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Seeriox L—Be it enacted by the Senafa and Houseof Representatives of the United States of Ameriga,
That the Postmester General be, and he is hereby authorized and required to cause to be col-
lated and printed in pamphlet form, suitably for distribution, a complete edition, of not less than eighteen
thousand copies, of the Laws relating to the Post Office Department , together with the Regulations es-
tablished by said Department for the bettér conduct of its business; and also a newand complete list of all .
post offices in the United States ; showing their respective distances from ‘Washington, and from the capitals
of the States in which the several offices are siluated, :

SEOTION R.~—und be i further enacted, That for the purpose of carrying into effect the provisions of this
act, the sum of nine thousand one hundred dollars is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury
not otherwise appropnated —dApproved, Sugust "9th, 1842,

] ..

Tn obedience to this law, the following compilation of Jaws and regulations has been published. The -
regulations are such as have been adopted by this Department for many years with such alteraiions and
additions thereto, as the change of ‘the Jaw and experience have suggested, . They will be regarded and ob-
served by all deputy postmastersend others connected with the serviee of this Department. Upen

diligence and fidelity of deputy postmasters and contractors in the discharge of their various-duties; cpend
mainly the character and usefulness of the pubhc service of ﬂ‘te Post Office uepartment. ‘

e K OHARLES A WICKLIB‘FE, :
S . .+ Postnaster General,
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POST OFFICE LAWS,

.—0-—-—-

AN ACT

Concerning Peblic Contracts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Con-  yembers
oress assembled, That, from and after the passage of of Congress
this act, no member of Congress shall, directly or in- not to con-
directly, himself, or by any other person whatsoever 2

in trust for him, or for his use or benefit, or on his
account, undertake, execute, hold or enjoy, in the
whole or in part, any contract or agreement, hereafter
to be made or entered into with any officer of the Uni-
ted States, in their behalf, or with any person au-
thorized to make contracts on the part of the United
States; and if any member of Congress shall, directly
or indirectly, himself, or by any other person whatso-
ever in trust for him, or for his use or benefit, or on his
account, enter into, accept of, agree for, undertake or
execute, any such contract or agreement, in the whole
or in part, every member so offending shall, for every
such offence, upon conviction thereof, before any court
of the United States, or of the territories thereof, having
cognizance of such offence, be adjudged guilty of a high
raisdemeanor, and shall be fined three thousand dollars ;
and every such contract or agreement as aforesaid shall,
moreover, be absolutely void and of no effect: Provided,
nevertheless, That in ¢]] cases where any sum or sums
of money{shalllhave'bec}n advanced on the part of the

Penalty.
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United States, in consideration of any such contract ox
agreement, the same shall be forthwith repaid; and in
case of refusal or delay to repay the same, when de-
manded, by the proper oflicer of the department under
whose authority such contract or agreement shall have
been made or entered into, every person so refusing or
delaying, together with his surcty or surcties, shall be

forthwith prosecuted at law for the recovery of any such
sum or sums of money advanced as aforesaid.

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, "That nothing

herein contained shall extend, or be construed to extend,

Exception. to any contract or agrecment, made, or entered into, or

accepted by any incorporated company, where such
contract or agreemwent shall be made for the general
benefit of such incorporation or company; nor to the
purchase or sule of bills of exchange, or other property,
by any member of Congress, whore the same shall be
ready for delivery, and for which payment shall be made
at the time of waking or cntering into the contract or
agreement,

See. 3. And be it further enacted, That in overy
fonsﬁ‘tiojtl fo such contract or agrecient, to be made, or entered into,
in pubic ot accepted, as aforesnid, there shall be inserted an X~
contracts,  press condition that no mermber of Congress shaoll Do ad-

mitted to any share or part of such contract or agree-
. ment, or to any benelit to arise thereupon,

Penalty on - Sgc. 4. And be it further enacted, That if any offi-
“‘;}3’0"%‘? cer of the United States, on behalf of the United S tates,
contract  Shall directly or indircetly, make or enter into any con-
- withamem- tract, bargain or agreement, in writing or otherwise,
ber. other than such as are herein excepted, with any metn-

ber of Congress, such officer so offending, on convietion
thereof, belore any court having jurisdiction thereof,
shall he deemed and taken to be guilty of a high misde-
raeanor, and be fined in a sum of three thousand dol.
lars.

Heads of  Sec. 6. And be it further enacled, That from and
Bepart-  after the passing of this act, it shall be the duty of the
et il ars Seeretary of the Treasury, Seeretary of War, Secretary of
bucts o the Navy, and the Postmiaster Gieneral, annually, to Tay
Congress.  before Congress a statement of all the contracts whic
» have Lo made in their respective departments, during

the year preceding such report, exhibiting in such state-
ment the name of the contractor, the amiele or thing
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«ontracted for, the place where the article was to be de-
livered, or the thing performed, the sum to be paid for
its performance or delivery, the date and duration of
the contract.

[Arprovep, April 21, 1808,

AN ACT
Authorizing the transmission of certain Documents free of postage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and EHouse of Repre- o
sentatives of the United States of America in Con- f}‘ﬁ)‘(f{‘\‘;g ‘r‘r‘,’;
. N s o5y [£3) . < i o . : y
grese assembled, That the mombers of Congress, the g funked
delegates from Tervitorics, the Secretary of the Senate, by members
and the Clerk of the House of Representatives, be, and Offfo’?gl'?ﬁﬁ-
they are hierehy, authorized to transmit, froe of postage, *°¢ Others
1o any post office within the United States or the Terri-
tories tgercof, any documents which have been, or may
ho, printed by order of either THouse. , _

[Arproven, December 19, 1821,

AN ACT
‘T'o discontinte certain Post Ruads and (o cstablish others.

Sue, 3. And be it further enacted, 'That all waters
on which steam-boats regularly pass from port to-port, Certatn
shall bo eonsidored and establishod s post roads, subjoet o flﬂ?t ,
to the provisions contained in the soveral nets regulafing SN PO*
the post effice establishiment,

[Avewoven, March 3, 1823,

AN ACT

To reducs into one the sevoral Acts for establlshing and regulating the
Post Oflice Department,

Be it onacted by the Senate and Ilwse of Repro-
sentatives of the Uniled States of America in Cons

gross assemblod, "That thore he establishod, ot the seat
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of the Government of the United States, a General Post
Office, under the direction of a Postmaster General.
"The Postmaster General shall appoint two Assistants,
and such clerks as may be necessary for the perform-
ance of the business of his office, and as are authorized
by law; and shall procure, and cause to be kept, a seal
for the said office, which shall be affixed to commissions
of Postmasters, and used to authenticate all transcripts
and copies which may be required from the Department.
He shall establish post offices, and appoint Postmasters,
at all such places as shall appear to him expedient, on
the post roads that are, or may be established by law.
He shall give his Assistants, the Postmasters, and all
other persons whom he shall employ, or who may be
employed, in any of the departments of the General
Post Office, instructions relative to their duty. He shall
provide for the carriage of the mail on all post roads
that are, or may be established by law, and as often as
he, having regard to the productiveness thereof, and
other circumstances, shall think proper. He may direct
the route or road, where there are more than one, be-
tween places designated by law for a pest road, which
route shall be considered the post road. He shall obtain,
from the Postmasters, their accounts and vouchers for
their receipts and expenditures, once in three months,
or oftener, with the balances thereon arising in favor of
the General Post Office. He shall pay all expenses
which may arise in conducting the post office, and in
the conveyance of the mail, and all other necessary ex-
penses arising on the collection of the revenue, and man-
agement of the General Post Office. He shall prosecute
offences against the post office establishment. He shall,
orice in three months, render to the Secretary of the
Treasury a quarterly account of all the receipts and
expenditures in the said Department, to be adjusted and
settled as other public accounts. He shall, also, super-
intend the business of the Department, in all the duties
that are, or may be, assigned to it: Provided, That, in
case of the death, resignation, or removal from office, of
the Postmaster General, all his duties shall be performed
by his senior Assistant, until a successor shall be ap-
pointed, and arrive at the General Post Office, to perform
the business,
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ot Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Post-

al. master General, and all other persons employed in the

tsy & General Post Office, or in the care, custody, or convey-

m- ance of the mail, shall, previous to entering upon the

ed duties assigned to them, or the execution of their trusts,

al and before they shall be entitled to receive any emolu- -

ns E ment therefor, respectively take and subscribe the fol-

ots - lowing oath, or affirmation, before some magistrate, and

nt. b4 ause a certificate thereof to be filed in the General Post

'S, Office: “I, A B, do swear or affirm, (as the case may be) oath.
o1t that I will faithfully perform all the duties required of

W B me, and abstain from every thing forbidden by the laws

all & in relation to the establishment of the post office and

be post roads within the United States.” Every person who

ral ; shall be, in any manner employed in the care, custody

all conveyance, or management of the mail,-shall be sub-

ds ject to all pains, penalties and forfeitures, for violating

as 8 the injunctions, or neglecting the duties, required of him

nd & by the laws relating to the establishment of the post .

et office and post roads, whether such person shall have

e- taken the oath or affirmation, above prescribed, or

ch - not. |

in, ° & Suc. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be

for the duty of the Postmaster General, upon the appoint-

18, e ment of any Postmaster, to require, and take of such

of . Postmaster, bond, with good and approved security, in.ggnd.
es such penalty as he may judge sufficient, conditioned for

in & the faithful discharge of all the duties of such Postmast-

X- 2 er, required by law, or which may be required by any

n- 5 instruction or general rule for the government of the

1te Department: Provided, however, That, if default shall suits within
1, be made by the Postmaster aforesaid, at any time, twoyearsaf.
he | and the Postmaster Greneral shall fail to institute suig ter default.
nd against such Postmaster, and said sureties, for two years

nd £ from and after such default shall be made, then, and in

er- B that, case, the said sureties shall not be held liable to

es ] the United States, nor shall suit be instituted against

in & them. 4 E

of Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Post: Mailto
ed B master General shall cause a mail to be carried from the Court
p- nearest postéoffice, on any established post rond, to the Houses
'm g Court House of any county which is now, or may

hereafter be, established in any of the States or Territos
rtes af the United States, and which is without & mail ;
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and the road on which such mail shall be transported,
shall become a post road, and so continue, until the
transportation thereon shall cease. It shall, also, be
lawful for the Postmaster General to enter into con-
tracts, for a term not exceeding four years, for extending

- the line of posts, and to authorize the persons so contract-

ing, as a compensation for their expenses, to receive, du-
ring the continuance of such contracts, at rates not ex-
ceeding those for like distances, established by this act, all
the postage which shall arise on letters, newspapers,
magazines, pamphlets, and packets, conveyed by any
such posts ; and the roads, designated in such contracts,
shall, during the continuance thereof, be deemed and
considered as post roads, within the provision of this
act; and a duplicate of every such contract shall, with-
in sixty days after the execution thereof, be lodged in the
ofice of the Comptroller of the T'reasury of the United
States. ;

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That the Postmast-
er General be authorized to haye the mail cerried in any
steam-boat, or other vessel, which shall be used as a
packet, in any of the waters of the United States, on
such terms and conditions as shall be considered expe-
dient: Provided, That he does not pay more than three
cents for each letter, and more than one-half cent for
each newspaper conveyed in such mail.

SEec. 6. And be it further enacted, That it shall be

Hetters to be the duty of every master or manager of any steam-boat,

«deposited.

Penalty.

which shall pass from one port or place to another port
or place in the United States, where a post office is
established, to deliver, within three hours after his arri-
val, if in the day time, aud within two hours after the
next sunrise, if the arrival be in the night, all letters
and packets addressed to, or destined for, such port or
place, to the Postmaster there, for which he shall be
entitled to receive, of such Postmaster, two cents for
every letter or packet so delivered, unless the same shall
be carried or conveyed under a contract with the Post-
master General; and, if any master or manager of a
- steam-boat shall fail so to deliver any letter or packet,
which shall have been brought by him, or* shall have
been in his care, or within his power, he shall incur a'pen-
alty of thirty dollars for every such failure. And every

person, employed on board any steam-boat, shall deliver

TN, ey
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every letfer, and packet of letters, entrusted to such
person, to the master or manager of such steam-boat,
and before the said vessel shall touch at any other port
or place; and for every failure or neglect so to deliver,
a penalty of ten dollars shall be incurred for each letter
or packet. :

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That no other Mail carri.
than a free white person shall be employed in conveying e"lf.‘t‘{be fice
the mail ; and any contractor who shall employ, or per- %
mit any other than a free white person to convey the
mail, shall, for every such offence, incur a penalty of
twenty dollars.

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That, when-
ever it shall be made to appear to the satisfaction of the
Postmaster General, that any road established, or which ypgmiction
may hereafter be established as a post road, is obstruct- of post
ed by fences, gates, bars, or other than those law- routes.by
fully used on turnpike roads to collect their toll, ang fences, &e-
not kept in good repair, with proper bridges and ferries,
where the same may be necessary, it shall be the duty
of the Postmaster General to report the same to Con-
gress with such information as can be obtained, to ena-
ble Congress to establish some other road instead of it,
in the samé main direction. '

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That, if any per-
son shall, knowingly “and wilfully, obstruct or retard
the passage of the mail, or of any driver or carrier, or
of any horse or carriage, carrying the same, he shall,
upon conviction for every such offence, pay a fine not
exceeding one hundred dollars; and if any ferryman shall, ¢ g
by wilful negligence, or refusal to transport the ‘mail
across any ferry, delay the same, he shall forfeit.and
pay, for every ten minutes that the same shall be 5o Penalty.
delayed, a sum not exceeding ten dollars.

Sec. 10. Andbe it further enacted, That it shall be
the duty of the Postmaster General to give public notice, Making
in one newspaper published at the seat of government, Sontracts.
of the United States, and in one or more of the news-
papers published in the’ State or States, or Territory,
where the contract is to be ‘performed, for at least twelve
weeks before entering iiito wiy contract for carrying the
mail, that such contragt is' intended to be made, - and
the day on which it 1§ to be ‘concluded, describing the
Places from and to which such mail is to be conveyed,

Retarding'
the mail,

s bl i
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the time at which it is to be made up, and the day and
hour at which it is to be delivered. He shall, moreover,
within ninety days after the making of any contract,
lodge a duplicate thereof, together with the .proposals
which he shall have received respecting it, in the oflice
of the Comptroller of the Treasury of the United States :
Provided, That no contract shall be entered into for a
longer term than four years.

Skc. 11. And be it further enacted, That every
Postmaster shall keep an office, in which one or more
persons shall attend on every day on which a mail shall
arrive, by land or water, as well as on other days, at
such hours as the Postmaster General shall direct, for
the purpose of performing the duties thereof; and it
shall be the duty of the postmaster, at all reasonable
hours, on every day of the week, to deliver, on demand,
any letter, paper, or packet, to the person entitled to, or
authorized to receive the same ; and all letters brought
to any post office half an hour before the time of ma-
king up the mail at such office, shall be forwarded
therein, except at such post-offices where, in the opin-
ion of the Postmaster General, it requires more time
for making up the mail, and which he shall accordingly
prescribe ; but this shall, in no case, exceed one hour.

Sgc. 12. And be it further enacted, 'That no fees or
perquisites shall be received by any person employed in
the General Post Office, on account of the duties to be
performed by virtue of his appointment.

Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the fol-
lowing rates of postage be charged upon all letters and
packets, (cxcepting such as are excepted by law,) con-
veyed in the mail of the United States, viz : For every
letter composed of a single sheet of paper, conveyed not
exceeding thirty miles, six cents : Over thixty, and not
excceding eighty, ten cents: Over cighty, and not ex-
ceeding one hundred and fifty, twelve and a half cents:
Over one hundred and fifty, and not exceeding four
hundred, eighteen and three quarters of a cent: Over

four hundred, twenty-five cents. And for every double

letter, or letter composed of two pieces of paper, double
those rates; and for every tripple letter, or letter com-
posed of three pieces of paper, tripple those rates ; and
for every packet composed of four or more pieces of
paper, or one or more other articles, and weighing one
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ounce avoirdupois, quadruple those rates ; and in that pro-
portion for all greater weights: Provided, 'That no packet
of letters; conveyed by the water mails, shall be charged
with more than quadruple postage, unless the same shall
contain more than four distinct letters. No postmaster
shall receive, to be conveyed by the mail, any packet Limit of
which shall weigh more than three pounds; and the post- fa?keta to
age marked on any letter or packet, and charged in the ;g
post bill which may accompany the same, shall be conclu-
sive evidence in favor of the postmaster who delivers the
same, of the lawful postage thereon, unless such letter
or packet shall be opened in the presence of the post-
master or his clerk. Every four folio pages, or eight
quarto pages, or sixteen octavo, or twenty-four duodeci- Pamphlets,
mo pages, or pages of less size than that of a pam- Magazines,
phlet or magazine, whatever be the size of the paper of ';‘l‘;‘é g‘:flffh‘
which it is formed, shall be considered a sheet, and the nals.
surplus pages of any pamphlet or magazine shall also
be considered a sheet ; and the Journals of the Legisla-
tures of the several States, not being bound, shall be lia-
ble to the same postage as pamphlets. Any memoran-
dum which shall be written on a newspaper, or other Memoran.
printed paper, pamphlet, or magazine, and transmitted by ﬁ:'\‘,‘:g &
mail, shall be charged with letter postage: Provided, The Wapaper:
publisher of a newspaper may send a printed or written
notice to a subscriber, stating the amount due on his sub-
scription ; which notice shall be attached to the margin
of the newspaper, and the postmaster who delivers the
paper shall charge for such notice the same postage as
for a newspaper.

Sec. 14. And be it furiher enacted, That the Post-
master Greneral be, and he is hereby, authorized to allow ,_Postmas.
to each postmaster, such commission on the postages by teie.com-
him collected, as shall be adequate to his services and letter post
expenses: Provided, That his commission shall not age.
exceed the following several rates on the amount re-
ceived in one quarter, viz : :

On a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, thirty
per cent.

On any sum over and above the first hundred dollars,
and not exceeding four hundred dollars, twenty-five per
cent.

On any sflalm over and, above the first four hundred,
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and not exceeding two thousand four hundred dollars,
twenty per cent.

On any sum over and above the first two thousand
four hundred dollars, eight per cent.— -

Except to the postmasters who may be employed in
receiving and despatching foreign mails, whose compen-
sation may be augmented, not exceeding twenty-five
dollars in one quarter; and excepting to the postmasters

Who rise at at offices where the mail is regularly to arrive between
night. the hours of nine o’clock at night and five o’clock in
the morning, whose commission on the first hundred
dollars, collected in one quarter, may be increased to a
sum not exceeding fifty per cent. The Postmaster Gen-
eral may allow to the postmasters, respectively, a com-
Onnewsps- ission of fifty per cent. on the moneys arising from
perpostage. the postage of newspapers; magazines, and pamphlets;
and to the postmasters whose compensation shall not
exceed five hundred dollars in one quarter, two cents
g;;sf‘ree let- for every free letter, delivered out of the office, except-
’ ing such as are for the postmaster himself; and each
" Mail Regis- POStmaster, who shall be required to keep a register of
ter. the arrival and departure of the mails, shall be allowed
ten cents for each monthly return which he makes
thereof to the General Post Office. The Postmaster Ge-
neral may allow to the postmaster at New Orleans, at
the rate of eight hundred dollars a vear in addition to
his ordinary commissions. The Postmaster General is
hereby authorized to allow to the postmaster of the city
of Washington, in addition to the allowance made by
this act, for postage collected and for free letters received
by him for delivery, a commission of five per cent. on
the amount of mails distributed at his office: Provided,
Proviso.  mevertheless, 'That the whole annual emolument of the
said postmaster, including the extra compensation of
eight hundred dollars which is hereby allowed him,
shall be subject to the restrictions imposed by the forty-
first section of this act.

Sec. 15. And beit further enacted, 'That every letter
Ship Let- or packet, brought into the United States, or carried from
ters. one port therein fo another, in any private ship or ves-
sel, shall be charged with six cents, if delivered at the
post office where the same shall arrive ; and if destined
to be conveyed, by post, to any place, with two cents.

added to the ordinary rates of postage.

T g o

S
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Sec. 16. And be it further enacted, That if any post-
master, or other person, authorized by the Postmaster lllegal rates
‘General to receive the postage of letters, shall fraudu- gf &‘:3:‘:?1‘:’
lently demand or receive any rate of postage, or gratuity, )
or reward, other than is provided by this act for the
postage of letters or packets, on conviction thereof, he
shall forfeit, for every such offence, one hundred dollars.
Sec. 17. And be it further enacted, That no ship
or vessel, arriving at any port-within the United States Masters of
where a post office is established, shall be. permitted to :i‘e*ss"‘f‘t‘ft i
report, malke cntry, or break bulk, until the master or (e o = §
commander shall have delivered to the postmaster all
letters directed to any person or persons within the Uni-
ted States, or the territories thereof, which, under his
care, or within his power, shall be brought in such ship
or vessel, except such as are directed fo the owner or
consignce of the ship or vessel. And it shall be the
duty of the collector, or other officer of the port empow-
ered to receive entries of ships or vessels, to require, from
every master or commander of such ship or vessel, an
oath or aflirmation, purporting that he has delivered all
such letters, except as aforesaid ; and if any commander
or master of any such ship or vessel shall break bulk
before he shall have complied with the requirements of
this act, every such offender shall, on conviction thereof,
forfeit, for every such offence, a sum not exceeding one
hundred dollars.
Swc. 18, And be it further enacted, That the post-
master to whiom such letters may be delivered, shall pay Two cents
the master or commander, or other person delivering the for each:
same, except the commanders of foreign packets, two
cents for each letter or packet; and shall obtain from the
person delivering the same, a certificate, specifying the
number of letters and packets, with the name of the ship
or vessel, and the place from whence she last sailed;
which certificate, together with a receipt for the money,
shall be, with his quarterly accounts, transmitted to the
Postmaster General, who shall credit him with the
amount. ) a
Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, That no stage or N tetters
other vehicle, which regularly performs trips on a post to be carzie
road, or on a road parallel to it, shall convey letters; noy ¢d en post.
shall any packet boat or other vessel, which regularly [ou/es eith-

' et by land ., }
plies on a water declared to be a post road, except such or w};tgf. 73
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as relate to some part of the eargo.  For thie violation of

_this provisgion, the owner of the earringe, or other vehiele

T enalty.

Way letters

One cent for
enich,

Detaining,
delaying,
opening, or
destroying,
atiy Jetter,
or pucket,

&

Pentlty.

or vessel, shall ineur the penalty of Tifty dollars,  And
the person who has charge of sich varriage, ot other
vehiele, or vessely may ho prosecuted under this seetion,
ael the propeety in his charge may he levied on and
sold, in satisfuction of the penalty, and costs of st :
Provided, That it shall be Tawlol for any one to send
letters by speeinl messengoer, ,

Sues 20 dad be it further enneted, 'That the deputy
postmasters, nnd other agonts of 1he Postinaster General,
rhiall duly necotnty and answoer to him, for all way lot-
ters whiclt shall come to their handsy and lor this pui-
pose, the post viders, and other earviers of the mail, ro-
coiving any way lotter or letters, (and it ghall he their
duty to reecive them, if presented move than one nile
frome o post office,) shall deliver the sune, togetlior
with the postage, il paid, at the first post ollice to which
they shall alterwards arvive ;. where the posttnnster shiall
duly enter the satie, atd speeify the nwmber, and e
or rades, in the post hill, addiug to the rate of euch way
letter one eent, which shall he prid hy the postmaster to
the mail earvier from whom such way lotters shall be
roeceived, ‘

Musc, 210 And bedt further cieted, 'That if aoy pors
sonn cmployed in any of the departments of the Post
Office establishment, shall unlawfully detain, delay, or
open, aty lotter, packet, bug, or mail of lottery, with
which he shall he entrusted, or which shall have come
to his possession, nd which are inteuded to bo eotivey-
ed by post; ory if any suelt person shall secrote, cmboez-
gle, or destroy, any Jetter or packet entristod to steh
person ag aforernid; wid which shindl not contain tiry se-
curity {or, or nssurance relating to monoy, oy heteinafter
deseribod, every sl offender, being thereof duly eon-
victed, shall, for every suede offonee, he fined, ot ex-
ceeding three Inmdred dollarg, ot dmprisoned, not ox-
ceeding six months, or botl, aceording to the eiredim-
stances aud agpravitions of tho offnee,  And if any
person, employed a8 aforesadd, shall scerote, embozzle,
or destroy, any Jotter; paeket, bogy or inudl of Iattm‘s*i

" with which he or she shall by entrasted, or which shal

have corne to Tis or her possession; nnd are intended to
ha conveyed by post, containing abiy bank note 6r bunk
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post bill, Lill of exchiange, warrant of the Treasury of If containe

the United Stafes, note of assigmment of stock in the ig‘:!j? money,
funds, letters of attorney for receiving annnities or divi- *¢ :
dends, or for selling stock in the fands, or receiving the
utterest thereofy or any letter of erodit, or note for, or
relating to, payment of moneys, or any bond, or war-
ranty drafty bill, or promissory note, covenant, contract,
or agrectuent, whatsoever, for, or relating to, the puy-
ment of mouey, or the delivery of any witicle of value,
or the performanec of auy aety matter, or thing, or auy
teceipty release, aequittanee, oy discharge of, or {rom,
any debt, coventmt, or demand, or any putt thercof; or
aity copy of any record of any judgniont, or decree, in
aty court of Inw, or ehaneery, or wiy execution which
may huve isstied thercon, or oy copy of any othoer re
cotdl, or any other artiele of valie, or auy writing repre.
senting the ste; or i auy such pertion, eiployed as
aforesaid, shall stealy or take, nuy of the sume ottt of any Stealing,
letter, packety hng, o inail of lotters, that shall eome to %o
his ot her possession, stieh person shall, o convietion
for any such ollinee, b imprisoned not less than ten Penulty to
yearsy nor excooding twenty-one years 3 and if Qily pors tliose iy
sott who shall have taken eharge of the mails of the Post Office
United States, shall quit or desert the samo before sueh ;}“‘,}f,’l"”
person dolivers it into the post otlice kept at the tormninas Quitting, ex
tion of the route, or kote known mail carniery Or agent jogeptiog
of the General Post Olliee, authorized to reecive the the mall,
suttiey evely stich persou, wo ollonding, shall forfeit and
pay & stitn tot exceeding five hundred dollurs for every
stich oflence 3 and i any person concerned in carrying renlty,
the wmail of the United Siates, shall colleet, vocuive, or ,
carry nn?r luttor, or packet; or shall enuse or procure the Madl carrde
sumo to be done, contrary to thiy aet, overy such oflends o ég’;‘;'{?‘{%’
or shall forfeit and pay, tor every such offence, & sum Jepep S
not exeovding fifty dolla, s

Suc. 22 And bo it further enacted, Thatif any it
son shall rob wy euerior ol the 1mil of the United States, Robbing the
o other perso entetisted thorewith, of such mail, or of Wail,
part thereof, such offonder or offeudors shull, on tonvie.
tion, be imiprisoned not less than fve years, nor exceods Penalty,
ing ten yeart; and, if convieted o soeond time of a Jike
oflence, he or they shall suter death § oy, if) in cflecting
sueh yobbery of the mail, the first tine, the eiltndey shall
wound the porson having eustody thereof, or put his life
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in joopardy, by the use of dangerous woupous, sich ofs

fender or oifenders shall sutlor death,  And if any pet-

Attempting S0t shall attempt to rob the mail of the United States, by

Lo rob, assanlting the person having custody thereof, shooting

at liim or his howse or nule, or threatening him with

dangeros weapons, and the robbery s not effveted,

every siteh offonder.on convietion thereof; shatl be pune

ishod by fmprisonmuent, not less thitl (o yeres, nor ex-

Stealing the couding ton years.  And, if any porson shall steal the

;““ﬁ‘i;“’{:'il‘"“’)!}‘ mail, or shall steal or tako {rom, or out of, any waily or

eimbezzling, oMy 0r out of, sy post oflice, any lettor or packet; oz,

e, it any person shall take the mail, or any letter or paeket

thorefrot, or frort any post olliee, whether with or withs

out the consent of the person having custody thereof,

and shall opon, embezzle, or destroy, any sueh mail, lot-

tor, or pucket, the sane contuining any artielo of value,

or avidenco ol any debty due, demand, right or elaim, or

any relense, receipt, acquittance, or discharge, or any

other article, puper, or thing, mentioned and doseribed i

tho twenty-first section of this act; or, if any person

shall, by fraud or deception, obtuin from any person hiye

ing custody therool, any mndl, letter or packet, contain-

ing any wticlo of value, or evidenco thereof, or vithor of

the writings referred to, or next shovemontioned, suceh

offendor or offenders, on convietion thercofy shall bo ime

Penalty, prisoned, not less than two, nor excoeding ton yoors,

And, if any porson shall take any lottor or packot, not

econtaining auy articlo of value, nor evidenee thereof, out

Opening,  of u post offies, or shall open any lotter, or puckot, which

L’;Y(}:ﬁ:""“" shall have beon in a post oflice, or i custody of a muil

ing lottary. Cortior, beforo it shull have hewn dolivered (o the porsun

to whom it is direeted, with o dosign to obstruct the cors

regpondence, to pry into another’s business, orseerets § or

ghall seercto, embezzle, o1 dostroy, any such mail, lottor

or paelet, sueh offonder, upon conviction, shall pay, for

avery suel offence, nsum not exceeding five hundred dol-
Jars, audd bo imprisoned, not exeooding twolve wmonths.

Sue, 23, And be it further enacted, 'Fhat, if sy pors

Cutting-or son. Bhnll rip, eut, tear, brirn, or otherwise injure, any

destroying valigo, J)Ol‘tirml‘ltmlli, or other bug, used, or desighed to

Venalty.

;}“g}‘!,ki:;'f“ o Iy wsod, by any person aeting under the authority of the
teats, Postmungter Goperal; or any person in whom hiy powes

are vested, in u convoyauce of any mail, lottery packet ox
nowspapoer, or pamphlet, or shall draw or hreak any stas
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tached to, or belonging to any such valise, portmanteau,
or bagy with an intent to rob, or steal any mail, letter,
pucket, newspaper, or pamphlot, o to render cither of
the suine insecure, every such oflender, upon conviction,
shall, for every such oilenco, pay o sum not Jess than

ple, or loosen any part of any lock, chain, or strap, at- unl};ﬂ”‘m’;fﬂs' a
or lock, gcc.

one hundred dollus, nor exceeding five hundred dol]ars, Penalty.

or be imprisoned, not less than one year, nor exceeding
threo yeurs, at the diseretion of the "court before whom
sueh convietion is hul,

Suee s And be it further enacted, "That every per-

soft, who, ﬁ'm'x){ and after the pussage of this act, shall Aiders and
procutey and advise, or assist, in the doing or perpetra- abettors,

tion of auy of the acts or crimes by this et forbidden,
shall be subjeet to the saine penaltics and punishments
ag the persons ore subject to, who shall actually do or
perpetiate any of the said aets or erimes, according to
tho provisions of this act, :

Sucs 80, And be it further enacted, That overy per
sob who shall be imprisoucd, by o judgment of court,
under and by virtue of the twenty-first, twenty-second,
twenty-thivd, or twonty-fourth seetions of Uhis act, shall
bo kept at hard Jubor during the peried of such impris-
onmaont, ‘ :

Suies 6. And be it further enacted, "That the post-
tmastors shall, respeetivoely, pablish, at the expiration of

Advertia

evory threo months, or oftencr, when tho Postmaster si"ﬁleﬂeu

(ieneral shall so direet, in one of the newspapers pyb- o

lished af or nearost the place of lis residence, for three
sueeessive weeks, o list of all the lotters ramaining in,
their respeetive oflices, or instead thercof, shall muke out
a number of sueh lists, and causo them to ho posted at
sueh publie places in thely viein tyy as shall appeay to them
hest adapted for the uformation ‘of the parties concern-
ed; ond at the expivation of the next three months, shall
sond suelt of tho suid Jotters s then remain on hand, as

and.,

dead letters, to the General Post Oflice, where the same Dead leks

shall be opened and iuspeeted s and il any valuahle p
jets, or matters of consequence, shall be found therein,
it shall bo tho duty of the Postiaster General to return
sueh letter o the writer thereof, or causo a deseriptive
list thereof to bo inserted in one of the newspapers pube-
lished at tho place most convenient to the supposed resi-
deno of the owner, if wikin the United Statey; and

- ters,
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such letter, and the contents, shall be preserved, to be
delivered to the person to whom the same shall be ad-
dressed, upon payment of the postage, and the expense
of publication. And if such letter contain money, the
Postmaster General may appropriate it to the use of the
Department, keeping an account thereof, and the amount
shall be paid by the Department to the rightful claimant
so soon as he shall be found.
Sgo. 27. And be it further enacted, "That letters and
Free letters. packets to and from the following officers of the United
States, ShﬂlLu%,,TPQ@XQCLQﬂd conveyed by post free of
postage . Fiach postimaster, provided each of HisTetters or
Officers en- PACKELS shall not exceed half an ounce in weight ; each
el to . ember of the Senate, and each member and delegate of
franks. the House of Representatives of the Congress of the Uni-
ted States ; the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the
House of Representatives, provided each letter or packet
(except documents printed by the order of either House
of Congress,) shall not exceed two ounces in weight,
and during their actual attendance in any session of Con-
gress, and sixty days before and after such session, and
ih case of excess of weight, that excess alone shall be
paid for; the President of the United States, Vice Presi-
dent; the Secretary of State, of the Treasury, of War,
of the Navy; Attorney General; Postmaster General,
and the Assistant Postmasters General; the Comptrol-
lers of the Treasury, Auditors, Register, Treasurer, and
Commissioner of the General Land Office ; and such in-
dividual who shall have been, or may hereafter be, Pres-
ident of the United States; and each may receive news-
. papers by post, frec of postage: Provided, That post-
ree News- ¢ . . .
papers. masters shall not receive, free of postage, more than one
daily newspaper each, or what is equivalent thereto; nor
shall members of the Senate, or of the House of Repre-
sentatives, the Clerk of the House, or Secretary of the
Senate, Teceive Newspapers, free of postage, after their
privilege of franking shall cease.
persons  SEC. 28. And be it further enacted, T'hat if any per-
entitled to  son shall frank any letter or letters, other than those
frank, not yyitten by himself, or by his order on the business of
to frank for .. ! . X
others.;  his office, he shall, on conviction thereof, pay a fine of
Penalty.  ten dollars, and it shall be the especial duty of postmas-
ters to prosecute for said offence: Provided, 'T'hat the
Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary of State, Secretary

g
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of War, Secretary of the Navy, and Postmaster Gene-

ral, may frank letters or packets on official business, pre-

pared in any other public office, in the absence’of the

principal thereof. And if any persen, having the right .
to receive his letters free of postage, shall receive, en- Letters/en-
closed to him, any letter or packet addressed to a person gg’ei‘ift“ ,
not having that right,’it shall be his duty to return the "-c o
same to the post office, marking thereon the place from

whenee it came, that it may be charged with postage.

And if any person shall counterfelt the hand-writing or counterfeit.
[frank of any person, or cause the same to be done, in ing frarks.
order to avoid the payment of postuge, each person, so
';ﬁflelnding, shall pay, for every such offénce, five hundred

ollars.

Sec. 29. And be it further enacted, 'Fhat every prin-  Printers’
ter of newspapers may send one paper to each and every ¢xchange
other printer of newspapers- within the United States, P#Per® free-
free of postage, under such regulations as the Postmas-
ter General shall provide. '” ‘ «

Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, That all news- Newspa-
papers conveyed in the mail, shall be under cover, open, P&
at one end, and charged with a P,O’St?‘ﬁe of one cent each, FO"&:
for any distance not more than one hundred miles, and
one and & half cents {67 any greater distance: Prowi-
ded, "That the postage of a single newspaper from any
one place to another, in the same State, shall not exceed
one cent; and the Postmaster General shall require those
who receive newspapers by post, to pay always the
amount of ‘one guartqrj’s postage in advance: and should Paidinad.
the publisher of any newspaper, after being three months vance.
previously notified that his paper is not takéh out of the When sold
office to which it is sent for delivery, continue to forward for postage.
such paper in the mail, the postmaster to whose office
such paper is sent, may dispose of the same, for the
postage, unless the publisher shall pay it. If anyper- _ . =
sott employed in any department of the post office, shall em:l'i:" -
improperly detain, delay, embezzle, or destroy, any news- or de.tmyi“ .
paper, or shall permit any other person to do the like, ing them.
or shall open, or ‘permit any other to open, any mail, or
packet, .of newspapers, not directed to the office where
he is employed, such offender shall,-on conviction there-
of, forfeit a sum not exeeeding fifty dollars, for every such penslty.
offence. And if any otliér pers% 1 shall ofen‘ any mail '

hall embezzle or destroy
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the same, not being directed to such person, or not being
authorized to receive or open the same, such offender

shall, on conviction thereof, pay a sum not exceeding

twenty ‘dollars, for every such offence. And if any per-

Stealing son shall take, orsteal, any packet, bag, or mail of news-
shem. papers, from, or out of any post office, or from any per-
son having custody thereof, such person shall, on con-

viction, be imprisoned, not exceeding three months, for

every such offence, to be kept at hard labor during the

- period of such imprisonment. - If any person shall en-
E“cl‘ﬁsing close or conceal a letter, or other thing, or any memo-
in them let. randum in writing, in a newspaper, pamphlet, or maga-
ters, ke. or zine, or in any package of newspapers, pamphlets, or
writing on  magazines, or make any writing or memoranduwm there-
them. on, which he shall have delivered intc any post office,
or to any person for that purpose, in order that the same

_may be carried by post, free of letter postage, he shall

Penalty.  forfeit the sum of five dollars for every such offence ;
“and the leftéer, newspaper, package, memorandum, or

other thing, shall not be delivered tothe person to whom

it is directed, until the amount of single letter postage is

paid for each article of which the package is composed.

No newspapers shall be received by the postmasters, to

To be dried be conveyed, by post, unless they are sufficiently dried,
and num-  and enclosed in proper wrappers, on which, besides the
ered- direction, shall be noted the number of papers which
are enclosed for subscribers, and the number for printers :
Provided, That the humber need not be endorsed, if

the publisher shall agree to furnish the postmaster, at

the close of each quarter, a certified statement of the

i number of papers sent in the mail, chargeable with post-
Privilege to 8g6- The Postimaster General, in any contract he muay
mail carri-  enter into for the conveyance of the mail, may authorize
ersto carry thep erson with whom such eontract is to be made, to carry
newspapers pewspapers, magazines and pamphlets, other than those
provise,  conveyed in the mail: Provided, That no preference
shall be given to the publisher of one newspaper over

Periodica that of another, in the same place. When the mode of
magazines CoOnveyance, and the size of the mail will admit of i,
and pamph- such magazines and pamd’phlets as are published periodi-
lets, cally, may he transported in the mail, to subseribers, at
Postage.  oneand a half cents asheet, for any distance not exceed-
Not period- ing one hundred miles, and fwo and a half cents for any
ical, greater distance. And such magazines and pamphlets

e e .
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48 are not published periodically, if sent in the mail,

shall be charged with a postage of four cents on each

sheet, for any distance not exceeding one hundred miles,

and six cents for any greater distance. ' ,
Src. 3L. And be 1t further ehacted, That, if any post- Delinquent

master, or other person suthorized to receive the fmstage‘postmasxzﬁo

of letters and packets, shall rieglect or refuse to’ render

his accounts; and puy over to the Postmaster General the

balance by him due, at the end of every three months,

it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to cause

o suit to be commenced against the person or persons so ;5/0 be sued.

neglecting or refusing: That all suits, which shall be

hereafter commenced, for the recovery of debts or balar-

ces due to the General Post Office, whether they appear

by bond or obligations, made in the name of the oxisting,

or any preceding Postinaster General, oi otherwise, shall

be instituted in’the name of the “Postimaster General of

the United States.” That certjfizd statements, uiitler the f*“"‘f'.‘;l“ to

scal of tho €eneral Post Office, of the accounts of the oy o idd

several postmasters and contractors) after the same shall

have been examined and adjusted at that offide, shall be

admitted as evidence in all suits*brought by the Post-

master General for the recovery of halangss or debts due

from postmasters or contractors; and also certified copies

of the dquarterly accounts of postmasters; or, if lodged

~ in the T'reasury, copies, certified by the Register, under

the seal of his office, shall be udmitted as evidence,

Sue. 3. And be it further enacted, That, if any post-- P;lmlty for
masier shall neglect to render his accounts for one month 4¢f-ults-
after the time, and in the form and manner prescribed by
law, and by the Postmaster General’s instructions, con-
formable therewith, he shall forfeit double the yalue of
the postages which shall have arisen at the same office
in any equal portion of time previous of subsequent
thereto; or, in case no account shall have been rendered
at the time of ‘trial of such ¢ase, then such- sum as the -
court and jury shall estimate, equivalent thereto, to be
recovered by the Postmaster General, in an action’ of
debt, on the bond aiainst; the postrnaster and his securi-
ties, and for which the securities shall be liable. '

Sec. 33, And be it furthor enacted, Thut all pecu- OF fincs,
niar{r penalties and forfeitnres, incurred under this act,
shall be gne half for the use of the person or persons

informing and prosecuting ‘for the same, and the other -
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half to the use of the United States, and shall be paid
over to the Postmaster General, and accounted for by
him as other moneys of the Department,
Sec. 34. And be it further enacted, That it shall be
Mails be- Jawful for the Postmaster Gieneral to make Pprovision
yond sea. where it may be necessary, for the receipt of all letter
and packets intended te be conveyed by any ship or ves-
sel beyond sea, or from any port in the United States tc
another port therein; and the letters so received shall be.
formed into a mail, sealed up, and directed to the post-
master of the port to which such ship or vessel shall be
bound; and for every letter or packet so received, there
Postage.  shall be paid, at the time of its reception, a postage of
one cent, which shall be for the use of the postmasters
respectively receiving the same. And the Postmaster
General may make arrangements with the postmasters
in any foreign country, for the réciprocal receipt and de-
livery of letters and packets through the post office.
Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That the post-
?xempgifiarg masters, postriders, and drivers of the mail stages, shall
n;‘:,"}u':,‘;, Y2 be exempt from militia duties, and serving on jaries, of
duty. any fine or penalty for neglect thereof. . s -
Sec. 36. And be it further enacted, That letter car- ¢
Letter cae riers shall be employed at such post offices as the Post-
riers. master Gteneral shall direct, for the delivery of letters in
the places, respectively, where such post offices are es-
tablished; and, foi the delivery of each such letter, the - ;
letter carrier may receive, of the person to whom the de- - §
livery is made, two cents: Provided, 'That no letter
shall be delivered to such letter carrier for delivery, ad-
dressed to any person who shall have lodged at the post
offiee a written request that the letter shall be detairied
Letterbox in the office.  And, for every letter lodged at any post
letters, ene office, not to be carried by post, but to be delivered at the
cent. place where it is so lodged, the postmaster shall receive
one cent of the person to whom it shall be delivered.
Sec. 37. And be it further enacted, That all causes
ste  of action arising under this act, may be sued, and all of- S
conrts’ ju- fenders against this act, may be prosecuted, before the &
risdiction. iy stices of the peace, magistrates, or other judicial courts - ]
of the several States, and of the several Territories of
the United States, they having competent jurisdiction, by
the laws of such States or Territories, to the trial of
claims and demands of as great value, and of the pros-
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®eutions, where the punishments are of as great extent

and such justices, magistrates, or judiciary, shall take ..-.
cognizance thereof, and proceed to Judgment a6d execu-

tion, as in other cases. ~ ;

Sec. 38. And be it further enucted, That, in all suits }Til}dsj“ems
or causes arising under this act, the court shall proceed st ferm-
to trial, and render judgment the first term after such suit
shall be commenced : Provided, always, That, when-
ever service of the process. shall not have been made
twenty days, at least, previous to the return day of suchg, ..o
term, the defendant shall be entitled to one continuance,
if’ the court, on the statement of such defendant, shall
Judge it expedient: Provided also, 'That, if the defend-
ant in such suits shall make affidavit that he hasa claim
ageinst the General Post Office, not allowed by the Post-
master General, although submitted to him ¢onformably
to the regulations of the Post Office, and shall specify
such claim in the affidavit, and that he could not be pre-
pared for the trial at such term, for want of evidence,
the court, in such case, being satisfied in those respects,
may grant aeontinuance until the next succeeding term;

and the Postmaster General shall -be authorized to dis- Postmuster’ §

charge from imprisonment any person confined jn jail, General . -
on any judgment in a civil case, obtained in behalf of the 4 dijgfi-bm
Departmentt Provided, It be made to appear that fthe&-p‘,.;mg,,.;f .
defendant has no property of any description:” And pré- Provisos,
vided, That such release shall not bar a subsequent exé- v
cution against the. property of the defendant, | C

Suc. 39. And be it further enacted, That it shall be_Post roads

the duty of the Postmaster General to réport, annually, hot produ.
to Congress, every post road which shall not, after the §8one-
second year from its establishment, have produced one<: "
third of the expense of carrying the mail on the same. B
Skc. 40. .And be it further endcted, That the Adju- Adjutant
tant General of the militia of each State and ‘Tettitory General of

shall have a right o receive, by mail, free of postageé, Militin’s

from any Major General or Brigadier General thereof, fran,
and to transmit to said Generals, any letter or packet,.
relating solely to the militia of such State or Territory : proviso.
Provided, alwdgﬁ, That every such officer, before he
delivers any such letter or package for transmission,
shall, in his own proper hand writing, on the outside
thereof, etidorse the nature of the papers enclosed,; and
thereto subscribe his name and office, and shall previous-
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Iy furnish the postmaster of the office where he shall de-
posit- tne same, with a specimen of his signature. And
Penslty.  if any such officer shall frank any letter or package, it
which shall be contained: any thing. relative to any sub-
ject other than of the militia of such State or Territory,
every offender shall, on conviction of every such offence;

forfeit and pay a fine of fifty dollars.
SEc. 41. And be it further enacted, That, whenever
Surplus of the annual emoluments of any postmaster, after deduct-
, 5:?2:;1»1 ing therefrom the necessary expenditures incident torhis
| ments over Ofice, shall amount to more than two thousand dollars,
$2,000 per the surplus shall be accounted for, and paid to the Post-
anmam.  master General, and by him to be accounted for in the:
same manner as other moneys accruing from the Post

Office establishment.

Sec. 42. And be it further enacted, That no post-
Postmas- master, assistant postmaster, or clerk, employed in any

:ﬁ"g»e %z;:‘“t post office, shall be a contractor, 6¥ concerned in a con-

shall not interfere with contracts heretofore made.

‘ Sec. 43. And be it further enacted, That no addi-
Increaseof tional allowance shall be made, by the Postmaster Gen-
pay of con- eral, to' the contractor er carrier of any meil, on any
:‘;:im'”’" ‘route, over or beyond the amount stipnlated ir¢ the con-

" tract entered into for the transportation of the mail on
such route, unless additicnal service shall be required ;
and then: no additional compensation shall be allowed,
to-exceed the exact proportion of ihe original amount
to the additional duties required; and the Postmaster
General shall, in all such cases, within thirty days there-
after, transmit to the First Comptroller of the Treasury
an account of such additional services, and the eompen-
sation to be allowed therefor.

Proposers Persons, who shall hereafter make any proposal in wri-
forcontracts ting; to carry or transport the mail upon any route or
who dowot routes, which may be advertised to be let, and such per-
com@lf  son or persons shall be determined by the Postmaster
 General fo be entitled to the contract, by virtue of such
proposition, and such person or persons shall fail or re-
fuse to enter into an obligation, with good and sufficient
security, to perform such contract within the time ze-
quired by the Postmaster General, in such advertise-
ment, such person or persons shall forfeit and pay so

tractors,,  tract for carrying the mail: Provided, That this section |

- Sec. 54. And be it further enacted, That any personor -
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wmuch money as shall be the difference between the

Postmaster General shall have to pay for the same trans-
portation of the mail on such route or routes’; which
sam may be recovered by the Postmaster General in an
action on the case, o , ,

Sec. 45. And be it further enacted, That if any per-
son shall buy, receive, or conceal, or aid in buying, re-
ceiving, or concealing, any article mentioned in the twen-
ty-first section of this act, knowing the same to haye been
stolen or embezzled from the mail of the United States,
or out of any post office, or from any person having the
custody of the said mail, or the letters sent or to be sent
therein ; orif any person shall be accessory after the fact
to any robbery of the carrier of the mail of the United
States, or other person entrusted therewith, of such mail,
or of part thereof, every person, so offending, shall, on

eonviction thereof, pay a fine not exceeding two thou- Penalty.

sand dollars, and be imprisoned and confined to hard
labor for any time not exceeding ten years. And such
person or persons, so offending, may be tried and con-
victed without the principal offender being first tried,
provided such principal offender has fled from Justice,
<or cannot be found to be put on his trial. -

Sec. 46. And be it further enacted, That all.acts and  Repeat of
parts of acts which have been passed for the establish- former acts.

ment and regulation of the Gteneral Post Office, shall be,
and the same are hereby, repealed : Provided, That the
act, entitled “An Act concerning public contracts,” ap- |
proved on the twenty-first of April, one thousand eight
hundred and eight, shall not be affected hereby, but shall
remain in full force and virtue: And provided, also,

that nothing herein contained shall be construed to af. Fr"sos

fect, or extend to, any offence committed against the laws,
now in foree, intended by this act to be. repealed ; but
the same shall be prosecuted, and determined, and pun-
ished, according to the said laws; nor to affect any ex-
isting contract, or debt, or demand, due to or from the
Depaitment; but all such offences, crimes, debts, duties,
demands, and contraets, shall be held in force, and ad-
executed, according to the pre-
sent laws in force, as though this act had: not passed ;
nor shall it affect any appointments to office made under
the laws hereby »epealed.

[AerrovED, March 3, 1825.

amount contained in such proposal, and the amount the Forfeit.
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. AN ACT
To establish certain Past Roads, and to discontinue others.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all post
routes which hereafter, within the term of three succes-
sive years, fail to yield one-fourth of the expense inci-
dent to its establishment, shall be discontinued by the
Postmaster General, unless in cases where it may be ne-
cessary as a ¢onnection or continuance of a route or

Certain post TOUtES : Provided, also, That this section shall not be so
routes to be construed as to deprive the seat of justice, in each county,
discontin-  of one mail going to and from said town.

uec [ArprovED, March 3, 1825.

AN ACT
Amendatory of the Act regulating the Post Office Department.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives of the United States of Americe in Congress
assembled, That the Postmaster General be authorized
to allow to the postmasters at the several distributing
offices, a commission, not to exceed five per cent. on the
amount of postage on letters and packets received for
distribution. 'The allowance to commenee on the third
of March, eighteen hundred and twenty-five : Provided,

Commission 'L hat, if the number of mails received at, and despatch-
allowed to ed from, any such office, is not increased by the distribu-
POS!ma?;e‘:S ting system, then no allowance shall be made ‘therefor,
ﬁn‘;}‘mc‘;‘ except where special provision: is made.

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Post-

Proviso.  Master General be authorized to allow to each postmas-
ter one cent for every letter received from any ship or
vessel, and mailed by him, Provided his usual commis-
sion, together with the allowance aforesaid, shall not ex-
ceed the sum of two hundred dollars a year. And the

Allowance letter carriers employed at_post offices shall be author-
for ship let- 70 to receive for each newspaper delivered by them, an

tersreceiv’d . ; T

and muiled. half cent, and no more. R ‘

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That no person,
other than the Postmaster. General, or his authorized

Letrer car- agents, shall set up ary foot or horse post,: for the con-
riers. veyance of letters and packets, upon any post-road,
which is or may he established as such by law. And
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every person who shall offend herein, shall incur a pen.
alty of not exceeding fifty dollars, for each letter or
packet so carried. :

See. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Com- Franking
missioners of the Navy Board, the Adjutant General, P;"‘,‘(’,‘!{egf
Commissary General, Inspectors General, Quartermas- getain offie
ter General, Paymaster General, the Secretary of the cers.
Senate, Clerk of the House of Representatives, and
Superintendent of the Patent Office, be authorized to
frank, and to receive lettters and packets by post, free of
postage, aiid that no other persons or officers, excepting
those enumerated herein, and in the act *to reduce into
one the several acts establishing and regulating the Post
Office Department,” passed on the third of March,
eighteen hundred and twenty-five, shall be authorized
to franl or to receive letters through the mail free of
postage. '

Sec. 5. And beit further enucted, That one or more Rules for
pieces of paper, mailed as a letter, and weighing one :Iht!:l'gl"g‘
ounce, shall be charged with quadruple postage, and at oo PO
the same rate, should the weight be greater ; and quad-
ruple postage shall be charged on all packets containing
four pieces of paper. Ivery printed pamphlet or mag- Rules for
azine which contains more than twenty-four pages on a charging .
royal shect, or any sheet of less dimensions, shall be P':‘)‘s':}:h:“
charged by the sheet, and small pamphlets printed on a P 6%
half or quarter sheet of royal, or less size, shall be
charged with half the amount of postage charged on a
full sheet ; and there shall be printed or written, on one
of the outer pages of all pamphlets and magazines, to
be sent by mail, the number of sheets they contain ;
and if such number shall not he truly stated, double
postage shall be charged. _ 5

Skc. 6. And be 1t further enacted, That no "Post- NoPostmas.
master or assistant Postmaster shall act as agent: for ;ﬁ“f," ussist

. . .. ant Pustmasge

lottery offices, or under any color of purchase, or other- ter t act ag
wise, vend lottery tickets; nor shall any Postmaster re- agent for
ceive free of postage, or frank, lottery schemes, cireu- lottery offl.
lars, or tickets, For a violation of this provision, the ***
person offending shall suffer a penalty of fifty dollars.

o |ArerovED, March 2, 1827.

 §
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RESOLUTION

Authorizing the Speaker of the House of Representatives to frank
letters and packages.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in_Congress
Speaker e assembled, That the Speaker of the House of Repre-.
titledto  sentatives of the Unlted States be, and is hereby, author-
frank. ized to frank and to receive letters and packages by

mail, free of postage. [ArprovED, April 3, 1828,

o AN ACT

To provide for the appointment of a Solicitor of the Treasury.

Part of Sec. 11. All letters to and from the Solici-
tor of the Treasury, relating to the duties and business
of his office, shall be transmitted by mail free of post-
age. [ArPrOVED, May 29, 1830.

_ RESOLUTION
In relation to the trarsmission of public Documents printed by order
of either House of Congress.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress
Repealing  #$sembled, That nothing contained in the act to reduce
clause of the into one the several acts establishing and regulating the
actof Merch Post Office Department, approved March third, one
3, 1835, lim- thousand eight hundred and twenty-five, shall be con-

ited; ] .. X
strued to repeal or limit the operation of the act author-
izing the transmission of certain documents free of post-
age, approved December nineteenth, one thousand eight-
hundred and twenty-one. _
- [AperovED, January 13, 1831.

AN ACT
To provide for the aprnintment of & Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
and for other purposes,

Part of Sec. 3. All letters and packages to and from
the said Commissioner, touching the business of his
office, shall be free of postage. »

- [ApprovED, July 9, 1832.
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AN ACT

ik Making appropriations for the Civil and Diplomatic expenses of Gox-
| 3 ernment for the year 1833. . §
a- - Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That so much lepealing
ss of the twenty-seventh section of the act approved third %
€-. & of March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five,
1- I as restricts the franking privilege of members of Con-
¥ gress to the period of sixty days before and after each
session, shall be, and the same is hereby repealed ;. and Franking
it shall be lawful for the said privilege to be exercised by L’;_‘t‘:}:iﬁ
each member of Congress from the period of sixty days
. before he takes his seat in Congress, until the meeting
C1- of the next Congress, and that said privilege shall be ex-
5SS 8 tended to all members of the present Congress until the
St- o next session.
] [ArerovED, March 2, 1833.
AN ACT
ér

Authorizing the Governors of the several States to transmit’by mail
certain Books and Documents.

a- Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of

o8 Representatives of the United States of America in ;
Ee Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful for the ;
© Governors of the several States to transmit by mail, free 7
ne of postage, all laws and reports, whether bound orun-
- bound, and all records and documents of their respec-
- tive States, which may be directed by the Legislature of
st~ the several States to be trangmitted to the Fxecutives
hs of other States; and the Goternor of the State trans-
mitting the same shall, in addition to his franlk, endorse 4

the kind of book or docurhent enclosed, and direct the ]

same to the Governor of the State to which the same

may be sent. ~ ‘ [Arprovep, June 30, 1834, g

'S, —— : ‘
. B AN ACT SR CI
m - Muking appropriations for the psayment of the Revolutionary and N
1S = other Pensianers of the Un'ted States, for the year 1836, " BENTRREEE,

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That hereafter centain bai s
no bank notes of less denomination than tewr dollays, notes nott - |
and that from and after the third day of March, anno be offered . §
Domini eighteen hundred and thirty seven, no bank P¥™** ™

note of less denemination than twenty dollars shall be. . .
offered -in~payment in any case whatsoever in which - - 5.

money is to be paid by the United States or the Post
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Office Department ; nor shall any bank note, of any
denomination, be so offered, unless the same shall be
payable, and paid on demand, in gold or silver coin, at
the place where issued, and which shall not be equiva-
lent to specie at the place where offered, and” couverta-
ble into gold or silver upon the spot, at the will of the
holder, and without delay or loss to him: Provided,
that nothing herein contained shall be construed to
make any thing but gold or silver a legal tender by
any individual, or by the United States.
[ArprovED, April 14, 1836.

AN ACT
To regulate the Deposites of the Public Money.

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That no bank
shall be selected or continued as a place of deposites
of the public money which shall not redeem its notes
and bills on demand in specie ; nor shall any bank be
selected or continued as aforesaid, which shall, after
the fourth day of July, in the year one thousand eight
hundred and thirty six, issue or pay out any note or
bill of less denomination than five dollars; nor shall
the notes or bills of any bank be received in payment
of any debt due to the United States, which shall, after
the said fourth day of July in the year one thousand
eight hundred and thirty six, issue any note or bill of
a less denomination than five dollars.

[ArpPrOVED, June 23, 1836.

v AN ACT
To change the organization of the Post Office Department, and to pro-
vide more effectually for the scttlement of the accounts theveof.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the United States of America in Con-
Revenuesto oress assembled, That the revenues arising in the

be pad into y ; X
o e"Treasu_ Post Office Department, and all debts due to the same,

1. shall, when collected, be paid, under the direction of
the Postmaster General, into the Treasury of the
United States.

Postmaster  Sgpc. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Post-

General 1o oster General shall” submit to Congress at the next

submit esti- . . . ;
mates, ke, and each succeeding annual session, specific esti-
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mates of the sums of money expected to be reguired

for the service of the Department in the subsequent

year, commencing on the first day of July, under the

following heads, viz: « Compensation of Postmasters,”

“Transportation of the Maijs,” « Ship, steam-boat, and

way letters,” Wrapping paper,” « Ofiice furniture,”

“Advertising,” “Mail bags,”” “ Blanks,” « Mail locks,

keys, and stamps,” ¢ Mail depredations and special

agents,” “ Clerks for offices,” and © Miscellaneots.”

And the Posimaster General shall render an account

to Congress, at each succeeding annual session, of the

amounts actually expended for each of the purposes

above specified. S
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the aggre- Appropria-

gate sum required “for the service of the Post Office fion made

Department,” in each year, shall be appropriated by nues of the

law out of the revenue of the Department, and that afl Post Office

payments of the receipts of the Post Office Depart- Departm't.

ment into the Treasury, shall be to the credit of the

said appropriation.. ' :
Sec. 4. And be it furiher enacted. That the SUms To he paid

appropriated for the service aforesuid shall be paid by by the Trea-

the Treasurer in the manner herein directed : Provided, *"**"

That the compensation of Postmasters, the expenses of Provise.

Post Offices, and such other expenses of the Department

for which appropriations have been made, as may be

incurred by Postmasters, may be deducted out of the

proceeds of their offices, under the direction of the Post- 5

master General: And provided, also, That all charges provise, ..

against the Department by Postmasters, on account of

such expenses, shall be submitted for examination and

settlement, to the Auditor herein provided for ; and that

no such deduction shall be valid, unless the expendi-

ture so deducted, be found to have been made in con-

formity to law: And provided, also, That the Post- Proviso.

master General shall have power to transfer debis due

on account of the Department, by Postmasters and

others, in satisfaction of the legal demands for which

appropriations have been made, of such contractors

who may be creditors of the Department, as shall have

given bonds, with security, to refund any moneys that

may come into their hands over and above the amount_
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which may be found due to them on the settlement of
their accounts.

Sge. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Treasurer
of the United States shall give receipts for all moneys
received by him to the credit of the appropriation for
the service of the Post Odice Department; which re-
ceipts shall be endorsed upon warrants drawn by the
Postmuster Cieneral, and without such warrant 1o
acknowledgement for money received as aforesaid shall
be valid.

Sgo. 6. And be it further enacted, That the -appro-
priations for the service of the Post Office Department,
shall be disbursed by the Teasurer out of the moneys
paid into the T'reasury for the service of the Post Office
Department, upon the warrants of the Postmaster Gene-
ral, registered and countersigned as herein provided,
and expressing ou their faces the appropriation to which
they should be charged. :

Suc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the Trea-
suver shall rendor his accounts of the moneys received
and paid by him on account of the Post Office Depart-
ment, quarterly, to the Auditor for the Post Office De-
partment, hereinafter provided for, and shall transmit
copies of the same, when adjusted by him, to the two
Houses of Congress.

Sec. 8, And be it further enacted, That there shall
be appoiuted by the President, with the consent of the
Senate, an Auditor of the "Freasury for the Post Office

Departinent, whose duty it shall be to receive all ac-
P ) y

counts arising in the said Department, o relative there-
to, to audit and setile the sane, and certify their balan-
ces to the Postmaster General : Provided, Thatif either
the Postmaster (feneral, or any person whose account
shall be settled, ba dissatisfied therewith, he may, with-
in twelve months, appeal to the Iirst Comptroller of
the Treasury, whose decision shall be final and conclu-
give. 'The suid Auditor shall report to the Postmaster
General, when required, the official forms of papers-ta
pe used by postmusters, and other officers or agents of
the Department concerned in its receipts and payments,
and the manner and form of keeping and stating its ac-
counts. He shall keep and preserve all accounts, with

e wdnas T o T T B OO L SN,
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the vouchers, after settlement. He shall promptly re-
port to the Postmaster General all delinquencies of post-
masters in paying over the proceeds of their offices. He
shall close the accounts of the Department quarterly,
and transmit to the Secretary of the Treasury quarterly
statements of its receipts and expenditures. - He shall
register, charge and countersign, all warrants upon the
Treasury for receipts and payients issued by the Post-
master General, when warranted by law. He shall per- -
form such other duties, in relation to the financial con-
cerns of the Department, as shall be assigned to him by
the Secretary of the Treasury, [or Postmaster General,]
and shall make to them respectively, such reports as
either of them may require respecting the same. The
said Auditor may - frank, and receive free of postage,
letters and packets under the regulations provided by
law for other officers of the Goverment. And all let-
ters and packets to and from the Chief Engineer, which
may relate to the business of his office, shall be free of
postage. , )

Src. 9. And be it further enacted, That it shall be Duties of
the duty of the Postmaster General to decide on the Postmaster
official forms of all papers to-be used by postmasters, General
and other officers or agents of the Post Office Depart-
ment, concerned in its receipts and payments, and the
manner and form of keeping and stating its accounts;
to enforce the prompt rendition of the returns of post-
masters, and of all certificates, acknowledgments, re-
ceipts, and other papers, by postmasters and contractors,
relative to the accounts of the Department; to control,
according to law, and subject to the settlement of the
Auditor, the allowances to postmasters, the expenses of
post offices, and all other expenses incident to the ser-
vice of the Department; to regulate and direct the pay-
ment of the said allowances and expenses for which
appropriations have been made; to superintend the dis-
position of the proceeds of post offices and other moneys
of the Department; to prescribe the manner in which
postmasters shall pay over their balances ; to grant war-
rants for money to be paid into the Treasury, and out
of the same, in pursuance of appropriations by law, to
persons to whom: the same shall be certified to be due
by the said Auditor: Provided, 'That advances of ne- Proviso.
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cessary sums to defray expenses may be made by the
Postmaster General to agents of the Department em-
ployed to investigate mail depredations, examine post
voutes and post offices, and perform other like services,
to be charged by the Auditor for the Post Office Depart-
ment, and be accounted for in the settiement of their
accounts. .
Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the Audi-
Otherduties tor for the Post Office Department shall state and certify,
;’ofrt“e Audi- guarterly, to-the Postmaster General, accounts of the
) moneys paid pursuant to appropriations, in each year,
by postmasters, out of the proceeds of their offices, to-
wards the expensesof the Department, under each of
the heads of the said expenses specified in the second
section of this act; upon which the Postmaster General
shall issue warrants to the "T'reasurer of the United
Stafes, as in case of the receipt and payment of the said
moneys into and out of the Treasury, in order that the
same may be carried to the credit and debit of the ap-
propriation for the service of the Post Office Depart-
~ment, on the books of the Auditor for said Department.
Src. 11. And be it further enacted, That the Post-
Duplicates master General shall, within sixty days after the making
of contracts, of any contract, cause a duplicate thereof to be Jodged
ke in the office of the Auditor of the Post Office Depart-
ment. Upon the death, resignation, or removal of any
postmaster, he shall cause his bond of office to be de-
livered to the said Auditor; and shall also cause to be
promptly certified to him all establishments and discon-
tinuances of post offices, and all appointments, deaths,
resignations, and removals of postmasters, together with,
“all orders and regulations which may originate a claim,
or in any manner affect the accounts of the Department.
Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the accounts
Accoun's, of the Post Office Department shall be kept in such man-
}:"“’tt" be ner as to exhibit the amounts of its revenues, derived
ep respectively from “letter postages,” “newspapers and
pamphlets,” and ¢ fines ;” and the amount of its expendi-
‘tures for each of the following objects, namely: “com-
pensation of postmasters,” transportation of the mails,”
«ship, steamboat, and way-letters,” “wrapping paper,”
¢ office furniture,” “advertising,” ¢ mail bags,”  blanks,
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mail locks, keys, and stamps,” “mail depredations and
special agents,” “clerks for offices,” and “wiiscellaneous.”

Suc. 13. And be it further enacted, That the bohids Bonds and
and coutracts of postinasters, mail contractors, sud other ﬁf;;',ﬁ”t'ﬁi,s"‘
agents of the Post Office Departmeut, shall hercalter be gtares, and
made to and with the United States of America; and all ol suits in
suits to be commenced for the recovery of debis or hal- '8 hame:
ances due by postmasters and others, or upon bouds or
contracts made to or with the present or any foriner
Postmaster General, or for any fiues, penalties, or for-
feitures, imposed by the laws respecting the Post Office
Department, or by the Postmaster General, pursttant
thereto, shall he instituted in the name of the Uuited
States of America; and the demands in such suits shall
have all the privileges and priorities in adjudication and
payment secured to other claiins of the United States, by
the existing laws: Pronided, "V'hat actions and suits Proviso.
which may have been instituted in the name of the Post- '
master General, previous to the passage of this act, shall
not bhe affected hy the provisions of this section. ‘

Src. 14. And be it further enacted, "That the Andi- Auditor b
tor of the Post Office Department shall superintend the Jyheriio*e
collection of all dehts due to the Departinent, and all cebts,
penalties and forfeitures imposed on postrasters, for
failing to make returns; or pay over the proceeds of their
offices; he shall direct suits and legal prececdings, and
take all such measures as may be authorized 1 y law, to
enferce the prompt payment of moneys due to the De-
pa’tment, R '

Suc. 15. And be it further enacted, That copies of Certifiedco. -
the quarterly returns of pastmasters, and of auy papers I ‘;’e“l‘:‘l“:
pertaining to the acconnts in the office of the Auditor gc, obe bl
for the Post Office Department, certified by him, uuder idence, &e.
his scal of office, shall e admiited as evidence in the -
courts of the United States; and in every case of delin-
quency of any postmaster or coutractar, i which suit
may be brought, the said Auditor shall forward to the
Attorpey of the United Srates certified ¢opies of all pa--
pers in his office, tending to sustain the.cluim; and in
every such case, a statement of the wecount, certified as’
aforesuid, shall be admitted as evidence, and the court
trying the cause shall be therenpon. authorized to give
judgment and uward execution, subjeet to the provisions
of the thirty-eighth scction of the'act to reduce into one,

5 : -
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the several acts establishing and regulating the Post

Office Department, approved March third, eighiteen hun-

dred and tweaty-five. No eclaim for a credit shall be

allowed upon the trial but sucn as shall have heen pre-

sented to the said Auditor, and by him disallowed in

whole or in part, unless it shall be proved to the satis-

faction of the conrt that the defendant is at the time of

the trial in possession of vouchers not hefore i his pow-

er to procure, and that he was prevented from exhibiting

to the said Auditor a cluim for such credit, by some un-

avoiduble aceident. In snits for balances due from post-

masters, interest at the rate of six per eentum rer,annum

shall be recovered, from the time of the default until

payinent. :

sSuec. 16, And be it further enacted, That the Attor-

Dutesof U. peys of the United States, in the prosecution of suits for

:;‘;Z“SA“"" moneys due on account of the Post Otfice Department,

’ shall obey the directions which may, from time to time,

be given to them by the Auditor for the Post Office De-

partinent; and it shall Le the daty of each of the said

aftorueys, imnediately after the end of every term of

any court in which any of the suits aforesuid shall have

- been peuding, to forward to the said Auditor » statement

of all the jndawients, orders, and steps which have been

mads or taken in the same, during the said term, accoin-

panied hy a certificate of the clerk, showing the parties

to, and- amount of, ewch judament, with such other in-

forination as may be required by the said Auditor. The

said atforneys shall direct speedy and cffoctual process

of execution upon the suid judgmerts; and it shall he

the dury of the warshals of the United States to whom

the same shail be directed, 10 make to the said Auditor,

af sueh times as he may direct, returns of the proceed-

ings which have taken place upon the said process of
execution. :

Sums See. WV. And be it further enacted, That in all eases

wongful'y  where auy sum ov swins of money have heen paid out

rid to be  of the fands of the Post Oice Department to any indi-

:;cf‘fﬁfed vidual or individuals, under pretence that serviee hus

' been performed therelor when in fact such serviee has

not been performed, or by way of additional allewance

for incrensed service actially rendered, when the addi-

tional allowance exceeds the sum wheel, by the pro-

visions of law, tight rightfully have been ailowed




therefor, and in all other cases where the moneys of the
Departnant have been paid over to auy person in coq.-
sequence of frauduleat vepresentations, or by the mis-
take, collusion or misconduct of any officer or clerk of
the Departinent, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster
General to cause suit to be brought in tie name of the
Uiited States of America, to recover back the same, or
the excess, as the cuse ay be, with interest thereon.

Suc. 18. And be it further enacted, 'That the Audi- A“.‘m‘”':‘;'
tor for the Post Qilice Depurtinent shall adjust and settle ?::ét:t ,")u,
all balances due from postmasters on aceount of trans- from post-
actions priw to the first day ol July, eighteen huudred masters, &e.
and thirty-six. He shall, wien necessary, institute suits
for the same, and eanse them to be effsctual y prosecuted
to jud rinent and execution ; and in eases 1 which pro~
ceedings at law for these or any other ba'ances that are
or ay become due on account of the Post Office: De-
partment, have heen or shall be fruitless, nay direct the-
institution of saits in chancery, to set aside fraudulent
conveyances or trusts, or attach debts due to the defen-
dants, or obtain any other proper exercise of the powers:
of equity, to have satisfaction of the suid Jjudgments;:
an:l the courts of the United States, sitting in chancery,
shall have jurisdiction to entertain such bifls, and make
such decrees and orders thereupon as may he consonant
to the principles and asages of equity.  The said-Audi-
tor shall report to the Postmaster General, to be by him
submitted to Congress, at its next annual session, a state-
ment of all the balances and debts due to the Post Office

epartment as aforesaid, by late postmasters, showmg,
in each case, the name and otlice of the principal debtor,
the names of the sureties, if any, the amonnt of the
debt, the time at which it accrued. the steps taken to
eollect the swme, and whether they have been suécess-
ful or not. The said statement shall also elassify such
of the smd balances as may then remain due, into such’
as ure considered collectible, and such as are not, with
the whole amonnt of each class, B ‘

Sgc. 19. And be it further enacted, That the Audi. Auditor,
tor for the Post Qffice Department, or any mavor of a ™yors, kg
city, justice of the peace, or jndge of any court of record :I,'t‘cy,. ";’;:;:;‘
in the United States, by him, especially designated, shall xe. "

be authoarized 1o admumister oaths and affirmations, in
relation to the examination and settlement of the ac-
~ qounts committed to his charge; and if any person shall
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knowingly swenr or affirm falsely, touching the expen-
ditures of the Pust O.ice Department, or in relation to
any accouut of, or claiin against, or in favor of, the said

cpart nent, hs or she sha'l, upon conviction thereof,
sullr as for wilful and corrupt perjury.

) . Sue R0 And be it further enacted, That there shall
zlﬁ'td’::‘s: be employed by the Postimaster General, a third Assist-
master Geu. A Postinaster General, who may reccive and send let-
eral, ters and packets frec of postage ; and in lieu of the clorks
Clerks, &e. now employed in the Departinent, one chief cierk, three

principal clerks, and thirty-three other clerks, one mes-
seuger, and three assistant messengers, and two watch-
men.

. Sec. Y And be it further enacted, That there shall

f‘i‘lg“:\'ﬁl’?ﬁ ke employed hy the Sucretary of the Treasury, in the

the ofiice of Office of the Audit r for the Post Oflice Department, one

Auditor.  chief clerk, four prineipal elerks, and thirty-cight other
clerks, one messenger, aud one assistant messenger;
also, three clerks, one at a salary of fourteen hundred

_ dollars per annum, one at a salary of twelve hundred
g"'tllu:lzr:ﬁf“ dollars, and one at a silary of one thousand dollars, in
surer of the the office of the "T'reasnrer of the United States, in lieu

U. States. of the same number of clerks now emiployed in the
office of the IFifth Auditor of the Treasury, in adjust-
ing the accounts of the Post Office Departiment.

Suc. 22, Awd be it further enacted, "Mhat it shall be
fieports to the duty of the Postmaster Gieneral to make to Congress,
f"m::',‘g; ,f;f at each annual session thereof, the following several re-
the Postm’y POTtS:

General, First, A report of all contracts made for the transpor-
tation of the mail within the preceding year, stating in
each case of -contract its date and duration, the nane of
the contractor, the route or routes embraced in the con-
tract, with the length of each, with the times of arrival
and departure at the ends of each route, the mode of
transportation contracted for, and the price stipnlated to
be paid hy the Department ; also, a statement of all such
land and water muils as may have heen established or
ordered by the Department within the year preceding,
other than those let to contract at the annual lettings of
mail- contracts, specifying, in each case, the route or
water-course on which the wail is established, the name
of the person employed to trunsport it, the mode of trans-
portation, the amonnt paid or to he paid, and the prov
posed duration of the order or contraet. '

@
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Second, A report of all allowances made to contract-
ots within the year preceding, beyound the sums originally
stipulated in their respective contracts, and the reasons
for the same; and of all orders made by the Departinent,
whereby additional expense is, or will be incurred, be-
youd the original contract price on any land or water
roure, specifying. in each case, the route to which the
order relates, the name of the contractor, the original
service provided by the contract, the oviginal price, the
date of the order for additional service, the additional
service required, aud the additional allowance therefor;
also, a report of all curtailments of expenses effected by
the Department within the preceding year, snecifying,
in each case, the sime particulars as required in cases
of additional allowances.

Third, A veport of all incidental expenses of the De-
partruent for the year ending on the thirtieth day of June
preceding, nrranged according to the several objects, as
for “wrapping paper,” “oflice furniture,” “advertising,”
“mail bags,” “blanks,” “ail locks, keys, and stamps,”
“mail depredations, and special agents,” “clerks for offi-
ces,” “iiscellaneons,” showing the sum paid under each
head of expenditure, and the names of the persous to
whom paid, except ouly that the names of persous em-
ploved in datecting depredations on the mail; and other
confidentinl agents, need not he disclosed in said report.

Fonrth, A veport of the finances of the Post Office
Dapartinent for the year ending on the thirtieth day of
June preceding, showing the whole amonnt of balances
due to the Dopartment at the beginning of the year,
fron postmasters and all othevs, the whole amount of
postage that acerued within the year, the whole amount
of the engazements and liabilities of the Department
for mail transportation during the year, the amount ac-
tnally paid during the year, for and on account of mail
transportation, and otherwise, stating separately so nuch
of the suid amwant as may have heen paid on account
of the transp~riation of the mail, and for other debts for
the same objeet, in preceding years. .

Fifth, A report of all fines imposed, and dednetions
from the pay of confractors made during the preceding
year, for fuilnres to deliver the wail, or for any other

cause, stating the names of the delinguent contraciors, /

the nature of the delinquency, the route on which i#

%

!




Adveptise.
wents {or
sontracty,
anil repnln
Wongrenee.
ting taem,

g8

occnered, the time when it ocearred, the e whion the
fine waw Tinposed, and whether the tine e e it
ted, ar order for dedoetion wsetnded, and for what roa-
S0,

Seec B3 Aud be it ferther enaeted, That it bl he
the duty of the Posteter General, Defose ad ventising
£ proposats for the tremportation of the wail, to v
the host judement pracheable ns o the mode, tne, al
froquestiey of trasportation on eaeht votte, and o wd
vertse necording!ye Nooeonsolidated or coprbinatiog
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igton Citveoand iy one newspaper prbiished as near oy

iy bee oy thee ronte on whiel the sorvices are to be per-
foraweal, for at lewst S weeks before ehunzing or nie

king sty emtraet, inviting proposals therefor; which
provosuls shull b received and opeued, and saeh pro-
ceedings erean hady Tnooll things as ot the annual
lettingss DPrgeided, howesery "That the Poxtrmastor Ges Proviso,
mernl oy ke temporary eoutracts until a regulur let-

ting e L ploe, ‘

Husen b Al bee it farther ‘anneted, That proposals Proposste
foor il eengtpnets shiad | be dolivered to the Depurtnent gy,
g edy nnd shiadl fee Jeept sealed wntd! the hiddings are
Closedy pd shall theis be opeaed and marked o the
prosenes of the Postareter General atid of one of the
Assistant Postisters Goneral, or in the presence of two
ol s Ausiatant Postnasters Generel, And the contracts
i ] etvase shiall b awsid o o the towest biddor, ox-
eopl whiat lig bid 19 not o than five per eentom bes
Low that of the Tt eontraetor, on the rorte bid for, who
ahall Tevyn nithiully perfimoued his contraet,  Provided, vroviso,
Damepory That the Postonaster CGonerad shall uot be
o 1o eonidor the bid of nay peron who shall have
willitly or nogligently fuiled to execute or perform a
prior eonfraet.

Masew @5 Aned he 88 further enaeted, That it sha'l ho Offers for
Qe dury of the Postirwter Generad to have reearded ixlﬁ'{&"}v\‘;’fjg“
el howed bouky w et and fdth il abstraet of ollers vgeordeds
e e b for eveying the mail, embraciog s well
v whivh ave rejectod, we those which are sceepted,

The. sadd abatraet shall eontain the nunes of the party
or meties olleving the terms on which he or they pros
prse b earey e il the sam for whieh it s oflered
o eontenety and the tength of time the agreemont is to
continne, Ad it shall wlsn be the duty of the Posts
wster General ta mu on (e and proserve the originals
of the propositions of whieh abhstraets ave hepo diveeted
to be medecand to pepart nt onely session aff Congross a
trte eopy fearn the said record of all offors made for
enrrying the wadl as afesalied, R

Wues @3 e be 3 frerdhor onaeted, That if any per- Porsons ome - |
gan euplayed in the Post Otlive Departinent, or post 3{"‘”"%@;“"-’* !
wstor, sl beeane Intorested in any mail enntee, o f’,}fi:ﬁ;?& L
aet as agont, with o withont eo wpensation, in any wmits «eesed in.
ter or thing reluting to business in sald Dopactment, for souwscts
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any contractor, or person offering to become a contractor,
he <hall be forthwith dismissed from office, and shall be-
liah'c to pay so much money as would have been realized
from said contract, to be recovered-<in an action of debt
in any conrt haviug jurisdiction thereof, in the name of
the United States, for the nse of the Post Otlice Depart-
ment; and it shall be the duty of the Postmaster Gene-
ral to canse prosecution to be instituted.
Suc. 27, And be it further enacted, 'That every pro-
Proposals  posal {or the transportation of the mail shall be accom-
{;:;‘t;"m’\‘! punied by a written guaranty, signed by one or more
to heaccom TeSponsable persons, to the effect that he or they nnder-
panied by « take that the bidder or bidders will, if his or their bid
waranty,  he aceepted, enter into an obligation, in such time as may
¢ be prescribed by the Postmaster General, with geod and
snfficient sureties, to perform the service proposed. No
proposal shall be cnusidared, unless accompanied by
such gnaranty. If, after the acceptance of a proposaly
and notification thereof to the hidder or bidders, he or
they shall fail to enter into an obligation within the time
prescribed by the Postmaster Geueral, with goed and
sufficient sureties for the performance of the service,
then the Postmaster General shall proceed to coutract
with some other person or persous, for the performance
of the said service, aud shall forthwith cavse the dif-
ference between the amonnt eontained in the proposal
so gnarantied, and the amount for which he may have
contracted for the performance of said service, for the
whole period of the proposal, to be charged up against
the said bhidder or hidders, and his or their gnarantor or
guarantors, and the sa ne ray he immediately recovered
by the United States, for the use of the Post Office De--
partmont. in an action of debt aguinst either or all of
the suid parsons.

Swc. 23, And be it further enacted, That no contract
gontracts  fOr the transportation of the mail shall kuowingly be
rot to be  made by the Post nuster General, with any person who
’"Cf‘l‘:;:\‘\‘::“ shall have entered into any combination, or proposed to
ave enter] €11 € into any eombination. to prevent the making of
ito combi- any bid for n mail coutract by any other person or per-
sation, sons; or who shall have made any agreenent or shall
have given or perfor ned, or promisad to give or perforn,
any consideration whatever, or to do or not to do any-
thing whatever, in order to induce any other person
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or persons not to hid for a mail contract. And if any
person so offending be a mail contractor, he may be forth-

with dismissed fromn the service of the Departinent;
Provided, That whencver the Postmaster General shall praviso,
exercise the power conferred en him by this section, he

shall transroit a copy or statement of the evidence on
which he acts to Congress, at its next session.

Suc. 29. And be it further enacted, "That no person No payment
whose bid for the transportation of the mail may he ac- :'l‘:‘t‘”e ":f“‘l‘;
cepted, shall receive any pay. until he shall have execu- execution of
ted his contract according to 'aw and the regnlations of contract.
the Nepartment ; nor shall any paynent te wede for
any additional regu'ar service in the transportation of
the miai!, unless the same shall have lcen rerdercd in
obedience to a prior legal order of the Postmaster
General. o

Swc. 30. And be it further enacted, That so much Part of act

S of March 3,
of the act concerning the Post Office Department, ap- jg35"  yeu
proved March third, eighteen hnndred and twenty-five, pealed.
as divects that duplicates or copies of contacts or orders

made hy the Postmaster General shall he lcdged in the
office of the Comyivoller of the T'reasury, e repea'ed

Sre 3. Aud be it further enacled, "That it shall he Postmasters
the duty of the Postmaster General to furnish to the n‘.:gh',(ff; :‘l"‘;‘
postmasters at the termination of each route, a schoﬁn!?, sehedule  of:

specifying the times of arrival and departure at their dmes of ar-

vivaland de«

offices, respectively, of each mail, a copy of which the parture

postmaster shall post up in some counspicuous place in
his office; and the Postmaster General shall also farnish
a notice in like manver, of any change or alteration in
the arrivals and departures which may be ordered by
him. And it shall be the duty of every postmaster
promptly to report to the Department every. delin-
quéney, neglect, or malpractice of the contractors, their
agents or_carriers, that may come to his know'edge.
And the Postmaster General sha!l canse to ke keyt, and
returned to-the Department, at short and regular inter-
vals, by postmasters atthe ends of routes, and snch oth-
ers as he may think proper, registers, showing the exact e
times of the arrivals and departures of the mails. - ey

Skc. 32, Aud be it further enacted, That if any Penlty for
postmaster shall nulawfilly detain in his cffice any let- {unng
ter, package, pnmphlet, or vewspaper, with intent to'map’égmé
prevent the arrival and delivery of the same to the per- fice.

g
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son or persons to whom such letter, package, paniphlet
or newspaper may he addressed or directed in the usnal
course of the transportation of the muail along the route;
or if any postmaster shall, with intent as aforesaid, give
aprefereuce to any letter, package, pamphlet, or news-
pager, over another which may pass through his office,
by forwarding the one and retaining the other, he shall,
on-conviction thereof, be fined in a suin not exceeding
five hundred dotlars, and imprisoned for a term uot ex.
ceeding six months, and shall, moreover, he forever
thereafler incapable of holding the office of postinaster
in the United States.

Sue. 33, Aud be it further enacted, That there shall
be appointed by the President of the United States, by
and with the advice and consent of the Senate, a Deputy
Postmaster for each post office at which the comenissions
allowed to the postmaster amouated to one thousand
dollars or upwards in the year ending the thirtieth day
of Juue, one thonsand eight hundred and thirty-five, or
which may, in auy subseqnent year, terminating on the
thirtieth day of Jnne, amonnt to or exceed that stin,
who shall ho'd his office (or the term of four years, un-
less sooner removed by the President.

Suc. 34 And be it further enacted, That assistant
postmasters and clerks regularly employed and engaged
in post offices, shall be exempt from militia duty, and
serving on juries, aud from any fine or penalty for ne-
glect thereof.

Skc. 35, And be it further enacted, That advertise-
ments of letters ramaininz in post offices may, under the
direction of the Postmaster Cieneral, be made in more
than one newspaper: Provided, That the whole cost
of advertising sha!l not exceed four cents for each letter.

Swec. 35, And be it further enaeted, That no post-
master shall receive free of postage, or frank any letter
or packet composed of, or containing any thing other
than paper or money ; and for a violation of this provi-
siou, the ofeuder shall be dismissed (rom office, and upon
conviction in auy eourt of ecompetent jurisdiction, pay a
fine of twenty-dollars.  And no person shall ho'd the
office of postmaster who shall not he an actnal resident
of the city or town wherein the office is situated, or the
district of country usually supplied hy said office.

Suc. 37, And be it further enacted, That when any
one or more of the sureties of a postmaster shall notify




to the Postmaster General their desire to he released swreties ofa
from their snretyship, or when the Postmaster General Postmaster:
shall deem it necessary, he shall vequire the said post-

master to execute a new bond, with security, which,

when accepted by the Postmaster (leneral, shall Le as

valid as the boud given upon the original appointment of

suid postmaster, and the sureties in the prior band shall

be released from responsibility for all acts or defanlts of

said postiaster, which may bhe done or conmmitted sub-

sequent to the acceptance of the new Lond, the date of |
which shall be endorsed thereon : Provided, 'That pay- Provise.
ments made subsequent to the excention of the new

bond by said postmaster shall be applied first to dis-

charge any balance which may be due on the o'd hond,

unless he shall, at the titne of payment, expressly direct

them to be applied to the eredit of his new aceonut.

Suc 38, And be it further enacted, That il auy per- Penalty for
son shall be aceessary after the fact, to the offence of stealing or
stealing or taking the mail of the United States. or of f:f:"g :’:
stealing or taking avy letter or packet, or enclosure in fom the
any letters or packets sent or to he sent in the mail of mail.
the United States, from any Post Office in the United -

States, or {rom the mail of the United States, by any
person or persons whatever, every person so offending

as accessary, shall, on ¢onviction thereol, pay a fine not
exceeding one thousand dollars, and be imprisonced for a
term not exceeding five years; and such accessary after

the fact may be tried. convicted, and punished in the
distriet in which his offence was committed, though the
priveipal offence may have been committed in another
district. and before the trinl of the principal offender:
Provided, such principal offender has fled from justice, Proviso.
or cannot be arrested to he pnt upon his trial.

Skc, 30 Aud be it further enacted, 'That in case the Express
Postmaster General shall deem it expedient to establish mail. -
an express mail, in addition to the ordinary mail, on_any '
of the post roads in the United States, for the purpose of
conveying slips frem newspapers in lieu of exchange
newspapers, or letters, other than such as contain mo-
ney, not excecding half an onnce in weight, marked
“express nwil,” and public despatches, he shall te an-
thorized to charge ull letters and puckets carried by such
express mail with friple 1he rates of postage to which
letters and packets, not free, may he by law subject,
when carried by the ordinary mails.
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Src. 40. And be it further enacted, That in case of
Duties of P. the death, resignation, or absence of the Postmaster
3" Genl. 10 Geueral, all his powers and duties shall devo've, for the
evolve on - . . . .
Assis. B, M. time being, on the First Assistant Postmaster General.
G. Sec. 41, And be it further enacted, That the Post-
:ie“_;e“ @1 master General shall be authorizcd, whenever the same
’ may be proper for the accommodation of the jublic in
any city, to employ letter carriers for the delivery of let-
ters received at the post office in said city; except such
as the persons to whom they are addressed may have
requested, in writing, addressed to the postmaster, to
be retained in the post office ; and for the receipt of let-
ters at such places in the said city as the Postmaster
General may direct, and for the deposite of the same in
the post office; and for the delivery by a cartier of each
letter received from the post otfice, the person to whom
the same may be delivered shall pay not exceeding two
cents ; and for the delivery of each newspaper and pam-
ph'et, oue half cent; and for every letter received by a
carrier to be deposited in the post office, there shall be
paid to him, at the time of the receipt, not exceeding
two cents; all of which receipts, by the carriers in any
city, shall, if the Postmaster General so direct, be ac-
counted for to the postmaster of said city, to constitute
afund for the compensation of the said carriers, and be
paid to them in such proportions and manner as the
Postmaster General may direct. Ench of the suid car-
rievs shall give hond with sursties, to be approved hy
the Postmaster Geueral, for the safe custedy and delivery
of letters, and for the due account and payment of afl
moneys received hy him.
Sre. 42, And be it further enacted, That the Post-
master General shall be authorized, in his diseretion, to
g:{i?;:;gm_ contract for carrying the mail on the navigahle canals
nuls, of the several States, in all cases where, in his opinion,
the public interest and convenience shall require it;
and for the time during which mails may be carricd on
such canals, or any parts thereof, the same are hereby
declared to be post roads. |
Swuc. 43. And be it further enacted, That the fol-
Salaries of lowing anuual salaries shall be allowed to the Assistant
f}::‘tsr:l‘:;:m Postimasters General. and to the clerks, messengers. ai:d
General and Watchmen provided for the service of the Post Office
others. Department, viz:
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To the three Assistant Postmasters General, each,
twenty-five huudred dollars

'I'o the chief clerk, two thousand dollars ;

To the three principal clerks, each, one thousand six
hundred dollars ;

To ten clerks, each, one thousand four hundred dol-
lars;

To fifteen clerks, each, one thousand two hundred
dollars;

To eight clerks, each, one thousand dollars;

To the messenger, seven hundred and fifty dollars ;

To the three assistant messengers, eachi, three hun-
dred and fifty dollars ;

T'o the two watchmen, each, three hundred doltars.

Suc. 44. And be it further enacted, That the fol- Swlavies of
lowing annual salaries shall he allowed to the Auditor “"t‘l:‘:'lts‘" und
of the Post Office Department, and to the clerks and '
messengers herein provided for the service of his office,
viz:

To the Auditor, three thousand dollars;

T'o the chiefl clerk, two thousand dollars;

To the four principal clerks, each, one thousand six
hundred dollars ;

'To ten clerks, each, one thousand four hundred dol-
lars ;

To twenty clerks, each, one thousand two hundred
dollars ;

"T'o eight clerks, each, one thousand dollars; ;

To the messenger, seven hundred and fifiy dollars;
and to the assistant messenger, three hundred and -fifty
dollars. , 3,150.000

Suc. 45. And be it further cnacted, That the sum appropra.
of three millions one hundred and fifty housand dollars ‘,“f},'i’gném
be, and the same is hereby apyropriated for the service of " 19°°
the Post Office Department, for the year commencing
on the first day of July, one thousand eight hundred
and thirty-six, out of any moneys in the Treasury, ari-
sing from the revenues of the said Department, to be
aceounted for in the manner pointed out in the-secoud
section of this act. _ ' Act to go

Suc. 46. And be it further tnacted, That this act o Imme-
shall be in force and take effect from the passage thereof,

-~ [AperoveD July 2, 1836.
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manding General, the Colonel of Ordnance, the Surzeon
General, and the Head of the Topographical Corps,
shall be free of postage. [Arproven, July 5, 1338.
AN ACT
To esublish certain Pest R ntes, and todscontinne others,

Suc. 2. And be it further enacted, That each and
every railroad within the limits of the United States,
which now is, or hereafter may be ade and completed,
shall be a post route ; aud the Postmaster General shall
cause the mail to be transported thereon, provided he
can have it done upon reasonable terins, aud not paying
thervefor, in any instance, more than twenty-five per
centumover and above what sinilar transy ortation would
cost in post coaches. [ApprovED, July 7, 1838,

ossmeiimn: A

AN ACT
Further o regulate the tran-porta i v of the Mail npon Riilrov’s,

Be it enacled by the Senale and House of Represenltalives
of the Uniled Siales of America rn Cougress assembled,
"T'hat the Postmaster General shall not, by virtue of the
authority vested in himn by the second section of the
“ Act to establish certain post routes. and to discoutinue
others,” approved July 7th, 1838, allow more than three
huudred dollars per inile, per annum, te any railroad
company in the United Stutes, for the conveyance ot
onhe or more daily s.ails upon their roads: Provided.
That nothing in this act coutained shall be construed so
asin any way to remove or impair the limitations upon
the power of the Postinaster General, imposed by that
sectioi. ‘ [A~prroveD, Jenuary 25, 1839.

AN ACT

Muking appropriations for the Civit =ni Diplomatic expenses of Gove

ernment, for the veor 1879
- Sre. 3. Awd be il forther enacted; That no officer in
any branch of the public service, or any other person
whose salaries, or whose pay or emoluments is or are’
fixed by law and regulations, shall receive any extra
allowance or compensation, in any form whatever, for
the disbnrsement of public money, or the performance
. of any other services, nnless the said extra allowance
or compensation be authorised hy law.
o [ArrroveED, March 3, 1839.
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AN ACT

To repeal theact entitled, “ An act to provide for the collection, safe-
keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the Public Revenue,” and to
provide for the punishment of embezzlers of Public Money, and for
other purposes. & R :

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Act of 4th
Representatives. of the United States of América in f:g;leféot
Congress assembled, That the act entitled, *“ An act S
to provide for the collection, safekeeping, transfer, and
disbursement of the public revenue,” approved on the
fourth day of July, A. D. one thousand eight hundred
and forty, be, and the sdme is hereby, repealed : Pro- Proviso;of- . -
vided, always, That for any offences which may have ig’;gfrs coi’r'l: '
been committed against the provisions of the seven- pitteq  a.
teenth section of the said act, the offenders may be gainst 17th
prosecuted and punished -according to those provi- section pun-
sions; and that all bonds executed under the provisions Bonds, k&,

of said act, and all civil rights and liabilitiés which not affected . |

have arisen or acerued under said act, and- the reme- ;ﬁarfhe rer
dies therefor, shall remain and continue as if said aet -
had not been repealed ; any thing herein contained to
the contrary notwithstanding. -
Swc. 2. And be it further enacted, That if any offi- Felony for
cer charged with the safekéeping, transfer, or dis- (‘ﬁiemd th
. EEETS : ged with
bursement of publie moneys, or-connected with the safeKeeping,
Post Office Department, shall convert to his own use, transfer,” or
in any way whatever, or shall use, by way of invest- gzg‘t‘fﬁ;ub_.
ment in any kind of property or merchaundise, or shall lic moneys,
loan, with, or without interest, any portion of the pub- F‘f.c‘mmgﬁﬂ'%?’ '
lic moneys éntrusted to him for safekeeping, ;transfgr,ﬁ;g}%%éx ;,'1'3);.- :
disbursement, or for any other purpose, every.such act fartment; to"
shall be deemed and adjudged to be an embegzlement’ usf :‘Ig!i{?)h,",
of so much of the said moneys as shall be'thus takens gyw
converted, invested, used, or loaned, whieh is hereby 5
declared to be a'felony:; and the negleot or refusﬁ*l*f{tf@“’ Neglector,” 4

pay over, on demand, any public moneys in his hands, refusal  to
upon the presentation of a draft, order, or warrdnt 0% . oV
drawn upon him, and signed by the Secretary of the disburse
Treasury, or to transfer or fisburse any such moneys Such  mo.
promptly, according to law, on the legal requirement }:&i’ P ’;‘Z’,i“f
of asuperion,gfﬁcer;‘slg,ll’hej prima fadie evidénée of dénce  of
such conversion to his Gwn nse of so much of‘the pub. suwechuse.
lic moneys as may gé in his hands. Any officér or |

. -

P v '

. v
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Punishwent agent of the United States, and all persons advising,
}g;ci‘j‘d'a%‘(; or knowingly and willingly participating in such em~
for advising, bezzlement, upon being convicted thereof before any
orknowing- eourt of the United States of competent jurisdiction,

}ﬂlgﬁf p;‘;éz: shall, for every such offence, forfeit and pay to the

.cipating  United States a fine equal to the amount of the money
therein.  embezzled, and shall suffer imprisonment for a term
not less than six months nor more than five years.
“ [ArprovED, August 13, 1841.

AN ACT

Authorizing the transmission of Lelters ‘and Packets to and from Mrs,
Harrison, free of postage. .
Franking Sec. 1. Be it enacled by the Senale and House of
privilege  ponresentatives of the United States of America in
granted. :
Congress assembled, That all letters and packets car-
ried by post to and from Mrs. Harrison, relict of the
late William Henry Harrison, be conveyed free of
postage during her natural life. ‘
[ArPrOVED, Sepiember 9, 1841.

AN ACT

Making appropriations for the Civil and Diplomatic expenses of Gav-
: ernment for the year eighteen hundred and forty-two.
A Jg_:rimu'm%b Sec. 1. By part of section 15, of the act of May 18,
{’;ﬁ%‘fx’;ffy of 1842, it is Provided, That the job printing, stationery,
the Execu- and binding of each of the Executive Departments shall,
tive Bepart- ypti}] otherwise directed by law, be furnished by ¢on-
ments, to bé _ Sy .
Farnished by tract, proposals for which shall regularly be advertised’
contract. ~ in'the public prints. The classes, character, and de~
scription of the printing being specified in cach adver-
tisement as far as that can be done, and it being made
a condition in all casés, unless otherwise specifically
stated in the advertisement, that the work shall be
done in the city of Washington; and the contract shall
in each case, so far as the proposals and acceptance
shall enable the contract to be ‘made, be given to the
Jowest bidder, whose bid s}%ll ‘be accompanied by
proper testimonials of the ability of the bidder to fulfil
his contract.
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Sec. 2. By part of section 202, of the act of May 18, Pl'?‘.’i”i) re-
1842, it is Provided, That in addition to returns nowre- L8N |
quired «to be rendered by postmasters, it shall be the make re-- !
duty of postmasters at New York, Boston, Philadelphia, ggﬁ?ﬁﬁ;inﬁl '
Baltimore, and New Orleans, and the otherseveral ,cit'kq_s received: |
of the Union, each and every year hereafter, tq render from boxes;
a quarter-yearly account to the Postmaster General, &
under oath, in such form as the latter shall prescribe,

for the purpose of giving full effect to this proviso, of

“all emoluments or sums by them respeectively regeeived

for boxes, or pigeon-holes, or other receptacles for let-
ters or papers, and by them charged for to individuals;
or for the delivery of letters or papers at or from any
place in either of said cities, other than the actual
post office of such city; and of all emolutiaengs, re-
eeipis, and profits, that have come to their hands by
dson of keeping branch post offices in either of said
s-and if, from such accounting, it shall appear Ifthe net re. :
that “the net amourt r( reived by either of the post- cei%fs o S5
masters at either of such cities, for such “boxes, and §e§,ea;’§;°”?,‘,’g ’
pigeon-holes, and other receptacles for letters and - excess shall

papers, and for delivering letters or papers at or from 3;’6 (?;f;n‘ag‘j ]
any place in either of said cities, other than said POst ter General,

office, and by reason of keeping a branch post office in. ﬁn‘the useof NS
either of said cities, shall, in the aggregate, exceed ¢ Depart-

, Bes ’ t
the sum of three thousand dollars in any one year, e -

such excess shall be paid to the Postmaster General, -

for the use and purposes of the  Post Office Depart- . .,
. O8> URCEE DY, Nopostmas.
pretence whatsoever, have, or recelve, or retain for.tertoreceive |
himself, in the aggregate, more than five thousand Wore’ than  §

5,000 & o 4

dollars per year, including salary, egmmissions; boxes, year, salary
and all other fees, perquisites, and emoluments, of any included.
name or character whatsoever, and for any sérvice
whatsoever. ' ‘ L

[APPR‘O-VED, Moy 18, 1842.
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AN ACT

Legalizing and making a propriations -for such necessary objects as
have been usually included in the general appropriation bills without
authority of law, and to fix and provide for certainincidlental expenses
of the departments and offices of Government, angd for other purposes.

Report of  Sec. 11. And beiit further enacted, That it shall be the
‘elerks and“duty of the Secretaries of State, of the Treasury, War,
sons I;m. and Navy, of the Commissioners of the Navy, of the
ployed to be Postmaster General, of the Secretary of the Senate, and
annually . “of the Clerlk of the House of Representatives, to report
Congress.  to Congress, at the beginning of each year, the names
‘of the clerks and other persons that have been em-
ployed, respectively, during the preceding year, or any
part thereof, in their respective departments and offices,
together with the time that each clerk or other person
was actually employed, and the sums’ paid to each;
and, also, whether they have been usefully employged ;

whether the services of any of them can be dispenséd
with without detriment to the public servieey'dnd

- whether . the removal of any individuals, and ﬂ}g}%ﬁ&
pointment of others in their stead, is required for the
better déspatch of business; and no greater allowance
shall be made to any such clerk, or other person, than-

.is or may be authorized by law, except to watchmen
and messengers, for any labor or services required of
them beyond the particular duties of their respective
stations, rendered at such times as does not interfere
with the performance of their regular duties.

Noallow- SEc. 12, And: be it further enacted, That no allow-
e tﬁfm'g’{e ance or compensation shall be made to any clerk, or
ira services. other officer, by reason of the discharge of duties which

belong to any other elerk or officer in the same or any-

' other department;”and.no allowanee or compensation

' ghall be made for any extra services whatever which
anv clerk or officer may be required to perform.

Datyofchief. Spc. 13. And be it further enacted, That it shall be

;ff‘lflzé‘) S the duty of each chief or priucipal clerk in the respec-

duties  of tive departments, bureaus, and other offices, to super-

ghe‘ clerks, yise, under the direction of his immediately superior

e officer, the duties of the other clerks therein, and to -
see that their duties are faithfully executed, and that
such duties are distributed with equality and uni-
formity, a¢cording to the nature of the case, And
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such distribution shall be 1ewsed from time to time,

by the said chief or principal clexk for the pur pose of
correcting any tendency to undue accumulation’ or re-
duction of duties, whether arising from 1nd1v1dual
nerrhgence or incapacity, or from increase or dnmmu-,
tion of particular kinds'of business; and such chief or

principal elerk shall report mcmmly to his superior

officer any existing defect that he mdy be aware of in

the arrangement or despatch of business; and such
defect shall be amended by new arrangements of
duties, dismissal of neuhgent or- mcompetent ofﬁcers,i

or otherwise.

Sec. 14. And be it Sfuither enacled, That it shall be:

the duty of the several heads of departments, in ¢om-
municating estimates of expendltm es and appropria:
tions to Congress, and to any of the committees there-
of, to specify, as neatly as may be convenient, the

sourées from which such. estimates are derived, and
the calevilations upon which they are founded; and in

so_doing, to discriminate between such estlmates as’
are .conjectural in their charajter, and such. as are
framed upon actual mformatmn and apphcatmn from-

disbursing officers ; and, in communieating the several
eshmates, referencg shall be given to the laws .and
treaties by which they are’ authorized, the dates

thereof; and the volume, page, and sectmn in whlch‘

the necessary provisions are contained.

"Sec. 15, And be it furlker enacted, That no_exfra:

elerk shall be employed in any department bure.m,

or office, at the seatof Goyernment, except during. the
session of Congréss, or when mdxspenbably necessat'y ‘

Mannerin

- which esti-

mates areto
be commu- |

nicated :
(’}ongreu

Employ- :
ment of ex-
tra clerkl

io enable such department, btiregii; or office, to” an-

swer some call made by either’ Hotise of Congress at’
one session, to be answered at another ;* and not thén,'i
exeept - by order of the head of -the-'department - in,
which, or in‘some bureau or office 'of which, ‘such’

extra clerk shall be employed;’ and no. “such extra

clerk; for copying, shall receive more ‘than  threi

doffars per day, or for any other ‘service more than
four dollars per day, for ‘the tlme actuall) and ne‘ces-’

sanly employed..
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" ‘Buploy-  Sgc. 16. And be it further enacted, That no mes-
;Zf,‘é?;fmfz senger, assistant messenger, laborer, or other person,
" borers, &c. shall be employed in any department, bureau, or
office, at the seat of Government, or paid out of the
contingent fund appropriated to such department, bu:

reau, or officey unless such employment shall be au-

thorized by law, or shall become necessary to carry

into effect some object for which appropriations may

Purchase of he specifically made; and not exceeding one hundred
newspapers: qollars per annum shall be applied by each depart-
’ ment (except the Department of State) for -the pur-
chase of newspapers for such' department, and all the

bureaus and offices conneeted thetewith; and such

papers shall be preserved as files for said department.
Stationery  SEc. 17.  And be it further enacted, That all sta-
andjob prin- tionery, of every name and nature, for the use of the
fpished & two Houses of Congress, and. all stationery and job
gerformed printing, of every name and nature, for the use of the,
y contract goveral departments of the Government, and for the
bureaus and offices in those departments at Wshing-

ton, including all stationery, blanks, wrapping paper,

and twine, and mail bags, furnished the post offices and
collectors’ offices throughout the United States, shall
hereafter be furnished and performed by- contract, by

the lowest bidder, as follows: the Secretary of, the

Sénate, the Clerk of the House of Representatives,.

the head of each department, and such deputy post-

masters in the Post Office establishment, and such’

- “collectors in the custom-house establishment, as the

" Postmaster General and the Secretary of the Treasury

shall respectively designate for that purpose, shall re-
spectively advertisg, once a week, for at least four

weeks, in one or '&re of the principal papers pub-
lished in the places where such articles are to be
furnished, or such printing done, for sealed proposals

for furnishing such articles, or the whole of any par-

ticular class of articles, or. for doing such printing, or

the .whole of any specified job thereof, to be done at

such place, specifying in such advertisement the

amount, quantity, and description of each kind of arti-

cles to be furnished, and, as near as may be, the nature,

amount, and kind of printing to be done ; and all such
proposals shall be kept sealed until the day specified
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in such advertisement for opening the same, when they
shall be opened, by or under the direction of the officer
making such advertisement, in the presence of at least
two persons; and the person offering to furnish any
class of such articles, or to perform any specified poc-
tion or job of said work, and giving satisfactory security
for the performance thereof, under a forfeiture not
exceeding twice the contract price in case of failure,
shall receive a contract for doing the same, and in case
the lowest bidder shall fail to enter into such contract
and give such security within a reasonable time,-to be
fixed in such advertisement, then the contract shall be
given to the next lowest bidder who shall enter into
such contract and give such security. And in ease of
a failure to supply the articles or to perform the work,
by the person entering into such contract, he and his
sureties shall be liable for the forfeiture specified in
such contract, as liquidated damages, to be sued for in
the name of - the United States, in any court having
Jurisdiction thereof.

Sec. 18. And be it further enacted, That all such  Bids and
bids or proposals shail be returned by the person g?P":gslzrt‘?
authorized, as aforesaid, to receive the same, to the e, P bt
Executive ﬁ%epartment from which such authority is "

derived,7and shall be preserved in said Department,
biget to such examination as Congress may at any
iine order dnd direct. ; o S
‘Seo.: 195 And be it further enacted, That no part Relative to -
of thesédblingent fund appropriated to any department, t‘&l’“{f“f"
bureau, or office, shall be applied to the purchase of” =
books, periodicals, pictures, or engravings, or other
thing, except such books, periodicals, and maps, or
other thing, as the head of such dep@itment shall deem "
necessary and proper to carry on the business of such
department, and shall, by written order, direct to be
procured for that purpose.

‘Sec. 20. And be it further enacted, That it shall be Detailed - §
the duty of the Secretary of. the Senate, at the com-the manper
mencement of every regular_ gession of Congtess, to in which the
report to the Senate, and of the Clerk of the ﬁ}iguse of %?{?gngiﬂf
Representatives to report to the House, and of the head bc;,fex;;‘;?
of each department to report to-Congress, a detailed ded tobere. .
statement of the manner in which the contingent fund ‘éﬂﬁg‘}ess““ 7

.

¥

statement of .
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for each House, and of their jrespective depariments;
and for the bureau and offices therein, has been-ex-
pended, giving the names of every person to whom any
portion thercof has been paid; and if for anything fur-
nished, the quantity and price ; and if for any services
rendered, the nature of such service, and the time em-
ployed, and the particular ocecasion or cause, in brief,
that rendered such service necessary; and the amount
of all former appropriations in such case on hand, either-
in the Treasury or in the hands of any disbursing
officer or agent. And they shall require of the dis-
bursing officers, acting under their direction or authori-
ty, the return of precise and analytical statements and
receipts for all the moneys which have been, fronx
time to lime, during the next preceding year, expended
by them; and the results of such returns, and the sums
total shall be éommunicated annually to Congress, by
the said officers, respectively. .
~ [ApprovED, August 26, 1842.

. . AN ACT
To re-organize the Navy Department of the United States.

Franking  Smc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the chief

privilege.  of each bureau hereby established shall be authoriz¢d

. to frank all communications from his burgau; and {il}k

communications to his bureau, on the businggs thereof,

shall be free of postage. O
[ApprOVED, August 31, 1842.

' | s AN ACT

To authorize the Ghief Clerk in the office of the Secrefary of State {o
frank public and official documents sent from that office.

,ﬁf;;g“}i"g Sec. 1. Be it enacled by the Senate and House of
PriVECE®:  Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress ussembled, That the right and privilege of
“ franking-all public and official documents that may be
sent from the office of the Secretary of State be, and

hereby is, granted to the chief clerk in that office.
[ArprovED, February 15, 1843,

TR T RTINS




57
AN ACT.

Regulating the currency of foreign coing in the United Stales.

Part of Sec. 1. Be it enacted, That from dnd after Atler the 10th
the passage of this aet, foreign gold and silver coins ?Oreigglédd &,
shall pass eurrent as money within the United States, silver coins to.
and be a legal tender for the payment of all debts and ggr"' l?gfl e
demands, at the several and respective rates following, payment of all
and not otherwise, viz: The gold coins of Great Britain debts and de-
and Portugal, of their present standard, at the raté of one f;‘i‘;‘::ﬁe‘étiﬁzzg
hundred cents for every twenty-seven grains of the ac- &c., &e. "
tual weight thereof; the gold coins of France, Spain, Rates offor.
and the dominions of Spain, of their present standard, “'8" 8>
at the rate of one hundred cents for every twenty-
seven grains and two-fifths of a grain ef the actual
weight thereof; Spanish milled dollars, at the rate of Rates of for-
one hundred cents for each, the actual weight whereof ¢ign silver,
shall not be less than seventeen pennyweights.and =
seven grains, and in proportion for the parts of a dol-
lar ; ecrowns of France, at the rate of one hundred and
ten cents for each crown, the actual weight whereof
shall not be less than eighteen pennyweights and sev-
enteen grains, and in proportion for the parts of a
erown, . [ArproveD, April 10, 1806. -

AN ACT

Regulating the value of certainsf;orteign silver coins within the. United.
o : ates. S

Sea. 1. Be it endcted, &c., That from and after the -Cgl{tqir’i;‘si’f\f{é?
passage of this act, the following silver coins shall be cointopussby

.

of the legal value, and shall pass current 4% money
within the United States, by tale, for tke payment of
all debts and demands, at the rate of one hundred
cents tothe dollar; that is to say, the dollar of Mex-
ico, Peru, Chili, and Central America, of not less
weight than four hundred and fifteen graing each, and
those re-stamped in Brazil, of the like weight, of not
less fineness than ten ounces, fifteen pennyweights of
pure siiver in the Troy pound of twelve ounces of
standard silver, and the five frane pieces of France,
when of not less fineness than ten ounces and sixteen
pennyweights in twelve ounces Troy weight of stand~

¥
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ard silver, and weighing not less than three hundred
and eighty-foux grains. each, at the rate of ninety-three
cents each. ~ [ArprovED, June 25, 1834.

AN ACT.

Regulating the value of certain foreign gold coins within the United
States,

Standard and  §Ec. 1. Be it enacted, &c., That from and after the
weightofeoins {hirty.first day of July next, the following gold coins
shall pass as current within the United Sates, and be

receivable in all payments, by weight, for payment of

all debis and demands, at the rates following, that is to

say: The gold coins of Great Britain, Portugal and

Brazil, of not less than twenty-two carats fine, at the

rate of ninety-four cents and eight-tenths of a cent

per pennyweight ; the gold coins of France nine-tenths

fine, at the rate of ninety-three cents and one-tenth of

a cent per pennyweight; and the gold coins of Spain,

Mexico, and Colombia, of the fineness of twenty carats

three grains and seven-sixteenths of a grain, at the

rates of eighty-nine cents and nine-tenths of a cent per
pennyweight. ' :
[APPROVED, June 28, 1834.

AN ACT

Supplementary to the act entitled ¢ An act establishing a Mint and
, regulating the coins of the United States.” ‘

Weightof sil-  Sgc. 9. And be it further enacted, That of the sil-
_vercoins. . yer coins, the dollar shall be of the weight of four
hundred and twelve and one-half grains; the half-dol-
" lar of the weight of two hundred and six and one-
fourth grains; the quarter-dollar of the weight of one
hundred and one-eighth grains; the dime, or* tenth
part of a dollar, of the weight of forty-one and a quar-
ter grains; and the half-dime, or twentieth part of a
dollar, of the weight of twenty grains and five-eights
Silver coins a of a grain. And that dollars, balf-dollars, quarter-dol-
legal tender. [arg "dimes, and half-dimes, shall be legal tenders of
payment, according to their nominal value, for any

sums whatever. "
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Szc. 10. And be it further enacted, That of the gold = Weight of
coins, the weight of the eagle shall be two hundred 8¢ €%
and fifty-eight grains; that of the half-eagle, one hun-
dred and twenty-nine grains; and of the quarter-
eagle, sixty-four and one-half grains, and that for
all sums whatever, the eagle shall be a legal tender of Gold coins to
payment for ten dollars; the half half-eagle for ﬁve'ggra legal ten-
dollars ; and quarter-eagle for twoyand a half dollars. g
Sec. 11. 'And be it further enacled, That the silver Gold and sil-
coins heretofore issued at the mint of the United States, ver coins here-
and the gold coins issued sinee the thirty-first day of ©°fr a‘sf;gﬁ
July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, shall tender.
continue to be legal tenders of payment for their nomi-
nal values, on the same terms as if they were of the
coinage provided for by this act. ' o
Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That of the cop-  Weightof
per coins,-the weight of a cent shall be one hundred °°Pper coins,
and sixty-eight grains, and the weight of the half-cent

+ eighty-four grains, And the cent shall be considered

of the value of one hundredth part of a dollar, and the-
half-cent of the value of two hundredth parts of a’
dollar. [ArrrovED, January 18, 1837.

Yo AN ACT o
To provide more effectually for the settlement of accounts between the
United States and receivers of public money.*

Sec. 5. That where any revenue officer; or other Where Rev-
person, hereafter becoming indebted to the 4United.j§f“§the‘§m;§;f |
States, by bond or otherwise, shall become insolvent, sons become -
or where the estate of any deceased debtor,in the'hands ‘“g"l"et“kf’ o
of exécutors or administrators, shall be insufficient to fate ?)faney de-
pay all the debts due from the deceased; the debt dusiceased debtor
to the United States shall be first satisfied; -and th‘é'&ic‘“s{‘&cﬁ‘g{
priority hereby established shall be deemed to extend, due the United
as well as to cases in which a debtor, not haying suffi- Stales fo. e
cient property to pay. all of his debts, shall make - a first sotisfied:
voluntary assignment thereof, or in whic’, the estate
and effects of an absco@iding, concealed, or absent debtor,
shall be attached by progcess of law, as to cases in which’
an act of legal bankruptey shall be committed. -
: - [Arprovep, March 3, 1797.

*8 . 13, pi y of 18386, L fori ,

tho U::?t escf% t z{?es? \ge 33, Act of 1838, as to the pricrity of payment to
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Nore—The priority of payment claimed by the United States is de-
rived from certain acts of Congress. These several acts are, the act-of 3lst
July, 1789, ch. 5, see. 21, the actof 4th August, 1790, ch. 35, sec. 45,
the act of 1792, ch. 27, sec. 18, the act of 3d of Mareh, 1797, ch. 74,
sec. 5, and the act of 2d of March, 1799, ch. 128, sec. 65. All these acts,.
except that of 1797, confirmed the priority of the United States to cus-
tom-house bonds, and bonds taken Gnder the collection agt. It was the

. act of 1797 that went further, and gave a preference to the.United States
in all cases whatever, whoever might be the debtor, or however he
might be indebted. The act of 2d July, 1836, o change the organi-
zation of the Post Office Department,” &c., &e., sec. 13, ‘provides ‘that
all suits to be commenced for debts or balances due the. De artment,
¢ shall have all the privileges and priorities in adjudication and payment.
secured to other claims of the United States by the existing laws.”® This

act clothes the Post Office Department with all the power and privi-

leges as regards priorily of payment which exist under the collection.

act of 1799, and all preceding acts of Congress.
This priority is given by the 5th section of the act of the 8d of March,

1797, ch. 94. It is also given by the 65th-section of the collection law,

in the words following: * And in all cases of insolvency, or where any
estate in the hands of the executors, administrators, or assigns, shall be
imsufficivat to pay all the debts due from the deceased, the debt or debts
due to the United States on such bond or bonds shall be first satisfied.”
In the same section, the Legislature explain their meaning of * insol-

vency,” by declaring that it shall be deemed to extend, as well to cases: .

in which a debtor, not having sufficient property to pay all his debts,
shall make a voluntary assignment thereof for the benefit of his credi-
tors, or in which the estate or effects of an absconding, concealed, or

absent debtor shall have been attached by process of law, as to cagesin,

which an act of legal bankruptcy shall have been committed. In giv-
ing a construction to these sfatutes, the Supreme Court of the United
States has held that they only apply to two general classes of cases, viz:
A living insolvent, having an assignee, and a dead insolvent, represented
by executors and administrators.—(Conard vs. N icholl, 4th Peters’ Rep.;.
308.) That the priority of payment, as against living debtors, only where
the debtor had become actually and noloriously insolvent, manifested by
some open act, as taking the oath of insolvent debtors, under the law of
some of the States.—( See 8 Cr.,73; 1 Pet., 489.) Itisnotamereinability

of the debtor to pay all his debts, but that inability must be manifested .
in one of the three modes pointed out in the explanatory clause of the -

65th section of the act of 1799; The preference of the United States:
does not extend to cases where the debtor has not made an assignment
of the whole of his property. If the assignment leaves out a trivial part
of his property for the purpose of evading the act giving the preférence,
it will be-considered as a fraud upon the law, and the court treat it as %

fotal divestment. The deed of assignment must embrace all of the |
property of the debtor, &ec., &e.—(4th vol. Wheaton, 108.) A deed
execated by a debtor of the United States, conveying all his pro({;ért'i ‘

in the possession of the debtor, to trustees, for the payment of his debts,

not including the debt of the United States, is an act of insolvenc , both

within the spirit and letter of the act of Congress giving priority In such

cases to debts due the United States over all others; and the priority
attaches at the instant that the deed is executed.—(United ‘Stafes-et. al,

vs. Cochran, et. al., Brocken C: C., Rep. 274,) 'The preflerence of the

United States will not relate back fo the act of insolvency se as'to overs-

reach jntermediate bona fide securities given by the insclveni to credi-
tors. It has been the uniform construction of the 5th section of the
aet of 1797, (1, Story’s Laws, 464,) and of the similar provision in the
G5th section of the collection act of 1799, (1 Story’s Laws, 639,) thab
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-whether in a ease of insolvency, death, or assignment, the property of
th

a debtor passes to the assignee, executor, or administrator, the priority
«of the United States, operating not to prevent the transmission of the
‘property, but giving them a preference in payment out of the proceeds.—
(Brent vs. The Bank of Washington, 10 Peters®, 596.) When the pri-
«ority of the United States has actually attached, there is, strictly speak-
dng, no lien, either general or speciiic, on the property in the ltands of
the executors, administrators, assigns, or trustees, as the case may be;
but only a claim on the funds in their hands. The priority established,
<can never aftach while the debtor continues the owner and in the pos-
session of the property, although he may be unable to pay his debts,
and no evidence can be received of the insolvericy of the debtor until he
has been divested of his property in one of the modes stated in the col-
lection act. And when he is thus divested of his property, the per-
son who becomes invested with the tifle is thiereby made a trustee for
the United States, and is bound to pay their debt first out of the pro-
ceeds of the debtor’s property.—(Beaston vs, The Farmers’ Bank of
Delaware, 12 Peters® 133.) The moment the transfer of property takes
place under the statute, the person taking it, whether by voluntary as-
signment or by operation of law, becomes bound to the United States
for the faithful performance of the trust.—-(1 Peters’ Rep., 459; 12
Peters’, 131.) '

When the insolvency or acts of bankruptcy required by the statutes
have actually occurred, the priority immediately attaches; although
sometime may elapse before a trustee be formaily appointed. Every
gerson indebted to the insolvent, or in the possession of his property,

ecomes, as to such delit or property, the trustee of the United States
from the moment he has notice of their priority. Should he actually -
pay over the debt, or deliver the property to another creditor, with no-
tice of the claim of the United States, he is responsible, An assignee
is not liable under the acts of Congress until notice of the debt due to-
the United States. But the notice need not be given by the United
States; norisa judgment or suit against him necessary, in order to
charge him with notice. The notice must ' » such as is required in or-
dinary cases of trustees, and enough to put a prudent man on inquiry.—
(2 Wash. C, C. Rep., 196.) Assignees and trustees, administrators
and executors, are personally liable if’ they omit to discharge such debt
or debts, if funds actually come into their'hands. If a debtor dies with-
out sufficient property to pay his debts, the right to satisfactioy out of
his estate, in preference to other creditors, is undoubtedly in th*Jnited
Btales.—(10 Peters’, 612.) - !

The priority of the United States does not extend so as to take the
property of a partner from_partnership effects to pay a separate debt
due by such partner to the United States, when the partnership effeets
are not sitfficient to satisfy the creditors of the partnership,—(United
States s, Hack et. al., 8 Peters’, 271,) If there be any cF ficiency in
the proceeds of any particular estate to pay the mortgages thereon, the
mortgagees cannot come in upon the funds and proceeds of the sales of
other estates, except as general creditors.

%
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‘having reference to the transportation of mails, should be directed,
| 1* ‘ t

REGULATIONS !
I‘vOR THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

“ORGANIZATIONXN OF THE POST OFFICE DEPARTHMENT. -

| CHAPTER 1. ‘ R
The duties of the Department are divided and distributed ad follows; viz:

Sec. 1. The general supervision of the Post Office Department is lodged
by the Constitution and laws with the Postmaster General ; and with the view
10 the more ¢onvenient and prompt dispatch of business, the duties of the
Department are subdivided among the following bureaus: the Contract Of:
fice, under the charge of the First Assistant Postmaster General ;* the
Appointment Office, under the charge of the Second Assistant Postmaster
General ; the Inspection Office, under the charge of the Third Assistant
Postmaster General ; and the Miscellaneous branch, under the charge of
the Chief Clerk. &

FIRST ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL.

* Contract Qffice.

2. To this office are assigned the duties of arranging the connexions of the
mails on all the mail routes in the United States, adjustingthe speed of the
mails, fixing on the frequency of their trips and the mode of conveyange,
making out advertisements for mail contracts, receiving the bids, Preparing
them for the action of the Postmaster General, preparing forms of cone
tracts, sending them out and seeing to their execution, examining and pre-
paring for decision. all propositions for changes in the mail service, fixing:
on the location of distributing post offiges, directing the course and’ distri-
bution of the mails,and performing all acts appertaining to post roads which
are necessary to put the mails in motion, and regulate their conveyancey
speed, and connexion, : A

To this office all proposals for mail service, and all letters relatingsto
the making or changing of contracts ‘and schedules, and evermthing elss

ing else

*
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SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL.

Appointment Office.

3. To this office are assigned all questions which relate to the estab~
lishment and discontinuance of post offices, changes of sites and names,
appointment and removal of deputy postmasters, as also the giving instruc~
tions to deputy postmasters. Deputy postmasters are furnished with
stamps and blanks by this bureau. ’

THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL.

Inspection Office.

4. To this office is assigned the duty of seeing that all deputy post-
masters at the beginning and ends of routes, and such others as may be
directed by the Postmaster General, keep and return registers of the arrivak
and departure of the mails, according to law; of examining said registers,
noting all delinquencies of contractors, and preparing them for the action of
the Postmaster General: receiving and preparing for decision all speciak
complaints against contractors ; furnishing blanks for mail registers; pro-
viding and sending out mail bags and mail locks and keys, and doing all
other things which may be necessary to secure a faithful and exact per-
formance of their contract service on the part 6f contractors. .

To this office all mail registers, and all letters complaining of, or report-
ing contractors, should be directed.

“ Each of the said: offices of the Department is under the control and

-~

direction of the Postmaster General.

|
|
|
g
?"

Auditor’s QOffice.

5. The act of 1836, sec. 8, established the office of “ Auditor of the
Treasury for the Post Office Department.”” To this office the law assigns
the duty of settling all acconnts of the Post Office Department, whether of
deputy postmasters, contractors, or others. ,

6. The duty of commencing suit is assigned by the act of 2d of July,
1836, to the Auditor of the Treasury of the Post Office Depariment.

" 7. This office reports all balances due to contractors and others, in order
to their payment by the Postmaster General, and all delinquencies of de-
puty postmasters, in paying over their balances according to his instructions.

8. To the Auditor all accounts against or with the Post Office Depart~
ment, (other than postmasters’ quarterly accounts;) all letters in relation
1o accounts ; all letters enclosing the receipts of contractors; sl letters re~
turning drafts on deputy postmasters; and all other letters making claims-
or explanatory of accounis, should be addressed to kim.

T
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Office of the Treasurer of the United States for the [service of the Post|
Office Depariment. L S

9. The 1st section of the act of July, 1836, provides ihat the revenues |
arising in the Post Office Deparfthent, and all debts due to the same, shally
when collected, be paid, under the direction of the Postmaster Generaly;
into the Treasury of the United States. ' P

CHAPTER 2.
Post Boads.

Post roads are— X ]

10. Those roads which are declared by Act of Congress to be SUCh e
Act March 3, 1823, .o , . R

11. All waters on which Steamboats regularly pass from port to POLtomms”
“Act March 3, 1823. ’ Tt

12. The navigable canals of the several States. .

13. All Railroads in the United States. L ot

14. Those roads on which the Postmaster Gieneral causes the mail to bey/
carried from the nearest post offices on legally declared post roads, to.
court-houses not otherwise provided with the mail. - -

CHAPTER 3.

Coniractors.

¢ o

15, The Union is divided into four contract sections, and a letting  of ]
“contracts oceurs consequently every year, 1 LA
The contract sections are— = v : , o |
18. Muine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Tsland, ]
Connecticut, and New York. - e
17, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Ohjo, .
18. Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. |
19. Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri, Kentucky, |
Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Louisiana. o
20. The contract year commences on the 1st of J uly, and four of those
years constitute the full vegular contract term.—See sec, 4, ot of 1825.
21. Each contractor is to execute an indenture of ‘contract, and a bond
- with sureties, also a duplicate contract to be returned, doth of them,
the conlract office, the former to be there filed, and the latter to be repfi‘
by it to the Auditor. The contractor will aftefwards receive from
(éontraclt Office a counterpart of the contract executed by the Postma
eneral, ‘
22. If post offices depend for:theix supply of the mail, updn g
received, dnd the postages received should fall short of the amo
the contratior or carrier may be authorized to veceive out of them,
have no claim on the Department for the deficiency. “

s
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93 If the surplus exceeds the amount, as stipulated in the contract te
""be paid by the Department, the surplus is to be held subject to the draft
. or order of the Department.

24. During the existence of a contract for supplyiag an office, the

- .deputy postmaster can only pay according to instructions, or in conformity
' awith the contract, and he must forward to the Auditor the receipt of the
contractor for such payment immediately upon the close of the quarter.

25. If the contractor remove or refuse to perform the service stipulated

. in the contract, it becomes the duty of the deputy postmasler to report
the fact to the Postmaster General, and to furnish the name of the person

(if one can be found) who will enter into contract at the lowest price, for
the residue of the term. ~

26. After the expiration of a contract, and until the Postmaster General
has decided upon any offer to enter into a new contraot, or upon the expe-
diency of discontinuing the office, or of making some other provision for
its supply, deputy postmasters cannot make any payment, unless express-
ly authorized by him,

27. Coniractors are required, in all cases, to carry the entire mail.
deputy postmasters will never permit them to leave any part of it.

98, Neither are contractors permitted to leave bags of newspapers and
pamphlets at any places on their routes. '

29. The Postmaster General may annul the contract for failures on
the part of the contractor ; for violating the Post Office laws ; for disobey-
ing the instructions of the Department; for refusing 16 discharge a carrier
when required by the Department; for assigning the contract without
the consent of the Postmaster General.

. 80. The Postmaster General is prohibited by law from knowingly
wmaking a contract for the transportation of the mail with any person whe
shall have entered into any combination, or proposed to enter into any
combination, to prevent the making of any bid for a mail contract by any
other person or persons, or who shall have made any agreement, or shall
have given or performed, or promised to give or perform, any consider-

“ation to do, or not to do, any thing whatever to induce any other persou
not to bid for a mail contract.

CHAPTER 4.

Proposals for carrying the Mail.

" 81. A bid received after the time designated in the proposal, without the
guaranty required by law, or that combines several routes in one sum of
‘compensation, cannot be considered in competition with a regular prope-
sal, not adjudged to be extravagant. ’ '

32. A bidder may offer on Coach, Railroad, or Steamboat routes, where
that transportation is difficult or impracticable at certain seasons, to substi-
tute horse or wagon conveyance, or to intermit service a specified number

Ry
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of days, weeks, or months. He may proposé to emit an -office that'is =
accessible, or is not on the stage road, the railway, or at a steamboat land- 5
ing, as the case may be; or he may offer to substitute an inferior mode
of supply in such cases. He may propose different days and hours. of
«departure and arrival ; provided no more running time is asked, and it is §
obvious that no mail cennexion, or other public accommodation, is pre~ §
judiced, He may ask for a specified number of days for more running f§
time to the trip at certain seasons of peculiarly bad Toads. But beyond {
these changes; a proposal for service different from the advertisement
will prevent its being considered in competition with a regular bid not set §
aside for extravagance ; and where a bid contains any of the sbove altera-
tions, their disadvantages will be estimated in comparing it with other ¥
proposals. - . A o
33. There should be but one route bid for in a proposal. .
34. The route, the service, the yearly pay, the bidder’s name and resi-
dence, and the name of each member of the firm, where a company offers, %
should be distinetly stated. ~ ) : S 1
35. The proposals should be directed to the First Assisiant Postmaster

@eneral. -
CHAPTER 5.

£y
.

Deputy Post}nasters, by whom appointed.

36. Postmasters at offices where the commissions amount io oné¢ thou-
sand dollars and upwards, per annum, receive their appointment from:t,
President of the United States, with the concurrence of the Senate. At
of 1836, sec. 33. ’« -

37. Upon the appointment of a deputy postmaster, he is furnished with
a letter of appointment and 3 blank bond. Upon executing the bond,
required, and taking the oath of office, he is authorized to take ch
the office, and not before. :

Who can hold the office of Deputy Po -&l{ndst o

38. No person ean hold the office of deputy postt;);‘s‘fer' w}m :;slx‘allfnd‘t k.
be an actual resident of the city or town wherein the post office is situated, §
or the district of country usually supplied by the office. /¢t of 1838, §
see. 36. . ‘ . . SR ,

. 39. No person can- hold the office of deputy. postmaster who is not.a §
citizen of the United States. : R

. CHAPTER ¢,
Steps to be taken on receiving the appo’intmébt.v

40. Every person who receives the appointment of deputy postmaster,
will take and ‘subscribe, before a magistrate, the following oaths, viz: =~ °
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“], ' do swear, (or affirm, as the case my-
‘be,) that T will faithfully perform all the duties required of me, and ab-
stain from every thing forbidden by the laws in relation to the establish-
merit of the Post Office and post roads within the United States.”

« | do solemnly-swear, (or affirm, as the case may be,) that I will sup-
-port the Constitution of the United States.”’—ct of 1825, sec. 2.—Con- -
-stitution of the United States, articie 6. ,

41, These oaths should bé certified by the magistrate who administers
‘them. - , :

4%. The persoh appointed will then execute the bond forwarded to him
by the Department, and signed in the presence of suitable witnesses,
by himself and at least two sureties, the sufficiency of each of whom, for

the payment of the sum inserted in the bond, must be shown as required
by the form of the bond. Jct of 1825, sec. 3. :

'43. Tn casé of the death, removal from the State, or bankruptey of one
or both of the sureties, the deputy postmaster will report the fact to the
Department, in order that a new bond may be taken.

. 44, The oaths and "bond are then to bé placed in the mail, and trans-
mitted to the Appointment Office. .

CHAPTER 7.

e Charge of the Office.

*\/45. The office of deputy postmaster is one of much tfust and responsi-
‘bility, and the- appointment proceeds from a confidence reposed in him
. personally by the Posimaster General. Therefore he cannot be permit-

ied to transfer the‘entire charge of his office, and the performance of its
duties to another; thus creating 2 sinecure, and virtually substituting in
his stead as deputy postmaster, a person unknown to the Department.

46.- Tt follows, also, that though he may have one or more assistants, he
is required to have, in person, 2 general superintendence of his office;
since without it, the guaranty afforded to the Department, by the reputa-
tion and character which induced the appointment, that the office would
be well conducted, is lost.

47 The duties of his office must be performed only by himself, per-
sonally, or by a sworn assistant or assistants, whom he may employ to
aid him, when necessary ; for the care and attention of every one of whom
he will'be himself responsible to the Department. - ' o ,

48. Every assistant, before he is permitted to have any agency in the
business of the office, must take and subscribe the oaths set forth in the
preceding chapter, which must be certified by a magistrate, and forwarded
to the Department.—ﬂct of 1825, sec. 2. ' .

49, On taking charge of a post office, the deputy postmaster will {ake
duplicate inventories of all property belonging to it, being careful to make
separate ones of the locks, keys, ard mail-bags, also of all instruetions,
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weireulars, orders, &c., also of all letters, packets, newspapers, “and pami- |
phlets, and other mail matter on hand, stating the unpaid postage, and §
Aooting up the aggregate amount thereof. - . : I

50. He will deliver one set of the duplicate inventories, with his receipt . 2
thereon, to his predecessor, and transmit the other to the Auditor’s Office; |
-one respecting locks, keys, and mail-bags, to the Inspection Office, and
that respecting the mail matter on hand, to the Auditor. : R

51. Precaution should be taken by the deputy postmaster in all cases to. }

. appointan assistant deputy postmaster, where his ordinary assistance is not .

/ needed, to prevent the office from being left without a duly qualified per
son to perform its duties, in case of the necessary absence, the sickness, 8
resignation, or death of the dgputy postmaster. S A

52. The deputy postmaster will cause his clerks, also the letter carriers §
to take the necessary oaths of office, and send them for file to the Appoints
ment Office before they enter upon their duties. The leiter carriers, also, *|
must execute bonds, with sureties. L o i

53. No person under the age of sixteen years should be employed as |
a mail carrier on any post route, or @ clerk in any post office in the United §
‘States. The better to enforce this regulation, it is required that the ages §
of the carriers and clerks be entered upon the oaths of office, which they §
respectively take before they are transmitted by the ¢ontractor or post- |
master, to the Department for file. And the special agents of the Depart: |
ment will promptly report all instances of non-compliance with this regu- §
lation to the Appointment Office. R [

.~ 54. Deputy postmasters, assistants, and clerks, regularly employe
- engaged in post offices, and also post riders, and drivers “of mail st:
are by law exempt from militia duty and sérving on juries, and fro
fine or penalty for neglect thereof.—et of 1825, sec. 35; ¢t of 1
sec, 34. . ) K i S el

55. A deputy postmaster will suffer no person whatevefy except his
duly sworn assistants, or clerks and letter-carriers, who may: glso. hs:
been swornyto have access to the letters, newspapers, and i)é“ékbté in
office, or whatever constitutes a part of the mail, or to the mail keys.

56. Mails may be opened and made up in the view of perSons not 4u-
thorized to handle them, but never within their reach ; whiledischarging §
these duties, therefore, he will, if a room be appropriated to the use-6f |
his office, exclude from it all persons except-his assistants. regulasly em |
ployed and sworn. ' ‘ o : e
.. 87. For the safe keeping of letters and packets at post offices, wheré |
the business is not so extensjve as to-require-théappropriation of .a room |
to that use, a cheap, plain desk, or%ase, is to be provided.at the expense’ of

- the Department, with a good lock and key. But. this.expense, nar aby
arded B contingent expense, will be allowed, unless the nett proceeds of -the gffice

| 1 amount to at least $5 per quarter. . Lk
L take BB ~ 58. The deputy postmaster will keep his office open for the dispi

make B of business, every day, except Sunday, during the usual hours of b
tions, ' o RE
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in the place; and attend at such other hours as may be necessary to rer
ceive and dispatch mails.—Jct of 1825, see. 11. .

59. When the mail arrives on Sunday, he will keep his office open for"-

one hour or more, if the public convenience require it, after the arrivak

~and assortment thereof, unless it be during the time of public worship ; in
which case he will keep the office open. for one hour or more, if necessary,.
after the same has ceased. .

60. It is expected that a disposition to accommodate will prompt him
to search for and deliver a letter, on the application of a person who can~
not call in the usual office hours. -

~ 61. The deputy postmaster having voluntarily assumed the responsi-

bilities of office, he is not atliberty to abamﬁn them, either by closing his

office, or by transferring its management #d funds to an irresponsible

person. Upon receiving notice, at any time, of a wisho retire, the De-
partment will take measures to select and appoint a suitable successor.
Butuntil a successor is appointed, and has been qualified by giving bond, he
will continue in charge of the oflice, either personally or by an assistant,
for whose acts he is responsible:

62. If at the expiration of any period for which he may have received
an appointment from the President, or Postmaster General, and has not
received a new appointment and qualified under it, or a successor has not
been appointed and qualified, he will in like manner continue in charge of”
the office, either personally or by an assistant, for whose acts he is re-
ponsible, until one or other of these events happen,

63. Whether the appointment be from the President or the Postmaster
General, in the event of death, the responsibility of the bondsmen will
continue, for the fidelity of the person left in charge of the office, until a
successor is appointed and qualified.

64. And it may be lawful for the sureties or any one of them to perform
the duties of deputy postmaster, by themselves or agent until their suc~
cessor be appointed. -

65. All instructions, circulars, and orders received by a deputy postmas-~
~ ter, from any branch, or officer of the Department, are to be filed in the

" office,,and turned over to his successor. In like manner he will turn
over 1o his suceessor, or in the event of the discontinuance of the office,
- deliver to the nearest postmaster, as public property, all desks, cases,.

and other furniture or fixtures, and all books, maps, blanks, stationery, and
other articles, which have either been furnished to him as postmaster, or
have been charged and allowed at any time, whether as contingent ex-
renses in the quarterly account, or as items in the commission, emolu-
nent, or other account, and which may remain on hand when the vacan-
cy or discontinuance happens.

. 66. If, from any cause, a post office ceases to operate, the nearest
deputy postmaster on the same route will report the fact to the Depart-
- ment, and open the mails addressed to such office, deliver the letters andf
papers to the persons entitled to them, and account for the postage, in the
_xeturns of his own office.
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67. When the Postmaster General shall change the name of an
existing Post Office, the order_will not take effect until the deputy post«
master shall have executed new bonds and returned them to the Second
Assistant Postmaster General. - When the bond shall have been thus exe-~
cuted and returned, the name designated by the Postmaster General, will
be used from and after the first day of the next succeeding quarter.
But no deputy postmaster can change the name of his office, without
the order of the Department ; and he is expected to be particular in seeing

none other substituted than the proper official name of his office.
68. In all communications to the Department, as well as in his” private
correspondence, every deputy postmaster should embrace in the date, the
name of his pos‘t‘oﬁice, county, (district or parish) and State, »

CHAPTER 8.

The operations of the Department, on the mail Youtes, andin the post
offices, are divided into— - -
* 1. The making up and forwarding of mails. o
and delivering of letters, news-

2. The receiving and opening of mails
papers, and packages. B . ‘ o
3. The keeping and rendering of accounts and payment of balances. -
Making up and forwarding mails. What may be admitiedinto the w&;il

69. The mails were established for the transmission of intelligencé ; the
articles, therefore, proper to be sent in them are letters, newspapers, and
pamphlets. R . SRS

70. Packages of every description, weighing more than three pounds;
are to be excluded, except public documents, printed by order of either
House of Congress, legally franked.—dct of 19tk of December, 1821,
and Resolution of 13th of January, 1831, L

CHAPTER 9.
How the mails should be made up.

71. Letters received to be sent by m'ail‘, should be carefully marked with

the name of the Post Office at which they are received, and the initial of .

the State or Territory, the day of the month on which they are forward~
ed in the mail, and the rate of postage chargeable on them ;- or if they be
free, with the word Free. The name, date, and Free, may be either
written or stamped on them. - h

72. At offices where there is mich business, fhe work of ‘rating and
marking should be performed as fast as the letters are’ received, and not
left until the time of closing the mail, when, in the hurry of business,
many errors might be committed, . B

73. Letters, however, must bear post mark and post bills must bear the
the date on which the mail leaves the post office. " I

74. Deputy postmasters will carefully assort the letters—and all létters:
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i .10
addressed to offices in his own State, or offices, the location of which are
fknown to him in other States, he shall mail direct to such offices, and when
the location of the offices are not well known, he shall mail to the dis-
tributing office nearest the point addressed by the course of the mail, and
write upon the package the name of the office and State in full. '

75, Way offices on Rail Roads will be supplied by exchanging of pouch-
«es as the cars pass, without waiting for time to change the mail, and depu-
ty postmasters at such offices should have the mails ready when the cars
come. ' )

76. The number of letters and amount of postage are to be entered
under the proper heads in the post bill, to be sent with them ; and having
written the proper address at the top of the bill, the same must be dated
and signed by the deputy postmaster.

_77. The post bill being completed, its contents are to entered in the

Account of mails sent, stating the name of the office (and State if a dif-
ferent one,) to which the mail is sent, (or if sentto a distributing office
the name of such office.) _ .

78. The letters are to be made up into bundles, and the, post bill
with them, wrapped in a paper of proper strength and tied with twine.
If there are more letters for one office than can be conveniently put into
-one bundle, they should be made up into two or more bundles, and num-
‘bered ; the post bill being put into the last number. :

79. The mails for all the offices to which there are any letters ad-
dressed, being in this manner complete, they are to be put into the linen
bag or bags destined to receive them ; and these bags being securely tied,
are to be put into the proper mail portmanteau, which is to be locked, and
delivered to the carrier.

80. Post bills, as to year, month and day of the month, should
2always be fully and plainly dated ; and the date should, in all cases, cor-
respond with the day on which they are, or by due course of mail should
be, actually sent ; without regard to the day on which they may happen
to have been made up.

. CHAPTER 10.
Receiving and Dispatching mails.

81.-A deputy postmaster will always be in readiness, in person,
or by his assistants, to receive the mail when it arrives, and dispatch
it with all possible expedition.

82. If no special regulation upon the subject has been made in regard
‘o his office, he is allowed seven minutes only, to.change the mail.

- 83. If the mail be carried in a stage, coach, or sulky, it will be the
duty of the driver to deliver it as near the door of his office, as he can
<come with his vehicle, but he is not required to leave his horses, neither
should he be permitted to throw the mail on the ground. :

84. He will never detain a mail beyond the time fixed for its depar-
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ture, except for the arrival of a pending mail, and in that case it should
be dispatched in time to connect with other important mails, at the plaoce
of arrival. ' ' e =

85. When the mail is to remain but a few minutes at his office, the
mail should be made up and ready to put into the portmanteau, before
the time it usually .arrives. - ' N i

86. He will stop all packages which he finds going in the wrong di-
rection, and put them in the right one. ' .

87. In case-of a failure of the mail, he will forward all the packages
by the next trip. :

88. It is inadmissible to send letters in a canvass bag without a
leather bag and lock., : : SRR

89. Never deliver the mail portmantieau to the carrier without being
certain ihatit is locked. ' '

CHAPTER 11.
Opcning the mail.

90. Upon the arrival of the mail, at any post office, the packages ad-
dressed to that office and none other will be opened, and the depuly post-
master will find in eachone a bill of the contents, called a post bill. Com-
pare this bill with the contents, and if they do not agree, note upon the bill
the amount of the difference, and whether undercharged or overcharged.

91. Every deputy postmaster will then look over the letters thus
received, to see if the postages be properly charged or marked on them,
and correet the rates on the letters, where he sees mistakes, noting the
amount corrected on the bill, as under or overcharged. ,

92. If a deputy postmaster observes any letters that are not within
his delivery, and are missent to his office, he will put them in the pre-
per place to be forwarded, noting on the bill the amount forwarded, and
writing on the letters the words “missent and forwarded.” 'They
should be forwarded by the first mail.

93. Upon making up the mail itis the duty of every deputy postmaster
when he is of opinion, or has good reason to believe that any letter has
been illegally franked, to erase the frank, and charge the same with the le-
gal postage, and the depuiy postmaster at the office of delivery of any letter
which he believes has been illegally franked, is directed to charge such
letter with the legal postage ; and if upon an exhibition of any letter franked
and rated with postage upon which postage has been charged and ¢el-
lected, it shall appear, that the same was aletter rightfully and legally frank-
ed by the person who wrote it, or if written by another at the request of
him who franks it upon the business of the office of the person franking,
the postage will be refunded, and the proper entries made. '

94. These examinations having been made, the deputy postmaster
is ready to deliver the letters, negrspapers, &e: ;

95. Having careflly examined the post bills, and found them right,
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or discovered and corrected their errors, as well in casting up, as in the

particulars abovementioned, every deputy postmaster will enter their
" contents in the Account of mails received, stating the.name of the office
- (and State, if out of his own,) from which each bill came.

98, Every deputy postmaster will enter the amount of unpaid letters,
as it is charged .in the bill, whether the charge be correct or erroneous,
If erroneous, it falls either under the denomination of undercharged or
overcharged, and by an entry of the sum, under or overcharged, in the
proper column, that error is balanced.

97 All letters received by mail are to be entered in the Account of

mails received, though no post bill accompany them, and the fact should be
noted on the account, that no post bill was recelved.

98. Letters received by mail marked, paid,” by the post office stamp,
or in the hand writing of the deputy postmaster, or his clerk, are to be de-
livered as paid; though they be entered in the bill as unpaid. In such a case
the deputy postmaster will make the proper correction on the post bill ;
inform the deputy postmaster who mailed the letter of the mistake, and
request him to make the necessary correction in his Jecount of mails
sent. If the error be repeated, deputy postmasters will notify the facts
te the Department. ' , ' :

99. When a deputy postmaster opens the mail portmanteau, he

should be careful 10 leave no packets of letters or newspapers addressed
to his office in it; and, if his office be ata connecting point of the
~maile, from which other mails branch, he will carefully examine the
packets in the portmanteau, take out all such as are addressed to offices
supplied by the branching mails, and give them their proper direction by
the earliest conveyance. When this is neglected, it is expected that the
Jirst deputy postmaster who discovers it, will return the missent packets,
and promptly report the facts to the Department.

100. In opening the mail, it must be kept in secure places.

101. No persons, other than the deputy postmaster, or his sworn ag-
sistants are to have access to the mail when opening, or after it is opened.

CHAPTER 2.

Time allowed for opening the mail.

v

162. Seven minutes are allowed for opening and closing the mails at alk
offices where no particular time is specified ; but on Railroad and Steam~
boat routes, there is t0 be no more delay ‘than is necessary to deliver and
receive the bags. Ep -

CHAPTER 13.
Distributing Post Offices, for Inland Mails.
108. Portland, Maine ; Boston, Massachusetts ; Providence, Rhode I~

e M e ta 3 . D v S b
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land ; Hartford, Connecticut; New York, Albany, and Buffalo, New York ;
Philadelphia, Northumberland, Erie, and Pittsburg, Pennsylvania ; Balti-
more, Maryland ; Washington, Distgict- of Columbia; Petersburg, Nor-
folk, Abingdon, Kanawha C. H,, and Wheeling, Virginia; Raleigh and
Ashville, North Carolina; Charleston and Yorkville, South  Carolina;
Augusta, Savannah, and Columbus, Georgia; Huntsville and Florenee,
Alabama; Natchez, Vicksburg and Columbus, Mississippi; New Orleans,
Louisiana ; Nashville, Cumberland Gap, and Memphis, Tennessee;
Louisville and Maysville, Kentucky ; Cincinnati, Columbus, and Toledo,
Ohio ; Detroit, Michigan ; Vincennes and Indianapolis, Indiana ; Shaw-
neetown and Chicago, Dlinois; St. Louis, Missouri; Jackson, Arkansas:.

CHAPTER 14}

Distribution, in what manner to be made u.

104. Distribution offices are established to insure certainty and regularisy
in the transmission of letters and packets between remote points ; aad to'
this end, besides the usual business of a post office, certain peculiar duties
are performed in them.

105. Letters addressed to distributing oftices are not, to be stopped or
opened at any other office, and when received are not to be entered in the ac-
count of mails received for distribution. , -

106. All post bills proper for distributing offices are to be filled accord-
ing to the directions in chapter 9, with the contents of each parcel, and
addressed, as the case may be, either to the office for delivery, or tothe
proper distributing office. These post bills are then to be dated, and en-
tered in the Lccount of mails sent from the distributing office.

107. A deputy postmaster at a distributing office will not open and dis-
tribute a mail which is addressed to a particular office, though it may pass
through this office. s )

108. If letters be sent by any deputy postmaster to a distributing peat *
office, when they should have been mailed direct to the offices to whick
they are addressed, the deputy postmaster at such distributing post offige,
‘will request the deputy postmaster so sending to correct his prattice, and
if continued, report him for such violation of instructions. .

109. All letters and packets are to be distributed and remailed Lefore the
departure of the mail; and on no account are they to be delayed a single
post. : ’

CHAPTER 15.
Time allowed for closing Mails at Distributing Off es-
110. The great mails are to be closed at all distribusing offices, one howe
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before the time fixed for their departure ; and all other mails at those offi-
- ces, and all mails at all other offices, half an hour before that time, un-
less the departure is between 9 o’clock, P. M »and 5, A. M., in which
case the mail is to be closed at 9, P, M.—JAct of 1825, sec. 11, page 7.

CHAPTER 16.
Distribution Offices, for Foreign Mails.

111. The principal post offices for the despatch and receipt of foreign
mails, to places beyond sea, are Boston, Massachusetts; New York,
N.York; Charleston, South Carolina ; and New Orleans, Louisiana.

CHAPTER 17.
Foreign Mails—in what manner 1o be made up.

112. When a letter is placed in a post office, to be sent to a seaport
by post, and thence by ship 1o a foreign country, the postage on it for the
distance it is to be conveyed by post, must be paid at the place of its re-
ception, otherwise the letter is not to be forwarded.

- 113. Deputy postmasters at seaports will always receive letters that are
- offered for places beyond sea. The letters so received, together with

those that come in the mail, addressed to foreign countries, should be
marked with the name of the office, and the time of reception.

114. As soon as the deputy postmaster finds that a vessel s ready to
sail, which will be convenient to carry letters to the place of their desti-
nation, he will carefully examine all such letters, and see that there are
none among them destined to another place. He will then count them,
and enter their number in a bill. If there be few letters, and no bag for
them furnished by the master of the vessel, they may be made into a
bundle like a common mail, taking care to enclose the certificate with
them, and sealing the wrapper with the office seal. 1If a bag be furnished,
the string is to be sealed with the office seal. And if there be many let-
ters, and ne bag furnished by the mastuc of the vessel, the deputy. post-
*masier will furnish one, and “charge it to the Department.

115. The deputy postmaster will obtain from the master of a ship, a
certificate, specifying the number of letters and packets, with the name of
the ship or vessel and place from whence she last sailed, and a receipt for
the money paid.

116. He will mark the number forwarded to other offices, and the num-~
ber for delivery at his own office, on each certificate.

, 117. He will then enter them in the Account of skip and steamboud
etters, .

P el i et
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CHAPTER 18.
‘Postagé on Letters.

118. The following are the rates of postage on single letters, viz: .

6 cents, if conveyed not exceeding 30 miles,

] 10 if over 30 and not exceeding 80

121 “ 80 SRRTS 150
18% , “ 150 b - 400
25° “ 400

119. Letters composed of two pieces of paper, (or other articles, how=
ever small,) are to be charged with double postage; three pieces, with
triple ; and four pieces, with quadruple postage.—-Act of 1825, sec. 13.

120. When letters or packets weigh an ounce, or more, they must, in all
cases, be charged with single letter postage for every full quarter of an
ounce, whether composed of many pieces of paper, or of one only'; but
fractions of an ounce less than a quarter need not be regarded. ‘
- 121. It may sometimes be difficult to ascertain whether a letter be single,.
B double, or triple; but after a litfle experience, the deputy postmaster will
generally be able to decide by the feeling. ;

122. Attaching two pieces of paper together by wafers or otherwise, . §
will not make them one as to the charge of postage. Dl

123. But postage is not to be charged upon a seal affixed to a piece of
B paper, nor upon the paper constituting the face of such seal, provided the-
] face paper of the seal on the letter, or other instrument of wri%}ng, has

g upon it no writing or private matter, in which case the letter fs to be
charged with double postage, v Co .

124. The distance according to which postage is chargeable, is that om '
the post road from one office to another, upon which the mail is conveyed,
and not that on the shortest way by which a traveller could pass. ’

125. The distances stated in the list of post offices may be regarded hy
deputy postmasters, except in a case where he knows them to be ineor- -
rect, when the actual distance will be his guide.

126. When letters may be sent by several routes from one office to an~
other, the postage on them should be rated according to the distance .on;
the shortest of the routes, if they are conveyed on that route, er if the
mail goes most frequently upon it. But if the mail is carried more fie- . |
quently, certainly, and expeditiously, upon a longer route, and the letiers . §
are sent on such route, the deputy postmaster will be governed by-the
distance thereon, o

127. Letters should in all cases be sent by the most sxpeditious routes,
unless otherwise ordered by the person sending the same. ‘ g

128. Some roads form a circuit ; that is, the mail starts from one offies, - J
and, after passing by several offices, srrives at the plece from whigh.it 1§
departed, withuut returning by the same route. In this vase, the postige
is to be rated secording to the shortest distance on the post roddl batwiesh
the two offices. A
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CHAPTER 19.
“Postage on Ship and Steamboat Letters.

126. All ship letters and packets are to be charged with a postage of six
<ents each, when delivered from the office, at which they are first re-
weived ; when forwarded in the mail to other offices, with two cents, in
addition to the ordinary rates of postage. They should all be marked
¢ Ship,” at the time of receiving them.

130. Masters of foreign packets are not to be - paid any thing for letters
delivered into the office; such letters are, nom"ithstanding, to be charged
with postage, when delivered from the office; of forwarded by mail.

- 134, The above rates of postage are not to be increased on letters and
-packeis, carried in a private ship or vessel, from one port in_ the United
States to another, though a part of the voyage be over a water declared
10 be a post road. Thus, the Mississippi river, from New Orleaus to the
mouth, is a post road ; yet letters carried by ship between New Orleans
and any other port in the United States, are subject {0 the usual ship let-
ter postage. But if the whole of the water between any two ports, be 2
post road by law, then inland postage will be charged. =~

132. Letters and packages that are carried on any of the waters of the
United States, in packets, under an arrangement with the Department, are
subject to the same postage as if carried in the mail overland, except that
more than quadruple postage is not to be charged on any packet so car-
ried, unless it contain more than four distinct letters, \

133. Upon letters and packages received from the masters of steam-~
beats, on waters deemed post roads, the persons addressed will be charged,
when delivered to them, the same postage as if the letters and packages
had been conveyed in the mail overland, except that more than quadruple
postage is not to be charged on any package, unless it contain more than
four distinct letters,

134. If a letter be received as above, to be sent in the mail to another
office, there will be charged the proper rate of postage for the distanee
between the place at which the letter was placed on board the baat, and
the office to which it is addressed ; subject to the excepiion in the pre-
ceding section. Letters brought by steamboats should be marked * Stewu .
boat,” at the time of receiving them.

135. For every letter received by a deputy postmaster at a sea port, to
be conveyed to a foreign country, there shall be paid to the deputy pest-
master one cent.—Jct of 1825, sec. 34. ‘

136. The master (except of a foreign packet) is to be paid two cents
for each leiter and package delivered by him.—.dct of 1825, sect, 18,

137. If the letters be delivered into the post office by a pasrenger or
sailor, and not in behalf of the master, nothing is to be paid for them ; the
are, nevertheless, to be charged with ship letter poatage, and the nu
entared i the account of &xp letters, with the name of the vessel im
which they were brought, ’
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138. For every letier or packet, delivered by the master of a steamboat,
every deputy postmaster will pay him. two cents, unléss his boat carries’
letters and packeis under a contract with the Departni¢nt, * He' will také.. |
the receipt of the master, specifying the number of letters, and the places. |
from which they were brought.—.Jct of 1825, sec. 6. "~ &b
- 139.- On ship letters and packets, two cents are to be charged in :
tion to the ordinary ‘rates when mailed for-other places. " o ot
140. The account of steamboat letiers received, with the sums paid’for
them, and the postage on such, as are to be delivered from the officéyin = |
to be kept in the account of ship  und steamboat letiers veceived, and 4y the ™
account of ship letters. o AR

'CHAPTER 20,

Postuge on"Box Lelters.

141, All letters: placed in a post oﬂice,‘ to be déliyéfed*"frmﬁ lt !m
persons addressed, called « Box letters,”” the deputy postimaster may:
-eharge and receive one cent each. SR S s

CHAPTER 21. -
Postage on Way Lv'c!'t?f.zgf Sl

7

142. Way letiers are such letters as a mail carrier receiy
way between two post offices. - The carvier will deliver them. to xS
postoflice at which he arrives. 'The deputy postmaster will inquite of the;
carrier at what places he received them, -and rate them with postige from |
those places to the offices to-which they are directed,- writing againt the
rate, the word “way.” —~Act of 1825, sect. 20, . .., , 0

143. If such way letters are within the delivery of the office, the 4
amount of their postage is to be noted on one’ of the bills received by the -§

ko

same post, and when the bills in the Account of ‘mails received, are en~
tered such amount of posiage in the column headed Pay letters, istoge |
entered also. o o TR

144. If any of these way letters ave not to be delivered by the déppty |
postmaster, their postage is'not {0 be entered in that-column, but thede®s |
ters are 0 be included in the post bill with the otlser Tetters for thie office.te 1

which meE ﬁ%@g@ pessad, o N ML T
145, TheMlepaty postmaster will pay the: mil- carrier one gent if des

manded for eagh way letter which he delivers to him, and add that cengio

the ordinaty postage on the letter. N

| CHAPTER 2. R
Hanghills, Lottery Tickets, Cireulagh, Advertisements, &u., 1o be Qf&#@ ‘
. . : L :‘

ged with leftey postugs. ( . 1
148, Cortected proof sheets até v be oltagelh with pos fipiien- |

not periodi@al; in case meémrrwﬁm be thosgienly of type
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bot if new matter be introduced by the corrections, the sheets are sub-
ject to letter.postage. S o

147. Letter postage is also to be charged on all handbills, printed or
written prospectuses, proposals for new publications, circulars written or-
printed, lottery bills and advertisements, blank forms, sheets of music,.
deeds, law processes, policies of insurance, and manuscript copy for pub--

lication, and upon any memorandum which shall be written on a news--

paper, pamphlet or magazine, except it be a notice from a printer of a
* newspaper to a subseriber, stating the amount due for his subseription.
148. In all cases where dealers in lottery tickets, brokers and others,

with the obvious and palpable intent to evade the payment of postage in
their correspondence, and not to disseminate general intelligence, send
out their lottery schemes, and other matters of private concern, in printed
sheets having the form 2nd some of the leading characteristics of news-
papers, the same papers are to be taken and considered as handbiils charge-
able with letter postage, whatever forms they may be made to assume;
and although, they borrow the name of @ newspaper and may contain 2
quantity of general matter.

149, Publications containing advertisements and recommendations of
goods, &e., &ec., are subject to letter postage.

150. Prospectuses of newspapers, accompanying papers, are subject to-
tetter postage.—/Act of 1825, sec. 30. :

151. Engravings sent separa!~ly by mail are vo be rat~ and charged with
Fetter postage. .

152. Deputy postmasters will charge let! r postag = o.: all packets that
are closely enveloped aand scied, so that what they e atain cannot be:
known, and on newspapers so enteloped as not to be open at one cud.

CHAPTER 23.

Postage on Newspapers.

153. Newspapers carricd not over 100 miles, or any distance witi:in the
Btate in which they are mailed, are to be charged with a postage of une
eent each. ,

184, If carried over 100 miles, and cut of the State in which theéy are
xnailed, they are to be ¢harged with one #nd a half cents sach.~-dot af
1825, sec. 30. 4 , ’

155. This postage is chargeable by the newspaper, not by the sheet.
Hence, if two or more newspapers be printed on one sheet, as has been
done, full postage is to he charged on each ; nor is the postage to be
abated on a newspaper printed on less than a whole sheet. ‘

" 156. Newspaper postage is tobe charged upon newspapers, extta news-
papers, supplemenis 1o newspapers, arid the printed or writien wotices
sent by the publiskers «f newspapers to their subscribers, attached tp the-

-
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éub margin of the newspaper, stating ‘he amount due for suﬁSqriptiqp,‘.'_ Act

of 1825, sec. 13. .

~ 157. Publishers’ receipts cannot be so sent, but bills only ; and- thia’ = |
d or privilege does not extend to publishers of pamph}ets and magazines, .
n or: 1568. A newspaper is a printed sheet containing current intelligence,’
uglg,. issued in numbers, at regular intervals. An extra newspaper is ‘a sheet’
pub= . published by the printer of a newspaper, between the regular periods of
EWE~ publishing his paper, and sent to his subseribers, to give them early intel-
of a 9 ligence of events. A supplement is an additional sheet, issued with a
’ltll;:' = newspaper, for the publication of matter that cannot be comprised in the
[ SN | : N .
. paper. ‘ ‘ o Coe
se “(; S 159. Newspapers, prices current, ship and commereial lists, with: the
Sen d name of the sender stamped upon it, are subject to letter postage. :
nte . 160, If any article in a newspaper be printed on a separate slip, under
ews- : the name of extra, or supplement, or any other name, for the purpose of -
arge- giving ita wider circulation, itis te be treated as a handbillyand each copy
1me ; eharged with letter postage, N R o E
aIn 2 N 161. Reprints of books or magazines in newspaper form,-are Jikewigel
¢ i to be rated with periodical pamphlet postage. L e FHT
ns o = 162. Extras of a paper which contain mainly and chiefly a republica~
o - tion of books or private matter must be placed on the footing of periodical . |
cotto M pamphlets.— See Attorney General’s opinion.* SRR T
 with = *OEFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, )
= , L ; e qurcli 18, 1842,
g that = Siz, % Ll ‘ § R I
1ot be: | 1 have had the horior to receive your letter of the 12th instant, in which you desire ny -
108 & g opinion upon the following case. = ; .
uwlls ] “The 13th section of the Act of 1825, concerning the General Post Office, provides,
that all newspapers shall be charged with a postage of one cent for any distance not’ y
more than 100 miles, and one and’ a half-cent for a greater distance. =~ : .
“The 13th section of the same Act fixes the rate of postage on letters,
*¢The Shipping and Commercial List and New York Price Current,” a numbér ¢ é
which is herewith sent, is claimed by its proprietors to be a newspaper, subject tower
~ cent postage only, ‘ ‘ ' e
in the B * In December, 1837, this publication, by the Postmaster General was noticed igt
£ . be a_newspaper, and since then has been charged with letter postage. = "7
1 une +* Puior to that time, it was rated by the Postmaster General, to be a newspaper, and .
" #wbject to newspaper postage. O - e
oy are 1 ** Other papers of similar purport, such as ‘New-Orleans Pgice Current, Savannah,
det of ] do., Charlesten do.,’ have been held subject to letter postage. s
& g ‘It therefore, in reference to these an many similar publications, becomes impots’
) %ant to setile, what is a newspaper within the meatiing of the Act of 1825, and whethier -
sheet. - the papers No. 1. and 2, be newspapers.”" , Lo S
s been |, The question you propeund is one of no ordinaty difficulty, because neither my '
b - statute, nor any decision of our Courts, so far as I have been able to discover, furnis| ey, |
to be the definition you seek, Ce e R
, The only light, a very uncertain one, which we haye to-follow is the use of the woid
WS- “newspaper,” in comnibn pariance, or in the English Stamp Acts. * - eteki
ﬁbﬁaes Anazyspagper iz defined according to the usage of the commereial world to bags
o the: publication wn. numbers, consisting commonly of si'ggle,;heets; and publishert afg

b v

stated on intervals, conveyine intelligence of passifigievents,” N Py '
BIY the Actof 1 Geo, I,%.,‘%b,ap. 9g {a ‘stamr;a acg)gal!‘periodx‘éal pamphlets or %’ .
published at iitervals not exceeding two daysi containin Ee!w‘e X

¢ public news, intell

R R el i e
i 4 RS i,
LN N .
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163. With the view of enabling deputy postmasters o form a correct
opinion in relation to whatkind of publications comes within the category of
newspapers, &c., and the postage properly chargeable thereon, it hoa
been dgemed advisable to insert the opinion of the Auorney General of
the United States, which may be examined, in reference to the elncida
tion of these questions.

CHAPTER 24.
Postage on Pamphlets and Megazines.

164. Periodical pamphlets and magazines carried in the mail, are sub-
ject to the following rates of postage, viz :
Carried not over 100 miles, per sheet, 14 cents,
Do. over 100 miles, do. 24 cents,—JAct of 1825, see. 89,
165. A pamphlet is a small unbound printed book, A magazine is
pampblet published periodically in numbers, confaining articles on seix
ence, literature, politics, news, &c., &c. :
166, Pamphlets and magazines that are not published periodically, are to
be charged for 100 miles or less, 4 cts, on each sheet ; over 100 miles, 6 otg,

or occwrrences, or any remarks thereon, and not containing more than (wo sheety,
published for a less price than 64, shall be deemed newspapers, and shull be tubject
to the same regulations and stamp duties. ‘

This statute, as all other positive legislation, is of courss in some degree arbilrary;
but it suggests at least, one consideration of importance. It is an set imposing a
burthen, not extending a privilege, The clause of the Act on the contrary of which

you ask an interpretation, extends a privilege and imposes no burthen, Yet mugt the
constraction be just the same as it wonld be, in cage a tax were laid upon newspapers,
.Then according to the definition above stated, the requisites of a newspaper, ia
commor parlaice are, 1. That it be a publication in numbers, 2. ‘Uhat it consists
commonly (though not necessarily) of single sheets, 2. That it be published at short
and stated intervals, 4, That it convey intelligence of pasainf; events,
e

According fo the statute it must be, 1. Periodicolly published: 2. At intervals not
sxceeding two days: 3. That it contain public news, intelligence or pceurrences o
remarks thereon: 4. That it contain not more than two sheets, and 5, Be published at
# price less than 6, ‘ V

he statute agrees in the main, with MeCulloch’s definition ; yet we mazﬁmﬂ
doxx}l;t how far in the absence of positive legislation, they way serve us as guides in
such a case, :

1st. Thus it may be admitted that the paper must be ipublished al short and stated ins
fervals; but what is a short interval? ‘I'hiere are in this country many weekly news-
Papers, vihy not monlhly? Yet it would seem straining a point 16 call o monthly
shect a newspaper, if the object were to tax it under that denomination ; why should it
be entitled as such fo a privilege? S

Sl it muet be owned, mosthly intelligence of passing events may e as interesting,
and important to Jarge classes of the community, as weekly or dafly news, and e
some brayches of trade even wore so, . ,

23. It may be doubted whether the intervals need be exactly stated, 4 e, regulne,
for certainly “ extras” are newspapers, .

24, Eyen price varies almost as much as any other incident, ‘

Ath, The * passing events ¥ may be and are infinitely diversified, according fo the
fastes, the fancies and the wants “and the conveniencé of mankind, "I'he mont
czta}gg;a of new publications, will be interesting fo a scholar, « bulletin of battles |
a soldier, pricos cirront to 2 merchont, proceedings of tribunaly t 5 lawyar, theatrient
exbiibitions or sew ftions in dress to the idle and the gay, ke,

>
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167. Ag paper of any size may be folded in the Jolio, quarto, octavo] ]
or duodecimo form, the duputy postmaster will consider four folio pages, ]
_eightquarlo pages, sixieen oclavo pages, or twenty-four duodecimo pages |
ageording to the usyal aceeptation of these terma, whalever be the size of |
the puper, a8 constituting a sheet,—~Act of 1825, sec. 15 -
168, If more than twenty-four pages be printed on paper of a size larger |
than royal, sull tweny-four pages are to be taken as a sheet, o
169. But if more than twenty-four pages be printed on paper of a size
not greater than royal, the sheet is not to be limited to twenty-four pagesg |
but be taken to embrace every page on the paper, o
170. "T'he surplus pages of any pamphlet or magazine are to be consid- -
ered a shoet, IR
171, Pamphlets prinied on less than a whole sheet of paper, of a size |
Jargor than royal, are to be charged with the ostage on a (ull sheet,
172, But if they be printed on the half, or the fourth of a sheet of paper, |
?o)tl g;eater than royal, they are to be charged with half the postage on. a
ull ghicet. S
173, Publishers of pamphlets and magazines frequently attach to thiem |
one or more printed pages, containing advertisements of new publications, |

A nowspaper is more Jikely to please o majority of readers, which meots all fastes, |
yet it eannot be denied tl:»at,sociaty in its progress, may require here, as in avary,tmnl; ;
alao, & divigion of labor, Why should 2 ‘devout man be necessarly meandalized with
pudls of opern dancers? o membor of some total abstinence society, with: tempting
walos of wines and spirituong luzuou? 8 plodding man of business with dissertatiols |
on _books? or a hookish man with columns of business advertisements ? ;

Therefore it In no argurient: against o lpnpar b(z-imil & newspaper, that it is confined |
lo o single department, eapecially if that department happens to be tho most universally |
intoresting to & community, ns price currents aro in avery commercial country, ]

On the “whole, the only requisites of 4 newspaper which I think must be judiclally
held Indespensuble arg— o ‘ |

Tat, That it bo bona fide prblished, that is, for everybody’s use.  For example, the |
Price Currents, &, printed”at stated intorvals, snd sent by great Banking atid Com~ |
morcial houses to their eusiomers, are not hewapnpers: they are not pro bono publics, |
. Tt oy e publihed in mumbers, not el ith oxsct regularity, but some.

Zd. ‘That thoy be published in numbers, not parha 8 with exact rogularity, but some. |
thin ammonch')i'ng 8, it, Oceaslonnl sheots, [?lacarﬁ:s, &c., are not rigawspa}]; . » i

8d, That they convey news, not mere divsortations and discussions, or literary. and. |
poatical miscellanjcs, ; : . IERTREAAE

4th. That they be in shosts, and in rather A cheap form: - Lo

But cases will he norpotually ariging in- which the Chisf of the Pos{ Office ?Dq.g Ty
ment or the Btamp Burean would be it a loss whytto do wilthout oxprags loginl a{‘m :
instractions, If you think them required by the sorvieo, [ have no doubt they .are
callod for by the state of the law, o CETE S

As to the papory, No, 1 and 2, in question, T think the cap bardly be akeluded from |

v law now stands, But "Thamigging o Come
marcial List,” to be treated as wnch, must be sent open and withont any Wyt"n ;

signature or note,

/
- 1
Posimastor General,

>
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-&c. &c. Such pages are to be rated with postage according to the rules
* -herein lajd down. L ,
174. The cover of a pamphlet or magazine is not to be rated with post-
. “age, unless the mater printed on it be a part of the body of the work, or
-unless it be used as a vehicle for general advertising. o
175 Pamphlets dnd packages of newspapers or other matter which ex- -
* -ceed in weight, one half ounce, are to be charged avith postage for the ex-
cess over a half-ounce, either as pamphlets, newspapers, or letter postage,
‘as the case may be. - L

176. Engravings published in pamphlets or magazines are, in respect to

. postage, to be regarded as the other leaves of the publication, when they
are of the same size. But if the engraving occupy a whole shee, it 18
o be rated as one sheet. . . - o

177. Periodical pamphlet postage will be charged.on magazines, Jour-
nals of Congress, Journals of the Legislatures of the several States, being
* unbound, ( Act of 1825 sec. 13,) Session Acts of Congress and of
State Legislatures, Documents printed by erder of either House of Con-
~ gress, or of either House of a State Legislature, including Reports of
Committees and Executive Messages, Almanacs, College Catalogues, apd
-Annual Reports or Minutes of Societies.
. 178. Books, as distinct from pamphlets, are not mentioned in the law,
- but as tliey are not likely to be sent by mail, unless through mistake,
they may be rated by the sheet, with postzge on pamphlets not periodical.

CHAPTER 25. ‘

Paid Letters, Newspapers, and Pamphlets.

179, If the writer of a paid letter wishes the deputy postmaster at the
nearest office to forward the letter by a private opportunity, to a place
~ where there is no post office, it is to be duly forwarded in that manner,
~ wlien a proper opportunity occurs.

_ 180. Any person who desires it is to be allowed to pay the postage on
any letter, newspaper, or pamphlet, which he deposites in the office, to

be sent by mail ; the rate of postage is to be marked upou it, and against

the rate, the word ¢ Paid,” at full length. Such paid leiters are to be
“entered in the post bill, and when the mail is made up, in the ‘proper ce-
*"Tumn in the Account of mails ‘sent, _ ,
181. The postage on the paid newspapers and pamphlets is to be placed
at the foot of Accounts of newspapers and pamphlets received.

*182. In entexing the postage received on paid newspapers and pam-
~"phlets, sent from his office at the foot of this account, (see preceding sec.)
the ‘deputy postmaster will distinguish that which is received on news-
papers from that received on pamphlets.

183. A deputy posimaster will not deliver a newspaper or pamphlet from
his dffice as paid, though so marked, unless the rate, or amount of postage,
be dlso marked on it.
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CHAPTER 26.
Abating and ngunding Postage.

184. If. it be demanded, deputy postmasters will remit thé,;,.gos& )
age charged on letters written by deputy postmasters in the, dischargé.of
their official duty, such as letters to publishers of néwspapers informing
them that their papers are not taken out, &c., g,3';@1;,(‘:1;{vés{hi)fgl’d' Bbe
franked. ' o F

185: But the pestage on a private letter cannot be. remitied, on the
-ground that the writer might have franked it. <o

4
K

186. If, after a letter has been delivered. by a deputy. postmaster, amn
abatement of the postage, which was, marked on it, when it:was received
at the office, be demanded, on the ground of an erroneous estimate Qg the
number of pieces. composing it, the deputy postmaster. will desire, the
person. to open it in his presence. If he shall do so, and hé ig, then
-satisfied that the letter is not composed of as many pieces. as the posiage |
was rated for, he may refund so much as was overcharged :: And, if the §
letter be composed of more pieces than the postage is rated for, he '.,Wéll
-demand,, and be entitled to receive, the proper additional pogfage. ,I%"lfégsl
the letter be opened in his presence, or in that of his assistant, he wi ?g;ot
refund any part of the postage.—Jct of 1825, sec. 18, -, .7 . . s
187. But, if the postage which. the deputy, postmaster js asked to; ze-
fund, was added by him, as an undercharge, to the raté, _",,r‘ke‘q.fg,g;gge
letter, when received in the mail at his.office, he may, if he is cleariy
satisfied that he is mistaken in the number of pieces composing, the, letter,
refund the excess of postage, though the letter was not gpened in, his
presence, or in that of his assistant. = S
188. He may likewise, though a letter be not opened in his presence,
refund an overcharge, caused by an erroneous estimate of }the,éli-stagl,c;e on
the post road, over which the letter was conveyed. .~ . 7 "
189. Sometimes packets of newspapers, pamphlets and books, chiefl;
from abroad, made up.in the form of letters, are deposited in a post pikee, .
tobe sent in the mail. Such packages should be rated with letter postage
according to their weight. When they arrive at the office of d¢livery, if the '}
party to whom they are addressed, would ¢laim an abiatement of the letter §
postage, he should open them in the presence of the deputy postmagfer. - If §
they contain only the articles above mentioned, they muay be delivgred ypon §
‘the payment of the. postage legally chargeable ilpon:t%ﬁq:g 'q;*iéle&é@g%@
190. In all cases other than thosé stated in the precedif’segt
where an abatement of postage on articles sent ii, the miil i Claime:
%uty postmasters will report'the facts” specially to the I epattm
ecision.’ ‘ L
S0t
speedil;

v

Mioted on the post bill, that came with'
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CHAPTER 27.
Collection qf' Postage.

192. Deputy postmasters will receive nothing but specie, or its equiva-
lent in payment of postage or of any draft, demand, or deposite, which they
- may be authorized to collect, or recept for, on account of the Department..
~ 193. Deputy postnasters are not authorized in any case to give credit
for postage. 7
194. If credit has been given, they cannot detain a letter addressed to-
the person credited, which is free, or paid, or on which the postage is
tendered by him, until he pays the deputy postmaster the amount credited..
195. Neither can they, when there are several letters in the office, ad-
" dressed to the same person, refuse to deliver him any of them, unless he
will pay the postage on all. o

196. Deputy postmasters will not fail to make out a detailed return of”
the names and number of all newspapers mailed and delivered at their of-
fice, to subscribers, and the amount of postage on each ; and also, the
amount of postage collected on irregular and transient newspapers.

197, At the beginning of every post office quarter, deputy postmasters.
‘will require the subseribers, and others who receive newspapers regularly
through their offices, to pay the quarter’s postage thereon in advance ; and'
without such payment, they will not deliver them any papers, even
though they tender the postage on them singly.—JAct of 1825, sec. 30..

198, If a newspaper begin to arrive at-the office in the course of the
post office guarter, deputy postmasters will demand the postage in ad-
vance, of the subseriber, up to the end of that quarter.

199. At the end of a quarter, they may refund the postage on so many
of the newspapers as have not arrived at the office during the quarter.

200. The postage on newspapers that come occasionally to the office,
and on all pamphlets and magazines, is to be paid on each as they are
delivered, and to be entered at the time in a separate list, and accounted
‘for in the account current.

‘CHAPTER 28.
Déli-very of Letters.

201. The persons entitled to letters received by mail, are those whose:

pames are in the address. Deputy postmasters, therefore, in delivering
letters, will be governed in all cases by their address,
.. 202. The delivery should be either to the person addressed, or according
to his or her order. The order is, in some cases, implied, as where a
‘person is in the habit of receiving his letters through his son, clerk, or
servaiit, and of recognising the delivery to them as proper. '

2%. If a letter appear to be of value, it will be well, in mostscases, to
require a written order for its delivery to the person calling, if’ he or she
be not the person addressed.
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204. A letter addressed to a firm may be delivered to any member of the:
firm:—if addressed to several persons, itmay be delivered to any one of |
them. ]
205. If there be two or more persons of the same name, and a letter

1“;: a- addressed to their name be delivered to the wrong person, the deputy post-
they wmaster will, if he is ful]y satisfied that there has been a mistake, in-
megt stantly reseal the letter in the presence of the person who opened it, and
credit request him to write upon it the words, « Opened by me through mis-
ed to- take,” and sign his name; then he will refund the poslage pald and
. replace me fetter in the office.
ge is
fited. * ' CHAPTER 29.
2, ‘ , ) .
ss he Masters of Steamboats to deliver Letters and Packages into Post Offices. I
rn of 206. The masters of steamboats that are under contract with the De-
ir of- partment will deliver into the post offices, (or the local agent of the De~
, the partment, if there be any,) at the places at which they arrive, all letters:
received by them, or any person employed in their boats, at any pomt'
sters. along the route.
larly 207. Masters or managers of all other steamboats, are reqmred by law, "]
; and: under a penalty of thirty dollars, to deliver all letters brought by them, or |
even within their care or power, addressed to, or destined for the places at
- 30. which they arrive, to the deputy postmasters at such places except |
[ the letters relating to some part of the cargo. All letters addressed to peig |
1 ad- sons, to whom the eargo, or any part of it is consigned, are theréfore t0= |
be delivered into the post office, to be charged with the proper rates ‘of |
nany postage.—See act of 1825, secfs. 6 and 19. '
. 208. This law is often vielated. Deputy postmasters will use dllxgen‘ce 3
flice, to correct the evil, and prosecute for the penalty, in every case where they
y are can obtain testimony. ,
nted o
CHAPTER 30. AL
Masters of every Vessel from a Foreign Port, to d'elwer Letter.s amt ]
Packages into Post Offices. . .
hose: 209. These terms, ship letters and packages, embrace the letters and ,
ring packages that are brought into the United States, by sea, from foreig n i
countries, and ‘those that are carried from oné port in the Umteﬁisﬁ ;
ding to another, in any private ship or vessel. / ]
re 2 210. Every master of avessel from a foreign port is bo d lmmedno 1
(, Or ately on his arrival at a‘sea-port, and before he is permitted to report, make |
eniry, or break bulk, under apanalty not to exceed $100, to delivér into }
g, to the post office all letters brought in his vessel, directed to any pérson in |
she ~the Umted States, or the 'I‘emtones thereof, which are under his % or

*
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within his power, except such letters as are for the owner or consignee of
~his vessel. , )

211. It is the special duty of every deputy postmaster at a sea-port, to
isee that this law is faithfully executed, and to institute prosecutions for
-every violation of it. o -

212. If the cargo be not chiefly consigned to one person, no person is
«considered 2 consignee, and all letters must be delivered into the post of-
fice, except such as are for the owner. .

213. Only letters to one person or firm may be retained, as directed ta
¢he consignee.

214. Every depuly postmaster will obtain from the master of the ship
-or vessel, a certificate, specifying the number of letters, with the name of
the ship or vessel, and place from which she last sailed, and a receipt

, for the money paid.
L - | CHAPTER 31.

Letters missent and to be forwarded.

- 215. In forwarding letters by mail, deputy postmasters will, in all eases,
be governed by the address upon them. - If through accident, or mistake,
a letter addressed to another office ‘be sent to this office, they will follow
the instruction in section 92. _

216. Upon such a missent letter, they will charge no new postage for
- forwarding ; but if necessary, they will add so much to the postage first
- marked on it, as will make the full raie of postage from the place where
- it was originally mailed, to the office named in the address,
- . 217. A deputy postmaster will forward a letter addressed to and lying
~in his office, to any other office, at the request of the writer thereof, if
he knows him to be such, or of the person addressed ; and in such case,
they will add a new postage for forwarding, to the rate already marked
‘on’ the letter; the whole postage to be paid when the letter is taken out of
the office to which itis forwarded.
218. Orders to forward letters should be in writing, and filed by deputy
- postmasters. v X
219. In every case of a letter forwarded, the amount forwarded should
‘be noted on the bill with which the letter was received, if it can be found ;
if not, upon some other post bill; and it should be entered on the proper
~line of the vccount of mails received, in the column headed overcharged,
and the word * forwarded” written immediately aftex it.

CHAPTER 32.

Return of Letters,

. 220. To preventfraudulent practices, the deputy postmaster will be es-
pecially careful not to return any letter put into his office for transmission
¥

*

- s . =R
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ee of B by mail, unless it be fo the srifer thereof, or to some one presenting his
E swritten order. ; At

rt, to 4 221. And {0 enable him to know that the person applving, or sending
1s for " his order, for the return of a letter is the writer, he may require him, or
. his messenger, to exhibit to him the same superseription and seal  that are
on 1S upon the letter.—And if the deputy postmaster is satisfied that the hand-
5t of- ‘writing and seal are the same as those upon the letter, he will return it;
B taking a receipt and preserving it with the paper containing the subserip-
ed ta tion, and the order, if one were sent. ‘ R
) 222. Aletter bearing the frank of an individual may be returned to him,
Shl[} B «or his order. '
ne o

ceipt [ CHAPTER 33.

ﬂdvoriising Letters.
223. At the end ofevery quarter, all letters then on hand, and ﬁﬁich
have not been already{dveuised, are to be entered alphabetically in a list,
and advertised. If there is a newspaper published near the office, and the

ases, publisher will insert the advertisement three times, at the rate of -two cents
ake, B for each letter mentioned in the advertisement, it is then to be published
llow B in such newspaper. _If there is no newspaper that has much circulation
« in the neighborhood of the office, or if the publisher will not advertise, the
e for letters for the price abovementioned, then manuseript lists of themi.are fo
first ] be made out, and posted at such public places in the town and neighbor-
here -4 hood, as shall appear best adapted for the information of the parties con-
. = cerned.—dJct of 1825, sec. 26, , TR L
ying 1 224. The newspaper having the mos! extensive circulation in the vicinity
fy if of the office should have the preference, in publishing this notice, and the -
ase, - 4 priliter’s. receipt must specify the number of letters ; or if a.manuscript
ked B8 list is used, the deputy postmaster must send a copy thereof. .
1t of 225. The practice of advertising letters remaining in the post office at

the end of each quarter; in newspapers not printed in the towns and vil-
uty e lages where the post offices are situated, is attended with cdnsiderable ex-

] pense to the Department, without any corresponding benefit to the public,
uld Deputy postmasters, in towns and villages where there is no newspaper
nd; X% published, will hereafter advertise letters in the made prescribediifi the  §
per 4 act of Congress of 1825, viz: * make out a number of such listsgand |
gedy | cause them to be posted at such public places:in their vicinity:@as. shallips

pear to them best adapted for the information of the patties concgened®’ *

226. 'The 35th section of the act of 2d July, 1836, authénizes tHePost- 4

master (General 10, divect the advertisement to be made iy mare that ‘%m‘ ]
i !@%af? ._ﬁfﬁ :

newspaper, provided the cost doeg not exceed four cents p.
neithey fhe additional expense of the fadver,tise-ment*in-a(fseebtid;immnm‘x;
of more frequent advertisements in a single paper is ta be.induwed,atany
office, unléss specially directed by the Postmaster General. - s

se"-

“«
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227. Deputy postmasters at offices where the nett balances average ‘five
Trandred dollars a quarter, will advertise at the end of every month the
letters then on hand, which have not been already advertised. L
. 228, Refused letters are not to be advertised, nor those which the deputy
 Postmaster, expects will be immediately taken from the office.
" 229. Drop and box letters are not to be advertised. .

230. Neither is it necessary to advertise free packages, known to ¢on-
“tain printed documents, speeches, &c.

CHAPTER 34.

Dead Lelters.

231. Dead letters are.such as have been advertised, and have re-
mained on hand, for three months or longer, including refused letters.
At the end of every quarter, they should be made up into mails, and for-
warded with a bill to the Department, together with the Quarterly Ac-

: cou'nés.—See the Tnstructions on the Aecount Current.—Act of 1825,
sec. 26. ‘

- 232. No allowance will be made for dead letters returned, unless ac-

" sompanied by said bill, ' R ' :

. 233. When .any letter from this Department, or any other De-
partment, or office at the seat of Government is not called for within one
‘month from the time of its receipt, or when the person addressed is known.

_to have removed, such letter should be returned to the proper Department,
and must not be retained to accompany the dead letters. 3

- 234. If the person addressed, is known to have removed, or if

@ deputy postmaster have any other reason to believe that the letter is
misdirected, he will immediately notify the proper Department, or office:
of the fact, and either be governed by its direction, or return the letters at
the end of the month, as the case may be.

CHAPTER 35.

+ Lost Letters and Mail Depredations.

235. Money, or other valuable things, sent in the mail, is at the
: ;ﬁvskof: the owner. But, if it be lost, the Department will make every
.;%ﬁor; in its power to discover the cause, and, if there has been a theft,
% punish the offender. S
236, In every case of loss by mail, whether supposed to be the’
yesult of gasualty or of depredation, the Department should be informed
“without delay, of all the circumstances connected with it, ~Particula
. caré should ‘be taken, to state the name of the office in which®the letter
was placed, the day on which it was so placed, aiid whether by the writer
himeelf, or by another person, the day on which, if at all, it was actual-

-
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iy mailed, the names of the writer and the person addressed, the amount,
and if practmable, a particular description of the valuable enclosure, the
amount of postage marked on the letter, and whether unpaid or paid, the
office to which addressed, and whether mailed direct thereto,-or to anc-
ther office for dxsmbuuon, and the route by which.it was sent, with.aay
further particulars that may aid the Depattment in its mvestlgatxon 16,
specting the cause of loss.

237. All necessary expenses that may be incurred in recovermg thé
mail, and in apprehending the robber, will be relmbursed by the Depan-
mezit.

238. In some cases it may be proper to offera reward not o exceesd :
fifty dollars, payable on conviction, for the apprehension of the criminal.

239. In every case when the criminal is apprehended, the Attorney of
the United States for the District in which the offence was committed,
should be promptly informed of the facts, and his advice obtained.

240, 1If the prosecuuon be had before the Federal Court for the Dlstnct,
which the Department prefers in every case, where it is convenient, and
which should be had there, in all cases, in which State officers refuse m
act, the Attorney of the United States will conduct it.

241, Persons arrested for mail depredations should in all cases, whe! :
it is practicable, be taken before a district, or circuit ]udge of the Umte&‘i" |
States, for examination and commitment. . -

242, In every case it is expected that.deputy postmastegs il
no exertions to have justice done, and the guilty pumshed, by procur g

- testimony, and giving the prosecution every other aid in their power. . o

243, Cases of mail robberies should be at once reported to the
ment, and information given from time to tlme, of what further‘t‘v ‘
respecting.them, e T
244, At all large offices at which dally mails from other I‘ﬁ’%& it:
fices are recewed care should be taken to note the fact, if the usugf;
mail from either of those offices fail, for any given day, to arrive, |

and if subsequent mails arrive, leaving that for a preceding day sfill
due,’ the mailing office should immediately be written to for mforma%

ifany such mail as that supposed to be missing, was actually sent ; ‘ani lf
the answer be in the affirmative, a report of the Joss - should ‘without
further delay, be made to the Department. :
245, If a deputy: postmaster has reasonto believe that a mﬁl }lg
recenily beeh robbed or stolen, in the vicinity of his office, he sho fidsat
once examine into the evidence of the fact; and, if then satisfied thag-#t
robbery or theft has actually occurred, should take immediate,and engrg
measures for recovermfr sach mail; and for apprehendmg agy‘i prosew Mg
ihe oﬂ'ex’f er, S 5.
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CHAPTER 36.

Letter Carriers.

246. Deputy postmasters are adthorized to have letter carriers. They
will nominate to the Postmaster General suitable persons to be employed,
who are required to give bonds to the United States, to be approved by
him.—JAct of July, 1836, sect. 41.

247. When duly appointed and qualified, the deputy postmaster may,
at his risk and responsibility, place in their hands for delivery all letters
received, except such as are for persons who may have lodged with lim
a wrilten request to retain their letters in the office.—Aet of 1826, sect. 86.
- 248, Such carriers may charge and receive two cents for every letter
and a half cent for every newspaper delivered by them.—dJct of 1836,
seet 36. # .
249, The carriers of ¢ the United States City Dispatch Post,” in New
York, and of other city dispateh posts, wherever established, are author-
ized 1o charge and collect three cents on each letter deposited in any part
of the city, and delivered at another.—~JAct of 1825, sect. 36, and Aot of
1836, sect. 41. ‘

- 250. Itis the duty of the carrier to receive and convey a letter, (and the
~money for its postage when tendered,) if delivered to him move than a
mile from a post office, and to hand it, with the money, if paid, into the
first post office at which he arrives. A penalty of $50 attaches, on failure
0 do so.~See sects. 143, 144, L ~ o
. 251. On the letters brought by a mail earrier to be mailed, called way
letters, one centis to be churged, in addition to the usual postage, which
is to be rated from the place where the carrier reccived the letter. It is tw
be marked “ Way,” and one cent paid to the carier.

CHAPTER 37.

Mail Carviers, ond Mail Agents, on Railroad and Stewmboat. routes.

“£62. TFor the better sccurity of the mails and efliciency of service, the
Postmaster General reserves the right of ordering the dismissal of mail
grri?rs, l:‘md the power of enforcing it, by annulling the contract in vise
of refusal. ' o ' .

- 253 Certain Railroad and Steamboat routes, the Postmaster General
providés with mail agents, whose business it is~=1st, 'T'o receive letters
written afterdhe mail is closed, algo, way letters unpaid or pr‘;’:{&id, i
so¥uting to the deputy postmaster ut the end of the route for alk prepuid
Kontage teceived, and to hand over said letters to the proper office for de-
ivery or mailing, reporting a list of all such letters to the Auditor of the
Department—2d, "I'o assort the mails for the several offices, being entrusted
with the key to the iron lock for that purpose—3d, ‘T'o attend to the de~




hey
yed,
d by

nay,
{ters
im
tb 36!«
etter
B36,

Né w
thor-
part

ct of

| the
an a
» the
ilure

way

hichs
is tox

©n one of the newspapers in each packet, - '

31

livery and veception of mail bags—d4th. To report all irregularities of
service on the route. : e
254. On the same class of routes, the Postmastler General appoints maik
messengers in certain cases where the post office being an intermediate:
ene on the route, is situated too far from the Steamboat whaxf, or the
Railroad depot for the ordinary carrier to exchange the bags. o
256. On the Ohio tiver below Louisville and on the Mississippi and:
Red river, the passage of the mail is engaged by the trip through. ~ Agents’
assigned to that duty are stationed at Louisville, St. Louis and New Orleans.
The evidence of the arrangement and its term, is reported to the Contract-
Office. _ "T'he mail bill, executed by the Agent and Captain, and the certifi-
cates of the deputy postmasters of the receipt of the mails upon the duplicate:
of the bill upon which, thie Captain obtains payment for the service, 1§ gent
to the Inspection Office as proof of performance. e
256. The mail agent and mail messenger should take the necessary oaths:
of office, and transmit them to the Inspection Office. Lo
. 257. These persons and mail catriers are exempt from militia and jury
ut}r. . e ) o ‘ .
258. Muil catriers, contractors, or stage drivers, cannot lawfully carry
out of the mail any letter, newspaper, or package, sealed or wnsealed, uil .,
less it be delivered to the deputy postmaster at the next officens a Way
?ettcr,-—-ﬂct Of 1825, sects. 20, 210 o ) ' o t L
269. Besides the conveyanee of mails under contract and by appointed
agents and messengers, letters and packets ave transported. by ships,
steamboats and other vessels, at 2 conts 2 lettex or packet, which in the
case of conveyauce ovet the waters of the United States, may by speéial
agreement be raised to B conts a letter, and § cent a' newspaper. -

CHAPTER 38, R 8

- Newspupers, Pamp)a?été; and szgazinés

360, The printers of newspapers should have their ‘papers, Wt
are to be sent by mail, well dried; and made up into packets enclosed in
substantinl wrappers—one end being lelt open, and tied with strong twine,.
if intended for a distant office.~Aect of 1525, sect. 30, - . e
261, The newspapers that are intended for one office should be put in
one packet, if they do not exceed twenty in number: if there be more
than that number, they should be put into packets of nealy that number.,
262, The printers are to write on the ontside of every packet; s
Plain large hand, the name of the office and State, (together with the nape 3
of the county, if' there be two pluces of - the same name in the State,) %ﬁ o
which the papers ate intended. The same direction should lso be put *

SRy i

263, Ifthe foregoing regulationd be not vomplied with iiy the pﬁmm
their newspapers should be returned to thems—aAct of 1625, seet, 30,
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264. Printers often complain of the miscarriage of their papers: deputy
postmasters are held responsible for such failures, unless they show that-the -
faultis with the printers, or the countractors. The deputy postmaster must
procure from the printer an alphabetical list of the packets he sends, and
compare the packets deposited, with it; note the variances, if there be
any, and inform the printer of them. , o : '

'R65. A deputy postmaster will not open, nor suffer to be opened, any
packet of newspapers, which is not addressed to his office, under a penal-
ty of fifty dollars, 'The law imposes a penalty of twenty dollars on any-
person, not authorized to open mails, who shall open any packet of news-
papers, not directed to himself.—Jct of 1825, sect, 30. o

266. Every packet of newspapers that has lost its address, should be
returned to the publisher, with a letter stating the facts, :

267, Newspapers, pamphlets, or magazines,. are not to be carried out
of the mail, unless it be authorized by the Department: and if it be .so au~
thorized, no preference shall be given by the contractor to any one pub-
lisher, over another, in the same place. = = e

268. The law does not mention newspapers'and pamphlets, placed in -
post offices, to be delivered without transmission by mail. Deputy post-
masters are therefore, not bound to receive and deliver them as such.
But it is expected that they will be disposed to accommodate individuals in
this respect, as far as may be convenient. L

269, The wrappers of all newspapers, pamphlets, and magazines, re~
ceived by mail for delivery, should be taken off, Frauds are very often
attempted, by concealing letters or memoranda in these articles. A wrap-
pper forms no part of the paper or pamphlet; neither is postage paid on it,
as such, and it is as'much the duty of deputy postmasters to take the wrap-
pers from transient papers and examine them in reference to frauds on the’
Tévenue as to ascertain whether letters be single or double, or whether the
postage be correctly charged. Nothing can be more unjust than to cen-
sure a deputy postmaster for vigilance in this branch of hjs duty.

270, Ifthe address be written onthe wrapper only,the deputy post--
master will when he takes it off, write it upon the newspaper or pamphlet

CHAPTER 39.

-

;

L Newspapers not to be read in the office.

- 971, Deputy postmasters will not allow newspapers to be-read in thew
offices, by persons to whom they are not addressed ; nor lend them out to

such, in any case, without the permission of the owners.
. | CHAPTER 40. T
';W'Ac‘n’ newspapers and pamphlets are nol faken out of the office, publishers

of the same, to be-informed. " :
v . : ) . ‘ . S ,“tj:, -
272, In every instance in which newspapers, that come to the office,
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are not taken out by the person to whom they are sent, deputy postmasters :
willgive immediate notice of it to the publisher, adding the reasom, ifhown, -

33

why the. papers are not taken out.” If papers-be sént for three monih¥ after
such notice, deputy postmasters may sell them for.the postage, tinless the

publisher shall pay ‘it. Such newspapers should ed’ to .|
the Department, neithér should pamphlets nior magazines, that aré not.tdken - |

out by thé persons to whom they are sent.—.ct of 1825, see. 30,” -

273. 1f magazines or pariphlets published periodically, and sent to the = |
office, be not taken out by the person to whom they are directed, deputy »

postmasters will promptly inform the publisher of the fact, and the reason,

when known.

If the publisher desire them to be returned, it should be

done, and on delivering them to him, he will pay-the,postage both for their

transmission and return by mail, -~ " ST
274, Deputy postmasters should inform the publishers ‘of pamphlets

and magazines that the law requires them to write, or print, on one of the .

outer pages, the number of sheets

hich they contain: if the number be

of 1827, sect. 5.

incorrectly stated, the publication will-be subject to double postage —it '

Account afﬁ’h}mid ne,wsp@pe;s,‘ &c—lzow to be kept. S
275, No accomnt is now required g be,’k“;g?t of the unpai

and pamphlets sent from any post office: it wi

Ibe the duty o

postmaster to._keep.an accoutt of those received by
276. Every deputy postmastér will ‘enter in hig"

ets and mags

. 277. Every deputy postmaster will enter, at the beginning of his ;&iﬁua?{ .

ters, in the account, by name, those newspapers that come’ regulajly ,1?5', }uﬁ -

office, and in the proper column opposite the amount. of ik Tatter’

postage which he has received in -advance.—See sec. 197
278. A separate memorandum may be kept of the.postage o i

papers and ‘pamphlets that come occasionally to the "office;;

the postage on extras and supplements to newspapers;and p

See sec, 196.

279. Enter in the account, also, by ndmé,, the peﬁodical,»pa@

magazines that are regularly
received on them. Tros

received during the' quarfér, angd h

280. The occasional ne; ers; supplements and extras, ‘wil

gether, constitite one, item if it account which may be entered a3 ‘rna@
rious newspapers,” and the whoe amount of pestaiesdh
is to be entered in the proper column, on the Simesdyie.. A

281. In like manner, every dej ity postmaster will” enter as ¢

pamphlets,” all

his office.

pamphlets and rﬁ‘ag‘g‘ziﬁgsgthat have corie occasio: ally

fiot be trawsmitted’ to .

g
4
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CHAPTER 42.

Newspapers and. Pamphlets from For»zgn Countnes.

282, Newspapers and pamphlets from abroad, 2s distinct from pack-
‘agfes, are not mentioned in the law; Masters of vessels are not bound to
dehver them ; yetif they do, deputypostmastersmay, when itis asked, pay
 two cents for them, and upon delivering them, charge, in addition to the

_ two cents, the lowest rate of postage on them respectively.

CHAPTER 43.
The Pmmlege qf ankmg
Fzrsf Cld.ss.

r 283. The law gives 4o certain citizens and officers of government the
right to send and receive letters and paclsets by mail, free of postage, un-

der various restrictions. ,
. 284 Citizens and public' officers of this class are entltled to send a and

" receive all their own letters, packets, ‘ewspapers and pamphlets,,f'ee of
‘ ,postaore.

st. Madison, rehct of James Madason.
‘Mrs. Harrison, relict of Wm. H. Harrison.
“Each individual who .has been Presulent of the. Umted States.
The President of the United States.

_ The Vjce President of the United States.
- The Spealker of the House of Representatives.
. "'The Secretary of State. . a
"The Secretary of the Treasury.
"The Secretary of War
The Secretary of the Navy.

# The Postmasler General.
The Attornsy General.
Members of the Senate of the Umted States.
Memoers of the House of Representatives.
2 flegates in Congress from Territories. R
he Comptroller of the Tleasury o i

. 'FheSecond Comptroller. ' ’
_ The First, Secohd, Third, Fourth and Flfth Audltors of the Treasury.

- The.Auditor of. the Treasury for the Post Office’ Department.
The Treasurer of the United States.
“The Register of the Treasury, - :
The Commissioner of the General Land Office.
" The Commissioner of Pensions, -~

K

Y
¥
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“The First, Second and Third Assistants of the Postmaste; General
The Ad]utant General of the Army. e S
"The Inspectors Genperal. Do Lo
'The Paymaster General. ' FR
The Quartermaster General.

Secretary of the Senate.

Clerk of the House of Representauves.

285. Senators and members of Congress have a. mght
-own letters, &c., not exceeding two ouncesin weight,
«a right to send all public documents printed by order of enther Ho e
Congress, whatever may be their weight. - :

286. This right commenees - srxty days ‘before the membe vitak*es his
rgeat; and contmues until-the meeting of the next Congress:

257. All matier franked by a: member of Congress, weighing: ‘pver ,gwﬂi
-ounces, sbauld be endorsed by the member, ¢ Public Dom;rmentsa”i
‘member’s name must be signed bv himself, and should have annexeg E
+the initials « M., C.” = ¥ ¢ 4

28S. If aletter be mailed before Jthé pnvnlege begms, but be* no&“ﬁi'e-; i
«ceived until after that tlme, the postage should be charved : e

CHAPTER 44.

Second Class.

The Solmxtor of the Treasury. .
The Commissioner of Indian Aﬁ'an's. e e A
The Commissioner of Patents. - , Gt o pm R
The Chief Engineer. S Ry 1
“The Commanding General of the Amxy s
“The Colonel of Ordnance. X ’ B .
"The Surgeon, General, - ‘ - e g IR
“The Head of- the T\ opographxcal Corps.. . DS
‘Chief of the Bureau of Navy Yardsand Docks. - =
‘Chief of the Bureau of Construction and Repairs. = -
‘Chief of the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, - .. -~ 7
‘Chief of the Bureat of Ordnance and- Hydrography. - ...
‘Chief of the Bureau of Medmme and Surgery. v

989, Officérs of ' this cliss are ‘entitled to send and 1
of postage, all letters and packets, not exceeding three pi
which pertain to the business of their respective officrs
290, They have notight to frank their private corrés
ceive private letters, newspipers or pamphlets, free.” A€,

291. As evidence of their public chaiactef, public 18tiers

.thexr names in their ‘own handwmmgr.r ,
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292. Every deputy postmaster will charge with postage all letters to or-
from this “elass, not bearing on their face evidence of their official char=
acter; and the deputy postmaster delivering the same, after it shall be-
opened, if he shall be satisfied that the package was upon the public busi-
ness of the officer, whose frank is upon the same, shall correct the charge:

. of postage as overcharged, and refund the same. ' C

» , CHAPTER 45.
T Third Class.
: " Deputy Postmasters.

293. Every deputy postraster has a right to frank and receive free-
all ‘his letters, public and private, provided they do not exceed half as
ounce in weight. . . )
294, A'deputy postmaster cannot receive a pamphlet or magazine free,

- neither can he send free, by post, a newspaper, pamphlet or magazine,.
unless done up in a packet not exceeding half an ounce in weight. e

- 295. Pamphlets and packages of newspapers or other matter which ex-
ceed in weight one-half ounce, are 1o be charged with postage for the ex:
cess over a half ounce, either as pampbhlets, newspapers, or letter postage,.
as thd case may be.* ; - "

,296. No deputy postmaster shall receive, free of postage, or frank, any
letter or packet composed of, or containing any thing other than paper or-
money ; and for a violation of this provision, the offender shall be dismis-.
sed from office, and upon conviction in any court of competent jurisdic--
tion, pay a fine of twenty dollars.—.dct of July 2, 1836, scc. 36,

297. He cannot frank, nor receive free, letters wriiten by; or addressed
to his wife, or any other member of the family.

298. He cannot frank, nor receive free, letters written by, or addressed
to a firm of which he isa member ; nor is he authorized to frank the let-
ters. of any person whatever containing money or other things; and it is
not proper for him to enter into the business of agencies for others, and
use his frank in the transaction of such business, to the injury of the

" revenue of the Department. ‘ . : ‘
« 299, If a deputy postmaster be bona fide the agent of another, letters
- on the subject of his agency may be franked by him and received free,
but he cannot become an agent for the purpose of exempting the corres-

pondence of another from the charge of postage. No deputy postmaster
or assistant postmaster shall act as agent for lottery offices; or under any-

- color of purchase, or otherwise, vend lotiery tickets ; nor shall any deputy
postmasier receive free of postage, or frank lottery schemes, eirculars or -
tickets.  For a violation of this provision, thesperson offending shaii suffer
a penalty of fifty dollars,—.dct of 1827, sec. 6 : .

* A's this section is embraced under its proper head, deputy postmasters will disres
gard seetion 175, the said section being misplaced. ‘ ' :

e -
Lo
kS
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. '300. Deputy postmasters cannot receive'and circulats, free of charge,
thandbills, circulars or advertisements of any description, relating to *the
‘private business of others. o , S
301. On receiving them, it’is their duty to return them to the person -
"who sends them, under 2 niew envelope, charged with letter postage. If N
<they show them to others, or-circulate them without payment of postage,
they make themselves liable for the postage, and also to be removed from
«office. : : Codn LA Tl
302. When a deputy postmaster abuses his franking privilege; he vio-
lates his oath of office, as well as the law, and will assuredly be removed
from office upon detection, and otherwise punished according to, law.
. , - E T B

CHAPTER 46.
Fourth Class. ,

'803. Governors of States. ‘ L

304. Adjutant Generals of the State militia,. =~ % SETaY

305. The Governors of the several States may transiit, free of postage,.
‘all laws and reports, whether bound orunbound, apd all records and docu-.
ments of their respective States which may be directed by:the Legislature
thereof to be transmitted to the Executives of other States, provided -
they shall not weigh over three pounds each.—See act 30¢% July, 1834.

306. -To entitle such laws, reports, records, and documents, to pass free,
the Governors must, in addition to ‘writing their names thereon with their. -
‘style of ‘office; enorse the kind of book or document inclosed, and direct
the same to the Governor of ‘the State to which it may be ordered to be
sent, ‘ - o e EE
307 The Adjutant General of the militia of each State has aright to |
receive by mail, free of postage, from. any Major General or Brigadier
General thefeof, and to transmit fo said General, any letter-or packet.re-
lating solely to the militia of such State or Territory; provided the same
shall not weigh more than three pounds. . c

308. To entitle such letters or packets to pass free, &
them, having furnished the deputy postmaster witli'a specimen
writing and signature, must endorse on the cutside o  the cove
hand-writing, the nature of the papers inclosed, an thereto sibsen
name and style of office. Neither Governors of States nor'Adjuta
rals of the militia can frank or receive free any private matter
matter whatsoever other than ihat above specified, nor can ‘the ‘Adjut ‘
‘General send or réceive that matter to_or from any other person : thay the ij
"Major General or Brigadier General.—.ct of 1825, sec. 40, -«
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CHAPTER 47.

Fifth Class.

309. The Chief Clerk of the Department of State has the right to frank.
all public and official documents that may be sent from the office of the Se--
cretary of State.

810. This officer has noright to receive any communications free, or to-
send any but those of a public and official character.

CHAPTER 48S.
Siath Class.

311. Every printer of newspapers may send one paper to each and every-
other printer of newspapers within the United States, free of postage,.
under such regulations as the Postmaster General shall provide. This
privilege does not extend to an exchange with papers printed in foreign
countries, '

312. This privilege embraces extras and supplements. The papers so-
sent by one printer to another are free, though none, nor not so many, be-
returned in exchange.—./dct of 1825, scc. 29,

313. But a pamphlet, or a magazine, cannot be reccived by a printer of
a newspaper free of postage. Neither can the publisher of a pamphlet or
magazine receive newspapers or magazines {ree of postage. '

314. Printers of newspapers are permitted to send to each other, free of
postage, open slips containing foreign intelligence, ship news, &e., pro~
vided they be notplaced in the mail in the form of a letter. If they have

- that form, letter postage must be charged.

CHAPTER 49.

General regulations concerning the Franking Privilege.

~ 315. If the name of the individual be known as the handwriting of
a person entitled to frank, the letter may be regarded as free, although the
~style of the office be omitted. ,
316. Deputy postmasters are particularly referred to the provisions of
the 28th section of the act of 1825, and the 36 sec. of the act of 2¢'July,
1836, relating to abuses of the franking privilege. A violation of law in
this respect should be reported to the Departinent, and, when sufficient
evidence can be obtained, a prosecution for the penalty should be insti~
tuted by the deputy postmaster. ‘
- 817. Penalties attach, whenever a person franks a leiter {from another,
unless written on the business of his office, by his order; except- -
that the Secretaries of the State, Treasury, War, and Navy Departments,

» and the Postmaster General, may frank letters and packets, on official
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business, prepared in any public office, in the absence of the principal
thereof.—Act of 1825, scc. 28. IR P
318. If any person shall frank any letter or letters, other than those.
written by himself, or by his order on the business of his office, he shall,
on conviction thereof, pay a fine of ten dollavs.—Act of July 2d, 1836,
319. In prosecuting for the penalties, deputy postmasters will obtain the
aid of the District Attorney of the United States, and for that purpose, re-
port {o him the eircumstances, and the name of the witnesses in each case ;
and they will cause the proceedings to be instituted in the District Court of
the United States ; not only against those who abuse their frank, but also
against those who procure it to be done.—JAct of 1825, sec. 24, o
320. It is because the letter is actually, or by construction of law, from
the person authorized to send it free, that it is exempted from postage.
The frank is merely the cirtificate of the fact that it is so. When,theres
fore, the circumstances connected with the leiter are such as to sliow that
itisnot from such a person, and that the frank on itis in effect, a false
certificate, deputy postmasters will, in such ¢ases, charge the letter with
postage. If, however, after the postage shall have been charged and paid
on such letter, it shall be ascertained by the deputy postmaster. that the |
letter franked was from the person franking it, the postage shall be re<-
funded, and the proper corrections of the bills made. - o ]
321. If any person, having the right to receive his lettersfree of postage,
shall receive, enclosed to him, any leiter or packet addressed to a person
not having that right, it shall be his duty to return the same to the Pogt
34 Office, marking thereon the place from whence it came, that it may be
ree of B charged with postage.—./¢ct of 1828} sec. 28, SR
2 PTo~ 322. If any person shall counterfeit the hand-writing or (rank of any
have person, or cause the same to be done, in order to avoid the payment of
postage, each person so offending shall pay, for every such offerice, five
hundred dollars.—Aect of 1825, sec. 28, , ' b :
323. No deputy postmaster or other privileg«d person can avthorize his
assistant, clerk, or any other person to write his name for the purpose of
franking any letter, public or private. » DR
324, The franking privilege travels with the person possessing it, and - 8
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’ 325. No deputy postmaster or privileged person can leave his feank bex «, 4
s of hind him upon envelopes to cover his correspondence, public of private,
;July, in his absence. . R
W i 326, Il letters or papers be put into a Post Office bearing: the frank of
olent a privileged person who notoriously has not been in that vicinity for seve.”
st ral days ; or if letters or papers marked free, be received at an office dis
rected to a privileged person, but notoriously intended to-be ressived-by—2
her, | some person not privileged, whether acting as the agent of the privileged J
i\:cep; L person, or not, it is the duty of the deputy postmasters to charge them
enis, with postage. MRS

dciet B 327. If any letter to, or rom a privileged person, be put into, o» recelved,, §
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at a Post Office, of greater weight than such person has a right by law
to frank, the deputy postmasters will charge the excess with single letter
postage for every quarter of an ounce ; but deputy postmasters are forbid-
den by law to receive any packet to be sent by mail, weighing more than
three pounds, except Congressional documents.

. 328. If any deputy postmaster detect such packets or bundles, except
Congressional documents duly franked, passing in the mail, he will charge
the letter or packet with the excess, and enter the charge in his proper
account.

_ 329. Deputy postmasters will not send bound books by mail, whether
franked or not, excepting only laws, reports, records or documents of
the several States, franked by the Governors, and public documents printed
and bound by order of either House of Congress, and so endorsed by the
person franking and sending them.

; CHAPTER 50.
Accounts and Refurns of Depuly Postmasters.

Sec. 330, At the end of every quarter, which is on the last day of
. March, June, September and December, every deputy postmaster must
make up his accounts, and forward transcripts of them to the Department.
The originals should be filed by him with his general account, and will,
like it, be held subject to inspection as provided in Chapter 54, secc. 387
- 331. When a depuify postmaster resigns, or is removed from office, he
should bring up his accounts to the time he delivers over the office, and
forward transcripts of them to the Department. And insuch cases, as
well as when a deputy postmaster dies, the succeeding postimaster should
commeénce his accounts with the time when he took charge of the office,
and forward transcripts of them, up to the first termination of a post office
quarter. ' - : .

332. The accounts of all deputy postmasters are examined and adjust-
ed by the Auditor as they are received, and the errors, if there be any, are
carefully corrected. '

333, In all cases deputy postmasters are required to sign theiraccounts,
and insert the name of the office, county, (district, or parish,) and State,
in the headings of them. -

334. When the accounts are signed by an assistant, which should be
done only in case of the unavoidable absence or sickness of the deputy
postmaster, the name of the postmaster, for whom he signs, should be
distinetly - writfen above-his own name, followed by the word ¢ by.”

335. All errors are corrected, on such examination, and such as in-
crease, by as much as fifty cents, the balance due to the United States,
are notified to the deputy postmaster, by the Auditor for the Post Office
Department. :

336. Deputy postmasters, therefore, willunderstand that any alteration
in the balances of their accounts, is occasioned either by the correction
of some numereial error, or by some deviation, on their part, from a striet -
conformity to the law, and these instructions.




41
CHAPTER 51.

¥

Failure to return Quarterly Accounts—penallies:

337. If any deputy postmaster shall neglect to render his accounts-for
one month after the time, in the form and manner prescribed by law)and
by the Postmaster Geeneral’s instructions, he shall forfeit double the value
of postages which shall have arisen at his office.—See sec. 82, Act of 1825. "

338. In case no account shall have béen rendered at the time of trial of §
such case, then such sum as the court and jury shall estimate, equivalent §
thereto, to be recovered by the United States, in an action of debt”on
the bond against the deputy postmaster and his securities. :

CHAPTER 52.

Papers and Accounts to. be returned to the Post Office Deparbthtzent, by
Deputy Postmasters. . - R

339. The Quarterly Return is composed of the following accounts and.
papers, viz: ‘ . . ST e e
340. A transeript of the Yccount of Mails sent from the office for the
quarter. T R A P A
341. The entries in this account ‘must, of eourse, be made every post
day, before the mail is sent from the office, and at all large offiges, it"
shoald be transcribed daily. el L e
342. A transcript of the JAccount of Mauils received at the office for §
the quarter, At all large ‘offices, the entries in this accouut should be &
made daily, and it should be transcribed daily, so as to. prevent any, de~ 3§
lay, which would otherwise be unavoidable in making it out after thg
close of the quarter. Tt e
" 343. A transeript of the Account of Newsnapers and Pamphlets -re-
ceived at the office during the quarter. A R,
344. From the post offices where such accounts should be kept,a
cript of the Account of Ship and Steamboat Letters received in-t
er, and the moneys paid for them. T e g SRR
345. A transcript of the Account of Letters sent by sed Jis . the offices
at sea ports. o \ R R C i
346. Blanks for keeping this account are now:
counts must be regularly kept at every office, W
ship-board. -~ . -7 = T
847, All the post bills veceived from other offices dtiring the g¢
348, Accounts and Receipts for contingent expenses. -
349. The Dead Letters, and a bill or bills of them. -
- 350, From Djstributing offices, a transcript.of the JAccount
received for distribution. - oLy
351. The'Acceunt Current.
_85%. General account. =
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353, ‘;The commission acecount——the emolument account, and the account
of any city dispatch-post and the vouchers belonging to them—must also
accompany the quarterly account of all deputy postmasters whose duty it.
is.to render such accounts, respectively. , .

354. Deputy posimasters are required to put up the guartexly returns.
sfrongly with paper or cloth, so that the whole return shall come to harid
in one package. o . ~

-, 365, The separation of the return is a serious inconvenience;-inas-
much as a quarterly account cannot be examined and adjusted until the-
whole of it is received, ' '

CHAPTER 353.

The Account Current.

'356. The Account Current consisis of 29 articles, viz : ,
357. Every deputy postmaster will make himself debtor for the whole
amount of postage on the unpaid letters which femained on hand at the
close of the preceding quarter. B
808, Every deputy postmaster will make himself debtor for fhé'whole.
. amount of the postage on unpaid letters, as it is stated in the bills {rom’
other offices. This article he will find in the. eolumn of Unpaid Letters: -
in his Account of mails recoived from other offices.— See chapter 11,
3569. Every deputy postmaster will make himself debtor for the amount.
of postage on the way-letters received at his office, for delivery ; this he
will find in the 2d eolumn of his Account of meils received.— See chapler
360, Every deputy postmaster will nextdebit himself with the amount of
letters- undercharged.  This- amount he will find in the 8d eolimn of his
Account of Mails received.— See sec. 96. .

361. Every deputy postmaster will next debit himself with the number
and amount of ship and steamboat leiters received for delivery, This. -
-article he will find in the 1st column of his Account of Ship and Steam-
bout Letters—Chapter 19, u S co e T

362. Every deputy postmaster will next debit himself with the amount

his Account of Muils sent from his office,~See sec. 180. .
- 868, Every deputy postmaster will next credit himself with the amgunt
of postage-on letters which have been overchiarged and missent to his ‘of-
fice and forwarded. 'The amounthe will find in the 4th column of his Aew
count of Muils received, He will find further ohservations on this sub~ -
ject in section 96, : kY T

~ 864, The amount of postage on unpaid Deud Letters is next to be m»

© forwarded with his accounts.—See chapter 34, S e
' 865._The amount of postage of unpaid letters on hand at the cloge of »
the guanier is now to be entered to his eredif, L g

. - ® g
¥ . . . - }

Lt

of Paid Letfers sent. This amount he will find in the 2d colump of - &

~ tered o his eredjt. These letters are o bhe made np into. mails; apd,’, - |
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321?:: _ 3606, This is a temporary credit, given, because the ‘depu}yrg}os’;&m’asterb 3
ity it ] is already charged with the amouny in the second article of his account. }
yuno The whole sum now entered to his-eredit, must be entered to his debit.in |
— the 1st article of his next account, whether-any.of the letters.be taken up,
hard BB or be retrned as dead letters, or otherwise. Coe s
S 1 867. Havingadded fogether the sums of the first six mentioned articles, |
U and placed the amount in the same line opposite, he will then ideduct. |
1 the. these articles from that amount, which  leaves the balance, being ihe

amount of letter postage: collected by him this quarter. ,
368. The balince; which kas been placed on the credit side of
cownt, is now to be entered to his debit, ¢+ o .
369. Every deputy postmaster will next debit himself with the
amount of -postige on the newspapers, magazines and pamphlets,
he has received-from other offices during the quarter, together with
amount received on paid newspapers, magazines and pamphlets, sent
his office, carrying the amount-ont short, .~~~ =~~~ % :

870, This amount he will obtain from his-Account of Newspapers ar
Pamphlels received, s : B
371, Every depuly postmaster will deduct the amount of
dead pamphlets and magazines, and, likewise, the amount of

hole
, the

¥

fh&]&;_ : '.._f:

gﬁi:}; such newspapers’ ag have- continued to° come ‘to the office,

* given the publishers three montlis notice that théy are not taken:
ount. BN This last deduetion is not to.be made without- due-notice fravilig™
she BB given to_the publisher.=—Se¢ chapleri40; sec. 272, Norisit-to
wicr IR il he shall have sold the newspapers for the postage. 1If he

peer . . any part of the postage on the sale, the deduction is'not to

ntof 8 thatpart, N o9

f his BB ~$72, Deputy postmasters will next add the amogunt of postag

el on letters, newspapers, pamphlets and magrzines toget
ober BE ~ the sum-in the line opposite. - e < o
This = K2 878, Every depuly postniaster will next. cast his commissio
g g ~amgunt ‘of postage collected on letters during the quarter.
i . " of commissions are fixed in the 14th section of the Actof
oint BB recited in chapter 59, I )
nof . 1B 874, Lvery depity postmaster will next cast his commis
A | amount of postage colleated on newspapers and pamphlets, at.50

pam-

ount -~ and enter it ig‘this place:  The commission is 10 be cast gn th

ofe remaining after the 7(1'6}]!39(10\!‘8 a8 dirgeted in section 871 are mac

' don - 875, I the ‘gonvmission on letters, hawspapers and pamp

5‘35; - ¢xoeed 500 dollars in one quarter, the deputy postmaster will,fhen ‘s
il “down the number of free letters received by mail, for delivery agt:
e pffice, and carry the amount, at Lwo gents eack, to his. eredit, . *
ol - | -number he will find in the 6th colwiln of his Mecount of.

e ) 876, The d,é;pujgyu postmaster will neXt set down thie n

et an bt Jrelfery which W hag paid for this qu

bt

i‘e of » |

W& each. "[hege stms herwill find in i
Hecount of iS'lz.i;? ahd Steamboat Letlers fe
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- 377. The deputy postmaster will next state the number, and eredit him-
self with the amount paid the mail carrier for way-letters. No form is
prescribed for keeping this account.— See chapter 21. B

378. It now remains for the deputy postmaster to make out his ac-
countof Contingent Expenses, if any. Deputy postmasters arerequired to
preserve and use the wrappers and twine which come into their offices
‘upow letiers and packets received, as far as they can again be safely used.
The other articles which may be charged as contingent expenses, are
sealing wax, adverlising letters, repairs of mail bags. o
- 379. No allowance for furniture will be made to any post office, where
the net proceeds do not amourt to $20 per year. : ‘

380. A strict observance of the rules herein laid- down, in relation
to contingent expenses, is indispensable. All vouchers for expenses
«charged in the quarterly aceount, or in the Commission or Emolument ac-
~count, must be transmitted with the said aceounts. Unreasonable delay
‘not only implies neglect of the public business, but is calculated to bring

§ “suspicion upon the claims withheld; and the Department, therefore, reserves
to itself the right to reject all such claims made after the quarterly ae-
<counts have been adjusted, - .
» 381, Deputy postmasters are prohibited from purchasing supplies for
offices from themselves or from persons associated with them in
ness, if the articles required can elsewhere be had at a fair price.
- 882. Deputy postmasters are in the habit of settling their printer’s
bills only once in two or three years, and then forwarding the advertis-
ing aceount for several quarters at onee. -This must net be done. All
contingent accounts must be forwarded with the returns to which they
belong. .
- 383, Deputy postmasters who are allowed to charge, among the contin-
gent expenses, advertisements of the arrivals and departures of the mails
Willﬁimit such charge to an advertisement of three weeks only—once each
week. : .
| 884. Besides the printer’s account, and receipt. for advertising let- -
ters. on hand, the newspaper containing the advertisement should be -
transmitted. ' S S
885, The-deputy postmasters will now strike the balance of the account, -
which shows how much he is indebted to the Department for postages.
. '386. As this Account Current is intended to show the net proceeds “of
the office.for the quarter, no balance due on a former quarter, nor any
Ppayment to, or collection for, the Department is to be inserted. : s

CHAPTER 54,

General Account. Vs A
B L o

387. Every deputy postmaster will keep in his office a general accounf
with the United States, for the service of the Post. Ofice Department,

e N NEPRIE 27+
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subject to the inspection of the’ Postmaster .General, or of any general
or special Agent of the Department, and a copy of whichis to befurnished
to the Auditor from time to time, when he may so require.” FT
388. In this general account, every deputy postmaster will credit the
United States with the balances due on his quarterly returns as acknow-
ledged, and when notified by the Auditor of any corrections made-on ex-
amination thereof, he will make the corresponding corrections in the gene~
ral account, or enter the proper credit therefor. oL
389. The deputy postmaster will likewise ¢redit all sums collected by, -
ordeposited with him, on account of the Department, and will debit the ae- §
count with all sums paid over for the general service of -the Department,
whether by deposite upon draft or upon collection order. ' A dfafs office
may be réquired to deposite, or to pay on a collection order, or a collec-
tion office to deposite or to pay on a draft. - IR S
390. The duplicate quarterly accounts, the duplicate certificates of dé=
posite, the duplicate collection orders and the drafts paid, and also all%§
structions, are to be filed as vouchers with this account, and be subject
to inspection. : ; Cee e e
391. The deputy postmaster, upon being furnished with a statement of
his general accountas kept by the Auditor, will' immediately conipare: =
it with the amount of his account, and at.once acknewledge; to: the -
Auditor the balance appearing on such statement,.or point out the part
lars wherein the accounts disagree. L T

' CHAPTER 55. _ i
Collection of Debts. - .. -~ R

- 392, The collection of debts due to the Post Office “VIQ)kepai',tlflénjt-",f wh'éih@f :

by deputy postmasters, contractors or other persons, is:

act of July, 1836, to the Auditor of the Treasury forihé-Post Office Dex

partment. , S e T e Ry
393. When such debts, if collected, would over pay

the route, on or near which the debtor resides, or when 't

otherwise more convenient to employ a deputy postmaster.in

he will consider himself as a special agent of the Departmen

pose, and will obey such orders as e may receive from the

spect to-such: collection.. . B ST
394, Ifthe debt is collected, the deputy postmas

thereof to the Auditor, by transmitting his recei ‘

creditthe same in his general account with the Upited Sta

of the Post Office Department. = = ° Lo

395, If the exertions of the deputy postmaster to-eollec
‘ing, he will communicate to the Auditor the causes of the |
the circumstances of the partiessif-alive, or of their estat

& assigned by Wi .

(strators ‘on them, if deceased,
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396. If due diligence be not used in making the collection, or if, being
~wusuceessful, any deputy postmaster fail to return the draft or demand to-
the Auditor, er otherwise to give notice of such failure, or fail to give any in-
formation required in relation to the same, such neglect and want of fide-
lity will-amount to a breach of the condition of his bond, for which the
damages will be recoverable ; and will moreover be considered just ground
of removal from office.

CHAPTER 56.

Paying over money to the use, or for the Service of the Post Office De-
- partment. ~ -

-897. No moneys are to be paid direcily into the Department, neither
are any paid out divectly by it. - The proceeds of postage, therefore, should
~never be remitted by deputy postmasters to the Department, or to any of
its-officers or agents, without.a speeial order from the Postmmaster General.
- 398. For the purpose of paying over the funds of the Department, all
- the Post Offizes, except Special Oftices, are classed, either as De-
posite Offices, Draft Offices, or Collection Offices. These designa-
tigns.are changed from time to time to suit the convenience of the service,
and’ when such changes are necessary, they are notified to the deputy
postmasters, respectively, by a circular letter.
399. Deposit offices are such as are ‘ordered to place, quarierly or
-oftener, their fands in deposite in some Bank or other Depository.
. 400. Draft offices are those which are ordered to retain their funds in
" hand to meet drafts drawn by the Postmaster General, and counter-
signed by the Auditor for the Post Office Department. ‘ g
401.. Collection offices are those which are required to pay over their net -
proceeds Quarterly to the mail contractor named in their special instrue-
ions, upon. tlie production by him, from time to time, of the proper or-
Alers and receipts sent to him by the Depariment. B
-+ +402; Bach deputy postmaster receives special instructions, indicating
%o which class his office belongs, and the particular manner in whieh his
* funds are to be paid over or deposited. : o
-403.. A failare, either to depositaccording to instructious, or to pay adraft’
when presented, orto pay over to a contractor upon the production-of the
roper collection orders and receipts, will be' followed by the removal of -
Ahedelinquent deputy postmaster from his office, uhless satisfactorily ex-
. ‘plained:to the Postmaster General. ’ Ced : o
» - 404, Deputy .postmasters who pay the money of the Departmentts
<conifractors or others, except upon drafis. or orders of the Department, do
ntirely at their.own risk. . : e

Jhe depuly postmaster, upon paying a draft, will take a separate

eeiptifrom.the holder, specifying its date, No. and amount, and will
feport such payments, and transmit such receipts from: time to tiie ds di~ -

wected to the Auditor for the Post Office Department, .

3

) N x
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406, Deputy postmasters at draft offices will,:iu like manner, transmit
:summary reports to the Department of the moneys received, as they
may be directed. S g e

407. Want of funds can never be an excuse for failing to pay; or to de=
posite; deputy postmasters being prohibited  from using, loaning,
any manner investing the money receieved for postage ; or giving ¢
or postage.—.Act 1841, sec. 2. T T T

408. A deputy, postmaster cannot refuse to pay a draft or colleé g
order, because the contractor is indebted to him, nor because there is an
unsettled private account. between them. N ‘ :

409. Every deputy postmaster under orders fo.place his fundsin a-
Bank, or other depository, will take duplicate ,ce-r;i;iﬁga'tes’oﬁeac}?depoﬁite?
signed by the proper officer of the Bank, or other depository,.one of which
should be transmitted to the Postmaster General by. the. first mail there=
after, as the deputy postmaster will not be -entitled to a credit therefor un- -’
til its reception, at the Department. R SR e

410. The deposite is tobe made to the creditof the Treasurer of the United - §
States, for the service of the Post Office Department.: = . ~ .« %

411, The deposite should include the whole amount due,wilether,fg;- |
 postage at the office, or.for collections or deposites made with the dep,u;g
~ postmaster on account of the Departmgnt. 4 P T

412. Deputy postmasters at collection offices must by
at the end of each quarter, and will transmit the confracto
Auditor for the Post Office Department, by:the very first mail " af
ment is made. Such payments must inciude the Whole amount onehand, -
whether arising from the postages of the quarter, of atiy preceding qua
ters, all errors being corrected—or from moneys collecied by, ot deposited
with the deputy postmaster. ‘The receipts must never be put up with
quarterly return, but should be sent. under a separate ‘envelope,*dldze
directly to the Auditor.. T T T S
413. Every deputy postmaster. of a ‘¢ speci
Postmaster General, at the end of each qu
over and above the sums due the | etor for
the mail, in order that the Department may m
such balanece. . Y
414. Deputy postmasters at “special offi
pay their respective contractors, will -not.o
time in transmitting to the Auditor fot the P!
ceipts taken for their quartesly. '
415. All payments té'th
site.in Bank, ‘or other:
postmasters, in receiyin
- ‘partmént, should always bea
over in the ledal cutreney of the B
5 .{No 'dllowance can be made t¢'
money-eeeiyed. for postade; or fox
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Neither can any allowance or remuneration be made for losses by fire,
robbery or theft, nor can compensation be made for -collecting or paying -
over moneys to the Department, not arising from postages at his office.

CHAPTER 57.

Applicetions for Payment and Renewal of lost drafts or warrants.

417. In all cases where application is made for the issue of a duplicate

draft or warrant, upon the allegation that the original is lost, every such

~ application must be addressed to the Auditor for the Post Office Depart-
ment, and must be accompanied by a statement, on oath or affirmation, by
the applicant, or the person who is the legal holder thegeof, showing the
time, place and all the circumstances attending the loss or destruction of
the draft or warrant, with its number, date, and- amount ; in whose favor
it was issued ; when made payable; together with any other particulars
relating to it within the knowledge of the applicant. - '

418. The applicant must also produce a letter or certificate from the
cashier of the bank, or the deputy postmasier, en whom the draft or war-
rant may have been drawn, showing thaf it has not been paid—also that,.
payment of the same Ras been forbidden by the pariies interested.  * ~

“77419. The duplicate, when issued, shall have the same force and effect
as the original. L ; e

CHAPTER 58,

Decedent’s Estates.

420. A person presenting a claim against the Podst Office Department,
“ which was due to a person then deceased, must show his authority to
réceive it, by an authenticated copy of the proceedings of the court,
‘proving the will, or appointing the administrafor, as the case may be, ac-
companied by proof, derived from such record, that he has qualified to dis-

. ‘charge-his duty, as required by the laws of the State, or Territory, in
which he was appointed. c : o

CHAPTER 59.

‘ ,qu?uments of Deputy Postmasters.

421. The’c‘omfni‘ssions, allowances, and emoluments of deputy post
‘masters for their compensation and expenses, are limited by law.—Aet of
- 1825, sec. 14, and the act of 1842, sec. 2. Inno case can the Depart~
ment increase them beyond such limit. They are as follows, viz: -
" 422. A commission of 30 per cent. on not exceeding one hundred dol-
larg of letter postage, collected in one quarter.—See Act of 1825, 3eés 14, «
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423. Depuly postmasters at whose offices thie mail is regularly toar- -
Hive beiween nine o’clock at night, and' fiveio’clock in the morning, aré’ . §
allowed to charge fifty per cent., on not exceeding one hundred dclla‘rsf ]
collected in one quarter, instead of thirty. But this allowance of fifty-
per cent. will not be thade unless the .Account Cutrént be accompanied /§
by a eertificate, signed by the deputy postmaster, in one of the following /- ¥
forms, viz : o o e TR

‘ . Post Office at £ 184 7

424. 1 eertify that my office is situated on route No.  and thaty/ the + &
schétule of said route the mail is to arrive at such office ‘at. z/éléc’k,” 4
and has accordifigly arrived on an average during the quarter ending .~ = §
between tHe hours of 9in the evening and § in the 'morr}ﬁ)g'.‘ o

“

Deputy

Post Oficeat =~ | 184 . -

425. 1 certify that my office is an intermediate office on ?/ite No. and
that the average time of the arrival of the mail for'the qudrter ending. . * J
o has necessarily been between the hours of 9 in the evening

Posta sster.

and 6 in the morning. 4 ;
426. A commission of 25 per cent. on letter postages over one h
dollars, and on a sum not exceeding 300 dollars, g;i(lected in one qir
427, If moreé postages on letters than 400 dollars be collected i
quarter, a commission of 20 -per cent. on-such surplus ; the 20 per c
not, however, to be cast.on a greater sum thin 2,000 dollars:
428. A commission of 8 per cent, on such smount of postage cc
on letters, in one quarter, as exceeds 2400 dollars; .. .
429. 1If the account be for a part only of a quarter, as upon
ment of the deputy posfmaster; or upon his going out of %
commission of 30 or 50 per cent., as the case may be,
ed on such sum, (in.lieu of the-first $100). in the pr
which the period embraced in such account bears to,a
430, Thus, if the amount be for one-half the quarter,’t}
30 per cent. must be cast on the first stim of $50, If for-on,
quarter, on the first sum of $33 33; and so on for any othe
same rule will apply to any ether commission mentioned,
lowest rate, TR G T :
431, Two cents for every” free letter (those add
postmaster excepted ) which he receives'by ‘post, an
commission, otherw 500 d i
432.-All free packets of prin tier, (2
form, are not embracéd by the precéding seption. . -
433. A commigsion of 50 per cent. on the péstages collg
magazines did pamphlets. DRI
i

13
-
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434, Tlie commissions on newspaper postage belorigs to the depity
postmiaster who collects it, though he may immediately go out of office,
and the papers be delivered by his successor. ’

435. Deputy postmasters who regularly receive and déspatch foreign
mails, will be allowed a commission of five per cent. on the postages of
letters,-&e.; received from the British Provinces and distributed in the
United States, and a commission of two and a half per cent. on letters sent
into those Provinces from the United States. :

436. For every letter lodged in the office merely for delivery, and not
conveyed, or to be conveyed by post, one cent is to be paid by the person
who receives the letter. , : ' i
" 437, One cent for every letter.received to be conveyedsby any private
ship or vessel beyond sea; This is allowed only to deputy postmasters at
seaports.—JAct of 1825, sec. 34.

438, One cent for every letter received from any ship or vessel, and .
mailed. provided all his commissions, including this allowance, do not ex-
ceed two hundred dollars per year—Jct of 1827, sec. 2. ,
_ 439. Ten cents fer every monthly return of a Register of the Arrivals and
Departures of the mail, made under the orders of the Department. For
weekly registers so reridered, the same compensation will be m"ade-’-thaa
i§ to say, ten cents per month, for each route. o '

440. Every deputy postinaster whose commissiods arid allowances to-

- géther, as charged in any quarterly @ccount, exceed $500 in amount, will

~ render with such quarterly account, an acconnt—to, be called the Commis-

sion Aecount—stating on one side, the amourit of said commissions and al-

lowaneés ; and on thie other, his own compensation for the gquarter, s limit-

edby law, and the incidental expenises of his offige necessarily and actually

inéwrred for said quarter. 'The charges for incidental expenses must be

aecompanied by the proper vouchers and receipts, and must ‘speeify dis-

titietly the several objects thereof—as rent, fuel, candles, siztionery, &oc.,

~ 4nd the niames, ages, rite of compensatior and time pa’id,fnr,p‘f each and
évery person employed as assistant or elerk. If the amount of the said
‘evmimissions and allowances fall short of the amount of the said compen-
‘sation and expenses, the deputy postmaster has rio claim .on the United

" States for the deficiericy. If the amount exceed such compenisation and

- expensds; the deputy postmaster will add. the excess to the balance, to be
acknowledged by him as due the United States on his quarterly return
for'the same quarter.—J/ct of 1825, sec. 41. : o
_ 441, The deputy postmasters of New-York, Boston, Philadelphia,
Biltiniore, New Otléans, and every: other city of the Union, will, éevlél*éi:!y. :
%t thie énd of each quarter, with his quarterly acéount, rénder an account ua-
der oath,to be called the Emolument Accousnt, of ai’l?,‘dther‘préﬁtsﬁr‘éﬂiﬁ‘@l?‘ :
mHents by him receivéd during said ‘quarter, stating on one side of dsid -
acgount the. full amount of profits or emoluments, with the énge?aflj gmﬁd[ ‘
from whicli they are derived, whether from box rent, bram,h officés or -
otherwise ; and ‘on the other side, the éxpenses in telation’ to thie “saille
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uty necessarily and actually incurred, ‘accompanied by the proper vouchers.
fice, And afier deducting said necessary expenses, the deputy postmaster wilk—"38
. add anybalange remaining on said account, .overaad=shove the rate of'
eign #3000 per andm, to the balance, by him acknowledged as due to. the 3
s of United States, 8h the quarterly return for the Bamie quarter.—/ct of May ~ §
the 18, 1842. | - R oL T8
sent - . “ s
. - CHAPTER - 60.
not » ' . ;
raon Aitention tothe manner of carrying-the Mails. . =
vate -44%2. Every deputy postmaster will consider himself the Sentinel of 9}‘9 )
s at Déepartment, in regard to its affairs in his immediate viciniy ; and he.will
) carefully observe, and- promptly report to it, everything tending to effect |
and -it8 interests, or-injure.its reputation. e
ex- . 443. It is especially expected that he will keep a vigilant éyé upon the
~ manner in which:the mails are carried to and:fromi his office. "Hig' is
and amongst the.most important of his duties. - el
For ‘ .. 444. Every deputy-postmaster will report every insti}ﬂcé‘ln"wlil@ﬁ}he
-tha& B _'mail is brought to his office by a person not qualified. .
B " 445. If.a mail-carrier, having the nsail in- charge, become intoxicated, |
 to- 4 he will instantly dismiss him, employ another at the expense of the con- §
““i}.u tractor, and report the facts'to the Department. . Cod o
nis- 446. Report prompily all irregularities of mail. carriers, in charge of §
d"}‘" ‘the mail, and the causes, when known., = = . . R
mit- 447 If the mail arrive withont a lock, ascertain where the fault, is,.apd |
ally report it to the Department. e B
t be ‘448. If the niail be carried on horse:back, he will see -that'it;be;éﬁg&éréd B
dis- with-an oil-cloth or.bear-skin : Ifin a stage, that it be,carried jn ,8,;%3& re %
fce., dry boot under the driver's feet, or in the box which constity tes, the ¢ e 4
mgd wer's seat : Ifing sulky or other vehicle, he.willsee that it, be. wgll pro- ¥
9‘%}& -tegted from the weather. o o o ieeaeamn s ¢
pen- - 449, ‘When' the newspaper mail, on a stage route, is:large; and.ak 7
ited “ffofii the letter mail, it may be carried in the boot.behind. the stages, 3
and “Hvust 1ibt Be exposed-to the weather. SO PR
o be 450, Reportall instances in which the mmails are Carﬂéé.’ﬁ,;tﬁéﬁg iip
tarn. .- #kviitities from ‘the wéather, as above direcied. Lt MO
451. Contraciors are. required, in. all-cases, to carrj,!ﬂigﬁhtrg mail.
his, “Dejiuty-postmasters ‘will- never pegmit them to leave any partofit, = - §
ally, 4520 ‘Néither.ure'contractors permitted to:leave bags of newspapeisiand |3
- ‘piniphlets at- awy places on their Toutes. Report éyery- L*,:;a!g"g’fl% his
oli- that'tindy occur. ’ ok i

-453. ‘When:the mail stops. over-aight, where thers is 3 poit.. _
wust be kept in the office. - o o i e

o
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CHAPTER 61. ~

: &
Registers of the Arrivals and Departures of Mails, to be kept by
Depuiy Postmasters. ) -

454. Deputy postmasters at the ends of every mail route, and such
other offices as the Postmaster General may direct, are required to keep
Tegisters of the arrivals and departures of all mails which are opened at their
offices respectively ; setling forth the exact titne of each arrival and each
departure, and the manner of the conveyance, when it varies from the
contract, and giving the reasons, when known, for every delinquency or
failure to arrivee at the time prescribed in the schedules.

455. The deputy postmasters at the ends of routes where the mail is
received less than six times a week, are required to return their registers
monthly ; but where they are received six times a week, or daily, their
regisiers must be punctually returned weekly—Dbut this regulation will
not exempt deputy postmasters from the duty of making special reports o
failures at the time they occur, on important routes.

CHAPTER 62. 3

Failures of Muoils.

456. Failures of mails to arrive at the ends of routes and other points
‘within centract time, cannot but be known in all cdses to contractors or
their agents. .

457. No notice, therefore, is necessary to be given to contractors of
failures to arrive at any post office in contract time, asreported by deputy

- postmasters to the Department. :

458. Should 2 mail at any time fail to arrive at the gnd of a route, or
~at any intermediate post office, where the time of arrival is fixed, Within
the time specified in the contract or schedule, it will be expected of every
cohtractor immediately, by himself or agent, to send his excuse to the
“Inspection Office, setting forth, particularly, the cause of the failure ; and
if, after waiting a reasonable time, no specific and satisfactory excuse be
xeceived, the Third Assistant Postmaster General is directed to present
"the case thus reported to the. Postmaster General for fine. ) Sy

459. A specific excuse is required for each specific delinquency of any’
-eontractor ; so that general allegations will not be admitted. 1f bad roads be-
alledged, a specific report must be made of what pertion of the ljo;adi;wgﬂ

80 bad as to obstruct the mails, and what was its peculiar eondltlon; if
“high waters, it must be shown what water-courses were impassable ; and
80 of all other exeuses. ' ’

»
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CHAPTER 63.

Forfeitures and Fines.

460. Inall cases, there is to bea forfeiture of the pay of the trip whem
the trip is not ran ; a forfeiture of at least one-fourth part of ii, when the
running or arrival i§ so far behind time as to lose the connection with a de-
pending mail ; and a forfeiture of a due proportion of it, when a grade of
service is rendered inferior to that in the contract. These forfeitures may
increase into penalties of higher amount, according to the nature or fre-
quency of the failure and the importance of the mail. - ’

461. Fines will be imposed, unless the delinquency be satis{actorily
explained in due- time, for failing to take or deliver at a post office the
mail, or any part of it; for suffering it to be wet, injured, lost, or destroy-
ed; for conveying it in a place or manner that exposes it to depredation,
loss, or injury ; for refusing, after demand, to carry 4 mail by any coach,
railroad car, or steamboat, which the contractor regulatly runs on the
route, beyond the specified iumber of trips in the contrdct ; and for not ar-
riving at thé time set. ‘ ’ ST

CHAPTER 64.

Penalties. .

462. A member of Congress becoming interested in any contract for
transporting the mail is guilty of a high misdemeanor, and liable to a fine
of $3000, and every such contract shall be null and void.—Aect of 1808, °
sec. 1, page 1. -

- 463. A public officer making any such contract on behalf of the United
States, subject to the same fine.—Jbid. . . '

464. If any.pegson employed in the Post Office. Department, or deputy 7}
Ppostmaster, shall become interested in a mail contract, or act as agent, with - 1
or without compensation, in any matter or thing appertaining to the busi-
ness in said Department, for any contractor or person offering to becomnie
such, he shall be liable to, pay so much money as would have been re-

]

alized from said contract.—.dct of 1836, sec. 26.

465. This restriction applies fo all assistants and clerks of post”éﬂices,v

whether special or public, and to all interestin or agency for the mails,
Whether carried on a public or a special route, or from a steamboat: of rail.
voad route to any office, under contract, order of the Department, or other-
wise. o :

466. Mail carriers who shall. collect, receive, or carry any letter or
packet out of the mail, or shall cause or procure the same to be done,
every such offender shall forfeit and pay, for every such offence, a sum
not exceeding fifty dollars, : , U

467. Masters of steamboats, failing to deliver to the deputy postmaster

L
.
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of the pott, if' there he sueh, Within thiee howrs after the avrival, all Jet-
tera and packeta in hin oharge Jntended for gl place, a fine of $30.for
each aflences—New th aef of 1825, page 6, ‘ ¥
468, Persons employed on hoard of aleamboais, Qiling to deliver all lot
terd and packets entrusted o suel persons @ the master or manager of
gueh steamboat for every failuve, a fne OL®10 for each letter or pavket,
==See, 6, wot of' 1895, pige 0,
480, Retarding or ebatiueting the Pasgage of the mail, a fine of #1090,
S0, Dy et of 1898, puge 1. '
470, Nogleot of ferryinan 1o eonvey the mail aoross a forry, 410 fos
every ten winutes delayel==thid,
4¥1, I0any deputy posimasier shall wnlawlilly detain in bis offiee any
letior or package, paiphiet oy uewspaper, with the intent w prevent the
areivel and delivery ol the sawe to the persang ty whom sheh papers may
he addvessed, he ahatl, o vonvietion thereuf; be fined a sum not exoeeed ing
ftve hundred dollare, and imprizaned for a time pat exveeding six months,
472, If any ofleer conneoted with the Post Oftice Depaviment, eharged
with the salo-keeping, vanslor ap dishursement of publio Moneys, shall
eonver to hiv owh wae, hy way of invesiment in any kind of property ax
merehandise, or shall loan, with or witheut interest, any portion of gk
publie woneys & entrusted to him, every sueh aet al

wll he deemed and
adiudged to be an embosgloment of &0 mueh of said moneys as shall he.

thus taken, sonverted, wsed, or Joaned, and subjects him o the peunalty

Imposed by the aef af 1841, wer, 34,

47 Negleot op vefliaal of any offteer vonnested with the Post Offtes
Department to pay aver, on demand, any publie money so entmsted, shall
be prime fiefe evidence of anel vanversion 1o his own nse of s mueh.
of the publie moneya ax may be in his handee-dop of 1841, aee, 9,

474, One=half'the penaltion veoavered in proseeuition for vielationa of
the post atoe laws, shall he for the nae of the person oy poreans informs
ing or prosesuting, and the ather hall' will he palll over to the Departs
ment: Wheve a deputy postimaster proseentes, he will give infownation
of the faet to the Department, and hald aneshalf of' the penally ealleeted:
ghjeot 0 s oileresFof of 1190, see, 98, )

40 1 the passage of' the mail on By postronte in the vieinity of a
deputy pestmaster he ilegally abatrusted, he will at opoe report the faete:
10 the Department, and Fﬁmemna the perann who caused the nhstraetion

for the penalty praviden by law,e=gnf 1Heh, sep, 0,
CIHAPTRR 65,

Fialations und Evasions of Fanas, P

470, Ttis a violation of law inolose ov eonveal a Teiter} ar nilier
hinga, or any memorandum in writing, in any newspaper, pamphlet, v
magagine, or in any package theveol, or to make any writhig op memor
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. {ree of postage, Thie 18 an abuse which muet be corveoted, In ex

1]

randum thereon, or on the wrappers inelosing them, except. the diregs
tion, and deliver the same into any Post Ofilce, or to any person for thal
WP oge, : Co
: ci"f’?‘ I all sueh oases, the newspaper, pamphlet, ex magazine should be
charged with lettor postage 1 and if the persan 15 whem the faper er pame
phlet is addressed rolnses to pay letter postage tiereon, the deputy posts =
naster will immediately inelose the paper or pamphlet 1o the de uty posie |
master from whase ofliee it came, and vequest him to proseeute the persen
who placed it in Wis offloe for the penalty of five dollars, preseribed by
v ==See wer. 80, aet of 1898, e
478 In owder that frands of this kind may be veadily traced and detects
oily deputy postmasters will be eaveful (o pest-mark ov stamp every trans
Efenk vapm magagine, or pamphlet sent from the offiee with the name of
the ofliee and Biate, and the amonnt of P(lét&%

L7 10the packet he addvessed to the oiflog, and contaln papers for  §
gevoral persong, only the newspaper in which the letter or memorandum - §
ia encloged, and its eontents, should be eharged with lelter pestage, = -

480, Ttis the pracliee of many to addvess their hand bills 1o deputy - §
postmasters, by which means they glve them an extensive siroulation,

Istanoe wheve depuly posimasters receive a ommunieation, addressed ;% 1
lim a8 deputy postmaster, whieh iz of a private eharaetev, and designed 7R
k0 promate private interests, with an evident intention of giving oleeulds ;
U 1o ity withowt paying postage, the deputy postmasier.will 1etrn the  §
kame 10 the person who sent it, under a new envelape, with the charge.of §
Jetter postage endorsed, e S
481, In overy case in which a letter ov paclipge is sarvled out ef the
mally i violation of the aeta of Congress, that somes to his Knewledge, the §
deputy postmasier will proseeute the persons offending for the penalty
provided hy law, and repoxt the faets 19 the Depariment, slating the name
of the earvier and his employer, . : P
48, A the law prolibits a private post or express, on or purallél to 8
wail line, those who ald and assist or employ sueh to carcy lelerm,.on
packagen, whioh by law have a sight te be sent by the mall, are guilty of
a Violatlon of the law of Congress of 1894, and subjeet to be prosgeuted
for the penalty ynder the W4ili seetlon of said aet, ) R
483, [t is & violation of law for mall earviers, stag drivers, or pontrass
lors 1o earvy out of the mail any letler o¢ paoket, sealed or unaeale y Unless
1t be delivered to (e deputy postmaster a the next offies s b way letler, @
et of 1095, seetlons 80 and 91 ,=g00 chapter 81, . . 8B
484, Tpan the arrival of every steamboat or other verael n&vigaating,,khﬁ
watera of the United Btales ai any {mn where thers Is & poat offiee, itis #
the duty of the eaptain, o nther dflier having chavrge of the same, t0,d
liver t.he post offiea at sueh place, o to the person anihorised by she
Department s loeal agent, all letters and packets whieh he may T
exeent auch aa relate tn the ourgo of sueh vessely (under p@nal;lyg
dollars)) And all pevions ewmployed en sush boat ave vequire
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penalty of ten dollars, to deliver to the master or manager of such boat
all Jetters or packets before their arrival at such port. The leters, &e.,
are to be delivered within thvee hours after the arrival of the boat, if in
the day time. If she arrives in the night, within two hours after the next
- sun rise,—JAct of 1825, sec. 6. ‘

485. The law forbids the setting up of any foot or horse post for the
conveyance of letters by a stage or other vechicle on a post road or a road
paraliel thereto. ‘

486. It also forbids the running of a regular private express for the
transportation of letters or packets.

CHAPTER 66.

-t Blanks for fccounts, Post Bills, §c.

487. Deputy postmasters in the States of Maine, New Hampshire and
Vermont will apply to the deputy postmaster of Concord, N, H., for such
blanks as are necessary for the use of their offices,

488. Deputy postmasters in the States of Massachusetts, Connecticut,,
and Rhode Island will apply to the deputy postmaster at Concord, N ew®
Hampshire, or Boston, Massachusetts, for such blanks as are necesssary
for the use of their offlces.

489. Deputy postmasters in the State of New York will apply to the
deputy postmaster of New York, or Rochester, N, Y., for such bianks as
are necessary for the use of their offices.

490. Deputy Postmastersin the State of New Jersey will apply to the
deputy postmaster of Nety York city for such blanks as are necessary
for the use of their offices, : : :

491, Deputy Postmasters in the States of Pennsylvania and Delaware
will apply to the deputy postmaster of Philadelphia for such blanks ag
are necessary for the use of their offices. ‘ ,

492, Deputy postmasters in the States of Maryland and Virginia will
apply.to'the Post QOffice Department at Washington “for such blanks as
are necessary for the use of their offices,

493, Deputy postmasters in the States of North Carolina, South Caro-
lina, Georgia, Alabama, and Florida Teritory will apply to the deputy
postmaster of Augusta, Ga., or Raleigh, N, C., (as may be convenient,)
for such blanks as are necessary for the use of their offices R

494. Deputy postmasters in the States of Kentucky, T'ennesee, Missig-
sippiy Louisiana, Arkansas and Missouri will apply to the deputy postmas-
ters of Louisville, Kentucky, Nashville, Tennesaee, or Vickshurg, Missis-
sippi, as may be most convenient, for such blanks as are necessary for the
uge of their offices, . .

- 495, Deputy postmasters in the States of Indiana, Tilinois, and the Territo-
ries of Towa and Wiscansin, will apply to the deputy postmaster at Spring-
field, lllinois, for such blanks as are necessary for the use of their offices.
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496. Deputy postmasters in the States of Ohio and Michigan will apply
to the depuly postmaster of Columbus, Ohio, for such blaiiks as-are neces~
sary for the use of their offices. (Or suchas find it miore convenient, may,
during the lake navigation season, apply to Rocheiter, N. Y,) '

497. When the postagps collected at an office amount to $100 per quar~
ter, the name of the deputy postmaster will be printed on the: post bills, o

498. Stamps are only 1o he procured upon application to the Afipointment |
Office. They are furnished to offices that collect in postages. $100 per
q‘lﬁrtﬁrq )

CHAPTER 67.
Muil Locks and Keys, .

499, Locks and keys are furnished, when wanted, upon application to
the Inspection Office. These applicatit;%ﬂ, and all other official statements
addressed (o the Inspection Office, shobld be signed by the deputy poat~
master only, except in case of sickness or unavoidable absence, when
they may be signed by an assistant. , SRR

500, Deputy postmasters at the prineipal offices-are supplied with seve-
ral locks, in order that they may be used when exira portmanteaus are |
forwarded. 1In such caves, they should see that the locks are returned;, |
and report any deputly postmaster who' shall unnecessarily. detain them.

501, The mail key should be kept with great care. It should never B

be carried out of the office, but be secured therein, under lock, and At
cessible only to the deputy postmasterand his assistant: It will be deemed
highly reprehensible in any deputy postmaster to lose the mail key,

502, Applications for mail keys should be madedirectly to the Inspection

Office, and should state the reason why anew key is wanted, If one be ™ |

lost or broken, its place may be supplied by borrowing from an adjacent
office, until another is furnished by the Inspection Office, when the bor-
rowed key must be returned, T
503. In cose akey is loat or broken, the chain of the portmanteau ought -
not to be out, but the fact should be notified to the next deputy postmaster,
who should be requested to take out the packets addressed to his office,
and gend them out of the mail, uniil 3 new key be abtained. B
504, Every deputy postmaster, in cases where the mail arrives at his

office without a lock upon the bag, should prozure a common pad-lack, *
and lock wp the mail therewith, the key of which to be sealed up, and de~ 4

livered to thg carrier, and addressed to the next deputy postmaster on the
route. : : : T

£

. CHAPTER 68.
Portmanteaus, Mail Pouches, and Mail Bags,

605, All communications relating to }pgrtmmgaﬂs,mai! pauﬁhg&‘ﬂi’daﬂf f
mail bags to be nddressed to the Third Assistant Postmaster Genersl, oF =
to the Inspection Offies, Post Office Dopartment, ’
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. .

506. When a.deputy postmaster at the end of a route discovers a mail
bag to be out of: order, he will immediately have it repaired, and charge
the amount in his account of contingent expenses, and send areceipt there-
for. But if it be so unsound as that_the mail will not be secure in it-un-
til it gets to the end of the route, the deputy pogtmaster who first disco~
vers it will have it repaired, even though it should detain the mail. ‘

507. Mails of letters and newspapers, before being put into the mail
portmanteau, are to be placed in separate linen bags, where such bags are
used; and whenever these bags are worn out, op-lost, the deputy.post-
masters at the ends of routes will apply to thé Tnspection Office for such
bags as may be necessary for the transportation of the mail.

508. All mail bags not in use should be- immediately returned to
the office from which they were sent. Deputy postmasters who send
extra bags should see that they are returned; this they can do by writing
to the deputy postmasters who retain them. If they be not returned, the
facts should be reported to the Ingpection Office. R

509. A sufficient number of mail bags should be retained at_:d‘.l‘s‘tnbutmg
offices, and at offices where the packages of a large mail are divided and
destined for several routes, to send all the packages. ‘

510. When a new mail bag is wanted, application must be made to thes
Inspection Office, describing the size and the number of the route -on
which itis to be used. No allowance will be made to deputy postmasters
or contractors for mail bags procured by them, without special instruc-
tions from the Department, ' )

. 511. Deputy postmasters whose offices are mail bag depots, may fuy-
nish mail bags in cases of emergency, and make a report to the Depart-
ment, stating the kind of bag and the number of the route upon which it
is placed. The established depots from which quarterly returns must.be
made to the Inspection Office of the number and description of surplus
mail bags and mail locks, are as follows ;

__512. Portland and Bangor, Maine; Portsmouth and Concord, New
Hampshire ; Montpelier and Bennington, Vermont; Boston, Massachu-
setts ;. Providence, Rhode Island ; Hartford, Connecticut ; New-York city,
Albany and Rochester, New-York ; Trenton, New Jersey ; Philadelphia,
Harrisburg and Pittsburg, Pennsylvania; Baltimore, Maryland ; Wash-
ington, District of Columbia; Richmond and Abingdon, Virginia ; Raleigh
and :Ashville, North Carolina ; Charleston and Columbia, South Carolina;
Mobile, Tuscaloosa and Huntsville, Alabama; St. Louis and Jeflerson
City, Missouri ; Columbus, Cincinnati and Cleveland, Ohio; Detroit,
Michigan ; Indianapolis, Indiana; Springfield, Galena and Chicago, Jllinois;
Little Rock, Arkansas; New Orleans, Louisiana; Nashville, Memphis
and Knoxville, Tennessee; Louisville and Maysville, Kentucky; Ta-
lahassee, Florida; lowa City, Iowa; Madison, Wisconsin.
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charge CHAPTER 69. |
;iti},:ﬁ:q: Post Offices for the dispatch and receipt of Foreign Mails bordering-
disco. @ on the British Proviiices.

- ) 513. By arrangements made with the proper authorities in the British: .
e mail = Provinces, mail communications have been established at several points
g8 are along the frontiers of the United States. They are as follows: ‘ o
. oSt : 514. Houlton, Robbinstown and Moose River, Maine ; Derby Line,.
r such Highgate and Burlington, Vermont; White Hall, Plattsbmgh, Rouse’s
Point, Fort Covington, Ogdensburg, Morristown, Cape Vincent, Oswego,
ed to ' Rochester and Lewistown, New-York; Detroit, Michigan ; also, New

> send York City and Albany, by special arrangement, with Toronto, Kingston
vsmﬁg‘ , and Montreal.
d, the '

VL CHAPTER 70.'
buting :
ed and + Frontier Post Offices Bordering on Texas. .

to thes 515. New Orleans and Greenwood, Louisiana.
ite.-on

s B CHAPTER 71.

1siruc- 516. Letters received from the British Provinces and from Texas for |

offices in the United States, are to be rated at the first post office in the

y fur- :E’ United States at which they are received, with the proper postage fromi:
F)Qpﬁrf; the United States.line to the office addressed. : :
iich 3

517. Letters placed in any office in-the United States, addressed to oﬁ- 4

ust.be ees in New Brynswick and Canada, are to be rated with the proper postage |
orplus to the United States line. 'The postage is not required to be paid in ad-
o vance, as it will be collected and accounted for by the deputy postmaster !
New of St. Andrews for New Brunswick, and by the Deputy Postmaster

General of Canada.

518. Deputy postmasters bordering on the Canadian frontier will §
keep an exact account of the postage on all letters, newspapers,. |

:achus-
 city,

%Ir’h'ﬁ’ pamphlets, &c., passing into those Provinces, and keep an account of the |
_135 1: postage on all letters, &ec., recéived from those Provinces separate and
21?;;%\'; distinct from the accounts of other mails received at, and sent from, their |
2 i

h!

réspective offices.

erson 519. Deputy postmasters will be allowed a compensation of five per j

g,tro.gt: cent. on the postages of letters, &ec., received from the British Provinces |
"";:?’_ - and distributed in the United States, and a commijssion of two and a half’ §
n% f per cent, on letters, &c., sent into those Provinces and Texas from the: 4

United States. ;

520. The postage due to the United States on letters and packets sent j
to Texas, and all other foreign Governments, except the British Canadian
Provinces, mustbe pre-paid, otherwise.they will not be sent by the mail }
from the post office receiving the same, ‘

-
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POST OFFICE LAWS.

A

Abatement of Po’.étage.

- ~ Section. Page.
:AbatingandrefundingPos‘tage................................;... 13.... 9

Accessaries.

b 1f any person shall be accessary, after the fact, to any robbery of the car-
g rier of the Mail of the United States, o other person entrusted there-
1 with, of such mail, or of part thereof,, any person so offending shall
pay a fine not exceeding. $2,000, and be imprisoned and confined to ; Ly
hard labor for any time not exceeding ten years.....evvvuns..n... 45 . e 28 4
E Accessaries may be tried without trial of the principal, provided such L '
: principal has fled from justice................ veee 28
B All persons who shall in any way be- accessary to any of the crimes for- -
. bidden by the Act-of 1825, reducing into one the several Acfs es-
tablishing and regulating the Post Office Department, to be subject to
penalties therein prescribed....,... ‘

Wi

- .2 15 3
-io.u.o.ot.-o-ouncon-n.-ooo ) LE RN 3

E » Accounts, Regulation and settlement of.

3 . !

i The accounts of the Post Office Department, how to be kept..i.,..... 125, . 32’-""

§ Accounts to be certified under seal, to be admitted in evidencein all suits ~* = §

| brought by the United States against Deputy Postmasters or Con- :

-3 raCtOTS. s e e e 15 cer. 88
¢ Accounts of Deputy Postmasters to be rendered quarterly........o.o0ey 31.,... 19

Adjutant General of the Army of the United States.

Entitled to the Franking privilege under cerfain restrictions.. ......... 4 veee 25 ,
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Adjutant General of the State Militia.

Section. Page.

Entitled to'the Franking privilege under certain restrictions..........

Advertising Letters.

Deputy Postmasters to publish, every three months or oftener when
directed, in one of the newspapers mnearest to the place of their
residence, a list of all the letters remarning in their respective offices

Advertisements of letters may be made in more than one paper.

"The whole cost of said advertisements not to exceed four cents for each

Jet Or « e vesvcecsnnsavresasonsssesasssossatossossasosscsssonssn

Advertising for Contracts.

Notice to be given inone or more newspapers, where the contract i3 to be
performed, for at least twelve weeks before entering into . any con-

tract for carrying themail..coovevevanieniaainene censeresnnain
Advertisements for contracts and regulations respecting them..........

'ﬂdveriising for Stationery and Job Printing.

Advertising for Stationery and Job Printing, &e. &l evenannnes ceens

Allowance, Extra.

Officers, whose salaries are fixed by law, not to receive any extra allow-

ance or compensation.....
No additional allowance to be made by the Postmaster General, to the
contractor or carrierof-any mail, beyond the amount stipulated in the

contract unless additional -services are required......
Allowance to Clerks, Extra.

No allowance or compensation shall be made to any clerk, or other
officer, for exX{ra SEIVIiCeS.sveesecraronsesterrasiarararsanarnane

Allowance to Contractors.

No payment to be made for any additional service in the transportation of
the mail, unless the same shall have been rendered in obedience to a
prior legal order of the Post Master Geperal...... Crereresaneiene

Annual Reports.

Post Master General, annually, to lay before Congress a statement of all
Contracts which have been made, during the year preceding the

Report-l'tll’.ottltotlll"ol.nll'lll‘t'llt..‘tll"'. [N R YN NN

40

26
35

vese 21

veee 15

cees 42

35 ... 42

)

coes BZ




POST OFFICE LAWS.

v Section. Page.
Beports to be made to Congress by the Post Master General,......... 22 .,.. 36

Appropriations.’

Appropriations made from revenues of t_he Post Office Department...i.. 3

“Te be paid by the Treasurer...suecvesencevessnesornnesassserinnas 4

‘Manner in which estimates for appropuatmns are to be commumcated to
Congress covscversacass P N T T IR R R

Assistant Postmasters General.

‘First and Second authorized to be éppointgd. ceaens
"“Third authorized to be appointed. ... ceeveeeiviacannenses
Authorized to frank and toreceive letters and packets free of postage....

Assistant Postmaster General. (First. )

An the absence, &¢., of the Postmaster General all his duties,&¢., to devolve
for the time being, on the First Assistant Postmaster General...... .
.Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packets by post, free of

postage.. N P R T TTERER
Attorney General of the United States.
Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packets free of postage...

Attorneys of the United States.

An prosecutions of suits for moneys due on account of the Post Office De-
pdrtment the diréctions given them by the Auditor of the Post Of-.
fice Department must be obeyed..coveevarisesesieccins vsenes

_After the end of every term of any court, in which any suits may be pend-
ing, the District Attorneys shall forward to the Auditor a statement
of all the judgments and orders which have been made, or, t’xken
sduring the term T PP RPRTIIN |

Auditor of the Post Oﬁce Department

AAuditor appointed. .. ieeieniiiiarasrisdiiieniressaeiierenriresd 8
His dities and powers. .... 55 {1
“To superintend the collection of debts, penalties and forfeitures... .... 14
"To cause suits to be instituted against delinquent Deputy Postmasters 4
ANA OtHTS «evernesyaiansivnessepssnsessenssnensensoaraossacs 18 aee 38
~Auditor to adjust balances due from Deputy Postmasters.......c.c.coeen 15 eus
«May direct snits in chancery to set aside fraudulent conveyences, &e. &c., )
and attach debts due to the defendant.....eeseseesecrarasncasss 18 00w 35§
&He is required to report to the Postmater General a statemeat of all bal- B
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Section. Page.

ances on debts due to the Post Office Department, by late Deputy

Postmasters.....covvoviiiiiiieniiie, cereneas ceteeenann
He may administer oaths and affirmations in relation to the examination
and settlement of the accounts comnitted to his charge............

He may designate any mayor of a city, any justice of the peace, or any
- judge of any court of record, to administer oaths or affirmations, in
relation to examination and settlement of accounts......ovvuuennn,

Auditors.

Authorized to send and receive letters and packages free of postage....

B

Balances.

Balance of postages to be paid by the Postmaster General to the Treasurer
of the United States....ccvvvvvineiiiianennn, cessansenrsaias
Balances of postage are by Deputy Postmaster to be returned quarterl;,

Banks.

No Bank to be retained as a place of deposit of the public money which
shall not redeem its notes and bills on demand in specie..........

Bank Notes.

ank Notes, penalty of stealing them from the mail............. cevns

Certain Bank Notes not to be offered in payment in any case whatever in

which money is to be paid by the United States........cc.evvuen
Bond.

Upon the appointment of every Deputy Postmaster, the Postmaster Gen-
eral is required, to take from such Deputy Postmaster, a bond with
good and approved SeCUTitY . coovtiviiiieiiinnnnnans

Each Contractor for transporting the mail, to execute a bond with
SUTEtieSais s veesenrnsensrnanansns heresiuennenans Cererenavsrans

k  Letter carriers to execute a bond with sureties...........cvuen.. ereun

? All bonds to be made to and with the United States of America........

Books.

Books are not to be furnished out of the contingent fund of the Depart-
ment, except such as may be necessary and proper to carry on the
buisness of the Department, vvvvvisernitinninrrisnicersenrons

18 ...

19 .

19

27

21

27
41
13

" 19

eoee 16
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POST OFFICE LAWS.

Bureaus.
Section. Page. J
The chief of the Bureau of Navy Yards and Docks, the chief of the Bureau E
of Construction, &ec. the chief of the Bureau of Provision and Clothing,
the chief of the Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, and the chief
of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgury, are authorized to send and

receive letters and packages, on the buisness of their respective of-
fices cevenuranasenens Ceseesaras Tassene

C

~ Canals,

e3seresemeessecs e

Postmaster General authorized to contract for carrying the mail on navi-
gable Canals....ccoiiiiiciiiinianiinninna.

s svesssarasetons

Chief Clerk in the Department of State.

Authorized to frank all public and official Documents that may be sent
from the office of Secretary of Sfate ........cc0veunen cevsrsesna

Chief Clerk of the Post Office Department. .

Required to report to Congress, at the beginning of each year, the names
of 'the clerks and other persons, that have been employed, during the : ~
precedmrr year, orany part thereof in the Department.....c.oo00s 11 ..., 52
Duty to supervise, the duties of each clerk.. 52 |

P TP | IR -

Chzef Engmeer.

Authorized to send and receive letters and packets relating to the busi-
ness of his office, free of postage......e..

temocsesnissessesssenss @

Clerks in General Post O_ﬁ’ice,

©Clerks in the General Post Office, prohibited from entering mto any Con-

tract with the Department orfrom aftending to anybusmess of a con-
tractore... cieseess

2P P00 0000008 IICENCENBENOIENRTTURIIS 26 seve 3’ 4

Clerks and other persons ’e‘mploy"ed in the Départmént. i

Postmaster General, to report to Congress the names of the clerks and
other personsemployed.....u..viieviisieracreaiasescesrsnenas 11 evee 52,

No allowance for extra services.....i..iiiuviieeiinivnraseesseeannas 12 .., 53 |

No extra clerks to be employed in the Department, except during the ses-
sion of Congress, or when necessary to answer some call mide by
either House of Congress:eeveeivscrssrecansosnssionssnssrseass 15 .

saem
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Clerks in Post Offices.

Section. Page..

Clegks regularly employed in Post Offices exempt from militia duty and

serving on juries, &C., HCuvoraresrveennornancacriininieanonees 34 . .. 42

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Authorized to send and to receive letters and packets riot exceeding two
ounces in weight, free of postage...covevenes O A 1

Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packets free of postage.... 4 .... 25

Authorized also, to transmit, free of postage, any documents printed by
order of either House of Congress..... Mesessacsassrecaseniastsansoans

Closin g the Mail.

Letters brought half an hour before closing the mail, to be forwarded,
unless the offices are excepted by the Postmaster General.ovconaens

Coins and Currency, Regulations of .

American Gold and Silver.c...cceesiivirraiesnsccorcasenernecans
L Weight of American silvercoins............
. Silver coins a legal tender...ieeieneiiiiiiiieiniiiiiiiiioniaans
‘Weight of American gold €oiDS...ciounvireniaiennneerireransennes
. Gold coins to be alegal fender......uiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiisiiiionne
% Rates of Amencan gold coins minted anterior to 31st July, 1834 ceeecens
'Wexo'htof COPPETCOINS. o cvsuesarainsorcssesanssvsnannsnsaonassncse
¥ Foreign Gold and Silver coins to be a legal tender for the payment of all
debts and demands, &c., XC.evreriserocnncss
" Rates of Foreigh goMeu.veesesoiernsecasses sacssssssarasessnnne
! Rates of Foreign ,silver coinS.cseeeieecieseisiiacaascessiariacaneee
Spanish milled dollars, at the rate of one hundred cents for each......vs
. Certain silver coins to pass by fale.cocevveivinniiianeana
£ The Gold coins of Great Britain, Portugal and Brazil, and France, Spain,
Mexico and Columbia receivable in all payments, by weight, for
payment of all debts and demands due the United States...... ... 1

Collection, safe keeping, transfer and disbursement of the public money..

Felony for officers connected with the Post Office Department to convert
to his own use in any way v whatever, any portlon of the publxc mo-

Actof4thJuly, 1840, repealed.........,... susesEsEse I I A arase iy
Neglect or refusal to pay over a transfer, or disbyrse such money prima
facie evidence of embezzlement. .. .evvrveriiviiiniioniiinenns




POST OFFICE LAWS.

Colonel qf Ordrance.

Section.

Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packages onpublic business,
free of POStage..ececsssssetriteiaise sesenstasncsnsrcnnsnerees 21

Commanding General of the Army.

Authorized to send and to receive letters and packets relating to the busi-
ness of his office, free of postage..couvveveerviniinciiiiiiinines

Commissary General.

Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packets by pdst, free of
POStageeccnegerennnen T S P |

-

Commissioner of the Patent Office.

Authorized to send and toreceive letters and packets, relating to the busi--

Page.

(X} 48 7,

(XX 25 ]

ness of his office, free of PoStage.suvuveeescnnnrseseerssraresiiioranseiees 46 4§

Commissioner of the General Land Office.
Authorized to send and to receive letters and packets free of postage. ...
Commissioner of Pensions.

Authorized to send and to receive letters and pé.ékets x"elating to the busi-
ness of his office free of postage.....ccevviviiiiieeiieiiianane,

Commzsswner of Inflmn .t.‘lfazrs.

All Jetters and packau'es to and from the Commissioner of Indian Aﬁ'alrs,
touching the business of his office, to be free of postage.....svssess
Compensation of Deputy Postmdétersl

Commission of Deputy Postmasters on letter postave crcessiernedess ]
Rate of, how allowed. .. vevuveerniisnsveserrensvansnesennsosensssns
On free letters. vueueinesnnenrorenseriorasaspinsnnsasessonsossvasse

On Newspaper, Magazine and Pamphlet postave. B S [

Allowance for Steamboat letters. v ouvianioneissornonenirenssoesioes 6
Do.  for Ship letters...cvveeuiiirriveesisensracirseionssneass 84
Do.  {or receivingand despatching fore:zrn mailseeseenennernnees 14

‘Whenever the annual emoluments of Deputy Postmaster, are more than
two thousand dollars, the surplus must be returned to the Depart-

. ment..........-......n.....,...-......e...................,.... 41

If the net proceeds exceed three thousand dollarsa year, to be paid to the :
Post Master General for'the usé of the Department....vo.viviue,

RER R 4

vous 6 N

aies 201
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Section. Page.
No Deputy Postmaster to receive more than five thousand dollars a year,
including salary........... Cecesetnatiteniairsarentenracans eee 2,...51
Deputy Postmasters who receive( the mail between the hours of nine
o’clock at night and five o’clock in the imorning, commission on the
first hundred dollars, collected in one quarter may be increased to a
sum not exceeding fifty per cent.o...vuunu.... Creeteitaenenenas . 14 ..., 10 1}
Deputy Postmasters who shall be required to keep a reglster of the ar- ;
rival, and departure of the mails, allowed two cents for each monthly
L ¢ 4 ....10
Cempensahon to Deputy Postmasters at Distributing offices. \?& NP .

Compensation of Deputy Postmaster at New Orleans.

Postmaster General may allow the Deputy Postmaster at New Orleans
at the rate of eight hundred dollars a year in addition to his ordinary
commission, subject to the restriction of the 41st section of the Act
L T I ST 1

Compensation to Deputy Postmaster at T’Vashingtoﬁ City.

Postmaster General authorized to allow to the Deputy Postmaster at
Washington City, for postage collected, and for free letters received
by him for delivery, a commission of five per cent, on the amount
of mails distributed at-his office, subject to the restriction of the 41st
section of the Actof 1825..... D LT F T PRI 7 SR 1 ]

Comptrollers of the Treasury.

Authorized to send and to receive letters and packets free of postage.... 27 .... 16

Contingent Fund of the Department.

Books not to be purchased out of the Contingent Fund, exceptsuch books,
&e., as the head of the Department may deem necessary and proper

to carry on the business oftheDepartment................ . 19 ..., 55
A detailed statement of the manner in which the Contingent Fund of the
"Department has been expended, to be reported to Congress... o 20.,.., 55

The names of every person to whom any portion has been pald and the
gervices rendered, the nature of the service and the time em-

CPloyede i e 20 L., B6

Contractors.

Privilege to Contractors to carry Rewspapers.....,coossusreeivssneses 30 ouvs 18
No preference to be given to one publisher over another.....c.....c... 30 .... 18
No additional allowanee to be made bythe Postmaster General to the



POST OFFICE LAWS.

Section. Page.
Contractor or carrier of any mail beyond the amount stipulated in -

dhe contract.cccoeeieasincinssnsssonsessecnones

I R RN

Contracts.

All contracts made by the Postmaster General to be reported to Congress.
In making contracts it is the daty of the Postmaster General to give pub-
lic notice in one or more newspapers published at the seat of Govern-
ment, and in one or more of the newspapers published in the State
or Territory where the contract is to be performed for at least twelve
weeks before entéringinto a contract for conveying the mail......
Within sixty days after making of dny contract, a duplicate thereof to ‘be
lodged, in the Office of the Auditor of the Pest Office Department...
Lontracts for extending line of posts, with postage to Contractors.......
All contracts with the United btates to be made to and with the United
States of AmMErICa, cvvuiveerotionertiionireissstiensennrorees
In every such contract, condition to be inserted that no member of
Congress has any interest in such contract or agreement...........
Persons employed in the Post 'Office Department not to be mterested in
contracts, e aovvvreerrenracares

cavseenrtmetessoseertensise

Contracts not to be made with persons who have entered mto combina-

tion, or proposed to enter into any combination, &c....vtseeriaes
Any person so offending, to be dismissed from the servxce of the Depart-
mento .OIQ'.li'.llllo'.."..!l..t ‘l....b..li'b...'.
Whenever the Postmaster General shall exercise the power of dismissing
3 Contractor from the service of the Department, &c., he is required
to transmit a statement of the evidence on which he acts, to Con-

gl‘ess.....-' cl.o"l‘O!.ﬁ dﬁl-il.'lil’atlt'..b.l'o..l.l!l.l

No payment to be made until after éxecution of confract.......ooueees

43 ....22

2,

10

10
4

13 .,
3.
26
o

28

2 .

Contracts for Printing, Smtionery, and Binding.

Contracts to be given to the lowest bidder. . ...cavvveesnnsvorssroines
All stationery of every nature and description for the nse of the Depart-
ment including blanks, wrapping paper and twine, and mail bags to
be furnished and-perforted by contractiv.eerveceissnisinserninee

D
Dead Letters.

Dead Letters to be sent to the General Post Office, to be opened and
valuable articles preserved.....esvssuivrassaseraracirnrevanins

Valuable papers found in Dead Letters to be retarned fo the writer there.
of.

'Q-ltlpicoqt'-pcnooatnontit'-onsvtnnhtiQQtnqanb--ibtudﬁ-v.
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Section. Page.

A1 such letters enclosing money to be paid by the Department to the
rightful claimant. erveerenessanseinsassrsrcarnesares 26 4000 16

Dead Newspapers.

Dead Newspapers may be disposed of for postage, unless the publisher shall

I.ayit.-..n--..-‘-.r».._,-..a--.-. O LA LA R X N

Deputy Postmasters.

Deputy Postmasters—commission on letter postage caceeeseeoceereees
Limitation of COMMISSION. s s v.rsesessisssereasssnsescissoasatassasaans
Commission on newspapers, magazines and pamphlet postage...coe...e
Allowance for Free Letters.cocvssenestansscscstsoscssrscascscsssns
Do. for Ship Letters,seueeesicrerossesasncrassnns senvoonnis
~Do. for letters given him for his delivery..c.ovensesiransecones
" Do. forBoxLetters....ouvuus ceereareinnss
Exemption from military duty......oeenenes teceasssscaasessannssnans
To observe instructions of Postinaster General...civesresceasasances
Not to credit postage..... vee cerereaaens
To render accounts and pay balances quarterly...coooesueeiiensenees
“To be furnished with a schedule specifying the times of arrival and de-
parture of each Py R TS TR T T TR RRTY
To report to the Department every delinquency, neglect, or malpractice
Of the CONtraCtOTS.s v svesuussnsssesrsosasosssssarssoassasssasis
Deputy Postmasters neglecting to account for Way Letters, subject to a
fine of fifty dollars. R
Deputy Postmasters detaining any letter, package, pamphlet or newspa-
per with intent to prevent the arrival or delivery of the same, giving
preference, &c., by forwarding the one, or retaining the other—
L T R CLEERETIERR TR LR
Not to receive free of postage, more than one daily newspaper..........
Have a right to frank and to receive free, all their letters, public or private,.
provided they do not exceed half an ounce in weight. .. cvoeevnnn.
Deputy Postmasters not to receive or frank any package other than such
as contain paper Or IDONEYs.eeeevssnne
Deputy Postmasters not to act as lottery agents...ooeeerevecnansesne .

E
Express Mail, Obsolele.

EStabliSHed . v v veeneiseineinentesiniresiaaiienaasonstiesaresitne
Resolution directing the postage on lefters sent by the Express mail, to .

be paid inadVanCe. .. ovsreveerensrionsstioarescraiinnssanines
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POST (OFFICE LAWS.

Ezemption from Militia or Jury duty.

Section. Poge.

Deputy Pastmasters, post riders and drivers of the mail stages are exempt -

from militia duty, and.serving on juries.c.oveevivieavssrcscansns

| O
Fees.

Fees or perquisites not to be received by persons emiployed in the ser-
vice of the Post QOffice Department.csvessesceressccarvrnnsene

Ferrymen.

Ferrymen forfeit ten dollars every hour they delay the mailissevreeniee

Fines and Forfeitures.

Where any Deputy Postmaster shall neglect or refuse to render his ac-
counts, and pay over to the Post Master General, the balance by
him due quartetly, to forfeit double the value of postage which shall
accrue at his OffiCecesvevereccesosntasosisanssssess sssunssase

Persons entitled to frank letters, not to frank for others, under a fine of ten -

donarso-----o‘--i-00-o-o.r...o.---.--.-..-n_o.-‘--‘."--,--_;.nu,cu.o..
Franking Privilege.

Franking, no person to frank other than their own letters....cevvnens
Who have that privilege, pages 16, 25, 26, 27, 46, 47, 48, 50.

The head of the Department may frank official letters. for another De-.

partment in ease of absence........... teeetnsteeseenrraanens N
Letters improperly enclosed under frank, te be returned to Post Office...
Franks—counterfeiting of—penalty....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiescnnsaens

Free} Jrs.

Officers entitled te the privilege of receiving an& sendihg by pbst; letters
and packets, free of Postage.....vovvariiiiiinereireeisninanren,

General Post. Office established.

A:General Post Office to be ' etsablishe(l at.the seﬁt; of Gc;sfernmefzt under -
;- the direction of a Postmaster General, who shall appoint assistants,
and other clerks as he may deem necessary to conduct the business

- . (.
v ofthe{?ﬁlcne.'.o...‘.n...”..-a..n-ne,--n-u,aqu,o,-'c-wanggeaw-..mt

~
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Governors of the several States.
. Section.
“The Governors of the several States may transmit by mail, free of postage,

all laws and reports, which may be directed by the legislatures of
the several states to be transmitted to the Executives of other States. 1 ...

Harrison, Mrs. relict of Williem H. Harrison.

Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packets, free of postage

Hours of attendance at Post Offices.

Deputy Postmasters to attend toreceiving, delivering, and forwarding the
mail, at eachéhour, as the Post Master General shall direct........

]

Imprisonment.

FPersons imprisoned by judgment of court to be kept at hard labor during
such imprisonment.....covvuuunns .

Postmaster General authorized to discharge from imprisonment, any

person confined in jail, or any judgment obtained in behalf of
the Department.....

DR A R N R R R R RN I I WP SP O S

Incidental Expenses.

ncidental expenses allowed to Deputy Postmasters..........

J

Judgments.

All causes of action arising under the laws of the Post Office Department

~ the court shall proceed to trial, and judgment rendered the first term
ofthe court.cueaiiuiiiiiiiieiiiieiiiieiiiisereasisnsanes

Jurisdiction.

All causes of action arising under the laws of Congress for the better
regulation of the Post Ofiice Department may be tried, and offenders
prosecuted before the State Court having jurisdiction..............

“Court to proceed to trial, &ec., the first term affer commencement of suit.

Provided service of process twenty days after previous, &c., or continu-

amc-o-ooo\u-cqoacnniso-o-"c-oc.q..u-olcul'onno'o..-c.o.o‘o‘o




POST OFFICE LAWS.

Rk d

Section. Page.

Continuance on affidavit—if the defendant in such suit shall make
affidavit that he has claim against the General Post Office, not allowed
by the Posmaster General e ieebesrtesasersecasenterssenoes

L

Letter Carriers.

Letter carTiers..c.oveeierseiiacassinesenesso.Section 36, page 20 and
Letter carriers to be employed at such post office as the Post Master

General shall direct........... crrssevine Section 36, page 20 and
Letters to be retained in office on written request.Section 36, page 20 and
Two cents for each letter delivered...,.......Section 36, page 20 and
One cent for every letter lodged, and not carried

by mail...... cestissssseiraensenesss.Section 36, page 20 and
To receive for each N ewspaper dehvered a halfcent....ccoviennanne
Carriers to give bond with securities.....c.vviveeviciiiiiiininiiiee,

Letters.

Letters undercharged and overcharged «..vvevoeeceaverionecisarnnes
How to be marked and rated.................. teeevene saieseesensne
To go beyond the sea—postage of, to be paid in advance....ecuteen.n.
Dropped in Post Offices for delivery, pay one cent........., rerean ves
Penalty for conveying them on a post road unauthorized by the Post
Master General..u..uvsueereersneiesionesessesanssnesonssonns’

Madison, Mrs.

Entitled to frank and to receive letters and packets free of postage......

Magazines and Pamphlets,

Periodical magazines, &c., may be carried in the mail, at onz and a half

38 .... 21

cents a sheet for not exceeding 100 miles, and two and a half cents ‘

for a greater distance ; and if not periodical, at {'our cents a sheet for
not exceeding 100 miles, and six cents if further. . ; Ceesnsesesennns
Such pamphlets and magazines as are not published periodically, if sent
in the mail, to be charged with a postage of four cents on each sheet,
for any distance not exceeding one hundred miles, and six cents for
any greater distances.svve o vvuisiviiaeiirresnedonataseresnanse

‘What is consxderedapamphletsheet,........‘..a................... -

Rates erchaTglﬂ"'Pamphlet postao‘e..........u---.-u...n........

30 . veo 19 .
13 LA X2} 9

CRT
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Mails.

How contracts for carrying are to be made..vovvivreienrreriens oae
Obstructing its passage—penalty for........o0vviuvins shsseis cerers

Packages of every description weighing more than three pounds, are to

be excluded from the mail, except public documents printed by order
of either house of Congress.....uvvivriveireviveoriieriaiencnnns .

Moails beyond the Sea.

Pfovision to be made by the Postmaster General for the reception of all
fetters, &ec., to be conveyed from any port of -the United States be-
yond the 8ea..,cceeeesiesrcoceioranerens

Postmaster General authorised to make arrangements with the Postmasters
in any foreign country, for the reciprocal receipt and delwery of
letters and packets through the office. ...oovetiennvnens

For -every letter or package so received, a postage of one cent to be

- paid for the use-of Deputy Postmasters.cvoseies.. Cereeneienenns .

Mail to Court Houses.

Mail to be sent from the nearest. Post Offices to Court Houses. . coevoene

Mails in Steamboats or Packels.

Mails may be'transported in steamboats and packets..........

Letters and packets in steamboats or packets to be delivered, where a
Post Office’is, within three hours after arrival, if in the day time,
within two hours after the next sun rise, if the arrival be in the
nl"hu......-c.. . B P,

Masters of steamboats not employed in carrying the mail, to deliver all
letters to deputy postmasters on arrival, &c., under penalty...

Mail Carrier.

Mail carrier—penalty for deserting or quiting the mail.c.v.vvvuernnnns
Allowed one cent for each way letter, .o vveruvseenvrrevrrsencossonnee
"To deliver letters to individuals residing on the post road..s..veeva....
Penalty for carrying letters illegally........ ivrecissunsans
To be free whites..cu.veiuis viitirenernnrerenneseniieeeriienssnns
Exemption from military and jury duty,ceeeeveevrieinnriessnnonnses

Marshels of the United States.

Marshals to make return to the Auditor of the Post Office Department
¢ ofthe praceedings which may have taken place upon all judgments -
and executjons in ﬂmrhands........,.........................

Section. Page.

10 .... T
8 .o 7

34 ....2

34 ....20

34 ..., 20

l‘ v "’m‘ ‘(‘
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FOST OFFICE .LAWS.

- Masters of Vessels.
. Seotion. . Pages |
No ship or vessel arriving at any port within the United States wherea : 3
Post Office is established, is permitted to report, make entry, or
break bulk, until the master or commander shall have delivered to a
Deputy Postmaster all letters directed to any person, or persons within -
the United Stales. . svveeieerssiensaasmsssanieyonsiayssne voe o0
No vessel allowed to enter till the master delivers letterstoa Deputy. . -
POStMAStET e v v vusuorsagarsossssaoncasvescmiestssnesossosnncs 17
‘Collectors to require an oath from every master or commander—of de-
livery of letters..ovveseivnerisniiiaieeniinieieiniiiianineeses 17
Deputy Postmasters to pay two cents to the master or commander- for
every Ship Letter,.oeivureesdvinsearireieciseisienecacaiees 18
Certifinate from the person delivering the letters....cevsueicesieranes <18
Allowed two cents for each letter and packet....... sesensennsacesnes 18

Members of " Congress and Delegates from Territories.

Membets of Congress, are authorized to transmit by mail, free of postage,
to any post office within the United States or Territories thereof, any
documents which have beeh, or may be " printed by ‘order of either
hquse of Congress.....oo...

Members of Congress are authorized to send and receive letters and pack-
ets by post free of postage...covuvierciviiiiiiaiiaiieniinenae

Such letters or packets not to exceed two ounces in weight. ...

"This right commences sixty days before the member takes his seat, and
continues until the meeting of the next Congress...coveveecuoearss

Not to receive newspapers free, only during the session....cocvzeessecen

Any Member of Congress entering into any contract for the transporta-
tion of the mail, liable to a fine of 3,000 dollars, and the contract
VOid....-.-.-.-o..‘.u..--....-;‘-.'.-.os.......-u-....sn.m-gt-c’.u

Sums of money advanced on the part of the United States to be repaid,

- and prosecuted for.veeeiicieirresiioniniiienionienies denaen

ExCeption,sceveerianssosnearsatusosissristitsicnssirorsisnragress

N

Newspapers.

[.,

.1)
1

Direction concerning NEWSPAPEIS « vvereivavaeerersessssrnnmanasseees 30 coen AT
Printers allowed to exchange a daily paper free...oseeeceioraceceeass 20 .00 17
Rates 0f POStage..eeeveeernvsesirrorsressnsnssnsssssorerasanssonane 30 01T
DO. COMMISIION. + ¢ eseneeranrsonsssaasrsssnrsrssonnseasesnses ooy 1
Postage should be paid in advance...sesesevseresinsrivirsreosvasees 30 oo 1T M

ek
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‘When sold for postage...ccciiiiiiiiiiiiiciiionnisstiiineaneiinasnes
Stealing them....... cecrnsesrunans
Enclosing in them letters, &c., or writing on them—penalty...... cesnas
Mail carriers may convey them if allowed by Postmaster General.......
Any memorandum which shall be written on a newspaper or other printed
paper, pamphlet or magazine, and transmitted by mail, shall be
charged with letter postage........ccceiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienen.
The publisher of a newspaper may send a printed or written notice;
stating the amount due on his subseription.....iieevernann.. oes
Such notice to be attached to the margin of the newspaper......qcu.u..
Deputy Postmasters who deliver the paper, will charge such notice with
newspaper postage..........
1f any person shall open fany mail or packet of newspapers, or sha'l em-
bezzle or destroy the same not being directed to such persen, or not
being authorized to open the same, shall, on conviction thereof, pay a
fine not exceeding twenty dollars for every such offence....uc....
Enclosing any memorandum in any package of newspapers, pamphlets
or magazines, or marking any writing thereon, the person so offending
to forfeit the sum of five dollars... cvevenreeeriniecannan.

asepen

No newspapers to be received by Deputy Postmasters unless they are

.30
Unauthorized enclosures in newspapers, &c., make them chargeable as

sufficiently dried........ teesrrosiseeseanisnarrsenas

letters.......

0
Oath of Office.

All persons employed in the General Post Office, and others attached to it -
in any way, to take an oath before entering upon the duties of their
OffiCB st vansiononse tivaounancansocasssosocnssnesesesnsncesse

Certificate of oath to befiled.......c..oevvvviniienan

" Every person in any manner employed in the care and management of

the mail, snbject to all the fines and penalties, whether he has taken

theoathornote.cveavievnninaanns,,

ssrsocsssssrssanee

Pecsccestessrranes

Opening Mails.

Opening any Letter not containing money—penalty.....c.o00vuecenees

P

Pamphlets.

- Pamphlets—postage thereon......c..coviiiiiiiviinniiiaien,
What is considered a pamphlet......
Rules for charging pamphlet postage. ... viviiiereerrneesevnsrnoenns

sessrvege

III..I'.".I" "Q.V

Section. . Page.

80 .... 17
30 ..., 18
30 ....18
30 .... 18

30

30

2
2

2

21

30 .,

13
5
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- Payments to the ‘Departyment“; ,

L

'

: , , Sectzon .Page
‘Certain bank notes not 'tobeoﬂ‘egéan PAYMENt. s vivienieeserinnennns 2 aie 27

Not to be offered unless the same stiall be payable, au&ﬁa’&xd on demand, L

in gold and silveri.....vvediniirninin e i B 2,‘..;. 28

Bills or notes of banks not to be received in paymg of any. debt due to’
~ the United States, if-said banks shall issue g ut any bxll or note

o

of a less denommaﬁon than five dollars..: B 0 RSP SIRN Se) .7»4*7
. «\\‘ : * ') g ’
Pa‘vmaster General T

' Anthonzed to frank and to receive ]etters and p';ckages, by maﬂ free of ;

pOStage u.-»-q--ca-.'--.-y-.-o.-.o-;--,:-..a.o-oi.o.-ss--oouia

Fd

Members of Congress becommg mterested in any pubhc contract guﬂ;y ol‘
high misdem eanor, aud hable to a ﬁne of $2000. eresreraieresed
Pubhc office
subject, Bifine.. .'. RSSO T L TSN RN R I
{ st ats faﬂmg to deliver to the Postmaster of the port, if
) 4 Post (]ﬁice established. at such port, within three ‘hours ,
stheir arrival, all letfers- and p'\ckets in, then' charge “mtended
for such port, fine of $30 for each offence. eesresnr e pddiiages
Persons employed on board o boats failingdp deliver all letters and .
‘packages in.their’ cbarwe masters of, guch boats, to pay a ’
fine of $10 for each lette ackage. . ... .‘.......x.......... .
‘Retarding or. obstructmg the passage of the Mailf fine of $10. saegria e

)onc

vevse ‘.

s b s

Neglect of ferryman to’ com'ey the Matl across a ferry,‘a éf $L Lor RERNEN &

every ten minates delay LRERPETTRTRES ( PR IE Py SIS
If any comimander or naster of any slup or vessel shall, kfreak bu}a Jbe- P
fore having complied with the requirements of the law, every. such
offender, shall on’conviclion ther forfent for’ everysnch offence; a
sum not ‘exceeding .&IOO T TSP TPIPEUSRPPT PRV T PIPTS | Jrvves 11
A stage or other vehicle which performs trips on a post r¢ad, or on'a mad
parallel to it; or a packet boat, or other vessel, which nevularly phes
on a water déclared to be a post foad, conveying letters, except -
those relahna to some part .of the cadbo; the olner aﬁlt 3 ;f. T CT
- riage or other vehicle, or vessel, shall.incur the -penalty “of fi y
dollais... “og6e dotot-p--uqnal‘h‘!- na»qa-.y&nv-a&uaﬂ,qm-n’ FETN 19 eves i”i
No person, other than the Postmnster General, oy his; atithorized-ag nts§
shall set up any foot or horse post, for the:conveyance: oflétiers dnd -
packets, upos any. post road, w}nch ls or may be estabhsheds.
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‘ Section. Page,
person so offending, %hall, upon conviction, be fined fifty dollars.,* 38 .... 24
) Such;carriage, &c.; may be levied on and spld, in saﬁsfzfction of the pen-
alty and costs of suit.e..vacaies coninn B U SRS | S ¢
Persons employed in the departments of the General Post Office, wilfully
detaining, delaying, &c.; any letter or packet intended to be con-
veyed by post, and not containing any security, &c., to be fined not
exceeding three hundred dollars, and imprisoned not exceeding six
months. . vveeeeeens U A A , cdeeriiieenees 21 00012
If any person employed in the Dépaiﬁheqt be guilty of secreting, embez- .
zling, or destroying any letter or packet, bag or mail bag, or mail of :
letters which shall have come to his or her possession, and are intend-
ed to be conveyed by post, containing any bank note or bank .
bill, or bill of exchange, or warrant %f the Treasury of the United
States, &c., such person shall, on cohviction of any such cffence, be
imprisoned not less than ten years, nor.exceeding twenty-one years, 21 .... 13
If any person who shall have taken charge of the Mails shall quit or de-~ '
sert the same before such person delivers it into the Post office, or to:
some known,mail carrier or agent- of the General Post Office, &
- person so offending shall forfeit and pay a sum not exceedin ‘
for every such.offence....icciiiiiiinidoniinnen 21 ... I§
Persons stealing the mail or stealing from the mail, or from a Post Office, é”*?& v
any letter or packet, and opening and embezzling, &c., any such# -4 2
mail, letter or packet containing any article of value, or evidence of
debt, &c., to be imprisoned not less than two, nor exceeding ten
Years cuvueeenss CTeeeesarenennnnesananees . ST, '
Any person taking any letter or packet not contdiny
value, out bf a Post Office, $c.jdo pay not exceeding five hundred .
dollars, apd imprisoument not exceeding twelve months...........t 22 ... 14
Mail carriei‘s——penaltyf§f§r;gat§ying letters..... b Fraeeeedennnennans 21 L00s 28
Cutting or destroying ma@ ‘bags or portmanteaus—every such offender-
shall pay a sum not.less than $500, or be imprisoned not less than ‘

" one year, nof excépding three Years...,veeuesersenersessesocsens 28 ons 15
Aidérs and abetters,suhjéct{othe same penaltigigand punishments...... 24 .... 16
If any person shall,‘;:x}a:ﬁkrwy letters, othér than those written by himself,

or by his order; on the business of his office, he shall, on conviction .
thereof, pay a fine of $10....0ueseeineseninnreinseisinnceneens 28 cene 160

>

22 .... 4

* These are the provisions of law which pertain to the subject ; from
which it clearly appears that it is unlawfunl for any’ person tp runa
0st, no matfer that it be called an ¢ Express,” or ¢ Agency,” either
y land, by horse or “footsin stage or railroad car,’or by water'in a
steamboat or other vessel, for the conveyance of mail matter. That
it is equally unlawful whether such person shall run his own vebicle,
steamboat, railroad car, or shall obtain the privilege totun the post . -
«or express in the stage, car, or steamboat of another ; more especial-
* ly if that other is a mail contractor. The person who is engaged in
is business—he who aids, assists, or employs such person, the
owner of the vehicle, are all equally guilty of a violation of law.

v
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Seclion. Page.

Stealing newspapers, &c., shail, on conviction thereof, be imprisoned, &c. : 80 .... 16
All pecuniary penalties, &c., under this act, one-half for to go the in- ’; 3

former, and the other: half to the United States.....ee.s.... . 83.,... 19

i ™y

Any person buying, receiving, or concealing any letter, packet, baw or :

mail of letters, knowing the same tgﬁbe stolen, shall be fined and L

soned to hard JahoT. . ..u'eeveeeerasioniansnarnnnessransennnsncs 45%,.28
Penalty for detaining letters, &c., in a Post Office, $500 and i imprison- -

ment fora term not exceeding six months.........,. 0. P 82.... 41
For stealing or taking letters, &e. »» from the Mall of the Unfted States—-—

every person so oﬁ'endmg,'a;sx accessory, ¥ o pay a fine not exceedmg

$1000, and T mpnsoned for a termnot exceeding five years...... cees 48
Any person whio SHAIl procure and advigdher assist, in the doing or per-

petration of any of the acts or crim this act forbidden, shall be

subject to the same penalties and] nents as the persons are

subject to, who shall actually door até any of the said acts or ,

Crimes, &Cueornesinianiieiasnetiiiiterinneninsttaiiioionys 24 veen 16

Per‘)ur%

Swearing or afl g fa]se]y touching the expenditures of the Post Of-
fice Departmenf, or inrelation:to any account of, or clalm ag:unst or
in favor of the salfi Department.....;.....‘....... veereanienese 19 ..., 36

E

Portmanteaus and Zlflazl Bag 5

mantean, or other bag, used, or designed used, by any person

aeting under the aﬁ;ihonty of -the Postmaster General, jupon convic-

tion for every such offence, siall pay a sum not lessyiRE$100, not

exceeding $500, and be imprisoned not less than. one year, nor ex- .,
ceeding‘thme years. ...‘._‘:."I?Q.'.‘... e s BB M

If any person shall np, cut, te‘ﬁr«;«or otherwise ‘%re, any valise, kport—

J’ostmasler General’s Powers.

H:spowers and duty. . .... L 4

Authorized to appomt two asmstants, and .such clerks as may be neces-

sary for the performance of the business of the Department.... sees - Y oiiw 4
Authorized to appoint a third assistant.. soavessinnnnns cierarvenensa 20 Ll 36
He is required to give his Assistants, Deputy Postmasters, ‘and all others

whorn he shall emp]oy, instructions relative to their dutyscsaiaene 1 400 4 ;
He may direct the route or road, when theré dre more thap: one between ‘

Places designated by law for apost road ; which route shall be consx-

dered the post road. cevadkiaisdianshanenay aregeascaresstonsai
He shall obtain from Postmausters their accounts, vouchers, &e., once in" -

. three months....;..,.................,...............s...... :
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and in the collection of the revenue...oveseesesssgocneroanveses
He shall.prosecute offences against the Post Office Depd@ént
Authorized to change contract time....cveeveriaeses vevennes Crearine
Postmagter Genéxial, &ec., to take and subgcribé an oath, &E..i.vvuiees
Postofatfer General to report annually to Congress, &c., every post road
noteproducing one third of the expense of carrying the mail.........
Postmaster General may discharge from imprisonment......... resbans
Postmaster General to submit to Congress specific estimates of the sums
of money expected to ‘be required for tﬁls
"The Postmaster General required {o report to Congress, at each afijual
gession thereof, all contracts made g fe_transportation of the"Mail,
stating date and duration, the na “the Contractor, the route

sassoeesess st IR

Postmaster General to report, also, the fand and water mails that may
have becn ‘established, or ordered by the Department within the

year prece%iiﬁgf, other than those let to contract at the annual lettings

Of mail COMEACES: ¢ veenvrmserseoseliueriassssronensonanaenioser,

To report all allowances made o Contractors. v vveseeennneeses

To report all incidental expenses of the Department. . «veveseses Mol

To report the condition of the finances of the Department. .v.ooeeusnces
To report all fines enforced, and deductions made from the pay of Contract-

OFS, KCueverossorssnasaasrearansansannes T T

The Postmaster General, in any contract he may. enter into for the con-

veyance of the mail, may authorize the person with whont such con- .

. P

ract is to be made, to carry ng@gpapers, magazines apd pamphlets,
other than those conveyed in thefail : Provided, That no pyeference
shall be given to thep iblisher of one newspaper,over thatief anothier,
in the same place. SEAFR. «coveesovsoinnnrrensnarannrroane et
Authorized to frank and to receive letters and p}g‘;’l}g ¢s by mail, free of
) poatage...-.-..o.. lI'Qc’.O.‘v!tQ#Dtio;cni.‘;’zc‘;v;lytta'.tl.t..!l-t e
Post Ofiices.
Post Offices to be established by the Postmaster Genera‘l'.'. cissessertee
. ST o
Post Riders.

Post Riders and other carriers of the mail, receiving any.way letter

¢

g or letters, more than one mile from a Post Office, to delivey the same, =

with the postage, at the first Post Office at which they shall arrivg,'
Post Roads.

# The navigable canals of the several States....ovvvoreesrrunnernerens
Rai‘ Roads Ofthe‘severalStﬁes....n...n.........,.-.-..‘.-u..-.n

¥

e‘service of the Department.

. Seclion. Page.
He shall defray all expenses that may arise in conducting the Post Office, | :

1.vee 4
..o 4

eer 4B

2‘000». 5

39 ... 21
38 ... 21

s

2 vege 28

20 ve s e ‘\z; '

42 veas 4? ‘
2.0 48

13




PONT OFFICE LAWS.

. Sectwn Page,
All waters on which steamhoats regularly pass “from port to port, are to
be considered as post T0ads....ceeseretfietairaensrenrarronns 8 .3
If postroads be obstrucﬁe& by fences, gates, or bars, other than those ]awful
ly usedon turnplke roal]s, to collect their toll, andp&ast kept in good
repair, the Postmasger General is reqmred to repo 'w e sane to O(m-
T R LT R LR PEAPFR IR R - I
No stage, or other vehicle, whxch regularly performs trlps on post roads,
&e. to-carry: Jetters..y ... vavrissesenasassensrecasasassarinsese 19
Such post roads as do not produce one—thu'd of their expense to be report-
€d t0 CONgress. oeveevasranrascsbonssntescanscsantsransiooane .39
. The line of posts may be extended by contsqct«..“.....’ veivencsnses Aiies 8

‘18 ...,

........"..5.‘..‘...“....,.... 15 ...,
St - 6 ... ¢
One or more pieces of‘ paper, miil s aletter;: and wexghmg one ounce,
tobe charged with quadruple® ‘,smgg. o . AT SR S 25 ,
At the same rate, should the weight: be greater. . a... .‘,. cenen .”.. oo Blase 25‘ -

Quadruple postage to be charged for all packetsgconta gfour pieces of '
PaPer.ccesccrssss ,...,.,,.....;.,-u..o;., P povivaeuaibes "5-56«.:. 25‘

No packet of letters, by water. mailg, to pay more than quadrupxepostage, w L
unless the same shall contain more than.four dxstmct Tetterss ivesnss 13 ; v 9
Any person receiving more, through fraud, than: the legal postage of a RS Y
letter, &e., fo be. fined for every oﬁence, 100 dollarS e ssensis oo 16 veeedl
Postage of Newspapers—-rates caresesvsans v envenaeenrnerens 80 .00 170
Postage on: Mzwspapers.% o RS
Newspapérs, to be charged witha e of one centiveeiseiiencine 30 ou, 7.
Onequarterspostageto be paid i ‘m:e....................;...._ 30.»., m
Ifnot taken out of the Post Office,ito be sold for7 postage, cevaveserasee 80 .ova 1T

»

Postage on Perzétlzcals, Magazmes, and .Pamphlats.

Rates of postag%be charged hy Postmasters for penadxcal magazmes
or pamphle PrdP e .”.....u....-a...«“n-nuv--- wavsrsve B0 wive I8
Rates of postage on such magazines and paimphlets as are not publnshed o
penodlcally, if sent in the mall..‘........... P 30,f vees 19

President of 1 the Umtcd Statrs.

Authonzed to frauk and to receive letters and packets, by mail, free of
postage OCID - 0..'......0& Wl.'l..l"l.ti.l&l"".."". tue 27 Ay X3

Each mdmdual whu has been Presxdent of the United States svravenaie 27
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President of the Smate, pro tempore.

4

All letters and packets to be received and conveyed by mail, under the

same restrictions as pro }xded with respect to letters and packets .to
and from the Vice Presni”htgof the United States.—-See dct of 1820.

Prwrzty of the Umtcd States.

Priority of payment to the United States.............° eieeasenenaives
When Postmasters or others, indebted to the Department, become msol-
vent, or when the estate of any deceased debtor is insufficient, &e.,
the debt due the United States to be first satisfied.—See note, pages
Y60, ) S R R TR R TP RR ST RS’

go-uonotinncto.--na-o-o-v

- Proposals for the frﬁ portatwn of the Mail.

Before makmg a contract for the transportatlon‘ of) .10 ail, the Postmas-

ter General to cause advertisements to be m e evsamveserencee

Regulations respecting the contracts entered into forthe transportation of
“the Maileseodeeennen T s
Proposals to -be published in on e‘Newspaper as near as may be to the
route on which the servicggiate dto be performed, for at least four
weeks before changing o; aking the contractese.conuseaerasens
'Proposa’is for Mail contracts to bé delivered to the Department........
Proposals for carrying the mail to be recorded. . .oavreveesiucieninnnes
Postmaster General to report, at each session of Congress, a true copy
from the record....vusesvvsecssassnsesesstesssasoraasannetonss
Proposals for the transportatlon ‘of the Mail to be accompamed by a
guaranty, &C ... ouioarnacenraoasairrsaressotescisisiasnresone
Persons proposing to contraet for carrying the mail, and declared enntled
to it, and failing or ;‘éfusmg to comply, &¢., o pay the difference,

bidders, he or they shall fail to enter obliga i6n, &e., the Postmaster

Section. Page.

XA 38

v

LE XX 33

28 ..., 39-
24 ..., 30"

25 esee 39 !

25 .... 99

27 noee 40

General shall proceed to contract W1th other per§on or persons. iean 27 cees 40

¥ '

&

Quartermaster Geneml of the .ﬂrmy of the Um Stutes.

Authorized to frank and fo receive letters and packages by mail, free of

;POStage-c'cnan-.--cnén---n---.vun.us pNeisNIBIIIINRVIIBRIEIES

]

‘ 4 (XXX '25

. 44 olug»‘zz;‘: .1
If; after acceptance of proposals, and notificationjligreof to the bidder or- ol S




POST OFFICE LAWS.
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 Railioads.

© " Sedtion* Page. ;

Postmaster General cannot allow more than three hundred dollars per

mile per annum for ‘the conveyance of mails on railroads...c..veveesieensane 48

Re gister of the Treasury of the United S!atea

Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packaves by mail, free of

POSAZE v vnncasneisrianig B A S TR PR

‘r

. Registers.

“

Regnsters of the arrival and departure of ‘the Post to be kept by Deputy '

Postmasters..........e....»%.................................,.

h%fib‘mg the mail.

Robbing the mail carrier, &c., punishable by xmpnsonment from fireto
‘ 2213

ten yeal‘s.n..-.uan.“--......u-n.u....-....-......u”.q

Death for the second offence, and for wounding the carrier.,...iov .
An assault or shooting at the carrier, &c., where the- robbery is not ef-
- fected, pumshable by 1mpnsonment from two toten years...iecaes

-S’al’aries.’,;:f'. B

Salaneq of Assnstant Postmasters General and others. oo seresianonans
Salames of the &udltorandothers it aesasis ...................n...

Se@%&hry qf State, &c. ;

The Secretary of State, of the Treasury, of War, and of the N avy, are at--

thorized to frank and to receive all letters and packages, free of post-

ageuooouuoo -.’IIQI.....COI.'.."iOi I‘C"l;.lnlllﬁ.l!!..‘..

Secretary of the Senatc.

Authonzed to frank and to receive letters and packages by nml, free of

POStﬁge” A RN X Q".A&Qt.!t’!..'.Q.i,ﬁ."‘!".llll."i'.i".l'..

Authonzed also to transmit free of postage, doctiments printed by order -

27 &

cees 161

22 ey 14

48,000
B 43 'nto

'z’: 16

,of either House of Congress...(........,......,........,....... e

Slnp Letlera. -

Every letter or packet broughtinto tgxe United States or c:amc& fromi one. . -
port to another in any pnvate shlp or vessel, to be charged with six




INDEX TO THE

' Section. Page..
cents postage, if delivered at the Post Office w here the same shall '
AITIVE sevveenrnnoass . Cheesseversepanes 4 ..., 10>
If destined to be conveyed by post to-any place, with two cents added to
the ordinary rates of Postage.c .+ .evasererrorreesirnnsaveranss 15 0000 100
* .

: Solz'cilor of the Treasury.‘

Al letters relafing to the duties and buemess of his ofﬁce to be transmlt-
ted by mall free of POStAZe. . cvane viviviasrrarasonsnsreaeedis 2

Speaker of the Hou,se’qf Representatives.

Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packages by mail, free:of

pOSfage‘....n....... .oo.;---c:-'ubs‘-é--....-.n cesesusesrsncsseonn

Suzts instituted by the Umted States.

All suits to be commenced for the recovery of debts, or balances due by
" Deputy Postmasters or others uipon bonds or othegwise, to be instituted
in the name_of the. United States of America. T . ovriearieniiiee 13 s
" Suits to be institated for the recovery of all sums wrongfully paid gqt of
< the funds of the Post Office Departmentssy.oivenconuareaaiinss 17

Suretzes.

Suits not instituted, within two years after default, suretles not liahle.... 38
Suretiés of a Deputy Postmaster may he relieved, upon notifying the
. Postmaster General of their deslre to be d)scharged from their respon-
8ibilities—&e, &livuseissnoorerruvasansssiiennsrossosrinersens 37
The conditions on’ which the releasement will be made ......co00ue0 8T
All payments made subsequent to the execution of the new bond to be
applied first to the dlscharge of any balance which may be due on
5 the old bond..cereiressusserisrnsssoavenisvsnsoncsssiosssrses 37
Surgeon: General. :
Aﬁthonzed to frank and to receive letters and packages on pubhc busmess
- by mail, freeofposfage........................, vesrrerirenees 21

Toporrraplncal Corps, Head of. ~ : s 5

"All letters and packavcs on-publie business, to be: free of postage....... 21 ... .,487

Treasurer of the United States.
Treasurer of {the United State$ to give receipts forall moneys rgcéi?e,d by




POST OFFICE LAWS.

Section. Page..

him to the credit of the appropriation for the service 'of the Post
Office Depqrtment.............................{.’..‘......,.....
Payments for the service of the Post Office Department shall be disbursed
by the Treasurer out of the moneys paid into the treasury for the
service of the Post Office Department....ccveeesecssescasancens
Treasurer to render quarterly accounts to the Auditor of the Post Office
Department, ceovereevenssorsessnsssescsasssvsasecssosannsrees

Vice P%éident.

Authorized to frank and to receive letters and packets by mail, free of

. postage.‘

-t

Deputy Postmasters, and other agents -of-ibé"]?ost Office Departnient,
shall account to the Post Master General, for -all way letters which
shall come to their hands...ceceeessncsseereoscesccnarccosssnce

Carriers of the mail, receiving any way letter, "if presented more

than one mile from a'pos.tf_'oﬁice, shull deliver the same, with the =

B .e. 80

. 30

Postage, if Paid-on.llvtlltw'otllttvputl|'ll.lh'oll‘.o]'po"'t!.‘ i

The Deputy Postma’_sfer shall enter the same &c,, &c., adding to the
rate of each way}letter one cent, whicﬁ he shall pay to such mail

cmiel‘.u...-'-'-u-..._=_.......,...............,.,-..‘..-.n?-u )







REGULATIONS FOR THE GOVERNMENT

- POST OFFICE DEPARTMEN T.

g . C'haptcr. Page.
-ﬁbﬂhngandrefundmgpostaae.........,...................... ceiee 26 ... 28

Account Current, . uveesessavasss vasessverectsiiearsiiyarsensennny

Accounts and Returns of Deputy Postmasters..ccoveeciosrncerssaine
Account of unpaid newspapers, &c., how to be kept..cooiveeeveosrases
Advertxsmgletfers......-.........................................
Appointment Office, or Second Assistant Postmaster General......ce0s.

Applications for payment and renewal of lost drafts or warrants..ceevae

Audltors Oﬂicef.‘.'..'l.'.....”‘.ll.....'lD.'l‘..‘..l‘..'..‘ll‘
» . ! & . ®

53
50

41

oi-! 42
LR A 40
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1

57 .
Attention to.the manner of carrying the maile, coeviosearnrsvorvassnes .60

Blanks fO}l‘accOlmts,POStbius, &cl.tll‘."00lit,!l‘l..l‘Oll‘.'.t'ttl“l?' 66

N .
Charge‘ofthe Oﬁicen..........."...n.......“....-.u‘.........u..m-
‘Couecﬁon'ofdebta....-................u...............'-.-.’..‘.u
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ghapter: Pege.

Deac Letters. .. ourereensisrasesnrssersarosssassssssiossssssnes
Decedent’s Estates. oo vrenseeenesvstosccssscocssssscsstesscsncsnes
" DelVery Of LetterSeeees e sieesessssrronsinertinesissssersasnsens
Deputy Postmasters—by whom appointed.....c.ooevniieecernieecenss
Distributing Post Offices for inland mails.ci.cvaenioriincninniioanens
Distribution—in what manner to be made Up.covivvansercrarecannares
Dlstnbutxon Oﬂices forforelgn maﬂs.

Emoluments of Deputy Posimastersessiceveiiieearsiticniianceienss.

F

-Failure to return quarterly accounts........,.......................
Falluresofmalls.........................
Forfeitures and fiNeS. . .eeesseresasersseesrosasocissssnssossosssns
Foreign mails—in what' manner to be made Up.eocciieeioiiciiacnans

G

General ACCOUDE. s . vusravessrnessecrmsssssseressantsesionanioasese

Handbills, lottefy tickets, circulars, advertisements; &c., to be charqu
With Jetter POStage. .ueeeereessreronanernnsssatsssrcrassesinnes
How the mails should be made UP....oovevrerrenneriiiiiiieieiena.

.

Inspection Office, or Third Assistant Postmaster Generaluersuesanses

» LetterCarrier.........................!........................,..'

Letters mlssentandtobe forwarded....,..,.........................
Lost letters, and mail depredatxons..................................

M

Malllocksand keys..................................,........nq
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THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
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Chapter. Paggej ‘

Masters of steamboats to deliver lettets and packages into Post Offices.. 20 vy 25

Masters éf vessels from a foreign port, to deliver letlers and packages inte
PostOﬁxces‘*

Newspapérs, pamphlets, and magazines..;.coessrsrnsrrnrderirieente
Newspapers not to-be read inthe office. v ooverreacrvenecremmmaierese

o

Newspapérs and pamphlets not taken out of - the office, publishers of the

same, to be informed. .. ooeeeesninesonvresscnraaneneraonerene
Newspapers and pamphlets from foreign countries: cvosaionsesrocvanae

Office of the Treasurer of the United States for the service of the Post

Office Department......................’.........’.'........".".'...
Opening the mail.. o overrreesnstosarennrassennnenissener eeree
Organization of the Bost Office Deparfment.sseesses'ersanereesreres

* L4

) P

'Paid letters, newspapers, and pamphlets....evavsesacersrocne ereivse,
Pamphlets and INAZAZINES ve s s s aasssssssanesanssnsnennsabnssnonsons
Papers and accounts to be returned to the Post Office Depargm‘ent, by

Deputy Postmasters.....oseceseeamascarieasrsaracrasimareorsses

Paying over money to the use or for the gervice of the Post Office Depart- .

INEDE. ¢ 2's v e weesncssssasennesssvsasssnssssssovsosarsasisnnins
PENAlliES o ¢ cveevevossenerasnssorisssnsnsasasssssisaserarasiscaces
Privilege of franking—First class...ooviiesinnonnsocrnirnrnnoneceres

- SecONd Cla8S.sessnsranscrsorsonsrsssasson oo
Third class s veeeecesssnessssssonsoaassnearton
Fourth class. ccessevrsassossasrsssssasanses oo
Fifth clags. . eoeeoesosovenanasascasssecadarses

SixthC]&SS...-,.u-o,u‘ro...-....-u.-.a._--.---

General regulations concerning the Franking Pri-

) » Vilege . s ouvevarsnsesraronnns nenarunnese
’Postag,e'onletters...........,..............,...L.........
Postage on ship and steamboat letters . ovsacsonvannensenvracecnoenne
Postage on box letters...coiveenaseiairariisenendyprancarsees

POStage.On Way‘ettel's ol'Ol.‘ot"l‘llqni'l.bl'.'Oiqf‘q-.-.0.‘&#0.,0"'-'[!

Postage On NEWSPAPETS. cvavrasaesssassoasunsnsonraseavsscssassss
Postage on pamphlets and magazines., .. pseerseanvecuesaaroanseinne
Post offices for” the despateh and receipt of foreign mails bordering’ on
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A

..
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Post offices bordering o TeXaseseseeeysrrreraasracsnraoniees sunee
POSt ROAAS 4« vvaeenasocsossennosessasnnssosssssanasssassssnsanase
Portmanteaus, Mail Pouches, and Mail Bags.eseervcasaniiiievarsas

R

Receiving and despatching the mailbesvenreeerivrneirerornenrernaes
Registers of the arrivals and departures of Mails..c.ccveieiniiioinens
Regulations concerning the communication between the British Provinces
Return of letters. . oovvveesssiervacsssencostaoessosssnsssssase sane

S

Steps to be taken on receiving the appointment by Deputy Postmasters. .
Stamps how obtaihed...ccciiuiiiiiinireiriinieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie,

T o

.

Time allowed for opening themail...ovvreeiiinarriivaionissiesineas
Time allowed for closing the mail at Dmtrxbutmg Officese vvveienarnnen

VYV

‘Violations and evasions of IaW..vvseviseessinsscansnsscssisvsininns
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ERATUM. .

Deputy Postmasters will make the following corrections with the pen.
* In page 2 of the Regulations, 8th section and last line, erase *to him.”
In page 2, chapter 24, section 192, and last line, erase “ recept,’” and insert ¢

s

receipt ™

« printed.” .
In page 54, chapter 64, section 402, and last line, erase ¢ 24,” and insert « a» -

4

In page 15, chapter 18, .section 123, and 4th line, erase «private,” and“lmett

»




