REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.

Post Orrice Derarryent, December 1, 1837.
To tur PRISILENT oF THE UNITED STATES :

Sri: Since entering on the admiaistration of the Post Office De-
partment, I have ventured on no new theories, nor attempted any
innovations on the well-tried system established and practised upon
by my predecessors. 1 have contented myself with endeavoring, as
far a8 in my power, to perfect existing arrangements, and extend it4
fucilities eqnally and fairly to every portion of our widely-extended
conntry. In examining its present condition, it is worthy o! observa-
tion that, while the total number of post offices created during the
twenty years from 1827 to 1847 was gut 8,146, the number estab-
lished in just Lalt that length of time, from 1847 to 1837, was 11,444,
On the 3Uth of June, 1827, the whole number of post offices in the
United States was 7,000 in 1837, 11,7675 in 1847, 15,146; and on
the J0th of June, 1857, 26,586. During the last fiscal year there
have been 1,725 offices established and 704 discontinued, being a net
increase of 1,021, The number of postmasters appointed duriog the
year was 8,680, Of theso appointments 4,767 were to fill vacancies
ocensioned by resiguntion ; 1,651 by removal ; 238 by death ; 269 by
change of numes und sites, and 1,725 by the establishment of new
otlices,  The total number of ollices at this time is 27,148, of which
368 are of the clusy denominated presidential, their incumbents being
subject to appointment by the President and Senate, The commis-
sionw of the higher class run four years from the date of confirmation,
but th se of the lower are oot limited,

TRANSPORTNTION STATINTICN,

On the 30th of June lust there were in operation 7,888 mail routes,
The number of eontractors was 6,576, The length of these roufos is
extimated at 242,600 miles, divided aw follows, viz

Ruilroad v 22,630 miles,
Stenmbont ., o 10,245 ¢
Coneh,,, . veerriens 49,320«
Fuferior grados, ... 165,497 ¢

The total uniml teansportation of mails was 78906,067 miles,
costine #6,622,006, and divided as follows ;

{tdlpoad 24267 944 miles, nt 82,0730 81T —ahont ten eents and five
millx n mile,

Neetmhonty 4,518,119 miles, nt #001,098—about twenty-two conte n
nife,

Vol, fi=—-hl
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(oach, 19,090,930 miles, at $1,410,826—about seven cents and four
mills a mile.

Inferior yrades, 27,029,074 miles, at $1,659,375—about six centa a
mile. )

Compared with the service reported on the 30th of Juue, 1836, there
is an addition of 2,959 milex to the length of mail routes; 3,598,170
niles to the total annual tranaportation—being about 3 per cent.; and
of §586,572 to the cost, or 975 per cent.

The sggregate length of railroad routes has been increased 2,207
miles, and tle anoual trans ortation thereon 2,438,648 miles—11 7,
per cent.; at a cost of $249,458, or 11,%, per cent.

The length of steamboat routes is greater by 294 miles, and the
annual transportation by 277,949 miles, costing $131,243 additional,
or 6} per cent. on transportation, and 15 7, per cent. on the cost.

The expense for this specics of service was increased, in one case
alone. $28,200, without any additional service, that is, owing to the
failure of the contractor on the New Orleans and Key West route.
By act of Congress §7,200 additional was also allowed between Bain-
bridge, Georgia, and Apalachicola, Florida, without additional ser-
vice. A route waa put in operation on the Missouri river on the Ist
of June last, at $85,000 per annum, including side mails by horse
or coach, and regular laml service during the suspension of naviga-
tion. Steamboat contracts were also made between Paducah, Ken-
tucky, and Cairo, Illinois, at 86,006 per annum; and between Columbus
and Bay Port, Florida, at $7,000; and a fourth weekly trip commenced
between New Orleans and St, Francinville, at 8,323,  On the other
hand, u reduction of $15,719 per annum was effected by discontinning
service between Chattanooga, Tennessee, and Decatur, Alabuma, and
curtailing the Nashville and Memphis route so as to end at Cairo,
Ilinois.  Such are the more prominent changes in the steamboat
service,

The length of coach reutes has been reduced 1,121 miles, and the
annual transportation 24,061 miles; while the expense has been
incrensed 870,470, or about 5} per cent., (810,000 lusu than would
appenr from comparing the cost on 30th June last with that reported
on 30th June, 1856, the latter having been short stated by that
amount.)

In the Statew of New Jersey, Pennsylvanin, Deluware, Maryland,
ad Ohio, where new contracts took effeet on Ist July, 1856, the
Tength of coneh youten warn decrensed 505 milex, wnd the annual
transportution 228976 milex, at an dnercased cost of 324752, At
the wun v time the railrond werviee and cost in tliose States were
Inrgely inereased =907 miles in dength of rontes, and 119,208 in the
Cost,

In the New Englamd States, during tho past yenr, the conch trans-
portation wan slichtly deereased, but the cont frercased §11,26:40 —the
smonnt sllowed Ly Congress to s fuiling contractor,

In Missouri thore in o seeming reduction of conch mervice 1,366
milen in Jength o routes, 137,960 milew snnusl trankportution, snd
43,174 in cont 3 hut it must be noted that the Missouri river cons
tract, above referzed to, absorbed much conch service, which, to a
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groat extent, will continue as such, although, under the circumstances,
unavoidably reported under the head of steamboat tran’ portation.

In Tennessee there is a disproportion between the miles and cost of
coach service, the cost ouly being increased. This is accounted for by
an allowance for expediting in the gap between the Virginis apAd
'l;lennensee au e East Tennessce and Virginia railroads, and ot..ei
changes.

Inﬁher States there have been no changes requiring special notice,
In some there have been reductione; but in most of them the coach
service, has been somewhat increased.

There is nothing ot note in »anr:>sivn with the California, Oregon,
Neow Mexico, Nebraska, and Kansas routes,

The cost of the Utah routes was increased $17,500 by the allowance
of that additional pay, under an act of Cungress, without any increased
service, on the route between Salt Lake and Sau Pedro.

The additional length of inferivr routes is only 1,582 miles, owing
partly to the fact that during the year cuding 30th Juue last com-
’mratively little new service ot this description was put in operation.
The large increase of such service reported 30th June, 1856, arose
from new routes established by Cougress, aounting to nearly 6,000
miles, in the northwestern and southwestern sections alone, and from
other extraordinary service,

The increated cost over that of 30th June, 1856, (§124,401,) may
be explained by the additional expense under the new contracts com-
mencing Ist July, 1856, in the middle section of the Union, (§63,533,)
while there wan a decrease in the length of routes of this grude; and
the allowance of $17,500 on the Salt Lake and Sun edro route,
without additional service, must also be tuken into account,

Ax ulrendy stated, the extension of railrond service haw been very
great; s in order to exhibit this more plainly, the increaso is given
separately in five geographical sections, us follows :

Additional

y Additionnl milex  Additional
Staton, UI"’ :::"I::L of transportation cont,
- oo Milva, N : T
Now England.voeieoercines cenies 1w 20,143 $11,149

New Jopany, Pennsylvaning, I)(’vlu‘\;n’nn, .I\lllr .
Innddy e Oy e sanemersareecvasnees w7 1,207,075 119,208
Vargmua, North Carolinn Nouth Corolin, and '

Grorgits seiaesss cvassnnannes 144 171,07n 19,5990
Michigne, Indsiann, Hhine He6 630, m8 71,7
Kentaek 7, Tewne

and bonisianig .y ik} RATRY T 27,085

Tottlveases vertrrencomennes 207 PR PR

The letting of new contracts for the term commencing [at July last
cmbruced the New England Ntates and New York,
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The following table shows the new service as in operation on the
3Cth September :

Milesin  Miles of annual ' Cont

Conveyance. length.  transpuriativa. !
6,413 ' §318,840
M 27,49
Coach... 9,967 | 2,468
Tuterior wi 10,258 i 144,093
Tetaleeeseeesacneeeces sosnnoneeass 7,008 15,454,612 1,098,749

Compured with the service on 30th June last, there appears to be a
decrease of 791 mile.. .n the length of routes, and 823,034 miles in the
unnual transportation, while the cost is fnereased $120,044,

In New England the annual transportation by railroad is decreased
885,876 miles; but this is morc nominal than real, owing to the fact that
a great portion of this grade of rervice in that saction has heretofore
been stated at twelve tripa n week, the contracts requiring the con-
veyance of mails as often as the cars run, while really but six tri
were performed.  Now, however, the serviee is reported as uctuulY;
existing. and there is no reduction of mail facilitics,

The cort is increaned §61,041,

Stenmboat transportation is increaved 147,784 miles, at a cost of
13,918,

Coach transportation iv deercased 320,474 miles, but the expense
inereasd 85,074,

Tnforior grades of service are inereased 360,925 miles in annual
teansportation, and {22,405 in cost.

Tn New Yol the vailrond transportation is inereased 293,328 miles,
ntacost of $10.268, Btenmbont service, deereased 161,664 miles, at a
decreased cost of 87,001, Coneh wervice, deerensed 142,381 miles, but
the cont inereesed 812,612, Inferior serviee, deereased 113,673 miles,
and cost inerensed $2,197.

On the 30t June lawt there were in service 406 route agents, at a
compenration off R310,900; 45 loeal ngents, at Z28 488 and 1,335
mnil wessengers, at S160.1255 mking a total of $109,813,  This
nmonnt, with the juerenrcd cost of kerviee commencing st July under
pew ecntrn b (812000 11) ndded o the enst of gervice ns in operation
on the Soth June Tast, ($6,622016,) mukos the total amount for the
curpent year 87001000,

This is independout of the cost of ocean mail kerviee,

Phore shonld alio be wdded the estimnted cost of improvements
mnde sinee Tst Jedy Bty (including the San Antunio and Ban Diego
rotte,) BONT RIS,

1 have caused o by put in operation a steamship route, twice s
oty between: San- Franciveo and Olympin, and o weekly line on
1'igget'n Monnd,

Alwoy s tri-weokly s foambont Tine Letween Napoleon and Pine Bloff,
Arkanaan; and o vemi-weekly line hetween Napoleon and Viekshurge s
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besides the daily mail on the Missouri river, already referred to, vis:
from Jefferson City to 8t. Joseph.

The overland route from 8an Antonio, Texas, to S8an Diego, Cali-
fornia, has also been successfully commenced.

I have also made a contract for conveying mails six times a week
botween Prairie du Chien and St. Paul, in coaches or sleighs, as
the case may be, during the suspension of navigation on the Upper
Misniesippi.

REVEXUE AND EXPENDITURES.

The comprehensive report of the Audiior, hereto appended, will be
found to contain a mass of statistics skilfully prepared. and vo judi-
ciously arranged as to present with clearness and precision the finan-
cial operations of the gepn.rlment, in their various branches, during
the past fiscal year.

The expenditures of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1857, including

ayments to letter carriers and for foreign pustages, amounted to
gl¥,508,057 93, viz:

Compensation to Postmasters.........ceeeeivenererennns oo $2,285,609 86
Ship, steamboat, and way-letters...ceeeeeiiisen . 17,694 76
Transportation, including foreigu mails.......... . 7,239,333 27

Wrapping paper....... N ceerer RN e 52,120 78
Office furniture, for post offices. 3,978 26
Advertising....coovnininiiiiinnnnnn, ceveres . 75,106 37
Mail bags .. QPPN 65,219 21
Blanks...c..cvveirevnnniennns P RN 117,170 87
Mail locks, keys, and stamps.... . . 12,287 50

Mail depredutmnu and special age (5,228 25

Clerks for offices—post offices...... 834,025 60
Postage stamps .ooovvnnneiieenenn 30,638 80
Btamped envelopes.......oovvei vvvverons . . 63,6097 74
Payments to letter carricrs. .o, ITTITTIPIRION 154,710 51
Re-payments for ¢ dead letters Cererereerenien 41 84
Miscellancous payments ... s 189,107 99
Payments for bulances on British mails.....oovneiieinn 207,008 83
Puymonts for balances on Bremen mails........ . o 5,187 44

211,508,057 93

If to the expenditures of the year, na stated, there be added the sum
of 8734 16 lost by compromising debts under the 3l wection of the
act of March 3, 1861, and if the wum of #1,121 93 gained by small
balunces earvied to ¢ Bunpense acconnt’” be dedueted, the net expen-
ditures for the year will be $11,607,670 16,




The gross revenue for the year 1857, including receipte from letter
carriers and from foreign postages, amounted to $7,353,951 76, vis:

Letter postage.. .....ccccuiceeeriiiiciinninrenccesneneesssseases $983,207 24
Stamps sold..................... 5,447,764 51
Newspapers and pamphlets. 634,863 51
Registered letters....... 35,876 87
Fines ....coeevnnnnens . 15 00
Receipts on account of emolumenta 79,351 00
Receipts on account of letter carrie 154,710 51
Receipts on account of dead letters.. 6,756 57
Extra compensation overcharged. vese 1,667 30
Miscellaneous receipta................ vesrrennens [RTCTRRRN 9,739 25

$7,%53,951 76

Bat if to the gross sum above stated be added the permanent annual
appropriations made by the acts of Murch 3,1847,and March 3, 1851,
in compensation for services rendered to the government in the trane-
portation and delivery of franked matter, the whole revenue of the
year will be $8,05%,451 76, being $3,453,718 40 less than the expen-
ditures.

ESTIMATES OF RECZIPTS AND EXPENDITURES IN 1858,
The aggregate sum appropriated by the

act of Congress approved March 3, 1837,

for the regular expenditures of the ycar

ending June 30, 1858, exclusive of the

transportation of foreign mails, of pay-

ments for foreign postages and to le:tr

COTTIErS, WBB...ooeeivsiirrvsss versssesssncnne $11,173,247
For Panama mails, act of March 3, 1857.. 135,000
For Charleston and Havana mail, act of

March 3, 1857....cccvvvinriiviinivinenrennnnee 50,000

For the transportation of the mails between
New York and lavre, and New York
and Bremen, undor the new contracts
authorized by the acts of March 3, 1845,
and July 2, 1836, there will be required

the aUm ofvvvveeeerininininnniinion i, 230,000
For payments to letter carriers, act of

March 3, 1851, estimated..c.veveerrnninnnns 165,000
Payments for foreign postages, estimated 300,000

Total........ e $13,068,347
The means applicable to dafray the fore-

foln expenditures consist of—

st. The balance standing to the credit of

the department on the Auditor's books
on the lst July, 1R67.....cvvcieeneiirennns 1,103,886

2d, The estimated gross revenue of 1858,
including foreign postages and receipts
from letter carriersu . vunivnnsnsnserinenns 7,795,188
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8d. Balances of appropristions made by !
Congress remaining in **e Treasurysub-

ject to requisition.........c. ... ennnanaee $1,623,000
§10,58 -
Leaving the sum of....cccecceevranerervrerierinienns 1,459,173 ¢

to be appropriated from the Treasury to d:fray the expenditures ot the
year 1858, as they have been authorized by luw,

In the foregoing statement I have not embraced the cases in - ich
Congress has by law directed particular services and madoe =;:~c. an-
propriations for them out of the Treasury, such as tl. -rausport tiu+ !
of the mail by sea between San Francisco, Cal., and Olympia, W 4",
between New Orleans and Vera Cruz, Mexico, and “ r the mait o~
Puget’s Sound, W. T., becsuse the means are upplic?! by the Trea-
sury upon the Pustmaster (General’s requisitions; and if they were
embraced as matters of receipt and expenditure, the resulting balance
to be provided for would atill be the same.

MONEY ORDERS.

The adoption of some plan for the more convenient and safe
remittanca of small sums of moneyt hrough the mails bymeans
of orders drawn upon ove postmaster by another having been fre-
quently urged upon this department as 8 matier worthy of its atten-
tion, it ia deemesoprnper here to state that, on the 312t Jauuary last,
my predecessor transmitted to the chairman of the Committee on the
Pust Office and Post Loads in the Vlouse of Representatives, in comn-

liance with his request, the outline of such o plan as might be put
in operation in this country. The submission of it does not appear
to have been accompanied by sty recommeondation of the depart-
ment, nor does it appear that the Hon. Co'nmittee acted upon the
subject, A system of remitting sums ot money not exceeding £5 ater-
ling (825) in amount was adopted by the British Post Office Depart-
ment in 1839, und some idca may be fermed of the growth and extent
of its operations from the following bricf statement derived from the
{\nr';uu'. Report of her Majesty's Purtrnus‘er Ueneral, dated Murch 17,
857:

Number and { o, y orders issued in the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland every fifth year, commencing with 1840,

Yenr ending— No. of orders immed  Aggregnte amount in
in suma not exceod- | pounds sterlivg.
ing £b steriing.

|

|

|
January b, 1840 188,031 £318,124
Junuary b, 1848 2,808, 808 b, 695, 808
December 81, 1850 4,439,713 §,494, 498
Decomber 31, 1886, 5,807,413 11,000,379
Drocember 81, 1836, .. vuivreaeeas PR 6,178,983 11,805,003

— A —
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OCEAN STEAMSRIP AND FORKIGN MAIL ARRANGEMENTS.

The contract with the Ocean Steam Nuvigation Company for
monthly trips between New York and Bremen, and New York and
Havre, tia Southampton, expiriag on the first of June last, it became
nocessary to make sume arrangements for the continuance of that
service, or leave the carrying of the European mails almost exclusively
to the lines running between Boston and Liverpool and New York
and Liverpool, on which twenty only of the seventy-two annual
voyages aie performed by American steamers. The Bremen and
Havre lines having, under the sanction of Congress, been in opera-
tion ten years, aflording direct communication between the United
States and the continent of Europe, and it not appeariug by its action
at the last session that it was the intention ol Cougress that they
should be discontinued on the cxpiration of the contract, I deemed it
my duty to make provision for their continuance another year. This
seemed proper, in view not only of the importance ot keeping up, and
it Eousiblc increasing, the direct commuaicaticn with the continent, in
order to avuid the expense of the English transit, but also for the
reason that I had official information of the intention of a Bremen
company to put on a line of semi-monthly steamers, ko us, in con-
nexion with an increased American line, to secure a weekly coramuni-
cation with the United States. In the menn time Congress may take
action on the subject. Under the old contract, the annuul compen-
sation for twelve round trips on the Bremen line was two hundred
thousand dollars; and on the Havre line, for the same number of trips,
one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.  The temporary coutract tor
the service on the Bremen line is with Cornelius Vanderbilt, and npon
the Havre line with the New York and Havre Steamship Compuny.
Each contract provides for thirteen round trips mmnul,y; sl the
compensation to be paid is limited to the United States postages, sea
sud inland, aceruing from the mails conveyed,  Thix, it will be ob-
served, is nvery considerable reduction upon the former pay, asuming
that the postages for the year will be nearly the sume s for the yenr
ended 30th June last, when on the Bremen line they amounted to
8124,193, and on the Havre line to 890,042, Moreover, it appeared
to be w fit oceasion to insugurate u kystem of selt-sustuining ocenn
mail service ; and I shall esteem it fortunate it the present temporary
srrangements lend, as I trust they may, to the adoption of thi us a
permanent system,

A contract haw been made with the Pannmn Bailroad Company for
the conveynnee of the mails, as frapently ae may be required, be-
tweon Aspinwall and Panama, at an annual compensation of oue
hundred thousand dollars, It took effect on the first duy of April
Jast, and in to continne until the firt of October, 1859, the dato of
expiration of the contract for the connecting lines from New York and
New Orleans to Aspinwall,  Prior to the first of April lnst, the price
of the isthmus servico was regulated by the weight of the wmils, the
law authorizing the payment of twenty-two conts n pound : and at
that rato the cost of the service for the year ended 31t Murch lust
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was $160,321, being $60,321 a year more than is now paid under the
contract.

The original contractors on the New Orleans and Vera Crus line
having abandoned the service, 1 made a temporary coutract with Mr,
C. K. Garrison for semi-monthly trips on the line at §1,210 Y3 the
voyage, or $29,062 32 a year. This is the same rate of compensation
paid the old coatracturs, who, aithough their contract called for three
trips a month, never performed but two. The present contiact will
expire on the 30th June next, the date fixed for the expiration of the
original contract.

By its terms, the contract with the P’acific Mail Steamship Company
for semi-monthly service frum Asturia, by San Francirco, &c., to
Panama, expires on the 1st October, 1858, while, under the decision
of the Navy Department, the contract of the connecting lives on this
side runs until Ist October, 1859, Therefore, to keep up the con-
nexion with the Pacific line, as provided by law, and as originally
' contemplated, it will be necersary to extend the contract on the Pacific

one year; and as the Pacific Mail Steamship Company have performed
. their service generally in a highly creditable and satisfactory manner,

I cheerfully recommend an appropriation for such extension.

The aggregate amount of postages (sea, inland, and foreign) on mails
transported during the year by the steamers of the New York and
Liverpoul (Colling) line was $210,463 08, which is a heavy decrease

a8 compared with the amounty ($461,575 94) of the previons fiscal
year. It should be observed, however, that the additional allowance

" to this line authorized by the act of 21xt July, 1852, having been ter-
winated on the 20th of February, 1857, and six yearly trips dis-
pensed with from and after that date, twenty round trips only, instead
of twenty-six, an formerly, wore performed during the year,

The poetages upon mails conveyed by the New York and Bremen
line were 137,754 78, und by the New York and Havre line
$97,950 05 ; being a decrease of $5,491 74 by the Bremen, owing to
the fact that much of the time there have been aeveral foreign stenmers
running and carrying ship letters on this Jine, aml an incrense of
§2,125 02 by the Havre line, aw compared with the fisenl yenr ended
S0th June, 1856,

The amount of letter postages upon mails exchanged during the
yeur with (reat Britnin won 8874,194 75 Prussia, $326,872 57,

¢ Bremen, 832,082 89 France, (from 1st April to 30th June, 1857,)
841,188 19 Hamburg, 81,059 60 ; being o decrease on British mails
of $23,4518 95, on Bremen mails of 83,708 86, and an increaxo on
Prussian closed mails of 827,406 86, compured with the preceding
yenr,

Of tho amount of postages on mailv exchanged with Great Britain,
$774,194 15 was collected in, the United States, and 8300,138 80 in
Grent Britain 3 the excess of United States and Britikh postages thus
colleetedd in the United Statew being 8274,061 45, In Jike wanuer,
an excenn of 895397 95 of the postages upon maile exchanged with
Prussin, and of #32,494 16 on mails exchanged with Bremen, wus

. collected in this country,
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The gross amount of United Btates postage, sea and inland, on
mails tranuportml during the year, was—

By the Collins :ine (20 round trips)..........cccoerecrennnnne $189,456 61
Bremen line (12 round trips). . 124,193 81

Havre line (12 round trips)........ ... 90,042 47

The ocean postage upon mails conveye by the Collins line
amonnted t0..uueune eeveersaninns resunesesesenssensaonstsnrennnnne $154,445 493
By the Bremen line . 84,231 19
Havre line 73,716 37

The following statistics will exhibit the opeuhon of the United
States and British postal treaty during the last four years:

Number of letters and newspapers conveyed in the open mail between the
United States and Great Britain from July 1, 1853, fo June 30,
1857, inclusive, viz:

By United Btates stoamers. l By British steamers.

Year— ot S e =

Letters. ; Newspapers. | Letters | Newspupers.

_— ' ' :
Ending Juno 30, 1854 . 1,608,838 | 901,477 | 8,740,866 1,571,209
Ending Juvne 30, 1835 . 2,026,7°7 ’ 1,717,130 1,815,501 1,377,470
Ending June 30, 1856 . 2,017,209 1,662,825 | 1,#01,859 1,833, 1x0
Ending June 30, 1837 . 1,220,733 ! 1,178,629 l 32,658,401 3,143,428
6,860,667 | 5,520,001 ‘ 9, 106, b6 8,625, 881
|

Ongm of the above mrreupondcnw.

' Hent from the Unleed States, Recvived fromn Great Britain,
Yoar— ]

E Lattors, Nowspapern. Twttors, Nowspapers.
Ending Juno 30, 1854 .‘ 2,137,611 1,813,471 2,199,008 060,105
¥nding June 30, 1885 . 1,087,072 1,076, 38K 1,908,650 ' 1,110,913
Ending June 80, 1860 .1 1,007,871 1,054, 102 1,011,867 1,241,013
Ending June 80, 1887 .. 1,917,084 4,041,460 1,961, 142 1,200,880
7,900, 6RK 7,488,521 7,078,448 4,001,915

| .
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Amount of postages collected in eack country.

J Collected by United States. Collected by Great Britain.
Year— - _— -

1 Paid ent.  Unpald receired.  Paid sent. I ""npaid reeeived.

Ending June 30, 1854 .  $276,459 09  $363,326 52  $146.594 53 $193, 268 16
Endiog June 30, 1855 . 276,060 78 328,046 41 141,886 27 143,708 98
KEnding June 30,1856 . 294,634 28 306, 397 12 150,942 18 145,675 12
Ending June 30, 1857 . 273,386 72 300,808 03 154,423 68 145,709 62

1,120,840 87 1,298,578 08 633,846 6G | 628,356 88
1,120, 540 K7 638,846 66

Total collections in Unitod States ... :,m._iuz 95 InGreat Britaini 1,262,203 54

Excess of British postages collected by the United States over and above
total amount of Unifed Stales postages colleoted by Great Britain.

Year— Amount.
Ending Junc 30,1854 ......... $175,367 11
Ending June 30, 1855, 64,820 64
Ending June 80, 1856 ..o oerenrceenncceoncacancens asmcves R4, 530 RS
Ending June 30,1857 cieenaiieiacennannen coves maccsnsrmcasnensacans 103, 287 47
Total excess In four years.coeeeneneecceccananereasecvenaeneaess 518,006 05

Number, in ounces, of letters conveyed in closed mails through the terri-
tories of the United Slates and Great Britain from July 1, 1853, to
June 30, 1857, inclusive,

LU 8, closod mals In } British closed mails in transit through
tranait  through ’ the United Btates,

England,
Yoar—

U, Ktaten and Prun-

|
| Canads malls.  Culifornta, Havans,
sian closed maiin. | ! &e.

Foding June 30, 185, .| 227, 856 ounoen. } 206,334} ounces, | 25,022} ouncen.
Endlng Juna 30, 1838, . . 814,461 344,300 " 24, 300 1"
Eading June 30, 1856, i 814,808 ¢ | 361,080 “ 20,443 "
Ending Juno 30, 1K6T.... 341,885 ¢ 1 200,323 25,7084
olal U. ¥, closed malls.. 1,198,800 * | 953,487 % | los,619
| o8 4ar

‘ Total Br. closed mnlll“ 1,001,008 ¢
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Number of newspapers conveyed in dosed mails through the lerritories
of the United States and Great Britain from July 1, 1853, to June
30, 1857.

U. & malls in transit  British malls in trmsit through the

thro' gh England. United State.
Year— ]
. U. 8. and Prussian Cunada mails. | California, Havana,
closed mails. i &e.
| !
—— - . - VT
Fnding 30th June, 1854, 50,417 790,046 49,044
Euding 30th June, 1855, 49,953 | 996, 893 35,308
Ending 30th June, 1856. 65,722 £09, 197 50,732
Euding 301k June, 1857.! 90,486 976,244 52,078
256,518 3,573,379 187, 047
187,047
8,759,426

Nork.=The transit charge upon newspapers is 2 cents each in cither country.

The Atlantic conveyance of clesed mails was performed as follows, viz:

By United States steamers. ‘ Ry British stenmers,

Year— ' .
Lettors, Newspapers. | Letters, Newspapers.
in ouneca, LN utinces,
Fuding d0th June, 1854, 122, 9421 46,763 335, RT0 842,744
Ending 30th June, 1855, 269, 318 209, 311 317,718} N2, T40
Ending 3000 June, 1856, 262,511 205,186 330,400 840, 505
Ending duth June, 1857, 159, 308 07, 141 | 461, 208} 1,021, 664

814, 160 748,851 | 1,445,255 3,'117;(}.’»:!

Layments made for the (ransit conveyance of closed mails,

Your— . By Great Britain to By the United Ktatos

. Unfted Ktates, to Urent Britain,
Endding 301h Sune, 1454 #54,826 2) | #01,920 B8
Fnding S0t June, 1555 H4,47) 08 - 100, 503 92
Enting S0h June, x40 L ®4, 127 53 115,598 65
Enelbne g0th June, I857 64, 19 160,848 90
285, 804 13 467,808 05

28R, 04 12

Balance In favor of the Beithh oMee conivinvnneeanennna, 170,008 38
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Balances due the Uniled States on adjusiment of accounts with Prussia,

Fiscal year ended June 80, 1834 .. ..o ooimnnannnnaa. cececseccanss  $70.412 13
Fiscal year ended June 30, 1838 - 69,694 11

Fiscal year ended June 39, 1586, 45,305 70
Fiscal year ended Junce 30, 1887...... 43,501 3¢
Total lalance in favor of United States In 4 years............. ea. 228,913 28

Balances due Great Britain on adjustment of accounts,

For flacal year caded June 30, 1834......... etesecencensacccasraaacnn $195, 522 R
For tiscal year ended June 30, 1-85.. 11,164 65
For tiseal year ended June M, 1886 . 108,261 37
For fiscal yeur ended June 30, 1857. ... 264,918 #9

"Fotal balance aguinst the United States ind yeans. ..o ... G610, 86T 59

It will be seen that the excess of British postage alone collected
in the United States is very considerable, amounting the last year
to 3193,287 47. This, as explained in previous reports, results dis-
advantageously to this department, inasmuch as is postmasters are
paid commissions for collect:ng. Ita expenses the lust year on this
account have been not less than 75,000, The large increase in the
excess of last ycar arises mainly from the circnmstance that nearly
two-thirds of the trans-Atlantic mails have been conveyed by the
Cunard line of British mail packets, and, when thus conveyed, nearly
four-filths of the postage goes to the British government, saying no-
thing of the still greater proportion it receives on mails so conveyed
for countries heyond Engluml. In the final settlement, too, it will
be obrerved that the balance is every year largely aguinst the United
Staten, and that for the year ending 30th June Jast it reached the sune
of 8264,018, A part of this, however, to wit: 843,501, has been re-
ceived back in the balance paid to the United States on final adjust-
ment by the Prussinn oflice, thus redueing our indebtedness to
#220,417. Under the arrangement with Prassin, the balance is in
tuvor of thiy department, beenase the United Stutes provides for the
ocean wn well ns British transit conveyance of the Pruskinn closed
mails s but the general balavee must continne to o largely agninst
the Univa States while wo great a proportion of the mails are con-
veyed by British puckets,  Whether it v more desrable to be subject
to this cutluy for the transmission of our mails sbrowd than to ineur
probubly wstill grester expense in fully providing our own means of
ocenn transportation, is for the wisdom of Congress to determine. It
fortunately, ns Dieforo suggested, onr steamship conpunies, sided by
receipte from pussengors and merchundise, shall find suflicient en-
conrngement to establish lines of steamers and enrry the nnils for the
postugen thereon, it will e w great point gained, On this prineiple,
were it practicable, [ wondd bo plenwd not only to ses the namber of
trips increased npon existing lines, ‘m;'tivulurly to the eantinent, hut
all the linew put in operation which buse been or tay be projected by
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our enterprising citizens. Among these are the proposed lines frr
Norfolk to Milford Haven; from New Orleans to Bordeaux; from N
York to Antwerp, Hamburg, or Gluckstadt; from Savaonah to Pat
in South America; from Panama to Valparaiso, &c. This whoi
subject is worthy the serious consideration of Congress; and I ven
ture to hope that such activn mav be taken upon it, at an early day
as that the department may clear.y understand its duty in the pren
ises. Whether the present lines are to be continued, and the tri
increased, on the expuration of the contracts, or new ones establisher.
at a cost, in each instance, exceeding what tbei' mAy earn in go i
ages, and, if s, at what expense, in each case, I respectfully submi.
to Congress to decide.

A postal conventivn has been concluded between the United States
and France, having been signed on the part of the United States by
my immediate predecessor, and on the part of France by the French
ninister, on the 24 of March last, and has been in operation since the
first of April. The rate of postage for letters of the weight of one-
quarter ounce or under ix fifteen cents, irrerpective of the route,
whether through England or direet, by which they are conveyed.
France accounts to (ireat Britain for the British sea, and transit
posta e, a8 explained in the articles of agreement hereto annexed.

lis is the first postal convention between the two countries.

A postal convention has also been concluded with the Hanseatic
reprbiic of Hamburg, similar in all respects to that existing between
the United States and Bremen—the rutes of postage under both be-
ing the same. It was finally exceuted in June last, and went into
cffeet on the first of July, I'he articles are annexed,

Negotintions are pending for & radical change of our postal ar-
rungements with Great Britain ; but as the proposition of the British
oflice, fn its present shape, cnnnot be m-('w(od to, and as it involves,
also, o preliminery agreement requiring the sanction of the treaty-
muking powers, definite netion upon it has been necessarily postponed
for the present.

CITY POSTS,

With the view to facilitate the receipt and delivery of letters in New
York, Boston, and Philadelphin, the postmasters in thowe citios have
been inwtructed to muke improvements in their letter-carvier system to
the full extent anthorized by law.  In New York, | fonnd that nearly
everything had been done that could be neeomplished under existing
Tawx, exeept the transmission of drop letters direet to their address
withont goin:e into the main office, which in now done,  8ix stations,
or stib-oflicen, had been established, at which, as well as at the prin-
cipal office, the letters were worted snd passed into the hands n} the
curriers ; and A Tnrge nnmber of hoxes for the colloction of letters had
been placed at convenient. distanees thronghout the city,  On all
lotters through the mnil the enrriers reccive two conts cach for do-
livery, and on drop lettern one cent. 1 had hoped to be able to reduce
the (h-livvrr fee to the uniform price off one cent; but thin was found
impractienble in New York and Philadelphia, innstnuch as the law
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requires that the entire cost of delivery shall be defrayed out of the
carriers’ receipts. In Boston, where the districts are all compara-
tively densely populated, one cent a letter is made to pay. The post-
ayge on drop {eum, including the carrier’s fee, is now two cents ; and
upon the improved plan now adopted for their delivery direct from
the main office, or the nearest station, as the case may be, it is believed
that the public convenience will be fully subserved. In each of these
cities there are to be from four to six deliveries a day, and the letters
for mailing, &c., are to be collected and disposed of as frequently as
occasion may require. I do not feel at liberty to advise the free de-
livery of letters by carriers; but I would recommend a modification of
the present la— : as to give the Postmaster General authority to
have the delivery .uade at one cent a letter, whether the carriers’ re-
ceipts are suflicient to meet expenses or not. It the improved system
is found to work satisfactorily in the three cities above mentioned, it
is my purpuse to extend it to all the other principal cities in the
United States,

EXPRESS AGENTS.

One of the prominent subjects which have demanded my attention
is that of providing more effectually for the regularity and safety of
maiis conveyed on railroads. Owing to the large munber of separate
bags on the great through lines, the frequent changes of cars, and the
brief time allowed, in most cases, tor that purpose, great care '8 neces-
sary to guard against mistakes and lorses, This is more especially
important to the letter-mail pouches, which are exchanged between
the principal citics and towns having railrond connexions in all sec-
tions of the country, however remote,  Inorder that they may receive
due attention at all points, agents of this department are required,
and also a regular kystom of accountability for the performance ot their
duties. The beginning of such a system was made by my immediate
predecessor, and my aim has been to extend and improve it as much as
possible, [t sunin fentures aro, briefly, as follows : In the post offices
at the endn of each separate route, as apportioned to mail agents, (sny
Washington and Philadelphia,) and at the prominent intermediate
points, lists are kept, showing the ponches forwarded 5 which lists are
receipted by the route or mail ageut, who thus becomes directly re-
uynnuihlo for & certain number of pouches for certain specitied points,
Upon delivering the xame into post oftices, to mail messengers, or to
an ngent on a conneeting route, he takes receipts to show the fulfil-
ment of his dutiea.  In addition, it is 1equired, on some rontes, that
full and earcful neeonnts be kept, in book form, of ull pouches, ko as
to show where they ure received, how lubelled, and how disposed of,
By wuch menna it becomen practicable to traco mimsing pouches, and
there in alwo kept wlive n senne of rexponsibility on the part of ngents,
impelling them to greater watchtulness in pesforming dutiex which,
from their Inhorious und monotonous nuture, might otherwine inwen-
sibly become, in & measure, mechanical, and not oceupy so much of the
mind aw their importance demands,  Morcover, all irregularities in
suy way chargeable to agents can bo traced to their true source, so
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that suspicion in no case attaches to innocent parties. For such rea-
sony, apart from an interest in the service generally, which is presumed
to be felt by all agents ot the department, the system in question has
commcaded itself favorably to all who have been called on to give it
attention. Its details are not yet perfected ; but it is regarded as the
beginning of a work which must be gradually advanced aud improved,
under the teaching ot expericnce, uotil it shall fully accomplish that
for which it is designed.

Experiments have been made on the great railroad lines between New
York and Montgomery, Alabama, and Nashville, Tennessee, which
have shown the advantages of the system as now existing, and given
smple encouragement that it will be made more usetul in the future,

On sume of the priucipal western lines—as from Buffulo, New York,
to Chicago, [llinois, and St. Louis—. unts of mail pouches are kept,
bat not quite so satistactorily as on the other lines referred to, owing
chiefly to the fact that the larger proportion of what are called through
mails go by “express trains,’ in charge of baggage masters, and not
the agentsof this department.  Thelatter travel on other trains, for the
purpose of delivering mails to numerous post offices on the way where
“eoxpress teaine” do not regularly stop; and it has been considered an
unnecessary expense to appoint agents simply to deliver bags, when
the railroad companies nre paid as well for that service as for convey-
ing them, there being express stipulations to that effect in all con-
traets,  These views are undoubtedly correct in theory ; but experience
haw shown that railrond companies cannot be made to appoint perrons
to give the mails due attention in all cases, and there is, therefore,
no alternative but to multiply largely the number of agents of the
department on all great routes where important mails now go without
them,  In addition to the western routes just alluded to, there are
many others of equal grade in the same entegory.  The principnt
mnils between Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington, and the
want, for instance, have been nominally enved for by baggage masters,
but who, having other duties cqually it not more important in their
estimation, have not always duly attended o the mails.  Especially
in it founcd that they eannot be induced to account for pouches, ny
desired by the department, Believing that such o state of things
shonld be remedied, [ huve pliced agzentson the express tines hetween

saltimore and Clneinnati, and Philadelphia il Cineinnati, and re-
grived caeh one to e throreh the whole distanee between those eities,
Ntarting, say at Baltimore, an agent will give a reccipt for the severnl
pouches aeeording to their dstination, and the snme will also be
eatered o way DL Formails veceived and delivered on the voute,
receipts are fo be exchanged and cnteies made on the *hill,"" wnd the
ngent will o threongh in the shortest pasible time to Cineinnnti,
and deliver his mails el way bill for examination at the post oftiee,
1 detiwined from any cnee, hew Lo go forward by the firsd opportu-
nity, ek in no case fo sllow passengers to catstep bimeg and he must
report to the postmanters the particutars ol b delays, with their
canttaen, for publication, tmmedintely on renching bis final destination,
s that tha public shatl he fally mtormed on the subject, and know
where blame restw, Tu thiv way one individou! is held responsible,
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without chanoe of evasion, for the whole distance; whereas, under
the ordinary division of duties, the mails would pass through the
hands of perhaps five or six persons, rendering it always diffioult and
sometimes impracticable to know with certainty, in oase of irregulari-
ties, who is really blameable.

Similar agencies will be established between New York and Cincin-
nati, sud Cincinnati and 8t. Louis, and on other great routes, and all
possible precantions adopted to insure the regularity and safety of the

It is frequently charged that the mails have not uniformly equal
expedition with travellers on railroads ; and, inscéar as this may be
the fact, it is considered attributable to the want of attestion to the
mails on the express lines which are without agents of this department,
The evil, therefore, can only be remedied by employing additional
agents to accompany mails long distances without changing, and
guard against all delays that can possibly be avoided, and especially
to see that passengers enjoy no advantages over the mails, but that
both are equally expedited under all circumstances.

It may be proper to add in this connexion that the preparation of
all necessary forms and instructions for maintaining accountability on
routes where this work is already commenced, and for extending it
generally as proposed, will involve an amount of additional labor
which cannot be performed with the present clerical force.

NEW ORLEANS AND NEW YORK ROUTE.

For a number of years the attention of Congress and of the commer-
cial public has been directed to the necessity of adopting measures to
insure greater speed and regularity in the transmission of the mails
between New York and New Orleans, the recognized centres, as these
cities are, of two great commercial circles, conducting by far the larger

rtion of the importing and exporting trade of the whole country.

he interest felt in the subject has been manifested, from time to time,
in the presentation to Congress of memorials from citizens, chambers
of commerce, and State legislatures, praying that means might be
omployed to effect inoreasod expedition and certainty in the transmie-
sion ol these wails; and in the subsequent passage of resolutions, by
both Houses, calling on the Postmaster General to report the causes
of the failures and delays referred to by the memoriunlists, and to state
whether any and what legislation was necessary to accomplish the
object of their prayers.

The great northern nnd southern mails are transperted by railroad
from New York, wia Philadelphia, Washington, Richiaond, Peters-
burg, Weldon, Wilmington, Kingsville, Augusta, Millin, Macon, and
Colunbus, to Montgomery, thenco by coach to Btockton, and thence
by stcamboat to Mohile and Now Orleane. The service is twice daily
botween Now York and Montgomery, and daily between Montgomery
wul Now Orloaus, The time prescribed in the contract achednles for
the peiiormance of the through trip is six days; but the instancos in
which this spevd is actually attained constitute rather the excoptions
than the rule, Of 627 mails sent from New York to New Orlcans

Vol, {i——63
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within the year ending 31st March, 1856, only 168 were carried
throngh in six days, the time occupied in the tramsportation of the
remaining 464 ranging from sevem to twelve days. Of 369 mails
sent in the same year from New Orlesss to New York, only
153 were carried through in six days, the remaining 216 rangiog from
weven to fourteen days. Of 651 mails eent from New York to New
Orlesns within the year ending 81st March, 18567, only 169 were
oarried through in six days, the remaining 492 ranging from seven to
twenty days, Of 363 mails sent in the same year from New Orleans
to New York, 161 were carried through in six days, the remaining
903 ocoupying from seven to sixteen days. No mail was received at
New Orleatis from New York on sixty-five several days within the
year ending 81st March, 1866 ; and on ninety-six several days within
the same year no mail was received at New York from New Orleans.
Thirty-five similar failures occurred at New Orleans during the year
ending 81st March, 1857, and ninety-seven at New York. The
failures at intermediate points, going south, during the year ending
81st March, 1856, amounted to 381; going north, to 263. During
the year ending 31st March, 1857, the failures going south were 284 ;
?in% north, 324, The nver;ge time ocoupied in the performanoce of
the through trip from New York to New Orleans, during the year
ending 8Ist March, 1866, was seven days, four hours; from New
Orleans to New York, seven days, one hour. For the year ending
81st March, 1857, the average time from New York to New Orleans
was seven days, three hours; from New Orleans to New York, six
days, twenty hours. The shortest time either way, in either year, was
six éays; the longest going south, in the year ending 31st March,
18566, was twelve days; goin% north, fourteen days. In the year
ending 31st March, 1857, the longest time going south was twenty
days; going north, sixteen days.

he Inconvenience occasioned by these delays and failures is aggra~
wvated by the fact that by tar the larger ﬁortion of them occur within
the winter mooths—from October to March, inclusive—comprising
the Eeriod during which the great mass of the commercial operations
of the year transpire, Thus, of the 163 mails carried through in six
days from New York to New Orleans in the year ending 31st ot March,
1858, only forty-six were transmitted within the winter months.  Of
183 carried through in six days, in the same year, from New Orleans
to New York, only forty-three were tiansmitted within the winter
months, Of 159 carried thrcugh in six days from New York to New
Orleans in the year ending 31st of March, 1857, ouly fifty-six were
transmitted during the winter scason, And of 161 carried through
in six days, in the same year, from New Orleans to New York, only
forty-nine were transmitted during the winter months, Of sixty-five
failures, in the year ending 31st of March, 1856, to receive any mail
at New Orleans from New York, forty-six occurred during the winter,
Of ninety-six fuilures, in the same year, to reccive any mail at New
York from New Orleans, fitty-four ocourred in the winter. Of thirty-
five similar failures at New Orleans in the year ending the 3lst of
March, 1887, thirty ocourred in the winter; and of uinety-seven at

Wew York, sixty-one occurred in the winter. Nearly four-fifths of

44____”_‘ -
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all the failures at intermediate points, in each &au, transpired during
the winter months. The average time of the through trips from New
York to New Orlesus for the six summer months ending with Sep-
tember, 1855, was six days, eighteen hours; for the six nousdm
winter mouths, the & was seven days, Afdeen bours; for
hg:h:r seven days, four hours. The aversge tize from New Orleans
to f‘ork, for the same year, was, for the summer, six days, eleven
hours ; for the winter, seven days, fourtesn howrs; for both, seven
days, one hour. The average time from New York to New Orleans
for the six summer months ending with Beptember, 1856, was six
days, seventeen hours; for the six sucoseding winter mouths, seven
days, thirteen hours ; for both, seven days, three hours. The av
time, the same year, from New Orleans vo New York, was, for the
sumrmer, six days, nine hours; for the winter, seven days, eight
hours; for both, six days, twenty hours.

The causes uniformly assigned for these failures and delays are such
a8 these : “ Cars off the track,”’ ¢ Collision of traine,”’ *‘ Machiner
deranged,”’ ¢ High winds,” ‘‘ Snow storms and ice,”” *‘ Snow drifts,”
“Road injured by heavy rains,’”’ ¢ Bridge brokea,”’ &c. They are
such, too, as necessarily attach to the description of service employed.
The line between New York and New Orleans is composed of sixteen
different links, or routes, the service on each being performed under a
separate and distinct contract, having annexed to it, as a material
part, a schedule of departures and arrivals, by which the contractors
are to be respectively governed. To secure the apeediest practicable
transmission of the mails over the whole line, the connexions between
' these links must necessarily be close, and each separate road must be
put np to its greatest average running power. Uunder these circum-
stances, a very slight accident upon any one of the roads ocoasions a
failure on its part to form a connexion with the succeeding link, and
the consequence is a loss, in the through trip, of twelve or twenty-
four hours, accordingly as the service on that part of the line is double
or single daily, Periods ocour every winter when the trunsmission of
the mail is suspended for days together by reason of snuw storms,
During the last winter it was arrested for ten days at one point on the
line, and at others for seven, eight, and nine days together,

Among the routes established by law durinﬁ the first nession of the
i thirty-fourth Congress were two described in the following words, viz:
- ¢ From Cedar Key, Florida, to New Orleans, Louisiaua, in steamers,’’
‘From Fernandina, Florids, to New York, New York, in stecamers.”’

In advertising these routes, the department, belioving that they
were designed, in connexion with a railroad in course of constraction
across the peninsula of Florida, from Fernandine to Cedar Koy, to
constitute n new route from New York to New Orleaus, with a viow
to the specdier and more certain tranamnission of the great northern
and southern mails, invited bids for tri-weekly and alwo for daily ser-
vioe, and requented bidders to state the least time in which they would
\ guaranty to perform the trip. The railroad part of the line was not
! embraced in the advertinement, the act of 1845 (section 19) autho-
| rizing the Postmaster Gteneral to contract for the trunsportation of

the mails on railroads with or without advertising.
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In response to the invitations of the department, the Florida Rail-
road Company presented the following proposals, viz:

1st. To carry the mails tri-weekly in steamers between Cedar Ke
and New Orleans, the trip to be performed in thirty-eight hours eac
'.gy& at $110,000 per annum,

To carry the mails tri-week:g in steamers between Fernandina

and New York, the trip to be pe:

ormed in seventy-five hours each
wnsyd at $165,000 per annum,

. To carry the mails tri-weekly or daily in steamers from New '

York to Fernandina, thence by railroad across the peninsuls of Flo-
rida to Cedar Key, and thence in steamers to New (sfleans.nnd back,
the trip each way to be performed within five days, at $300,000 per
annum for tri-weekly, or $500,000 per annnm for daily service—to

commence on the completion of the railroad between Fernandina and
Cedar Key, and the contract to be renewed for four years from the

expiration of the current term, (i. e., June 80, 1859.)
n & subsequent correspondence between the department and the
bidders they gave assursuces of their ability to perform the through trip

ordinarily within four days, and stated that in fixing five aa the limit '

they had allowed ample mergin for any such detentions as were likely
to result from accidents, head winds, or storms, They also submitted
the following modification of theirs:roponll, vig:

“The company will perform a daily service thronghout the year
for the sum of $456,250.

“To insure a five-days mail, they will guaranty the time; or, in
other words, no pay will be demanded for any trip not performed
within five days between the terminal points of the route, viz: New
York and New Orleans,

¢ The company vill also stipulate that & .ny time during tho con-
tract, when required by the department, upon three months’ notifica-
tion, they will cunvey & mail frora Cedar Key to Aspinwall, Greytown,
or Huasacualco, (as preferred by the d&mfment, and back, twice
monthly, and from Cedar Key to Key West and Havana and back
twice monthly, the compensation for Yoth services to be $100,000 per
annum,

“The time between (fedar Key and Aspinwall guarantied not to
exceed one hundred and twenty hours, and between Cedar Key and
Havana not to exceed thirty-five houra.

“If (reytown or Huasacualco be selected, the timo to be propor-
tionately reduced.

¢ The service to Havana and the Pacific crossing to wtart from
Tnm]&n, instead of Cedar Key, when the road to that point is com-

pleted,”’
! The transportation of the great northern and sonthern mails by the

})rnponvd new route would obviously be free from many of the cansexof

nterruption and delay to which tho land route in subject, The wholo
line would e under contraot to a single party, with a schedule fixing
the ‘-erlml within which the entire trip nhoul(hm perforined ; whereas,
by the present arrangement, i cteen different partiew are employed in
the service, with separate achedules, each of which must be exactly
compliod with to insure the performance of the throngh trip in con-

j
|
i
|
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trect time. The running time proposed, also, is one day less than the
least in which it has proved practicable to transport the mails by
land, and more than two days less than the actual average. The

iability of mails to depredation and to misdirection by frequent over-
hauling and distribution would be obviated, in the ﬁro nm;‘go-
ment, by enclosing the matter in crates or boxes in New York or New
Orleans and transporting it unopened to its destination ; and thus,
also, the abrasion of , with the consequent liability to lcss of
directions, &c., would be prevented—a consideration of no small value,
in view of the generally condition of the document mail cn its
arrival in the southwestern States, and the too frequent failure of such
matter to reach its proper destination.

The establishment of the proposed service, while it would not inter-
fare with the carriage of the local mails on tha inlund route. would
reliove the department from liability to embarrassments under which
it has at times been placed in consequence of being dependent on &
single line for the transmission of the through mails; and it would be
productive, both to the department and the public, of other advantages
naturally srising from the competition it would create.

The inducement it would offer to the mercantile community to
insure the due transmission of their communications by duplicate let-
ters, to be forwarded by both routes, would be a source of increased
revenue tothe department; and the greater speed and certainty it
promises would have the effect of relieving the mail servico, to some
extent, from the competition of the telegraph.

By conveying the mails for California upon the proposed route as
far as Cedar Key, and forwarding them thence by a separate steamer
to Aspinwall, Greytown, or Huasacualoo, and by substituting the
branch proposed from Cedar Key to Key West and Havana for the

resent Charleston and Havana line, and for that dpurl‘. of the New

rleans and Key West line between Cedar Key and Key West—say
half the route—an annusl saving of $285,000 wou'd be effucted. In
such event, this saving should ke deducted from the cost of the pro-
posed daily service, to show the net additional expense to the depart-
ment, which would thus be reduced to $181,250 per annum,

Upon the question of accepting the proposals for this service, con-
sidering the uncertainty of t.l!le eriod at which the railroad portion of
the proposed line will be completed, I have been unablo, thus far, to
announce to the bidders any definitive determination. Dut the subject
is referred to hore becanse it is deemed to be one of vast public interest,
in view of the promise which the contemplated pew arrangement
affords of so meatorinlly facilitating the communication betwcen the
two sectious and the two great commercial capitals of the country,

THE MAIL SERVICE ON THE MISSISsIPPI RIVER BELOW THE OHIO.

The river is divided into the followiny sections, for distribution of
the local mails at tho ditferent towns and offices on it:

Route 7305.— New Orleans to Ht. Francisvillo, 170 miles, four times
8 week, by stcumboats,




Route 7809,—New Orleans, vis 88, Francisville, o Vicksburg, 807
miles, three times & week, by steamboats.

Note.—This arrangement makes the service daily between New
Orleans and 8t. Francisville, and three times a week between 8¢,
Francisville and Vicksburg.

Route 7499.—Vicksburg to Napoleon, 330 miles, twice a week, by

steamboats.

Route 7612.—Napoleon to Memphis, 303 miles, twice s week, by
steamboats,

Besides these four subdivisions for Jooal purposes, there is the grest

k mail, No. 7809, from New Orleans to Cairo, which, like all
the others, will expire the 30th Jue next.

The department recommends that, on the expiration of the present
contracts, another subdivision be added, from Memphis to Cairo, so
that the plan for mp&lying the local mails to the various towns and
letitflzmenu between the Ohio and New Orleans may be adequate and
uniform.

As to the great through mail from Cairo and New Orleans, the
is indulged that there will be no neceesity for coutinuing it on the
river, as at present. When first ordered by Congresa, there was great
and obvious propriety in it; but the progress since made in construoting
several railways nearly parallel with it has put a new as on the

uestion. By the 30th June next, it is believed that the railvroad
rom New Orleans to Jackson, Canton, &c., will be so far completed
that, with one or two short stage lines between the unfinished portions,
the mails mai be conveyed over itin mnearly half the present time,
and with much more certainty and niuluity. This may confidently
be anticipated with respect to so much of said road as is south of the
Tennessee line, Thence it is already completed to Jackson in the
latter State, snd, from the progress making and expected, it is prubable
that the great through mails may, at no distant day, be conveyed on
the entire line to and from Csiro with infinite advantages over the
present river route.

The department, however, desires the power to make river contracts
for & shorter term than four years, as at present, so as to continue that
mode of conveyance until sufficient progress is made with the above
or sny other parsllel route to anthorize the transfer of the entire
through mail acrvice from the river,

The personal acquaintance of the Postmaster General with that
rivor, and the investigation of the fines heretofore imposed on the con-
tractors for the present mervice, fully convince him that no regular
and expeditions tranaportation of the mails need ever to be looked for
on so long a route, at any reasonable compensation. If the contractors
shall be required, by oxprean provision, to take on thomselves all the
risks and losses growing out of the ice in winter, the low waters of
summer and fall, and of the fogs that prevail at nearly every season of
the year, th?' will covenant to perform the service, but only at enor«
mous rates. In making ont bids, they would estimato liberally for all the
trips that may be lost, all the failures to arrive in schedule time, and sll
the failures to connect with other routes, whether arising trom ice,




low water and fogs, the breaking of machinery, or other casualties, of
whatever nature. Thus enormous prices would be paid, and, after
all, on acoount of the physical impossibility in some osess and usavoid-
able accidents in others, the regular and punctual service rﬂnird
would not be obtained. The express servioce, on horseback, established
by a former able head of this department, Sllr. Kendall,) farnishes an
aptillustration of this subject. He exprossly advertised RO excuses
would be received, and the consequence was, that when a failure took
place the fine or forfeiture was deducted unconditionally; but to
this the contractor could well afford to submit, having amply allowed
for it in his bid, and obtained & contract accordingly at a high price,

In the existing contract, however, for transporting mails between
New Orleans and Cairo, there was no express provision that the oon-
tractors should take on themselves all the risk of failures by physical
causes or unavoidable accidents, such as ice, unprecedented low
waters, fogs, damage to machinery, &c.; and hence due allowance
was to be made for them, as in the case of all other contracts, con-
strucd and enforced as they have been in the long and uniform
practioe of the department.

Cougress, on the last night of the last session, enacted, with refer-
enoe to this case, ¢ That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby,
authorized to re-examine and adjuet all questions arising out of fines
imposed upon the contractors for carrying the mails on the Mississippi
river,”’—(Act of 8d March, 1857.)

Under this law several applications were made for the remission of
fines and forfeitures under late contracts for services on the Mississippi
river; but, as the act seemed to the department to have been only in-
tended to embrace existing contracts now in course of being carried
out, such applications were not considered, under a rule, well settled,
not to review or reverse the decisions of a former head of the depart-
ment, unless something existed on the record showing that he himaself
intended to have re-examined the case,

The act of Congress above quoted, referring to the present case,
took it out of this rule, and the decision of the department is shown
by the separate statement marked A in the appendix. The amount re-
mitted may appear large; but, according to law and the testimony
taken in the case, and the practice in similar cases, the departinent
seemed not to be warranted in making it less.

The irregularity of the service, as fully ascertained by this investi-
gation, would have induced the annulment of the contract ; but, having
only some eight or ten months yet to run, no one was found willing
to take it, except at a rate double the present compensation, and even
then it was required that a new contract should be made for four years,
and not merely for the few months remaining of the regular term.
Such a contract not being allowable by law, it was found unadvissble
to annul the existing one; and, in order to secure its most efficient
execution through the remainder of the term, the agents of the depart-
ment at New Orlesns and Cairo were instructed to engage any bost
on hand and despatch the mails in every case of failure on the part of
the contractors to do so at the time required—the cost of such
temporary servioe (not excoeding $450 the half trip) being chargeable
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to them. The postmaster at Memphis, where commercial connexions
have now beoome vastly important, was also instructed thet whenever
the mail boat from Cairo failed to arrive there in reasonable time he
should transmit mails for New Orleans by any other boas, at the
sxpense of the contractors. Under thess arrangements, now being
energetically uxecutad, the hope is indulged that the servioe for the
few monthe remaining may be satisfactorily rendered.

All the difficulties 1n relstion to this route have been inherited from
former years; and the depsrtment looks forward to the day, believed
not to L distant, when the great through mails from Chicagn, Bt.
Louis, Memphis, and other important cities of the west, can be trans-
mitted to New Orleans in Jess than half the time now unired, and
with the regularity of a well-constructed and well-managed railroad.

.

FINES.
A detailed statement will be presented to Congress showing the
fines and deductions which were im upon the contractors for

imperfect mail service during the fiscal year. These fines and deduc-
tiona will be found to amount in the nggregate to §188,746 84. In
this amount of $188,746 84 is included the sum of $74,698 46, being
that portion uf the deductions made from the contractors’ pay ou the
Now Orleans aud Cairo route during the third and fourth quarters of
1856, which has since been remitted to them, in pursuance of the
Tth section of the act of Congress passed on the 3d March, 1857.

SETTLEMEN' OF THE CLAIM OF GEORGE CHORPENNING, Jx.

By an act of Congress of March 3, 1851, the Postmaster General
was ‘‘ required to ~djust and settle the claim of George Chcrpen-
ning, jr., a8 surviving partner of Woodward & Chorpenuing, and in
his own right, for carrying the mails by Ran Pedro, and for supplying
the post office in Carson's Valley,and also for carrying part of the
Independence mail by California; allowing a pro rata increase of com-

nsation for the distance by Ban Pedro, for the service to Carson's

alley, and for such part of the eastern mail as was carried by Cali-
fornia during all the time when eaid services were performed ;’* and to
adjust and settle the claim of said Chorpenning *‘ for damages on
account of the annulment or suspension of Woodward & Chorpen-
ning's contract for carrying the United States mail from Sacramento,
in California, to 8alt Lake, in Utah Territory, as shown in the affida-
vita and f&roufu on file in the House of Representatives;’’ also, to
sllow and pay to said Chorpenping bis full ooutract']pny during the
suvpension of their contract, from 156th March to 1at July. 1853, snd
theresfter to pay him at the rate of thirty thousand dollars per annum,
which sum was to be in lieu of the contract pay under both the con-
tract with Woodward & Chorpenning, which expired June 80, 18564,
and under his (Chorpenning’s) present contract, which runs four years
from July 1, 1854,  The contract pay nader the firat was §14,000 for
monthly service hetween Bacramento city and Salt Lake, by Carson’s
Valloy ; and under the present, $12,500 & year, for the same nuinber
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of trips from Ran 1diego or SBan Pedro to Salt Lake by San Bernardino.
In obedience to this law, and on the gmofl and affidavitson filein the
House of Represwntatives, to which I was, by the terms of the law,
restricted, I have sllowed—

1. For damages nn account of the annulment or suspension of the
0ld CONLIACE..ccei veeetsnrasarnneressnnnereasesassasannas cees $30,000 00
4. For fivo months’ service to Carson’s Valley........... 1,158 88
8. For increased distance from Sacramento, in oarrying
the regular California and Sait Lake mail, by 8an Pe-

dro, ted mODths..cuucreesrerieeresininnane evorne ,410 00
and Independence mails eight of same

months... ceereseateiteassenssensassanes 15,384 62
—_— 2,794 63

4, For carrying Indesendence mails eight months be-

tween San Pedro and Balt Lake, (all the above being
under old contract)..........cceciiiveisiinsiiiinicineiiieennnne 28,000 00

6. For carrying Independence mails under present con-
tract, from July 1, 1854, to October 1, 1856............ 28,125 00
In theaggregate........ccccerssennnncacrriran. 109,073 95

In making the pro rata allowances, the act of Congress not being
ageciﬁc on this point, I have taken as the basis of the calculations
the original pay under each contract, instead of the higher sum of
$30,000, to which, as above observed, the compensation has been
raised. But, even upon this lower basis, the sum allowed, it will be
perceived, is very considerable, independently of the further increased
compensation of sixteen thousand dollars under the old, and seven-
teen thousand five hundred dollars per annum under the new con-
traot.

The settlement of this claim has not been made without considerable
embarrassment. The act of Congress was persmptory to adjust and
settle, not according to the proofs that might be taken before the final
action, but *‘as shown by the proofs and affidavits on file in the House
of Representatives.”” These were to be the sole guides in the settle
ment, and neither the records of the department nor any contradiotory
or explanatory testimony could be taken by the government to assist
in attaining what might be considered exact justice in the case. The
aot directed that the claimant should be paid pro rata for carrying
his own mail, under his contract, from Sacramento, aronnd by San
Francisco and the coast, to San Pedro, instead of east by Carson’s
Valley to Balt Lake, and that he should be paid also for carrying the
lnde[;endonce mail that way, when the records and correspondence of
the department show that the change in the route was permitted at
tho clnimant’s own instance snd request, and not foroed u|1mn him by
an order or wish oven of the department, The pro rata allownnce for
this chuuge slone, it will bo observed, is $21,704 62, The act further
directed that he should be paid pro rata for carrying the eastern mail
for Bult I.ake, sent round by the isthmus to California ; whereas, hy
the contract itself, and the usage of the department in all such casos,




from whatever quarter they might be sent to his line. The principal
difculty in the case, bowever, was in deciding om the true imtent
and meaning of the act in requiring him to be pald pro rata. Pro

rata, or in proportion, to what? The first contract was to carry the
mail at $14,000, and the second at $12,500 por sanum. Congress,

howsver, in the very act which granted him this pro rata relief, raised
these prices up to $30,000 per annum. Now, in making the estimate
required by Corgress, should the basia of caloulation be & pro rata on
the $14,000 and the $13,500 contracts, or on the $30,0007 The de-
partment could find nothing in the act throwing light on this subject,
and therefore mide the calonlation on the contract or lowest basis,
instead of the $30,000 basis. In doing so, the department haa gone
on the principle that, in every case of doubt in a matter of this kind,
the government was entitled to the benefit of that doubt, until Con-
grees, by some new enactment, should remove it.

OVERLAND MAIL SERVICE TO CALIFORNIA.

In order to carry into effoct the act of Congress approved the third
of March, 1857, relative to the overland mail to Californis, the dee

rtment issued the following notice, and caused the same to be regu-
F:rly advertised according to law:

¢Post Orrice DEPARTMENT,
 April 20, 1857,

“An act of Congross, approved 3d March, 1857, making appropria-
tions for the service of the Post Office Department for the fiscal year
ending 30th June, 18568, provides:

¢<8ge. 10. That the Postmaster General be, and he is hereby
authorized to contract for the conveyance of the entire letter mai
from such point on the Mississippi river as the contractors muy select
to Ban Frencisco, in the State of California, for six years, at a cost
not exceeding three hundred thousand dollars per annum for semi~
monthly, four hundred aud fifty thousand dollars for weekly, or six
hundred thousand dollars for semi-weckly service, to be performed
semi-monthly, weekly, or semi-weekly, at the option of the Post-
maater General,

“¢8po, 11, That the contract shall require the service to be performed
with good four-horse coaches or spring wagons, snitable for the con-
veyanco of passengors as well as the safety and security of the mails,

¢ ¢8gc, 12, That the contractor shall have the right of pre-emption
to three huudred and twenty acres of any land not then disposed
of or remerved, at each point necessary for a atation, not to be nearer
than ten miles from each other ; and provided that no mineral land
shall be thus pre-empted.

¢ ¢Beo, 13, That the said service shall be performed within twenty-
five daya for ench trip ; and that, before entering into such contract,
the Postmanter Greneral shall be satisfied of the ability and disposition
of the partios bona jide and in good faith to perform the snid cone
tract, and whall require good and wufficient s~curity for the perform.
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ance of the same—the service to commence within twelve months
after the signing the contract.’

¢ Proposals will mrdinglﬁbo received at the Contract Office of the
Post Office Department until 8 p. m. of the 1st day of June, 1887,
for conveying mails under the provisious of the above act.

# 'd’e- the starting point on the Mississippi river, bidders will
pame intermediate points proposed to be embraced in the route, aad
otherwise designate its course as nearly as practicable.

¢ Beparate proposals are invited for semi-montAly, weekly, and semé-
weekly trips each way.

+¢The decision upon the proposals offered will bo raade after the Post-
master seneral shall be satisfied of the ability avd disposition of the
parties in good faith to perform the coniract.

¢ A guarantee is to be executed, with and suflicient sureties,
that the contract shall be executed with like good security, whenever
the contractor or contractors shall be required to do so by the Post-
master Genersl, and the service must commence within twelve months
after the date of such contract.”

In pursuance of the said advertisement, the Postmaster General and
his three assistants assembled in the Contract Office and opened the
respective bids, making the following abstract of them, and causing
said abstract to be copied into a separate book, and also in the route
book for California.

ABSTRACT OF THB BIDS.

Jokn Butlerfield, William B. Dinsmore, William G, Fargo, James
V. P. Gardner, Marcus I.. Kinyon, Hamillur. Sp , and Alexand
Holland : From 8t. Louis, by Springfleld, and from Memphis, by Little
Rock, connecting at 8 common point at or eastward of Albuquerque;
thence west, to und along tho militury roal t» Colorado river ; thenoce
ur the valley of the Mohahoc river, tc and through the Tejon passes
of the Bierra Nevada ; and thence along the best route to Sen Fran~
cisco ; weekly, $450,000; semi-weekly, $600,00,

John Butterficld and others: From Memphis, by Littla Rock, Albu-
%uerque, mouth of Mohahoc, on the Colorado river, and ove of the

ejon pisses of the Bierra Nevada, to S8an Irancisco ; semi-monthly,
$300,000 ; weekly, $450,000; semi-weekly, $595,000,

John Butterfield ond others: From 8t. Lonis, by Bpringfield, to
Albuquerque ; thence, as above, to Ban Francisco; semi-monthly,
$800,000 ; weekly, $450,000; semi-weekly, $585,000,

Jamea E, Birch: From Memphis, by Little Rock, Washington,
Fulton, Clarksville, Gaineaville, Fort Chadbourne, hend spring of
Conche river, to Pecos river noanv due west ; thencs, along Pucos
river, Delaware creek, t,hroug‘x the (tuadalupe and Hueco mountains,
to the Rio (irande 'river ; theaco, over the emigrant rond, to Fort
Ynma'; thence, by S8an Gorgona pass, San Bernardino, Tejon, Tulare,
or Balinax valleys, to 8an Francisco ; aemi-weekly, $600,000,

James (/lover: From Memphis, hy Helena, Little Ruook, scross
Texan, to Kl Paso, Fort Yuma, San Bernardino, ow Angeles;
thonce, between the coast range and Bierra Novada mountains, to San




Franciscr; or, from Vicksburg, by Shrevesport, to El Paso, &o.
ac, (= M) semi-monihly. $300,000; woekly, $450,000; scmi-
8. Howell and 4. E. Pace: From Gaines’ Landing, on the Missis-
sippi, to Ban Francisco ; term of four years ; commence at Vicksburg,
if preferred ; wezhl&o'l,m 000 for the first ym‘;ozsoo,ooo for
sscond year, $700,000 for the third yoar, $600,000 for the fourth

”‘l;un'd D. Mitchell, Samuel B. Churchill, Robert Campbell, William
obomddhm From 8¢t. Louis to San Francisco ; semi-weekly,
,000.

James Johnston, jr., and Jo Clark: From St. Louis, by Fort
Independecce, Fort Laramie t Lake City, or any other point
named by the department, to Ban Francisco ; sems. ly, $260,000;
weekly, $390,000; sems- , $5630,000.

I lar (after time) bid. William Hollinshead, president Minne-
sota, Nebraska, and Pacific Mail Transportation Company : From 8t.
Paul, by Fort Ridgely, Bouth Pass, Soda Springs, Humboldt river,
Honey Lake valley, Noble's pass, Bhasta City, to SBen Francisco;
semi-weekly, $5650,000.

On the second day of July, 1857, the department, after full and
mature consideration, made the following order in relation to the
route selected and the bid accepted :

12,678, From 8t. Louis, iuissouri, and from Memphis, Tennessee,
coaverging at Little Rock, Arkansas ; thence, via Prestun, Texas, or
as nearly so ag may be found advisable, to the best point of crossing
the Rio Grande, above El Paso, and not far from Fort Fillmore ;
thence, along the new road being opeued aud constructed under the
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, to Fort Yuma, California ;
thence, through the best passes, and along tho best valleys for safe and
expeditious staging, to S8an Francisco,

¢ The foregoing route is selected for the overland mail service to
California, as combining, in my judgment, more advantages and fewer
disadvantages than any other,

 No bid having been made for this particular route, and all the
bidders (whose bids were considered regular under the advertisement
and the act of Congrees) having consented that their bids may be held
and considered as extending and applying to said route :

¢ Therefore, looking at the respective bidders, both as to the
smount proposed and the ability, qualifications, and expericence of the
bidders to carry ont a great mail service like this, I hereby order that
the proposal of John Butterfield, of Utica, New York, William B.
Dinsmore, of New York city, William G. Fargo, of Buffulo, New
York, James V. P, Gardnor, of Utics, New York, Marcus L. Kinyon,
of Rome, New York, Alexander Holland, of New York city, and
Hamilton Bpencer, of Bloomington, Illinoix, at the snm of $595,000
(five hundred and nincty-five thousand dollars) per anuum for semi-
weekly servioe, be accopted. Tho contractors, however, to have the
privilege of selecting lands, under the act of Congrems, on only one of

he roads, or branches, butween Littlo Rock and the Minsinsippi river—
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the one selected by them to be made karown and inserted in the con-

tnsct at the ti{ne of its uecnﬁon.”tb 1, the abore acoeptance
ubsequently, on re-examining the propossl, the above

was ::giﬁed 80 as to fix the pay at Qg00,000 per annum, that being

the true amount of the bid.

Under strong representations that s better junction of the two
branches of said road could be made at Preston than at Little Rock,
on .dthe eleventh day of Beptember, 1857, the following order was
made:

¢ That whenever the contractors aud their sureties shall file in the
Post Office Department a request, in writing, that they desire to make
the junction of the two branches of said road at Preston, instead of
Little Rock, the department will permit the same to be done by
some route not further west than to Sprin, eld, Missouri, thence by
Fayetteville, Van Buren, and Fort Smith, 1n the Stato of Arkansas,
to the said junction, at or near the town of Preston, in Texas ; but
said new line will be adopted on the express condition that the said
ocontractors shall not claim or demand from the department, or from
Cougress, any incr. .sed compensation for or on account of such change
in the route from 8t. Louis, or of the point of junction of the two
routes from Little Rock to Preston ; and on the further express ccn-
dition that whilst the amount of lands to which the contractors may
be entitled under the act of Congress may be estimated on either of
said branches from Preston to 8t. Louis or Memphis, at their option,
yet the said contractors shall take one-half of that amount on each of
said branches, 8o that neither shall have an advantage in the way of
stations and scttlemert over the other; and in case said contractors,
in aelecﬁnﬁ and locating their lands, shall disregard this condition,
or give undue advantage io one of said branches over the other, the
department reserves the power of discontinuing gaid new route from
8t. Louis to Preston, and to hold said contractors and their sureties
to the original route and terms expressed and set forth in the body of
this contract.’’

In pursuance of the above orders and proceedings, on the 16th day of
Boptembier, 1857, the following contract was ontered into between the
department and the contractors whose bid had been accepted :

No. 12,578.—$600,000 per annum,

This article of contract, made the sixteenth day of September, in
the yenr ono thousand cight hundred and fifty-seven, between the
United States (acting in this behalf by their Postmaster (feneral) and
John Butterfield, of Utiea, New York, William B, Dinsmore, of
New Yark city, William (1, Fargo, of Buffalo, New York, James
V. P. Garduer, of Utica, New York, Marous L. Kinyon, of Romo,
New York, Alexander Holland, of New York city, and Ifamilton
S{noncer, ot Bloomington, Ilinvis, and Danford N, Barney, of the city
of New York, Johuston f‘ivingnton, of Livingston, Now York, David
Moulton, of Floyd, New York, and Eljjash P. Willisms, of Butlalo,
New York, witnesseth

That whercas John  Butterfield, Willinm B, Dinsmore, Wil-
lism (. Purgo, James V. P, Gurdoer, Mascus L. Kinyon, Alex-
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auder Hollund, and Hamilton Spencer, have been woepted ~-
cording to law, as coutractors for tmuKoning the entire letter
mail, agreeably to the provisions of the 11th, 13th, and 13th sections
of an act of Congress ngproud March 3, 1887, (making al)pmpri.tionl
for the service of the Post Office Department for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1858,) from the Missiesippi river to San Francisco, California,
st follows, viz: from 8t. Louis, Missouri,and from Memphis, Tennessee,
oonverging at Little Rock, Arkansas; thence, via Preston, Texas, or as
near so as may be found advisable, to the best point of crossing the
Rio Grande sbove El ’aso, and not far from Fort Fillmore ; thence,
along the new road being opened and constructed under the direction
of the Secretary of the Interior, to or near Fort Yuma, California ;
thenos, through the best passes and slong the best valleys for safe snd
expeditious staging, to an Francisco, California, and back, twice a
week, in good four-horse post coaches or spring wagons suitable for
th:e conveyance of nﬁen as well as the safety and security of the
mails, at six hundred thousand dollars & year, for and during the
term of six years, commencing the sixteenth day of September, in the
year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, and ending with
the fifteenth day of Beptember, in the year one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty-four: Now, therefore, the said John Butterfield,
William B, Dinsmore, William G. Fargo, James V. P, Gardner,
Marcus L. Kinyon, Alexander Holland, and Hamilton Spencer, con-
tractors, and Danford N. Barney, Johnston Livingston, David
Moulton, and Elijah P. Williams, their sureties, do jointly and
severally undertake, covenant, and agree with the Uhited States, and
do bind themselves: 1st. To carry said letter mail within the time
fixed by the law sbove referred to—that is, within twenty-five days
for each trip, and according to the annexod schedule of departures and
arrivals; 2d. To corry said letter mail in a safe and mectire manner,
free from wet or other injury, in @ boot, under the driver’s seat, or
other secure place, and in preference to passengers, snd to their
entire exclusion, if its weight and bulk require it; 3d. To take the
said letter mail and every part of it from, and deliver it and every
pert of it at, each post office on the route, or that may hereafter be
eutablished ou the route, and into the post office at each end of tho
rou’, and into the post office at the place at which the carrier stops
ut night, if ore is there kept ; and if no office is there kept, to lock it
dp in gotue secure place, at the risk of the contractors,

They also audertake, covenant, and agree with the United States,
and do bind themselves, jointly and severally, as afuresnid, to be an-
swerablo for the persons to whom the waid contractora shall commit
the carc and transportation of the mail, sud accountable to the
Unitou Btaten for any damages which may he sustained by the United
Btatos throngh their unfaithfulness or want of care; nnd that the
ssid contractors will discharge any carrier of said mail when re-
quired to de wo by the Postmaster (ieneral; aluo, that they will not
transmit, by themselves or their agent, or bo concerned in fransmit-
ting, commercinl intelligence more rapidly thao by mail, other than
by telegraph, nnd that they will not carry out of the mail letters or
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pers which shopld go by post; and farther, the said contractors
will convey, without ®ditional charge, the ‘ﬁ:onl agents of the de-
pertment, on the exhibition of their credentials.

They further undertake, covenant, and agree with the United States,
that the eaid contractors will collect quarterly, if required by the
Postmaster General, of postmasters on said route, the balances doe
from thom to the General Post Office, and faithfully render an sceount
thereot’ to the Postmaster General in the settlement of quarterly so-
ocounts, and will pay over to the General Post Office all balanoes re-
maining in their hands,

For which services, when performed, the said John Butterfleld,
Willism B. Dinsmore, William G. Fargo, Jamee V. P. Garduer,
Marcas L. Kinyon, Aiexander Holland, snd Hamilton Spencer, oon-
tractors, are fo be paid by the United Btates the sum of six hundred
thousand dollars a year, to wit, qmm:l{l, in the months of May,
August, November, and February, through the postmasters on the
route, or otherwise, at the option of the Postmaster General of the
United States; said pay to be subject, however, to be reduced or dis-
continued by the Postmaster General, as hereinafter stipulated, or to
be suspended in case of delinquency.

It is hereby also stipulated and agreed by the said contractors and
their sureties, that in all cases there is to be a forfeiture of the pay of
a trip when the trip is not run; and of not more than three times the
pay of the trip when the trip is not run and no sufficient excuse for
the failure ia furnished ; and a forfeitare of & due proportion of it
when a grade of service is rendered inforior to the mode of convey-
ance above stipulated; and that these forfeitures may be inoreased
into penalties of higher amount, according to the nature or frequency
of the failure and the importance of the mail ; also, that fincs may
be imposed upon the contractors, unless the delinquency be satisfacto~
rily explained to the Postmaster (General in due time, for failing to
take from or deliver at a post office the said letter mail or any part of
it; for sufforing it to be wet, injured, lost, or destroyeds; for carrying
it in & place or manner that exposes it to depredation, loss, or injury,
by being wet or otherwise; for refusing, after demand, to convey a
letter mail by any cosch or wagon which the contractors regularly
run or are concerned in running on the route beyond the number of
trips above specified; or for mot arriving at the time set in the
schedule. And for settinf up or running an express to transmit
letters or commercial intel lg:nce in advance of the mail, or for trans~
mitting knowingly, or after being iuformed, sny one engaged in trans-

worting lettera or mail matter in violation of the laws of the United
tates, n penalty may he exacted of the contractors equal to a quar-
tor's pay; but in all other cases no fine shall exceed thres tirnes the
price of the trip. And whenever it is satisfactorily shown that the
contractors, their carrier or agent, have left or put aside the said
latter mail, or any portion of it, for the accommodation of puusengers,
tlu7 shall forfeit not exceediug o quarter's pay.
nd it is hereby further stipulated and sgreed hy the aaid contrac-
tors and their suraties, that the Postmance: ‘ieneral may aunul the
rontynee for repeated fuilures; for violating the post office laws; for
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disobeying the instructions of the department; for refusing to “is-
charge a carrier when required by the depattment; for assign ag
the contract, or any part of it, without ths consent of the Postmaater
General; for setting up or running an express as aforesaid ; or for
transporting persons conveying mail matter out of the mail as afore-
said ; or whenever either of the contractors shall become a postmaster.

asgistant postmaster, or member of Cougress; and this contract shall
in all its parts be subject to the terms and requirements of an aot of
I(}‘o:greu passed on the twenty-first day of April, in the year of our

0!

one thousand eight hundred and eight, entitled *‘ An aot con- i

cerning public contracts.”’
And the Postmaster General may also annul the contract whenever

he shall discover that the same, or any part of it, is offered for sale in |

the market for the purpose of s tion,

It is hereby further stipulated and sgreed, that if obstacles, such as
the want of water or feeg, or physical obstructions, should be found
between the points herein designated, so that time cannot be made,
and a better line can be found between those points, the Postmaster
General may vary the route to such better line.

And it is also further understood and agreed, that the contractors
shall have all the rights of pre-emption, whatever they ray be, se-
cured by the 12th section of the wct of Congress aforesaid, approved
March 3, 1857, on either of the lines from the Mississippi river to the
point of their junction with the main stem, but not on both—the eleo-
tion to be made by them at any time within twelve months after the
date of the execution of this contract.

In witness whereof, the said Postmaster General has caused the seal

of the Post Office Department to be hereto affixed, and has attested
the same by his signature, and the said contractors and their sureties
have hereunto sct their hands and seals the day and year set opposite

their names respectively,
AARON V. BROWN, [r.s.]
. Postmaster General.

JOHN BUTTERFIELD, .] Sept. 16.
W. B. DINSMORE, ¢
WM., G. FARGO, ¢
J. V. P. GARDNER, “
M. L. KINYON, .
ALEX. HOLLAND, o
H. SPENCER, o
D, N, BARNEY o
JOHNSTON LIVINGSTON, “
DAVID MOULTON, ¢
ELIJAH P, WILLIAMS, R “

Signed, sculed, and delivored by the Postmaster General in the

presence of—
Whu. H. Dunpas,

And by the other parties hereto in the presence of—
REVERDY JORNSON.
Isaao V. FowLks,

I hereby cortify that I um well acquainted with Danfurd N, Barney,
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Johnston Livingston, David Moulton, and Elijsh P. Williams, and
the condition of their property, and that, after full investigation and
inquiry, I am well satisfied that they are good and sufficient sureties
for the amount iu the foregoing contract.
ISAAC V. FOWLER,
Posimaster at New York, N. Y.

[Endorsement.)

Ordered: That whenever the contractors and their securities shall
fi' - in the Post Office Department a request in writing that they
desire to make the junction of the two branches of said road at
Preston, instead of Little Rock, the department will permit the
same to be done by some route not farther west than to Springfield, in
Missouri, thence by Fayetteville, Van Buren, and Fort 8mith, in the
Btate of Arkansas to the said junction at or near the town of Preston,
in Texas; but said new line will be adopted on the express condition
that the said contractors shall not claim or demand from the department
or from Congress any increased compensation for or on account of
such change in the route from 8t. Louis, or of the point of junction
of the two routes .rom Little Rock to Preston ; and on the further
express condition, that whilst the amount of lands to which the
contractors may be entitled under the act of Congress may be esti-
mated on either of said branches from Preston to 8t. Louis, or
Memphis, at their option, yet the said contractors shall take une-half
of that amount on each of said branches, so that neither shull have
an advantage in the way of stations and settlement over the other;
and in case said contractors, in selecting and locating their lands, shall
disregard this condition, or give undue advantage to one of said branches
over the other, the department reserves the power of discontinuing
said new route from Bt. Louis to Preston, and to hold said contractors
and their socurities to the original route and terms expressed and set
forth in the body of this contract.

AARON V. BROWN,

Postmaster General,
Brrremper 11, 1857,

Hi. ing furnished the above detail of facts, the department does
not ~onwider it improper to submit a few observations in relation to
the reasons which induced a preference for the route selected.

The law of Cougress not being mandatory, the department did not
feel at liberty, in the exercine of a sound disoretion, to select any route
over which it was corsidered physically impossible to obtain the acre
vico within the time and by the mode of conveyance apecified in the
act.  The trip was to be made within twenty-five days, in four-horse
conches, suitable for the conveyance of passengers as well as the
safety and socurity of the mails, Applysng these requirements to
the extreme northern route proposed, trom B, Louin by Fort Lude-
nender-c. Fore Luepsie, Sale Luke, e, the depas tment had the re-
ceorded experience cf mauny years against the practicability o proour-
ing anything like a regulm and cortain servics on that 1 ats, The
United Rtates had had o meil carried foi years on that route, snd the

Vol li—~=63
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returns in the Gepartireny showed the most conclusivc. fuctr against
its selection. The mails for November, December, and January,
1850-'61, did not arrive until March, 1851, The winter mouths of
1861--'62 were vory severe. The carrier and postmaster reported that
they started in t’:ne, but had to turn back. The mails of February,
Marck, and Decr ber, of 1858, were impeded by deep snow. Those
of January and ebruary, 1854, on account of deep smow, did not
arrive until the ~onth of April. There was no improvement in the
sarvice even down to the November mail of 1856, which left Independ-
ence on the first of November, and, on account of deep snow, was
obliged to winter in the mountains. The snow caused almost an
entire failure for four months of the year, These actnal experiments,
made from the year 1850 to the present time, without referring to the
concurring testimony of explorers and travellers, put this route en-
tirely out of the question.

The next route to be considered was the one by Albuquerque-—
whether the same might start from Memphis or 8t. Louis. Is this
route sufficiently levefand exempt from snow, ice, and extremely cold
weather, to give the promise tgat the required service can be per-
formed with regularity and certainty througlout the entire year? and
if it can be so performed, can it be done with reasonable safety and
comfort to the passengers who are to be transported over it? The
mere transmission of the ‘‘letter mail’”’ was certainly not the sole
object of the law, It looks expressly to the comfort of travellers in
the stage, and doubtless to the millions of emigrants and others who,
for ages, might pass to and from our Pacific States.

By an inspection of the general profile sheets accompanying the
Pacific Railroad Reports, it will be seen that the mean elevation of the
plateau of the Sierra Madre and Rocky mountains is about 7,000 feet
above the level of the sea near the 35th parallel, (Albuquerque route,)
and near the 32d parallel (El Paso route) it ia about 4,000 or 4,200
feci, (Lieut. Parke,) giving a difference of 2,800 or 3,000 feet, This
difference in elevation, in a climatologicnl point of view, is very im-
];ortant, as will be shown by comparison of extremes of climate on
the:or routes,

N\ xt, with regard to the climate of winter, particularly along these
routes, we present tho following faots :

Alhuquerque route.—~At Albuguerque, according to the meteorolo-
gical report of the medical department of the United States army,
the maximum and minimumn temperatures, respecti-ely, were, for the
winter months of 1849 and 1850: in December, 53°, 65° ; January,
49°, minus 12°; February, 67°, 17°. For 1850 and 1851: in De-
cember, 52°, minus A°; January, 57°, 8°; Iebruary, 59°, 7°. Kor
1852 and 1833 : in Deccmber, 65°, 21°; January, 65°, 19°; Febru-
ary, 66°, 18°,  For 1853 and 1854 : in December, 66°, 20° ; January,
63°, 5° ; Febeuary, 67°, 15°; and in December, 1854, 58°, 19°,

At Fort Deflance, about twenty miles north of Campbell's Pass in
latitude, and from 300 to 500 feet higher, the maximum and mini-
mutn temperatures, respectively, were: for the month of December,
i851, 62° 4°; 18 inches snow, For 1852 and 1853: in December,
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50°, 2°; January, 55°, T°; February, 56°, 6°, For 1853 and 1854 :
in December, 57°, 6°; January, 49°, minus 20°; February, 54°, 2°,
For 1854 and 1855 : December, 65°, 10°; January, 59°, minus 17°;
February, 61°, 13°. For 1855 and 1856 : December, 56°, minus 25°;
January, 54°, minus 8°; February, 51°, minus 3°.

At Albuquerque, December, 1856, the maximum was ¢5°, mini-
mum 5°; Rio Grande frozen over, so as to be passable from Tth to
25th Jaauary, 1857 ; maximum 66°, minimum 4°; on the 9th,.10th
and 11th the thermometer stood, respectively, minus 3°, minus 2°,
minus 4°, February, 1857, maximum 72°, minimum 100,

At Fort Deflance, December, 1856, the maximum was 50°, mini-
mum minus 11°, On the 2d the thermometer stood, at 9 p. m., minus
2°; on the 3d,at Ta. m. and 9 p. m., minus 2°; on the 4th, at Ta. m.,
minus 10°; on the 5th, at 7 a. m., miaus 6°; on the »th, at 7 a. m.,
minus 11°; on the Tth, at 7 a. m., minus 7°; on the 8th, at 7 a. m,,
minus 1°; on the 10th, at 7 a. m., zero; on the 13th, at T a. m., minus
9°, and at 9 p. m., minus 7°,

For January, maximumn 54°, minimum minue 11°, On the 9th,
10th, and 11th, the thermometer stood, at 7 a. m., respectively, minus
7°, minus 11°, minus 11°; on the 10th, at 9 p. m., minus 4°.

For February, maximum was 60°, minimum minus 12°,

““On December 25, 1855, the thermometer at the hospital at Fort
Defiance gave a reading of thirty-two degrees 3320) below zero, at 6}
a.m. Thehospital is not by any meansin the coldest portion of the gar-
rison. Two hundred yards distant the mercury, in Jaunary, 1856,
ranged from four to eight degrees below that at the Luspital, and
there is not the slightest doubt of the freeziug of the mercury had the
instrument been pﬁwed in the more exposud situation on the morning
of December 25, 1855, A number of men on detached service had. their
hands and feet frozen, and some badly. The mercury was below zer>
four mornings in December, 1855 ; six mornings in January, 1856 ;
three mornings in February, and on the mornings of the 1st and 2d
of March, it was below zero,

““ The tuble above will give a fair idea of the climate of the country,
The winter of 1855 and 1856 was more severe than any one known
for many years, The wintry weather commenced on the lst of
November, 1855, and has continued up to the present time, March
14, 1856. The Rio Grande, at Albuquerque, was frozen over, and
with ice sufficiently strong to bear a horse and carreta. Those Indians
who live habitually to gm north of Fort Deflance wero obliged to
uhandon that portion of the country and move south, with their flocks
and herds, in quest of grazing, on account of the depth of snow,
which, in the mountains, at whoso base the fort is situated, was over
two feet in depth in March, 1834," —(Correspondence, J. Letherman,
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. 4.; Sniithsonian Repurt, 1835, page 287.)

On the 24th of December, 1853, Captain Whipple experionced snow
storms and weather sufficiently ocold to contract the mercury 3‘
degrees below zero, near the gan Francisco mountains, and stil
further west, in the Aztec Pass, to 2§ degrees below zuro, when he
experienced another severe snow storm. go much for the climate of
winter on the Albuguerque route,
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Let us compare this account of thr climate, extracted from un-
doubted sources, with that along the more southern route selected.

At Fort Fillmore, on the El Paso route, the meteorological report
above referred to shows the minimum temperature at this place, up to
1854, to be but 10 degrees.

At Tucson, February, 1854, Lieutenant Parke reports the mini-
mum temperature 32 degrees, and on one occasion, on the San Pedro,
to be 13 dg;reu at sunrise, Wo have searched in vain every source
of information, and have yet to learn that snow ever lies upon the

lains near the El Paso route, or that the thermometer ever desrended
low zero. The mesn temperature of winter at Fort Fillmore is
about 46.6 degrees. The mean temperature of winter at Fort Web-
ster, (Copper Mines,) north of Qjo de la Vaca, and 6,350 feet above the
sea level, 18 but 41,3 degrees, while at Fort Deflance, a corresponding
position, with reference to the Albuquerque route, it is 28.7 Hegrees,
and at Albuquerque it is 37 degrees. At Fort Yuma, (mouth of the
fl}ill,) on the El Paso route, the mean temperature of winter is 56.8
egrees.

Ithough this superiority of climate on the El Paso route must be
admitted, still it has been and may be argued that the degree of cold
on the Albuquerque route is not greater than on many of the stage
routes of the Atlantic States-—not greater, perhaps, than between Phila-
delphia and Pittsburg, or between Baltimore and Wheeling. Without
admitting the fact, at all events so far as the lutter route is concerned,
it requires but little effort to remember how uncertain duringithe winter
seasun wus the transportation of the mails when the roads were in
their natural state, and with what extreme suffering from the cold
staging used to be performed hetween those cities, with all the advan-
tages of ehort and well-appointed stations for recruiting the energies
of the benumbed and exhausted passengers.

But would Congress or the public be content with a route to Cali-
fornia no better in point of climate than those by Harrisburg and
Uumberland, when a more mild and favorable ‘one could be ensily
procured ? Imagine four stages to start out from St. Louis on the
Albuquerque route with eight passeugers in each, thirty-two in num-
ber. Atthestarting point the snow in cight or ten inches deep, which it
often in for wecks together, They areto go day and night, the
thermometer ten or fifteen degrees above, not below zero, They pro-

ress wesiward, ascending overy mile higher und higher, the cold
incrensing with every mile, for an ontire week. At last they reach
Albuquerque, an elevation of 8,000 feet, the mercury standing four or
five degrees below zero.  Benumbed by the cold for more than a
week, overcome by tho loms of sleep, they begin another ascent to
Camphell'n Puas, the best on the route, about 7,000 feet in height, in
the wisin®e o «lich the thermometer is standing, 1y wuthentic and
nadonbted observations, from 2° to 32° helow zero,

How can thirty-odd passongers, mon, women, and children, some
feeblo i: health or delicate in constitution, be otherwine than in
almost & dying condition ?  This is no pioture of tho imagination ; it
in ong of those practical views which common scnse will always sug-
gont ws to the sufforings and exposures of stuge travelling under
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circumstances loinm?idom. But a truer picture of more intense
suffering may be found in the groups of emigrants camped out amid
the snows, or struggling to get on, when the mercury. asit very often
happens, 1s down at or below sero—whether a tew degrees above or
below makes no difference, for & lung continued stage or emigrant
travel, under circumstances of so much severe exposure, would, in a
few years, mark every station with the fresh graves of its victims,
Most emigrants are compelled to be en route in some portion of the
winter months. Most families cannot well start from the Atlantic to
the Pacific or interior R¢ates uutil they have first finished and disposed
of the crop of the preceding season ; at all eventa, it must be so far
matured before they atart that something appivaching its value can
be realized from it, in order to help in efmyini the expenses of re-
moval. Nor can emigrants linger too long on the way, They must
go on, however much exposed to hardships, in order w reach their
new homes in time to make a crop the next season. The poor can-
not lose two crops i.: succession without being ruined. The southern
or El Paso route is eminently comfortable and desirable for winter
emigration, which the Albuquerque one cannot be, whatever might be
said in its favor as & route in the summer season. The department
supposed Congress to be in search of a route that could he found safe,
comfortable, and certain during every season of the year, as well for
the transportation of the mails as for the accommodat:on of emigrants
and the future location of a railroad to the Pacific.

In relation to the relativo facility with which four-horse stage
coaches can be run over the Albuquerque and the El Paso rontes, it
must he remembered that this service was to commence within twelve
months. The distance was more than two thousand miles, over man
ranges of mountains, and nearly the whole distance uninhabited,
There were no roads yet opened, and even the foot of the white man
had not yet trodden many portions of the way which might finally b,
selected.  §till, the stages must be running within twelve months,
To do so it was evident that some route must be selectod which was
naturally a good one—such a ono that, by cutting down some trees
and blazing others, as mere guide poats, digging down oceasional hill-
sides, and building slight and temporary bridges, the work of trans-
{mrmion might bcgin within the brief period regnired by the law.

t was not enough that, by great labor of years and by large expendi-
ture of money, a graded turnpike could he made, or a railway con-
structed, at the end of somie hs‘f dozen years, or oven a longer \)(‘riud,
but it must bo over a urface of country naturally so favorable that
stage coachex, with their mails and passengers, could be running
within twelve months with a rapidity scarcely equalled on the best
routes of the oliler States, To make the trip in twenty-five duys they
must .o day and right, averaging abont eighty ini!os endir di, . Now,
which of theso twa routes preseuted the greatest probability of ufford-
ing auch a wervice?  Captain Marcy explored both routes as fisr anthe
Rio Grande, and, sfter having examined hoth, he gave s decided
preference to the southern or f‘,l Paso ronte,  Ile anyn, on page 248
of his report, after a favorable dencription of the ronte from the Rio
Grando to the Pecos:
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¢ Our road from here rune across the Llsno Estacado for seventy-
eight miles, upon a perfectly level prairie as firra and smooth as
marble. It then descends from the high table land, about fifty feet,
into a rolling prairie country, where the Colorado of Texas has its
source, Thus far there is but little timber or water on our route,
except at certain points noted upon the map ; but these points can be
made from day to day with loaded teams. As if, however, in com-
nsation for t{-e absence of other favors, nature, in her wise economy,
as adorned the entire face of the country with a luxuriant verdure of
difforent kinds of grama grass, affording the most nutritions sustenance -
for animals, and rendering it one of the best countries for grazing
large flocks and herds that can be conceived of.
¢ Immediately after we descended from the hiﬁh table lands, we
struck upon an entirely different country from the one we had been
tming over before. By o reference to the map it will be seen we
ept near the plain upon the head branches of the Colorado and the
Clear Fork of the Brazos. Here we found a smooth road over a gent]{
undulating country of prairies and timber, and abounding wit
numerous clear spring branches for two hundred miles, and in many
placen covered with large groves of mezquite timber, which makes
the very best of fuel. The soil cannot be surpassed for fertility. The
rass remains green during the entire winter, and the climate is salu-
rious and healthy. Indeed, it possesses all the requisites that can be
desired for making a fine agricultural country ; and I venture to pre-
dict that at no very distant period it will contain a very dense popu-
lation, It is only neccasary for our practical farmers to see it, and
have protection from the incursions of the Indians, to settle it at once.
¢ Boon after crossing the Rio Brazos, our road strikes out upon the
hi%h ridge lying between the waters of the Trinity and Red rivers ;
and it appears as if nature had formed this expressly for a road, as it
runs for a hundred miles through a country which is frequently much
broken up on each side with hills and deep ravines, and the only
Slace where wagons can {mss is directly upon the crest of this natural
efile, It isas firm and smocth as a turnpike, with no streams of
magnitude or other obstruction through the entire distance to near
Preston, where we left it and crossed the Red river—-from Preston
o Fort Washita, and thence to onr outward route upon Gaines’ creek,
the road passing through the Chickasaw country, which is rolling,
and in many places covered with a great variety of large timber and
well watered, with no mountains or high hills to pass over, Henceo
yuu will perceive that from Dofla Ana to Fort S8mith, a distance of
994 miles, our road passes over smooth and very uniformly level
ground, crossing no mountaing or deep valleys, and for five hundred
miles, upon the eastern extremity, rune through the heart of s
country ‘mnuvnﬂing great natural advantages, I conceive this to be de-
cidedly the hest overland wagon route to California, for several reasons.’
We will now call attention to the evidence of Captain John Pope,
Topographical Engineers, who has been stationed a long time in New
Mexico, andhas seen 8 great portion of the plains between the 324
and 39th parallels, Iu chapter XI, Pacific Railrond Reports, vol. 2,
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speaking of the general character of the country along the 39d parallel

S sleameg at the hical foatures of the i plaias
* In glaucing at the topographi res e immense plai
which extend westward from the froutiers of Arkanaas and Missouri,
the first groat peculiarity which strikes the atteution is the remark-
able interruption to thoir vast mono&on{ presented by the belt of
country between the 33d and 34th parallels of laticude. The great
deserts, commencing about the 97th meridian, extend over a distance
of six hundred miles to the eastern base of the Rocky mountains. In
this whole extent they are badly watered by a few sluggish streams
which intersect them, many of which din&pou altogether in the d
seascn, and are destitute absolutely of timber, exocept & sparse gro

of dwarf cotton along the streams. From the northern part of the
United States, at the parallel of 49°, this immense region of desert
country extends without interruption as far to the south as the paral-
lel of 34°, At this parallel its continuity is suddenly and remarkebly
interrupted. Between the 32d and 34th parallels of latitude a broad
belt of well-watered, well-timbered country, adapted in & high degree
to agricultural pnrrom, projects for three hundred and twelve miles,
like & vast peninsula, into the parched and treeless waste of the plaine,
and at its western limit approaches to within less than three hundred
miles of the Rio Grande at El Paso,”

The same distinctive preference to the E1 Paso route (the one selected)
over the Albuquerque route is given by Commissioners Emory and
Bartlett, Licutenant Parke, and A. H. Campbell, at the head of the
Pacific Wagon Road Office, lnterior Department, who sccompaned
Captain Whipple over the Albuquerque route, and Lieutenant Parke
over the El Paso, as privecipal engineer, in 1853, '54, and '55. The
comparison of the two routes west of the Rio Grande the department
considered equally favorable to the one selected. DBeside the fact of
it being over a country sbout 3,000 feet lower than the Albuquerque
route, Congress had appropriated $200,000 on this route to be expended
in the construction of & wagon road between the Rio Grande and Fort
Yuma, ou the Colorado. 8o large & sum expended on a surface so
favorable by nature will, doubtless, prove of an immenss advantage
in expediting the proposed service, both as to regularity and speed,
Beforo this appropriation was made by Congreas, Mr, fecretary Davis,
who collected & larger amaunt of rolishle information on this subject
than any other pecson, reported to Congress that the most practicable
and sconomical route for a railroad from the limisaippi river to the
Pacific ocenn was the one which the de‘mrtmont has selected, Lient.
Mowry, writing on this subject, since the route was establishad, says:
¢ For yewrs, o mail has been regularly carried from Sau Antonio to
7 Kl Paso without dificulty or danger, except from Indiant. At pre-
sent a m < mait jw earried from Fl Paso to Tucson, 240 miles
went, hy government express, far tae benefitol the troops 1n Arizonw,
+ This t'X];rvnn lias & military esce-t,  Fort Yuma and Han Diego, Cali-
! fornia, have for five years beon comnected by & semi-monthly mail,

government express,) which, during my two years’ service at Fort
uma, was as regular in 7 wrrival as the steamer from the cast at

! Sau Francisco,




1000 REPORT OF THR

¢ The only part of the newly selectad route not now opened by s
mail is that from Fort Yuma to Tucson, 260 miles ; and this is almost
daily travelled by the people of the Territory, by emigrants, and by
Mexicans. Tuceon is & growing town, and will afford all the grain
veeded for the road to El Paso. The Pimas villages, on the Gila
river, will supply grain for the route to Fort Yuma, besides any quan-
tity to transport to any desired point, or a depot of supply.

*¢ At Fort Yuma, last year, a large quantity of corn was allowed to
rot for want of a market, and there ia_grasing for ten thousand ani-
mals on the river bavks. A few military posts, which would be
necessary on either of the other routes, will mako the southern route
perfectly safe; and the immense mineral wealth, in silver and co
per, will at once draw to Arizona a larﬁ? population. It is the g'
available rowte at all seasons of the year. The route through the Sout
Pass is as much closed by snow from four to six months in the year
as if barred by a gate of adamant. During the winter of 1854-'55,
1 was in the Salt ﬁke valley, and no mail from the east reached us
from November to April. The mail was at that time transported on
pack mules, and was in the charge of experienced men, who had
spent their lives on the plains.

¢If they could not get the mail through either way, h ow much less
the chance is there for Concord coaches? The central route is no
better. I refer to Colonel Frémont or Lieutenant Beale to state,
upon their reputation as travellers and ¢ mountain men,’ how much
dependence can be placed upon the regular transmission of a semi-
weekly nfail throu E the Cocheetopee Pass in December, January,
February, or March, The route by El Paso and Fort Yuma is open
the entire year. Ou both the other routes artesian wells are neces-
sary to get water at convenient distances, and this necessity upon the
southern route is therefore no extraordinary argument against it,
I may be allowed to semark that the impression so generally diffused
in the eastern States, that Arizona Territory is a desert and a God-for-
saken country, i entirely erroneous. It will be recollected that Cali-
fornia, now celebrated as an agricultural State, was stigmatized with
the snme epithets, and said to produce nothing but gold. Arizona
promires to convince the world that she is able to wroduce silver
enough to supply all the demands of commerce, and to show to the
emigrunt in search of a quiet and fruittul homestead beautitul valleys
and clear running streams, where he may cultivate his crops with o
fullnesy of fruition only known to the virgin soil of our western pos-
seskions,”’

The wcarcity of water has been often urged againat the sonthern or
El Paso route.  There ia no route between the Miswisuipp:i river and
Californis ugainst which the same objection may not be made,  After
much examination, we belivve that the route selected is freer from
this oljection than almost any other, The atatemeats of Licutennnt
Mowry aund Mr. Campbell are fully sustained by other nutiorities.
The former, in a published statement, snya :

“Phe conntry from El Pako to Tucson, three hundred and forty
miles, iy susceptible of early settlement, and is, morcover, one of
the fineat routes ever opened towards our western possesnions,  In no
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rt of it is there a distance of over thirty miles without wator, and
it is often found at distances of ten and fifteen, with plenty of guod
grasing throughout the entire distance.

¢ From Tucson, the principal town of the Territory of Arizona,
(throughout the whole length of which the route rune,) to the Gila
river, ninety miles, there is no water in the dry season, and two
artesian wells will be necessary. In the wel season there is plenty
of water. This distance is travelled at all seasons with mule teams
and oxen, without difficulty. Down the Gila to Fort Yuma, one
hundred and seventy-five miles, there is plenty of water and rrass.
From Fort Yuma, on the Colorado river, to Carissa creck an! San
Diego county, California, about one hundred miles, the route is heavy
with sand, and water is found in but three places at all seasons of the
year. In the wet season water is found every few miles. Tw.nty-
four miles from Fort Yuma, or Colorado City, are Couk's wells,
which, at an expense of $1,000, can be made to furnish an ample
supply. Twenty-six miles beyond are the Alamo Mucho wells, which
can be enlarged, at the same cost, to any quantity desired. Thirty
miles further on are the Indian wells, which will also yield an ample
supply. Twenty miles further are the Sackett’s wells, which arc fed
by a subterranean stream, and can also be made to supply any quan-
tity of water.

““These two distances, from Tucson to the Gila and from Fort Yuma
to Cariesa, present the only difficulties on the route. United, the dis-
tance is but one hundred and ninety miles, and it is travelled at all
seasons of the ycar by heavily loaded teams,

‘“ From Carissa creek into San Diego the route is well watered and
affords excellent grazing. The distance is one hundred and twenty-
five miles ; but the supervisors nf S8an Diego county are now c¢ngaged
in laying out a new road, which will much shorten the distance.”’

Mr. Campbell, who, as we have before stated, travelled over heth
routes, has borne the most ample testimony ‘‘ that between the Rio
Grande and the Ban Pedro river there are thirteen permunent water
stations in about two hundred und twenty-four miles, giving un aver-
age of one in seventecn miles, and eighteen, including sceveral fine
rain-water stations, where water can be preserved, which will give an
average of one in twelve miles,”’

We have submitted this letter of Lieutenant Mowry to Mr. Camp-
i bell. Ho confirms the statements of Lieutenant Mowry in cvery
i important parvicular, and further informs us ¢‘ that the ninety miles
Jornada from the Tucson to the (ila is avoided entirely by following
down the 8an Pedro and Gila rivers to the Pimaa villages, The
distance from the 8an Pedro, by cither route, to the (fila, in abont
the sume ; and it is probable that, by following down the Aravaypa,
a tributary of the Gila, discovered by Lieutenant Parkoe's party, &
distance oy many miles can bo ssved ; and in the Calitro mountuins,
slong this route, there in an abundance of pure water in living
streams, fine grazing, and oak, ash, walnut, and some pine timber,
Deer, nut(‘lo{le, benr, and grouse abound there also, nn({ many indi-

!
| cations of gold wero observed, and gold was found near the Sun Pedro
| river,”
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Captain Humphreys, in his report to the Becretary of War, aod
Lieutenant Parke, both testify that a sufficient supply of water can
be had on the route for either a railroad or stage line.

In relation to the relative distance on the two routes, an examina-
tion of the map will exhibit the fact that the distance from Boston,
New York, Pliladelphia, Baltimore, and Washington, to San Fran«
cisco, is about the same upon both routes.

Albuquerque route.

Distance from San Francisco to Fort Smith, on the Albu-
querque route, (sce Captain Whipple's report, voi. Z,
P. 'l!i; ...................... ereernrassenenans crsrassresecses . 1,952 miles.

From Kort SBmith to New York, (Captain Humphreys’
report, Pacific Railroad Report, vol. 1, p. 108)......... 1,345

{3

Totaleeierisssvinnreeiriniiineereenssinisneneeseeninnnnne.. 3,297 ¢

El Paso route.

From San Francisco Bay (8an José) to Fulton, (Lieut.

Puarke’s report, 1855, ungubliuhad,)........................ 1,972 miles.
From Sau Francicco Bay (San José) to Ban Francisco...., 44 ¢
From Fulton to New York, (Humphreys’ report, in Pacific

Railroad Report, vol. 1, p, 108)............ vererenernn - 1,335 ¢

Total ...... reerereerenserraesens vevssaensaierrettene. sorens 3,351 ¢

Making a difference of only fifty-four miles in favor of the Albu-
querqe route, as shown by the Pacific railroad surveys—a difference
too small to be a matter of grave objection. These and uther esti-
mates of diatance cannot be expected to be entirely correct; but they
approximate the precise distances as nearly as published surveys and
explorations will allow of. The above difference of fifty-four miles,
however, in reduced to four miles, if wo estimate the distance from
Ban Bernardino to 8an Francisco, vic the Cajen Pass, Caiinda de lox
Uvas, and Fatero Plain,* as in the following table, thereby avoiding
the detonr of Licutenant Parke’s route vie Rants Barbars and the
Gaviote Puss,

From the latest authorities, for the respeetive routes from the Mis-
sismippi river, at 8t. Louis, via Albuguerque, and st Memphin, vie
El Paso and Fort Yunm, to San Francisco, Californin, T find the most
dircet dintances over which the mail should travel g follows ;

* Bro Birch's proposl.
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Route from Memphis, via El Paso, dic.

From Memphis to Preston ?) ......... corsssmnennees 375 miles.
From Preston to Waco Tanks (5).. 816 «
From Wac Taoks to Fort Fillraore (c).. 40 ¢
From Fort Fillmore to Pimas villages (d).. 308 ¢
From Pimas villages to Fort Yuraa (€)...ccooveirivvnnnes 167 4

From Fort Yuma to S8au Bernardino (f). ......ccconnnres 180 ¢
From San Bernardino to 8an Francisco, via Cajon Pass,
Cafiada de los Uvas, and Estero Plain (9)....co0seevune 420 «

Route from 8t. Louis, via Spﬁn‘gtﬁeld, Antelope Hills, or Canadian
river, Albuquerque, dc., to San Francisco.

From St. Lonis to head of Pajarito creek (2)....ccuveens 860 miles.
From head of Pajarito creek to S8an Francisco (via

Cafion Carnuel or 8an Antonio, New Mexico,) and

via Tah-ee-chay-pah Pass, California.....covivreennnnns 1,246

From 8t. Louis to Campbell’s Pass, via Galisteo (3)... 1,080 *¢
From Campbell's Pass to S8an Francisco, as above (j). 1,085 ¢

Notr.—As an interesting comparison between these two routes,
take Captain Whipple’s modified distance—1,952 miles—from Fort
Rmith to 8an Francisco, and add 250 miles in & direct line from Fort
Bmith to Memphis, from the General Railrond Map above referred to,
and we have from the same initial point—Memphis—a distunce to
San Francisco of 2,202 miles.

Thus the difference in the distances of the two routes between the
Minsissippi river and Ban Francisco is too inconsiderable to become
material,

(1) Beo General Pacific Ruilrond Map, in handn of engeaver,
(h) Beo Captain J. Pope's report, 1864, Ho. Doe. 14, page 61,
(¢) teneral Pacific Railroad Map

() Linut. Parke's report, unpublished.

(¢} Mnjor Emory's revonninsance, 1840, aml Paclile Railroad profile, 32d parallel route,
(/') Laeut. Willintwson‘s surveys, Iln. Doe, 123 & ¢, &e.

(v) Lieut, Willlsmson, 185259, and Lieut, Parke, '54<"65, unpublished map and report
(#) Goneeal Pacifle Railrond Map, & e.

(1) eneral Pacifie Rallrond Mop snd Captain Whipple's undistributed report.

(/) Captain Whipple's repoct and General Facific Katlrond Map, #¢., &o.
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As a pioneer route for the first great railroad that may be con-
structed to the Pacific, the Postmaster General hae bestowed upon it
all the labor and examination which the multiplied business of hia |
department would allow of. If all or & greater portion of the railroads '
from the large cities and the States east of the Mississippi had concen-
trated at any one point on that river, such point would have been
selected for the overland route to California. Rat ench is not the fact.
They concentraie chiefly at 8t. Louis, Cairo, and Memphis. Cairo is
mentioned in this connexion because, throngh the Illinois Central,
nearly all the railroads constructed for 8t. Louis may be said alwo to:
connect with the Mississippi at Cairo. Finding, therefore, no common
centre on the Mississippi, the next desirable object was to find some
common point west 0} that river from which a main stem could be
})‘I;ojected passing westward to California. If you started out from 8t.

uis west you must lose all the connexions with the Cairo and
Memphis railroads ; but by starting out from 8t. Louis, and diverging
south with her railroad now making to her Iron Mountain, you will
presently receive the great railroad coming out from Cairo, so richly
endowed that it is sure to be made at no distant day. 8till bearing
southwestward, we presently receive, at Little Rock, the other branch
of the road from Memphis, connecting the line with all the great rail-
roads of Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, and
Kentucky. Not far from Little Rock the Vickshurg and New Orleans
and Texas railroads fall in, bringing in, from alinost every portion of
the great river, all the connexions which ali the Atlaniic States north
wid south can make to that great highway which we are trying to
establish. Thus it is that we have found west of the Mississippi what
we could not obtain on ti—a common coucentration of railroads to s
single point from which the future railroad may commence, swollen
and enlarged in its common stem by the ¢contributions of the railways
coming in from nearly every State of the Union.

This diversion of the route to a southern direction by Little Rock
or Preston has, however, other advantages than any to which we have
a8 yet adverted.

“ By starting from 8t. Louis, the great western mart, and connecting
at Little Rock or Preston with the line from Memphis, the two great
seetions of the country are accommodated,

“Instead of projecting this mail, and its attendant benofits, into the
wilderness, from the frontier of Missouri, to buffet with north winds
and snows upon the plains of Kansas in winter, and drag over mo-
notonous, waterless, treeless wantes in summer, it was located throngh
the centre of Missouri, of Arkansas, and throughout the western fron-
tier of Texas, It will thus develop hitherto unknown resources in
thowe Btates, Tt will open a vast agricultural and mineral region in
Missouri ; lend a helping hand to the young, growing, and unappre-
cinted State of Arkansas; and conduct the hardy pioneer to the de-
lightful woodlands and prairies of Texas. For nearly a theusand
miles the travellar will be traverwing a country abounding in beauty
"“'lll in healthfulness, possessing & salubrious climate and a fruitful
goil.”’

Nor should it be forgotten that tho southern location of the route,
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especially if it shall be followed by the construction of & railroad, may
serve a valuable purpose in reference to the neighboring republic of
Mexico. In time of peace it will shed its blessings on Eath natious,
whilst in time of war it will farnish a highway for troops and muni-
tions of war, which might enable us to vindicate our rights, and pre-
serve untarnished our national honor.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. AARON V. BROWN,

Norz.-—Since the action of the department on this important subject,
a publication has appeared i the public journals, from the pen of Mr,
Bartlett, late of the Bour.  : Commission, so full of valuable and
reliable information, that ti Postmaster General respectfully begs
leave to sabjoin it to this rep.it, as follows:

THE OVERLAND MAIL TO CALIFORNIA.
[Prom the Providence Journat of August 18.)

Communication from Mr. John R. Bartlett.

The recent decision of the Postmaster General, in adopting the
south.cn route a. the one over vhich the United States mail shall bo

. carried between the valicy of the Mississippi river and San Francisco,

in California, having attracted much attention, I have deemed it a
duty to submit & few remarks on the subject. In doing this, I do not

i propose to discuss the geographical question of a northern, a central,

or & southern route, or the advantages or disadvantages which may
accrue to any particular section of the country from the selection of a
route, but simply to speak of the advantagzes which I belirve the route
vdopted to possess, and of the facility with which a wagon road may
b constructed over it. My conclusivos are based, not upon the reports
or cxgylumtiuns of others, but from my own observations while em-
ploye upon the surwey of the Mexican boundary line.

'The goves ument has doubtless made its choice from the reports of
the examinations made by the several parties which crossed the country
with a view to collect such facts as would cnable it to decide upon a
route for a railroad to connect the Atlantic with the Pacific ocean,

It in well knowa that the surveys and explorations of the United
States Boundary Commiesion, with which I was conneeted from the
year 1850 to 1853, were near the parallel of 32 degrees, both east and
went of the Rio Grande.  Our journeys in Texas commenced near the
97th meridian of longitude, whence we passed to the table lands at
the north, and traversed the country a distance of nearly eix hundred
miles between the 31st and 32d Yarulk-lu. From the woodless nature
of the country here, one is ¢nabled from any hill or eminenco to'cast
his eyo over u vast surface, as though lo king at & map, and notice
all mountaion, elevations, snd depressions ; the rivers and small water-
courses, the wator-nheds, and the timbered lands; in fact, over so
open a district as here exista, an observer may obtain a mont exact idea
of the face of the country for fifty or & hundred miles from his point

——————
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of observation, ‘rrﬁcnlotly if that point is on the summit of an isolated :
hill, of which there are many in the 2istrict in question. X

For a large portion of this journey we travelled, with seven loaded
wagons, where no travellers had been before, following no track and
directed by no guice. Water waa found in the various tribataries of
the Colorado, which river was in sight at the north, and until we
reached the sources of the Concho. Here came the first desert, and
here begins the vast desert region which extends to the Rio Grande.
This line of desert reaches far to the north, and includes the well
known Llano Estacado, which was croased by our party at its shortest
angle, about sixty-five miles across. This phin is level and hard the
entire distance, and would require no labor to make a road acroas it
available. It is without wood and water, yet in several depressions
water is often found, and there is little doubt that by sinking wells it
might be procured at all times. In the passes of Castle mountain,
ten miles east of the Pecon, there were traces of water, where it might
be found by digging. We followed the Pecos and its tributary, Del-
aware creek, for more than a hundred miles, the country leing quite
level the entire distance to the Guadalupe mountains and pass. )?rum
this the country is comparatively level to the Rio Grande. There are
no mountains to cross, except the Hueco range, twenty-eight miles
from El Paso, and these are attended with trifling difficulties. In
water there is the greatest deficiency, there Leen no running streams
between the Guadalupe mountains and El Paso, a distance of about one
hundred and ten miles, The first water is u spring called Qjo del
Cuerpo, about fifteen miles northwest of the lman, and ten miles further
a pond where there is water and grans at all times ; next, at the Cor-
nudes del Alamo, and again at the Sierra Hueco, where there are
springs and natural water tanks or basins. These, by being dug; out
and properly opened, could be made to furnish the neccemary water
for the stations. This district, butween the Guadnlupe mountains
and the Rio Grande, is the longest and most difficult to cross of any
enst of that river, on aceount of the deficiency of water ; yet, reckoning
two springs at the Cornudos del Alamo, ten miles apart, and there are
five watering-places in the one hundred and ten miles,  Of this dis-
tance, eighty-two miles is over a hard roiling country, where we ran
our teems without danger ; the remaining twenty-eight miles, from
the Hueco mountains, is sandy. At the several watering-places there
is an abundance of grama grass.

The route thus far described lies a little to the wouth of that selcc-
ted by tho Postmaster General for the California mail, though the
western portion of it for nearly three hundred miles (presuming that
of Captain Marcy to be folluwvd{ will be the same.  From this point,
on the Pecow, to the 99th meridian, the character of the country in
much the same, The Llano Estacado is crossed further north, after
which the route is intersected by the northern tributaries of the Col-
orado, while the Boundary Commission crossed the southern ones.
Thence he follows the Brazosand Washita rivers. The country here,
from the Pecos to the Red river, except across the plain referred to,
in well watered, with timber bordering most of the streams, many
of which have valleys or bottoms well adapted for cultivation, This

- - - .
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belt of ocountry, which is watered by the Colorado, the upper
Brazos, and the Red river, projects three hundred miles or more
heyoad the generally acknowledged limit of population west of the
Miseissippi, thereby lessening the distance of desert to be crossed in
order to reach the Rio Grande. For this reason, therefore, the south-
ern route along the line traced has advantages over the central one
in having a much narrower belt of woodless and wateriess country to
over, while the whole distance is about the same.

The next advan of the southern line, and a most important one,
is, that the summit level at El Paso is from 3,800 to 4,000 feet above
the level of the sea, while that of the central or Albnglne ue route,
pear the 35th parallel, is, according to the Pacific Ral Reports,
not far from 7,000 feet. The temperature at these two points corre-
sponds with the difference in elevation. At Albuquerque the mercury
sinks below sero, and the Rio Grande is sumetimes frozen over so that
persons may cross on the ice. At El Paso it has never been known
to sink as low as zero. The Boundary Commission wintered there in
1850 -’51, which was pronounced the coldest ever known there. Snow
fell once or twice at night, but disappeared the day following before
noou, and the mercury sank on a single oocasion to 10°,

These conclusions are not new, as the same opinion was expressed
in my ¢ Personal Narrative’'—a regort of explorations connected with
the Boundary Commission, published immediately on the return of
that body from the survey of the line. In volume oue of that work,
page 139, in speaking of the district east of the Rio Grande, it is
stated that—

“The country is well adapted for a wagon road, and equally so for
a railway. From Fredericksburg, in Texas, all the way to the Rio
Grande, there i3 a natural road, which, as a whole, is better than one-
half the roads in the United Ntates west of the Missisaippi. Very
little has been done to this road of nearly 600 miles to render it what
it is; and a little labor where the streams are crossed, with a bridge
across the Pecos, which could be constructed with ease and at a small
uxi)eme, would make the whole of it equal to our best turnpikes.’’

n continuation of my remarks on the practicability of constructing
u great wagon road near the parallel of 32°, I suggested the necemsity
of sinking wells at certain places, and further stated as my belief, from
what ! had heard from Mexicans who had travelled the country be-
tween the Pecos and the Rio (irande, that water could be found in
other places not then known to travellers, thereby removing one of
the greatest obstacles in crossing this arid region. )

The district of country bordering on the Rio (irande at Kl Paso is
the widest and richest portion of the bottom lands slong that stream,
and hence capable of sustaining a larger population thas at any other
point.  The strip of bottom land known ax the ‘“Mesilla Valley,”
though not one-half the extent of that south of El Paso, ix also valua-
ble; und at Dofia Ana, as well as u foew miles to the north, the bot-
tom landn again expand into & broad s»lain, admirably adapted to arti-
ficial irrigation and agriculture, and consequently to the sustaining
of & laryer population than is clscwhere to be found in that vicinity.
Indecd, it may with truth be assorted that the richest portion of the

—
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walley of the Rio Grande lies betwoen the parallels of 31° 3(Y and 88 |

d . El Paso lies in 31° 45'. Of the extent of the culturable

b ey near the parallel of 35° I am not prepared to speak with con-
ence.

I will now speak of the country west of the Rio Grande near the |
perallcl of 32 degrees, near which the contemplated mail route is to
run. l;ll\u dumltlst w;n uently orossed and nannudf lg);w‘

rsonally, as well as by various enginesring parties of the
amminion. To avai ourulmofdlogv ing-places then |
known, we followed the Rio Grandeto Santa Barbara, thence westwardly
to Cooke’s spring. Our surveying parties, which followed the line
of 32° 22, found springs at several places between DNofia Ana sad
Cooke’s spring, and in their various reconnaissances-discovered water
in meny places not marked on the maps or known to travellers. |
Prooeeding west, the Rio Mimbres and a copious spring called Ojo de |
Vaca followed at intervals of ten and twelve miles. \

Westward from Ojo de Vacs the vast region extending to Tuceon |
was entirely unknown, and I am not aware was ever traversed by any |
party of white men [;revionl to 1851, when it became necessary that |
our Commission should penetrate it. When Col. Cooke was here in
1847 with his battalion, on his march to California, his guide, Leroux,
was afraid to cross it, not knowing of the existence of water there.
He therefore advised the Colonel to take a southwesterly course to the
Guadalupe Pass, in Sonors, thence to 8an Pedro river, Tucson, and
the Gila. Col. Cooke took this route and opened a way, which has
since been laid down on the maps as Cooke’s road, while the district
avoided by him is designated ‘‘us an open prairie and a good route,
if water can be found.”” Such was simply the ‘‘belief’’ of Leroux.
In entering upon this unknown district we had many fears ; yet, with
a train of both heavily laden wagons and pack mules, we took a course
due west from Ojo de Vaca, and found in the Burro mountains, fifteen
miles distant, an abundance of water and a small stream, which I
think extended to the Gila. We had followed a ravine for five miles
throngh the mountains, and supposed we should be obliged tv retrace
our steps; yet, after searching an hour or two, we found a passage
through the mountains for our wagons without using a spade or
encountering auy ateep ascent or descent.

Thus the whole party for the survey of the line to its western ex-
tremity, and that for the survey of the Gila, as well as one of the Rio
Grande divisions, with their loaded wagons, pack mules, & herd of
twenty-five oxen and one hundred and fifty sheep, traversed this un-
kpown region, cromsing mountains, ridges, open plains, and desert
wastes, without losing or crippling & wagon ; without suffering for the
want of water, which was a{ways found at conveniont distances until
tha rivers Ban Pedro and (ila were reached, In some casen where no
water was scen wo dug for it, and in every instance fouud it near the
surface. [n every mountain range defiles easy of access, with gradual
ancents and descents, were everywhere found by diverging a little to
the right or left. (irama, too, for our large train of mules, horses,
cattle, and sheep, was always found in abundunce, When encamp-
ing on the woodless plains there was a deficiency in fire-wood, but when
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wear the mountains or streamas there was ty. Sometimcs we were

;on ligg;‘mmm' to ‘::d . mpl , and !“.th at onoe;

mw to satisfy me thata exploring for the purpose,

and not confined to ‘Mpumla lino,l;:l’d fiud all these necessaries

in abundance and at convenient distances from the Rio Grande to the
valley of ¢ae Santa Crus.

The valley of the Ranta Crux is the richest, and, tho:ﬁh quite limited
in breadth, contains more land suitable for agricultaral purposes than
any between the Rio Grande and the Pacific within the belt between the
31st parallel and the Gila. Here, too, near SBanta Cruz, Tubac, Tam-
aoacovi and Tucsor, are forests of mesquit, and the only considerable
tracts of woodland (the mountains excepted) in this large district.
In this valley are some of the oldest missionary establishments in
America, Marco de Niss and Coronado having traversed this valley
and made known its advantages before the year 1550. Sach is the
superior excellence of this valley, as compared with the other portions
of the so-called ¢ Gadsden Purchase,”’ lying west of the Rio Grande val-
ley, that it should be made available for as many stations as possible
on the contemplated mail route. It contains the chief population of
the district; is traversed by an excellent road ; it opens the most direct
and best route to Sonors, and is bounded on the east by the Santa
Rita and other mountains known to abound in iron as well as the
precious metals. The valley of S8an Pedro is admirably adapted for
grazing, but not for agricultural purposes.

That my ideas with regard to this route are not now stated for the
first time, but were made known to the government six years ago,
I will quote from my despatch from Santa Cruz to the Hon. Alexander
H. H. Stuart, Becretary of the Interior, dated September 27, 1851:

““Being the first party of which we have knowledge which has
crossed the unknown region lying east of the San Pedro and south of
theGila, * * ~* I am now enabled to state, with great
satisfaction, tnat the direct route travelled by the commission, nearly
west from Ojo de Vaca, is a rcute far more practicable for a road or
railway than Couke's route; that the distance from water to water is
less; that the hills and mountains to be crossed are infinitely less in
height und casier to pass; and, lastly, that there is a saving in the
distunce, between this and Coaoke’s, of more than 100 miles,"’

A more extended view was given by me of the adaptation of this
route for & wagon rowl ot raiiway in a communication to the presi-
dent of the Atlanticand Pacific Railway Company, in reply to a note
from him asking my opinion on the subject. My letter wan dated
December 21, 1853, and appeared in several New York and other
papera. I make a few extracts:

*Until recently, the maps of the interior portinas of our continent
have exhibited a great chain, known as the Kocky mountains, as con-
tinuous from a high northern latitude to the Iscomus of Panama,
therchy presenting a barrier to the construction of » great public
highway; but such does not convey an accurate iden of the geographi-
cul fentures of this region. * * * * * * *

“ About the parallelof 32732 the Rocky mountains suddenly drop off,
eight miles south of Fort Webster, and, with the exception of & few

Vol, ii~—=64




1010 REPORT OF THE

spurs, seem to disappear entirely for about 100 miles. Here we emerge
into the great Plneln, elevated from 4,000 to 5,000 feet above the level
of the sea, which is crossed by no continuous range of mountains for
the distanco stated. Short, isolated mountains and conical hills alone
a?peor at intervals, and these are sometimes separated by fifty miles
of plain. Through the State of Chihuahua this plateau is limited on
the west by the Sierra Madre, but o the east it crosses the Rio Grando
and extends across the northern portion of Texas. * * ¢

*The belt of country here noted may safely be set down at from 80
to 100 miles in width, and extends from the Rio Grande to the Coast
nnie of mountains on the Pacific. The mountains present no barrier
to the construction of a railway, being in short ridges from five to ten
miles in length, overlappirg each other, with broad defiles or og‘e’n
spaces between, affording casy passages turough, * * * * ()
travelled, with loaded wagons, more than thirty miles a day across
this district, without once locking their wheels, and this too where
there was no road. Every mountain range was passed through
without difficulty ; und, in some instances, so gradual was the ascent
and descent as to be scarcely perceptible.”

It will thus appesr that this entire district, from the Rio Grande to
the Colorado, with its broad, npen, gravelly plains, is admirably adapted
for either a great wagon roa({ or arailway. ¥rom Tucson to the Gila
is & desert of ninety miles without water. This dcsert is as hard as
marble and perfectly level. Midway, at the Picacho, is 8 depression
where water is often found, and where it would be advisable to sink
wells. Twelve miles south of the Gila are similar cavities,

At the Pimo villages, on the Gila, is a fine agricultural district,
consisting of a plain more than twenty miles in length by four in width,
which for ages has been cultivated by the semi-civilized Indians. Im-
mediately to the north of this is another large and cexcellent agricul-
tural district, bordering on the Salinas, which cuters the (fila seven
miles below the Pimo villages, This river is much larger than the
(ila. I traced its course for about forty miles, and found its bottom
Iands intersected in all directions by ancient irrigating canals; while
the numerous tumuli, mounds, and crumbling editices of & race now
possed away show that it once susteined o lurge population.

The Gila would be follawed by a rond for nbout one hundred and
oighty miles to Fort Yuma, at the junction with the Colorado, chicfly
on the adjacent platenu, which is hard and level,  The bottom varies
in width, and in many places bears & heavy growth of cotton-wood,
The Colorado, which s crossed by ferries, might ensily be hridged,
Here, again, i w wide valley or lottom suseeptibile of a high degree
of cultivation. This, too, iw marked by the remmins of irrigating cuoals,
first dug by the aboriginal tribes, and subsequently by the old Span-
ards, who had ® mission here,

We new reach the Californin desert, about one hundred miles neroga,
Thin ix very hard and level, with ocensionnl wpots of snad. It is
entirely destitute of wood, nnd neatly wo of geans,  Water in the dry
senson iw only to be obtained by digging.  Thix i found st Cooke’s
welle, Alamo Mucho, and Sackett’s welln. By sinking large wells
it conld doubtless be found in any quantity desirable,  In sensons
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when the Colorado overflows its banks, its waters fill large basins in

the desert, where it sometimes remains two or three years before it is

entirely absorbed by the sands or evaporated by thesun. Carissa creck,

a small stream, which, after flowing a few miles, is lost in the sands,

furnished water in the driest scasons. From this point to Ban Diego

there is not only water at convenient distances, but an abundance of
rass.

The route here described from eastern Texas is taken by numbers
of emigrant trains, except that portion of it from the Rio Grande to the
Santa Cruz valley, whicg, until the Boundary Commission followed it,
was unknown. The emigrants took Cooke's road, which was & hundred
miles longer. On my return from California we met emigrant parties
every day after leaving the Gila, and in one instance a drove of 17,000
sheep, all bound for San Francisco.

As these remarks have already been too much extended, I forbear
mentioning other and more minutc particulars of the advantages which
may be claimed for the southern route. From what has been stated,
it is evident that the region over which it is to pass is not the paradise
which some have claimed for it ; but, poor as it is in many respects,
it is infinitely better and presents more advantages fora great national
highway than any yet discovered to California.
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APPENDIX A.

Route No. 1,809— New Orleans to Cairo; compensation, $329,000; Aalf
trip, $449 50,

In pursuance of the seventh section of the act of Congress, passed
on the 3d March, 1857, and by direction of the Postmaster General,
the undersigned have re-examined all questions arising out of fines
imposed upon the contractors for carrying the mails on route No.
7,809, New Orleans to Cairo, on the Mississippi river ; and having
compared the same with the evidence produces, respectfully submit
the following adjustment, and recommend its adoption :

First quarter of 1856,

Remit the fines and deductions imposed for failures, for fuilures to
arrive in schedule time, for failures to connect, for failures at inter-
mediate offices, and for inferior service during the months of January
and February, 1856, amounting to $48,504 73; and let the fines and
deductions imposed for failures, for failures to arrive in schedule time,
and for inferior service in the mounth of March, 1856, amounting to
$7,619 95, remain as settled, upon the iollowing evidence, viz:

No. 1. William M. Murphy, special agent, reports from New Or-
leans, on the 6th February, 1856, ¢“ That the interruntions in the
service, on route 7,809, still continue; the almost unprezedented state
of the navigation, and the continved cold weather, promise but little
improvement for some time to come. I have refrained from giving
you frequent reports, whicli could have been but reiterations of the
same thing, from time to time; no company, wheilies they owned
boats or not, could improve the service until the ice shall disappear.”

No. 2, William J, Brown, special agent, reporis from Cairo, on
the 16th January, 1856 : ¢ Failures have been quite frequent in con-
sequence of the intensely cold weather. In muny instances engines
were frozen up on the road,  From Cincinnati to Louisville ice has
80 obstructed the navigation that the mail line of boats have ceased
their regular trips, The ice is ruuning very heavily on the Missin-
sippi river from Cairo to Vicksburg, an ocenrrence searcely aver known
before,  Thix detaing and impedes the operation of the mails between
Cairo und New Orleans, which nre now very heavy ; but the company
are making every exertion, and receiving mails with much more regu-
Tarity than conld be expeeted from the present condition of the river.”’

No. . Postinaster at Cairo, reports from Cairo, on the 30th Jan-
nary, 1856, in veganl to performance of serviee on route 7,809, and
staten: *“That the contractors have done everything i their power,
wparing neither Tabor nor expense in the proseention of their contract
but, owing to the heavy running ice in the river below here, and the
low stage of the water, there have been but few bonts for the past
month that wonld tazard a trip, or up to this point.  Reliable citi-
zenn of thin vicinity, who have resided in this conntry from fifteen to
twenty years, all concur in the stutement that they have never wit-
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nessed such formidable impediments to navigation on the Mississippi
river, below here, of so long continuance. the old boatmen whom
I have heard speak of it, and it is & subject of daily and almoet hourly
remark here, make the same statement. There have been from twenty
to thirty-five boats lying here cver since the 35th of December. Most
of them retaining their officers and crews, resting under the proba-
bility, justified by this latitude and the experience of all past scasons,
that & day or two later would witnesa a change of weather and the
condition of the river, but up to this present moneat there has been
no indication of improvement in either. I make “his statement from
a sense of justice to the contractors, who are, app ‘rently, and, I be-
lieve, renl\'y, doing all that can be done to carry ou" their contract.”’

No. 4. Postmaster at Cairo, on the 1st February 1856, reports:
““The river is still obstructed by hieavy running ice, an ! but few boats
are leaving or arriving. Those arriving for the pas. month have
been from eight to twenty days from New Orleans, and ‘he prospect
is still unfavorable to improvement."’

No. 5. Postmaster at Cairo reports from Cairo, on the .'d March,
1856 *‘I have permitted the mails to be carried, in some iustances,
on boats that, under ordinary circumstances, would have been refused.
1 had no other alternative but to ship on them or retain the mails, as
it hus been impossible to make any calculation since the first of Janu-
ary when a boat would leave.”

No. 6. The postmaster at Natchez, on 16th Iebruary, 1856, re-
‘::rts : ““This office has been without a mail from Cairo, and all offices

tween there, for from three to six days, at various times ; they are
now beginning to arrive more regularly as navigation is opening.
The cortractors have no boats; they wait for the first that comes.”’

No. 7. A memorial, signed by twenty-threc merchants and busi-
ness men of New Orleans, and by the cuptains of twenty-seven steam-
boats running on the Mississippi river, recommending that the
contractors on 7,809 be indemnified for all fines and forfeitures im-
posed by the Postmaster General in consequerco of failure on their
part to make schedule time during the first and third quarters of 1856,

lhe captains of steamboats state that they know from their personal
knowledge, having had long experience in navigating the Minsissippi
river, that the ice during the first, and low water amfﬁ)gu during the
third quarter, rendered it impossible to perform the service any better
than it was done, the difficulties from ice and low water having been
worse than ever known ; ‘‘and we belicve that every effort was made,
regardless of expense, to perform the service in good faith,”” The
twenty-three merchants and business men of New Orlenns urge the
(le&urtment to u fuvorable consideration of the foregoing.

o. 8, (. A, Philips makes oath on the 17th January, 1857 :

I have been in the employ as agent of the conductors on route 7,800,
New Orleans to Coiro, since March 1, 1856, and have been during the
whole time familiar with their business, Most of the money they
have expended has been paid out cither by myself, under my super-
vision, or on drafts drawn by me. 1 have charge of the books. I
know of my own personal knowledge no painu or expense have been
spared to overcome the natural or other obstacles which have presented

L
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themaselves, for the Enrpooo of carrying the mails according to the
spirit and letter of the contract, having myself transacted the business
under such instructions from the coutractors. The expense incurred
for the first and third quarters far exceeded tho &.y received from the
department. It is a fact generally known that the ice almost entirely
suspended navigation dering ..ic months of Janvary and February, and
it was during this time that the heaviest outlay of the first quarter
was incurred, having to pay large sums to get the mail forwarded at
all. The exp ded the receipts about $30,000."

No. 9. Postmaster General Campbell, in obedieuce to a resolution
of the 4th of February, 1856, calling for information relative to the
mail communication between New Orleans and Cairo, reported on the
9th February, 1856, to the Senate, viz :

¢‘ The short time allowed would alone have rendered it difficalt to
perfect all necessary preparations for commencing on the 1st of Janu-
a?, and regzularly continuing daily meul service, as required ; but an
additional and entirely unforeseen difficulty arose, from the severity of
the weather, which caused, to some extent, a suspension of the navi-
gation of the Mississippi river. A special agent of this department,
writing from New Orleans on the 28th January, 1856, says, ¢ that
owing to the condition of the river, which is filled with floating ice,
from Cairo to the mouth of Red river, a distance of 750 miles, no line
of boats could perform the service with any degree of regularity.” He
also states that there is & combination of steamboat interests aiming
to break down the mail contractors and force the department to accept
the enormous and combined bid of $600,000.”

‘‘ Another agent under dat~ of 30th January, 1856, reports as
follows: ¢ The uncommou severity of the winter, and unheard of ob-
structions from ice on the lower Mississippi, have prevented the ship-
ment of mails with any regularity. It has been beyond the power or
capacity of any parties to have lmrﬁ»rmud a regular service, even with-
out the opposition against which the contractors have contended.’

“These Hnrmidab\e difticulties have thus far prevented the conveyance
of the maile with due regularity. I have the most positive ussurances
that the contractors are using every effort to perform their duty, and
that they will yet succeed to the satisfaction of thisx department and
the publie.  Iu the present condition of the river they are clearly en-
titled to some indulgence ; but wo soon as the ohstructions from ice are
removed, they will be held to the strictest acconntability. If then,
after a rensonable time, the stipulated service i not rendered, und fre-
quent irregularities ocecur, 1 shall proceed to exercise the power
specinlly reserved to me, 1o annul the contract for repented failures."”

No, 10. Postmaster at Cairo reports from Cairo, on the 19th Feb-
ruary, 1856 1 have not strictly observed the instructions of the de-
partment relative to the departuro of the mails from this offiee, for
the reason that it has heen impowsible to do so during the obstructions
to navignation, occunioned by the ice.  Boats have had to choose their
own time of leaving port, and rather than detain the mails in this
office, in the absence of any probability that tiey would he sent at the
actunl time required, 1 have thought 1t the interest of the department
and the public to embrace, in every instance, the first opportunity
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afforded, after a mail was made up in the morning, that it might be
forwarded the same day, rather than to obeerve the schedule hour of
departure, when it was certain by so doing it would not leave until
the next day, or, perhaps, in two or three days after.’”

No. 11. William M. Marphy, on the 23d May, 1857, on his cath
deposes and says: ‘I was deputed as special agent of the Post Office
Department to put in operation the mail service on the Miseissippi
river, route 7,809—New Orleans to Cairo—to commence on the lat
January, 1856. On the given day I wasat Cairo, and the contractors
commenced the service. After remaining at that point for several
days, in conference with the mail company, they presented a list of
boats, which being duly inspected and received, according to instruc-
tions, a copy was forwarded the department, and the postmasters of
Cairo and New Orleans were directed by me to nhiP the mails on said
boats, or on such as were of equal class and s R

¢ The weather had been extremely cold for some weeks, and ice was
commencing to form very rapidly on the upper Mississippi and the
Ohio rivers. On the night of the 3d, I started for Louisville on
steamer ‘David White,” but such were th~ interruptions that we
were only able to reach Evansville, where the boat was compelled to
lay up. In a few days the Ohio was entirely closed to its mouth, and
the lrisaiui pi was filled with floating ice. On the 17th, (January,
1856,) 1 had returned to Cairo, where I found a large number of boats
laid up, and navigation almost entirely snspended. On that night I
left for New Orleans, on board the ¢ Effie Afton,’ with the mails of
the 15th, 16th, and 17th. It was with great difficulty we made our
way through the ice, being mostly to float with it, until below Mem-

his, and serious interruptions were experienced until we passed
t’icksburg. These interruptions coniinued up to the 28th February,
1866. Navigation continued to he more or less obstructed until some
time in March, to an extent which prevented boats from making good
time, Irom the commencement of the service the contractors scemed
to muke every cffort to perform it, regardless of expense or tronble,
or sacrifice. 1 know that they huve paid alone, for the transporta-
tion of the mails, five hundred dollars per day, besides heavy contin-
ent expenses for agents, &c. It was un impossibility for boats to
iave made schedule time,”’

Second quarter of 1856,

Let the flues and deduetions imposed upon the contractors during
the accond quarter of 1856, amounting to $9,287 38, and the fines
for failures ut intermedinte offices during the said qnarter, which were
impored upon the contractors in the settlement of the third quarter,
amounting to the further sum of’ $3,570, remain an settled upon the
following evidenee, viz:

George A, Phillipw, the arent of the contractors, in hix aflidavit
made on the Tl Junuary, 1857, states :

“ During the second quarter (of 18536) the outlay was not ao heavy,
and the muily were earried with much grester regularity, the river
being in good navigable coudition,”’
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William M. Murphy, in his afidavit made on the 23d May, 1857,
states:

¢ The spring of 1856 opened with a good river, and, during the
second quarter, the contractors had every opportunity to perform a
stisfactory service. The long continued cold weather and interrup-
tions to the navigation had caused large accumulations of freights on
the coast, and the rivers were crowded with steamers.’’

1 can see no reason for excusing any failures on their part, save
thoee which might occasionally occur from the unavoidable accidents
of navigation. They certainly, if ever, had now a fair opportunity to
fulfil the promises made for a good and sufficient service. The records
of the department show the character of the service performed, and
the Postmaster General expressed satisfaction with it.

Third quarter of 1856.

Of the sum of $36,112 26 deducted from the pay of the contractors
in the third quarter of 1856, let the fines and deductions imposed for
failing to depart, amcunting to $6,742 50 ; and the fines which were
deducted from their pay this quarter for failures at intermediate offices
during the second quarter of 1856, amounting to $3,5670, making
together, the sum of $10,312 50, remain as settled. And let there be
remitted the fines imposed for failures to arrive in schedule time, for
failures to connect, inferior service, and failures at intermediate
offices, during this third quarter of 1856, amounting to $25,824 76,
upon the following evidence, viz:

William M. Murphy, in his affidavit made on the 23d May, 1857,
states :

““ The commencement of the third quarter found the river falling
very rapidly ; the Ohio not navigable for large bonts, and the Upper
Mississippi scarcely so; the New Orleans boats had commenced to lay
up for Jneir usual repairing. The contractors immediately made ar-
rangements for such control over boats as would enable them to be
employed in the transportation of the mails, irrespective of the want
of business,  To do this, they had to charter them at from one to two
thousand dollars per month, and run them at their own expense.
During the third and fourth quarters they purchased, to my knowledge,
the controlling interest in AIO T. C. Twitchell and 8t. Charles, and
churtered the ¢ Antelope,” ¢ KEmpire,” ‘R. W, McRue,” ¢ Luey Robin-
won,” ¢ Republic,” *J, E. Montgomery,’ ¢ Wm. Garvin,” and ¢ High
h\l er.' ”n

‘y‘The water continued very low all the season, and winter approached
with no improvement in the condition of the river. Of course but
little huniness wan doing, and, though a very healthy season, the travel
was limited. The shipment of the mails seemed the principal objest
of tho contractors, and [ have known them to return one of their
boats to New Orleans after only an hour or two, and that at a loss
of over a thousand dollars for the trip.”

No. 8. G. A, Philips, in his affidavit made on the 17th day of
January, 1867, statea: * The expenses of the third quarter exceeded
those of any other. The river, during the whole time, was 80 low
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© that none bat the highest draught boata could ruc. Indeed, all river
| men concur in saving that the Missisaippi was never so low and so
- dangerous to navignte as during this season. The statistics of disas-

ters, during the time, being ient evidence of this, even without
~ the evidence of the boatmen themselves.

Being determined to carry the mails in the best manner the condition
of the river would permit, the contractors purchased and chartered

| boats at & heavy expense and run them at a heavy loxs. The boats

chartered, with three exceptions, were ut two thousand dollars per

month. All these boats, with but one exception, met with serious

accidents. One of them, the ¢ Empire,”” was sunk, and proved

* almost a total loss. The “R. W. McRae"’ was snagged and was
saved but with the utmost exertion ; her repairs and loss of time cost
over ten thousand dollars. The  William Garvin’’ was also seri-
ously injured by striking a rock, which compelled her to in dock
at a cust of over twelve hundred dollars. The ‘ Antelope’’ was
grounded and so strained and injured as to compel her to go in dock,
and proving too heavy for the river, was not brought out again. The
¢ 8t. Charles’’ was very seriously injured by grounding, so much so
a8 to cause her to go in dock, being damaged to the amount of two thou-
sand five hundred dollars. The ** T. C. Twitchell "’ was hurt several
times, but not seriously. The *‘ Lucy Kobinson '’ was also snagged
several times, at one time carrying away a part of her side house and
wheel ; her repairs amounted to about five hundred dollars.

Besides these boats, the ¢ Belle Sheridan’’ and ¢ High Flyer ™’
were chartered, but neither could be bronght out of the Ohio river in
consequence of its falling so rapidly. Every possible exertion was
made, and fifteen hundred dollais expended to get the ¢ High Flyer”’
out, but all to no purpose. Besides these boats there were others, but
they proved of too great draught to run all the season ; other suitable
heats were sought for, but could not be procured.

The * Virginia’’ wan purchased, but ia making two trips was so
much injured as to cnmpef her to go in dock. In short, nothing in
the power of the contractors was left undone to facilitate the prompt
delivery of the mails. The expenses of this quarter were about sixty-
five thousand dollars.

No. 13. The postmaster at Cairo, on the 19th January, 1857, reports:
““That at the request of G. A, Phillips, esq., agent for the Cairo and
New Orleans Mail Company, I would beg leave to state the condition
of the Missimsipi river below this point during a portion of the past
summer and the present winter,  During the latter part of July and
the whole of the months of Augnst and September the rivers were
both at 8 very low stage. The Ohio above and the Mississippi below
being lower, according to the invariable statements of the oL ext and
most experienced cn[l»mins and pilots, than at any previous correspond-
ing season within the past twenty-fivo yenrs, rendering navigntion
impracticable for loaded boats of lurgest wize, and quite difficult for

. those of medium size.)’
The memorinl, (No, 7,) signed by 23 merchants und husiness men
. of New Orlenns, and by the captains of 27 steambouts running on the
Minsissippi river, (produced as ¢vidence in the first quarter of 1836,)

——
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recommends that the contractors ea route 7,809 be indemaified for all -
fines' and forfeitures im by the Postmaster General tor failures:
ou their part to make ule time during the third quarter of 1836.
warer s foge Quring the chird quipier redered it Kopossibie t por
water urin ird quarter it ible to per-
ﬁmnthene:vemnyiomthn‘!tmdou. :

Fourth quarter of 1856.

In the fourth quarter of 1856 it was found that the fines and dedno-f
tions amounted to $51,770 70, and that of this sum the fines for failing’
to arrive in achedule time and for inferior service during this quarter
bad been doubled, and amounted to the sum of $25,340 87.

Remit $13,670 43, the excess amount of the doubled fines; and'
remit likewise the further sum of $36,103 27, for fines and deductions -
imposed upon the contractors for failures to arrive in schedule time,
for failures at intermediate offices, and for inferior service; and let
the fine for inferior service in the month of December, 1856, here
reduced to $300, and the deductions for failing to depart during this |
quarter, amounting to $2,697, remain us settled, upon the following
evidenoe, vis:

No. 8. G. A. Phillips, in his affidavit taken on the 17th January,
1857, statss: “ The fourth quarter (October and November) presented
very much the same scenes and occurrences in the history of the mail
on this route a8 the three previous months. The river may have at
times, possibly, been in a little better condition ; but the boats had
the greater obstacles, fogs, (which at this season of the year occur
almost nightly,) to contend against. During December the river has
been in better navigable condition, but the fogs are still very preva-
lent in the lower part of the river. I am confident that the mails
have been carried us promptly as the condition of navigution would
vermit, and that they conld not have been delivered as promptly
without this heavy outiay.”’

No. 13. Postmaster at Cairo, on the 19th January, 1857, reports
from Cairo: ‘‘A rise occurred in October, affording a fair stage of
water until about the middle of December, when the rivers again
beeame quite low, and have continued receding to the present time.”

William A. Murphy, on the 4th June, 1857, explains so much of
his affidavit made on the 23d Muy, 1857, (No, 11,) as refers to the
service during the fourth quarter of 1856 as follows, viz:

‘1t is due to my statement, made and filed in the department 23d
May lust, and now under your investigation, in reference to the ser-
viee performed by the Cairo and New Orleans mail company during
the yenr 1856, that [ should further state, in explanation of the river
snd other difficulties attending the navigation during the fourth quar-
ter, that the scason therein referred to embraced the entire fall and
commencement of winter; that Lintended to imply thereby that the
usual rise in owr rivers, which veeur from the Ist September to 1st
November, did not take placs that year, and that the stage of the
water was a very little improvement upon what it was durin, the
third quarter, or summer senson,  The low state of water, and the .
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usual trouble from fogs, which are the effect of those natural causes of
a chaage of seasoas, readersd the mavigation much more unocertain
ndnn-ﬁthnhdth‘lrbhhnpha,uddnbuumhn
been compelled to be move careful in navigating the route. It is due,

ither trouble nor expense in performing the service in

netl
of which 18 respectfully submitted.
WN. H. DUNDAS,
JOHN OAKFORD.

Post Orrrce DeparTaext, Jure 13, 1857,

Having, pursuant to th: Tth section of the act making l]:grogriy
tions for the service of the Post Office Department during the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1858, (acts 3d seasion 34th Congress, chap. 96,
page 189,) re-examined and adjusted all questions arising out of fines
imposed upon the contractors for urryins the mails upon the Missis-
;ippi river, on the route No. 7,809, New Orleans to Cairo, it is there-

ore—

Ordered, That of the sum of $36,116 €8, deducted from the pay of
the contractors for failing, &c., in the first quarter of 1856, there be
remitted to tiem the sum of $48,504 73,

That the fines sor failures, &c., imposed in the sccond quarter of
1856 remain as sett;«d. That of the sum of $36,112 26, deducted
from their pay in the third quarter of 1856, there be remitted to them
the sum of $25,824 76.

And, finally, that of the sum of $51,770 70, deducted in the fourth
quarter of 1856, there be remitted the sum of $48,773 70, making the
aggregate amount of fines and deductions to be remitted and paid to
said contractors under this order $123,103 19, and leaving charged
to them the sum of $30,183 83,

DPostmuster (feneral.

Post Orrice Devantyent, June 16, 1857,

For tho purpose of correcting errors of statement in the order of tho
13th of June, 1857, remitting fines imposed and deductions mads
from the pay of the contractor on route No. 7,804, New Orleans to
Cairo, it 18 now—

Ordered, That the sum of §56,116 68, deducted from their pay in
the first quarter, be stated at $56,124 68, the correct amount ; that
the amount remitted in the third quarter of 18536 be stated at
$25,799 6, tho true amount, instend of $25,824 76; uad thut the
amount of fines and deductions to stand charged to tho contractors be
-t:lted at $30,216 83, instcad of $30,183 83, as cxpressed in that
order.

Postmaster Genceral.
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United States mail service abroad,

B.
as in operalion on September 30, 1857.

- . T
°. S Routes. Distance, Nrmberof trips Contractors.. Annual pay. Rearks.
S8 1
Nile.
1 . New York, iy Southawpten, England, 3,700 | Thirtcen trips Corpelius Vandorbilt .. United  States  Under temporary contract witn the
. to Bremenbaven, Germany. a year. postagen (sea Postmaster General.
l andinland)on
maile convey- ;
H [ §
2 Charlest 8. C., by N h, Ga., 6569 l'l"iccl month M. (. Mordeai........ $60,000 00  Under tract with the Postmast 5
and Key West, Florida, to Havana, ! tieneral, agreeably to acts of Con-
Cube. : | gress of March 3, 1847, and July g
[ 10, 1848,
. Cow (; i
S NewYork toArpinwall, NewGranada, 2,000 ‘ | Cnder contract with the Secretary E
direct. . M. 0. Roberts, B. R, of the Na ly to acts of
: New York, na Havans, to New Or- 2,000 }i Twiccam’'thy  McIlvain, and Moses | 290,000 00 | Of the Navy, agrecably
leans. d Taylor. | Yongress of March 3, 1847, and
| Havaua to Aspinwall..ooeoenenn. 1,200 : March 3, 1851.
4 Astoria, Oregon, by Port Orfund and 4,200 | Twicea mouth. Pacific Mail Sluuuhip! 345,250 00 | Under contract with the Secretary of
S8an Fr.ncisco, to Pannma, New . Company, Wiiliam H. | the Navy and Pustmaster General,
Granada, supplying Monterey, San i Devidge, prosident. | | agreeably to acts of Congress of
Diego, &., by a sepamate coastwise | 1 1 March3, 1847, and March 3, 1851.
steamer from San Francisco, in due , ! ‘i ’
connexion with main line ) ! i i
5 New York to Liverpool, England .. .. 3,100 | Twenty tripga E. K. Collins, James 385,000 00 , Under contract with the Socretary of
[ yeur, Brown, and Stewart i the Navy, agreeably toact of Con-
| | Brown, i grers of March 3, 1847,
o - - ————
4%
¢ New York, by Cowes, England, to, 8,270 Tuirteen trips New York and Havre  United States Uoder temporary (‘Ol‘llmt with the
Havre, Frunee, ! a year, tteamship C y. i P (Ben  Post [t]
and inland) on
mails convey-
ed.
7 Aspinwall to 'anama, New Granada.. 48  Twice 3 month, Panama Railroad Com- | 100,000 00 [ Under contract with the Postmaster
or as frequent-  pany. General.
1y as the mail
service may re-
quire. |
]
8 New Orlenns to Vera Crug, Mexico... 900 Twice amonth. C. K, Garrison........| 29,062 33 | Under temporary contract with the

| Postraster Goneral.

HORATIO KING,
Rrat Assistant Postmaster General.

“TVHENIO FALSVNISOd

1801
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C.

Statement of the sums paid for the year ending June 30, 1837, on the !
New York and Liverpool line, the New York and Chagres line, and |
the Astoria and Panama line, exhibiting, sn separate columns, the |
tohole contract pay, the amount of the 10 per cent, deductions, the sums :
deducted as fines on the recommendaiion of the Postmaster General,
and the actual amount paid over,

'
¥
e — e |
!
i

{Amount of 10 A ‘do-:‘ tpaid. Amount of

per cent. do-  ducted as!  over. interest.
ductions, fines, !
i
— :
New York and Liverpool line, | ] i
$838,000 per annum to Feb- ' I

ruary 20, 1857, and after that | : ! :
time, at $355, 000 per annum.’ $38,500 00 $135,000 00 $462,756 &9 $9,998 It
New York and Chagres line, ! 1

$290, 000 per annum........ 29,000 00 1,550 00 253,224 14 . 6.225 88 ‘
Astoria and | ananma line, $348,- !

250 per anNUM.ceeneacnenn., 19,900 00 ceneeennaean ' 325,371 718 ¢ 3,078 22

A. J. 0. BANNON, Acting Audircr,
TRrARCRY DEPARTMENT,
Fourtit Avpirow's Oreics, November 25, 1857,

D.
POSTAL CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED BTATES AND FRANCE.

Articles agreed upon between the (feneral Post Office of the United States
of dmerica, by James Campbell, Postmaster (Jeneral, in virtue of his
conatitutional powers, and the (feneral Post Office of France, by Count
de Surtiges, Minister of his Imperial Majesty the Emperor of the
French, and invested with special powers to this effect, to wit :

ARTICLE I,

There shall be an exchange of correspondence between the French
post office and the United States post office by the means of communi-
cation and ef transportation hercinafter designnted, to wit:

Tat. By packets nnd other steam vessels performing regular servico
between the ports of France and the ports of the United States,

24, By United States mail packets plying between the ports of the
United States und the ports of Grent Britain,

dd. And, finally. by British packets and other British ateam vessels
performing regular kervice between the ports of Great Britain and the
ports of the United States,
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ARTICLE II.

The French post office shall pay the expenses resulting from the
transportation between the United States and France of all mails
which shall be transported by packets and other steam vessels depart-
ing from or bound for France, except those which shall be brought to
France or sent from France by the United States mail packets.

The French post office shall pay, besides, as follows :

1st. The expenses resulting from the transportation between France
and England of all mails which shall be exchanged between the French
and United Btates post offices by way of England.

2(11 The transit charges due to the British post office for the said
mails.

3d. And, finally, the expenses of xea transpurtation due to the
same office for mails exchanged between the French poat office and the
United States post office by means of British packets and other British
vessels bound for or departing from the ports of Gireat Britain,

On its side, the United States post office shall pay as follows:

1st. The expenses resulting from the transportation between the
Tnited States and France of mails which shall be despatched from
one of the two countries to the other by United States mail packets
plying between France and the United States.

2d. The expenses resulting from the transportation between the
United States and Great Britain of mails which shall be exchanged
beiween the French and United States post offices by means of United
Btates mail packets plying between the ports of the United States and
the ports of Gieat Britain,

ARTICLE III.

The exchange of correspondence between the French and United
Btates Post Office Departments shall take place through the following
post offices:

On the side of France.

1. Havre,
2. The travelling office from Puris to Calais.

On the side of the United States.

1. New York,

2. Boston,

3. Philadelphia,
4. San I'ruucisco,

Independently of the above designated offices of exchange, others
may be estublished by a mutual understanding between the respective
post oflice dopartments at any other points in the territories of the
two countries at which direct relutions may hereafter be deemed
necessiry,
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ARTICLR IV,

The relations between the French and the United States exchan
post offices designated in the preceding article shall be established 1n
the following manner:

1st. The Havre office shall correspond with the New York, Boston,
Philadelphia, and S8an Francisco offices, as well by the ets and
other steam vessels plying between Havre and New York as by the
United States packets and the British packets and other British steam |
vessels plying between Southampton and New York, between Liver- |
pool and New York, and between Liverpool and Boston. :

2d. The travelling office from Paris to ('alais shall correspond with
the New York, Boston, Philadelphia, and S8an Francisco offices by the !
United States mail packets and the British packets and other British
steam vessels plying between Southampton and New York, between
Liverpool and New York, and between Liverpool and Buston.

ARTICLE V, |

Correspondence of all kinds exchanged between the Freach post
office and United States post office shall be directed conformably to
Table A, annexed to the present articles.

ARTICLE VI,

Persons who shall wish to send ordinary letters—that is to say, un-
registered letters, either from France and Algeria to the United States
and their territories, or from the United States and their territories to
Frauoce and Algeria, may, at their choice, leave the postage to be paid
by the person uddressed, or puy in advance the postage to the place |
of destination. !

The postage to be levied iv France and in Algeria on letters for the :
United Btates and their territories, paid to destination, as well as on
unpaid letters coming from the United States and their territories, |
shall be established according to the weight of each letter, at the rate
of eighty centimes per seven grammes and a half, or fraction of seven
grammes and a halt,

Reciprocally, the postage to be levied in the United States and in
the territorics of the United States on letters for France and Algeria
paid to destination, as well an on unpaid letters coming from France
und Alyeris, shall be established according to the weight of each let-
ter, ut the rate of filteen cents per American quarter ounce, or fraction
of Americun ¢narter ounce.

ARTICLE VII,

Tho rates of postage to be paid by the French post office to the
United States post oftice, us well on prepaid letters sent from France |
and Algeria for the United States an on unpaid letters sent to France
aud Algeria from the United Btates, ure fixed as tollows, viz:
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1. At the sum of three cents per seven mes and a half, or frao-
tion of scven grammes and a half, on each letter transported between
the French frontier and the Amerioan frontier at the expense or on
account of the French post office.

2. At the sum of nine cents per seven grammes and a half, or frac-
tion of seven grammes and a half, for each letter transported between
the American frontier and the British frontier, for or from Franoce, at
the expense of the United States post office.

3. And at the sum of twelve cents per seven mes and & half,
or fraction of seven grammes and a half, for each letter tmuporh(i
between the Ainerican frontier and the French frontier direct, or when
touching only at one intermediate English port without passing
through England, at the expense of the United States.

As to the rates of postage to be paid by the United States post office
to the French post office, as well for prepaid letters sent from the
United State for France and Algeria as for unpaid letters sent from
France and Algeria for ilic United States, they are fixed as follows:

1. At the sum of three cents per American quarter ounoe, or frac-
tion of American quarter ounce, for each letter transported between
the American frontier and the French frontier direct, or when touch-
ing onli at one intermediats English port without passing through
England, at the expense of the United States.

2. At the sum of six cents per American quarter cunce, or fraction
of American quarter ounoce, for each letter transported between the
American frontier and the British frontier, for or from Franoce, at the
exgense of the United States post office.

. And at the sum of twelve cents per American quarter ounce, or
fraction of American quarter ounce, for each letter transported between
the French frontier and the American frontier at the expense or on
account of the French post office.

ARTICLE VIII.

Ordinary letters sent by way of France either from the United
Btates and their Territories for the countries mentioned in table B,
annexed to the present articles, or from these same countries for the
United Btates and their Territories, shall be exchanged between the
French post office and the United States post office on the conditions
stated in the said table.

Ordinary letters sent by way of the United States, either from
France and Algeria, for the countries mentioned in table C, annexed
to the present articles, or from those same countries for France and
Algeria, shall be exchanged between the Frenoh post office and the
United Btates post office on the conditicns stated in said table C.

It is understood that, in case the conventions which regulate the
relations of France witin the foreign countries, designated in table B,
should be modified in such manner as to affect the conditions of ex-
change, stated in that table; and reciprocally, that, in case the conven-
tions which regulate the relations of the United States with the foreign
countries, designated in table C, should in like manner be modified so

Vo), ii——865

as to affect the conditions of transmission, stated in that table, these
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modifications shall be admitted oa the ome part and on the other, ao-

oording i the information snd evideace which the two offices of

:‘“nnoomd the United Btates shall reciprocally furnish one to the
er.

ARTICLE IX.

Letters badly address>d or wcdlv directed shall, without delay, be
reciprocally returned, by w:eans of the respective cxchange offices, for
the sum which the office sending shall have allowed the other office|
on these letters. |

Letters which shall have been aldressed to persons who have
changed their residence, shall be, respectivoly, delivered or returned,
3&;& with the postage which should have vu2u paid by the persons,

ARTICLE X.

The rates which the two post offices of France snd the Uniicd
States shall mutually have to carry to each other’s account, shall be:
marked on the letters at the exchange oifice from which they are sent,
in ordinary figures, X’luinly and uniformly, on the right hand of the
upper part of the address. ‘

he rates of letters unpaid to be carried to the debit of the corre-
sponding office by the sending office, shall be marked in biack ink;
those of prepaid letters to be carried to the credit of the correspond-
ing office shall be marked in red ink. :

ARTICLE XI.

The United States post office shall cause to be placed on the address
of the prepaid letters, which the United States offices of exchange
shall deliver to the French offices of exchange, this impression (PaIp), |
stamped in red ink. .

On ita side, the French post office shall cause the impression (P p),
stamped in red ink, to be placed on the letters prepaid to destination, |
which shall be delivered by the French offices of exchange to the
United Staten offices of exchange.

ARTICLE XII,

The respective offices of ex shango shall place upon the superscription
of the correspondence of every kind contained in the mails, which the
shall receive from the corresponding offices of exchange, & stamp, wit
the date, showing the way in which such muails shall have been for-
warded.

The stamp to be placed upon the correspondence transported between
the French fronticr and the American fronticr, at the expense of or on
aoccount of the post office of Krance, shall bear, independently of the
name of the exchange oftice of destination, the characters Berv, I'r, or |
Br., (French or British service.) This stamp shall be placed in blue
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ink on the correspondence tranamitted directly, and in red ink on the
transmitted by way of England.

The stamp to be placed on the correspondence rted between

the American frontier and the French frontier, or the British frontier,
at the ex of the United States office, shall bear, independ-
ently of the name of the exchange oftice of destination, the oharaclers
Serv. Am. (American service.) This stamp shall be in blwe
ink, both on the correspondence trsmsmitted direct snd on that com-
prised in the mails of or for the office of Havre, which shall have besa
transported by the E:&eh of the New York line to Bremen, and by
the mkeu plying between Havre and Southampton, withmtonuhi?
the British territory. It shall be placed in red 1ok on the correspond-
ence comprised in the mails, which shall have been transported by the
aid of the British post office.

ARTICLE XHI.

Each of the mails exchanged between the exchange offices of the
two countries shall be accompanied by a letter bill, or statement,
showing the nature, the number, and the weight of the articles which
the mail shall contain, as well as the amount of the rates mentioned
in Article X.

The exchange office to which the mail shall be addressed shall ac-
knowledge its receipt to the exchange office transmitting it by the
next conveyance.

The letter bills, or statements and the acknowledgments of receipt,
of which the French offices of exchange shall make use, shall be con-
formable to the model D, annexed to the present articles.

The letter bills or statements and the acknowledgments of receip:‘;
of which the United States exchange offices shall make use, shall
oonfolrmable to the model E, in like manner annexed to the present
articles,

ARTICLE XIV.

In cases where, on the days fixed for sending the mails, an uifice
of exchange shall have no letter to address to the corresponding ex-
change office, the office of transmission shall, nevertheless, send in the
ordinary form, s mail, which shall contain a negative letter, bill, or
statement,

ARTICLE XV,

Letters which cannot be delivered for any cause whatever, shall be
returned on one part and the other, at the end of each month, ani
morg frequently, if possible, Those of such letters which shall have
been placed in the account shall be returned for the sum at which the
havo been originally counted by the sending office.  Those which shall
huve been delivered prepaid to destination, or to the frontier of the
corresponding office, sha&l be retnrned without charge or deduction,

The deduction resulting from charges ou correspondence which can-
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not be delivered ahall be established in detailed memorandums, oon-
formable to the model F, annexed to the present articles.

ARTICLR xVI.

There shall be prepared every three montks, at the French General
Post Office, precise accounts, recapitulating the facts relative to the
transmission of correspondence between the respective offices of ex-
chn‘ﬁe These accounts, which shall have for their base and for vouch-
ers the acknowledgments of receipt of mails sent and received during
the period of three months, shall be recapitulated in a general acoount,
intended to present the definitive ts of the transmission of cor-
ruxondonoa exchanged betwoen the two departments.

fter having been discussed and objections settled, the balance of
the general acoount above mentioned shall be paid by the department
which shall be found indebted to the other in the course of the quarter
which shall follow that to which the account relates.

The amount of the accounts shall be paid as follows :

1. In drafts on Washington when the payment shall be in favor of
the United States post office.

2, In drafts on Paris when the payment shall be in favor of the
French post office.

In the latter case the amount of the account shall be paid in French
money, at the rate of five francs thirty centimes per dollar. ‘

ARTICLE XVII.

The present articles shall take effect on the first day of April, 1857,
and they shall remain obligatory until one of the two post offices shall
have informed the other, a year in advance, of its intention to abro-
gate them.

Durinf this last year the before mentioned articles shall continue
to be fully and entirely executed, without prejudice to the liquidation
and payment of the amount of the accounts between the pestal depart-
ments of the two countries after the expiration of the said term.

Made in duplicate original, and signed at Washington, the second
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred

and fifty-seven.
JAMES CAMPBELL, [sear,
Postmaster G A
SARTIGES. [smar.]
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MAIL ARRANGEMENTS

THE UNITED STATES AND FRANCE.
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- - I éiég inn;m € the correspond- | Destination of th
43 a . gBsy T e | e,
3 . -

l!! ﬂ% - 3 F

= =

e— . —

Havreto New York®' All Prance, Algeria, and ! ANl the United Buates, (ex-
i the foreign countries 10 1 cept the cilics of Boston
‘whish France serves as and "iisdeiphia,and State |

an intermediate point. of Califorsia,) the Territo-

nes of the Taited Btates,

(excep Oregon and Wash-
| ington.) and the
New York... countries to which
Cnited Btates serves as an
i intermediate point, excopt
the 8andwich Isiands.

Bremen to N. York,! The City of Havre .......loeieceennndbiuniannnns
o

PR [ .
The City of New York
HRavreto New York® Al France, Algeria, and ' The City of Boston...... ..
| the foreign countries to
I which France serves as |
{ ..an intermediate point
Bremento N. York,, The City of Havre
by Boutha n.
Liverpool to N,
Liverpool to Bos

Livarpool to

do..

do..

Unite -
ceptthe citien of New York
and Philadelphin,and State
of Califorma,) the Territo-
rtes of the United States,
, cexcept Oregon and Wash-
ington,) and the forei

Boston ,.....

Havee ..ove0

' countries to which the
! United ftatos serves as an
} intermediute point, exoept
the Bandwich Islands, '

Havreto New York® Al Franec, Algenia, and e City of Phadelphia ., |

* the foret m eountrien o |
| which F ‘ance serves as i
+ anintamediate point.
Bremen to N, York, The City of Havie..oou|ooenndon,

by Bouthasmpton.

| laverpoot taN. York,
1 Liverpool to Boston.

Philadelphia .

Havee to New York® Al France, Algeria, and | Californinand the Territories

! o (gn cou, to of Oregon and Washing-
( which Prance serven s ton, and the Handwich
| an intermediate point, 1

Bremen to N, York, The City of Havre. ...,

U by Mouthampton.

Livorpool to N York ...
! Liverpool to Boston. ... ..

I
" Ban Foancisco

* Rxcept in canen where a contrary desire in aiated on the address by the ssndors, correapondencs +xehanged
betwesn France and the United Ktaten in to he aent direet by the prckets and other steam vesaels plying botween
Havre and New York, in all instancoe in which there in room o suppose that by this means they will reuch
their deatination more ‘)mmpuy than, or an promptly as, by way of kngland. They are, on tha contrary, W be
M0t by way of England when there in room (o suppose that they will reach their destination ore promptly by
that means than by he direct route. |
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A—Continecd, .

Somssois L—MAILS FROM THE FRENOH POST OFFICE. __—
e

g, B g || e
ul | B OPH

Bremento N York,| Al Fiance, (urevl the [ A)l the Unlind Htstes, (0x-
by Bourthe.apton. city of Havre,) Algeria, ecpt the ciibes of I‘oﬂn
and the or coun- and Philadeiphia,and Rate

tries to France of California,) the T

serves as an interme- ries of the Unitrd Btates,

diate point. {except n and Wash-
Ne'v York, ., ington,) an

countries 10 which

United States ;,‘nu anan
intermediate point, except
the Handwich (siand

Liverpool to N. York|,

Liverpool to Boston.
BrementoN. ank. vierrsenr@0iiiiiienes ooo) The City of Boston coev....
by lomhnm
B Liverpool to . do.. sepererine @00 s e
Llnrpoolmllocm, All the United Btates, (ex-
repuh- cities of New York
Puuu-n;m-,.nd Bate
Travelling of Californis,) the Territo.
office from o On one Uitea m...,
Pane  to (nlupco um
Calnis.

inytor ) .r
. r'nunlrln lo chh
Uniind Btetes serves as o0
intermediate point, escept
the $andwieh Inlands,

Hiemento N, anl, vecrreedBi e The City of Plilisdelphia ...

hy Boutham
Phulndelphun, | ¢\ 08 N, York|.
Laverpno) 1o Boston. |,

PRy L TP
do...,

i Bremento N Yorky|oouuuvaadon ooean| California and the Tarrito-
[ by Mouthampton, riea of Oregon and Wash-
| lnfvm #nd the Mandwich

Ban Francisen

LiverponitoN. York........

vl e
l Liverpool to Buston. |,

T T
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Scusyots I1.—MAILS FROM TRE UMITRD STATES FOST OPFICE.

%
! .
il

Origin of the correspoad
ence.

Destination of the eoe-
respoadence.

New Yorkto Havre] Ali ihe Dnited Siates, (ex- ; AN France, Alcm-nl
cept the cities of Boston the {on’?l coul 1w
sad Philadeiphia, and | which Framce serves as
Bate of an diate polat.
‘Territories of the United
Mates.(cxcept Oregua and
Washiugion,) and the for-

Havre....... cign_countries 0 which
the United Statca servenas
aa intermediate point,ex-
cept m;sandmch Islands.
N. York 1o Bremen, |....c.... /o coit oovoneee .| The City of Havee. . ...
Southempron.
N.York 10 laverpoolf. ..ot @0 0iieeriiienes
Boston i Liverpooi.; The City of New York.....
Now Yo, N. York o Bremen,} All the United States, (ex- | All Prance, (except the
by fouthampton. cept the cities of Boston city of Havre,) Algeria,
and  Philadelphis, and and the forel coun-
Sute of Cahforma,) the tries to which France
Travelling of Terntones of the United | serves as an intermedi-
fce nfm“ Antes,(except Oregun and ate point.t
Pansto Ca- Washington,) and the for-
Iais eign_countnen to which |
: theUnited Rtateancrvesas
an intermediate point, ex- ’
ceptthe Bandwich Il

N.York to Liverpool] . ... ... du.,

Boston to Laverpool | The City of N

New York 1o Huvee® The ity of Boston ., ..| All France, Algeria, and

the foreign countries o
i rance serves as
. an intermediate point.

N. York to Bremen. | The City of Havre. .00,

by &outhampton.

N. me 0 Liverpool

Boatem 1o Liv rpont

Havre ..., o Philadelp wnd |
tRmte of Californsn,) the |
{ Territoties of the United
| Bustes,excopOregonand [
i Washington,) and the tog
L eign rountries to which ’
thelinited Btates servenan
Roston. ... ' anintermediate pota, ex
i ceptthe Randwich falands |
N.York o mnnm.{ The City of Boston ... } Al France, (exeept the
Travelling of. by Bouthampton. cuty of Havre,) Algeris,
fiee  from ' and the foreign coun-
Panwto Cn \ trien to which Franee
) ! werves an an intermedi-
o | Ate pont.f
N.Yorkto laverpootl.. oo oot 0} s aenanes

. !lﬂ'v {0 cauen where n conteary dewire 1o atnted on the address by the senders, correapondenes rzchanged
between France and the Umted States into by ventdireet by the packets and other steam veesele plying between
Havee and New York, in it instances i wineh there ja room to suppose thit by this means they will resch
thair destinatten more promptly than, of ke peomptly aa, by way of Engiand.  They nre, on the contrary, s bo
sent by way of England when there 1e room to suppose thit they will reach their destinktion more promptly by
that means than by the dueet romie,

{1 Corroapandence utended to be re sent by the teavelltug offer, duting the passage from Cxlnie to Parls,
should be piaced in a sepanite package, endorsed thue: * Traveliing office from Calais (o Pans—intermedisie
seevice. Thin coreespondence in that intepded for the Prench flrwnmrn\- de i'Alanr, des Ardennes, du
Nord, de 1'Otec, du Pas de Caisis, de Ia #eine infineure, and de 18 Bomme, and thag intended for Beigium, the
Law Countrien, Prus (rxcept the n-’rm-y of Traves,) Hanover, the Girand Duchies of llv:-llmknr[
le:wvultn ;nd Meckienburg tsolitr, € s the Duchy of B ) Dennark, Sweden, Norwny, Rusis,
aad Poland.
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Scassois 11.—MAILS FROM THE UNITED BTATES POST OFPIOK.

I
) 's ﬂgl
i, ; HiE
] ,g 8¢ i
LT i
| k]
I x
H Boston to Liverpool.|
Boston........| Travelling of-
ce m
Puristo Ca-
lals.
New York to Havre®
Havre .oeo {1 N. York to Bremen,
by Bouthampton.
N. York to Liverpoa
Boston to Liverpool
Philadciphis ! N. York 10 Bremen,
! by Routhampion.
{ Travelling of-
fice  from
Paris to Ca-
Inin.
N. York to Liverpoal|
Bomton o Liverpool.
New York to ifavre*
Havre oo U| N. York to Bromen,
by Bouthampton,
‘ ;mk to l»vup(mh
lunwn o Livarpool.|
’I:"'"“" N. York to Bremen,
‘ by Bouthampton.
Travalling of-
fee  from
Panis 1o Cs-
Iais.
N. York to Liverpoo
Boston to Liverpoo)

¢ Hee note on page ¢,

Origin of the correspund-
ence.

All the United smnqn-
the of N

luu-.(oxeopt Orogon
‘Washington,) and the Rn
count 10 whic
theUnited, lulu nnu u
anin 1, 6x-

cept msu.d-m llllndl.
‘The Oity of Philade!phia....

Lodo.

Catiforen and the Territo-
rien of Oregon and Wash

ington, and the Bandwich
Tslands.
T YRR TE L LRI PR PP PRI R
vooothon

ceonndon
o,

I

Destination ot the cor-
respondence.

e

| Al France, Algorla lnd
he fore countri

nce
an intermediate pol
The Oity of Havre...

AN France, (except the
oty of Havre,) Algena,
und the foreign coun-
tries W which France
sorves &8 an intermodi-

ate point.p
L EETTR T
RPN SN

All Prance, Algerin, and
| the foreign countries to
which France aerves aa

) ™ intermodiate point,
3 The Cuy of laveo.. woue

wosnaidn,
condtton

| Al Franee, (except the
eity of Havre,) Algeria,
aml the foreign ooun
rien 10 which Franea
serven as an intermedi-
nte point.f

Lo} ..,
Lot

 Ree note on page 78
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B— Mgwmuuﬁd“h%
U. Siates, letters sent from the United States end tothe

] ii
i
!
1}
| 1 i‘
s 3
l'ii i
Desigmetion of the countnes where corre- pre-| Limit of prepayment. | !
spendence wih the United States may |  payment.
be directed by way of Prance. i 2
isé! {
! Sum 10 be paid on
i sach letier and
] pereach quarter
ounce of
| tionof Americ’s
quarter ounce.
| e —
. Conts.
On':: lmd:, 'l:"hf'-b'lm' li:a' cuolnn'tnn, \ Optional. ......| To destinstion............, ”
grand duchy of xemburg, the Bwiss
Cantons, tho Bardisian Biaiss, and the
German Biates, (sxcept the empire of
Au L)
Denmark, empire of Austria,Bervia, Tuscs- | Optional, ......| To desunstion.............} L 4
ny, Biates of un Chnn:h and duchics of i
Parma and M I
Rusaa, Pollnd ﬂu “Two Biclties, Ihlu, Optional, . To destination. ,. ‘
ndn of bmeo, Alexnndria, Taffa, |
B rout, Tripoll in Byrin, Lattakia, Alex. | :
andretts, Masina, Rhoaes, Bmyms, Mity- | |
lene, the Dardanclien, Qallipolis, Constan- | !
ur:?l Tunis, Tangler, Pundlehmrry. !
af, Yanson, Mabé, and On "
Kingdoms of Sweden and Norwuy Optional, ......[ Ta dentination.,...... k<
Hpain, Fortugsl, and Gibraltar........ Obligatory Rohobiu........ ETTTTTIeN %
(onfan InIANd® .o ovuviinnerovrninnivnnis,,, ODHGRMOTY. oo TrOBE cuvee srrarrainnnns ar
Aden, Eanst Indies, Cnylon, Mauritins, Isle of | Obligatory...,,| Beaport of the Indien or of 0
Reunion, Penang, Singapore, Hong Kong, | the nea of China to which !
Bhanghai, China, lll(nvln, st other ' the English packets ply.
countries whose correspondence cun ad-
vantagrously be sent hy Suez. {
Countries beyowl sens other thon those { i
above dewigaunted ~ ! h N
Lotters from the Untted Nintrs, oe oo o0 Obhigtaory, .., Port of arnva) i ths conn- ) 0
try of deatination.
Letters for the United Btates. oo, vere Obligtaory . ..., Port ol departure in the | kY
I eountry from which they
i aresent. ‘
Moldavin, Wallnchin, and Turkey in Ka ..., Govedin, (") oernivinnd verenonniiiisniin
rope, by way of Austria, ‘

The postngen on lelters whirh the inhinbitants of the United Hiates shal) exrmnp with the inhabjtants
intinbitants of Moldavin, Wallac i, ind Turkey in Burops,
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Sum 10 be paid on each letter and per rach quar-
ter fraction of American querter

oumce, of
ounce, for letiers transpurtied betwoen the Ame-
< ricen frontier and the Prench fromtier dicoct, or

‘ whem touling 8¢ only one intermediate Euro-

1t passing through England, at
Be e enee of the Uatied Biates post afior,

American qusrter

ween the Ame-
rican frontier amd the British frontier, for or
from Prance, a8t the expense of the United

Sum 20 be paid on ench Jetter and per esch quar-
ter ounce, or fraction of American quarter

= - -
= z o
pean
i
P ! ter ounce, or fraction

® " - - i‘ ounce, for letters tram
-3 ez &

' Siates poet office.

i
@ g = T+ ounce. forie

direct or th England, at the exprnse of
on account of Freach post office.

Sum 1o be paid on each letter and per each seven

-~ and a haif grammes, or tiom of seven and a
- half grammes, for letters tra betwoen
3 the Amenican frontier and the French froatier,
B either direct or thmugh Eogiand, at the ex-
pease or on account of the French post office.

ol

Sam 10 be paid on each letter and per each seven
and & half grammes, or fraction of seven and
< a haif grammes, for letters
bt 3 the Arerican freatier and the British (roatier,
for or {toi: Frauce. at the expense of the u-‘nJ
States post office.

11

|9¢nmbep.idonnch|¢unnnd per each seven
and a haif gralamen, or fraction of

| a half grammes, for Jetters tr. betwoes
:g the American fmu«-—dmlm
s direct, or when hing
)

Sum t0 be paid on rach letier and per esch quar- |

between the Ame- -

H1H
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C.—Table showing the conditions on which shall be exchanged, between
the U. States, letiers sent from France and Algeria for countries to

! ‘.!Ei

| i

4 =
of the countnes where corre- [Condition of pre-|  Limil of prepayment. bog<3. 9
spondence with France may be directed payment. ! lg 'E
by way of the Usited States. | % H § .
o >

| ©e
Ef EE i
fefik

<

4um to he paid on|
each letter & per!
eacheaven gram-
mes and a half or|
Iraction of seven

Krawms. and a balf.
— - H i .
i 1 Fia. centimes.
Mexico, Rritih West lidin Inlands, Cubs, | Obligatory. ... Reaparta 1o which the United [
Briush Guians, Aspinwall, and Pansms, 1 Mtates packets ply.
(New (ranadn.) i . i
Went India Ixnnds, (not British, exeept [ Obligatory . ..., i Vmited Ntatew, Freneh, and } KU
Cubn,) Trrks bsland, Carthagenn, Hondu Bntih postuge 10 port of
riwm, B¢ Junn. {Nicaragua,) Guynqui) nod L nenvil i country of dex
T wuito(Equador,) Colugn and La Pacz, tnation.
(Bohvin,) Coprapo, 1l Coguiaibo,
Valpuraiso, ind Bi. Jogo, (Chil.) '
Bogots and Bucnsventurn. (New Granada) | Olibgntory ., s s \ 1o !
Payta, Lambnyeque, Hunnchneo, Cosezng | Obligntor, 1 Newports an South Pacifie to 1 B !
Hunehe, Culino, Lama, Pisco, slny . Anen, which the Bntish packete ]
and Iquique, (Peru,) oply |
Canada and other Britih Noith Amwreenn o Obhgatiry ‘ Frontier of country of des MO .
Provincex. on
Mnadwich i ] bty s Erandimen. © !
0

Nork. ~Hince the exeeution of the convention. tables A, B and C have, by mytas
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!h-wkpﬂdumm-ﬂmmlml‘ !!
S | ETET TR fot Vet wanaportad betwecn
- - mes a
= ow B F 2 S | ThaTrench frontier and the American Mr!i'g
® | ecitherdirect or through England, st the cx'nn 2
" or on account of the French post offic ' i; ]
| ¥ Es
223 ¥
Sum 10 be pasd on each letter and per each seven ' g!.
grammes and 8 half, or fraction of seven gram- E
-5 ne-ud-hd(lurmuumnmdl«mn ;
<< & X & SE . the British wontier and the American frontier, . 5 g
* for or from Inm,n the expense of the United ! H E"l
. States post office. ; !s‘ g§
IR
. gEEdg
Sunlolnpudonuchlenenndmuchmtn o B ™
. grammes and a half, ormc:wnof-even’n- | ;; 3
~ | mesand a bslf, for letters transported between | 2 i
e = 2 5 s < the French frontier and the American froatier ; [ 5% 3
- direct, or when lnutbm| at only one interme- gs H T
diate port without passing through England, at 322
. upen-eufmtl.n-tcdllumw-lome , §;§;5

(3

‘ Surn 19 be pard on each letter and per each quar-
! r ce, of fraction of American quarter
H % r lettery transported betw’a the Prench
frontiéy and American fropuer direct, or when
| touchirig at only one intermediate post without
[u through England. at the expense of the
Dt smn posl office.

)

Sam to be paid ou #ach letter and per esch quar-
P ter ounce, or fractuon of American quarter

MR- ounce. for Jeftere transported betw’a the British
H § froatier and the Amencan frontier, for or frem

i France, at u-- expenze of the United Biates
1 pust of

‘l Sum 10 be pard on esch letter and each per quar-
ter ounce, or fraction of American quarter
‘sunce, for letiers trassported betw'a the Fremch
frontier and the American fromtier, either di-
' rector throwgh Eagland, at the expense or On

H ! account of the French po<: ufice.
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Qeaissressascs Wit TVE
Umiras Pravae Puer Urtiie.

of.
[{) u—«:-—r_:: 0-.:‘. m

Newe of he olice

TmNo.l—MuM«)cﬂymd,Mumhwlm

,L wen
.
[} L]
The U. Statrs(—
ceats per § ounce)
1 Unpaid letters (rom | The countnes tol
{ France and Alge-{ which theU States|
2] ria for serves as an inter-

Letters not prepaid

3 \ ot cf with the
i tranait, sent
countnes o

‘which France serves

4| as an intermediate

point f

"
5 Letters badly directed by the United States)
! y and retarned L0 that office. .

6 I:KV""

t, addressed to
| ave doparted, but have left

mediate point (—
cents pe; | ounce)

The United Rtates.
The counmnes 1)
which the Sates|
serves asan inter-
wmediate point....

'rsoas who/
r address.

Verification by the Unised

Bates ofice of exchange.

Number | Amoust of post-

artcies.| ages 90 be carriod
w the credit of
the Freneh Fost
Office.

5 L
| Doliare. Cua.
|
i
|
i

Tanus No. 2 —Prepuid eorrespundence, the senders whereof fare pavd postages w hich should be carried

credit of the U Sutes.)

‘Numbers of the arucles '
of the account (1o the |

<

Lattern for the Uiited

Bunten prepmd 1o des
tiontion, wid - pro
cerding

x -
el

I'repnid  1ettees for
countnea to which
e Unated
nervew
medta
pracecding

o, il

Designation of the correspandence

Minten |
mter y

Lt

lo llu crdtl qfllu United % I'M (}m

From ¥onee and
Algeorin (~ contw

T h e
“rom Counties o)
whwely Fr've serves

e}
From Fran
Algeean,,
Fram eo
whieh by
e

el

(Btutement by the French office

af exchange.

I
| the United Buates
. Pout Utfice.

g ) 1

Bollars. Cw

Venfication by the United
Htaten office of exchange.

|

Number | Amount of post-
ararticlen.:  nges 1o be carried
| t0 the credit of
{ the United Biatos
I Post Ofice.
5 | [ .

. Doliars, )

|'
|

[ —



GENERAL. 103y

CONTINUATION OF THE LETTRR RILL OF THE FRENCH PUST OFFICE
Tanta No. 3. —Curependon diicsred & she Uit Bt Post Ofice free of all charye for
trenspertaion.

| Smtement by e Preach | Verification by the Dulted
ofice of o -

Number dlln-*
anitien,

Rumber of | Net
weight
1 3 4 3

of the

1
Printnd maser of every kind | From Froace dod Algori
Sbirowed o _te Pranes serves o 48 inter-

Printed mamer of and
“_-—""-.]h":h:“mt“w...
Whish the Unised Suaws | gy ey sorvee a0 an inter-
Cosreupendence relating o the service, dead matter, and
hﬁ'muﬂnn:d,wlﬂhlz'nh

{
]
;
i
!
{
;

TALuNo.l.—AD;M&L&mMmbmu-baufurwmﬂemuw’(&m
o the British Post , or to caplains of commercial vessels, for the transportation of the cor-
respondence comprised in the mail.®

Btatement by the French office of exchange.

* Verification by the United Biates office of exchange.

Letters.

Letters. Articles of printed mlllu.! Articles of printed matter.
. , i |
Number. ! Net weightin ) Number. |Net weightin! Number. | Netweightin . Number. ' Net weight in
i grammes, L grammes, grammes, grammies,
1! 2 3 4 I 5 7 ! 8
i

|

| |

o

| L
_ [

*The correspondence riaung to (he service, the dead matter, and the letters celating te the account, ad-
rencn Past Office to the United States Post Office, and desenbed in Table No. 3, are not 0 be

dressed by the
included in thin nbutract.

N

'
I
|

|

Certified by the undersigned postmnvter.

i
1
h
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PPost Orrics Deramtauzur } CoRPRIPORDENCE WITR THE
or France. Unirzo Brares Post Orrica.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT.
From the office for the office of
I received on the? ———, 18—, vour matil of the® , 18--, transported from3
toe , by thes You will find hereinafter stated, article by article, the result

of the comparison to which the matters which that mail contained were submitted at the
moment of opening the sald mail.

{1) Date of the arrival of the maul at the office of destination. (2) Date of the departure of the mail from
the office from which it was senl. (3J) Name of the port where the mail has been embarked on the vessel
which has broughi it to Europe.  (4) Name of the Eurupean port of disembarkation. (5) Nature, uationality,
uad name of u.e vessel which brought the wail frotn the United Sistes to Europe.

Taoss No. 1. —Correspondence nk prepaid, or partially prepaid, delivered on account lo the French
Post Opfice.

i § g | [3tatement by the United States| Verification by the Prench
g 28 office of exchange. office uf exchange.
Pyl e
§ H 2 Dengnauon of the coirvapandence.  [Number of| Amount of . INumber ol Amount of post.
°te articles. | ages to be ed | articles. ' ages 10 be carried
ges tothe credit of the tothecredit of the
35 United Statos Post United Btates Post
5; t Office. Office.
LS \
1 E] 4
N Dollars,  Cents. |7 Dotiars.
i

Unwnd letters from
5 the United Btates for

whicl| | \
Prance setves a» { !
sn  intermediate| |
lm(—- cents perf
4' gramines).....
Letiera not pee)
or charged with ule
rice of tranvit, sent
rom  countries 1o
which the  United
Btaten werves nd an
inlt'nnmhﬂ« point,

3 France andAlgeria

Covnines 1o which
l"mu:r RUFVER A
intermediute] i
unn\.-.-.« e wee
[ | L | {
5 l,elml Wy dicected hy the French Post ! !
Mee, and returned (o that office . |

Prance and Algenn
(— cents ;ur 7}
memes) .
l

[ ‘[munn re-sent addressed 10 pors 0|
have departad, but have left their sddress.

}

Tavne No. 2 ——i'repatd rmeqmvlnu-e, the aendera whereof hve paul postagea which should be carried
{0 the eredit qf the French Post Office.

mmmwn Uy tho United su.m\ Verification by the French
office of exchange. offico of exchange.

Designation of the correpondence,

umber ol A ount of post (Numberoff Amount of post-

riicles. | agex to be rmm:d‘ articton, | nges to be carried
w0 the cradit of to the credit of
the Frouch l"uul the French Powmt
Ofier. (Mhee.

'
'

Numbe rs of th.e articles
— ol the 1coumt (10 the

a4 L]
(mum e nts, Dollnes,  (tent
The U, $tatea (
conteper jouner), i
Gonntrien to which,

tho inited Hiatos)

Lettern  for  Franea
and Allnnn‘ prepail
o

|

to destination, and Ve |
procesding from ‘,"'“',:',"‘:':"2:'“"'!"('"_; !
1 contaper | vunee)! |

( Preprid  lettere  for ( The I'nitnd Mrates,

| Franco avrves as an{ the tinlted Atutos)
10 rlmmmﬂﬂlllf polnt, | sorves asan inter
and procesding (rom | mediate point....
i

|
1
\ cohntries to which | Cuuntries 1o which! [
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CONTINUATION OF THE ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE FRENCH POST OFFICE.
Tasta No. 3. —Correspondence dalivered over bo the Franch Post Officc free of all charges for
transporiation.

of the

l

Statement by the United
States office uf exchange.

From the Uni»q States ...
From countries 10 which)
the U. Statea serves ae an
intermediate point ......

Prom the United Rtates. ...
From _countries to

Printed matter of every kind
addressed tv France and
Algeria, and proceeding

Printed mattes of every kind
addressed to the European
States to which France
serves as an intermediate

int, (except Spain and
riig

,) and proceeding

Correspondence relating to the service, dead matter, and,
Ietters relatng to the account, addresasd by the United|
Btates Post Office 1o the French Post Office .

Number of | Net weight
articles. in grammes.

Verification *; the French
office of exchange.

Net welght

Number of
articles. [in pl?--

Tasre No. 4.— Abatract yf the matters which are to serve as a base for the settlement of the amount
due to the Britith Post Oflice, or to eaplains of commercial vessels, for the transportotion of the cor-

respondence comprised in the mail.®

Statement by the United 8t ‘es office of exchange.

Verification by the French office of exchange

)
Letters. ' Antleles of printed mater. Letters.
Number, | Net weight | Number. | Not weight in | Number. | Net weight in
in gramoes. gramnies, grainimes,
1 s |3 4 5 [}

Articles of printed matter,

Number. ‘ Net weight in

1

i

|

* The corrempondence relnting to the servics, the dead mntter, and the dettern relating to the account, ad-
f»nm Unived Rtates Post Offiee to the French Post Officr, and described in tablo No. J, are not to ba

drewsed b

meluded in this abstract,

Certifed by the undersigned postmnnter.

Vol, {ie—-86

i L]
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Poer Orrice Deranvuswr CoaRnerenngacs WITn To8
or Tuz Unitao Staves Faxncn Post Ornice.

LETTER BILL

Mavl sent from the of-et ————for Che affice of *———he®
Fngland and of ¢
e ""i 5 et )
Departing froms. -fors e —, 18—,
* (1) Name of the office of despaich. (%) Name of the office of destination. (3) Date of despaiching the mail,
4) ter, name, aud nation of the essel by ~vhich the :ail is 10 be transported from the 'nited States 10

rope. (5) Name of the purt whereat the mail is 10 be d on board the vessel charged with t ansporting it
Kurope. (b) Port of destination of the eaid vessel. () Date of the departure of the said vessel. * \

1 send you, together with the preseat letter bidl, the letters and printed matter of every kind specified in the
foliowing tables. [ beg you to acknuwlrdge tile reception of these matters, article by article, by youe nest
mail, taking cure to mention the differences or the ervors which you shall bave obeerved aiter exact compari-
son of the coutents of this mail.

TaeLs No. .- (brrespondence not prcpn'd,lw pertially prepaid, delivered on account (o the Franch
Yot Office.

18—,

]

Verification by the French

T S [,
!55‘ b Statement by the U. Btates |
igﬂ : office of excliange, | office of exchange.
i e -
2 ] of the P I Number : Amount of post-| Number | Amount of post.
® jof wrticles. ages 1o be carried ‘of articles.:  ages 10 be carried
Be3 1 | ta the eredit of | W the credit of
353 \ ! mu-.mamu.‘ | the United Buates
[] g | Post office, Post Utlice.
Bsc ! ! | |
LR [ 3 4 8 . s
, o Algerins ¢ ‘ Dolises, [ Cta, | i_hollnrl. ‘t,‘u.
IRNCE AN gerin, (~) ! |
cis. per i} gramimes,) | i 4
1 “;"":“h’ lll'llll‘:; Countries 1o which) | |
'y !'l“.""l " Prance serves As an | ¢
d i intermediate pont, (— | I

|
| eta. per 7§ gramines. ) .
Letters not ru-hpmd or (France and Al s i i
h the
i
|
'

3| chaged wi price | gerim o.pi0eu. 1
of rawmit sent from J Countries n»l
4] countrivto which the} wiich  France!

1 VL BUates serves aean | Ferves Ax wn in-
tutermedinte pont. termedinte point
5 Letters binlly diructed by the French Post
| " OMice, aud retumed w thit oftee .., !

6 :Letiers rexent, addressed 10 persons who
| hnve depasted, but have lei their ad | |

Podrens s s enen
1

Tavew Na. 2,- Prepaid correspondence, the semiirzs whereof nave paid pontages which should be carrid
to the eredit of the French Port Office.

o | T
i3 | Hiatement hy the U7, Btates | Verification by the Freoch
g 27 office of axchange. offiee of exchange
2eL Dexignation of the eortexpondencr. Number | Amount of post | Nunil Amount of  post
s 3: lof mrticlen | agewto pied [0l et e to be cneried
o the 1 of
E" 5 | the Prench Font
!':2 } ! Ufftce,
38 ) .
7o 2 N 4 o )
- Dollarw, ) s, polme U
From the (. Knten, i
1 m for Franee | ( er § onnee )
7({ wnd Atgerin pre | From  eoantries  to : |
i o destinn { whieh the U, Mintea l |
&( | ton and proceed | werven w3 ma tuter ) X |
l\ g mediate point, (- , !
} contn per | otner.) | ‘I
Peepid tettern for (L " . !
#| | connmexnwinen | Feom the U, Brava
L XiAncn wervis g which she (1, Raiew i
an dntes mosdingy | wrven w e
e l mrihate poit ...

" ‘lvmm. wnd o
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OQONTINUATION OF THE LETTER BILL OF THE UNITED ETATES POST OFFICE
Tanx No. 3.—Correapondnce delivered over to the French Post Offics free of oll charge for trems-
portation.

bythe U. il the French
ofice of g office d.,
Designation of the correspondence. - o T -
Iumnﬂ Net weight in [Number oft Net weight in
anicles. ) gt ancles,
1 ] 3 4 L]

vinted matter of every m‘{m-m- United Biates....

addressed to Prance and countries to which,
proceed the United Btates serves|
Agers, and log as an intermedtate point .,

Mddressed to the European | From the United States. ...
From countries 10 which
; ot / the I;nlll'd :du‘" serves
nt, (exeept Hpain and | as anintermediate point. .
mm'n‘,) and proceeding J pe

Btates 10 which France '\
] .
Correspondence relating 1o the service, dead matier, arnd

Printed matter of every lindl
serves a8 an Insermediste

letters refating to the account, addressed by the Unitvd
Biates Powt Utlice to the French Post Office.... “ \

Tasre No 4.-~Abdtract of the matters which arv to serve as a lase for (he stllement of the amourd
due lo the British Post Office, or to captaina of commerciul vessels, for the transportation of the corres-
pondence comprised in the mail.©

Verification by the French office of exchange.

Letters, Articles of printed mntter. Letters, Articien of printed matter.

Nundher. . Netweightin [ Number. \Nrtwmuhnn‘ Number, | Netweightin | Number, | Netweight in
TEiAmmes, | Reaumen. | gramos, grammes.

4 | 5 8 7 L]

]

|

= Phe eorerpondener relaling to the serviee, the dead matter, and the Jestora elning to the secount, od
ddremsed by the Costeol =titen Pout Office 0 the French Post Oiee, and desenbed o bl No. J, &re aot 1 be
mcladed i thiw ubsiraet,
Certified by the undvrsigned Posimaster,



1044 REPORT OF THE

Poat Oyrice DaranTuenr Comnzsronstuce wrrn yus
o7 Tue Unitan BSratee. Fasxcn Poer Orrice.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT.
From the office ——— Jor the affics of ———v —————,

1 received on the?! ——, 18—, your mail of the® ——, 18--, transported from?
tot , by thes You will find hervinafter mu-d article by article, the result
of the mmpuﬂmn to which the matters which that mail contalued were submitted at the
moment of opening the said mail.

Q Dlll'oll)wlrnvnlnllb! mail at the office of destination. (%) Dute of the departure of the mail from

which it was sent.  (3) Nllwdlbopnﬂ.hmmnnlwnphnd on the vessel which brought

it to the Unlld Niaies.  (4) Name of the United States port of disembarkauion. (3) Characies, name, and na-
tioa of the vessel which brought the mail fiom Europe te Whe United States.

Tarex No. 1.—Currespondence nt prepaid, or partiolly prepaid, delivered on eccount 1o the United

States Poxt Oﬁa

. I
§€ Statement by the French [ Verificavon by the U. States
igc‘ [ office of exchange. of exchangs.

g '

M —
é!é Designation ol the carrexpondence. Nnmietof Amount of post- INumbenf Amount of post-

§‘3 ! . ages tn be carried | arnicles, l ages 10 be carried
$sc ‘ | wrthe ereduofthe 10the ctedit of the

i3 French Post OF- French Post Of-
s g | fice. fce.
’3 |

1 3 I3 4 s ]
- Dotiars, | Cents] Doliars, Oen.

(= cents per 1‘ I

France and Algering  the United Buu-\

serves an &n in-
termedinte  point!
(-~ cents per |}

ounce) ..
l{ Unpaid lettern from | Countries to ‘which|
2

( ‘The United Beates,' ‘ g
|
i
i

Letters not prepaid, {
3|} or charged with the | The United States.: I
e of tranmit, sent | Countries to wh h! '
tom countries tod  the United Brates
which Prance verves ) i
4| [ ns an intermedinte | mediate point,.,.! |
point, for | i
5 |Letters badly directed by the United States, . i |
Post Ofee and returned to thatoflice.. .., i '
6 Letiers resent, Kl W permone who
have depsrted, bug bsve 1] their ad-o
o

D I P PR TP '

Tame No, 2 Prepuid correxpondince. the renders whereof have paid pustages which should be carried
to the credit of the United Mtaten 1'ost (Jffice.

k2 ! Atatement by the French | Verifieation by the V. states
§ z oflice of exehnmge. ) offier o exehinge.

. I
v
BET  Destgnntion of ithe correpondence.  Noumberof Amonnt o post Nunder of Aount_of post
TE ARl e b enrned arfclon e by be carried
12 o the rredt ol 1 she et of
X the Vaited Bintos the United  tntes
£ Post Oftice. | Poxt Ofhee.
4 49 ) 5

4
Dotiaen, Oente. Dolare.  (ents.

From Franee and
G

I
Algrnn ( !
70 Letters tor the Uy | 005 R i
ted Binten pregud | 1o omiries to |
1o dewtanting, and T T i
K1 procerdin wedinte point, (

conteper Tf
s grinmmmen)
Prepaid detiers for) From hu.
“h conntrien 1o which | Algerl

| the Unied muu-rmm ummmn I
01 \

1%}

LoRepvea e AN inger whieh ¥ranee
medinte potnt, AR [ servea monnom
proceeding feredinte pont
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CONTINUATION OF THE ACKSOWL!:MIFT OF THE UNITED STATES I'OST
OFFIC!

Tanez No. 3. —Correspondance delivered over bo the United Sisiss Post Orfics free of all charge for
transportation.

Satement by the Freach | Verification by the U. 8.
ofice of office of

Designation of the correspondencs.
’lwbernl Net weight in Number of) Net weight ln
grammes. articles. grammes.
1 ! [ 3 4 5
- b
Prinied materof every kind [F::: France and Algeria. .
Mdressed 1o the France serves ss aninter-
Buates, aud proceed “‘ mediate pont.

I

|

I

Printed matter of every kind |

tuatter of every Xt | From France and Algeria... 1

addrensed 4 soautries 10| From countries to which i
which the U. States merves ¢ *p o perves as an inter-,

as an intermediate poit, wmediate point i

and proceeding ! " ‘ l

Contespandence relating to the service, dead matter, and |
letters relating o the account, addreased by the French |
Post Office 1o the Cinted Blates Post Ofce, ..

'ABLE No. 4. — Abatraet of the malters which are to serve us a base for the settlement of the amount due
lo the British Post ffice, or to cuplains of commerciul vessels, for the tranaportation of the correspond-
ence comprused in the mail.®

ftatement of the French office of eachange. Verification by the United States office of exchange.

Letters, ‘ Anticles of printed matter. Lettern. Articies of printed matter.

Number. Net weight in | Nunber, ‘Nt-lwauhlln Number. |Net weight in{ Numbes. |Net weight in
ETRINUIEN. grammen. grammen. grammnes.

I
1 [ 4 3 ' 4 5 6 7 L]

)

'

* Tl correwponil orelating o the merviee, the dend matter, And the letters jeinting to tha account
aldycasedd by e Freneh Post Gffiee g the (Ticed Biaten Post Otftee, amd descrited i ’I'able No. 3, are not to
inehuded i thin abmteact.

Certified by the umlcr-u‘sd Postmaster,



REPORT OF THE

_ e 390 v sap venORn

‘= 50 8IPO I 01 — ‘ "Ry -wouwEnza(q R T “parvadde Qrewiho
Jo soge aq) ke peluwid espactsand  sq
sy vay s3uapuodear ; worw ul emeoe
400 ) QYA 18 smng .U_u_ﬂ-%:vn.l-z,_ Qi Jo wor heoq 0 SHIUIT 2@ jo s2qumyl
— puip 0 Jo 33 oy Aq prusnms Luns poop fo yemoy

1048

40 LNARLAVAAA JAOIAA0 1S0d

g

- 40 HINOK *



POSTMASTER GENERAL. 1047

E.
PUSTAL CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND HAMBURG.

The undersigned, being duly suthorised for that purpose, have

reed upon the following articles, providing for the reciprocal ex-
change of mails between &e United States und the Hanseatic Repub-
lic of Hamburg, to wit:

ARTICLE I.

The post office of New York shall be the United States office of ex-
chang2, and Hamburg the office of exchange of that republic, for all
mails trunsmitted under this arrangement.

ARTICLE II.

The iu.ernational correspondence, conveyed either by United States
or by Hamburg steamers, as hereinafter stated, between the United
States, or its territories, and Hamburg, will be subject to the follow-
ing postage charges, viz :

Posiage on each letter or packet not exceeding half an ounce

in weight........cooconeveniane e cereens 10 cents.
Above half an ounce and not over once ounce.... 20«
Above one ounce, but not exceeding two ounces.........coerees 40 ¢

And the postage will increase in this scale of progression to wit:
Additional 20 cents for each additional ounce or fraction of an ounce.
Payment in advance shall be optional in either country. It shall
not, however, be permitted to pay less than the whole rate, and no
account shall be tuken of the pre-payment of any fraction of that rate.

ARTICLE IIT,

All the States belonging to the German-Austrian Postal Union, re-
spectively, are to huve the advantage of the rate of ten cents, estab-
lished by the preceding article, (2d,) whenever their postage to and
from Humburg, for letters to and from the United States, shall be re-
duced to the uniform rate of five cents or less. On all correnpondence
for or from snch of said Ktates as shall not so reduce their rates, the
charge betweon the United States and Hamburg, by either of the two
lines, will be fifteen cents the single rate.

And optional prepayment, & regular progreasive scale, &c., upen
the same principles an in article 2d, shall be admitted and observed,
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ARTICLR IV,

On all letters origiuating und in other countries beyond the
United States, and mailed to, and deliverable in, Hamburg, or origi-
nating and posted in countries beyond Hamburg, and mailed to, and
deliverable 10, the United States, or its territoriea, the foreign postage

other than that of Hamburg, and other than that of the United
) is to be added to the postage stated in article 3d or 3d, as the
oase may be. And the two poet cffice departments are mutually to
farnish each other with lists stating the foreign countries, or places in
foreign countries, io which the toreign postage, and the amount there-
of, must be absolutely prepaid, or must be left uopaid And, until
such lists are duly furnished, neither country is to mail t~ the other
any letter from foreign countries beyound it, or for foreign countries
beyond the country to which the mail is eent.

t is further understood and agreed that no correspondence for or
from Hamburg shall be exchanged under this arrangement, unless
the rates of pustage to and from such couantries, via Hamburg, are
identically the same as the rates charged via Bremen, under the
United Btates and Bremen postal arrangenient.

ARTICLE V,

Newspapers, not weighing more than three ounces each, mailed in
the United States and destined to Hamburg, or mailed in Hamburg
and destined for the United States, may be sent by the United States
and Hamburg steamers, when the whole postage of two cents is pre-
guid thercon at the mailing oftice ; and newspapers of like weight

one up singly, may be sent to any part of the German Postal Unioe,
via Hamburg, on prepayment of three cents each at the oftice oi' mail-
ing in the United States, which shall be in full of the postage to des-
tination ; the German postage beyond Hamburg to be one cent each
in addition to the two cents chargeable to Hamburg. The postage on
pamphlets and magazines per ounce, or a fractioi of an ounce, shall be
one cent, prepayment of whick shall likewise be required in both
countries. Naid newspapers, pamphlets, and magazines arc to be
subject to the laws und regulations of each country, respectively, in
regard to their linbility to be rated with letter postuge when contain-
ing written matter, or for any other cuuse specified in snid laws and
regul:;tions. They must be sent in narrow bands, open ut the sides
or ends,

'ARTICLE VI,

The postage for which the United Btates and Humburg post offices
shall reciprocally acconnt to each other upon letters which shall be
oxchanged between ther, shall be established, letter by letter, accord-
ing to the nesles of progession determined by tho preceding 2d and
3d articles, as follows, viz:
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The Hamburg office shall pay to the United States office, for each
unpaid letter weighing half an ounce, or less, uriginating in the
United States and destined for Hamburg, as well as for each letter of
like weight prepaid in Hamburg and destined for the United States.
when conveyed under article 2d, by United States steamer, nine cents,
and when by Hamburg steamer, five cents. When conveyed under
article 3d, by United Statea steamer, fuurteen cents, and when by
Hamburg steamer, five cents.

The United States office shall pay to the Hamburg office, for each
unpaid letter weighing half an ounce or less, originating in Hamburg
and destined for the United States, as well as for cach letter of like
weight prepaid in the United States and destined for Hambury, when
conveyed under article 2d, by United States steamer, one cent, and
when by Hamburg steamer, five cents. When conveyed under article
3d, by United States steamer, one ccent, and whea by Hamburg
smB:;er, ten oe:ta. o nl i

ting the pos or news rs, pamphlets, and magazines
reoeivﬁc in geitharlcomy, the wi;:E;: is .0 be paid to the United
States office wiien the same are sent by United States steamers, and
one half to the United States, and the other half to the Hamburg
office, when sent by Hamburg steamers.

Letter bills and acknowledgments, as well as forms of account,
shall be made to conform to these articles.

ARTICLE VII.

The accounts between the two departments shall be closed at the
expiration of each quarter of the calendar year, by quarterly stato-
ments and accounts prepared by the General Post Office in Washing-
ton ; and, having been examined, compared, and settled by the post
office of Hamburg, the balance shall be paid, without delay, by that
department which shall be found indebted to the other. 1f the balance
ia 1n suvor of Hamburg, it shall be paid over by the United States at
Hamburg ; and if in favor of the United Staten, it shall be paid over
by Hamburg at Washington, or to the Generai Cost Oftice ut London,
to the credit of the United States, us the Postmaster General of the
United States shail direct,  Neither oflic: is 1o charge to the other
any commissions upon any postage it may collect.

ARTICLE VIIT,

The steamers of cither government plying between New York nnil
Hamburg shall be required to convey ull dead and returned letters,
and the official eommunications of the respective post departments of
the United States and Hamburg, free of charge.
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ABRTIOLR IX.

The miling days of the steamers carrying the mail betwesn Now
York and Hamburg under this arrangement shall be a0 arranged as
not to conflict with the scheduld days of sailing of the United States
mail steatuers plying betweon Now York and Bremen, and betweea
New York and Havre; and also of the Bremen mail steamers plying
between New York and Bremen ; and shall, as near as troabls,
alternate at regular intervals with the days of ssiling of the steamers
conveying the mail to sud from Bremen and Havre,

ARTICIE X.

This arrangement is to go into effect on the first day of July, 1857,
sud it is to be continued in foroe until annulled by wutual consent, or
by either j.ost department, after the expiration of three mounths’ previons
notice to the other ; aud it may cease whenever all the direct steamers
between New York and Hamburg ceass rununing.

Done in duplicate, and signed at Washington on the 12th day of
June, and at New York on the 30th day of June, one thousand eight

hundred and fifty-seven.
HORATIO KING.

c FERDII:’:%D KARCK,
'ummissioner for lanseatic Republic
{).f Hamburg.,

AARON V. BROWN,
Postmaster general, U. §.

Hausure, August 7, 1857.
This convention is ratified with the advice and consent of the senate

of Hamburg.
C. H. MERCK, LL. D.,
Member of the senate, and president of the
Post Office Department.

Approved ;

F.

Post OFricE DErARTMENT,
Contract Qffice, December 1, 18567,

8Str: For a statement of the mail service for the contract year end-
ing 30th of June, 1847, 1 respectfully refer you to the tables hereto |
annexed. i

Table A exhibits the character of the service, the number of miles
of transportation, and the cost thereot” as it stood at the close of the
year,
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Table B shows th: number of mail routes in operation, and the
pumber of mail contrac‘ors, route ageats, local agents, and mail mee-
sengers in the service of the departmeat on the 30th of June, 1857.

the 1st of July lasi the mew service in the New Englaud and
New York sectious was put in operation, the first quarter of which
expired on the 30th of Neptember, 88T,

le C exhibits the service of these sections as it steod at the
close of the contract year, 30th of Jume, 1857 and at the close of the
first quarter of the carrent year.

le D exhibite the railroad service as in operativn on the 30th
of June, 1857; also, the cost per mile in each State.

Tables E iod F exhibit the railroad and steamboat service for
the current year, showiog the particalars of each railroad and steam-

" boat route.

I have the honor (o be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. H. DUNDAS,
Second Assistunt Posimaster General.
Hon. A. V. Brown,
Postmaster General,




A,
Table of mail service for the yewr ending June 30, 1857, as e chibited by the state of the arrangements at the dlose of the year.

|The entire servic: und pay are st down to the Mate under which it is

bererd, though oxt

amung the States in which each portion of it lies.}

|
|
|
|

diog into other States, instend of being divided

i) §

- i i i iz - ¥
. E ANNUGL TRANSPORTATION AND RATK OF COST. EE . : ] gg Ei E '
Saiws and Tersi- B 53 1 ¥ ® - §
= Won L
3 &3 .
g- Mode not specified. In coach. 1n steamboat. By rallrond. ig -Eg 3 § -égg E = 3
C X |
L P A ) o ko [ = [ z [
{ Mites, | Miles, | Dollays.  Miles. L | Mites Miles - ‘
::a mg xg.m w.m 48,710 | 469,906 | 993,908 x,g:."ul n"!"l";u "
N}y | 56| 6442 1,870 3,340 | 01,084 | 308,640 Lo | s M
Riss| el 1s we Sut| Lee0) e Leood | o1
I W00 [ 39584 | 458,400 u51,408 | M O
1, 78| 12067 49 .\g;?,?i 7}:1}; K] el | 10 M
l&gﬂ 5.‘% 60,698 5,131 e 42 1479 ] 2,650 3760 [ 1,495,0,7 | 9,38 %‘ﬁw &3
Pennaylvania. nies b giats 12 Lol 488 | Suid | isnsds | etsem 1361400 | 0638
Delaware -... 95 WO | 1,387 | 140,581 | 1,518,312 | 2,996,814 swswr| W
Marylond. [ 4,498 01,840 265,900 | 90,190
Ohia el T80 17,808 | 88,400 | 109160 |- s o | anee
s MI 3,008 | 3514 | 1,590,806 | 961,368 03908 | 817077
Virg ML s 180 ;&m 100,990 | 394,193
'y 0 s’
i ! B X 718,100 Looue 16,2 {&ﬁ
, 80, 118
184,883 ".m:u e
108 2, 174,54 61,849
, 352 2,658,740 | wis.61
sieon et Foerd
134,718 | 16309
48] 166 hitor
Bue R 08,
93 [ M
o1z, 90 soew| 1
54 h o, 2,917,888 | 188,031
o) el i HEE) i
4960, X
LT OO IO BT VI 7 W1 1,854,858 | 104740
Loulsiang ... ... TOM AL AR 90T A0 | B9 WOS08) 16 13,800, 904 . WS, 81 1,094,965 | 497,088
Texas... 10747 9,600 FO.EW6 1,878 11750 " 70,920 3| LT 1,186,606 .14y 1,084, 30,138
Califorain Coaey  Laiel 0L LWL 1606 | 451,150 ; 173,656 anele | 143 To
regon Territory.... 1107 868 20,100 9 90,304 | , 880 ' 99, 130,158 31,858
N.- Mexico Territory, 960 70 1,150 90 7,280 | 1,840 99,19 34,850
TR Tormitory o ors 1,157 L,OIT  JL287 140 | 1568 | 14,360 51,198 | 3h4d7
Nebeaska Territory . 1,103 404 4359 699 634 8 188 | 16599
Kansaa Territory. o, L8O L4 1§30 21 nmus| g L ws | 25,013
e — —— _— _ ! -
Tothl........ HHO0L 155,407 1,650,375 45,39 | :,no,m!u,wl 091,698 | 28,500 (2,550,847 | 27,089,07¢ | 19,000,800 4,318,119 | 94,087,544 | 74,008,007 | 6,092,048
Route & Incal agenta | | i i ! :
and mall messen- ! .01
L s ....wi.éiwﬁ. e T YR T R X
‘ : | . —_
Tothvvvyree, 40,101 155,497 1,659,375 46,729 1,410,630 | 21,804 1,371,045 | 3,38 [3,708,760 | 27,006,074 | 16,090,890 4,718,851 | 4,970,048 75,109,903 | 7,650,808
) N ! .

*The , W gton, and Philndelphin milrond is under a Maryland nuinber,
1 This includen steamb:oat service from Loumsville to Cincinnati,
Thi inclndes the rinite from New Orlasns to Mabile ; ho th route from Uafroto New
This in for the service from Panams 10 Awphiwal

Orlaans.

all.
i The route from New Ocleans to Vera CUrus it nat Included in this, the contractor having failed and the marvice having beeu very irrequiarly performed during the year.
WM, H. DUNDAR, Socond Amistant Posimaster Gonerel,

bt )

£S01

-




Mail service in the New England section.

Servece as in aperution on 30th June, 1857.

DeCrense.aneeeeeecannan meseseevananen ccemcanane

As in operation on 30th September, 1857,
Rallrond ..ceeooone.... cemceceannaaen crecacsmnanans

Aonual trans- | Annual rate
portation of cost.
Mils. Doliars.
4,104,083 830,171
217,880 6,138
3,508,036 95, 089
1,533,804 58,863
8,361,803 490,235
7,664,161 |.conoene-n..
697,641 Joeeenrannn..
38,218,208 391,213
363, 684 20,060
2,185,562 100, 163
1,894,729 81,368
7,664,161 593, 693
cesescescerans 490, 265
cemenecseianen 103,438 |

WM. H. DUNDAN,
&eomd Assistant Iostmaster Generol,




1,493,017

7,915,84¢ | 488,450

190,480 oo
125,398 jeeeeenenen

i

327,482
7,398
108, 303
63,828

508, 056
488,450

Seond

WM. H. DUNDAS,
Assisiant Postmartsr Generel.

17,608
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D.
Railresd srnce, @ m operation en the 300 of Jime, 18AT.
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. 1 Pl Wy g it
! - HY ﬂii'.y;i!u} i
] HEHEEENL AL
—“ = :“. o | Do n.-..'u':-:' hh-tlhl-n Dobes. ' Des. [Bule.
- 08 23 Tl
- ek Zl -
sl | wlale 22

a . mu:}
s an ] -
@ % ] [
2 ‘ 1% ® = 1
1» wnl 18| 1,
[ - =1 - T
|
£ i 18
) LM e } 2ulioml 1w
7,815 @ - 190]  L,078] 11,000 00| 0enenees| 1I3OL oruanene
3 y an % y y
.8' 3,000 00 ;. =§ AT foecornnee] HNT M [oevererennss] BT [ooen. .0
s »
4 TME O eevernenannsf -4+ L] 54| &N ..cce...... [ IIW ... ...,
9 G333
Boston L] 00
Sranch, " B0 ine{ e8! ] 0| IV e 19748 [ieeens
Braach 0 4 @0,
" lc-" 4: lﬂ:
m: 3 5,718 00 0ol w T 61000 feeaeievieners 108 B4 [ciiriene
o | B et 5 -] ‘
Braseh, North Wrewthiis 4 . 1988 00 loverevnenesil 4300 §uiiiunidinesir | 0,008 00 J o
008 | Boston to Plymouth. . L 205 00 o T80 |ieieeriine,.; 19536
098’ South Abington to 4 e 0 ue ... | %0 00 ‘ (1]
613 ; Baiom 1o Glovoster 0 500 00 "o 0 00 wel
015 ' Salom to Lawronce NIw 866 713 00 | B8
618 | Lawrenes 1o Manchester » 1,40 0 0" 1,884 00 [ X ]
82 | Grovn Sanmen o Mo e %0 ay = -1
unetl AsOn .
.!Gmmnlunclmml‘uwell 804 00 ", 034 00 Jd 0
@38 | Bosion tn Dover............ 500 00 L& 540 00 nn
B e - me 1
| Braintree 0
| AT 5 -H pm L 28
'w ord to West !
€9 | Taunton to Mansfield Ju 1,900 10 | 100 00 1,318 00 9 80
643 | Taunton 10 New Bedford 2,100 00 100 00 ' 5100 &0 e
00 | Fitchburah to Rediowe: ¥ "‘“'“"1 100 0 T, % 1909
081 | Pitchburgh o Bratileboro',V { e . 044 0 nw
608 ! Palmer to Amherst ... wreveerssersensnninens W e, “700!............ “ae, ol 00 ., L X 2N
12 times & week 4 monthe, 6 times & week ¥ month . ‘ 1 13 Umes & waek 3 wonths, 6 Lumes & week § montlis.
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POSTMASTER GENERAL. 1083

Avprror’s Orrics, Post Orrice Drrata:T,
November 16, 1857,
8m: I have the honor to submit the following annual report of the
receipts and expenditures of the Post Office Department, .ngether
with the operations of this office in connexion therewith, for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1857:

REVENUE ACOOUNT OF THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

The balance standing on the books of this office to the
credit of the department on the 30th of June, 1856,
WBB...uetiiinieisnnrtnreresiienn sissnresste e sasesesessine . $789,699 78
The receipts of the department for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1857, as exhibited in tabular
statement marked ‘“ A,’’ were............covvieieeninnen
The amount placed in the treasury for the service of
the department, beingigrants in aid of the revenue,
under acts approved March 3, 1847, March 3, 1851,
August 14 and 18, 1856, and March 3, 1857, was.. 4,528,004 67

7,353,951 76

Making a total revenue of......... ererensieerneniseniiaias 12,671,556 21
The expenditures of the department
for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1857, as exhibited in statement
SB, were... e, vrereranes .$11,508,057 93
Add amount of ‘* debts compromised*’
during the year, under the provisions
of the 3d section of an act approved
March 8, 1851...cccivvviennnirnnresinnnes 734 16
11,608,792 09
From which deduct the amount of
credit balances charged to ‘‘suspense
account”.......... e 1,121 93

Net expenditure.......oo covisviirvinirrvcvocrsinrivecnieeenee. 11,507,870 16
Leaving to the credit of the revenue account on 1st of T
JUlY, 18 T.vieveeciarnsvensesemsersessnrssesnernens 1,163,686 05

me s m——

The excess of expenditures of all kinds over the revenue of the
year, inclusive ot receipts and payment for foreign postages, nad ex-
clusivo of the amount to the credit of the department, on the fut of
July, 1856, wnd the mms appropristed by tho several acts of Corgress
out of the genoral revenues of the United States, wus $4,153,716 40,

The net revenue from postage, being the aggregato smonnt of

e e —
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balances due to the United States by postmasters, on the adjustment
of their quarterly accounts for the year, was—

For the quarter ending Septemter 30, 1856................ $914,979 18
o LU December 81, 1856. . 925,151 80
s ¢ March 31, 1857 . 1.014,407 70
“ “ June 30, 1857. o 989,842 87

s c———

Y TR rrvesseressssoeseessneens 3,344,381 65

The number of accounts audited during the year, and on which
the above sum was ascertained, was—

During the quarter ending September 30, 1856............... . 24,685
“ ¢« December 31, 1856.. . 25,989
“ ¢ March 31, 1857... . 25,611
¢ ¢ Juno 80, 1857.....cccoevvriinnunnnnnn 25,461

Total number of postmasters’ quarterly accounts audited.... 101,746

In the adjustment of these accounts it was ascertained that during
the fiscal year tho following sums were reported by postmasters as
‘¢ postage on letters paid in money :"’

In the quarter ending September 30, 1856.................. $229,221 10
" ‘"

December 31, 1856 221,608 12
¢ “ March 31, i857.. W 254,367 94
6 “ Juue 30 1857, cviiveiiereinininnns 245,275 18

A portion of the above sum was, of course, collected on foreign
letters, but much the larger portion thereof was received and entered
by postmasters in direct violation of the regulativn of the department
dated November 20, 1835, issued in ncenrdance with the provision of
the 1st section of an act approved March 3, 18535.—(United States
Laws, vol. 1), page 642.) And until that regulation is universally
observed the door to franda upon the rovenues of the department will
remuin open, and the chief” object had in view by the Jate Postmaster
General in proeuring the passage of the act referred to will be
defeated,

1 respectiully suggest that additional regulations are necessary to
sccure the department from frands in the rondition of accounts by
postmasters of the printed circulars prepaid (““in postage stamps'’)
mailed by them, upon which they reecive 50 per cent. commission
without any debit to their aceonnt.

It in the universul practice to enter thewo circulars in the ** tran-
seript of prepaid printed matter sent’’ in bulk, without indicating
the date of mailing or their destination ; and as they are not accom-
panied by ¢ post bills " it is dificult to ascertnin the correctness of
the ontrics,

In some of tho castern States the amount ot circulars thus mailed
is very great.




POSTMASTER GRNERAL. 1085

I also respectfully recommend that application be made to Cougrees
for authority to enable me to have the transcript accounts of mails
sent and mails received, and all other parts of postmusters’ ‘¢ quar-
terly returns ’’ from July 1, 1850, to June 30, 1835, except the ‘‘ac-
ocounts current’’ and the vouchers for contingent and incidental ex-
penses, removed and sold; the proceeds of sale to be applied to defray
the expense of ee ing and removing the transcripts, &c., and re-
arranging and filing the ‘¢ accouants current.’’

These quarterly retarns, in connexion with the ‘accounts carrent’’
and vouchers, prior to July 1, 1850, now accupy fourteen rooms in
the basement of the Post Office building ; and I am informed by the
superintendent of the building that the remaining rooms are insuffi-

. cient to contain the fuel necessary for the winter ; so that, if relief is
not given by the sale of the bulky material of the *‘ quarterly ac-
oounts,”’ the returns for the quarters ending June 30, and Neptember
30, 1857, must necessarily he riled in an unsightly and exposed con-
dition in the main passage of the building.

The amount collected as registration fees and postage of valuable
letters was—

In the quarter ending Scptember 30, 1836.......c0u0vvveunnens $8.138 85
¢ ¢ December 31, 1856, . 9,393 80
“ “ March 31, 1857, . 10,345 20
" ¢ Juue 30, 1857....... S eenene 8,117 05
T ever etenes e B 35,994 90

The amonnt of postage stamps and stamped envelopes
sold by postinasters during the fiscal year, was...... $5,448,7h5 32
Of which there was used and cancelled, .................. 5,070,527 88

Leaving in the possession of the purchasers............. 378,227 48

CONTRACTORK' ACCOUNT,

The aversge number of accounts of coutriotors and others

engaged in carrying tho mails, sottled in each quarter,

was, on regular mail routes.....oieieniiiiniieinniininenene 5,372
On special mail routes........coon. " eessenees 3,138
On Toute BEENLS......cuvcnrvveersimvirecensiniinisnnieernmnnronnneen 1,218
On mail messengers and local agents...........c.oovvivenvnneenses 1,608

Total number of ACCOUNES ...cvvviiriirvirssrcsrersrnnseeens 11,310
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MAIL TRARSPORTATION ACCOUNY.

The amount charged to ‘‘accrued transportation,’
and placed to the credit of contractors and othel'-l,

for mail transportation, during the year, waa...... $7,624,5685 48 |
Amouat for regular services.......... 6,696,153 66 ,.
Amount for special offices............... 224,195 20 |
Amouat for route agents. .............. 278,523 19
Amouat for river mails.................. 162 50

And for foreign mail transportation, ,
for New York and Havre mails.... 124,500 00 :

New York and Bremen.................. 135,973 61
Mails on the Collins line (Navy De-
PATLIEDt) ..ovtee v iinnrnatninenes - 7,826 72
Mails across the Isthmus of Panama.. 148,922 26
New Orleans and Vera Cruz mails... 3,390 63
Expenses of government mail agents.. 4,939 68
Total...c.oeiiiiiimnnniciinine sereisnnreeeseaeneaeens 7,524,685 43
== |
The amount actually paid during the year for mail
Lransportation Was.......c.cceeiiiveriniieriineneecrnnuinen 7,239,333 271
Of which sum there was paid for mail transportation
of Previous Years........ccovvvviiiirinuieinninneinenieciens 183,388 55

The Rmount credited to ‘‘accrued
transportation,”” and charged to
contractors for over credits and

damages, Was....ocvreuuvnviiiiriceceiss $46,208 14
Amount of fines imposed npon con-
EPACLOTR. v uerarenrsrinrsssasersniennnsisne 86,380 26

Amount of deductions from their pay.. 102,416 58
—_— 234,954 98

COILECTION OF POST OPFICE REVENUL.

The number of offices in operation during the fiscal year was
26,586, which are thus classificd under department regulations,
chapter 23, sections 237, 238, 239, 240,

992 are *‘ draft offices,’”’ and during the year 13,993
drafts were issued by the Postmaster (teneral, and

countersigned by the Auditor, amounting to......... $1,030,107 83
1,278 are ** deposit oftices,”’ and have deposited during
the year......... T PP PN 1,239,071 84

19,587 are *‘collection offices,’’ and have paid on the
¢ collection orders’’ went to contractors during the

FOBT. . uvuvrrnninsianiissesasssrenannnne srarsnstssssssnesians 1,083,860 29
4,729 are styled ** wpecinl and mail messenger’’ offices,

and have derived their supply of mails chiefly by

the payment of their net revenue ; the amount

thus paid was....... tresersiensrinseriseissinreatssranteesee 224,198 20
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During the fiscal year the ¢ collecting division ' of this office had
charge of the following number of accounts:

Of present postmasters......cccc.iiiiivuereanniaranaericesisuneaninans 26,686
of ters whose terms of office expired between

the 1st of July, 1845, and 30th June, 1856 2,130
Of late postmasters of the last fiscal year..... 7,98Q
Total RUMDEr..coierrerriiiieraicsaristniinesnrarsossessiesens 47,174
The number of changes of postmastera reported to the office
by the Past Office Department, which required the final
adjustment of their respective accounts, was 7,8G8.
And the balance due on the accounts amounted to....... $492,639 17
Of which there has been collected.......... $318,672 41
Amount credited on vouchers................ 718 39
Amount charged to ** suspense account’’.. 89 36
—_— 319,480 18
Amount remaining for collection......cccovrervernannnnnnne. 173,159 01
Of which this sum 18 in 88it.......evieiveereiirinneieninenen. 3,021 17
Leaving a balance on these socounts, uncollected, on
the 30th day of June, 1857, and not in suit, of........ 170,137 84

The balance due the United States by late postmasters

whose terms of service expired between the 1st of

July, 1845, and 30th Jaune, 1856, unsettled, and not

in suit on 18t July, 1856, as stated in the last annual
TEPOTE, WHB. .vovtersitivuetoiertoseiitsssenssinsassassresnenns 109,506 75
 Which was increased by ‘° estimated postage’’........... 6,719 21

Total for collection during the fiscal year ending June

BT B U P Ry 116,224 96
Of which sum there has been collected....  $26,902 07
Credited on vouchers e 20,613 43
Closed by ‘¢ auspense account’ . 48 94
47,664 44
Amount uncollected on the 30th June, 1857.. 8,660 83
Of which there has been placed in suit..u.uviiniiierninnn 15,449 18
Amount due and not in #Mit....covveiiiinininiesn. 63,211 34
Of which sum there is due by late post-
masters in Californis.........cooocviiivnnnne 32,788 60

And by late postmasters in Oregon......iu 1,089 59
— 13,878 19
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Thess late postmasters have preseated vouchers ot ex-
penditares :a and aboat the business of their offices
for & “1nch greater sum than is exhibited on the
books of this office as due by them to the United
States ; and, as it is probable that an amount will be
allowed to them by the Postmaster General, under
the provisions of the 4th and 5th sections of an act
approved July 27, 1834, which will equal their &

nt indebtedners, this sum should be ded ,
eaving due by late postmasters in the Atlantic
States........cccccurennee eeareeeasanens eersearesiasnatienenes $19,333 16

Suits,

The amount due by late postmasters whose terms of
office expired between the 1st of July, 1845, and 30th
of June, 1836, fur the collection of which suit was
instituted prior to June 30, 1856, as sta‘'ed in last
report, was

Add amount of 76 new cases, for the collection of which
suit was instituted during the last fiscal year, ¢’ 4c-

counts prior to June 30, 1856. ......uviiiiimracirieninnn. 24,099 32
Also, amount of 13 new cases of accounts of the last

flscnl YERF...vieerereriinniieicer e 3,021 17
Amount in suait during the year....ceeeiceniiiinreeenniienns 115,465 52
Amount collected within the year....ccccevveneiienniinnnnen. 13,077 42
Leaving still due......c.ccovviiinininnniiininiiininnnninn, 102,388 10
Of this sum there is due by late postmasters i Cali-

fornia, on accounts prior to June 30, 1836............ 71,954 80
Of which there is probably.......ccocvvvereriiiiniasioniinnne 44,303 86

that may be regarded as lost to the department, as the defendants
are represented to be insclvent.

In 42 of the suits instituted during the year judgments have been
recovered in favor of the United Stutes; 27 of them have been con-
cluded, and the money paid into the treasury.

Summary of debts and collections,
The aggregute amount due the United States on the

30th June, 1856, by late postmasters whose terms
of office expired between July 1, 1845, and June

80, 1866, WHN ...ocovvviiiiivireiinne renrinin o $204,816 27
Amonnt due by lute postmasters of the last flscal
FOBT cuvevvvvivurnosines errrerereriiee o seerererererrectee 492,639 17

Total amount for collection during the year....... 697,464 44
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Amoust collected aad credited on accounts prior to
June$0, 1856,.......... creerenenerens $52,237 00
mount credited

on

acoouats of the laxt fiscal year... 819,480 16
Total amount collected nad credited during year...
Amount remaining due to ithe United States.......

Amount of the above balance is suit  $125,388 10
Amouat of the above balance not in

it tesestisssistesestansssnnne . 313,349 18

1089

$T1,71Y 18
325,737 20

825,737 °

Classification of balances due the United Rates not in swit.

On aeDo:untuof latepostmastersof yde.rend' gJunc30, 1846

................................. Orerennnrissceatonsens

... 1852
...1853
...1854
... 1856
. ...1856
cvevernnnnnenenns, 1857

Total........ RN

Amounts in suit.
On accounts for the year ending June 30, 1846............
847

D ) 1 N .do

Do.. ....do..

) ) ORI i [ YO
Dosviveeriiiiiiinineinninnnnnen, 11 S

| 01 TN do }
Dociiiniininninnnninnienenee do “

Do.. ..do. .

Do.. oondo,. o

Do.. P A0ueeirencanen 1865...... roesen
Do..... RN . [ SN 1866.00000rueees

Do.cviniinininnineninenen venndOinneninnn e 188 0 cnnninns
Totalesiiiserrrrnernnrevsssnnieessoresnsnrennsesesereseesons

Vol {i~——69

$54 08
116 08
39 14

81 18
156 90
525 41
1,052 43
15,140 §3
13,510 23
9,647 79
12,887 84
170,137 84

223,349 18

7,900 12
20,129 15
3,021 17
102,388 10

e —————




Amount due to late postmasters on the 30th June,
1856, as stated in last annual report...................

Which hus been increased by additional vouchers......
Amount due to late postmasters of the last fiscal year

Amount paid or closed dnring ‘the year.

Amouat of balances apparently due to late postmas-

ters on 30th June, 1857.......c.cccccevrnunne

$131,949 02
1,652 19
80,640 71
184,242 88
36,072 02

148,170 86

A surpluas of commissions eccrued at the following post offices, after
deducting the maximum compensation of the pustmasters, and the

necessary incidental expenses of the offices, viz:

Augusta, Ga....cccovererne
Albany, N. Y.....
Buston, Mass
Brooklyn, N. Y........
Buffalo, N. Y.....0e
Cleveland, Ohio .......
Columbus, Ohio .......
Chicago, INL.......
Charleston, 8, C.
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Dubuque, Iowa ....
Detroit, Mich........
Dayton, Ohio........ R,

Davenport, lowa....

Erie, Pac i,
(Galveston, Texas..... ...
Harttord, Connievenen.
Harrisburg, Pa.........
Indianapolix, Ind.........
Jorsey City, N. ..
Kensington, Pac...
Louirville, Ky.cvoiviiinenian
Lowell, Mass.......
Memphis, Tenn....,
Madison, Win,......
New Buedford, Mass.........
Newark, N. J..... veees
Nashville, Tenn .
New York, N, Yoo o
New Huven, Conn,.
Newport, B, L.,
Norfolk, Va..... .

$488 81
4,140 97
22,819 04
657 47
4,533 84
4,519 24
23 12
21,841 06
267 54
666 21
5,477 37
4,086 00
88 58
188 70
1,062 17
410 38
1,281 79
1,618 77
1,980 83
340 51

481 69
1,40 81
95,258 15
297 68
3103
145 66
2,026 G4
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Norwich, Conn.....c..cceucrenenrnnnnscnsensessesssesnransenson $3,750 88
Portland, Me...... 1,828 37
Phnhdolphu, Pa. 9,433 39
Provideace, R. I.. 268 53
Pittsbuigh, Penn. . 3,649 28
Oswego, N. Yoo cnneenneeenes 416 83
Richmond, Va... - . 425 80
Bochener, N. Y 943 16
8t. Louis, Mo...... 4,720 81
Syracuse, N. Y.... 285 35
Springfield, Mass. 75 70
Sprni?gﬁeld Ill 76 72

ranmscc, 2,932 96
Toledo, Ohio... 1 838 27
Troy, N. Y........ 2, ,673 63
Trenton, N, J.. "135 32
Utica, N. ¥........ 52 93
Washington, D. C. 2,739 13
Worcester, Mass.... 549 01
Wilmingtoa, Del. 671 46
Wilmington, N. C..... . . 44 95
Williamsburg, N. Y....... ercrererarrrrrsteeaes e . 170 55

Totalovveerrervernereriernrieressssoreosesiosneriessvens 216,086 02

Being an excess ot $45,886 49 over the present flscal year.
Thefollowingstatement partially indicates the chief labors performed
during the last fiscal year.
The number of quarterly accounts adjusted, audited, and

TOZIMEETEd WAK ..uinrssrinsnsciiieisersnnsinvnereriniessienenimses 101,746
The number of quarterly accounts of mail contractors audited

AN PRI 1s i 21,488
The number of payments made to specinl and routo agents. 4,872
The number of special contractors and mail messengers ac-

Counts Bettled. i i 18,916
The number of miscellancous necounts audited and paid.... 697
The number of ““collection orders’ ismed.......ooovnnvens wese 12,110
’I‘hu nutnber of ““collection drafts’” imstted..ovoeiesiiriiininnes 3,994

¢ ““department drafts’” registered .ooiennen 13,993
o “ “departinent warrants'’ registered. 6,840
¢ o letters received ....... RN Cieevenns 126,454
“ ¢ lettern prepared and mailed .. 71,791
3 “ folio post. pugen recorded ., 2,471
¢ “ accaunts on rln't'urrcntlmlgern.. covvennee B3,952
“ o corrected quwu rly acconntn pre purwl wnd
insucd DO PPIPUR & |1 |11]

Tho tabular wtatements appended hereto, marked “A*" and “ B,
oxhibit the receipte nnd expensditiures of the department nndes ieir
severnl hewdw during the last fiseal year,
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That marked “C'’ isa reca‘fitu]ation of the amount of letter postage, :

hewspaper postage, registered letters, postage stamps sold, compensa- X
tion allowed postmasters, incidental expenses of post offices, and
amount credited contractors and others, for the transportation of the
mails in each State and Territory for the year ending June 30, 1857.

That marked ““D’’ exhibits the number of letters, circulars, hand-
bills, newspapers, and pamphlets received and delivered by ¢ carriers,’’
and the amounts received for carriage in the several cities named
therein,

The carefully prepared statements numbered from 1 to 32 exhibit
the operations and results of our postal intercourse with foreign
governments.

1 deem it to be unnecessary to make special mention of the manner
in which the multifarious and responsible duties of the clerks in this
office have been performed, as I am convinced that the foregoing
statement, indicating their labor in ascertaining the amount of the
revenues of the department, and collecting it, and in adjusting and
reporting to you for payment all sums found due for mail transporta-
tion and other services rendered to the department during the year,
will sufice to commend them to your favorable consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

THOMAS M. TATE,

Auditor.
Hon. A. V., Brown,

Postmaster General.

‘A,

Y nded
Statement exhibiting the receipts of the Post Office }Jepa;{f)me{gé,(under their several heads, for the fiscal year ended
une 30, .

i

) I
Third quarter | Fourth quarter !First quarter 1857.| Second quarter Total ‘\lx::l;r each
1866, ¢ 1856. i 1851, i 3
- ; E . 08983,207 24
*$229, 210 18 ©$221,638 17 ©$276,132 54 | 98238, 226 35 )
B o * 8,141 20 9,375 32 10,344 68 | gls80 “sg. m :‘{
}.leghtorcille%te 1,284,362 23 1,308,309 26 1,423,701 76 : 1,431,401 Zl .‘“;“3 o
gtams soll. ..o 164,432 94 166,653 %8 | l6T,0 88 | M47,102 61 . o83 81
Hieapapers and pamph 500 feeeinenenncnnnnn ! 2 80 7 :g 79,351 00
Recelis on acvwant of crohoments o wer ot TURESHT ;s ammose et
\tccdlpu on account of letter carriers. . 28,886 b7 41,408 31 | ‘8:668 N "308 38 ‘ 6,106 87
Receipts on account of dead letters...... eenenan 'ii'ii ............... .....!""".""""" HAH 1687 30
Extra compensition overcharged ..... 1 278 i "".."éii-ﬁ i i os { 6,920 18 - 9,130 16
Miscellancous receipts.veeeanenan.. asecsnetennacanans H ’ : ‘ F
' ! :
4 ; 1,946,433 73 1 1,918,408 86 7,883,051 16
Aggregate amount...... cennsenscnasa PR 1,737,130 13 J 1,758,084 33 L_“. , | ) 913,

* In the item ¢ Letter Postage,” for third and fourth quarters 1858, and first quarter 1887, is embraced the sum of $188,072 98, ascertained to be
T e e To e thd s Fupih hariem 5 B oshagol i mi of 3,637 18, due from the Ualted Stats 1o the Bremen offc, on
mx'r'."'.':.ﬁ.f- W:m‘:nm and second quarters JR37 In included the mmlof 7‘32,870 19, due to the United Btates from the Kingdom of Prussia, on
account of postages for third and fousth quarters 185¢, and fimt quarter ;&ﬁ-cmmy submltted, o8 . Tart, ot -
AvmTonr's Orrics, Post Orvics Dreartumer, November 14, 1857, §
1Ton, Aanox V. Brows, Posmaster General,




B.—Btatement exhibiting the expenditures of the Post Office Depariment, under their several heads, for the fisoal year
ended June 30, 1857,

et e e e o e ey

t
| ‘Third quarter | Fourth quarter First quarter 1857." Second guarter | Total under each
| 1856, 1858. } ' 1867, { head,
- S e T i X |
Compensation to postmasterf...... .... .1 $5148,697 20 $543,109 8] 1 $597,418 94 $3596,388 91 : $2, 385,600 86
Bhip, steamnbout, and way lettera 4,080 41 4,473 72 ! 4,009 28 5,022 35 17,504 78
Transportation. ... ., 1,776,112 84 1,660,867 37 | 2,080,140 97 : 1,772,512 09 7,289,383 27
Wrapping paper-- 9,748 6 18,336 03 8,749 30 | 120,387 89 83,130 18
Office furniture..... 438 85 1,378 98 ! 702 87 1,460 86 3,978 16
Advertising. . 7,192 98 80,855 65 | 28,017 81 9.039 98 15,106 37
Mail bags 18,126 28 15,214 88 | 20,086 60 11,701 98 65,219 31
35,690 90 12,261 40 25,816 91 44,001 68 117,170 87
Mail locks, keys, and stamps. 5,155 50 446 70 4,111 10 2,874 20 13,1387 50
Mail depredations, and special agents 15,389 74 ' 18,418 06 | 14,827 26 16,598 16 - 65,228 25
Clerks for uffioes.. . 197,294 85 | 197,782 90 | 209,408 32 229,540 13 834,026 60
Postage stamps. .. 6,169 15 7,067 16 9,239 71 8,182 78 30,638 80
Stamped envelopes 15,782 67 15,009 86 17,587 60 15,317 81 83,597 4
Payments to letter carriers 28,886 57 41,408 31 41,43¢ 10 42,991 63 184,710 51
Repayments for dead letters. 592 2011 |oeeoneoocmnanns 16 81 41 8¢
Miscellanevus payments. . ... - . : 38,254 78 45,836 61 i 48,385 52 58,881 08 189,107 99
Migccllaneons ne-ount British mails. { 54,648 44 54,134 64 .oocooiveee ounn *189, 425 80 207,008 88
Miscellaneous account Bremen mails. commaves ....v......-.........) 15,187 44 |.cccet ccaeenens 8,187 4¢
| l Y |
Aggregate nmount eecvemmesnane 2,760,475 24 ] 2,861,116 66 3,064,863 23 3,021,902 80 | 11,508,057 93
\

'
1]

These sums, mmuu;th.u( to $297, 098 88, are in payment of the ascertained bal focluding premium on exch y ari-ingrfrnmr fl;itinl; ;;;t;g:,
and found tu te due from the United States to the United Kingdum on account of the first, second, third, and fourth quarters 1856, and firet quer-

ter 1R57.
+ In payment of the adjusted balance arising from postages, and found due from the United States to the Bremen office, on account of first, second,
third, and fourth guarters 1856,
Auvpror's Oevice, Posr Ovpicg Derarmurst, Nor. 12, 1857, Respectfully submisted.
Hon. Aaios V. Browx, Postmaster Ueneral.

THOR, M. TATE, Auditor.

C.

A recapitulation of the amount of letter posta ]
) ; ge, newspaper postage, registered lelters, postage stamps sold, com i
allowed poxtmasters, incidental expenses of post qffices, and amount credi , . I3 for he transporta-
/ st expen edited contractor -
tion of the mails in each State and Territory, for the y,ear ending June 30, lscg;.:actms and ofhers for {he transporta

i i - ] .
Btace a.d Ferritories. Letter l New: or ! Registered | 81 ' it ! Total compen-
e w:mp:s. r\l 'l S:.:'n d I tamnps sold. ilo«nl receiptu. Tu::’y:nn- '"“;f.:.'l:,'.' ex- . n;.hlls:::: ‘:Ingl “'::u::’ .
i g ' ~ {1 .
| { ; | . panneg,
i ' j e ]
14,007 34 | 415,00¢ 16 ! \
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<B4 RRE) e ms Rmd GEh s=d a3
a0 w0 LORN0M T AN 361048 u.a;u . ’.ﬂm ’#.372 ﬁ o 4
Dol 871 BTN LG 05, Whem Bl el M T dmeedi el 41,008 30
SES e, e wiwem, Tawn o lewre| m o S B%
GO B | TTMET] LOeIs GOSI00,  BAAN SN 3)  UON B s, K53 ¥
OB (g3 | Dge 10| wEESE aNvAN  wdios | s s
3 3 H ] X4l ¢
g.mvvg' e g -1,;&&‘ m.’mg “sf:ﬁ 7 i&mﬁ e “i 2000009 9

T4 07| 18101 | 44390 0l e oo i 0| droer o
X A 8l ; t
pE AmE G gad ja=e hef R
W4T SN v 10 8 J00ri00 X fri
. 90 18 T 1
&1, m8 :S o 1.4 8 ! . N ’\ LA 004 ¥8 #21.418 7\ ‘-5:-""‘ 1] :‘gkm »
8 1,8 30 U006 0 IS4 11 dEINR 410 915, 393 06
NEY a8 65T 01 MATAIN | AxD8 9 LR 4
wwl S RiM vomss| i m fa0mma
b whdie 3t 1 0 sheia & A0 43 o8 41| o 11
0 by J 1 O] 1
A E TN T R SR | shoss el A
AR RIS WI P oenNat 31 | BSamo Sowe i 4
X ; Wows B e 00 47 “t.0%0
s 07| Mwein| 8% ARNID T Beies 18 Sordim
Ml Mmal ME UM Twal WA S8 oo

¥601

FHL 10 LIOIXX

“IVEANAD FALSYRISOd

<601




]
Letter . Wewspaper B "w ! P O pry-
. ‘ ogistared  Snmge sald. [ -y (33 --.‘. “Tomi
pensss.
L k) ®« el guamem emen
=5 B8 0% ooy GRL mEs Spr W2 B WES
- Lmen DR Leie; wIeB TRNE AMNE M  smae s
RO EN,ISH RWIW LHLTS N[ ORI 6i0,1N6 551NN LUK JmIea SwLlen
.
[Ty ;
FOMT M, S WIS % BT 5,47, S f
. TUOMAS M. TATR, Suitier,
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D.

Statement of the number of letlers, circulars, handbills, newspapers, and
pamphlels received and delivered by car.iers, and the amount received
Jfor carriage, in the cities of New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Balli-
more, New Oricans, Harrisburg, Lowell, Syracuse, Rockester, and

Manchester.
| I3 E e |5
| : g & i -
B é é_”. | %5 | %T¢
‘: !
Flces. \ i ! 2 iigl £f l\ fg
A R T S N
- T L

New York, N, Y .1 8,776,004 ' 443,015 536,446 4,755,535  $82, 4 26
Philudelphin, Penn . .. 2,060,543 14,620 856,930 2,421,003 43,936 T1
Boaton, Mams........ 41,014 *1,317,585 95,172 1,458,721 13,024 63
Baltimore, Md... 865, 670 31,580 159,757 1,056,008 18,427 48
New Orlennx, [a 109,873 . 13,101 10,870 198, 644 i 2,981 K2
Harrisburg, Penntoe covnenncnnn oo P T T T . 981 02

Lowell, W, . i1a,k18 TUTUA00 T12e,680 | 8,384 02
Bymcuse, N. Yoooool! 46, 549 ceecneead 86, 88 781 18
Hochenter, N. Youon | 28,472 1,161 30,868 594 27
Manchester, N. H....| 74,007 6,074 81,881 . 1,643 0f
Tolal ....... 7,000,078 1,810,802 1,176,585 10,008,865 | 166,520 K9

v ‘ ,

* [n this, nuny fetters ate ineluded, being of same rate as clrcuints,
t Number of letters, Be., not given

9601

dHL 10 Ju0d3%
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No. 1.
Amonnt of lett tage on British mails received in and sent from the
Umlcd States Jfor the fisoal year ended June 30, 1857.
Levelved. . Paid. - Pald Total.
B ol P+ ) arbated

By the Cunard llnﬂ 990, 190 68 |3117,373 03 | 854,175 83  $62,069 47 | $333,%07 95
By the Collins Hnol 30,091 64 | 31,418 47 8,619 30 12,367 24 73,496 65
Py the Havre line.| 4,616 23 | 14,303 85 2,538 03 5,604 49 37,131 69
By the Bromenlineg, 6,386 71 | 18,579 47 1,883 4 6, 105 60 31,805 63

Total ...... .- 131,136 31| 179,072 82 | 68,316 88 86,206 80 | 455,331 T1

Amount recolved.| 800,808 03 |........ eee| 154,428 68 eeemne..... reeemmeennan
|
Sent. Paid. | Paid | Unpstd. | Unpaid | Total.
! distributed. distributed.
I
By the Cunard linc' $43, 861 43 13109.125 81 18100, 399 46 ! ............ $252, 888 70
By the Collina line 18,933 17 53,208 34 | 26,507 94 (.. 95,554 85
By the Havreline.' 3,R18 85 . 21,767 11| 10,553 10 36,139 06
Bythe Bremenline 4,321 93 22,244 88 8,449 13 .. 35,015 93
i
Total e...... ! 66,055 38 206,431 84 | 145,709 62 ...co....... 419,096 34
Amonnt sent ... 278,888 72 'eeernneanne. 145,700 62 .covoerecencfienen PR
- I —_
Amount collected in the United States.... 574,104 75
Amount collected fn the United Kingdom . 300,133 30
Total amount..eee.veeeceranccaan eressasaann esessensasenmunan 874,328 05

Excess collocted in the Unitod Btates 274,061 45
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No. 8.

Amount of letter poetage or Pruseian mails received in and sent the
United States for the fiscal year endec June 30, 1857, from

Beceived. Uopaid.  Unpaid P, | Pud Total,
! distributed. distributed.

{
By the Cunard line] $7,801 69 #49,493 06 | 83,878 $13,391 02 | 874,653 42

13
By the Collins Mnel 3,914 O1 - 16,448 88 | 1,925 40 | 3,250 99 | 25,534 98
By the Havroline.| 3,711 56 11,905 80 | 1.331 40 | 3,257 62 | 18,206 08
BytheBremenline| 3,826 55 12.828 05 | 1,268 60 | 1,487 86 | 19,406 06

Total.......| 17,43 81 . 90,675 19 8,397 05 | 21,387 49 | 137,803 54
Amount received.| 108,019 00 . ..... weeel] 29,7884 |eeeol.. ; ............

.
Sent. Paid. Paid Unpaid. Unpald Tutal,
distributed, dist ributed.

By the Cunard line| $10,646 20 | $46.921 95 | $56,071 97 |............| 118,640 12
By the Colling line) 8,281 RG . 22,689 23 | 18,810 90 44,791 95

By the Havroline.] 1,508 8O | 10,512 01 | 8,785 3¢ |. 20,776 15
By the Bremen line 408 03 7,288 18 2,814 58 9,869 17
Total .......l 15,754 89} 87,361 87 1 85,982 17 |.conenan.n. 189,009 03
Amount sent ..., 108, 116 26 (-o.covec.. | w5,982 17
| , .
Amount collected in the United Btaten. .o covreereenenenncecaenna.. | 211,335 26
Amount collected in Prussla . . oeeoe.... sesesrmerecvesstoeserece: woan 115,747, 31
Total 8MOUDt.eeeeenerernnnnes ereasirnenncen aressennnenannies \ 326,872 57
Fxcom collected In the United Statem o oenvsnnnivnnaneian cnmecraaae l 95,387 93
No. 8.

Amount of letter postage on Havre mails received in and aent from the
United Staten for the fiscal ycur ended June 30, 1857,

ecelved by the Huvre line, unpald......... $3,102 R0

ecelved by the Havro Yine, unpaid dintrimtod. 3,384 20
86,454 00

Rent by the Huvre Hne, patd 2,163 30

Kont by tha Havre lne, pnkd AIlnlrllmtwl . 3,787 14

s o e b, 060 4

Totul amount, ald collected In the Unlited Btatew ... leeeaia.. e 408 04
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No. 1.
Revenue to the Uniled Stales, also to the Post Jﬁu Department, per the
Havre line, for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1857.
Amount of postage on British malls eeeeeeieeianaoiaacaas | $63,26¢ 65 4
Deduct British inlnd, - ccveeeeroencicmrmmarecannnns 7,907 58 |

—. 965,353 07

Add postage on 234.918 ncwapapers sent, at 2 conts each..
Add postage un Havre wails
Add sea tute on Prusslan (luud mnlln, 40,290 meu. at 40 }

momeees| 16,116 00
..... 124 12
.o, o! 203 60
Add newspapers. .do..ee.o do......l."m papers, at 2 cents..i..... ccecene 19 16
Add sea rate on Callfornia closd mails, 1,647} ounces, at 40
CONS v eeucecnnorcccce vanecanconnnsccoscasncancne cesevscncras 858 90
Add nevupupt'rl on Culifornis closed malls, 2,995 papers, nt
2 0ON..ve reencateeretaaaranaaaarne ceesernanann 80 90
Add soa mate on anunu cloml 1nolls, 24R ounces, at 40 cts .. 990 20
Add nowspapers. . do. ... .. do... ..184 papurs, at 2 conts . 208
Adil sen rato on Mexico . do..... 46 ounces, at 40 cente. 18 40
Adil newspapers. ..do. ... ooodoaa. .o 94 papors, at 2 cents ... . 188
Total to the United Rtatew oo veveencenaacnnn. 90,042 47
The Post Office Department pays commisidons to ponmuluu
AmOUNtng 40 cevvaeneeraoen- 15,793 65
Net rovenue, with United Btates loland Inclided ......I..... ....... T4,248 93
Deduct United Btates inland on British malls, §; o
263,200 65, amonnting t0 veevecneeriaeerreciinennaaa| 18,179 80
Adl United Statew Inland on Havro molls, o of
$12,087 20, amounting to .oo... cecemiscaceirasananns i 8,146 80
————| 18,226 10
Total net revenue to the United States Post Offico Depurt.
ment, without United Staten Inland ooevsevennnnniennan. o ceeenennad 57,922 82
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No. 8.

1103

Revenue to the United Stales, also to th: Post Office Nzpariment, per the
Bremen line, for the fiscal yea: ended Jure 30, 1037,

Amount of postage on Britlsh malls ...
Deduct Biitish inland, $4ocenceecvananean

Add postage on 169,549 nempnptn scnt, at 2 cents each....
Add postage on anen malls .
Dvduct Bremen fnland, gy

Add postage on newspapers, Bremen malls ....ocu...0ua
Add sea rate on Prussian closed mails, 32,718 ounces, M 40
centa. .

E 2 P T T
Add sea rate on Canadu closed mulll, 1,938 uum v, #t 40!‘
Add newspapers...do...... do..... 4,995 papers, ut 2 cta..

Add sea rate un Callfornla closed malls, 1,903 uum.en. at 40

Add ncwnpuperl on Califorule Josed mnlln,

2 cents...
Add sea rate
Add newspapers.. 154 pupum nt 2 cents.
Add sen rate on Mexie 417 ounces, nt 40 ct..
Add n.wapapers.. . do....o. cdoa. .. 87 pupere, at 2 contw..

Total to the Unitod Btates -vveenieeenennnneannn.
The Post Oftice Depurtment puys commisslons to postmasters
amounting to

Net revenue, with United States intand ineluded . oL,
Deduct Unlted Staten fnland on Dritish mndds, fy of
BHO,BZT 45, MM 40 oo rvverenncnenarenaananans
Add Unlted  Btates fndand on Uremen  mndls, A of

$32,082 99, amounting to .. cvaaa... PR, 2t vas

Totn] net revenny to the United States Post Offica Depart-

$60,R21 45 |
8,352 68 |

e —.[  $58.4GR TT

............ 3,890 8
52,082 99
5,208 29

48,874 70

cocvorsssnns 339 62

13,087 20

204 42

75 20

99 90

.......... 761 20

60 90

110 40

. 2 08

. 16 70

114

............ 124,193 81

16,079 16

cevepaananns 108, 14 05
13,921 13
20,041 40

e e | 30,002 62

mictit, without Unlted Btates tnland

I un, 152 08
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No. 4.

Amount of leiter postage on Bremen mails received in and senl from the
United States for the fiscal year ended June 80, 1857,

Becelred. | Unpald. | Unpaid dis-|  Pald. | Pald distrib-|  Total.
; | tributed. | uted,
i
By the Bromen line 54,664 69 | $21,089 38 81,117 15 | 3,516 00 | 932,387 31
Amount recived. 27,75¢ u? J ............ 4,638 18 [oevnenfennnnn ceeces
Sent Pald. | Puid distrib-| Unpaid, Unpdd dls-|  Total,
li uted. ! tributed.
. |
Bythe Bremenline $2,189 61 $12,344 89 s 85,161 27 . 819,695 57

Amount seut. ... 14,584 50 e ==l 5,161 27 ‘. .....

Amount collected in the United States .-ae 42,288 87

Amnount cvllected in Bremen........... PR e 9,794 42

Total amount....... . eese] 52,082 99

Excess collected fn the United States ....... ceesorresncacaniaoceennaas| 82,408 15
No. 6.

Revenue to the United States, also to the United States Post Office De-
partment, per Ihe Cunard line, forthe fiscal year ended June 30,1857,

........... , 8576, 194 65

‘Total postages on Britieh nudle by the Canard dine. .
United States portion, 3, being United States inlan 120,080 51 '
Addd postage on 1, 175, 5‘0 poapurs went, at 2 cents ench. . 24, 506 80 148,647 31
The Post Office Department pays commisdona to post-
masters on the alove, vin:
For distribution  on unpabd  distributed  recolved,
$UIT, T2 08, Bt 12) Pt CON.evnrrenasenan inanns 14,671 50
For commisslons to postinuaters st of where de-
lyered on $117,372 03, at 30 percent. .. 35,211 60
For disttibution on pald disteibuted recelved,
A2, pereent ..o ineicsinncnnnsearancens 7,758 6)
For distribotion on paid diwtrlbnted went, wu T08 41
L T 7 T T 1 2 P R 12,463 55
For cotumisdons to postimasters st oftieex wlwru des |
livered on $99, 704 47, at 80 per eont....... veveron 29,013 54
For distribution on unpahl sent, $100, 309 46, at 12
per cent . . 12,540 93
For commi
and Philad }
Unpwid £ I mun 100 63, at 16 per cent ... 13,528 09
Paldd wont, 842,861 43, at 15 per cent (oovonenn. 6.430 21
Newspaper postage, 823, 500 %0, nt H0 [)i'l' w-nt.. 11,758 40 144,270 00
Detieit to the Post Ofee Departiment. ..., veens 131 69

120,010 51

Deduet Faitedd Staten udaand on British nm

Total deficit (o the Post Oftice Departient. .o ooael.... PR, . 120,772 20
)




No. 6.

Revenne to the United States, alsv to the United States Post Office

1104

De-

partment, per Colling line, for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1857,

Total postage on British mails by the Collins Hne .
Deduct British inland, rate 4. -cceemerannnnn.on

Add postage on 461,859 newspapers sent, at 3 cents each. ..
sca rate on Prussian closed mails, 73,868 ounces, at 40 cts.
newspapers. . .do. --20,794 papers, at 3 cts..
sea rate on Canada .. 1,708} vunces, at 40 cts.
newspapers. . .do... .-36,513 papers, at 3 cts.
sea rate on California. 38,3794 ounces, at 40 ct
6,493 papurs, at 2 cta. .
652} ouncee, at 40 cts.
3412 papers, at 2 cta..
1254 ounoes, at 40 cts.
160 papers, at 3 cte..

The Post oftice Departmient pays the rullowlng ocomprissions
10 pustmasters on the aAbove postages, vis.:
For distijbution on unpaid distributed received, $31.418 47,
at 123 per cent.. .-
For commimsions to postmusters at the offices to -
ed, on 83) A1B 47, 0t 30 per cent. cereniceeenonnceonnaan
For distribution on pald distributed received, $12,:567 21, At
12) POrCenteneenncenveeacmcncaneranarancaaenonaroes
For distribution on pald dlutrllnw-d um, lbﬁ 418 77, |.t 124
128 Y £ 2O 4ecceecccnnenounaan vane
For commisslons to postmasd
L
For dlatribution on \mpnhl aent, $26, s07 N at 12} per et
For commimions to postmasters at New York, Boston, and
Philadelphia, on unpald recelved, $20,091 ﬂ4. nt 16 per ct.
puldd went, $15,953 17, at 15 por cont.....
newspapers sent, $9,233 18, at 50 per ce

Net revenue to the Post Oftice Department, with United States

ulund poxtage Included Coounnnieriiaiaraenacnanas
Deduct United Btaton Inkond on iitish malls, S o
LI LE R B iesssesecacasaoas

Totnl net revenue to the Port Office Department, withont
United States Indand. e e voneneeicneiennanna PRY PP

[9168,031 30
21,000 41

3,927 30
9,425 54
1,545 90
6,302 34

15,126 63
8,288 49

3,013 74
2,392 97
4,616 69 !

147,044 89

189, 458 61

49,68 60

130,818 11
35,010 op

104, 807 43
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‘No. 9.

Levenue to the Uniled States, also to the Post Depariment, on the
correspondence betsoeen the United and Bremen, for
the fiscal year ended June 30, 1857.

Amutdm by the Bremen line...........
uct Bremen purtion, inland, mm&h........

"

46,874 70
339 62

47,314 82
The Post Uflice Depart peys fesions to p ceneessesas) 16,019 16
Revenue to the Poat Office Department, with United States inlsnd included.| 31,135 16
Deduct the Unitod States Inland, Gve-tenths........... eeecsaes| 23,437 35
Revenue to the Post Office Department - 7,697 81

No. 10.

Receipts and disbursements in closed mails between the United Slates
and the kingdom of Prussia for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1857.

RECEIPTS, i
Amount of postage on paid and unpaid sent..... [P $189, 069 03
Deduct Prussian Inland, 5 ... coeooeeeaiaaaa... 44,1168 10
e $144, 952 98
Amount of postage on paid and unpald received. 187,803 54
Deduct Prussinn Inland, 8, ....... 22,967 25
jom e ! 114,836 29
Add newspapor postage on 59, 441, at ¢ ccnl. ..., 2,877 64
i e e
262,168 K6
i st
DISRURNENENTS,
Amonat pald Grent Britain for carrying 117,608 ouncew, at :
874 centw, aned 77,081 ounecr, at 65§ cottheeeves ceaoens’ 118,007 15 |
Amount pitd C ulllnn line ﬁ;rcnrry)ng T3,K8K ounces, at 40cte. 29,845 20 |
o " 20,704 papers, at 2! 415 88
Do Il:wrc " ‘40,290 ounces, st 40 16,110 00
Do " " “ 11,200 papers, nt 2 224 12
Do Bremen ¢ ‘32,71 ounces, at 40 ¢ | 13,087 10
" L 10,230 pupers, at 3 1 204 4
Commimions paird Unitel SEalom pOStDAROrSacn o ... -.o..| BS, 445 14
————| 208,133 71

Deflcit to tho United Mtates Post Offico Departinont v.el.e.eseeanees 006 85

r—
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STATE)ISRT—(knﬁud

Names of the lines. Ofiices. \l-hndl‘- "l."nd tw-h& Mo‘lﬂ-' Total *
pers. " ters received. tersoent. |
- ; ; !
New Ovdeans and Vera iz, oo iioiooannnas New Urlews ooeena.’ 15,853 Loiiaiaiieecssl 81,490 34 1,612 28! 89,102 52
)
Total postags..ccoeaans eescanssasece casnanse ne sese saes ase escceccaccs catsecsane [ aceseces secentancanans, ' 2,102 83
] i _—
West lodin bland-. oo cneeeiiiiiiinaae, Varfous offices...... 286, 433 102,465 . 21,443 61 19,423 53 ¢ 40,871 13
Add postage vn pupers, 88 2 conts cach ooial ciiian ceeicece soet cecacccacacest aan aeeecencacsn “eseesctceces conetcattanaan 2,040 30
f—
Total Postages <. coocen o iiiiiiias ceiienen meae saaean emeeesieeseses aaniann tesesns teepecescioccs anae secsccsane 43,920 ¢3
PROAGIA - oo ae e YVarboum offices.ceee. 3, 3%0 use] sy 8,888 1%, 68 T
Add postaye on Japers, 84 cvale emch L Lo Ll ciiiiil ciet ciiiaccediacns ceceaeacccanntiregiectccccte cananan cemsenn 1,003 04
i
Total pustages. .o ..... et etevetens seeieees sees ameees ceesmsameceecs eaeens ceemaen [ R TYE T
ALureeate tlal PoatAfeg Lol ieseilis sesesees iesisssesestes ieisesssesesestiiisiiiaees seniesensanass " 300,290 38
No. 12.—Number ojlelltrn and ne 1y { et the United States and the United Kingdom in British
wails f or lbe ﬁml year ended June 30, 1857.
Number of Jetters— Number of newspapers—
Total letters. | o . Swm
Receivad. Sent. ' Ileoelved. 'le-& :
Ry the Cunand line .. 1,438,322 1,224,021 2,658,343 968, 0RY 1,175,340 ! 2,143,423
Iy the Colline lin . 295,766 399, 168 694,934 149,837 461,639 ! 611,496
By t* ¢ Havre Ji . 101, Rag 148,676 283, 562 19,359 234,918 ' 314,477
By the Bremuen dineoooooeiaioaan. 126,168 146, 069 273,231 $3,107 169,849 353, 658
'l'uhl.: ................... 1,961,124, 1,917,934 3,879,076 1, 280, 586 2,041,466 3,322,053
No. 18,

Number of letters and ne s exchanged between the United States and 1ie kingdom of Prussia, in closed mails,
4 e e the  facl year ended Juna 7, 1851 ’

! Number of Jetters— ‘ | Number of newspapers—
1 | Total letters. | Total newspapern,
e e e | ‘
Received. ‘ Sent. i ! Received. Sent.
I :
By the Cunard Hnceeeeeee convannan. 242,173 363,637 | 605,810 l 14,091 84,862 48,453
By the Cullins lino. 82,701 148, 263 230,964 | 6,531 14,130 20, 661
By the Havre line. . 58,988 67,478 126,868 | 4,824 6,382 11,306
By the Bremen lue...... } 62,818 31,869 94, 687 | 5,491 4,567 10,088
Tottleu.enerraneremsacanaacl 446,880 611,647 | 1,058,337 | 80,937 59,441 90,378
] . )
No. 14,

Number of lelters and newspapers exchanged between the United States and Bremen, in Breman mails, for the flsoal
4 year ended June 30, 1857. ’

Number of lotters— Number of newspapers—
e . Total letters, . Total newspapers.
Rocelved, 8ent. Recelved. } Sent.
) — i
201,017 i 181, 113 832,330 13,860 : 16,081 i 20,841

9011
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No. 17—Continued.
T R 886. | 1881 1087, Total.
I 3d quarter. | 4th quarter. 1st quarter. | 3d quarter.
' | |
Cu. H
aans aacnivsd—Continued. i
FMananuwhmdt.u,.. ........ 9388 44 2170 4343 40 01 44 41,900 3¢
For postage oo misseat, - a 53 80 " 4 5 111t
For postage ou closed mails in transit through United Kingdom ....! 31,888 93 33,633 %4 . 42,888 81 40,517 23 180,868 90
]
AL sEXT. : !
For postage ou pald letters from United States for United lh(do- 25,080 ¢ l 29,501 42 18,473 20 31,997 91 118,003 39
For postage on paid letters for foreign wountries, &c 2,573 28 ! 3,425 89 ° 3,131 21 3,314 33 9,444
For postage oo paid newspapers for countries in transit, &c 210 70 | e H 237 93 364 987 10
For postage on loose letters, (collected on ships) 8 33 i 198 386 .oeeeananes 18 67
For postage on dead letters retusned to Washington 754 96 468 18 339 3¢ 541 68 3,104 18
Pwmempldklunmdupnwwmhdhm ‘b 1,853 50 1,491 84 . 1,618 87 1,875 42 6,33 3
For postage on paid registered letters from United States for Unlhd i .

LT 2 L 356 15, 267 04 304 70 4 87 1,587 7¢
For overcharges on various letters and packages....cccecenueen. .. 51 348 - 26 02 313 38
For this amount, difference in settlement of 1st quarter.......... P coconnn fveeeecaseseeen cenecescsanann . 848 07 848 07

, 103,939 T0 109,485 14 125,238 21 123,487 34 461,115 39
Balances In favor of the United Kingdom........ cecenne ...i 58,092 46 58,300 55 76,079 97 76,845 91 364,918 89
No. 18.—The Kingdom of Prussia in account with the United States for the fiscal year ended June 80, 1857, (service of the
Post Office Department.)
|
18586. 1856. ! 1857, 1857, Total.
34 quarter. 4th quarter. st quarter. 2d quarter.
jU'S MAILS SENT. ) '
For postage on unpaid letters from United States..... $14,982 66 816,212 01 |  $16,F46 88 $16,487 08 $64,538 84
For postage on unpaid letters in transit, &c...... . e 43 44 520 42 ! 633 12 . 583 82 | 2,079 80
For postags on letters missent, redirected, &c...... .ee 314 97 | 184 109, 6 04
MAILA BECKIVED.
For postage on pald letters from Prusein........... 5,554 25 5,808 58 ' 6,637 72 5,710 98 23,708 53
For postage on pabil newspapers. ..... cons 266 36 274 72 341 44 4R 17 ' 1,230 69
For pustage on paid letters from forelgn countries, & ae- 78 39 70 52 101 61 , 81 18 331 70
For postage on dead letters returned to Berlineeeevieeiaieannanna. 296 41 643 28 ¢ 237 78 evvenrnenee. 1,167 47
Cn. MAILS APNT. 21,622 65 . 28,625 /0 34,690 09 , 25,212 03 93,050 37
For postage on pald letters for Prusala 5,045 71 5,483 85 6.768 60 5,687 38 i 21.986 34
For poxtage on paid letters for States beyond, &e 1,082 84 1,204 B8 1,263 b2 1,108 93 4,839 95
For postage on paid newspapors for Prussla 286 17 286 05 206 84 332 83 1,208 48
MAULS RFCRIVED, ‘
or postage on unpald letters from Prussin 3,004 00 3,030 05 4, 680 30 8,904 05 15,720 10
For postage on vapaid Jetters from Btaten heyond, e 1,14 13 1,100 36 1,004 04 1,274 BR 5,128 31
For postage on letters missent, redirocted, Xe oo.... [ER ] 25 K 26 5 27 03 95 17
For postage on dend Totters returned to Washington. 166 14 140 02 ' 149 8Y 160 30 016 41
For overchiarges on virlous lettem, packagen, Ne 72 3 45 1154 6 27
1,296 10 0,008 03 13,781 00 12,546 K1 49,B48 93
Balances in favor of the United Btates.......ua ! 11,880 87 10,909 00 10,625 22 43,801 34

v, 388 83

ot
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No. 19.

The Post Office of Bremen in accowat with the Maumfmh)a;ud.-.ulma, 1867, (service

of the Post Office Department.
1888. 1884, 1087, 1087, Total.
34 quarter. | 4th quarter. | lstquaster. ' 34 quarter.

!

i
81,508 0 [ 1% 91,337 41 ! 81,178 83 84,990 st
! 1w nun
8 . d [ 2]
1 133 308 i 148 LK ]

|
s 1,14 73 988 & 1”2 78 SNl T
33°08 3810 i 38 3¢ 13 90
59 44 18 09 50 13 83 67 ul s
"""" TERTY ORI i 16874 %
2,550 01 2,441 06 2,383 99 9,820 30
18 70 41 38 58 04 238 41
3,493 3¢ 3,618 57 1,849 83 8,890 33
ou missent, \ reveennnssenecanann " ) b W o9

MAILS KROFT, |
i

For postage on pald letters from the United States for Bremen......: 35 19 28 49 33 18 48 18 138 04
For postage on pald lettors from the United Statos for States beyond. ! 1,406 40 1,340 69 1,319 88 1,396 18 5,463 60
For postage on paid letters from countries beyond the United States.|ceuunnn... seeslnnnane ofe ecccasleesencnnsanan ceesnue
For pustage on paid newspapers from the United States for Bremen..l 33 36 41 88 8 37 65 08 168 19
For postage on paid registered letters from Bremen for Unlted States. 29 48 28 97 4313 418 130 85
For postage on dead letters returned to Washington eeeeeneeccueai)ovnennnenan Y P . asesmannin ——.
3,593 03 4,018 48 4,073 43 3,450 13 15,143 13
Balances due Bremen.............. secsenvacsrencnacannnn 1,148 38 1,478 48 1,631 86 1,066 24 8,324 93

sill
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No. 20.

The Hamburg in account wilh the United States of America
forw“c%?ym ended“Jm 30, ?857, (ae::;iee of l:: Post Office

Da. !
NALS sy,

|

For postage on unpaid letters from the United States for Hamburg.... ...!

mwnmummmmm&d%mm&uhmd‘
Hambarg . caame

For postage oo unpaid letters from foreign fes, &c . '

For postage on misscant, redirectud, returned, &c., letters...

For postage on pald letters from Hamburg for the United States.......... 235 70
For postage on paid letters from States beyond Hamburg for United States...co........
For postage on pald letters for countries beyond the Unite { States........

-
For postage on paid newspapers, &c., from Hamburg for the United States.'..... PO,
296 85

Ca. |
MAILS RECRIVED. {

For postage on unpaid lettors from Hamburg for the United Btates ....... 373 20

For postagoe on unpafd letters from States beyond Hamburg.coveceneecern cavennen aeve

For postage on unpald letters for countries beyond the United States. -

For postage on missent, redirected, returned, &c., letters....cceuen.. voes 66

MAILS BEXT,

For postage on puld lotters from the United States for Hamburg
For postage on pald letiers from the United States for States bey:

burg ..
For postug pal
Hambirg v eveeeeeecreearaecnencareans cecnessnsecnacncnnensancacs ees
For postage on paid newspapers, &c , from the United Ktates for Hambury.!...
314 00
Ralunce in favor of Hamburg ..... cosemcncsncsnssansonrsasennns 17 18

No. 21.

Balances due the United Kingdom on the adjustment of the acoounts be-
tween the United States and the United Kingdom for the fiscal year
ended June 30, 1857,

Third quarter, IRH6 ... ovismaeienecnenns PY vevesencnaraeiaeas  $03,002 48
Fourth qunrter, 1860, cae-o  BB,800 BB
First quarter, 1837.... .. 78,079 97
m«-mul quarter, IR8T Lo acieiiiiiaaaea sevacceeessencianeanen 10,840 91

[T teteenceeessesevsesssessnnrerinnesnnnennnsanie ‘i 264,918 89
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No. 23.

Balances due the United States on the adjustment of the accounls between
?e United States and the Kingdom of Prussia for the fiscal year ended
ene 30, 1357

Third quarter. 1856 _... P casees 810,386 B85
Fourth quarter, 1888 ... ... cccceeeencecnncacnnacn e mmecemesnan ..I 11, 580 87
First quarter, 1857__. ..l 10,909 00
8econd qUArtet, 1857, ... oceeecccenecancaceonencesasaassnnannaacns l 10,635 33

LT U 43,501 34

No. 23.

Balances due Bremen on the adjustment of the accounis between the Uni-
ted States and Brewmen for tkaﬁaaul year euded Jm 30, 1867

Third quarter, 1856
Fourth quarter, 1856.
Firet quarter, 1857.
8econd quarter, 1857,

No. 24.
Revenue derived gly the United Slates from the postages on British mails,
t

under the post

realy with Great Britain, for the fiscal year ended
June 30 1857,

|
RECEIPTS, |
Amo\mt Of letter pomllw L‘u\lt’th‘l‘ by the Unitod Staten...| $574,19¢ 75 !
f newspaper p ted by the United States 42,808 40
- — 8617, 003 31
DISDURSEMRNTS. !

Amount paid (ruat Britaln, differonce on British mails, as

per account eurrent. .. 204,018 &9
A"mnt pald 1o comminsd to United Stato postmante f
vis: ,
On mails per the Cunard lino 144,279 00

On malls per the Colline line. 49,638 50
On mails per the Havro line. 15,703 85
On madls por the Bremon line... ...... veeonaananes 16,070 16 |

———e' 400,709 10

Total revenue from British malls, with the United Btates | !
fndand Included. .. ivvesneecisovoncnanesisonsasans we{evcsonricrasan . 128,954 11
Doduct the Unlied States inland on lotter m»llu, Vis ‘ '

Por the Cunard lino. 120,040 51
Por the Collink Nne. P 85,010 6K |
Per the Havre line. vaee 13,179 30
Per the Bremen Hine.. aee PO 13,021 18 ¢
Newspapers, per the (,umm! ((-Illm, “uvn- und ‘
Bromen Hnes.oonne. .. deiseetiinaaesncaneeionas 20,414 06
= e e 202,860 38

. Total doficit on British mafla for ocenn postage...'.. esceccenanas oT8,213 17
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No. 26.

Number of letiers and newepapers exchanged between the United Slates
and France from April 1, 1857, to Jume 30, 1857,

wmber of letters— Total |Number of newspapers—| Total
. ] ; pers.
ved,  Beat. Becsived. ' Bent.
i i '
| ! i
By the Cunard live..... 83,731 ' 103,843 186,505 | 30,000 ' w3 61,40
By the Collise line 3,503 | 16,027 19,53 01 6c!| 7,007
By the Havro line_ ... 6,403 133,483 28,885 | 3,181, 8,489 | 11,670
n,mm.-m-..-..{ 9,985 | 7,608 (17,088 | 4,785 g7, 7.6
Totaleoroeeoeeen 103,613 | 148,955 353,368 | 39,393 ' 85,419 | 87,711
No. 217.
Amount of ldtr:ipodage on Humbur{ mails received in and sent from
the United States for the fiscal year ended June 80, 1857.
Reoctved, Unpadd.  Unpald | Pald. Puid | Total
distributed, distsbuted.
| | :
! |
By the Hamburg lins .........| $314 00| 168 80 ] $379 90 | 8147 £0 | $910 20
Totalooerreereceeees| B16 00| 16580 | 379 90| 147 60 | 910 20
Amount recelved.eeesosenon-. 482 80 ....ee...| 427 40 [remnennsjrrnnees
Bent. Paid. | Pad | Unpakl.  Unpwid  Total
wdlmlbuwd.( dintributed,
By the Hamburg line ......... $71 20 $ 10 [ $69 10 .......... " 8149 40
Totalovessereecsnnense| 7190|910 6910 oo W9 40
Amount #nt «ovuercereennan| 80 80 looeao.o.. ‘| 6% 10 .evennnnn. |
I I

Amount collucted In thy United Bateseeneerencesnoseassrnacennenns .. 986310
Amount collocted In HumbUPE cceacecasenvscrsasnccsrascacsonncenraanee 496 50

Total AMOUNt.ceucenenrcenaecnranncsonnarcssonnscnncanncovanacs 1,089 60

Excuss collucted (n the Unftod BUabheeesaessceceonesocsosannacancssonans 08 60

——
_—=
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Number of letters and exchanged betwesn the United States
zdﬂaﬂwgﬁrzjmlywadd.lm%,lss'l.

!Kuiﬂdl‘hﬂ- Number of news-
Total Jet- papers— Dewe
o e | ppem
: Recelved. | Sent. Roceived. | Soet.
)
! i
] +
By the Hamburg line. | 9,103 1,504 | 10.0% | 07 188 1,313
M....-......i 9,102 | 1,504 | 10,608 ‘ 7 485 1,313
U
No. 29.

Amounts reported due the steamers on the Bremen line, being the gross
amount of postages accruing to the United States.

Steamers. Round trips. Amount.
Ariel.. «..| Between June 13 and July 29, 1857 $9,804 19
North .1 Between July 11 and August 24, 18, 9,148 26
Arlel. . Between August 8 and Beptember 23, 8,857 59
North | Brtween September 8, and Uctober 22, 1857 9,165 14

No 30.

Amounts veported due the steamers on the Havre line, being the gross
amount of postayes accruing to the Uniled States.

Steamers, ! Round trips. j Amount,

Fulton.. PBetween 27th June und 10th Angust, 1R87...... e, $7,408 08
Armgo... . Detween 26th July and Tth Reptember, IROT......0 7,026 10
l“nlmn............‘i Between 224 Auguxt und 6th October, 1837........ ( 7,085 723
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No. 31

P on the mails received and sent between the Uniled Stales and
British Provinces for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1857,

of malls jvod unpaid... i $31,709 €3 '
A of mails received paid 40,100 09
871,809 12
Amount of mails sent unpald...... eeescan ceacenne eesf 29, 468 &6
Amount of mails seut pakd. ey 45,83 4

—! 55,2029

Total eeemeedl 147,102 08
Collected in the Unired States 77.538 07
Collected in the British I 69568 95
’ 7,964 13

No. 32.

The General Post Office of France in acoount with the United States of
America from the st of Aprtl, 1857, to the 30th June, 1857, (service
of the Post Office Departmm

1857, Total
2d quarter.
Da,
MAILS SENT

For pustage on unpaid letters from the United States for

France shd Algerla.. 82,872 93
For postage on unpaid letters from the United States for

countrien beyound Franeteeveeecemeanneann. vomensn 1,215 w0
¥or postage vn lettern not prepatd, M fur Franco und . X

AV tite av e civescancesecnsacennicncaconnen cees 106 0x
For pustage on Jetters ot propaid, &c., for mnntrlel

DOyond I'rilee cvvavenneececanacencssvannnsen ! 63 w6
For postago on letters badly dlrectgd hy “the Frmch :

post oflicen, and returned, &C. . aveciiiineaiiieaadd 4
For postuge ¢n letters re-ment, &C eveeeneeneanas vasean 4 K

MAILA RECEIVED, |

For postage on Ietterw for the Unlwl Btatos, prepald, |
&c., from France and Algerin. . P 2,782 11
For pustuge cn letters for the Unite

&c., from conntrien beyond Frneoe ... oeeceniences RIT o4
For postage on prepndd letters for contitrien beyond the
Unfted States from Franee, & covoes concraeaanaan 251 00

For postage on prepaid Icl!«rn fur mmmhn ln ryotd the
United Btuter fram conntslen beyond Franee
For postage on Jooss fettoss (collovted on whipe).
Fur postage on dend letters returned to Franeo, .
For overchurges on vurlous lotters, &6...ocivan.. eseselocecacrinnaee,
s e e 87,047 04
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STATEMENT—Continued.

1857,
3d quarter.

Total.

For postage on unpaid letters from France and Algeria

for the United BUALO8. - - o oo enceencnceacaeamacacan: 3,135 09
For postage on unpaid letters !'mnh-ncoudllprh I

for countries beyond the United States. .cceeann--... 10 32
For postage on letters not prepaid, &c., for vhe United

States
For pustage on letters not prepaid, &c.
yound the United states ..
For postage on letters h‘dly di
post ciices and
For postage on letters re~lent, [ I cecerrencancas 8 98

|
I |

MAILA BENY.

For postage on letters for France and Algeria from the '

United Btates o .coneeacn . cevacccecconsonmancacns, 5,932 95
For postage on letters for France and Algeria from coun-

tries beyond the United Mtates. .. cocoeecnnnanaa... 65 19
For postage on prepaid letters for countries beyund

France from the United States. ... veeseescvasanaan 2,875 04
For postags vn prepald letters for co\mttlu beyoml

France from countries beyond the United States........
For postage on loose letters (collected on ships)....
For postage on dead letters returned to Washington
For overcharges on various letters, &C. . ceeceeicenencanaae cevnaan

Balance in favor of France...... cessecacrsancncssenonensnces

$15, 001 93

7,354 88

)

——
—_—
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