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Benjamin F. Parsons, Jr., a popular meat dealer of Hagerstov;n, 
this county, is one of Wayne's native sons, born in the village of 
rlagerstown, Feb. 20, 1884, a son of George 'Vil. and Priscilla (Ma
thews) Parsons, the former a native of Jefferson township and the 
latter of Cincinnati, Ohio. George W. Parsons, born on what is 
no>v the "Reynolds Farm," in Jefferson to\vnship, in September, 
1843, was reared on that homestead, one of five children, all de
ceased, except B. F. Parsons, Sr., of Richmond, and Martha, wife 
of D. A. Rudy , crf Indianapolis. His educational advantages were 
those of the district schools, and he left school to enlist as a pri
vate in Company I of the Fifty-seventh Indiana infantry for service 
in the Civil war, later being promoted to orderly sergeant, first 
lieutenant, and captain of his company. This regiment was re
cruited in the Fifth and Eleventh Congressional districts and was 
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organized at Richmond, in November, t86I, I} was inustered in 
Nov. 18, and left the State Dec. 23, reporting to General BueJl at 
Louisville, where it was assigned to the Sixth division, Army of the 
Ohio, and ordered to Bardstown, Ky. It moved to Lebanon, and 
on Feb. r21 1862, to Munfordville, and thence to Nashville. It 
started for Pittsburg Landing· March 211 and was actively engaged 
at Shiloh. It participated in the siege of Corinth and moved frotn 
thence to Northern Alabama, where it remained until July, when 
it was ordered to Tennessee . It was on duty near Tullahoma and 
McMinnville until September and then took an active part in the 
campaign against Bragg in Kentt1cky, being in the battle of Perry
ville. It was at Nashville during most of December, guarding for
age trains and engaged in frequent skirmishes. At the battle of 

tone's River it was attached to the left wing of the army and dis
tinguished i tself by its gallantry in resisting the fierce attacks rnade 
upon the lines at that point. . It was in camp near Murfreesboro 
during- the v. inter and spdng of r863, took part i11 Reynolds, ''eleven 
days' scout' in April, and participated in the campaign against 
Tullahoma.. It was in can1p near Pelham until Aug. 16, when it 
joined in the campaign toward ChattatlOoga and operated on the 
north side of the Tennessee, opposite that city, its brigade taking 
possession ·Of Chattan.ooga on its evacuation after the battle of 
Chickamauga. Colonel Lennard was assigned as provost�n1arshal 
and the regiment was placed on duty as provost guard. It was in 
the battle of lviissionary Ridge and was then as.signed to the Second 
division (Sheridan,s) Fonrth corps1 whjch formed a part of the 
colt1n1n sent to the relief of Burnside at Knoxville. Mr. Parsons 
re-enlisted with the regiment, Jan. I, r864, and was furloughed home 
in March. With his reuiment he rejoined the Fourth corps, M.ay 5, 
and took part in the A tlanta campaign, being engaged at Rocky 
Face Ridge1 Resaca, Adairsville; Allatoona, New Hope Church, and 
in the heavy skirmishes about Kenesaw Mountain. In. the assault 
of June 27 the regiment formed the skirmish line in front of the 
assaulting column of the Fourth corps and was on the skirmish line 
at Peachtree Creek, where, after a desperate resistance� a portion of 
the reQ"jnH�nt was captured by the Confederates. Captain Parsons 
wa,, ltnfortunatly one of the number, and the next three months 
he experienced the horrors of Andersonville prison. Iie was re· 
leased at the end of that time and, resuming his command, was with 
Thomas' army which resisted the enemy's invasion of Tennessee. 
He was engaged at Franklin and was in the battle of Nash-ville .. 

after which the regiment moved to Huntsville, A1a., in pursuit of 
Hood, ren1aining there until spring. It moved into Tennessee in 
April, r865, proceeding from Bull's Gap to ashville, in July was 
transferred to Texas, being stationed at Port Lavaca, and was 
nu1stered out Dec. 14, 1865. Captain Parsons came home via In
dianapolis and engaged with his father in the buying and selling 
of horses, taking them overland to the Chkago market. He was 
married in 1866 and then engaged in the grocery business; but later 
entered the meat busine ss and continued in that Hne of industry 
until he retired, in r908, and he died at �Iager§town in August, 1910. 
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