
The Great War and its Postal Consequences for Luxembourg 1914 -1919 

The exhibit explains the restrictions imposed on mail to and from the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg caused by the 
Central Powers, neutral countries, and the Allied Forces, starting with the beginning of tbe war on 2nd Aug 1914 
and ending with the termination of US censorship in August 1919. The exception is the mail of allied commission 
stationed in Luxembourg. The overall situation of Luxembourg during World War Tis unique. It remains neutral 
with an interesting twist: The German occupations starts pre-maturely on I'' Aug 1914. without prior declaration 
of war. No other country in Europe remains neutral being occupied by a foreign power and keeps its government. 
The German Empire is using the Grand Duchy to execute the so-called "SchliefTen Plan·· and begins to overrun 
Belgium and France. The political situation of Grand Duchess Marie-Adelaide is precarious as the '·Kaiser'' insists 
on her support. The Luxembourg government protests in vain against the German occupation. When the German 
Empire is defeated, American and French troops occupy Luxembourg on 21st/ 22°d Nov 1918. 
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Schlie.ffen-Plan: German 81" Army Co17Js is 
occupyin� neutral Luxembourg 

What docs the German occupation mean for the Luxembourg 
postal system and the mai I? In August 1914, the Luxembourg post 
offices are occupied by German soldiers and mail is initially 
stopped. f n the first weeks of the occupation, some sort of co­
operation between the German military postal system and the 
Luxembourg post offices begins. Foreign and internal mail gets 
censored both by German troops and German censorship oHices 
and sometimes in neutral and allied countries. A fixed German 
field post oflice is installed near the train station in Luxembourg 
city. With the armistice on 11111 Nov 1918, Germans forces on the 
western front retreat and the censorship ends. The French and 
American field post offices are originally intended for the troops 
only, but circumstantial evidence shows again the co-operation 
between the Luxembourg postal system and the American field 
post offices. The external mail to and from Luxembourg is again 
censored. 

When I started collecting the postal history of Luxembourg during World War I, I found the period not well re­
searched, except for some standard handbooks about censor cancels or military mail. My research led to many 
new first and last days of usage and new finds of instruction cancels and sealing tapes. This exhibit is the 
culmination of almost twenty years ofresearch. The exhibit is focused on German. Allied or neutral censor cancels 
(or their absence), instruction marks and sealing tapes. Cancels and their usages are dominant in the military mail 
sections. Rates are of lesser importance. Only exception is the treatment of German and Allied military mail with 
franchise and their treatment by the Luxembourg post. Important covers and cards are shown with a red frame. 
Rarity statements are based on my research and extensive literature and auction catalogue study. Luxembourg is 
a small nation and mail to or from exotic destinations is often extremely rare or up to this date at least- nonexistent. 

Plan: 

A German Occupation 08/1 914 - 1 1/1918 
A.I Censorship on International Correspondence 
A.I.I Censor Cancels 
A.1.2 Sealing Tapes 
A.1.3 Instruction Cancels 
A.II German Military Mail 
A.II.I Outgoing Military Mail 
A.II.2 Incoming Military Mail 
A.11.3 Prisoner of War Mail 

Pub I ications: 

B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 
B.I Allied Military Mail 
B.1.1 Outgoing Military Mail 
B.1.2 Incoming Military Mail 

B.11 Censorship on International Correspondence 
B.l l.1 Censor C ancels 
B.11.2 Scaling Tapes 

Handbuch zur Besetzung von Luxemburg im I. Weltkrieg 1914-1918 und der alliierlcn Besetzung, Lars Bottger, 2014, self-published 
The Postal History of  the AEF, 1917-1923, Theo van Dam. published by the World War I AEF Study Group, 1980 
Belgian Military Censorship 1914-1918, various authors. 2014, published by Studiekring Wereldoorlog l en II 
German Occupation of Belgium and North Eastern France. 1914-1918, Robin Pizer, 2019, published by the Postal History Society 
Die Posttiberwachnung im Deutschen Reich durch Postiiberwachnungsstellen 1914-1918. Karl- I leinz Riemer, Poststempelgildc 
Die Deutschen Feldpoststempel 1914-1918, Karl-Heinz Schriever, 1967, Poslstempelgilde ,.Rhein-Donau·' 
Amtsblall Belgien 1914-1918, reprint by the study group ArGe I. Weltkrieg 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence I.I .Jul/ Aug 1914: Military ��ii Blockade 

At the beginning of the war, foreign mail (incoming and outgoing to Luxembourg as well as internal) is stopped to prevent 
sensitive information between spies Lo be leaked. 
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Nylstroom, 23rd Jul 19 14. 
forwarded to Cape Town, 
the postal stationery while 

waiting for a steamer 
connection, is intercepted. 
It received a CAPE TOWN 
RETURNED cancellation 

and instruction cancel 
UNDELIVERABLE L.P.S. 

- UNIQUE to 
Luxembourg 

�·-- ·--.... .,., 
____ :::,.....-.---

_ __. ... - ·-

Improvised cancel: 
Wegen Kriegszustand 

unzuHissig 
Non admis pour cause de la 

guerre - first registered usage I 
unknown in literature 

3 JS' Jul 1914, the postcard 
from Switzerland to 

Luxembourg is intercepted. 
The improvised nature of 

the cancels is shown by the 
haphazard letters used -

UNIQUE to Luxembourg 

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE � TRANSVAAL n l I � 
POST CARD* CAJ�"J!i�ULt4 

THE ADDRESS ONLY TO H WRITTEN � THIS s.�J '� ,(� A'.A. �l���) ' . ''· 

'(' \ d 
/'(.h· 

.Ill� 
"''4� i 0:£���;;,, -� '. C 7..l:llMY1:1A.{ . ��d./IU h A li�·::'l'- •m••IY4)��··;; • •••••:••••••••••••••• . .,-\ <.<i • " 

. " . t,� ............... ... �- .. .  ·. . . 
!'.-" � 8 ,-�. . �, ., .. �f =�.:�' �, 

\ 

improvised cancel: 
Keine Beforderungselegenheit 

- ZUROCK - first registered 
usage I unknown in literature 

211d Aug 1914, printed 
matter (special rate or2 
Centimes with Belgium) 

from Luxembourg lo 
Belgium is blocked by 

German troops, occupying 
the post offices - UNIQUE 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence l.2 No organized German ��nsorsh ip 

1 .2.J Outgoing Mail from L uxembourg 

German troops occupy all the Luxembourg post offices and stop the sending and receiving of mail, parcels, and telegrams. 
After a few days, the mail blockade is lifted. There is during the first two months no coordinated effo1t by the German 

military to censor incoming and outgoing mail. 

Rate: UPU postcard rate 
JO Centimes, valid as of 

I'' Oct 1907 

....... ..... All<Jve.t. .......... . 

Luxembourg- post office at the train station, 61h Aug 19 14, first registered mail item to 
a foreign country, in this case Basel I Switzerland 

- more than l 00 items known to go to Switzerland 

) 
Rate: 25 Centimes. UPU 

Leifer rate, I'' weight scale 
I up to 20 grams). wr(fl 
valid as of I" Oct 1907 

Posted in Diekirch on 14'11 Oct 1 9 1 4, outgoing letter, without German censor cancel -
common until the German imperial censorship office in Cologne-Deutz starts to begin 

censoring the mail to and from Luxembourg on 1 5'11 Oct 1914 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.2 No organized German Censorship 

1 .2.2 Incoming Mail from Luxembourg 

After the end of OcLober 1 9 1 4. civilian and commercial mail without any German censor cancel is rarely encountered. 
Leners lo collectors and international organizations sometimes are spared the censorship. 

lit m •••�� ••••• • m m • • • • 

Yf_,, L �-:; �� .... ................................................................ �--�7-····-
Collect on delivery card without censor cancel. sent on 26111 Nov 1 9 1 4  (stamp with per fin) 

from /\ix-la-Chapelle to the small vi llage of Dippach, arrival 28111 Nov 19 14 
- less than 25 mail items without censo1·ship arc registered 

Copy- Re-direction order 
'[Falls] Adrcssat abgereist. 

bittc nachscnden· 

� -..- ---........ � 
Registered letter is 

forwarded to Wiesbaden I 
Germany 

Rate: 30 Pfg. 10 Pfg feller 
rate (as (l/'1 Oct 1902). 
20 P.fg registration.fee 

-

Rate: Luxembourg and 
the German Empire had 
special rates he/ow the 
standard UPU rates. 5 
Pfrt,. I 5 Centimes.for a 

postcard, 10 P.fg 112 l0 
Centimes.for a /el/er i11 

the.first weight echelon. 
rated at 25 P(g. 5 Pfg 
special postcard rate 

(tar�ff valid Isl Oct 
1902). 20 Pfg 

registration fee. I 0 
Cemimes for tran.�(er 

have been deducted hy 
Luxembourg carrier 

Written in Frankfurt on 26'" /\ug 19 14. re-directed via Luxembourg-City to 
Wiesbaden 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.3 "Unorganized" German <;=ensorsbip 

In the first weeks of the war. the process of censorship has not been fully established. The kind of improvisation can be 
seen by the first censor cancels: Some of them have been manufactured by using printer's letters and type. 

l � CARTE POSTA 
i 
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L--=--· --
Copy-August 1914 (Riemer 

Sep 191./- Feb 1915) 

Esch-sur-Alzette, 21 111 Aug 
19 14. to ldar-Oberstein. 

censor cancel G.P.C. 
Oberstein Geprilft und zu 

befordern (G[ eneral] 
P[ost] C[ontrol] Oberstein 

reviewed + to forward) 
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� A "" " 
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Copy - Riemer might he in 
error as this cancel is in use 

from A 11g11st 191./ 

Censor cancel DfEDEN­
HOFEN GEPR0FT U. ZU 

BEFORDERN P.(OST] 
K.(ONTROLLE] 

Noerdange. IO'" Aug 1 9 1 4  . 

forwarded via Dicdcnhofen 
to Mergelstcttcn 

.""-'- ··. E 1n1:ttatt ·� 
FteigegebeD \!l� 

711 be:f or clerll 

Copy- provisional ca11ce/ 
registered i11 A 11g11st 191./; 
military franchise accepted 
by Luxembourg post o.lflces 

Improvised censors cancel 
Stuttgart Freigegeben u. 
zu bef6rdern (Stuttgart 
released and ready for 

forwarding) Rumclangc. 
161" Aug 19 14. forwarded 

via Stuttgart to 
Mergelstcttcn 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.4 German Censorship: OPD Saarbriicken 

Furthermore, in the area of Trier and Saarbruckcn local censorship offices were established in many cities and post 
offices, as both OPDs are near the front line to France and Belgium. The sole censorship in the OPD Saarbruckcn during 

the first months of the war is exceedingly rare. 

n ia � $11,.. ·:>· r· ..,.� � -e- � \.if ...• 'vi. �l.l<J. lJ !...� .:.. l!;V 
J (:it. Jo'.· ·) Giforil,ft-und au b ... ;� . ,\r.l. : 

Copy - August 1914 (Riemer 
Oct - Dec f9/./) with this 

copy it is proven. that the cancel 
came into use immediately after 

the war broke out 

German militwy mail, sent 
without cost for the soldier. 

franchise accepted, one of the 
earliest registered items of a 

military post office on the soil 
of luxemhourg 

Luxembourg, 7•h Aug 19 14, to GUdingen near Saarbrucken, censor cancel ,G.P.C. 
SaarbrUcken 3 (St. Johann) GeprUft und zu befurdern' (G[eneral) Pfost] C[ontrol] 

Saarbrucken [Post Office St. Johann] checked and ready to forward) 
- only registered mail item with this cancel 

Copy - Rare censor cancel of 
OPD Saarbrucken, post office 
Saarlouis - registered as early 

as August 191./ with Riemer 

Rate: 5 Pfg.. postcard rate, 
German - Luxembourg postal 
convention as of I'' Oct 1902 

Oebr. Wagner 
Seifenfabrik 

Merzig a. d. Saar. 
Fernsprecher No. 16. 

�oftfatte 
Herren 

..... � .... P.-.... � .... � .... � ....... � ....... ¥. � .... � ... � ... Y. ...... . 

D i e k i r c h 

Lu.xbg. 

Merzig, 3I1h Oct 1 9 1 4, forwarded via Luxembourg Diekirch, censor cancel 'P[ ost. 
K[ontrolle] Saarlouis Gepri.itt und zu Befordem· (postal control Saarloui s- checked and 

ready for sending) 
only registered mail item with this cancel 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.5 Handling of Letters with Declared Value 

As a rule, insured letters had to be closed and had to have several wax seals on the back. This was irreconcilable 
with the censorship. Several ways had to be found to circumvent the censorship or to avoid opening and re­

sealing and re-weighing of the insured letters. 

Although mailed via the Luxembourg post office, the 
sender was an officer with the German army (probably in 
the 'GrojJe Hauptquartier ·(Army Headquarter). the /el/er 

received a German army censor cancel 

A co111111a11ding <?fficer censored the insured feller and left 
his cancel as confirmation 

Rate 65 Cent., 25 Cent.for a lei/er weighing up to 250 grams, 25 Cent. registration fee. 15 Cent. minimum insurance fee for 
the three countries involved 

Diekirch, 16111 Sep 1914, forwarded via Gemlany to Mahrisch-Ostrau in Bohemia I Kingdom of Austria-Hungary, 
personalized German army censor cancel in red. releasing the letter 

- only recorded letter with value during the first period without regularized German censorship in place 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1 .6 German Censorship Offi�e Cologne-Dcutz 

Starting with on or around 1 5111 Oct 1914, the censorship of foreign mail from and to Luxembourg is organized 
at the German censorship office at Cologne-Deutz. By 30111 Nov 1914, the censorship is transferred due to the 

overload of mail to the Foreign Censorship branch at Trier. Trier exclusively censors the mail to and from 
Luxembourg. 

Copy - Auslandsstelle 
Coln-Deutz Freigegeben 

(Foreign Branch Coln­
Dcutz I registered in two 

colors, red and violet; both 
colors arc equally 

distributed 

Outgoing postcard. mailed on 6'1' Nowmber 191 ./in Walferdange, transfereed to the 
foreign branch of the Cologne-Deutz censorship office, violet censor cancel, forwarded to 

Leipzig - of the ''Coln-Deulz" censor cancel - less tlum ftfty items from or to 
Luxembourg with cemwrsllip at Colog11e-Deutz are registered. 

c 

leller mailed 011 17'h Nov 191 ./from Diisseld01f to Wilt::. lran.�ferred to the Cologne-Deutz censorship 
office. red censor ca11cel/atio11, arrival at Wiltz on 51h Dec 191./, a rather long time for censorship 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 l Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.7 Handling of Letters with Declared Value 

While letters with declared value are not uncommon, the below letter is the only letter with value that is registered during 
the censorship at Coln-Deutz. The letter with value wa<; inspected by the post office in Dusseldorf and received a post 

office cancel and a handwritten notice, that the contents arc inconspicuous. Two days after the inspection in Dusseldorf. 
the letter arrives at its destination - a very fast turnaround. The censorship office at Coln-Deutz waves the letter through 

and leaves only the "Oberwachungsstelle des VIII. Armeckorps Coln'" and the regular censor cancel in violet. 

Copy: Negative cancel with crown over a post horn , I )(°ISSI J .I)( >RI· '(on the back) 

Letter mailed at the Dusseldorf main post office on 24'" Oct 1914, the content or the letter was inspected and sealed at the 
Dusseldorf post office. To confinn the censorship, the post office seal was applied on the back. The letter was then 

forwarded to Cologne, received its censorship markings and reaches Luxembourg on 26'" Oct 1914, a remarkable short 
time span for Cologne. 

Copy Manuscript note , lnhalt gepriift Um:crdachtig'(contcnt checked unsuspicious) on the back 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 

1 Censor Cancels 
1.8 Censor Cancel Trier: 
1.8. l Censor Cancel No. 1 

Starting on 30 November 1 914, Trier took over the censorship role from Coln-Deutz until the end of the war. 

Number Usage Rarity Number Usage Rarity Number Usage Rarity 

Trier no. 1 Nov 1914 - Jun 1915 > 100 Trier no. 3 Nov 1916 - Feb 1916 <50 Trier no. 5ll Mav 1916 -Apr 1917 >JOO 
Trier no. 21 Dec 1914 -Aug 1915 > 100 Trier no. 4 Feb 1916 - Apr 1916 <25 Trier no. 61 Nov 1916 - Aug 1917 > 100 

Trier no. 2II Dec 1914 - Dec 1916 <50 Trier no. 51 Dec 1915 - Nov 1916 > 100 Trier no. 6Il Aug 1917 - Nov 1918 > 100 

Censor cancel no. I is 
registered from 30 Nov 1914 

until 18 Jan 1916 (Riemer 
dates: Dec 1914 - Dec 

1 915) 

Rate: 10 Cent. Reply-Card+ 
20 Rappen, 10 Cent. UPU 
postcard rate, 20 Rappen 

Suisse registration fee - tit is 
correctly used reply cards 

are real rarities - less than 
ten pieces registered 

Registered postal statione1y, Geneva, 201h May 1 9 1 5  to Trier and Luxembourg-City, 
censored at Trier - censor cancel No. 1 is very common; the card was initially rated as 

underpaid and a Suisse "T" cancel was added, the error was spotted and the T cancel 
was crossed out with blue crayon 

Mone!eur 

Luxembourg, Europe. Rate: 20 Cents, JO 
Cents UPU letter rate 

up to 20 grams, 10 
Cents registration fee -

only registered letter 
from the German Post 
Offices in China tq or 

from Luxembourg 

Shanghai, 22nd Jul 1 9 1 5, via USA and the Netherlands to Trier and Luxembourg-City, censor 
cancel No. 1 ,  as the letter was closed at arrival, the letter was subsequently opened, censored 

and finally closed with sealing tape; to document the opening, an instruction cancel was 
added telling when the censorship took place and by whom it was conducted 



A German Occupation Aug 191 4 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence l.8 Censor Cancels Trier 

1.8.2 Censor Cancel No. 2 - Six Leaves 

Almost parallel to the first type of standard censor cancel, a second censor cancel comes into usage in the Trier 
censorship office (9111 Dec 1914 - 26111 Aug 1915) - after eight and a half months, the cancel is used up. 

Mailed in Bitburg on 2 1  s• Jan 1 9 1 5, via the censor ship effice Trier and Luxembourg-City 
to Wiltz, blackish-violet censor cancellation no. 2 of Trier, six spoke star as ornament at 

the bottom - rare blackish-violet color! Only recorded item with this color 

Copy - the colour of 
this cancel varies.from 

violet to hlackish­
violet every oilier 

colour 111011 violet is 
very rare! 

Early in the war, the newspapers wrote that for the sake of rapid handling, postcards are much more efficient than 
letters, as postcards could be handled at the censorship offices in a faster way. The procedure with opening the letters, 
retrieving the content, censorship and closing the letter again took sometimes several weeks, as can be seen with the 

censorship office in Coln-Deutz. 

Mailed in Niederlahnstein on 41" Feb 1 9 1 5, via the censorship office of Trier to 
Luxembourg, censor cancel no. 2 of Trier. six spoke star as ornament at the bottom 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 German Censorship Nov 1914 - Nov 1918 
1.8 Censor Cancel Trier I Censorship on International Correspondence 
1.8.3 Censor Cancel No. 2 - Six-pronged Star 

Very similar i n  appearance (almost same size. some font). there are two d ifferent types of this standard censor 
cancel in the censorship office - the ornamental piece is a six-pronged star (22111 Feb 1 9 1 5  - l 51h Dec 1 9 16). 

Copy - the color of 
the cancel is 

1111(formly violet; the 
late usage suggest 

that the rubber 
cancel was held in 

reserve. 

Ornament: Small 
s ix-pronged star 

Gi ::: 
Q) N 

< . J::. u Vl UJ 
= cu c 0 
E 

� 

Cam'i lie SI-MO NET 
Esch-s.-1\lzette f PIC:_ERIE EN GRos 
El IMPORT A Tl01'1 DIRECTE DE FRO MACE , '°£.�p V 

.. I ttJ' * ·71� £: e!J�d 
Zzr/i��-. 

Mailed in Esch-sur-Alzelle, 2 5111 Apr 1915. via Trier to Radebcrg in Saxony; in Trier the 
postcard received censor cancel no. 2 in violet ink (small star ornament) 

A. BERL & Co. II DRUeKSAeHE 

l 

Metallmobe lfabrik 
6egrundet 1858 

LUXEMBURG 
--

Telephon Nr. 2(Hauptbureau) 
Nr 629 & 1249. 

Telegramm-Adresse: 

F 

Mailed at Luxembourg-Station. 1 5111 Dec 1 9 1 6. via Trier to l lochst in Germany, violet 
censor cancel no. 2 of Trier with ornament small six-pronged star 

- last registered usage 

J 

Rates: 5 Centimes, 
postcard rate (instead of 
10 Centimes within UPU) 

and 4 Centimes for the 
first weight echelon 

(instead of 5 Centimes 
within UPU) for a printed 
matter, both tariffs valid 
since I Oct 1902; special 
contract with the German 

Empire 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 

1 Censor Cancels 
1 .8 Censor Cancels Trier 
1 .8.4 Censor Cancel No. 3 

The third censor cancel of Trier, like its successor, shows heavy use and has only a currently  registered service 
time of three months (l 51h Nov 1 915 - 251h Feb 1 9 16). 

Mailed at the post office of Lu xembourg-City. 29'11 Nov I 9 1 5, via Trier to Esslingen in 
Wurttemberg, censor cancel no 3 of Trier (color: violet) - although the censor cancel no. 

3 has only a short service span 
- there arc more than twenty-five mail items registered with the cancel 

UPU letter rate o.f 25 
Centimes for the first weight 

echelon up to 20 grams, tar{lf 
valid since I'' Oct 1907 
Switzerland due to its Red 

Cross organisa1ion, is apart 
of the German Empire and the 

General Government of 
Belgium - by far the most 

common destination.for mail 
out of Luxembourg. 

Copy - the colour qf this 
cancel is un(formly 

violet; the fast 
degradation can be seen 

on the feller below 
Riemer mistakes the 
ca11ce/ with censor 

ca11cel 110. 3 

Mailed in Luxembourg-City, 25111 Feb 1 916, via Trier to Lausanne, violet censorship 
cancellation no 3 of Trier 

- last registered day of usage 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.8 Censor Cancels Trier 

1.8.5 Censor Cancel No. 4 

The fourth censor cancel had an even shotter life - perhaps due to his small size - as it has registered service time 
of a bit more than two months (2Pt Feb 1916-25111 Apr 1 9 16) 

Copy - the colour of 
this cancel is 

uniformly violet, it 
degraded very fast 

:E 
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Mailed in Petange, 2 1 5 1  Feb 1916, via Trier to Grunberg in Si lesia, the postal stationery 
has been uprated by 6 Centimes and is now overpaid by 6 Centimes; violet censor 

cancellation no. 4 of Trier, less than 25 strikes of this censor cancel have been registered 
- earliest recorded usage 

yj 
An 

Posted at the post office in Luxembourg-City, 2511r Apr 1916, via Trier to Regensburg in 
Bavaria, violet censor cancellation no. 4 of Trier 

- last recorded usage 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.8 Censor Cancel Trier 

1.8.5 Censor Cancel No. 51 'r' below 's' 

The censor cancellation no. 51 with ·,.'below ·s ·is one of the more common cancels ofTrie1: 

Rates: 5 Centimes. UPU 
printed mailer rate up to 50 
grams (tar{lf valid since !"' 

Oct 1907) 

Monsieur Al. Lickes , -Aveml6-de-la-Gare-+, 
Fnbourg (Suisse). 

Luxembourg-Station, 24111 Nov 1 9 1 5, via Trier and Bale to Fribourg in Switzerland, 
violet censor cancellation no. 51  of Trier 7 late usage 

more than one hundred pieces of mail registered 

Rates: 30 Pfg,.fee 
for a so-called 

'Postaujirag' 
(poswl order) 

(tar{f!valid as of 1 
Aug 1916) -7011/y 

postal order 
registered to or 

from Luxembourg 
duri11g tile Great 

War 

. · . Posta uftrag 
AusJandstefle 

T Hanau, 1 71" Mar 
1916, via Trier to 

Luxembourg. violet 
censor cancellation 

eigegeben. 
nach 

no. 51 of Trier, 
sealing tape no. I, 

on reverse: Control 
cancellation no. 2, 

censor cancel 
OBER­

WACIIUNGS­
STELLE des VIII. 

Armeekorps 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 

'7' .. 
1 r 

freigeg--' en. 

Copy - censor cancel no. 51 is 
registered between 26'h Nov 1915 
until 26'h Nov 1916; the color of 

the cancel is uniformly (red-) 
violet. 

Like the situation of censor cancel no. 2. the censor cancel exists in two 
types in Trier, which were used simultaneously, the Type I 

differentiated by the ·r' almost below the 's' 

The printed matter is the only registered single 
franking of a 15 Centimes stamp (UPU printed 

mal/er rate, third weight echelon. tariff valid as of!'' 
Oct 1907! 

Mailed in the post office branch Luxembourg-Limpertsberg, 23rc1 Jun 1 9 1 6, via Trier to 
Brussels in Belgium, censor cancel no. 5 I Type 1 1  

" 

Ancienne Societe G.-D. de Botanique 
et 

Ancienne Fauna fuaionn6es 

LUXEMBOURG (Grand-Duche) 

M. de WDdeman Em., Dr., Conservateur au jardin botanique de l'l!tat 
l Bruxelles, rue des ConfH�r&, 122. 



1 Censor Cancels 
1.8 Censor Cancel Trier 
1.8.5 Censor Cancel No 51 

HochwUrden 

Herrn Dr. Joa. Masaarette , 

salvo t1tulo 

zu 

Lu x e abu rg . 

Mailed at Frankfurt, 3 1  si Jul 1 9 16, via Trier to Luxembourg, censor cancel no. 5, Type I, 
sealing tape no. 3, on reverse: Control cancel no. 1 

The feller ahove is rated at 20 Pfg, the correct feller rate 01•er 

I 

20 grams up to 250 grams, second weight echelon - last day of validity of tariff; 
on I" Aug 1916. the so-called "Reichsahgabe ". an augmentation o/50% 011 the 

standard feller and standard postcard rate is applied 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
1.8 Censor Cancel Trier I Censorship on International Correspondence 
1.8.6 Censor Cancel No. Sii 'r'between 's' and 't' 

Again, this cancel has a usage of roughly a year - "r" between "s" and "t". Then the strikes become illegible and 
the last censor cancel (also in two dUierent forms comes into service. 

1>a u 1 <-i l:t"I<:D'r 
INGENIEUR 

LUXEMBtJRG. 
...;,--- - -.......:.. ,;,i,,,;i '. -j f J {;/' Per Eilboten 

L -- ii!!! 1 � 

KOnl'.::111 ? aUl.'\oi., Q :r ., d t , 

� 

Registration dates between 
I" May 1916 and 13111 Apr 

1917; the color of the cancel 
is uniformly violet. 

Uprated postal stationery, 
posted at Langenthal I 
Switzerland, 121" May 

I 916, via Trier to 
Grosbous, censor 

cancellation no. 5Il 
- more than 100 mail 
items with this censor 

cancel registered 

Posted at Luxembourg-City, 1 21" Oct 1 9 1 6, via Trier to Berlin, violet censor cancellation no. 511, 
prepaid at 60 Y:i Cent., 30 Cent. letter rate over 20 grams, 30 Cent. express fee 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 

1 Censor Cancel 
1.8 Censor Cancel Trier 
1.8.7 Censor Cancel No. 61 

The last censorship cancel of Trier has also in both of it forms a service I ifo of roughly one year. At the end, the 
censorship Cancel no. 61 is  virtually i l legibly. 

Aachen, 1 71" May 1 9 1 7. via Trier and Luxembourg to Clervaux. erroneously routed via the 
Aachen inland censorship office 'Aachen-Stadt zu befordem' (City of Aachen - to forward) 

. .  

Registration dates between 
20'" Nov 1916 and 5'" Aug 

1917; the color<�/' the 
cancel varies between 

violet and blackish-violet, 

The postcard is wirh 15 
Pfg. franked, double the 7 

!h Pfg. tariff that was 
necessary since I <i Aug 

1916 

Inland letter, posted at Luxembourg-Station, 211d Aug 1 9 1 7, mis-sent to Trier - unique inland mail c�nsored in Trier, 
as it was intended for Hollerich in Luxembourg. violet censor cancel no. 6 of Trier 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.8 Censor Cancel Trier 

1.8.8 Censor Cancel No. 611 

The last censorship cancel of Trier has also in both of it forms a service life of roughly one year. At the end, the 
censorship Cancel no. 6II is virtually illegibly. 

:s w'" �"' "'w � !:.. oo < it'. ::; � 
� :. 

� 

';?.i z � ., w ;. � ow .. :i :> < 
z"' 
·-4 D < " 

Registration dates between 
7'h Aug 1917 and 18'" Nov 

1918; the color of the 
cancel varies between 
violet. blueish violet. 

blackish-violet, lilac and 
all shades in between. 

Luxembourg, I 71h Nov 1918, Trier to Gera, censor cancel no. 611 - last registered usage 

Zuckerwaren En=GrosF�ager 

Pasquay, Nachf. wwe J. Esch 
11, Bourbonstrasse Telefon 11 G9 
................ _.. .................................................................. . 

Mailed at Clervaux on 4th Aug 1917, via Trier to Crefeld, addressee has moved and letter was 
returned again via Trier to Luxembourg I Clervaux, two strikes of the violet censor cancel no. 61 

and 6II, one very used, one fresh - earliest registered usage of no. 611 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancel 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.9 Censor Cancel Oberpostdirektion Trier 

The postal district (OPD) bordering to Luxembourg is the OPD Trier. Usually, the mail directed to Luxembourg is 
not reviewed by the inland censorship office but directed to the foreign censorship branch. 

Copy - inland post control cancellation of OP D Trier. This local censorship of the OP D is quite 
unusual. these are the 011ly registered copies <>f mail to or from Luxembourg . 

. <�eh . . "-]{�� 
... . $� ... ........... . p - r/ 

Bleialf, 61" Apr 1916, forwarded to Esch-sur-Sure in Luxembourg via Trier, local post 
control cancel TRIER P.K. Geprlift und frcigegeben, censor cancel no. 4 of Trier 

. . .. ................ .. . "' : 

Pofttarte 

Morsdort� 2"d Mar 1 9 1 7, forwarded to Echternach in Luxembourg via Trier post control 
cancel TRJER P.K. Geprtift und freigegeben, censor cancel no. 61 of Trier 
- two registered mail items with additiGaaHy OPD c�nsor caaKel�tion 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.10 Censor Cancels of Al�a�e-Lorraine 

1.10.1 Censor Cancel Postal Control Metz 

The neighboring town of Metz is only 50 kilometers away from the town of Luxembourg. As in AJsace-Lorraine a 
postal control system was already in place, in rare instances the mail was not routed via Trier to Luxembourg. 

Copy Mail to and from 
Alsace & Lorraine received 
one censor cancel of Trier 

and again a censor 
cance/latio11 of the local 
inland censorship office 
(Riemer Aug 1915 - Jul 

1918 � earliest recorded 
ll!iOge ill 11111 / 9 /5) 

Metz, 25th Jun 1 9 1 5, forwarded via Luxembourg to Esch-sur-Alzette, inland censor 
cancel METZ P.K. Geproft und zu befordern and OBERWACHUNGSSTELLE METZ 

GeprOft und freigegeben (postal control Metz - mail checked and released) 

die Grosshe o 

Gene al 
n 

• 

Metz, 15th Sep 1915 to Luxembourg. inland censor cancellation OBERWACHUNGSSTELLE METZ GeprOft und 
freigegeben (postal control Metz - mail checked and released) - less than 20 mail items to Luxembourg 

registered 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.10 Censor Cancels of Als.a�e-Lorraine 

1.10.2 Censor Cancel Postal Control Strasbourg 

Alsace & Lorraine had been part of the German Empire since 1 8 7 1 .  The population was regarded as ' unreliable' as 
the areas have been conquered in the German-French war of 1 870 I 7 1 .  

Consdorf, I 0'11 Jan 1 9 16, via Luxembourg and Trier to Lausanne, censor cancel 
no. 51 of Trier, local censor cancel of Strassburg ·Geprtift und zu bcfordern 

P(ost). K(ontrolle) Strassburg (Els.)" (checked and ready for forwarding postal 
control Strassburg - Alsace) - mail to Switzerland with the local postal 

cei::asm-ship of Alsace-Lorraine is uncommon (less than five pieces registered) 

Mail to and.from Alsace 
& Lorraine received one 

censor cancel of Trier 
and again a censor 

cancellation <>fthe local 
inland censorship <?[/Ice. 

Rate - 23 P.fg, 3 f>fg. 
Printed mailer rate 
(valid as q( I"' Oct 

1902). 20 Pfg. 
registration.fee. 

�rudtfad)e. 

:;,..-

Copy - Mail to and.ft-om 
Alsace & Lorraine received 
one censor cancel qf Trier 

and again a censor 
cancellation of the local 
inland censorship <�[[ice. 

Rate - 50 Centimes., 25 
Centimes UPU feller 

rate (valid as of I'' Oct 
1907), 25 Centimes. 

registration fee. 

Strassburg, 211d Jan 1 9 1 7, forwarded via Trier to Esch-sur-Alzette, censor cancel no. 61 of 
Trier, local censor cancel of Strassburg ·GcprUft und zu befOrdern P(ost). K(ontrolle) 

Strassburg' (checked and ready for forwarding postal control Strassburg) 
- mail to or from Alsace-Lorraine is a common occurence 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence l . 1 0  Censorship in Alsace .. Lorraine 

t.10.3 Other Censor Cancels of Alsace-Lorraine 

Alsace-Lorraine had a couple of local censorship offices installed, right from the beginning of the war. The censor 
cancels are found on mail to and from Luxembourg. 

Copy - registered in 
Riemer.from Summer 

1916 until Summer 
1918 

Rate 7 !!: Pfg. postcard 
rate, tariff valid as of 

I'' Aug 1916 

Mailed in Fixheim, 1 8111 Aug 1917, via Diedenhofon, Trier, Luxembourg-City to 
Mondorf-les-Bains; violet censor cancel 'POSTOBERWACHUNGSSTELLE 

DlEDENHOFEN GEPROFT UNO FRElGEGEBEN' (Postal control Diedenhofen -
checked and released) of Diedenhofen, less than 5 strikes of this ce;isor ta�cel 'lave 

been registered, double censorship - censor cancel no. 51 of Trier, 

C. BERNHEIM & SOHNE, MULHAUSEN 

Poftfarte. 

£i-11u1 

-

Mtilhausen (Alsace), 27111 May 1915, via Diedenhofen to Luxembourg, violet censor cancel 
'MUlhausen (Els.) 1 P[ost] K[ontrolle] Geprtift und zu befOrdem' (Mtilhausen [Alsace] 1 -

checked and released) � only registered item from Alsace-Lorraine witilout Trier 
censorship and early chemical treatment by two substances 

Copy- ve1y ear�\' clouhle 
chemical censorship on 
both sides in 1915 two 

substances used 

Copy - local post control 
cancel of Miilhausen -

registered between Feb -
Aug 1915 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.10 Censorship in Alsace-bonaine 

1.10.4 Returned Mail to Alsace-Lorraine 

Returned mail is always interesting, as it shows that more clearly how censorship was executed at a certain point 
during the Great War. 

Esch-sur-Alzette, 20111 Aug 1 9 1 4, via Metz to Longwy and back again; inland censor 
cancel METZ P.K. Geproft und zu befordem one Luxembourg retour cancel, one 

German retour cancels. manuscript notation ·nicht zu ermitteln· (not to be found), boxed 
instruction cancel 'ZUROCK WEGEN UNGENOGENOER ADRESSE' (returned because of 

insufficient address - only returned mail from Luxembourg to Metz 

Rates: 20 Centimes. 
double the deficiency of 

7 ¥: Pfg � 18,75 
Centimes. rounded to 
20 Centimes; as the 
card was returned 
without payment of 

postage due, the sender 
had to pay the postage 

Copy - Esch-sur-A l=elle 
used a 'Zuriick ' ca11cellatio11 
i11 German (also registered 

in red colour}, all other 
Luxembourg towns used 
cancellations in French 

language 

Diedenhofen. 91h Nov 1 9 1 7, forwarded via Trier and Luxembourg-City to Schengen (post 
omce Remerschen), not accepted because of postage due and returned, inland censor cancel 

FREIGEGEBEN POSTOBER-WACHUNGSSTELLE DIEDENHOFEN, t\vo censor cancels no. 
611 of Trier - card was twice put through Trier 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.11 Mail to France via Switzerland 

1 . 1 1 . 1  Mail without French Censorship 

For Luxembourg citizens, the only way to keep in touch with relatives in France i s  by way of Switzerland. Cover 
addresses are used and mail is forwarded to France and vice-versa. 

Grevenmacher, 28111 Feb 1915, via Trier and Basel to Bern, instructions to 
forwarded to Paris written on the letter, censor cancellation no. 4 of Trier, 

no confirming arrival postmark of France 
- less than ten mail items registered between Luxembourg and France 

Copy The feller 
was first rated 

postage due 30 
Rappen in 

Swit:erltmd. but it 
was cancelled and 

the feller forwarded 
to Paris I France 

�tg 

�.«u hi"!.'� &ua/ ,,,,___ 

A/,A'a�,.h�� 
� 

Copy - Final address noted al the 
boll om /�fl of the le/fer. des1i11a1ion 

Paris 

Rate: 25 Centimes, UPU feller rate 
up to 20 grams. /Ori.ff valid since 

J" Oc1 1907 

Luxembourg-City, 261" Jul 1915, via Trier to Davos, forwarded to Paris in France 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 1 Censor Cancel 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 1.11  Mail to France via Switzerland 

1.1 1.2 French Censor Cancels 

Letters from Luxembourg via Switzerland to France are usually censored by the French authorities. The letters 
receive a French censorship cancellation and are closed via a scaling tape. 

Copy - French generic censor 
cancellation 

Copy- French censor cancellation 
- discovery copy! 

Rate: 25 Centimes, UPU lei/er rate 
up to 20 grams, tariff valid since 

I" Oct 1907 

�­� . f ! • 

Petange, 1 2  Oct 1915,  via Trier to Geneva, to forwarded to Collonges-sous­
Saleve, censor cancel no. 2 of Trier, French censor cancellation + numeral. 

on reverse: French sealing tape. French boxed censor cancellation ·oUVERT 
PAR L'AUTORITE MILITAIRE. 

- less than five items registered with double censorship 

Luxembourg, 2 1  '1 Ju I 1917, via Trier to Ouchy near Lausanne. forwarded to Paris, censor cancel 
no. 6rI. French sealing tape, French censor cancel OUVERT CONTROL POSTAL MILITAIRE 418 



A German Occupation Aug 191 4 - Nov 1918 2 Sealing Tapes 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 2.1 Scaling Tapes Coln-Deutz 

Closed letters to and from Luxembourg are routinely opened in Coln-Deutz, read and re-sealed with a scaling tape. 

Copy - Sealing Tape . .formerly 
used by Travelling Post q[/ice 
10 to seal damaged fellers. now 

used to re-seal closed fellers 

Bcttembourg, 3rd Nov 1 9 1 4. 
forwarded via Cologne to 
Forst; letter is opened at 

Coln-Deutz, opened under 
mil itary law - less than five 
letters with sealing tape to 

and from Luxembourg 
registered 

I 

U··bcl':" .... ...., "' , .
....

.. � �  ... ,..,��/\!le ,;i., , I 1. .J • 1,J lJ IV 

dos Viil. L: ... ... --:...�-: :J Coln. 

Militarischerseits untet· Iirieos1·echt. aeotin t. �i,i)eutz, J.��-�-19� 19L 
• �-- -- �berw<1cleun 80 Nkm 

1.:c3 v1:1. }...:·1-:-cu:· , 
(���---------....... """"'--���==-:��J 

CJln-D(1u,:�;, ........ m.� 

Luxembourg-Station, 2YJ Oct 1 9 1 4, forwarded via Cologne to Munich, censor cancel Coln-Dcutz. 
boxed instruction cancels "Surveillance office 8111 Army Corps", "Opened under mil itary law'·, scaling 

tape Kaiserliche Bahnpost 1 0  
- less than five letters with sealing tape to and from Luxembourg registered 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 2 Sealing Tapes 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 2.2 Sealing Tapes Trier 

2.2.1. Sealing Tape No. 1 

Number 
Trier no. I 

Trier no. 2 

Letters (either open or closed) are censored in Trier and are sealed with sealing tape. 

Usage Rarity Number Usage Rarity Number Usage Rarity 
Dec 1914 - Oct 1918 > 50 Trier no. 3 Jul 1915 - Sep 1916 < 25 Trier no. 5 Oct 1916 - Oct 1918 <25 

Jul 1915 - Sep 1915 < 5  Trier no. 4 Oct 1916 - Jan 1918 > 50 Trier no. 6 Sep 1918 - Nov 1918 < 5  

Sealing tape no. I. in use from 
15'" Dec 1914 - 12'" Oct 1918. 

Copy- a counter is used to 
connect letter and feller sheet 

Steinfort, l 21h Oct 1918, via Trier to 
Bale, censor cancel no. 6, counter to 
ensure letter and cover are reunited 
after censorship, sealing tape no. I ,  cut 
to save on tape - last registered usag� 

Louis  BRAHMS, Luxemburg 
'.>hon Nr. 756 - Ecke Gross- und Kapuzinerstrasse - Telephon Nr. 756 

Luxembourg, 3 1 51 May J 915, via Trier to Frankfurt, censorship cancel no. l ,  sealing tape no. I 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 

2 Sealing Tapes 
2.2 Sealing Tapes of Trier 
2.2.2 Sealing Tape No. 2 

During the first years, the censorship offices are using the stocks of sealing tapes found in local post offices. Trier 2 
is located at the train station of Trier. Without too much stock, it is one of the rarer sealing tapes in use. 

Copy- Sealing tape no. 2 is 
registered from I 0 Jul 1915 

until 13 Sep 1915. The 
remaining stock of the post 

o.f]ice in Trier was used. as with 
sealing tape no. I. Later in the 
war, the stock is used up and 

sealing tape is produced.for the 
specific military usage. As 
during the war, resources 

become scarcer, the militatJ' 
tape is cut in two. 

Schwyz, I 01h Jul 1915, via Trier to Luxembourg-City, censor cancel no. 2, instruction cancel 
Verzogert weil geschlossen aufgeliefert (delayed - closed letter), on reverse: control 

cancellation no. 3,  sealing tane no. 2 
- first registered usage / less than five pieces known 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 2 Sealing Tapes 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 2.2 Sealing Tapes Trier 

2.2.3 Scaling Tape No. 3 

This is the first specific sealing tape for the foreign censorship branch that were used in the Foreign Censorship 
Office in Trier . 

Copy - sealing tape no. 3: 
registered.from I -I Jul I 9 I 5 

until 1-1 Sep 1916. 

., .. ..,. .... 

Copy - Front of the cover. rated at 50 Centimes, 25 
Centimes.for a UPU lefler up to 20 grams and 25 

Centimes for the registration.fee 

....... �;;;;;;;:""•· .. ········'"·;;;mM .............. 'Y'i · ···""·· ··········= 
' .�.ch erfolr"' .... � rrr··:·······••ooo\,, 

. ·� I I · ··!") r -� .... - ..... � .J zu se ___ , ....... _ � 

Copy Private cancel "Nach erfolgter Priifung bitte zu 
schliessen! ' (Please close the feller after revie1i� 

....
.. = , • • • •  ·lt11 ttnler J ,, I .  1 t • 

• , .. t i (  t'  J • •• : f·fJ:>J·'(, ,. i .

. r j.'J • 1·, - .. 

Copy - Mail sent out.from banking 
houses is especial(v sensitive. 
Therefore. an inspector 1rns 

employed to check the hanking 
correspondence 

Luxembourg, I 51 Aug 1 9 1 6, via Trier to Brussels, private instruction cancel Nach erfolgter PrUfung Bitte zu 
schliessen!, censor cancel no. 5 1 1 ,  sealing tape no. 3, on reverse: Control cancel no. I ,  large cancel of the 

commissioner for banks in Belgium, less than 25 pieces registered 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 

2 Sealing Tapes 
2.2 Sealing Tapes Trier 
2.2.4 Sealing Tape No. 4 

Sealing tape no. 4 is registered between 8 Oct 1 9 1 6  and 3 1 Jan 1 9 1 8 .  Again, this sealing tape is specifically made 
for the foreign branch military censorship office in Trier. 

Copy- new type of sealing tape 
stating the militaty pwpose of 

the censorship office 

Copy - 25 Cent . .  UPU letter rate up to 20 
grams (tar{[( valid since I Oct 1907) 

I 

.. 

. , . 

. . . . 

Luxembourg, 7'" Dec 19 I 6, via Trier to Lausanne, censor cancel no. 61, 
control cancel no. I ,  sealing tape no. 4, one of the more common sealing 

tapes (more than 50 registered) 
- interestingly, there is no control cancel on the back 

� l� 
Copy - 17 � Cent., letter rate up to 
20 grams (tar{[( valid since I" Aug 

1916) 

Perle, 1 1  Jul 19 I 7, via Trier to Furth in Bavaria, censor cancel no. 6, control 
cancel no. 3, sealing tape no.4 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 2 Sealing Tapes 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 2.2 Sealing Tapes Trier 

2.2.5 Scaling Tape No. 5 

Instead of following the standard pattern of almost a quadrat form, the shape of this sealing tape is more 
rectangular, covering a wider area and including a space where the respons ible officer could s ign-off. 

� •lw K�'ltllt llH'foot 
lllb- 0 ..... .--.. , ... 1 ·tter-.J. ... � 

... ,.,,...._, !/ 
" 

Copy- again, a new type of sealing 
tape for the censorship office gets 

created - trying to replace the control 
cancels; sealing tape no. 5 is registered 

between 28'" Oct 1917 and Sep 1918; 
later in the war, the tape was cut up to 

save the valuable paper 

@\ "------- • ·1 :\ � -.· 
•. -=-- . ....... ·«'I 

.> ,,'"" 

· . 

."-t- .' ;. 
'"· ·'"·  . � .  .. {· "' .. .  · 

.. 

' 
:-"·.... � ,. · ...... � . . �·-",..•� , 

Mllltlrlsohenefts unter Krieosreoht 111 
Mlliti

.
rillhe Oberwaohungsstelle Tri 

O..rw.-Offtzier 

Luxembourg, 281h Oct 1917, via Trier to Derne in Germany, on reverse 
censor cancel no. 611, sealing tape no. 5 - uncut version; earliest registered 

usage 
- less than 25 mail items arc registered having that sealing tape 

Copy - reverse: Rote - prepayment 
<?f 50 Centimes, 25 Ce111imes. UPU 

letter rate up to 20 �rams, 2 5 
Centimes registration fee (tariff 

valid as of I'' Oct 1907) 

Mondorf-les-Bains, 1 11" Jul 1917, via Luxembourg and Trier to Delemont in 
Switzerland,censor cancel no. 6, control cancel no. 3, sealing tape no. 5 - uncut 

version 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 2 Sealing Tapes 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 2.2 Sealing Tapes of Trier 

2.2.6 Sealing Tape No. 5 - Cut in Half 

To safe scarce resources, sealing tape no. 5 has been halved at the end of the First World War. 

Geneva, 24111 Sept 
1 9 1 8, via Trier 
Luxembourg, on 
front: Censor 
cancel no. 6ll, on 
reverse: Control 
cancel no. 3 ,  
sealing tape no. 5 
- cut version, 
Registration 
dates between 
30111 Jul to 7111 Oct 
1 9 1 8  - less than 
10 mail items 

I 
r f  
I I  

I 

# ,.,, 
--.......... 

.. 

Differdange, 7111 

Oct 1 9 1 8, via 
Luxembourg and 
Trier to Munich, 
on front: Censor 
cancel no. 6IJ, 

chemical agents to 
test for hidden 
messages, on 

reverse: Control 
cancel no. 3, 

sealing tape no. 5 
- cut version, 

Registration dates 
between 30111 Jul to 

7111 Oct 1 9 1 8  



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 

2 Sealing Tapes 
2.2 Sealing Tapes Trier 
2.2.7 Sealing Tape No. 6 

The sealing tape no. 6 comes in the last weeks of the first World War, from 4 Sep - 1 5 Nov 1 9 1 8. It is an 
emergency measure as it does not include any reference to the foreign censor office in Trier. 

Copy - two mail items are 
currently registered for Trier 

with sealing tape No. 6 

Copy - letter below shows the 
acceptance o_(German milita1y 

mail just to Luxembourg border, 
only inland postage of 12 0: 

Centimes is due (tariff as of I" 
July 1918) 

Luxembourg-Limpertsberg, 1 5111 Nov 1918, via Trier to Geneva, censor cancel 
no. 6II, sealing tape no. 6 

- last registered usage of any sealing tape in Trier . 

• 

.. 

German Field Post Office, 4111 Sep 1918, via Trier to Esch-sur-Alzette, censor cancel no. 6, 
counter, regimental cancel - first registered usage of sealing tape no. 6 

Rate: Free of 
charge for active 

soldiers, regimental 
cancel to confirm 
concession, 12 0: 
Cent. postage due 
in Luxembourg. 

inland letter rate up 
to 20 grams 



( 

c 

A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 2 Sealing Tapes 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 2.2 Sealing Tapes Trier 

2.2.8 Letter with Value - Handling in Trier 

When insured fellers arrive without prior censorship at the censorship <dflce in Trier, they got opened. the cont. 
was checked and after the checking the letters were re-sealed and re-weighted. 

Copy- most leflers with value are no. 
opened in Trier. only fellers.from 

neutral countries like Luxembourg or 
Swit;erland were opened. checked, re· 

weighed and resealed. 

Rate: Mini11111111 Fee.for value below 31 
Francs: 25 Centimes, UPL /el/er rate. 

Centimes -) Trier noted after the re­
sealing 17 grams 

Luxembourg, J•d Sep 1 9 1 6  via Trier 
Basel, re-weighed and re-closed, cen: 
cancel no. SIL sealing tape no. 3, coff 

cancel no. l ,  rescaled at Trier 

Chaux-de-Fonds, 41" Nov 1 9 1 8  via Trier to Luxembourg. re-weighed and re-closed, censor cancel no. 
611, sealing tape no. 5, control cancel no. 1 ,  resealed at ·1 ricr with black wax 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 2 Sealing Tapes 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 2.3 German Empire Sealing Tapes out of Trier 

2.3.1 Sealing Tapes of Frankfurt 

In  some instances, mail from Luxembourg was erroneously sent via another German post office to a foreign 
destination. While Trier was happy with the content, the other post offices opened the letter (again). 

ofj,/kA<_ tfJ//Vtat4 -r:#.11, (/et:rn ?Y:/� 
. 
.. � 1��<-j'' #-v'. i%�7 

- ' 

Luxembourg, 4111 Aug l 9 1 5, forwarded via Trier- sent probably by error to 
Frankfurt, censor cancel no. 2 of Trier, sealing tape of Frankfurt - less than 

five letters registered with sealing tape not belonging to Trier 

Copy - sealing tape of 
the XVI!/. Army Corps, 

in use between 1915 and 
1918 

Luxembourg, 29111 

Mar 1 9 1 5, forwarded 
via Trier - sent 

probably by error to 
Frankfurt, censor 

cancel no. 2 of Trier, 
sealing tape of 

Frankfurt 

Militarischerseits 
unter Kriegsrecht getiffnet. 

UberwaohungssteUe d. xvm. A.-K. 
Frankfurt a. Main, '\It' 

x 

Copy- Sealing tape 
of the local inland 

censorship office at 
Franlfurt- tit is 
sealing tape is 

unregistered witlt 
Riemer 
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I Censorship on International Correspondence 

2 Sealing Tapes 
2.3 German Empire Sealing .Tapes out of Trier 
2.3.2 Sealing Tapes of Metz 

The mail from Luxembourg to Alsace-Lorraine sometimes is opened, censored and re-sealed. 

--= -� " � -· � 
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;:;· -· -

� C=> == 
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� -e: � 
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Luxembourcr 3n1 Dec I:>• 
1 9 1 6, via Trier, 
Diedenhofen to 

Metz, cancel no. 4 of 
Trier, sealing tape of 

Metz, instruction 
cancellation ·POST­
OBERW ACHUNGS 

STELLE DES 
GOUYERNE­

MENTS METZ' 
(postal control of the 

Metz region) 

Copy - Sealing tape 
of the local milita1y 
censorship office at 

Met:: - Riemer 
registers the sealing 
tape 011/y in 1917 I 

1918 

Larochette, 41" Dec 
1 9 1 6, forwarded 

via Trier to Metz, 
censor cancel no. 3 

of Trier, sealing 
tape of Metz -
only these two 

letters registered 
with sealing tape 

of Metz 
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2 Sealing Tapes 
2.4 Foreign Sealing Tapes 
2.4.1 Austrian Sealing Tapes 

Letters out of Austria-Hungary sometimes underwent censorship and were closed by sealing tape. 

Vienna, I t 111 Jun 
1 9 1 6, via Trier to 

Luxembourg, 
censor cancel no. 

5 1 1  of Trier, 
sealing tape of 

the Vienna 
censorship office 

DIE  GRNZE WELT 

Vienna, 1 2111 
May 1 9 1 6, via 

Trier to 
Luxembourg, 
censor cancel 

no. 5 1 1  of 
Trier. sealing 

tape of the 
Vienna 

censorship 
office - sealing 

tape is 
uncommon 

(less than five 
pieces 

registered) 

I S T  
UNSER FELD · 

ZERSTORT JEOEN SCHLECHTEN GERUCF ... ,.,..rw11-..;; 
WOHLRIECHEND IN WASCH� 
: : UNO BADEWASSERN : : 

O B E R A L L  Z U  H A B E N !  
FOR JEDEN HAUSHALT UNENTBEHR­, LieH. - KEIN PARFUM. 

I I I l!!J 
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I Censorship on International Correspondence 3.1 Instruction Cancels Used in.COln-Deutz 

During the six weel-..s of organized censorship in Coln-Deutz, only a handful of instruction cancels have been found on 
mail to and from Luxembourg. The letter shown belov. is interesting, as it made its way back and forth between 

Lu-.embourg and the German Empire before finally getting forwarded to $\\itzerland. 

Boxed .Zuriick weil geschlossen· 

Boxed . Militarischerseits unter Kriegsrecht geOffnet. Coln-Deutz: Uberwachungsoffizier' 

•• Ubo,.. ......... ". �., · " - �  ""i':' �n!Ie - ' I  \i,.-..., . ,  - •J UV 
des V-.tii. J_:_·_.:::::....c::-J Coln. 

Boxed , Uberwachungsstelle des VII. Armeekorps Coln-Deutz· 

I 

All three instruction marks of Coln-Deutz are extremely rare - of the Zuriick weil geschlossen one 
example of is registered, of the other two cancel only a handful cancels are known. 

Letter posled at Luxembourg-Station on 26'11 Oct 1 9 1 4, forwarded to Cologne, stopped by the censor office 
as lelter was closed (against regulations); letter is returned to Luxembourg and arrives on 29'11 Oct, but as 

the <;ender could not be identified, it was decided to forward the letter again to Germany on 6 Nov 
including a request to let the letter pass to Switzerland ( '  Pvlb-€/deFfc<,i,y€/p<70J1ye¥ pOUY lcvSuiM,e! in 

black crayon), on 2Jl11 No\ the letter reaches Geneva. 
Luxemburg instruction cancellation • lnconnu a Luxembourg' and Red Cross arrival cancel 
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I Censorship on International Correspondence 3.2 Instruction Cancels Trrer 

3.2.1 Control Cancel No. I 

In addition to the sealing tapes, there is a strike of a control cancel including signature of censoring officer. 

Number Usage 

Trier no. 1 Jan 1 9 1 5  - Oct 1918 
Rarity 
> 100 

MUUllrlschcraclta rmter 
Krlt'(J•reclrt llfl!J(l:u:t. 
Trlt:r, ............. 1..� • • • ...J. .. ..... 191 · 

� .-· " • ·•-.. "/Jf,..,.,..,,,.,,.,,.fl..,/11Jtl•r. 

Copy - slanted types, stop after 
'Oberwac/11mgsoffi:ier'. The.first type 
is registered between 15'1' Jan 19 I 5 

and 7'" Oct 1918. 

Copy- 25 Centimes, up to 20 grams, 
tar{ff valid as of I" Oct 1907. 

Number Usage Rarity 
Trier no. 2 Ma 1915 - Se 1917 > 100 

Number Usage 

Trier no. 3 Jan 1915 - Nov 1918 
Rarity 
> 1 00  

Wormeldange, 22"d Jun 1 9 1 5, via Trier to Geneva, censor cancel no. 2, control 
cancel no. I - more than I 00 items with the cancel are registered, private 

number cancel · 1 s 1  · of the Red Cross 

1 

.. 

Coggiola I Italy, 251" Mar 
1 9 1 5, via Switzerland 

and Trier to 
Luxembourg, censor 

cancel no. 2 ,  on reverse: 
Sealing tape no. I ,  

control cancel no. I 
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I Censorship on International Correspondence 3.2 Instruction Cancels Trier. 

3.2.2 Control Cancel No. 2 

i 

The three control cancels were in use simultaneously in Trier. 

Colmar-Berg, 5111 Apr 19 17, via Trier to Ki.isnacht in Switzerland, censor cancel no. 6l, 
sealing tape no. 4, control cancellation no. 2 - more than 50 cancels registered 

Copy -straight letters. full stop 
after ·Uberwach11ngsolfizier · 

Copy - the 2 Y:: Franc stamp of 
the Marie-Adelaide definitive 
series is a rare stamp on cover. 
less than ten mail items are 
recorded- although the letter is 
clearly philatelic, as the 
postage on a registered feller to 
the German Empire is only 37 Y:: 
Centimes - 12 Y:: Centimes + 25 
Centimes registration.fee 

Rumelange, 29111 May 1 9 1 5, via Trier to Bischweiler in Alsace-Lorraine, censor cancel no. I ,  
sealing tape no. I ,  control cancel no. 2 - against regulations, no Alsace-Lorraine censor cancel 

was applied 
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3 Instruction Cancels 
3.2 Instruction Cancels Trier 
3.2.3 Control Cancel No. 3 

Third type with straight font and stop after · Dberwachungsoffizier · , registered between 1 7  Jan 1 9 1 5  - I 0 Sep 1 9 1 8 .  

Posted "en route" 
Echternach­

Kautenbach. 1 3'11 
Sep 1916. 'via 
Trier to Bern. 

censor cancel no. 
5((, sealing tape 

no. 3, control 
cancel no. 3. 

registration of 
more than I 00 

mail pieces. 

.. 

1 M i  1 1  h1 i • Stberseits uater .k ,._,. ��rern t geoff�� tner, -..._ �19 1--�h�-C�� 

Riemer is in error. 
the control cancels 
have a much longer 
life and get used in 
parallel, they are 
NOT replacing 

each other (see I ist 
at the beginning of 

the chapter) 

EttelbrUck, I 61h Sep 
1 9 1 5. via Trier to 
Leisnig (Saxony). 
censor cancel no. 

211, sealing tape no. 
I ,  control cancel 
no. 3, more than 
I 00 mail pieces 

registered -
earliest known 

usage 
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2 Sealing Tapes 
2..t Foreign Sealing Tapes . 
2.4.2 British Sealing Tapes 

Letters from or to Luxembourg via the Netherlands to the USA were up to the entry of the USA in the Great War on 
6111 April 1 9 1 7  possible, but they were censored by the British and sometimes held until the war ended. 

J30 
J3d0 

Nev. York, 24r1t Oct 1 9 1 6, via the Netherlands and Trier to Luxembourg. censor cancel no. 61 of 
Trier. British sealing tape and sealing tape no. 4 and control cancel no. 3 of Trier 

- British scalin� tape is uncommon (less than ten pieces re�istcred) 

Rate 50 Centimes. 
15 Centimes. UPU 
letter rate for up to 

10 wams. 25 
Centimes 

registration fee. 
tar[[( valid as of 

I'' Oct 1907 

Copy - Front of the 
cover; Rate· 5 Cents 
UPU letter rate USA, 

tariff rnlid as of 
/'1 Oct 1907 

Luxembourg, 6rh Dec 1 9 1 6. mailed via Trier to Boston via the Netherlands to the USA, censor 
can\.:cllation no. 6(, British sealing tape, boxed British instruction cancel RELEASED BY THE 
BRITISH MILITARY AUTHORITY. counter, on reverse EW YORK REG'Y. DIV., the arrival 

cancel Boston sho'"S a release of this letter in September 1 9 1 9  
- less than five items registered that were held up by British censorship 
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3 Instruction Cancels 
3.2 Instruction Cancels Trier 
3.2.4 Instruction Cancel No. 1 · 

The instruction cancellation ·zuruck wegen Kriegszustand' on mail to or from Luxembourg is only very rarely 
found. Less than five mail items with this cancel are registered. 

Number 
Trier no. I 

Trier no. 2 

Usage Rarity 
Nov 1914 - Jun 1915  < 5  
Dec 1914 - Aug 1915 < 5  

Number Usage Rarity 
Trier no. 3 Nov 1 9 1 6 - Feb 1916 < 5  
Trier no. 4 Feb 1916 - Apr 1916 < 5  

Copy - 'Zuruck wegen 
Kriegszustand' (returned due to 

militaty operations), the German 
military.forbid the sending of mail 

to prevent potential sensitive 
information to leak to the enemy ­

mail is subsequently returned to the 
sender 

Number Usage 
Trier no. 5 May 1916 - Apr 1917 
Trier no. 6 Nov 1916 - Aug 1917 

Esch-sur-Alzerte, 3rd Dec 1 9 1 4, forwarded to Trier and intended for Switzerland - returned to 
sender on 1 911' Dec 1 9 1 4  sender as due to current military operations international mail was at first 

blocked and then returned; boxed instruction cancel ·zurtick wegen Kriegszustand', address 
crossed out with blue crayon 

- less than five instruction cancels registered. Discovery Copy! Unknown in Riemer for Trier 

Rarity 
< 5  

< 10 
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I Censorship on International Correspondence 3.2 Instruction Cancels Trier 

3.2.5 Returned Mail - Not Allowed 

frier used a number of instruction cancels on mail to or from Luxembourg. Most of the instruction cancels are 
uncommon. some arc only registered with a few pieces. 

Luxembourg-City, I 6111 Apr 1 9 1 5, forwarded to Trier. refused by the censor office and 
sent back, censor cancel no. 2, instruction cancellation ·Returned - Not Al lowed· 

- Discovery Copy! Unknown in Riemer for Trier 

Copy - "Zuriick Ort =um 
Verkehr mil Deutsch/and nicht 
=ugelassen ' - due to miltta1J1 

operations near the town 
Neufchateau, the.forwarding of 
mail is temporarily suspended 
- in Riemer only registered.for 

the censorship <?/]ice in 
Cologne-Deut= 

3.2.6 [nstruction Cancels Ubenvachungsstelle 

fhe following instruction cancel ·Dberwachungsstelle des VIII. Armeekorps Trier· is also not common, but the 
usage is documented between November l 9 1 6  until the end of the censorship in Trier in November l 9 1 8 .  

Copy clearly a philatelic cover. 
overpay111ent of the 1- 1': Centi111esfor a 

cm•er up to 20 grams .,. 15 Centi111e� 
registration fee the 1.05 Francs cleurly 

covers the 32 !': Centimes necessary 

Luxembourg. 26111 Jul 1 9 1 7. forwarded " ia Trier and intended for Heidelberg. 
refused and returned. on reverse: Instruction cancel Oberwachungsstelle des 

VlII. Armeekorps Trier 
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3 Instruction Cancels 
3.2 Instruction Cancels Tr_ier 
3.2.7 Mail Delay 

Discovery copy of boxed instruction cancel · Verzogert weil geschlossen aufgelieferf ("delayed - letter closed·), in 
use in the military censorship office in frier. 

Copy the instruction cancel comes 
into use in mid-1915; this instruction 

cancel is also not registered in the 
German standard reference book 
compiled by Riemer - registered 
between 8'" Jul 1915 and 20'" Sep 

1915 

1 tJI:-- J()/Jf/ wl? 

� Je1 I7f r1 ()'{-: /-if 
�;/�.__ 

Clervaux. 3rJ Mar 1 9 1 5. forwarded via Trier to Liege. censor cancellation no. 
2. instruction cancel Yerzogert weil geschlossen aufgeliefert 

- first registered usage I less than ten mail pieces registered 

t 

Copy - this is tile only registered 
letter from Greece to Luxembourg 
during the time of the First World 
War, over/ranked with 30 lepta/or 

a teller weighing up to 20 grams 
(tariff valid as qf !'' Oct 1907) 

Thessaloniki. 20111 Sep 1 9 1 5, sent overland via Romania and the Austrian-1 l ungarian 
Empire to La Sauvage in Luxembourg via Trier, censor cancellation no. 2 or Trier. 

instruction cancel Verzogert weil geschlossen aufgeliefert. sealing tape no. J 
- last registered usage 
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I Censorship on International Correspondence 3.2 Instruction Cancels Trjer 

3.2.8 Returned - Letter Closed 

The boxed instruction cancel 'ZurUck weil geschlossen' (returned - letter closed) is used when closed letters 
(forbidden according to regulation and often discussed in newspapers) were del ivered to the censorship office. 

Sometimes. the letters were opened despite the instruction marking. 

f'!2 Zuruck 1� 
well gesehl�n 

Copy - in use in the military 
censorship office in Trier. 

registered between 3''1 .\1ar 
1915 and 16'1' Dec 1917: 

Luxembourg newspapers warn 
potential letter writers to 

switch to postcards. as 
censorship usualfio is much 

faster again, tlli� i11structio11 
C{l11cel is 1101 registered i11 tile 
German Sf{l11dard reference 

compiled by Riemer 

Esch-sur-Alzette, yu Mar 1 9 1 5, forwarded via Luxembourg and Trier and returned to 
Esch-sur-Alzelte boxed instruction cancel Zuriick weil geschlossen first registered 

usage. on front: Instruction cancel Oberwachungsstelle des Vll l .  Armeekorps 
- less than ten mail pieces registered 

--

Luxembourg. 1 6  h Dec 1 9 1 7, hold up in Trier but ultimate I) forwarded to Derne near 
Dortmund censor cancel no. 61 1  or frier. smaller type of instruction cancellation 

ZurUck weil geschlossen. scaling tape no. 5 - last registered usage 
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3.2.9 Military Address - Foreign Mail 

The Luxembourg correspondence probably never became aware or the use of the following instruction cancel: 
· Auslandsbrief (foreign letter). in use in the mil itary censorship office in Trier on mail to German soldiers . 

Copy - the instruction cancel 
registered hetween 12 Apr 

19/7 and 22 Aug 1918. when 
mail addressed to actfre 

German soldien ts sent out of 
Luxembourg. colour usually 
riolet, la1er blackish violet I 

this i11struclio11 crmcel is 1101 
registered iu the German 

.�tamlard reference compiled 
by Riemer 

Franking of I 0 Cenlimes, 
postcard rate to lhe German 

Empire (tariff· rnlid as cif I Aug 
19/6) 

. . . . 

Luxembourg-City, 1 2'11 Apr 1 9 1 7, forwarded via Trier to a soldier in a field post hospital, 

censor cancel no. 61, boxed instruction cancellation Auslandsbrief - first registered usage 

Although the wording · Feldpostkarte · is used (field postcard), the regular postage had to 
be paid b) the sender. the Grand Duch) of Luxembourg was never a participant in the 

First World War. 

Luxembourg-Cit). 19'11 Apr 1 9 1 7, forwarded via Trier to a German inspector for field 
post hospitals, censor cancel no. 61 of Trier, boxed instruction cancel Auslandsbrief 
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3 Instruction Cancels 
3.2 Instruction Cancels Trier 
3.2.10 Picture not Allowed 

Mail  items, especially picture postcards are subject to harsh censorship rules. The Germans feared that spies may 
use the picture side to hide secret messages. Not totally irrational. but a real pain for the sender who got his 

postcard returned. 

Copy- The instruction 
cancel 'ZUROCK weil 

Abbi/dung unzultissig' is the 
discove1y copy (1101 in tlte 

Riemer lta11dhook); picture 
postcard are forbidden/or 

use as the picture side could 
be used to pass secret 

messages. 

Rates: JO Centimes, UPU 
postcard rate (tariff valid as 

of I'' Oct 1907) 
Mondorf, I 2'h Sep 1 9 1 7, forwarded to Trier and intended for Belgium - returned to 

sender, boxed instruction cancel 'Zurtick weil Abbildung unzulassig' and boxed 
, Oberwachungsstelle des VIII. Armeekorps' 

3.2.11 Surveillance Office VTU Army Corps Trier 

Copy The instruction 
cancel 'Oberwachungsstelle 
des V/11. Armeekorps Trier · 

is some/ imes used in 
co1111ectio11 with other 

instruction cancels; ii is 
rarely seen on mail to and 

from L1txe111bourK (Riemer 
Nov 1916 Nov 1918) 

Rates: 10 Centimes, Uf>U 
postcard rate (lariff valid as 

of I'' Oct 1907) 
Wiltz, 29'11 Nov 1 9 17, forwarded to Trier and intended for Belgium - returned to sender, 
various instruction cancels, address crossed out with red crayon, manuscript change of 

instruction cancel 'Zurtick weil Abbile1:1Ag unzulassig' to 'Zurtick weil 1/� Htit 
� unzulassig 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 3 Instruction Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 3.2 1 nstruction Cancels Trier 

3.2. 12 No Connection - Rctour 

The USA declared war to the Germany Empire and its allies when the German Empire declared unrestricted 
U-boat warfare in 1 9 1 7  and the 'Zimmennann-Telegram' became public. Mail to the USA was returned. 

Copy- 'Verzogert, weil undeutlich 
geschrieben - mehr als 2 Seiten -

verschlossen aufgeliefert - A bsender 
nicht angegeben Milittir­

Oberwachungsstelle Trier. '; pllper 
label not registere<I i11 the German 
standard reference book compiled 

by Riemer 

Switzerland, Nov 1 9 1 6, via Trier to 
Diekirch, censor cancel no. 61 of 

Trier, instruction label 'Yerzogert, 
wei l . . .  · - first registered copy -

Uo!que! - on reverse: Sealing label 
no. 4, control cancel no. l 

Verz0gert, weil 

Copy - 'Zuriick 
Keine Verbindung '; 

cancel 1wt registered 
i11 the Germll11 

stlllldllrd reference 
book compiled by 

Riemer 

Luxembourg-City, 
19'11 Feb 1 9 1 7, 

intended for the 
USA, returned, as 

war broke out. 
eensor cancel no. 6 
of Trier, instruction 

cancel ·zurtick 
Keine Yerbindung· 

- fi.-st �is��:U 
<:epy - U ique� 

3.3 Instruction Labels Trier 

undettdltk 10 ' · be •111111PP.MMi 
verschlossen auf�eliefert 

Militir·Oberwachungsstelle Trier. 
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I Censorship on International Correspondence 3.4 No Mailing Possibility Pue to War Reasons 

Mail from Luxembourg to foreign countries is sometimes completely stopped during war times. Reasons could be a 
blockade of transportation means due to the German war effort - mail was returned to the sender. Sometimes a 

delay due to secrecy of troop movements was imposed. 

Mailed at Luxembourg-Limpertsberg on 61h Jun 19 15, posted on 7•tt Jun 1 9 1 5, intended 
for the small town of Engis lez Liege is stopped before it could reach the censorship 

office at Trier and received a strike of the 'Keine 13cf6rderungsgclegenheit - ZUR0CK' 
instruction cancel, one very used 

- less than five mail items with this instruction cancel recorded 

Copy- German instruction 
cancellation 'Wegen 

Kriegstzustand zuriick' and 
initials 

Rate: As the card was 
intended to go via German 

military mail. the 5 
Centimes pre-payment was 

superfluous 

Copy - German instruction 
ca11cellatio11 'Keine 

Beforderungsgelegenheit -
ZUROCK' first registration 
date of 2"1 Aug 191./, known 
in various.forms and colors 

Rate: JO Centimes, UPU 
postcard rate; tariff valid 

as of 1'1 Oct 1907 

Mailed at Luxembourg-City, 31111 Aug 19 14, instructed to go via German mil itary mail 
to Virton in Belgium, card received cancel Wegen Kriegstzustand zurUck and was 

returned to the sender - less than five mail items registered 
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During the first weeks and months of the German occupation of Belgium, international mail between the "General 
Government" was not possible. The Belgian people tried all kinds of possible ways to get mail to their loved ones. 

Brussels, l S'h Oct 1 9 1 4, picture stationery inspected by the military control of Brussels -
as mail and found the card inadmissible, as mail to Luxembourg was only allowed 
starting with I st Jan 1 9 1 5, the sender could not be found (boxed instruction cancel 

"Empfanger in Briissel in ermittelbar" - as the postal blockade was l ifted a few weeks 
later, the card was finally delivered - unique combination! 

Copy - The ·un=uliissig 
zuruck ' cancel was used, as 

mail.from Belgium to 
Luxembourg not allowed on 

15'" 0ct 1914 - /ater the 
postal statione1J1 was 

deUvered to Kahler, as 
pro,·en by censor 

cancellation no. 2 of Trier 

Below: Ncufchateau I 
Belgium, privately 

forwarded to Luxembourg. 
22'11 Nov 1 9 1 4. via 

Cologne and Bale to 
Geneva, the letter was 

intended for the Red Cross 
- accepted as prisoner of 
war correspondence ('T" 

crossed out) - uniqm.� 
cover! 
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Usually, mail was returned for military reasons. But there arc instances, when mail between two countries was not 
allowed or censorship intervened and returned an item. 

43 

Rosenberg, 14'11 Oct 1 9 1 5, 
intended to go via mil itary 

mail to Schiftlange but 
stopped, no regimental 

cancel to confirm military 
franchise, German 
instruction cancel 

ZUROCK weil Abbildung 
unzulassig (picture 

postcard not admissible) 

.-

"00ooo0WJl lJ CI{ 
;-rr•fl Alli.Jjltl�1;·ii\1�1�:," 
Copy- The 'ZUROCK weil 

Abbi/dung mz=ultissig · 

(picture postcard not 
admissible) cancellations are 
different in size, as they were 

custom-made in various 
postal cofllrol centers 

Till-Moyland, 1 911> May 
1 9 1 5, picture postcard 

inspected at the Cleve Postal 
Control and returned to 

sender, CLEVE P.K ge�rQft 
1:1Ael z1:1 berorelerA + ZUROCK 

weil Abbildung unzulassig 

Braunschwcig, 1 41" Oct 
1 9 1 5, intended to go via 
mil itary mail to Mamer 

but stopped, no 
regimental cancel to 

confirm military 
franchise, soldier was part 

of occupation force in 
Luxembourg, boxed 

German instruction cancel 
ZURUCK weil Abbildung 

unzulassig (picture 
postcard not admissible) 
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3.7.1 Chemical Treatment of Postcards 

During 1 9 1 8, mail to and from Luxembourg was routinely tested for secret messages by various chemical 
substances that have left their traces on the mail. Chemical testing can be found on mail before 1 9 1 8, but only on 

very rare occasions. 

l 
Echternach, 261h Aug 1 9 1 8, forwarded via Trier to Neuhaus in Austria censor cancel no. 
6H of Trier, censor cancels of Austria, initials in crayon, chemical censorship in Trier, 
more than I 00 items (mainly postcards or postal stationery) with chemical censorship 

registered to the German Empire. only a handful to other destinations 

Rates: 10 Centimes, 
Bilateral Treaty between 
Luxembourg - Germany. 

postcard rate (tariff valid as 
of I" Aug 1916) 

:-II. c r6V l'lt rt«l'n� 
Dane St 1h. 11t nur (u 

11 nt A J'adre 
aae butuu111• 

Copy- The chemicals used 
were litmus, bromothymol blue 
or phenolphthalein (the latter 
only shows a colour change 
when an alkaline solution is 

added). The chemicals showed 
a reaction. when an "invisible 
ink" was used to hide sensible 

il?formation. 

Esch-sur-Alzette, 27111 Oct 1 9 1 8, forwarded via Trier to Bad Kreuznach, censor cancel no. 
611  of' Trier, chemical censorship by a sweep of a substance to detect secret messages in 

Trier - less than 25 mail items with chemical censorship registered 
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3. 7 .2 Chemical Treatment of Letters 

Usually, the main communication medium arc postcards. Letters arc much more uncommon. To find a letter with 
content that received chemical treatment and that was re-united with the cover is probably unique. 

Rate: 12 � Cent 
postage due. 

inland /el/er rate 
(tar[ff valid 
since I'' Jul 

1918) -) 
Luxembourg 
accepted the 

111ilita1y 

franchise up to 
German border 
on military mail 

and only 
charged the 

inland /el/er rate 
due (no penalty) 

Copy - The paginier stamp was used on the lefter and the cover to reunite after the chemical treatment and the 
censorship. 

1 1 

� 0 3 1  

� 8 3 1 

German field post office, in Nov 1 9 1 8. forwarded via Trier to Esch-sur-Alzette, censor cancel no. 
611 of Trier, chemical censorship in Trier, on both the letter and the cover received a so-called 

"paginier stamp", a numbered cancel to ensure that the right letter and the right cover are reunited 
after the censorship -

the combination of the cover and le(t�l."' are unique! 
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I Censorship on International Correspondence 3.10 Foreign Censor Cancels. 

Mail to and from foreign countries are likely to get censored, too. 

Rate: 25 Stotinka, 
singled rate UPU 

letter, tariff valid as 
of /SI Oct 1907 

Sophia, 24'" Oct 
1 9  L 7, via Austria­
Hungary and Trier 
to Luxembourg, 
Bulgarian censor 
cancel of Sophia, 

Trier censor 
cancel no. 611  

-only registered 
piece of mail 

from Bulgaria 
during the Great 

War 

.• . ..  

. . I . 

............................................................................. H ... E .... R ... �N ...................................... ............ ........................................ . 

· ··· · ············· ···························································· 

.. 

Posted at the 
Noerdange­

Martelange small 
gauge train, 5'" 
Aug 1 9  L 7, via 

Trier and 
Emmerich to 
Hulst in the 

Netherlands, 
censor cancel no. 
61, Dutch censor 

cancel - less than 
five mail items 

registered to the 
Netherlands 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 3. Instructions Cancels 
3.11 Censorship on Parcels I Censorship on International Correspondence 

The censorship of  civilian parcels to and from Luxembourg must have taken place. But where and when is difficult 
to say as examples of real parcels are non-existing to my knowledge and parcel cards itself are exceedingly rare. 
The parcel card below is the only registered civilian card to a foreign country during the timeframe of the First 

World War. 

-. 
•. cl"adtt port. ..... ;�--ia..'\'-... . 

'=<':"": 

Copy - no censorship cancellations or instructions 
marks visible 

Rate: 3.07 V: Francs, 1.90 Francs/or parcels weighing between 5 and IO kg, insurance fee for the value o/250 
Francs 0.15 Francs, 50% surcharge/or bulky or difficult to handle items 1.02 V: Francs 

COUPON. embourg-ville 
:c:zp:-11 

Poids __ _ Gr. Acheminement.-. 
•m1"t 1:eitbet11ted LLFR�f 

Luxembourg-City. 3rd May 1 9 1 5, via Luxembourg-Station via train to Strasbourg and Bale to Geneva in 
Switzerland; apart from the green customs cancellations stating that there were not customs on the 

parcels content, no obvious censor cancellation or censor measure visible 
- only civilian parcel card to a foreign country registered 
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A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 

Sealing tape was used in the censorship office in Trier on fellers with declared value that have not undergone a 
thorough search when posted. The letters were re-opened. searched. and closed with sealing tape. Wax seals lrere 
put over the sealing tape and the letters were weighed again. as weight changed due to the wax. The new weight 

and the place where the notation was applied was regularly noted. 

Geneva, 7'11 Jun 1 9 16,  forwarded via Trier to 
Luxembourg, Trier censor cancellation no. 511 -
opened at Trier and re-scaled with sealing tape 
no. 4, on the back control cancel no. 3,  sealing 

tape received to new wax seals- less than fifteen 
value letters rcgistcr·cd that were opened at 

Trier 

Copy: Was seal of the censorship 
of/Ice in Trier 

Marienheide, 1 5'11 Jun 1 9 1  7. forwarded via Trier 
to Luxembourg, Trier censor cancellation no. 61 
- the value letter opened at Trier, a sealing tape 

and the control cancel were applied and the 
letter was closed with black. wax again 

• 

Rate: 65 Rappe11. 25 
Rappe11. feller up to 10 
grams ('18 · 1rrit1e11 at 
the left lower comer) . 

./0 Rappe11 111i11i11111111 
.fee.for the value 

amount of 300 Francs. 
tariff valid as off!'' Oct 
1907 -7 notation (}(fhe 

new weight of U grams 
al the leji 



5 
10 
at 

'), 
?I 

3 Instruction Cancels 
3.8 Scaling Tape 
3.8.2 Value Letters - Opened at Censorship Office 

Luxembourg, 3 1  '1 May 191  S. forwarded via Trier to Dresden, Trier censor cancellation no. l - opened at Trier and re­
sealed with sealing tape no. I ,  on the back control cancel no. I ,  scaling tape received to new wax seals- sole known use 

of a solo 62 Yz Centimes usage on a letter with declared value 

Rate: 62 l6 Centimes. 25 Centimes. feller 
hetween 20 and up to 250 grams ('Trier 205 � 

gr. · written at the right in black ink). 35 
Centimes minimum fee for the value amount of 
up to 300 Francs ... tar(ff valid as off I'' Oct 1902 

-7 as the letter arrived damaged at the 
Dresden postal ojjlce. it was re-sealed again 
with sealing tape and wax seals were placed 
over the damaged area - sole letter recorded • 

that was twice sealed by Germall military am! 
postal administratioll 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 3 Instructions Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 3.13 Retreat and Stop of Censorships 

When armistice finally was announced on 1 1  •h November 1918, the German troops at the Western front had only 
fifteen days to retreat behind the river Rhein. Some letters out of Luxembourg a known written by German soldiers 

on their way home to their loved ones. 

Rate: 1 7  V: Centimes, with 22 V: 
Centimes overfranked le/fer for up to 
20 grams (tar{ff valid since I'' Aug 

1916) 

... 

5el"poff bri�f 

Grosbous, 17'" Nov 1 9 1 8, via Trier to Hannover. the censorship office of Trier 
had already stopped the censorship of mail to or from Luxembourg 

- less than 25 pieces of mail from German soldiers out of Luxembourg arc 
registered 

;\ 
Au 

CARTE POSTALE. 

Grundhof, 20'11 Nov 1918, via Trier to Hamburg, written and posted by a German soldier on 
his way to the German Empire and his family at the small train station of Grundhof 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.1 Military Mail 
1.1.1 Military Mail via Luxembourg Post Offices 

When the full-scale invasion of Luxembowg started on 211d August 1914. the post offices are immediately targeted 
and occupied to cut this vital line of information. As the German.field post offices could not be moved so.fast 

towards the front, the German soldiers used the Luxembourg post offices to mail to their loved ones. 

Copy - the date of 3n1 
August 1914 is the first 
date registered of mail 

- either sent by 
soldiers or civilians -

during the German 
invasion of 

Luxembourg 

Rates: Free of charge 
for active soldiers, no 
postal due charge by 
the Luxembourg post 

office 

Luxembourg, 3rd Aug 1914- earliest registered mail sent via Luxembourg post 
office. forwarded by German military mail to Oberellen, no regimental cancellation to 

confirm the mil itary franchise rate 
- less than fifteen mail items registered 

� 0: ;; 
� 
. u 

� 
� :: = 
" . :; 
:l 

Luxembourg, 81" Aug 1 9 1 4, forwarded by German military mail to Frondorf near Siegen, 
no regimental cancellation to confirm concession - one of the earliest mail items 

registered from Luxembourg - less than fifteen mail items registered 



'• . 

A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 

Especially commercial bank5 were not too happy {(somebody opens the insured letter and has a close look at the 
contents. Usually, they were using the local bank surveillance department, had the content checked and sealed Lhe 

letter with wax in front of the <?fflcet: The bank surveillance department confirmed the procedure with their cancels. 
The foreign censorship office in. Trier is not.forced lo open the insured fetter again. 

JNTBRNATIONALB j3ANK IM _J.,uxBMBuae- Rate: ./7 ': Ce111imes. 
12 ': Centimes. feller 
up to 20 �rams (' 19  · 

Luxembourg-City, 151 May I 9 1 6, forwarded via 
Trier to Coblenz, Trier censor cancellation no. 5II 
- no visible censorship of the content took place. 
maybe because the sender is a highly reputable 
Luxembourg bank - more than ten value letters 
from Luxembourg register·ed 

Copy: Censorship cancellation XVII I. Army 
corps in Frankfurt 

Frankfurt, 271" Apr 1 9  I 8, forwarded via Trier to 
Luxembourg, Trier censor cancellation no. 6II - the 
value letter was handed over open to the censor 
department in the Berlin post office - highest 
bow franking with 1.20 Mark registered 

wrillen al the leji 
upper comer). 3 5 

Centimes mi11im11111 
fee.for the value 

a111011111 <f300 
Francs, tartff'valid as 

o[( I'' Oct 1 901 

a.,.. / • ,, . . / 

\ ert �, . ./ 

""�\ Cf:M . �Qt:_::·-

'/ 

,• ,• 



es, 
er 

(/.\' 

Rate: 65 Centimes, ../0 
Centimes, letter ahove 
20 grams. 25 Centimes 

minimum fee for the 
value a11101;nt of JOO 

Francs, tariff valid as 
of I'' Oct 1907 

mbert & Co. 
lJiXEmttaUR! 

. " 

3 Instruction Cancels 
3.9 Letters with Declared Value 
3.9.1 Letters Handed at Sending Postal Office 

Neue Adresse: Luxemburg ,Wsef-Str� �r J... CHARLES DUMONT ·:· Patent�Anwalt ·:-8apcllen•LUXenunirg 

.. 

Luxembourg-City, l 81hJun 1 9 1 7, forwarded via 
Trier and Bale to Zurich, Trier censor cancellation 
no. 6 1 - no visible censorship of the content took 
place - more than ten value lett�rs from 
Luxembourg registered 

Rate: 1.20 Mark - 0,25 Mark letter rate in the 2'k1 weight 
echelon between 20 and up to 2 50 grams (notation '180' 
in upper left corner.for the value of the feller of 2,000 
Marks 0.95 Marks 7 more than 75 km away 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.1 Military Mail 
1.1.3 Usage of Luxembourg Offices in Later Years 

Although the F;eld Post Station No I is established at the end o.f August 1 9 1 4. German soldiers were still using the 
Luxembourg post offices in later years although much less.

f
requently. The Luxembourg postal administration seems 

to have accepted the soldier 'sfi-anchise. although.fully franked mail labelled as "FeLdpo.st" is known. 

t/ -

/M � 

"l .,. 

t" 
" 
0 

,D � 

.. .., 
., 
"' 

t 

� 
s �"'-'-''=-"'��=�c;:;_����r 0 
..., 0. 

Copy - Fully franked 
card - header 

"Feldpost", addressee in 
Lachendo1f I Germany 

Rare: 5 Centimes, 
postcard rare as of I" Oct 

1902 

Luxembourg, 7111 Feb 1 9 1 5, forwarded by German military mail to Lachendorf, no 
regimental cancellation to confirm concession - as military mail usually was not subject 

to civilian censorship, there is no Trier censor cancel 

Rate: Military franchise 
accepted by the 

Luxembourg post office 
(no stamp on recto of 

picture postcard) 

- less than ten mail items registered 

Luxembourg, I 0111 Jan 1 9 1 7, forwarded to Trier and then by German military mail to 
Frankfu1t I Main, regimental cancel is missing to confirm concession, censor cancel no. 61  

of Trier - less than ten mail items registered 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.2 German Offices in Luxembourg 
1.2.1 German Field Post Offices in August 1914 

To enable a line of communicaNon with their families at home, mobile.field post offices are part of the divisions. A 
few days after the first German soldiers arrive in Luxembourg, the mobile post offices are established. While mail 

via Luxembourg post offices has no 'Brie.fstempel ' (regimental or divisional cancellation), military mail via 
German field post offices usually does have these cancels. 

Luxembourg, 13th Aug 1 9 1 4, 
forwarded by German 

military mail to Niesenheim, 
regimental cancel to confirm 
mil itary franchise - less than 
50 mail items via German 
military mail installations 
during the first month of 

campaign registered 

: 

/, Copy- The.first German military 
post office operating in 

Luxembourg was the 16'" lnfantly 
Division on 6'11 Aug 1914 

Written in Luxembourg on 7th 

Aug 1 9 1 4, forwarded by 
German military mail on st1• 
Aug 1 9 1 4  to Koln-Mi.ilheim, 

Rate: All postcards shown 
fall under military franchise 

-free of charge of active 
soldiers 

Luxembourg, 1 4th Aug 
1 9 1 4, forwarded by 

German military mail to 
Frankfurt I Main, 

regimental cancel to 
confinn military franchise 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 3 Instruction Cancels 
I Censorship on International Correspondence 3.8 Bank & Insurance Censorship 

Letters from insurance companies and bank were handed over to special bank mail surveillance offices. 

Brussels, 7111 Nov 1 9 1 7, via Trier to Luxembourg-City, forwarded to 
I lecklingen, censor cancellation no. 611 l nhalt GeprUfl (conlent checked) 

- more than 25 banking letters with censorshit> registered 

In�t. GeprUft� 
t•· ·�!!....o. "'- Handel und G ' 
,. W":J ":!" rf t,,ei llom Cenoral�ouverneur In · 

\' cr::!:hcl'llllgerefnt � . 3 0 0KT.1017� 
Copy- Bank censorship 
cancellation in Brussels 

Rate: 50 Centimes, UPU feller rate 
up to 20 grams and 25 Centimes 
registration fee, tariff valid since 

I" Oct 1907 

WUrttemtiergische Bankanstalt vormals Pflaum & Co., Stuttgart. 

Rate: 35 Pfg, 15 
Pfg /el/er rate for 

up to 20 grams, 20 
Pfg registration 
fee, tariff valid 

since, I" Oct 1907 

Einschreiben. 

Stuttgart, I 31" Jul 1 9 1 7. via Trier to Luxembourg-City, Auslandstelle 1 3  JUL. 1 9 1 7  Stuttgart 
censor cancel no. 61 of Trier. local censor cancellation Stuttgart geprUft und freigegcbcn 



1 Outgoing Military Mail A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II  German Military Mail 1.2 German Offices in Luxembourg 

1.2.2 German Field Post in Second Half August 1914 

While the.first German divisions have left already to occup y Belgium and Northern France. a steady stream <?l 
fresh troop s entered Luxembourg to.follow and reinforce the advancing armies. They bring more mobile.field p ost 

o,ffices with them while the first milita1y mail <�ffices have already le.ft the count1y. 

' (fr '{  

Written in Luxembourg on 1 51" Aug 1 9 1 4  and mailed on 1 6111 Aug 1 9 1 4  to Kclkheim I 
Taunus, regimental cancel is missing 

- more than fifty military mail items are registered out of Luxembourg by German 
soldiers 

Carte -postale - Postkarte 
Grand-Duche de Ll(llembourg <.iroBherzogtum Luxemburg 

2502 

Luxembourg, 26111 Aug 1914, forwarded by German military mail to Chcmnitz / 
Saxony. regimental cancel to confirm military franchise 

more than fifty mail items are registered 

� S:ll. ___, 

fO. C.cf. P .N� 8 
Copy - The "S. 8. " is 
the abbreviation of 

"Soldatenhrie.f' 
(soldiers letter}, 

con.firming the right cf 
the sender to use the 
military.fiw1chise as 
active soldier.for his 
fellers and postcards 

Rate: Militwy 
.franchise .free of 

charge of active 
soldiers, co1?/ir111ed hy 

regimental cancels 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.2 German Offices in Luxembourg 
1.2.3 German Field Post Co-operation Luxembourg 

This is the discovery copy of mail.from Luxembourg during the.first month ofAugust 1914 that shows the close co­
operation between the neutral Luxembourg post office and German.field post installations. Currently only this card 

is in my regist1y. 

Picture side of the postcard shows the one of the two train stations in 
Wasserbillig. Wasserbillig is an important train hub and borders to Germany. 

It was essential that the German Empire took possession of it early in the 
Great Wm: 

Luxembourg City, written on 8111 Aug 1 9 14, handed over to the German field post of the 
l 6111 Infantry Divison on 9'11 August 1 9 1 4  to a field hospital in Cologne, the usual 

regimental cancel is missing 
- discovery copy of the co-operation between the Luxembourg City post office and 

a German field post office, until this day unique 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.2 German Offices in Luxembourg 
1.2.4 German Field Post "Grosses Hauptquartier" 

Starting on 30'h Aug 191-1, the Jmper;al Headquarter moves to Luxembourg. The German emperor invited 
Grand-Duchess Marie-Adelaide to at least one dinner. an invitation eyed suspiciously by most of the 

Luxembourgish population. On 251h Sep 1914. the headquarter is moved to Charleville-Mezieres. 

Copy - The 
cancellation 

''K.D. FELD-POSTAMT 
GROSSES 

HAUPTQUARTIER ". 
possible beMeen 30'" 
Aug- 25'11 Sep 1914 

.. " ., :a IJ,.I. 

l� 

� :.��� .; I -
Grand-Duche de Luxembourg, - Grossherzogthum Luxemburg, 

- POSTKARTE. 

.... 

Luxembourg, 1 4th Sep 1 9  l 4, sent by military mail to Potsdam, regimental cancel 
- less than ten mail items registered during the tenure of the Imperial Headquarter 

in Luxembourg 

� � ,  
········· ·-······ ...... ······························ ················ 

)� .. . . ..... . .  . 

Luxembourg, 23th Sep 1 914, sent by military mail to Hamburg, no regimental cance l­
less than ten mail items registered during the tenure o f  the Imperial Headquarter 

in Luxembourg 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II  German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.3 Field Post Office No. 1 . 

1.3.3 Double Ring Cancel with Bridge No. J - State I 

A more modern type of cancel replaced the single ring cancel that dated back to the 19'" century. For almost two 
years the cancellation saw service, but the replaced cancel remained in reserve and was used for registered mail 

� 
Luxembourg. r 

Le Pont Adolphe. Die Adolphbriicke. 

and parcels. 

Luxembourg, 22nc1 Jul 1 9 1 5, forwarded by German military mail to Koln, one of the first 
specific regimental cancels mentioning Luxembourg to confirm the military franchise 

- less than 50 mail items registered - earliest registered usage 

Rate: Milita1y 
franchise - no charge 

to addressee 

Copy - The 
replacement of the old 

cancellation 
"K.D. FELD­

POSTST ATION N9 1 .  ". 

is registered befll'een 
2211<1 Jul 1915 - J 4'" 

Feb 1917 

Rate: Military 
franchise - 110 charge 

to addressee 

J 

Luxembourg, 22 Jul 1 9 1 5, forwarded by German military mail to Koln, regimental 
cancel to confirm the mil itary franchise - less than 50 mail items registered 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.3 Field Post Office No. 1 . 
1.3.4 Double Ring Cancel No. 2 - State II 

In a bid to hide the identity of the.field post office of the armed.forces. the ident(fying no. of the.field post office is 
scraped by a general order. starting on 15111 Feb 1917. 

Copy- The ident{fiying 
number of the Field Post 
Office No. I is scraped 
of, alter cancellation 

registered bellveen 15'11 
Feb 1917 I'' Nov 1918 

Rate: Mili1ary 
franchise - no charge 

10 addressee 

Luxembourg, 27'" Feb 1 9 1 8, forwarded by German mil itary mail to Kirchdorf near 
Aurich, regimental cancel to confirm the military franchise 

Rate: Military 
franchise - no charge 

to addressee 

- less than 25 items registered 

t <. ''!. 

!� S? 
.,,_ .. CQ " ... 

-;; 

� c: 0 � " 
0 � C) 

.... 
0 

.c c: 
-<: .. ex;> 

¥!, rl � " .., 
e .. ,.,.JG .. " 

...J 

.: .. ... " 
.c 71 v Ill 
u 
Q; 
0 0 ... 

Posted in Luxembourg on 1 7'" Oct 1 9 1 8, forwarded by German and Austrian military 
mail to Vienna I Austria. no regimental cancel no Austrian and German censorship 

cancels - only mail item sent by military mail from Luxembourg to Austria 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

Seeing the postal stationery used by the German soldiers asforrns to write home. even German and Luxembourgish 
postal stationery was used. The prepaid postage was not necessary, as the mail ultimately was tran�ferred.free of 

charge for the sender.from Luxembourg post offices to German.field post. 

Grand-Duthe de Luxembourg. - Gr 

� 
� ... 
-l! j 1 t 
� A 
I An ! 

� 

l 
::!: . 9 

.� 
" 
� 

w .. � a § 
� . w .. . i .. 

Remich, 13111 Aug 19 14, forwarded by German military mail to Dom­
Assenheim near Friedberg / 1 lcsse, no regimental cancellation to confinn the 
military franchise - against UPU regulations - less than fifteen mail items 

Rate: Free of charge for ac1ive soldiers, no pos1a/ due charge by /he 
Luxembourg pos1a/ adminis1ralio11 

� i 
I 
! � � -!!. 

== . .; 

\ h 

Junglinster, 141h Aug 1 9 1 4, forwarded by German mil itary mail to Miilldorf I Siegburg, 
no regimental cancellation to confirm concession - early mail items registered from a 

Luxembourg post offices - Jess than fifteen mail items registered 

' 
- i ... 

Copy - luxembourgisli 
pos1a/ s1atio11e1:v 

A 
An 

Grand-Duche de Luxembourf 

CARTE POSTA 



.. gish 

� of 

h 

Lorentzweiler, 14111 Aug 
19 14, forwarded by 

German mil itary mail to 
Darmstadt I I lcsse, no 

regimental cancellation 
to confirm the military 

franchise - against UPU 
regulations - less than 

fifteen letters and 
cards registered via 

Luxembourg post 
offices 

Roodt I Syr, I I 111 Aug 
19 14, forwarded by 

German mil itary mail to 
Bremen, no regimental 
cancellation to confirm 
concession - early mail 
items registered from a 

Luxembourg post oflices 
- less than fifteen mail 

items registered 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.1 Military Mail 
1.1.2 Military Mail via Other Luxembom·g Offices 

Posted at the small hamlet of Wallendorf, 91h Aug 19 14, forwarded by 
German milita1y mail to Cologne, no regimental cancellation to confirm 
concession - this postal stationery is proof, that German soldiers used all 
kinds of paper to send a message about their wellbeing to their loved ones 

vi__. _ _ _ _  :�,v/i, 
;) 

..... t!J;t � 
�f Jll 

r ''JK. / 'I  
..._ 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.3 Field Post Office No. 1 . .  
1.3.5 Private Mail via Field Post Office No. 1 

In the south and the south-west of Luxembourg and in the bordering region of Lorraine, where important iron 
ore mines and steel and iron industry. As these industries have been vel'y important for the German war ef

f
ort, 

they proprietors were granted with a franchise privilege concerning the use o.f German military mail. Private 
mail via the Field Post Station no. I is quite unusual. 

Copy-Manuscript writing 'Feldpost' to mark the milit01y 
franchise and the ensure that the letter got transported free of 

charge by the milita1y mail- one obvious advantage of this 
transportation method was the reach: milita1y mail could go 

to areas normally block.edfor civilian mail. 

Written in Diedenhofen I Lorraine, then belonging to the German Empire, posted in Luxembourg, 
l 21h Dec 1 9 1 6, forwarded by German military mail via Trier to Athus in Belgium free of charge 

mil itary mail to private companies essential to the German war effort, Trier censor cancel no. 61  -
less than five private mail items are registered with the Field Post Office no. 1 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 -Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
J .3 Field Post Office No. 1 
1.3.6 Postal Seal 

The use of the postal seal of afield post station on actual mail is a real rarity. While less than.five strikes of the 
negative seal. the card below is the only strike on a piece of mail. 

Copy - The postal seal 
is very rarely 

encountered on 
military mail its 
significance is not 

revealed 

Rate: Mili101y 
franchise - no charge 

to addressee 

l 

Luxembourg, 1 2'11 Jun 1 9 1 5, forwarded by German military mail to Sayn near Coblenz, 
no regimental cancellation to confirm concession. negative postal seal llfllllf] 

P<>S I S  I \ 1 10\ :\" I 
- only registered postal seal on a piece of mail 

0 � 
� 
l . � ., t> # ,. : .. 3 
a � 
§ :ii 

� . !! g .. 
i s 
j 
� 

I 
Modern two ring cancel K.D. Feldpoststation * Nr. I * replacing the old single ring 

cancel K.D.FELD POSTSTA TION Ni:! I strike of the )ative{;al seal of Field Post 
Station No. I llfllllijkii..i .. icitA.'1 I 



A German Occupation Aug 1 9 1 4 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
l.2 German Offices in Luxembourg 
l .2.5 German Military Mail - Regimental Cancels 

Sometimes military mail was not cancelled by a.field post office but handed over directly to the militmy mail 
service. This could have several reasons: Usually. there was no direct access to afield post office and mail was 

simply given to the postal staff or it was.forgotten to cancel the mail. To be sure that a piece of mail was written in 
Luxembourg, the town must be noted. 

-��---········ Jf[b.· J.�i 
�'1� 

Luxembourg, 24111 Aug 1 914, forwarded by German mil itary mail to Frankf'utt 
regimental cancel of a field cou1t or the l 8111 army corps - in this case a mobile court 

- less than ten mail items with regimental cancels are registered 

Copy The regimental 
cancellation usual�r 
contained the exact 

type <?(which kind of 
troops are meant and 

the Prussian eagle 

Rate: Free of charge 
for acti1•e soldiers. 

· -·-··-·········; 
•••n ••• •••••••••••••••! 

COt!/irmed by 
regimental cancel 

Written in the small town of Wecker on 20111 Dec 1 9  l 4, forwarded by German military 
mail to Frechen, regimental cancel of a so-called 'Landsturm' regiment, stationed in 
Luxembourg- these soldiers were deemed too old for active duty at the front lines 



1 Outgoing Military Mail A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 1.3 Field Post Office No. 1 . . 

1.3.1 Single Ring Cancel No. 1 - State I 

At the end o.f August I 9 I 4, the Imperial Field Post Office No I became a permanent establishment at the 
Luxembourg train station. Two distinct cancel types are used, both underwent changes during their lifetime. The 

field post station was closed with the end of the war in November 19 I 8. 

Number 
FPONo. 1 1  
FPO No. 21 

Usage Rarity 
Aug 1914 - Jul 1915 > 50 
Jul 1915 - Feb 1917 > 50 

$£� ��___.., .. � 

. " 
f 
3 
� ·  ; ,, 

Number Usage 
FPO No. l l l  Aug 1916 - Jun 1918  
FPO No. 2ll Feb 1917 - Nov 1918 

Luxembourg, 3 15' Aug 1 9 14, forwarded by German military mail to Koln-Mi.ilheim 
no regimental cancellation to confirm military franchise, received five days later as per 

manuscript notation - more than 50 pieces of mail registered 

Luxembourg, 3rd Jul 1 9 1 5, 
forwarded by German 
mil itary mail to Koln­
Ehrenfeld, regimental 

cancellation to confirm 
concession rate, instruction 

cancel Aus militiirischen 
Grunden verzogert (delayed 

due to military reasons) -
last registered usage of K.D. 

FELD-POSTSTATION NB 1 

cancel in state 1 

' 
Luxembourg. 

La nouvelle Oare. - Der Neue Bahnhof. 
(Links oben: Der Fiirs tenpavillon.) 

Jt ,0 ?  

Rarity 
< 10 
< 25 

Copy - The 
cancel lat ion 
'"K.D. FELD-

POSTSTATION NB 1 .  ", 
registered between 301" 
Aug- J'd .Jul 1915.for 

state I 

85650 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.3 Field Post Station No. 1 
1 .3.9 Mail to Belgium - before Officially Allowed 

In rare instances private mail is forwarded by the Field Post Station No. 1 - usually for companies with important 
business that helps and enables the German war effort. The letter is.fully franked with German postal stamps and it 
shows no signs of censorship. As a postal relation with the cities o.lBrussels and Verviers was o.fficially opened on 

1s1 January 1915, the military mail was the only option to for a contact with a correspondent in Belgium. 

Private Bank Werling Lambert & Co. 

Rate: 20 Pfg. - German UPU rate prepaid. tariff valid as of I'' Oct 1907 

WERLING LAM.BERT & C0 
LUXEMBOURG. 

Luxembourg, 1 211i Dec 19 14, forwarded by German military mail to Brussels in Belgium 
- only registe1·ed fully franked letter by a private person or company! 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

2 Incoming Military Mail 
2.1 Military Mail - German Offices 
2.1.1 Direct Routing to Field f>ost Offices No. t 

In rare instances, mail was directly routed via the miliL01y mail stream lo the German Field Post Office No 1 al the 
Luxembourg train station. 

Copy The cancel 
'Zentral=Polizeistelle 
Luxemburg' was most 
probably put on the 

postcard in Luxembourg 
and not in Oberhofen 

Rate: Free of charge 
for active soldiers -

mail ne1·er le.ft the 
milita1y mail stream 

Oberhofen (Alsace), 71" Nov 1 9 1 7, forwarded by German military mail to Field Post 
Station no. I .  official business, red I lagenau censor cancel, arrival marking of the 

German police in Luxembourg 
- less than five mail items are registered 

Copy- cancellation of 
the FELDPOST MIL. 

MISS. 
KONST ANTJNOPEL 

Rate: As of I" Jul 1918. 
the inland postcard rate 
rises to 7 � Centimes -

as there are no 7 � 
Centimes poslaRe due 

stamps, the addressee is 
charged with I 0 Centimes 

Constantinopel, 2 I '1 Aug 1 9 1 8, forwarded via German Field Post Station no. I ,  handed 
over to the Luxembourg postal service for final delivery - only register<>:d mail from 

the GeR"man Military Mission in Turkey 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

2 Incoming Military Mail 
2.1 Military Mail - Germa!l Offices 
2.1.2 Pre-Paid Field Post Mail 

Luxembourg never actively took part in the Great WGI: As it remained neutral throughout the wGI: there was no 

.franchise.for milita1y mail and it eve1y mail item (in theory at least) had to he.fully prepaid to avoid postage due in 
the Grand Duchy. 

Copy - The regimental 
cancellation "Reserve 

la=arel/ Malmedy" 
(military hospital) + 
manmcript not at ion 
"Fe/dpost" confirms 
militOJ:v nature of the 

postcard 

Rate: Fully pre-paid at 
the postcard rate. valid 

as of I" Oct 1902 

Montjoie, I l'h Nov 1 9 1 5. forwarded b} GentJan military mail via Trier, handed over to 
Luxembourg postal administration for final delivery, regimental cancellation. Trier 

censor cancel no. 2 - less than 20 fully prepaid military mail items are registered 

Copy cancellation of 
a rare mute Belgium, 
used in Meche/en, a 

classic cancel. still in 
use in 1917 

Rate: As of the lime of the 
German occupation, the 

bilateral agreement 
between Belgium and 
Luxembourg has been 

replaced by the standard 
UPU rates: 25 Centimes 

up to 20 grams 

Mechelen I Belgium, Sep 1 9 1 7, forwarded by German mil itary mail via Trier, handed over 
to the Luxembourg postal administration. sent to Rumelange, censor cancel no. 61 Trier, 

scaling tape no. 4 
- less than five pre-paid military mail items from Belgium are registered 



2 Incoming Military Mail A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II  German Military Mail 2.1 Military Mail - German Offices 

2.1.3 Unpaid Military Mail - No Postage Due 

Usually mili/G1y mail was postage due. at least for the transportation cos/ in Luxemburg. Some items have escaped 
the postage due. though. For the lime being. 1 was unable lo determine [f that was just an oversight or has another 

reason. 

1110.1. nn" 

Wetzlar, 4•h Nov 1 9 1 4, forwarded by mil itary mail, handed over to Luxembourg. 
regimental cancel of a hospital 

- less than twenty military mail items without postage due in Luxembourg are 
registered 

ill f> f e n b e r :  

Copy- The 
Luxembourg mail 

cancels clearly show 
that the Luxembourg 

postal administration 
handled the postcardv. 
but no postage due was 

levied 

Rate: Militwy mail 
ji-anchise for German 
soldiers. confirmed hy 
regimental cancel. no 
postage due charge 

German mil itary mail. 28'11 Apr 1 9 1 5, via Trier and Luxembourg and Wiltz to Nieder­
Wiltz, handed over to the Luxembourg postal administration, regimental cancel, censor 

cancel no. 2 of Trier 



2 Incoming Military Mail A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 2.1 Military Mail - Gcrm�n Offices 

2.1.4 Un paid Military Mail - Postage Due 

The following cards" although accepted by the German and Austrian military service with the unusual military 
franchise. Luxembourg accepted the "payment to the border'' and only added as postage due the inland postal rate 

- without doub/;ng the amount due. 

Vienna, 9111 Dec 1 9 1 6, forwarded by military mail via Austria to Germany via Trier, 
handed over to the Luxembourg postal administration, regimental cancel, Austrian censor 

cancel, censor cancel no. 61 of Trier 
- more than 100 mail items with Luxembourg postage due registered 

Rate: Militat)' mail 
franchise for German 
soldiers, confirmed by 

regimental cancel, 
postage due I 0 

Centimes in 
Luxembourg, (IS of I"' 

July 1918, the 
postc(lrd rate dw11ged 

to 7 � Centimes 

Copy - The card received­
apart of the Trier censor 
cancel- also an Austrian 

censor cancel: militmy 
mail is usually not 

censored hy civilian 
authorities. h111 as it went 
abroad it was subject to 
Austrian and German 

censorship 

German mil itary mail, 1 9111 Jul 1 9 1 8, via Trier, handed over to Luxembourg, regimental 
cancel, censor cancel no. 611  of Trier, initial of censor in black crayon 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II  German Military Mail 

The single ring cancel was after the replacement mod(fied. A year date was entered by cutting into bits of lhe 
surrounding fellers. 

Luxembourg, 22'" Jun 1 9 1 8, forwarded by 
German military mail to Saarbrticken I Sarre, no 

regimental cancellation to confirm concession · 

rate, last registered usage, less than ten items 
registered 

Rate: All items are sent under militat)' 
.franchise, even the parcel and the registered 

mail letter 

�i. ,,·i·r< h�f· , 
�t.JAitr.i�••11 

"· $-1 -

" 

Copy The single ring 
cancellation in state II 

(two letter year date 
added) ''K.D.FELD 

POST STATION N9 1 ". 
registered hetwee11 29'1' 

Aug 1916 22'"1 Jun 
1918) 

•• t 



'I 

-

r 

Copy- The packet label shows 
clearly that more than one packet 

was sent but to this today, only 
this parcel card has survived - to 
the right, the information about 

the send is detached 

Luxembourg, 8'" Aug 1 9 1 7, forwarded by 
German mil itary mail to Berlin-Steglitz, 

street address is corrected, regimental 
cancel to confirm concession rate 

- (� than ten items with cancel no. 1 in 
state II registered 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.3 Field Post Office No. 1 
1.3.2 Single Ring Cancel No. t - State II 

Copy - registration label of Field 
Post Station no. I. the use of the 

cancel no. I in state II on 
registered and parcel mail 
suggest, that it was kept for 

'"special business" 

Luxembourg. 20'11 Dec 1 9 1 7, 
forwarded by German mil itary mail to 
Arion, address corrected and letter re­

routed to Stale, less than ten items 
with cancel no. 1 in state II 

registered and onl:y 1 <:> �e�·::ta·� 
lettt · � register . 

•. . rd Post Of' 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

2 Incoming Military Mail 
2.2 Censorship 
2.2.1 No Censorship 

M i li tary mail was usually exempt of censorship. so the mail handled by the field post stations should not show any 
cancels of inland censorship or foreign mail censorship. 

,PeercBfcu�e. 

/-;;:----� (,:;-,; v'-' ,/t\ 
Union postale Wllverselle. - Wcltpostvercln. , • ". -:.'0" - J • <' i  \J -... , Grand-Duche de Luxembourg. - Grossherzogthum Luxcmu�ij;. \ ... ' -. 

Carte postale. - Postkarte. � �� \ 

"Uh. . . .. . . ::J: Z� rn ·· 

· · · · · · · · · ···· · ···· · ·······�.!.l .......... . 
� NB. Ce c6!6 est �sen-6 exclusivement &. l"adresse. � D1eso Seite ist nur ftlr die Adresse bestimmt. 

Luxembourg, 1 01" Oct 1 9 1 4, forwarded by German military mail to Godcsberg, no 
regimental cancel, no German censorship 

- more than 100 registered mail items without censorship 

jfrnt<l 

���;1� 41� ��-
in 

Copy - The printed 
regimental cancel is of 

the Prussian War 
Ministry 

ffit. 17 ti If/ I - 16. A8. 

��ri�,J Rate: Military mail 
franchise for German 

soldiers, postage due 10 
Centimes in Luxembourg 

corresponding to the 
inland postcard rate of 7 
� Centimes, rounded up 

to I 0 Centimes, tar{[( 

Berlin, 261h Aug 1 9 1 8, forwarded via military mail, handed over to the Luxembourg postal 
service for final delivery, printed regimental cancel to confirm the mil itary concession rate -

no censorship 

valid since l" .Jul 1918 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II  German Military Mail 

2 Incoming Military Mail 
2.2 Censorship 
2.2.2 Army Censorship 

Usually, military mail was exempt of censorship, but in some cases the military mail to Luxembourg already was 
censored by army censorship offices - and, in addition, got censored and reviewed at the foreign mail censorship 

j'.:>rofu11�s.f1cUe 
Oas Il. �h m.ti'l<orps 
�i�qaf.:? ·a. � 

Copy The card was 
first censored at the II. 
Army Corps censorship 
office at ludwigsha.fen 

registered with 
Riemer.for the year 

1915 

---u 

office of Trier, too. 

................................................................ · ................ . 

····················-�--- · · ············ · 

87178 

Ludwigshafen, 3 1st Mar 1 9 1 5, forwarded by German military mail to Trier. handed over 
to the Luxembourg postal administration regimental cancel. censor cancel Trier no. 2 

- less than twenty military items registered with German army censorship 

Rate: Military mail .franchise.for 
German soldiers, postage due I 0 

Centimes in Luxembourg. 
corresponding to the inland letter 

rate up to 20 grams, tar(lf valid 
since r1 Oct 1907 

Aug 1 9 1 5, via Trier. handed over to the Luxembourg postal service 
army censor cancellation 'GeprUft Armee-Oberkommando.· (reviewed by 

army headquarter], censor cancel Trier no. 2 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II  German Military Mail 

2 Incoming Military Mail 
2.2 Censorsh ip 
2.2.3 Army Censorship - Sensitive Information 

It was vital for Gennan censorship office to discover secret messages and to prevent information about army 
structure to be passed to foreign spies. Picture postcards and sensitive information was blacked out. 

Copy- The.front of the picture 
post card. no tampering with 

the Field Post Station 
cancellation visible 

Rate: Free of charge militai:v 
mail, 5 Centimes postage due. 
tariff valid since I" Oct 1907 

Field Post Station no. 9 1 ,  24111 Oct 1 9 1 6. forwarded via Trier to Luxembourg, 
regimental cancel, censor cancel Trier no. 51 - picture side of the postcard was 

cancelled out with black color 
- less than three pieces known with this kind of treatment 

5elbpoftf arh� 

tl)o�nung ...... _ ....... .... .. CStraur unb qousnummrr) 
Rate: Free of charge 

military mail, 5 Centimes 
postage due, tar(/f valid 

since I" Oct 1907 

German Field post office i llegible, Oct 1 9 16, Gem1an mil itary mail via Trier, handed 
over to the Luxembourg postal administration; the field post cancel no. as well as the 

sender's information is partly hidden, regimental cancel, censor cancel Trier no. 5 
- less than ten mail items registered 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

2 Incoming Military Mail 
2.3 Instruction Cancels 
2.3.1 Delayed for Military Reasons 

During the preparation of mil itary operations, the delivery of mail and even military mail is less important the 
movement of troops. 

Copy - '"Aus miliUirischen 
Grunden verzOgert" -

delayed for military reasons 

Rate: Free of charge 
military mail for German 
·
soldiers. as the postcard 

was sent solely in the 
German 111ilit01y mail 

system, no postage due 
charge was levied 

Luxembourg, 251h Jul 1915, forwarded via German military mail to Miilldorf/ 
Siegburg, regimental cancel, violet instruction cancellation in a box 

- less than ten military mail items with this cancel are known 

Rate: Free of charge 
military mail, 5 Centimes 
postage due, tariff valid 

since 111 Oct 1907 l 
Field Post Office no. 46, Aug 1915, German military mail via Trier, handed over to the 

Luxembourg postal administration, boxed German anny censor cancel 'Beforderung 
zulassig G.F.P.A.O.K. 3. "  censor cancel Trier no. 2, instruction cancel 'Aus militarischen 

Gronden verzogert.' 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

2 Incoming Military Mail 
2.3 Instruction Cancels 
2.3.2 Retour - Addressee is Deceased 

Millions of soldiers die in the Great War. The mail to deceased soldiers was returned to the sender and either a 
manuscript comment or an instruction cancellation were added. 

Luxembourg, 81" May 1 9 1 5, forwarded via German mil itary mail, returned to Differdange 
Violet instruction cancel Zurtick (rctour), censor cancel no. 2 of Trier, field hospital 

regimental cancel, 'Aus militarischen Grunden verzogert' 

Rate: JO Centimes,ful/y 
prepaid field postcard, 

UPU postcard rate, 
enforced by the Germans 

during occupation of 
Belgium 

- less than five mail items registered 

r 

Copy- "Zurtick" -

retour and 'Ftir das 
Vaterland gestorben ' 

(fallen for the fatherland) 

Rate: Free of charge 
military mail for German 
soldiers, also no charge 
of postage due when the 
postcard was returned 

Yirton, 2"d Jun 1 9 1 5, handed over to German military mail, returned to Differdange, blue 
instruction cancel 'ZurOck!' (retour), manuscript notation + furs Vaterland (fallen for 

fatherland) and retour Differdingen 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

3 Prisoner of War Mail 
3.1 Po W Mail Exchange with France 
3.1.1  Incoming PoW Mail from France 

Many Luxembourg citizens have been pressed into the German army. Some of them are made prisoners in France. 
Also, many Germans that have passed through Luxembourg and made friends with Luxembourg citizens or have 

been relatives to Luxembourg citizens are now prisoners of war. 

A�;;fl�mfEitOTlf" .l • 

Copy - PRISONNIER DE 

GUERRE {prisoner of 
war) 

Rate: Free of charge 
prisoner of war mail - no 

postage due in 
Luxembourg 

Toulon, 25111 Nov 1 9 1 4, forwarded via Switzerland to Luxembourg, blue instruction 
cancellation PRISONNIER oe GUERRE 

- less than seven mail items from German prisoners of war in France are 
registered to Luxembourg 

CARTE POSTAL E  

Written in Toulouse, 1 5'11 Oct 1 9 1 5, forwarded via Switzerland and Trier to Luxembourg, 
censor cancellation no. 2 of Trier. cancellation PRISON NIER DE GUERRE TOULOUSE 

DEPOT 3 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 -Nov 1918 
I I  German Military Mail 

Generally. the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg remained neutral and was no o.fflcially occupied territory by 
German troops like Belgium or parts of France or Russian-Poland. But there were official installations of 

German secondary troops in Luxembourg. And these establishments were permanent, as shown by the 
address cancels and the rudimentary address information given by the Prussian headquarte1: 

Copy - Paper seal saying 
'·KONIGLICH PREUSSISCHES 

GENERA LSTAABSSIEGEl" 
(Royal Prussian General Staff 

Seal) 

Berlin, I 61" Jun 1 9 1 6, to Luxembourg, no regimental cancellation but 
red cancellation "Heeressache" (mil itary matter), no army censorship 

or censorship of the foreign censorship office of Trier 
- less than twenty mail items to or from German military 

installations registered 

Rate: Milita1y Franchise, also for the registration, as the 
mail item was not handed over to a cfril mail service hut 

remained entirely within the mi/ital)" mail system 

��•rl.'lil::.h ih·r / 

"� ·.rnf ri 1_.)_·_' 
--..--

·-· .i, ;//l;,,;:1:iia :;: .. ,, ""'-
� ,,___.,7� - z 

�� � . "-/_ / �· � 
c:£d--: 



/ 

!�t.'1.:oht�h�1h�r (',�l· [ru�\l-'"'" 111 ,·ur,·ml,nr\l 
l�:,111f !l'.h\!,':t �,;. '5" :lt:lalqu1.u tl..:r1111·lftr ... ,_ 

';, .:,, - 1{• '1• , �'"""Ari> 
' - •. 

- '-::[:;l;�. ·.:.'·· ' . �· " /] 
Copy - Sender i1?(ormation 
,, Zenlralpoli:eistelle beim 

Befehlshaber der Truppen in 
Luxemburg - Beauftragten des 

Generalquartiermeister" 
(representative oft he 

quartermaster of Luxembourg 
troops) 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.3 Field Post Office No. l 
1 .3.7 Official Military Mail 

Rate: Milita1J' Franchise, as the 
mail item was not handed over to a 

civil mail service but remained 
entirely within the milita1y mail 

system 

Luxembourg-City, 281h Sep 1 9 1 6, to Virton in occupied Belgium, no regimental cancellation but 
manuscript "Heeressache" (military matter), no sign of censorship 

- less than twenty mail items to or from German military installations registered 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

3 Prisoner of War Mail 
3.1 Po W Mail Exchange wit� France 
3.1.2 Outgoing PoW Mail to French Prisoners 

Many captured French and Belgian soldiers have relatives and acquaintances in Luxembourg. Prisoner of War mail 
is free of charge, but the letters are delayed for several days in the camps. As a sign of the end of the delay, the 

mail receives a cancel. Often 'F.a.' ( 'Frist abgelaufen' - frist ended), sometimes numerals. 

Copy - F.a. in a double 
circle {Frist abgelm�(en -

deadline expired, mail 
could be forwarded to 

recipient) 

Rate: Free of charge 
prisoner of war mail 

L 

Mailed from Magdeburg, forwarded to Petange, cancellation of the prisoner of war 
camp Magdeburg, red local censor cancellation and red 'F.a.' cancel in a circle - 'Frist 

abgelaufen' (mail can be sent out to the recipient) 
- less than ten PoW items from the German Empire registered 

J 
Lauban, 22"d May 1 9 1 7, sent to Differdange, Kriegsgefangenensendung (prisoner of 

war mail), , 7. '  in a circle, F.a.-cancel of the prisoner of war camp 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II  German Military Mail 

3 Prisoner of War Mail 
3.2 Outgoing Po W Mail 

Even if Luxembourg is not a war party, the prisoner of war mail from Luxembourg needs no franking. 

Copy­
Kriegsgefangenensendung 
(prisoner of war mail) and 

Prufungsstelle des 
Gefangenenlagers 

Darmstadt GeprOft u. 
freigegeben (Censorship 
office oft he prisoner of 
war camp Darmstadt -
reviewed and released! 

Rate: Free of charge 
prisoner of war mail 

w a w "'  � "'  � w  : :  

l 
0 0 < �  _, � >( � w  :. 
0 " 

Rodange, 1 1 111 Jan 1 9 1 5, forwarded via Trier to Darmstadt, censor cancel no. 2 of Trier, 
cancel of the prisoner of war camp in Darmstadt, Kriegsgefangenensendung (prisoner of 

war mail), cancel of the Darmstadt censorship office, installed in the camp 
- less than 10 prisoner of war mail items registered 

Copy - Boxed ,echange en 
Suisse ' (exchanged in 

Switzerland) 

Rate: Free of charge 
prisoner of war mail 

Esch-sur-Alzette, 28'11 Dec 1 91 5, forwarded via Trier and Switzerland to Chiavari, censor 
cancellation no. 3 of Trier, instruction cancellation GeprOft Oberwachungsstelle (checked 

by censor), VERFIE (checked), manuscript echange en Suisse (exchanged in 
Switzerland) 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

The Field Post Office no. I censored apparently internal mail in Luxembourg. At a.first glance, this was highly 
unusual. At a second glance. it becomes understandable. The addresses are living in Rodange and are working/or 

a steel plant which is situated partly in Luxembourg. Belgium. and France - two enemy nations to Germany. 

Esch-sur-Alzette, 4th Dec 1 9 1 5, forwarded to the Field Post Station no. I at the 
Luxembourg train station 

- Dess than five letters registered with inland censorship and this particular cancel and 
sealing tape 

Copy Sealing tape <?f 
the Field Post Office 

no. I 
-tlt is pa?'ticular 
sealing tape is 

unregistered with 
Riemer - in use 

between 20'11 Nov 1915 
- 26'h Dec 1915 



1/y 
., 1or , .I' 
ry. 

e of 
;ce 

915 

Copy - Front of a 
feller addressed to a 
mining engineer at 

Rodange - the 
censorship was 

performed on the spot 
in Rodange according 

to the instruction 
cancel 

l . 

.. 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.3 Field Post Station No. l 
1.3.8 Inlands Censorship by Field Post Station No. 1 

Luxembourg-City, 251h Dec 1 9 1 5, via the Field Post Station no. I to Rodange 
- less than five letters registered with the sealing tape, instruction cancel and inland 

censorship 

Copy - Instruction cancel 
"M ii iU!rischerseits unter 

Kriegsrecht 
ge{)tfnet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 191 ... 

Esch-sur-Alzettc, I 91h Nov 1 9 1 5, via 
the Field Post Station no. I to 

Rodange, sealing tape and instruction 
cancellation 

- less than five letters regis�ered 
with the inland censorship 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

3 Prisoner of War Mail 
3.3 PoW Mail with the Russian Empire 
3.3.1 PoW Incoming from the Russian Empire 

While mail to and from German and French prison camp to and from Luxembourg is scare, prisoner of war mail to 
or from the Russian Empire is exceedingly rare. 

Copy - Russian censor 
mark 

Rate: Free of charge 
prisoner of war mail 

Written in Strjetensk, Oblast East-Sibiria, 61h Feb 1916, forwarded with the help of the 
Red Cross via Germany I Trier to Luxembourg 7 'Germany" was mentioned to facilitate 

the routing of the card, Russian censor mark and censor cancel no. I of Trier 
- only the two items shown in the exhibit registered 

Written in Golobina, Oblast Yladimirskaja, 3'd Dec I 9 l 6, forwarded with the help of the 
Red Cross via Germany I Trier to Luxembourg 7 'Gennany· was mentioned to facilitate 

the routing of the card, two Russian censor cancels (one text, one numeral) and censor 
cancel no. 6 of Trier 

- only two items registered 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

3 Prisoner of War Mail 
3.3 PoW Mail with the Russian Empire 
3.3.2 PoW Mail to the Russian Empire 

Prisoner of war mail from Luxembourg to Russia is exceedingly rare. This is the first card I have had the fortune to 
register to a Russian prisoner of war camp. The red writing in red proofs that the card has made its way to the 

Russian Empire. 

German prisoners of war in Russian camp 

Rate: Free of charge prisoner of war mail 

e '1t Q}t�� 411 � 0. /'J .C:O. 

Luxembourg-City, 241h Aug 1 9 1 7, forwarded via Trier and Switzerland or Denmark to 
Russia, censor cancel no. 611 of Trier- manuscript marking in Russian. spelling the 

town • Rarakoskaja' 
- only recorded mail item from Luxembourg to a ?risoner of war in the Russiu 

Empire 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

3 Prisoner of War Mail 
3.4 PoW Mail with Great Britain 

The masonic office for the search of displaced Prisoner of Wars in Luxembourg is contacted by the British Prisoner 
of War Information Bureau. 

Posted in London, probably exchanged with the 
help of the Red Cross organization in 
Switzerland or Denmark, via Trier to 
Luxembourg -7 as there is not postal cancel on 
this piece of mail. the time frame can only be 
estimated between end of 1 9 1 6  unti I November 
1 9 1 8, censor cancel no. 6 of Trier - only 
registered PoW mail item from Great Britain 

Rate: Free of charge prisoner of war mail 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II  German Military Mail 

3 Prisoner of War Mail 
3.6 Po W Agencies 
3.6.1 Agence des Prisonniers de Guerre Switzerland 

Luxembourg remains neutral throughout the Great War, many Luxembourg citizens fight on both sides. Therefore, 
the need for enquiry about their fate became very real. The main agency was in Geneva, Switzerland. The 'Agence 
de Prisonniers de Guerre' of the Red Cross helped in finding a way to war prisoners, to relay mail and parcels. The 
green label was part of the 'Agence' to keep track of the inquiries that reached its office. While the green label is 

very unusual, mail to the 'Agence' in general is not. 

Differdange, 29111 
Mar 1 9 1 5, 
forwarded via Trier 
to Geneva, censor 
cancel no. 2 from 
Trier - more than 
25 letters 
registered 

Copy - Green sorting 
label of the 'Agence de 
Prisonniers de Guerre' 
- £  S FF -7 'Enquete 

Special Fichier 
Francais · (Special 

Inquiry French Folder) 

Rate: Prisoner of 
War mail- no 
postal charges 

due 

Luxembourg, 
1 4111 Jul 1 9 1 5, 
forwarded via 

Trier and Bale to 
Geneva, censor 

cancel no. 2 
from Trier 

- only 
registered letter 
with the green 
label sent from 

Luxembourg 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

3 Prisoner of War Mail 
3.6 Prisoner of War Agenc.i�s 
3.6.2 Missing Persons - Feministic Off. Miss. Civil. 

Early into the war, apart from the Red Cross organjzation in Geneva, also other organizations establish in 
Switzerland offices which help citizens of the warring countries (and others) to find missed or killed soldiers or 

soldiers who were made prisoners of war. 

Copy- "BERN-TRANSIT 
Kriegsgefangenenpost" 
(Bern transit PoW mail) 

Written in Longwy, 
posted at Esch-sur­

Alzette, 71" Nov 1 9 1 4, 
forwarded to Bern, 

private cancel BERN­
TRANSIT Kriegsge­

fangenenpost (prisoner 
of war mail) - mail of 
the occupied area of 

Longwy was not 
allowed, letter 

privately brought to 
Luxembourg and 

mailed - one of two 
covers known 

Luxemburg, 611' Oct 1 9 1 6, forwarded 
via Trier to Lausanne, arrival I 0111 Oct 
registration cancel, censor cancel no. 

61 of Trier 
- less than 50 letters registered to 

international organizations in 
Switzerland 

Rate: 50 Centimes, 25 Centimes 
UPU letter rate up to 20 grams, 25 

Cent. registrationfee 



A German Occupation Aug 1914 - Nov 1918 
II German Military Mail 

3 Prisoner of War Mail 
3.6 Prisoner of War Agencies 
3.6.3 Freemasons Office in Luxembourg 

At the beginning of the Great War, Luxembourg newspapers had at1icles about the difference of censorship of 
letters or postcards. The preference for postcards throughout the war is easily explained as postcards were much 

easier to censor as letters. Letters had to be sent open to the censorship offices. After reading, the letters were 
closed and received censor cancels. 

Bureau MaQonniquo 
pour la RECHERCHE de DIOPARUS 

L u x  o m  b o u r g  
Boulevard de la Petrusse 22 

Cachet of the Freemasons office in Luxembourg 

Rate: 25 � Centimes. slight overpayment of 
UPU letter rate up to 20 grams of 25 Centimes 

Bureau MaQonnique 
pour la RECHERCHg 'le DISPARUS 

L u x  o m  b o u r g 
Boulevard de la Petrusse 22 

/{A 0 i 1 ,.,  cN\{_ 
_,. 

. )A V t  [l t �MIM �11�� 
JVl �lilt t l &1 1  �1 {l\AIWJ 

� /Wt otvi vwwb­
� (�'wv) 

"'--�----��-------�.....,----------------

Luxembourg, 23'd Dec 1 9 1 7, forwarded via Trier to Lausanne (Switzerland), censor cancellation 
no. 61 of Trier 

- less than five letters known to the masonic office in Luxembourg 



B Allied Occupation 1111918 - 08/1919 
I Allied Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.1 US Military Mail . 
1.1.1 US Military Mail in November 1918 

On 2]1ld November 1918. American troops entered Luxembourg City. led by General Pershing on their way to 
the river Rhein in Germany. Perhaps to their surprise, they were enthusiastically greeted by the population of 

Luxembourg. 

�-·----v�� 
- . - - . ...... - ....... , .... ......... -. "�·-

u . �:. 

Beidweiler, written on 241h Nov 1 9 1 8, forwarded via US Military Mail on 27•h Nov 1 9 1 8  
to Sharon I USA, censor cancel AEF PASSED AS CENSORED A. 1 743 

- more than fifty mail items sent via Military Express Mail I American 
Expeditionary Force out of Luxembourg recorded 

Copy AEF PASSED 
AS CENSORED A. 2985 

, . 
.. ' 

Copy - Single ring 
cancel U.S. MILITARY 
EXPRESS MAil #734 

(32"'1 Division) 

Rate: Free <?/'charge for 
active soldiers 

Rate: Free of charge 
for active soldiers 

... .. ... .......... ..... ........ <:::}{�4-,. ..... 
•• 11327 

. .  • 

Bettembourg, 28'11 Nov 1 9 1 8, forwarded via US Mil itary Mail to Statington I USA. 
censor cancel AEF PASSED AS CENSORED A. 2985 



B Allied Occupation 1 1/1918 - 08/1919 
I Allied Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1 . 1  US Military Mail 
1.1.3 Permanent Establishment APO #951 

US Army Post Office (APO) #951 was established i n  Luxembourg and one of the last post offices opened. --.. 
:-t-� : .. �\.\\ \. J'�-�t;$\ ��· 1bMA.m , ) . ) 

.. 
Copy -Douh/e rinK 

cancel U.S. MILITARY 
EXPRESS MAIL #951 

Luxembourg, 1 6'11 May 
19 19. forwarded via US 

Military Mail to Swampscott 
I USA, double ring cancel 

U.S. Military Postal Express 
Service #951 - earliest 

registered cancel, censor 
cancel AEF PASSED AS 
CENSORED A. 43f . . . ] 

Picture postcard of the American 
Post Office #745 - located in Esch­

sur-Alzette 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 
I Allied Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.1 US Military Mail 
1.1.2 Permanent Establish.:nent APO #745 

US Army Post Office (APO) #745, in service of the 5111 Division is a permanent establishment in Luxembourg, 
registered from December 1 9 1 8  until June 1 9 1 9. The office is located in Esch-sur-Alzette. 

u .  s a . .. . ... • v.:. 

Copy - Double ring 
cancel U.S. MILITARY 
EXPRESS MAIL #745 

(5'" Division) 

The form used to send the 
message is a real rare 
emergency issue of the 

Luxembourg postal 
administration and 't�is is 

the only one known used on 
American Military Mail. 

Luxembourg, 71" Dec 1 9 1 8, forwarded via US Military Mail to Philadelphia I USA, 
censor cancel AEF PASSED AS CENSORED A. 3058 

- more than 25 items registered as per APO #745 

Copy -AEF PASSED 
AS CENSORED A. 1007 

Rate: Free of charge 
for active soldiers 

� 

1� ��1 , 

I f i\ · �v� � 
- ���� 

J u �r\ f i\ �J 
1 N� � 

Luxembourg, 2"d May 1 9 1 9, forwarded via US Military Mail to Salm City, re-directed 
to Attleboro, censor cancel AEF PASSED AS CENSORED A. 1007 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 
I Allied Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.1 US Military Mail 
1.1.4 Luxembourg Mail via a

·
M.P.E.S. 

The letter was probably written by a US soldier on his way to the US occupation zone in the former German Empire. He 
mentions visiting the small and picturesque town of Larochette to his mother. Normally, such cards were posted with a US 
field post office and forwarded via the Military Postal Express Serves (M.P.E.S.) to the USA. In this instance, the card was 
handed over to the Luxembourg post office of Larochette, franked with a Luxembourg stamp (probably by the sender as the 

postcard is overpaid and was then forwarded to France. 

There must have been some sort of cooperation between the Luxembourg postal administration and the US field post service. 
The picture postcard was forwarded via the central M.P.E.S. station #702 in Paris, eight days after mailing. The manuscript 

arrival notation 'Rec. Dec 23' confirms that the card reached its destination almost four weeks after mailing. 

This is the currently only registered item with a cooperation between Luxembourg and the M.P.E.S. 

View of the small town of Larochette 

Rate: 12 � Centimes prepaid, an overpayment by 2 � Centimes of the UPU postcard rate 

"' � � • � .. 

� 
z 
::: 
.. :t 

f/l I 

Larochette, 26'11 November 1 9 1 8, forwarded via Paris and New York to Northfield in 
Vermont I USA, the machine cancellation U.S. ARMY M.P.E.S. 702 with slogan BASE 

CENSOR proofs the co-operation between the Luxembourg postal administration and the 
US Military Postal Express 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 
I Allied Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.2 French Military Mail . 

Together with the US Army, the French Army occupies the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg arriving on 2 1 st  November 1 9 1 8. 
French military post offices were used by the arriving troops. The French soldiers soon leave in their majority Luxembourg 

for their occupation tasks in the Western part of the German Empire. 

Rate, Military franchise 
rate, no regimental cancel 

to confirm the franchise 

';' 
� ...... !t .. a. -�--. �--··-· 1.l...t. ........................ . 1 Cg . ! .. 71···£'�-1:'!&1.:.. •.... _ ....... . . . ... ;.!: ................... . 
� 6�.�(.'�L' ,,f::��--�(i.�, 
r ! l� 7�_ '._: ........................... � ... £�.I.� 
I'- y .... Q::-" Nr. 431 �� 

Luxembourg-City, 26111 Nov 
1 9 1 8, forwarded to Dijon in 
France, regimental cancel 
BATALLION DE CHAIRS, 
the mil itary franchise is 

indicated by the words "F.M." 
(franchise mil itaire � 

Military Franchise) 

Rate, Military 
franchise 

rate, confirmed 
'vaguemestre ' cancel 

Luxembourg, 1 1 111 Feb 
19 19, forwarded by 
Luxembourg postal 

administration to Paris in 
France 

Rate: 'FM. " MilitWJ' 
franchise accepted by the 

Luxembourg postal 
administration only 

postal item known witlt 
military franchise 

accepted 



B Allied Occupation 1111918 - 08/1919 
I Allied Military Mail 

1 Outgoing Military Mail 
1.3 Belgian Military from J.;.uxembourg 

Belgium military installations in Luxembourg did not exist, but as Belgian military personnel was part of various 
allied commissions situated in Luxembourg, Belgian military mail with accepted military franchise out of the 

Grand Duchy is registered but exceedingly rare . 

l ............. r.?.�Jft.J ............ . 

Rate: Free of charge, 
military.franchise (.'S.M -7 
Service Militaire) accepted 

by Luxembourg postal 
administration 

Luxembourg-City, 2"d Jul 19 19, forwarded to Watermael, regimental cancel, arrival 
cancel, no Belgian military censor cancellations 

- less than five mail items from Luxembourg registered 

Copy -SM.B. -7 
Service Militaire 

Belgique, accepted by 
Luxembourg postal 

administration 

Rate: Military 
franchise for active 

service man 
accepted by the 

Luxembourg postal 
administration 

( 
.�Q . ... . !�1.L ........... ...... ....... . _ . . . ...... . . 

................ � .. � . ... ....... �.�.Y ................................ . 

H ... !: .... 
• J) 

Luxembourg-Station, IO'" Aug 19 19, forwarded to Brussels - no Belgian military censor 
cancels 



B Allied Occupation 1 1/1918 - 08/1919 
I Allied Military Mail 

2 Incoming Military Mail 
2.1 US Military Mail 
2.1.1 US M ilitary Mail to APO #745 

In rare cases, mail was intended for the US Army Post Office (APO) #745. 

flhJ�faµ· �� 
� /§> .;::;-� �- � 

a. /12 0. 7 ¥ 0- �� 
Rate: 3 Cents, 

inland war 
rate up to 20 

grams 

New York, 251h Apr 1 9 1 9, forwarded to APO #745 in Luxembourg to an active soldier 
- less than five pieces of mail registered to the APO #745 

�merican. <£ 1 � H·�ih1...,nltrl\ jf on· rs 

l\ nigQh• 1.'f lL1.' l'um6u6 

r'""n OU .. S<A5 :":'. ---- · ·  

L -- -

·

-- -··--·· 

Colonel R. H. Peok, 

11th Infantry, APD #745, 
Sohifflange, Luxembourg. 

Metz, 281h Jun 1 9 1 9, forwarded to APO #745 in Luxembourg. one ring cancellation METZ * c 
(old German type) 

Copy Douhle ring 
cancel U.S. MILITARY 
EXPRESS MAil #745 

(5'" Division) last 
registered <late 

Rate: I 0 Centimes 
- underpaid letter 
to a senior o/ficer 

of the 5'" Division -
no posta�e due 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 
I Allied Military Mail 

2 Outgoing Military Mail 
2.1 US Military Mail . 
2.1.2 Unpaid US Military Mail to Luxembourg 

The American ·Dough Boys' have been very popular in Luxembourg, especially with the female part of the 
population. During their stay many developed lasting relationships, that sometimes led to marriages. 

Rate: Free of charge.for 
active soldiers, 10 Cent. 

postage due was 
charged - inland 

postcard rate of 7 � 
Centimes as of I" Jul 

1918 

Third Army Head Quarter in Koblenz. 20111 Apr 19 19, forwarded to Differdangc. censor 
cancellation AEF PASSED AS CENSORED A. l [ . . .  ]. censor cancel PASSED BY BASE 

CENSOR A.E.F. 13 
- less than ten mail items registered from US soldiers to Luxembourg 

Third Army HQ in Koblenz, I 61h May 19 19, forwarded to Esch-sur-Alzette. censor 
cancel AEF PASSED AS CENSORED A. I [  . . .  ) 1. n 66 

Copy - Numeric censor 
cancellatio11 011/y two 

numbered cancels 
registered 011 mail to 

Luxembourg 

Rate: MilitalJ' 
franchise.for active 

service man 
accepted hy the 

L11xemho11rg postal 
administration 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 
I Allied Military Mail 

2 Incoming Military Mail 
2.2 Belgian Military to Lu��mbourg 

Belgium military mail from active Belgian soldiers to Luxembourg is quite uncommon. As with the German 
military mail, the treatment of the Luxembourg postal administrations is not congruent. On some of the mail a 

postage due was charged, other items went through without charge to the cl ient. 

Copy - Germany 
introduced a new 
cancellation type 

during the occupation, 
Belgium replaced them 
with old cancels, often 
not in good shape and 
with missing numbers 

or year dates. 

Rate: Free of charge, 
milita1y franchise (S.M. 

�Service Militaire) 
accepted by 

Luxembourg postal 
administration 

l 

,. 
� ,  

® 8'<. ll9, '· 

:·······················: 

J : , i/!( . .  
/if.l ·� /. .1 )· .. . . .. \ .. �- . . �1/d4._L . · cP /), .?&..�.� . . .. . ..... � . . . . � ........... . . 

.................................... ............ ......... ........ T ...... 

L4L- . . .  � ······�·· ··· 

{fowr;;,d&,"' L� .. � 

Marche, 1 9 1 9, forwarded to Strassen, Belgian censor cancels CENSURE MILJTAIRE 
and 5 1  

- less than ten military items from Belgium to Luxembourg registered 

Rate: Milita1y franchise 
for active service man not 

accepted by the 
Luxembourg postal 

administration and I 0 
Centimes inland charge 
due by the addressee -

tar{[( of 7 � Centimes as 
of/·''Ju/ 1918 

Field Post Station no. l, Mar 1 9 19, forwarded to Berdorf, Belgium censor 
cancellation cr�"il lRI 1\.111 l r \I Rf, used in Arion 



B Allied Occupation 1 1/1918 - 08/1919 1 Censor Cancels 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 1 . 1  US Censor Cancels 

1 . 1 . 1  US Boxed Censor Cancel 371 

The cancel 'U.S. No 3 7 1 '  saw very limited in use. I t  can be found on mail to or from Luxembourg, starting in Dec 1 9 1 8. 

� J t • 
� �� 
�� 

j 

Copy- U.S. censor 
cancellation, used in 
Coblenz less tlta11 
jive cance/latio11s 

ref,!isfered 

A 
An 

G 

An d ie 

Copy - The censor 
cancellation. used in 
Cob/en:, is registered 
between 21" Jan 1919 

to 3011r May 1919 

Po rtl ani -Cenentwerke 

I 
E s c n a.d. Alzette . 

- - - - � · · - � · · 4 - - - - · - - A • • · - · - - · - - · · ­

•, 

Luxembourg-City, 30 
May 1 9 1 9, forwarded via 
Tuttlingen, censor cancel 

U.S. No. 371, state II -
less than 5 maii i��:-� 

reg;st�red 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 1 Censor Cancels 
II Censorship on International Correspondence J .1 US Censor Cancels 

1.1.2 US Boxed Censor Cancel 3[7]2 

One of the main censor cancel, it is assumed that the number "T' is missing between ·'rand '·2". 

Copy - The censor 
cancel with the missing 
no. 7 is registered from 

12'11 Jun 1919 to 18'11 
Aug 1919 

Rate: JO Centimes. 
postcard rate to Germany. 

I" Oct 1918 

5-fl�� ��·�'--7 ;z;�J�'£ fiJfe#?d� 
fly-? -r/�. 

I uxcmbourg-<. it�. 1 8  \ug 1 9  ' / P L ' llcncrhuttc. 
U.S. No 3 2 last known usage 

- more than 25 mail items known with this US censor cancel 

I N T BRNATIONAIJE BA�K IN LUXEMBURG. 

I 

Luxembourg-City, 1 21" Jun 19 19, forwarded via Coblcnz to Trier, censor cancel U.S. No 3 2 
first registered usage 



B Allied Occupation 1 1/1918 - 08/1919 1 Censor Cancels 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 1.1  US Censor Cancels 

1.1.3 US Regimental Cancels - Outgoing 

Apa11 from the numeral censor cancels, the US censors used the standard regimental cancel between Dec 1 9 1 8  and June 19 19  

Differdange, 1 81" Aug 19 19. forwarded to Neunkirchcn. regimental censor cancellation 
- more than fifty mail items registered 

Copy Regimental 
cancels of the 

"A 111erica11 
Expedilionat:v Force " 
were used 10 C0t?fir111 

censorship 

Rafe: I 0 Centimes. 
pas/card rale lo Germany, 

I'' Ocl 1918 

-

Dudclange, 81h Apr 19 19, to Trier; Rate: 1.65 Fr.. 30 Cent. letter rate. 25 Cent. registration fee. I 0 Cent. per 300 Fr. = 
I ,  I 0 Fr. (3 . 1 25 Fr.). regimental censor cancel A.E.F. PASSED BY CENSOR A. 4188 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 1 Censor Cancels 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 1.1 US Censor Cancels 

1 . 1.4 US Regimental Cancels- Incoming 

Commercial paper is really scarce - this is the only registered cover of a registered commercial paper in the timeframe. 

��� 
� Q "  
rt,:.,.� -�k..,.� v?1f� 

ct!�� :?�J 

Brcbach I Sarre, I 0'11 Jun 1 9 1 9, forwarded to Luxembourg, regimental censor cancellation 
A.E.F. PASSED BY CENSOR 

Copy- Regimental 
cancels of the 

"American 
Expeditionary Force" 
were used to confirm 

censorship 

Rate: 27 � Fen, 7 � 
Fen postcard rate, 
20 Fen registration 

fee 

Rate: 35 Pfg 15 P.l.f!. 
commercial Paper 

rate up to 50 Krams, 
20 Pfg registration 

fee; tarif valid as of 
I'' Au� 1916 

Bendzin I Poland, 2"d Feb 1 9 1 9, forwarded to Luxembourg. Polish postal censor cancel, 
regimental censor cancel A.E.F. PASSED BY CENSOR A. 4220 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 1 Censor Cancels 
II Censorship on International Correspondence l . l  US Censor Cancel 

1 .1 .5 'Postal Censor' 

Either a private cancel or an official one, the boxed "Postal Censor'' cancellation seems to be a bit superfluous. 

Copy Previously 
unrecorded censor 
cancel - discovery 

copy 
� I 

Luxembourg, 26'11 Nov I 9 1 8, forwarded to Annevoie in Belgium. censor cancel Postal 
Censor, regimental censor cancel A.E.F. PASSED BY CENSOR - more than one 

hundred mail items from Luxembourg via military mail registered, only one with 
this cancellation 

1.1.6 August 1919- End of US Censorship 

Copy U.S. censor 
cancellation. used in 

Cob/em: les.'I than five 
ca11ce/latio11s i11 A11g11.w 

1918 registered 

Eischen, 22"d Aug 1 9 19, forwarded via Coblenz to Frankfurt. censor 
cancellation U.S. No 3 2 

- at the end of August 1919, the US censorship ended 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 

1 Censor Cancels 
1.2 French Censor Cancellation 
1.2.1 Red and Blue Star 

The so-called "'Red and Blue Star" cancels are registered as French censor cancellation that were used in Karlsruhe I Baden 
and which were applied to mail transiting the French occupation sector on its way to Alsace-Lorraine or foreign destinations. 

V V 'I  r n  . .... t 

I 
Copy- So-called 

'Red Star' 
censor cancellation 

Luxembourg-City, 9t1• May 
1 9 1 9, forwarded to Waldau 
near Bern in Switzerland, 
French censor cancel Red 

Star- less than fifteen mail 
items registered 

Rate: 10 Centimes. 
UPU postcard rate to 

France (tar{ff valid as of 
I Oct 1907) 

Mondorf-les-Bains, written 
on 5th Aug 1 9 1 9, 

forwarded to Hayange I 
Lorraine, French censor 

cancel Red Star 

• 

No. 253 

Rappoltsweiler, 8111 Jan 
1 9 1 9, to Luxembourg, 
French censor cancel 
Blue Star- Dis�overy 

Copy - cancel 
previously not 

registered on mail to or 
from Luxembourg 



B Allied Occupation 11/191 8 - 08/1919 1 Censor Cancels 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 1.2 French Censor Cancellation 

1.2.2 Ouvert - Par I' Autorite Militairc 

Apart from the 'Red Star' cancel, usually the oval censor cancels of the French military censorship operations with their 
numbering system were applied on mail to and from the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg during the period until August 1 9 1 9. 

' 

' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' - !l 

" /, 
' � 
' -
' -

' 

' 
' 
' /. 

)! / / / 

""' 
::::: 
/ / 

' 

' 
' 

Z-·�-;-/ 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 

/ / / / / / / / / � 

Brussels, I 31h Jan 1 9 1 9, forwarded to the small hamlet Muhlcnbach via Luxembourg and 
Dommeldange, double oval French censor cancellation OUVERT PAR l'AUTHORITE 

MILITAIRE 708 
- more than 25 mail items with French double oval censor cancellation registered 

Rate: I 0 Centimes, 
UPU postcard rate to 

Swit:er/and (tariff valid as 
of I Oct 1907) 

CARTE POST ALE. 
1 
..; ! 1 
1 A 
"" 

- l ... 

An 

Z\B, Ce rM� •• 1 re en� rxclushtmrnt a l'aJr SSC 
}Mac 5<1te 111 uur (u.r di e A.Uuae beslm1ml. 

Copy - The douhle 
oval numbered 
French censor 

cancellation in use 
from Nov 1918 11ntil 

Aug 1919 

Rate: I 0 Centimes. 
UPU postcard rate to 

Luxembourg (tariff valid as 
of I'' Oct 1907) 

Luxembourg-City. 1 1 '" May 1 9 1 9, forwarded to Yvornc in Switzerland, double oval 
French censor cancel OUVERT PAR l'AUTHORITE Ml LIT AIRE 401 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 1 Censor Cancels 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 1.3 Belgium Censor Cancellation 

1.3.1 Into Luxembourg 

Civilian and Military mail from and via Belgium to and from Luxembourg is cancelled at the newly established censor office 
in Arion. Previously, Belgian mail was censored in Calais and Folkstone. 

�···�···················· 
.� .. .. . 11 ...... � .... 

Antwerp, I S'h Apr 1 9 1 9, forwarded to Esch-sur-Alzctte via Arion and Luxembourg-City, 
Belgium censor cancels CENSURE M I LITAIRE 60 

- more than SO mail items with this type of censor cancellation registered 

Rate: 10 Centimes, 
UPU postcard rate to 

Luxembourg (tariff val id as 
of 1" Feb 1919) 

Copy In addition to 
the 'CENSURE 

Mil/TA/RE' 
cancellation. the 

individual censor left 
his number on the mail 
(Dec 1918 Aug 1919) 

Rate: I 0 Centimes, 
UPU postcard rate to 

Luxembourg (tarilf 1·alid as 
of I'' Feb 1919) 

Ostende, 3rd Mar 1 9 1 9, forwarded via Arion and Luxembourg to Hunchcrangc near 
Bettembourg, Belgium censor cancellation CENSURE MTLITAJRE 65 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 1 Censor Cancels 
I I  Censorship on International Correspondence 1.3 Belgium Censor Cancellation 

1 .3.2 From Luxembourg 

The cancel 'A DISTRIBUER' (mail ready for distribution) is quite scare. It has been registered only on three copies on mail 
to and from Luxembourg. 

Written in Luxembourg-City on a 3 l si Jan 1 9 1 9, I 51 Feb 1 9 1 9. forwarded to Liege, 
Belgium censor cancellations CENSURE MILITAIRE 60 m A DISTRIBUER 

- more than 50 outgoing mail items with Belgian censor cancellations registered 

Rate: I 0 Cent i111es, 
UPU postcard rate to 

Luxembourg {tariff valid as 
of!"' Feb 1919) 

-
. 
:! " D 0 = 
.: 

Copy - In addition to 
the 'CENSURE 

MIL/TA/RE' 
cancellation, rarely the 

censor cancellation 
'A DISTRIBUER' is 
seen on the postcard 

above 

Rate: JO Centimes. 
overpayment by 5 

Centimes. 
UPU postcard rate to 

Luxembourg (tariff valid as 
of I" Feb 1919 first day 

of validity of tile new UPU 
tariff) 

Luxembourg-City, 2211d May 1 9 1 9, forwarded to Brussels via Arion, Belgium censor 
cancellation CENSURE MILITAIRE and 1 3 2  as individual censor number 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 1 Censor Cancels 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 1.4 Allied Censor Cancellations 

Censorship was universal. Even remote countries and "exotic'' colonies practiced censorship at least into the year 1 9 1 9. But 
the Luxembourg citizens had rarely the opportunity, to receive mail with Allied censor cancellations, most of the items seem 

to have either a military or philatelic background. 

Copy - PASSED 
CENSOR rarely seen 

011 mail to Luxembourg 

Rate: Id (5tamps on verso 
and recto), 

UPU postcard rate to 
Luxembourg (tariff valid as 

of!" Oct 1907) 

l 

Durban I South Africa, Jun 1 9 1 9. forwarded to the small vil lage Lasauvage near 
Petange, South African censor cancel PASSED CENSOR 1 9/99 

- less than five mail items registered to or from Luxembourg witli'. A!li�d ce�ser 
cancels 

Rate: I 0 Centimes, 
UPU postcard rate to 

Luxemhourg (tar(/f valid as 
of I" Feh 1919) 

Luxembourg-Train station, 8'" Nov 1 9 1 9. forwarded to Otmara I Italian Eritrea 
censor cancel COLONIA ERITREA CENSURA 621 

- only registered mail item to Italian Eritrea from Luxembourg 



B Allied Occupation 1 1/1918 - 08/1919 2 Sealing Tapes 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 2.1 US Sealing Tapes 

The U.S. Military used infrequently sealing tapes to research letters to or from Luxembourg. 

Copy The US 
Military Censorship 
'OPENED BY U.S. 

MILITARY 
CENSOR . in black 
writing on blue or 

white paper 

Rate: ./7 � 
Centimes, special 

rate with Germany. 
!"'Jul 1916, 

express fee 30 
Centimes 

Luxembourg-City 
to Berl in boxed 
censor cancel 

'371  ', US sealing 
tape - discovery 

copy of the white 
sealing tape 

� 
0 
en 
z 
� 
C,,) 
..... 
� 
< 
E---
...:i -
::g 
(/) 
;::) 
..... 
CQ 
Cl 
i.tJ 
z 
i.tJ 
Q.. 
0 

... 

• 

Rate: 65 Centimes. 
UPU letter rate. I" 
Oct 1907. second 

weight step. 
registration fee 25 

Centimes 

Differdange. 20'11 
Mar 1 9 1 9, 

forwarded to 
Helsingfors I 
Finland, US 

regimental cancel, 
on reverse: US 

sealing tape in blue 
- less than five 

mail items 
registered I one of 

the earliest 
registered letters 

to Finland 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 2 Sealing Tapes 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 2.2 French Sealing Tapes . 

Infrequently. letters to and from Luxembourg get opened by the French authorities and are sealed with sealing tapes 

l 
- --

. ..  , 

I �� - - If 

(1z� -�,4� 
Military mail, 1 91" Jan 19 19, forwarded to Luxembourg-Station. double oval French censor 

cancellation OUVERT PAR l'AUTHORITE MILITAIRE 2, generic French sealing tape 
- less than ten mail items registered with French scaling tape to Luxembourg 

Copy- In addition to the 
'OUVERTPAR 
/ 'A UT! IOR!TE 

Mil/TA/RE' 
cancellation. from time to 

time fellers are gelling 
opened and re-sealed 

with a generic/1 French 
sealing tape (Dec 1918 -

Aug 1919) 

Rate: Milita1J' 
franchise accepted to 

the Luxembourg 
border, only the inland 

/el/er rate of 12 11: 
Centimes is charged to 

the addressee 
(tariff valid as of I" 
Ju/ 1918/uptolO 

grams) 

Rate: 15 Centimes, /el/er 
. ,_,..., J _ _ ,,../ _ _ /J_� _ � _ //, /� rate up to 20 grams. tariff .__. � l>"f-8'1./ {A:,£/�� 

validas ojf /51Jan 1919 

Luxembourg-City, 1 11" Ma) 1 9 1 9, forwarded to Yvorne. double oval French censor cancel 
OUVERT PAR l'AUTHORITE MILITAIRE 401. generic French sealing tape 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 2 Sealing Tapes 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 2.3 Belgium Sealing Tapes 

2.3.1 To Luxembourg 

Infrequently, letters to and from Luxembourg get opened by the Belgian authorities and arc sealed with scaling tapes 

Rate: UPU letter 
rate, 12 � Cents, 

up to 20 grams 

" 3 H IV1 1  llilUl3 H O  S N 3 3  
�� { \ 

CEllllE lll1Uii£. 
Wt-. 

Copy - In addition to the 
'CENSURE MIL/TA/RE' 

cancellation, from time to 
time fellers are gelling 
opened and re-sealed 
with a generic French 

sealing tape (Dec 1918 -
Aug 1919) 

Ensival, 30t" Apr 19 19, forwarded 
to Luxembourg-City, Belgium 

cen or cancel 65 + initial, Belgium 
scaling tape - more than 25 mail 

items registered 

:JGI VlJ 1 1 11  ::tal l�lt� 
H \ M. 

POSTBOX 461 .  

Amsterdam, 241h Feb 19 19, forwarded via Belgium to Esch-sur-Alzctte, Belgian scaling Lape + 
censor paraphe 



B Allied Occupation 11/1918 - 08/1919 2 Sealing Tapes 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 2.3 Belgium Sealing Tapes 

2.3.2 From Luxembourg · 
Several kinds of sealing tapes have been used on mail to or from Belgium. The upper cover shows a sealing tape that I have 

very rarely seen on Luxembourg mail. 

DEllllE llLIUllE. 

� 
Copy- The two forms of 

sealing tapes have 
always 'CENSURE 

Mil/TA/RE' mentioned, 
the first form sometimes 
with a number for each 

censor. sometimes with a 
cancellation of the 

personalized censor 
cancel 

Rate: 25 Centimes. UPU 
letter rate up to 20 grams 

- with 15 Centimes under-
ji'anked by 10 Centimes 

CENSURE M I L ITA IRE 

Luxembourg-City, 1 9111 May 19 19. forwarded to Ghent, Belgium censor 
cancel 53, Belgian scaling tape II + initials 

- less than five registered mail items known with the sealing tape no. ill 

C E I S U R E  l l L I TA I R E .  
t 61 . 

Luxembourg-City, 5111 Feb 1 9 1 9. forwarded to Liege, Belgian censor cancel 
A DISTRIBUER, on reverse: Belgian scaling tape CENSURE MILITAIRE. 161 and 

manuscript change of number to 186 and initial 



B Allied Occupation 1 1/1918 - 0811919 2 Sealing Tapes 
II Censorship on International Correspondence 2.4 British Sealing Tapes 

British soldiers were never occupying Luxembourg. But the British sealing tapes can be found very occasionally on mail to 
and from Luxembourg after the war. 

OPENED Bl 
CENSOR. 

fllll/. 459 

Copy- British sealing 
tapes on mail to or from 

Luxembourg after the 
Great War is rare, 

currently only the two 
items shown are 

registered 

Rate: 2 'hd, UPU feller 
rate up to 20 grams, tariff 
valid as of 1s1 Feb 1919 7 
feller is with 2d underpaid 

by 'hd L 

OPENED BY 
CENSOR. 

Glasgow, 8111 Mar 19 19, forwarded via Belgium and Aachen to Wasser bi II ig, on reverse: 
British sealing tape OPENED BY CENSOR. PW. 459 

- one of two registered letters 

Rate: 2 'h d, UPU letter 
rate up to 20 grams, tar[ff 

validas of r' Feb 1919 

London, I 61" Apr 19 19, forwarded to Echternach via Belgium and Aachen; on 
reverse: British sealing tape OPENED BY CENSOR. 5 5 1 8  
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