example, such wording as, "FPER OV D
MATL VIA PLACIRVILLE AND SALT IAKE. EURRAH] BUT “WE MUST HAVE THE" with &
hend pointing to a cut of a R,R, engine and cars, In a later issus of
this Service I will discuss the various types of the "Chorponning Choo
Choo covers," which I have been able to record, with the assistance of my
good friend Edgar B, Jessup,.

For a map showing the Placerville = Salt Laks Route, kindly refer to my
Ons Cent 1851-57, Volume 2, page 277, and may I remind those interested,
that the Chorpenning - HockadayRoutes became the route of the famed

"Pony Express" of 1860-1861,

THE O:7% CENT 1851
FIRST DAY COVERS - JULY 1, 185)

How many first day covars aro known bearing the One Cent 18512 In my book,
Volume One, page 122, I stated that four covers were known showinb 8
FIRST DAY uso. Fig. 15U on page 120, illustrated 2 single used from
Boston which we will refer to as No. l, % quote from page 122: "Of
other three first day covers two were used from New York City and th
from Baltimore." {end) I will list the four covers as follows:

m r.‘|‘

o

1l - Single -~ Cover postmarked Boston "Jul 1" - A folded eircular dated

A
Iune 30, 1851. This cover was shown to me by Mr, Dantl Kelleher in the
early nineteen twenties, and went into the cclleciion of Judgze Robt. S.
Emerson, who passed away in January 1937, On page 122 of Vol. 1 of my

book,. I:stated:that this cover was in *a famous sastern collection.® Vhon
that part of my book wes written, Judge Enrerson was still alive, This

the only cover known to me with a sinsle one cent 1851 with a postmazk

)

L
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"Jul 1" (1851), In the First Emerson Sale, by Kelleher, held in New York
on Oct. 19, 1937, this rare cover was Lot ;42 and was sold to "Order" C
$175.00, Later, it passed to the collsction of lirs., Clara De Windi.

New York on July 1, 1851 to Lockport, N.,¥s This is a folded letter with

a New York postmark of “JUL 1" (1851), The strip is from the top row of
the left pane of Plate One Early and is canceled and tied to the cover by
the N, Y, square grid in red, This cover was in the Edw., S. Xnapp collec-~
tion during the nineteen thirties and was in the First Knapp Sale, held
May 5 to 10th, 1941 ss Lot 2374, The sale price was $115.,00, I% is the
only First Day One Cent cover that I have eover seen with a strip of three,

Covers No, 1 and No, 2 are the only One Cent covers in my record that s
a postmark of July 1 (1851)., I estimaste that over twenty "FIRST DAYY 3¢
1851 covers are in various collections thruout the country.

{To those interested in the latter, kindly refer to the fine article by
the late Leo J, Shaughnossy in the "3¢ 751-~'57 Chronicle" - Issue, No. 7.

Philip H, Ward, in his column in Mekeel's -~ Apr. 24, 1950, had the follow-
ing remarks about the Knapp cover, quote: "Guite recently we have besn ‘
shovwn a strip of three on cover with bright red grid cancellation used from
New York City on July l. Thc letter is addressed to Lockport, N,Y, and a
notation shows that it was received July 3, 1851 - Thursdsy P.M. The
stamps in question are positions 1-2-3L from Plate One Early," {end)

A part illustration of the cover was shown in the Knapp catalogus.

Noys 3 - A single on & folded printed circular dated New York July 1, 1851,
The stamp tied by a New York red souare grids This was formerly ih ay
collection and while there is actually no evidence that it was placed in
the New York Post Office on Tuesday, July 1, 1851, I was always coantent

to believe that such was the case.

Nos 4 - A single on a folded printed circular dated "Baltimore July
The stamp tied with a round grid (18 MM) in black. The cover addressed to
Mts Airy, Va, Thls cover was formerly in the colliection of Mr, Harold ¥,
Cerhart. Similar to No. 3 there is no actual evidence of use on July 1,
1851. '

i 1Rs1.,m
= .'.’.";1!

Since my book was published in 1938, I have only been eble to record one
additional possible First Day cover, which I have listed as -

No, 5 - Likewise - a single on a folded printed circular, dated New York
July 1, 1851, The stamp on this cover is tied by the New York square grid
in -black. OCovers No. 2 and No. 3 have the square grid in red, I have a
record of a 3¢ 1851 cover used on July 3, 1851 with the square grid in
black, so no doubt, red and black were used as early as July 1, 1851.
Cover No. 5 was shown to me by Mr. John A. Fox in December 1944,

ONE CENT 1851 COVERS
USED JULY 3 and 5, 1851.

Back in the nineteen twenties I had = cover used on Julv 3, 1851 bub be-
cause it was not a First Day I failed to rscord a complets description of
it, -When the Carroll Chase collection of his l¢ 1851-1857 was sold by
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Kelleher in May 1925, Lot 40 was a beautifuol cover with a H, S. of ihrea,
Plate One Early, used from Charleston, S, €. on July 5, 1851, The cata~

logue stated that only one ecarlier cover was kiaown, DBecause this was the
second earliest known use at that time, the cover fotched the high figure
of $81,00,

In the West Sale by Ward in May 1943, Lot 308, was a cover with a si
3¢ used from Nashua, N.H, on July 5, 1851, This cover bears th
of ®"JUL 5," It was purchased by Mr. Harry Keffer for $31.00.
it {s egain coming up for sale in a Keffer Sale, ("The Collector!
105th Sale), scheduled for May 28th next, (1952), as Lot 24.

()]
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I have a olipping from a Rochester, N,Y, newspaper of July 3, 1851, -
which steted thet supplies of the new 1851 stamps, 1l¢ - 3¢ and 12¢, wer
placed on sale at thse Rochester Post 0ffice “during the foreonoon™ of ©
30th of June, which was Monday,

© @

I have never seen the use of a 12¢ 1551 during the entire month of July
1851,

(end of Issuc No. 14)

May 8, 1952
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ASEBROOK SPZCIAL SERVICE (Second S-rica 1952-1953)

ISSUE No, 16 - JUNE 4, 1952,

OME CENT 1851 - USEDR JULY 3, 1851

In my last Issue (No. 14 - p. 94), I mentioned a use of a One Cent 1851
on July 3, 1851. My attention has since been called to the following
cover. A use of a folded letter from Boston to New York on July 3rd,
1851 with a horizontal strip of three of the One Cent 1851 - Plate One
Early, comprising the positions 98, 99 and 100R1E. The cover is ad-
dressed to less. Cooper & Hewitt, New York. The stamps are canceled

with three red grids end the red Boston postmark reads, "BOSTCN - 3 JUL -
3CTS." The letter inside bears the date line of Boston July 3, 1851,

A remarkable feature of this cover is the plate positions of the strip of
three. By referring to my One Cent ook, Vol. 1, page 11C, Fig. 157, it
will be noted that 98, 99 and 100R1E are listed as three 01 the Tive
misplaced A" transrfer reliefs and that 98 and 99 are Type II, but
100R1E is a Type II1A, GCuite a nice combination of types, two Tyye Lk,
one Type IIIA,

Photogr~ph No., 45 pictures a cover that was sold in a prominent London
auction last April, It was guaranteed as genuine and was also authsniti-
cated by authorities in England who are regarded as competent, Ths buysr
sent the cover to me for my opinion and my report informed him that the
original rate of this letter was 15¢, not 45¢ and that the 30¢ 1850 stamp
was not used originally but had been rdded by some faker and the New
Orleans postmark “"peinted" on the 30¢ s.amp. The stamp was originally a
center line copy from the left pane of the plate with a straight edge at
right. JFake perforations w=re added at right. This lstter originated at

New Orleans, January 26, 1861 - and left New York by the "Havre Line"

(Amer. Pkt.) on Feb. 2, Thus the letter was forwarded at the expense of
the U.S. P.O,I, with a credit of the French share of 3¢ per ¢« oz. This
“eredit" is shown in the New York "Foreign Exchange oost;a*e " Hagd ths
actual rate been a tripis of 45¢, the credit in the New York postmark
would have been 3 x 3¢ or "“9."

When the faker added this 30¢ stamp he spoiled a nice historical cover be-

ceuse on this date, Jan. 26, 1861, the State of Louisiana seceded from the
Union. Collectors of the stamps and covers of the Confederacy seek and
highly prize 7, S, stamps and stamped envelopes postmarked on the date

that the various southern states seceded from the Union,.

ILouisiana seceded from the Union on Jan. 26, 1861 and was admitted o the
Confederate States of America on February 4th, 1861, Between those tw
dates, the people of Louisiana regerded themselves as a free and inde-
pendent state. U, S. stamps, or covers, used during that period ars of
special interest to specialists and command premium prices.

CONFEDERATE STATES POSTAL STRVICE

The U, S, Postmaster General ordersd the U. S. postal service di
ed in the Seceded States as of iay 28th, 1861, this in accordan
athority vested in him by ALct of Congress, Feb. 28th, 1861. 4n
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the Postmaster General of i.ie Confederacy under proclamation dated May
13th, 1861, assumed control of the entire postal service in the Con-
federate States as of June lst, 1861, this in accordance with an Act of
the Congress of the Ccafederate States, dated May 9, 1861,

Every serious collector and student of 19th Century U. S. should includs
in a collection the stamps and covers of the Scuthern Gonfederacy. They
are U. S. 19th Ceatury, ard not stamps of a foreign country and thoy in-

clude many varitiss of great historical interest,

A RATHER CLEVER FAIE CCOVER

Phatograph No, 46, illustrates a cover that wes sold in the sale by ¢
tilisators Shop of New Haven, Conn. on liay 28th, 1952, same being Lot
559 and shown on jage 27 of the Sales Catalogue. The stamps are ths 7]
Continental of 1873 - S.U.S. ;7160 (but listed in the auction catalogue
as the National ,7149), and the 24 ¢ 1C70 National j7?153. There is no
evidence of actual year use but the 7¢ stemn would indicate that ths

use was 1873 or later. The cover is from the well-known "Goodhue" cor-
respondence and covers from this find are included in many fins collec-
tions thruout the country, It is addressed to “a. P. Goodhue - Zanzibar,
E. C. Africa, (East Coast of 4.), % Dr. Brooks - Seychelles Isles - Via
Marseill:s." It bears an origin postmark of Salem, ilass. of "har. 11(?
The year not indicated. On the face is the Foreign Exchange postmaric
Boston reading, "BOSTON BR, PKT - 14 MAR - 40." Also very faint traces
of a London postmark which is not legible (probably erssed)}. Also &
British red marking which reads, "43d." On the back is the red "EOSTON
BR. PKT - MAR 14 - PAID."

This cover is a fake, because these two Bank Note stamps were not used
originally on this cover. 4Av first glance, one familiar with debit and
credit markings, can see that something is wrong, because ths "40" in
the RED Boston postmark shows that cut of the original postage r

cannot be teken out of 3l¢., Further, this Boston postmarlk was not u
in the eighteen seventies, but rather in the eighteen sixties and
use was confined to foreign-bound mall which required a rate of 457
forwarded by British Packet to certain foreign countries Via Enzland,
and "Via Marseilles,"

This cover originally had a payment of 45¢, of which the U, S. share was
5¢ and the British share was 40¢. No doudbt the two stamps that were
used, were a 15¢ 1866 Lincoln and a *9¢ 1861, which the faker removed
and substituted the two Bank Note stamps., Other Goodhue covers show
such stamps,

If you have tables of foreign rates the chances are that you will not
find ®Zanzibar" or "Seychelles Isles™ listed but mail to these plsces
was listed under "Mauritius."

By 1870, the % ounce rate to Mauritius “Via Marseilles" had been raduced
to 24¢ and it remained as such until the U, P, U. went into sffect in
1875. The stamps on this cover are very pretty, the color of the 24¢

being rather exceptional, hence an attractive looking cover and cne thct

weild be apt to pass most any dealer or collector unless he was well
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versed in rates,

It is advisable to be eareful in buying foreign rate covers and the safe
thing to do is to have them examined by a competent student, To do
otherwise is somcwhat similar to purchazing a piece of real estate with-
out having an examination made of the %tifle.

¥

i
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Photograph No. 47, illustrates a very remarkable and genuine cover wit
a diagonal half of a 12¢ 1851 used as a 6¢ stamp. This cover is remar
able because of several features, In the last paragraph of the las

page of my last Service Issue, I mentioned that I had never sesn a usz cf
the 12¢ 1851 in the month of issue, viz., July 1851. In my records are
only three uses of the 12¢ listed in Aupust, and this is cne of ths thres.
(Aug, 4th, 7th and 21st). This is undoubtedly the earliest known 12¢

1851 Bisect.

e

{ &

This folded letter was postmarked from New York on Aug., 2lst, 1851 and is
addressed to Cuebec, Canada, The rate of 10¢ to Canada had on‘y cone i
to effect a few months previous, viz., 4April 6, 1851. The strip of four
1¢ stamps are all Type II from Plate One Zarly - stamps that had been in
use less than two months. I think the cover is especially noteworthy be-
cause it shows the use of a half of a 12¢ starp at a2 time when there was
no Post Office Department Order, or Regulation, in effect which prchibit-
ed the use of a half of a stamp to prepay half of its face value, Such
an order was not issued until late in 1853.

e

This very fine and rare cover was in the Arthur Hind collection at one
time, (the Hind of the unique One Fenny British Guiana fame), and was

Lot 145 in the Hind sale, held in New Yo.k on Nov. 20, 1933, It scld

at the bargain figure of $185,00 to the late Carl Brandenbury, and in

the sale of his collection by Percy Doane on Dec, 6, 1943 it again changed
hands at the lower figure of $120.00, There is no telling what it would
bring todaye

S5¢ 1861 BUFF Vs 5¢ 1862 RED BRGIN
No. 67 Vs Fo. 75

IS TEE BUFF A RARER STAMP THAN THE RED BROVN?

This query was recently put to me by a subsecriber to this Service. ¥ha
is your opinion? Do you believe that you have seen as many Buffs as
Browns? Or, as many covers with copies of the Buff as covers with th
Red Brown, (R B.)? In watching auction catalogues of past years dia
occur to you that there were just about as nany Buffs offsred as R.B
If you will communicate your opinions to me I will be glad to quote them
in a future Issue of this Service.

It is my belief that three main colors were used for the 5¢ value Era

August 1861 until the 1869's were issu=d 1n March-April of 1369. Th
colors were issued as follows: = Buff, Red Brown and 3rown. The dates
given in the catalogue are from my records and denote the earliest usus
I have evar been able to discover, as follows:

5¢ Duff - Aug. 19, 1861

5¢ Red Brown -~ Jan. 2, 1862 .

5¢ Brown "1863" (month?)
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Regerding the Brown with just the year date of "1863." I regret that
- this is not more specific but i1t happens to be a subject which I have
neglected to som: extent,

Mr, Luff, on page 89 of his book, geve April 10th, 1863 as the earliest
use that he had recorded of the Brown, and July 18, 1863 as the earliest
Black Brown., It is well to bear in mind that we have no official re-
cords as to when or why the color of the 5¢ stamp was changed from Bufl
to R.B, or from R,B. %o Brown. Ve have to rely on dated covers that we
regerd as genuine in every way., The war was on between 1861-1865 and the
populace had more to worry about than the change in color of a 5¢ posi-
age stamp, Hovever, I am making a careful seerch of newspapers of the
period to see if I can pick up any interesting news items.

THE 5¢ BRO.N OF 1863

hgein referring to the 5¢ Brown. A date for the Brown in the S, U. S,

was first given in the 1931 Edition. It was listed as "karch 1862" but

I have no idea from what source this date was obtained. This date re-
mained in subsequent editions of the S, U, S, thru 1940, but in the 1941
Edition it was changed to "1861," This was absurd becauss the Browa was
not issued so early. Somecone reported a cover to Hong Kong with a "5¢
Brown," vsed from New York on Oct. 12, 1861, I made an investigation and
found that the stamp was a Buff, not a Brown, but the "1861" date remained
in the catalogue thru the 1944 Edition. In the next edition it was
changed to "1863" where it has since remained,

It is my belief that the Buff was the fir3t color issued in 1861 and it
was the only (?) color issued in that year (August thru December (?)).

I belisve that the R,B, was issued very early in Januery and was issused
thruout 1862 and probably inio 1863, and that the Brown was not issued
until sometime early in 1863, This theory may be wrong and perhaps it

is pozsible that the Brown was issued somstime in the late summer or fall
of 1862,

SCARCITY AS REFLECTED BY CATALCGUE VALUES

The BUFF - The RED BROWN
1861 1862
The 1952 S.U.S. quotes:
T 5¢ Buff - 5¢ Red Brown

* Unused $200,00 $55,00

Used 40,00 17.50

On cover 80,00 25.00

Pair 225,00 45,00

Bloek of four  xxx 300,00

We wonder what the proper quotations would bs for -
Vertical Pair on

cover 2 2
Horizontal strip
of 3 on cover ? i

Vertical strip of
3 on cover ? ?
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5¢_BUFF_- BLOCK. OF FOUR - UNUSED

An unused block of four of the 5¢ Buff, and said to be unique, was ac
quired by the late Arthur Hind from the Duveea collection thru the late
Charles J. Phillips in the late ninsteen twenties at a very fancy prico.
When the Hind collection was sold in 1933, this block realized $1,300,
though the catalogue value was $5,000.00, When the Sinkler collesction
was sold by Ward in May 1940, this same block sold € $900.00, cataloguc
valuec then (and now) $3,500.00,

5¢ BUFF - BLOCK OF FOUR - USED

The 8. U, S, does not list a quotation for a used block of four of the 5¢
Buff and I have never seen or heard of but one, and it really is a most
remarkable item (cff cover) and surely unique so far as the cancelation
is concorned, as it is hit with the New York "Ocean Mail" postmark of
"NOV 1" (1861). Incidentally, this is the only stamp of the 1861 issue
listed in my records with this N, Y. postmark of the Ocean Mail to the
Pacific Via Panama. This rarc block is in the notable collection of lir,
Edgar B. Jessup, of Oakland, Calif,

The first record that I have of this unique block is when it eame up in

a sale by J. C, Horgenthau & Co. of the Clarcence FEagle collection in
April 1923, It was Lot 135 and was described as on a cover from New York
to San Francisco. It was evidently acquired by Sir Nicholas Waterhouss
of London, bscause it was offered - off cover - as Lot ,578 in a sale of
material from his collection in London in November 1924, A notation
road, "With the entire envelope from whi~h this block was removed." It
was again offered in January 1928 in a sale by Kellehar of the C, D.
Hurd collection as Lot 929, "5¢ Buff - block of four on cover," And
great rarity as this is beli=ved to be the only used block in existence.”

L3

COV:-RS WITH NULTIPLES OF THE 5¢ EUFF

Covers with pairs of the Buff are really scarcc and covers with strips
of three are decidedly rare and covers with strips of four are rarities
that are very seldom offered thru the years. I have a record of two
very remarkable items - one is a cover in the Jessup collection with a
norizontal strip of four, used from San Francisco on Oect. 16, 1861 to
New York (double rate). The Buff was placed on sale at that office just
a week previouss The other is doubtless unique - a vertical sirip of
four, with &.1¢ 1861 on a cover to Switzerland. This cover was sold by
Morgenthau in April 1923 in the sale of the Clarence Eagle Collsction,

5¢ BUFF - IRRFGUIAR BIOCK OF SIX

A cover with an irregular block of six of the 5¢ Buff was offesred in ~lc
first sale of the Emerson collection by Kellecher, held Oct. 19, 1537

This unique cover was described in Lot ,142 as a horizontal strip ol fivs
with another stamp above the fifth one, from Sanr Francisco to Bremen,
Germany, the stamps cancelsd with the S, F. cog cancels.

5¢ BUFF ~ PERF VARTETY

The S. U. S, 1lists as 67C - "Imperf., horizontally - (pair) - (ussd) - (rc
quotation), Philip H. Viard, Jr. in his column in Mekeel's of Novemboo 17,
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1945, commented, cuote: "Scott lists the 1861 5¢ Buff imperf., horizontal-
ly. We have looked for this for 30 years or more without success
Worthington had a single copy in his ccllection but this means 1i%
Many of our early stamps at times have margins so large that thﬂy can bs
trimmed to make a part perf. or imperf. single. A pair imperl between

is needed to prove such an item," (unquote).

ok w
ok
[
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In a sale held by Morgenthau on Jan. 25-26, 1921 of the M, E. Newmark
collection Lot 162, was described as follows.

"5¢ Buff, imperf horizontally (67C), horizontal pair, cancelled in black,
very fine, a grecat rarity." (unquote).

THE 5¢ 1862 RED BROWN

If one makes a careful search thru the auction catalogues of the past
half century I doubt if one will be able to find as many multiples of
the Red Brown offered as those of the Buff, The fact is that I have re-
corded very few pieces.

In the Sinkler sale by Klein in March 1940 a used block described as
"perfect" was sold as Lot #B82, and in the Worthington sale by lMorgenthau
in August 1917, Lot j7309 was an unused block of six with straight edge at
right.

I wonder if the Buff being the more popular, and, therefore, in greater
demand is the reason why the Buff is quoted much higher then the Red
Brown and thereby giving the impression of being a much rarer stamp? I
am sure the Red Brown has been greatly neglected in years past., For ex-
ample, in a sale by Kelleher, hecld Illareh 25th, 1933, Lot 197 was a gorge-
ous vertical strip of three with rcd grid cancels, It sold for the
ridiculous price of 327.50, This same strip again was offersd by Kelle-
her on February 26, 1944 in the sals of the Burroughs collsction, as

Lot 226, This time it realized $145.00 and went into the Newbury collee-
tion, I wonder if this vertical is unique? No doubt there were a number
of Red Brown items sold at auction in past years of which I have no re-
dord but if one goes on a search thru old auction catalogues for them I
believe they will be surprised at how rclatively few will be found. OCne
thing is sure - a cover with a R.B. is worth a lot mors than the S. U. S.

quotation,

THE ONE CENT 1851
WE LIST ANOTHIR EARLY USE

Vie take pleasure in adding a new record to our list of early dates of use.

This is a cover reported as follows:
TJuly 2, 1851
singls
Used from Augusta, Me,

This is a folded circular with printed date of 4th of June 1851 and
. postmarked “Augusta - 2 JUL - lMe" - The single stamp is tied by a black
grid,
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THE, 5¢ NEW YORK

Harmer, Rooke & Co, of New York have Just announced a most remarkable
discovery and I am including same in this Service as a matter o
record, quote:

“News Release (on or after June 2, 1952)
. Harmer, Rooke & Co., Inc,,
560 Fifth ave., N,Y. 36,

Just Imagine-«=12 of the 5¢ N,Y,

Postmaster's Stamp on ONE Cover!

A fabulous cover franked with s block of nine and a strip of three of
the 5¢c New York Postmaster's Provisional stamp of 1845 has rccently
been found at Ogdensburg, N,Y, The owner has placed it in ths hands
of Harmer, Rooke & Co,, the Fifth Avenue Auctionsers, and it will be
sold in the Fall.

'The romaence of finding an unsuspected fortune in your attic is still
possible,' commented Gordon R, Harmer, ‘even though most of us had
thought that the era of great philatelic 'finds' had long since psssed.?

This block of nine is the largest used multiple picece of the 5¢ New Yorlk
known to experts, Philip H, Ward, Jr., recalls that a damaged used
block of four was sold in a Klemann auction soms years ago, and that one
of the Burger Brothers found two used strips of five which had once been
a block of 10, An unused block of 10 is pictured in the Postmasters?
Provisionals section of John N, Luff's 'Postage Stamps of the United
States.' (Note by S,B.A¢~ The Revised "Luff" By H.l,Clark - 1937).

An Ogdensburg businessman found this magnificent cover in a correspond-
ence which also included three other covers, each bearing a pair of ths
5¢ New Yorkc "

It is impossible to place an estimate on this amazing cover, a&s thare
i8s no precedent,' said Mr. Harmer, 'When we were told about it by ths
owner, we didn't even believe such s piecce existed, And when the thing
arrived, it simply left us gapingl! It's in a romarkable state of pre-
gervation for a cover that's 105 or so yeers old.!

The cover is addressed to 'lLouis Hasbrouck, Esq., Ogdensburgh, N.Y.!
The stamps, which bear thc nagenta 'aCli' initials of Alonzo Castle
lMonson, are pen-cancelled, Postal markings on the cover are a curved
rod 'PAID,' a circular red 'NEW YORK! dated town mark and a manuscript
'60,' The cover mcasurcs about 8% by 4 inches."

ONE CENT 1851 - TYPE I

TR1E

An advertisement appeared in "STAIPS" - issue of May 17, 1952, on pagc
227 by Eugene N, Costales of New York City, announcing that a One Cent
1851, Type I - used with a red cancel would be "one of 1600 gems™




Page 7103

offered at unrestricted public auction by him on June 23, 24, 25 end 2&.
The stamp, an off cover single, was illustrated and advertised as
“SUPERB, #

That statement is simply not trus as the stamp is a damaged copy that has

been repairede It is a stamp that I have known for some ycars past, In
fact, when I first sew it, it was a single on an unscaled envelope from
New York City end addrosscd to Hendersonville, N.C,,- the stamp barsly

tied by the red New York square grid. The owner placed the cover in my
hands to sell about twelve years ago. I discoversd the repairecd damage
and returned the cover to the owner. Later I was informed that it had

been sold at a greatly reduced figure by a New York dealer as a damaged

COpYs

This stamp should not be offered as a "SUPERB" copy but for what it
actually is, viz,, "DAMAGED AND REPAIRED,"

{END OF ISSUE NO, 15)
{Second Series)

Juns 4, 1952,
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THE ONE CENT 1851 - JR1E - Type I

In the last Issue of this Service I called attention to a copy of this
stamp that was to be &0ld at auction by Eugene N, Costales of New York City
in the sale of the Henry B. Close collection and advertised as "SUPERB."
The sale was held on June 23, 24, 25 and 26th last, This stamp was Lot 68
and was described as, "One of the finest known copies of this very rare
.stamp," I advised iir. Costales that this was a damaged copy that had been
repaired and as a result it was announced at the sale that the condition
"had been sltered." It sold for $420.00.

According to my records, the late Y. Souren paid $750.00 for the stamp.

One wonders if Mr., Close thought it was "superb" when he purchased it? The
“repair work" evidently fooled lMr. Costales when he wrote the catalogue, 80
the chances are that in the future another buyer will acguirs it as a superd
copy and Yone of the finest known." No business man would think of buying
a piece of real estate without having the title examined,

In my last Issue, on page 103, I stated, guote: "Later, 1 was informed %
it had been sold by a New York dealer as a damaged copy.” The chances 2
that I was misinformed,

The above is for the record,

ONE CENT 1851 - UsED JULY 2, 1851

" In my last Issue (No. 15 - p,96), I mentioned a use of a One Cent 1851 on
July 2, 1851 (See Page #101)., Ky attention has since been called to
another cover used on July 2, 1851, with a horizontal strip of three,
98-99-100L1L, from New York City to Walpole, N.H., the stamps canceled by
the red New York square grid,

TE 5¢ BROWN OF 1863

In my last Issue (No. 15 - p.99), I discussed the period of issue of th
Brown of 1863, and later I had a notice inserted in STAIPS (June 28, 19
requesting collectors to please report to me any covers with the 5¢ Bro
used in March 1863 or earlier. This request brought to my attention =
cover with the use of the 5¢ Brown on Fsb, 3, 1863 from Dayton, Ohio,
(plus a 10¢ 1861) to Hanover, Germany, This is the earliest use of ths
stamp recorded in my files at the present time, Will all interested ccl-
lectors please look thru their covers and see if any have an earlier usc
(See page 99 ~ issue No. 15).

k11
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THE 12¢ 1851 - 1857 ~ PLaTE No, 1
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In liekeel's, June 27, 1952, Mr. Philip Ward, Jr., in his column,
ference to the specialized collection of the 12¢ 1B851-1857 owned by
Edwerd Hirstel of Portland, Oregon and stated that the Doctor owned
reconstructed plate which belonzed to th~ late Paul MacGuifin of 1Ii
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Ashbrook in plating the stamp, etec." Just to keep the record straigit -
to give credit where credit is due, the original recomstruction of Plate
One of the 12¢ 1851 was sccomplished by the lste Lt. Col. J. K. Tracy of
the U. S, liarines.

Kindly refer to pages 20, 21, 22 and 2% of this Service for reference to
the pioneer work accomplished by Col. Tracy on the 12¢., It is my recollec-
tion that Mr. llacGuffin did not do any of the original plating.

Col. Tracy was very enthusiastic over the 12¢ Flate One and the interesting
varieties found among the-stamps from thet plate, and it was his desire that
the plating of the stamp become as popular as ths plating of the Cne Cent
and Three Cents values, To that end he published a short erticle in the
"american Philatelist" in October 1926 and at his own expense furnished
page size actual photographs with each copy of the magazine showing the
principal varieties of the recut positions on Plate One. The Society had
approximately 3900 members at that time.

Col, Tracy suggested that all the stamps from Plate One be designated as
Type I and all the stamps from Plate Threes, as Type II, which was, and
still is an excellent suggestion. It will be recalled that we know nothing
about a possible "Plate 2" and we go on the theory that Plate 3 should have
been numbered "No. 2." If types were given to the stamps it would eliminate
such desecriptions as "The pair from Plate 3" or "a Plats 3 single," t is
really important that used and unused 12¢ 1857 stamps be described as from
one plate or the other, because unused "Type I" stamps (Plate One) are far
more rare than "Type II" (Plate Three) and vice versa, used copies of Type
II are far more rare than used copies of Type I. The reasons for the gbovs
are obvious. For example, used copies of the 12¢ 1857, Type I, begen to
sppear as early as July 1857, and stamps from Plate One were issued during
the balance of that year, thru 1858, 1859 end 1060, Plate Three was not
made until the late spring of 1860 and it wes only in use a little over a
year, Post offices thruout the Nation wore stocked with Type II stamps
when demonetization took place in the late summer and fall of 1861, ac-
counting for the "unused remainders" many of which have found their way
into collections.

In addition, there are in existence unused singles and pairs of imperforats
Type II stamps, which are in exactly the same class as the so-called "im-
perforates" of the 24¢, 30¢ and 90¢ values of 1860, the latter listed in
the S, U. S. as 37C, 38A and 39A,

Inasmuch as these "IWPERFO!IWTES" were never issued to the public I do not
believe that they should be listed among stamps that were regulesrly and
legitimately issued. However, if the catalogue deems it advisable to list
such proof material, then they should be consistent and list the "l2¢
1860 imperforate" as "17D ~ Type II."

You see, when a lot ©f sucker material was listed in the Scott Catalogue by
the "Philatslic Exploiters" of over half a century ago, we had & "1l2¢
imperforate," so there was no need to list the "12¢ Type II imperforate,"
but we did not have any "24¢, 30¢ and 90¢ imperforates” to fill out the
1851-1856 set of values, S0 some un-issued sheets without perforations of
the 12¢, 24¢, 30¢ and 90¢ were dug out of the files at Washington and
hailed, and listed as "regularly issued stamps" by the busy "exploiters’

of that dov and ace. g




Page 77106
l2¢ 1851 BISHCT

In my last Issue No. 15, I furnished Photograph No, 47 and included a bLrie
description of this rare cover, which has a horizontsl strip of four of ik
One Cent 1851, from Plete One Xarly, und & diagonal half of the 12¢ 1851,
the stamps tied by four strikes of a New York postmark of aug, 21, the
year of use 1851, Kindly refer to the photo-print, and note tvo -eatura: -
the date of YAUG 21" and the fact that the bisect is the IQWER IEFT
DI4GONAL HALF, The cover is addressed to "“Qusbec, Lower Canadaa.

(O

Mr. BEdgar Jessup inquired as to why a 12¢ bisect was used on this cover
when surely there were plenty of 3¢ 1851 stamps on hand et New York in
August 1851, His inquiry reminded me that I had failed to mention that
this cover had originated in Cuba, and had been brought by privats
carrier to New York and mailed there. DPresumably the writer had a supply
of 1¢ and 12¢, but no 3¢, hence the occasion to cut a 12¢ in two.
We had no postal treaty with Spain (or Cuba) at thet time, hence the letter
was not placed in the Spanish mail. The U,S.-Canadian rate was 10¢

In the Emerson Sale of October 19, 1937, by Kellsher, Lot 78 was descril
as follows: "“UPPZR RIGHT DIAGONAL HALF of 12¢ black used as b¢ u::” ho
zontal strip of four 1l¢ blue, Type II, to pay the 10¢ rate from Cuba, v
New York to Canada. The blsected stamp and the strip are tied by t;u N
York postmark. Mailed from Havana Aug. 7, arrived in New York Auz, 21

and delivered in Quebec Aug. 24, 1851. Probably the earliest known use of
a bisected 12¢ stamp. The strip is a bit cut into, nevertheless a remark-

ably fine cover." (unquote). The ssle price was $400.00,

It will be noted thet this cover hud an upper right half of a 12¢ whereas
cover ;4] has a lower left half. Thus thers ars two covers bLoth postmarksd

"New York sug 21" - both from Havena, and both %o the same address in
Quebec, Canada, It has been stated the halves come from the same 12¢ stamp,
and it is possible that the letters werc written on different days in Cuba
but were brought by the same private carrier to New York City and toth
mailed on Aug. 21, 1851. Of course, the auction description that the 10¢
paid the rate "from Cuba, Via New York to Canada" was in error, Incidental-
ly + wish to emphasize the fact that any multiple piece of the One Cent

1851 from the original or first state of Plate One (Plate One Early) is a
scarce item, and such pieces sre worth a great deal more than is generally
supposed.

Way beck in Janusry 1900, the Scott Stamp « Coin Co, sold at auction the
fine collection of a very prominent New York collector by the name of

F, W, Hunter, and in that sale wers theses two covers, described as follows,
quote: Lot 189 - Diagonal half used as 6¢ on cover, with strip of four lg,
fine. (sale price $18.50). Lot 190 - the other half of same stamp, used in
like manner, on same day and to same address, fine. (salzs nrice ?)“ (un-
quote), I will refer to the two covers as,- Lower left diagonal as the
“Hind cover," to the upper right diagonal as the "Emerson cover."

In a sale by J. C. Morgenthau on Jan. 10, 1911, of the "Spiegelberg lec-
tion," the Emerson cover was lot 15 and the description was in part

follows: "The bisect is in the finest possible condition, the New Yo
cellation covering it on all sides. & sreat rarity in this condition

from the W, A, Smith Collection." I have no record of the sale price.
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In a sale of the "Barry Collection" by the Nassau Stamp Co., on Apr. 2,3
1914, this same Emerson cover was again offered as Lot 84 and sold @ 01,00,

THE S5¢ NEW YORK - A REMARKABLE GOVER

In my last Issue No. 15, on page ,;102, I produced a news releaso by Harmor,
Rooke & Co. of New Yori, describing the recent discovery of a very rars and
remarkable cover with a block of nine (9) ez & horizontal strip of thres
(12 copies) of the 5¢ New York Postmaster Pravisionals I wrote Mr., Gordon
Harmer with a request that he send the cover to me so that I could make a
record of it for my files and he very kindly complied. I was thus abls to
make some very fine photographs and to plats the two pieccs. The block was
a 3H x 3V and my plating proved that the strip of three had been cut from
the bottom of the block, hence the two pisces were originally a block of

nine.

The "S. U, S," lists two important plate varieties from the 5¢ New York
plate, viz:

TBOTTOM FR4ME LINE DUUBLE (No, 31)V

(Note by S.B,A. - meaning a double transfer with the bottom frame line
doubled, seme being position 31 on the plate)

YWPQP FRAME LINE DOUBLE (No, 36)."

(Note by S.B,A. - meaning a double transfer with the top frame line doubled,
same being position 36 on the plate.)

The 5¢ New York stamp was printed from a copper plate of 40 subjects arrsng-
ed 5 horizontal x 8 vertical, thus position 31 with bottom frame line
doubled was directly above position 36 with top frame lins doubled,

The block of nine on this remarkable cover consists of positions 21, 22, 23
(a fine double transfer) - 26, 27, 28 (a double transfer) and 31 - {the
listed variety) 32 and 33, The horizontal strip of three consists of 36
(the listed variety) 37 and 38.

For many years the S. U. S. listed positions 31 and 36 as "Bottom frame line
recut (No. 31)" and "Top frame line recut (No. 36)." In 1944 I advised Mre
Hugh Clark that these descriptions were in error that these two adjoining
positions of a vertical pair were '"double transfers," and nsither ons had
any recubtting. The correction was made in the 1945 Edition of the S.U.5.

THE PLATING OF THE 5¢ INEW YORK

Back in the fall of 1935, the late Paul kacGuffin prepared an article on
the 5¢ New York and sent it to the Editor of the aAmerican Philatelist, lir,
4dolph Fennel of Cineinnati, for publicetion, Mr. Fennel was nobt greatl]
impressed with it and referred it to me for my opinion., I did not
much of it, especially the poor illustrations of the plate positicn
advised Fennel not to publish it, I did recognize the need for a 7
fine plating article on the stamp and I advised MecGuffin that if he
would send me all his 5¢ New York material I would check the plating very

Q W ek H U
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re-write his text, adding much material and photographs from my filcz, and
that I would consent to the publication under his name. This n

was agreeable to him and the finished article appeared in the AT
Philatelist," in the TIPEX NUIBER for i.ay 1936, Later it was issued as s
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handbook by the Society. "Mac" sent me an autographed copy which I prize
very highly, He signed it as follows:

“AUTOGRAPHED FOR STANLEY ASHBROCK
WHO WROTE THE ART.LCLE

PAUL 1ACGUFFIN,"

“ilac" passed away on Oct, 4, 1945. He was en ardent philatelist, a
gentleman and a grand character.

My old and valued friend, Ernie Jacobs, tackled the plating of the 5¢ HNew
York way back about 1912 or 1913. In fact, I think it was the first
plating job that occupied his attention. Under date of January 12, 1947,
"Ernie" wrote me as follows:

“Dear Stan? I have just been plating some New York 5¢. Everytime I rezd
the MacGuffin book I get burned up., I know that you did this job and I

say the work is one of the finest jobs ever done and S.B.A. did it,

Gosh what a time I had trying to plete from the Hart book. I did not have
enough material but I think I am the first one to ba certein that tharec
were not 50 stamps and so told McDaniel when I sold him my lot. He, I be-
lieve was the first one to prove the plate was 40 subjects, I worked with
him but we both did not realize the importance of the guide dots. Your job
is marvelous," (unquote)

The above is for the record and my sincere thanks to you, Zrnie Jacobs.

In recent weeks, several writers in their write-up of the remarkable covex
mentioned the block of ten that was discoversd years ago by the lete Cus
Burger of Burger Bros., New York, and thet the block was iwo severed sirips
of five from the two bottom rows of the pane. In the kiaecGuffin booik I il-
lustrated this remarkable piece and described it as, "Formerly in the

Ackerman Collectione"

I posscss all of my original drawings, photographs, ete., etc., that wcre
used for the MacGuffin book and someday I hope to produce a really i
article on the New York as I have added a great deal of matcrial on the
stamp to my files since 1935,

4c

WWIA MLRSEILLES - VIa SOUTH&MPTON"

publication., Incidentally, this is a featurc of this “Spscis
serious collectors.

In every fine collection of 19th Century Ue. S. will be found covers addrsss-
ed to the Far East with routing directions as above, or perhaps, just
"Overland" or "Overland - Via Marseilles." I seriously doubt if very many
collectors have much idea what those routings actually meant and morec im-
portant, why it was more expensive to send a letter by one rcute than the
other, Also why was one route more preferable than the other, ctc., ctc,
For example, the P, L. & R, of 1859 quoted Rates to China and Japan e&s

follows, quote:
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"British kMail ~ Via Southampton sesescssecssssss 33¢ DEr & 0Z.
" L - " MaI‘SeilleB evavdevadBreREDeD 39¢ i = 0Z,
" " - " W espvesso OB iava é5¢ 2 ;f';oz‘

Now if a person was sending e letter to China in those wears why did -
letter of only 1/4 ounce cost 6¢ more "Via lerscilles" than a 1/2 ounce
letter "Via Southampton," and why did a 1/2 oz. lettor "Via Marseilles" cost
12¢ moro than one routed "Via Southamptong"

The explanation is as follows:

British Mail ships with mail for the Far Zast, India, China, Japan, Austyze
lia, etc., etc., departed from Southampton, England on the 4th and 20th of
,each months These mail ships traviled down the Atlantic past Gibraltar,
into the Mediterranean, thru the Suez Canal and on to India and China. The
U, S, and Britain rated mail by ths half ounce, But suppose a pcrson in
Great Britain was late in getting a letter aboard the sailing on a 4th of
a month, he could still get s letter aboard that particular mail ship by
dlspatchlng it across France to reach the ship when it touched at
Marseilles, France. +nd furthermore, a person had up until the 10th of
the month to post such a letter at London, because mail Tfor the Far EZast
routed = "Uverland (meaning, thru Francc) Via liarseilles" departed from
london on the 10th and 26th of wach month, or just six days later than the
mail "Via Southampton."

France rated mail per 7% grammes or the approximate equivalent of our 1/4
ounce, and on cach letter sent "Via lisrseilles” there was a French charsc
of 6¢ (U, 5,) per cuarter ounce, Thus we have the explanation as to why

a 1/4 oz. letter "Via Marscilles" cost 39¢ in comparison to a § oz, letter
costing 33¢ Via Southampton, etc., ctce

Merchants in our Eastern cities who had extensive trade with thez Far East

kept well inrformed as to the dates of departure of mail for Britain fr
Boston and ¥ew York snd also of departurcs from london, so their mail v
routed accordingly. If a porson on this side wss awarc that 1t was too
lete for a letter from New York to reach the Southampton meil steamsr sa2il-
ing on the 4th or 20th, the chances arc, that he psid the oxtra Fresnch rats
80 that the lstter would be sent on to liarseilles to catch the mail ship
when it stopped there.

(\ ]
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The follouing is also informastion that I have not seen published herestolore
in 'sny P, L. « K, or Postal Guide. The rates quoted above apparently ree
meined in force thru august 1861, but the rate "Via Southampton™ was raised

to 45¢ per 4 ounce in Septombor l861. In December 1861, the rates "Via
Marselllas“ wore reised to 51¢ per 1/4 oz, snd 57¢ per % oz., and these
apparently remained in effect until July 1, 1863, though I have a Postal
Guide published by "D, appleton « Co," dated October 1863 which still
quoted:
“China -~ Via Marseilles 51¢ per 1/4 oz,
1 1] ] 57¢ i 1/2 oz."

This was en error as will be noted by official notices cuoted in ths

monthly publication =

: WIHE UNITED STATES MAIL
Issue of July laéi
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WChangses in Foreign Fostage = By an order of the Department which will be
found elsewhere, the rates of postage to Yorneo, China, Japan, Java,
Phillipine Islands, Labuan, and koluccas 'Via liarseilles' have becen
materially changed. The former rate of 51 conts per quarter ounce has
been supercoded by the rate of 53 conts per half ounce ~ 51,06 for one
ounce, and en additional rate of $1.06 for each additional ounce or
fraction of an ounce., This is the only change in foreign rates during
the last month, and our table has been corresctsd accordingly."(unguote)

The following also appeared in the July numoer of this publication, cuote:
“(OFFICIAL)
FOREIGN POSTAGE

Rates of vpostage to Java, China, Labuan, Borneo, Japan, the lioluccas and
Phillipine Islands, in the Lritish mail Via larseilles

Notice has been given by the british Post Office, that on the lst of June
1863, and thence forwsrd, the whole postage on letters forwarded from the
United Kingdom 'Vis larseilles' to Java, China, Labuan, Borneo, Japan, the
Moluccas, and Phillipine Islands will be charged by the Eritish scale
weight, instead of, as previously, by the British scale for the British
inland and sea postage, and by the ¥French scale, advancing by cuarter
ounces, for the French transit rate; and thet to cover the payment made 10
Frsnce for the transit of the letters over the French territory, there will
be lévied the sum of 4d (8 cents) up to the weight of half sn ounce, in=
stead of levying 3d (6 cents) for each gquarter of an ounce, In future
therefore, upon letters posted in the United Statces, and deposited in 3ihe
mails to the United Kingdom, to be forwarded, by way of Marscillss, To any
of the countries and places above montioned, the following rates of postage
(United States and British) must be prepaid st the mailing office; viz

On a letter not exceeding £ ounce in weighl eseeececcecccnnccoves 5;¢
On a letter above & ounce and not excecding 1 OUNCE eeeeseseseesdld0d
On & lettcr above 1 ounce and not excseding 2 ounces PONSIRSEPR . 1 1% |-
end so on, making an additional chrrge of #1.06 for each additional ouncs

or fraction thereof." (unquote)

The rate t=ble in the July 1863 "U, 4, Mail' asccordingly did not quote a
rate for quarter ounce lecttors or for sny letters of less than half ounce -
"By British liail, Via Marscillss."

The rates of 45¢ “Via Southampton" and 53¢ "Via Marseilles," per § ouncs,
remained in effect from July 1, 1863, thru Decembur 31, 1867, As of
Januery lst, 1868, the rates were reduced, as follows:

ViE Sou‘bhampton fsessvsssocsnsned 34¢ per JB. z
W Marseilles sesecsrnvevene 424 % 2 02

U, S. 1iaJL SERVICE
+ TO CHINs « JaPAN

In the middle eighteen sixties a contrsct wos signed with Tho Pacific =il
Steamship Co, to carry the U, S, Mail from San Francisco to China and J n
touching at Honolulu. The Servicc wss started in August of 1868 and there
after practically all U. S, Mall to the For Z2st was sent Via San Franeisco.
The rate was only 10¢ per £ ounco.,
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ON 4D AFTER JANUARY lst, 1870

The rate of postage to Great Britain was reduced to 6¢ as of Jan. lst,
1870, and if anyone desired to scnd mail to China and Japan by British
mail, on or after thet date, the rates werec as follows:

Via Southampton - 28¢ per & ounce
" Marseilles - 36¢ " 5 ™

UNP~ID OR INSUFFICIENTLY
PAID FOREIGN MATL

{effective January 1, 1870)

The following data is taken from a booklet issued by the New York Post
Office, and dated Jan. 1, 1870, quote:

"By the postal conventions betwocen the United States and the United Kinzdom
of Great dritain, xxx The North German Union, Belgium, the Netherlands,
Italy, and Switzerland, cach country collecets for itself the amount of Tine

imposed on unpaid oy insufficiently paid matter arriving in that country.
The United States has fixed the fine on such metter arriving here at
fLive cents for each letter or postal packet. The fine charzeabls on such
matter arriving in the foreign countries named above are fixed at the
following ratecs:

Groat Britaill ccessvocssssssnansssesssessssananess 04 storling
North German Union - not exceeding 2 silver Groschen

Bolgiah weeavisesnvaneis sy vusassscas i3 sssenenvenss 30 centimes

The Netherlands, not exceeding 15 cents (Dutch cents)

IVELY swavdieses vesdesesvne s s saeaes aeess 000 oXceading 20 cenfisginml
Switzerland sesescscsesscccvsssse N0t exceeding 25 centimes

These fines are for each unpsid or insufficiently paid lettcr or other
postal packet, and not on cach rate." (unquota)

The above data is quite important to students trying to figure out the sum
due on unpzid mail,

(¥nd of Issue No, 16)
Second Scrics
JULY 1, 1952
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ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE (Second Series 1952-1953)

ISSUE NO, 17 - AUGUST 1, 1952

TABLE OF POSTAGES TO *‘O-J:.J.'r COUNTRIES

AS OF OCTOBER 1, 1861

Photograph No, 48, herewith is a "Table of Posteges to Foreipn Countries”
from the "U, S, Mail & Post Office Assistsznt," issue of October 1, 1861,
This was a four-page monthly publication, whose editor, J. Holbroolk, had
formerly been a Special Agent of the U, S, Post Office Department., The
"U, S. Mail" furnished official informstion to postmasters and postal cm~-
ployees throughout the country.

y
i

Regarding this table of foreign rates of postages, in addition %o thb
valuable information on rates, snecial attention is called to the col
right, headed, "I'ORELGY [IISCELLANY,." At the bottom of this column it
be noted that the "Ocean Liail" from ilew York to California via Panama
parted on the 1lst, 1llth and 21st for Aspinwall., Mail by the Cunard Lin
(British Packet), sailed every other liednesday for Liverpool from New
and Boston.
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For example, the table shows a scheduled sailing from Boston on Ve
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Oct. 9, 1861, which méant that this Cunard Ship. stopped at Boston but &
not go to New York on the inbound trip, hence mail from New York had to b
dispetched to Boston the day previous, or the lst, The next sailing was
Wednesday, Oct. 9, 1861, indicating that this inbound Cunsrd ship went
direct to New York and dld not stop at Boston, therefore, mail from Boston
to Europe had to be dispatched to Ifew York the day previous to catch the
New York sailing on the 9the Specisl attention is called to this table
"liajl Departures" because, when cover falkers change year dates on common
covers to make them valuable, tables such as this, furnish evidence that

the cover is not as represented.
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EARLITST KNCOWN DATES OF USE OF U, Sa POSTAGE STAMPS
1847 = 1F70

The "S. U, S." catalogue, (Scott's U. S. Specialized) lists opposite veri-
ous of our early stamps, dates whieh one might infer are the actual datcs
of issue but such is not true in eazch and every listing. The listed datss
were obtained, thru past ysers; from various sources, viz -

p— wh

(1) From Official records - (2) From early philstelic publications, r
writers probably assumed that certain stamps might have been issued on &
certain date and (3) From records compiled for many years by Dr. Carroll
Chase and leter by myself of covers showing earliest known dates of use.

For example, the 5¢ and 10¢ 1847 ars listed as having been placed on sale
on July 1, 1847, (Thursday), X
of either were actually placed on sale on July l, The Offlcial Tat
show that no supplies of the "forty-sevens" were sent out by the Po
Office Department until “uly 1, 1847, and the only post office to re
supplies on that date was New York City., Supplies were not sent to a:y
other office on that date. The second shipment was sent to Boston on

I
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July 2, 1847, I am assuming these Official records are accurate, Whotha;
or not the New York Postmaster, Robt, H, Morris, actually placed any of
the stamps on sale on Thursday, the lst, we do not know, The earlies?l
known use of an 1847 stamp in the Chase-ashbrook records is July 7, 1847.

Consider No. 2 - as above, "From early philatelic publications, etc.”

The "S, U. S," lists the 5¢ 1856, .-12 ~ with the positive statement -
"Issued January 1, 1856," but I know of no evidence to indicate that this
is true. This date was probably taken from some early philatelic a:ux,lu,
The Tiffany book on "U. S. Postage Stamps" which was published in 18886,
stated the stemp was issued Jenuary 5, 1856 and some ten years lster, Mr,
John Luff listed the same date, The earliest use I have ever been able tc
locate was & cover with March 15, 1856, I seriously doubt if any supplies
of this stamp were placed on sale on Tuesday, Jan. lst, 1856, or Ssturday,

Jen, 5th, 1856,

~l=

Regarding No. 3 - above, "From records compiled by Chase and Ashbrook. As
an example, note the 10¢ 1855 - The statement is made, "Issued lsy 19,
1855" (liondsy)s We have no evidence that the 10¢ stamp was actually issued
on thet date and the chances are that it was issued at an earlier date in
Mey 1855. The "“May 19th" listed in the "S. U. S." is from my records snd
is simpply the earliest cover that I have ever been able to discover sicw-
ing a use of a 10¢ Green, Tiffany in his book stated the 10¢ value was
issued on lay 5th, 1855 (Monday) but I have no information whers he cbin.n-
ed that date. Mr. Luff gave May 4th, 1855, but I doubt if any of the 10/
stamps were first placed on sale on Sunday, the 4th,

EARTITEST KNOWN DATES OF USE

Compiled By Stanley B, Ashbrook

IMPERFORATE

1847 = 5¢ BROWN (Pl&te l) Diq'Ol-o;.--5...--.....0lo.lolc Ju1y 7, l:“?
® - lO¢ BIL4CK (Plate l) I T Y P R LR R JUI? 9, 15¢i
16851 = Yo BIDE (Plate 1 B) sesssscevvessaossmssnasesvenes JULY 1, 1851
M =~ 3¢ ORANGE BROWN (Plate 1 E) eeeceescsescnessesaass July 1, 1851
¥« 12¢ BLACK (Plota 1) sssensssevsaevesssersveniessnny AlUgs 45 1852
1855 - 10¢ GRZEN (Pl&tﬂ l) SR T ENEEE A SRR E 5 e Hay 19, 1855
1856 - 5¢ RID BROWN (Plate 1} PreveOReTRST RN RROBIBPIEROOR Mar. 15, 1856
PERFORATZED

1857 = 14 BUIR (Plats 1 L) sssessssesvasnssnasessunnsnnns JO3Y 25; 1857
" - 3¢ RED (Type I) A L R T T T N Feb, 28, 1857
n - 5¢ RED BROWN (Type I) (Plate l) cvaaseeeprensesaed Aug. 28, lc:h

~ 5¢ INDIAN RED (S. U, S. Henna) (Type I){Plate 1) . apr, 13, 185

L - 5¢ ERICK RED (Type I) (Plate 1) CoessusassseReeae P Oct. 6, 1 ;

L - 5¢ BROWN (TYPB I) (Plata 1) P S R LR AT ] JUlY 6} l&f:

% . 5¢ BROWN (Type II) (Plate 2) sscsessesssascccscses May 14, 1800

" - 5¢ ORANGE HROHN (Type II} (Plata 2) 20dsvevscsacds MBY a’

L

L

10¢ G‘REEZ‘I {Plate l} Qe F* U D ED PO ESUDBIIOPEPERON A PO Iuly 2’}?
10¢ GREEN (Plate 2) (Type V) «,sesccoscevecssessess May 27,
12¢ BLACK (Type I) (Plate 1) eeavencscssscescsesess July 30,
12¢ BLACK (Type I") (Plate 3) sssecesoncionsssvenwe June - 1,
24¢ LIIAG R RN N N R N I RN RN R N :uly 7,
30¢ DRAﬁEE ARGV PENPIRVEINRPE R LY PO S RBRERRRDERay AUS- lo,
90¢ BlUE oc.uo--not-.t-oou-'-n.o----o-OODO-iOOCOIQO Sepb 11;
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EsaRLIEST XKNOWN DATES OF USE (Continued)

PERFORATED
1861 L7 l¢ BLUE Ve d R b SRR e el SRR E kel e ssdihaisy DOEE
" - 3¢ PINK cesocacsscossssesssvosescsvesssssasssssssnsnssa AUS,
% e ZOREE spisesrsesaipiovisigranesvedsdirsived pesassnis ANGH
L - 5¢ BUFF deassessanbretd §odotodssvsacéatdigedssoostansn l’l‘tuf_’,ls
1862 L 5¢REDBRO‘-H\T c.cnoct-t.atolnoou-o-u-n-aolunoclo.qa.oq,Jaﬂo
1863 L 5¢ BROWN Preer s as s endeasuRuRehebas Bt sabiad REe F:Jb.
" = 5¢ BLACK BPEOWN sewsesnsransaonniassssanpasonsssasssss 3’1115'
1861 Ll JO¢ GREEN (T}'Pe I) ("H.Ug‘.lst") S AT LIPS OTEISEOEORESN OB Sep-
" - 107 GRIEN (‘I‘ype It) FO. 090 e irsraassantesadesobesesas Aug.
8 - 12¢ BI-ACV- POADS ISR ORNAOPI PN NI IR P ER B I EI PRI RO PR Gct-
|. - 24¢ VIULET LRI B R A L BB I I B A IR NE B LI A I N N NN B Aug. e
" - 24¢ STEI‘I- BLIIE S QP A VAT S S PO T PP ARPOIaeT DD S OCt.
1862-’ 24¢ RED LI—UQ.C 0N E S0 NS INONIBLELEINEDIADANDEEBSSOD SR IR ‘Tanc’
u - 24¢ BROWN LILAC I R R I R N R N N N Fabn -~
@ - 24¢ G‘RAY LIL!&C onn..o.....-.--..--..----..oa-oo-a-.-ou_OCto /Dp
RET w Ui TRDHG 0 samuuvedesipmee IaTERHSS o s e a5 ST, el T,
1661 = 30¢ ORRNGE oueausnevsmononssssonnonenessnnnomaneasses Mgs 20,
" -90¢ BIUE SO ¢ § EEEEEE § e R 8 R R & § 8 SO 2?:
1863 - 2¢ BLAGK S8 INCIO0VWI SOOI 0EBET T el iosPesPeoetevoldadsoaesn 'Tuly 2,
1866 = 15¢ BLACK YHB 0008 TERP T RARNINNETrIOTRIOOPeREERNITRTRRRERPDS Hpr. 159
1867 - 3@' GRILIIEDAIILOVER S P AT S S PES OB S PNSSRNAOBEDPRBAOEDE J'Lugc 13,
IB69 = L1y BUFF casssvinisasnbssopeyssprineassndesiorisiningen HBY 2
" - 2¢' BROW Yo psanrNIAPAREArenpReBd P rearDelbgO oA dgOoD Ay I:"Iar- 30,
W - 3¢ BLUE L N R I N :‘:&:- 30;
b - 6¢ BIDE L R R R R I I I I T A I TS -"LPI'- 301
o = 10g YELLOW sveeccocscescvassascssecsssvassncnsonsscnse 4P 7,
- 12¢ GREEN secessoecsesebrisensenaserscsnevsancaensanasp <20l 5)
" - 15¢ BROWN & BLUE (Type I) ewoeoSasperessecdsdonbesosan Apl‘- 3;
" - 15¢ BROWN « BLUE (Type II) Wreoevocenensrsn0sdedpOsBeRe Y If:ay 23,
= - 24¢g GREEN & VIOLET seveevensnsevcoscsssosasscsasssnanse Apr. T4
i I -309' BIUE &« CARMINE BEIPININPEIEIBIPOPROESRIECORTENIBOO EE‘-Y 2?.;
. 90¢ CARMINE & BLACK sueevesrvencassnsscosnsorvecassscnse D8P 9,

U. S. STAMPED ENVILOPILS

3¢ 1853 - July 6, 1853

6¢ 1853 - July 31, 1853

10¢ 1855 - Nov. 1855

1860 - Star Die - 1¢ - Dec ? 1860

1660 - Star Die - 3¢ - Aug. 29, 1860

1860 « Star Die - 6¢ = Sep. 14, 1860

1860 - Staer Die - 3¢ plus l¢ - Dec ? 1860

23y e e g 3 40 3 940 2 e e ke o o v o TR

If any subscriber hes any covers showing earlisr dates of use than any
listings above, will they kindly forward the cover to me so that I can

record same.
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THE NiW YORK OCEAN 1MATL MARKING

VIRY UNUSUAL USE

Photograph No. 49, illustrates a very unusual cover to Hong Konp, China
with a 5¢ 1857, Type II - Brown - tied by a fine strike, (in black) of
the New York "Ocean Mail" marking, This type was used almost exclusively
on mail to California from New York by the ""Ocean Mail" Route Via Panama,
This cover shows no evidence of year use, but inasmuch as the 5¢ 1857
Brown, Type II, was issued as early as May 1860, this use was surely Aug.
21, 1860 - or 1861, During both of these vears the sailings to Panama
from New York by U, S, Mail steamships was on the lst, the llth and the
2lst of each month,

cl

The 5¢ payment on this cover represented the U, S, internal rate as
vided for in the U.S.-British Postal Treaty of 1848, scrztimss referr

as the "Shore~-to-Ship" payment. At destination, postage w:s collect.c .
the U. S. frontier via England and thence Dy British mail to Hong Eox:

The total rate to Hong Kong was 33¢ per 1/2 oz., "Via Southampton,” ar

with this 5¢ payment I judge the British manuscript DUE marking denoted "l
2" -~ or Yone shilling, two pence" - (28¢ U,S.), though I must admit there
is nothing much in that pen maricing that looks like a "2." However, I have

noted other covers to Hong Kong in 1860, with 5¢ payments with similar manu-
scrlpt due msrkings (28¢ plus 5¢).

In a study of this cover, two questions ariss = (1) was the vear of uss
1860 or 1861, and (2) did the Aug., 21 date denote a sailing of a Cunc
ship for Liverpool? I believe the answer to the first is that the yb_H 152

~ Aa*a

was probably Aug. 21, 1860, and to the second, it was a sailing date boi:z

to Panama and Liverpool. How extrzmordinary is tha latter featurel! In
1860, the Cunsérd sailings from New York, were Aug, 15 and 29, and fron
Boston on the 8th and 22nd. Thus mail from New York to Britein, anl -oints
beyond, "Via Boston" and Cunard mail ships, would have been postmazizc.

"Aug 21" at New York. This hanpenad to be the same date for the Californiz
mail leaving New York for Panama., In 1861 Cunard sailihgs from New Yo‘;
were on Aug. l4th and 28th, and from Roston, on Aug, 7th and 2lst, =0 it
seems highly improbable that the year of use was 1861. The "QOcean lail®
marking was applied thru error and was later corrected by the regular post-
mark to left which reads, "NiW YORK - AUG 21 - BRs PKT,"

I trust thet I will be pardoned for going into so much detail ragavﬁinf this

and rare cover but to demonstrate how it is possible, in manj cases, to ar-
rive at an actual year of use when no outward evidence ia shown on uns
cover, In this case, I first narrowed the year use to 1860 or 1861,
cause August 1B59 would have been too early and 1861 would have buu-
late as the 5¢ 1857 was demonetized in the fall of 1861. It is most im
portant to determine the actual year of use on most any cover that is under

suspicion and investigation,

For exemple, I recall a cover with a 5¢ 1857 Briok Red - Type I, which @pe
parently showed & use in April of 1858y Every bit of evidence that = 2,
indicates thet this stamp, the Brick Red, was not issued before Sep: = of
1858, hence ths cover could not be guﬂuine. The 5¢ 1857 - Typs V, i

searce stamp, hence covers showing the carliest uses should not be dl 1%
to locate., I have never ssen a use o this Type V stemp earlier than . -
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27, 1859, If someone would show me a cover used in April 1859 I would bs
more than surprised but would admit such an early use of a 107 1857 -
Type V was possible, If anyone would show me & use in March 1859, I
would be more than suspicious thet something was wrong, and, of course,
any earlier use would not be possible in my humble opinion, no matter how
convineing was the fake postmark that tied a 10¢ Type V to cover, The
Tollowing will demonstrate such a case,

Photograph No. 50, illustrates a cover that was mailed from New York cn
Jan., 1, 1859, It hes a 10¢ 1857, Type V stamp tied by a black merking
reading, "STEALISHIPY with a large "10" in the center. This was a foldad
two-page letter sheet with the letter page missing. A manuscript memerans-
dun on the back indicates that the letter originated at Havana, Cuba, cn
Dec, 23, 1858, and no doubt it did, becsuse thers is a "Forwarder’s” hand-
stamp of a New York business fimm on the backe In all probability this
letter was sent under separate cover from Havena to the forwarding fimm 1
New York City to be placed in the U, S, Liail for France and the towa of

Nantes.

STAMP ADDED « FAKE CANCELATION,

AW oo

1 mede & very careful examination of this cover and was convinced that the
year dates of "59" in the French postmesrks on the face and those on the
back had not been tampered with, and wers, therefore, genuine, I was alsc
convinced thet the red New York postmark (indicating prepayment) was pa@n
feotly goods I was unable to find any svidence that any postags stamso
had been removed from the cover. In my opinion, this cover was origi?ylly
a prepeid stempless cover that weighed over 1/4 0z., and the rate thas wag
prepald was 30¢, This letter went by an amsrican Packet to England,
thence by British Mail to France, ss tha French postmark on the face
closes, and the "12" credit in the New York postmark proves thet the ra
.was 30¢, My records further show that the Steamship “XANCARCOW (Amer.
Pkt.) of the American "Inmen Line" sailed from New York with the Europssn
mail on Jen, 1, 1859, Thus the cover itself is genuine in every respcch,
except the 10¢ Type V stamp which some erook added to this cover and tied
seme with an imitation "STEAMSHIP 10" marking, this fake marking in al
probability being a reproduction of this type and size (28i11) of a ha:z
stamp that was used at New Orleans in the lete eighteen fifties and sizx-

t kA

ties. This faked cover has a very convineing anpearance and no doubt it
would dsceive many an unsuspecting collector,

111
bl

oo

LLU

+

<
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FIVE CENTS RATES TO EUROPE, PAID BY

3¢ 185]1 plus a pair 1d 1851

Covers to France in the early eighteen fifties with 5¢ payments as above
ars not exactly scearce or unusual but such a cover to the German Ststes is
decidedly rare.

besoming effective on Oct. 16, 1852, This treaty provided for a C;ﬁﬂ:;
bail in each direotion, twice a week, Via London and Ostend, Belgium znd
kaeochen, This was known &s thse "P,C L.' or the "Prussien Lloabd bail" -

See Issue No, 6 of this Service - page 30 for complete details,
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Prior to the inauguration of the "P.C,M.", mail to Germany went by "Opon
Mail thru England" or under a "Postal Arrangemsnt™ with the Free City ol
Bremen.,

Regarding the former, the Regulation {( . L. @ R, = April 1852) vead as
follows, quote: "On all letters between the United States and Germany,
when sent through the United Kingdom, the U. S. postags and that only,
must _be collected in the United States by prepayment when sent, and on
delivcry when reocived, at the rate of 5 cents the single rats, when con=
veyed by British Packet (unless conveyed from or to Oregoa or Californ a,
then 10 ¢ts.), and 21 ots., the single rate when conveyed by United Statecg
Packot, unless as aforesaid from or to Oregon or Cslifornia, then 26
cents.“ (unquote)

Photogravh Ng. 9, (See Issue No. 2 - page ;710 of this Service), illustrates
a cover with a 5¢ 1847 from Boston to Garmany in Januarv 1851, Covers to
Germany with the 5¢ 1847 naying the rate above quotad, ars dscidaodly rara,
but in my opinion, covers to Germany with a 3¢ 1851 and a pair of 1l¢ 1851,
used after June 30th, 1851 and before October 1852 aro even morc rarc.

The recason is quite obvious, they cover a shorter pariod of use,

Photograph No. 51, illustrates such a cover from the collection of Mr,
Morris Fortgeng of Now York Citys This cover has a 3¢ 1851 Orange Browa
and a pair of 1l¢ 1851, from Plate Ons Early. Thoe black postmerk is New
Orleans, La. “Jan 8" (1852). The two-line handstamp, {black) in upper
right reads, "AMERIKA - PREUSSEN,” and this is the only record of this
marking thet I have on a U, S. cover to Germany. The cover is addrezacd to
Frankfort and the British duec marking in upper right is apparently "1-6%

or one shilling sixpence, (36¢ U,S.,). The routing reads, “paer first -
steamcr via New York, Liverpool and Ostend." This is the ohly record in
my files of such a cover, If any of ny friends can show a similer ons will
they be so kind as to forward it to me for recording.

It is informetion such as the above that makes this "Scrvice" invaluable o
any serious collector of 19th Gentury U, S. postal issuss,

Photograph No. 52, illustrates a double rate cover to Germany from Philadsl-
phis March 19, 1849, with the above rating. This has two 5¢ 1847 stamps
tied by the bluc Philadelphia double line octagon with a "6" in the center.
(See ashbrook Volume No. 2, page 133), The boxed merking in black at lower
left reads, "AMERICA P.R ENGLAND" and the British manuscript “dus" in upper
right is probably “2-10" (two shillings - tempsnce or 68¢ U.S.). Tha rout-
ing is "per Liverpool Steamer via Ostend." This very rare and highly de-
sirable cover is fram the collection of Mrs J. D, Baker of Indianapolis.

A cover that was a forerunnor of the "Prussian Closed Mail,"

Photogravh No, 53. illustrates a vory interesting "combination cove
ing two U,S. 5¢ Blue Taylor stamps of 1875 (S. U. S, #179) and two
sixpence stamps. This cover originsted at Callao, Peru, the prinecip
port of that country, evidently cn Cet, 5, 1876, At that time, thc U.S
did not have a postal treaty with Psru, hence mail could not be pre;

origins in eithor country to destinations in the other., This 1t
carried by a British Mail stocamer from Callac to Panama City and
packot ratc for such transit was sixpence per half ounce. (Reduced
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shilling in Fobruary 1870), st Panama City thn letter was transferrad
the U. S, Mail Agoney and transmitted from aspinwall (Panama), on the
Atlantic side by a U, S, Meil stcamship to New Yorke The U. S, rate from
Panama to U, S, destination at that timo was 5¢ per half cunce. Thus tho
two 5¢ Taylor stamps denote a doublu rate of over 1/2 cunce, as dcog the
two British stamps, This lcttor sh~ws no Peruvian postal markings ox
payment of any Peruvien postage, .ich indicates that the letter was mail-
ed direcct with the British Mail Agent aboard the British ship, The

Panama marking was applied at the British Mail Agency at Panama City as
was the British "C35." The U, S. Consulatec at Callao acted as the U, S.
Mail Ageney and they undoubtedly had on hend for such mail, supplics of

U. S, and British postage stamps. The U, S. cancelation is the well-koown
"No YORK STEAMSHIP" which meant that the letter hed been carried to Now
York by a U, S, liail steamship of a line holding a mail contract with the
U.S, P.0.D. This is quite a nice and interesting combination covers

. (END OF ISSUE NO, 17)
Sccond Serics

August 1, 1852,




‘Page #119 / f

. ASHBROOK SPEGIAL SIRVICE (Second Series 1952-1953)
ISSUE NO, 18 ~ SEPVRICIR 1, 1952
TiE U, S. ONE GENT 1851

BEARLIEST IIIOVWIT DATES OF USE
Compiled by Stanley B. Ashbrook
_EEPERFORATE

PLATE ONE EARLY .-'--.-o.J-ULY l’ 1851 asee Types I - IB - II - IIT = IIIH
PLATE ONE LATE 4eveeeesesJUNE 8, 1852 4vse Types II = IV

PLh.TE T“O I.l.l.'l.l..l..Dm. 5' 1855 'Y R XK ] Types II - III - IID{

PLATE THREE seeeccessvsesilay 6, 1856 .oee Type II

PLATE FOUR aln'cloo-nnlooo-Apr. 8,‘ 1857 seee Types is = IC - IT - III - IIIA

PERFORATED

PLATE ONE LATE seceeseeesJULY 25, 1857 (BEarliest 1¢ Perforated) -

. PLATE THO seseversssecsessduly 26, 1857° <3ulqas,gsT-me

PIJ'&TE FOUR "o tuuoiqu.c.-J-ULY 26. 1857 -

PLATE FIVE eecevccacossce K cees Type V

PLATS SIX esesssasacessesdhlN, lO, 1858 eesan TYPES V and Va

PL‘ITE SEVEI‘T ..I.....I..IIDml l. 1857 TR TYPG v U ;2.15311-

PLATE EIGHT weeeesooesssslOV. 21, 18577 ,.,. Type V-(Earliest Type V)
PLATE NINE OInnncon--o.G-OCT- » 1859J pose TYPG v'""p’"-"’ww‘i\'ﬂ ‘

PLATE TEN uoo-o.o...ooa-oIJOv- 30' 18601 esew T}’pe V_Jd"‘-“"‘t“‘bn

PLATE ELEVEN ssasecsnveesdAll, 12, 1861 sens T_Y’PGS ITI - I1Ta -
'PI-&ATE IT‘JELVE .l..-llllll.J—A}T. 25' 1861 se e Typ(‘SI- II (E&rliest Type I)

THE U, S. THREZ CENTS 1851

FARLIEST KIOVN DATES OF USE OF THE IMPERFORATE PIATES
Compiled by Dr. Carroll Chase (August 1952) '

PLATE ONE EARLY sseseseeesJULY 1, 1851

PLATE ONE INTERMEDIATE ,.JULY 12, 1851

PLATE ONE LATE seesesesss0CT, 12, 1851

PLATE "O" -cooooq---n.co.SEPc 2’ 1851 PrObable, SBP. 8 Bure,
PLATE TWO EARLY .avssssssaUG. 2, 1851

PLATE TWO LATE eeessseeesJAN, 12, 1852

PLATE FIVE EARLY seeeeee.JULY 22, 1851

PLATE FIVE LiTE oyseeesesSEP. 3, 1855

PLATE THREE esveveensessslloRy 9| 1852

PLATE FOUR eesesesscsseaciaRe 19. 1855 probable, Mar, 31. 1855 sure
PI:'LTE SIX .,..ct..oa..olom- 18, 1856 b - i /
PLATE SEVEN eveoeesesossoFEB, 13, 1856

PLATE EIGHT o.--ocosooo-aké'Ro 25' lFf‘é

bt s e i
. . .
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PERFORATED

Type I - 3¢ 1857 -~ Feb, 28, 1857 = from New York - Esrliest 3¢ 1857.
Type II - PIATE NINE EH.PL[ .l.l.‘ll.'..l'.loCT'

IT = 1]
" Il = n
" I = it
L II - "
" IT = "
® IL.
" TL "
L1 IT o "
] IT = o
" o L
] 1T = i
" II - L]
" 1T - 1
" II = L]
" I = n
" I = i
[ I = "
" TT. i ]
t 5 Ll W
] IT = "
H Il = "
" T, o= "
w IL = L]
L II - "

" -LJ'!.T cc----olo-u.--.-'.JA”'l
TEN EARLY a.su.lnlolocloo.omLY
" INTERMEDIATE sesaseesssMAY
" I.ATE IIIOIIOCIIIIII‘OIIJAIJ.
ELEVEN EARLY scesccsvesssasdULY

" INTERMEDIATE sesvessJULY

" LATE oocnoo-o-nlo--oDEct
Tlv-ELVE .........-.....;...l.FEBQ
THIRTE:E:N Olt.lll;l...‘...'.
FOURTM .....‘............_OCTQ
FETEEN lI'.tul.l..llO.I.Iloch
SIXTm o-a.oon-onoo..oooclocTt
SEVENTELN ssisesesoscsesass
EIGHTEEN eveavcessscssssessNOV,
NINETEEN seeevovsvaccsnseseMAY
TWENTY ooaoonloainaauan.---DEc'
'I“;ENTY-ONE l'lcoonllnooco-oJAIIO
TWEN‘I'Y-TYIO an-ocn--uoc----omLY
“IM-MEE ..I.l...l.ll.lDEc.
TWM-FOUR .lIIIl....l..l.lCAUG.
'I'WENTY-FIVE Oul.l‘.-ll...'.‘J-ULY
TWENTY=-SIX Dll‘.;OCOCIOOOOQOCT.
TWENIY=-SEVEN svsseeseescessOCT,
TWENTY--EIGHT evecevessessesJULY

"Chicago Perf" - Unofficial sseescecesssessAPRS

ook e st afeok ok ok ok sk on on ek ke ok e

9
22,
13,
17,

3,
29,

8
23,
18,

?

1,
30,
28,

1857

1859 o

1857 (Earliest Type IL)
1858

1859

1857

, 1858

1858
1858

1858
1857
1857

1857
1858
1858

s 1859

1860

1859

1859

1859 '

1859 Probable-Jan.21«60 &
1859

1860

1857

THE . S. ONE CENT 1857 - PLATE 4

Back in the early days of the study of the plates of the grand old One
Cent stamp we did not know of the existence of the imperforate Plate

No. 3, and inasmuch as we had never seen an actual plate number from Plate
4 we thought that Plate 4 was Plate 3, and that a Plate 4 was the first

of the Type V plates,

By "we" I refer to Dr. Carroll Chase, Ernest Jacobs,

Alvin Good, Wm. Stevenson and myself who were possibly the most prominent
'in the middle and late nineteens, who were engaged in the study of the

types and plates of the One Cent.

Later Ernie Jacobs, discovered an "im-

print" that proved to be from the unknown Plate 3 and established the fact
that the plate we had been referring to as Plate 3 was actually Plate 4.

I don't recall the year of that important discovery but it was probably in
the summer of 1919.

While perforated stamps were issued in 1857, from Plates One (Late), Two,
and Four, so far as we are aware none were issued from Plate 3, which
evidently was made up entirely of Type II stamps.
in the famous Worthington Sale, by J. C., Morgenthau & Co., held on August
21, 22 and 23, 1917, Lot ;122 was described as follows:

I mention this because

"1857 Issue - 7122 - unused - l¢ Blue Plate 3, sheet of 100 (left pane),
the bottom row Type I (;40), in its complete state, the ninth row Type I,

with part of the scrolls

~enoved, and in the other rows, numerous copies
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of this interesting type, the rest of the sheet being Type II (3#41l). The
sheet is full o.g, and in very fine condition and is especially valuable
a8 it was from this shent that the experts were enabled to reconstruct

Plate 3 of the imperf issus," (unquote),

The author of the above was wrong as this sheet was never used to make a
reconstruction by any of the students above named. It did furnish the
first evidence that a six-relief transfer roll was used. One more point
is worthy of mention, In those days any stamp with traces of the full
bottom design was classed as a Type I.

I have before me the catalogue of the Worthington Sale, that I used at
that time - some 35 years ago - and I note that I bid the very modest

sum of $204,60 for this sheet, which was purchased by John Kleeman of the
old Nassau Stamp Company & $1,100,00, I never saw this sheet at that
time, or before, and not until the spring of 1942, I never had any photo-
graph of it prior to 1942, and I made a complete reconstruction of the
left pane without any reference to it, thru the aid of pairs, strips and a
few blocks, Although I fully intended to mention this rare and unique
sheet in my two-volume study of the One Cent 1851-57 (1938), I somehow or
other overlooked doing so., Perhaps the reason was as follows -

I have no record of what disposition John Kleeman made of the sheet but in
the nineteen twenties I learned thht the sheet had passed into the
possession of Col. E. H. R, Green, the son of the famed Hetty Green. I

had commenced work on the reconstruction of Plate 4 and was very anxious

to locate the owner of the "Worthington sheet." I wrote Col. Green and ex=-
plained I was making a study of the One Cent plates and would he kindly
loan the sheet to me so that I could photograph it, If so, I would fur-
nish bond in any sum for its safe return, et¢c. I never received any reply
and several years later in the lzte nineteen twenties it was reported in .
the philatelic press that the Colonel®s yacht had sunk at his private dock
and on board were parts of his valuable stamp collection, all of which were
ruined. Further, among the items destroyed was a valuable sheet of 100 of
the One Cent 1857, I assumed that this was the "Worthington sheet" from
the left nane of Plate 4, and after that report I never had any further
word of the sheet until after Green's death, as I will later explain.

My second booklet on the One Cent 1851-1857 was published by the Scott
Stamp end Coin Company in 1926, and wes entitled, "THE TYPES AND PLATES OF
THE U, S. ONE CENT 1851-1857." In the chapter on Plate 4, I stated, quote:
"The writer has seen a marvelous block of 28 of the perforate from the
right pane, same being 4 wvertical by 7 horizontal. This belongs to a very

proninent Eastern collector, and I have heard of a complete unused entire
 left pane in snother Eastern collection, but have never been able to per=
suade the owner to permit me to even view it," (unquote)

VWhat about the early history of this remarkable unique sheet of 100 stamps?
Way back sbout 1911 - 1912, perhaps earlier, Dr, Chase started a card in-
dex record of unusual items of 19th Century stamps and covers, and in 1947
he presented this entire record to ma, Filed under the One Cent 1857, one
of his cards lists and describes this One Cent sheet as coming from a

plate he thought was Plate 3. 1 quote in pasrt as follows: "July 17, 1913 -
Worthington shows a complete left nane unused o,g. of 100 = 1l¢g 1857, Full
margins st top, bottom and right. The Ieft sheet margin is torn off as
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nothing of the imprint or plate number shows. Vhite gum, Beautiful
olear impression, Deep blue shade., Purchased Dec., 17, 1911 from New
England Stamp Company (Boston) xxxxxxx 15L3 shows 2 horizontal lines on
Franklin's heed as the upper line reaches to the stamp on each side of
15L3 xxxxxx For transfer roll relief varieties see card as marked.
xxxxx etc," (unquote)

lim. L. Stevenson, in an article in the "COLLECTORS' CLUB JOURNAL" for
November 1913 (Vol, 4 - No. 4) also mentioned the sheset, quote: "The
Worthington collection contains a sheet of 100 which shows all the
verieties that have been noted xxxx. It is perforated, shows the pane
line at right, the top and the bottom margins, but the left margin with
imprint and plate number is gone. I have carefully examined this sheet,
. xxxx The bottom row shows the full bottoms and variously short tops.
The top row shows the full tops and variously short bottoms," (unquote)

Stevenson was not interested in pleting and never did any to my knowledge
but he did study the Worthington sheet very carefully and he arrived at
the correct solution that the plate had been entered with a six-relief
transfer reoll, - It will be noted that this was the year 1913,

I was not a subscriber to the WCOLLECTORS' JOURNAL" at that time and I
THever read the Stevenson articles until long after my two-volume book was
published in 1938, .

In the late nineteen thirties (as I rscall) Colonel Green passed away and
the Executor of his Estate, a New York Trust Company, selected the late
Walter S, Scott to arrange for the ‘disposal of the Green philatelic hold-
ingss I was more than delighted to receive a letter from kr. Scott adw
vising me that he hed found in the Green collection the Worthington One
Cent Plate 4 sheet and he very kindly made the necessary arrangements with
the Trust Company to loan it to me to photographe As near as I can recall,
"this was late in 1941 or early in 1942.

Photograph No, 54, is one of a number of photographs thet I made of the
sheet at that time,

THE 1944 SALE OF THE WORTHINGTON SHEET

The One Cont shecet came up in a Green Sale by Harmer, Rooke & Co,, on Nov,
13, 1944 and was described as follows, quote:

"Llot 25 - (unused) 1¢ Bluo, complete shest of 100. Plate IV, left pane (no
gheet margin at 1eft) Top row Type II, bottom row Type IA, (this row
alone catalogues $5000.00), other eight rows are Types IC, II and IIA,
Stamp r59 defective, sheet slightly reinforced, On the whole the condi-
tion is fine, with full gum, bright color, A truly amazing sheet and one
of the very finest of all existing pieces of this ever-popular stamp (40B -
41 - 42 - 42B)," (unquote)

The sale price was $3,750.00 and the buyer was Y. Souren of New York City,
N.Y. According to information furnished to me, Souren in later years sold
the sheet to one of his clients whom we will call "sir, X,," at an undis=
closed price, and the story goes that the buyer later changed his mind
about retaining the sheet and left it together with a sheet of the dollar
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Omaha with Souren to be sold, neglecting to obtain a receipt for either
plece, The story is to thc effect that Sourcn sold the l¢ sheet for
$11,000.00 snd the Omaha sheot for $6,000.00 to one of his clients whom
we will refer to as "Mr, Y," Lr. "X'" elaims thet after the disposal of
the two sheets that no settlement was made with him, Soon afterwards,
Sourcn was teken ill, and later died, Mr. "X" made a demand upon the
Souren Estate, according to information furnished me, but the Executors
denied any knowledge of any ownership in the two items by lir, "X," who.
has either entered suit or will enter suit against the Souren Estate in
the near future, The attorneys for the plaintiff, br, "X," managed to
locate the present owner of the two sheets and he stated, so I was in-
formed, that he had purchased the two sheets at the prices mentioned
above from ¥, Souren.

My deposition was taken recently regarding my knowledge of the One Cent
sheet, and if in my opinion, it is unique. Naturally the attorneys for
Mr. "X" wero pleased to obtain a copy of the onclosed photograph, No. 54,

~$§§ above information was placed at my disposal by the attornsys of Mr,
"4e" It will be interesting to note the final outcome of this case,

According to the Chase records, Worthington purchased the sheet from the
New Englend Stemp Co. of Boston, on Dec. 17, 1911, but I have no record of
any provious owner. It has been suggested that it might have come from
the Fred ayer Collection,

" It seems almost unbelievable that this sheet would have survived intact
to the present day, a period covering 95 years. It is undoubtedly unique,
hence is probably the rarest and most valuable One Cent 1851-1857 piece
in existence, certainly the most valuable according to S. U. S. quotations,

I have a suspicion that when this sheect was originally found, it was ac=-
companied by another partial sheot from the samo left pane of Plate 4, I
have no idea how large this second piece was but a few of the stamps com-
prising it, were torn and crcased, This "piece" was broken up and sold,
and I managed to locate and rejoin pairs and singles to make an irregular
block of 16, When I had the ™iorthington shoet" in my hands for photo-
graphing in early 1942, it is my recollection that the color was very
similar to the irregular unused o.g, rejoined block, the same white gum,
and perforations that wcre also similar.

ALL IS NOT GOLD THAT GLITTERS

Photograph No., 55, shows an item that was recently submitted to me for my
opinion, the query being: "5¢ 1856 - Type I - unused - horizontal strip of
-three - without gum - Is this an unused strip of this stamp?" The answer
was "no," that this was an india proof of Type II (no projections top and
bottom), from Plate No. 2 - the plate positions being 1R2, 2R2 and 3R2,

A thin paper of a different quality had been cemented to the back and the
missing projections (Type II) at top and bottom had been added, i.e.,

very cleverly "painted."

I have seen similar items in thc past of Type II proofs including pairs,
strips, and blocks "fixed" in this manner, which I suspected werec "fixed"
in Switzerlend but such items wsre in & light orange-brown, much the same
‘as the Type II stamps of the 1875 re-issue (Plste 2).
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The strip illustrated is in a color which to some extent, resembles the
regular 5¢ stamp of 1856, Incidentally, an unused single of the 5¢ 1856
is quoted at $400.00 with no quotation for a pair, much less a strip of
three. The S, U, S. quotes a block of four & $3,000 but it is a thousand
to one, that a block could not be obtained at that figure. However, that
i8 just my opinion. This photograph was made by Ultra-Violet light.

~ Collectors with the necessary cash to purehase esrly U. S. 19th Century
stamps in unused condition or with "original gum" should be exceedingly
cautious and should demand authentication by the highest of recognized
euthorities on such material,

It is well to bear in mind that the great majority of doalers are mer-
chandisers of a commodity known as postage stamps and they have neither
the knowledge nor the inclination, much less the time, to devote to a
minute examination of every item that passes thru their hands. It is
much easier, and it is a time-saver, to make a refund of the purchase
price in the event of a complaint by a purchaser,

THE 12¢ 1857
_BLOCKS ON COVER,

Photograph No, 56, shows a cover to Baden by "Prussian Closed Mail" (P,C.M.)
in January of 1860, The sum of 90¢ in postage was paid, consisting of a
block of four of the 12¢ 1857 - Type I, (Plate One), also a pair and a
single and in addition, & 3¢ 1857 - Type II. Covers showing a block of
four of the 12¢ 1857 surely must be scarce, at least I have noted very
few in my time. The 90¢ postage represented a triple, or 3 x 30¢ rate to
‘Baden, but the red New York Foreign liail Exchange postmerk shows a "14"
at the top which was the credit for a double rate by "P,C.M.," (2 x iT:

If this letter weighed over one ounce, then it would have required three
rates (3 x 30) and the eredit should have been 3 x 7+ Two explanations
are possible, viz: (1) the letter was a triple rato; but the clerk at the
N.Y. P,0O., made an error and only credited Prussia with 14¢ instead of 2l¢g;
or (2}, the letter was not ovur an ounce and had been overcharged at the
originating post office, hence the New York P.0: clerk rated it as a :
double (2 x 30) and gave the correct credit (2 x 7) to the Prussian P.0.D,
I am inclined to believe thet the latter is the correct analysis. As
previously set forth in an Issue of this Service, I call all 12¢ stamps
from Plate One, Type I, and all stamps from Plate Three, Type II. (We
know of no Plate Two)e. The S. U, S; lists a block of four of the 1l2¢
1857 at $100 unused, and $175.00 used (off cover), but to which types do
these quotations refer? I doubt if the editors could answer that cuery.
Twenty years ago the S. U. S, quoted a used block of the 12¢ 1857, off
cover, @ $200,00. One wonders why such an item is worth less today in
Roosevelt-Truman dollars? Perhaps the real answer is that the present
day collectors do not possesa a proper appreciation of the real value of
a used block of four of the 12¢ 1857.

Years ago in the Richey collection (Cincinnati) there was a most unusual
and very rare item. It was a piece of a cover, evidently a wrapper, oa-
closing valuable papers sent by first-class mail to England from Pontiac,
Mich,, in 1858, and requiring a very high rate of postage. This "piece"
had fifty copies of the 12¢ '57 = Twvpe I (Plate 1), but the original rate
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had consisted of 56 copies - Thus six stamps were missing from the piece.
- In other words, this piece was originelly a 28 times the 24¢ rate to

Great Britain. This piece with the existing 50 stamps oconsisted of the
following:

3 horizontal pairs seeses.6 stamps
4 thCka Of four .;.-.-.16 n

Z " " 81X seeeessel2 ®
2 " " eight si..p.16 "
50 stamps

The stamps were tied together by strikes of a black ecircular grid, As I
recall, Mr., Richey paid en Eastern dealer $1,000 for this piece which had
been a 28 times rate to Great Britain, It is the highest 24¢ rate to that
country of which I have any record, Quite remarkable.

PROOF OF ACCURATE PLATE RECONSTRUCTION

In the middle nineteen thirties, when I was engaged in making an accurate
record of all the 200 positions on the 12¢ Plate One, Mr, Richey loaned

the "plece" to me and gave me pcrmission to remove all the stamps in order
to rejoin all the severed items to their original state and thus be able

to accurately check much of the plate reconstruction work, The rejoined
pleces consisted of an irregular block of 26, another block of 20, and two
horizontal pairs, all from the left pane of Plate One, To my knowledge, no
other blocks, whole or rejoined, as large as these two items are in ex-
istence,

FROLl_PZRU TO THE U. S.
IN THE MIDDLE SIGHTEEN SEVENTIES

In Issue No, 17, Photograph No. 53, illustrated a double rate cover from
Callao, Peru, to Georgia, in October 1876, This was a "combination cover#
(U, S. and foreign stamps), showing two sixpence stamps of Great Britain
to pay the transit to Panama, and two 5¢ 1875 Blue Taylors to carry the
letter by U, S. Mail steamship from Panama to the U, S, destination., I am
now enclosing two photographs (57-58) of two covers which are of approxi-
matoly the same class and period, both from Peru to U. S. destinations.
These make nice companion items to cover No, 53 An snalysis of the two,
follows:

Photograph No, 57, originsted at Callao, Peru, on Dec. 14, 1875, It hes a
5¢ Taylor and a 10 centavos Peru stamp, On the back is a small blue circu=-
lar British marking which shows thst the letter was mailed at the "British
Postal Agency" in Callao, rather than direct to the British Mail ship.
Thus' the payment of the Poruvian postages No provision was made for the
payment of the British transit charge of sixpence to Panama, hence the
British debited the U, S, P,0,D. the sum of 12¢ (sixpence) by the large
black "12," In lower left is a U. S. marking of "Due 14," but why was ldg
due? This envelope was a dark blue, hence the poor photograph. There is

a three-line British merking below the Peru stamp which reads, "Panama -

18 DE 18 = 75 « TRAISIT." It would have been nice had the sender put a°
sixpence British stamp on this envelope, because then we would have had the
stamps of three countries. * s .,

3
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Photograph No, 58, shows a letter that was evidently mailed direct with
the British Mail steamer, with no payment of the Peruvian postage, or of
the British transit charge of sixpence (12¢ U,3.). Here we also have the
British debit of "12," and likowise the U, S, "Duec 14." But why was ld¢
due on these two letters? The answer is that this "14" is the "Depre-
ciated Currency Rate," Settlements with Great Britain were required to
be made in "specie® or the gold equivalent, and "14" indicated that gold
at that time was quoted at approximstely 117, Had the addressee tendered
12¢ in "specie" the postal authorities could not have refused it, but
doubtless it was asgsumed that the 14y due would be paid in paper, or what
was known as fractional currencys

Cover No, 58 shows the 5¢ stamp tied with a very fine strike of one of
the New York Foreign }Mail cancelations,.

This beautiful covar sold at ¥80,00 in the Keffer Sale in May and Cover
No, 57 at $26,00. In my opinion, the prices should have been reversed,

(END OF ISSUE NO, 18)
(Second Series)

September 1, 1952

a1 o e
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ASHBROOK SPECIsL SERVICE (Second Series 1952-1953)

ISSUE NO, 19 - OCTOBER 1, 1952
REGARDING A COVER, THAT IS IN MY OPINION, A RANK FAKE,

The following is an advance copy of an article that has been submitted to
STAMPS end will no doubt appear in that publication at an early date,

RERAKAEE It 1is being included in thig *¥rxrx*
*xxkxkk® gorvice for the record. R

THE 5¢ 1857 ~ TYPE I
BRICK_RED -

. - By
Stanley B. Ashbrook,.

Way back as early as 1912, Dr, Carroll Chase started to compile a record of
"Earliest Known Dates of Use" of 1l9th Century U, S, postage stamps and in the
late nineteen nineteens we consolidated our efforts along that line, Looking
back thru our joint record I find that in the early nineteen twenties the
earliest record that we hed of a use of the 5¢ 1857 Brick Red was Feb. 7, 1859,
a cover in the Ackerman collection, then several years later we found that
there was & cover in the Sir Nicholas Waterhouse collection with a use on Nove
20, 1858, and several years later we discovered a cover in the Armitage collec=-
tion with s use of Nov, 2, 1858.

The hunt for early uses is really a very fascinsting pursuit. For many years

that Armitage cover remained the earliest use of the 5¢ Brick Red in our record,

in fact, it was not until November 1935 I found sn earlier use, At that time
I discovered a cover in the Edward S, Knaspp collection with a use from New

Orleans to France on October 12, 1858, This was a horizontal strip of three,
Some six months lster, or on kiay 31, 1936, after the publication in STALMPS of

our article on the "Eariiest Known Dztes of Use," a California collector sent me

e oover with a vertical strip of three of the Brick Red used from New Orlesns
on Oct, 6, 1858, That was sixteen years sgo last liay and in the intervening
years I heve never seen a genuine cover with an earlier date of use of the 5¢
1857, Type I, Brick Red.

After long years of study of the 5¢ 1856 and the 5¢ 1857 - Plates One and Two =
there exists no doubt in my mind that the 5¢ 1857 stamps were issued in the
following order:

5¢ 1857 Red Brown - Type I - Plate 1

5¢ 1857 Indian Red (Henna) ~ Type I - Plate 1

5¢ 1857 Brick Red -~ Type I - Plate 1

5¢ 1857 Brown - Type I = Plate 1 =

5¢ 1857 Brown - Type II - Plate 2

5¢ 1857 Orange Brown = Type II = Plate 2

e i i
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The S,U.S. 1ists these stamps in the following antiquated order, Who will dis=-
pute that the listing should be in the order the stamps were iasued?

5¢ Brick Red ~ Type I - Plate 1

5¢ Red Brown = Typs I - Plate 1

5¢ Indian Red (Henna Brown) - Type I - Plate 1
5¢ Brown = Type I - Plate 1

5¢ Orange Brown - Type II -~ Plate 2

5¢ Brown - Type II - Plate 2

Regarding the dates given in the "S.,U.S,," 1952 Edition.

2] Brick Red - Type I. No date is given. But the earliest known date of use
in my record is Qct, 6, 1858,

#28 Red Brown « Type I - sug. 28, 1857, This date is from my records,

£28A ~ Henna Brown - Type I - listed ss a minor variety with no date given,
This 15 the stamp that was fommerly listed as the "Indian Red" and as far as I
am concerned I much prefer that term to "Henna Brown." The "Indian Red" is a
gorgeous color and surely deserves a major listing in the catalogue. It is
totally different from the Red Brown, the Brown or the Brick Red and I think
that ell serious collectors of our early stamps would welcome catalogue informa-
tion regarding the value of unused and used coples, of pairs, strips and blocks,
~on and off cover, various cancelations, and spproximate date of use. In my re-
cord, I have a use of March 31, 1858 listed but I cannot vouch for the cover as
it was "reported," and I never saw it., I also have uses recorded of Apr, 13,
1858 and May 3, 1858, I believe the stamp in this color was first issued in
March 1858, a change from the Red Brown to this very beautiful color. If you
think this stamp is not semi-rare, try snd make up a collection of covers show=-
ing singles, pairs and strips. I doubt if you will find any used blocks.
Ridgway called this color "MAHOGONY RED" which is slso a good term.

#29 = Brown - Type I - July 4, 1859. I don't know where the S.U,S., obtained
this date, but no doubt it is correct as the earliest use in my record is July
6, 1859, a cover that was in the Weterhouse collection about 18 years ago., I
doubt if the Type I Brown was issued much earlier than July 1859, as I have uses
of record of the 8th, 12th, 1l4th and 2lst, also Aug, 20, 1859,

7730 - Orange Brown - Tyve IL ~ July 13, 1861, In the Newbury collection is a
cover with this stamp used from New York on May 8, 1861, The cover is as good
as gold, hence the S.U.S. date is a bit out of date, and it came from a cover
that was at one time in the Armitege collection, and for years was my earliest
of record, I also have July 1861 uses recorded as of the 16th, 27th and 3lwt,
but I have never seen a use in June 1861 and only the one in kay 1861 as above.
This is not strange because the orange brown on cover is quite a rare item.
Naturelly I refer to genuine covers and not what I call a "ZARESKI,"

:30A - Brown - Type II - May 14, 1860. This liay 14th date is from my records,
and has stood as the "earliest" of this plste and color since 1935.

WHY NO "3, U, S." DATE FOR THE BRICK RED?

Perhaps specialists in the 5¢ 1857, will wonder why no date,.is given in the
¥S.UaS." opposite 727, the Brick Red - Type I, The snswer is that I understand
that some people believe that & certain cover, as hereafter described, with an
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early date is genuine, whereas others are of the opinion the cover is a fake,

In the Ward column in iekeel's of hugust 29th last, Philip Vard reported as
follows, quote: "1858 - 5¢ Brick Red - Earliest Usage - In our list last week
we recorded the earliest known usage of the 5¢ Brick Red (Scott's No. 27) es8
October 6, 1858, this cover being in the collections

Mr, now shows us a cover with a 5¢ Brick Red used in combination
with a vertical strip of the 10¢, all nicely tied with a postmark of April 6
(1858), This is six months earlier than the previous early recording,"(ftnquote)

kir, Ward failed to state thst the cover was from New Orleans to France and that
so far as anyons is aware there wes never any such a thing as a rate to
France« I have known this cover since 1936 when it was sent to me for my
opinion by Frank Godden of London., I informed him that I did not believe the

5¢ Brick Red was used originally on this cover and that the New Orleans postmark
used to tie the stamp to the cover was a counterfeit, an imitation of an origin-
al. I sent the cover to Dr, Carroll Chase and Edward S. Knapp, both of whom
confirmed my opinion. I then sent it to Hugh i, Clark, Editor of the S.U.S. and
advised him that if the cover was submitted as "an early use of the 5¢ Brick Red"

not to list it es such,

In the issue of STA:PS of Februsry 4, 1939, George Sloane illustrated this

"35¢ rate" cover to France and hsd the following with reference to it, quote:
"Illustrated herewith is a cover which shows the earliest use of the 5¢ Brick
Red, Scott's No. 45, Series of 1857, a single used with & vertical strip of

3 of the 10¢ green of the same issue, postmarked, "NEW ORLEANS IA., APRIL 6,
1858," six months to the day in advance of the earliest, previously recorded
usage, which is given in Scott's United States catalogue as October 6, 1858.
This cover is in the collection of of o The contents is a
printed price-courant, dated at New Orleans April 3, 1858, and it was addressed
to a small town in Nantes, in the Pyrennes France,”

That statement was not trus as the cover is addressed to "TRIE - HAUTES
PYRENNES - FRANCE", Hautes Pyrennes is a Province or Department., Nantes is not
a district, it is a commercial town, of great igiportance in Britanny, specifi-
cally the capitol of Loire Inferieure department, So much for inaccurate re-

porting,

Sloane further stated, quote: "The postage is overpaid by 5¢. The rate at

thaet time was 30¢ to Germany for a sinrle letter, and 30¢ to France for a double
letter., A personal letter was written on the bottom of the circular which was
not the usual routine and is a possible excuse for the error of over-payment on
 the pert of the sender," (unquote) :

" The rate to France st thet time was 15¢ per cuarter ounce, This letter was a
double rete (2 x 15¢) and was sent sealed, hence it was not a printed citcular
rate. Nor was it in my opinion “an overpayment of 5¢, an error," because in my
search for facts regarding this "35¢ rate" to France I discovered a similar
cover from the same New Orleans business fimm, a folded price~current addressed
in the same handwriting to the same "Jos Tardos" at Trie, (France). This cover
has a vertical strip of three 10¢ 1855 which is plainly tied to the cover by
three genuine New Orleans postmarks of "“AUG 18 1857." I believe this cover dis-
putes the assertion thet the apr 6 1858 cover was an "error" or an "overpayment.®
It certainly shows thet in August 1857 the New Orleans firm was well aware that
the correct double rate to "Trie ~ France" was 30¢ and because "a personal
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letter, (quoting Sloane) was written on the bottom of the circular" no extra
payment of 5¢ for that purpose was required under our postal treaty with

mee. . .

Viithin the past year this cover was submitted to the Expert Committee of the
Philatelic Foundation of Iiew York City and I have been reliably informed that
they issued a certificate stating, thet in their opinion, the 5¢ Brick Red

was not used originally on this cover.

I heve advised ir. Gordon Harmer, Editor of the "S.,U,S." of the above facts
end I made a protest against the listing of the april 6, 1858 date on this
single 5¢ Brick Red Type I stamp. &n unused single of the 5¢ Brick Red is
quoted at $250,00, hence no one would be so foolish as to add an unused copy
to such a cover and cancel it with a counterfeit postmark, The Zareskis don't
do such things but they do clean cancelations from our early stamps and add
them to U. S. covers or remove common stamps and substitute those that are

rare.

When Philip Ward mede his "important" announcement in liexeel's of August 29th,
would it not have been fair to all those who value accuracy in postal research
work, to have informed his readers that the cover he was reporting had been
condemned by the Expert Committee of the Philatelic Foundation of New York City.

If eny recader can show any earlier dates of use of the 5¢ 1857 than those re=~
corded above will they kindly advise, or better still, submit the item at my

expense for recording.

Address: Stanley B, Ashbrook
P. 0, Box 31
Fort Thomas, Ky.

September
22
1952

THE SO0-CAl LLED

“SHORE TO SHIP ZuTE"
SONE 10 SIF
FIVE CENTS

My attention has been called to some statements made by Elliott Perry in his
"Pat Paragrephs,” current issue, Ko, 57, dated August 1952, under the heading
of “Shore to Ship" postages In his article, Perry attempted to explain the
actual significance of payments of 5¢ on certain classes of meil going to
foreign countries in the eighteen forties and eighteen fifties, It is evident
thet Perry did not have a correct understanding of his subject,

On page 1937 of his -ublicstion he illustrated a cover with a singlecopy of the
5¢ 1847 from Cleveland, O,, on liay 31, 1851, addressed to Paris, France, On
page 1936, he headed his descrintion of this cover as "Shore to Ship" cover,
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and he described this cover as follows, quote:

"As Cleveland is more than 300 miles from any Atlantic port, the “Shore to Ship"
rate was 10¢ and the cover should have had two 5¢ stampsas”

In the first place, the nroper term for this payment is not "Shore to Ship," and
in the second place, this letter did not require "iwo 5¢ stamps," or a payment

of 10¢s The 5¢ payment waé proper in spite of the fact that Cleveland was over
300 miles from "any Atlantic port," and the 5¢ payment would have besn sufficient

had the letter originated at St. Paul, Minn,, or St. Louis, ilo., or San Antonio,
Texas, or New Orleesns, La.,, all offices which were considerably more than 300

miles from (quote), "any Atlantic port."

Perry's description of this cover is proof that he was misinformed. I will prove
this assertion later, One more point, Perry stated, "from any Atlantic port" -
whereas the fact is, that regardless of where this letter had originated in these
United States, there were two offices of embarcation where it had to be sent,

one was Boston, the other was New York. I assume Perry was not sware of that
fact, because he states, "from any Atlantic port."

On page 1933, Perry stated, quote: "The 'shore to ship! rates appsrently date
from the Act of March 3, 1845, which became effective on July lst, 1845.
{unquote)

I will prove thet a letter to France with a 5¢ payment between July 1, 1845 and
Feb, 15, 1849, had no relation whatsoever to a letter to France with a 5¢ pay-
ment between Feb, 15, 1849 and Merch 31st, 1857 inclusive, Perry was sadly in
error when he put both in the sams classification, and termed such payments as

"Ship to Shore Rates."
The so-called "Ship to Shore" rate of 5¢,

We will confine our discussion of this subject to the period of July 1, 1845 to
April 1, 1857, merely for the purpose of covering & stated period.

The Act of Congress of March 3, 1845, made several important changes in our
domestic postal rates and method of rating letters, LEffective July 1, 1845, a
domestic single rate letter of not over one-half ounce was subject to the
following rates: .
Conveyed under 300 miles - 5¢
" over 300 " = 10¢.

NO_POSTAL TREATIES VITH FOREIGN NATIONS

At that period we had no regular postal treaties with countries beyond the seas,
whereby full postage could be paid in this country to foreign destination, hence
no forelgn rates of postage, If a letter was transmitted to some IZuropean
destination thru Englend, or to the Far East, the only payment that could be
made was the above internal or domestic, and it was not a "Shore to Ship," but
the regular U, 5. rate from an office of origin to s post office &t a port of
embarcation, as for example Boston and New York,

The Pe,L. « R. of 1847 = (dated‘April 25, 1847), listed the following principal
post of fioes for the despatch end receipt of foreign mails, (page 64 -
Regulation 7458)# “BOSTON, NEW YORK, CHARLISTON, S.Cy and NEW ORLEANS, IA."
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On pages 64 end 65 is Chapter <63, and Regulation 7459 - from which I quote the
most important parts as follows: 'When a letter is sent to e foreign country,
postage on it must be paid to the seaport, except letters and packets sent to
the British American Provinces, and those to Bremen, in Germany, by the New
York and Bremen Line of Mail steamers, and those places in Europe to which meil-
matter will be sent by said line through the Bremen Post Office. j460. Post-
masters at seaports will always receive letters that are offered for places be=
yond Seas xxxxxxxx 7#461l. As soon as the postmaster finds that a vessel is

ready to sail, which will be convenient to esrry letters to the place of destine-
ation, he will xxxx examine all such letters, and see xxx none are destined to
another place. Xxxxxxx And if there be many letters, and no bag furnished by the
master of the vessel, the postmaster will furnish one, and cherge it to the
Depertment, zF462. The postmaster will obtain from the master of a ship, a
certificaté, etc. ete, xxxxxx." (unquote)

Chapter 64
Py L, & Ry, of April 1847
Postage on letters ete. to foreign countries transported
In United States Mail vessels.

(Note by S.B.h. ~ The following rates applied to mail carried by U, S. Mail
vessels - meaning ships of lines under contract to carry U, S, Mails),

Regulstion 2465; ocuote: "On all letters and packets not exceeding one-half ounce
in weight, from any port in the United States to any foreign port, twenty four

cents."
(Note by S.B.A. = Domestic postage was to be added to the 24¢ if the letter was

from an office other than the port of embarcation)

":466, Over one;halr ounce, and not exceeding one ounce in weight, forty eight
centg." '

"r467. And for every edditional half ounce, or fraction of an ounce, fifteen
cents."

",:462. All letters not exceeding half an ounce to the West Indies and other
islends in the Gulf of Mexico, Havana excepted, ten cents.™

W:4704 Over one-half ounce, and not exceeding one ounce, twenty cents, and Live
‘cents for every additional half ounce, or fraction thereof,"

%472, xxxxxx To Havana, to which port letters will be chargeable with twelve and
a half cents postage."

%473, All letters xxx to Chagres, when conveyed in mail vessels, shall be
charged with twenty cents postage; to Panama, thirty cents, and to other ports
on the Pacifioc, forty cents." (Act of March 3, 1847, Sec. 7)

THE U, S.=-BRITISH POSTAL TREATY

In December of 1848, a postal treaty with Great Britain was concluded and it
went into effect in this country the middle of February 1849, (Presumably Feb,
15, 1849), The single rate for one-half ounce that was agreed upon was 24¢
which wes made up as follows:
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The U, S, "“inland postage" under the Treaty - 5¢

" British " " L
" Atlentic sea postage - 16¢
- Total 24¢

The difference in the "inland rates" of each country was because of the far
grenter distanoes a letter was liable to travel in the U. S, as compared to
the much shorter distances in the Britieh Isles.

In the Treaty itself the term thet was used for the British 1% pence, or U. S,
3 cents, and for the U, S. 5 cents was, quote: "An inland postage rate." Thus
the correct and proper term for what has been called in the past, the "Ship to
Shore rate," after Feb. 15, 1649 is -

- "THE INLAND RATE OF THE U.Ss - BRITISH TREATY OF 1849"

This Treaty was in effect from Feb. 15, 1849 until Dec. 31, 1867 inclusive,
during which time the 5¢ inland rate was in effect for mail to foreign countries
"according to certain provisions of the said Treaty. '

I wish to emphasize the fact thst domestic rates of 5¢ and 10¢ required on letters
addressed to European countries and carried by vessels not under contract to the
U. S. Government of the period -~ July 1, 1845 - to Feb, 15, 1849 - have no rela-
tion to the "Inland Rate under the U,S.=British Fostal Treaty" of December 15,
1848, effective in the U, S. on February 15, 1849, To be more specific, I will
¢ite the following:

1) Steamships of the British Cunard Line were under contract to the British Gov-
-ernment to transmit mail between the U. S. and England. These mail ships de-
parted every other Wednesday with the British and Continental mails from Boston
and New Yorks. Postmasters in important american cities wers well informed as to
the exact date of the sailings. 4 Cunard mail ship might sail on a Wednesday of
a certain week from New York, but on Wednesday of the next week, the sailing
would be from Boston. I am specific, because, during the period;?uly 1, 1848 a
merohant in Philadelphia mailing a letter to Britain for the Wednesday Cunard
sailing of a certaein week only had to pay 5¢, but the following week he had to
pay 10¢ to carry the letter to Boston for the Cunard sailing. (over 300 miles
from Philadelphia to Boston)

Perry terms such postage - "ohore to Ship rates," whereas they are nothing more
then the U. S, domestic rate. ' :

2) During the same period, a letter addressed to Britein or France or to the Con-
tinent and routed Via Englend from points within 300 miles of Boston or New York,
required a 5¢ payment per half ounce, letters over 300 miles required 10¢ pay-
ments. Under the Regulations such mail had to be forwarded to either Boston or
New York, not to some Atlantic seaport or Gulf port as suggested by Perry. Such
payments were most assuredly not "Shore to Ship" rates but on the contrary were
payments merely of the U, S, domestic rate from post office of origin to either
New York or Boston. Postmasters at those two offices were reruired to put such
meil aboard the regulasr mall steamships and such service wes free and no extra
charge was included in the regulsr U, S. domestic rate. A rate of postage is a
rate, it is not one thing because of a domestic destination and another thing
because of a foreign destination, I refer specifically to the period July 1, 1845
to July 1, 1848, For example, n lettcr from St. Louis addressed to New York
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during that period required 10¢ in postage -~ This was an internsl or domestic
rate, A letter from St,.Llouis addressed to France, during this period, if for-
warded from Boston or New York via England, by a Cunard British mail ship also
required 10¢ in postage, Likewisc this was an internal or domestic rate, it
was not a rate fixed by any postal treaty snd it did not include any extra pay=-
ment to put it aboard the Cunard ship., Hence, why call this domestic rate,
“SHORE TO SHIP POSTAGE?"

PERIOD OF THE RETALIATORY RATE

This rate for mail to or from Great Britain was in effect from approximately
July 1, 1848 to January 10th, 1849, It may have gone into effect a day or so
earlier and it may have been canceled a day or so earlier, but these points are
really immaterial. This rate was established by an Act of Congress approved
June 27, 1848, I will not go into the details of this piece of U. S, postal
legislation other than to state thet during the period this Retaliatory Rate was
in effect there was no such a rate as a "Shore to Ship Rate™ of 5¢ or 1l0¢,
Domestic and sea postage of 24¢ had to be prepaid on mail forward by American
packets and the same applied to mail forwarded by the Cunard British mail ships,
(24g from ports of embarkation - or 24¢ plus 5¢ or 24¢ plus 10¢g, from other U,S.
post offices.) Mail from abroad, carried into U, S. ports by American or British
mail ebeamers, was charged the same rates,

~ PERIOD JANUARY 10, 1849 - FEBRUARY 15, 1849

48 of approximately Janusry 10, 1849, the "U. S, Retaliatory Rate" was canceled
by order of the President of the U. S., because of the signing of the Postal
Treaty with Great Britain. However, the new treaty did not go into effect until
approximately February 15, 1849, a period of a little over a month, during which
time, domestic rates of postage agein applied to mail addressed to Great Britain,

-

"and trensported by British packets, or on msil addressed to Continental offices

and carried to England by British packets. Such payments were certainly not
“Shore to Ship rates" as termed by Perry, but were simply payments of U, S, -
domestic postage,-

THE U. Se = BRITISH POSTAL TREATY
TFFZCTIVE FEBRUARY 15, 1849

As stated in the forepart of this srticle the nsw treaty with the United Kingdom.
provided for a rate of 24¢g per 1/2 ounce on mail betwecen the two countries and
it was made up as follows:
Atlantic Sea Carriage sesessesessves 1l6¢g = 8 pence
United States Inland Postage sseeess 5¢ = 23 "
British In].ﬁnd Postage Seesassrsoawy 3¢ "A-r% .
Total 24¢ - 1 shilling

On mail to Great Britain, payment of the full rate was optional, but no part
payments were permitted - all or none had to be paid. We had no postal treaty
with France and the Trecaty provided thet mail to France could be transported
from this country to England under the terms of the U,S.,-British Treaty and from
Britain to French destination under the terms of the Anglo-French Postal Treaty.

"If tfansmitted from New York or Boston in a Cunard mail ship Via England to a

French destination, the only peyment required was the "U, S. Inland Postage"
under the terms of the UyS.-British Treaty, Thus we see mail from U,S, origins
to French destinations by British packets to Lngland between Feb, 15, 1849 and
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March 31, 1857 with payments of 5¢» Perry called such payments "Shore to Ship"
rates, whereas they were nothing of the kind, He even confused them with the
5¢ and 10¢ domestic rete payments of the period July 1, 1845 to July 1, 1848,
and the period of January 10, 1849 and Februsry 15, 1849, whereas there was no
relationship between the two classes, and neither class was properly a "Shore
to Ship" postage.

Perry displayed his lack of knowledge of the subject he was discussing by il-
lustrating a cover from Cleveland, O. to Paris, France with a single 5¢ 1847
stamp. This cover was of the U,S.-British Treaty period (June 1851) and all
the postage required was 5¢ which was not a "Shore to Ship" rate as he termsd
it but the payment of the "U. S. Inland Postage" as provided under the Postal
Treaty with G,B. It was also not the "domestic rats" to Boston or New York as
Perry assumed it was, - such a rate being 10¢ prior to July 1, 1851, Perry
asserted, quote: "as Cleveland is more than 300 miles from any Atlantic port,

the 'Shore to Ship! rate was 10¢, and the cover should have had two 5¢ stampsg."

That statement is absolutely wrong.

Photograph No, 59 shows a cover from Cincinneti on Jan. 2, 1851, via New York,
(or Boston ?) by Cunsrd British packet thru Liverpool and Ostend, Belgium to

the free city of Bremen. It has a 5¢ 1847, which paid the "U, S, Inland Postags"
of the U.S.-British Treaty.

Cincinnati is over 300 miles from New York snd Boston, and the domestic rate at
that time wes 10¢ per 1/2 ounce, This cover ie in exactly the same class as
the cover illustrated by Perry, and the 5¢ 1847 paid the correct rate, the same
as the 5¢ payment on the cover whieh Perry illustrated, and which he stated
"Should have had two 5¢ stamps,"

JULY 1, 1851

On July 1, 1851, the U. S. domestic rate was reduced to 3¢ prepaid or 5¢ unpeid,
on distances not exceeding 3000 miles in length. Where does a "Shore to Ship
rate" fit in on this change? For example - On June 30, 1851, the domestic rate
from Philadelphia to New York was 5¢ per 1/2 oz, To Boston it wes 10¢ per 1/2 oz.
From New Orleans to either city it was 10¢. In comperison, the "U, S, Inland
rate" under the U,S,~British Postal Trcaty was 5¢. In comparison, the domesteci
rate the next day, July 1, 1851, becamec 3¢, if paid from New Orleans to Boston,
but the "inland Rete" under the Treaty on meil from New Orleans going thru
Britain remained at 5¢, payment compulsory, and it remained at that figure until
the Treaty expired as of December 31, 1867,

"THE U, S. INLAND RATE"

The 1852 P,L. & R, listed a number of foreign countries and gave the U,S. post-
ege that had to be prepaid to these countries with the following remsrks, quote:
"On all letters between the United States and the countries hers named, when
sent through the United Kingdom, the United States postage, and that only, must
be collected in the United States by prepayment when sant, and on delivery when
received, at the rate of 5 cents the s8ingle rate when conveyed by British packet
(unless from or to Oregon or California, then 10 cts) and 2lcts, the single rate
when conveyed by United States packet, unless as aforesaid from or to Oregon or
California, then 26 cents™ (unquote).

(See Ashbrook - One Cent 1851-1857 - Vol. 2 - pages 323 = 324)
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“SHORE TO SHIP"

Perry quoted from a statement that I made in my book on the One Cent 1851=57,
Volume 1 - page 19 - as follows, quote: "The real snd actual need of a 5¢
stamp {(note, the 5¢ imperf of 1856) was to pay the charge, Shore to Ship, on
letters mailed to foreign countries. An immense amount of mail went to France
in the middle fifties, especinlly from New Orleans, on which the 5¢ domestic
charge applied. Yrior to the issuance of the 5¢ stamp it required three
stamps to prepay this cherge. A 3¢ plus 1¢ plus 1¢," (unquote)

Instead of using the terms "Shore to Ship" and "5¢ Domestic”™ I should have used
the proper term, viz., the "U, S.Inland Postage" under the U.S,~British postal
Treaty. :

(END OF ISSUE NO. 19)
(Second Series)

October 1, 1852,
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ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE (Second Series 1952-1953)

ISSUE NOe 20 - NOVEMBER 1, 1952

In _so many cases -

IT IS THE STORY BEHIIND THE CQVER
THAT MAKES THE
COVER
OF GREATER INTERSST AND ADDS INTRINSIC VALUE TO IT
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#8 an example of the above statement of a proven fact, I would like to cite an
outgtanding example., Back in the summer of 1944, Philip H, Vard, Jr. of
Philadelphia sold at public auction in New York City (June 14-15), material
from the collection of Mr., Henry Co Gibson of Philadelphia, Lot ;33 was a
cover from the U, S. to Belgium with a horizontal strip of three 10¢ 1847.and
a single copy of the 5¢ 1847, used during the months of October and November

in the year 1848,

Photograph No, 60, is an illustration of this very remarkable cover, which was
‘purchased in the sale by my very good friend, the lete Alfred C, Brigham of
Worcester, Masss Mr. Brigham was a prominent banker of that City as iiell as an
ardent and enthusiastic philatelist. He greatly apprecisted the fact that the
story behind a cover was of prime importence, but in the case of this cover, I
am sure that Mr. Brigham bought it because, (1) it had the 1847 issue, the 5¢
and 10¢, and (2) because the 10¢ was a strip of threes I believe that he was
not awere of the real story behind the cover, nor was he conscious that when he
paid $700 for this item that he obtained a very great bargein, Whether Mr,
Gibson was aware of the signifiance and great rarity of the cover I do not know,
but I doudt it, Evidently Philip Ward was not, bedause he made no mention of
its real merit in his catalogue descrintion, which I quote as follows:

W-33 - 5¢ Brown, 10y Black Torizontel strip of three, tied with red grid paying
35¢ rate to Belgium. A gorgeous item from the i/aterhouse collection showing
four bright red foreign postmsrks. London mark reading, 'Nov, 14 1848% - A
wonderful piece of greatest rarity (photo above)," (unquote)

The cover, a folded letter, hsd no Us 8., postmerk and Mr, Yard failed to give
its Us S. origin. He stated, "tied with red grid," but he might have mentioned
that the grid was not the usual circular type but the red square grid of the
New York Post Office. He also stated, "paying 35¢ rate to Belgium," though
there was no such a thing as a 35¢ rate to Belgium in 1848, or for that matter,

at any other time,

This cover did come fram the collection of Sir Nicholas Waterhouse of London,
England, who for many years, has hed no peer in England as an authority on the
stamps of the U, S 4e The cover was sold in a london sale of Waterhouse
material by Puttick « Simpson, on November 18-19-20th and 21st, 1924, and
"fetched" the sum of 175 pounds sterlings As the British pound was then quoted
at 34.60, this was equivalent to $805.00, Iir, Ward journeyed to London to at-
tend that sale, so no doubt he was the buyer, later selling it to Mr. Gibson.
Twenty years sfter the liaterhouse sale, the cover sold w $700 and I dare state
that the dollar was worth 30% more in 1924 than it was two decades later,




Page 7138

There was no excuse for that rare item selling at the ridiculous low price in
the Gibson sale, Had it been properly described in that sale, I believe it
would have brought twice as much, :

For the record, it was described in the London sale as follows:

"Lot 216 - 10¢ Black, superb strip of three used on the entire with a 5¢ brown
to make a 35¢ rate to Gand, Belgium, with red obliteration (see photo)."
(unquote) i

THE COV.R WITH 35¢ to BELGIUM

What are the fatts regarding this cover, a cover which is rich in philstelic
Americana? As stated above, there was no such a thing as a 35¢ rate to
Belgium, and further, at that period, the U, S, did not have a postal treaty
with that country.

Photograph Noe 61, illustrates the back of the cover and one of the markings

is a Liverpool(?) England, reading, "0.Dy - NO ~ 14 - 1848," This shows that
the letter was tranamitted thru Englands Another merking shows "Ostend" and

another that of the destination "Gand," (Belgium).

Again kindly refer to ggptoéraph o, 60, and we find the following:

"Pr lail to Boston for Stesmer NIsGARA"

Inside there is a manuscript receipt memorandum which indicates that this
letter originsted at Charleston, S. C. on October 28th, 1848 and was received
at Gand on November 15th, 1848, an elepsed time of some 18 days. The absence
~of a Charleston, S, C., postmark end the fact that the stamps are canceled by a
"New York grid, indicates that the cover, in all probability, was transmitted
privately, or under separate cover, to New York where it was placed in the
mail, Or perhaps it was handed to & mail agent on the Route of the Great Mail,

Re = the Steamer "NIAGARA," this was a mail steamer of the British subsidized
"Cunard Line," whose vessels sailed every other Wednesday from New York and
Boston (alternate samilings). In 1848 it took about ten or eleven days for the
passage from Boston to Liverpool for a Cunard mail steamers. The Liverpool date
of Nove 4 is the dcparture date from that port for Ostend, and not the arrival
date from Boston, so the Boston sailing might have been around the lst to 3rd.
By referring to a perpetual calendar I find that in 1848, November lst, fell

on Wednesday, so I think we can safely assume that this letter was transmitted
as follows: -

.

Dated Charleston, S, Cs October 28, 1848 - Via New York to Boston. From Boston,
Mass. on November 1lst, 1848 - to Liverpool. From Liverpool on Nov. 14, 1848 -
thru Ostend on Nov. 15th to Gand on the same day.

BUT WHY 35¢%

At this period in 1848, we did not have a postal treaty with Great Britain as

above stated, hence postages to British destinations could not be prepaid, and
as stated, postages could not be prepaid to Belgian destinations, so why 35¢%

The U, S. postage in 1848 from New York to Boston was 5¢ single, (per 1/2 0z.)
or 10¢ single from Charleston lper 1/2 oz.)s Was this a 7 x 5¢2 It could not
have been a multinle of 10d, ©o vhy 35¢7
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Suppose we see if we can figure out what was the approximate weight of this
letter that went all the way from Charleston, S, C. to Belgium in eighteen
days in October and lovember of 1848. In the upper right hand corner is a
manuseript scribble with an "8" which proves conclusively that this was a sina’
gle rate letter of not over 1/2 ounce in weight., This applied by the British
and meant "1-8" or one shilling, eight pence. This was a postage due marking
or debit to Belgium, and indicated the sum that was dues the British Post
Office Department from the Belgium Post Office Department for transmitting the
letter from the U, S, frontier - (Boston), thru Liverpool to Ostend, More on
this 1-8 marking later in this philatelic analysis.

Inasmuch as the letter was handed to the British to transport from Boston, the
only service that the U, S, P,0,D, actually performed was the carriage of the
letter from New York to Boston (?), and it is well to ponder over this point,
because here was a single rate letter on which 35¢ was paid, and yet the rate
from New York to Boston was only 5¢ and the rate from Charleston was only 10¢.
At this point, I wish to explain that this i2 no freak cover and although the
letter was carried privately(?) to New York and placed in the U,S.Mail in that
City, the legal postage of 10¢ per 1/2 oz, was paid by the writer from Charles-
~ ton to Boston, just the same as if it had been placed in the Charleston, S.C,
Post Offices But what about the extra 25¢ that was paid? The answer is that

this is what I csall a -

RETALIATORY RATE COVS'R_OF 1848

TROM WEST 10 EAST
POSTAGE 2alD ¥ 1847 STaliPS

Perhaps, with few exceptions in our postal history, is there a more interesting
chapter than that of the senseless effort that was made by British Post Office
officials in the summer of 1847 to discourage the carriage of mail across the
Atlentic by subsidized U, S, Mail steamships. Such carriage had been an ab-
solute monopoly for the previous six years by the subsidized British Cunard
Line. TFor approximetely a year (June 1847-June 1848), our embassador to the
Court of St, James, lr. George Bancroft, used every srgument and exhausted
every endeavor to persuade the highest officials of her Majesty's Government
to reseind British ¥,0,D, ruling of June 1847, but to no avail, Inasmuch as
the U, S. Postmaster General did not possess the authority to retaliate, it
required an Act of the U, S. Congress to do so, hence the passage of the Re-
taliatory hct of June 1848,

THE 1848 RETALIALTORY RATE
tover 300 miles)

The Aot, as passed by Congress, required thet on mail to England, or on mail
to any foreign countries, transmitted thru England, there was to be charged in
addition to the U, S. domestioc rate, a sea postage of 24¢ per 1/2 oz., regard-
less of whether the letter was carried by an american, British, or any foreign
packete Thus the 35¢ rate as paid on this letter represented per 1/2 ounce,
(single),

10¢ Charleston, ©.C, to Boston

24¢ Sea Postage (In this case not performed st the expense of the U,S. P,0,D.)
1l¢ overpay (in the absence of stamps to pay the 34¢)

WHY = THE RETALIATCRY RATE®?

In-this analysis of a most remarkable and historical cover, L will attempt to
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give an outline of the events that led to the passage by the U, S, Congress
of the RETALIATORY ACT. In 1845 Congress passed a law which authorized the
establishment of subsidized mall stea’iships end the first ship to sall from
New York with foreign mail was the "S. S, !Ursuington" June 1, 1847 for
Southampton and Bremerhaven, Germany., On board was Major S, R, Hobbie,
First Assistant Postmaster General of the U, S, P,0.D.,, who was sent abroad
to effect postal agreements (if possible) with Great Britain and the free
city of Bremen.

THE Se Se WASHINGTON - FIRST U.Sl{AIL STEALER

On June 1st, 1847 (the long advertised in advance date), the U. S, Mail steame
ship "liashington" departed from New York City on her maiden voyage to Bremen,
this being the first fruit of the Act of March 3rd, 1f45, A little over a
week after the departure of the ".ashington," officials of the British Post
Office Department issued their "Post Office Order of June 9, 1847." By this
action, the British officials ruled that the "usual packet postage" be col=-
lected on mail-matter brought to England by "American llail Steesmers." Inas=-
much as sea postage had to be prepaid in the U.S. on mail forwarded by Ameri-
can Mail Packets, the British ruling meant thst both nations would collect sea
postage (24¢) on mail from america to Britain (or beyond). This was a very
foolish and arbitrary action and it was a direct slap at the effort of the U,S.
to participate in the mail carriage across the Atlantic, No other foreign
nation had been singled out for such an insult.

This action of the British Post Office Department aroused a storm of protest
thruout the length and breadth of the Us S. as evidenced by the remarks con-
tained in the annual report to Congress of Postmaster General Cave Johnson,-
dated December 6th, 1f47, from which I quote in part as follows:

"On his arrival at Southampton on the 15th of June (1847), lir. Hobbie met a
hostile movement of the English Government =rainst the Line of Americen Mail
Steamers. In a Post Office Order issued the 9th of June (1847) by the dir-
ection of the lords of the Treasury. This order subjected all letters and
newspapers, conveyed by the 'Washington' to England, to the same charge for
postage as if they had been conveyed in the British steamers, at their own ex=-
pense, The mails made up in this country for France, and left at Southampton
to be forwarded to Havre, were subjected to the same charge, and all were re-
quired to be sent to the London Post Office., 1t being his duty (Major Hobbie)
to proceed directly to Germany, lir., Hobbie mede a full communication to our
Minister at London, and placed the matter undsr his immediate charge. Shortly
afterwards he repaired rrom sremen to Lonaon, and united with Mr, Bancroft in
efforts to effect a withdrawal of the Order of the 9th of June, and the adop-
tion of a reciprocal postsl arrangement between the two countries, The British
Government persisting in their "Order," he returned to the Continent and re-
sumed the prosecution of his mail arrangements there. In the meantime, notice
having been given to this Department of the course adopted by the British Post
Office, the undersigned immediately gave notice to the Postmaster Ganeral of
Grest Britain for the abrogation of all agreements existing between the two
offices, which, at the expiration of three months, annulled the agreement en=-
tered into in 1844, for the transmission of the British closed mails through
the United States to Canada, as well ss the arrangements heretofore made for
the collection and payment of the postages of the United States in Canada,

xxxxxxxxxxxx bir, Hobble having again joined lir, Bancroft in London, the
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application for a recession of the Order of '9th of June' during the pendency
of negotiations was renewed, but without success," (unquote)

The Act of March 3rd, 1845 fixed the rate of postage to Europe on mail carried
in U, S, Mail steamers., The U, S, Postmaster General did not possess the
authority, to retaliate, by charging the same sea postage of 24¢ per 1/2 oz,
on letters carried from or to our shores by British (Cunard) mail steamers,
The law provided that mail brought into the U, S, by Cunard Line ships be
rated as "Ship Letters" with a postage of 6¢ if addressed to the port of entry
or with regular domestio postage plus 2¢ ship fee if addressed to an office be-
yond the port of entrye It required an act of Congress to make mny change in
these rates and the British postal officials were well aware of that fact and
they took advantage of the situation and obstinately refused to rescind the
obnoxious British P,0., Order of June $th, 1847,

I cuote further from the report (as above) of the U, S, P,H,G, (December 1847) -
to wit:

"In England, it is understood that the foreign postages sre, by law under con=
trol of the Lords of the Treasury, and may be changed as eircumstances render
necessary., A similar power should be given to the Postmaster Generasl, or some
other authority in the United States, so as to secure, if practicable, fair
and just mail errangements between this and foreign countries. xxxxx Whilst
this state of things continue, the British Government, by their Order of Juna
last, eppropriastes the American Steamship 'liashington'!' to their own use, so
far as postage is to be derived from it as fully as if it were her own, es=
tablished and maintained at her own expense; and this for the avowed purpose
of protecting the British liail Stcamers apainst those of the United States."

(uncuote)

THE RETALIATORY ACT OF
JUHE 27, 1848

Although Postmaster General Johnson in December of 1847, recuested Congress for
power to retaliate in like fashion against the British P,0, "Order,” it was not
until six months later that action was forthecoming., This was a law passed by
Congress, approved June 27, 1848, and evidently effeotive as of that date, It
was entitled, (quote), "AN 4CT - To amend the Aet to provide for the transpore
tation of the mail between the United States and foreign countries and for
ether purposes." (unquote).

By this law the Postmaster General was authorized to charge and collect poste
ages on all letters and other mailable matter, carried to or from any U, S,
port, the same rate of American postage, which the government to which such
foreign packets belonged, imposed upon mail conveyed in American packets.

In order that there be no misunderstanding of the situation as it existed in
1847 and 1848, and the effect that the British P,0, Order and the U, S, Re=-
taliatory legislation had upon merchants in both countries as well as upon
the public correspondence between the two countries, I will attempt to be ex=-
plicit in giving a clear picture.

An Act wes passed by Congress and approved March 3, 1845, which bore the title,
quote: "To provide for the transportation of mail between the United States and
foreign countries, and for other purposes.' This ie the Act which authorized

the Postmaster Gen:ral to m: <o contracts for the transportation of the U.S.iail
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by american packets, preforence being given to steam vessels. Sece 3 of this
Act fixed the rate of postaize to be charged at, "twenty four cents with the
inland postage of thc United States added." This applied to letters of not
more than one-half ounce in weight.

aAs stated above, the "iashington" was the first U, 5. Mail stcamship under con=-
tract with the U, S, P.,0.D, to carry U, S, Mail to Europe, She sailed from
New York on June lst, 1847, Mail carried, had to be prepaid st the rate of
24¢ sea plus U, S, domestic of 5¢ or 10¢ depending on distance, (24¢ plus 5¢
or 24¢ plus 10¢), per 1/2 ounce, The sca postage was rated at 48¢, on letters
weighing over 1/2 oz. but not exceoding one ounce. Above one ounce, fifteen -
cents was to be charged for each additional half ounce or fraction, When such
mail was delivered in England, it should have been rated as "Ship Letters" but
the British +,0, Order imposed a charge of one shilling (per 1/2 ounce), the
same rate as if carried by a Cunard British mail stecamer, In contrast, mail
from the U, S, trensmitted by Cunard ships only required payment of the U. S.
domestic rate, with a shilling collected from the addressee in Great Britain.

The British P.O, "Order"™ worked a hardship on British correspondents because
it forced them to pay the sea postage on mail brought to England by American
packets, whereas such sea postage had been prepaid in the U,S.

In contrast, mail from Britain to the U, S, conveyed in British packets had to
be prepaid in Britain, at the rate of one shilling per 1/2 ounce, but prior

to the passage of the U, S, retaliatory lcgislation such mail was treated as
"Ship Letters" with no charge for the sea postage. (The ship rate was 6¢ if
addressed to port of entry, end regular postage plus 2¢ if addressed beyond a
port of entry). '

After the passage of the retaliatory legislation double sea postage was charged
by both nations regardless of whether mail was cearried aeross the Atlantic by
British or U, S. mail contract ships,

THE COVER TO BELGIUM

A further study of this cover is very interesting. Over the address of "Gand"
is a secribble in blue ink that was applied in Belgium and is the sum due from
the addressee of "24" decimes or approximately the sum at that time of 48¢ in
U, S, currency. There is also a Belgian rectangular marking which reads as
follows: .

DEBOURS ETR4NGERS ,, 1/8 (one shilling, 8 pence)
TAXE REDUITE ¢eeocea 20 (20 decimes)
PORT BEIGE asessvess. 4 . ( 4 " )

The 10¢ 1847 strip of three on this cover are from the following plate posi-
tions: 22R1 -~ 23R1 and 24Rl,

THE S Ss WwaSHINGTON

Perhaps a word about this first American mail steamship will prove of interest.
It was launched on Jane 31, 1847 and was then the largest stcamer afloast. She
was painted black with imitation port holes and bore as her figurehead a full=-
lengt» effiev of Washington, ©She was eonstructed under the supervision of a
navy IItw.ocuo... dlu was ausSCribea 8t tne time, as "the most complete and beauti-
ful ever constructed," She had four decks and three masts and her overall
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length was 260 feet, a vessel of only 1,750 tons.

It is stated that the "“Washington" received a very cool reception at South-
empton and a London pasper described her as about as ugly a specimen of steam=-

ship building as ever went thru the Port of Southampton.

MR. BANCROFT PROTISTS

It wes stated that when U, S, Ambassador Banoroft first went to see the British
Postmaster General to enter a protest against the obnoxious British P.O, Order
of June 1847, that the P,ii,G., the liarquis of Clanricarde, very frankly avowed
that the object of the "Order" was to protect the revenue derived by the

Cunard Line snd while his Lordship promised to take up the matter with the
Treasury he very explicitly declined a recommendation of a discontinuance of
the imposition of sea postage on mail carried to England by american mail
steamships,.

Photograph No, 62, Here is a photograph of a cover that I am very pleased to
include in this story of a rare 5¢-10¢ 1847 cover, It is addressed to the
same person in Gand, Belgium as the 35¢ cover and the address is in the same
hendwritings It is of the period between June 1847 (British P,0. Order) and
June 1848 (Retalistory legislation), and it confirms and verifies all of my
analysis of the 35¢ eovers This cover No. 62, a folded letter, originated at
Charleston, ©. C. on February 19, 1848 (dated inside). It was not placed in
the Charleston Post Office but was mailed direct with & mail agent on the route
of the Great Mailsa There is a very faint circulsr marking in red in the upper
left corner which reads - "WIIMINGTON & RaLEIGH R.R, FEB 22," 1t is routed
"Pr Steamer Hibernia" which was & British mail steamship of the Cunard Line.
The cover has a horizontal pair of the 5¢ 1847, with pen cancelations. To the
right in manuscript is the well-known British due or debit marking to Belgium
of "1-8," or one(l) shilling (8) eight pence, and to the left is the Belgian
due of "24“ decimes., Both of these markings are the same as on the "35¢ cover"
and all three prove that the letter did nbt weigh over one-half ounce. This.
letter and the "“35¢ cover" were transmitted to England by Cunard mail ships,
but this No., 62 shows only the required U. S, domestic rate of 10¢ from Char-
leston, S. C. to New York (or Boston) (Pre-Retaliatory legislation), whereas
the "35¢ cover," being of the Retaliatory rate period (June 27, 1848 to Jan,
7 (?) 1849) shows that the lattor required prepayment of 24¢ sea postage in
addition to the reguler 10¢ domestic rate from Charleston to New York or
Boston, Just for the record, the following is included in this study.

The "10¢ cover" was in a sale by the late Percy Doane on June 26, 1939, being
Lot 7739, According to my records it was purchased by J. W, Sampson, whose
collection of 1847 covers, was purchased by John Fox in 1948, In a Fox sale
of Jan. 29, 1949, the cover was Lot 444,

FURTHER REGARDING THE BRITISH DEBIT
n] - gn
or One shilling eight pence
(Us Sy equivalent of 40¢)

As stated above, the addressee De Coster, was cherged a sum of approximately 48¢
sach when these two letters were delivered to hims The British debit to Belgium
was "1-8" or approximately 40¢ U.S., which was the postage charged by the British
from the Us S, frontier to the Belgium frontier, Evidently Belgium charged
approximately 8¢ each for their handling of these two letters,

.
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Let us further consider the 10¢ cover, Photograph No, 62, Had this letter
weighed over 1/2 oz., the postage from Charleston to New York or Boston would
have been 2 x 10¢, but had this lettcr originated st Philadelphia (for ex-
ample) the U, S, postage would have been 5¢ to New York or 10¢ to Boston,
And likewise - the British debit or Due of "1-8" proves whether a letter was

a single of not over 1/2 ounces

In my study of the famous Knapp fake 1847 cover, I demonstrated that this fake
had originally been a single rate as the British due or debit figure was
"1-8." Please refer to Photograph No., 10 of this Service., This fake cover
went from Philadelphia to New York and originslly had a 5¢ 1847, Zareski of
Paris or soms other such notorious philatelic Ziminal sdded a 10¢ 1847 pen=-
cleaned copy and painted a "1" before the "5CTS"™ in the Philadelphia postmarks
I also refer thoss interested to Photograph No, 14, a single rate cover which
also has the British "1-8,"

In the Gibson sale by Ward in June 1944, Lot ;3 was a cover to Belgium from
New York City on July 31, 1845 with a single copy of the 5¢ New York Post-
master stamp, This cover had the British manuscript marking of "1-8" - also
the Belgian manuscript of "24" decimes and the handstamp rectangular marking
a8 per Photograph No. 60. This 5¢ New York cover was tranamitted by the
Cunard mail steamer, the "Britannica."

RESULT OF THE RETALIATORY LEGISLATION

The direct result of the American legislation was to bring the British to

their senses and a postal treaty wes signed in London betwcen the two countries
on December 15, 1848, Early in January 1849, the President of the United
States revoked the retaliastory rate legislation and on February 15th, 1849,

the U.S.~British Trcaty became effective in this country., These dates are
official and I mention this point because so many mis-statements have been
pada in the philatelic press regarding them,.

And now I come to the climax of this interesting story of the American Retalia=-
tory Rate Legislation, and exhibit a photograph of a photograph of a cover
which Philip H. Ward, Jr. once described as what he considered the most im=
portant cover known to American Philstely, In his words, "Gorgeous."

Photograph No, 63, illustrates a cover that was also in the Henry C, Gibson
Sale by Ward on June 14-15, 1944, and was described as follows, quotei

"lot 34 -~ 10¢ Horizontal strip of six with sheet margins st right tied to
small neat cover with bright red "5" in circle, also black French transit
postmark, Cover which is postmarked in red "PHILADA RAILROAD" with red for-
eign marking is addressed to Richard Rush, our lMMinister to France, DManusoript
marking 'British Mail Steamer of the 27th September (1848) Europa.' On back
red London postmark. We consider this the most important cover known to
American philately., Gorgeous." (unquote)

It was sold "to order" @ $4,000. I have fno information regarding who is the
present owner of this cover.

This cover was used during the period that the U, S, "Retaliatory Lew" was in
effect, and it went by British Packet to England from New York on wWednesday,
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September 27th, 1848, It originated at Philadelphia and the single domestic
rate was 5¢. The sea postage was 24¢ or a total of 29¢. This cover shows a
payment of 60¢, hence it weighed over 1/2 ounce, but not over one ounce,
thus 2 x 29¢ with an overpay of 2¢.,

This letter was not placed in the Philadelphia Post Office but was mailed
direct with the mail agent on the railroad car from Philadelphia to New York,
* My photograph shows a tracing in the lower right corner of the rating stamper
thet was used at New York to cancel this remarkable strip of six 10¢ 1847
stamps, This encircled "5" was simply a cancel, I put a memo in the upper
right in the photo to the effect that this cover was Lot No. 42 in that re-
markeble "Seybold Sale" by Morgenthau in March 1910, some 42 years in the now
distant past., Thg sale price was $110,00, Just imaginelll The French due
marking is "33" decimes or spproximately 66¢ in U. 5, currency.

This extraordinary cover is undoubtedly unique and while Ward was probably
wrong in describing it es the "most important cover known to Amcrican Philately"
it is indeed a gorgeous example of "Philatelic americana,"

Could better examples be cited than these two covers to verify my statement that
it is the "Story behind the ecover that makes the cover?"

WEST TO EaST

In conclusion may I mention that I class all covers as "Retaliatory Rate covers"
regardless of whether they are to this country (east to west) or from this
country to England or thru England to France, Holland, Belgium, Germany or other
countries (west to east). It hes been my experience that Yest to East covers
are far more rare than East to West items, and in addition, the former with U,S,
stamps (1847 issue) are extremely rare. It is well to bear in mind that the
retaliatory period was only from June of 1848 to January 1849, Covers whioh

are also rare end highly desirable are those from the Us. S, to England, or thru
England, by American Yacket between June 1847 and June 1848, These would show
the effect of the obnoxious British P.O, Order of June 9th, 1847, viz.,

double sea postagee.

Comment on the above study by members of this Service will be greatly appre=-
clated, end a look at any covers of the period will be most welcame.

(END OF ISSUE NO. 20)
(Second Series)

November 1, 1952

Note - In the above analysis of seversl very remarkable covers a number of
statements were repeated over and over again, but I wish to explain that this
was done on purpose so that a full understanding might be had by the reader,
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ASHBROOK SPECIsL SERVICE (éecond Series 1952-1953).

ISSUE NO, 21 - DECEHBER 1, 1952

REGsRDING A FRAUDULENT U. 5. COVIR
with a 5¢ 1857 TYPE I - BrICK RED,

In the October issue I described a cover to Trie, Frence which had a vertical
strip of three of the U, S, 10¢ 1857 to which some faker had added a cleaned
copy of the 5¢ 1857 Brick Red - Type I - and tied it with a faked New Orleans
postmark of "apr 6 1858," My discussion of this cover occupied pages 127 to
130 inclusive of this "SERVICE," and I stated that it comprised an article
which I had submitted to STAIMPS and that no doubt it would appear at an early
date in that publications I regret to state that the article will not appear
because the publisher of STAIPS - Mr, Harry L. Lindquist - was threatened with
a 1libel suit if he published the article, Not wishing to embarrass the
nublicetion in any way, I withdrew the article, &

For the record, I am enclosing s photograph of the cover in question as per
Photograph No. 64, herewiths I made this photograph in 1936, when the cover
was the property of Frank Godden of London, England, The present owner of the
cover is Mr., Frank Hollowbush, 17 Spier Ave., Allenhurst, N.J,, who purchased
the cover from ir, Godden in 1938(?).

As stated in my article, (page ,130), this cover was submitted to the Expert
Committee of the Philatelic Foundation early this year and I have been re=-
liably informed that they issued their certificate ststing, thet, in their
opinion, the 5¢ Brick Red stamp was not used on this cover.

It will be noted from the enlarged photograph that the cover was missent from
New York to Prussia - Via Prussian Closed Mail (Note the Aachen marking) - was
returned to New York and re-sent to France. There is one New York postmark
with a credit of "12" (2 x 6¢) over the original N,Y. p.m, which had a credit
of "7" - this was the one in error. .

I stated on page 129 that George Sloane wrote an article about this cover in
the issue of S5T...FS of February 4, 1939, and proclaimed this fake as showing
{(quote): ™the earliest use of the 5¢ Brick ited." This cover not only de-
ceived Sloane but it also deceived Philip H, Ward, Jr., who only last August
reported it in his column in Mekeel's. (Aug, 29, 1952). On page ;129 of this
"Service," I quoted lir. Ward's remarks, which were to the effect that this
cover shows a use of the 5¢ 1857 Brick Red, which is, quote: "six months earl-
ier than the previous early recording." Inasmuch as the 5¢ stamp was not used
on that cover, this statement was not true. '

The owner of the ebver, Mr. Frank Hollowbush, insists the cover is genuine in
every respect, and Mr. £hilip Ward, Jr. informs me that he examined the cover
very oerefully and is of the opinion it is genuine.

On page 129 of this "Service" I quoted some of Sloane's remarks on the cover,
viz: "The postage is overpaid 5¢'" and such was "“the error of over-payrent on
the part of the sender," The sender did not overpay and he was well aware of
the fact that the rate to France at that time was 15¢ per 1/4 ounce, as I will
demonstrates
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Photograph No. 65, shows a cover from this same correspondence and mailed
from New Orleans on August 18, 1857, over seven months earlier than the
cover of Apr 6 1858, The August 1857 cover is addressed in the seme hand=-
writing as the April 1858 cover and in this case the Boston Post Office,

' Foreign Division, made an error on this cover and sent it Via Prussian Closed

Mail to Aachen, from which place it was returned to the Boston office, the
error corrected, and forwarded to France with the proper credit of 24¢, So
it is quite evident that the person who addressed the letter in New Orleans
in April 1858 was well aware of the correct rate to France at that time, I
described this August cover in the last paragraph on page ;129 of this
"Service."

Again referring to Photograph No, 65, It does seem rather odd that a fake
like this would deceive Mr. Hollowbush, or George Sloane, or Philip Vard, Jr.
I bel¥eve that Mr. Ward wrote me to the effect that all of his associates

in Philadelphia, likewise, were of the opinion that the eover was genuine,
No doubt the crook who added the cleaned copy of the 5¢ Brick Red to this
cover has laughed up his sleeve on nany occasions at how easy it was to fool
Americans with his crooked stuff of 19th U, S. covers, and I haven't a doubt
that he hes deceived me along with the rest on certain occasions,.

The two New Orleans postmarks on the 10¢ vertical perf. strip on the Hollowe
bush cover are genuine, but the one that ties the 5¢ Brick Red is an imitation,
a counterfeit. The black ink of the fake is different from that of the genue
ine and a careful exumination of the letters of the genuine and those of the
fake show cuite a difference. Note the "L" of"La.," as well as others, among
which there is one that is espe:ially noticeable, In the fake, note the shape
of the "N" of NEW., Compare this "N" with the "N" of "NEW" on the top stamp of
the 10¢ strip., Please remember this same "' of the fake because I will

again refer to it laters #lso note how different is the fake "N" from the
genuine strikes on the august 1857 cover, Photograph 765,

When I sent my article on this fake cover to iMr, Lindquist to publish in
STAMPS, I also sent a copy of it to the owner, Mr, Frank Hollowbush and ad-
vised him of my intention to publish it. A few weeks later, Mr, Lindquist ad-
vised me that he had received a letter from }Mr. Hollowbush stating that if the
article was published he would regard it as an unfriendly act. I then re=-
quested Mr, Lindquist to return the article to me, which he did, Upon receipty
I sent it to kr. Harry Weiss, Editor of GOSSIP, but before lir. “.eiss received
it, he received a letter from a New York attorney.

Photograph No, 66, shows this letters I recuested Mr, %ieiss to return the

article to me. These are the facts in the case of this cover and they are re-
corded here for future reference.

I feel rather positive that this cover is the work of a certain Parisian faker
who has defrauded U, S. and British collectors out of many thousands of
dollars, I believe that after long experience and study of the crook's work
that I am a bit familiar with it. I recall that after the Expert Committee

of the Philatelic Foundation of New York City authenticated the fraudulent
Knapp, 57 plus 10¢ 1847 cover, (as described in an early issue of this "Service")
that I addressed a letter to the Parisian faker and sent him a photograph of
the Knapp cover, I stated that the thing was,in my opinion, some of his handi-
work and that he should feel highly complimented that he had deceived such a
highly regarded Committee. That up to thst time I had been unable to convince
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the Committee that the cover was a rank fake and thet he could render a small
service to philately if he would admit that he faked the cover. His reply
was highly indignant and his denial that he hod ever made any fakes was most
emphatic, This, in spite of the fact that he is notorious.

ANOTHTR COVER SHOVING THE EALLIEST
ENNOUN DATE OF UCD

Photograph No, 67, shows a cover from the Charles F. Meroni collection and was
entered in the "Meroni Sale" by John A. Fox as Lot ;-1349. Vhen I informed Mir,
Fox that this cover is a fake he promptly withdrew it from the sale, Lir, Fox
did not threaten me with a libel suit, nor did the owner, Mr, lieroni., My at=-
tention was called to this cover by my valued friend, Mr. J. G. Fleckenstein
of Ionia, Iiich, Iir. Fleckenstein had sent for the cover and noted that the
date of use was, "New Orleans FEB 4 1856" and by referring to page ;113 of
this "Service" he noted that the earliest use of a 5¢ 1856 that I had record=-
ed was March 15, 1856, Incidentally, the "S,U,S." gives January 1, 1856,
though there is no evidence thet I know of, that such is correct.

Mr, Fleckenstein also noted other features of the cover that caused him to

suspsot that something was wrong. For example, he noted thet if this cover

was genuine snd was a pre-treaty use, why no French Due markings? And if a

use during the Treaty period, (after Apr. 1, 1857), why no U, 3. credit mark-

ing to France? (See my One Cent Book, Vol, 2 - the chapter on Foreign Rates).

(,\,_ kr, Fleckenstein informed me thst he spent a couple of hours studying this
chapter and couldn't make the cover fit the facts that I gave.

Hollowbush, Sloane and Ward could not believe thet the postmark on the 5¢ Brick
Red was a counterfeit, and this demonstrates, in my hunble opinion, that the
average collector regards the people who fske covers, as dumb clucks who would
never be capable of turning out clever work, In other words, if a stamp is
tied to a cover by a town postmark then the cover must be genuine, because no
faker would have enough sense to employ a counterfeit town postmark, and yet
such devices are easy and cheap to imitate,

The Parisian faker who turned out these two covers is no dumb eluck, when it
comes to "fixing," but he is not conv:rssnt with U, S. postal history and
intricete rates, and merkings. Ille is in a gcneral way, a "copyist,."

THE i RONI COVLR

In the Fox catalogue of the Meroni Sale (liov. 13, 1952), the fake cover that
was withdrawn was Lot 1349, and it was truly a very beautiful and "superb"
cover, end, in my opinion, more apt to deceive than the Hollowbush 5¢ Brick
Red cover. ir. Fox described it as, "an immaculate cover to Frence and thet
each stamp w.s extremely fine with four margins."

I wonder if it is not fortunate for the sake of accurate philetelic research
reporting that this Meroni cover did not come to the attention of lessrs.
Stoane and ward, and so avoided being proclaimed to the world as the “earliest
known use of a 5¢ 1856,"

What about this 5¢-10¢ cover showing a use on “FEB 4 1856"2

Here is the truth about this cover and for telling the truth I trust that no
one hires a New York lawyer to threaten me with a libel suit, Both stamps are
ocleaned copies and both New Qrleans postmarks are counterfeits, and, further,
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all the markings on ti:ds cover are imitations, hence the "cover" is bad from
A to Z. -

Mr. Parisian faker was svidently not aware of the fact that New Orleans never
used a year-dated postmark in 1856, See the Chase 3¢ 1851-57 Book - original,
page 244, or the revised, page 250, or my 1¢ 1851-57 Book, Vol. 2, page 109.
The New York postmark of "Feb 18" is a rather poor imitation of the genuine,
and it will be noted that the faker tried to play safe and gave himself 14
days to carry the letter from New Orleans to New York. That lapse of time
might have been okay for 1836 but not 1856, And further, the records show
that no "American Packet" sailed from New York on Feb, 18, 1856 with U, S.
Mails for Eurone.,

Now note the "French receivingﬁmarklng“ on this cover. 1t is very lightly im-
pressed and the date secms to be "5 IL&S ~ 56," Imagine 16 days from New York
to France in 1856, when the average was about ten or eleven days via England
to France, Evidently this marking was struck very faintly on purpose, pro-
bably because the stamper was a fake and was used in Paris, A fake and pro=-
bably not a counterfeit of an original or an imitstion of an original, because
I doubt if there was ever an original that had what seems to be this wording,
viz: "ETATS UNIS" - '"AliBs CALAIS." I have no record of a French marking with
this exact wording and no such a merking is recorded in the French bobk on
French markings, entitled, "CaTALOGUE DES ESTAIIPILLES ET OBLITE'RATIONS
POSTALES - DE FR4NCE ET DiS (OLONIES FRANCAISES.)" (By Yvert & Cic - 1929).

If there is any error in the above statement will some of my French friends
kindly correct me? Of course, this fake New Orleans postmark is not from the
same stamper as the one used on the Hollowbush 5¢ Brick Red cover but it has
certain characteristics, as for example, the odd shape of the "I’ of "NEW."

VWhen an owner of a fake cover refuscs to believe thet he has been stuck with a
fake, it sometimes happens thet he don't want to be convinced of the truth but
seldom does he threaten a libel suit against the culprit who exposed the fake.
In the great majority of cases we can produce evidonce which cannot be dis=-
puted, and in the case of this kleroni cover we will now play our trump card.

The Meroni cover was sold in a sale by Harmer, Rooke & Co., New York City, on
Oct, 25, 1949, And was Lot ;<53, and was described as "extremely fine," It
was purchased by John A, Fox for 5210.00,.

A FLXE 5¢ 1856
EARLILST USE KNOUN

Back in 1946 I spotted what appeared to be a very fine off cover copy of the 5¢
1856 in e sale by H., R. Harmer, Inc., New York City. I sent for the stamp and
found it to be a vory clever fake, It was originally a plate proof on India
paper from the 1875 Reprint plate and had been a Type II. The faker had
painted in the top and bottom projections to change it to a Type I, and had
pasted a piece of paper to the back to give it the approximate thickness of
the postage paper. Then to his masterpiece he canceled it in black, with a
fake New Orleans postmark, end whaet do you think was the date of that fake? It
was none other than -

FEB

4

1856
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which is the same date of the New Orleans postmarks on the lieroni cover as per
Photograph No., 67, This India proof, printed in 1875, has a postmark shoring

a use on Feb. 4, 1856, and this strike is unquestionably from the same counter-
feit stamper that was used on the Meroni cov:r. I acquired the "proof fake,'

for my reference collection and when I examined the leroni cover, I made a very
careful comparison of the two fakes.

Photograph No, 68, shows the proof fake with its paintad projectionss I also
oall attantion %o Photopreph No, 55, in this "Serviga."

AGAIN - WE DISCUSS
THE “SHORE T.) SHIP"

In the issue of this "Scrvice" dated October 1, 1952, at the bottom of page
#130, I described a cover that had been illustrated by Elliott Perry in his
."Pat Paragraphs" of August 1952 - (No. 57)e I regretted at the time that I
did not have a photograph of the cover that he discussed. However, I can now
furnish a photograph of & similar cover from the same correspondence.

Photograph No, 69, illustrates a cover to France from Cleveland, O., on Jan.
30, 1851, and it is addressed in the same handwriting and to the same address
as the cover illustrated by Perry. Both covers have a 5¢ 1847 and both are
canceled with a blue grid. Both have the rectanguler "Colonies," both have
"French receiving" markings and both have a manuscript "30 decimes" - French
due marking.

Cover No. 69 bears a Cleveland date of "Jan 30" (1851) and the Perry cover is
dated "lday 31" (1851). Both were transmitted via England and Calais to Paris,
France, under the terms of the U,S.-British Postal Troaty and the Anglo=-
French Postal Treaty. -

Referring to the cover he illustrated (p~ge 1937 - Pats), Perry stated, quote:
"As Clevcland is more than 300 miles from sny Atlantic port, the 'Shore to
Ship' rate was 10¢, and the cover should have had two 5¢ stamps." (unquote)

The postage on both of these covers was quite correct and Perry's statement was
an error. It is quite improper to refer to such payments as "Shorc to Ship."
Article II of the U,S.-British Treaty of 1848, stated in part, quote: "There
shall be charged by the Post Office of the United States upon all letters not
exceeding half an ounce in weight xxxxx an INLAND postage rate of five cents,"
(unquote)s (California and Oregon excspted)
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