


PREFACE AND OVERVIEW 

HISTORY 

For the past 45 years I have been active in Philately, particularly with Postal History Swit

zerland. My various collections have won numerous FIP Grand Prix Awards and Large Gold 

medals. However, my primary goal has always been to share my knowledge and research 

with fellow collectors and encourage the youth to become more involved in our fasci

nating hobby. Over the past almost 30 years I published 8 books, all of which centered 

around Swiss Postal History and documenting new and never before published research, 

ranging from Destination Mail, the Prephilatelic Period {Rates, Routes, Postal Treaties) 

to the first Cantonal and Federal Stamp issues of Switzerland. The books won numerous 

Awards and Large Gold Medals at domestic and international exhibitions. 

At the 2018 National Stamp exhibition in Luga no, Switzerland where I introduced my lat

est book "The Postal History of the First Federal Postage Stamps of Switzerland", I de

clared that it was at the same time my last book. Due to my advanced age it was time for 

me to retire from publishing. 

However soon thereafter, my wife passed away. After 60 years of marriage this left a tre

mendous void in my life. At the suggestion of Friends and Family I turned yet again to our 

beloved Hobby- Philately! My son knew that I had acquired some 25 years ago a collection 

of Swiss Forgeries which I never gave the time of day and had it stored somewhere in my 

attic. Always intrigued by these forgeries and after encouragement from my son I decided 

to study, analyze and publish my finding in yet another book. The fire was back, the mo

tivation was here. 

Internationally the topic of Forgeries is a well-studied aspect of philately, supported by 

many publications and collected by major philatelists. Not so in Switzerland. I realized 

soon that Forgeries of Cantonal Swiss Stamps was indeed virgin territory, in fact it was 

a mostly avoided subject, looked upon as the "Black-Sheep" of Philately. There were no 

previous know publications, there were no other collectors or previous collections to be 

used as a reference. I had to start at ground zero. One of my first contacts was with the 



highly regarded Swiss Philatelic Expert, the late Emil Rellstab. Rellstab often exhibited in 

the Jury-Class a one frame exhibit of Classic Swiss Forgeries. Since this collection was in

strumental to his work as an expert, he did not want to sell his collection or his research 

notes. Due to his untimely dead, Corinphila was able to acquire the entire stock and was 

kind enough to sell me the relevant material to help and support my latest endeavor. 

Studying the Rellstab archive and material, I discovered an early collection from a collec

tor by the name "A. Stutz". Stutz referenced in his write-up of the forgeries an initial "R" 

(followed by a number). What was the meaning of this initial R? Could it be Reuterskiold? 

But why? Discussions with Messrs. Hertsch and Kimmel confirmed this assumption. In

deed, the legendary Baron Axel von Reuterskiold was an early pionieer in the field of 

Classic Swiss Forgeries. 

This motivated me even more. The publication of my first book in 1997 "Swiss Letter Let

ter Mail to Foreign Destinations" was referred to by philatelic experts and the press as a 

"Jahrhundertwerk of Swiss Philately" and compared to the epic book published 1899 by 

Baron Axel de Reuterskiold "Swiss Postage Stamps 1843 - 1862". Could there be another 

link that connected me to this icon of Philately? 

Further research led me to the discovery that Reuterskiold in fact published already in 

1907 a since virtually forgotten and disappeared booklet where on 36 pages he describes 

in great detail the main forgery characteristics of the 10 Cantonal Stamps. His list and 

catalogue included altogether 156 different forgery-types. The first piece of the puzzle 

was solved- we knew now with certainty what the R in the early collection of Stutz stands 

for and we knew that there was an early publication of Swiss Forgeries. Unfortunatly Re

uterskiold described the forgeries only in text but failed to illustrate them. This led to our 

Quest and Challenge: Can we succeed a 100+ years later to illustrate all of the forgeries 

listed by Reuterskiold and at the same time expand his work to include new discoveries? 

We had not idea on what exciting philatelic journey we would embark. It was indeed a 

puzzle with different pieces coming from all part of the world. We were on a fact-finding 

mission and treasure hunt at the same time. 

Domestically we enlisted the help of the Forgery Commission of the Swiss Philatelic Fed

eration and Swiss Expert Martin Eichele - both of them proved to be helpful. However, 



the big breakthrough came when my son Richard Schafer jr. discussed the topic with his 

friend, the leading American Expert Richard Frajola. Richard is one of the most knowl

edgeable Philatelists in the World, Frajola immediately turned my son's attention to the 

two largest ever formed forgery collections: the one from the late Carl Walske and the one 

from the late Paul Butterfield Freeland. Their tremendous worldwide forgery collections 

included a substantial part and section of the Forgeries of Classic Swiss stamps. Through 

the help of Frajola and combined with other fortunate circumstances, my son was able 

to acquire most of the Swiss material from these two collections. His further "hunt" led 

him to other substantial forgery , formed over the past SO years: Anton Kofranek, Max 

Burle, Rolf Weggler, Wing Commander Frank Bulstrode and others, all of which we were 

fortunate to acquire. 

The next step was to combine all of these collections into one master-file, study, analyze 

and categorize them based on the descriptions provided in 1907 by Reuterskiold. A mon

umental task since by now we were close to 10,000 forgeries. For the time being the focus 

was on the Cantonal stamps, the first Federal stamps (known as Durheim issues) were for 

the time being set aside. 

The obvious question now is ... What is the result? Were we able to close the circle? Were 

we able to document and picture all of the 156 forgeries listed by Reuterskiold in 1907? 

After 1000's of hours by both myself and my son the answer is a resounding YES! 

This book documents about 3,500 stamps- 195 different forgeries of Cantonal and Transi

tional-Stamps. The discovery of the additional 39 forgery types, compared to the 156 list

ed by Reuterskiold, can be explained by the fact that Reuterskiold stopped with his work 

in 1907. Therefore these additional forgeries are all produced after 1907. 

We consider this book as a labor of love ... our love for philately. We hope it will help in the 

continued education and fight against forgeries and philately. But we consider this book 

as well as a tribute to one of the true "Kings" of Philately - Baron Axel de Reuterskiold. 

To be able to illustrate his early work from 1907 and document all forgery types in color 

is in itself a small wonder- we therefore fittingly add the subtitle "Reuterskiold II" to this 

publication. 



CHA PTER OVERVIEW 

CHA PTER I: BASIS 

This chapter deals with the technical questions of the forgeries, such as the differentiation 

between authentic, forged and falsified (both single stamps and covers), as well as the 

characteristics of the authentic stamps, forgeries on letters, repaired stamps, certifica

tions and much more. For the judgement of forgeries we applied the technical basis for 

print, papier, color and for forged covers the relevant postal treaties and rates. Further 

tools such as papier-thickness and ultra-violet devices were used as well as microscopic 

analysis and magnifiers. 

CHAPTER II : FORGERS, COLLECTIONS, I DENTI FICATION SYSTEMS 

Overview of the major forgers organized based on the timeline of the period when they 

were active: Early Period 1860-1880; Principal Period 1880-1910; Modern Period after 

1910. Listing of all forgers and discussion of the well known forgers as well as minor fig

ures active in the forgery business related to Classic Swiss postage stamps. Sales and dis

tribution channels through which the forgerd stamps were offered and sold. Most impor

tantly a comparison of the early indentification systems used by pionier collectors such as 

Reuterskjold, Robert Earee, Cedric Dry and the legendary Jean de Sperati. 

CHAPTER Ill: CATALOGUE FORGERIES SWISS CANTONAL STAMPS 

This is the main part of this study. Organized based on the 10 different Cantonal stamps: 

1. Basel Dove; 2. ZUrich 4; 3. ZUrich 6; 4. Geneva Double Eagle; 5. Geneva Small Eagle; 

6. Geneva Large Eagle light- and darkgreen; 7. Geneva Crowned Eagle/ Postal Entire; 8. 

Waad 4 and Waad 5; 9. Canton Geneva Neuenburg; 10. Canton ZUrich Winterthur. For 

each stamp we developed a system with arrows which point out the authentic and forged 

characteristics. 



CHA PTER IV: ATIACHMENTS AND SOURCES 

1. Reproduction of the original Forgery-Registry developed by A. de Reuterskiold in 

1907: "The Cantonal Stamps of Switzerland". Third and expanded print based on 

earlier publications from the same author in 1889 and 1898. 

2. Various Handbooks and Publications related to Forgeries (Sources) 

3. Early articles about forgeries published in numerous magazines such as SBZ 

4. Early Sales Brochures and Advertisements regarding Forgeries 

A P PRECIATION 

The publication of this study and refence book would not have been possible without the 

help from many philatelists from around the world, Auction-Firms, Stamp- Dealers and 

fellow collectors. They all graciously made available their findings, collections and docu

ments. To them goes our gratitude. 

However, my appreciation goes particularly to my son, Richard junior for his tireless work, 

research and acquisition of major collections. He prepared and supported many aspects 

of this publication. A further thank you goes to Andreas Grunewald, Schwabisch Gmund 

( D) who worked on the scans, text and print and was responsible for the print process. 

Without the help of these two it would have been impossible for me to realize this book. 

Thank you as well to my niece Sarah Brunner, who was able to transcribe my handwrit

ten notes and convert them to an electronic system. A big thank you as well to Messrs. 

Honegger, specialized stamp dealers in Schmerikon who supplied all original stamps and 

made available their vast data material. And last but not least to all my friends at Corin

phila, Zurich who again enthusiastically endorsed my latest book and are responsible for 

the distribution and sale. 

Schonried, January 2022 


