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THE POSTAL LAWS.

CHAPTER I,

ORGANIZATION AND MISCELLANEOUS.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uniled Stales
of America in Congress assembled, That there be established, at the seat of the Govern-
ment of the United States, a General Post Office, under the direction of a Postmaster
General. The Postmaster General shall appoint two Assistants,* and such clerkst as
may be necessary for the performance of the business of his office, and ‘as aré author-

‘ized by law; and shall procure, and cause to’ be kept, a seal for the said office, which
shall be affixed to commissions of postmasters, and used to atithenticate all tran-
seripts and copies which may be required from the Department. He shall establish
post offices and appoint} postmasters at all such places as shall appear to him expedi-
ent, on the post roads that are or may be established by law. He shall give his
agsistants, the postmasters, and all other persons whom he shall employ, or who may
be employed in any of the departments of the General Post Office, instructions relative
to their duty. Fe shall provide for the carriage of the mail on all post roads that are
or may be established by law, and as often as he, having regard to the productiveness
thereof, and other circumstances, shall think proper. He may direct the route or road,
where there are more than one, between places designated by law,for a post road,
which route shall be considered the post road. He shall obtain fro g
their accounts, and vouchers for their recelpts and e'{penduures’on
or oftener, with the balances thereon ansmg in favor of the General
shall pay all expenséds which may arise in conducting the Post Office, and
veyance of the mail, and all other necessary expenses arising on the collection of the
revenue, and management of the General Post Office. He shall prosecute offenses
against the Post Office establishment. He shall, once in three months, render§ to tl_ric
Secretary of the Treasury a quarterly account of all the receipts and expenditures in

I the said Department, to be adjusted and settled as other public accounts. He shall

* The law of July 2, 1836, (sce Sec. 3 of this compilation,) authorizes a Third Assistant. That of
Marclh 3, 1853, directs Their .tppumtmont by the President and Senate ; see No. 5 of this compilation,

1 The clerks in the setfling branch (Auditor’s Office) are appointed by the Secretary of the T'reasury.

$Postmasters of offices yielding $1,000 per annum and upwards are appointed, under the Act of July .
2, 1856, (see No. 7 below,) by the President and Senate.

. §The 8th Sec. of the Act of July 2, 1836, devolves this duty upon the Auditor.
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also superintend the business of the Department in all the duties that are or may be
agsigned to it. * % % * __Sec. 1, Aet of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 2. Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gen-
eral to decide on the official forms of all papers to be used by postmasters, and other
officers or agents of the Post Office Department, concerned in its receipts and pay-
ments, and the manner and form of keeping and stating its accounts; to enforce
the prompt rendition of the returns of postmasters, and of all certificates, acknowl.
edgments, receipts, and other papers, by postmasters and contractors, relative to the
accounts of the Department; to control, according to law, and subject to the settlement
of the Auditor, the allowances to postmasters, the expenses of post offices, and all
other expenses incident to the service of the Department; to regulate and direct the
payment of the said allowances and expenses for which appropriations have been
made; to superintend the disposition of the proceeds of post offices and other moneys
of the Department; to prescribe the manner in which postmasters shall pay over their
balances; to grant warrants for money to be paid into the Treasury, and out of the
same, in pursuance of appropriations by law, to persons to whom the same shall be
certified to be due by the said Auditor: Provided, That advances of necessary sums
to defray expenses may be made by the Postmaster General to agents of the Depart-
ment employed to investigate mail depredations, examine post routes and post offices,
and perform other like services, to be charged by the Auditor for the Post Office De-
partment, and be accounted for in the settlement of their accounts.—Sec. 9, JAct of July
2, 1836.

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That there shall be employed by the Postmaster
General a Third Assistant Postmaster General, who may receive and send letters and
packets free of postage.*—Sec. 20, JAct of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 4. JAnd be it further enacted, That in case of the death, resignation, or absence
of the Postmaster General,all his powers and duties shall devolve, for the time being,
on the First Assistant Postmaster General.—Sec. 40, Jct of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 5. JAnd be it further enccted, That hereafter, as the office of Assistant Post-
master General, or either of them, shall be vacated, the appointment of his successor
shall be made by the President of the United States, by and with the advice and con-
sent of the Scnate.—Sec. 3, Act of March 3, 1353, establishing post routes.

Sec. 6. Jind be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed by the President,
with the consent of the Senate, an Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office Depart-
ment, whose duty it shall be to receive all accounts arising in the said Department,
or relative thereto, to audit and settle the same, and certify their balances to the Post-
master General: Provided, That if either the Postmaster General, or any person whose
account shall be settled, be dissatisfied thercwith, he may, within twelve months,
appeal to the:First Comptroller of the Treasury, whose decision shall be final and
conclusive. ' The said Auditor shall report to the Postmaster General, when required,
the official forms of papers to be used by postmasters and other officers or agents of
the Department, concerned in its receipts and payments, and the manner and form of
keeping and stating its accounts. He shall keep and preserve all accounts, with the
vouchers, after settlement. He shall promptly report to the Postmaster General all
delinquencies of postmasters in paying over the proceeds of their offices. He shall
close the accounts of the Department quarterly, and transmit to the Secretary of the
Treasury quarterly statements of its receipts and expenditures. He shall register,
charge, and countersign all warrants upon the Treasury for reccipts and payments
issued by the Postmaster Geeneral, when warranted by law. He shall perform such
other duties, in relation to the financial concerns of the Department, as shall be assigned

* See note to No. 91; also Sce. 100,
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to him by the Secretary of the Treasury, [or Postmaster General,] and shall make to
them respectively such reports as either of them may require respecting the same. The
said Auditor may frank, and receive free of postage, letters and packets under the
regulations provided by law for other officers of the Government. And all letters and

ackets to and from the Chief Engineer,* which may relate to the business of his
office, shall be free of postage.—Sec. 8, JAct of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 1. Jnd be it further enacted, That there shall be appointed by the President of
the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Scnate, a deputy post-
master foreach post office at which the commissions allowed to the postmaster amounted
1o one thousand dollars or upwards in the year ending the thirticth day of June, one
thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, or which may, in any subsequent year, term-
inating on the thirtieth day of June, amount to or exceed that sum, who shall hold his
office for the term of four years, unless sooner removed by the President.—Sec. 33,
Act of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 8. Jnd be it further enacted, That * * * no person shall hold the
office of postmaster who shall not be an actual resident of the city or town wherein
the office is situated, or the district of country usually supplied by said office.—See.
36, JAct of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 9. JAnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General, and all persons em-
ployed in the General Post Office, or in the care, custody, or conveyance of the mail,
shall, previous to entering upon the duties assigned to them, or the execution of their
trusts, and before they shall be entitled to receive any emolument therefor, respectively
take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation before some magistrate, and cause
a certificate thereof to be filed in the General Post Office: ** I, A B, do swear, [or affirm,
as the case may be,] that I will faithfully perform all the duties required of me, and
abstain from everything forbidden by the laws in relation to the establishment of the
Post Office and post roads within the United States.”” LEvery person who shall be, in
any manber, employed in the care, custody, conveyance, or management of the mail,
shall be subject to all pains, penalties, and forfeitures, for violating the injunctions or
neglecting the duties required of him by the laws relating to the establishment of the
Post Office and post roads, whether such person shall have talcen the oath or affirmation
above prescribed or not.—Sec. 2, Acl of March 3, 1825,

Sec. 10. vAnd be it further enacted, That no fees or perquisites shall be received by
any person employed in the Geéneral Post Office, on account of the duties to be per-
formed by virtue of his appointment.j—See. 12, Jet of March 3, 1823,

Sec. 11, Jnd be it further enacted, That the postmasters, postriders, and drivers of
the mail stages, shall be exempt from militia duties, and serving on juries, or any fine
or penalty for neglect thereof.—Sec. 35, JAct of March 3, 1825.

Src, 12, And be it further enacted, That assistant postmasters and clerks regularly
employed and engaged in post oftices, shall be exempt from militia duty, and serving
on juries, and from any fine or penalty for neglect thereof.—Sec. 34, Act of July2, 1836.

Ske. 13, fnd be it further enacled, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General,
upon the appointment of any postmaster, to require and take, of such postmaster,
bond, with good and approved security, in such penalty as he may judge sufficient,
conditioned for the faithful discharge of all the duties of such postmaster required by
law, or which may be required by any instruction or general rule for the government
of the Department: Provided, kowever, That, if default shall be made by the postmaster
aforesaid, at any time, and the Postmaster General shall fail to institute suit against
Such postmaster and said sureties for two years from and after such default shall be

si(: See note 10 See. 91, § The 3d See. of Act of March 3, 1839, has a more comprehensive provi-
R 0n this subject.  See No. 209,
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—_
made, then, and in that case, the said sureties shall not be held liable to the Uniteq
States, nor shall suit be instituted against them.*—Sec. 3, Jct of March 3, 1825,

Sec. 14. JAad be it further enacted, That when any one or more of the sureties of g
postmaster shall notify to the Postmaster General their desive to be released from theip
suretyship, or when the Postmaster General shall deem it necessary, he shall require
the said postmaster to execute a new bond, with security, which, when accepted by
the Postmaster General, shall be as valid as the bond given,upon the original appoint-
ment of said postmaster, and the surcties in the prior bond shall be released from
responsibility for all acts or defaults of said postmaster which may be done or committed
subsequent to the acceptance of the new bond, the date of which shall be indorsed
thereon: Provided, That payments made subsequent to the execution of the new bond
by said postmaster shall be applied first to discharge any balance which may be due
on the old bond, unless he shall, at the time of payment, expressly direct them to be
applied to the credit of his new account.—Sec. 37, JAct of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 15, Jnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General shall, within sixty
days after the making of any contract, cause a duplicate thereof to be lodged in the
office of the Auditor of the Post Office Department. Upon the death, resiguation, or
removal of any postmaster, he shall cause his bond of office to be delivered to the said
Auditor; and shall also cause to be promptly certified to him all establishments and
discontinuances of post ofiices, and all appointments, deaths, resignations, and removals
of postmasters, together with all orders and regulations which may originate a claim,
or in any manner affect the accounts of the Department.—Sec. 11, et of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 16. JAnd be it jurther enceted, That all waters on which steamboats regularly
pass from port to port shall be considered and established as post roads, subject to
the provisions contained in the several acts regulating the Post Odlice establishment,—
Sec. 3, Jct of Maerch 3, 1823.

Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General shall be authorized,
in his diseretion, to contract for carrying the mail on the navigable canals of the sev-
eral States, in all cases where, in his opinion, the public interest and convenience shall
require it; and for the time during which mails may be carried on such eanals, or any
parts thereof, the same are hereby declared to be post roads.—=See. 42, et of July 2,
1836.

Skc. 18. Resolved, That the Postmaster General shall be, and he is hereby, author-
ized, in his discretion, to contract for carrying the mail on all the plank roads which
have been or shall be constructed in the United States, and in all cases when, in his
opinion, the public interest and convenience require it; and that, for the time during
which mails may be carried on such plank roads, or any part theveof, the same shall
be, and they are hereby declared to be, post roads of the United States.—Joint Reso-
lution of July 12, 1852,

Skc. 19. JAnd be it further enacled, That all post routes which hereafter, within the
term of three successive years, fail to yield one fourth of the expense incident to their
establishment, shall be discontinued by the Postmaster General, unless in cases where
it may be nccessary as a connection or continuance of a route or routes: Provided, also,
That this section shall not be so construed as to deprive the scat of justice in each
county of one mail going to and from said town.t—=See. 2, Ject of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 20. Jad be it further enacled, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gen-
eral to report annually to Congress every post road which shall not, after the second
year from its establishment, have produced one third of the expense of earrying the
mail on the same.—See. 39, et of March 3, 1825.

* See provisions of following Sec.; also of Nos. 188 and 189,  { See Sec, 35, as to meils for county
towns.



COMMISSIONS OF POSTMASTERS. 7

Sec. 21, JAnd be it further enacted, That every postmaster shall keep an office, in
which one or more persons shall attend on every day on which a mail shall arrive,
by land or water, as well as on other days, at such hours as the Postmaster General
ghall direct, for the purpose of performing the duties thereof; and it shall be the duty
of the postmaster, at all reasonable hours, on every day of the week, to deliver, on
demand, any letter, paper, or packet, to the person entitled to, or authorized to receive
the same; and all letters brought to any post office half an hour before the time of
making up the mail at such office, shall be forwarded therein, except at such post offices
where, in the opinion of the Postmaster General, it requires more time for making up
the mail, and which he shall accordingly prescribe; but this shall in no case exceed
one hour.—Sec. 11, Jct of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 22, Be it further enacted, # % % That no greater sum shall be paid
to any mail agent of any description than one thousand dollars per annum, and no
greater sum for all his traveling and incidental expenses than at the rate of two dollars
for each day he shall be actually employed in the capacity of mail agent.*—Post
Qffice Appropriation, Act of March 3, 1845.

Sec. 23. JAnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby,
authorized to allow hereafter to the special agents of the Post Office Department the
annual salary of sixteen hundred dollars. * 0% *  —Sec. 4, Aet of March 3,
1851.

Sec. 24. JAnd be it further enacted, * # * That the Postmaster General
be, and he is hereby, authorized to employ, when the service may require it, the As-
sistant Postmasters General as special agents, and to make them compensation and
allowance therefor, not to exceed the amount expended by said agents as necessary
traveling expenses while so employed.—Sec. 2, Jct of March 3, 1847,

CHAPTER II.
COMMISSIONS OF POSTMASTERS.

SEc. 25. Beit further enacted, That  *  *  *  the Postmaster General may
allow to the postmaster at New Orleanst at the rate of eight hundred dollars a year in
addition to his ordinary commissions. The Postmaster Greneral is hereby authorized
to allow to the postmaster of the city of Washington, in addition to the allowance
made by this Act, for postage collected and for free letters received by him for deliv-
ery, a commission of five per cent. on the amount of mails distributed at his office:
Provided, nevertheless, That the whole annual emolument of the said postmaster, in-
cluding the extra compensation of eight hundred dollars, which is hereby allowed
him, shall be subject to the restrictions imposed by the forty-first section of this Act.
~Sec. 14, Act of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 26. Jnd be it further enacted, That, whenever the annual emoluments of any
Postmaster, after deducting therefrom the necessary expenditures incident to his office,
shall amount to more than two thousand dollars, the surplus shall be accounted for,
and paid to the Postmaster General, and by him to be accounted for in the same

Manner as other moneys aceruing from the Post Office establishment.—Sec. 41, et of
March 3, 1895,

* Following Sec. (No. 23) modifies this,  } See Secs. 30 and 29afor renewal of this provision.



8 THE POSTAL LAWS.

Sec 27. JAnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be authorized to
allow to each postmaster one cent for every letter received from any ship or vessel,
and mailed by him, provided his usual commission, together with the allowance afore-
said, shall not exceed the sum of two hundred dollars a year.—Sec. 2, JAct of March
2, 1821,

Seec. 28. Be it further enacted, That, in addition to returns now required to be
rendered by postmasters, it shall be the duty of postmasters at New York, Boston,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and New Orleans, and the other several cities of the Union,
each and every year, hereafter, to render a quarter yearly account to the Postmaster
General, under oath, in such form as the latter shall prescribe, for the purpose of
giving full effect to this proviso, of all emoluments or sums by them respectively
received for boxes or pigeon-holes, or other receptacles for letters or papers, and by
them charged for to individuals; or for the delivery of letters or papers at or from
. any place in either of said cities, other than the actual post office of such city; and of
all emoiuments, receipts, and profits that have come to their hands by reasan of keep-
ing branch post offices in either of said cities; and if, from such accounting, it shall
appear that the net amounts received by either of the postmasters at either of such
cities, for such boxes and pigeon-holes, and other receptacles for letters and papers,
and for delivering letters or papers at or from any place in either of said cities, other
than said post office, and by reason of keeping a branch post office in either of said
cities, shall, in the aggregate, exceed the sum of three thousand dollars* in any one
year, such excess shall be paid to the Postmaster General, for the use and purposes
of the Post Office Department; and no postmaster shall, hereafter, under any pretense
whatsoever, have, or receive, or retain for himself, in the aggregate, more than five
thousand dollars per year, including salary, commissions, boxes, and all other fees,
perquisites, and emoluments, of any name or character whatsoever, and for any service
whatsoever.—Sec. 2, Civil and Diplomatic JAppropriation Bill of May 18, 1842.

Sec. 29. Be it further enacted, That in lieu of the commissions allowed deputy post-
masters by the fourteenth Section of the Act of the third of March, eighteen hundred
and twenty-five, the Postmaster General may allow, on the procceds of their respective
offices, a commission not exceeding the following rates on the amount received in any
one year, or a due proportion thereof for less than a year: *  *  # oy al]
sums arising from the postage on newspapers, magazines, and pampbhlets, fifty per
cent.; on the amount of postages on letters or packets received for distribution, sevent
per cent.: Provided, That all allowances, commissions, or other emoluments, shall be
subject to the provisions of the forty-first Section of the Act which this is intended to
amend; and that the annual compensation therein limited shall be computed for the
fiscal year commencing on the first of July and ending the thirtieth of June each year;
and that for any period less than a year the restrictions contained in said section shall
be held to apply in & due proportion for such fractional period: Jnd provided further,
That the compensation to any deputy postmaster under the foregoing provisions (to
be computed upon the receipt at his office of a larger sum) shall in no case fall short
of the amount to which he would have been entitled under a smaller sum received at
his office.—Sec. 1, JAct of March 1,1847.

SEc. 29a. Be it further enccled, That  * % % jt ghall not be lawful to make
any allowance or compensation to deputy postmasters in addition to their commissions

* Sec. 13, Act of March 3, 1847, (see Scec.20a below,) restricts this allowance to §2,000, and conse-
quently the limit of a postmaster’s entire income to §4,000 a year.

 The Act of June 22, 1854, (see No. 30,) raises the commissions of general distributing officers 16
12} per cent
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as authorized by law, excepting the receipts from boxes, of which all beyond* two
thousand dollars shall be applied in defraying the expenses of their offices, and to be
accounted for in the same manner as they are required to account for their commissions;
and excepling the special allowance made by law to the postmasters at Washington
city and New Orleans.*—Sec. 13, ct of March 3, 1847.

Sec. 30. Be it further enacted, That in place of the compensation now allowed deputy
postmasters, the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow them
commissions, at the following rates, on the postage collected at their respective offices
in each quarter of the year, and in due proportion for any period less than a quarter,
viz:

On any sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, sixty per eent.; but any postmaster
at whose office the mail is to arrive regularly between the hours of nine o’clock at night
and five o’clock in the morning, may be allowed seventy per cent. on the first hundred
dollars.

On any sum over and above one hundred dollars, and not exceding four hundred
dollars, fifty per cent. ‘

On any sum over and above four hundred dollars, but not exceeding twenty-four
hundred dollars, forty per cent.

And on all sums over twenty-four hundred dollars, fifteen per cent.

On the amount of postage on letters and packages received at a distributing office
for distribution, twelve and one half per cent. commission may be allowed.

Every postmaster whose compensation shall not exceed five hundred dollars in one
quarter, shall be allowed one cent on every free letter delivered outof his office, except
such as are for the postmaster himself. But the special allowance now made by law
to the postmasters of New Orleans and Washington city shall not otherwise be either
increased or diminished.

Each postmaster who shall be required to keep a register of the arrival and departure
of the mails, shall be aliowed ten cents for each monthly return which he makes to
the Postmaster General. '

Each postmaster may be allowed two mills for the delivery from his offce to a
subscriber of each newspaper not chargeable with postage: Provided, That to any
postmaster of a distributing office at which the commissions, allowances, and emolu-
ments, since the thirty-first day of March, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three,
have been insufficient to defray the actual and necessary expenses, and afford the
postmaster the annual compensation derived from commissions at the office before said
thirty-first day of March, the Postmaster General may, in his diseretion, allow quar-
terly, from the date aforesaid, out of the postages collected at any such office, an
amount sufficient to supply such deficiency: Provided further, That to any postmaster
of a separaling office, whose commissions, allowances, and emoluments may be found
insufficient to provide the extra labor necessary to a prompt and eflicient performance
of the duties of separating and dispatching the mails passing through his office, the
Postmaster General may male such quarterly allowance, out of the postages collected
at such office, as he may deem sufficient to compensate such extra labor: Provided
Further, That the commissions and allowances authorized by this act shall be subject
to the provisions of the forty-first section of the act entitled ¢ An act to reduce into
one the several acts establishing and regulating the Post Office Department:” Jnd
provided further, That the Postmaster General may, in his discretion, dispose of any
quarterly returns of mails sent or received, which were made up previous to the first
day of July, eighteen hundred and fifty, preserving the accounts current, and all
vouchers accompanying such accounts, and use such portion of the proceeds thereof

* See Sce. 25 for statute referred to.
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as may be necessary to defray the cost of separating and disposing of the same. Thig
act shall take effect and be in force from and after the commencement of the next
fiscal quarter after its passage.—Ject of June 22, 1854,

Sec. 32. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General may, from time to
time, in his discretion, dispose of any quarterly returns of mails sent, or received, pre-
serving the accounts current, and all vouchers accompanying such accounts, and use
such portions of the proceeds thereof as may be necessary to defray the cost of sep-
arating and disposing of the same: Provided, That the accounts shall be preserved
entire at least two years.—lct of May 24, 1858.

Sec. 33. Jnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General may allow to the
postmasters in the State of California, and in the Territories of Oregon and Washing-
ton, from the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, such sums
of the postage collected at their respective offices as will, in addition to the commissions,
allowances, and emoluments, be sufficient to defray the actual and necessary expenses
of their offices.—Sec. 4, et of July 27, 1854.

Sec. 34. Jnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be,and he is hereby,
authorized and directed, in the settlement of the accounts of postmasters in the State
of California, and Territory of Oregon, serving as such previous to the thirtieth of
June, anno Domini eighteen hundred and fifty-three, to allow to such postmasters
all just and reasonable expenses incurred by them in and about the business of their
respective offices and the discharge of their official duties: Provided, That no allowance
shall be made whereby the United States shall be charged with any indebtedness
whatsoever.—Sec. 5, Jct of July 27, 1854,

i CHAPTER III.
CONTRACTS AND LETTINGS.

SEc. 35. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General shall cause a mail
to be carried from the nearest post office on any established post road, to the court
house* of any county which is now, or may hereafter be, established in any of the
States or Territories of the United States, and which is without a mail; and the road
on which such mail shall be transported shall become a post road, and so continue,
until the transportation thereon shall cease. Itshall,also, belawful for the Postmaster
General to enter into contracts, for a term not exceeding four years, for extending the
line of posts, and to authorize the persons so contracting, as a compensation for their
expenses, to receive, during the continuance of sach contract, at rates not exceeding
those for like distances established by this act, all the postage which shall arise on
letters, newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, and packets, conveyed by any such posts;
and the roads designated in such contracts shall, during the continuance thereof, be
deemed and considered as post roads, within the provision of thisact. * % %
—>8ec. 4, Act of March 3, 1825,

Sec. 36. JAnd be it further enacted, That no other than a free white person shall be
employed in conveying the mail; and any contractor who shall employ, or permit any
other than a free white person to convey the mail, shall, for every such offense, incur
a penalty of twenty dollars.—Sec. T, et of Jarch 3, 1825.

Sec. 37. Jnd be it further enacted, That whenever it shall be made to appear to the

* Bee Sec, 19 for further provision on this head.
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satisfaction of the Postmaster Geeneral, that any road established, or which may here-
after be established, as a post road, is obstructed by fences, gates, or bars, other
‘than those lawfully used on turnpike roads to collect their toll, and not kept in good
‘repair, with proper bridges and ferries, where the same may be necessary, it shall be
the duty of the Postmaster General to report the same to Congress with such informa-
tion as can be obtained, to enable Congress to establish some other road instead of it,
in the same main direction,-—Sec. 8, JAet of Mareh 3, 1825.

. BEc. 38. JAnd be't further enacted, That if any person shall, knowingly and willfully,
. obstruct or retard the passage of the mail, or of any driver or catrier, or of any horse
or carriage carrying the same, he shall, upon conviction of every such offense, pay a
fine not exceeding one hundred dollars; and if any ferryman shall, by willful negli-
gence, or refusal to transport the mail across any ferry, delay the same, he shall forfeit
.and pay, for every ten minutes that the same shall be so delayed, a sum not exceeding
ten dollars.—Sec. 9, Aect of March 3, 1825.

. SEc. 39. Jndbe it further enucted, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General
to give public notice,* in one newspaper published at the seat of Government of the
United States, and in one or more of the newspapers published in the State or States,
or Territory, where the contract is to be performed, for at least twelvet weeks before
entering into any contract for carrying the mail, that such contract is intended to be
made, and the day on which it is to be concluded, describing the places from and to
which such mail is to be conveyed, the time at which it is to be made up, and the day
and hour at which it is to be delivered. - * ¥ | % Previded, That no contract
shall be entered into for a longer term than fourt years.—Sec.10, Act of Mareh 3, 1825.

Sec. 40, JAnd beit further enacted, That no postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerk,
employed in any post office, shall be a contractor, or concerned in a contract for carrying
the mail: Provided, That this section shall not interfere with contracts heretofore made.}
—8ec. 42, Jct of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 41. Jnd be it further enacled, That no additional allowance shall be made, by
the Postmaster General, to the contractor or carrier of any mail, on any route, over
or beyond the amount stipulated in the contract entered into for the transportation of
the mail on such route, unless additional service shall be required; and§ then no addi-
tional compensation shall be allowed, to exceed the exact proportion of the original
amount to the additional duties required. * ¥ *  —Sec. 43, JAct of March
3, 1825, ’

i SEc. 42. And be it further enacted, That any person or persons, who shall hereafter
make any propesal in writing to carry or transport the mail upon any route or routes
which may be advertised to be let, and such person or persons shall be determined by
the Postmaster General to be entitled to the contract, by virtue of such proposition, and
such person or persons shall fail or refuse to enter into an obligation, with good and
sufficient security, to perform such contract within the time required by the Postmaster
General in such advertisement, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay so much
money as shall be the difference between the amount contained in such proposal and
the amount the Postmaster General shall have to pay for the same transportation of the
mailon such route or routes.||—Sec. 44, JAct of March 3, 1825. :

*See Secs. 220 and 234 for modification of statute as to number of newspapers in which to publish.

$ The 23d Sec. of Act of July 2, 1836, (see No. 43) provides for a four weeks® advertisement at other
lhf&n the annnal lewtings, Railroad, also temporary service, can be let without advertising, (see Nos, 43
' and 164.) .

1 See further provision on this subject in No. 46. See also Sec. 202,
§ See further legislation on this point in Sec. 43,
Il See also Bee. 27 of Act of July 2, 1836, (in No. 47.)
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Sec. 43. Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gen-
eral, before advertising for proposals for the transportation of the mail, to form the
best judgment practicable as to the mode, time, and frequency of transportation on
each route, and to advertise accordingly. No consolidated or combination bid shall
be received, and no additional compensation shall be made to any mail contractor, so
ag that the compensation for additional regular service shall exceed the exact pro-
portion which the original compensation bears to the original services stipulated to
be performed; and no extra allowance shall be made to any contractor, by the Post-
master General, for an increase of expedition in the transportation of the mail, unless
thereby the employment of additional stock or carriers, by the contractor, shall be
rendered necessary; and in such case the additional compensation® shall never bear a
greater proportion to the additional stock or carriers rendered necessary, than the
sum stipulated in the original contract bears to the stock and carriers necessarily
employed in its execution; and when any extra service shall be ordered, the amount
of the allowance therefor, in dollars and cents, shall be signified in the order for such
service, and be forthwith entered upon the books of the Post Office Department, and
no additional compensation shall be paid for any extra regular service rendered before
the issuing of such order, and the making of such entry; and every order, entry, or
merrorandum whatever, on which any action of the Department is to be had,
allowance made, or money paid, and every contract, paper, or obligation drawn up
in said office, by any officer thereof, shall have affixed to it its true date; and every
paper relating to contracts or allowances filed in said office shall have the date of its
filing indorsed thereon. And whenever it shall become necessary to change the terms
of any existing contract in any other manner than that designated in this Act, or to
enter into a contract for the transportation of the mail at any other time than at the
annual letting, the Postmaster General shall give notice} in one newspaper published
at Washington city, and in one newspaper published as near as may be to the route
on which the services are to be performed, for at least four weeks before changing or
making such contract, inviting proposals therefor; which proposals shall be received
and opened, and such proceedings thereon had, in all things, as at the annual lettings:
Provided, however, That the Postmaster General may make temporary contracts until
a regular letting can talee place.—Sec. 23, Ject of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 44. Jnd be it further enacted, That proposals for mail contracts shall be deliv-
ered to the Department sealed, and shall be lkept sealed until the biddings are closed,
and shall then be opened and marlked in the presence of the Postmaster General and
of one of the Assistant Postmasters General, or in the presence of two of the Assistant
Postmasters General. And the contracts in all cases shall be awarded to the lowest
bidder, except} when his bid is not more than five per centum below that of the last
contractor on the route bid for, who shall have faithfully performed his contract:
Provided, however, That the Postmaster General shall not be bound to consider the
bid of any person who shall have willfully or negligently failed to execute or perform
a prior contract.—Sec. 24, Jet of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 45. Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gen-
eral to have recorded, in a well-bound book, a true and faithful abstract of offers made
to him for carrying the mail, cmbracing as well those which are rejected as those
wlich are accepted. The szid abstract shall contain the names of the party or parties
offerint, the terims on which Le or they propose to carry the mail, the sum for which

* See aniecedent provisions on this head in See. 41,

t Sec Sec. 2205 also See. 234, repealing di;ection to publish notices of mail lettings in Washington
city newspapers.

{ The 18th Section of the Act of March 3, 1845, (see No. 52 below,) repeals this provision.
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it is offered to contract, and the length of time the agreement is to continue. And it
shall also be the duty of the Postmaster General to put on file a nd preserve the origin-
als of the propositions of which abstracts are here directed to be made, and to report
at each session of Congress a true copy from the said recordl of all offers made for
carrying the mail as aforesaid.— Sec. 25, et of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 46. +d be it further enacted, That if any person employed in the Post Office
Department, or postmaster, shall become interested in any miail contract, or act asg
ggent, with or without compensation, in any matter or thing relating to business in
said Department, for any contractor, or person offering to becorme a contractor, he shall
be forthwith dismissed from office, and shall beliable to pay so much money as would
have heen realized from said contract,to be recovered in an action of debt in any court
having jurisdiction thereof, in the name of the United States, for the use of the Post
Office Department; and it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to cause prosecu-
tion to be mstituted.—Sec. 26, Act of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 47. JAnd be it further enacted, That every proposal for the transportation of the
mail shall be accompanied by a written.guarantee, signed by one or more responsible
persons, to the effect that he or they undertake that the bidder or bidders will, if his
or their bid be accepted, enter into an obligation, in such time as may be preseribed
by the Postmaster General, with good and sufficient sureties, to perform the service
proposed. No proposal shall be considered unless accompanied by such guarantee.
If, after the acceptance of a proposal, and notification thereof to the bidder or bidders,
he or they shall fail to enter into an obligation within the time prescribed by the Post-
master General, with good and sufficient sureties for the performance of the said service,
then the Postmaster General shall proceed to contract with some other person or per-
sons for the performance of the service, and shall forthwith cause the difference between
the amount contained in the proposal so guarantied, and the amount for which he may
have contracted for the performance of said service, for the whole period of the propo-
sal, to be charged up against the said bidder or bidders, and his or their guarantor or
guarantors, and the same may be immediately recovered by the United States, for the
use of the Post Office Department, in an action of debt against either or all of the said
persons.*—Sec. 27, Act of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 48. JAad be it further enacted, That no contract for the transportation of the
mail shall knowingly be made by the Postmaster General with any person who shall
have entered into any combination, or proposed to enter into any combination, to
prevent the making of any bid for a mail contract by any other person or persons; or
who shall have made any agreement, or shall have given or performed, or promised
to give or perform, any consideration whatever, or to do or not to do anything what-
ever, in order to induce any other person or persons not to bid for a mail contract.
And if any person so offending be a mail contractor, he may be forthwith dismissed
from the service of the Department: Provided, That whenever the Postmaster Gen-
eral shall exercise the power conferred on him by this section, he shall transmit a
copy or statement of the evidence on which he acts to Congress, at its next session.—
Sec. 28, Act of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 49. JAnd be it further enacted, That no person whose bid for the transportation
of the mail may be accepted, shall receive any pay until he shall have executed his
contract according to law and the regulations of the Department; nor shall any pay-
ment be made for any additional regular service in the transportation of the mail,
unless the same shall have been rendered in obedience to a prior legal order of the
Postmaster General.—See. 20, Jct of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 50. Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gen-

* See also Sec, 42,
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eral to furnish to the pastmasters at the termination of each route, a schedule, specify-
ing the times of the arrival and departure at their offices, respectively, of each mail, a
copy of which the postmaster shall post up in some conspicuous place in his office:
and the Postmaster General shall also furnish a notice, in like manner, of any change
or alteration in the arrivals and departures which may be ordered by him. And it
shall be the duty of every postmaster promptly to report to the Department every
delinquency, neglect, o) malpractice of the contractors, their agents or carriers, that
may come to his knowledge. And the Postmaster General shall cause to be kept and
returned to the Departnient, at short and regular intervals, by postmasters at the ends
of routes, and such others as he may think proper, registers, showing the exact times
of the arrivals and departures of the mails.—Sec. 31, JAct of July 2, 1836.

Skc. 51. Jnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby,
authorized, upon all mail routes over or upon which the amount of matter usually
transported, or which may be offered or deposited in the post office, or post offices, for
transportation, is or may become so great as to threaten materially to retard the prog-
ress or endanger the security of the letter nmil, or to cause any considerable aug-
mentation of the cost of transporting the whole mail at the present rate of speed, to
provide for the separate and more secure conveyance of the letter mail, at a speed at
least equal to that at which the mail is now transported over such route, taking care
to allow in no case of any greater delay in the transportation of the other matters and
things to be transported in the mail on any such route than may appear to be absolutely
necessary, regard being had to the cost of expediting its transportation, and the means
at his disposal or under his control for effecting the same.*—Sec. 4, et of Mareh 3, 1845.

Set. 52. Jnd be it further enacied, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gen-
eral, in all future lettings of contracts for the transportation of the mail, to let the same,
in every case, to the lowest bidder tendering sufficient guarantees for faithful perform-
ance, without other reference to the mode of such transportation than may be necessary
to provide for the due celerity, certainty, and security of such transportation: nor shall
any new contractor hereafter be required to purchase out, or take at a valuation, the
stock or vehicles of any previous contractor for the same route.—Sec. 18, et of March
3, 1845,

Skc. 53. Jnd be it further enacted, Thateach contractor engaged, or to be engaged,
in carrying mails through any of the Territories west of the Mississippi, shall have
the privilege of occupying stations at the rate of not more than one for every twenty
miles of the route on which he carries a mail, and shall have a pre¢mptive right therein
when the same shall be brought into market, to the extent of six hundred and forty

"acres, to be taken contiguously, and to include his improvement; but no such preémp-
tive right shall extend to any pass in a mountain, or other defile.—~Sec. 1, Post Qfficc
appropriation bill of JMarch 3, 1855.

CHAPTER IV,

DEAD LETTERS.

Sec. 54. Jnd be il further enacted, That the postmasters shall, respectively, publish,t

| at the expiration of every three months, or oftener, when the Postmaster General

* Sec kindred statute in No, 174, { Seeinfollowing Sec. from act of March 3, 1851, superseding these
provisions as to advertising.
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shall so direct, in one of the newspapers published at or nearest the place of his resi-
dence, for three successive weeks, a list of all the letters remaining in their respective
offices, or, instead thercof, shall make out a number of such lists, and cause them to
be posted at such public places in their vicinity as shall appear to them best adapted
| for the information of the parties concerned: and at the expiration of the next three
l' months shall send such of the said letters as then rqmain on hand, as dead letters, to
| the General Post Office, where the same shall be opened and inspected; and if any
; valuable papers, or matters of consequence, shall be found therein, it shall be the duty
| of the Postmaster General to return such letter to the writer thereof, or cause a
| descriptive list thereof to be inserted in one of the newspapers published at the place
most convenient to the supposed residence of the owner, if within the United States;
| and such letter, and the contents, shall be preserved to be delivered to the person to
whom the same shall be addressed, upon payment of the postage, and the expense of
publication. And if such letter contain money, the Postmaster General may appro-
priate it to the use of the Department, keeping an account thereof, and the amount
| shall be paid by the Department to the rightful claimant as soon as he shall be
. found.—Se¢. 26, Act of March 3, 1825.
Sec. 55. JAnd be it further enacted, That all newspapers conveyed in the mail shall
! be under cover, open atoneend, * * *  and should the publisher of any
| newspaper, after being three months previously notified that his paper is not taken-
[ out of the office to which it is sent for delivery, continue to forward such paper in the
| mail, the postmaster to whose office such paper is sent, may dispose of the same for
| the postages, unless the publisher shall pay it. * * ¥  —8Sec. 30, Act of
\ March 3, 1825.
| 8Ec. 56. Jad be it Jurther enacted, That lists of letters remaining uncalled for in
| any post office in any city, town, or village where a newspaper shall be printed, shall
| hereafter be published once only in the newspaper which, being issued weekly or
| oftener, shall have the largest circulation within the range of delivery of said office,
| to be decided by the postmaster at such office, at such time, and under such regula-
| tions, as the Postmaster General shall prescribe, and at a charge of one cent for each
! letter advertised. And the postmaster at such office is hereby directed to post ina
| conspicuous place in his office a copy of such list, on the day or day after the publi-
cation thereof; and if the publisher of any such paper shall refuse to publish the list
| of letters as provided in this section, the postmaster may designate some other paper
[ for such purpose. Such lists of letters shall be published once in every six weeks,
u and as much oftener, not exceeding once a week, as the Postmaster General may
| specially direct: Provided, That the Postmaster General may, in his discretion, direct
| the publication of German and other foreign letters in any newspaper printed in the
German orany ather foreign language, which publication shall be either in licu of, or in
addition to, the publication of the list of such letters in the manner first in this section
+ provided, as the Postmaster General shall direct.—Sec. 5, Act of March 3, 1851.

Bec. 57, Jnd be it further enacted, That when a list of uncalled-for letters shall be
published in any newspaper printed in any foreign language, said list shall be published
i such newspaper having the largest circulation within the range of delivery of said
office,— Sec. 6, Jct of August 30, 1852,

Brg. 58. vInd be it further enacted, That if the publisher of any periodical, after being

. three months previously notified that his publication is not taken out of the office to
which it is seut for delivery, continue to forward such publication in the mail, the
Postmaster at whose office such publication is sent may dispose of the same for the
Postage, unless the publisher shall pay.it; and whenever any printed matter of any
description, received during one quarter of the fiscal year, shall have remained in the

» office without being called for during the whole of any succeeding quarter, the post-



16 THE POSTAL LAWS.

master at such office shall sell the same, and credit the proceeds of such sale in hig
quarterly accounts, under such regulations, and after such notice, as the Post Office
Department shall prescribe,*—Sec. 4, Jct of August 30, 1852.

Sec. 59..And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster Geeneral is hereby authorized
to make such arrangement as he may deem advisable, by causing letters sent to Cali-
fornia and Oregon to be advertised free of expense to the United States, and by the
issuing of circulars to postmasters, and causing the same to be published, to insure, ag
far as possible, the delivery of letters sent by mail from the Atlantic States to California,
to the individuals to whom they are directed.—Sec. 5, JAct of March 3, 1853.

Skc. 60, Jnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby,
authorized to cause the dead letters which may accumulate in the State of California,
and in the Territories of Oregon and Washington, after the 30th of June, 1854, to be
returned in periods not less than quarter-yearly to the post office at San Franciseo, to
be there opened and examined under the direction of the postmaster at that office, who
shall, according to such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe, return
to the Post Office Department such of said letters as shall be found to contain money,
valuable papers, or matters of consequence, to be disposed of according to law, and
destroy such letters as shall be found to contain nothing of value: Provided, however,
That no dead letter shall be opened which the postal arrangements of the United States
with foreign countries require to be returned unopened to such countries respect-
ively.—Sec. 3, Act of July 27, 1854. :

CHAPTER V.

FINANCE,

Sec. 61. Beit further enacted, That the revenues arising in the Post Office Department,
and all debts due to the same, shall, when collected, be paid, under the direction of the
Postmaster General, into the Treasury of the United States.—Sec. 1, Act of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 62, Jnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General shall submit to Con-
gress, at the next and cach succeeding annual session, specific estimates of the sums
of money expected to be required for the service of the Department in the subsequent
year, commencing on the first day of July, under the following heads, viz: ““Compen-
sation of Postmasters,’” ¢ Transportation of Mails,’” ¢ Ship, Steamboat, and Way
Letters,’’ © Wrapping Paper,” ““Office Furniture,’” “Advertising,’* ¢ Mail Bags,”’
¢ Blanks,’’ ¢ Mail Locks, Keys, and Stamps,” ¢ Mail Depredations and Speeial
Agents,” *“Clerks for Offices,”” and ‘¢ Miscellaneous.” And the Postmaster General
shall render an account to Congress, at each suceeeding annual session, of the amounts
actually expended for each of the purposes above specified.—Sec. 2, et of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 63. JAnd be it further enacted, Thatthe aggregate sum required ¢ for the service
of the Post Office Department *’ in each year shall be appropriated by law out of the
revenue of the Department, and that all payments of the receipts of the Post Office
Department into the Treasury shall be to the credit of the said appropriation.—Sec. 3,
et of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 64. Jnd be it further enacted, That the sums appropriated for the service afore-
said shall be paid by the Treasurer in the manner herein directed: Provided, That the
compensation of postmasters, the expenses of post offices, and such other expenses of

* See antecedent provisions on this point in Sec. 55.
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J—
the Department for which appropriations have been made, as may be incurred by
ostmasters, may be deducted out of the proceeds of their offices, under the direction
of the Postmaster General: And provided also, Thatall charges against the Department
by postmasters, on account of such expenses, shall be submitted for examination and”
gettlement to the Auditor herein provided for; and that no such deduction shall be
valid unless the expenditure so deducted be found to have been made in conformity to
jaw: And provided also, That the Postmaster General shall have power to transfer
debts due on account of the Department, by postmasters and others, in satisfaction of
the legal demands for which appropriations have been made, of such contractors who
may be creditors of the Department, as shall have given bonds, with security, to
refund any moneys that may come into their hands over and above the amount which
may be found due to them on the settlement of their accounts.—Sec. 4, JAct of July 2,

1836.

Sec. 65. Jnd be it further enacted, That the Treasurer of the United States shall
give receipts for all moneys received by him to the credit of the appropriation for the
gervice of the Post Office Department; which receipt shall be indorsed upon warrants
drawn by the Postmaster General, and without such warrant no acknowledgment for
money received as aforesaid shall be valid.—Sec. 5, Act of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 66. JAnd be it further enacted, That the appropriations for the service of the
| Post Office Department shall be disbursed by the Treasurer out of the moneys paid
“into the Treasury for the service of the Post Office Department, upon the warrants of
| the Postmaster General, registered and countersigned as herein provided, and express-

ing on their faces the appropriation to which they should be charged.—Sec. 6, Act of
« July 2, 1836.
Bec. 67. Jnd be it further enacted, That the Treasurer shall render his accounts of
" the moneys received and paid by him on account of the Post Office Department,
quarterly, to the Auditor for the Post Office Department, hereinafter provided for, and
| shall transmit copies of the same, when adjusted by him, to the two Houses of Con-
gress.—Sec. 7, Act of July 2, 1836.
Sec. 68. Jnd be it further enacted, That the Auditor for the Post Office Department
shall state and certify, quarterly, to the Postmaster General, accounts of the moneys
paid, pursuant to appropriations, in each year, by postmasters out of the proceeds of
their offices towards the expenses of the Department, under each of the heads of the
said expenses specified in the second section of this act; upon which the Postmaster
General shall issue warrants to the Treasurer of the United States, as in case of the
Teceipt aiid payment of the said moneys into and out of the Treasury, in order that
the same may be carried to the credit and debit of the appropriation for the service of
the Post Office Department, on the books of the Auditor for said Department.—Sec.
10, Act of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 69. Jnd be it further enacted, That the accounts of the Post Office Department
?hﬂll be kept in such manner as to exhibit the amount of its revenues, derived respect-
tvely from “*Letter postages,’” ‘“Newspapers and pamphlets,” and “Fines;” and the
&mount of ity expenditures, for each of the following objects, namely: ‘“Compensation
?‘fPOstmasters,” “Trangportation of the mails,’’ ¢Ship, steamboat, and way letters,”’

rapping paper,’’ “Office furniture,’” ¢Advertising,”* ¢“Mail bags,”’ *‘Blanks, mail
locks, keys, and stamps,” ““Mail depredations and special agents,’ *Clerks for
offices,** and **Miscellaneous.”’—Sec. 12, JAct of July 2, 1836.

Src. T0. uInd be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gen-
« eral to make to Congress, at each annual session thereof, the following several reports:

First. A report of all contracts made for the transportation of the mail within the
Preceding year, stating in each case of contract it date and duration, the name of the
Contractor, the route or routes embraced in the contract, with the length of each, with
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the times of arrival and departure at the ends of each route, the mode of transportation
contracted for, and the price stipulated to be paid by the Department: also, a statemeng
of all such land and water mails as may have been established or ordered by the
QFpal‘tmOﬂt. within the year preceding, other than those let to contract at the annug]
lettings of mail contracts, specifying, in each case, the route or water course en which
the mail is established, the name of the person employed to transport it, the mode of
transportation, the amount paid or to be paid, and the proposed duration of the order
or contract. '

Second. A report of all allowances made to contractors, within the year preceding,
beyond the sums originally stipulated in their respective contracts, and the reasons for
the same; and of all orders made by the Department whereby additional expense i,
or will be, incurred beyond the original contract price on any land or water route,
specifying, in each case, the route to which the order relates, the name of the con-
tractor, the original service provided by the contract, the original price, the date of
the order for additional service, the additional service required, and the additional
allowance therefor; alse, a report of all curtailments of expenses effected by the
Department, within the preceding year, specifying, in each case, the same particulars
ag required in cases of additional allowances.

Third. A report of all incidental expenses of the Department for the year ending on
the thirtieth day of June preceding, arranged according to the several objects, a# for
“ Wrapping paper,” * Qffice furniture,’” ¢ Advertising,” ¢ Mail bags,’’ ** Blanks,”
<« Mail locks, keys, and stamps,’’ ** Mail depredations and special agents,” ¢¢ Clerks
for offices,” ¢ Miscellaneous,’’ showing the sum paid under each head of expenditures,
and the names of the persons to whom paid, except only that the names of the persons
employed in detecting depredations on the mail, and other confidential agents, need
not be disclosed in said report.

Fourth. A report of the finances of the Post Office Department for the year ending
on the thirtieth day of June preceding, showing the whole amount of balances due to
the Department at the beginning of the year, from the postmasters and all others, the
whole amount of postage that accrued within the year, the whole amount of the engage-
ments and liabilities of the Department for mail transportation during the year, the
amount actually paid during the year for and on account of mail transportation, and
otherwise, stating separately so much of the said amount as may have been paid on
account of the transportation of the mail, and for other debts for the same object in
preceding years.

Fifth. A report of all fines imposed, and deductions from the pay of contractors,
made during the preceding year, for failures to deliver the mail, or for any other cause,
stating the names of the delinquent contractors, the nature of the delinguency, the
route on which it occurred, the time when it occurred, the time when the fine was
imposed,and whether the fine has been remitted, or order for reduction rescinded, and
for what reason.—Sec. 22, Jct of July 2, 1836.

CHAPTER VL.
FOREIGN MAILS.

Sec. T1. And be it further enacled, That it shall be lawful for the Postmaster General
to make provision, where it may be necessary for the receipt of all letters and packetg
intended to be conveyed by any ship or vessel beyond sea, or from any port in the
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| United States to another port therein; and the letters ao received shall be formed into
amﬂll sealed up, and directed to the postmaster of the port to which such ship or
essel shall be bound; and for every letter or packet so received there shall be paid, at
the time of its reception, a postage of one cent, which shall be for the use of the post-
masters respectively, receiving the same. And the Postmaster General may make
angements with the postmasters in any foreign country for the reciprocal receipt
End delivery of letters and packets through the post office.—Sec. 34, Act of March 3, 1825,
-\ Sec. 12. Beit resolved, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, author-
| lized to make such arrangements as may be deemed expedient, with the Post Office
é}b]] partment of the British Government, for the transmission of the British mail in its
unbroken state or condition between Boston and Canada. ‘
.. Be it further vesolved, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby, authorized
il‘o enter into such arrangement or arrangements with the proper authorities of France
f&i :“nd Germany, and the owners or agents of vessels plying regularly between those
cguntnes and the United States, whereby a safe and, as near as possible, a regular
‘. direct mail communication, under official guarantee between the United States and the
. continent of Europe, viz: the ports of Bremen in Germany and Havre in France,and
. guch other principal ports on said continent as the Postmaster General may deem most
h‘ i)roper, shall be secured—so that the entire inland and foreign postage on letters and all
4 qi.her mail matter, sent over sea from and to the United States, to and from any part
i of France, and of the States comprehended within the German Customs Union, and
of those countries on the continent between which and France, and of the said Ger-
" manic States, there exists a continued arrangement of the like kind, may be paid at
the place where they are respectively mailed or received.—Joint Resolution of June 15,

s

A -' Sec. 73. Be it further enccted, That the Postmaster General of the United States be,
‘and he is hereby, authorized, urder the restrictions and provisions of the existing
i 1aws. to contract for the transportation of the United States mail between any of the
: Ports of the United States and a port or ports of any foreign Power, whenever, in his
‘opinion, the public interest will thereby be promoted;* and it shall be his duty to
| Teport to the next ensuing Congress a copy of each of said contracts, with a statement
. of the amount of postage derived under the same, as far as the returns of the Depart-
‘ment will enable him to do. And such contraets may be made, if it shall appear to
 the Postmaster General to be required by the public interest, for any greater period
han four years, and not exceeding ten years.—Sec. 1, JAct of Mareh 3, 1845.

" Sec. 74. JAnd be it further enacted, That all such contracts shall be made with eiti-
aens of the United States, and the mail to be transported in American vessels, by
1-‘Amerlcan cilizens. Each contract entered into under the provisions of this Act,
besides the usual stipulations for the right of the Postmaster General to discontinue
. the same, shall contain the further stipulation that it may, at any time, be terminated
| by a joint resolution of the two Flouses of Congress.—Sec. 2, Act of Mareh 3, 1845.
8Ec. 75. Jnd be if further enacted, That the Postmaster General, or the Secretary
. of State, be, and he is hereby, authorized to empower the consuls of the United States
'\ '0 pay the foreign postage of such letters destined for the United States, as may be
. detained at the ports of foreign countries for the non- -payment of postage; which post-
' age shall be by the consul marked as paid by liim, and the amount thereof shall be
collected in the United States, as other postage, on the delivery of the letters, and
' Tepaid to said consul, or credited on his account at the State Department.—Sec, 6, JAct

of March 3, 1845.
. Skc. 76. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General shall, in all cases

*Bee Act of June 14, 1858, in sections 89 and 90,
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of offers to contract for carrying the mail between any of the ports of the United Stateg
and any foreign port or place, give the preference to such bidder for the contract ag
shall propose to carry the mail ina steamship or ships, and the said contractor stipy.
lating to deliver said ship or ships to the United States, or to their proper officer, upon
demand made, for the purpose of being converted into a vessel or vessels of war; the
United States being bound, on their part, to pay to said owner or owners the fair, fu
value of every such ship or vessel at the time of such delivery; said value to be ascer.
tained by four appraisers, to be appointed, two by the President of the United States,
and two by the owner or owners; and in case of disagreement among said appraisers,
the President of the United States to sclect and appoint an umpire, who shall fix the
value.—Sec. 7, JAct of March 3, 1845.

Sec. 77. JAnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General may, if he shall
deem it to be for the public intevest, make contracts, to continue not exceeding ten
years,* for the transportation of the mail from place to place in the United States in
steamboats, by sea and on the Gulf of Mexico, and on the Mississippi river from the
mouth thereof up to the city of New Orleans, on the condition specified in the last
preceding section of this act.—Sec. 8, Jct of March 3, 1845.

Skc. 78. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby,
authorized to contract for transporting a mail from Charleston, South Carolina, to
Chagres, touching at St. Augustine and Key West, and also at Havana, in the Island
of Cuba, if decmed expedient, and across the Isthmus of Panama, and from thence to
Astoria, or the mouth of the Columbia river, touching at Monterey, San Franeisco,
and such other places on the coast as the Postmaster General may direct; the mail to
be conveyed from Charleston to Chagres, and from Panama to Astoria, in steamships,
and to be transported each way once every two months, or oftener, as the public
interest may require: Provided, That the expenditure for said service shall not exceed
ane hundred thousand dollars per annum.—S8ec. 6, Jct of March 3, 1847.

Skec. 79. Jnd be it further enacted, That any contract made in pursuance of this act
shall provide for the purchase by the United States of the steamships to be employed
in conveying the mail, at its option, agreeably to the provisions of an act entitled ** An
act to provide for the transportation of the mail between the United States and foreign
countries and for other purposes,’” approved the third day of March, one thousand
eight hundred and forty-five: Provided, That the departure and return of said mail
may, at the discretion of the Postmaster General, be either from Charleston, New
York, Savannah, Pensacola, or New Orleans, as may be deemed most consistent with
the public interest.—Sec. 8, Jct March 3, 1847.

Skc. 80. Jnd be it further enacted, That to secure the regular transmission of the
mail to and from foreign countries, the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby,
authorized and required to impose fines on contractors for any unreasonable or unne-
cessary delay in the departure of such mails, or in the performance of the trip:
Provided, That the fine for any one default shail not exceed one half of the contract
price paid for the trip.—Sec. 4, JAct of June 27, 1348.

Skc. 81. J/nd be it further enacted, That in case the person or persons, or the directors
of any incorporated company, who have entered into any contract, or who may lLere-
after enter into any contract, with the Postmaster General for conveying the mail of
the United States to any foreign country in pursuance of the act entitled ¢ An act t0
provide for the transportation of the mail between the United States and foreign cout”
tries and for other purposes,”” approved the third day of March, eighteen lundred
and forty-five, or of any other act, in which said contract there is a stipulation on the
part of such contractor, giving to the United States the right to purchase, at af

* Sec Nos. €0 and 90.
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appraised value, the steamship, or ships, required by such contract to be employed in
conveying the mail, shall decline to sell and deliver to the United States such ship or
ships, or shall refuse to name and appoint appraisers to value the same agreeably to
the provisions of said act, or, the same having been appraised and valued, shall refuse
to convey and deliver said ship or ships to the United States, on the payment, or
tender of payment, by the United States, of the sum at which said ship or ships may
have been appraised and valued, such person or persons so offending shall forfeit a
gum not exceeding one hundred thousand dollars, to be recovered in any proper action,
for the use of the Treasury of the United States; and in case of refusal or inability to

ay the same, shall be lable to be imprisoned not exceeding one year, at the discretion

“of the court rendering judgment for such penalty.—Sec. 3, et of June 37, 1848.

Sec. 82, And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any contractor for
transporting the mail to any foreign country to assign or transfer his contracts; and
all such assignments or transfers shall be null and void: Provided, That assignments
and transfers which have been made and accepted by the Postmaster General, or the
Secretary of the Navy, before the passage of this act, shall not be affected by this
gection.—Sec. 5, Jet of June 27, 1848. .

Sec. 83. DBe it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby,
awthorized to pay, out of any money in the Treasury at the credit of the Post Office
Department, all such balances as have or may hereafter become due to the General
Post Office in London, upon the adjustment of the quarterly accounts arising out of
the postal convention concluded December fifteenth, eighteen hundred and forty-eight,
between the United States and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.—
Sec. 2, Jet of September 16, 1850.

'BEc. 84. Be it further enacted, # #* % That the Postmaster General, by
and with the advice and consent of the President of the United States, shall be, and

‘e hereby is, authorized to reduce or enlarge, from time to time, the rates of postage®

upon all letters and other mailable matter conveyed between the United States and any
foreign country, for the purpose of making better postal arrangements with other
Governments or counteracting any adverse measures affecting our postal intercourse
with foreign countries. * * * —Sec. 2, Act of March 3, 1851.

Sec. 85. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be,and he is hereby,

aunthorized to enter into a contract for the transportation of the United States mail on

board of the steam vessels which at present ply regularly between Boston, in the State

_of Massachusetts, and Halifax, in Nova Scotia, upon such terms as may appear to

him reasonable: Provided, That the contracts authorized by this section shall be let to
the lowest bidder according to the provisions of the existing laws: vnd provided further,
That the amount paid shall in no case exceed the amount of postage derived from the
8aid mails.—See. 2, Jet of August 31, 1852,

Sec. 86. Jnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be,and he is hereby,
uthorized to enter into contracts, or to make suitable arrangements for transporting
thi'(mgh any foreign country the mails of the United States, running from and to any
Point in the said United States: Provided, That such contracts as shall be made under
the authority conferred by this section shall not be for a longer period than four years,f
and that, in making them, the Postmaster General shall be bound to select the speed:-
€at, safest, and most economical route: Provided Juwrther, That such contract shall be
Subject to be revoked and annulled whenever any new road or canal shall be cut oz
O]IJen?d, affording a speedier, more economical, and equally as safe means of commu-
Neation between the point of departure and the point of destination of the mail to be

*
yearssee Sec. 176, t Act of June 14, 1838, (see Section 89,) limits duration of foreign contracts to tws
T
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transported; and that, in such case, a fair indemnity be awarded to the parties cop.
cerned: Jnd provided further, That before making such contracts notice shall be givep
during sixty days, by advertisements in the usual manner, for inviting proposals for
mail contracts.—Sec. 2, Jct of March 3, 1851.

Sec. 87. Jfnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General may, from time ¢,
time, by and with the advice and consent of the President, make any arrangemeng
which may be deemed just and expedient for allowing the mails of Canada, or of any
other Provinee, State, or country adjoining the United States, to be carried or trang.
ported at the expense of the Province, State, or country to which such mails belung,
over any part or portion of the territory of the United States, from one point in the
Province, State, or country to which such mails belong, to any other pointin the same,
upon obtaining the same privileges for the transportation of the mails of the Uniteq
States through the Province, State, or country to which such privileges shall be grant.
ed: Provided, That such privileges may at any time be annulled by the President of
the United States, or by joint resolution of the two Houses of Congress, from and
after the expiration of one month next succeeding the day on which the notice of the
act of the President or of the joint resolution of the two Houses shall be given to the
chief executive officer or head of the Post Office Department of the Province, State, or
country whose privilege Is to be thereby annulled.—Sec. 6, Act of Jugust 31, 1852.

Skc. 88. And beit further enacted, Thatevery mail of any Province, State, or country
having the privilege authorized to be granted in and by the next preceding section,
shall, while in the territories of the United States, be deemed and taken to be a mail
of the United States, so far as to make any violation thereof, any depredation thereon,
or any act or offense in respect thereto, or any part thereof, which would be punish-
able under the existing laws of the United States, in case the same had been a mail or
part of a mail of the United States, an offense of the same grade, and punishable in
the same manner, and to the same extent, as though the said mails were those of the
United States: and in any indictment for such act or offense, the said mails, or any
part thereof, may be alleged to be, and on the trial of any such indictment they shall
be, deemed and held to be mails or parts of mails of the United States—Sec. 7, JAct of
August 31, 1852.

Sec. 89. Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for the Postmaster
General to make any steamship or other new contract for carrying the mails on the
sea, for a longer period than two years, nor for any other compensation than the sea
and inland postages on the mails so transported.—Sec. 4, et of June 14, 1858.

Sec. 90. Aad be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby,
authorized to cause the mails to be transported between the United States and any
foreign port or ports by steamship, allowing and paying therefor, out of any moncy
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, if by an American vessel, the sea and
United States inland postage, and if by a foreign vessel, the sea postage only, on
the mails so conveyed: Provided, That the preference shall always be given to an
American over a foreign steamship when departing from the same port for the same
destination, within three days of each other.—See. 5, Jct of June 14, 1858.

CHAFTER VIL
FRANKING PRIVILEGE.

Sec.01. Jnd be if further enacted, That letters and packets to and from the following

officers of the United States, shall be received and conveyed by post free of postagt:
(
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Each postmaster, provided each of his letters or packets shall not exceed half an ounce
E 0 weight; each member of the Senate, and cach member and delegate of the Flouse of
epresentatives of the Congress of the United States; the Secretary of the Senate, and
| Clerk of the House of Representatives, provided each letter or packet (except documents
rinted by the order of either Iouse of Congress) shall not exceed two ounces in
weight, and during their actual attendance in any session of Congress, and sixty days
pefore and after such session and in case of excess of weight, that excess alone shall
e paid for; the President of the United States; Vice President; the Secretaries of
State, of the Treasury, of War, of the Navy; Attorney General; Postmaster General,
and the Assistant Postmasters General; the Comptrollers of the Treasury, Auditors,
Register, Treasurer, and Commissioner ¢f the General Land Office; and such indi-
yiduals who shall have been, or may hercafter be, President of the United States; and
each may rceeive newspapers by post, free of postage: Provided, That postmasters
shall not receive, free of postage, more than one daily newspaper each, or what is
equivalent thercto; nor shall members of the Senate, or of the House of Representa-
tives, the Clerle of the House, or Seeretary of the Senate, receive newspapers free of
postage, after the privilege of franking shall cease,*—See. 27, et of March 3, 1825,
Sec. 92. Jud be it further enacted, Thatif any person shall frank any letter or letters,
~ other than those written by himself, or by his order on the business of his office, he
'~ ghall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine of ten dollars, and it shall be the especial duty
of postmasters to prosecute for said offense: Provided, That the Secrctary of the
Treasury, Secretary of State, Seeretary of War, Secretary of the Navy, and Post-
- master General, may frank letters or packets on official business, prepared in any other
public oflice, in the absence of the principal thereof. And if any person, having the
right to receive his letters free of postage, shall receive inclosed to him any letter or
packet addressed to a person not having that right, it shall be his duty to return the
same to the post oflice, marking thercon the place from whence it came, that it may
be charged with postage. And if any person shall eounterfeit the handwriting or frank
of any person, or cause the same to be done, in order to aveid the payment of postage,
each person so ofiending shall pay, for every such offense, five hundred dollars.f—
Sec. 28, et of March 3, 1825,
- Sec. 93. Jud be it further enacted, That the Commissioners of the Navy Beard, the
Adjutant General, Commissary General, Inspectors General, Quartermaster General,
- Paymaster Gieneral, the Sceretary of the Senate, Clerk of the House of Represent-
atives, and the Superintendent of the Patent Office, be authorized to frank, and to
receive letters and packets by post, free of postage, and that no other persons or ofiicers,
excepting those enumerated herein, and in theact ©“ to reduce into one the several acts
establishing and regulating the Post Office Department,”’ passed on the third of March,
gighteen hundred and twenty-five, shall be authorized to frank or to veceive letters
through the mail free of postage.j—Sce. 4, Jict of March, 2, 1827.

Sec. 94. .nd be it further enccted, That no postmaster or assistant postmaster shall
act as agent for lottery offices, or, under any color of purchase, or otherwise, vend
lottery tickets; nor shall any postmaster receive, free of postage, or frank, lottery
schemes, cireulars, or tickets. T'or a violation of this provision, the person offending
shall suffer o penalty of fifty dollars.§—=See. 6, Act of March 2, 1827.

be; The Franking privilege was repeaied by the fifth Seetion of the Act of March 3, 1845, (see Sce. 93
alﬂ"‘_‘f:) with the exceptions spectfied in Sections 99 1o 101, ertheless, in consideration of the
(w\hzlmus to the Ul‘[lillrlilu!lll for tran=porting lhl: free matter ot t‘Jmlgre.-:s, l.il‘l“]J(!]l;lr!:)l]]lbllh-‘, .'m}i {alher
ivenmnu:ntmhcq.c, dirceted by the Acts of 1817 and 1851, (see Sections 108 and 112 helow,) it is re-
the E:mlo.r certain restrictions, to the members of that body, and with mlurpncy Lo gﬂiua_i packages to
rem citds of Government Departments and bureaus, and suudry other public functionaries. S
n l“.“"".‘-} seetions of this ehapter for the special legislation reterred 5 and for privilege of postinas
this particular, Nos. 100 and 107.

-

et Note to See. 91 Sce also No. U7, { See Note to See. 91, See also See, 02,
See Scetions 100 and 107, for privileze of postmasters on the subject of franking.
T
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Sec. 95. Be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Governors of the
several States to transmit by mail, free of postage, all laws and reports, whether bounq
or unbound, and all records and documents of their respective States, which may be
directed by the Legislature of the several States to be transmitted to the Executiveg
of other States; and the Governor of the State transmitting the same shall, in additioy
to his frank, indorse the kind of book or document inclosed, and direct the same (o
the Governor of the State to which the same may be sent.*—det of June 30, 1834,

Sec. 96. JAnd be it further enacted, That no postmaster shall receive free of postage,
or franl any letter or packet composed of, or containing anything other than pape,
or money; and for a violation of this provision, the offender shall be dismissed from
office, and upon conviction in any court of competent jurisdiction, pay a fine of twenty
dollars. * * *  —Sec. 36, JAct of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 97. And be it further enacted, That the rightand privilege of franking all public
and official documents that may be sent from the office of the Secretary of State, be,
and hereby is, granted to the Chief Clerk in that office.f—=Sec. 1, Jet of February 15,
1843.

Sec. 93. And be it further enacted, That the twenty-seventh section of the Act of
Congress, entitled ““An act to reduce into one the several acts for establishing and
rezulating the Post Office Department,*” approved and signed the third day of March,
in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, and all other acts and parts
of acts granting and conferring upon any person whatsoever the right or privilege to
receive and transmit through the mail, free of postage, letters, packets, newspapers,
periodicals, or other matters, be, and the same are hereby, utterly abrogated and
repealed.t—See. 5, Het of March 3, 1845.

Sce. 99. Jnad be it further enccted, That from and after the first day of July next.}
membérs of Congress and Delegates from Territories may veceive letters, not exceed-
ing two cunces in weight, free of postage, during the recess of Congress, anything to
the contrary in this act notwithstanding; and the same franking privilege which is
granted hy this act to the members of the two Houses of Congress, is hereby extended
to the Vice President of the United States. * * *  —Sec. 1, Act of March 3,
1345.

Sgke. 100. Jnd be it further enacted, That from and after the passage of this act, all
officers of the Gtovernment of the United States, heretofore having the franking privi-
leze, shall be authorized and required to keep an account|| of all postage charged to
and payable by them, respectively, upon letters, packages, or other matters received
through the mail, touching the duties or business of their respective offices; and said
accounts for postage, upon being duly verified by said officers respectively, shall be
allowed and paid quarter-yearly, out of the contingent fund of the burcau or depart-
ment to which the officers aforesaid may respectively belong or be attached. And the
three Assistant Postmasters General shall be entitled to have remitted by the post-
master in Washington all postage charged upon letters, paclkages, or other matter
received by them, respectively, through the mail, touching the business of the Post
Office Department, or the particular branch of that business committed to them
respectively; and each of the said Assistant Postmasters General shall be,and heveby

* See Nos. 98 and 101; also Note to No. 91,

T Act of July 4, 1336, gives like privilege to Chief Clerk of the Patent Office ; and Act of May 3, 1850;
10 Chief Clerk of the Census Oflice.

+ Exception in favor of Governors of States and members of Congress, and in favor of Presidents "‘“‘:
fornwer I’r('.si(lqnts, and Mrs. Madison and Mrs. Il'-ll't‘lh‘f_'ll 3 and privileze extended to postinasters whos
COmpensalion is less than £200 per annum.  See Sections 89, 100, 101, 102, and 103,

o Seetions 102, 104, and 106, extend this privilege. -

112th Bee. of Aet of March 3, 1847, (zee No. 108 below,) repeals the directions about keepid
decounts of postages on ofiicial packages.

4
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is, authorized to transmit through the mail, free of postage, any letters, packages, or
other matters relating exclusively to his official duties, or to the business of the Post
Office Department; but he shall, in every such case, indorse on the back of the letter
or package so to be sent free of postage, over his own signature, the words official
pusiness.’”  And for any such indorsement falsely made, the person so offending shall
forfeitand pay three hundred dollars. And the several deputy postmasters throughout
the United States shall be authorized to charge, and have allowed to them in the
gettlement of their accounts with the Post Office Department, all postage which they
may have paid or had charged to them respectively, for letters, packages, or other
matters received by them on the business of their respective offices, or of the Post
Office Department, upon a verification on eath of their accounts for the same, and the
transmission of the charged letters as vouchers; and the several deputy postmasters
shall be, and hereby ave, authorized to send through the mail, free of postage, all
letters and packages which it may be their duty, or they may have occasion to trans-
mit to any person or place, and which shall relate exclusively to the business of their
respective offices, or to the business of the Post Office Department; but in every such
case the deputy postmaster sending any such letter or package shall indorse thercon,
over his own signature, the words, ¢ Post Office business.””  And for any and every
such indorsement falsely made, the person making the same shall forfeit and pay three
hundred dollars.—See. 6, et of March 3, 1845.
¢ Sge. 101. And be it further enacted, That the act of Congress entitled “‘An act author-
izing the Governors of the several States to transmit by mail certain books and doca-
ments,’* approved June the thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, shail
remain and continue in full force, anything hereinbefere to the contrary notwithstard-
ing; and the members of Congress, the Delegates from the Territories, the Secretary
‘of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, shall be, and they are
hereby, authorized to transmit, free of postage, to any post office within the United
States, or the Territories thereof, any documents which have been or may be printed
by order of either House of Congress, anything in this law to the contrary notwith-
standing.—Sec. 7, et of March 3, 1845.

Sec. 102, JAnd be it further enacted, That each member of the Senate, each member
of the House of Representatives, and each Delegate from a Territory of the United
States, the Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Representatives,
may, during each session of Congress, and for a peried of thirty days before the com-
mencement and thirty days after the end of each and every session of Congress, send
and receive through the mail, free of postage, any letter, newspaper, or packet, not
exceeding two ounces in weight; and all postage charged* upon any letters, packages,
petitions, memorials, or other matters or things received during any session of Con-
gress by any Senator, member, or Delegate of the Fouse of Representatives, touching
his official or legislative duties, by reason of any excess of weight above two ounees,
of the matter or thing so received, shall be paid out of the contingent fund of the House
of which the person receiving the same may be a member. And they shall have the
right to frank written letters from themselves during the whole year, as now authorized
by law.—Sec. 8, et of March 3, 1845,

Sec. 103. Jnd be i further enacted, That nothing in thisact contained shall be con-
strued to repeal the laws heretofore enacted granting the franking privilege to the

. President of the United States, when in office, and to all ex-Presidents, and to the
widows of the former Presidents Madison and Harrison.—See. 23, Aclof March 3, 1845.
8ec. 104. JAnd be it further enacted, That all members of Congress, Delegates from

* Direction 10 charge repealed by act of March 3. 12

See See, 107 for special provision for post-
Mmasters whose compensation dees not exceed 200 a year,
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Territories, the Vice President of the United States, the Secretary of the Senate, ang
the Clerk of the Flouse of Representatives, shall have the power to send and receive
public documents free of postage during their term of office; and that the said members
and Delegates shall have the power to send and receive public documents free of postags
up to the first Monday in December following the expiration of their term of office.—
Sec. 3, et of March 3,1847.

Sec. 105, Jad be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Senate and Clerl o
the Flouse of Representatives shall have the power to receive, as well as to send, al;
letters and packages not weighing over two ounces, free of postage, duving their terry
of office .—Sec. 4, et of March 3, 1847.

Ske. 106. Jnd be it further enacted, That members of Congress shall have the power
to yeceive, as well as to send, all letters and packages not weighing over two ounces,
free of postage, up to the first Monday in December following the expiration of theiy
term of office.—Sec. 5, JAct of March 3, 1847.

Sec. 107. Beit further enacted, * % *  that cach deputy postmaster whose
compensation for the last preceding year did not exceed two hundred dollars,® may
send through the mail all letters written by himself, and receive through the mail al!
written communications addressed to himself on his private business which shall not
exceed in weight one half ounce, free of postage. ¥ *  —Sec. 1, et of
March 2, 1847,

Stc. 108. Jnd be it further enacted, That so much of the sixth section of the act tg
which this is supplementary as requires the Postmaster Greneral to cause accounts of
the postage that would be chargeable by the rates prescribed in said act upon all mattes
passing free through the mail, and that the same shall be paid to the Post Office De-
partment from the contingent funds of the two Houses of Congress, and of the other
departments of the Government for which such mail service may have been performed,
be, and the same is hereby, vepealed; and that in lieu of such payment, and in com-
pensation for such mail services as may be performed for the several departments of
the Government, there shall be paid to the Post Office Department, from the Treasury,
for each year’s service, the sum of two hundred thousand dollars, whieh is hereby
appropriated for that purpose, out of any unappropriated money in the Treasury.j—
See. 12, Act of March 3, 1847.

Stc. 109, Beil further enacted, That  # % *  such publications or books
as have been or may be published, procured, or purchased by order of either House
of Congress or a joint resolution of the two Houses, shall be considered as public
documents, and entitled to be franked as such. * # —8ec. 13, Act of
March 3, 1847. :

Sec. 110. Be it further enasted, That all letters and packages to and from Sarah Polk,
relict of the late James K. Polk, shall be received and conveyed by post, free of post-
age, for and during her life.—Jet of Junuary 10, 1850.

Sec. 111. Be it further enacted, * # # that postmasters at the office of
delivery are hereby authorized, and it shall be their duty, to remove the wrappers and
envelopes from ull printed matter and pamphlets not charged with letter postage, for
the purpose of ascertaining whether there is upon or connected with any such printed
matter, or in such package, auny matter or thing which would authorize ov require the
charge of a higher rate of postage thereon. And all publishers of pamphlets, periodi‘
cals, magazines, and newspapers which shall not exceed sixteen ounces in weight,
shall be allowed to interchange their publications] reciprocally free of postage: Pro-

——

#gee No. 100 above, for right of other postmasters in the matter,
1 2ee Sec. 112, for additional allowance for this purpose.
{ See more comprehensive statute in See. 172, as contained in act of August 30, 1852,
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pided, That such interchange shall be confined to a single copy of cach publication:
And provided also, That said publishers may inclose in their publications the bills for
gubscription thereto, without any additional charge for postage.* * * *
Sec. 2 Act of March 3, 1851.

Sec. 112, And be it further enacted, That there shall be paid to the Post Ofice
Department, in further payment and compensation for the mail service performed for
the two ITouses of Congress and the other Departments and offices of the Government
in the transportation of free matter, the sum of five hundred thousand dollars per year,
which shall be paid quarterly, out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise

\ nppropriﬁted. #* * * —See. 8, Act qf."f{ﬂ'ch 3, 1851.
Sec. 113. Be it resolved, That from and after the present session of Congress, the
Congressional Globe and Appendix, which contain the laws and debates thereon, shall
| pass free through the mails so long as the same shall be published by order of Con-
| gress: Provided, That nothing herein shall be construed to authorize the circulation
of the Daily Globe free of postage.—Joint Resolution of August 6, 1852.

Sec. 114. Be it further enacted, That the Superintendent of the Coast Survey and
the Assistant in charge of the Office of the Coast Survey shall be authorized to receive
and transmit,} free of postage, by the mails, all letters and documents in relation to
their public duties.—Act of February 2, 1854,

| 8ec. 115. And be it further enacted, That all books, maps, and charts, or other pub-
lications entered for copyright, and which, under the act of August tenth, eighteen
‘hundred and forty-six, are required to be deposited in the library of Congress and in
_the Smithsonian Institution, may be sent through the mail free of postage, under such
' regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe.—Sec. 5, et of March 3, 1855.
. Sec. 116. Jnd be it further enacted, That the right to frank letters and documents,
now allowed by law to the Vice President, be continued to those who have heretofore
or shall hereafter hold that office, during life.—Sec. 4, JAct of March 3, 1855.

4

¥
| CHAPTER VIIL
4
{ LETTER CARRIERS,
. Skc. 117. And be it further enacted, That letter carriers shall be employed at such
Post offices as the Postmaster General shall direct, for the delivery of lettersf in the
Places respectively where such post offices are established; and, for the delivery of
. each such letter, the letter carrier may receive, of the person to whom the delivery is
‘Mmade, two cents: Provided, That no letter shall be delivered to such letter carrier for
delivery, addressed to any person who shall have lodged at the post office a written
Tequest that the letter shall be detained in the office. And, for every letter lodged at
B0y post office, not to be carvied by post, but to be delivered at the place where it is
80 lodged, the postmaster shall receive one cent§ of the person to whom it shall be
Aelivered, — g 36, JAct of March 3, 1825.
. -Bec. 118, Jnd e it Sfurther enacted, That # #* * the letter carriers
émployed at post offices shall be authorized to receive for each newspaper delivered
- % them an half cent, and no more.[|—Sec. 2, Aet of March 2, 1827,
‘-'—‘—v_.;

* - @

See Sce. 172, i See note to Section 91. i See Nos, 119 and 121.
§See Sections 169 and 170 for further provisions respecting drop letters.
IFallowing Section, from the Act of July 2, 1836, renews this statute

[
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Seec. 119. vnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General shall be authorizeg
whenever the same may be proper for the accommodation of the public in any city,
to employ* letter carriers for the delivery of letters received at the post office in Sai:i
city; except such as the persons to whom they are addressed may have requested, i
writing, addressed to the postmaster, to be retained in the post office; and for g,
receipt of letters at such places in the said city as the Postmaster General may direey
and for the deposit of the same in the post office; and for the delivery by a carriep u;‘
each letter received from the post office, the person to whom the same may be delivereg
shall pay not exceeding two cents; and for the delivery of each newspaper apg
pamphlet, one half eent; and for every letter received by a carrier to be deposited in the
post office, there shall be paid to him, at the time of the receipt, not exceeding ty,
cents; all of which receipts, by the carriers in any city, shall, if the Postmaster Geen.
eral so direct, be accounted for to the postmaster of said city, to constitute a fund for
the compensation of the said carriers, and to be paid to them in such proportions ang
manner as the Postmaster General may direct. Each of the said carriers shall give
bond, with sureties to be approved by the Postmaster General, for the safe custody
and delivery of letters, and for the due account and payment of all moneys received
by him.—Sec. 41, Act of July 2, 1836.

SEc. 120. Jnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be authorized and
directed, when in his judgment the public interest or convenience may require it, to
establish one or more branch post offices, to facilitate the operation of the post office
in any city or place which in the opinion of the Postmaster General may require such
additional accommodation for the convenience of the inhabitants; and it shall be the
duty of the Postmaster General to prescribe the rules and regulations for the branch
post offices which may be established by virtue of this act; and no additional postage
shall be charged for the receipt or delivery of any letter or packet at such branch post
office.—Sec. 10, JAct of March 3, 1847.

Sec. 121. JAnd be it further enacted, That it shall be in the power of the Postmaster
General, at all post offices where the postmasters are appointed by the President of the
United States, to establish post routes within the cities or towns, to provide for con-
veying letters to the post office, by establishing suitable and convenient places of
deposit, and by employing carriers to receive and deposit them in the post office; and
at all such offices it shall be in his power to cause letters to be delivered by suitable
carriers, to be appointed by him for that purpose, for which not exceeding one or two
cents shall be charged, to be paid by the person receiving or sending the same; and
all sums so received shall be paid into the Post Office Department: Provided, The
amount of compensation allowed by the Postmaster General to carriers shall inno
case exceed the amount paid into the Treasury, by each town or city under the
provisions of this section.—Sec. 10, Aect of March 3, 1851.

Sec. 122. And be it further enacted, That the ‘Postmaster General be, and he is_
hereby, authorized to empower the special agents of the Post Office Department in the
State of California,and in the Territories of Oregon and Washington, to appoint letter
carriers for the delivery of letters from any post office in the said State or Territories
and to allow any letter carrier, so appointed, to demand and receive a sum for all
letters, newspapers, or other mailable matter, not more than may be recommended bY
the postmaster for whose office such letter carrier may be appointed: Provided, That
not more than twenty-five cents shall be charged for any letter, newspaper, or ounce
of other mailable matter. All such appointments may be determined, and rates ©
compensation modified within the limits aforesaid, whenever the same is found expe
dient in the opinion of the appointing agent: Jnd il is further provided, That all such
__/
¢

* dee antecedent provisions on this head in 117,
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;Ppointments.and comracts_shall b(_: subject to the approval of the Postmaster General;
. and upon notice to any carrier of his rejection by the Postmaster General, his appoint-
ment and contract shall be determined; and that all letter carriers appointed in pursu-
ance of this act, shall be subject to the provisions of the forty-first section of the Aet
entitled ““An act to charge the organization of the Post Office Department, and to
rovide more effectually for the settlement of the accounts thereof,’’ approved July 2,
1836, except as herein otherwise provided: Provided, That no letter or letters, or other
mailah[e matter, shall be delivered by any postmaster to said carriers, unless requested
in writing by the person or persons to whom said letters or other mailable matter may
pe directed.—See. 1, Jet of July 27, 1854.
. Sec. 123. And be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General shall be, and he is
hereby, authorized to appoint letter carriers for the delivery of letters from any post
office in California or Oregon, and to allow the letter carriers who may be appointed
at any such post office to demand and receive such sum for all letters, newspapers, or
other mailable matter delivered by them, as may be recommended by the postmaster
for whose office such letter carrier may be appointed; not exceeding five cents for every
[etter, two cents for every newspaper, and two cents for every ounce of other mailable
. matter; and the Postmaster General shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to empower
| the special agents of the Post Office Department in California and Oregon to appoint
{"Buch letter carriers in their district respectively, and to fix the rates of their compen-
~ gation within the limiis aforesaid, subject to, and until the final action of the Post-
~master General thereon. And such appointments may be made, and rates of com-
“ pensation modified, from time to time, as may be deemed expedient; and the rates of
compensation may be fixed and graduated in respect to the distance of the place of
delivery from the post office for which such carriers are appointed; but the rate of
_compensation of any such letter carrier shall not be changed after his appointment,
“except by the order of the Postmaster General; and such letter carrier shall be subject
| to the provisions of the forty-first scction of the Act entitled “An act to change the
[ organization of the Post Office Department, and to provide more cffectually for the
gettlement of the accounts thereof,’” approved July 2, 1836, except in cases otherwise
| provided for in this act.—See. 2, Act of March 3, 1851.
A Sec. 124. JAnd be it further enacted, Thet each and every letter-carrier route which
| may be established under the provisions of this act, shall be deemed a post route
during its continuance; and the provisions contained in the ninth, tenth, eleventh,
twelfth, and fifteenth sections of an Act entitled ¢ Anact to reduce the rates of postage,
to limit the use and correct the abuse of the franking privilege, and for the prevention
of frauds on the revenues of the Post Office Department,’’ approved March 3, 1845,
i and the fifth and ecighth seclions of an Act entitled * An act to establish certain post
roads, and for other purposes,”” approved August 31, 1852, are hereby made applica-
ble to said letter-carrier routes.—Sec. 27, JAct of July, 1854.

CHAPTER IX.
MAIL DEPREDATIONS.

~ Sec. 125, Jnd be it Surther eneeted, That if any person employed in any of the
“departments of the Post Office establishment shall unlawfully detain,* deluy, or open,

*Sec. 32, Act of 1836, makes special provision against detention of letters and packets, or forwarding

0e in prefercnce to others by postmasters. See Sec. 132
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any letter, packet, bag or mail of letters, with which he shall be intrusted, or whicl
shall have come to his possession, and which are intended to be conveyed by post; or,
if any such person shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy, any letter or packet intrusteq
to such person as aforesaid, and which shall not contain any security for, or assurance
relating to money, as hereinafier described, every such offender, being thereof duly
convicted, shall, for every such offense, be fined, not exceeding three hundred dollarg,
or imprisoned, not exceeding six months, or both, according to the circumstances ang
aggravations of the offense. And if any person, employed as aforesaid, shall secrete,
embezzle, or destroy any letter, packet, bag or mail of letters, with which he or she
shall be intrusted, or which shall have come to his or her possession,and are intendeg
to be conveyed by post, containing any bank note or bank post bill, bill of exchange,
warrant of the Treasury of the United States, note of assignment of stock in the
funds, letters of attorney for receiving annuities or dividends, or for selling stock in
the funds, or for receiving the interest thereof, or any letter of credit, or note for, or
relating to, payment of moneys, or any bond, or warrant, draft, bill, or promissory
note, covenant, contract, or agreement, whatsoever, for, or relating to, the payment of
money, or the delivery of any article of value, or the performance of any act, malter,
or thing, or any receipt, release, acquittance, or discharge of, or from, any debt,
covenant, or demand, or any part thereof, or any copy of any record of any judgment,
or dectee, in any court of law, or chancery, or any execution which may have issued
thereon, or any copy of any other record, or any other article of value, or any wriling
representing the same; or if any such person, employed as aforesaid, shall steal, or
take, any of the same out of any letter, packet, bag or mail of letters, that shall come
to his or her possession, such person shall, on conviction for any such offense, be
imprisoned not less than tea years, nor exceeding twenty-one years; and if any person
who shall have taken charge of the mails of the United States shall quit or desert the
same before such person delivers it into the post office kept at the termination of the
route, or some known mail carrier, or agent of the General Post Office, authorized to
receive the same, every such person, so offending, shall forfeit and pay & sum not
exceeding five hundred dollars, for every such offense; and if any person concerned
in carrying the mail of the United States shall collect, receive, or carry any letter, or
packet, or shall cause or procure the same to be done, contrary to this act, every
such offender shall forfeit and pay, for every such offense, a sum not exceeding fifty
dollars.—Sec. 21, Jct of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 126. JInd be it further enacted, That if any person shall rob any carrier of the
mail of the United States, or other person intrusted therewith, of such mail, or of part
thereof, such offender or offenders shall, on conviction, be imprisoned not less than
five years, nor exceeding ten years; and, if convicted a second time of a like offense,
he or they shall suffer death; or if, in effecting such robbery of the mail the first time,
the offender shall wound the person having custody thereof, or put his life in jeopardy
by the use of dangerous weapons, such offender or offenders shall suffer death. And
if any person shall attempt to rob the mail of the United States by assaulting the
person having custody thereof, shooting at him, or his horse, or mule, or threatening
him with dangerous weapons, and the robbery is not effected, every such offender, 02
conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment, not less than two years, nor
exceeding ten years. And if any person shall steal the mail, or shall steal or take
from, or out of, any mail, or from, or out of, any post office, any letter or packet; 0
if any person shall take the mail, or any letter or packet therefrom, or from any post
office, whether with or without the consent of the person having custody thereof, and
shall open, embezzle, or destroy any such mail, letter, or packet, the same containing
any article of value, or evidence of any debt, due, demand, right, claim, or any releasé
receipt, acquittance, or discharge, or any other article, paper, or thing, mentioned and
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| described in the twenty-first section of this aet; or if any person shall, by fraud or,

“deception, obtain from any person having custody thereof, any mail, letter, or pac](et,'
| gontaining any article of value, or evidence thereof, or either of the writings referred
‘10, of next abovementioned, such offender or offenders, on conviction thereof, shall be
[ jmprisoned, not less than two, nor exceeding ten years. And if any person shall take -
E 'i"any letter or packet, not containing any article of value, nor evidence thereof, out of

g post office, or shall open any letter or packet, which shall have beenin a post office,
_Lor in custody of a mail carrier, before it shall have been delivered to the person to
Eg:hom it is directed, with a design to obstruct the correspondence, to pry into another’s
“business or secrets; or shall secrete, embezzle, or destroy, any such mail, letter, or
acket, such offender, upon convietion, shall pay, for every such offense, a sum of not
Eﬁ'f'g;meev:ling five hundred dollars, and be imprisoned not exceeding twelve months.—
%sga. 22, Act of March 3, 1825.

. Bgc. 127. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall rip, cut, tear, burn, or
| ptherwise injure any valise, portmanteau, or other bag, used, or designed to be used,
iby any person acting under the authority of the Postmaster General, or any person

'&'Faper or pamphlet, or shall draw or break any staple, or loosen any part of any lock,
| ¢hain, or strap, attached to or belonging to any such valise, portmanteau, or bag, with
| an intent to rob or steal any mail, letter, packet, newspaper, or pamphlet, or to rendes
“either of the same insecure, every such offender, upon conviction, shall, for every'
| ‘guch offense, pay a sum not less than one hundred dollars, nor exceeding five hundred
.‘ollars, or be imprisoned not less than one year, nor exceeding three years, at the
Escretion of the court before whom such conviction is had,—Sec 23, Jct of March 3,
1825,
"\ Sec. 128, Be it further enacled, That * *  #  if any person employed in
't}ny department of the post office shall improperly detain, delay, embezzle, or destroy
' any newspaper, or shall permit any other person to do the like, or shall open, or
| permit any other to open, any mail or packet of newspapers, not directed to the office
ﬁ'rhere he is employed, such offender shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit a sum not
,'. xceeding fifty dollars for every such offense.  And if any other person shall open any
‘mail or packet of newspapers, or shall embezzle or destroy the same, not being
directed to such person, or not being authorized to receive or' open the same, such
. offender shall, on conviction thereof, pay a sum not exceeding twenty dollars for every
:.‘ﬁl.!'eh offense. And if any person shall take or steal any packet, bag, or mail of news-
' 'ﬂt_lpers from or out of any post office, or from any person having custody thereof, such
}Perspn shall, on conviction, be imprisoned not excepding three months for every such
" offense, to be kept at hard labor during the period of such imprisonment. If any
-";Pel‘ﬂon shall inclose or conceal a letter, or other thing, or any memorandum in writing,
| ina newspaper, pamphlet, or magazine, or in any package of newspapers, pamphlets,
- Or magazines, or make any writing or memorandum thereon, which he shall have
 delivered into any post office, or to any person for that purpose, in order that the
| Bame may be carried by post free of létter postage, he shall forfeit the sum of five
;:.doilara for every such offense; and the letter, newspaper, package, memorandum, or
’_~°th8r thing, shall not be delivered to the person to whom it is directed, until the amount
3 _:f single letter postage is paid for cach article of which the package is composed
% —Sec. 30, et of March 3, 1823,

| Sec. 199, JMnd be it further enacted, That every person who, from and afier the
A Passage of this act, shall procure and advise, or assist, in the doing or perpetration of
| Any of the acts or crimes by this act forbidden, shall be subject to the same penalties

* 3nd punishments as the peysons are subject to who shall actuaily do or perpetrate any
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of the said acts or crimes, according to the provisions of this act.—Sec. 24, ¢t of
March 3, 1825. '

Sec. 130. Jnd be it further enacted, That every person who shall be imprisoned by
a judgment of court, under and by virtue of the twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-
.third, or twenty-fourth sections of this act, shall be kept at hard labor during the
period of such imprisonment.—Sec. 25, Jct of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 131. /And be it further enacted, That all pecuniary penalties and forfeitures
incurred under this act skall be one half for the use of the person or persons informing
and prosecuting for the same, and the other half to the use of the United States, and
shall be paid over to the Postmaster General, and accounted for by him as other moneys
of the Department.—Sec. 33, et of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 131a. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall buy, receive, or conceal,
or aid in buying, receiving, or concealing, any article mentioned in the twenty-first
section of this act, knowing the same to have been stolen or embezzled from the mail
of the United States, or out of any post office, or from any person having the custedy
of the said mail, or the letters sent or to be sent therein; or if any person shall be
accessory after the fact to any robbery of the carrier of the mail of the United States,
or other person intrusted therewith, of such mail, or of part thereof, every person so
offending shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars,
and be imprisoned and confined to hard labor for any time not exceeding ten years,
And such person or persons so offending may be tried and convicted without the
principal offender being first tried, provided such principal offender has fled from
justice, or cannot be found to be put on his trial.—Sec. 45, Aet of March 3, 1825,

Skc. 132. And be it further enacted, That if any postmaster shall unlawfully detain
in his office any letter, package, pamphlet, or newspaper, with intent to prevent the
arrival and delivery of the same to the person or persons to whom such letter, package,
pamphlet, or newspaper may be addressed or directed in the usual course of the
transportation of the mail along the route; or if any postmaster shall, with intent as
aforesaid, give a preference to any letter, package, pamphlet, or newspaper, over
another which may pass through his office, by forwarding the one and retaining the
other, he shall, on conviction thereof, be fined in a sum not exceeding five hundred
dollars, and imprisoned for a term not exceeding six months, and shall, moreover, be
forever thereafler incapable of holding the office of postmaster of the United States.—
Sec. 32, JAct of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 133. Jnd be it further enacted, That if any person shall be accessory after the
fact to the offense of stealing or taking the mail of the United States, or of stealing ot
taking any letter, or packet, or inclosure in any letter or packet sent or to be sent in
the mail of the United Siates, from any post office in the United States, or from the
mail of the United States, by any person or persons whatever, every person so offend-
ing as accessory shall, on conviction .thereof, pay a fine not exceeding one thousand
dollars, and be imprisoned for a term not exceeding five years; and such accessory
after the fact may be tried, convicted, and punished in the district in which his offense
was committed, though the principal offense may have been committed in another
dictrict, and before the trial of the principal offender: Provided, Such principal offender
has fled from justice, or cannot be arrested to be put upon his trinl.—Sec. 38, Jct of
July 2, 1836, ’

Skc. 134. And be it further enacted, That all moneys taken from the mails of the
United States by robbery, theft, or otherwise, which have come, or may hercafter
come into the possession or custody of any of the agents of the Post Office Depart-
micent, or any other officers of the United States, or any other person or persons
whatever, shall be paid to the order of the Postmaster Ger]bml, to be kept by hig a8
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 other moneys of the Post Office Department, to and for the use and benefit of the
i htful owner, to be paid whenever satisfactory proof thereof shall be made; and
@ _upon the failure of any person in the employment of the United Smtes to pay over

: reseribed by law against defaulung officers.—Sec. 2, Jct March 1,1847.

Sec. 135. Jnd be it further enacted, That if any person shall steal, purloin, embezzle,
obtain by any false pretense, or shall aid or assist in stealing, purloining, embez-
g, or obtaining by any false pretense, or shall knowingly and unlawfully make,
e, or counterfeit, or cause to be unlawfully made, forged, or counterfeited, or
kfiowingly aid or assist in falsely and unlawfully making, forging, or counterfeiting

‘pfiice Department of the United States, and which shall be in use on any of the mails
“prmail bags of the said Post Office Department, or shall have in his possession any

¢ ntractor or otherwise, shall deliver or cause to be delivered any finished or unﬁmshed
ey or lock used or designed by the said Post Office Department, or the interior part
i_- ;any such mail lock, to any person not duly authorized under the hand of the Post-
‘master Geeneral of the United States and the seal of the said Post Office Department
‘to receive the same, (unless such person so receiving the same shall be the contractor
for furnishing such locks and keys, or engaged in the manufacture thereof in the

‘g0 offending shall be deemed guilty of felony, and, on conviction thereof, shall be
“imprisoned for a period not exceeding ten years.—Sec. 3, Jet of JHugust 31, 1852.

. Sec. 136. And be it further enacted, That if any person shall steal, purloin, or
_embezzle any mail bags in use by or belonging to the Post Office Department of the
| Dnited States, or any other property in use by or belonging to the said Post Office
Department, or shall, for any lucre, gain, or convenience, appropriate any such
property to his own, or any other than its proper use, or for any lucre or gain shall
“eonvey away any such property to the hinderance or detriment of the public service
‘of the United States, the person so offending, his counselors, aiders, and abettors,
knowing of and privy to any offense aforesaid,) shall, on conviction thereof, if the
alue of such property shall exceed twenty-five dollars, be deemed guilty of felony,
and shall be imprisoned for a period not exceeding three years; or, if the value of such
.~ property shall be less than twenty-five dollars, shall be imprisoned not more than
“.one year, or be fined not less than ten dollars, nor more than two hundred dollars, for
 every such offense.—Sec. 4, et of August 31, 1852.

" 1 SEc. 137, Jnd be it further enacted, That all fines and penalties imposed for any
- Violation of any law relating to the Post Office Department shall, when collected or
| recovered, be paid into the Treasury, to the credit of the United States for the use of
the Post Office Department, excepting, however, such part thereof as may by law
E-v?elqng to the party informing or prosecuting for the same.—Sec. 10, Jct of ugust 31,
1852,

SEc. 138. JInd be it further enacted, That in all cases where the Postmaster General

L shall be satisfied that cither money or property stolen from the United States mail, shall
| have Leen exchanged for other money or property, and has been, upon the conviction
- of the thief, received at his Department, he shall have authority, upon satisfactory

- evidence that the same justly belonged to any individual, firm, or corporation, to pay

gver and deliver such money or property to the owner thereof.—See. 3, Act of ..'!:Iarch
5 1853.

.
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CHAPTER X.
MAILABLE MATTER.

Skc. 139, Jvind be it further enacted, That no postmaster shall receive, to be conveyeg
by the mail, any packet which shail weigh more than three pounds; and the postage
marked on any letter or packet, and charged in the post bill which may accompany
the same, shall be conclusive evidence in favor of the postmaster who delivers the
same, of the lawful postage thereon, unless such letter or packet shall be opened in
the presence of the postmaster or his clerk.* Any memorandum which shall be
written ona newspaper or other printed paper, pamphlet, or magazine, and transmitted
by mail, shall be charged with letter postage.—Sec. 13, Jet of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 140. Jnd be it further enacted, * * ¥  That no newspapers shall be
received by the postmasters, to be conveyed by the post, unless they are sufficiently
dried, and inelosed in proper wrappers, on which, besides the direction, shall be noted
the number of papers which are inclosed for subscribers, and the number for printers:
Provided, That the number need not be indorsed, if the publisher shall agree to furnish
the postmaster, at the close of each quarter, a certificd statement of the number of
papers sent in the mail chargeable with postage. The Postmaster General in any
contract he may enter into for the conveyance of the mail, may authorize the person
with whom such contract is to be made, to carry newspapers, magazines, and pam-
phlets, other than those conveyed in’the mail: Provided, That no preference shall be
given to the publisher of one newspaper over that of another in the same place.—Sec.
30, JAct of March 3, 1825.

Skc. 141. Jnd be it further enacted, That ¢ mailable matter,”” and ¢ matter properly
transmittible by mail,” shall be deemed and taken to mean all letters and news-
papers, and all magazines and pamphlets periodically published, or which may be
published in regular series or in successive numbers, under the same title, though
at irregular intervals, and all other written or printed matter whereof each copy or
number shall not exceed eightf ounces in weight, except bank notes, sent in packages
or bundles, without written letters accompanying them; but bound books,} of any
size, shall not be held to be included within the meaning of these terms. And any
packet or packets, of whatever size or weight, being made up of any such mailable
matter, shall subject all persons concerned in transporting the same to all the penalties
of this law, equally as if it or they were not so made up into a packet or packages. But
nothing in this act contained shall be so construed asto prohibit any person whatever
from transporting, or causing to be transported, over any mail route, or any road or
way parallel thereto, any bools, magazines, or pamphlets, or newspapers, not marked,
directed, or intended for immediate distribution to subscribers or others, but intended
for sale as merchandise, and transported in the usual mode of transporting merchandise -
over the particular route used, and sent or consigned to some bona fide dealer or agent
for the sale thereof; nor shall anything herein be construed to interfere with the right
of any traveler to have and take with him or her, for his or her own use, any book,
pamphlet, magazine, or newspaper.—Sec. 15, Jct of March 3, 1845.

SEc. 142, Jnd be it further enacted, That the term “ newspaper,’” hereinbefore used,

* The second Section of the Act of August 30, 1852, (see No. 172.) makes hooks, beund or unbound,
not weighing over four pounds, mailable matter. Also, public documents ar¢ uwrestricted as 10
weight.

t[l.eference to Sec. 144 shows the limit in this particular is thirty-1wo ounces under Act of March 3,

{ Books to amount of four pounds mailable under Act of August 30, 1852, See Sec. 172. A\

a
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ghall be, and the same is hereby, defined to be any printed publication, issued in num-
pers, consisting of not more than two sheets, and published at short stated intervals
of not more than one month, conveying intelligence of passing events, and bona fide
extras and supplemeats of any such publication. And nothing herein contained shall
be so construed as to prevent the free exchange of newspapers between the publishers

~ thereof, as provided for under the twenty-ninth section of the act entitled ““An Act to

| reduce into one the several acta for establishing and regulating the Post Office Depart-
| ment,” approved the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-

| five.—Sec. 16, Act of March 3, 1845. .

F . Sec. 143. JAnd be il further enucted, That it shall not be lawful to deposit in any post

office, to be conveyed in the mail, two or more letters, directed to different persons,

.inclosed in the same envelope or packet; and every person so offending shall forfeit

| the sum of ten dollars, to be recovered by action qui fam, one half for the use of the

;:,.ihforlner, and the other half for the use of the Post Office Department: Provided, That

 this prohibition shall not apply to any letter or packet directed to any foreign country;

F' and all newspapers conveyed in the mail shall be subject to postage, except those sent

{ by way of exchange between the publishers of newspapers, and except those franked

~ by persons enjoying the franking privilege: * % *  and it shall be lawful

' for any contractor, or mail carrier, to transport newspapers® out of the mail for sale
‘no'r,distribgtion to subscribers. * * * —=Sec. 13, JAct of Marck 3, 1847.

|f:_1 Sec. 144. And be it further enacted, That ® # * bound books, and

parcels of printed matter not weighing over thirty-two ounces,} shall be deemed

" mailable matter, * * * —Sec. 2, Act of March 3, 1851.

E-: CHAPTER XI.
E{_ “ POSTAGE STAMPS.

rE 8Ec. 145, And be it further enacted, That to facilitate the transportation of letters in
i the mail, the Postmaster General be authorized to prepare postage stamps, which,
| when attached to any letter or packet, shall be evidence of the payment of the post-
age chargeable on such letter, which said stamps the Postmaster General may deliver
| toany deputy postmaster who may apply for the same, the deputy postmaster paying,
or becoming accountable for the amount of the stamps so received by him; and if any
of said stamps shall not be used, but be returned to the General Post Office, the amount
80 returned shall be credited to such deputy postmaster; and such deputy postmaster
may sell or dispose of any stamps so received by him, to any person who may wish
to.use the same; but it shall not be lawful for any deputy postmaster to prepare, use,
or dispose of any postage stamps not authorized by and received from the Postmaster
General; and any person who shall falsely and fraudulently make, utter, or forge any
‘Postage stamp with the intent to defraud the Post Office Department, shall be deemed
guilty of felony, and on conviction shall be subject to the same punishment as is pro-
Vided in the twenty-first section of the act approved the third day of March, eighteen
! hundred and twenty-five, entitled ** An Act to reduce into one the several acts estab-
lishing and regulating the Post Office Department.’/—5See. 11, Jet of March 3, 1847.
Skc. 146. Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gen-

—— s

1

Secsifnmso Sections 140 and 141, t Limit for books extended to four pounds by Act of 1852, See
- Lik2,
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eral to provide and furnish to all deputy postmasters and to all other persons applying
and paying therefor, suitable postage stamps, of the denomination of three cents, and
of such other denominations as he may think expedient to facilitate the prepayment of
the postages provided for in this act; and any person who shall forge or counterfeit
any postage stamp provided or furnished under the provisions of this or any former
act, whether the same are impresssed or printed on or attached to erfvelopes or not,
or any die, plate, ot engraving therefor, or shall make or print, or knowingly use or
sell, or have in his possession with intent to use or sell, any such false, forged, or
counterfeited die, plate, engraving, or postage stamp, or who shall make or print, or
authorize or procure to be made or printed, any postage stamps of the kind provided
and furnished by the Postmaster General as aforesaid, without the especial authority
and direction of the Post Office Department, or who, after such postage stamps have
been printed, shall, with intent to defraud the revenues of the Post Office Department,
deliver any postage stamps to any person or persons other than such as shall be author-
ized to receive the same by an instrument of writiﬁg duly executed under the hand of
the Postmaster General, and the seal of the Post Office Department, shall, on convic-
tion thereof, be deemed guilty of felony, and be punished by a fine not exceeding five
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding five years, or by both such fine
and imprisonment; and the expenses of procuring and providing all such postage
stamps and letter envelopes, as are provided for or authorized by this act shall be
paid, after being adjusted by the Auditor of the Post Office Department, on the cer-
tificate of the Postmaster General, out of any money in the Treasury arising from the
revenues of the Post Office Department.—Sec. 3, Aet of March 3, 1851.

Sec. 147. Jnd be il further enacted, That it shall be the duty of every postmaster to
cause to be defaced,* in such manner as the Postmaster Greneral shall direct, all post-
age stamps attached to letters deposited in his office for delivery, or to be sent by mail;
and if any postmaster, sending letters in the mail with postage stamps attached, shall
omit to deface the same, it shall be the duty of the postmaster to whose office such
letiers shall be sent for delivery to deface the stamps and report the delinquent post-
master to the Postmaster General. And if any person shall use or altempt to use, in
prepayment of postage, any postage stamp which shall have been before used forlike
purposes, such person shall be subject to a penalty of fifty dollars for every such
offense, to be recovered in the name of the United States, in any court of competent
Jjurisdietion.—Sec. 4, Jct of Marck 3, 1851. ’

Sec. 148. Jnd be it further enacled, That if any person or persons shall forge or
counterfeit, or shall utter or usé knowingly, any counterfeit stamp of the Post Office
Department of the United States issued by authority of this act, or by any other act
of Congress, within the United States, or the post office stamp of any foreign Gov-
ernment, he shall be adjudged guilty of felony, and, on conviction thereof in any court
having jurisdiction of the same, shall undergo a confinement at hard labor for any
length of time not less than two years, nor more than ten, at the discretion of the
court,—Sec. 5, Act of March 3, 1845,

Sec. 149. Jnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General shall be, and he is
héreby, authorized to provide and furnish to all postmasters and other persons apply-
ing and paying therefor, suitable letter envelopes, with such water-marks or other
guards against counterfeits as he may deem expedient, and with one or more suitable
postage stamps, with such device and of such denominations and value as he may
direct, printed or impressed thereon; which envelopes shall be sold at the cost of pro-
curing and furnishing the same, aa near as may be, with the addition of the value or
denomination of the postage stamps so printed or impressed thereon or attached thereto,

B

* See also No. 151,
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aforesaid; and letters, when inclosed in such envelope, with postage stamps printed

t: impressed thereon, (the postage stamp or stamps in every such ease being of the
“yalue, denomination, or amount required to prepay the postage which would be charge-
‘able on such letters and envelopes if sent by mail to the place of their destination
wnder the provisions of the laws then in force, and such stamps and envelopes not

| having been before used,) shall pass in the mails as prepaid letters; and ail letters
inclosed in such envelopes as shall be provided and furnished by the Postmaster Gen-
+eral, as first in this section preseribed, and with postage stamps thereon as aferesaid

. (and such postage stamps on such envelopes being cqual in value and amount to the

rates of postage to which such letters would be liable if sent by mail, and such postage
stamps and envelopes not having been before used) may be sent, conveyed, and de-
livered otherwise than by post or mail,* notwithstanding any prohibition thereof under
any existing law: Provided, Thatthe said envelope shall be duly sealed, or otherwise
firmly and securely closed, so that such letter cannot be taken therefrom without tear-
-ing or destroying such envelope, and the same duly directed and addressed, and the
ate of such letter, or the receipt or transmission thereof, to be written cr stamped, or
otherwise appear on such envelope.—Sec. 8, Act of August 31, 1852,
Sec. 150. Jnd be it further enacted, That any person who shall forge or counterfeit
ahy postage stamp printed or impressed upon any letter envelope authorized by the
eighth section of an act entitled ¢“An Act to establish certain post roads, and for other
purposes,’’ approved August 31, 1852, or by any other act, or who shall counterfeit
any die, plate, or engraving therefor, or who shall make or print, or knowingly use
. ‘or gell, or have in his possession with intent to use or sell, any such false, forged, or
' counterfeited die, plate, engraving, or stamped envé]ope,or who shall make or know-
ingly use or sell, or have in his possession with intent to use or sell, any paper
bearing the water-marlk of such letter envelopes, or any fraudulent imitation thereof,
or who shall make or print, or authorize or procure to be made or printed, any
stamped or printed letter envelope of the kind provided by the Postmasier General
under the authority aforesaid, without the especial direction of the Post Office Depart-
ment, or who, after such letter envelopes have been prepared or printed, shall, with
' intent to defraud the revenues of the Post Office Department, deliver any such letter

' envelopes to any person or persons other than such as shall be authorized to receive

the same by instrument of writing, duly executed under the hand of the Postmaster
General and the seal of the Post Office Department, shall, on conviction thereof, be
deemed guilty of felony, and be punished by a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars,
‘or by imprisonment not exceeding five years, or by both such fine and imprisonment.
See. T, JAet of March 3, 1853.

Sec. 151. Jnd be it further enmeted, That it shall be the duty of every postmaster
o cause to be defaced,? in such manner as the Postmaster General may direct, all
letter envelopes with postage stamps thereon, which may be deposited in his office for
‘tonveyance in the mail; and if any postmaster sending such envelopes in the mail
8hall omit to deface the same, it shall be the duty of the postmaster to whose office
such envelopes shall be sent for delivery to deface them, and report the delinquent
postmaster to the Postmaster General. And if any person shall use, or attempt to
use, for the conveyance of any letter or other mailable matter or thing, over any post
road of the United States, either by mail or otherwise, any such stamped letter
envelope which has been before used for a like purpose, such person shall be liable
10 a penalty of fifty dollars, to be recovered, in the name of the United States, in any
court having competent jurisdiction.—Sec. 8, Jct of March 3, 1853.

* Under this section lettets inclosed in stamped envelopes may be sent out of the mail. A letter with
8 postage stamp merely cannot be so sent. t See further provisions on this head in No. 147.
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Sec. 152. vnd be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any postmaster or
other person to sell any postage stamp or stamped envelope for any larger sum than
that indicated upon the face of such postage stamp, or for a larger sum than that
charged therefor by the Post Office Department; and any person who shall violate thig
provision shall be deemed guilty of o misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof shall be
fined in any sum not less than ten nor more than five hundred dollars. This act 1o
take effect and be in force from and after the commencement of the next fiscal quarter
after il passage: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to .
alter the laws in relation to the franking privilege.—See. 2, Jl¢t of March 3, 1855.

'+ CHAPTER XIL
P'IZ.IP".&T.E EXPRESSES.

-8ec. 153. JAnd be it further enacted, That no stage or other vehicle which regularly
performs trips on a post road, or on a road parallel to it, shall convey letters; nor shall
any packet boat or other vessel which regularly plies on a water declared to be a post
road, except such as relate to some part of the cargo. For the violation of this pro-
vision, the owner of the carriage or other vehicle, or vessel, shall incur the penalty of
fifty dollars. And the person who has charge of such carriage or other vehicle, or
vessel, may be prosecuted under this section, and the property in his charge may be
levied on and sold in satisfaction of the penalty and costs of suit: Provided, That it
shall be lawful for any one to send letters by special messenger.—Sec. 19, Act of March
3, 1825.

Sec. 154, JAnd be it further enacted, That no person other than the Postmaster
General, or his authorized agents, shall set up any foot or horse post for the convey-
ance of lettera and pacliets upon any post road which is or may be established as such
by law. And every person who shall offend herein shall incur a penalty of not
exceeding fifty dollars for each letter gr packet so carried.—Sec. 3, Act of March 2, 1827.

Skc. 155. JAnd be it further enacled, That it shall not be lawful for any person to
carry or transport any letter, packet, newspaper, or printed circular or price current
(except newspapers in use, and not intended for circulation in the country to which
such vessel may be bound) on board the vessels that may hereafter transport the
United States mail, as provided for in this act; and for every violation of this pro-
vision a penalty of five hundred dollars is hereby imposed, to be recovered by present-
ment, by information, or qui tam action—one half for the use of the informer, and the
other half for the use of the Post Office Department.—Sec. 4, Jct of March 3, 1845,

Sec. 156. And be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any person or
persons to establish any private express or expresses for the conveyance, nor in any
manner to cause to be conveyed, or provide for the conveyance or transportation, by
regular trips, or at stated periods or intervals, from one city, town, or other place, to
any other city, town, or place in the United States, between and from and to which
cities, towns, or other places the United States mail is regularly transported under the
authority of the Post Office Department, of any letters, packets, or packages of letters,
or other matter properly transmittible in the United States mail, except newspapers,”
pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals; and each and every person offending against

+ By the eighth Section of Act of August 31, 1832, letters inclosed in stamped envelopes may be sent
out of the mail. See No. 149, ¢
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. this provision, or aiding and assisting therein, or acting as such private express, shall,
"for each time any letter or letters, packet or packages, or other matter properly
. transmittible by mail, except newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals,
shall or may be, by him, her, or them, or through his, her, or their means or instru-
mentality, in whole or in part, conveyed or transported contrary to the true intent,
‘spirit, and meaning of this section, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred and fifty
dollars.—Sec. 9, Jct of March 3, 1845.
Sec. 157. JInd be it further enacted, That it shall not be lawful for any stage coach,
" railroad car, steamboat, packet boat, or other vehicle or vessel, nor any of the owners,
managers, servants, or crews of either, which regulnrly perform trips at stated periods
' ona post route, or between two or more cities, towns, or other places, from one to
~ 'the other of which the United States mail is regularly conveyed under the authority
“of the Post Office Department, to transport or convey, otherwise than in the mail, any
. letter or letters, packet or packages of letters, or other mailable matter whatsoever,*
~ except such as may have relation to some part of the cargo of such steamboat, packet
boat, or other vessel, or to some article at the same time conveyed by the same stage
coach, railroad car, or other vehicle, and excepting also newspapers, pamphlets,
. magazines and periodicals; and for every such offense, the owner or owners of the
- stage coach, railroad car, steamboat, packet boat, or other vehicle or vessel, shall
forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred dollars; and the driver, captain, conductor, or
“person having charge of any such stage coach, railroad car, steamboat, packet boat,
or other vehicle or vessel, at the time of the commission of any such offense, and
~ ‘'who shall not at that time be the owner thereof, in whole or in part, shall, in like
- manner, forfeit and pay, in every such case of offense, the sum of fifty dollars.—Sec.
10, Act of March 3, 1845. :
SEec. 158. Jnd be it further enacted, That the owner or owners of every stage coach,
.~ railroad car, steamboat, or other vehicle or vessel, which shall, with the knowledge
‘of any owner or owners, in whole or. in part, or with the knowledge or connivance of
~ the driver, conductor, captain, or person having charge of any such stage coach,
.~ railroad car, steamboat, or other vessel or vehicle, convey or transport any person or
persons acting or employed as a private express for the conveyance of letters,packets,
~or packages of letters, or other mailable matter, and actually in possession of such-
mailable matter, for the purpose of transportation, contrary to the spirit, true intent,
‘and meaning of the preceding section of this law, shall be subject to the like fines and
~ penalties as are hereinbefore provided and directed in the case of persons acting as
ij" such private expresses and of persons employing the same; but nothing in this act
contained shall be construed to prohibit the conveyance or transmission of letters,
packets, or packages, or other matter to any part of the United States by private
hands, no compensation being tendered or received therefor in any way, or by a
Bpecial messenger employed only for the single particular occasion.—Sec. 11, et of
March 3, 1845.

Sec 159. JAnd be it further enacted, That all persons whatsoever who shall, after the
Passage of thisact, transmit by any private express, or other means by thisact declared
to be unlawful, any letter or letters, package or packages, or other mailable matter,
eXcepting newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, or who shall place or
cause to be deposited at any appointed place, for the purpose of being transported by
such unlawful means, any matter or thing properly transmittible by mail, excepting
newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals,f or who shall deliver any such
Matter, excepting newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, for transmis-

bt

* See Section 149 for exception in favor of letters inclosed in stamped envelopes.
I 1 See Sec. 149 for provision in relation to letters inclosed in stamped envelopes.
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sion to any agent or agents of such unlawful expresses, shall, for each and every
offense, forfeit and pay the sum of fifty dollars.—Sec. 12, JAct of March 3, 1845,

Sec. 160. Jnd be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained shall havye
the effect, or be construed to prohibit the conveyance or transportation of letters by
steamboats, as authorized by the sixth section of the act entitled “ An Act to reduce
into one the several acts for establishing and regulating the Post Office Department,”?
approved the third of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five: Provided,
That the requirements of said sixth section of said act be strictly complied with by the
delivery, within the time specified by said act, of all letters so conveyed, not relating
to the cargo or some part thereof, to the postmaster or other authorized agent of the
Post Office Department at the port or place to which said letters may be directed or
intended to be delivered over from said boat; and the postmaster or other agent of the
Post Office Department shall charge and collect upon all letters or other mailable matter
0 delivered to him, except newspapers, pamphlets, magazines, and periodicals, the
same rates of postage as would have been charged upon said letters had they been
transmitted by mail from the port or place at which they were placed on board the
steamboat from which they were received; but it is hereby expressly provided that all
the pains and penalties provided by this act for any violation of the provisions of the
eleventh section of this act shall attach in every case to any steamboat, or to the
owners and persons having charge thereof, the captain or other person having charge
of which shall not, as aforesaid, comply with the requirements of the sixth section of
the said law of one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five. And no postmaster shall
receive to be conveyed by the mail any packet which shall weigh more than three*
pounds.—Sec. 13, Act of March 3, 1845. .

Skc. 161. JAnd be it further enacled, That all pecuniary penalties and forfeitures
incurred under this act shall be one half for the use of the person or persons inform-
ing and prosecuting for the same, and the other half to the use of the United States,
and shall be paid over to the Postmaster General, and accounted for by him as other
moneys of the Department; and all causes of action arising under this act may be
sued, and all offenders against this act may be prosecuted, before the justices of ‘the
peace, magistrates, or other judicial courts of the several States and of the several
Territories of the United States, they having competent jurisdiction by the laws of
such States or Territories, to the trial of claims and demands of as great value, and
of the prosecutions where the punishments are of as great extent; and such justices,
magistrates, or judiciary shall take cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment and
execution as in other cases.—Sec. 17, Act of March 3, 1845,

CHAPTER XIII.

RAILROAD SERVICE.

Sec. 162. JAnd be it further enacted, That each and every railroad within the limits
of the United States, which now is, or hereafter may be made and completed, shall
be a post route; and the Postmaster General shall cause the mail to be transported
thereon, provided he can have it done upon reasonable terms, and not paying therefor,

* Limit with respect to books extended to four pounds by second section of the Act of August 30,
1852, Bee No. 172.
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ji any instance, more than twenty-five per centum over and above what similar
transportation would cost in post coaches.—Sec. 2, JAet of July 7, 1838,

Sec. 163. Be it further enucted, That the Postmaster General shall not, by virtue of
the authority vested in him by the second section of the ¢ Act to establish certain
post roates and to discontinue others,”’ approved July 7, 1838, allow more than three
Eundred dollars per mile per annum to any railroad company in the United States, for

the conveyance of one or more daily mails upon their roads: Provided, That nothing

_ in this act contained shall be construed so as in any way to remove or impair the
i limitations upon the power of the Postmaster General, imposed by that section.—ct
- of January 25, 1739.

SEc. 164. Be it resolved, That the Postmaster General be, and he hereby is,

 authorized to make and enter into contracts with any railroad company for the trans-
~ mission of the mail, without advertising for bids on such railroads, as now required

b’y law.—Joint Resolution of February 20, 1845.
Sec. 165. JAnd be it further enacted That to insuve, as. far as may be practicable, an

b equal and just rate of compensation, according to the service performed, among the
" several railrgad companies in the United States for the transportation of the mail, it

shall be the duty of the Postmaster Geeneral to arrange and divide the railroad routes,

L including those in which the service is partly by railroad and partly by steamboats,

i[mo three classes according to the size of the mails, the speed with which they are

conveyed, and the importance of the service; and it shall be lawful for him to contract
| for conveying the mail with any such railroad company, either with or without adver-
i tising for such contract: Provided, That for the conveyance of the mail on any railroad
| of the first class, he shall not pay a higher rate of compensation than is now allowed
. by law; nor for carrying the mail on any railroad of the second class, a greater com-
~ pensation than one hundred dollars per mile per annum; nor for carrying the mail on
. any railroad of the third class, a greater compensation than fifty dollars per mile per

annum. And in case the Postmaster General shall not be able to conclude a contract

' for carrying the mail on any of such railroad routes, at a compensation not exceeding
the aforesaid maximum rates, or for what he may deem a reasonable and fair compen-
.~ sation for the service to be performed, it shall be lawful for him to separate the letter

mail from the residue of the mail, and to contract, either with or without advertising,
for conveying the letter mail over such route, by horse express or otherwise, at the
greatest speed that can reasonably be obtained, and also to contract for carrying over
Such route the residue of the mail, in wagons or otherwise, at a slower rate of speed:
Provided, That if one half of the service on any railroad is required to be performed
in the night season, it shall be lawful for the Postmaster General to pay twenty-five
per cent, in addition to the aforesaid maximum rates of allowance: And provided
Jurther, That if it shall be found necessary to convey over any railroad route more than
two mails daily, it shall be lawful for the Postmaster General to pay such additional
tompensation as he may think justand reasonable, having reference to the service per-

formed, and the maximum rate of allowance established by this act—=Sec. 19, Jct of
March 3, 1845.

CHAPTER X1V,
RATES OF POSTAGE.
Skc. 166. And beit further enacted, That every letter or packet brought into the Uni-

ted States, or carried from one port therein to another, in any private ship or vessel,
shall be charged with six cents, if delivered at the post office where the same shall
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arrive; and if destined to be conveyed by post, to any place, with two cents added to
the ordinary rates of postage.—Sec. 15, Act of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 167. JAnd be it further enacted, That the deputy postmasters, and other agents
of the Postmaster General, shall duly account, and answer to him, for all way letters
which shall come to their hands; and for this purpose the post riders and other carriers
of the mail receiving any way letter or letters, (and it shall be their duty to receive
them, if presented more than one mile from a post office,) shall deliver the same,
together with the postage, if paid, at the first post office to which they shall afterwards
arrive; where the postmaster shall duly enter the same, and specify the number, and
rate or rates, in the post bill, adding to the rate of each way letter one eent, which
shell be paid by the postmaster to the mail carrier from whom such way letters shall
be received.—Sec. 20, JAet of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 168. Be it further enacted, That the better to enable the postal treaty with Great
Britain to go into full effect, with equal advantage to both countries, letters shall be
mailed as composing one rate only where the letter does not exceed the weight of a
half ounce avoirdupois; where it exceeds a half ounce but does not exceed an ounce,
as composing two rates; where it exceeds an ounce but does not exceed two ounces, ag
composing four rates; where it exceeds two ounces but does not exceed three ounces,
as composing six rates; where it exceeds three ounces but does not exceed four ounces
as composing eight rates; andin like progression for each additional ounce, or fraction
of an ounce, and that each rate shall be subject to the full postage charged; and that
letters refused, or which cannot be delivered, may be immediately returned to the dead
letter office, and that newspapers not sent from the office of publication shall be charged
with the same postage as other papers to be prepaid.—Sec. 3, Act of Mareh 3, 1849, ~

Sec. 169. Be it further enacted, That from and after the thirtieth day of June, eigh-
teen hundred and fifty-one, in lieu of the rates of postage now established by law,
there shall be charged the following rates, to wit: For every single letter in manuscript,
or paper of any kind upon which ir¥ormation shall be asked for, or communicated in
writing, or bv marks or signs, conveyed in the mail, ~ * * *  wholly orin
part by sea, and to or from a foreign country, for any distance over twenty-five hun-
dred miles, twenty cents; and for any distance under twenty-five hundred miles, ten
cents, (excepting, however, all cases where such postage has been or shall be adjusted
at different rates by postal treaty or convention, already concluded or hereafter to be
made;) and for a double letter there shall be charged double the rates above specificd;
and for a treble letter, treble those rates; and for a quadruple letter, quadruple those
rates; and every letter or parcel not exceeding half an ounce in weight shall be deemed
a single letter; and every additional weight of half an ounce, or additional weight of
less than half an ounce, shall be charged with an additional single postage. And all
drop-letters, or letters placed in any post office not for transmission, but for delivery
only, shall be charged with postage at the rate of ope cent each; and all letters which
shall hereafter be advertised as remaining over or uncalled for, in any post office, shall
be charged with one cent in addition to the regular postage, both to be accounted for
ag other postages now are.*—Sec. 1, Act of March 3, 1851.

Sec. 170. Be it further enacted, That in lieu of the rates of postage now established
by law, there shall be charged the following rates, to wit:

For every single letter in manuseript, or paper of any kind in which information shall
be asked for or communicated in writing, or by marks or signs, conveyed in the mail
for any distance between places in the United States not exceeding three thousand
miles, three cents; and for any distance exceeding three thousand miles, ten cents.

And for a double letter there shall be charged double the rate above specified; and

* See Nos. 117 and 170 in regard to drop letters.
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for a treble letter, treble those rates; and for a quadruple letter, quadruple those rates;
and every letter or parcel not exceeding half an ounce in weight shall be deemed a
single letter; and every additional weight of half an ounce, or additional weight of less
than half an ounce, shall be charged with an additional single postage; and upon all
letters passing through or in the mail of the United States, excepting such as are to
or from a foreign country, the postages, as nbove specified, shall be prepaid, except
upon letters and packages addressed to officers of the Government on official business,
which shall be so marked on the envelope. And from and after the first day of Jan-
uary, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, the Postmaster General may require postmasters
to place postage stamps upon all prepaid letters upon which such stamps may not
have been placed by the writers.

And all drop letters,* or letters placed in any post office not for transmission through
the mail, but for delivery only, shall be charged with postage at the rute of one cent
" each; and all letters which shall hereafter be advertised as remaining over or uncalled
for, in any post office, shall be charged with one cent each, in addition to the regular
postage; both to be accounted for as other postages now are.—Sec. 1, Jct of March
3, 1855.

Sec. 171. Be it further enacted, That from and after the thirtieth day of September,
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, the postage upon all printed matter passing through
the mail of the United States, instead of the rates now charged shall be as follows, to
wit: Each newspaper, periodical, unsealed circular, or other article of printed matter,
not exceeding three ounces in weight, shall be sent to any part of the United States
for one cent, and for every additional ounce, or fraction of an ounce, one cent addi-
tional shall be charged; and when the postage upon any newspaper or periodical is
paid quarterly or yearly in advance at the office where the said periodical or newspaper
is delivered, or is paid yearly or quarterly in advance at the office where the same is
mailed, and evidence of such payment is furnished to the office of delivery in such
manner as the Post Office Department shall, by general regulations prescribe, one half
of said rates only shall be charged. Newspapers and periodicals not weighing over
one ounce and a half, when circulated in the State where published, shall be charged
one half of the rates before mentioned: Provided, That small newspapers and period-
icals, published monthly or oftener, and pamphlets not containing more than sixteen
octavo pages cach, when sent in single packages, weighing at least eight ounces, to one
address, und prepaid by affixing postage stamps thereto, shall be charged only half of a
cent for each ounce or fraction of an ounce, notwithstanding the postage calculated on
each separate article of such package would exceed that amount. The postage on
all transient matter shall be prepaid by stamps or otherwise, or shall be charged double
the rates first above mentioned.f—=8ec. 1, et of August 30, 1852,

Sec. 172. JAnd be it further enacted, That books, bound or unbound, not weighing
. over four pounds, shall be deemed mailable matter, and shall be chargeable with post-
age at one cent an ounce for all distances under three thousand miles, and two cents
an ounce for all distances over three thousand miles, to which fifty per cent. shall be
added in all cases where the same may be sent without being prepaid, and all printed
matter chargeable by weight shall be weighed when dry. The publishers of news-
Papers and periodicals may send to each other from their respective offices of publi-
cation, frec of postage, one copy of each publication; and may also send to each actua
Subscriber, inclosed in their publications, bills and receipts for the same, free of post-
8ge. The publishers of weekly newspapers may send to each actual subscriber within

*See No. 169. {The Act of January 2, 1857, makes the prepayment of postage on transient printed
matter compulsory. See Sec. 179,
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the county where their papers are printed and published one copy thereof free of
postage.—Sec. 2, Jet of August 30, 1852.

Sec. 173. Jnd be it further enacted, That no newspaper, periodical, magazine, or
other printed paper or matter, shall be entitled to be sent at the rates of postage in this
act specified, unless the following conditions be observed:

First. It shall be sent without any cover or wrapper, or in a cover or wrapper open
at the ends or sides, so that the character of the matter contained therein may be
determined without.removing such wrapper.

Second. There shall be no word or communication printed on the same after its
publication, or upon the cover or wrapper thereof, nor any writing or marks upon it,
nor upon the cover or wrapper thereof, except the name and address of the person to
whom it is to be sent.

Third. There shall be no paper or other thing inclosed in or with such printed paper;
and if these conditions are not complied with, such printed matter shall be subject to
letter postage; and all matter sent by mail from one part of the United States to
another, the postage of which is not fixed by the provisions of this act, shall, unless
the same be entitled to be sent free of postage, be charged with letter postage.—Sec.
3, et of August 30, 1852.

Sec. 174. JAnd be it further enacted, That in case the Postmaster General shall deem
it expedient to establish an express mail, in addition to the ordinary mail, on any of
the post roads in the United States, for the purpose of conveying slips from news-
papers in lieu of exchange newspapers, or letters, other than such as contain money,
not exceeding half an ounce in weight, marked ¢ express mail,’” and public dispatches,
he shall be authorized to charge all letters and packets carried by such express mail
with triple the rates of postage to which letters and packets, not free, may be by law
subject, when carried by the ordinary mails.*—Sec. 39, Act of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 175. And be it further enacted, That if any postmaster, or other person author-
ized by the Postmaster General to receive the postage of letters, shall fraudulently
demand or receive any rate of postage, or gratuity, or reward, other than is provided
by this act, for the postage of letters or packets, on conviction thtereof he shall forfeit,
for every such offense, one hundred dollars.—See. 16, Act of March 3,1825.

Sec. 176. Be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General, under the direction of
the President of the United States, be, and he is hereby, authorized and empbwered
to charge upon, and collect from, all letters and other mailable matter carried to or
from any port of the United States, in any foreign packet ship or other vessel, the
same rate or rates of charge for American postage,t which the Government to which
such foreign packet or other vessel belongs imposes upon letters or other mailable
matter conveyed to or from such foreign country in American packets or other vessels,
as the postage of such Government, and at any time to revole the same. And it shall
be the duty of all custom-house officers, and other United States agents designated or
appointed for that purpose, to enforce or carry into effect the foregoing provision, and
to aid or assist in the collection of such postage. And to that end, it shall be lawful
for such officers and agents, on suspicion of fraud, to open and examine, in the presence
of two or more respectable persons, being citizens of the United States, any package
or packages supposed to contain mailable matter found on board such packets or other
vessels, or elsewhere, and to prevent, if necessary, such packets or other vessels from
entering, breaking .bulk, or making clearance, until such letters or other mailable

matter are duly delivered into the United States Post Office.f—Sec. 1, fet of June 27,
1848.

* Sece kindred statute in No, 51, t Sce Sections 71 and &4, } See, aleo, Nos. 182 and 187.
L
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Sec. 177. JAnd be it further enacted, That all letters or other mailable matter con-
veyed to or from any port of the United States, by any foreign packet or ship, except
such unsealed letters relating to said ship or vessel, or any part of the cargo thereof
as may be directed to the owner or owners, consignee or consignees of said ship or
other vessel, shall be so subject to postage charge as aforesaid, whether addressed to
any person in the United States or elsewhere: provided it is done by the packet or
other ship of a foreign country imposing postage onletters or mailable matter conveyed
to or from such country by any packet or other ship of the United States, and such
letters or other mailable matter carried in foreign packet ships or other vessels, except
such unsealed letters relating to the ship or vessel or any part of the cargo thereof, as
may be dirceted to the owner or owners, consignee or consignees, as aforesaid, are
hereby required to be delivered into the United States Post Office by the master or
commanders. of all such packets or other vessels when arriving, and to be taken from
& United States Post Office, when departing, and the postage paid thereon justly
chargeable by this act, and for refusing or failing to do so, or for conveying said letters
or any letters intended to be conveyed in any ship or vessel of such foreign country
over or across the United States, or any portion thereof, the party offending shall, on
conviction, forfeit and pay not exceeding five thousand dollars for each offense.¥—
See. 2, Act of June 27, 1848.

Sec. 178. JAnd be it further enacted, That so much of the second section of the act
entitled *“An act to modify and reduce the rates of postage in the United States, and
for other purposes,’ approved March third, eighteen hundred and fifty-one, as relates
to the postage or free circulation or transmission of newspapers, periodicals, and other
printed matter, and all other provisions of law inconsistent with the provisions of this
act, are hereby repealed.—Sec. 5, Act of August 30, 1852.

Sec. 179. Be it enacted, &c., That the provision in the act approved August thirty,
eighteen hundred and fifty-two, entitled ¢ An act to amend the act entitled an © Act to
reduce and nredify the rates of postage in the United States, and for other purposes,’
passed March three, eighteen hundred and fifty-one,’® permitting transient printed
matter to be sent.through the mail of the United States without prepayment of post-
age, be, and thic same is hereby, repealed. And the postage on all such transient
matter 8hall be prepaid by stamps or otherwise, as the Postmaster General may direct.
—dct of January 2, 1857.

CHAPTER XV.

REGISTRATION OF LETTERS.

Sec. 180. Jind be it further enacted, That for the greater security of valuable letters
posted for transmission in the mails of the United States, the Postmaster General be,
and hereby is, authorized to establish a uniform plan for the registration of such
letters on application of parties posting the same, and to require the prepayment of
the postage, as well as a registration fee of five cents on every such letter or packet, to
be accounted for by postmasters receiving the same in such manner ag the Postmaster
General shall direct: Provided, however, That such registration shall not be compul-
sory; and it shall not render the Post Office Department or it8 revenue liable for the
loss of such letters or packets, or the contents thereof.—See. 3, Act of March 3, 1855.

* See Scclions 176 and 187,
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CHAPTER XVI.
SHIP AND STEAMBOAT MATLS.

Skc. 181. JAnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster General be authorized to
have the mail carried in any steamboat or other vessel which shall be used as a packet
in any of the waters of the United States, on such terms and conditions as shall be
considered cxpedient: Provided, That he does not pay more than three cents for each
lett_r, and more than one half cent for each newspaper conveyed in such mail.*—
Sec. 5, Jct of March 3, 1825.

Skc. 182. JAnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of every master or
manager of any steamboat which shall pass from one port or place to another port or
place in the United States, where a post office is established, to deliver,} within three
hours after his arrival, if in the day time, and within two hours after the next sunrise,
if the arrival be in the night, all Jetters and packets addressed to, or destined for, such
port or place, to the postmaster there,for which he shall be entitled to receive of such
-postmaster twof cents for every letter or packet so delivered, unless the same shall be
carried or conveyed under a contract with the Postmaster General; and if any master
or manager of a steamboat shall fail so to deliver any letter or packet which shall have
been brought by him, or shall have been in his care, or within his power, he shall
incur a penalty of thirty dollars for every such failure. And every person employed
on board any steamboat shall deliver every letter and packet of letters intrusted to
such person to the master or manager of such steamboat, and before the said vessel
shall touch at any other port or place; and for every failure or neglect so to deliver,
a penalty of ten dollars shall be incurred for each letter or packet.—Sec. 6, et of
March 3, 1825.

Sec. 183, JAnd be it further enacted, That no ship or vessel arriving at any port
within the United States where a post office is established shall be permitted to report,
make entry, or break bulk, until the master or commander shall have delivered to the
postmaster all letters directed to any person or persons within the United States or the
Territories thercof, which, under his care, or within his power, shall be brought in
such ship or vessel, except such as are directed to the owner or consignee of the ship
or vessel. And it shall be the duty of the collectdr, or other officer of the port em-
powered to receive entries of ships or vessels, to require, from every master or com-
mander of such ship or vessel, an oath or affirmation, purporting that he has delivered
all such letters, except as aforesaid; and if any commander or master of any such ship
or vessel shall break bulk before he shall have complied with the requirements of this
act, every such offender shall, on conviction thereof, forfeit, for every such offense, a
sum not excecding one hupdred dollars,—See. 17, Ject of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 184. Jnd be it further enacted, That the postmaster to whom such letters may
be delivered shall pay the master or commander, or other person delivering the same,
except the commanders of foreign packets, two cents for cach letter or packet; and
shall obtain from the person delivering the same a certificate specifying the number
of letters and packets, with the name of the ship or vessel, and the place from whence
she last sailed; which certificate, together with a receipt for the money, shall be, with
his quarterly accounts, transmitted to the Postmaster General, who shall credit him
with the amount.§—Sec. 18, Jet of March 3, 1825.

* See Sections 184 and 185, t Sece also Seztions 176, 177, 183, and 187,
t See Sections 184 and 186 for further provisiens on this point.
§ Section 13, Act of March 3, 1847, (see No, 185,) makes further provision on this subject,
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Scec. 185. JAnd be it further enacted, That the Postmaster Geeneral shall have power,
and he is hereby authorized, to contract with the owners or commanders of any steam-
boat plying upon the western or other waters of the United States, for the transporta-

| 'tion of the mail for any length of time or number of trips, less than the time for which
; contracts for transporting the mail of the United States are now usually made under
,'qmstmg laws, and without the prewoul advertisements now required before entering
‘ Emto such contracts, whenever, in his epinion the public interest and convenience will
. be promoted thereby: Provided, That the price to be paul for such service shall in no
| case be greater than the average rate paid for such service under the last preceding or
+ then existing regular contract for transporting the mail upon the route he may so for
& less time contract for the transportation of the mail upon.*—Sec. 14, JAct of March 3,
1845.
Sec. 186, Jndbeit further enacted, That * *  #*  the Postmaster General
* ghall have authority to pay or cause to be paid a sum not exceeding two cents eacht
. for all letters or packets conveyed in any vessel or steamboat not employed in carrying
f the mail frem one port or place to any other port or place in the United States, subject
3 to such regulations as the Postmaster General may prescribe. * * *
Szc 13, Aet of Mareh 3, 1847.
'.;& Scc. 187. Jnd be it further enaeled, That no collector or other officer of the customs
. ghall permit any ship or vessel arriving within any port or collection district of the
| United States to make entry or break bulk until all letters on board the same shall be
" delivered into the post office at or nearest said port or place, nor until the captain or
- .commander of such ship or vessel shall have signed and sworn to o declaration before
_guch collector or nfficer of the customs, in the form and to the effect following, that is
"o say: ¢‘I, A B, commander of the [state the name of the ship or vessel,] arriving
from, [state the place,] and now lying in the port of, [state the name of the port,] do,
required by law, solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I have, to the
best of my knowledge or belicf, delivered, or caused to be delivered, into the post
oﬁice at or nearest said port, every letter and every bag, parcel or package of letters
’that were on board the [state the name of the ship or vessel] during her last voyage;
and that I have so delivered, or caused to be delivered, all such letters, bags, parcels,
d packages as werc in my possession or under my power or control.”” And the
| collector, and every officer of the customs at every port, without special instructions,

- master General to make examinations and seizures, shall carefully search every vessel
“for letters which may be on hoard, or have been carried or transported contrary to
Jaw; and each and every of such officers and agents, and every marshal of the United
| States and his deputies, shall at all times have power to seize all letters and packages
- and parcels containing letters which shall have been sent or conveyed contrary to law
on board any ship or vessel, or on or over any post route of the United States, and
to convey such letters to the nearest post office, or may, if the Postmaster General
gnd the Secretary of the Treasury shall so direct, detain the said letters, or any part
thereof, until two months alter the trial and final determination of all suits and pro-
* ceedings which may at any time within six months after such seizure be brought
against any person for sending, or carrying, or transporting any such letter contrary
1o any provisions of any act of Congress; and one half of any penalties that may be
Tecovered for the illegal sending, carrying, or transportation of any such letters,

8hall be paid to the officer so seizing, and the other half to the use of the Post Office
EDepaerenv and every package or pnrcel 50 seized, in which any letter shall be con-

g Se ng‘tprekus legislation on this subject in No. 181, t See antecedent legislation on this point in
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-cealed, shall be forfeited to the United States, and the same proceedings may be had
to enforce such forfeiture as are authorized in respect to goods, wares, and merchan-
dise forfeited by reason of any violation of the revenue laws of the United States;
and all laws for the benefit and protection of officers of the customs seizidg goods,
wares, or merchandise for a violation of any revenue law of the United States shall
apply to the officers and agents making seizures by virtue of this act.*~—Sec. 5, Jet of
JAugust 31, 1852,

CHAPTER XVII.

SUITS.

Sgc. 188. Jind be it further enacted, That the Auditor of the Post Office Department
shall superintend the collection of all debts due to the Department, and all penaltics
and forfeitures imposed on postmasters for failing to make returns, or pay over the
proceeds of their offices; he shall divect suits and legal proceedings, and take all such
measures as may be authorized by law to enforce the prompt payment of moneys due
to the Department.—Sec. 14, et of July 2, 1836.

Skc. 189. Jnd be it further enacted, That if any postmaster, or other person author-
ized to receive the postage of letters and packets, shall neglect or refuse to render his
accounts, and pay over to the Postmaster General the balance by him due, at the end
of every three months, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to cause a suit
1o be commenced against the person or persons so neglecting or refusing.  * ¥
Sec. 31, Act of March 3, 1825.

Skc. 190. JAnd be it further enacted, That if any postmaster shall neglect to render
his accounts for one month after the time, and in the form and manner prescribed by
law, and by the Postmaster General’s instructions, conformable therewith, he shall
forfeit double the value of the postages which shall have arisen at the same office in
any equal portion of time previous or subsequent thereto; or, in case no-account shall
have been rendered at the time of trial of such case, then such sum as the court and
jury shall estimate, equivalent thereto, to be recovered by the Postmaster General, in
an action of debt, on the bond against the postmaster and his sceurities, and for
which the securities shall be liable.—Sec. 32, JAct of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 191. And be it further enacted, That all causes of action arising under this act,
may be sued, and all offenders against this act may be prosecuted, before the justices
of the peace, magistrates, or other judicial courts of the several States, and of the
several Territories of the United States, they having competent jurisdiction, by the
laws of such States or Territories, to the trial of claims and demands of as great value,
and of the prosecutions, where the punishments are of as great extent; and such jus-
tices, magistrates, or judiciary, shall take cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment -
and execution, as in other cases.—See. 37, Act of March 3, 1825.

Sec. 192. Jnd be it further enacted, That, in all suits or causeg arising under this
act, the court shall proceed to trial, and render judgment the first term after such suil
shall be commenced: Provided always, That, whenever service of the process shall not
have been made twenty days, at least, previous tothe return day of such term, the
defendant shall be entitled to one continuance, if the court, on the statement of such
defendant, shall judge it expedient: Provided. also, That if the defendant in such suits
shall make affidavit that he has a claim against the General Post Office, not allowed bY

e

* See Sections 176, 177, 182, and 183 for antecedent legislation in regard to this matter.
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the Postmaster General, although submitted to him conformably to the regulations of
the Post Office, and shall specify such claim in the affidavit, and that he could not be

‘prepared for the trial at such term, for want of evidence, the court, in such case, being

gatisfied in those respects, may grant a continuance until the next succeeding term;

_and the Postmaster General shall be authorized to discharge from imprisonment any

jperson confined in jail, on any judgment in a civil case, obtained in behalf of the
Department: Provided, It be made to appear that the defendant hasno property of any

_description: Jnd provided, That such release shall not bar a subsequent exccution
-against the property of the defendant.—Sec. 38, At of March 3, 1825.

Skc. 193. Jnd be it further enacted, That the bonds and contracts of postmasters,
mail contractors, and other agents of the Post Office Department, shall hereafter be
made to and with the United States of America; and all suits to be commenced for the
recovery of debts or balances due by postmasters and others, or upon bonds or con-
tracts made to or with the present or any former Postmaster General, or for any fines,
penalties, or forfeitures imposed by the laws respecting the Post Office Department, or
by the Postmaster General, pursuant thereto, shall be instituted in the name of the

' United States of America; and the demands in such suits shall have all the privileges

and priorities in adjudication and payment secured to other claims of the United States

" by the existing laws: Provided, That actions and suits which may have been instituted

in the name of the Postmaster General previous to the passage of this act shall not be

. affected by the provisions of this section.—Sec. 13, et of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 194. vnd be it further enucted, That copies of the quarterly returns of post-
masters, and of any papers pertaining to the accounts in the office of the Auditor of

" the Post Office Department, certified by him,under his seal of office, shall be admitted

as evidence in the courts of the United States; and in every case of delinquency of any
postmaster or contractor, in which suit may be brought, the said Auditor shall forward
to the Attorney of the United States certified copies of all papers in his office tending
to sustain the claim; and in every such case a statement of the account, certified as
aforesaid, shall be admitted as evidence, and the court trying the cause shall be there-
tpon authorized to give judgment and award execution, subject to the provisions of

' the thirty-eighth section of the act to reduce into one the several acts establishing and

regulating the Post Office Department, approved March third, eighteen hundred and
twenty-five. No claim for a credit shall be allowed upon the trial but such as shall
have been presented to the said Auditor, and by him disallowed in whole or in part,

~ mnless it shall be proved to the satisfaction of the court that the defendant is at the
" time of the trial in possession of vouchers not before in his power to procure, and that

he was prevented from exhibiting to the said Auditor a claim for such credit by some
unavoidable accident. In suits for balances due from postmasters, interest at the rate
of ‘six per centum per annum shall be recovered, from the time of the default until
payment.—Sec. 15, et of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 195. JAnd be it further enacted, That the attorneys of the United States, in the
prosecution of suits for moneys due on account of the Post Office Department, shall
obey the directions which may, from time to time, be given to them by the Auditor of
the Post Office Department; and it shall be the duty of each of the said attorneys,
immediately-after the end of every term of any court in which any of the suits afore-
said shall have been pending, to forward to the said Auditor a statement of all the
judgments, orders, and steps which have been made or taken in the same during the
said térm, accompanied by a certificate of the clerk showing the parties to, and amount
of each judgment, with such other informatiorf as may be required by the said Auditor.
The said attorneys shall direct speedy and effectual process of execution upon the said
judgments; and it shall be the duty of the marshals of the United States, to whom the
same shall be directed, to male to the said Auditer, at such times as he may direct,
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returns of the proceedings which have taken place upon the said process of execution.
—Sec. 16, Jct of July 2, 1836,

Skc. 196. And be it further enacted, That in all cases where any sum or sums of
money have been paid out of the funds of the Post Office Department, to any individual
or individuals, under pretense that service has been performed therefor, when in fact
such service has not been performed, or by way of additional allowance for increased
service actually rendered, when the additional allowance exceeds the sum which, by
the provisions of law, might rightfully have been allowed therefor, and in all other
cases where the moneys of the Department have been paid over to any person in con-
sequence of fraudulent representations, or by the mistake, collusion, or misconduct of
any officer or clerk of the Department, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General
to cause suit to be brought, in the name of the United States of America, to recover
back the same, or the excess, as the case may be, with interest thereon.—Sec. 17, Jct
of July 2, 1836.

Skc. 197. JAnd be it further enacted, That the Auditor of the Post Office Department
aball adjust and settle all balances due from postmasters on account of transactions
prior to the first day of July, eighteen hundred and thirty-six. e shall, when neces-
sary, institute suits for the same, and cause them to be effectually prosecuted to
judgment and execution; and in cases in which proceedings at law for these or any
ather balances that are or may become due on account of the Post Office Department
have been or shall be fruitless, may direct the institution. of suits in chancery, to set
aside fraudulent conveyances or trusts, or attach debts due to the defendants, or obtain
any other proper exercise of the powers of equity, to have satisfaction of the said
judgments; and the courts of the United States, sitting in chancery, shall have juris-
diction to entertain such bills, and make such decrees and ovders thereupon as may be
consonant to the principles and usages of equity. The said Auditor shall report to the
Postmaster General, to be by him submitted to Congress, at its next annual session,
a statement of all the balances and debts due to the Post Ofiice Department as aforesaid,
by late postmasters, showing, in each case, the name and office of the principal debtor,
the names of the sureties, if any, the amount of the debt, the time at which it acerued,
the steps taken to eollect the same, and whether they have been successful or not.
The said statement shall also classify such of the said balances as may then remain
due, into such as are considered collectable, and such as are not, with the whole amount
of cach class.—Sec. 18, Jct of July 2, 1836.

Sec. 198. JInd be it further enacted, That the Auditor of the Post Office Department,
or any mayor of a city, justice of the peace, or judge of any court of record in the
United States, by him especially designated, shall be awthorized to administer oaths
and affirmations, in relation to the examination and settlement of the accounts com-
mitted to his charge; and if any person shall knowingly swear or aflirm falsely, touching
the expenditures of the Post Office Department, or in relation to any account of, or
claim against, or in favor of, the said Department, he or she shall, upon conviction
thereof, suffer as for willful and corrupt perjury,—8ec. 19, Jct of July 2, 1836,

Sec. 199. Jnd be it further enccted, That in all cases of fine, penalty, forfeiture, or
disability, or alleged linbility for any sum or sums of money, by way of damages or
otherwise, under any provision of law relating to the Post Office Department, or the
offices, operations, or business thereof, the Postmaster Gencral shall be, and be is
hereby, authorized to prescribe such general rules and made of proceeding as shall to
him appear expedient for the government of the Auditor of the Post Office Depart-
ment, in ascertaining the facts in each case in which it shall be certified to him by
such Auditor that the interests of the Department probably require the exercise of the
power conferred by this act; and upon the facts being ascertained as aforesaid, the
said Auditor shall have power, with the written consent of the Postmaster General,
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to mitigate or remit sueh fine, penalty or forfeiture, remove such disability, and to
compromise, release, and discharge such claims for such sum or syms of money and
damages, on such terms as the said Auditor shall deem just and expedient; and that
in all cases where a judgment shall have been obtained for a debt or damages due the

.. Post Office Department, and it shall satisfactorily appear, by the return of execution

or otherwise, that such judgment, or so mueh thereof as remains unpaid, eannot* be

,collected by due process of law, the said Auditor shall be, and he is hereby, author-
.. ized, with the written consent of the Postmaster General, to compromise such judg-
yment, and accept, in satisfaction thereof, less than the amount of such judgment:
& provided, That the power conferred by this section shall not extend to any case of

. fine, penalty, forfeiture, disability, alleged liability, or claim which shall be incurred,
acerue, or arise subsequent to the pussage of this aet, or to any judgment obtained

»after the passage thereof.—Sec. 3, Ael of March 3, 1851.

CHAPTER XVIIIL.

{4€CTS BEARING ON THE POST OFFICE IN COMMON WITH THE

1 OTHER EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS.
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Sec. 200. And be it further enacted, That, on the said first Monday in December, in
. the year one thousand eight hundred, the seat of the Government of the United States
sball by virtue of this act, be transferred to the District and place aforesaid, (Distriet
,of Columbia, Washington city.) And all offices attached to the said seat of Govern-
,,menr. shall accordingly be removed thereto by their respective holders, and shall, after
the said day, cease to be exercised elsewhere; and that the necessary expense of such
removal shall be defrayed out of the duties on imports and tonnage—of which a
‘sufficient sum is hereby appropriated.~—JAct of July 16, 1790.
i Skc. 201. And be it further enacted, That where any revenue officer, or other person,

y . hereafter becoming indebted to the United States, by bond or otherwise, shall become

imso]vent, or where the estate of any deceased debtor, in the bands of executors or
.administrators, shall be insufficient to pay all the debts due from the deceased, the
debt due to the United States shall be first satisfied; and the priority* hereby estab-
lished shall be deemed to extend, as well as to cases in which a debtor not having
;Bufficient property to pay-all of his debts, shall make a voluntary assignment thereof,
or in which the estate and effects of an absconding, concealed, or absent debtor shall
.be attached by process of law, as to cases in which an rct of legal bankruptey shall
be committed.—See. 5, et of March 3, 1797.
Sec. 202, JAnd be it further enacted, That from and after the passage of this act,
;no member of Congress shall, directly or indirectly, himself, or by any other person

| whatsoever in trust for him, or for his use or benefit, or on his account, undertalke,

eXecute, hold, or enjoy, in the whale or in part, any contract or agreement, hereafter
to be made or entered into with any officer of the United States, in their behalf, or
With any person authorized to make contracts on the part of the United States; and if
a0y member of Congress shall, directly or indirectly, himself, or by any other person
whatsoever in trust for him, ot for his use or benefit, or on his account, enter into,
accept of, agree for, undertake, or execute, any such contract or agreement, in the
Whole or in part, cvery member so offending shall, for every such offense, upon con-

* Jee 193 for subsequent statute on this head,
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viction thereof before any court of the United States, or of the Territories thereof,
having cognizance of such offense, be adjudged guilty of a high misdemeanor, angd
shall be fined three thousand dollars; and every such contract or agreement as afore.-
said shall, moreover, be absolutely void and of no effect: Provided, nevertheless, That
in all cases where any sum or sums of money shall have been advanced on the parg
of the United States, in consideration of any such contract or agreement, the same
shall be forthwith repaid; and in case of refusal or delay to repay the same, when
demanded by the proper officer of the Department, under whose authority such con.
tract or agreement shall have been made or entered into, every person so refusing or
delaying, together with his surety or sureties, shall be forthwith prosecuted at law
for the recovery of any such sum or sums of money advanced as aforesaid.—Sec. 1,
Act of April 21, 1808.

Sec. 203. Jnd be it further enacted, That nothing herein contained shall extend, or
be construed to extend, to any contract or agreement, made, or entered into, or
accepted by any incorporated company, where such contract or agreement shall be
made for the general benefit of such incorporation or company; nor to the purchase or
sale of bills of exchange, or other property, by any member of Congress, where the
same shall be ready for delivery, and for which payment shall be made at the time of
making or entering into the contract or agreement.—Sec. 2, Act of April 21, 1808.

Sec. 204. Jnd be it further enacted, That in every such contract or agreement to be
made, or entered into, or accepted, as aforesaid, there shall be inserted an express
condition that no member of Congressshall be admitted to any share or part of such con-
tract or agreement, or to any benefit to arise thereupon.—Sec. 3, Act of April 21, 1808,

Sec. 205. Jnd be it further enacted, That if any officer of the United States, on
behalf of the United States, shall, directly or indirectly, make or enter into any con-
tract, bargain, or agreement, in wriling or otherwise, other than such as are herein
excepted, with any member of Congress, such officer so offending, on conviction
thereof before any court having jurisdiction thereof, shall be deemed and taken to be
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and be fined in a sum of three thousand dollars.—Sec.
4, Act of April 21, 1808.

Sec. 206. JAnd be it further enacted, That from and after the passing of this Aect, it
shall be the duty of the Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of War, Secretary of the
Navy, and the Postmaster General annually, to lay before Congress a statement of all
the contracts which have been made in their respective Departments, during the year
preceding such report, exhibiting in such statement the name of the contractor, the
article or thing contracted for, the place where the article was to be delivered or the
thing perfotmed, the sum to be paid for its performance or delivery, the date and
duration of the contract.—8ec. 5, et of April 21, 1808.

Sec. 207. Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any person or persons
to whom letters testamentary, or of administration, have been or may hercafter be
granted by the proper authority in any of the United States or the Territories thereof,
to maintain any suit or action, and to prosecute and recovery any claim in the District
of Columbia, in the same manner as if the letters testamentary or of administration
had been granted to such person or persons by the proper authority in the said Dis-
trict; and the letters testamentary or of administration, or a copy thereof, certified
under the seal of the authority granting the same, shall be sufficient evidence to prove
the granting thereof, and that the person or persons, as the case may be, hath or have
administration.—Sec. 11, Jet of June 24, 1812.

Sec. 208. Be it further enacted, That no money hereafter appropriated shall be paid
to any person, for his compensation, who is in arrears to the United States, until such
person shall have accounted for, and paid into the Treasury, all sums for which he
may be liable: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall he construed to extend
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| ¢o balances arising solely frem the depreciation of Treasury notes received by such
' person, to be expended in the public service; but in all cases where the pay or salary
of any person is withheld, in pursuance of this act, it shall be the duty of the
accounting officers, if demanded by the party, hisagent or attorney, to report forthwith
to the agent of the Treasury Department the balance due; and it shall be the duty of
. the said agent, within sixty days thereafter, to order suit to be commenced against
. guch delinquent and his sureties.—8ec. 1, Act of January 25, 1828.
-+ 8ec. 209. Aad be it further enacted, That no officer in any branch of the public
| gervice, or any other person whose salaries., or whose pay or emoluments is or are
| fixed by law and regulations, shall receive any extra allowance or compensation, in
any form whatever, for the disbursement of public money, or the performance of any
| other services, unless the said extra allowance or compensation be authorized by law.
. ——Sec. 3, Jct of March 3, 1839.
. Sec. 210. Jind be it further enacted, That it shall be the dutics of the Sceretaries of
. State, of the Treasury, War, and Navy, of the Commissioners of the Navy, of the
. Postmaster General, of the Sccretary of the Senate, and of the Clerk of the [Touse of
- Representatives, to report to Congress, at the beginning of each year, the names of
| the clerks and other persons that have been employed, respectively, (luring: the pre-
. ceding year, or any part thereof, in their respective Departments and offices, together
| with the time that cach clerk or other person was actually employed, and the sums
pmd to each; and also whether they have been usefully employed; whether the
Cgervices of any of them can be dispensed with without detriment to the public service;
‘and whether the removal of any individuals, and the appointment of others in their
Ustead, is required for the better dispatch of business; and no greater allowance shall
" bemade to any such clerls, or other person, than is or may be authorized by law,
' except to watchmen and messengers, for any labor or services required of them beyond
| the particular duties of their respective stations, rendered at such times as does not
interfere with the performance of their regular duties.—See. 11, Jet of JTugust 26, 1842.
v 'Skc. 211. Jnd be it further enacted, That no allowance or compensation shall be
- made to any clerk, or other officer, by reason of the discharge of duties which belong
t0 any other clerk or officer in the same or any other Department; and no allowance
| or compensation shall be made for any cXtra serviees whatever which any clerk or
' other officer may be required to perform.—Sec. 12, Jct of ugust 26, 1842.
+8ec. 212. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of cach chief or
| principal clerk in the respective Departments, burenus, and other offices, to supervise,
“under the direction of his immediately superior officer, the duties of the other clerks
therein, and to sce that their duties are faithfully executed, and that such duties are
' distributed with equality and uniformity, according to the nature of the case. And
such distribution shall be revised from time to time, by the said chief or principal
- clerk, for the purpose of correcting any tendency to undue accumulation or reduction
¢ of duties, whether arising from individual negligence or incapacity, or from increase
' ot diminution of particular kinds of business; and such chief or principal clerle shall
- Teport monthly to his superior officer any exisling defect that he may be aware of in
. the arrangement or dispatch of business; and such defect shall be amended by new
arrangements of duties, dismissal of negligent or incompetent officers, or otherwise.—
Sec. 13, Aot of August 26, 1842,
Sec. 213, And be if further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the several heads of
¢ Departments, in communicating estimates of expenditures smﬂ épproprmtlons to
ngress, and to any of the committens thereof, to specify ' as’ nearly as may be
. Convenient, the sources from which such estimates are derived and’ the calculations
Upon whtch they are founded; and, in so doing, to discriminate between such esti-

| Wates as are conjectural in their characterand such as are framed upon actual inform-
: 8
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ation and application from disbursing officers; and in communicating the several
esumates reference shall be given to the laws and treaties by which they are author-
ized, the dates thereof, and the volume, page, and seotion, in which the necessary
provisions are contained.—See. 14, Act of August 26,1842,

Sec. 214, JAnd be it further enacted, That no extra clerk shall be employed in any
Pepartment, bureau, or office, at the seat of Government, except during the session
of Congress, or when indispensably necessary to enable such Department, bureau, or
office, to answer some call made by either House of Congress at one session, to be
answered at another; and not then, except by order of the head of the Depariment
in which, or in some burcau or office of which such extra clerk shall be employed;
and no guch extra clerk, for copying, shall receive more than three dollars per day, or
for any other service more than four dollars per day, for the time actually and neces-
sarily employed.—Sec. 15, et of August 26, 1842.

Sec. 215. JAnd be it further enacted, That no messenger, assistant messenger, laborer,
or other person, shall be employed in any Department, bureau, or office, at the seat
of Government, or paid out of the contingent fund appropriated to such Department,
bureau, or office, unless such employment shall be authorized by law, or shall become
necessary to carry into effect some abject for which appropriations may be specifically
made; and not exceeding one hundred dolldrs per annum shall be applied by each
Department (except the Department of State) for the purchase of newspapers for
such Department, and all the bureaus and offices connected therewith; and such
papers shall be preserved as files for said Department.—Sec. 16, Jct of August 26,
1842.

" Sgc. 216. And be it further enacted, That all stationery, of every rame and nature,
for the use of the two Houses of Congress, and all stationery and job printing, of
every name and nature, for the use of the several Departments of the Government,
and for the bureaus and offices of those Departments at Washington, including all
stationery, blanks, wrapping paper, and twine, and mail bags, furnished the post
offices and collectors’ offices throughout the United States, shall hereafter be furnished
and performed by contract, by the lowest bidder, as follows: the Sceretary of the
Senate, the Clerk of the House of Representatives, the head of each Department, and
such deputy postmasters in the Post Office establishment, and such collectors in the
custom-house establishment, as the Postmaster General and the Secretary of the
Treasury -shall respectively designate for that purpose, shall respectively advertise,
once a,weel, for at least four weeks, in one or more of the principal papers published
in the places where such articles are to be furnished, or such printing done, for sealed
proposals for farnishing such articles, or the whole of any particular class of articles,
or for doing such printing, or the whole of any specified job thereof, to be dene at such
place, specifying in such advemsement the amount, quantity, and description of each
kind of articles to be furnished, and, as near as may be, the nature, amount, and kind
of printing to be done; and all sach proposals shull be kept sealed until the day specificd
in such advertisement for opening the same, when they shall be opened, by or under
the direction of the officer making such advertisement, in the presence of at least two
persons; and the person offering to furnish any class of such articles, or to perform
any specified portion or job of said work, and giving satisfactory security for the
performance thereof, under a forfeiture not exceeding twice the contract price in casé
of failure, shall receive a contract for doing the same; and in case the lowest bidder
shall fail 1o enter into such contract, and give such security within a reasonable timeés
to be fixed in such advertisement, then the contract shall be given to the next lowest
bidder, who shall enter into such contract and give security. And in case of a failuré
to supply the articles or to perform the worlk, by the person entering into such contracty
he and his sureties shull be liable for the forfeiture specified in such contract, 88
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liquidated damages, to be sued for in the name of the United States, in any court
having jurisdiction thereof.—Sec. 17, et of August 26, 1842,

Sec. 217. And be it further enacted, That all such bids or proposals shall be returned
by the persorn authorized, as aforesaid, to receive the same, to the Fatecutive Depart-
ment from which such authority is derived, and shall be preserved in said Department,
subject to such examination as Congress may at any time order and direct.—Sce. 18,
Act of August 26, 1842,

Sec. 218. And be it further enacted, That no part of the contingent fund appropriated
to any Department, bureau, or office, shall be applied to the purchase of books, peri-
odicals, pictures, or engravings, or other thing, except such books, periodicals, and
.maps,or other thing, as the head of such Department shall deem necessary and proper
to carry on the business of sueh Department, and shall, by written order, divect to be
procured for that purpose.—Sec, 19, Jct of August 26, 1842,

SEc. 219. vnd e it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of the
Senate, at the commencement of every regular session of Congress, to report to the
Senate, and of the Clerk of the House of Representatives to report to the House, and
of the head of each Department to report to Congress a detailed statement of the
manner in which the contingent fund for each House, and of their respective Depart-
. «ments, and for the bureaus and offices therein, has been expended, giving the names
‘of every person to whom any portion thereof has been paid; and if for anything fur-
‘nished, the quantity and price; and if for any services rendered, the nature of such
 ‘service, and the time employed, and the particular occasion or cause, in brief, that
- rendered such service necessary; and the amount of all former appropriations in such

‘ease on hand, either in the Treasury or in the hands of any disbursing officer or agent.
tAnd they shall require of the disbursing officers, acting under their direction or
-authority, the return of precise and analytical statements and receipts for all the
- moneys which may have been, from time to time, during the next preceding year,
‘expended by them; and the results of such returns, and the sums total shall be com-
- ‘municated annually to Congress, by the said officers, respectively.—Sec. 20, Act of
‘August 26, 1842.

' Bgec. 220. JAndbe it further enacted, That in all cases where proposals for any contract
‘or contracts to be made by any of the Executive Departments or bureaus, and in all
&‘eases where notices of any description issuing from the same, are now required by

g

r—

law to be advertised, the same shall be advertised by publication, in the two news-
‘papers in the city of Washington having the largest permanent subscription, and at
ithe discretion of the Executive, in any third paper that may be published in said city.®
' Provided, That the charges for such publications shall not be higher than such as are
. paid by individuals for advertising in said papers: JAnd provided also, That the same
. publication shall be made in each of said papers equally as to frequency.—See. 12, Aet
| of March 3, 1845,
0 8ec. 991. JAnd be it Surther enacted, That the Treasurer of the United States, the
‘ Treasurer of the Mint of the United States, the treasurers, and those acting as such,
of the various branch Mints, all collectors of the customs, all surveyors of the cus-
‘ tomsg acting also as collectors, all assistant treasurers,all receivers of public moneys
at the several land offices, all postmasters, and all public officers of whatsoever char-
. acter, be, and they are hereby, required to keep safely, without loaning, using, deposit-
ing in banks, or exchanging for other funds than as allowed by this act, all the public
money collected by them or otherwise at any time placed in their possession and
. custody, till the same is ordered, by the proper Department or officer of the Govern-

The twelfth Section of civil and diplomatic appropriation bill of June 12, 18:»8, repeals direction to
Pablish notices of mail lettings in Washington city papers. See No. 234 below.
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ment, to be transferred or paid out; and when such orders for transfer or payment are
received, faithfully and promptly to make the same as directed, and to do and perform
all other duties as fiscal agents of the Government which may be imposed by this or
any other acts of Congress, or by any regulation of the Treasury Department, made
in conformity to law; and also to do and perform all acts and duties required by law
or by direction of any of the Executive Departments of the Government, as agents
for paying pensions or for making any other disbursements which either of the heads
of those Departments may be required by law fo make, and which are of a character
to be made by the depositaries hereby constituted, consistently with the other official
duties imposed upen them.—Sec. 6, Ject of August 6, 1846.

Sgc. 999, JAnd be it further enacled, 'Thatall collectorsand receivers of public money,
of every character and description, within the Districs of Columbia, shall, as fre-
quently us they may be directed by the Secretary of the Treasury or the Postmaster
General 8o to do, pay over to the Treasucer of the United States at the Treasury, all
public moneys collected by them or in their hands; that all such collectors and receiv-
ers of public moneys within the cities of Philadelphia and New Orleans shall, upon
the same direction, pay over to the treasurers of the mints in their respective cities,
at the said mints, all public moneys collected by them or in their hands; and that all
such collectors and receivers of public moneys within the cities of New York, Boston,
Charleston, and St. Louis, shall, upon the same direction, pay over to the assistant
treasurers in their respective cities, at their offices respectively, all the public moneys
collected by them or in their hands, to be safcly kept by the said respective deposit-
aries until otherwise disposed of according to law; and it shall be the duty of the said
Secretary and Postmaster General respectively to direct such payments by the said
collectors and receivers at all the said places, at least as often as once in each week,
and as much more frequently, in &ll cases, as they in their discretion may think proper.
—>Sec. 9, JAct of August 6, 1846.

Sec. 223, JAndbe it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the Secretary of the
Treasury to transfer the moneys in the hands of any depositary hereby constituted to
the Treasury of the United States, to be there safely kept to the credit of the Treasurer
of the United States, according to the provisions of this act; and also to transfer
moneys in the hands of any one depositary constituted by this act to any other depos-
itary constituted by the same, at his discretion, and as the safety of the public moneys
and the convenience of the public service shall seem to him to require; which authority
to transfer the moneys belonging to the Post Office Department is also hercby con-
ferred upon the Postmaster General, so far as its exercise by him may be consistent
with the provisions of existing laws; and every depositary constituted by this act
shall lteep his account of the money paid to or deposited with him belonging to the
Post Office Department, separate and distinct from the account kept by him of other
public moneys so paid or deposited. And for the purpose of payments on the public
account, it shall be lawful for the Treasurer of the United States to draw upon any of
the said depositaries, as he may think most conducive to the public interest or to the
convenience of the public creditors, or both, And each depositary so drawn upot
shall make returns to the Treasury and Post Office Departments of all moneys received
and paid by him, at such times and in such form as shall be directed by the Secretary
of the Treasury or the Postmaster General.—Sec. 10, Jct of August 6, 1846.

Sec. 224, And be it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury may, at his
discretion, transfer the balances remaining with any of the present depositaries to any
other of the present depositaries, as he may deem the safety of the public money oF
the public convenience may require: Provided, That nothing in this act shall be 80
construed as toauthorize the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer the balances remain-
ing with any of the present depositaries to the depositaries constituted by this act
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.before the first day of January next: Jnd provided, That for the purpose of payments
on public account, out of balances remaining with the pregent depositaries, it shall be
Alawful for the Treasurer of the United States to draw upon any of the said depositaries

* as he may think most conducive to the public interests, or to the convenience of the

publie creditors, or both.—Sec. 14, Act of August 6, 1846.
. SEc. 225. And be it further enacted, That all marshals, district attorneys, and others
ihavmg public money to pay to the United States, and all patentees wishing to make

'paymenls for patents to be issued, may pay all such moneys to the Treasurer of the

”* United States, to the treasurer of either of the Mints in Philadelphia or New Orleans,

: or to cither of the other assistant treasurers, or to such other depositary donstituted

f iby this act as shall be designated by the Secretary of the Treasury in other parts of

| ‘the United States to receive such payments, and give receipts or certificates of deposit

. therefor.—Sec. 15, et of August 1846.

" Skc. 226. nd be it further enacted, That all officers end other persons charged by
‘this act, or any other act, with the safe-lieeping, transfer, and disbursement of the
|(public moneys, other than those connected with the Post Office Department, are
hereby required to keep an aceurate entry of each sum received, and of each payment

e or transfer; and that if any one of the said officers, or of those connected with the

; Post Office Department, shall convert to his own use, in any way whatever, or shall

| use by way of investment in any kind of property or merchandise, or shall loan, with

i- ‘or without interest, or shall deposit in any bank, or shall exchange for other funds,

| ‘except ns allowed by this act, any portion of the public moneys intrusted to him for

'\ ‘mafe-keeping, disbursement, transfer, or for any other purpose, every such act shall

© ke deemed and adjudged to be an embezzlement of so much of the said moneys as

shall be thus taken, converted, invested, used, loaned, deposited, or exchanged, which

" is hereby declared to be a felony; dnd any failure to pay over or to produce the public

. ‘moneys intrustéd to such person shall be held and taken to be prima facie evidence of

«‘siuch embezzlement; and if any officer charged with the disbursements of public moneys

[ shall accept or receive, or transmit to the Treasury Department to be allowed in his
favor, any receipt or voucher from a creditor of the United States, without having

paid to such creditor, in such funds as the said officer may have received for disbyrse-

_ ment, or such other funds as he may be authorized by this act to take in exchange,

« the full amount specified in such receipt or voucher, every such act shall be deemed

. to be a conversion by such officer to his own use of the amount specified in such

“receipt or voucher; and any officer 6r agent of the United States, and all persons

_' advising or participating in such act, being convicted thereof before any court of the

| United States of competent jurisdiction, shall be sentenced to imprisonment for a'term

{* 'of not less than six months nor more than ten years, and to a fine equal to the amount

| of the money embezzled. And upon the trial of any indictment against any person

« for embezzling public money under the provisions of this act, it shall be sufficient

| evidence, for the purpose of showing a balance against such person, to produce a

* transcript from the books and proceedings of the Treasury, as required in civil cases,
under the provisions of the act entitled “ An act to provide more effectually for the

* settlement of accounts between the United States and receivers of public money,”

I approved March third, one thousand seven hundred and ninety-seven; and the
Provisions of this act shall be so construed as to apply to all persons charged with

* the safe-keeping, transfer, or disbursement of the public money, whether such persons

* be indicted as receivers or depositaries of the same; and the refusal of such person,

* whether in or out of office, to pay any draft, order, or warrant which may be drawn
upon him by the proper officer of the Treasury Department for any public money in
hig hands belonging to the United States, no matter in what capacity the same may -

= have been received or may be held, or to transfer or disburse any such money
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promptly, upon the legal requirement of any authorized officer of the United States,
shall be deemed and mkeg, upon the trial of any indictment against such person for
embezzlement, as prima facie evidence of such embezzlement.—Sec. 16, Act of Auguse
6, 1846.

Sec. 227. JAnd be it further enacted, That on the first day of January, in the year
one thousand eight hundred and forty-seven, and .thereafter, all duties, taxes, sales of
public lands, debts, and sums of money accruing or becoming due to the Uniteq
States, and also all sums due for postages or otherwise, to the General Post Office
Department, shall be paid in gold and silver coin only, or in Treasury notes issued
under the authority of the United States: Provided, That the Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall publish, monthly, in two newspupers at the City of ‘Washington, the
amount of specie at the several places of deposit, the amount of Treasury notes or
drafts issued, and the amount outstanding on the last day of each month.—Sec. 18,
Aet of August G, 1846.

Sec. 298, Jnd be it further enacted, That on the first day of April, one thousand eight
hundred and forty-seven, and thereafter, every officer or agent engaged in making
disbursements on account of the United States, or of the General Post Office, shall
male all payments in gold and silver eoin, or in Treasury notes, if the creditor agree
to receive said notes in payment; and any receiving or disbursing ofeer or agent who
shall neglect, evade, or violate the provisions of this and the last preceding section of
this act, shall, by the Secretary of the Treasury, be immediately reported to the
President of the United States, with the facts of such neglect, evasion, or violation;
end also to Congress, if in session, and if not in session, at the commencement of its
session next after the violation takes place.—Sec 19, Jet of August 6, 1846.

Sec. 999, Jnd be it further enacted, That no exchange of funds shall be made by
any disbursing officers or agents of the Government, of any grade or denomination
whatsoever, or connected with any branch of the public service, other than an exchange
for gold and silver; and every such disbursing officer, when the means for his disburse-
ments are furnished to him in gold and silver, shall make his payments in the money
so furnished; or when those means are furnished to him in drafts, shall cause those
drafts to be presented at their place of. payment, and properly paid according to the
law, and shall malce his payments in the money so received for the drafts furnished,
unless, in cither case, he can exchange the means in his hands for gold and silver at
par. And it shall be, and is hereby, made the duty of the head of the proper Depart-
ment immediately to suspend from duty any disbursing officer who shall violate the
provisions of this section, and forthwith to report the name of the officer or agent to
the President, with the fact of the violation, and all the circumstances accompanying
the same, and within the knowledge of the said Secretary, to the end that such officer
or agent may be promptly removed from office, or restored to his trust and the per-
formance of his duties, as to the President may seem just and proper: Provided, how-
ever, That those disbursing officers having at present credits in the banks shall, until
the first day of January next, be allowed to check on the same, allowing the public
creditors to receive their pay from the banks either in specie or bank notes.—See. 20,
Aot of August 6, 1846.

Skc. 230. Jnd be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Secrctary of
the Treasury to issue and publish regulations to enforce the speedy presentation of
all Government drafts for payment at the place where payable, and to prescribe the
time, according to the different distances of the depositaries from the seat of Govern-
ment, within which all drafts upon them, respectively, shall be presented for payment:
and, in default of such presentation, to direct any other mode and place of payment
which he may deem proper; but in all these regulations and directions, it shall be the
duty of the Secretary of the Treasury to guard, as far as may be, against those drafts
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| peing used or thrown into circulation as a paper currency or medium of exchange.
And no officer of the United States shall, either directly or indircetly, sell or dispose
{0 any persons or corporation whatsoever, for a premium, any Treasury note, draft,
| warrant, or other public security, not his private property, or sell or dispose of the
avails or proceeds of such note draft, warrant, or security in his hands for disburse-
ment, without making return “of such premium, and accounting therefor by charging
| the same in his accounts to the credit of the United States; and any officer vmlatmg
this section shall be forthwith dismissed from office.—Sec. 21, et of August 6, 1846.
Sec. 231. And be if further enacted, That all acts or parts of acts which come in
| ¢onflict with the provisions of this act be, and the same are hereby, repealed.—Sec.
| 94, At of August 6, 1846.
Sec. 232. JAnd be it further enacted, That all books, papers, documents, and records
in the War, Navy, Treasury, and Post Office Departments, and the Attorney Gen-
. eral’s office, may be copied and certified under seal in the same manner as those in
the State Department may now by law be, and with the same force and effect; and
' the said Attorney General shall cause a seal to be made and provided for his office,
with such device as the President of the United States shall approve.—Sec. 3, Jct of
| February 22, 1849.
. Sec. 233. nd be it firther enaeted, That ail the ruling and binding for the several
. Execulive Departments shall be exccuted by practical and eompetent bookbinders to
. be appointed by the head of the Department.—Sec. 14, Civil and Diplomatic appropri-
. gtion bill of Juna 12, 1858.
. SEec. 234. And be it further enacted, That so much of all acts and parts of acts as
. require or authorize the Postmaster General to publish notice of letting contracts to
' earry mails in the respective States in newspapers published in the city of Wash-
ington, in the District of Columbia, be, and the same is hereby, repealed.—Sec. 12,
Civil and Diplomalic appropriation bill of June 12, 1858.

|
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REGULATIONS.

CHAPTER |I.

OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR OF THE TREASURY FOR THE POST
OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

8ection 1. To this office, which is not a bureau of the Post Office Department, but
#noffice of the Treasury Department, established for the adjustment and preservation
of the accounts of the former—are assigned the duties of examining the returns of
postmasters, and of notifying them of errors found therein; of adjusting their general
‘atcounts; of designating the post offices from which contractors shall make collec-
‘tions, and of furnishing them the blank orders and receipts necessary for that purpese;
‘of transmitting to postmasters at the ends of routes forms for certifying the perform-
‘ance of mail service, and upon receipt of said certificates, together with the acknowl-
‘tlgments of collections, and of certificates from the Inspection Office of the perform-
‘ance of service, of adjusting their quarterly compensation, and of transmitting to
them the drafis issued in payment of the balances found due; of adjusting the
‘accounts for all blanks furnished to post offices, for advertising, mail bags, mail locks
and keys, stamps, special agents, and all other demands properly arising under the
laws, contracts, regulations or orders of the Department; of closing the accounts of
the Department quarterly, and of reporting the amounts paid by postmasters pursuant
1o appropriations made by law, and of registering, charging, and countersigning all
warrants upon the Treasury for receipts and payments when warranted by law, as
well as all drafts issued in payment or collection of debts. ’
' 8ec. 2. To the Auditor are also assigned the duties of reporting all delinquences on
the part of postmasters in paying over the moneys in their hands; of directing suits,
andsuperintending all proceedings at law or in equity proper for enforcing the prompt
collection of all balances due the Department, including penalties imposed on post-
masters for failing to make returns, or to pay over the proceeds of their offices.

8£c. 3. To this office should be transmitted all accounts, (other than postmasters’
quarterly returns,) all letters and vouchers relating to accounts or items in such
returns, and the receipts of postmasters for public property turned over to them by
their predecessors; all acknowledgments of drafts issued in payment of balances; all
tertificates of service, receipts of contractors for, and their acknowledgments of the
collections from postmasters; all letters admitting or contesting balances due on the
general accounts of postmasters or contractors; all receipts for drafts issued in collect-
ing such balances; and all letters returning such drafts, or reporting the non-payment
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thereof; all returns of district attorneys and marshals of their proceedings in post
ofiice cases; all receipts for deposits of money collected in such cases; all letters
making propositions of settlement; and all letters seeking directions, or giving informa-
tion preparatory to trial, or relating to the service of executions or sale of property,
&c., in any such cases. '

Sec. 4. Office of the Treasurer of the United Slates for the service of the Post Office
Department.—The revenues of the Post Office Department and all debts due to the
same, are, when collected, payable under the direction of the Postmaster General, into
the Treasury of the United States.

Such payments are made by depositing with the Treasurer of the United States at
‘Washington; the treasurer of the Mint at Philadelphia; the treasurer of the branch
mint at New Orleans; the assistant treasurers at Boston, New York, Charleston, South
Carolina, and St. Louis, Missouri, or with certain postmasters that have been desig-
nated as depositaries.

Sec. 5. For every deposit made with any of the said officers, duplicate certificates
(reciting that it is for the service of the Post Office Department) must be taken, and
one of the said duplicates forthwith transmitted to the Third Assistant Postmaster
General,

CHAPTER II.
APPOINTMENT OF POSTMASTERS.

Sec. 6. At all post offices where the compensation of the postmaster exceeded
one thousand dollars for the fiscal year ending June thirty, eighteen hundred and
thirty-five, or for any subsequent fiscal year, a deputy postmaster is to be appointed
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, and can be
removed by the President only. At all other offices the Postmaster General has the
sole power of appointment and removal.

Sec. 7. Upon the appointment of a postmaster, he is furnished with a letter of
appointment and a blank bond. Upon executing the bond, as required, taking the
cath of office, inclosing them in a letter directed to the Appointment Office, depositing
such letter in the post office, and receiving his commission from the Department, and
not before, he is authorized to tale charge of the office.

Sec. 8. No person can be appointed postmaster who cannot legally execute an
official bond.

Sec. 9. No person can hold the office of postmaster who is not an actual resident
of the city or town wherein the post office is situated or within the delivery of the
office.

S8ec. 10. The office of postmaster is one of much trust and responsibility, and the
appointment proceeds from a confidence reposed in him personally by the appointing
power. For this reason he cannot be permitted to transfer the charge of his office,
and the performance of its duties to another; thus creating a sinecure, and virtually
substituting in his stead as postmaster a person unknown to the Department.

Sec. 11. The duties of his office must be performed only by himself, personally, or
by a sworn assistant or assistants, whom he may employ to aid him, when necessary;
for the care and attention of every one of whom he will be responsible to the Depart-
ment.

Sec. 12. Every postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerle in a post office, also every
letter carrier, before he is permitted to have any agency in the business of the office,
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must take and subscribe the following oaths, which mustbe certified by a magistrate,
and forwarded to the Appointment Office:

“],——— ————, do swear [or affirm, as the case may be] that I will faith-
fully perform all the duties required of me, and abstain from everything forbidden by
the laws in relation to the establishment of the post office and post roads within the
United States.”” .

“I do solemnly swear [or affirm, as the case may be] that I will support the Con-
stitution of the United States.”

Sec. 13. These oaths should be certified by the magistrate who administers them.

Sec. 14. The person appointed postmaster will then execute the bond forwarded to
him by the Department. It must be signed in the presence of suitable witnesses, by
himself and at least two sureties, the sufficiency of each of whom, for the payment of
the sum inserted in the bond, must be shown by the certificate of the magistrate who
administers the oath.

Sec. 15. The oath and bond are then to be placed in the mail, and transmitted to
the Appointment Office, and when received a commission will be issued.

Sec. 16. In case of the death, removal from the Stute,'insolvency, or any other
disability of one or both of the sureties, the postmaster will report the fact to the
Department, in order that a new bond may be executed.

Sec. 17. Itis forbidden that any person be employed as assistant or clerk in any
post office, oras mail carrier, who shall be at the time when he subscribes the required
oath of office, less than sixteen years old.

CHAPTER I11,
CHARGE OF THE OFFICE, AND MISCELLANEOQUS.

Sec. 18. On taking charge of a post office, the postmaster will make in duplicate
four several inventories of the public property belonging to it as follows:

1. Of all laws, regulations, lists of post offices, circulars, orders, &c.;

2. Of all locks, keys, and mail bags;

3. Of all letters, packets, newspapers, pamphlets, and other mail matter, stating the
smount of unpaid postages thereon; and

4. Of all desks, cases, and other furniture, or fixtures, books, maps, blanks, and
stationery allowed or furnished by the Department.

Sec. 19. He will deliver one of each of these duplicates, with his receipt thereon, to
hispredecessor. The other he will transmit—No. 1 to the Appointment Office, No. 2
to the Inspection Office, and Nos. 3 and 4 to the Auditor’s Office.

Sec. 20. Precaution should be taken by the postmaster in all cases to appoint an
assistant, to prevent the office from being left without a duly qualified person to per-
form its duties, in case of the necessary absence, the sickness, resignation, or death
of the postmaster.

Sec. 21. The postmaster will see that the oaths of the clerks and letter carriers
attached to his office be forwarded for file to the Appointment Office, before they enter
upon their duties, The agents of the Department will promptly report all instances
of non-compliance with this regulation to the Appointment or Inspection Office, as the
case may be.

Sec. 22, A postmaster will suffer no person whatever, cxcept his duly sworn assist-
ants, or clerks and letter carriers, who may also have been sworn, to have access to
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the letters, newspapers, and packets in his office, or whatever constitutes a part of the
mail, or to the mail locks or keys.

SEc. 23. Mails should not be opened or made up by the postmaster or his assistant
within the reach of persons not authorized to handle them; the postmaster will there-
fore, while discharging these duties,if a room be appropriated to the use of his office,
exclude from it all persons except his assistants regularly employed and sworn.

Scc. 24. For the safe-keeping of letters and packets at post offices where the busi-
ness is not so extensive as to require the appropriation of a room to that use, a cheap,
plain deslk, or case, is to be provided at the expense of the Department, with a good
lock and key. But neither this nor any other contingent expense will be allowed,
uunless the net proceeds of the office amount to at least five dollars per quarter.

Src. 25. No postmaster, assistant postmaster, or clerk employed in a post office,
can hold a mail contract or be concerned in carrying the mail.

Sec. 26. The postmaster will keep his office open for the dispatch of business every
day, except Sunday, during the usual hours of business in the place; and attend at
such other hours as may be necessary to receive and dispatch mails. When the mail
arrives on Sunday, he will keep his office open for one hour or more, if the public
convenience require it, after the arrival and assortment thereof, unless it be during the
time of public worship; in which case he will keep the office open for one hour or
more, if necessary, after the religious services have ceased.

Skec. 27. Posumasters, assistants, and clerks, regularly employed in post offices, are
exempt from militia duty,and from serving on juries, but not from working on roads,
nor from obeying a summons to appear in court as witnesses, or to testify before a
grand jury.

Sec. 28. A postmaster is responsible for the discharge, by himself, or his sworn
assistant, of all the duties of the office, until his successor shall have been appointed
and qualified—even although the term for which he may have been appointed has
expired.

Sec. 29. Whether the appointment be from the President or the Postmaster Gen-
eral, in the event of death, the responsibility of the sureties will continue, for the
fidelity of the person left in charge of the office, until a successor is appointed and
qualified.

Sec. 30. And it may be lawful for the sureties, or any one of them, to perform the
duties of postmaster, by themselves vr agent, until their successor be appointed, The
person performing such duties should, before entering on the discharge of them, take
the usual oath. Justices of the peace, unless excluded by their own State laws, may
serve also as postmasters.

Skc. 31. All instructions, circulars, and orders received by a postmaster, from any
branch or officer of the Department, are to be filed in the office, and turned over to
his successor. In like manner he will turn over to his successor, or, in the event of
the discontinuance of the office, deliver to the nearest postmaster, as public property,
2ll desks, cases, and other furniture and fixtures, and all books, mays, blanks, sta-
tionery, and other articles, which have either been furnished to him as postmaster, or
have been charged and ailowed at any time, whether as contingent expenses in the
quarterly account, or as items in the commission, emolument, or other account, and
which may remain on hand when the vacancy or discontinuance occurs.

Sec. 32, If, from any cause, a post oflice ceases to receive and deliver mails, the
nearest postmaster on the same route will report the fact to the Department, and open
the mails addressed to such office, deliver the letters and papers to the persons entitled
to them, and account for the postages in the returns of his own office.

Sec. 33. When the Postmaster General shali change the name of an existing post
ofiice, the order will not take cffect until the postmaster shall have excecuted new
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bonds and returned them to the Appointment Office. "When the bond shall have been
thus executed and returned, the name designated by the Postmaster General will be
used from and after the first day of the next succeeding quarter. But no postmaster
can change the name of his office without the order of the Department, and he is
expected to be particular in seeing none other substituted. He must not remove the
site of the office from the usual post road, or make any material change in such site
without the consent of the Department.

Sec. 34. Every postmaster, in addressing the Department, should be careful to write
the name of his office, county, and State, at the head of his letter, and to avoid
wriling upon smore than one subject in the same letter. He should then post-mark his
letter with the name of his office and State, as well as date of mailing, and address it
to the proper bureauw.

Sec. 35. Copies of papers on file in the Department cannot be furnished to appli-
cants unless on certificate of counsel that the same are required in a suit commenced,
and actually pending, in a court of record.

CHAPTER 1V,

MAKING UP AND POST-BILLING THE MAILS.

8ec. 36. The mails were established for the transmission of intelligence; the articles,
therefore, proper to be sent in them are letters, newspapers, pamphlets, and other
printed matter, including parcels and bound books not weighing over four pounds.

S8ec. 37. Packets of every description, weighing more than four pounds are to be -
excluded, except public documents, printed by order of either House of Congress, or
“such publications or books as have been or may be published, procured, or purchased,
by order of either House of Congress, or joint resolution of the two Houses, and

legally franked. ‘

Sec. 38. Letters received to be sent by mail, should be carefully marked with the

- name of the post office at which they are received, and the abbreviated name of the
State or Territory, the day of the month on which they are forwarded in the mail,
and the rate of postage chargeable on them; or if they be free, with the word Free.
The name, date, and Free, may be either written or stamped.

Sec. 39. At offices where there is much business, the work of rating and marking
should be performed as fast as the letters are received, and not left until the time of
closing the mail, when in the hurry of business many errors might be committed.

_ 8kc. 40. Letters must bear post-mark, and post-bills must bear the date on which the

mail containing them is actually sent off, although they may have been made up on

aprevious day. The post-bills, as to year, month, and day of the month, should be
. fully and plainly written. '

Sec. 41. Postmasters will carefully assort the letters deposited in their offices for
| mailing, and will mail them as follows, to wit:

Every postmaster will mail and post-bill direct to the place addressed, Ist, all letters
| for his own State or Territory; 2d, all letters for post offices in other States and Ter-
| ritories, which should not pass through a distributing office on their proper route to

the office of delivery; and 3d, all letters on which the instruction ¢ mail direct’® shall
| be written.

Letters not required by the foregoing provisions to be mailed divect shall be post-billed
and mailed to the distributing office through which they should first pass on the proper
route to the place of their destination—unless the mailing office be a distributing office.
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- All letters received at a distributing office for distribution, or deposited therein for
mailing, and which are addressed to any other distributing office, or to places within
the State or Territory where such distributing office is situated, or to places not more
than one hundred miles distant from such distributing office, or which would not pass
through a distributing office on the proper route to the office of delivery, shall be mailed
direct; but if the office of delivery is more than one hundred miles from such distrib-
uting office, and the letters should properly pass through one or more distributing
offices, they shall be mailed and post-billed to the last distributing office through which
they are to pass on their route to the office of delivery. (Instructions as to the mailing
of letters of which special accounts are required will be addressed to, and affect only,
the distributing offices.)

Sec. 42. Each package containing letters mailed and post-billed direct should be
plainly directed on the outside with the name of the office to which it is to be sent,
and of the county and State in which such office is situated.

Sec. 43. Packages containing letters for distribution should be plainly directed in
the same manner, with the addition of the' letters ¢ D. P. 0.” (for distributing post
office) after the name of the office. '

Sec. 44. The number of letters and amount of postage are to be entered under the
proper heads in the post-bill, to be sent with them, The names of the offices from
and to which they are sent should appear in their proper places at the top of the bill,
which must be plainly dated and signed by the postmaster.

Sec. 45. Every postmaster, special agent, or other officer of the Department, will
report to the Postmaster General each case which may come to his lknowledge in-
which any postmaster shall have so mailed letters as to subject them to more distri-
butions than are authorized by the foregoing instructions.

Sce. 46. The post-bill being completed, its contents are to be entered in the Jecount
of mails sent, stating the name of the office and State to which the mail is sent, (and if
sent to a distributing office for distribution, the letters D. P. O. must be added after
the name of the office.) Letters for distribution, and letters for delivery, should be
made up in separate pacleets, and each be accompanied by a post-bill. Postmasters
will be careful to state, (from each post-bill entered,} in a separate column in the
transcripts, the eggregate number of such letters; and to foot the eolumn.

Sec. 47. The letters are to be made up into bundles, and the post-bill with them,
wrapped in paper of proper strength, and tied with twine. If there are more letters
for one office than can be conveniently put into one bundle, they should be made up
into two or more bundles, and numbered; the post-bill being put inte the package
having the highest number, and the letters P. B. should be added to the number of the
package containing the post-bill.  'When there are more than one package included in
the same post-hill, the postmaster, in entering the same in his account of mails sent,
will put at the end of the name of the office to which the packages are sent the nuniber
of packages included in the entry.

Sec. 48, The mails for all the offices to which there are any letters addressed, being
in this manner complete, they are to be put into the bag or bags destined to receive
them, which must be locked and delivered to the carrier.

CHAPTER V.
RECEIVING AND DISPATCHING MAILS.

Sec. 49. A postmaster will always be in readiness, in person, or by his assistants,
to receive the mail when it arrives, and dispatch it with all possible expedition.
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Sec. 50. If no specinl order upon the subject has been made in regard to his office,
he is allowed seven minutes only to change the mail.

Sec. 51. Way offices on railroads will be supplied by the exchanging of poucheg as
the cars pass, without waiting for time to change the mail, and postmasters at such
offices should have the mails ready when the cars arrive,

Sec. 52. If the mail be carried in a stage, coach, or sulky, it will be the duty of the
driver to deliver it as near the door of the post office as he can come with his vehicle,
but not to leave his horses; and he should not be permitted to throw the mail on the
ground.

Sec. 53. The postmaster will never detain a mail beyond the time fixed for its
departure, except in pursuance of special instructions rececived from the Department,

Sec. 54. When the mail is to remain but a few minutes at his office, his mail should
be made up and ready to be put into the mail bag before the time when it usually arrives.

Sec. 55. He will stop all packets which he finds going in the wrong, and put them
in the right direction.

- Sec. 5(} In case of a failure of the mail, he will forward all the packets by the next
- trip.

Sec. 57. It is inadmissible to send letters in a convass bag without a lock, unless
they are inclosed in a locked bag.

Sec.58. Neverdeliver the mail bag to the carrier without being certain that it is locked.

Sec. 59. Letters should, in all cases, be sent by the most expeditious routes, unless
- otherwise ordered by the persons sending the same.

CHAPTER VI.

OPENING AND CLOSING OF THE MAIL.

~ 8ec. 60. Seven minutes are allowed for opening and closing the mails at all offices
- where no particular time is specified; but on railroad and steamboat routes there is to
* be no more delay than is necessary to deliver and receive the bags.

. 8ec. 61. Upon the arrival of the mail at any post office, the packets addressed to
that office, and none other, should be opened, and the postmaster will find with each
one o bill of the contents, called a post-bill. €ompare this bill with the contents,
and if they do not agree, note upon the bill the amount of the difference, and whether
- undercharged or overcharged. : :

. Sgc. 62. Every postmaster will then look over the letters thus received, to sec if the
postages be properly paid on them, and correct the rates on the letters, where he finds
mistakes, noting the amount corrected on the bill, as under or overcharged.

8ec. 63. If a postmaster finds any letters that are not for his delivery, and are
mis-sent to his office, he will put them in the proper place to be forwarded, noting on
the bill the amount forwarded, and writing on the letters the words ‘¢ mis-sent and
forwarded,”” with the date. They should be forwarded by the first mail.

Sec. 64. It is properto forward a letter when duly requested. When forwarded, no
additional postage should be charged, if the letter, contrary to its address, has been
mis-sent. If it has been sent according to its address, and then forwarded, it must be
charged with additional postage, according to distance, established by the act of March
3, 1855, which additional postage may be paid at either the forwarding office or at the
office of delivery.

Src. 65. A postmaster will not suffer any package to be opened which is not
addressed to his office, nor any addressed to his office to be opened by persons not
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duly authorized; and in no case may a postmaster open a letter arriving at his office
not addressed to himself.

Sec. 66. Upon making up the mail, it is the duty of every postmaster, when he
knows that any letter has been illegally franked, or that the frank is forged, to treat
the same as unpaid; and the postmaster at the office of delivery of any letter which he
knows has been illegally franked, or on which the frank has been forged, is directed
to charge such letter with the legal postage.

Sec. 67. In all such cases, the postmaster will immediately report to the Department
the name of the person whose frank has been so erased, and the reasons therefor, and
all the facts in regard thereto. If, upon an exhibition of any letter franked and rated
with postage, upon which postage has been charged and collected, it shall appear that
the same was a letter rightfully and legally franked by the person who wrote it, or if
written by another at the request of him who franks it, upon the business of the office
of the person franking, the postage will be refunded, and the proper entries made.

Sec. 68. Having carefully examined the post-bills, and found them right, or dis-
covered and corrected their errors, as well in casting up as in the particulars above
mentioned, every postmaster will enter their contents in the Jecount of mails received,
stating the name of the office (and State, if it is out of his own) from which each bill
came. Postmasters will be careful to state, (from each post-bill entered,) in a separate
column in the transcripts, the aggregafe number of such letters; and to foot the column,
The enumeration required by this section, and by Sce. 46, is not to embrace the free letlers.

Sec. 69. Every postmaster will enter the amount of unpaid letters, as it is charged
in the bill, whether the charge be correct or erroneous. If erroneous, it falls either
under the denomination of undercharged or overcharged, and by an entry of the sum,
under or overcharged, in the proper column, that error is balanced.

Sec. T0. All letters reccived by mail are to be entered in the Jecount of mails received,
though no post-bill accompany them, noting on the account the fact that no post-bill
was received.

Sec. 71. When a postmaster opens the mail bag, he should be careful to leave no_
packets of letters or newspapers addressed to his office in it; and, if his office be ata
connecting point of the mails, from which other mails branch, he will carefully
examine the packets in the bag, take out all such as are addressed to offices supplied
by the branching mails, and givé them their proper direction by the earliest convey-
ance. When this is neglected, it is expected that the first postmaster who discovers’
the negleet will return the mis-sent packets, and promptly report the fact to the
Department. -

Sec. 72. The great mails are to be closed at all distributing offices not more than
one Liour before the time fixed for their departure; and all other mails at those offices,
and all mails at all other offices, not more than half an hour before that time, unless
the departure is between 9 o’clock, p. m., and 5, a. m., in which case the mail isto
be closed at 9, p. m.

CHAPTER VIL.
MAILS FOR DISTRIBUTION, IN WHAT MANNER T0 BE MUADE UP,

Sec. 73. Distributing offices are established to insure certainty and regularity in the
transmission of letters and packets between remote points; and to this end, besides
the usual business of a post office, certain peculiar duties are performed therein.

Sec. 74. All letters and packets received for distribution are to be distributed and
remailed before the departure of the next mail, if practicable.

SEc. 75. All post-bills sent from distributing offices are to be filled according to the
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directions in Chapter 4, with the contents of each parcel, and addressed either to the
particular office to which the letters are destined, or to the proper distributing office
as such. ‘These post-bills are then to be dated, and entered in the Jccount of muails
sent from the distribuling gffice.

Skc. 76. A postmaster at a distributing office will not open‘and distribute a mail
which is addressed to another office.

Sec. 77. If letters be sent by any postmaster to a distributing office, when they
should have deen mailed direct to the offices to which they are addressed, the post-
master at such distributing office will request the postmaster so sending to correct his
practice; and if continued, report him, for such violation of instructions, to the
Appeintment Office.

CHAPTER VIII.

DELIVERY AND RETURN OF LETTERS.

Sec. 78. The gersons entitled to letters received by mail are those whose names are
in the address.

Sec. 79. The delivery should be either to the person addressed, or according to his
order. The order is in some cases implied, as where a person is in the habit of receiv-
ing his letters through his son, clerk, or servant, and of recognizing the delivery to
him. Letters addressed to a firm may be delivered to any member of the firm; and
if addresscd to several persons, they muy be handed to any one of them.

Sec. 80, Letters and packages addressed to fictitious persons or firms, or to no
perticular person or firm, not being deliverable according to the Regulations, are to be
returned at the end of each month to the Dead Letter Oflice. .

Sec. 81. If a letter appear to be of value, it will be safest to require a written order
for its delivery to the person calling, if he be not the person addressed.

Sec. 82. If there be two or more persons of the same name, and a letter intended
for one is delivered to another, the postmaster will reseal the letter in the presence of
the person who opened it, and request him to write upon it the words, * Opened by me
through mistake,”” and sign his name; he will then replace the letter in the office.

Sec. 83. Lettersreceived by mail regularly marked paid by the postmaster, or having
on them an adequate prepaid stamp, are to be delivered as paid, though they be entered
in the bill as unpaid. In such case the postmaster will make the proper correction on
the post-bill; inform the postmaster who mailed the letter of the mistake, and request
him to malke the necessary correction in his account of mails sent. In all cases where
similar mistakes are discovered, postmasters will report the fact to the Auditor.

Sec. 84, When a letter is delivered, and the postage paid thereon, the postage
should not be returned after the letter has been opened, except in cases where the
postmaster is satisfied it has been opened by the wrong person through mistake; in
which event the letter should be resealed, and a memorandum of the migtake made
thereon in writing. ‘

Sec. 85. Postmasters cannot deliver letters from their respective offices which may
be addressed to and deliverable from other offices. .

Sec. 86. To prevent fraud, the postmaster will be careful not to return any letter
putinto his office for transmission by mail, unless to the wrlter thereof, or some one
presenting his written order.

Skc. 87. And to enable him to know that the person applying for the return of aletter
is the writer, he may require him, or his messenger, to exhibit to him the same super-
scription and seal that are upon the letter. And if the postmaster is satisfied that the
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handwriting and seal are the same, he will return the letter, taking a receipt, and pre-
serving it wlth the paper containing the superseription, and the order, if one were sent,

Sec. 88. A letter bearing the frank of an individual may be returned to him or his
order.

Skc. 89. Postmasters receiving letters referring to business not connected with the
Depm‘tmem, but designed to promote private interest, without paymeyt of postage,
must return said letters to the parties, sending them under a new envelope charged
with letter postage. .

CHAPTER IX.

LETTER POSTAGES.

Sec. 90. The law requires postage on all letters, except those to foreign countries |
and to officers of the Government having the franking privilege, and on official busi-
ness, to be prepaid by stamps or stamped envelopes, prepayment in money being {
prohibited. : .

Sec. 91. Prepayment on drop letters is optional. {
Sec. 92.—Ruates of Leller Postages between Offices in the United Stalgs, ald to and from

Canade and the other British J.\'."urth JAmerican Provinces.

e |
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the rates mentioned in this able £ g5 | =5 | &3 -«g 2 E gc 53
shall be charged ; and for every g: | E:’l E;}; .y 2| 2 ga: |
additional ball’ ounee or fraction o 2 s | f f =g I g'u‘ |
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Rate. | Rate. | Rate. I Rate. | Rate. | Rate, | Rate. | Rate. | Rate. | Rates 3
.
Cents.| Cents. Ccnfs.!Cenis. Cents.|Cents.| Cents.) Cenis.| Cents. | Céply,
For any distance not over 3,000 .
miles.. 3 6 9 12 15 - - - . -

Forany distance over 3,600 miles..| 10 20 30 40 50 - - - - -
To and frou British N. A. 'rovin-
or any distanee not over .

.- ceveenan| 10 20 30 40 50 10 20 30 40 50
000 miles,] 15 30 15 60 75 15 30 45 G0 (&

Sec. 93. The mode of computing the rates upon inland letters, i. c., letters from one
office within the United States or Territories to another, and also upon letters between
the United States and the British North American provinees—is to be as follows, to
wit: Single rate, if not exceeding half an ounce; double raté, if exceeding half an
ou.nce, but not execeding an ounce; treble rate, if exceeding an ounce, but not exceed-
ing an ounce and a half; and so on, charging an additional rate for every additional
half ounce or fraction of half an cunce,

Sec. 4. All drop-letters or letters placed in any post office, not for transmissions
but for delivery only, shall be charged with postage at the rate of one cent cach.

Sec. 95. The 10 or 15 cents (according to the distance) pays for the single letter
from any post office in the United States, to any post office in either of the British
North American provinces, and vice verse; prepayment is optional in either country,
but a prepayment of anything less than the-full rate is not to be regarded.
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The six pence (64.) and shilling marks of prepayment in the British North American
provinces will be recognized.

8ec. 96. The distance according to which postage iz chargeable is that en the post
road from onc office to another upon which the mail is conveyed.

Sec. 97. It is a penal offense to deposit in any post office, to be conveyed in the
mail, within the United States, any envelope or packet containing letters addressed to
diflerent persons,

- Sec 98. Letters and packets that are carried on any of the waters of the United
Blates, in vessels, under an arrangement with the Department, are subject to the same
postage as if carried in the mail overland.

8ec. 99. Letter postage is to be charged on all handbills, circulars, or other printed
matter which shall contain any manuscript writing whatever.

Sec. 100, Postmasters will charge letter postage on all packets that are closely
taveloped and scaled, so that their contents cannot be known.

Sec. 101.  Daguerreotypes when sent in the mail should be rated and charged with
ktter postage by weight.

Sec. 102, The act of March 3, 1855, making no provision for unpaid letters to places
vithin the United States, persong to whom they are addressed must be notified thereof
bythe postmaster, through blanks furnished for the purpose. If not attended to,
mehdetiers must be returned monthly to the Dead Letter Office.

Sec. 103. Any unpaid letters dropped into the mail cars to be forwarded must be
deposited by the route agents in the post office at or nearest the point where they are
reeived, and the postmaster will treat them as other unpaid letters deposiied in his
dice. If not attended to, all such letters must be returned monthly to the Dead Letter
Ofice.

8gc. 104. Only such letters as there is good reason to believe were written after the

sl hour for closing the mail at the Jocal post office, and such as could not, with due
diligence, have been placed in the offices in due time to be dispatched in the outgoing
mail, may be receved by the agent, and mailed in the cars.
| 8ec. 105. Letters mailed in the cars can be prepaid only by using postage stamps
glralamped envelopes, and when not thus prepaid, it is the duty of postmasters to
atall such letters ug unpaid, although marked ¢ paid’>—no route agent being per-
iffed to receive prepayment in money.
. 8ee. 106. Letters pert paid should be dispatehed, charged with the additional postage
dne at the prepaid rate, according to distance, established by said act, except where
the omisgion to pay the correct amount is known to have been intentional, when they
should e treated the same as letters wholly unpaid,

Szc 107. Bills of lading and unscaled letters relating exclusively to the whole or,
any part of the cargo of a vesscl or steamboat, may be sent on such vessel or steam-
boat gutside of the mail, unless they are placed in an envelope with other matier. In
the latter case, the whole paclet is subject to letter postage.

Sec. 103, The postmaster will pay the mail carrier one cent, if demanded, for cach
way letter he delivers to him, and udd that cent to the ordinary postage on the
Jetter. -

Sec. 109.\8hip letters, as they cannot be prepaid, and are not supposed to be
embraced in the new act, will continue to be dispatched agreeably to the provisions of
the fifteenth seetion of the act of Mareh 3, 1825. Abstract logs, addressed to the
Superintendent of the National Observatary, are to be treated as ship letters.

Sec. 110. Copyright boaks, charts, &c., required to be delivered to the library of
Congress or Smithsonian Institution, and which are entitled to pass free in the mail,
should be superseribed *¢ Copyright for Congress Library,”” cr * Smithsonian Insti-

tution,”” as the case may be. '
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CHAPTER X.

POSTAGE ON PRINTED MATTER.

Skc. 111, Rates of postuge to be charged upon each Newspaper, Periodical, Book, unsealed Circular, and every other article of Printed Mutter, transient

or ofherwise.”
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Cents.| Cents.| Cents.| Cents.| Cents.| Cents.| Cents.| Cents.| Conts.| Cents.| Cenés.| Cents.| Cents.| Cents.| Cenls.| Cents.| Cents.
Each newspaper, periodical, unsealed circular, er other
article of printed matier, {except books,) when sent to
any part of the United States..evesiiivisiiiresnianss] 1 1 1 2 3 4 5 ] - 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Packages of small newspapers published monthly or
ofienér, and pamphlets not centaining more than six-
teen octave pages, when sent to one adaress, in pack-
ages weighing at least eightounces, and prepaid by post-
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Books, bound or unbound, not weighing over four pounds,
for any distance under 3,000 MileS.. .. vvrrvrannnsarnes] 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 - 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
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Sec. 112. Each newspaper or periodical not exceeding one ounce and o half in
weight, when circulated in the State where published, is subject to a postage of ‘one
helf cent only. .

Sec. 113. Small newspapers, &c., when sent in packets of less than eight ounces, or
to more than one address, must be rated singly.

Sec. 114, The weight of newspapers, periodicals, and ‘other printed matter, must

betaken or determined when they are in a dry state; and when the weight of any
book or other publication exceeds one pound, the same progressive rates, above laid
down, must be charged for the excess.

Sec. 115. Newspapers, periodicals, magazines, books, or any other printed paper or
matter, must be sent without any covers or wrappers, or in covers or wrappers open
at the ends or sides, so that the character of the matter contained therein be determ-
ined without removing such wrappers.

Sec. 116. It will be observed that, except in respect to books, the postage on all
printed matter to California, Oregon, and Washington Territory, is the same as to any
other part of the United States. .

8c. 117. Quarterly Rates of Postage, when peid quarterly or yearly in advance, on News-
papers and Periodicals, to actual subseribers. '

Daily,

Six times a week.
Tri-weekly.
Semi-weekly.
Weekly.
Semi-monthly.
Monthly.

Cents,| Cents.| Cents.| Cents. Cents. Cents.|Cents.

Weekly newspapers (one copy only) sent by the 1
publishers to actual subscribers within the county
where printed and published. ..o viiii v - - - - Free.| - -

Newspapers and periodieals not exceeding 1§ ounce
in weight, when circulated in the State where
PUblished Lovaisiianasnassniii s 223 1 19} 93 6} 3+ 13 3

Newspapers and periodicals of the weight of 3 - R
ounces and under, sent to any part of the United |, ﬁ .
BlBlES..coecviitsintocsstiirsranrsstorasissnnannas 455 | 39 184 | 13 6§51 3 14

Over 3 and not over 4 ounces 1 6 3

Over 4 and not over 5 ounces 136L | 117 581 39 <1 19F w9 461-

2 12

Over 5 and not over 6 ounces
2374 (195 | 973 | 65 | 3284815 73

Over 6 and not over 7 ounces
Over 7and NOL OVEr 8 OUNCES cavvacvransnnnes L2783 | 234 | 117 78 39 18,‘ .8
sty | Y

- 8gc.118. By ajoint resolution of Congress, the Congressional Globe and Appendix
may also be sent free through the mails so long as the same may be published by order
of Congress. .
Sec. 119. Papers and documents relating to the census, marked * Qfficial Business,
Census,” have a like privilege when sent by the census marshals or their assistants.

Sec. 120. If the publisher of any newspaper or periodical, after being three months
| previously notified that his publication is not taken out of the office to which it is sent
| for delivery, continue to forward such publication in the mail, the postmaster to whose
| office such publication is sent will dispose of the same for the postage, unless the pub-
| lisher shall pay it.

Sec. 121, Whenever any printed matter of any description, received during one
| quarter of the fiscal year, shall have remained in the office without being called for
| during the "whole of any succeeding quarter, the postmaster at such oflice will give
such notice to the publisher; and if he fail to pay the postage thereon within areason-
able time, will séll the same and credit the proceeds of such sale in his quarterly
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accounts in the usual manner. A similar course is to be pursued in reference to
pamphlets and magazines pubhshed periodically.

Sec. 122. Quarterly payments in advance may be made either at the mailing office
or the office of delivery. When made at such mailing office, at the commencementof |
a year or of a quarter, (as he may elect,) the publisher must prepare and hand to the
postmaster, ready for signature, a receipt for each post office to which the papers are
to be sent for delivery—stating the number of papers to be sent to such post office,
and the amount of postage to be paid thereon; also, giving the names of each of the
subscribers. Upon the payment of the postage the receipts must be signed by the
postmaster at the mailing office. The publisher will then direct such receipts to the
postmasters at the offices of delivery, and they will be received there as evidence that
the postage has been duly paid. To entitle them to pass free through the mails, such
receipts must be left unscaled, indorsed *‘Post Office Business,”’ and directed to the
postmaster at the office of delivery. The postmaster to whom such receipts have
been sent will be thereby authorized to deliver the papers mentioned in such receipts
to the subscribers therein named without further charge for postage.

Sec. 123. Newspapers and periodicals regularly mailed to bona fide subscribers are
net ‘¢ transient printed matter,’”” and may, therefore, be mailed by agents, as well ag
publishers, in the same manner, and with the same privileges, as if they were mailed
to such subscribers directly from the office of publication: Provided, The agent makes
and files in the mailing office a statement signed by him, showing the names of the
papers or periodicals which he thus mails, the offices, respectively, to which they are
directed, and the number of such subscribers to each, with the dates to which their
respective subscriptions extend, at each office to which said papers or periodicals are
directed.

Sec. 124. When periodicals are printed not oftener than once a quarter, and are
sent from the oflice of publication to actual subscribers, the amount of postage being
marked thereon as prepaid, at the mailing office, and the name of that office with the
date of mailing being written or stamped thereon, will be sufficient evidence to war-.
rant their delivery without further chmge.—Such periodicals may he prepaid hy
stamps.

Sec. 125. Publishers of newspapers may, without subjecting them to extra postage,
fold within_their regular issues a supplement, provided the weight of the whole does:
not exceed one and a half ounce within the State where printed, or three ounces
when sent out of the State. But in all such cases the added matter must be a genuine
supplement or appendage to the newspaper in question, and of the same essential
character, conveying intelligence of passing events of general interest. :

Sec. 126. Publishers of newspapers cannot send specimen numbers of their paperd§
to postmaste:s and others, without prepaying postage thereon.

Sec. 127. Prospectuses of newspapers, whether accompanying the same or sent
separatcly, are to be charged as circulars, and postage re.quircd in advance.’

Sec. 128. To inclose or conceal a letter, or other thing, (except bills and receipts for
subseription,} in, or to write or print anything, after its publication, upon, any news-
paper, pamphlet, magazine, or other printed matter, is illegal, and subjects such
printed matter, and the entire package of which it is a part, to lelier postage; and if
done in order that the same may be carried by post free of postage, subjects the |
offender to a fine of five dollars for every such offense; and in such cases, if the person |
addressed refuse to pay such letter postage, the package should be returned to the
postmaster from whose office it came, to prosecute the offender for the penalty.

Sec. 129. Printed slips or circulars stitched or pasted in with the body of period-
icals or magazines with which they have no legitimate connection, are attempts to
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evade the law; and all such matter which does not form, and was not intended and
originally printed to form, a regular part of the contents of any given number of a
periodical or magazine and its cover, must be considered as extrancous matter, subjecting
the whele copy with which it is thus sought to be incorporated to letter postage. All transient
printed matter should be distinctly post-marked and rated at the mailing office.
Sec. 130. Any word or communication, whether by printing, writing, marks, or
signs, upon the cover or wrapper of a newspaper, pamphlet, magazine, or other printed
matter, other than the name and address of the person to whom it is to be sent, sub-
jeets the paclage to letter postage; and such postage should be, lilze all other letter postage,
prepaid, or the matter should not be mailed. If, however, it reaches the office of delivery
unpaid, and the party addressed shall refuse to pay letter postage thereon, further
proceedings should be waived, there being no concealment or attempt at fraud, and the
package placed with the other refused matter in the office. A pen or pencil mark,
- thade for the sole purpose of atiracting the eye to a particular article or portion of printed
matter, does not subject such matter to letter postage.

8ec. 131. Dona fide subscribers to weekly newspapers can receive the same free of
postage,if they reside in the county in which the paper is printed and published, even
f the office to which the paper is sent is without the county, provided it is the office
Lat which they regularly receive their mail matter,
~ 8Ec. 132. Postage cannot be prepaid on regular newspapers or periodicals for a less
term than one quarter; and in all cases postage must be paid on such matter at the
_tommencement of a quarter. .
" Brc. 133, Exchange newspapers and periodicals cannot be'remailed without being
' chargeable with postage. :
. Sec. 134. Books not weighing over four pounds may be sent in the mail, prepaid
by postage stamps, at one cent an ounce, any distance in the United States under
three thousand miles, and at two cents an ounce over three thousand miles, provided
they are put up without & cover or wrapper, or in a cover or wrapper open at the ends
orsides, so their character may be determined without removing the wrapper.
~ 8gc. 135. Small newspapers and periodicals, published monthly or oftener, and pam-
phlets containing not more than sixteen octavo pages each, when putup in single
- packages, weighing at least eight ounces, to one address, and prepaid by postage
stamps, may be sent to any part of the United States at one half cent an ounce or
fraction of an ounce.

8ec. 136. Corvected proof sheets are to be charged with pamphlet postage in case the
torrections be those only of typographical errors; but if new matter be introduced by
the corrections, or any notations made by which information is asked or conveyed, or
instructions given in writing, the sheets are subject Lo letter postage.

Sec. 137. Unsealed circulars, advertisements, business cards, transient newspapers,
and every other article of transient printed matter, (except books and packages of

| small publications, as above,) not weighing over three ounces, sent in the mail to any
part of the United States, are chargeable with one cent postage each, to be prepaid by
postage stamps.  Where more than one cireular is printed on a shect, or a circular
[ an letter, each must be charged with a single rate. This applies to lottery and other
kindred sheets assuming the form and name of newspapers; and the miscellaneous
matter in such sheets must also be charged with one rate. A business card on an
unsealed envelope of a circular subjects the entire packet to letter postage.

- Sec. 138. Any transient matter, like a circular or handbill, inclosed in or with a
. periodical or newspaper sent to a subscriber, or to any other person, subjects the
_ whole package to letter postage; and whenever subject to letter postage from being
sealed, or from any cause whatever, all printed matter, without excéption, must be
prepaid or excluded from the mail.
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Sec. 139. It is the duty of the postmaster at the mailing office, as well as at the
office of delivery, carefully to examine all printed matter, in order to sce that itis
charged with the proper rate of postage, and to detect fraud.

Sec. 140. At offices where postage stamps cannot be procured,. postmasters are
authorized to receive money in prepayment of postage on transient matter; but they
should be careful to keep a supply of stamps on hand.

Sec. 141. Itis no part of the duty of a postmaster to receive and deliver to sub- |
scribers any other newspapers than those which come in the mail, or to put the address
on newspapers seit to clubs, or to deliver them from a furnished list; nor should hedo
cither, even through courtesy, unless it may be done without interfering with the |
legitimate business of his office. i

Sec. 142. A pamphlet is a printed but unbound publication, relating solely to some |
subject of local ephemeral, or temporary interest or importance; or if upon a subject of |
general interest or importance called forth, like a lecture or an address, by or for some
Tocal event, or as approprinte to some particular occasion. Hence, with the exception |
of those not containing more than sixXteen octavo pages, each, for which, under certain
conditions, the act of August 30, 1852, has made special provision, no publication,
although folded and unbound, can be permitted to pass in the mail as a ¢ pamphlet,”
instead of a ¢ book,’” unless its scope and subject are such as to bring it fairly w1lhln4
the distinctive definition above given. ]

Sec. 143. A newspaper is defined to be any printed publication issued in numbers,
and published at short etated intervals of not more than a month, conveying intelli-
gence of passing events It gencrally consists of a sheet, but may be composed of
wwo sheets of paper.

Sec. 144. Publications borrowing the name, havine the form and some of the
characteristies of a newspaper, printed for gratuitous eirculation, and depending on
their advertisements for support, cannot be sent by mail gratuitously to persons not
actual and bone fide subscribers upon the footing of newspapers ¢ sent from the office
of publication to actual and bona fide subscribers.’
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CHAPTER XI.

cases prepayment is required.

1 SEC. 1. —POSTAGES TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

The Asterisk {*) indicates that in cases where it is prefixed prepayment is optional; in all other

COUNTRIES.

Note.—Five cents the single letter, of half onnce or under, must be
" added to the rates named in this table by ¢ British mail,” * via Eng-
laud,” or ¢ via Liondon,” respectively, i’ the letter is (rom Calitornia,
Oregon, or Washington.

RATES OF
POSTAGE ON
LETTERS.

RATES OF
TOSTAGE ON
PRINTED
MATTER.

ter ounce.

ot exceeding

Newspapers,
Pamphlets per
ounce.
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do. French mail..... P

‘Adrianople, French T PR
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Alexandretta, Prussian closed mail..
do. French mail.co.coveanns .
do. open mail, vin Lng]nml by Amerlc'ln p'u,kct....
do. do. do. by British packet
‘Alexandria, Prussian elosed mail........ Greetenseinans
o, by Bremen or Hamburg mail
do. Freneh mail.
'~ do. open mail, »m En-fland by Anmnc.m p'lcl.ct
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Algeria, French mail...ooooons
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n F
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Bahamas, by direct steamer from Now York........
Batavia, British mail, via Southampton....
 do. do. via Marseilles...
~ do. French mail........
Bavaria, Prussian closed mail..
- do. by Bremen or Ilnmburg mai
'rlo. French mail
um, French mail..... .
opun mail, via London, by American p'mket
do. dos by Dritish packet......v.e
e, do. do. by American packe
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- Cents.| Cents,
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The Asterisk (*) indicates that in cases where it is prefixed prepayment is optional ; in all other
cases prepayment is required.

RATES OF
RATES OF | p0STAGE ON

POSTAGE ON | 0

LETTERS. MATTER.
gs | F 5
COUNTRIES. Selsg| & | ®

) ¢35 g2 o ne
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land,” or ¢ via London,” respectively, if the letter is from California, | _ & ..,E B g °
Oregon, or Washington. zcv 2 E.‘: E £

. Cents.|Cents.| Cents.|Cents,|

Bogot'l,NewGr'mad'\ B 18 6 4
Bolvia......... TR TPRvNs - 34 6 4
Borneo, British lllEI.l] via Soutl:.unptml - 33, 6 -
do. do. via Marseilles.... 39 45 10 -
do, French mail . e .| 30 60 - -
Bourbon, British mail, via Sﬂut]mmp{nn - 33 6 -
do. d via Marseilles. ., 39 45 10 -
do. Frenchmail,....coviuivennn *30 | *60 - -
Bourglns, Prussian closed mail........... - 40 6 -

. French mail oo vannanann, . .1 *30 | *60 - -
Bram]-‘ via England...... . - 45 4 4
Bremeu, Prussian closed m - *30 6 -

do.  Bremen mail..... - *10 2 1 3
do. Hamburg mail - *15 3 1 ¢
do. _ French mail. . aesatanassnenas *21 *42 - -
British North American I’ruvmccs, When distance docs not exceed 3, OUU
miles...... - *10 - -
British North .*\m( rm'm Prov *15 - -
Brunswick, Prussian mail... - *30 6 -
do. by Bremen or Hamburg - *15 3 1 [
do. French mail.c....oouviuiaaa, *21 | %42 - -
Buenaventura .. vueeesseiess . - 18 6 4
Buenos Ayres, viu England.... . - 33 4 -
Caiffa, Prussian closed mail...oouiviiieiviiniiisinnmniisinnssssnens]| = 40 G -
Canada—see British North Awmerican Provinces.
Canary Islands, via England...coivaiiiieiiiniisiniiiiiiinnea, .1 33 45 6 -
Candia, Prussian closed mail...... azaprarane o= *40 6 -
do. ~ open mail, via London, by American packet.. . - 21 4 - ]
do. do. do. by Brm-.hpucket.....4..‘....‘... - 5 4 -
Canea, British mail, by American packets....occo v viinreiian oo 21 2 - ’
do. do. by British packets.. - 5 2 -
do. Prussian closed mail. RN sresas - *40 6 -
do. French mailosoiivannarnnnnis Ceeeenas *30 | *60 - -
Cape of Good Hope, via Englaud by American packets, - 2l 2 -
do by Brm-h p.tcl(ets.. . - 5 2 -
Cape de Verde Tslands, vm Enﬂlaud rirtseesadiens . - 65 4 -
Carthagena. ... ... ... . AU 18 6 -0
Central Ameriea, Pacific SIOpe, via Panama. . . . weres] = 20 2 -
Ceylon, British mail, via Southampton. ... . - 33 4 - 1
do. do. via Marseilles. ... Piesesiesasaaeies] 39 45 8 -
do. French mail .....vvuus 30 60 - -
Chagms, (New Granada,) for distances not e:.ceedmg 9,500 miles. - 10 2 1
do. for distances cxcccdmg ,500 miles..... - 20 2 1
Ch]h.... Leseenes . 34 6 4
China, British mail, "via ‘-‘sout!nmptou.. . e - 33 4 -
do. do. via Marseilles, ... vavaanen R 45 8 -
do. do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail, via "Trieste. ... - 55 - - 3
do. do. do. via Marseilles and Suez...| 40 72 - -
do. Frenchmail.oovvviiiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnas .ee] 30 60 - -
do. by mail to San Franciscn, thence by private ship e - 10 2 1
Constantinople, Prussian closed mail................ - *40 6 -
do. French mail............. «oo| *30 | *60 2 1
do. by Bremen or Hamburg T A T *32 - -
do. open mail, via London, by Amer:c:m packet FETTT TN 21 2 *
do. do. do. by British packet.eesesseiiensens] - 5 2 -
Corfu—see Tonian Islands.
Cursma, British mail, by American packets.. - 21 2 -
do. by British packets.... - 5 2 -
Cuba, when distance does not exceed 2,500 miles. - 10 9 1
do. do. does exceed 2 50{) miles.... - 20 2 1
Cumcoa,vangl'md..................... - 33 4 -
Cuxhaven, Prussian closed mail ....., ... - *30 6 -
do, by Bremen or Hamburg mail . - *15 3 1.4
do.  French mail,..coeievi... *21 | *42 - 1



POBTAGES TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 79

The Asterisk (*) indicates that in cases where it is prefixed prepayment is optional; in all other
. cases prepayment is required.

POSTAGE OF | =
LETTERS. MA’]“T]-‘R-
[ o
COUNTRIES. E21Zs| 4 1 &
' 35|E2! 5 |a
Nore.—Tive cents the single letter, of half ounee or under, musibe | § g &= ER §
added to the rates named in this table by © British mail,” ¢ vla Eng- | ¥ g xe E |=5
Tand,” ot ¢ vin Londen,”? respectively, il the letter is from Calfornia, | 5 | 23 Z £2
> = o= 5 1
Oregon, or Washington, 23212 2 18
Cents.Cents.| Cents.| Cents.
I)ardanelle=: Prussian closed maile.eevs i oeiiniiienioniiassinninsiiianea] - *40 6 -
Irench mail. ... .. e a e rra s EErrEE TR b aanaeean, *30 =G0 Q 1
Denm’nk Prussian closed mail . . - *15 6 -
do. by Bremen or Hamburg nu - 20 3 1
do. Fre chm‘nl e e teeaa *)7 *54 - 1
Durazzo, Pr i P - 40 [ -
do.  French mail,, ... . ol *30 | FE0 _ _
East Indies, British mail, via Southampton. d - 33 4 -
do. do. via Marseilles. ..., . 39 45 8 -
do. Prussian elosed mail, vin Trieste ....... - 50 13
do. {English pn;-;sessinus,) Prussian closed mail, via T - 48 10 -
do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail, via Marseilles aud Suez........| 40 T2 - -
do. do. vid Trieste. . oovsvviinrar vnanns] - 64 - -
do. Freneh mailvvveee crveersersnssainrninnns .| 30 60 - -
Ecuador......... Crrreees ceianes - RE] 6 4
Egypz, (exeept Aleandrin,) British mail, via Qnullmmpmn . - 33 4 -
do. do. via Marseilles. , 39 45 8 -
dn. do. Prussian closed ma - 28 6 -
do. do. DBremen or Hamburg . - *30 - -
do. do. French mail.,........... P 30 (i) 2 1
Falkland Islands, viaEngland «oovveviinnninans Crr e P 33 4 -
Fayal—see JAzores f&fuﬂn’a
France. .. ... N erssanaaanen e rEabaesEaras et it s nsans *15 | *30 bl 1
Frankfort, French mai NSRRI N 1
do. " Prussian elosed mail N *30 6 _
do.  Bremen or Hamburg mai - *29 3 1
Galatz, Prussian closed mail... - *4() N -
do. Frenchmail.....coovvviiaans veaa] *30 | *60 2 1
do. open mail, via Londml by American pm.kl.t..... PP a1 2} -
do. do. by British p.':cku. ...... - 5 a -
Gallipoli, Prussian chSEd mail . . s . - *40 - -
do. French mail.......e0 . *30 *60 2 1
Gambia, via England...coaiiians - 33 4 -
German States, Prussian closed ma - | 30 6 -
do. French mail PERTTTTTRTIN I B 5 - -
do. {except where dlﬂ'r'rt.nt rates are name hy Bremen or
STamburg mail. oo oeen e e it i e T 29 3 1
Gibraltar, Freneh mail.......... . 21 42 . -
do. via London ..o vicaua - 33 4 -
| do.  DBritish mail, via France . 39 45 8 -
Great Britain and Irci'uul (Calilornia, Or(“'f)tl or Was s - *24 ] (@)
Greece, Prussian closed mail . et thiaed i ttenene e - *49 6 | -
do. l‘u.nch mail ........ reene | *30 | %60 = 1
do. by Bremen or I!.Lmhmg mail.... - *35 3 1
do.  open mail, vin London, by American p'u.ket. - 21 2 -
do. do. do. by British packet. .., - 5 2 T -
Guadaloupe, via England........ - 33 4 -
Hamburg, by [Hamburg mail, dircet from Now York - *10 2 1
40, DrCIICH I1leuess sennss .. - *15 3 1
do.  Prussianclosed mail.ioiviaiiiiniiniiiiiiinnnnnns crerreenane] - *30 6 -
do. Frenchmail............... eens| *21 | *42 - -
Hanover, Prussian closed mail... - *30 6 -
do.  DBremen or [amburg mail . - *15 3 1
do.  French mail..eesccenuierenrrineernsrrnrsisrrnansirnssannnes | *21 | *42 - -
Havana—see Cuba.
Hayti, vian England...vvvees - 33 4 -
lleli;i:]ulnmi, Island of, by Britis - 21 2 -
0. do. . - 5 2 -
do. do. via England, by private ship......... - 33 4 -
Holland, French mail....ooviivavsuiaas 21 | *42 2 1
do. open mall, via London, by Amcncnn packcr... O 21 2 -

(a) Pamphlets and periodicals 2 cents each, if not weighing over two ounces, and 4 cents an ounce,
of ftaction of an ounce, if they exceed two ounces, to be collected in all cases in the United States.



80 REGULATIONS.

The asterisk (*) indicates that in cases where it is prefixed prepayment is optional; in all other

cases prepayment is required.

RATES OF
RATES OF | 50 oracE ON
POSTAGE ON| " o o
LETTERS: | \iooee
COUNTRIES. Eo | &8s &
5|38 2 |
Nore.—Tive cents the single letter, of half ounce or under, must be | §° | § 2 & 134
added to the rates named in this table by * British mail,”? ¢ via Eng- | § 5 ;_SQ_ =Y .&g
land,” or “ via London, respectively, if the letter is from California, | & | .8 g g8
Oregon, or Washington. SE S - 9
Cents.| Cents.| Cents,|Cenls,
Holland, open mail, via London, by British pﬂcket e - 5 2 - |
HoMem Prussian closed mail....... - *35 6 -
do. ~ by Bremen or Hamburg mail - | *25 3 11
do,  French mailesieassvssnrvannss *Q7 | *54 2 1
Honduras..... Nieeseangye crrens] = | B34 6 -
Hong Kong, British mail, via Southampton - 33 4 -
do. do. via Marseilles. 39 45 8 -
do. French mail........u. 30 60 - -
do. by Bremen or Hamburg mai - 30 - -
do. Prussian closed mail..... - 38 10 -1
Ibraila, French mail......coo000n. *30 | *60 2 I
do.  Prussian closed mail,..... - *40 6 -
Indian Archipelago, French mail....... . 30 60 - -
do. British mail, via Marseilles. 39 45 8 -
Inehoh, Prussian closed mai - 40 6 -
do.  French mail ... . *30 | *60 2 r
Ionian Islands, Prussian closed mails .. - *38 6 -
do. do.  French mail,covsviiiiniess veasrseaaas| *30 | *60 - -
Ttaly—see Sardinian Stales ; Lombardy ; Blodena Pa'rma “Tscany ; Papal
States ; and Two Su.l.!ecs.
Janina, by French mail .....ciiiiiviiiiiiiiiiiiinisssassnansnninnsae] *30 | *60 - -
Jaffa, Prussian closed mail. . - 40 - o
do. Frenchmail......... asrenes *30 | *60 - -
do. open British mml by American packets. g0 - a1 9 -
do. do. do. by British packets ... o - 5 2 -
Japan, British mail, via Southampton....... g - 33 4 -
do. do. via Marseilles..iiavae i, o 3 45 8 -
Java, British mail, via Southampton ...eesiiiiia i o - 33 4 -
do. do. via Marseilles.....ouviaaa, . . 39 45 8 -
Jerumlem by British mail, via Bt‘lgmm in American packm - 21 2 -
do. do. in British packets.... - 5 2 -
Kankni French mail oo iiiiiiiiiiii i i, .| *30 | *60 - -
Kern=-l||1(i French mail . weaaaa| *30 | *60 2 1
Labuan, British mail, vis ‘muth.unpton . . PR 33 6 .
do. do. via Marseilles... el 39 45 1¢ -
do. French mail... 30 60 - -
Larnica, by French mail *30 | *60 - - |
Lauenburg, Prussian closed ms - | *33 6 -
do. by Bremen or H.lmburg ll]dl o - *25 3 1
do, Freneh mail. ... . T *a7 | *54 2 1]
Latakia, Prussian closed mail cen - 40 6 - |
do. "French mail,.. vrves *30 | *60 2 19
Liberia, British mail.... s 33 4 - |
Lombardy, Prussian closed mru! PPN - 33 6 - |
do. by Bremen or Hamburg mai *15 3 1]
do.  French mail ....... *42 2 1
Lubee, Prussian elosed mail..... . *30 6 -
do. by Bremen or Hamburg mall *15 3 1
do. Frenchmailo.....viveeinanrinens *49 - 1
T.ueca, by British mail by American packets 21 2 -
do. do. by British packets.. 5 2 -
Luxemburg, Grand Duchy, Prussian clusul ma:l *30 6 -
do. do. French maili..,...,. *42 - -
do. do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail *232 - -
Madeira, Island of, via Englund...... tetheiearasran 65 4| -
Mahé, French mzul sedE e siannnn *60 - -
Mtuorca,Bmlsh Iilervneenersnnannns e - 33 6 -
Malta, Island of; British mail, via Suuthampton - 33 4| -1
do. do. do. via Marseilles .. 39 45 8 F
do. do.  French mail.. *30 | *60 - -
Martinique, via England ....vvuesenns - 33 4 -
Mauritius, British mail, via SuuLimmptnn. - 33 4 -
do. do. via Marseilles. .. .| 39 45 8 -
do.  French mailivuusiiiiasrssarssnanviissssssanesssnsiiiiine,] 30 60 - -




POSTAGES TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 81

*The asterisk (*) indicates that in cases where it is prefixed prepayment is optional; in all other
cases prepayment is required.

RATES OF
LETTERS PRINTED
' MATTER.
epy | &0 B
COUNTRIES. £ 2’ S8l 4 | &
o5 | ¢z 3 w
INO’]‘E.MFJV(_ cents the single letter, of half ounce or under, must be | S | § 2 2 | g
added 1o the rates named in this table by © British mail,” “via Eng- | 55 | 22 | & |22
Ici,md,” or t%.; I;cuulon,” respectively, if the letter is from thfomm, B L3 S gg
regon, or Wash c3 | &= C
gon, ington EERE 2| g
! Cents.| Cents. s 3
.llexico, for distances under 2,500 MileS, . e vvirnvinnrnrrrscrvinnnniias ents 10 Cer;)'f Ce,ih
do. 0. over 2,500 miles, - 20 2 1" 1
|llecklenhurg, (Strelitz and bchwcnn,) Pr 4 - *30 6 -
by Bremen or Hamhur,, mai ~ *15 3 1
do do Frenchmail, e veevsavnnnonis 31 | =12 - -
l{emm, Turkey, Prussian closed mail........ e Cereaan - 40 6 -
do. do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail... - 22 - -
- do. do.  French mailu..es uvesesenssensns *30 | *60 2 1
Minorea, by British mail...... . J - a3 G -
" Hitylene, Prussian closed il S 40 - -
do.  Frenchmail,,.,...... o *30- | *60 2 1
Modena, Prussian closed mail. ... - *13 [ -
do.  Frenchinaile............. iearees *Q7 | *54 2 1
do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail. ,.... - *15 3 1
l{oldaﬂa, Prussian closed mail,....0vuue - 30 6 -
do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail - %32 - -
do. Frenchmail......ovuinnnn,s *30 | *60 N
Moluceas, British mail, via Southampt - 33 6 -
do, do. via Marseilles... 39 45 10 -
_do, French mail..... 30 60 - -
Montenegro, I)y French mail. 21 42 - -
Montevideo, via England.......... - 45 4 -
Naples, Kingdom ut, Prussian closed m 30 6 -
do. do, Freneh mail....... *30 | *60 2 1
-~ do. do. by Bremen or ll.unbur" ‘il - 22 - -
Netherlands, The, French mail ..., . *2A1 | 42 2 1
do. | open mail, via London, hy Ameriean packet al Q9 -
. do. do. by Dritish packet..oovieneiinns 5 2 -
3 e‘;g&iﬁ?ﬁ:ﬁ k, } See British North American Provinces.
New Granada, (cxct‘pt Aspinwall and Panama) .. Ceerassraareaeas - 18 6 -
New SBouth Wales, British wail, vi buulhamplun - 33 4 -
do. do. via Marseilles . 39 45 8 =
do. French mail .o .,00eeerannns 30 °| 60 - -
do. by mail to San Francisco, thence IJy prl - 10 2 1
New Zeuland British mail, via Suullsdmptou crreeraeeann - 33 4 -
0, do. via Marseilles. ... 39 45 8 -
_ do. French mail........... .| S0 60 - -
Nicaragua.... ... - 34 6 -
Norway, Prussian closed mail ... - *4G 6 -
do. by Bremen or Hamburg m - | *38 3 1
do.  Frenchmail....o.oviveres *33 | *66 - 1
‘Nova Scola—see British North American Provinces.
Oldenburg, Prussian closed mail .....voviiiieniinennn - *30 6 -
do. by Bremen or llamhurg ma - | *13 3 1
d0.  Frenchmailueessuss vasvenvinsneinnanss *21 | %42 - 1
Panama, when distance does not exeeed 2 500 miles, - 10 2 1
- do, do, does exceed 2, 500 miles..... - 20 2 1
P n,Prussmnclosedmml................. *33 6 -
do. “French mail......vvovvaaans *54 2 1
.do. by Bremen or l-lnmburg mail, *25 3 1
Penang, English mail, via Marseilles. . 45 8 -
- do. do. via Suu:llampmu. - 33 4 -
du. French mail. .. [ 30 60 - -
L - 22 6 4
pine Is]ands British mml, via Snut mmpton ceen J - 33 6 -
u. do. via Marse:lles.. - q 39 45 10 -
do. French mailicociiiiasn, .| 30 60 - p
Pla entin, Prussian closed mail........ - 30 [} -
- | do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail - *25 - -
_do, Frenchmail .....ecu0s eee) 27 54 - |-
and, Prussian closed mail... g o = | %37 6 -
by Bremen or Hamburg mai N TT it n - *20 3 1
Frenchmail...o.oiiiiinaninianinnaniininmisersdinirenssssaass] #30 | *60 - 1




82 REGULATIONS.

The Asterisk (*) indicates that in cases where it j3 prefixed prepayment is optional; in all other

cases prepayment is required.

=]

. RATES OF
TATES OF | 1 oarace o8
POSTAGE OF | b oo
LETTERS- | y/'ooon
¥ M| B =
COUNTRIES. ERRE qus ¥ g :
Note.~—Five cents the single letter, of half ounce or under, must be £2 g g :‘ci %8 |
added to the raies niuncd in this table by ¢ British mail,” ¢ via Eng- x| 2 2 & =E
land,” or © via Lendon,” respectively, it the letter is from California, | 2} 83 | £ Ee
o i =} c .= &
Oregon, or Washington. AR 2 1g
Cents.|Cents.| Cents.|Cents,
Pondicherry, French mail vaneiaiiiiiiiiiiissssissnainsiiinnanss awann *Y *G0 - --1
Portugal, British mail, via Buulh:lmplun . - 63 4 -
do. do. via France....... 37 43 4 «
do, by Bremen or Hamburg mail. 30 42 - -
do. French mail. . P a1 49 - -2
Prevesa, Prussian c]nscd m:ul. B - 40 '] -
do.  French mait, ... vee sesnb %30 | %GO - -
Prince Edward’s Island—sce ,
Prussia, Prussian closed mail c....0000s - +30 8 o
do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail.. - *15 3 1-]
do. Frenell mail.oviivessreeisvirassnvnrrinansansnnsersasnsssersans| *¥21 *49 - 1,
Re-Union—see Bourbon. .
Rhodes, Prussian closed J 11 *40 B -4
do. “French mail.covveseeviseanneaens *30 | *60 2 11
Roman or Papal States, Prussian closed mail . - *35 6 M
do. do. French mail uoiavueaninnn.s | %27 | 54 2 14
do. do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail. . veerre s - *28 - -,
Russia, Prussian closed mail..,... .0e0eeennnnns - *37 6 B
de. by Bremen or Hamburg mail *29 - -
do. French mail. aa *30 *60 2 1,
Rustehuck, by Frenelt m *30 | *60 z ks |
Salonica, Prussian closed ma - *40 6 -
do. French niail......... *30 *50 2 1
Samsoun, Prussian closed mail. . . - *40 - <
do. " Frenchmail .oooiuiiiieeiiiiasaiennreaensanssrnnesiann cesiseanf *30 | *6O 2 1.
Sandwich Islands, by inail to 8an Francxaco, l]lenc(‘ hy prwnze shipeaiaaad| - 10 2] 1-
Sardinian States, Prussian closed mail...cioviiivieiniiiensnnnn s - *38 6 -
do. do.  Trench mailiieieis seeecanses *2] | *42 2 1,
do. do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail - #*30 3 1
Saxe- Altenburg, Prussian closed mail...u.uv.. - | *30 6 &
by Bremen or Hamburg mail. *15 3 1
d French mail oov.oo.... .. o *21 | 42 - 1
Saxe-Coburg Gotha, Meiningen, and We s sgian maile, ..., g - *30 6 a
do. do, Bremen or Hamburg mail. .. - *99) 3 1
d do. dn. French mail...... vereresaa]| *Q1 *49 - 1,
Saxony, ngdom of, Prussian closed mail.,,....... J - | *30 8 -
do. by Bremen or Hamburg ‘mail Jg 0 - *15 3 1
do. du French mail..... e *31 =49 - 1
Schleswig, by Bremen or Hamburg mail. - *05 3 1
do. French mailsoivseveicsaansreines W07 | *54 - 1
do. Prussian closed mail.. - *35 & i
Scio, by French mail . ....... *30 | *60 - -
Bcutarl, (Asia,) Prussian closed mail - 30 [ -
do. do.  French mail 30 60 - od
do. do. open mail, via London, by Am . - 21 Q -
do. do, do. do. by British packet.... e g - 5 9 - 4
Seres, by French mail...cvaeaus rerrararenias .| *30 | *60 - P
Bervia, by Prussian closed mail.....ovoe. o0 - 30 6 -
do. (except Belgrade,} French mail, via Austna e 21 42 2 1!
Bieilies, The Two, Prussian mal]............ - 30 6 -
do. do. French mail....... R T T *30 | *G0 9 .
do. do. open mail, via London, by American packet . - 21 P] B
do. do. do. do. by British Packet....... . - 5 9 -
do. io. by Bremen or Hamburg mail. ....ooeu - 23] - -
Smgapore, British mail, via Southampton.......oa. . - 33 1. .4 -3
do. via Marseilles. 39 15 8 -5
do. French mailicoiiveciniceans .| a0 60 - -
Sinope, open mail, via England, by American p cket. . . 21 - -
do. do do. by British packet..... . - 5 _ 2
do. Frenchmail......cocviens . *30 | *60 2 1
do. Pmsslan closed mail... g - 40 - -
Sophia, by French mail........ 3 .| *30 | *60 - . ;F
Spa.m, JBmuah mail, by American ' wl - 21 2 >
banu.shpac T I 5 2 | -
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The Asterisk (*) indicates that in cases where it is prefixed prepayment is optional; in all other
cases prepayment is required.
|

P
|
|
|
|

) RATES OF
RATES OF | uosaGE OK
POSTAGE ON PRINTED
LETTERS: | ypqTeR,
; =
COUNTRIES. 23 s |2
35 S
Nore.—Five cents the single letter, of half ounce or undeyr, must be| @ © £ |29
added to the rates named in this table by * British mail,”” % via Eng-| % & & | =5
land,”* or ** via London,” respectively, if the letter is from C.Lluunud, bt E 4 gc
) i
Oregon, or Washington. 2 2 2 |2
. Cents.| Cents.|Cents.| Cents.
Bpain, French mail..... e ‘e seurtacerarrnentn N 2] 42 - -
do. by Bremen or ll'nnburrr mail, . 30 42 - -
8t Thomas, by United States | |I'1(‘kcl to I(m"amn, - 18 6 -
do. via Havana 34 6 -
Bulina, Freneh mail . *30 | *60 2 1
Somatra, British mail, via "éuutlnmptnn. veas - 33 6 -
do. do. via Marseilles...,.. 28 45 10 -
do. TFrench mail...... TTT T . 30 60 - -
Sweden, Prussian closed mail...... - *42 6 -
do. by Bremen or Hamburg mai - *33 3 -1
do. French mail... *33 | *66 - 1
Bt. Helena, via England, . - 33 4 -
Bmyrna, Prussian closed mail........ *40 6 -
do.  Frenchmail,,,veeveeiis *30 | *60 2 1
itzerland, Prussian closed mail - *35 6 -
do. Frenchmail..ooooaiinin s *Q] [ *42 2 1
do. by Bremen or Hamburg mail. ...l - *27 3 1
a, British mail, via M'uacllles, hy French ]J‘l(.k(.,t . 33 45 4 -
i, French mail.. [T 30 60 2 1
giers, Frenchmail.............. *30 *G0 - -
mania—sece Fan Dieman’s Land.
esme, Prussian closed mail..ovesu... et aedetete tererraaraas - *40 6 -
do.  open mail, via London, by Ameri an packet. - 21 4 -
~ do. do. do. by British packet. - 5 4 -
edos, do. do. by American p:u:kes_. - a1 - -
do. do. do. by British paclet. - 5 - -
do. Prussian closed mail.................. - 40 6 -
do. French mail...,......... *30 | *60 - -
hizond, upen mail, via London, hy "American paclet. - 21 - -
do. do. by British packet.. - 5 - -
do. Prussum closed mail.,.ovvviuianss . - *40 6 -
do. French mail.. *30 | *60 2 1
licha, French mail... *30 | *60 ] 1
do. Prussian closed mail. . - *40 6 -
Tunis, French mail........... vesaaes| %30 | %60 2 1
do. British mail, via Mnrsﬂllew by I‘rench pﬂcl\ﬂt.. frarsranaaes edl 33 45 4 -
urkey in Europe nm.l Turkish islands in the Medlterraneau, excepr. as
herein mentioned—
Prussian closed mail...ovviiiiinnaienannas - 30 6 -
by Bremen or Hamburgh mail . - *32 -
Open mml, via London, by American pack - 21 Q2 -
do. by British packet.. - 5 2
Turkey in Europc, cities of, except as herein m(-nuoued, hy “French m’ul
L 2 I I 2 1
Turk’s Island. . - 10 2 1
Tripoli in Syrm, French mail. *30 | *80 2 -
Tuscany, Prussian closed mail.. - | *35 6 -
do.  French mail............ 7 | *54 2 1
do. by Bremen or Hamburg ma; - | *28 3 1
Yalona, Prussian closed mail.... .., . 40 - -
do. French mail....,.., . TR *30 | *60 - -
Vin Diemen’s Land, British ma:l via Suuthampmn - 33 4 -
do. do. via Marseilles.. 309 45 8 -
do. French mail .............. 30 60 - -
Vamna, Prussian closed mail.... .. . *40 6 -
do. French mail.vvevsssiieiiiiisianiiann *30 | *60 2 1
~ do. open mail, via London, by American packet. - 21 4 -
_do. do. do. by British packet.. - 5 4 -
enitian States, Prussian closed mail......... - | *30 [] -
3 do. French mail........... . 27 54 2 1
. do. by Bremen or Hnmburg mai - | *15 3 1
enezuela, British mail, via Southampton............ - 45 4 -
etoria, (Port Philip,) ﬁm:wh mail, via Smﬂ‘amptuﬂ. - 43 4 -
do. do. do. Vit MAarseilles. s rnnrnssanennsasond 39 | 45 8 -
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The Asterisk (*) indicates that in cases where it is prefixed prepayment is optional; in all other
cases prepayment is required.

RATES OF
RATES OF
POSTAGE o | POSTAGE OX
LETTERs. | VRINTED
MATTER.
g | w0
COUNTRIES. ES|Es| & |&
T5|Teg| & ;
Nore.—Five cents the single letter, of half ounce or under, must be | 82 | § g g %3
added to the rates named in this table by ¢ British mail,”” “via Eng- | 235 | %° a | =8
land, or ¢ via Lowdon,” respeetively, if the letter is from California, | S % | 25 | 2 E‘c
Oregon, or Washington. E 2 ZC-:: z g
Cents.| Cents.| Cents.| Cents,
- 40 [ -
*30 | *60 2 I
West [lldlEb, Britis 3 xeee - 10 2 1
do do. does exceed 2,501} miles. - 20 2 1
do. not British, (exeept Cuba.).cooiiiiiiiiviiini - 3 6 .
‘Wallachia, Prussian closed mailoo.o... . - 30 6 ",
do. by Bremen or Hamburg Illall R - 320 3 1
do. by British mail in American packet.,.. e - 21 2 -
do. do. British packete.ee v - 5 2 d
Wurtemberg, Prussian elosed mail....... - *30 6 4
do. Freneh mail oo 2| 42 - 4
do. by Bremen or Hamburg m'nl - *15 3 |-
Yanaon, French wail..... AT PP *20 | *60 - 3
Sec. 146.—UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAIN.
. *94 cents, (Cuhforma, Oregon, and W"ashmgton'
Great Britain and Ireland by either exeepted,) 5 cents to be added when toor
United States or British line.. ... from California, Oregon, or Washington.

Prepayment optional.

On either a letter or paclet of any weight the whole postage or none at all should ba
prepaid. Ifanything less than the whole is prepaid, no account is taken of it, and i
is entirely lost to the sender.

In respect to British Mails, where the official postage entries on the letters veceived
are in red ink, the letter is to be considered as paid, and is to be delivered accmdmgly,
where in Dlack ink, as unpaid, and the postage is to be collected. Postage in
such cases is either wholly paid or wholly unpaid. The credit and debit figures on
such letters show, on paid letters, the amount to be credited to the United States; on
unpaid letters, the amount charged to'the United States by England; and these figures,
3 cents,” € 19 cents,” “¢5 cents,’” ¢4 21 cents,’” &e., are solely for the convenience
of the exchange offices in keeping the account with the British Post Office.

Newspapers 2 cents each, prepayment required.  Pamphlets and periodicals 2 cen
each, if not weighing over two ounces, and 4 cents an ounce or fraction of an ounce if
they exceed two ounces, to be collected in all cases in the United States. All such
printed matter is subject to like additional charges in Great Britain, each country
collecting its own postage on printed matter, whether the same is sent or reccived.
No pamphlet can be sent weighing over 8 ounces, and no periodical over 16 ounces,
withoutbeing subject to letter postage. Neither pamphlets nor periodicals are entitled
to conveyance through England, except such as are addressed to France, Algeria, or
cities of Turkey, Syria, and Egypt, in whi¢h France has post offices. 4

The United States exchange offices for British Mails are New York, Boston, Phll-
adelphia, and San Francisco. Portland is also an exchange office for mails tmnar
mitted by direct lines of steamers between Portland and Liverpool.



POSTAGES TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 85

Sec. 1471.—UNITED STATES AND FRANCE.

. . . #15 cents the single letter of £ ounce or under,
F%ﬁzﬂ“”%rﬁggﬁmz’rb%r.r?lggﬁr Eﬂ;{t:;i between any part of the United States and
diroot ) P 4 its Territories and France or Algeria.

- direct or through England........ Prepayment optional

~ On either a letter or packet of any weight the whole postage or none at all should be
prepaid.  No account is taken of prepayments of fractional parts of a single rate.

- Inrespect to French mails, where the official postage entries on the letters received
are in red ink, with the impression (P D) also stamped in red ink, the letter is to be
tonsidered as paid, and is to be delivered accordingly; on the contrary, when the
official entries are in black ink, the letter is to be considered as unpaid, and the postage
is to be collected. The credit and debit figures on such letters show, on the paid
letters, the amount to be credited to the United States; on the unpaid letters, the
tmount charged to the United States by France; and these figures, 3 cents,” ¢ 6
ents,” ‘9 cents,”” 12 cents,’’ &c., are solely for the convenience of the exchange
ofiges in keeping the account with the French office.

Newspapers, periodical works, books stitched or bound, pamphlets, catalogues,
Dapers of music, prospectuses, circulars, and all other kinds of printed matter addressed
toFrance, Algeria, or cities of Turkey, Syria, and Egypt, in which France has post
tes, (viz: Alexandria, Alexandretta, Beyrout, Constantinople, Dardanelles, Galatz,
lipoli, Ibraila, Ineboli, Jaffa, Kerassund, Latakia, Messina in Asiatic Turkey,
iylene, Rhodes, Salonica, Samsoun, Sinope, Smyrna, Sulina, Trebizond, Tripoli
b Syria, Tultcha, Varna, and Volo,) can be dispatched to France direct, or by way
of England, on prepayment of the United States postage, viz: newspapers 2 cents
#aeh; periodical works, catalogues, or pamphlets, 1 cent an ounce or fraction of an
nce; and all other kinds of printed matter the same as domestic rates, to be in all
tases collected in the United States, whether sent or received. France in like manner
ollects its own postage on all kinds of printed matter, whether sent or received.
he United States exchange offices for French mails are New York, Boston, Phila~
delphia, and San Francisco.

.
Sec. 148.—UNITED STATES AND PRUSSIA.

German-Austrian  Postal Union, by under, from orto any part of the United
tlosed mail, from New York or Boston, J States and its Territories, Prepayment
‘ optional.

russia and all States belonging to thel*l}ﬂ cents the single letter of 1 ounce or

On either a letter or packet of any weight the whole postage, or none at all, should
eprepaid.  No account is taken of fractional parts of a single rate. Prepaid letters
ite stamped in red, and unpaid letters in black ink, in like manner as the English and
French letters are stamped.

Newspapers sent in the Prussian closed mail are chargeable with a postage of 6
ats each, prepayment compulsory, being in full to destination to any part of the
itrman-Austrian Postal Union. Newspapers received come fully prepaid at same

nite of postage, and are deliverable without charge.
9
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Sec. 149.—UNITED STATES AND GERMANY, vie HAMBURG OL. BREMEN.

Single rate of letter postage to Bremen or Hamburg, dircet, 10 cents, and 15 cents
to all other places in the German-Austrian Postal Union. Prepayment optional,

Newspapers sent from the United States by the Bremen or
Hamburg line, 3 cents each.  Prepayment vequired. This

Postage on printed pays to any part of the German-Austrian Postal Union,
matiter by the New | Newspapers received by the Bremen or Hamburg line are in

York and Bremen like manner prepaid in Germany.

line, or by the New [ On pamphlets, magazines, and other printed matter, 1 cent
York and Hamburg an ounce or fraction of an ounce must be prepaid at the
line, direct.vaseran. mailing office when sent fram, and collected at the office of
delivery when received in, the United States. This is the

) United States postage only. ;

Sec. 150.—T'0 THE BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN PROVINCES. ¢

Canada, New Brunswick, | #10 cents for a single letter when not over 3,000 miles

Cape Breton, Prince [Ed- from the line of crossing;
ward’s Island, Nova Sco- [ *15 cents when distance exceeds 3,000 miles.  Pre
tia, and Newfoundland. .. payment optional, .

Newspapers and periodicals published in the United States and sent to regular
subscribers in the British North American Provinces, or published in those Provinces
and sent to regular subseribers in the United States, are chargzeable with the regula
prepaid quarterly rates of United States postage, to and from the line; which postage
must be collected at the office of mailing in the United States on matter sent, and ab
the office of delivery in the United States on matter received, In like manner, such
matter, if transient, is chargedble with the regular domestic transient printed matter
rates to and from the line, to be collected at the office of mailing or delivery in the
United States, as the case may be. Editors, however, may exchange free of expense

Letters received from Canada, to which are affixed United States postage stamps af

without charge by the United States offices.

SEc. 151.—T0 THE WEST INDI2 ISLANDS, §c. :

ing office does not exceed 2,500 miles;
Honduras. . cevivcuiinniessinanass and
St. Juan, (Nicaragua). ceveerevanenesss [44 cents where distance exceeds 2,50
Venezueln. oovvvuviiiiiiiniiessmnesane miles.  Prepayment required — being
St. Thomas,f &c.vvvrvvviinrerasansss ]  United States and British postage.

UDA. s v s svenvcncinonsscnsansiannes

West India Islands, (not British,) exceptl 34 cents where distance from the

Newspapers sent, 6 cents each; prepayment required. On papers received, the ralg
to be collected is 2 cents only, the British postage being prepaid. ;

. .
 To St. Thomas and the other Danish Islands, by United States packet to Kingston, the single rate
18 cents under 2,500 miles, and 28 ¢ents over 2,500 miles. Prepayment required. T
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Sec. 152.—7T0 THE SOUTH PACIFIC. L)
Guayaquil, (Ecuador) ......... .
LY 17C FO ¢ o ceraans

E:blg"l{?ez (B(()]I:JWB """" “"t*** | 34 cents on letters sent; being the United States
Copia 0nen E(‘:hlij‘) ......... . and foreign postage. , Prepayment required.
Hul;scr:) t A, o 10 cents on lt.llexs:ccewcd being the United States
quui;nbo ceseldOnean.. cereneinas posiage only.

- Valparaiso....doaceiinannenn..
St lago.. . oons o ]

Newspapers sent, 6 cents; and newspapers received, 2 cents each; to be collected in
the United States.

Payta....... (Pern)eeveesmans .
Lambayeque..do. .. ...
Huanchaco...do......... apeeenn
Casma, veweedoeeiiiinans .
Huacho.......do. . cucuen pravens

22 cents on letters senf; being the United States
| and foreign postage. Prepayment vequired.
10 cents on letters received; being the United States
) postage only.

Newspapers sent, 6 cents; and newspupers received, 2 cents each; td be collected in
the United States.

Carthagena, (New Grnnada) .«+..) 18 cents on letters senk; bemg the United States
(111 WA [+ NP and foreign postage. Prepayment required.
uenaventura ... .do...oeea... 10cents on letters received; being the United States
nta Marth. . . .d0n eeenssseeser postage only.

. ‘Newspapers sent, 6 cents; and newspapers received, 2 cents; to be collected in the
United States.

Sec. 153.—T0 THE SANDWICH ISLANDS, &c.

Chinlseesssssnrmeesnmonansnananans creeen
New South Wales, e eeeeievenninarnrnneanons
Sendwich Islands. ... oo iiiiiniinaean,
Bymail to San Francisco, thence by private ship,

10 cents being the United States
postage to San Francisco. Pre-
payment required.

. Newspapers and periodicals must be prepaid the regular domestic rates to San
Francisco. The rate payable on letters at the point of destination in the Sandwich
Islands is 5 cents, and on newspapers 2 cents each. In China and New South Wales
the ship postage, it is understood, is comparatively trifling.

Sec. 154,—ROUTES OF TRANSMISSION, §c.

To prevent mistakes at the exehange offices, it is desirable that the particular routes
by which letters are to be forwarded from the United States to Europe should be dis-
"iiuctly written on the covers. Letters intended for transmission in the open mail te
. England, should bear the direetion, *“ open mail via England;® if for transmission in
the French mail, they should be directed, *¢ via France in French mail;”* if for trans-
mission by closed mail to Prussia, they should be directed, **via Prussian closed mail;"

g%
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and if for transmission by the New York and Bremen line to Bremen, or by the New
York and Hamburg line to Hamburg, they should be directed, ¢ via Bremen,” or
““ via Hamburg.”’

It is important that letters addressed to Germany and other European countries via
France, where the single rate per quarter ounce is 21 cents, should be plainly marked
to be sent via France, otherwise they may be missent in the open mail to Liverpool
by United States packet, the 21 cent rate per half ounce being also chargeable on
letters thus forwarded.

SEc. 155, —REGISTRATION OF LETTERS.

VaLUvABLE LETTERS, addressed to Germany, or any part ‘of the Grerman-Austrian -
Postal Union, by the Bremen line via New York, or by the Prussian closed mail via
New York and Boston, as also letters addressed to Great Britain and Canada, will be
registered on the application of the person posting the same, in the same manner and
on the same terms as those deliverable in the United States, provided that the full |
postage chargeable thereon to destination, together with a registration fee of five cents on r:
each letter, is prepaid at the mailing office. Such letters should be mailed and for:
warded to the respective United States exchange offices in the same manner as domestio
registered letters are mailed to those offices. d

Sec. 156.—HOW DEAD REGISTERED LETTERS ARE TO BE RETURNED.

‘When dead registered letters, foreign and domestic, are returned to the Dead Leite
Office at Washington, they should be put up in a separate bundle with the Quarterl
Returns, and marked ¢ Third Assistant Postmaster General,’” ¢ Registered Letters,”

A dead letter bill or statement should accompany each bundle so returned, contain-
ing the address, registered number, and the amount of postage, paid or due, on each
and every letter contained therein.

Sec. 157.—RULE OF RATING LETTERS, §c. *

All letters to and from foreign countries {France and the British North American
Provinces excepted) are to be charged with single rate of postage, if not exceeding
the weight of half an ounce; double rate if exceeding half an ounce, but not exceeding
an ounce; guadruple rate, if exceeding an ounce, but not exceeding two ounces; and
80 on, charging two rates for every ounce or fractional part of an ounce over the first
ounce. As this rule differs from that followed in respect to domestic letters, great care
is requisite to prevent mistakes. Lettersin the mail to France are to be charged with
single rate of postage if not exceeding the weight of one quarter ounce; double rate
if exceeding a quarter, but not exceeding half an ounce; and so on, an additional
rate being charged for each quarter ounce or fractional partof a quarter ounce. Letters |
addressed to the British North American Provinces are rated in the same manner as
domestic letters, one rate being charged for each half ounce or fractional part of half i
an ounce. Postmasters should be careful, where the postage is prepaid, to collect the
proper amount. They should be particular to notice the »oute indicated on the envel-
opes of letters, and to collect postage accordingly. Letters mailed at some offices,
marked *“ vie England,” or *“ via Prussian closed mail,” for a German State, are fre-

|
|
|
]
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quently taken upon the prepayment of Bremen rates, and those marked ¢ vie Bremen’’
at Prussian closed mail rates, &c.

Sec.158. If letters for foreign countries, marked * Paid,’” are dropped into the
post office without being paid, the Postmaster will erase the word ‘¢ Paid,”” and write
on the back of the letter the words *“ Not Paid,’” with his name and title of postmaster.

Sec. 159.—RULE OF RATING LETTERS GOING VIA4 FRANCE.

In the case of letters to be forwarded in the British mail via * Marseilles,”” the
French postage is rated at 6 cents the quarter ounce, except with reference to letters
for Syria and Tunis, by French packet, when the single French rate is 12 cents.
The French rate on all such letters must therefore be doubled for each quarter of an
ounce in weight.

8ec. 160, The rates by ¢ Freneh mail’’ are in full to destination, except to the

| following places, viz: Aden, Batavia, Ceylon, China, citics of Turkey in Europe,
L except as herein mentioned, via Austria, countries to which correspondence can be
sent via Suez, countries beyond seas via France other than those enumerated, East
* Indies, Gibraltar, Ilong Kong, Java, Mauritius, Montenegro, Penang, Portugal, Isle
of Re-Union, Servia, (except Belgrade,) Shanghai, Singapore, and Spain. The limit
of prepayment to Spain, Portugal, and Gibraltar, is Behobia; to Servia, (except Bel-
grade,) Montenegro, and cities of Turkey in Europe, except as herein mentioned,
- via Austria;’’ the frontier of Turkey and Austria; to Aden, East Indies, Ceylon,
ina, and other countries, via Sucz, the sea-ports of the Indies or of the Sea of China
which the English packets ply; and to places beyond scas other than those desig-
ated, the limit is the port of arrival in the country of destination.
. Sgc. 161. Litters may be forwarded in the French mails to Moldavia, Wallachia,
“ad Turkey in Europe, by way of France and Austria; but the postage thereon.must
inall cases be paid at the place of destination,

Sec. 162 —RATES ON PAMPHLETS, MAGAZINES, §c.

On pamphlets and magazines, to or from the west coast of South America, the
United States postage is 4 cents; and to or from all other foreign countries, (except
Great Britain and the British North American Provinces,) 1 cent an ounce or frac-
tion of an ounce; to be collected in all eases in the United States.

8ec. 163. Newspapers and periodicals to foreign countries (particularly to the con-
tinent of Europe) must be sent in narrow bands, open at the sides or end; otherwise
they are chargeable with letter postage.

CHAPTER XII.
SHIP AND STEAMBOAT LETTERS.

Sec. 164, The terms ship letters and packels, embrace the letters and packets brought
into the United States from foreign countries, or carried from one port in the United
States to another, in any private ship or vessel, before such letters have been mailed.

Sec. 165. The masters of steamboats under contract with the Department will
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deliver into the post offices, (or to the local agent of the Department, if there be any,)
at the places at which they arrive, all letters received by them, or by any person
employed on their boats, at any point along the route.

Skc. 166. Masters or managers of all other steamboats are required by law, under
a penalty of thirty dollars, to deliver all letters brought by them, or within their care
or power, addressed to or destined for, the places at which they arrive, to the post-
masters at such places; cxcept letlers velating to some part of the cargo, and left unsealed.
All letters not addressed to persons to whom the cargo, or any part of it, is consigned,
are therefore to be delivered into the post office, to be charged with postage.

Sec. 167. Every master of a vessel from a foreign port is bound, immediately on
his arrival at a port, and before he can report, make entry, or break bullk, under a
penalty not to exceed $100, to deliver into the post office all letters brought in his
vessel, directed to any person in the United States, or the Territories thereof, which
are under his eare or within his power, except such letters as relate to the cargo or
some part thereof,

Sec. 168. All ship letters and packets are to be charged with a postage of six cents
each, when delivered from the office at which they are first received; when forwarded
in the mail to other offices, with two cents, in addition to the ordinary rates of post-
age. They should be all marked ¢ Ship,’” at the time of receiving them. This applies
to all letters and packets brought by vessels from foreign countries, as well as those
conveyed from one port to another in the United States, over routes not declared post
roads.

Sec. 169. The above rates of postage are not to be increased on letters and packets,
carried in a private ship or vessel, from one port in the United States to another,
though a pert of the voyage be over a water declared to be a post road. Thus, the
Mississippi river, from New Orleans to the mouth, is a post road; yet letters carried
by ship between New Orleans and any other port in the United States, are subject to
the usual ship letter postage. But if the whole of the water between any two ports be
a post road by law, then inland postage will be charged.

Sec. 170. It is the special duty of the postmaster at a port where vessels may enter
to see that this law is strictly observed and enforced.

Sec. 171. Every such postmaster will obtain from the master of the ship or vessel
a certificate specifying the number of letters, with the name of the ship or vessel,and
place from which she last sailed; and upon each letter which has not been before
railed,and whicl: shall be delivered into his office for mailing, he shall pay to the said
master or owner two cents, and take his receipt therefor, except at the ports on Lake
Erie, where one cent will be paid.

Sec. 172. If the letters be delivered intd*the post office by a passenger or sailor, and
not in behalf of the master, nothing is to be paid for them; they are, nevertheless, to
Li» charged with ship letter postage, and the number entered in the account of ship
letters, with the name of the vessel in which they were brought.

Sge. 173. Masters of foreign packets are not to be paid anything for letters delivered
into the office; such letters are, notwithstanding, to be charged with postage when
delivered from the office or forwarded by mail.

Skc. 174. Upon letters and packets received from the masters, clerks, or other
eraployés of steamboats on waters deemed post roads, the persons addressed will be
chiarged, when delivered to them, the same postage as if the letters and packets had
Leen conveyed in the mail overland, although not conveyed under an arrangement with
the Department,

Sec. 175. If a letter be received as above, to be sent in the mail to another office,
there will be charged the proper rate of postage for the distance between the place at
which the letter was placed on board the boat, and the office to which it is addressed.
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Letters brought by steamboats should be marked ¢ Steamboat,’’ at the time of receiving
them.
| Skc. 176, All letters placed on a mail steamboat, on which the mails are in charge
| of aroute agent, should go into the hands of such agent; and on these letters the
master of the vessel is not entitled to receive any compensation. None but prepaid
letters should be received on such steamboat, and these should be duly mailed. Bat
should any chance to be unpaid, they should be deposited by the route agent in the
post office at or nearest the point at which they are received, where the postmaster
will treat them in all respects as other unpaid letters.

Sec. 177. For every letter received by a postmaster at a sea-port, to be conveyed
toa foreign country, by transient vessels from such port, there shall be paid to the
postmaster 1 cent.

Sec. 178. In like manner, when practicable, all letters should be prepaid which are
received by steamboats or other vessels not in the mail service, or carrying the mail
with no route agent on board. "'When prepaid, the master of the vessel, if under con-
tract to carry the mail, may receive one cent *“ way,’” and if not undeg contract with
the Department, two cents each from the postmaster in whose office he deposits them;
and they should be delivgred to their address without any charge beyond the amount
prepaid. But if unpald’they should be treated as ship letters, and are chargeable as
such with a postage of six cents, if delivered at the office at which the vessel shall
arrive, and with two cents in addition to the ordinary rate of postage if destined to be
conveyed by post to another place. In the latter case, the master of the vessel is
entitled to receive two cents a letter.

Sec. 179. Persons desirous to send their letters by stecamboats can most read:ly
‘accomplish their object by inclosing such letters in the stamped envelopes issued by
the Department, inasmuch as letters so inclosed may be conveyed out of the mail
without a violation of law, and need not be delivered to the postmaster on the arrival
of the vessel.
~ Skc. 180, The account of steamboat letters received, stating the sums paid for them
- and the postage chargeable thereon, is to be kept in the account of Ship and Sleamboat
Letters Received.

—

CHAPTER Xl1I1.
ADVERTISING LETTERS.

' 8ec.181. When the grossreceipts of the post office for the then next preceding quarter
shall not have exceeded §500,-the postmaster shall advertise such uncalled-for letters
once in six weeks only; when such gross receipts shall have exceeded $500, and have
not exceeded $1,000, the postmaster shall advertise once a month only; when such
gross receipts shall have exceeded $1,000, and shall not have exceeded $7,500, the
postmaster shall advertise twice a month; and when such gross receipts shall have
exceeded $7,500, the postmaster shall advertise once aweek. The following additional
 instructions on the subject will be observed:

1. Such advertisements are to be inserted in one newspaper only, which must be
rinted in the city,town, or village,in which the post office is situated, and must have
 the largest circulation within the range of delivery of said office of any paper issued
weekly or oftener, printed in such city, town, or village. Should the publisher of
such paper refuse to give such list of letters one insertion, at one cent for each letter,

-

o .
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the postmaster will designate for this service some other paper published in the same
place. He is also required to post in a conspicuous place in his office a copy of such
list on the day or the day after the publication thereof.

2. If there is no newspaper printed in the city, town, or village, where the post
office is kept, or if the publishers of all the papers printed shall refuse to advertise
the letters for the sum above mentioned, then manuseript lists of them are to be made
out and posted in such public places in the town and neighborhood as shall appear
best adapted for the information of the parties concerned.

3. In case of question or dispute, as to the civculation of any paper claiming the
advertisement of the uncalled-for letters, it shall be the duty of the postmaster, on the
first Monday of January, in each year hereafter, to receive evidence and decide upon
the fact; such decision shall remain for one year, unless, for good cause, the Postmaster
General shall otherwise order; and the evidence upon which the postmaster decidesto
give the printing to a particular paper shall always be open to inspection.  In all such
cases the postmaster shall, at least one week prior to the day of receiving such
evidence, fix and define the limits and boundaries of the territory deemed by him to
be embraced within the range of the delivery of his office, by a plain and intelligible
written statement, to be signed by him and filed in his office; and of which every
person claiming the advertisement shall be entitled to take &copy. Such postmaster
shall require, as a part of the evidence on which he is to make his decision,an
affidavit of the proprietor or printer of such newspaper for which the advertisement
is claimed, or of the clerk or foreman in the office of such paper, showing his means
of knowledge in respect to the circulation of such newspaper within the limits of the
district so embraced in the range of the delivery of such office, and stating the average,
actual, ordinary, and bona fide circulation of each regular issue of such paper within
such district for the four weeks ending on the Saturday next prior to the day on which
such evidence is received; and that such circulation has not, during said four weeks,
been inereased by any gratuitous circulation, by a reduction in price below the ordi-
nary and usual price of such paper, or by any other extraordinary means, for the
purpose, in whole or in part, of obtaining any list or lists of uncalled-for letters for
publication; and such average, actual, ordinery, and bona fide eirculation of each
regular issue of such paper for such four wecks, as established by such affidavit and
the other evidence submitted to such postmaster, shall be deemed the circulation on
which the question of the greater circulation shall be determined. Other evidence, in
addition to such affidavit, in corroboration thereof, or in contradiction of the same,
may be submitted by any party interested in the decision.

4. Refused letters are not to be advertised, nor those which the postmaster expects
will be immediately taken from the offices

5. Drop and box letters, circulars, free packets containing printed documents,
speeches or other printed matter, are not to be advertised.

6. When authority for the publication of lists of foreign letters in a newspaper
printed in a foreign language is deemed advisable, the postmaster must make a special
application for the necessary order to publish in such paper.

7. All orders for publication of these lists of uncalled-for letters in more than one
newspaper are vacated and annulled. The present law authorizes a single publication
in one paper only.

8. When daily, semi-weekly, tri-weekly, or weekly papers are issued from the
same office, the proprietor must not be allowed to aggregate the circulation of such
papers, but the single circulation of cach issue of the particular paper for which hes
claims the publication. Whether the paper is issued daily, tri-weekly, semi-weekly,
or weekly, must be shown, and the advertisement inserted in the particular paper
which has the largest circulation.
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Sgc. 182. One eent only is allowed for advertising each letter, and the printer’s
receipt must stafe the number of lelters and the amount paid for advertising.

Sec. 183. The whole amount paid for advertising must be charged on No. 10 of
the account current. .

Sec. 184. The cost of advertising must be marked upon each letter advertised, and
be collected with the postage.

CHAPTER XIV,
DEAD LETTERS.

Skc. 185, Dead letters ave such as have been advertised and have remained on hand
three months or longer. ‘

Sec. 186. Bnt letters refused, or which cannot be delivered, are also to be considered
| dead letters, and forwarded to the Department at the end of each month, without
being advertised. Also those held up for the payment of the postage, and not
attended to, and those attempted to be sent with stamps previously used. On all
such letters the reasons for returning should be written; say, ¢ refused,” ¢ person
addressed moved away,’” or * deceased,” or ““letter held for postage,”” as the case
may be. -This class of letters must be stamped, or post-marked, with date of return,
&, on the sealed side, in the same manner as dead letters.

‘8rc. 187. All letters from foreign countries, including those from the British North
American Provinces, should be returncd at the expiration of one month after having
been duly advertised.

Sec. 188. Letters for foreign countries which cannot be forwarded without prepay-
ment of postage; letters not addressed, or so badly directed that their destination
annot be ascertained, and letters addressed to places where there are no post offices,
must be returned to the Department monthly with the ¢ refused’ and ¢ foreign dead
letters. ”?

Sec. 189. At the end of each quarter, all dead letters then on hand, including such
aare mentioned in the four preceding scetions, and were not returned in the first two
months of the quarter, must be forwarded to the Department in the regular quarterly
return, with a dead letter bill, showing the whole number then sent, as well as those
¢ sent in the two previous months. Any special reasons why such letters are not
delivered should be indorsed on the letters. .

8ec. 190. The postages on dead letters returned to the Department should include
the amount paid for advertising the same, and be credited on No. 12 of the account
current.

Sec. 191. When refused letters, or letters which cannot be delivered, or letters from
foreign countries, or any such as are mentioned in See. 188, are returned to the Depart-
ment monthly, the postmaster should not omit to note on the dead letter bill for the
last month of the quarter the amount of the bills returned for each of the two preceding
months, so as to give a complete dead letter bill for the whole quarter, corresponding in
amount with the credit claimed for dead letters in his quarterly account current. All
ead letter bills are to be mude in duplicate, and one of each retained by the post-
master.

Na*192. The dead letter bill should be so made up as to show the number of unpaid
' letters of cach rate, the number of paid letters of ench rate, the number of drop letters,
the number of unpaid foreign letters and their rates, the number of paid foreign letters
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and their rates; and each description of dead letters here mentioned should be care-
fully put in separate parcels, and the whole tied in one bundle.

Sec. 193. If the dead letters at any office be so numerous as to make' it necessnryto
put them in several bundles, the bundles should be rumbered consecutively, beginning
with No. 1, and the dead letter bills should always be put in the last number, which
should be marked ¢ Bitl.”

Sec. 194, No allowance will be made for dead letters returned, unless they are
accompanied by a dead letter bill. f

Sec. 195. When a letter is refused, the word *¢ refused” shouid be at once plainly
written upon it, and the letter put with those to be returned at the end of the month,

Sec. 196. If, previous to its return, the seal of a dead letter be broken by accident,
or by having been delivered to the wrong person, the fact and circumstances must be
noted upon it. 4

Sec. 197. Every dead letter must bear on the sealed side the stamp or post mark of |
the post office by which it is returned, and the date of its return to the Department,

Sec. 198. Dead * Registered Letters’® must be made up in a separate package, with
a separate bill, giving the address and register number of each letter. This package is
to be carefully tied up and sealed. Dead letters conlaining money forwarded to post:
masters (by the Dead Letter Office) for de]ivery to the proper owners, and whicll,'
in consequence of no owner being found, are again returned to the Department, must
never be inclosed will the quarlertj relurns, bnt must be duly registered in the same;
manner as other registerced letters,” They are to be mailed to the postmaster at Washe
ington, District of Columbia, addressed to the Third Assistant Postmaster General,
No registry fee i3 to be charged either in the transeript of mails sent or in the post bilk

Sec. 199. When any dead letter from this Department, or from any other Departs
fent or public office at the seat of Government, is not called for within one month
from the time of its receipt, or when the person addressed is known to be dead, orfo
have moved away, such letter must be returned direct to the Department or public offiee
in which it originated, and should never be sent to the Post Office Department as
dead letter. 1

Sec. 200. Al wnpaid newspapers, pamphlets, and other printed matier, mailed in any,
foreign country, and received at any post office in the United States, which may be
refused, or cannot be delivered as addressed, must be returned to the Department &8
dead matter—in the same manner, and under the same general regulations as applyto,
the return of dead letters, and should be addressed to the Third Jssistant Postmaster.
General, 1

‘CHAPTER XV.
LETTER OARRIERS.

Sec. 201. Postmasters are authorized to employ letter carriers. They are to be
nowinated to, and appointed by the Postmaster General, and are required to give
bonds to the United States, to be approved by him.

Sec. 202. When so appointed and qualified, the postmaster may, at his risk and
responsibility, place in the hands of the carriers for delivery, all letters received,
except such as are for persons who may have lodged with him a written request
retain their letters in the office. .

Src. 203. Such carriers may charge and receive two cents for every letter, and a
half cent for every newspaper, delivered by them, unless otherwise directed by the
Postmaster General.
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Sec. 204. It is the duty of letter carriers to make diligent search for persons to
whom letters are addressed, and to note on those not delivered the reasons: say,
“moved away,”’ ** deceased,”’ &ec., as the facts may be.

CHAPTER XVI.

. LOST LETTERS AND MAIL DEPREDATIONS.

—

Sec. 205. Money and other valuable things, sent in the mail, are at the risk of the
owner. DBut, if they be lost, the Department will make every effort in its power to
discover the cause, and if there has been a theft, to punish the offender.

Sec. 206. Inevery case of loss by mail, whether supposed to be the result of casualty
or of depredation, the Department should be informed without delay, of all the circum-
glances counccted with it. Particular care should be taken to state the name of the
office in which the letter was placed, the day on which it was so placed, and whether
by the writer himself, or by another person, the day on which, if at all, it was actually
mailed, the names of the writer and the person addressed, the amount, and, if prac-
ticable, o particular description of the valuable inclosure, the amount of postage
marked on the letter, and if paid, whether by money, or by stamp, the office to which
addressed, and whether mailed direct thereto, or to what office for distribution, and
the route by which it was sent, with any further particulars that may aid the Depart-
ment in ils investigation respecting the cause of loss,

Sec. 207. No reported loss will be investigated by an agent, unless satisfactory
evidence is produced, either by the certificate of the postmaster, or some other disin-
terested individual that the money or other valuable thing was deposited in the post
office.

Sgc. 208. All necessary expenses that may be incurred in recovering the mail, and
in apprehending the robber, will be reimbursed by the Department.

8kc. 209. In some cases it may be proper to offer a reward, not to exceed fifty
dollars, payable on conviction, for the apprehension of the criminal.

Sec. 210. In every case when the criminal is apprehended, the attorney of the
United States for the district in which the offense was committed, should be promptly

.~ informed of the facts, and his advice obtained.

8ec. 211, If the prosecution be had before the Federal court for the district, as it
should be in all cases, and must be when State officers refuse to act, the attorney of
the United States will conduct it. .

Sec. 212. Persons arrested for mail depredations should in all cases, when it is
practicable, be taken before a district or a circuit judge, or a commissioner of the
United States, for examination and commitment.

Sec. 213. In every caseit is expected that postmasters will spare no excrtions to
have justice done, and the guilty punished, by procuring testimony, and giving the

. prosecution every other aid in their power,

Sec. 214. Cases of mail robbery should be at once reported to the Department, and
information given, from time to time, of what further transpires respecting them.

Sec. 215. At all large offices at which daily mails from other large offices are
received, care should be talen to note the fact, if the usual mail from any of those
offices fail for any given day to arrive, and if subsequent mails arrive, leaving that for

& preceding day still due, the mailing office should immediately be written to for
information whether such mail as that supposed to be missing was actually sent; and
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if the answer be in the affirmative, a report of the loss should, without further delay,
be made to the Department.

Skc. 216. If a postmaster hes reason to believe that a mail has been robbed or stolen,
in the vicinity of his office, he should at once examine into the evidence of the fact;
and if satisfied that such robbery or theft has actually occurred, should take imme-
diate and energetic measures for recovering the mail, and for apprehending and pros-
ecuting the offender.

Sec. 217. The postmaster, or one of his assistants, in all cases, immediately before
the office is swept or otherwise cleared of rubbish, is to collect and examine the waste
paper which has accumulated therein, in order to guard against the possibility of loss
of letters or other mail matter, which may have fallen on the floor, or have been
intermingled with such waste paper during the transaction of business. The obsery-
ance of this rule is strictly enjoined upon all postmasters, and its violation will consti-
tute a grave offense. Postmasters should be careful to use, in mailing letters or
packets, all wrapping paper fit to be used again; and the sale of any such paper is
strictly forbidden.

CHAPTER XVII.

WAY LETTERS, ROUTE AGENTS, LOCAL AGENTS, AND MAIL
MESSENGERS.

Sec. 219. Way letters are such letters as a mail carrier receives on his way between
two post offices. The carrier will deliver them to the first post office at which he
arrives. The postmaster will rate them with postage, writing against the rate the
word *¢ way.”’

Sec. 220. If such way letters are within the delivery of the office, the amount of
their postage is to be noted on one of the bills received by the same post, and when
the bills in the account of mails received are entered, such amount of postage in the
column headed waey letter, is to be entered also.

Sec. 221. If any of these way letters are not to be delivered by the postmaster,
their postage is not to be entered in that column, but the letters are to be included in
the post bill with the other letters for the office to which they are addressed.

Sec. 222. The postmaster will pay the mail carrier one cent if demanded for each
way letter which he delivers to him, and add that cent to the ordinary postage on the
letter.

Sec. 223. It is the duty of a mail carrier to receive and convey a letter, (and the
money or a stamp of suitable denomination for its postage when tendered,) if deliv-
ered to him more than a mile from a post office, and to hand it, with the money or
stamp, into the first post office at which he arrives. A penalty of fifty dollars attaches
on failure to do so. Buta mail carrier has no right, within a mile and within the
delivery of one office, to receive and convey a letter to be mailed at the next office on
& route; nor, unless it be in a proper stamped envelope, has he any right to mail
such letter, at any other office than the first one he reaches on his route after having
received it. :

Sec. 224, On railroad and steamboat routes it is the duty of route agentsmmlTo
receive letters written after the mail has closed, and way letters prepaid by stamps;
to mail and post-bill said letters, and direct them to the proper office for delivery or
distribution, and to report a list of all such letters to the Contract Office. 2d. To
assort the mails for the several offices, being intrusted with the key to the iron lock
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for that purpose. 3d. To attend to the delivery and reception of mail bags. 4th. To
report to the Inspection Office all irvegularities of service on the route, especially
every instance in which they fail to receive or deliver a mail where one is due, with
the causes of such failure—which, if not known, must be ascertained by inquiry.

Sec. 225. In connection with the same class of routes, mail messengers, in certain
cases, are appointed to carry the mail to and from post offices, when such offices are
more than cighty rods from the steamboat landing or railroad station.

Sec. 226. The following regulations apply to mail messenger service:

1. Mail messengers are not required to execute a contract, and are not appointed for
a definite period.

2. Such service is not to be employed without express authority from the Contract
Office.

3. The railroad and steamboat contractors are to have it performed at all offices
within a quarter of a mile of their depots, stations, or landings, as well as at the
terminal offices of their routes.

4. The compensation of messengers engaged by the Department is always limited
to the net yield of the offices supplied.

5. Postmasters cannot draw pay for the performance of such duty.

Sec. 227. Route agents, mail messengers, and local agents, must take the usual
oaths of office, and transmit them to the Inspection Office. They are thereupon
exempt, as mail carriers, from militia and jury duty.

CHAPTER XVIII,

THE FRANKING PRIFILEGE.

Sec. 228. The right to send and receive letters and packets through the mail free of
postage is held either as a personal privilege or as an official trust for the maintenance
of official correspondence. In both its forms the right varies in respect to different
classes of officers and individuals, in the kind as well as weight of matters which may
be 50 sent or received. An interchange between publishers of pamphlets, periodicals,
magazines, and newspapers, of their respective publications, isallowed for the purpose
of promoting the dissemination of that kind of information of which they are the
vehicles.

Sec. 229. The following officers and persons enjoy the right as a personal privilege,
subject in the case of some of them to the several restrictions stated and annexed:

1. The President and Vice President of the United States; the individuals who at
former periods have filled the office of President and Vice President; Mrs. Flarrison,
Mrs. Polk, relicts of former Presidents. Restricted in the case of the Vice President
or ex-Vice Presidents to letters and packets not weighing over two ounces and to
public documents.

9. Members of Congress and Delegates from Territories, during their term of office,
and until the first Monday of December after its expiration. Restricted to letters and
packets not exceeding two ounces in weight, and publicdocuments. Public documents
are those printed by the order of either House of Congress, and publications and books
procured or purchased by Congress or either House for the use of the members.

3. The Secretary of the Senate and the Clerk of the House of Representatives,
during their official terms. Restricted as members of Congress and Delegates.

4. Every postmaster whose commissions for the previous fiscal year, ending 30th
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June, did not exceed $200. Restricted to sending letters written by himself on his
private business, and receiving written communications addressed to himself on his
private business; such letters or written communications not to exceed half an ounce
in weight. He cannot, therefore, receive or send free any description of printed
matter. He cannot frank or receive free letters written by or addressed to his wife or
any other member of his family, or by or to a firm of which he is a member. Neither
is he authorized to frank letters containing money or other things, nor letters written
by himself on the business of others, whether they be letters of subscription to editors
or publishers, or other description. The penalty for a violation of this law is $300.

Sec. 230. By the following ofiicers the privilege is held in trust for the maintenance
of correspondence required in the performance of official duty:

1. The Secretaries of the Departments; Postmaster General and Attorney General
of the United States; the First and Second Comptrollers of the Treasury; the Solicitor
of the Treasury; the Auditors of the Treasury; the Treasurer of the United States; the
Register of the Treasury; the Assistant Secretary of State; the Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury; the Commissioner of the General Land Office; the Commissioner
of Customs; the Commissioner of Patents; the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; the
Commissioner of Pensions; the Assistant Postmasters General; the Adjutant General
of the Army; the Quartermaster General; the Inspector General; the Commissary
General of Subsistence; the Paymaster General; the Chicf Engineer; the Surgeon
General; the Colonel of Ordnance; the Chiefs of Bureaus of the Navy Department;
and the Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent of the Coast Survey—restricted
to letters and packets relating to their official duties, those sent to be marked or
stamped ¢ official business,’” and this declaration to be subscribed by the officer with
a designation of his ofice. In the case of the heads of Decpartments alone, this
declaration may be subscribed under their direction by their respective Chief Clerks,

2. The Governors of States to the Governors of other States—restricted to laws
and reports, bound or unbound, records and documents of the State, which the Legis-
lature thereof may direct to be sent to the Executive of other States.

3. All postmasters, whether their commissions exceed or fall short of $200 per
annum—restricted to letters and packets relating exclusively to the business of'w eir
offices or the Post Office Department.

Note.—They must be marked ¢ Post Office Business,”” and this declaration sub-
scribed by the postmaster himself, with a designation of his office.

Sec. 231. Publishers of pamphlets, periodicals, magazines, and newspapers, not
exceeding sixteen ounces in weight, may exchange their publications reciprocally free,
and may send their bills for subscriptions to their publications inclosed in them without
additional postage—restricted to one copy each of each publication.

Sec. 232. It is the practice of many to address their hand bills and. newspapers in
the nature of circulars or hand bills to postmasters, by which means they give them
an extensive circulation free of postage. This is an abuse which must be corrected.
In every instance where a postmaster receives a communication, addressed to him as
postmaster, which is of a private character, and designed to promote private interests,
with an evident intention of giving circulation to it, without paying postage, he will
return the same to the person who sent it, under a new envelope, with the charge of
Jetter postage indorsed.

Sec. 233. If the name of the individual franking a letter be known as the hand-
writing o a person entitled to frank, the letter may be regarded as free, although the
style of his office be omitted.

Sec. 234. No postmaster or other privileged person can authorize his assistant,
clerk, or uny other person to write his name for the purpose of franking any letter,
public or private.
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Sec. 235. The personal privilege of franking travels with the person possessing it,

and can be exercised in but one place at the same time.

Sec. 236. No postmaster or privileged person can leave his frank behind him upon
envelopes to cover his correspondence 1n his absence.

Sec. 237. If letters or papers be put into & post office bearing the frank of a priv-
ileged person who notoriously has not been in that vicinity for several days; or if
letters or papers marked free, be received at an office, directed to a privileged person,
but notoriously intended to be received by some person not privileged, whether acting
as the agentof the privileged person or not, it is the duty of the postmasters to treat
them as unpaid,

8ec. 238. If any letter to or from a privileged person, be put into or received ata
post office, of greater weight than such person has a right by law to frank, the post-
master will charge the excess with leiter postage.

Sec. 239. It being impracticable in all cases to determine what postmasters are
entitled to receive their private communications free, a manuseript letter addressed to
apostmaster should not be detained in the mailing ofiice, for the reason that the post-

- age on it isnot prepaid, exceptin cases where it is known that the postmaster addressed

is not entitled to receive his private letters free. And if letters to any postmaster are
known to relate exclusively to ¢ post office business,”” being so superseribed, they should
be mailed frec.

Sec. 240. Any postmaster receiving a letter free, which should have been charged
with postage, is bound by his oath of office to charge himself with such postage in his
account with the Department.

8ec. 241. Posumasters are required to report to the Department all violations of the
franking privilege.

8ec. 242. The law, fixing the penalty for violation at fifty dollars, provides ¢ that
Do postmaster or assistant postmaster shall act as agent for lottery offices, orfunder
any color of purchase, or otherwise, vend lottery tickets,’” and that ¢“ no postmaster
shall receive free of postage, or frank lottery schemes, circulars or tickets.” There-:
forg, all such lottery schemes, circulars, or tickets, addressed either to a postmaster or
agaisant postmaster, must hereafter be excluded from the mail, together with all other
‘transient matter of this kind, addressed simply to an office, or ** box” in an office, and
not to any individual,

Sec. 243 If any person shall counterfeit the handwriting or frank of a person
entitled to the franking privilege, or cause the same to be done, in order to avoid the
payment of postage, each person so offending is liable to a fine of $500.

Sec. 244, Properly franked mail matter, or mail matter addressed to a person
enjoying the franking privilege, is entitled to be carried free in the mail when ¢ for-
warded’ to the person elsewhere, as well as in its transportation simply to the office
to which originally addressed.

Sec. 245. If a postmaster, having the franking privilege, franks matter which

~ exceeds half an ounce in weight, and which does not relate exclusive to the business

of his office, or of the Post Office Department, the excess is chargeable with postage;
and if not so charged at the mailing office, the charge should be made at the office of
delivery. Postmasters® assistentsarc forbidden by law to exercise the franking privilege
under any circumstances.

Sec. 246. Postmasters are particularly referred to the provisions of the 28th section
‘of the act of 1825, and the 36Gth section of the act of 2d July, 1836, relating to the
abuses of the franking privilege. A violation of law in this respeet should be reported
to the Department, and, when sufficient evidence can be obtained, a prosecution for

the penalty should be instituted by the postmaster,

Sec. 247. Penalties attach, whenever a person franks a letter from another, unless
written on the business of his office by his order. .
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Sec. 248. If any person shall frank any letter or letters, other than those written
by himself, or by his order on the business of his office, he shall, on conviction thereof,
pay a fine of ten dollars.

Sec. 249. A penalty of $300 attaches to the Assistant Postmasters General and
postmasters, for every false indorsement of a letter or packet.

Sec. 250. If any person, having the right to receive his letters free of postage, shall
receive, inelosed to him, any letter or packet addressed to a person not having that
vight, it shall be his duty to retarn the same to the post office, marking thereon the
place from whence if came, that it may be charged with postage.

Sec. 251. In prosecuting for the penalties, postmasters will obtain the aid of the
district attorney of the United States; and for that purpose report to him the circutn-
stances, and the name of the witnesses, in each case; and they will cause the proceed-
ings to be instituted in the district court of the United States, not only against those
who abuse their frank, but also against those who procure it to be done.

Scc. 252, One half of the penalties collected for the violations of the franking
privilege go to the prosecutor, and the other half to the United States, and are to be
paid over and accounted for to the Postmaster General. They may be sued for before
the circuit and district courts of the United States.

CHAPTER XIX.
ACCOUNTS AND PAPERS TO BE RETURNED BY POSTMASTERS,

Sec. 253. The accounts, and papers connected therewith, to be returned by post-
masters to the Post Office Department, are of four classes, as follows:

1. The quarterly account current, accompanied by transcripts of mails sent and
received, and of registered letters and newspapers.

2. The commission account, returned by offices at which the commissions and
surplus emoluments of the postmasters exceed $500 per quarter.

3. The emolument account, exhibiting the postmasters’ receipts from box rents,
branch offices, &ec.

4. The General Account Current in which postmasters charge themselves with the
postage balances due the United States, and all sums collected, or received on deposit
on account of the Department.

Sec. 254. At the end of every quarter, which is on the last day of March, June,
September, and December, every postmaster must make up his accounts, and forward
transeripts of them to the Third Assistant Postmaster General. The originals must
be filed by the postmaster with his general account, and will, like it, be held subject
to inspection.

Sec. 255. In case of death, resignation, or removal of a postmaster, or discontinuance
of an office; or in case of the giving of a new official bond in consequence of a change
in the name of an office, the expiration of the term for which the postmaster may
have been appointed, or otherwise, the accounts must be made up to the day (though
it be not the end of the quarter) in which the office ceases to operate, or the new
appointment, or the new hond, as the case may be, takes effect.

Sec. 256. Many postmasters have been in the habit of forwarding to the Department,
contrary to regulation, their original accounts, keeping no duplicate or copy. This
violation of rule cannot be permitted or overlooked. Transeripts or copies only must be

sent, and the original accounts must be carefully preserved for inspection by any agent .

of the Department who may require it.
Scc. 256a. The quarterly account current and all other official papers must be signed
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by the postmaster himself, unless necessarily absent or sick, in which case it may be
signed as follows: A B——,P. M.
by C. D , Assistant P, M.

The blank heading of the account current is to be filled up with the name of the
office, its county, district or parish, and State.

Sec. 257. The accounts of all postmasters are examined and adjusted by the auditor
s they are received, and the errors, if there be any, are carefully corrected, and the
postmaster notified of such as increase by as much as fifty cents, the balance due to
the United States.

Sec. 258. Postmasters, therefore, will understand that any alteration in the balances
of their accounts is oecasioned either by the correction of some numereial error, or
by some deviation on their part from a strict conformity to the law and these instruc-
tions.

Sec. 259. If any postmaster shall neglect to render his accounts for one month after

i the time, and in the form and manner prescribed by law, and by the Postmaster Gen-
eral’s instructions, he shall forfeit double the value of postages which shall have arisen
athis office.

Sec. 260. The postmaster, though he may have mailed his accounts, will not be
considered as discharged from the penalty mentioned in the foregoing section, unless

~ within one month after being notified that they have not been received at the Depart-
ment, he transmits duplicate transeripts from the original accounts retained in his
possession.

Nore.—Postmasters will bear in mind that unless Sections 259 and 260 are strictly

+complied with, the penalty of their omission will be enforced.

CHAPTER XX.
THE QUARTERLY RETURN.

Sec. 261. The Quarterly Return is composed of the following accounts and
papers, viz:

1. A transeript of the Account of mails sent from the office for the quarter. The
entries in this account must, of course, be made every post day, before the mail is
gent from the office, and at all large offices it should be transcribed daily.

2. A transcript of the Jccount of mails received at the office for the quarter. At all
 large offices the entries in this account should be made daily, and it should be tran-
gribed daily, so as to prevent any delay in making it out at the close of the quarter.

3. A transcript of the JAeccount of regular Newspapers and Pamphlets received at the
office during the quarter, to which is to be added the amount of the Miscelluneous
Account.

} 4. From the post offices where such accounts should be kept, a transcript of the
}' Account of Ship and Steamboat letters received in the quarter, and the moneys paid for
| them.

5. A transcript of the Account of Lelters sent by sea from the offices at sea-ports.

6. All the post bills received from other offices during the quarter.

1. dccounts and receipts for contingent expenses.

8. The Dead letters, and a bill or bills of them.

* 9, From distributing offices, a transcript of the Jccount of mails received for Dis-
tribution.
| 10. The Account current.
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11. The transcripts of registered letters réecived and sent, and the registered letter
bills, must be put in the return in a separate package,

Seg. 262. Posimasters are strictly reguived to fill the blanks in the account current
at the head of eachpage of their accounts of mails received and sent, and carefully.to
add each and every column of said accounts. They will then recapilulate the amount
of each column on a blank page, so as to enable the Auditor to report quarterly the
aggregate amount of such columns,

SEec. 263. The commission account and the emolument account, with the vouchers
belonging to them, must also accompany the quarterly account of all postmasters
whose duty it is to render such zeeounts,

Sec. 264. To insure a correct and expeditious settlement of the quarterly accounts
of postmasters, it is indispensable that each return should arrive at the Departmentin
one perfect, unbroken bundle or packet.  Each postmaster, therefore, should observe:’
the following directions in pacling up his returns for transmission in the mail, viz:

Sec. 265. Put up cach part of the return, if large, in a separate pareel, with strong
paper, tying it with twine, and writing on each parcel its proper contents, and the:
name of the office, rounty,and State.  Then pack up all the parcels, constituting the!
entire quarterly return, in one compact bundle or packet, and heving post-marked i,
direct it plaitdy to the Third Assistant Postmaster Genceral, Post Office Department,

Sec. 266. No letier, veceipt, paper, or other thing whatever, not strietly belonging
to the quar tcliy return, as enumerated and described in this chapter, should be put up'
in it.

Sec. 267. Newspaper Jecount.—Every postmaster will keep an account in which he
will enter at the Leginning of the quarter, or on first receiving any particulur papery «
all newspapers by name that are to come regularly to his office, excepl such weekly
papers as are free, and in the proper column opposite each paper, the amount of
postage thercon for the quarter. The postage is to be collected in advance. In the
same account, and in the same manuer, he will enter all periodicals regularly received,
and which have not been prepaid at the mailing office. At the end of the quarter he
will correct this account, first, by adding to it all the extras, supplements, and dupli-
cates of said papers whieh have been reeeived; and sceond, by deducting the amourt
he may have refunded for papers which failed to arrive.

9. An account, in the form prescribed by the Department, of all printed matter other
than that embraced in the above aceount, and on which the postage was payable at
his office. This account will, therefore, include the amount of postnge (required to
be prepaid) on cach and every transient newspaper, ungealed circular, handbill,
engraving, pamphlcl, periodical, magazine, book; and every other deseription of
printed matter mailed at bis office, except newspapers for actual and bona fide sube *
seribers, und periodicals published at intervals of not more than three months. ll.'
will also inclade the postage on any such matter deliverable at his office, which Lhrougﬁ
inattention of the postmaster, or otherwise, may not have been prepaid at the mailing, o
office, and the postage on every deseription of printed matter mailed or received ai‘ E
his office to or frum foreign co‘untrles

CHAPTER XXI.
THE QUARTERLY ACCOUNT CURRENT.

Sec. 263. The Quarterly Account Current is numbered to consist of 30 articles: 5
In article 1 every postmaster will make himself debtor for the whole amount of




THE QUARTERLY ACCOUNT CURRENT. 103

postage on the unpaid letters, if any, which remained on hand at the close of the

preceding quarter.

In artigle 2 every postmaster will make himself debtor for the whole amount of the
| postage on all unpaid letters. This article he will find in the first column of mails
| received from other offices.

In article 3 every postmaster will make himself a debtor for the amount of postage
on the way-letters received at his office for delivery; this he will find in the second
- golumn of his JAccount of mails received.

In article 4 every postmaster will next debit himself with the amount of postage
undercharged. This article he will find in the third column of his Aecount of mails
received.

In articless 5 and 6 every postmaster will next debit himself with the number and
amount of ship and steamboat letters received for delivery. This article he will find

. inthe first column of his Jecount of Ship and Steamboat letters,

« Inarticle 7 every postmaster will debit himself with the amount of postage paid in
’mmey, on letters sent from his office. This amount the will find in the third column

of mails sent.

Every postmaster will next debit himself with the amount of registered letters sent
. from his office in the quarter.

In asticle 9 every postmaster will debit himself with the amount of unpaid postage

on drop letters, This amount he will find in the eighth column of mails received.
" Where drop letters are prepaid by stamps, note thercof should be made on the
franseripts, and the amount added (under No. 23) ta the postage on letiers prepaid by
damips sent from his office.

In article 10 every postmaster will debit himself with the whole amoyst; he has

puid during the quarter for advertising letters, and credlte(l as contingent ei'];i]ses.
He will mark the cost of udwmsmg on each letter ‘advertised. Upon every letter
delivered, he will collect this cost in addition to the postage, and upon those
temaining, sent as dead letters to the Department, he ‘will charge it.
" Inarticle 11 every postmaster will next credit himself with the amount of postage
‘tn letters which have Leen missent to and forwarded from his office, and the amount
gvercharged on letters roceived at his office. 'This amount he will find-in the fourth
‘olumn of his amount of mails received.

In article 12 every postmaster will credit himseif with the amount of postage on
unpaid dead letters, if any, remaining in his office at the end of the quarter, and on
letters refused, or which could nat‘be delivered, and sent to the Department as dead.
This credic will include the cost of advertising any letters returned, and its amount
- will be the aggregate amount of the bill then to be made out, and of bills sent at the
“%nd of cach of the two previous months of the quarter, of which he has retained
-dupllcates‘ »

In article 13 the amount of postage of unpaid letters, if any on hand at the closc of
e quarter, is now to be entered to his credit. This is a temporary credit, given
because the postmaster is already charged with the amount in the debit papt of this
pcaccount.  The exact sum of this temporary credit must be entered to his debit in the
Afirst urticle of his next account, whether any of the Jetters be delivered out or be
returndd as dead letters or otherwise.

Having added together the sums of the first ten mentioned articles,and placed the
amount at the foel of the column, and at the foot of the celumn in the same line oppo-
site, he will then deduct the sum of the articles, 10, 11, and 12 from this amount, and
the balance will be the amount of letter postage collected by him this quarter.

The balance which has been placed on the credit side of the account as article 14,
now to be cntered to his debit as article 15.
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In article 16 every postmaster will next debit himself with the whoele amount of
postage on the regular newspapers and periodicals, and other printed matter which he
has reccived from other offices during the quarter, and the amount of postages on
transient and miscellaneous newspapers.

7 In article 17 every postmaster will deduct, if entered in the account, the amount of
postage on such newspapers as have continued during the quarter to come to the office,
after he has given the publishers three months’ notice that they are not taken out,
He will sell such newspapers, and in article 18 he will charge himself with the amount
received therefor.

In article 19 postmasters will enter the amount of fees received for registry of letters,
Postmasters will next add the amount of postages collected on letters and newspapers,
represented by articles 15 and 18, and place the amount in the column in the same line
opposite. . ‘

If the postmaster has received stamps or stamped envelopes direct from the Depart.
ment, or from his predecessor, he will include the balances resulting from articles 9,
21, and 22 in this addition. '

In article 24 each postmaster will credit himself with the amount of mail registers
returned by him during the quarter.

In article 25, comprehending five different rates, every postmaster will next cast hig
commission on the amount of postage collected on letters during the quarter, including |
the amount prepaid by stamps and stamped envelopes, to be found in the sccond
column of mails sent.

In articles 26 and 27 every postmaster will next cast his commission on the amount
of postage collected on newspapers and other printed matter, including the postage on
such printed matteir prepaid at his office by stamps or stamped envelopes, at 50 per
cent., and enter it in this place.

In article 28 postmasters will enter the amount of fees received for registry of letters,
casting their commissions at eighty per cent. thereof. Also the number of weekly
newspapers delivered to subscribers not chargeable with postage.

In article 30, if the commission on letters, newspapers, and other printed matter
does not exceed $500 in one quarter, the postmaster will then set down the number of
free letters reeeived by mail for delivery at the office, and carry the amount at one
cent each to his eredit. This number he will find in the ninth column of his Jccount
of mails received.

In article 31 the postmaster will next set down the number of ship and steamboat
letters which he has paid for this quarter, and enter the amount of such payment,
These sums he will find in the second and third columns of his JAccount gf Ship and
Steamboat letters received, F

In article 32 the postmaster will next state the number, and credit himself with the
amount paid the mail carrier for way letters. No form i# preseribed for keeping this
account.

Sec. 269. In article 33 it now remains for the postmaster to enter the amount of
contingent expenses, which consist of wrapping paper and twine, advertising of letiers,
repair of mail bags, and a desk, or case, for the safe-keeping of letters. But, at ofiices Fi

.i

U

where the commissions amount to fifty dollars per annum, wrapping paper and twine

must be procured of the contractors for furnishing the same. '
Sec. 270. The postmaster will now strike the balance of the account which should
show how much he is indebted to the Department for postages far the given guarter,
Sec. 271, As this Account Current is intended to show the net proceeds of the
office for the quarter, no balance due on a former quarter, nor any payment to, or
collection for, the Department is to be inserted in it. All vouchers for expenses
charged in the quarterly account, or in the Commission or Emolument account, must

'i
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be transmitted with the said accounts; and if for advertising letters, must state the
number of letters. Unreasonable delay not only implies neglect of the public business,
but is caleulated to bring suspicion upon the claims withheld; and the Department,
therefore, reserves to itself the right to reject all such claims made after the quarterly
accounts have been adjusted.

Sec. 272, Postmasters whose commissions amount to $500 per quarter, are allowed
to ¢harge, among the contingent expenses, advertisements of the arrivals and depart-
ures of the mails, and will limit sueh charge to an advertisement of three weeks only
—one each week.

Sec. 273. Besides the printer’s account, and receipt for advertising letters, the
newspaper containing the advertisement must be transmitted therewith.

CHAPTER XXII.
COMMISSION ACCOUNT.

Sec. 274. Every postmaster whose commissions and allowances together, as
charged in any quarterly account, exceed $500 in amount, will render with such
' quarterly account, an account to be called the Commission Account—stating on one
pide the amount of said commissions and allowances, and on’the other his own com-
pensation for the quarter, as limited by law, and the incidental expenses of his office
necessarily and actually incurred for said quarter. The charges for incidental expenses
must be accompanied by the proper vouchers and receipts, and must specify distinctly
the several objects thereof—as rent, fuel, light, stationery, &c., and the names, ages,
gx, and rate of compensation and time paid for, of each and every person employed
as assistant or clerk. Jf the amount of the said commissions and allowances fall short
of the amount of the said compensation and expenses, the postmaster has no claim on
the United States for the deficiency, If the amount exceed such compensation and
expenses, the postmaster will add the excess to the balance to be acknowledged by
him as due the United States on his quarterly return for the same quarter,

CHAPTER XXIIIL,

THE EMOLUMENT ACCOUNT.

Sec. 275. The postmaster of New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, New
Orleans, and every other city of the Union, will, severally, at the end of each quarter,
with his quarterly account, render an account under oath, to be called the Emolument
decount, of all other profits or emoluments by him received during said quarter, stating
on one side of said account the full amount of profits or emoluments, with the several
gources from which they are derived, whether from box rent, branch offices, or
otherwise; and on the other side the expenses incident to the same necessarily and
actuglly incurred, accompanied by the proper vouchers. And after deduecting said
necessary expenses, the postmaster will add any balance of said account, over and
above the rate of $2,000 per annum, to the credit of his commission account for the
game quarter as mentioned in the preceding section, to be applied to the objects and
| be subject to the limitations thereof. ’

o ————————————
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Sec. 276. The following is the form of this account:

Quarter yearly return of all receipts, profits, fees, and emoluments, other than
those embraced in my commission account, by me received as postmaster of

, for the quarter ending , rendered in pursuance of

the acts of Congress, approved March 3, 1841, and March 3, 1847:

No. of
Boxes.

1 , postmaster of ,do
swear that the above and foregoing is a true and correct account of all receipts, profitg,
fees, and emoluments, other than those embrated in my commission account, by me.
received as postmaster of * , during the period above stated. _

Signed, i
Postmaster. |

Sworn and subscribed before the undersigned (a magistrate or justice of the peace)!

for the of , this day of »A.D. 18 .

CHAPTER XXIV,
GENERAL ACCOUNT.

Skec. 277. Every postmaster will keep in his office a General or Ledzer account wil
the United States for the service of the Post Office Department, subject to the inspection of
the Postmaster General, or of any general or special agent of the Department, and a
copy of which is to be furpished to the Auditor, from time to time, when required.

Sec. 278. In the general account, every postmaster will credit the United States with
the balances due on his quarterly returns as acknowledged, and when notified by the
Auditor of any corrections made on examination thereof, he will malke the corresponds
ing corrections in the general account, or enter the proper credit therefor.

Sec. 279. The postmaster will likewise credit all sums collected by, or deposite
with him, on account of the Department, and wil! debit the account with all sums
paid over for the general service of the Department, whether by deposit, upon dr
or upon collection order. A draft office may be required to deposit, or to pay ona
collection order, or a collection office to deposit or to pay on a draft.

Sec. 280. The duplicate quarterly accounts, the duplicate certificates of deposit, the
duplicate collection orders and the drafts paid, and also all instructions, are to be filed’
as vouchers with this account, and be subject to inspection. :

Sec. 281. The postmaster, upon being furnished with a_statement of his general
account as kept by the Auditor, will immediately compare it with his account as kept
by himself, and at once acknowledge to the Auditor the balance appearing on such
statement, or point out the particulars wherein the accounts disagree. A

)
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CHAPTER XXV.

COLLECTION OF DEBTS.

Sec. 232. The collection of debts due to the Post Office Department, whether by
postmasters, contractors, or other persons, is assigned by the act of July, 1836, to
the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office Department.

Skc. 283. When such debts, if collected, would overpay the contractor for the
Iroute, on or near which the debtor resides, or when, for other reasons, the Auditor
finds it more convenient to employ a postmaster in the vicinity, the latter will consider
himself as a special agent of the Department for this purpose, and will obey such
orders as he may receive from the Auditor in respect to such collection. If the debt
iscollected, the postmaster will give notice to the Auditor by transmitting his receipt

| for its amount, and will credit the same to his general account with the United States,
| for the service of the Post Office Department. .
. Sec. 284. If the exertions of the postmaster to collect prove unavailing, he
| will communicate to the Auditor the causes of the failure, and also the pecuniary
dreumstances of the parties, if alive, or of their estates, and the names of their
administrators, if dead.

Sec. 285. If due diligence be not used in making the collection, or, if being unsuc-
@ssful, any postmaster fail to return the draft or demand to the Auditor, or otherwise
togive notice of such failure, or fail to give any information required in relation to
the same, such neglect and want of fidelity will amount to a breach of the condition
of his bond, for which the damages will be recoverable, and will moreover be consid-
ered just ground of removal from office.

CHAPTER XXVI.

PAYING OVER MONEY TO THE USE OR FOR THE SERVICE OF
THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT. .

Sec. 286. No mioneys are to be paid directly into the Department, neither are any
paid oyt directly by it. The proceeds of postage, or moneys received for postage
slamps, or stamped envelopes sold, will, therefore, never be remitted by postmasters
to the Department, nor be paid to any of its officers or agents, without due authority
| from the Postmaster General.

Skc. 287. For the purpose of paying over the funds of the Department, all the post
offices, except special offices, are classed either as deposit offices, draft offices, or col-
lection offices. Offices are transferred, from time to time, from one to another of
these classes, to suit the convenience of the service, and when such changes are
necessary, they are notified to the postmasters, respectively, by a circular letter.
| ,Sec. 288. Deposit offices are such as are ordered to place, quarterly or oftener, their
funds in deposit in some depository.
| ‘Skc.289. Draft offices are those which are ordered to retain their funds in hand to

meet drafts drawn by the Postmaster General, and countersigned by the Auditor of

the Post Office Department.
Sec. 290. Collection offices are those which are required to pay over their net
| proceeds quarterly to the mail contractor named in their special instructions, upon the
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production by him, from time to time, of the proper orders and receipts sent to him
by the Department.  In these quarterly payments must be included all moneys received for
postage stamps and stamped envelopes sold. :

Sec. 291. Certain postmasters arve designated as depositaries of the funds of the
offices in their vicinity, and the postmasters at such offices are ordered to deposit
quarterly with them.

Sec. 292. A fuailure either to deposit according to instructions, or to pay a draft when
presented, or to pay over to a contractor, upon the production of the proper collection
orders and receipts, will be followed by the removal of the delinquent postmaster from
office, unless satisfactorily explained to the Postmaster General.

Sec. 203, Want of funds can never be an excuse for failing to pay, or to deposit;
as the postmaster is not authorized to give credit for postages, which are regarded ag
cash in his hands. In like manner he is prohibited from using, loaning, investing,
depositing in bank, or exchanging moneys received for postages, on pain of criminal
prosecution.

Sec. 204. A postmaster cannot refuse to pay a draft or collection order because the
contractor is indebted to him, nor because there is an unsettled private account between
them, nor upon any other pretext; but such refusal is made, by the law, prime fusie
evidenece of embezzlement, subjecting him to punishment.

Sec. 205. Every postmaster under orders to place his funds in a depository, will
take duplicate certificates of each deposit, signed by the proper officer, one of which
should be transmitted to the Third Assistant Postmaster General by the first mail
thereafter, as the postmaster will not be entitled to a credit until the reception of the
certificate at the Department.

Sec. 206. The deposit should include the whole amount due, whether for postage
at the office, for postage stamps and stamped envelopes, or for collections or deposits
made with the postmaster on account of the Department or otherwise.

Skc. 207. Postmasters at collection offices must be ready to pay over at the end of
each quarter, and will transmit the contractor’s receipt by the very first mail after
payment is made. Such payments must include the whole amount on hand, whether
arising from the postages of the quarter, or any preceding quarters, from sales of
postage stamps or stamped envelopes, or from meneys collected by or deposited with
the postmaster. The receipts must never be put up with the quarterly return, but
should be sent under a separate envelope, addressed to the Auditor for the Post Office
Department,

Sec. 208. Every postmaster of a ¢ special office’® will report to the Postmaster
General, at the end of cach quarter, the balance in his hands, over and above the
sums due the contractor for supplying his office with the mail, in order that the
Department may make a proper disposition of such balance.

Sec. 209, Postmasters at ““special offices” when under orders to pay their respective
contractors, will not only pay promptly, but lose no time in transmitting to the
Auditor for the Post Office Department the receipts taken for their quarterly pay-
ments.

Skc. 300. All payments to the Department, whether upon drafts, or otherwise,
must be in specie; and postmasters, in receiving payment of postages, or other dues
to the Department, should always bear in mind that they are bound to pay them over
in the legal currency of the United States.

Sec. 301. No allowance can be made to a postmaster for deficiency in weight of
money received for postage. Neither can any allowance or remuneration be made for
losses by fire, robbery, or theft, nor can compensation be made for collecting or paying
over moneys to the Department, not arising from postages at his office.

Sec. 302. Postmasters may receive for postage the small Spanish and Mexican’
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silver coins at the folowing rates, viz: The fourth of a dollar, or piece of two reals,
at twenty cents; the cighth of a dollar, or piece of one real, at ten cents; and the
sixteenth of a dollar, or piece of half a real, at five cents. But they arc not allowed
to pay out such coin except to the United States depositaries.

CHAPTER XXVII,

APPLICATIONS FOR PAYMENT AND RENEWAL OF LOST DR.E‘FTS
OR WARRANTS.

Sec. 303. In all cases where application is made for the issue of a duplicate draft
or warrant, upon the allegation that the original is lost, every such application must
be addressed to the Auditor for the Post Office Department, and must be accompanied
by a statement, on oath or affirmation, by the applicant, or the person who is the
legal holder thereof, showing the time, place, and all the circumstances attending the
loss or destruction of the draft or warrant, with its number, date, and amount; in
whose favor it was issued; and if assigned, to whom made payable; together with
any other particulars relating to it within the knowledge of the applicant.

Sec. 304. The applicant must also produce a letter or certificate from the officer or
person on whom the draft or warrant may have been drawn, showing that it has not
been paid—also that payment of the same will not thereafter be made to the owner, or
any other person whatever.

Sec. 305. The duplicate, when issued, shall have the same tencr, force, and effect
as the original, unless in case of assignment,the assignee of the lost draft produce due
authority from the drawee for the issuc of the duplicate in his own favor. ‘

CHAPTER XXVIII.

COMMISSIONS OF POSTMASTERS.

Sec. 306. Postmasters are entitled, by law, since July 1, 1854, to the following
commissions on the amount of postages received by them in each quarter of the year,
AND IN DUE PROPORTION FOR ANY FRACTIONAL PART OF A QUARTER; but ho postmaster
can receive a larger compensation from commissions than $500 per quarter:

“0On a sum not exceeding $100, sixty per cent.; on a sum over the first, and not
exceeding $400, fifty per cent.; on a sum over and above the first $400, and not exceed-
ing $2,400, forty per cent.; on all sums over $2,400, fifteen per cent.;’’ consequently
these rates of commission are—

60 per cent. on the first $100

50 ¢« ¢ next 300
40 3 13 € 2'000
15 on all over 2,400

Sec. 307. The rate of commission upon letter postages prepaid by stamps is the
same as if the whole letter postages were collected in money; that is, in summing up
the amounts on which commissions are caleulated, the amount of letter postages on
those prepaid by stamps sent will be included in the general amount the same as though
the whole letter postages were collected in money; but they should be entered in the
proper line in the account current.
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Sec. 308. The rate of commission on newspaper postages is fifty per cent., in all
cases, whether the amount be large or small.

Sec. 309. One cent is allowed for the delivery of each free manuscript letter, (those
addressed to the postmaster excepted,) to offices where the commission does not
amount to $500 per quarter.

Sec. 310. On the postages of letters received for distribution at the General Distri-
bution Offices, a commission of 121 per cent. is allowed.

Sec. 311. On the postage of letters received at a frontier office and sent to Canada,
a commission of 3} per cent., and on those received from Canada for distribution,a
commission of 7 per cent. is allowed. The amounts should be made up of postages
received from and sent to Canada offices, and not United States offices.

Sec. 312. An allowance of two mills will be made for each weekly newspaper, not
chargeable with postage, delivered to an actual subseriber living within the county
where such paper is published: Provided, Such papers are properly entered upon the
transeript; that is, the transeript should show the number of subscribers, how often
and where published, and also the total number of papers. This does not include
“ exchanges’® betwecen editors and publishers. Whenever the allowance is claimed
by a postmaster out of the county for papers delivered to subscribers living within
the county where the paper is published, the postmaster must state this fact, in
writing, on the transcript, or the allowance will not be made.

Sec. 373. Ten cents is allowed for each monthily register of the arrival and depart:
ure of the mails, when required by and relurned to the Department.

Sec. 314. At offices where the mail is, by contrect, to arrive regularly between the
kours of 9 o’clock in the evening and 5 o’clock in the morning, 70 instead of GO per
cent. is allowed on the first $100 of letter postage: Provided, Such postmaster transmit,
with his quarterly return, his certificate to the following effect, viz:

“Post OFFrICE, , , 185—.
1 certify that the regular time for the arrival of the mail at my office, for the
quarter ending , was between the hours of 9 o’clock in the evening and
5 o’clock in the morning. )

« , P.MLY

Nore.—Unless the certificate is in due form, and is made a part of the return in
which the allowance is claimed, it will not be made.

Sec. 315. Letter postages prepaid Ly stamps should not be included in the * postage
of paid letters sent,”” on No. 7 of the account current; but the amount prepaid by
stamps must be stated on the credit side of the account, on No. 25, for the purpose of
calculating cdmmissions thereon; and the same regulation applies to newspapers
prepaid by stamps.  Postmesters shouwld be careful to forward with their quarterly veturn
the transeript of prepaid newspapers referred to.

Sec. 316. Postmasters are not allowed any commission on printed matter made free
by the frank of a member of Congress.

Sec. 317. The postmaster who collects the postage on newspapers, periodicals,
magazines, &e., quarterly or yearly in advance, is entitled to the commissions on the
same, although he may go out of effice immediately thereafter, and the paper or
periodical be delivered by his successor. IIe should, however, leave in the office a
record of all such payments.

Sec. 318. The annuel compensation to which postmasters are limited will be com-
puted for the fiscal year commencing the 1st of July and ending the 30th of June, and
in due proportion for any period less than a year.

Sec. 319. Newspapers prepaid by stamps, sent from the office, must be entered
upon the transeripts, or the commissions thereon will not be allowed.

Sec. 320. All postmasters whose compensation exceeds $12 50 per quarter are
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entitled to wrapping paper, sealing wax, and twine, from the Post Office Depart-
ment.

Sec. 321. All postmasters whose compensation is less than $12 50 per quarter, can
purchase a reasonable quantity of wrapping paper, sealing wax, and twine: Provided,
The net proceeds of the office exceed twenty dollars per year.

Sec. 322. No allowance will be made for any contingent expenses, except for the
repair of mail bags and advertising letters, unless the net proceeds of the office amount to
atleast five dollars per quarter.

Sec. 323. A cheap, plain desk or case, for the safe-keeping of letters and packets,
is the only farniture allowed in the contingent expenses; but before purchasing, appli-
cation should be made to the Auditor’s Office for directions, &e.

Sec. 324. No allowance will be made for any charge to the contingent or incidental
expense, unless accompanied by the proper voucher; that is, a bill receipted.

Sec. 325. PARTICULAR ATTENTION 15 DIRECTEP To CHAP. 21 oF THESE REGULATIONS,

8ec. 326. In auditing the quarterly returns, the commissions authorized by law are
always allowed, even if they were omitted or not properly charged in the account
current.  In each case, the quarterly balance resulting from the official adjustment in
this office is carried to the general account of the postmaster, which always shows his
true balance at the latest quarterly date audited.

CHAPTER XXIX.

POST RCADS, MAIL CONTRACTS AND BIDS. &

Sec. 327. Post roads are: 1. Those roads of the country which are declared post
toads by various acts of Congress. 2. All waters on which steamboats regularly pass
from port to port. 3. The navigable canals of the several States for the time during
which the mail may be carried therzon. 4. All railroads in the United States. 5. Those
roads on which the Postmaster General causes the mail to be carried from the nearest
post offices on legally declared post roads, to court-houses not otherwise provided with
the mail. 6. Allroads to special offices. 7. And such as are established by the Post-
master General as post routes under the tenth section of the act of March 3, 1851, in
cities and towns where the postmasters are appointed by the President of the United
States.

Sec. 328. The Union is divided into four contract sections; a letting for one of these
sections occurs every year, and contracts are made at such lettings for four consec-
utive years, commencing on the first day of July.

Sec. 329. The sections and their current contract terms are— :

1. Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
and New York—current term to end 30th June, 1861.

2. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Ohio—current term to
end 30th June, 18G0. .

3. Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida—current term
to end 30th June, 1863. :

4. Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, lowa, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee,
Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas, California, Minnesota, Oregon,
New Mexico, Utah, Washington, Nebraska, and Kansas—current term to end 30th
June, 1862. Y

Sec. 330. Each comractor will execute with sureties, contracts in duplicate, both to
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be returned to the Contract Office. One of these duplicates will be preserved in the
Contract Office, and one reported to the Auditor. A copy will be furnished to the
contractor by the Contract Office, if requested.

Sec. 331. The carriers on special routes, viz: those on which the mail pay is limited
to the net proceeds of the offices supplied, are not required to execute a contract.
The quarterly settlements are made with them by the postmasters they supply.
Postmasters of this class are not entitled to a supply by a public route also.

Skc. 332. If a post office depend for its supply of the mail upon the postages it
collects, and the net proceeds thereof fall short of the amount which the contractor or
carrier may be authorized to receive, he will have no claim on the Department for the
deficiency. If, however, the proceeds of the office supplied, for a portion of the term
of a special contract, fall short of the sum allowable to the contractor, and during
another portion of that term exceed it, the excess, or so much thereof as may be
necessary for that purpose, is to be applied to the payment of the deficiency.

Sec. 333. During the existence of a contract for supplying an office, the postmaster
can only pay according to instructions, or in conformity with the contract, and he
must forward to the Auditor the receipt of the contractor for each payment, imme-
diately upon the close of the quarter.

Sec. 334. When any contractor fails to commence or abandons the service stipulated
in his contract, it becomes the duty of the postmasters at the ends of the route to
report the fact to the Contract Office, and to furnish the name of the person who will
enter into contract at the lowest price, for the residue of the term.

Sec. 335. After the expiration of a contract, and until the Postmaster General has
decided upon a new contract, or upon the expediency of discontinuing the office, post-
masters cannot make any payment unless expressly authorized to do so by the
Postgaster General,

Sec. 336. Coutractors are required, in all cases, to carry the entire mail, and are
not permitted to leave bags of newspapers and pamphlets on their routes; they must
give due attention to the preservation of mail bags, and must not allow them to be
dragged about upon the pavement, or otherwise injured. )

Sec. 338. The Postmaster General is prohibited by law from knowingly making a
contract for the transportation of the mail with any person who shall have entered
into any combination, or proposed to enter into any combination, to prevent the making
of any bid for a mail contract by any other person or persons, or who shall have made
any agreement, or shall have given or performed, or promised to give or perform,any
consideration to do or not to do,anything whatever in order to induce any other person
or persons not to hid for a mail contract.

Sec. 339. The Postmaster General may annul the contract for repeated failures; for
violating the Post Office Laws; for disobeying the instructions of the Department; for
refusing to discharge a carrier when required by the Department; for agsigning the
contract without the consent of the Postmaster General, or for setting up or running
an express as aforesaid, or for transporting persons conveying mail matter out of the
mail.

Sec. 340. The Postmaster General may alter the contract, and alter the schedule,
he allowing a pro vala increase of compensation, within the restrictions imposed by
law, for the additional service required or for increased speed, if the employment of
additional stock or carriers is rendered necessary; but the contractor may, in case of
increased expedition, relinquish the contract, on timely notice, if he prefer it to the
change.

Sec. 341, The Postmaster General may annul the contract, or discontit ue, or curtail
the service and pay, when he wishes to dispense with the service, in whole or in part,
or to place a higher or different grade of service on the route, o whenever the public
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interests require such discontinuance or curtailment for any other eause, he allowing
one month’s extra pay on the amount of service dispensed with.

Skc. 342, Bidders for mail contracts should first propose for service strictly accord-
ing to the advertisements, and then, if they desire, separately for different service; and
if the #egular bid be the lowest offered for the advertised service, the other propositions

~ may be considered. .

Sec. 343. The route, the service, the yearly pay, the name and residence of th
bidder, (that is, his usual post office address,) and those of each member of a firm,
where 2 company offers, should be distinctly stated; also the mode of conveyance, if
ahigher mode than horsebaclk be intended.

Sec. 344. In the advertisements of the Department distances are given according to
the best information; but no increased pay will be allowed should they be greater than
advertised, if the points to be supplicd be correctly stated. DBidders must inform
themselves on this point; and also in reference to the weight of the mail, the condition

-~ of roads, hills, streams, &e., and all toll bridges, ferries, or obstructions of any kind by
| which expense may be incurred.  No claim for additional pay, based on such grounds,

ean be considered; nor for alleged mistakes or misapprehension as to the degree of
serviee; nor for bridges destroyed or other obstructions, increasing distance, occurring
during the contract term. Offices established after this advertisement is issued, and
dlso during the contract term, are to be visited without extra pay, if the distance be
not increased. }

Sec. 345. The words “ with due celerity, certainty, and security,” inserted to
indicate the mode of conveyance, will constitute a © ster bid.”” When a ¢ star bid”’
isintended, no specific conveyance must be named.

Sec. 34G. Didders are requested to use, as far as practicable, the printed form of
poposels furnished by the Department, to write out in full the sum of their bids, and
toretain copics of them. .

Sec. 347. Altered bids should not be submitted; nor should bids onee submitted be
withdrawn,

Sec. 348. Fach bid must be guaranticd by two responsible persons. General
gurantees cannot be admitted.  The bid and guarantee should be signed plainly with
the full name of each person.

Sec. 249. A bid received after the time designated in the advertisement, or without
the guarantee required by law, or that combines several routes in one sum of compen-
gation, cannot be considered in competition with a regular propesal not adjudged to be
extravagant.

Sec. 350, A modification of a bid in any of its essential terms is tantamount to a
new bid, and cannot be received, so as to interfere with a regular competition, after
the last hour set for receiving bids.

Sec. 351. Postmasters are to be careful not to certify the sufficiency of guarantors
or sureties without knowing that they are persons of sufficient responsibility; and all
bidders, guarantors, and sureties are distinctly notified that on a failure to enter into
or perform the contracts for the service proposed for in the accepted bids, their legal
liabilities will be enforced against them.

CHAPTER XXX.
OF SCHEDULE CHANGES, AND TRANSFERS.

Sec. 352. An application for schedule change cannot be granted—
1. Without the assent of the postmasters at the ends of the route, excepting in case
of manifest necessity.
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2. Or, unless agreed to by the contractor, except in cases where the propriety of the
change is clearly shown.

3. It cannot be granted if more running time is asked than is given in the contract
schedules.

4, Or, if it breaks connection with any other route.

5. Or, if it puts the mail on a wrong day for the newspapers circulated over the route,

6. Or, if it prevents or lessens any other special accommodation to the public.

7. Or, if it fails to show a good reason for the change.

Src. 353. Application for transfer of contracts should be in the following form, viz:

Bovure No. , from to '
miles, times per week.

I request that the contract for the above route and service be duly transferred to and

made with , of '

in lieu of myself, to talke effcct from
(to be signed by the contractor.)
I agree to tale the contract for the above named route and service, as proposed by

Mr. , and will engage to perform the service required thercon,
(to be signed by the proposed jransferee.)
I am well acquainted with Me. , and recommend him as a responsible

and suitable person to convey the mail on the above named route.
(to be signed by a postmaster.)
Sec. 354. Applications for schedule change, or for leave to transfer contract made
by persons who have not executed contract, are inadmissible.

CHAPTER XXXI.

ATTENTION TO THE MANNER OF CARRYING THE MAILS.

SEc. 355. Every postmaster will consider himself the agent of the Department in
regard to its affairs in his immediate vicinity, so far as to carefully observe, and
promptly report to it, everything tending to'affect its interests, efficiency, and utility,

Sec. 356. It is especially expected that he will keep a vigilant eye upon the manner
in which the muails are carried to and from his office. This is amongst the most
important of his duties.

Scc. 357. Postmasters will reportevery instance in which the mail is brought to his
office by a person under the age of sixteen years, or who has not been duly sworn,

Sec. 358. If a mail-carrier, having the mail in charge, become intoxicated, he wil
instantly dismiss him, employ another at the expense of the contractor, and report the
facts to the Department.

Sec. 359. He will report promptly all irregularities of mail-carriers, in charge of the
mail, and the causes, when known.

Sec. 360. If the mail arrive without a lock, he will ascertain where the fault is, and
report it to the Department.

Sec. 361. If the mail be carried on liorseback, he will sce that it be covered withan
oil-cloth or bearskin: If in a stage, that it be carried in a secure dry boot under the
driver’s feet, or in the box which constitutes the driver’s seat: If in a sulky or other
vehicle, he will sce that it be well protected from the weather.

Sec. 362. He will also carefully observe how mails are carried by any steamers
landing near his office, and will report to the Inspection Office every casein which he
finds them exposed on deck, or not secured in some proper place under lock and key.

[P
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Sec. 363. When the newspaper mail, on a stage route, is large, and separate from
the letter mail, it may be carried in the boot behind the stage, but it must not be
exposed to the weather.

Sec. 364. Postmasters will reportallinstances in which the mails are carried without
being secured from the weather, as above directed.

Stc. 365. When the mail stops over night where there is a post office, it must be
kept in the ofiice. ’

CHAPTER XXXII.
REPORT OF ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES OF TIIE MAILS.

Sec. 366. Postmasters at the ends of every mail route, and such others as the Post-
master General may direet, will keep registers of the arrival and departure of mails
. which are opencd at their offices, respectively, setting forth the exact time of each
arrival and departure, and the manner of the conveyance when it varies from the ¢on-
tract, and giving the reasons for every delinquency or failure to arrive at the time
prescribed in the schedules, if known to them, or can be ascertained by them on
proper inquiry.
‘ Sec. 367. Postmasters at the ends of routes on which the mails are carried less than
six times a weel will forward the register to the Department at the close of every month,

Sec. 368. Postmasterg at the ends of all routes on which the mails ave carried six
times a week or more, will return these registers at the close of each weel, unless
otherwise specially directed.

Sec. 269. Whenever the mail is carried by any other person than the contractor or
his authorized agent or carrier, the fact is to be noted on the register.

Sec. 370. Besides these stated tabular reports, postmasters at the ends of routes
and also at intermediate points will promptly report by letter all extraordinary failures,
interruptions, or abandonment of routes; and, in fact, give from time to time all such
information as may aid the Department in enforcing the strictest performance of duty
on the part of contractors, and securing for the community the greatest possible
regularity, safety, and efficiency in the mail service.

Sec. 371. Special reports, and all complaints of mail failures, should state the
number, or, il the number is not known, the fermini of the route.

Sec. 372. Particular care must be exercised in the making out of all registers of
arrivals and departures of the mails. The blanls at the head of each should all be
properly filled—giving the name, county, and State of the ofiice, the number of the
route, and the names of the places where it terminates, with the contract days and
hours of arrival and departure. All registers should be fully dated—showing the day
of the week, the month, and the year. When there is a failure to arrive or depart,
write opposite to its date * Failure;”” when a failure to connect, write ¢ Failed to
conitecl;”” and when a complaint for failure to arrive in time, write ¢ Complaint.”

CHAPTER XXXIII.

FAILURES OF MAILS AND FINES.

Sec. 373. Failures of mails to arrive at the ends of routes and other points within
contract time cannot but be known in all cases to contractors or their agents.
Sec. 374. No notice, therefore, is necessary to be given to contractors of failuresto
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arrive in any post office in contract time, as reported by postmasters to the Department;
but when the failure is caused by the neglect of a carrier employed by the contractor,
the postmaster will notify the contractor of the failure, and require him to take
measures to prevent its recurrence.

Sec. 375. Should a mail at any time fail to arrive at the end of a route, or at any
intermediate post office, where the time of arrival is fixed within the time specified in
the contract or schedule, it will be expected of every contractor immediately, by
himself or agent, to send his excuse to the Inspection Office, setting forth, particularly,
the cause of the failure; and if, after waiting a reasonable time, no specific and
satisfactory excuse be received, the Chief Clerk is directed to present the case thus
reported to the Postmaster General for fine.

Sec. 376. A specific excuse is required for each specific delinquency of any con-
tractor, so that general allegations will not be admitted. If bad roads be alleged, a
gpeeific report must be made of what portion of the road was so bad as to obstruct
the mails, and what was its peculiar condition; if high waters, it must be shown
what water courses were impassable; and so of all other excuses.

Sec. 377. In all cases there is to be a forfeiture of the pay of the trip when the trip
is not run; and of not more than three times the pay of the trip when the trip is not
run, and no sufficient excuse for the failure is furnished; a forfeiture of at least one
fourth part of it when the running or arrival is se far behind time as to lose the con-
nection with a depending mail; and forfeiture of a due preportion of it when a grade
of service is rendered inferior to that in the contract. These forfeitures may be
increased into penalties of higher amount, according to thg nature or frequency of
the failures and the importance of the mail.

See. 378. Whenever it be satisfactorily shown that the contractors, their carriers,
or agents, have left or put aside the mail, or any portion of it, for the accommodation
of passengers, they shall forfeit not exceeding a quarter’s pay.

Sec. 379. Fines will be imposed unless the delinquency be satisfactorily explained
in due time, for failing to take from, or deliver at, a post office, the mail or any part
of it; for suffering it to be wet, injured, lost, or destroyed; for conveying it in a place
or manner that cxposes it to depredation, loss, or injury; for refusing, after demand,
to convey a mail by any coach, railroad, car, or steamboat, which the contractor
regulavly runs, or is concerned in running, on the route, beyond the specified number
of trips in the contract, and for not arriving at the time set; and for setting up or
running an express to transmit commercial intelligence in advance of the mail,a
penalty will be exacted equal to a quarter’s pay.

CHAPTER XXXIV.
POSTAGE STAMPS AND STAMPED ENVELOPES.

Sec. 380. To facilitate the prepnyment of postages upon letters and paclages,
postage stamps and stamped envelopes, of suitable denominations, are provided and
furnished by the Postmaster General, pursuant to the acts of Congress on the
subjeet. -

Sec. 381. Thesc stamps and envelopes are furnished only to postmasters for sale.
Postmasters who fail to supply themselves from the Department must purchase tem-
porary supplies from the nearest offices, for cash.

SEec. 382. Postmasters who purchase stamps or stamped envelopes from other post-
masters, under the preceding regulation, are not required to render to the Department
any account of such purchases and sales.
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Sec. 383. Every postmaster receiving stamps or stamped envelopes for sale, directly
from the Department, will, at the end of each quarter, charge himself in his quarterly
account current with any amount of such articles he may have received from his
predecessor, or which remained on hand at the close of the preceding quarter, adding
thereto the amounts received from the Department during the quarter just ended, and
crediting himself with the amount of stamps and envelopes then remaining on hand.
The balance of the account thus stated will represent the amount of stamps and
stamped envelopes sold, which must be added on the debit side of his quarterly
account current to the amount due on the regular return of postages for the quarter.

Sce. 384, Upon surrendering a post office to his successor, the late postmaster, or
lis representative, will turn over to such successor all the stamps and stamped
eaveiopes then on hand, taking duplicate receipts for the same, and transmitting one
of them forthwith to the Auditor, that the account of the late postmaster may be
credited accordingly.

Sec. 385. If a post office be discontinued, the postmaster will deliver all the stamps
and stamped envelopes to the postmaster to whom he is directed to deliver the other
post office property, and he will take and transmit duplicate receipts to the Auditor
as above required. )

Sec. 386. If any parcel of postage stamps or stamped envelopes be damaged, the
postmaster will sign the receipt for the whole amount of the parcel, and, having
written across the face of the receipt the number and amount of stamps or envelopes
unfit for use, he will return such, together with the receipt, to the Third Assistant
Postmaster Greneral, who will give credit for the amount returned. But if the damage
be total, the entire parcel should be returned, with the receipt not signed, that a parcel
inorder may be sent in place of them. If the damaged stamps or envelopes be not
returned, no credit therefor will be given. '

Sec. 387. Postmasters are expected, in each case, to order such quantity as, upon
acareful estimate, may be deemed a suflicient supply of the various kinds of stamps
and envelopes for three months; and they are required, in every instance, to write the
naine of the post office, county, and State plainly at the head of their orders, which should
be signed by the postmasters themselves, and relate to no other subject whatever.

Sec. 388. The envelopes are to be sold For casu to postmasters and all other
persons, at the prices stated in the receipt which is sent with them to each office. In
moking sale of them, postmasters are expected to evince a due spirit of accommoda-
tion, but they are not required to lose the fractions of a cent in selling small quanti-
ties; and if & postmaster cannot readily make change, the purchaser must tender the
evact amount for the number he wants.

Sec. 389. The law makes no compensation to postmasters for the sale of postage
slamps or stamped envelopes, except by the allowance of commissions on such as are
used in prepayment of postage on letters and packages sent from their offices; neither
does it allow any discount to those who purchase.

Sec. 390. The second section of the act of 30 March, 1853, provides that it shall
not be lawful for any postmaster or other person to scll any postage stamp or stamped
envelope for any larger sum than that indicated upon the face of such postage stamp,
or for a larger sum than that charged therefor by the Post Office Department, and that
any person who shall violate this provision shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,
and, on conviction theveof, shall be fined in any sum not less than ten nor more than
five hundred dollars. * Postage stamps will therefore be sold for no more than their
face; and stamped envelopes for no more than postmasters are charged for them by
the Department,

Sec. 391. Postage stamps and stamped envelopes may be used in prepayment of

10
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postage on letters to foreign countries, in all cases where such prepayment can be made
in money.

Sec. 392. When letters to foreign countries are prepaid by stamps or stamped
envelopes, the mailing postmaster should cancel the stamps, and be careful to rate and
mark the letters with red ink, as if prepaid in money.

Sec. 393. A postmaster may not refusc to mail and forward a letter as prepaid
because the postage stamp or stamps afiixed to it or envelopes containing it were not
purchased at his office.

Sec. 394. A letter bearing a stamp cut or separated from a stamped envelope, cannot
be sent through the mailas a prepaid letter. Stamps so cut or separated from stamped
envelopes lose their legal value.

Sec. 395. All postage stamps affixed to letters, packets, or parcels of any deserip-
tion, and all stamped envelopes, must be immediately and effectually canceled in the office
in which theletters, packets, or parcels may be deposited for transmission or delivery,
The cancellation should be cffected by the use of black printer’s ink wherever that material
can be cblained; and where it cannot, the operation should be performed by making
several heavy crosses or parallel lines upon each stamp with a pen dipped in good
black writing ink.

Sec. 396. If the canceling bave been omitted on the mailing of the letter, packet, or
parcel, or if the cancellation be incomplete, the postmaster at the office of delivery will
cancelthe stamp in the manner directed, and forthwith report the delinquent postmaster
to the Postmaster General, as the law requires.

Sec. 397. The use of the office dating or post-marking stamp as a canceling instru-
ment is prohibited, wnless it be wused with black printer’s ink, and in such manner s
thoroughly to ¢ffect the object.

Sec. 398. Letters and packcets, and parcels chargeable with letter postage, and pre-
paid by stamps or stamped cnvelopes, will be entered on the post-bills, and also on
the transeripts of mails sent and mails received, in the appropriate columns, headed
¢ prepaid by stamps.”’

Sec. 399. The postage on newspapers,magazines, and pamphlets, prepaid by stamps,
will, in like manner, be entered in the proper transeript or account of newspapers,
magazines, pamphlets, and other prepaid printed matter in the column headed  pre-
paid by stamps.”

Sec. 400. In making up his quarterly account, the postmaster will nof charge him-
self in his quarterly account current with the amount of mailable matter prepaid by
stamps or stamped envelopes, which may have been received at or sent from his office;
but he may take his commissions on the emount of such malter originally sent from his
office, in the same manueras if the prepayment had been made in money, and without
regard to where the stamps or envelopes may have been purchased. .

Sec. 401, All postage stamps or envelopes, whether attached to letters, packets, or
parcels chargeable with letter postage, or to newspapers, magazines, pamphlets, or
other printed matter, must be entered in the appropriate columns of the transeripts
belonging to the quarterly returns, and the columns carefully footed up, that the
Department may readily ascertain the quantity of stamps and envelopes used in the
mails and canceled.

Sec. 402. Postmasters receiving postage stamps or envelopes from the Department
for sale will pay over the moncey by them received for stamps and envelopes sold, at
the same time and in the same manner as their special instructions require them to pay

over the quarterly ‘balances due for postage.  Inclosing money to the Department to

pay for stamps or envelopes is prohibited.
Sec. 403. The law provides, if any person shall use, or attempt to use, for the

|
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conveyance of any letter or other mailable matter or thing, over any post road of the
United States, either by mail or otherwise, any stamp, or stamped letter envelope,
which has been before used for a like purpose, such person shall be liable to a penalty
of fifty dollars, to be recovered in the name of the United States, in any court having
competent jurisdiction.

Sec. 404. Under a decision of the Attorney General, a postmaster claiming credit
for postage stamps or stamped envelopes alleged to have been lost in the mails, burnt,
or otherwise destroyed, his own affidavit stating the circumstances and amount of loss,
together with all the other proof which in the particular case he can produce, is required to
be forwarded to the Third Assistant Postmaster General. Upon the receipt of such
affidavit, whieh should be sent with the least possible delay, the elaim will be submitted to
the Postmaster General. For stamps stolen no credit can be allowed, unless it is
proven, beyond reasoneble doubt, that they are entirely removed from futwre civcule-
tion.

Sec. 405. When unpaid letters, or letters bearing postage stamps that have evidently
been used before, are left at any post office by personsunknown to the postmaster, he
will retain such letters until the end of the quarter, and will then forward them with
his quarterly returns—calling the attention of the Department to those bearing can-
celed stamps, that the writer may then be dealt with according to law. If, however,
such letters should be reclaimed before the end of the quarter, those unpeid may be
restored to the writers, but those bearing canceled stamps will not be so restored,
unless upon satisfactory proof that such stamps were used ignorantly, or without
fraudulent intent.

Sec. 406. When a letter bearing a canceled stamp is posted by a person known to
the postmaster, or whenever he ghall ascertain the name of the person who has posted
such letter with firaudulent intent, he will immediately present the case, by a written
statement thereof, to the attorney for the United States in the district where his office
is situated. :

Sec. 407. Postmasters of “ special offices’ can obtain such postage stamps and
slamped envelopes as the business of their respective offices may require by address-
ing the Third Assistant Postmaster General, Post Office Department, and stating in*
each case the gross amount of postage which accrued at the office in the preceding
quarter.

Sec. 408. The net proceeds of a * special office’” for any quarter arc to be as
tained firom the aceount curient, by adding together the balance due to the United St
and the postage prepaid by stamps and stamped envelopes sent from the office,
subtracting from the joint sum the amount of stamps and stamped envelopes sold at
the office, as follows:

Ta balance due to the United States on the quarterly account current. .. .$
Add postage prepaid by stamps and stamped envelopes on letters, papers,
&c., sent from the office during the qUATLEI. s eeesrssrennnsiassrisannas

T R
Deduct amount of stamps and stamped envelopes sold af the office....vu ...

Net proceeds for the qUarter. v iseeesiisiierssorerarseaness.

[—

Sec. 409. Orders for postage stamps and stamped envelopes should be directed to
the * Third Assistant Postmaster General,”” and no order should embrace any other
subject whatever.

10%
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CHAPTER XXXV.

OFFICE BLANKS, RATING STAMPS, ETC.

Sec. 410. Post office blanks will be furnished to postmasters, on their written
requisitions, from the following agencies:

DISTRICT No. 1.
JAGENCY 4T WASHINGTON CITY, D. C.

Postmasters in the District of Columbia, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Alabama, and Florida will apply to the * First JMssistant Postmaster Generd,
Washington, D. C.”’ y

DISTRICT No. 2.
JAGENCY AT NEW YORK CITY.

Postmasters in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, California,
©regon, and Washington, will apply to the ¢ Blank Agent at New York, N ¥Y.”

DISTRICT No. 3.
AGENCY AT CINCINNATI, OHIO.

Postmasters in Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee,

Texas, New Mexico, Utah, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa,
. Minnesota, Nebraska, and Kansas, will apply to the ¢ Blank Jgent al Cincinnal
Ohio.”

Sec. 411. When the postages collected at an office amount to $100 a year, the name
of the postmaster and of his office will be printed on the post-bills.  When the post-
master’s compensation exceeds $12 50 a quarter, the postmaster is entitled to wrapping

« Paper, sealing wax, and twine, at the above agencies,

Sec. 412. Post offices, the gross receipts of which are over $1,000 per annum, wil
be furnished with cireular marking and rating stamps of class No. 1; less than §1,000
and over $500, with stamps of class No. 2; less than $500 and aver $100, with stamps ‘

class No. 3; and exchange post offices with stamps of class No. 4. Application for

ese stamps should be made to the Appointment Office. )

Sec. 412q. Postmasters at offices the gross receipts of which are less than $100 per
annum, if they use rating stamps must obtain the same at their own expense.

Sec. 413. Letter balances, upon the like application, are furnished to offices which
eollect in postages §75 a year.

CHAPTER XXXVI.

MJAIL LOCKS AND KEYS.

Sec. 414. Locks and keys are furnished, when wanted, upon application to the
Inspection Office, addressed to the ** Cmier CLerk.” These applicattons, and all other
official statements addressed to the Inspection Office, should be signed by the post:
master only, except in case of sickness or unavoidable absence, when they may be
signed by an assistant.
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Sec. 415. Postmasters at the principal offices are supplied with several locks m\

“iorder that they may be used when extra mail bags are forwarded.

Sec. 416. The mail key should be kept with great care. Itshould never be carried
out of the office, but be secured therein, under lock, and accessible only to the post-
master and his assistant. It will be deemed highly reprehensible in any postmaster
to lose the mail key.

Sec. 417. Application for mail keys should be made directly to the Inspection Office,

. and should state the reason why a new key is wanted. If one be lost or broken, its
place:may be supplied by borrowing from an adjacent office, until another is furnished
by the Inspection Office, when the borrowed key must be returned, but in every such
case, the facts should be immediately reported to the Chief Clerk by both the borrower

| - and lender of the key.

Sec. 418. In case a key is lost or broken the chain or strap of the mail bag ought
not to be cut, but the fact should be notified to the next postmaster, who should be
requested to take out the packets addressed to his office, and send them out of the
mail, until a new key be obtained.

Sec. 419. Every postmaster, in cases where the mail arrives at his office withouta
lock upon the bag, should procure a common pad lock, if he has not a spare mail lock,

! and lock up the mail therewith, the Key of which to be sealed up, and delivered to the

carrier, and addressed to the next postmaster on the route.

Sec. 420. Whenever a lock or a key shall be broken, or otherwise become unfit for
use, it should not be repaired, but be sent fo the Inspection Office, with a statement of

/. the reasons for such return thereof.

Sec. 421. When an application for a new key® is made to.supply the p]ace of a
« broken key, all the parts of the broken key should be returned to the Inspectign Office.
Sec. 422, The law having made it felony to steal or to counterfeit any key suited -
to any lock which has been or shall be adopted for use upon the mails of the United
States; or to steal, embezzle, unlawfully use or dispose of any such lock, orany mail
bags in use by or belonging to the United Staes; it becomes the duter of pestmasters,
and all other agents of this Department, to sec that the penalties of these provisions
of law are enforced in every case of their violation.

»
-

o

CHAPTER XXXVII. -~
MAIL POUCHES #ND MJAIL BAGS.

Sec. 423. All communications relating to portmanteaus, mail poughes, and” mail
bags, should be addressed to the ¢ Cuier CLERK, Post Orrice DEPARTMENT.

Sec. 424, The term ¢ Mail Bag?’ embraces mail pouches (for coach, railroad, and
steamboat service) of five sizes, the largest being No. 1; horse mail bags (for horse-
back setvnce only) of three sizes, the largest being No. 1; and canvas_mail sacks (for
printed matter alone, except when the same is seuled and inclosed in [ocked pouches)
of three sizes, the largest being No. 1.

SEc. 425. When a new mail bag is wanted, application is to be made to the Chief
Clerk, describing the kind and size, and stating the number of the route on which it
is to be used, as well as the mode of service thereon. No allowance will be made to
postmasters or contractors for mail bags procured by them.

Skc. 426. Every mail route should be provided with mail bags and locks, in good
order. Postmasters, especially those at the head of the routes, should see to this, and
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make application to the Inspection Office for such as may be needed. 'When a post-
master at the end of a route discoversa mail bag to be out of order, he will immediately
have it repaired, and charge the amount in his account of contingent expenses, and send
areceipt therefor. Butif it be sounsound as that the mail willnot be secure in it until
it gets to the end of the route, the postmaster who first discovers its condition will
have it repaired, even though it should detain the mail. No allowance will be made to
postmasters or contraclors for bags purchased by them.

Skc. 427. Mails of letters and newspapers, before being put into the mail bag, are
to be placed in separate linen or light canvas bags, where such bags are used; and
whenever these bags are worn out or lost, the postmasters at the ends of routes
will apply to the Inspection Office for such bags as may be necessary for the transpor-
tation of the mail.

Skc. 428. All mail bags not in use should be immediately returned to the office from
which they were sent; and if received from points unknown or where not needed,
they should be forwarded to the nearest mail bag depot mentioned below. Postmas-
ters who send extrabags should see that they are returned; this they can do by writing
to the postmasters who retain them. If they are not returned, the facts should be
reported to the Inspection Office.

Sec. 429. A sufficient number of mail bags should be retained at distributing offices,
and at offices where the parts of a large mail are separated for several routes, to send
the mail matter for all such routes.

Sec. 430. Postmasters whose offices are mail bag depots may furnish mail bags in
cases of great emergency, in which cases they will make a report to the Department,
stating the kind of bag and the number of the route on which it is placed.

Skc. 431. Bags designed for newspaper mails, and without locks, have been illegally
withdrawn from the service of the Department, and applied to the uses of contractors
or their drivers, for the conveyance of grain or for other private purposes; and many
of them have been sold or otherwise disposed of. Whenever this abuse is known to
have been practiced, postmasters should notify every person implicated in it, that if
he shall hereafter steal, purloin, embezzle, or convert to his own use any mail bags or
other property belonging to the Post Office Department, he will thereby render himsell
liable to imprisoninent fow a period extending from one to three years, according to
the amount of the embezzlement, and to a fine not exceeding two hundred dollars.

Skc. 432. Postmasters should not permit mail bags or locks belonging to their offices
to be withheld, and thereby exhaust the supply of those articles. In every case they
will give notice on their post-bills to postmasters who retain bags or locks due their
offices to return the same forthwith, and will report to the Department all who may
disregard the notices so given.

Skc. 433. The following post offices are constituted depositories for mail bags and
locks, viz: Portland and Bangor, Me.; Concord, N. H.; Montpelier and Rutland, Vt.;
Boston, Mass.; Providence, R. I.; Hartford and New Haven, Conn.; New York,
Albany, Rochester, and Buffalo, N. Y.; Trenton, N. J.; Philadelphia, Harrisburg,
and Pittsburg, Pa.; Baltimore, Md.; Washington, D. C.; Richmond, Wheeling, and
!b'mgdon, Va.; Raleigh and Ashville, IN. C.; Charleston and Columbia, S. C.; Au-
gusta, Savannah, and Columbus, Ga.; Tallahassee, Fla.; Mobile, Tuscaloosa, Mont-
gomery, and Huntsville, Ala.; Jackson and Natchez, Miss.; New Orleans, La.; Little
Rock, Ark.; Knoxville, Nashville,and Memphis, Tenn.; Louisville, Ky.; Columbus,
Cincinnati, and Cleveland, Ohio; Detroit, Mich.; Indianapolis and Vincennes, Ind.;
Springfield, Galena, and Chicago, 1ll., Saint Louis, JTeflerson City, and Independence,
Mo.; Madison, Wis.; Keokuk and {owa City, lowa; Galveston, Clarksville, and
Nacogdoches, Texas; San Francisco, Cal.; and Astoria, Oregon.

Sec. 434, Postmasters at the mail bag depositories are required to render an account,
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_at the end of each month, to the Inspection Office, of the number, kinds, and sizes of
mail bags and locks received; of those in use; of those furnished other offices; and of
those remaining on hand, out of use,and ready for distribution. Blanks for this
purpose are furnished on application to the Chief Clerk.

CHAPTER XXXVIIIL, : ,
UNLAWFUL CARRYING OF MAILABLE HATTER.

Sec. 435. Mail carricrs, contractors, or stage drivers cannot law{ully carry out of
the mail any letter or packet, unless the same has been prepaid by a stamped envelope
of suitable denomination.

Sec. 436. No person can lawfully carry or transport any letter, packet, newspaper,
or printed eircular or price-current, on board any packet in which the United States
mail is regularlycarried to or from foreign countries, with the exception of letters sealed
and addressed and prepaid by stamps or stamped envelopes, of the proper denomination,
and newspapers in use, and not intended for circulation in the country to which the vessel
may be bound, or done up in packages as merchandise, and directed to some bona fide
dealer.

Sec. 437. Stage coaches, railroad cars, steamboats, packetboats, and all other
vehicles or vessels performing regular trips at stated periods, on a post route between
two or more cites, towns, or places, from one to the other, on which the United States
mail is regularly conveyed under the authority of the Post Office Department, are
prohibited from transporting or conveying, otherwise than in the mail, any letter,
packet, or packets of letters, (except those sealed and addressed and prepaid by
stamped envelopes, of suitable denominations,) or other mailable matter whatsoever,
except such as may have relation to some part of the cargo of such steamboat, packet-
boat, or other vessel, or to some article at the same time conveyed by such stage,
railroad car, or some vehicle, and excepting also, newspapers, pamphlets, magazines,
and periodicals. Letters prepaid by stamps cannot be lawfuily carried out of the mails.

Sec. 438. The act of 1845 imposes a finc of $150 for cach offense upon the person
who may establish an express for the transmission of mailable matter out of the mails,
and upon cach person acling as such express, or eiding and assisting therein. It
imposes the same fine upon the owner of any stage coach, railroad car, steamboat, or
other vehicle or vessel, making regular trips at stated periods, and carrying—with the
knowledze or consent of such owner, or of the captian, conductor, or other person in
charge of such vehicle or vessel—any person acting or employed as such express. It
prohibits the conveyance of mailable matter otherwise thanin the mails, by the owners,
managers, conductors, erews, or servants of any vehicle or vessel making stated trips
as aforesaid, under a penalty of $§100 to be prid by the owner, and $50 to be paid hy
the captain, conductor, driver, or other person having charge of such vehicle or vessel,
for each offense.

Sec. 439. Congresshaving, by the 5th section of the act of August, 1852, authorized
the seizure and detention of all letters, or packages containing letters, which shall have
been sent or conveyed contrary to law on board any ship or vessel, or on or over any
post route of the United States, it is the duty of postmasters and other agents of this
Department to cause this provision of the law to be enforced.

Sec. 440. Whenever a postmaster receives information, or has good reasoen to
believe, that letters are illegally brought to, or sent from any city, town, landing station,
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or place near his office, whether by stcamboat, railroad, or any other mode of convey-
ance, he will give immediate notice of such violation of law to the collector of the
diatrict, or some other officer of the customs, if such letters are on board a ship or
other vessel, or to a special agent of this Department, or a marshal, or deputy marshal
of the United States, if the same have been sent or conveyed either by sea or land; and
it will be the duty of such ecollector, custom-house officer, special agent, marshal, or
deputy marshal, to search for and seize all such letters and convey them to the nearest
post office, or detain them until after the trial of any suit which may grow out of such
seizure, as the Postmaster Geeneral and the Secretary of the Treasury may direct; and
one half of any penaltics that may be recovered for illegal sending, carrying, or transporting
ey such lelters shall be paid lo the officer so seizing.

Sce. 441. In every case where a postmaster has reason to believe that the law in
relation to the conveying mail matter out of the mails, is violated near his office, and
no officer authorized to seize letters illegally carried resides in the vieinity, he will
apply to the Postmaster General for an appointment as special agent for the purpose—
stating fully the facts which, in his judgment, render such appointment necessary.

Sec. 442. Contractors and mail carriers may carry newspapers out of the mails, for
sale or distribution among regular subscribers; but when such papers are placed in a
post office for delivery, postage must be charged and collected. Contractors and other
persons may also convey books, pamphlets, magazines, and newspapers, (not intended
for immediate distribution,) done up in packages as merchandise, and addressed to
some bona fide agent or dealer.

Sec. 443. No part of the penalty accrues to the prosecutor, except in cases where
the act prescribing the penalty so provides.

CHAPTER XXXIX.
REGISTRJATION OF LETTERS.

Sec. 444, Letters, alleged to be valuable, posted at one post office in the United
Btates, and deliverable at another such office, shall be registered at the office of mailing,
on the application of the person posting the same, end the payment of a registration fer
of five cents.

Sec. 445. Postmasters are instructed to enter all such letters in a book to be pre-
pared and kept for the purpose, to be called the Receipt Book, (which in small offices
will be prepared by stitching together the several sheets of blunk receipts furnished
by this Department,) containing blank receipts, with a wide margin for a brief dupli-
cate of cach, as in bank check bocks. The postmaster will enter in this margin the
number of the receipt, the date of filling it, the name of the person to whom the letter
iz addressed, and of the place to which it is to be mailed. He will then fill up the
receipt to correspond with this marginal entry, separate it from the margin, and deliver
it to the person who deposited the letter,

Sec. 446. Registered leiters will not be entered in the ordinary accounts of mails
received and sent, but separate accounts of such letters will be kept at each post office,
to be called wecount of registered letters veceived, and account of vegistered Ielters senl,
blanks for which will be furnished by the Department.

Sec. 447. Where a letter has been received, registered, and receipted for, as directed
in section 2, it is to be marked on its upper left-hand corner with the number corre-
aponding to it on the receipt book. The postmaster will then enter its number, the
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date of mailing, the rate of postage, registration fee, the name of the person to whom
it is addressed, and the office (whether of distribution or delivery) to which it is to be
sent, in his account of registered letters sent. He will make duplicate letter bills of
each registered letter, or parcel of registered letters, for the same office of distribution
or delivery, (both blanks furnished by the Department being filled up alike,) entering therein
the number, address, (and if for distribution, the name of the office of delivery to which the
letter is ta be finally sent,) the registration fee, and the rate of postage of each letter.
He will then separate the left-hand letter bill from its duplicate, and place it with the
letter, or purcel of letters, to which it relates, and mail it with them in a separate
wrapper, WITHOUT SEAL, but in the same package with the unregistered letters sent
from his office by the same mail to the same destination.. The duplicate (or right hand)
letter bill he will retain in his office until the departure of the next mail for the same
destination, and will then forward it, as heretofore directed, in a sealed envelope
addressed to the postmaster at the office to which the corresponding package of letters
had been sent by the previous mail.

Sec. 448. In all large offices where letters are received, entered, and mailed by
different persons, it shall be the duty of the postmaster either to keep the receipt-
book provided for in section 1, or to designate some one specially for that service;
and to see that it is made the duty of the clerk receiving a letter for registry to pass it
to the clerle who keeps the account of registered letters sent, who will receipt for it by
writing his name or initials across its marginal entry in the receipt book, enter it in
his account of registered letters sent, and keep il in a secure place of deposit until the
hour of mailing. He will then malte duplicate bills, and otherwise prepare each parcel
of registered letters for mailing in the same manner as required in Sec. 4—retaining
the duplicate bill in each case to be forwarded by the next succeeding mail—but
forwarding the original (or left hand) bill, with the letters to which it relates, which
are to be placed in separate wrappers, inclosed in the sume packaege with the unregistered
letters, sent by the same mail. It sha'l also be his duty to see that such package is placed in
ils appropriate mail bag at the moment when the bag is to be finally locked and sent from the
affice.

Sec. 449. On the receipt at a distributing office of registered letters for distribution,
the clerk who opens and distributes the mail will compare such letters with the
accompanying bill, and will indorse it correct if he find so, or will note the error if
there be one, and will pass it, with the letters, to the clerk who keeps the account of
registered letters received for distribwlion, who will enter its contents in his account, and
pass the letters into the charge of the clerlc who keeps the account of registered letters
sent, (if two are employed in these duties,) who will receipt for them by indorsing the
original letter bill, and will afterwards dispose of them in the same manneras provided
in Sec. 4, for letters originally mailed at the office.

Sec. 450. On receipt of registered letters at the office of delivery, the postmaster
or clerk who opens the mail will proceed, in the manner prescribed in Sec. 6, to
compare and check the letter bill with its contents. If two or more clerks are employed
in opening and entering the mails, the opening clerk will pass the bill and letters to
the clerk who keeps the account of registered lelters received, who will check and enter
the bill, indorse it with his initials, and pass the letterinto a secure place of deposit to
be provided for the purpose.

Sec. 451. When a duplicate letter bill is received, the postmaster to whom it is
addressed will immediately ascertain whether the package to which it relates has been
duly received, with the original bill, at his office. If he find it correct, he will so marl
ity or if incorrect, will note upon it the error or discrepancy, and will then inclose it
in a sealed envelope, to be returned by the first mail thereafter Lo the effice from which i
was received.
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Sec. 452. When the duplicate letter bill of any registered letter or letters is returned
from the office of distribution or delivery to the office where it was originally mailed,
that fact shall, in each case, be noted by a check mark on the margin of the account
of registered letters sent, or upon the blank margin or the receipt book, opposite the
original entry; and if it be nof duly returned, the failure shall, in like manner, be
noted by a different check mark, and such failure shall, in all large offices, be duly
reported by the clerk who keeps the account of registered letters sent to the postmaster
or his principal assistant, and each postmaster will give notice to the Chief Clerk of
this Department of every such failure noted in his office.

Sec. 453. If, upon the receipt of any duplicate or return letter bill, it be found, on
examination, that a letter originally mailed with it is missing, or that any important
error or discrepancy is indorsed on it, the fact will be duly noted on the account of
registered letters sent, and immediately reported to the Chief Clerk of this Department.
Such report will be made by mail, except in cases where it is evident that a mail robbery
has been commitied, when it will be made by telegraph, if possible. It will also be the
duty of the postmaster to report by telegraph any mail robbery of which he may
otherwise receive early information.

Sec. 454, On the delivery of a registered letter at the office of its destination, &
receipt therefor will be taken from the person authorized to receive it, and such
receipt will be carefully filed and preserved at that office. The blank receipts furnished
by this Departmeut can be used for this purpose, but postmasters may adopt any
other certain method of verifying the delivery of registered letters.

Sec. 455. Letters for Germany by the Bremen line, via New York, and by the
Prussian closed mails, via New York and Boston, will be registered in the same
manner and on the same terms as those deliverable in the United States; but the
postage on such letters must be prepaid to the place of their destination.

Sec. 456. Prepaid letters from Bremen, and those received by the Prussian closed
mails, (if ac companied with letter bills similar to those prescribed for the use of this
Department,) will be duly registered at the American office of distribution or delivery
at which they are first received, and will thereafter be treated in all respects in the
same manner as letters originally mailed in the United States.

Sec. 457. Each postmaster will see that his accounts of registered letters arelegibly
and accurately kept; and at the end of each quarter he will forward with his quarterly
returns full and perfect transcripts of such accounts, with the letter bills pertaining
to them, retaining the original accounts in his office for reference, He will also retain,
for the same purpose, in his office, all duplicate letter bills returned to it.

Nore.—As the last foregoing instruction (in italies) is disregarded by many post-
masters, such are now further notified that ReTurx BiLLs of registered letters are not
io be sent to this Department with their quarterly accounts.

CHAPTER XL.

PENALTIES.

(The sectional refevences in the following Chapler vefer to the Laws.)

Sec. 458. Every postmaster will give his particular attention to the following
enumeration of crimes and, offenses against the Post Office Department. He will
diligently inquire, within his delivery, into the commission of any of the acts or
doings therein prohibited, and for proof sufficient to sustain a prosecution for any
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such offenses. In most cases these penalties may be sued for by actions gui tam, in
which cases one half the penalty will accrue to the United States, and one half to the
person who prosecutes. In all casesin which expense may be incurred by the United
States, unless there be occasion for immediate proceedings, he will first report the
facts to the Department.

1. Members of Congress for entering into contract with the United States,
$3,000.—Sec. 202.

2. Officer of Government for making such contract, $3,000.—Sec. 205.
3. Master of steamboat failing to deliver lettersinto post office, $100.—Secs. 182, 183,
4. Any person on board failing to deliver letters to the captain, $10.—Sec. 182.

5. Contractors employing any other than a free white person to carry the mail,
" §20.—Sec. 36.

§. For obstructing or retarding the mail, $100.—Sec. 38.
7. Ferryman delaying the mail for ten minutes, $10.—Sec. 38.

8. Postmaster fraudulently demanding illegal postage, gratuity, or reward, $100.—
Sec. 175.

9. Master of ship failing to deliver letters into post office before breaking bulk,
$100. —Sec. 182. :

10. Agent of the Department unlawfully detaining or opening any letter or bag, or
seereting, embezzling, or destroying letter, $300 and imprisonment.—Sec. 125.

11. If containing articles of value, or stealing therefrom, imprisenment.—Sec. 125.

12. Quitting or deserting the mails, §300.—Sec. 125.

13. Any person carrying the mail to carry letters out of the matl, $50.—Sec. 125.

14. To rob carrier, imprisonment.—See. 126,

15. Second conviction, death.—Sec. 126.

16. In effecting robbery, to put carrier’s life in jeopardy, death.—Sec. 126.

17. Attempting to rob with dangerous weapons, imprisonment.—Sec. 126.

18. Stealing or taking mail containing articles of value, imprisonment.—See. 126.

19. Obtaining such mail by fraud or deception, imprisonment.—See. 126.

2. Obtaining any other letters to obstruct correspondence or pry into it, $500.—
Sec. 126.

2]. To rip, cut, or burn any mail bag, draw any lock, or loose any staple, from
§100 to $500, imprisonment.—See. 127.

22. Aiders and abettors subject to the same penalties.—Sec. 129.

23. To frank a letter not written by the party or by his order on the business of his
office, $10.—Sec. 92.

4. To counterfeit the handwriting of a frank, $500.—Sec. 92.

2. Any officer of the Department to delay newspapers or open any packet not
addressed to his office, $50.—Sec. 128.

26. Opening newspapers by a person not addressed or authorized, $20,— Sec. 128.

21. Stealing newspapers, imprisenment.— Sec. 128.

28. Inclosing letter or memorandum in newspaper or writing thereon, $5.—Sec. 128.

29. Postmaster failing to render return, double of postages.—Sec. 190.

30. Postmaster or assistant acting as agent in respect to lotteries or lottery tickets,
| orfranking schemes, &c., $50.—Sec. 94.
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31. Persons employed in the Department, or postmasters, being interested in a
contract, to pay so much as would have been realized from the contract.—Sec. 46.

32. Accepted bidders, failing to execute contract, to pay the difference between that
and the new contract.—See. 47. _

33. Postmaster detaining any letter or newspaper, or giving a preference'on their
transmission, $500.—Sec. 132.

34. Accessory after the fact of stealing or taking the mail, §$1, 000 and imprison-
ment.—See. 133.

35. For carrying letters, newspapers, or price-current on board mail packets running
to or from foreign countries, §500.—Sec. 155.

36. To counterfeit postage stamps of the United States or any other Government,
imprisonment.—Secs. 145, 146, 148.

37. Assistant Postmaster General for false indorsement of official letters, §300.—
See. 100.

38. Postmasters for the same, $300.—Sec. 100.

39. Private express conveying any letter or packet of letters, $150.—See. 156.

40. Owner of stage, railroad car, steamboat, or other vehicle, carrying letters or
packets out of the mail, §100.—Secs. 157, 158, 159.

41. Driver, captain, or conductor for the same, $50.—Secs. 157, 158,

42, Carrying persons employed as private express, $150.—Sec. 158.

43. Sending letters and packets by exprégg, or other ynlawful means, $50.—Sec. 159.

44, Officer using, loaning, investing excﬁ‘hngin or depositing in ank, or present-

ing voucher or receipt not properly paid. Fine equal to the amount embezzled and

imprisonment.—Sec. 226.

45, Disbursing officer make payment in other than gold and silver or Treasury :

notes, to be reported to the President, or to Congress, if in session.—Sec. 228,

46. Disbursing officer exchanging funds, to be suspended from duty, and reported
to the President.—Sec. 229.

47. Officer selling draft for premium, and not crediting the United States, to be
dlsmlssed —=Sec. 230.

48, Mukmo' or uttering postage stamps, same penalty as in the twenty-first section
of act of 3d March, 1825.—See. 145.

49. Inclosing two or more letters directed to different persons in the same envelope,
$10.—Sec. 143.

-

50. To counterfeit, or forge, and circulate any postage stamps, issued under thisor |

any former act, fine $500, and imprisonment of five years.—Sec. 146,

51. To use or attempt to use any postage stamps or stamped envelopes which have
been before used, $50.—Sec. 151,

52. For making, forging, counterfeiting, stealing, or embezzling any mail key,or |

aiding therein, or having in possession a key suited to any mail lock, with intent touse
the same or dispose of it unlawfully,imprisonment not exceeding ten years.—See. 135,

" 53. For stealing or embezzling any mail bags, or other property of the Department, |

or appropriating the same to individual use, imprisonment not exceeding three years,

if the property exceeds in value twenty-five dollars; or, imprisonment not over one year |

and a fine of not less than $10, if the value be less than twenty-five dollars.—Sec. 136.

54. Selling postage stamps at higher price than indicated on their face, $10 to §500.
Sec. 152. :
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CHAPTER XLI.
RECEIVING AND FORWARDING FOREIGN M-&IELS.

Sec. 459. For the mails to end from Europe, and countries, beyond the proper offices of
dispatch and receipt of mails are New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and San Francisco;
Portland is, also, a United States exchange office for mails conveyed by lines of mail
steamers running direct between Portland and Liverpool.

Sec. 460. The United States exchange offices for British mails are New York, Boston,
Philadelphia, Portland,and San Francisco; and the British exchange officesare London,
Liverpool, and Southampton. The mails are conveyed by United States, British, or
Canadian packets, as follows: between Liverpool and Boston, Liverpool and New
York, Liverpool and Portland, and Southampton and New York.

When the steamers arrive at New York, the mail for that office comprises all the
correspondence for the United States, except the cities of Boston and Philadelphia;
and in like manner when the steamers arrive at Boston, the mails for that office
comprise all the correspondence for the United States, except the cities of New York
and Philadelphia.

Sec. 461. Under the United States and French postal arvangement, the United States
offices of exchange are the same as under the British arrangement, and the French
offices of exch? are Hmna.nnd the’velmg office ‘f,lpm Calais to Paris. The

correspondencefs conveyed S follows: P
L

1. By packets and qﬂmr stean®ressels performing regular service between the ports
of France and those of the Ungd States;

2, By United States mail packets plying between the ports of the United States and
those of Great Britain; and

3. By British puckets and other steam vessels performing regular service between
the ports of Great Britain and thcse of the United States.

Sec. 462. Under the United Slates and Prussian closed meil arrangement the United
States offices of exchange are New York and Boston,and the French office of exchange
is Aix La Chapelle, (Aachen.) The mails are conveyed closed, via England, by
United States and British mail packets.

Sec. 463. Under the United States and Bremen postal arrangement New York is the
United States office of exchange, and Bremen the exchange office on the part of that
Republic, The mails exchanged arc conveyed by United States or Bremen mail
steamers running direct between New York and Bremen.

Sec. 464. Under the United States and Hambwrg arrangement New York is the United
States exchange office, and Hamburg the exchange office of that Republic. The mails
are exchanged by United States or Hamburg mail steamers running direct between

New York and Hamburg. "

Src. 465. For the mails to and from the West Indies, Mexico, foreign ports or
points in the Gulf of Mexico, and places on the Atlantic and Pacific coasts of South
America, New York, Charleston, Sevannah, New Orleans, San Francisco, Monterey, a.nd
San Diego, are the offices of dispatch and receipt. The mails for the South Po.clﬁ,c
are sent by the offices last named, in sealed bags to the British Packet agent, at
Panama; and those for the other foreign places named in this section, are sent by the
same offices in sealed bags to the United States Consul at Kingston, Jamaica, through
the agency of the United States Consul at Havana. .
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CHAPTER XLII.

Sec. 466.~UNDER THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS,
THE FOLLOWING ARE THE EXCHANGE OFFICES.

On the side of the United States, at On the side of Canada, at
Sault St. Mary...eeeevns veses. Michigan.  Sault St. Mary.
Port Huron..oeosummsenssnannas do. Port Sarnia.
Detroitsceeiesssseerarmnsnssns do Windsor.
Detroitecseeressmraseatnsnsans Chatham.
AlZONACiasasrererirrmmunennes do. Baby’s Point.
[Turomo,

Buffaloseseemecesinssasnssesss New Yorl. gﬁgmr’,, By through bags.

London,

Fort Erie.

Port Dover.

Port Simcoe.
Buffalossisssssacsssrrsscaness do. Port Rowan.

Port Burwell.

Port Vienna.

Port Stanley.
Black Rock.vivessrnesesmmanans do. Waterloo.
Suspension Bridge.coceeseraasss do. %{;Spmsmn Bridge. N

. . ith route agents on t

Suspension Bridge...cvvvunnnn do. % Western Rnﬁwny ¢ Great
Plattsburg. vovesevaressasennnns do. Montreal.

Mooers. ... . do. Henmncrf'ord

TrOy do, treal, bythroughbag
Lewiston..cvvessossnrospeasces doy ston
Youngsmwn............\. .\:\ N\ do Nm

Rochester .ooveensnnas ceseane Cobo by ste! in summer.
Cape ViNCENL. 1+ eennrssnaeenses do. stc?n, \m
gzﬁ‘::;sﬁmb?r gg‘ meston bysleamer in summer.
Morristown.. do. Brockville.

Qgdensburg...... do. Prescott.

Fort Covington...eewisesnsanes do. Dundee.

White Halloovavsvaineainiannes do.

Plattshurg. covveereneaonasssnes do.

Rouse’s Point.vsesainss cessacns do. St. Johns.

St. John’s.

{
Burlinglonessssssssssaneneesn. Vermont, j
Rutland. cvevverirrnenniaranans do. {

Montreal.
Richford «covnsvsasiasnssnacsas do. Abercorn.
Franklin..oooeieemencascanes do. Frelighsburg.
Derby Line..cseesseareanneses do. Stanstead.
North Troy.ieeeaeessssssnras do. South Patton.
SWanton c.eeeresrasmnacosaane do. Phillipsburg.
CaNAAN. e e v s rriearerssssnnarons do. IB-’IIcreford.
. ontreal.
Portland. e vevensessssssisense  Maine. {Sherbrooke.
Clevelandeseseseseoriianararans Ohio. Port Stanley.
guﬁ'alo O Nedeork 'II‘{oronLo,
eW YorKioeoeirsotnnnanorane ingston,
Albany...cicienrenenaaiesnenes do. Montreal, By through bags.
BOBLON v v veeeeersnssncnnnasas.Massachusetts. Hamilton,
BoSION v v vvvessarsnsarassssnan do. Sherbrooke.
New York veresesninesas New York.

Boston.... veessansnnee .. Massachusetts, } Quebec, by through bags.
Portland, .vievennes vereen vees.  Maine.

Montreal,
Island Pond..veaseraseranevess. Yermont. Sherbrooke,

and Route Agents.
Portland. .. eeeesencsasesnssnass  Maine. With Canada Route Agents.
Route Agents on Portland and With Canada Route Agents, and

Canada line.vseerecssasssnnes with Montreal.
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Sec. 467. Under the postal arrangement between the United States and INew Bruna-
wick, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, and Newfoundland, the following are the offices of
exchange, viz:

On the side of the United States, at On the side of New Brunswick, &c, af

Fort Fairfield....... enn Maine Andover..........New Brunswick,
Robbinston. cveevwasss do. St. Andrews. . do.
CalfiS, o sesronensanninnans .n do. St. Stephens...... do.
Houlton.uevsseviranosnanasans do. ‘Woodstock....... do.
Portland..vevevocsssscanansans do.

Eastports e v vovnensvonrsonsses do. St. Johns...ovuu. do.
BoStON. e e s esssansesnaeesans. . Massachusetts.

Sec. 468. Under these arrangements with Canada and New Brunswick, the respective
United States exchange offices are required to stamp ‘¢ U. States” on all letters sent
into any of the British North American Provinces, as above; and to mark all paid
lefters received from the said provinces with the word * paip,’” and the full amount of
the United States and provincial postage paid thereon, both in red ink, and to mark
all the unpaid letters from said provinces in black ink, with the full amount of the United
States and provincial postages due thereon. They are also to post-bill in due form
(blanks being specially prepared for the purpose) and to keep an account of these
mails separately from their ordinary returns, which accounts they are to transmit
monthly to the Auditor of the Post Office Department.

CHAPTER XLIII,
DISTRIBUTING OFFICES.

Sec. 469.—List of Distributing Offices on the st of July, 1859.

Office. State. Office. State.
BOSTON:2seassnseess . MassacHUSETTS. CLEVELAND..........Omnio.
New YoRrK..veewssoo . NEW YORK. TOLEDO.isesseesssses do.
ALBANY ccvevanmnnanas do. DETROIT.. .. .. e en e MicHIGAN.
BUFFALO . cvnennns ves do. INDIANAPOLIS.. v v4v ... JNDIANA.

PHILADELPHIA: 22« = +s s PENNSYLVANIA.
PITTSBURG . v v s venones do.
BALTIMORE .. « « 4 +s « « . MARYLAND.
WASHINGTON.. . v+ » .. D1sT. OF COLUM,
RICHMOND .4 ¢ 4ve o« on s VIRGINIA.

NORFOLK +evavsssns.. do.

WHEELING 0 e e e nun eee do.

Kaxawua C. H....... do.

RALEIGH .0 evesenns ..NorTH CAROLINA.
CHARLESTON.+ « + svs » » «S0UTH CAROLINA.
AUGUSTA.. v vseessss.(FEORGIA.
SAVANNAH....0uveseas  do.

COLUMBUS . suvsansese
CivcINwATI .
COLUMBUS . avssivarans

CAIRO.. s eveuessnssssLLINOIS.

CHICAGO 1 cuenns weess do.
Sr. JOSEPH.. +veus. ... Missouvri.
St. Louss. ... ... do.
LouisviLLE. . oo s KENTUCKY.
NASHVILLE.. ...+ ss.+. TENNESSEE.
MEMPHIS «voevvveenas do.

MONTGOMERY s vasees . ALABAMA.
New OnrLeaxs........Louvisiana.

ALEXANDRIA....0ueus. do.
Littie Rock........ . ARKANSAS.
NAPOLEON -..0uveeas  do.
DuBUQUE..es.n... veen.Jowa.

vessnss TEXAS,
+«+ CALIFORNIA.

GALVESTON ...
Saxn Fraxcisco...
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