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REPOR'T
THE POSTMASTER GENERAL,

. _—

Post Orrice DepanTMENT,
Washington, November 29, 1851,

Sir: At the close of the fiseal year ending on the 30th day of June last,
there were in opevation, within the United States, 6,170 mail routes; their
aggregate lengtll: was 196,290 miles; and 5,541 contractors were employed
thereon.

The annual transportation of the mails on those routes was 53,272,252
wmiles; the annual cost thercof $:3,421,751; being about six cents four mills
per mile.

Of these 53,272,252 miles of annual transportation, R,568,707 miles are
required to be performed upon railreads, at a cost of $985,019; being about
eleven cents five mills per mile: 5,154,982 miles in steamboats, at a cost of
$454,893; being about eight cents three mills per mile: 19,726,588 nales
in coaches, at a cost of $£,047,159: being about five cents three mills per
mile: and 19,521,975 miles in modes not specified, at a cost of HU34,683;
being about four cents etght mills per mile,

The mail service in California and Oregon had been so irregular in its
rerformance, and so iinparfeetly reported, that it was not embraced in the
ast annnal report from this department, and is not therefore ineluded in the
following statement of the general inerease of transpertation,  The inlad
service, at the elose of the last fiseal year, (exeluding that in California and
Orcgon,) when compared with the service at the close of the preceding
year, as stuted in my last annual report, shows an increase of 133354 miles
n the length of mail routes: of 6,162,855 in the number of miles of annual

transportation and of %547,110 in the annual cost of trangportation.

Of such increase of transportation the railvoad and steamboat serviee
amounts t6 3,220,635 miles, at an inereased cost of %276,742; being an in-
crease of about 30 3 per cent. in the transportation, aml about 24 4, per
cent. in the aggregate cost: the enach serviee to 2,320,124 miles, at an in-
creased cost of §:232,8721 being an increase of about 13,4 per cont. in
transportation, and 20 1, per cent. in agpregate cost: and the trunsporta-
tion in modes of service not speeified to 613,096 wiles, at an inercaged cost
of $37,496; bring an increase of ahaut 3% per cent. in transportation, and
4% per cent. inapyregate cost,  To thisierease has heen ml«l:wl the serviee
in California and Oregon, which is now first reported with suflicient aecu-
racy to he earried into the annual statement,

"The annual transportation in California at the close of the fiseal year was
537,476 miles, at an anuual cost of K130,270,  This service, when com-
pared with that ascertained to have been in operation prior to the new con-
tracts made under the general lettings of April last, shows an inereass in the
annual teansportation of 1037 per eont,y and a deerease in onnial agyre-
gate eost of 7% per cent.
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The preseni cost of transportation in steambouts in California is about
twelve cents nine mills per mile; in coaches about twenty-one cents seven
mills per mile; and in modes not specified about thirty-one cents three mills
EI" mile; while the cost of similar service in the Unmted States, excluding

regon and the newly acquired teiritories, is, in steamboats, about eight
cents per mile; in coaches about five cents and two mills per mile; and in
modex not specified atout four cents and three mills per mile. The prices
now paid in California are believed to be moderate, compared with the gen-
eral prices upon the pacific coast. .

The annual transportation in Oregon at the close of the last fiscal_year
was (as near as can he ascertained) 50,498 miles, at an annual cost of ¥19,-
938, or about sixty-five cents and four mills per mile. ‘The present annual
transportation in dvr on was increased, under the new contracts which went
isto operation on and after the first day of July last, to 66,960 miles, at an
annual cost of £40,441; being an increase of 119 3% per cent. in trans-
portation and of 103 per cent. in aggregate cost, Ot this service 6,240
miles is to be performed in steamboats at an annual cost of %10,000, under
a contract, made July 11, 1850, for the remainder of the usual eontrac.
term in that section, and of the residue 5,070 miles is to be performed in
steamboats, at a cost of $7,445, and 55,650 miles in modes not specified,
ut a cost of $22,99:3, or about forty-one cents three mills per mile.

‘I'here were on the 30th day of June last six foreign mail routes, of the
estimated aggregate length of 1%,349 miles. The number of miles of an-
nual trangportation thercon is estimated at 615,206,

The service on three of these routes is under contracts with this depart-
ment. The annual transportation thereon is estimated at 190,592 miles, at
n cost of $400,000, being about %2 09 % per mile. The service on the
other foreign routes is under contract with the Navy Department. The
unnual transportation thercon is estimated at 421,7:34 miles, at a cost of
1,023,250, being about %2 42 9 per mile.

The transportation of the California and Oregon mails across the Isthinus
of Panama has hitheito been performed under treaty with New Gireunda,
The annual cost of this transportation depending upon the weight of the
mails, is uncertain. ‘The cost for the Inst hiscal year was $44,927,

‘There should be added to the other cost of transportation, as above sta-
ted, the compensation of mail messengers and local and route ngents, which
if continued as it stood at the close o the last fiscal year, will amount to
$145,897 per annum.

The extent and annuna. cost of the entire mail service under the direction
of this department at the close of the fiscal year ending on the 30th day of
June last, as well as its division among the States and Territories, and the
mode of its performance, will more fully appenr by the annexed table,
marked A.

"The number of postmnasters appointed during the lyo:\r ending June 30,
141, i 6,339, Ot these 2,648 were appomted to il vacancies occasioned
oy resignations ; 187 to fill vacancies occasioned by the decease of their
piciiecessors: 200 on changing the sites of the offices for which they were
appointed ; 599 on the removal of the prior incumbents ; and 1,698 on the
establishment of new offices. -

‘The whole number of post offices in the United States at the end of that
year was 19,796, There were 1,698 post offices established, and 256 dis-
continued, during the year,
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table shows, very nearly, the number of
each State and Territory an the 30th day of June lust, ciwsi

a9
Hices i
ded aeconding

to the compensation allowed to each postmaster, for the lust fiscal year:
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This table does not embrace one hundred and ninety-two offices from
which no returns had been received during the year, 2 portion of which had
been but recently established, and are supposed not to have heen in opera-

tion,

Considering the large number of persons employed in the several post
offices, and in the transportation of the maily; the extent and complication
of the routes; the numerous and various arrangements for separating nnd
distributing the mai! matter, and the inadequate compensition allowed toa
large properiion of the persons employed in these services, there is perhaps
= ore reason Lo be satisfied with the general accuracy and efficiency of t
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service than to complain of the mistakes, irregularities and accidents which

occasionally occur.

The gross receipts of the department for the year ending June 30, 1851,
WEIEes~eeeranccnconntasncncevscvnnnmansonanaee- $6,786,403 22
Deriveil from the following sources :

Letter postage, including foreign postage and stamps sold $5,369,242 76

Postages on newspapers, pamphlets, &C.oeensmcnnenao 1,035,130 8%
Fines (other than those imposed on contractors)---«««--- 95 00
Receipts on account of dead letters-«---«---- - 1,675 16
Collections of damages from failing contractors- - 340 00
Other miscellaneous receipts- -« -« cncecmuaaaaaaanon 4,120 52
The appropriation made by the act of May 23 1850, for

postages on the census blanks, returns, &c---- -+------ 12,000 00

The annual appropriation made by the twelfth section of the
act of 3d March, 1847, in compensation of muil services
petformed for the several departments of the government- 200,000 00
The appropriation made by the eighth section of the act of
3d March, 1851, in furller payment and compensation
for mail service performed for the two houses of Congress,
and the other departments and officers of the government
in the transportation of free mattersv--vecaceeanan.es 163,988 89
6,786,493 22
From this sum must be decucted the amount received for
British postages, puyable to the British post office under
thie postal convention of December, 1818, as now stated

by the Auditor -eveeeecine ciiimanan ciiiianne. 58,626 44
Leaving the gross revenue for the year-««v-ecvvee-. 6,727,866 7

For the purpose of comparing the revenues of the year with
those of the preceding year, there should also be deduct-
ed the sum of $163,884 8).—being the amount of ad-
ditional appropriation under the act of March, 1851, and

the census appropriation of $12,000-------cvveeeenn 175,888 89
Leaving as the ordinary revenues of the year---«oe-- 6,551,977 89

This shows an increase of $999,006 41 over the proper revenues of the
preceding year.

The sums received as the excess of the emoluments of postiasters, beyond
the amounts they are by law allowed to retain, and the amounts collected
from failing b'uKlon‘ and their guarantors, are not geparately stated as a
part of the reverucs in the accounts of the Auditor. 'The Auditor states
that the former are deducted from the amount paid for the  compensation
of postmasters,” and * clerks for offices;”’ that 50 much of the latter as was
collected in money is credited under the head of ¢ Other miscellaneous
receipts 3 and the residue, which was dedueted from the amount due to such
failing bidders for transportation service, was deducted from, and lessens to
that exteat, the cxpenditures under the head of “Transportation of the
mails,”  The Auditor bas been requested to change the manner of keeping
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these avcounts, and future reports will doubtless show the amount of reve-
nues derived from these sources respectively.

The receipts from postages, Amnerican and foreign, for the last fiscal
year, ¢ 'xeeeded those of the preceding year "\909,.._?89, being an increase
ot about 16} per cent.

It the balances accruing to the British post office during both \cdrs are
exeluded, (as they must be to show the true inerease of our own postages,)
the increase will be 997,610 79, or more than 18 55 per cent.

Excluding these b.nl.mu-s the lumpts of the first three quarters of the
year exceeded those of the corresponding quarters of the preceding year

about 204 per cent., but the postages for the last quarter fell off, and ex-
cecded lllU\L of the corresponding quarter of the preceding year onl_y about
11 per cent. s so that the increase for the year was only about 18 57 per
cent., as bhe fmc stated.

The reduction during the last quarter of the fiscal year is mostly attribu-
table to its near dppm.u,h {o the periad when the rates of postage prescribed
Iy the act of the Sd of March Jast were to Fo into operation, and the conse-

quent slelay i correspondence until it could be carried on at a cheaper rate.
A similar reduction was observed upon the adoption of the reduced rates
under the act of 1815, The practical extension of the franking privile
to the senators and representatives elected teo the present Congress after t%c
commencement of that quarter, also aided slightly in producing this re-
duction.  During the last spring a senator and representative elected to the
present Congress claimed the full privilege of franking under the provisions
of the acts of 1515 and 1817, The practice of the department had been
adverse to the claim, and having some doubts in regard to tlne construction
of the statutes under which the right was claimed, the opinion of the law
ofticer of the governmnent was asked. His opinion was in favor of the right
claimed, and 1t was therefore acknowledged, and notice of the decision
communicated.

By the previous practice of the department the full franking privilege of,
members of Congress was deemed to commence only thirty days prior to
the commencement of the first session of Congress held during: their term of
office.  Itis, perhaps, worthy of remark that during the past summer five
persous have been entitled to the franking privilege as senators and ex-
senators in Congress, from a single State; four froin another; and three
from several of the other States ; ; and that a representative and a late rep-
resentative in more than half the districts have also been entitled to such
privilege.

The expenditures during the year were as tollows

For transpo:tation of the mails-------- R 53,938,063 51
For ship, steunboat, and way letters-----ceecaeei oo S4081 H0
For Lonmcmatmn to postinasters--------- ceeccenne--a LL7TSLGSG 31
For wrapping paper-----cacve-ocnoacen oo ceesen-- 52,338 15
For office furniture---------- .. R 4,978 64
For alvertising- - - e emeee oo aea 70,070 22
For mail bugs--ovvcoemaaaamn L 10,850 40
For blanks---eeccemen e cesecna- 539,588 42
For mail locks, keys, and stamps----ceaoonnnn. seee--- 964 4
For mail depr cdations and special agentsecceeecoaacon.. 37,193 71
For clerks for offices (of puslumattrzs- R Rt 499,098 40
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For misge + weous PAYIMIENINe - oo mcme et oo LKH,626 71
For lists of « .5t offices, and post office laws and regulations 11,171 %
For repayment of money found in dead Jetersannsnnenes 5271
For postage stamps------------ “ecmece- R R 31 00
For maps of inail routes, &c.e-ocmmmennennn. ceemenen.s 761 00
For payment of ‘balancesdue to the British post office prior to

the commencement of the fiscal vear ending June 30, 1851 157,115 05
For payment of balance due to the British post office for

the first two guarters of that vear-.-----coooo.ool0 16,120 55

6,27 3, 101 6=
To find the proper expenses of the vear there
should be deducted from this sum of 86,275,
401 68 the awmount paid the British post
office for postages collected -+ - - -- aeoe NN NN
And also the amount paid John D. Colinesniel,
president, &e., for tr.mspml.ntmn of themaiis
onthe Ohio and Mississippt riversin 1832 andl
l"‘Ju, underan award made by the Auditor,
i pursuance of a rnut resolution of Con-
gress, approved February 27, [R5 ]eceeco 20,503 1Y
——————— 3,851 89

Leaving as the ampunt of ordivary expenditures of theyear- 6,024,566 74
This am(nmt being deducted from that of the aross revenue of

the year, as before stated, Jeaves as the halance of revenue

o«wer the ordinary expenditure------ e ceeeeeaene UYL

Tn conuexion with the foregoing statements of the operations, revenues,
and expenditures of this de p.nllm nt for the last year, it may not be im-
proper, at the conclusion or a halt century, to sefer brieily to its origin,
history, and progress.

As c.nh as 1677, upon the petition of several merchants of Bosten,
(Mawavhuseus } Mr. Johu Havward, scrivener, was dppmntml by the court
“10 take in and conaey letters aceording to their direction.”

This was probably the first post office and mail service authorized i
America.  Local and imperfect arrangen.ents for the conveyance of mails
were afterwards imade, at different periods, in several ot the colonies, until
1710, when the British Parliament passed an act authorizing the British
Postinaster General < to keep one chiet letter office in New York, and other
chief letter offices in cach of her Majesty’s provinces or colonics in America.”’
Deputy Postmasters General for North America were subsequently and from
time to time appointed by the Postmaster General in England, and Doctor
Benjamin Frankhn was so appointed in 1735, He was removed in 1774,

On the 26th of July, 1775, the Continental Congress tletermmvd “ that
a Postmaster General be appointed for the United Colenies,” and to allow
him *“a salary of one thousand dollars per annum for himself and three
hundred and forty dollars per annum for a sceretary and comptroller.”  On
proceeding to the election of Postmaster General, < Benjamin Frankling es.,
was unanunously chosen,”™

The Articles of Confederation of 1775 gave to the Unitel States in Con-
gress asscinbled ¢ the sole and cxclusxvcught and power of cstablishing and
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regulating post offices, from one State {o another, throughout all the United
States, and exacting such postage on the papers passing through the same
as may be requisite to defray the expenses of an office.”” The little pro-
gress made during the period of the Confi-deration shows that this power was
too limited {o be useful, and when the increase of the mail sexvice before
the adoption of the constitution of the lnited States is compared with its
subsequent cxtension, one cannot fail to perceive that the prosperity, effi-
ciency, and value of thisdepaitinent are chiefly to be ascribed to the national
government founded under the constitution of the Union.

The first Congress assembled under our present constitution passed ““ An
act for the temporary cstablishment of « post office,” approved September
22, 1789, This act directed the appointment of @ Postmaster General,
and was to continue in force until the end of the next session of €' ingress.
Under this provision Samuel Osgood, of Massachusetts, was appointed, by
Presilent Washington, Postmaster General of the United States, and this
was the first appointment to that office, ‘Thirteen other persons have since
heen appointed.  Of these there were appointed from Kentucky, three; from
Conndcticut, Ohin, and New York, two euch; ans! from Pennsylvania,
Georgin, Tennessee, and Yermont, one each.

‘I'he earliest reliable statisties of the General Post Office are those for the
year 1990, when ihe number of post offices was seventy-fives the extent of
post routes 1,875 miles; and the reven.ex of the department 37,9345,

e subsequent progress of the Post Office Department can be traced in
the tables hereto annexed, marked Band €,

In connexion with this brief reference to the progress of the department,
it may not be improper to state, that there arc in the possvssi':m of the
department materials for an interesting history of the origin and progrese of
our post office system, and fhat it is intended, if time can be found to cem-
plete the arrangement of thei, to present these materials to the prosent
Clongress in sueh form as will perhaps induce their preservation.

"The cost of trausportation lias been much inereased within the last two
vears.  ‘The new contracts, made under the letiing for the northwestern
and southwestern sections, (embracing the States of Michigan, Indiana,
Hlinois, Wisconsin, Towa, Missouri, Kentucky, ‘T'ennessee, Alal ama, Mis-
~issippi, Arkansas, Louidinna, and Texas, and the Territory of Minnesota,)
which letting took place in April, 1830, increased the annual cost of
tranzportation from the Ist day of July, 1820, about %236,000; and the
subsequent tailure of bidders and contractors, together with the new arrange-
ments usually consequent upon the change of service which follows n let-
ting, added fargely to the increased cost of this service,  The rates of such
incrense were about 10§ per cent. in serviee, aud 235 per cent. in aggregate
cost. «Much of this increase is doubtless attributable to the unusual scar-
t;%nnd high prices of the coarse grains in that section duving the year

The new contracts for the southern seetion, (embracing the States of
Virginin, North Carolina, South Carolina, fieorgin, and l"lorid:u,z‘\\'hich
were made under the lettingx in April last, show an increase, up to the 30th
day of Seytember, of 947,707 miles of annual transportation, and of $81,911
inthe annual cost, over the transportation and cost under the contractr
which expired with the 30th day of June, 1851 : heing an increase of about
12,28, per cent. in service, and 9 "7 per cent, in aggregate cost,

The opening and extension of the New York and Erie railroad, of the

S
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railroad from Cleveland to Columbus, and of other railroads in the ditferent
sections of the Union; the ostablishiuent of two daily lines carying the
il hom Baltimore, by the way of Cumberland, Wheeling, and Columbuy,
to Ciuncinnati; the incrvase of wail facilities on the routes leading trow the
Atlantic cities to important points in the west: the greatly inereased mail
facilities on the Ohio and .\li\wis\*ippi rivers, and in almost every seetion of
the Union, have added, and simalar iwvprovements will continue to add,
largely to the extent and cousequent expense of our wail transportation.
The placing of the steamers Frauklin 2ud Humboldt on ihe New York and
Havre line has also added SL50,000 per annum to the cost of the toreign
mail service, chargeable upon the revenues of this department.

Until the passage of the act of March 3, 1331, the increase in the cost ot
transportation, ocvasioned by the increase aud exteaston of the service, bad
been almast entirely withie the discretion of the head ot this department.
That act declaces that *no post atfice now in existence shail be discon-
tinuend, nor shall the mail service on any wail route in any of the States or
Territories be discontinuedd or diminished in consegquence of any diminution
of the rovenues that may result from this acts wal it shall be the duty of
the Postmaster General to establish new post ofiices, and place the mail
service on any new wail route established, or that may hereatter be estab-
lisken, in the same maaner as though this act had not passed.™  And there
having been a large surplus to the credit of the revenues of the department
at the time of the paswage of the act, it would seem to have been the inten-
tion of Congress that the Postmaster General should continue aud inercase
the service to the sume extent as it the old rates of postage and a large
annual inceease in the revenuss had continved. By adopting this rule, the
expenditures of the department for the transportation of the mails must be
increased from ten to fifteen pec cent. per year it the wants and interests of
the country require it, unless some other rule tor the government of the
department be sanctioned by Congauss.

be other expenses of th departwent (the principal items of which are
the compensation ol postiaasters and thewr clecks) necessarily increase at
nearly the same rate as the business ot the department and its receipts for

tage, when no chapgy occurs in the rates ok pastage.  The usual com-
pensation of postuasters, being a -‘»mmix\‘ion caleulated at certain rates per
cent, upon the postages collevted at their offiees, in s in nearly the
same pronortion as the revenue,  Since N6 the average increase in poste
ages and in the business of this departaent has boen about thirteen pee cent,
per year.  During the present fiscud year the receipts from postages may
not exceed two-thinls the aumouat received last year, while the labors of
postnasters wre likely to be increasel from lifteen to thirty per cent., in
conseyuence of the increase in the nuuber ot letters ind other mailable mat-
ter under the reduced rates of postage, and the free delivery of newspapers
in the countics of their publivatien, as provided b the act of March i3,
1851,

By the sixth section of that a:t the Postmaster General was authorized,
in bis diservtion, to incrase the commissions to postmasters in certain cases,
It was desicable that this authority should not be exercised until the ac-
counts for the last quarter were so far adjusted and scttled as to enable the
denartinent to make some reliable ostimate of the amount to Le derived
frow postages in o present fiscal year. But the anxiety of postmasters
and the dexire of the Anditor to fix the amount of commissions allowable
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io each postmaster at the time of settling his accounts for the quarter,
seemed to render it expedient to fix the rate of allowance before the settle-
ment of those acvounts—especially as such settlement could nct be com-
pleted in less than three montbs after the expiration of the quarter.

An order was therefore made on the 29th day of October last, of which

the following is a copy : -
s Increased Commissicns to Postinasters.

“Numerons applications having been made to this departinent for the al-
lowance of increased commissions to postmasters, suthorized urder certain
couditions by the sixth section of ¢ An act 1o reduce and modily the rates
of postage in the Uuited States and for other purposes,” appgoved March
J, {&-5!, and it having been clearly shown that in most cases the labors of
postmasters have been increased and ‘heir commissicns reduced by the
operation of said act—

It is ordered, That whenever the Avditer of the Treasury for the Post
Ofice Department shal! have satisfactory proct, by affidavit or otherwise,
tbat the Jabors of :ny pastmasier have been increased and his comrnissions
reduced, as provided for by said act, he shali allow and credit such post-
master with commissions acconding to the following rules, to wit:

“lst. Where the commissions of such postinaster for the fiscal vear ending
+:0th June, 1851, did not exceed fifty dollars, fthe same amnouat ¢f comenis-
sivns allewed for that year, with licenty per cent. added therete, shall be
allowed and credited to the postmaster for *he fiscal vear ending June 30,
1852,

“2d. Where the commissions of such postmaster for the fiscal year endin
Sith June, 1851, exceeded fifty dollars, and did not exceed one hundre
dollars, the same amount of commissinns ellowed for that year, with
fifteen per cent. added thereio, shall be allowed and credited to the post-
muster {or the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1852,

“3d. Where the co:vinissions of such postmaster for the fiseal year ending
+Dth June, 1551, exceeded one hundred, and did not exceed five hundred
dollars, the same amount of commissions allowed for ihat year, with twelve
and a half per cenl. added thercto, shall be allowed and credited to the
postmaster for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 18352,

*“4th. Where the comissions of such postmaster for the fiscal vear end-
ing 30th Juue, 1851, exceeded five hundred doilars, the seme amount of
cazmmissions alloweed for that year, witi ten per cent. edded therclo, shall be
a!lowed and credited to the postinaster ior the year cuding 30th June, 1852,

“Provided, alwcays, That the commissions tv be allowed atany post office
(nther than a distributing ofice) sl ull not exceed the postages collected at
such office during the period for which such allowance is made: Provided,
a'sn, That a special application for a further aliowance to any distributing
oftire may be made whenever the Auwdlitor shll certify that the cornmissions
authorized to be allowed under this order are insutficient to pay the actual
and necessary expenses of such ollice, ircluding the compensation of the
postmaster: provided further, That there shall not be allowed at
any office where the compensation of the postmaster is by law linited to a
fixed salary or comnpensation, any greatcr sum than shall be required to pa
sgh salary or compensation, and the actual an.d necessary expenses of Lis
office. .

Part ii—15
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“The rate of allownnee after the present fiscal year is reserved for future
consideration, and will be determined upon after the accounts for the first
three quarters of the present fiscal year have been adjusted by the Auditor.”

It is, of course, in the power of Congress to abrogate this order, and fix
by law a different rate of compensation. It was intended to make the al-
lowance as liberal as the revenues of the department would justify, but it
is believed that the increase of compensation, under this order, wiﬁ not be
commensurate with the required increase of labor ; and that, at the old rates
of compensation, postinasters rendered more service in proportion to the
remuneration allowed them than the officers of” any other department of the
government. It is believed, too, to be politic as well as just to pay a fair
compensation to postmuasters, that they may cheerfully and zealously co-
operate in rgndering successful the perhaps hazardous experiment of adopt-
ing in this comparatively new country, a large portion of which is but
sparsely populated, rates of postage which, considering the expense of
transpertation, the area traversed by our mail routes, and the numerows
poinlts of delivery, give us beyond all question the cheapest postage in the
world.

The expenditures for the present fiscal year are estimated as follows:

The annual cost of transportation, (foreign and inland,)
as authorized and under contracts at the close of the last

fiscal year---c---ccecccceaaniaiaaaaa.. cemeeenas #1,016,583 00
Additional cost in the southern section, under new contracts,

which went into effect July 1, 18531-cccecennnaaan... 61,941 00
Cost of service ordered, and of new routes let, during the

quarter ending 30th Scptember --«ececenaaa il 80,624 00

Increased cost of transportation, under orders of the Post-

master General, for the improvement and cxtension of

mail service, and -he increased expedition ot the great

mails -cec-eoev-e R L P N T P PP PP 120,000 00
Cost of new routes let during the present quarter, and

ptobable cost of putting in oswration the new routes ¢s-

tablished by Congress at the last session, and now under

Advertisement « cccceemcii it 29,328 00
Expenses equal to those of the last year, under the heads

of compensation to postmasters, wrapping-paper, office

furniture, advertising, mail-bags, blanks, mail-locks, keys

and stamps, mail depredations and special agents, clerks

for offices, (of postmasters,) and miscellaneous items,

with 124 per cent. added, (such expenses necessarily in-

creasing with the increase of mail matter transported)-- 2,767,967 63
Amount added to the usual annual cost of mail locks and '

keys, by changing the same----cccvccaccncaann . 25,000 00
Cost of publishing laws and regulations, and list of post

1071 1T o g 10,000 00
Cost of postage stampse-----eeecceemocmeaeconan.n. 12,000 00
Total estimated expenditures for the current year-------- 7,123,448 63

These expenditures are to be met by the balances now starding to the
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credit of the department, the receipts frum postages, and the appropriations
made by the acts of the 3d of March, 1847, and the 3d of March, 1851,

These will be more than sufficient to meet the expenses of the current
fiscal year, but further aid from the treasury will be required for those of
the succeeding year.

The accounts of postmasters for the two first quarters, under the act of
March last, will not be settled by the Auditor, and the aggregate of their
receipts reported, before April or May next. Until the accounts for two
quarters at least, are settled, no reliable estimate of the revenues of the
current year can be nade.  Ii is believed, however, that the whole amount
which it will be necessary to draw from the treasury,in aid ot the revenues
derived from postages, wiil not mach exceed for the two years ending
June 30, 1833, that which would be collected upon wmatter now free, if such

matter were charged withi the ordinary rates of postage.

i A carefully prepared 1eport from William A. Bradley, esq., pestmaster
of this city, and which is hereto ansexeil, estimates that the free letters and
other free mat:cr sent from and received ut his office for the two years end-
ing on the figst day of July last, if chargeable with postage at the rates then
in force, wollly have yiclded the amount of $4,240,820, in addition to the
actual revenue of this department ; and that if’ charged with postage at the
present rates, he amount ~ould have been $1,795,920.

It will be remembhered that this does not include the free letters and other
free matter seut from or received at other offices, and that dyring these
years (between the years in which there is a presidential election) nﬁ\e free
watter sent frem the Washington post otlice is mnch less than in the year
when that election occurs, Nor does it include the free circulation of
weekly newspapers in the counties of their publication, nor the tree circt.
lation of newspapers, magazines, and other periadicals, by way of exchange
between publishers. I all the free matter now ecarried in the mails were
charged with postage, even at the present rates, frow one million to two
millions of dollars would e adied annually to our receipts from postages. -

In my last annual report § recomma onded certain reduced rates of postage,
‘ ander the operation of which, it was foreseen a large deficiency of revenue

for a few vear would vecur. Tt was supposed that if those rates were
adopted, the accumulated surplus to the credit of the revenues of the de-
partment, and an anuual appropriation from tne treasury, equal to the
postage, at the usual rates, upon the matter then free, would be required to
meet this deficiency, and would be nearly or quite sufficient for that pur-
pose. My recommendation was, however, only partially adopted by Con-
gress in the possage of the act of March 3, 1851,

The rate recommended for ordinary inland letter postage wasadopted, but

six cents whea prepaid and ten when unpaid was mmﬂ' the single rate of lettar
ostage to California und Oregon, instead of twenty cents, as recommended.
he rates o1’ postage on nost printed matter were reduced mnuch below the
rates recominended ; weekly papers were allowed to circulate free of post-
ag* in the counties of their publication: and the free exchange of news-
papers, periodicals, &v., was greatly increased.
he reduction in the rates to California and Oregon will greatly diminish
the revenues from that source. A statement of the Auditor shows that the
number of letters received and sent Ly the New York, New Orleans, aod
Cbhagres lise during the ruonth of September, 1850, was 113,085, and the
postage thereon $44,383 60; and that the number of letters received aud
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sent by (he same line during the month of September, 1851, was 118,934,
and the postage tlereon, under the reduced rates, only 812,854 81.

It was supposed that the reduced rates of postage on printed matter,
recommended in my report, would diminish the revenue from that source
about two hundred thousard dollars per annum. The rates adopted, with
the free circulation of weckly newspapers within the counties where pub-
lished, and the very great extension of the privilege of free exchange between
publishers, will, it is befieved, diminish that revenue at least five hundred
thousand dollars per annum, unless the quantity of suoh matter be increased
more than is now anticipated.

Notwithstanding this diinution, beyond that which would have resulted
from the adoption of the rates rccornmended, no change in the prescnt ratea
of letter postage is deemed advisable,

It was recommended in my last annual report that uniform inland rates,
without regard to distance, shoulil be established on newspapers and other
printed matter. It was imnmediately urged that the post~ge recommended
would be unequal and unjust, and that a newspaper carried fifty miles only
should not be charged with the same postage us one carried twenty-five
hundred miles. The force of this objection was felt by this depaPtment and
by Congress, and the experiment of numerons rates, graduated according to
distence, has been tried.  From the results of this experiment, I am satis-
fied that there should not be more than two, or at most three, different
rates of inland postage on newspapers sent to actual and bona fide subsecri-
bers; and thht those on periodicals and other printed matter, including tran-
sient newspapers, f;hmll({ he reduced in number, and more nearly assimilated
to the ardinary newspaper rates. It is difficult to assign a sufficient reason
for ch . ging upon such periodicals as the reviews, the numerous iagazines,
and iheological, medical, and law journals, ore than three times the
amount of postage charged for the sume distance on an cqual weight of
new: papers.  Such periodicals are less ephemeral than the ordinary news-
pavens, and certainly not less benelicial in their influence,  The nume L ates
of postage, according to their weight, would be just and eyuitabie; would
simplify the accounts of the department, and relieve it from the perplexing
and often invidions duty of discriminating between different publications,
and declaring one u newspaper and another nof a newspaper, in cases where
little difference can be perceived, and where the changed character of the
next number of both 1pight render iteproper, in respect to such numbers, to
reverse hoth decisions.

The rates of postage on all printed matte can be rendered more unifonin
and less complex by the adoption of suitable rates, without diminishing,
very materially, the revenue.  Whenever newspapers and periodicals can
be aent otherwise than in the mails, at  cost less than the postage estab~
lished by law, such cheaper modes of conveyance arc generally adopted.
For this reason, i gradunted rates be established, they nay be” compera-
tively high for ahort distances, where the means of conveyance are cheap
and rapid, without heing oppressive or seriously ohjectionable,

There is a disposition manifested in certain quarters to urge a fyrther re~
duction in our inland rates of letter postage, before the results of the last
reduction are properly ascertained.

Those who take the position that the people of this country should not
rest satisfied with any reduction of postage until it be made as cheap sa
that of Great Britain, seem to forget that our rates of postage are now, in
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fact, comparatively much cheaper than those of Great Britein; and that
the condition of the two countrics, in regard to nearly everything which
should intluence the rates of porrage, is widely ditferent.

The United Kingdom »f Great Britain and [reland has an xrea of about
120,000 <quare miles, ami a population of about twenty-eight millions;
while the area of the inhabited portions o the United States may be eati-
mated at more than 1,100,000 square wiles. with: a population ol twenty-
four milliors.

The results of the cheap postage system in Great Britain, and of reduced
rates of postage in this country, under the act of 1543, are centinually re-
ferred to as evidence that this department can sustain itself with a letter
postage of two cents ihe single rate; but these results, when carefully cone
sidered, admonish ux not to attetopt a further reduction until justified by
our revenues. Sowe of these results will be stated.

In the year ending Jannary 3, 1539, being the year previous to the adop-
tion in Great Britain on the Hth of December, 1539, of the tour-penny rate,
(followed January 10, 1840, by the penny-rate on pre-paid letters, nud the
two-penny rute on unpaid letters,) the gross revenve from postages i he
Urited Kingdom was- -« - cvoviaeaian cresamaaas L2,.000,763 10s, 13d.
And the expenditures.coeceeeeniiiaaiiiiieas a0 T

Leaving & net revenue o evneanne TR < LAS3,764 2 Od.
In 1830 the gross 1evenue was onlye-- .- Ceeeneaes 49 176, 93d.
While the expenditures were e eeeeeentiiiaaaan. . 24,962 16 10

Leaving a net revenne ofeeevierieaaaiiinn 810,787 Ok L1

Again, the gross vevenue for the eight yeurs fiom 1832 ta 1839, both
inclusive, was CINESSRT 12, L3k and for the cight yenrs next sue-
ceeding the reduction, only CELS 4,955 Gs ®4d.—uithough the frauking
privilege was abolished on the adeption o the ‘\mny postuge, and the govs
ernment paid postage at the ordinury rates,  ‘The postwre paid by the gov-
ernment in 1847 amounted to C163,535 Iy, 7d.

Our rates of postage on newspapers, pampalets, &e., were not waleeially
changed by the act of 1845, but the letter postage was reduced abont 83
per cent., as wax thon estimated in the departinent.

The receipts from letter postage for the yenr precediage the reduction were
#3,660,231, and for the succeeding year only M2,8%),607 ; being a reduc-
tion of about M pev vent. The Jetter postage for the nine years next pee-
ceding the reduction was 554,271,036 09, being un average of W3L,807,-
992 B per year ; and for the five years uext succeeding the reductions the
letter postige was $17,606,710 71, or 335008102 1L per yenr, The in-
crease v [845 10 [R50 in the postage of pewspapers, pamphlets, &,
(which had not heen reduced,) was S128,86% 67, or nhout 70 per cont.

Itis trae that the expewlitures of the departinent for the ten yenrs prior
to the reduction of I%15 excended its revennes, atal that its revenues for
the Jast five years bave exceeded itsexpenditures s hut before the act of 1845
the departraent reccived nothing for the tree matter of Congress and he des
partments.  Since 1844 the department has received $1,459,157 0 from
the treasury, which sum has been inctuded in the statement of its revenues;
and also the further wim of $735,000 appropriated by Congrese to meet the
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deficiency in its revenue which followed the act of 1815, The aggregate
amount of these sums exceeds by about 773,000 the available balances to
the credit of the revenues of the department on the 3Uth of June last. It
should also be remembered that, by a provision of the act of 1847, the Post-
master General was required to au‘cpt the lowest bid which in his judgment
secured the requisite certainty, security, and celerity in the transportation
of the mail, and that under this ,ule the cost of transportation was reduced
from 32,905,504 in 1849, 10 2,577,107 in 1349 ; although the extent of
our mail routes was increased during that period from 143,940 to 167,703
miles. ‘The contracts for mail transportation are made for four years, "and
one of the four contract sections is let each vear. The whole service had,
ronsequontl\, in July 1818, undergone the process of reduction under the
act of 1445, and the annual cost of tmnsportat:ou has trom that timne been
steadily and m-wss.mlv increased. It will, therefore, be ceen that the re-
duction of postage in 1345 was accompanied by a great reduction of the cost
of transportation, while no such reduction can follow the act of 1851. On
the contrary, that act, by the reduction of postage on printed matter, and
the t-unsequt-nl ierease of such matter i the matis, will -uM very largely to
the cost of iransportation.

In connexion with these faets it should also e rrmmu?wn-d, that the re-
celpts from postage in Great Britain have been greatly auginented by the
establishment, since 1439, of numerous lines of ocean stv.u-wr\, yielding
large reverues, the expense of which fines is not charged upon the post-
office department of the United l\mgdom. Great Britain also collects a
eonsiderable sum for trAnsit postage. [ this country, also, the receipts
from postages have been mn\nlvmrlv augented by tlu- establishment ot
lines of ocean wiil steawers, under contracts with the Nav v Department and
with this department ;. the present eost of which, anid the postages thereon,
.inear n this report,

The X pense of packet service, fored M and inland, paid by the Admiralty,
and n+! h\ tiie post oitiee department in the U mtml I\lngdum, is helw\wl
to haw woery L7010 T, Sl tor the vear ey lemu.n\ 0, 1845
while the amount ;.u.! by the post office department sor the conveyance of
the 1ails, including  riding work and expresses by the deputy postmasters
of the Vnited Kingdom, wages 1o mail guards, nther coach expenses, and
tolls ou mail coaches, was nn]\’ L19,17% |70 24d.

Since the dite of my Lt annual report new contracts have been wade,
after due awdvertisement, for furnishing blanks, w rapping paper, twine, seal-
ing wax, anil marking and rating stamps for the vse u? the post offices of
the United States : for furnishing leather and canvas miail lmg‘s and pouches,
mail locks and keys, paper. blank hooks, and other stutionery for the use
of the dspartment, and tor the printing and binding required therefor.
Under these contracts nearly all these articles will be supplied on more
favorable terins than under the former contracts.

A contract has been nade for the supply of the postage stamps authorized
by the act of March last. These stamps are believed to be of superior
quality, and are furnishod at aless price than was fornferly paid.  Some of
those ﬁlrmshod soon after the execution of the contract were tound to be
deficient 11 adhesive qualities, but 1t is believed that there will be ne grouand
- for future complaint.

Directions for the destruction of the dies and plates employed in the man-
ufacture of the postage stamps formerly usmlp have been given, and for

i
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tounting and burning such of the stamps as have not Leeq issued to post-
masters, or have been returned.

The streets, avenuey, roads, and public bighways of the cities of New
York, Bostou, Philadelphia, and New Orleans have been established as pest
routes under the 10th section of the postage act of March 3, 1851, and let-
ter-carriers appoiated for the service thereon,  If it is the intention of Con-
cress to trausfer the whole despatch bmsiness of the cities to the letter-car-
tiers of the department, further logislation for that purpese is desirable.

Sowe weeks since, agents of this department were despatched to the
North and to New Orinns, with the view of ascerwning whether the
mails on the great route between the States «f Maine and Louisiana might
not be considerably expedited. The gicater expedition, and therefore for
midable competition, of ocean steamers rurning between prominent points
on this line, seemed 1o render this a favoratle mowent for negotiations with
the contractors on the present wail ruute.  From®the information obtained
by the persons thus sent along these lines, it is believed that, it the con-
tractors will mect the wishes of the departinent, the mail between this city
and New Orleans can be expedited twenty-four hours: that the time fe-
quired between this city and New York can be reduced to eleven hours; and
that the wails from the south, leavinr here in the afternoon, may be de-
livered in New York in time to be sent east 10 Buston, north to Alhany, on
their way to Buftalo, and west, along the New Yorlc and Eric raiicond, vy
the morning traing frola New York.  While pursuing this object, an efTort
will be made to preserve at New York a close connexion of the trains ezr.
rying the wails which leave here in the morning with the evening trains
\\'hi§| take such mails beyond New York.

The liberal disposition avowed by the vontractors who have been applied
to, and the general Liberality of those not yet consalted, as well as the strong
iuterest they gt have in making the present line more rapid and more sativ-
factory to th@trevelling public, would se®m to justify the hope that these
improvements can be effected without incurring un expenditure dispropor-
tioned to the importance of the object to I attained.  If) however, the
negotiations now tn progress shall lead to no tavorable result, the attention
of Congress will be called to other teasible mdes of expediting the great
mails between the eastern and the southern States,

The necessary orders have veen made to charge (Ming bidders and their
guarantors the differc.ice between their aecepted proposals and the amount
which the department subseguently contracts to pay for the serviee specified
in such proposals, This is required under the provisions of the 27th sec-
tion of the act of July 2d, 1836, which it is helieved will now be systematie
cally and faithfully carried out. The Auditor reports that the sum of
885,762 36 was c)mrgml ugainst failing bidders and their guarantors,
according to the provisions of that act, during the last fiscal year. A large
portion of this + m was charged for failures occurring in previous years,

Having a=certained, from a partial exainination of the bonds of postross-
ters, that the penaltios of very many of these bonds were, in onsequence
of the incrense of postages, insufficient for the security of the department,
and also that a large number of them were eveocuted at a period so distant
ag torender it probable that the Rireties might be dead or insalvent, an order
was made requiring new bondls in all eases where the penalties were innre-
quate, or where the bond had been exccnted for more than six years.
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than 5,250 new bonds were, under this order, prepared and sent out, and
nearly all have becu returned, examined, accepted, and registered.

A carefully revised and corrected list of the post offices in the United
States has heen published and distributed to the postmasters und other offi-
cers of the department. On this revision it appeared that the aumber of
post offices in the United States was somewhat less than that stated in a
previous report from this department.

The laws of Congress relating to this department, its.officers and busi-
ness, have been carelully compiled for republication in connexion with the
genernl regulations of the department, which have been revised for that
purﬁosc. A Inrge portion of the work has been for some time in the hands
of the printer, and the whole is expected to be completed and distributed in
February next.

Wooden marking and rating stamps have been furnished to a large class
of officers whose receipts were too small to authorize the supply of metal
stamps. By furnishing these and blanks of a better quality, as well as

ther facilities for the despateh of business, it is hoped that the labor of
tmasters will be, in some degree, reduced, and greater promptness, ac~
curacy, and despatch secured.

I consequence of the want of clerical force in the dead-ietter office, my
efficient Third Assistant hud been compelled, for several years, to allow an
accumulation, in the dead-letter office, of letters containing promissory
notes, drafts, and other papers of value. This class of |om~rs%md been ac~
cumulating from 1837, and was rapidly incrensing. Upon examination into
the general character of their enclosures, [ deemed it my duty to cause ex-
traordinary efforts to be mude to send these letters and their enclosures to
the ) :rties entitled thereto.  For this purpose several clerks, whose duties
raight during the recess of Congress be temporarily thrown upon others in
the same divisions, were detached from their respective (ktaml employed
in this service. [n order to uccomplish the object in view, Several persons
not in the service of the department were permitted to lakor in the office,
with the understanding that they would he paid when Congress should
specially appropriate for that purpose a sum sufficient for their compensa-
tion. ‘This course was the more necessory, as, during the last summer,
some 2,100 pounds of dead letters, which had been suffered to accumulate
in California since the extension of our mail scrvice to San Francisco, in
the hope that Congress would authorize them to be opened and examined
there, were returned to the department. The amount equitably due to the
persons thus allowed to labor in the department is estimated at $505 42,
As the increased Iabor thrown upon the department by the new postage act
of the 34 of March last, rendered it impossible to register and send out the
lettery referred to without some such arrangement, and as by it the letters
accumulated during the previous years, and most of those received during
the present year, have been properly disposed of, it is believed Congress
will not hesitnte to make the necessary approprintion. That it be nade at
an narly day is carnestly recommended.

Thke requirement of the return of weekly and monthly registers of
the lrriml and departures of the n;*a at the termini of each route,
showing whether the numnber of trips c cted for had or had not been
parformed according to contract and within schedule time, bas introduced

r efficiency and regularity into the service. .

During the last fiscal year, as appears by the report from the Inspection
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Office, the fines imposed upon contractors on inland routes amounted te
$8,081 87; of which the sum of $10 25 has been remitted. The deduos
tious on account of failures and irregular service on such routes amounted,
during the same Pvriod, to §25,971 N9 : of which the sum of 884 77 has
been remitted. The deductions made during the same petiod for failures
and irregularities on foreign routes under contiacts with this depurtment
amounted to 1,450, and the fines and deductions which the Navy Depart-
ment has been advised to make on routes under its control (the nspection
of which has been transferred to this departivent) amounted to 1,908,

The special agents of the department have been actively and usefully em-
ployed in the discharge of their various and importunt duties. The in-
creased salaries authorized by an act of the last Congress have not been
paid them, the necessities of the service forbidding sm‘k reduction of their
number as would justify the payment of the increased salary out of the
present appropriation. These officers render important service to the de-
partment and to the public. Through their exertions mainly the propor-
tionate increase of depredation and loss, with the growth of the country and
extension of mail transportation, has been materially checked, while the
number of arrests and convictions for violation of the laws has been greatly
increased.  Much of the service is performed in cities, and is of a natvre to
involve large expenses. 1 recommend an appropriation for the deficiency
of salary allowable to them under the exisiing laws. .

‘The postmasters and other petsons in the service of the department have,
wvith few exceptions, discharged theic duties with fidelity, promptuess and

- accuracy, and have endeavored to inerease the efficiency, utility wnd repue
tation of” the department,

On the 3d of Janvary lust, 5. R, Hobbie, esq., then First Assistant Post-
master General, was appointed a special agent and postal commissioner, and
despetched to Cuba and Panama, with instruetions to make, if practicable,
suitable arrangements for an exchange at Cuba of mails from and to the
West India isﬁunls, the Atlantie coast of Sonth America, and to poin'n on
the Gult of Mexico and elsewhere seacled fror Havana’ by British mail
packets, but to which our own muil arrangements did not extend ¢ and alwo
to etfeet, it practicable, an arrangement for the exchange at Panwima of
mails from and to the western coast of South Awericn,

Temporary arrangements for these purposes weee sgrved npon by Mr,
Hobbie, wnd confirmed by the departuent.” These arraugements have been
found to be useful; hut the increase of correspondence with the points
numed will soon render move perfect arrangements desirable,

Mr. Hobbie was also instructed o proceed to California and aid the resis
dent agent of the department at the opening of the prdposals tor mail ser-
vive, which he had beon directed to invite. It was then the expeetation
that Mr. Hobbie would reach San Prancisco in time for the lettings, but an
altack of fever unlortunately detained him on the isthuus beyond thut time,
The service was, however, satistactorily perfornmed by the resident ungrent
and the postmanter of San Francisco,  Mr, Hobbie reached Sen Frineiseo
soon er, and betore the contracts were arranged and executed, und was
able to render vliciem gervice in ail of the reside 't agent.

As Mr. Hobbie continued in service as specio] agent of this departinent
for wome time nicer the 1at of April, when ‘»iu regigna‘ion as Firct Amsistant
Pogtmaster Gereral took wtfuet, 1 respectfully recounuend that Congrens
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ke adequate prosision for the payment of his expenses and 2 suitable

compensation for his services.

It was hoped and expected, at the time the advertisements for propossls
for mail service in California and Oregon were ordered, that Congress would
authorize a regulur letting to be concluded thece, and contracts for the
usual perioit to be executed under the supervision of the agents of the de-

rtment, acting under its general inctruciions. Congress, however, ad-
ourned without conferring this authority, and the agent in California was
instructed to make (emporary contracts only.  Acting under this instruc~
tion, the ngent, who hiad received bids for service unti! the 30th day of

June, 1351, (the end ot the regular contract tenn in the section to wiich

Californta and Orecon belong.) very propecly received from the acceptca
bidders contracts tor the residue ot the contract term, endorsing upon each
an agreemnent signed by the contractor, piving to the Postmaster General

“the right to discontinue the service at the end of one year, or on the 30th

day of June, 1532, making suck additivnal allowance for the year's service
s to him shall seern just, proper, and equitable.”

As these contracts provide for servica at prices more than fifty per cent.
less than these paid under the previons contracts, and as low as can proba-
bly te obtained at & new letting. it is respectiully recommended that a joint
resolution legalizing such vontracts for the redidue of the contract term he
sdopted at an eacly duv.

ontracts for the sivvive in Oregnn, under prape-als received and opened
in pursuance of an advertiseent, directed wader the same circumstances
and with the same expectations as that «irected in California, have been
executed for the residue of the contract torm, to end on the 30th ot June,
1854, and returned by the egent te this depurtment. The acts of the
ngent have been confirtaed so the as o athorize temporary contracts only,
The prices o the service stirnlated 10: are high, but it is believed that they
are neariy or quite as reasanable ns contd be ot tained at a new letting,  The
early passage of it joint resointion (o lepalize tiese contracts for the resi-
dueof the contract term is recomacndeds

Under the provisions of the tirs seetion of the navy appropriation act,
approved March 3, 1851, contracls t.:\\'<- bern made with the Pacifie Mail
Steamship Company, to increass the trips of the mail line between Fanama
and Oregon to semi-montbly ¢ thue making that service conform to the
semi-monthly secviee on the Atlantic side of the isthmus, as directed by
the section retecied to,  This serviee was contracted for at the rate of
S0 !‘(’nly-ﬁ\'ﬂ per cent, of the eost of the trips under the m'iginal or former
contract 3 and the contract thevetare is belicved ta he in strict accordance

with the provisions of the act referced to,

@ Under the provisions of the same seetion, this departiwent has conseniad
to & temparnry arrangement by which the mail stemners from New York to
Havsna are not required to touch at Charieston or Savannah : and the con-
tract for sexni-monthly service between the ports last named and Havana
hag been renewed fur four veaes, trom the 1st day ol July last, at the priee
theretofore paid for that serviee,

The contracters for the mail servier o New Yogle and New Orleans,
via Havana, to Chagres, some time sinece promsed to take maily by their
steamers, s hich run direet to Chagies, in addition 1o the mails taken by
their steamees tuacking at Havann,  They devited additional cornpensation
theretor. This departiient declined to agsute for the government citter
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~ an express or implied obligation to make such compensation, but cousented

to send mails by such steamers, with the express understanding that no
obligation to pay for such.service was therehy incurred, but without requir-
ing the contractors expressly to relinquish all cluim to compensation, and
thus preclude an application to Congress.

Fhie opening of the route now in operation by wav of Lake Nicaragua,
and the probability that other competing routes from 1he Atlantic cities to
California will, cre long, be ju operation, and upon wiich the ails may
pethaps be transported with greater,despatel and economy than upon the
present route, renders it expedient to proceed with great caution in adding
to the cost of the present service, and to reserve, in all cases, the right to
discontinue such service and pay whenever the public interest mnay require.

No contract has been made tor the transportation of the mails across the
Isthinus of Papawa, under tle second section of the “ Act to establish cer-
tain post routes, &c.,"" approved March 3, 1831, The government of New
Grenada has consented that the service may be performed by the Panama
Railroad Company, and a proposition from *'ie president of that company
for the transportation of our mails across the isthinus was favorably re-
garded. As, howeser, there were difficulties in the way of making a per-
manent contract in coptormity with the regquirements of the section above
refepred to, it was suggested thiat the ratlroad company should conimence
the trapsportation oi 1w wail as sron as their road should be so far come
pleted and in operation as to increase the expedition of the mails, and that
this department shonld recommend to Congress (o autherize payment there-
for @t a price per pound slightly above the average price now paid under
the treaty with New Grenada: The preddent of the railroad cenapany has
wiven notice that en and alter the Ist of Devember next (1851) the comn-
pany will be ready to receive and trarsport the niail under tlas arrange-
ment, and orders tor its delivery to that company have been issued.  This
will expedite very considerably the transportation acress the isthinus, 1
respeetfuliy recommend an appropriation for the compersation which will
he equitably duc to the railroad company.

The contract with the Colling line of il steamers Letween New York
and Liverpool requires the performance of but twenty trips out and back
during the year.  For the purpose. however, of arranging weckly trips in
Americhn sicamers, alternating with those of the Cunard stesmers which
depart weekly foom this country aml England, these steamers have made
departures cach alternate week, and Lave thus completed a weekly line of
Awerican steamers from New York.  If these trips are continued as here-
tofure, there will have bean periormed in the presant year three more trips
than are provided for in the: contract, and to coatinue the weekly trips there-
after will require six additional trips per vear.

As the Eaglish gpoverminent luu{ mede new arjangeicents by which the
weekly trips ot the Cunard steaimess were to be coatinued through the year,
it was deemed highly haportant to continue the weckly tiips of the Ameri-

~can steamers sk, Under thece cirewindances, Mr. Collins was requested
to continue his trips‘every other weel, and was assured that the payment,
by Congress, of @ pro rata compensi.tion, waitll e recommended. [t is
claimed by the contractors, and it is believed justly, that a pro rata cous-
pensation for these extra trip< in the winter season, will not fully indemnify
them ; and if the extra trips are perfoinmed, itis earnestly reccompended that
& pro rata compensation, with such addition, if any, as may be pecessary
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1o give to the contractors a fuir and liberal compensation for the extra ser-
vice, be authorized by Congress. The unrivalled qualities and speed of the
ships of this line, and tLe very satisfactory manner in which the service han
heen performed, establishing the superiority of American skill and enterprise
in the construction of ocean steamers and in occan stemn navigation, entitle
the proprietors of this line to the most favorable consideration, and 1 cannot
doubt that Congress will make the uppropriations recommended.

From the Auditor’s report, it uppears thar the ‘whole amount of postage,
including inland, sen, and loreign, on Jetters, &e. received and sent by the
different lines of United States mail steamers, during the last fiscal year,
was $367,591 52, as follows:

Line from New York to Liverpool, (Coliins)

205,841 71

Line from New York, via Southampton, to Bremen 94,508 03
Line from New York, vix Cowes, to Havre, (for nine months
only)ecececnnann el ceeeemeaaaan 34,110 74
Lines from New York and New Orleans, via Havana, Cha-
gres, and Panama, to California and Oregon: «---«veee-- 529,341 01

The postages aeccuing on letters carried by the lines from the Atlantie
citics to Calitorvia and Oregon wiltl be much diminished in consequence of
the reduction of postuge tnade by the act of 1851, and of the increased
number of Jetters sent by private expresses.  Upon the other lines a very
gonsiderable increase is confudently expected.

The attention of this department having been direeted to the subject of
postal communication between the United Ntates und Mexico, it has ascer-

- fained thut satisfactory propositions ean probably be obtained for a line of

mail steamers from New Orleaus, by way ot Tampico, to Vera Cruz,

The establishment of such a line would no doubt greatly facilitate and
increase the postal intercourse hetween the two countries, and in that re-
gard alone is worthy of the censideration of Conpress, But it would also, it

18 believed, be productive of great pelitical and commercial advantages;

woulil abate national antipathices and prejudices: promote and increase
triendly views and relations between the people of the two countrieg, and
unite more closely bygnutual benefits the two great tepublics of the'west-
ern hemisphere.  Fof the reasons thus briefly adverted to, T respectfully
advive that the establishment ol 4 line of mail steamers to Vera Cruz he
recominended to Congress.  An examination of the treasury tables of ex-
oty und iraports to and from Mexico for the Jast ten years will. it is be-
ieved, show the importance of such a line to the interests of the whole
country—espeeially to that larze portion of it situated on tie Mississippi
and its tributaries—and justifs deiraying from the treasury the expense of
its establishment.

Offers have becn made to (his department (o contract for mail service
from New York to Antwerp;

From New York, by Gibraltar, Museilies, and "Toulon, to Genoa

From New York to San Francisco, by the Nicuragua route, whichis now
in operution;

From New York to Galway, in [relund :

From Philadelphia to Havana :

b m New York, by St. Thomas, &¢., to Venezuela;
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From Philadelphia to Antwerp, and from New York to New Orleans by
ocean steamers, in connexion with a contemplated railroad service across
the State of Florida.

Believing that the future revenues of the department would prove insuffi-
cient to justify the employment of the service embraced in these offers,
most of the parflbs making them have been informed, in substance, that no
contract for the service would be made by this department, and that their
applications should be submitted to Congress. Some, if not all, of these
‘lines would be found exceedingly useful and advantageous, if the service
could be obtained at rates not disproportioned to the public benefits secured
by their establishment.

It is understood that the Belgian governmeat is ready to co-operate in
the speedy establishment and ruaintenance of the line to Antwerp. That
point is a favorable one tor the correspondence between this country and
the continent of Europe, and it is not doubted that the establishment of
such a line would be exceedingly advantageous to the two countries, not
only i respect to their postal intercourse, but also, in a much higher degree,
to their commercial interests. A hope is entertained that this subjeet will
be found tg descrve favorable consideration.

A copy of the proposition of Mr. Ambrose W. Thomp<on, in bebalf of
hiwself and his associates, for the establishinent of a line of mail steamers
briween New York and Galway, is berewith submitted.  This propgsition
was received on the 28th instant, too lute for deliberate consideration. It
wili be seen that Mr. Thompson proposes to cnter into contract to carry
the mail for ten ycars, in steamships readily convertible into war steamers,
;or 100,000 per annum for cach ship employed; er tn contract for such
service, and receive therefor only the pestages which shall arise from such
il matter o8 may be actually transmitted in the ships of the proposed line.
This departinent has, perhaps, no authcrity to make contracts ngmg to
such a line the postages accruing thercon ; and even if it has, thereis a
manifest propriety in submitting the watter to Congress.  There is much
reason to beﬁcve that such a line would lexsen the time now required for
the transwission of the 1nails hetween this country ard England and Ireland,
and other a.«l cogent reusons, not directly connected with its usefulness
for mail purposes, have been stiongly urged in favor of its establishmeng,
As thgse remsons will, without doubt, b soon proseated to Congress by
thos most familiar with the subjcct, I shall perhaps best prowote the ob-
et by simply recommending it to the early and tavorable consideration of
that body.

Application has also been made for the exteusion of the trips of the
steamers of the New York and Havre line to Bremnen.  The subject s yet
nnder advisement.

A, postal agreement with the Canadian Post Oifice Department has been
concluded, il the arrangoment tor which it provided is now in successful
operation. Under this arrangement the postage on a single letter from any
point in the United States to any point ip Canada is ten cents, or sixpence
of Cagada currcncy—except where the letter is to be transmitted over
3,000 miles from the boundary line at the point of crossing, when the single
rate of miceis fifteen cents—payable in cither country. A copy o:'uxu
agreement is hereto annexed.

Dt.&n agreem:‘l.ntﬁ':f a similar chkaracter has been made with th(e: Post Office
partment ew Brunswick, embracing in its provisions Cape Breton,
Nova Sostia, and Newfoundland., pre pe
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Looking to the eventual establishment of a mail line Letween California
apd China, via the Sandwich Islands, the postmaster of San Francisco was
some months since instructed to make wp and forward, by every convenjent
opportunity  all letters for those distant countries where the infand postage
to the San Francisco office was pre-paid.

Under a provision in the second section of the postage act of last session,
an order was made, by the advice and consent of the President, and went
into effect on the first of July last, establiching two cents as the rate to be
charged on ench newspaper (not passing through Great Britain) mailed in
the United States for or received from any foreign country, other than the
British North American provinees, and the West Coast of South Ameriva,
where different rates were found more applicable and different arrangements
were made. A rate of two cents for United States postage o1 newspapers
transmitted between the United States und Great ]himim%md been already
fixed by the existing postal treaty with that country. ‘This order was con-
sidered advisable, not only in view of the desired postal arrangements with
France, Prussia, and Belgium, but also of having, as far as practicable,
simple and uniforin rates of newspaper postage between the United States
and the States of Westarn Europe.

The postal couvention with Piusstz, which has for many months been

ready for signature, as som s a reduced rate of transit postage should be
consented to by the British government, is still unsigned, in cunsequence of
the failure of negotiations with Great Brituin tov the adoption of satisfactory
rates of transit postage on letters pas¥ing through that kingdomw to countries
beyond. For the sume reuson the negotiations with France for a simifar
tal arrangement have not been pressed go a final conclusion, und a pend-
« 1og proposul for a postal convention with Belginm, in connexion with a
roposition for the establishment of'a line of mail steamers to Antwerp, hus
Len postponed for fntnre consideration,

The renewed determination of Great Britain to insist upon a transit rate
on Yetters passing thibugrh England, which is deemed excessive, is a subject
of regret. By the postal treaty of Decembier, 1544, this government made
the most liberal coneessions. The terms of the treaty were highly faver-
able to (ireat Britain, but Lam constrained to sy that, in my judgment,
the Jiberad spirit then manifested by the United States has not been recipro-
eated. Vi treaty provided that the British ggovernment might send letters
in closed nails through the United Ntates, (mostly by the way of New
York or Bowan,) to their North Amesiean Provinees, at twelve and a half’
cens the ouncx, which was deemed vquivalent to only one-half the rute
then [mi‘l by owe own citizens on letters conveyed the same distanee.

This provision was eoneeded, although the fransit rates on letters passing
through Eugland ox theiv way frons or to this country, were left (tempo-
rarily, a5 wns then s&pposcd) to be deterained Ly the British post office,
except that they were 100 tieexees d the rates whieli that office then charged,
or should thervatter ehtowe, upen fetters from: British colonies or | os-
wssions, or forcizu COURLEINS, ]'-‘t\\il;'_( thronah Enslaml in hke manver; and
wlthough it was known it the ity woally charged (being different in
respect 1o letters adilressed No ditferent ceantries) averaged ubout thinty
cents the ounce.

1t was then  xpected thit this amangement in respect to the transit 1ates
of the two countries would he speedily supersede [ by one more in accerds
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ance with the views of mutual benefit and accommodation entertained by
this government ; and to that end the following provision was inserted in
the 12th article of the treaty : i

« But the two contracting parties agree to invite France to enter inte
communication with them, without loss of lime, in order to effect such
strangements for the conveyance of letters and newspapers and closed mails
through the territories of the United States, of the United Kingdom, and
of France, respectively, as may be most conducive to the interests of the
three countries.”

Negotiations between the three courtries on this subject were protracted
by the refusal of Great Britain to assent to an arrangement deemed fair and
reasonable, until France has at length cons:nted to a separate arrangement
with Great Britain, reducing the transit rate on letters passing through that
country from and to Franve from thirty to twenty-four cents the ouuce.

The same rate was insisted upon as the basis of an atrangement with this
country, but"was deemed excessive, and has not been asseuted to.

Our convention with Great Britain can e annulled by cither of the two
governments after one year’s notice to the other: and if satisfactory tramsit
rates be not soon agreed to, this government should seriously consider

- whether the notice provided for in the treaty shall not be given.

It is well known that vessels from foreign ports continually bring into
this country large numbers of letters which are uot delivered into the post
offices of the ports of arrival, as required by law. In steaers runuing on
the routes from New York and New Orleans to San Francisco, including
evem the mail steamers under contract with the Urited States, large nutabers
of letters are continually sent by express companies, and the authority now
vested in this department and its oflicers is insuflicient to prevent it. The
evil is one of such mngnimdv, and bears so heavily upon' the revenyes of
the department, that itis earnestly recommended that the Jaws applicable
to the subject be carefully revised.  Ttis suggested that it be made highly
penal for express companies, their_agents, or other persous, to carry letters
on these routes outside of the mails, and rhat it be made the especial duty
of all officers of the customs, and all special agents of the Post Otfice De-
partment, to examine on board vessels, on their arrival, all packnges whic’
they shall have good reason to helieve contain fetters, and to seize the same,
under such restrictions and with such direetions for their sul sequent dis-
posal as may be deemed expedient,  The master or other officer tn charge
of such vesse) should also be required to make an affidavit, before such
vessel should be permitted to break bulk or make entry in any port of the
United States, that he has, to the best of’ hix knowledge and belief, delive
ered or caused to be delivered to the post office at or nearest to such port,
all bags, packages, or parcels containing letters that were on bourd such
ship at the time of itearvival, except such etters as are exempted by law,
In view of the present low rites of postage, the great expense of maintaine
ing these lines of stoamers, the comparatively small amount of post
which will hereatter accrue from them, and the ease with which the present
laws are cvaded, prompt and decisive action is urgently recommernied.

The security of our mails requires that further provision should be made
10 punish as felons all persons Who shall <teal or obtain by false pretences,
or knowingly and unlawtully make, torge, or counterfeit any key suited to
uny lock which has been or shall be adopted by the Post Office Depart-
ment, for use, and which shall then be in use, on any of the mails '?n the
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United States; or who shall have in their possession any such mail key
with ths intent unlawfully cr im?mperly to use, sell, or otherwise dispose
of the same; or who, being employed it the manufacture of mail locks or
keys for the use of the department, whether as contractors or otherwise,
shall deliver any finished or unfinished mail key or mail lock, or the interior
paris ticreoi, to any person not duly authorized under the hand of the Post-
aaster General and the seal of the department to rcceive the same, unless
such person be eaguged in the manufacture thercot in the manner autho.-
ized by the contract for such wanufacture.

Most assuredly these locks and keys should be protected by provisions as
stringent and as highly penal os treasury notes or any other public secusity.
The stealing of mail locks should be pusisiied as 1elony, 1or reasons that
will readily occur. '

Great nurabers ol canvass mail bags sent out froma this city and the
larger oifices ave never retprped, and @ie wmproperly appropriated.  They
ure plainly maiked *¢ U, N, Maii,” so thiat no one caa be wistaken in regurd
to their purpose aud ownorship; vetitis believed that great numbers of
them have been improperly taken and kept for private use. By the acts
relating to the &my, heavy penaities have beea imposed for purchesing the
urms or uniforin clotking of an culisted soidier, and a similer penalty shouid
certainly be imposed upon those who unlawfully apprepriate the mail bugs
or pouches, mail focks, or other property of this deparunent.

The provisien of law which now authoizes postinasters to sell rewspas

rs not calied for, for the postage tiereon, should be extended to all classes
of printed matter; and it shouid be made the duty of all postuiasters to
sell all such dead printed matter, and 2ccount for the same under such reg-
ulations as the depurtiuent may preseiibe,

Plank roads, atfording the meaus of a uwre rapid and easy coramunic:-
tion between important points on existing mail routes, are eommeon in dit-
ferent portions of the ccuntry. It frequently occurs that no mail service
can be placed thereon Lecause they are not on the line of any establishied
post route. It is therefure suygesied that a law be passed authorizing con-
wacts for carrying the mail on all plank roads, and declaring that plank
roads on wkich the departmeut sball provide for carrving the mail shall,
while the il is so canied thereon, be deemed public post roufes. A sinie
ilar provision in relation to canals was adopted in 1836,

The iucreasiug abuses of the {ranking privilege render desirable some
further legisiation in respect thereto.  The feahking as public docuisents of
matiers which are not such; the distributing of franked envelopes to per-
sons not entitled to the feanking privilege; the franking as ¢ oflicial,” Jei-

rs which ere not such$ the use i the frank io cever innumerable cirei-
lars for the benciit of others tham the pacties who frank them, and the
frauking of leticis of other persons, are presented as somne of the existing
abuses. Al tiwse should, in my judiinent, be proLitited by severe penal-
ties, and a conviciion for such aa ciliuce should deprive the offender of hix

- franking privilege.  Itis also pivper that the attention of Congress should
be directed 12 thie fact that the peaaity of five hundred doilars, imposed by
existing law, is fuund to be insuflicient to prevent the counterfeiting of
Pr:nks, either with or without the essent of the person whose frank is coun-
terfcited.

Autlurity should be given to the departmert to increase the compeuss-

tion of its spucial ageits in Califorzia and QOregon, to an amount tore
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b&tﬂ’omi snding with the general high prices of those sections. These
agentd, lctinm po?nts remo(egf(;om the gen(ral organization of the depart-
thent, must necessarily be invested with a large djscretion, and implioitly
relied upon for the information on which the action of the department in
respect (o those portions of the country must be based. The highest dale-

ties now authorized to be paid are entirely Inadequate, and to secure the -

services of competent men, assurances have been given that autbority to pay
a higher compensation for past as well as future serviceg would be asked for:
“The early passage of an act authorizing the Postruaster General to aliow
them a just compensation for their past services, and adequate salaries for
the future, is earnestly and urgently recommended.

The Postmaster General should also he empowered to authorize the.

special agents in California and Oregon, respective., to receive, open, and
decide upon proposals for mail service, and, in the presence and with the ard
of such postuaster as the department shall designate, to open the dead let-
ters accumnlated from time to time within their districts, to destroy those
found te be of no value, and to return to the department those containi
valuables, under such regulations and Tnstructions as wmay be deeme
reper.

d n extension of the building occupied by this department, for the better
accom: dation of its several bureaus, the Auditor’s oflice, and the city post
office, was recommenided in my last annual report.  ‘The reasons then urged
for such extension are constantly acquiring additional force.  “The rooms of
the post office building, now nnreasonably crowded, will soon be entirely in-
sufficient for the accomimodation ol the business of this department and of the
Auditor’s office.  Indeed, it is now, and d uring the last year has been, found
necessary to occupy several rooms over the city post office, where the pa-
pers of the Auditor’s office are exposed to loss by fire and other causes,

Tge quantities, too, of important papers, ave from necessity packed in the
hells and in the basement or ccllar of the main building, where they are
exposed to mildew and giadual destruction. ‘Lhey should not be so ex-
posed ; for the loss of the papers of the department, and vxyecielly of the
Auditor, would be a public calamity, and would be irreparable. I respect-
fully ask that it be earnestly and urgently recommended to Congress to
take iwmediate and effectual measires for the extension of the west wing of
the present post office building, or for the erection of its north front, as
originaily contemplated.

he accommodations for the post office of this city are entirely unsuitable
and insufficient,  Situated at the seat of the national government, and ap-
propriated chiefly to the correspondence of its various departmens, it is
continually visited by the representatives of foreign governments and
strangers {rom every part of the workl, Jts present condition is not only
\msnl%:’ but decidedly discreditable to this departsaent and the country.
Some improvemnts wade during the last fiscal year have adorded partiul
and temporary relief from the evils before experienced for want of roon ;
but other arrangemants of a ereditable und permanent charscter should soon
be made.

In my last annual report §also recommended that the Jaws for the govern-
went of the departt.e- wind ity officers, whivh are numerous and complicated,
have been enacted ot ditlerent periods, wnd contain wany obsolete and cone
flicting provisions, hould e revised.  An entire revision of these laws, and
the parenge of a single act containing all the provisions of law relating to

1
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this department and its officers, would give greater efficiency to its opera-
tions. Such a revision is again respeetfully recommended.

I again renew the recommendation that the assistant Postmasters General
be placed upon the same footing in respect to salury as the heads of bureaus
in other departments. I cannot but regard the invidious discrimination now
made between these officers—whose duties certainly require equal capacity,
and whose labors arc admitted to exceed those of officers of like grade 1n
other departments—as incongruous, and detrimental to the interests.of the
department.

e increased -business cf this department, ccnsequent upon the rapid
growth of the country and the extension of its correspondence, made it ne-
cessary in 1546 to assign to the chief clerk of the department the duties a
propriate to the head ot a bureau. These duties have since been greatly
increased, and it is submitted that he should have thé official designation
and salary corresponding with his duties. ‘To bestow themn now would be
to render but justice to an able and faithful officer, who has served the de-
partment leng and well.

The foreign desk of the department has become one of great importance,
requiring more than ordinary capacity and labor for the discharge of its
duties. 1t is respectfully suggested that authority should be given to in-
crease the compensation of the officer performing thein to that of a principal
clerk, by adding $200 to his present salary. ’

The annexed reports trom my first and third assistauts will present use-
ful and interesting details of the business of their respective bureaus, as well
as show the nevessity for a similar increase of the clerical force of the de-

rtment. Believing that such increase is required for the despatch of the
rusiness of the department, with promptness and accuracy, I recomisend
the increase which these reports suggest. |

In conclusion, I desire again to acknowledge my obgations to the As-
sistant Postmasters General, and the clerks of the department, for the zeal
and usidnitly manifested by them in the discharge of their laborious duties,
and especially for the cheerful willingness with which many of them bave,
when nécessary for the despatch of the businessof the ‘epartment, labored
beyond the usual office hours, and in the discharge of du ‘es not pertaining
to the desks to which thev had been assigned. '

: N. k. HALL,

Postanaster General.
To the PresipENT.
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N Mode not specified. | {a coach. In steambount. By railroad.
i
- ';' 1 H o ° - ot T
| Milee Miles. | Dollavs. | Milee. Dollare, Alile-. Dollars. Miles. . Dollars.
O TR AU 5,005 2,030 0TI, LG I8 o
Misnony 1 X 3,103 7,127 420,280 |,
Minnesot X 55 250 660
Kentueky., .. 1,708 17,924 174,500
Tennessee ., 1,042 42,666 8,000 |,
Alabama... 1,30 67,558 12,22
Misvisnippi 908 33,014 12,415
Arkansas 391 18,882 19,
Louisia L 18, 666 139,105
Texas a9 38,854 32,000
Total, oo v i e 48,771 1,025,874 408,492
California....... dt et 0, 495 21,000
Oregon Territory. .. 7,438 10,000 .
Route and local agent DR R S (T B
Forcignmails, o oovinin v iin o, . [ ;It\,..u 100,000 i
POTRHUNEES KAN !JA.- 983,620 43,059 1,047,158 | 21,732 | 854,808 i 8,235 | ; 083,019

* This embraces the stermboat serviee from St. Lonis (o New Orleans.
i Thiy erabraces the steainboxrt service from Louisyille to Cincinnati and frem Louisville ta New Orleans.

v
+

3
©

This includes the route from New Orleans to Mobile.

This i3 for scrvice from Panama to Chagres pertormed by the New Grenadian g»ummn: under treaty, at a stipniated peice per trip, according
HERSRPY s:u..d FI8,007, i the amount pald the last flacal year.

weight of the nnail. and ¢ Lich varivg froi yvar to year.

P TR L et e R b, o e SO
A-—Continued.
— g .. T
- ll Total annual Totul annual annual Total aunnai Total anmual
P ATIER transportation  transportation hy rtation by | transportation by ' transportatiomn
STATES, hy mode not courch, steanihoat, railrond.,
* 'np«:cil!vd.
Miles, Miles. l\lg;‘- .
Maine ,...... i 177 pow 5 .6, .w
ew Hagpshi W44 212, 160 760,1
g’;l;nller:::..‘,?',n als. 240 , ‘IMJ":JR
Marsachusetts 467,688 d 3:2,_]“
Rhode Ida “u'l N2 1 (_)5‘.,34_3
Conneeticut [P R 88,0 720 : b
New Yol SRS 2, 806, 575 7. deg, 120
New Jo 483, 418 { J!.-l;
Pemsylvunia . 1,848,870 W lﬂ,P:{ :
Delawaie,. . y 0, 04 l)fl.&'?
Marn 43,189 1,350, 1;;
Ohio,. . 1,208,776 . ﬁ g;:,{'.u
v lrglnl.i wessas aas |1 B ;, .M‘_l“
Notth Carolina. .. 246, [0 : b ;q";;"
South Carolina, ATH 19 Vo 30, #m ,:.3,’““
Leorgin,. 709,082 i I’n,Mt 0/9.1»’_}. 1,758, "
206, 418 0, .v.!) 7, 146 399,?.{
K41, 165 04,720 1,381,311
1,018,504 1,760,844
2, 156 2,724,058
210,856 010, GIR
103, 24 ‘ l_o, 736
95, 4600 2,362, 268
2 , B ?'0 e
v.,0. .':,0:12,:'}%
2, T4 rerars viees! I.-‘N.n!i
. . a3, 4 o, 814 . 1,708,474
Miceolpples L e e iainn e T ETEX A N [T

i

{

i
{
I

Total

anwmat

rate of cout.
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A—~Continual

O ; i e : PO e

Tolat ammal Totalanonal | Total annual Total annaal T tal anmual Totsl annual
ATAFES tran«postation | transpertation ¥ ‘trunapnrumun Ly ! transportation by | ftrausportathn. o rete of crets

o by wide net ¢ mch. P stewnboat. 1ailroad. :

rpecified. i !

i
o Mite. L Miles. Mits. | Aites. Dellars.
Atkapww e TR . 121,082 ceeanan 049, 566 68,3™
Louistun, o 141,040 1,248 791,060 84,7083
£ T . X ‘ﬂt‘.’.‘(,h Cereireaeees . 1,110,280 128,214
T ] P P R PRU G 5, U806, U2 ®, 508,707 62,704,278 38,271,566
i

L T . 162,040 587,478 180, 240
Oregeon Territory., ... 50,408 i 19, 963
Mot and Lt ngenun A0 AT LIRSERZOTA] L Lo e e et reae ta e e e e e sttt 145,81
Froelan uinilhes eeonsennn e 108,472 | 418,987
e Vw, KRt ) i 4,013,598

P O ter T iimwear, Novraber 24, 1001

N,

-

K. HALL, F'uctmasior Gonond.
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Statement of the number of post offices and length of rouds in (he
United States, the annual amount paid for mail tmnf;“mnlubn, and of

receipts and expenditurce of the

Jive years from 1TH0 to 1330, inclusive.

1

Years. !

t
MWL
M
™., .. g
W0, |
80, ..., . PR *
beld, o i
WD '
W, “
1840 i
L (RN PR .i

‘umber of pust i

-

reads,

offiovs.
Taongth of pos

HA ‘ 1,875
4, 18,27
TRt

1,558 : $1,076
2, 500 { it

8,000 ' 42, TR

Lo T e

|
TR TREE
B 450 | 115,178

AU 1L,

S U S

ost Officc Department at pervods of

o e
t
‘ ég | §
53 | ¢ v g
o Fi
3" i g ! 1
= ' = | -
22,081 00 i $LWE W, S W
PTh.50 W i 160,000 W | 117, 0D
LN RN UTR T TR T T R R T
s ! v
s 680 00 1 420,378 w0 b 837,887 OO

HEOR LR T] l
87,770 00 |

120

|

65,604 i)

a0

1,000,150

o)

0
!

1,538, 222

Fouss rgor Draeseys, Novewmler SR, 135).

Hol, G8d vh)
1
1,088,008 V0 |

1
LI, 020 v L1, e

405, W8 W

EARFIN ]

18,525 00 | 3,220,008 (0
1., 109 00
2,65, 108 %

i
1,919,300 00 |
3,152,376 06 |

¢

J. MAKRON,

TNt lagistane Fostmaster tJoneral.




[

Ntatem wt ! the raoder of pasi efficen, the length of mail routes. and extent of mail transportation. in the United Wales, and
of the amount of receipte and crpenditures of the Post Office Diepartment, under appropriate heads, i cock year, from

R4 to K51, inclusive.

) |
| ' Ananual traneportation., ' * Recaoipte. Expenditures.
Year{No. of L T . . . B -
t post 1 of post . i ' i [ - Do ; '
pflicee, roadr, Raflroad Otharmodes.  Letter  Newspapers) All other ¢ Total.  [Paidfortrans. Compensa- ' All other | Totad.
and ata.uu-i of convey-  pastage. . und pamph-l reecipts, ! portation. - tion to post. | vxpeuss. |
boat. | Anec. o etk wastery, '[

Miles.

Miles,
1 5 2,880,063, 52,4K1.7

1441 155,026 544,450, 51,0500

e 5 UIRY 4,420,2620 30,411,720
Ind 142 5,602,102 29,500,408 3,

|7 ] NT. 5,747,355 29,662,260! 3,67

| LI HEA0, 6,484,592 20140677 3,650,231 3K ROK,T65 22

| LY TH 19,678 T7R1LEIR 29.616,670.2 7 2L $.
[N PABAFIN ROSSU22 BOK0207T 242,160 B9 YT
Ll WOIGMON  BT13,200 32,200,370 THT 354 85|
NG W 167,000 BIMAI63. :3,0¢ 819016 20

300,840 ¢4, 10,485 w4

WKl | iR 11T 17N :
35,844,061 5,860,242 76 1 033,130 m-{

f LY B FUA R RN T2

o Lneleding €2100.207% 28 reecived for letter postages of the government.

& Incuding $1 V5 44 received for lettee postagtes of the goveianent,

e Inchading $35.611 22 of British postages.

# Livtuding $147.063 82 of British postag-s.

o Incinding $5%,02 41 of British postages.

¢ Tuctuding $22.080 81 reecived for newspaper and pasaphlet postages
@ the goveranent,

e Iucluding $20.882 59 received for newspaper and pamphlet posiages
of the goy mment.

Luer Unvece Drramrxine, Neroz ber 28, ING1.

so | Dole. Y ets. Dols. & cun.
o
S AG03,966 20, 5,029,406 65) 4,192,106 06

V170,815 207 4,489,811 8ol
'.

Dols.&ets. Dols. § etr. ) Dols
45165 20 4,543,521 921 3,213,042 61" 1,029,447 0O 475,
SRT42 200 4,407,726 27) 3,024,813 U1, 1.041,2749 22 443
1041,630 15 #11
995,009 67, 897 231

Setra Dola & rtv.

518 4,718,245 ¢4
K 4,109,627 6l
4,574,708 T4
4.474,752 71

14,646 50; 4,206,225 45
11,182 47" 4,287,287 &3

2,182,512 47,
2,912,046 78!
2,808,630 44
4,089,089 97, 2,507 454 68
4,018,447 14; 2,476,455 68
4,181,077 86! 2,545,282 12
4705176 28| 2077 407 71 20 by 4,470,049 18
5,490,081 86 2,966,786 86' 1,519,378 181 647 500 KK 5,012,808 48
6,110,604 83| 8,538,063 54' 1,781,686 345 038,601 HOj/6,278,401 66
| ! ! !

A& Tncluding $ 182,06,
September ¢, 1841,

s Including $160,000 drawn from the trcysury under the 21st sectlon of
the act of March 3, 1845,

J Including $600,000 drawn trom the treasury uuder the 2t soetiva ot
the act of March 8, 1R46.

& Including $125,000 druwn from the treasury under the 2d soctiou of
tho act of June 19, 1844,

{ Including $208,235 40 paid for Britlsh postages.

J. MARROUN, Third Assistant Postmasser Gentral.

H88,230 20 806,385 T2 4,200,612 70
1,033,112 08! 388,089 45! 4,420,741 0
1,042,070 74} 444,708 02
1,060,222 434

07
20 12
H3.438 W0
BH07 16
4845 06
6,250 68

4,084,332 42
ROT 28 8071073 12
o 4,508 N60 27

drawn from the treasury-undor the act approved

3

¥ ON oq




Doec. No. & 449

Arprror’s Orrice or THE Trrascay,
for the Post Office Departmen!, November 17, 1851
Sm: 1 bave the hooor to submit 1he follun ing report for the last fiscal yenr:
The balance appearing on the books of this office to the credit of the Post
Office Department, on the 1+t day of July, 1850, was  #893,073 11
The receipts for the fiscal year, from al] sources, were 6410604 33

7,303,682 4
The expenditures were—
Payments-«---covvnniiineaial. 8,278,101 65
Charged to bad debts -ececcecrcccnnnns 137 61
Suspense accounts.--ceceeccaiaan 170 49

6,278,709 71

Appurent balance to the credit of the revenue, July 1,1831 1,024,972 73
Kn balance includes debts yet due from late postinasters
and others, on balances outstanding for many years,
and irrecoverable. In my last report, the amnount of loss
to the revenue from this source was estimated as equal
to the entire indebtedness of the late postinasters who
went out of office prior to the Ist day of July, 1845,
amounting to the sum of §243,912 =0, dlthnugh there
has been collected of this sum 814, 396 77 within the
last fiscal year ; vet as the losses on other accounts will
g::obahlv ual, if not exceed all that has been or can

collecte thc deduction from the apparent balance
standing to the credit of the revenue is again estimated
at the same amount, with a view of zpproximating as

closelv as pos<ible to the available bajances-cca--..-. 435,912 80
Estimated available balance«cc--ccviccaaac i . 779,050 93

To this may be added the appropnaticns authoxwml
under 12th section of the act of 3d of March, 1847, viz:
From 34 March, 1517 to 30th June, I®I1- -%66 533 0
Also appropriatiun under Sth section of act

of 3d of March, 1%51, viz:

From 3d March, 15 51, to 30th June, 1851 ---163,954 90
Also appropriation for  Census” m.nls,
under 17th section of act of Z3d ef

May, I850-----cc-vunmnnnnianann 12,000 00

' — 1,041,411 44

e ———— a—————

Leaving to the credit of the department ou the lst of
July, 1851, the sumof---------ccccevcceciaacann. 1 820.501

— . ceme

The postal accounts with Great Britain, according to the books of this
office, show the following results for the severa) quarters of the fiscal year:

Balance due Great Britain—

Qurter endmg 30th September, 1830-----c--cccocecan.. 825,160 77
31st December, *¢ ---cccvccccncac.... 19,416 18
“ « 30th June, 1851-----cceocniceenncen seeee 14,082 39
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Due United States, quarter ending 31st March, 1851--.---- #4532 88
Balance due Great Britain for the fiscal year------.cccece 58,626 44

The official account fur the quarter ending 30th June, 1851, has not been
received fromm London, and of course is not yet adjusted.

In the adjustment of the postal accounts ﬁetween the United States and
Germany for the last fiscal year, the balance found due the United States
was 814,196 45. This sum has been paid by Bremen to the United States.

Transatlantic postages, as reported by the postmasters of New York and
Bostow for the fiscal year:

Cunard ling-vcccececccccecceccnccne- veeeo----eee-- R336,037 61
Collipsevevovcerommecane it iceencncincnccecanes 205,841 71
Bremen---ceecccecceneac., R RE TR qeccerreceeen- 914,598 03
Havreeeerrooeormeomcncniiiiiiiercnanaeaa... - 98,110 4

874,588 09

of which was collected in the United States and returned as
dead Jettery---ecococioccacerenaienaaicieecan.n. £530,992 92

Mails received and sent between the United States and British provinces,
under the present postal arrangement, to 3Uth September, 1351, as returned
by the several postmasters, are as follows:

Postages on unpaid letters, &e., received from
Canada, &c.-v--ceveaccacacenaen- vemeeene £9,696 98

Postages on paid letters, &c. sent io Canada, &c.- 9,953 30

Collected in the United Stateseececeececnoceacncconenn. 219,650 38
Postages on unpaid letters &c. sent to Canada, &c. 10,189 01
Postages on paid letters, &c. received from Can-

ada, BCicocreeccncnaiiiiaacicncnniecnnnn, 8,459 62
Collected in Canada-------ccev-.... ceceimeccesoateaaan 14,048 63
Balance in, favor of the United States--------scocceecnnn. ' 701 65

The postages on the New York and Chagres line for the fiscal year, as

re rtesol:yaﬁ: pestmasters, are as follows: : ’
tils Mentomccocce it cini - 8262,020 72

Mailsreceived---ccccvciemniracrieconicenecencanann.. 267,320 32

329,341 01

—————— ——

Number of letters, 1,333,667
Since the 1st July, under the operation of the wmew postage law, the

results are:
July, 108,765 letters ; mails sent and received, $30,318 60

August, 121,286 oo .. 17,686 66
September, 118,934 T g 12,854 81
Octobe, 99,134 - g 11,217 87

72,077 94

L - — —= =}



Coniractors’ accounts.

The average number of accounts of contractors settled vach quarter
during the last fiscal year, was—

On lar routes---ececsenscaccces cocccecaannconne ceveaann 4,009
Ou :;‘u;cial TOULES -~ =ovece-ncctecccsccccnanane ceasecaaiieans 2,100
Total--ccemcmmncncieenaanns ceccecencanan.an ..6,472

: s

The whole amount passed to the credit of coatractors and others fur tha
transportation of the mails was 83,570,635 12. .
The following sums were charged to contructors during the year---

For over-credits, damages, &c.-~c-o-vemeeccrenaoanan. . 5&51,1’{2 2
For fines----cccccecoaamancccaiccccccccccanc-- ‘eeeeee 8,337 2
For deductions------- memaaen cemeecccaaca-s caseremna-. 25,747 G2

The arount actually peid for trarsportation during the year, was
83,538,063 5 ;
Of which there was paid for the supply of special offices--- #106,820 48
For foreign mail transportation, viz:

New York to Bremen: c2eca--. erecsscaccncscans cee-e- 166,416 68
New Yorkand Havreeececcoccccccencnneas secaces ceeas 73,550 00
Charleston and Havre----- eccacemvencenaan cescecvaann 50,000 00
Across the Isthmus of Panama, under trcaty with New
Grenada----eececccecinccccaccsccaccaanaccas cee- 7318 S6
Liabilities of foimer vears for transportation-- «as.<---.- 104,005 34

DPostmacters’ accounts.

The number of post offices in the United States on the JUth June last,
was 19,521,

The number of quarterly accounts-current of postmastcrs examined and
adjusted in this office during the fiscal year, was 78,517.

esiles the quarterly account-current, this office keeps with each office
general accounts showing the quarterly balances and the payments, and all
other iteins of debit and credit not belonging appropriately to the quarterly
account. A shnilar account is also kept by the postmasters réspectively.
The discrepancies which are found to. exist between these accounts often
lead to much correspondence, and sometimes terminate in litigations. To
remedy these inconveniences, and to give postmasters no cause for withhold-
ing the balances in their hands, it is intended to call upon them at regular
periods for their general accounts, for comparison and adjustinent with the
accounts kept in this office.

During the last fiscal year, 759 of' these accounts have been received,
compared and adjusted satistactorily, but for want of clerical force the pro-
gress in this branch of the business has been slow. The number of com-
mission accounts of postmasters, received in conformity with the regulations
of the department. and the forty-first section of the act of Congress of
March 3d, 1825, was 109.

The surplus commissions at thirty-three offices for the fiscal year amount
to 899,513 68. At the remaining offices therc was no surplus.

The balances due by postmasters on the settlement of their quarterly ac-

counts-current, during the year, amount in the aggregate to the sum of
4,035,915 30.
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'
Collection of Post Office revenue.

The number of postmasters whose quarterly balances are collected
the contractors, wns, at the close of the year, 1-1,927. Of this
number 193 failed to pay over the t-alances at the proper time.

One hundred and fifty-nine paid in the ensuing quarters, after having been
furnished from this office with copies ot their general accounts, with direc-
tions to include the balance due thereon in their next payments.

In most of these cases the failures were owing to sickness, temporary
absence, and other like causes.

In thirty-four cases, payment was enforced by collection draits.

The whole amount collected by contractors on the collection orders sent

from this office was $1,116,629 2
Amount collected on 34 drafts 1,886 33

Nine thousand eight hundred and fity-four (Y,534) accounts of late post-
masters have been acted upon during the year.
“In the general term “late postmasters’ are included not only those who
:.o::l gone out of office, but such as have been re-appointed or given new
'Y
The balance on accounts of late postmasters who went out of office or
whose accounts terminated between the Ist July, 1545, and 30th June,
1850, unsettled on 1st July, 1850, amounted to 35,374 W0
Increased by estimates since added---«-- --eeooieeanaa.n 2420 T4

35,199 74
‘Collected during the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1831 ¢

WithOut SUit- e =eeveevmeenasasamuacecaaann. RIRING 48
With SUit- == eeeeeeenarectenenuerancann. 1,901 26
Credite! on voucherseeecememaanacaeeaanan.. 1.271 06
Charged to suspense- -=ee-eemeemececnecnnn.. 6556 98 -
Charged to bad debts---vceeennenaaanianeas 134 84
, ) ——— 22240 82
Leaving unsettled Lst July, 1850 <2enennernnnnannns 15950 12
Due by postmasters who became “latc®® during the fiscal year
endmg] 30th June, 1851ce e cueeerncaameionanenionn 8326743 49
Collected within the year-ceeeceeeerean.ne €193,039 7
ghndiud ............................... 100,018 77
] O SUSPENSE et asaeean ateiaananns 104 89
Cburrg:(} 10 bad debtgercoonscoranconsnnnns S 42
—— 203,171 97
Balance uncollected 30th June, 1881 --ceeanene.... 1}_3_,_71_}32
»

LT AN I s 4 R N 2 T
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A te indebledness by “Iate’ postmastersfrom 1st July
5 to 30th June, 18304 --.-. -« tetearcetoianacs P SR
From 1st July, 1350, to 30th June, 1%51 ---------------- 326,743 490

Total for settlement from Ist July, 1950, to 30th June, 1351 164,43 R

Collected and settled during the fiscul year:
On the accounts previous to Iﬁhh Juoe, 1350. - &£2,240 63
u“ “ ending 30th Juze, 1851.-... 293,171 87
e — 315,412 49
Leaving yet due the United States on accounts from 1st July,
1345, to 50th June, 1831, by postimasters who became
“late’’ during that period, excepting late postmasters in

Californiacssccerecemesecaaiaiaaeat e iiionnian 49,530 71
Balances due on accounts of lrte postmesters, for vear end-
ing June 30, 186--ceceie aiiaiaaalil 3,212 18
Ending June 30, 1347 543 84
“ “ o 1848 1.190 49
“ w1849 5'233 40
“ “« ¢« 1850 <o 5174 18
“ LTI | ) B T 33,571 62

Total exclusive of California----ceoeneeeanenn. 49,530 74

Balances due to late postmasters for six years, commencing
Jul{ 1, 18495, and ending Junie 30, 1831 cceecinannnes 853,655 42
Of which there has been paid or settledac--eeeeeenionnen 7,80¢ 02

Leaving yet open for adjustmentsesse-coeaeiooann,

'The apparent balances due on the  counts of Inte postmasters in Cali=
fornia, amount to 8135,797 44.

.

These balances are subject to eredits for expenses not yet audited, which
may reduce the amounts nearly one-half. It is probable some of them will
be ultimately lost, owing to the unsettled condition of the country at the
period during which they acerued.

. . Sixty suits were brought within the year against late post-

masters, for collection of balances, amounting to-«.--«.-

5147 30

In twenty-nine of whic', coilections have been made, amount-

inf 0 e cnicentenrcitaeasnicsocencctcnncncsans 81’360 32
In forty-two suits brought prior to Ist July, 1831, the

amount collected during the fiscal year wasee.e.voeenes 15,037 71
Collected by suitesscenecneee.. sesnceen secenennoeaan 16,388 03

Of this sum there was collected on judgments for old bal-

ances, which accrued prior to 1st July, 1845 <0 cccenaca. 14,308.77.
h——______.

|
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The collections from late postmasters during the ycar have beeu very
successful. The rogular quarterly supervision of present postmasters’ ac-

counts has been punctually kept up, the balances carefully attended to, and
the settlements in all cases strictly enforced.

Failing Bidders.

The eggregate charged against failing bidders during the _
year, in pursuance of the twenty-seventh section of the

o‘post office Jaw of 1836, amounts to- e« <cseecenccacccan $84,762 38
which there has been collected by drift----.. 8340 00

By deduction from pay of contractors, by agree-

TUBNte e s cesoceccoonancancasnarnccananasn 616 13

O 956 13
= w3

Six cu'te have been broaght to enforce payment.
Amourt collected within the ycar on old balances due from )

CORLRCLOrS, &C-n-e acmoceacanans tesmaneaans coem 8331 &0
At -ollected from contractors whose accounts termine-

tud sinee st July, 1850-c-cvnenineaainnnann.. PP 518 31
Whole amount collected from contractorsecsc-ceevesacass ) 11!02 91

Balances due from postmasters and all others, on the 1st day of July,
50 «

Present POSIMAKLErS - <asmennecnen soaanaecnennnes aesee R3M023 WO
Late do.  eevee- [N teesseasccasnana 318,779 11
Marshals, attorneys, &c - . 104,119 21

Late contractorssss-esssccsn. 143,152 46

‘A large proportion of the balances due by late postmasters, warshals, con-
tractors, &c., are considered irrecovernble. Most of them have been out-
standing for many years, and all.efforts for their eollection have hitherto
rroved fruitless. :

The current business of the office has increased rapidly during; the fiscal
year. It is estimated that the number of additional accounts occasioned by
the extension of the operations of the departinent, exceeds three thousand.

The number of accounts acted upon during the year is as follows:

Postmasters' quarterly returnseeeeeeecereraeenanaacane. 78,517 00
Contractors’ ACCOUNtSsecevasecsccsscanasecccareannens 16,288 00
Special contractors’ accounts, quarterly returngs«eeeeeen-e 0,856 00
Route sgents’ accounts- - -- - -+ teeeseteannnrasemannneas 129 00
Commisnion aCCOUNtsssesenererseramercontencanccnnns 436 00
Generdl ACCOUNtSeeaccsscatcoacsccicancsnsncsasanans 95 00
Late postmasters’ accounts--ceeeeeaes 9,864 00

Misoe{lnneous accountseceeeveese e

.This increase of business, together with the additional labor thrown upon
the ofice by the operation of the new postage law, calls for an immediate
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mmbdon of its clerical force. The quarterly returns bave become so
voluminous, and the newspaper postage so complicated, that more tima is

ired for the careful and proper examination of the accounts than can be
possibly bestowed by the clerks now employed upon them.

With the increase of business the office needs more room. The necessity
for immediate reliet in this res&ect is begioning to be severely felt. The
portion of the General Post Otfice building occupied by this office being
uncomfortably crowded, not only with respect to the arrangement of the
‘clerical force, but also in the conveniences for filing away the papers and
vouchers, it bas been found necessary to occupy a part of the adjoini
building, over the city post office, which is not only unoomfortabie'::ﬁ
inconvenient, but altogether unsafe. '

Annexed is a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the Post
Office Department for the fiscal year ending 30th of June, 1851.

Respectfully submitted : :
J. W. FARRELLY, .fudor.

Hoa. N. K. HaLr,
% Postmaster General.



receipts and erpenditure of the Pest Office Department, umier their several Aeads, for the fiacal year end-

ing June 30, 1851.

RECEIPTS.
— - - - l —
Sd quarter 1500, | §th quarter 1830, | 18t quarter 1851. “Mqum 1851, llumph om’t,
[P R - . . !
f
m. teisrenniarsanessoarananener.asans] *$1,802,111 30 | *$1,265,129 831 §1, 415 2¢ M "'tl 397,- 726  $5,279,80%
Shamps 00k, oeueriina... . 21,173 59 24, 6% 17 5,998 69 | 872 01 69,440
l’w and punphleh.. V40,384 45 248,566 58 568 60 ; .6 ,6.19 86 1,085,190 89
PIO0s. ....oicvieiieniiiinien erreane < 17 50 85 5 00
Miscellancous receipts.. ..o ... 747 38 1,640 98 4,120 58
Reoceipts on account « dead lettors . 1,875 16 vieseses 1,878 16
Reveipte on account damages from hllln; contractons.. . . 300 00 340 00
Total..oveanennnns tieeveeeriineenens 1,468,959 481 1,680,004 60 1,725,897 74 i 1,682,215 51 l 6,410,004 38

* The lbllw{n; nmu. sacertained to have accrned from Bri
for each quarter, as f8llows

"’h gosssge, and due to the Unitnd Kingdow, are included in the items of lesrar postage

Thlrdqulmrlm.......... ............... P SR 559 (7 g
tvuihqwtcrlm...... 19,9]6 18
HMBKINE. « ot e eeeeeeeeeeerner taeeen it esnnesennaeeseesreeenanns 4..,0.693

F3
The seoount of the Judted Knngln- for the 1st quarter 1851

account of British

Q‘d, 914,000, which is Includ. in the letter poutage.

R3

=

:(, M eetsation m;unnnml-h.,... ..... .

e SLip. stennboat, and w ay letrers, PN
1n-|~|mr: tion

r-“ ray »pmg Paner

mlbmm turmmrn..
Advertising ... ..
Mail ln F R

Mail Tocke, key, and b m.lu e
Mail depredations and speci;

Clerks far oftiees

MiseeHmenus payments., ..
Miscellineons pastients ae
Miscellineans paymenis- |m-u|mm on exchange
Repaviment of v dow I ter money L

Post Ottice Laws, List, ae. .. ..

Postage 1 RN Cerreraa,

Maps of jost rantes, L
Toral

Exeeswof receipts oy expenditures, SU32202 65,

These sums aee in ol PAymeut of the aseertaingd balanee
Balanee due to June 50, 1831,
AL preminm on didiecee o oy

AINING oM Bovrivdy post oo, and due to the
seeceece BIB2,6T3 04 Balanee due to De

has been adjused, and exhibits & balance in favor of theUnltedsumofw 8.

for this quarter (24, 1851,) bas not been uﬁuued 18 is evtremasnd that there will be due to the Unsited m.

R RSN TR

STATEMENT —Continued,

EXPENDITUREN,

quarter 1830, 4th quarter 1850, [ 1 quarter 1851,

S119, 852
10,?74

$1, 7RI 68y ¢
34,981 5
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Post Orrick DEPARTMENT,
Finance Office, November 28, 1551.

Sir : I have the honor to submit, in compliance with your request, a re-
port, in brief, of such of the business operations of this division of the
department as ay be deemed of general interest.

he moneys of the Post Office Department available for its current ex-
penditures are kept by three classes of officers, who are charged with that
duty by law, or by regulation of the Postinaster General :

I. lgy the Treasurer of the linited States at Washington, and the assist-
ant treasurers at Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Charleston, New Or-
leans and Saint Louis.

2. By the postmasters al the following offices, which have been designa-
ted as depesitories of the department, viz: Bangor and Pertland, Maine ;
Worcester, Massachusetts ; Providence, Rhode Fsland ; Hartford and New
Haven, Connecticut ; Albany, Batavia, Buffalo, Geneva, Rochester, Syra-
cuse, and Utica, New York ; Harrisburg, Pittsburg, and Uniontown, Penn-
sylvania; Baltimore, Maryland; Richmond and Wheeling, Virginia;
Savannah, Georgia; Mobile, Alab:una; Nashville, Tenneszee; Lexington
and Louisville, Ecntucky; Cincinnati, Cleveland, and Columbus, Ohio;
and Detroit, Michigan.

3. By 1,596 postmasters in the several States and Territories, whose offi-
ces are designated *¢ draft offices,” because the incumbents are instructed to
retain their funds in hand till drawn for by the Postinaster General.

The officers of the first and second classes receive on deposite the quar-
terly balances due by 1,161 postmasters in their respective vicinities. They
also receive under the separate direction of this office, or of the Auditor, as
the case may require, deposites from the United States marshals and dis-
trict attorneys; from late postmasters and countractors; from the special

ts of the department, and from any other persons having funds to pay
over to the General Post Office.

The third class keep the funds acceruing at their respective offices, with
such other moneys as nay be transferred to them by authority of the Post-
master General, or which may be by them collected under the direction of
the Auditor, each postmaster reporting quarterly to this office the net amount
received during the quarter from postages and other sources, and held sub-
ject to draft.

This office is charged by the Postuaster General with the transfer and
disbursement of the funds of the department, and it therefore keeps sum-
mary cash accounts with the Treasurer and assistant treasurers of the Uni-
ted States, seven in number; with the 1,59 ¢ draft offices,” and with
1,164 depositing offices ; giving full employment daily to four diligent and
competent clerks. .

The amount of funds pail directly into the treasury for the service of the
Post Office Department, during the last fiscal year, is shown by the follow-
ing statewent :
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]
To the Treasitrer of the United States, Washington, ..o oo, cad! 423,132 48
To the Assistant Treasurer, Boston . coeeeeceeieieitctcteetssensananns’ @20 418 06
To the Assistant Treasurer, New York. oot 420,878 98
To the Assistant Treasurer, Philadelphia.,. coooooooooe Ceeesesssiaans . 245, 841 (8
To the Assistant Treasurer, Charleston.. ... ... teeteetssracransarearen, oK, 533 9
To the Assistant Treasurer, New Orleans.. ..., .. Cereeaeiieesieaens 69,278 14
To the Assistant Treasmrer, St Lowis ..o ettt iiiieetiiietecsnsnncss! 33,910 4

1,260,792 74

The amount paid into the several post office depositories during the year,
is stated below :

Bangor, Malno.. . iiiiiiiiiiiieiiintiiietieeenecenesscnannsannes . $12,865 g9
Portland, Maine ......cocvvennnenn ceeeee s Cheecactatssenens 7.704 a3
Worcester, Massachusetts, .. ........ eieereeenran eectacaenentennnns Q20 820 8
Providence, Rhode Island ..o ii i iiiiiiae.. cenans Ceeanen 26,004 75
Harttord, Conneeticut ... ot iiinitnenrrenecnnansas N w0, 415 OO
New Havan, Connecticut, . ..o iteiiiriieeeresnreeeestsnencasasnnes o2, 348 04
Harrisburg, Penusylvania,...... Ceeseiestetes e Ceeeees Ceeneann 26,876 54
Pittshorg, Peunsylvania............ cecseas Ceinee Geeasssasasasasases 42,453 98
Uniontown, Pennsyvlvanin. ..o iiviiin e, Ceetteaaann et 1,687 9
Richwond, Virginia. . .....oive vennnn. Ceeetteaeens Cirieearaann . a2 B L4
Wheeling, Virginia, (2 (uarters) e eeeciieeereeetssscseennecsssnans . 23349 40
T T TS (T T U . 14,362 84
Athany, New York . ... ... e ettaieaaneean Ceecenenans Cteesereaaeaane 49,878 79
Butavin, New York,........ ... ..., Ceeeena ereens Cieeteeeaneatanannn R_430 89
Buttalo, New York. . .ooveiiiianiienn. ... Ctiereanaes Cetaean Cheanans 83,1320 18
Genevi, New YorKeeveeteeeennienieotroncosnncosanens et ieeneaens 18,848 52
Rochester, Now York. oo einiiinnivenen eeaes Ceencrereaane .e 38,939 47
Svraense, New York. ..o .., feeteesenaeebann Ceeerenn crreee cesne 1,250 80
Utica, New York......... Ceeetetttaeenecttecestoannns cieeestarenna 3,462 96
Baltimore, Maryland............ Cereteecereterrataaas eeraneens 83,131 22
Mobile, Alabama... ... ..., Cereeetaaanean Cetreceaearanas .o 02,844 04
Nashville, Tennessee ., ... .... Crereesteneaannn 10,623 21
Lesington, Kentueky . ooooiiviiiiiiaaa., e aeeeeeeraaans Ceeiaane i 0,837 27
Lonisville, Kentueky. ........... cerenens tesmansacsctsasaasanacncns u3, 312 86
Cineinnati, Ohlo., ..., Ceeerean e reaeiiaaan Ceeebsa e tte et e . 84, 189 31
Cleveland, Obio., . ......... et e rea e e trreeaeee e e 32,80 12
Colmmibus, Ohio. o it it i ierreaananeen t4 eeessesennn 18,2346 08
Detecit, Michigan o uueneee ... e e eeene 19,595 07

164,037 76

Changes are so frequent in the list of draft offices, that an aceurate state-
ment of the amount aceruing at and paid into thew, cannot readily be made
tor this oceasion.

During the year, there have been prepared in this office tor the signature
of the Postinuster General, and sent to the Auditor, in payment of balances
by him stated t) he due to creditors of this depintwent :
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2,612 ts on the T and t treasnrers, anlounting to. .} $1,514,5868 06
16 24 drafts on the post oftice depositories and draft offices..... eeeraes 1,026,524 68
2,541,088 66

And as disbursing agent of the departmert, 1 have paid out during the

year—
For salaries ..o oa0a 102,271 G8
For contingent expenses........ . 22,686 61

125,00 824

All postmasters are required by the regulations of the department to
render to this office their quarterly returns” of postages; and 1t is through
this office chiefly that those delinquent in that respect ave brought to the
attention of the appointing power.  Here the returns ave opened ; the quar-
terly balances appearing upon them registered: the dead letiers taken out
and examined ; the post-bulls filed for reference; and the accounts sent on
1o the Auditor for settlement. Some idea may be formed of the labor at-
tending the process, when 1 state that it requires not iess than two hundred
and fifty-three bushel-sacks to contain the returns of a single quarter.  In
t\;e’lnst year the number of returns registered and sent to the Auditor was
TR,547.

For want of a competent force to keep it up, the husiness of the dead-
letter office had fallen greatly in arrear.  The number of money letters had
0 inereased, that the single cierk allowed for the service was unable to
register and despateh them ; and, for several years, the lettars containing
articles of value, other than meney, had accumnlated on the files, because
lnbor could be spared to Jdespatch only such of this kind as were applied
for. In the latter part of gﬂ-ﬂ), some temporary aid was given to this
branch of the service: and in July, 1850, two clerks were assigned perma-
nently to it, for the registration and despatch of the valuable dend letters to
their proper owners.  What has heen accomplished, since the force in this
branch has been increased, will appear on reference 1o the number of dead
letters sent out for delivery in the years 1850 and IN31, as stated in the
following tables, numbered 1 and 2,




No. 1.

Statement of dead letters containing moncy registered and sent out for delivery during the twelce years ending June 30, 1851,

l Number of Amgnte con- Number {Aggregatcam’tiNumter of Coutents of unclaimed let- Am’t of unciaimed

imoney-letters. tents of letters : delivered.| restoved in | letters re- ters on hand. moncy converted
Year ending— ., sent out for +  sent out. the letters due- | turmed un- 1 _and placed with
delivery. ; livered. claimed. -~ T LT . the funds of the

Nominal value. Worthless.: departuent.
I

\ - e e e -———— e ae s ————— e —

$16,534 o2 301 - $1,919 87 $356 00 | None.

June 30, 1840, ...0000vevnnnnnnins 1,798 . $18,385 52 | 05
June 30, I84)..... ... iiivienans 1,780 ; 27,288 &3 1,325 16,087 0Y 378 . 10,794 73 0,881 48 | Noune.
June 830, 1B42.......cchieiannnens N | 10,917 07 1,09 14,718 30 458 4,694 90 3,654 75! None.
June 80,1848......... PPN 1,086 15,437 07 . 1,484 12,416 20 473 ! 2,883 B4 1,120 87 | $2, 608 5}
June 30,1844, 0000 0iiiiiiiinienn 1,891 . 11,614 28 1,487 10, 905 4@ 4306 1,473 25 599 KO 20 66
Jube 80, 1843, ....000itneiianianns 2,055 16,299 42 1,867 18.602 67 147 2,641 17 1,549 62 1.192 83
June 30.1846.....0iiiiieiinniens 2,840 . 17,822 50 2,021 15,163 01 319 1,399 49 251 00 1,824 84
Junc 80, 1847 ..., .ciivinie anens 2,782 21,055 06 . 2,865 10, 474 62 417 . 1,433 03 ' 147 00 187 00
Juno 80,1848...........00000 a0 2,476 19,039 94 2,111 17,203 18 365 . 1,838 76 120 00 ! 1,298 93
Juno 80,1840...........0........ 2,882 19,121 55 1, 986 18,241 21 306 ' 1,640 34 107 00 99 50
June 30,1880........00000000ints 5,585 40,984 568 4,373 35,424 40 1,212 5,640 18 o8 00 1,748 40
June 30, 1850, .00 iiiinnncnnnns 6,453 40,3836 73 | 5,847 06,000 i1 1,106 ' 1,246 12 250 50 | 1,673 16
The amount converted and put with the funds of the department prior to the 1st July, 1838, was. ... eritttecenans eeaians eerees 12,080 63
; 22,704
No. 2,

Statement of dead letters, contuining other articles than morey, rejqistered ard sent out for delivery to the writers o owners
Trem July 1, 1845, to November 1, 1851,

1
i
i
i
]
|

L= oo = = L
4 %5 5§ 3 5 5 E &
= & o < -x— -~ - . - - b3
S g2 T Eax g = s - E
SZ 3s F= o8y ¥ = 2 Z
= E5 3z % 2 £ = =T 5
Year ending— Bills of oxchange, drafts, and letters of & 3% .3 2.2 . E 108 82 E .
eredit, bouds and notes of hand, cheeks, Sn Bo s 3 £° PO £ 2 °% T w
orders and treasury warrants, cortif. . L& : Ex TE £ 3 - = o= :E"'
cates of deposite, accounts aud receipts. g > %% =3 8% z Z 5 .03 TE s
35 g2 iz ;¢ f | E B E E
g : z ) = ! = = =
Q2 E =R %] > L) “ E]
L s . Paclse cis, f Foorwes, ' :
Jane G0, 1848, ..o ol . sy i 3 122,363 &3 1,428,600 7 8 7 16 v 1,060 ¢ #31 1% ...,
Jure S0, 1847....... cereenend 30T 18 10 0 IR2,0600 87 3,062.2% 146 3 21 ] 19 23] 1,008 ook LS LA
|
Jure 3% 1848, .vvviiinnnn o 1,588 9 3 108,404 41 2,070.40 41 1 11 42 B . ] w23 714 104 ..... .
7/
June 30, 1849......... veesss| 3,751 33 10 104, 028 14 0,00 G54 13 27 10 uo122 19 Gyl b 1
Jme SO IR0, vienes enes]| O, 2 B 1 121,720 14 4, 11800 33 16 39 44 50 1T 641 o0 47 54
R L TOO UL £, ) S D cerereess 212300 L. S eeen ssevet ssaass srsese veaans bansen tee el 10,088 6,631 3,203 194
4 wanihs ending Oct. 3L, 18510 .o iaeens, R BT 24 1§ S v veeee rerene ceenet baens eieeesdd D04 2,387 1,001 1,261

Leiters from the executive departments registered and sent to the respective offices trom June 9, 1818, to October 31, 1851, 7, U,

* Estimated noninal value. y
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The duty of proviring amd issuing postayge stamps‘ha\’ing heen performed
by this office since the commencement of their use, in 181 e
the number procured ad issued to postmasters for sale may not be uninter-
esting.
The whole number of five and ten-cent stamps, prepared under the eleve
enth section of the act approved March 3, 1817, was
1,050,000 tens, | . 2325
0 ‘ PP 1 S 1,11
1, 190,000 fives, tnounting to ) 20,
Betweeen the 1st July, 1817, and the 30th June, 1851, there
were issuel
NOLOW tens, )

H e cemecesmecnsan. cessrasamenamaee 2 710
ATEN0 fives, § Clto 71,71

Leaving onhande - eecmeianen e tresmvecnecanas 30,29

The amount ¢ thase stamps on hand bis been coniderably increased
smee the Ist July last, by the return of those redecmed by postmasters from
persons nolding small parcels at the time the theee-cent rate for paid let-
ters bewan,

Under the act of the 3d Mareh, 1831, there have been procured from the

vontrartors, Messes, Tappun, Carpenter, Casitear & Co., of Philadelphia,
ONDLO00 twelve-rent stampssececcacmmveaanan vesrannan -« %69,600
HLE000 three ¢ cieieeane R LI - 723,600
BH00000 0l % % eeeieeemeeieeaeenaas e 36,000
B0,000 ¢ “ S for letter-carrierse e encnacean 3,300
WAI000 e, procureds- - - - ceemeieaan PET caeeee RI2,500

OF these there have heen issued Lo postimasters, for sale, between the 1st
July and the 26th November of the present year, in 3,611 different parcels,

INLO90 twelve-cont stampss --- - - s 22,194
MLET,600 theee L N 652,198
2,985,900 one “ W e etevevare cmemen - 29,359
0,000 ¢ o @ fOr CATEIOrSe se v srmmaec e aann 3,300

DI ISR, 150 stamps Psedseeeearemeetii i 706,9%1

A sense of duty obligés me (o say, an this oceasion, that the clerks emn-
ployed on the quarterly returns of postinasters, as well as t*.« -~ engaged in
the various operations of the deid-le*tor ofliee, perform with fidelity and
protaptiticte an amount of fabor whien is not execeded, i indeed it he
cqualled, by the same number in any other hranch ol the public service ; but
the time has o vived when theiy great ami constant exertions are inadequate
to the performance of the work assigned them—when their nimaber must be
inereased. or the business of the office will b most injuriously retarded. I
bave already stated that 73,517 veturns of postmasters were tegistered Jast
year: but 1 did not state that this great amount of lanor was performed hy
a xingle elerk @ that those returns were opened and prepared for registration
by only one other elerk s oand thot the dead letters Telongineg to those ve-
tuens, i tmnber abont two willions and three guarters, were handted one
by one, the foreign dewd lelters selected from thew, 2ad cach prreel come
pared with ity accompanying dead-letter bill, by only one clerk.  In 1830,

, a slatewent of




464 Doc. No. 2

when there were but 8,450 post offices, therc was onc clerk assigred to each
of those duties; and tkere is hut one to perform each of them now, when the
post offices number 20,127.  r'hen, those duties were considered heavy for
three clerks ; now, they certainly are oppressive: therefore, I respectfull
recommend that their number be doubled and the labor of cach desk divided.
When it is considered that the whole corps of clerks in the Auditor’s office,
connected with the revenue accounts, is supplied with business from this
branch of my office, and that delay on our part leaves more than thirty
clerks in that office without employment, I think it will be at once conceded
that this recommendation is demanded by the public interest.

An additional clerk is also greatly necded for the opening of dead letters.
There were two clerks employed on this branch fifteen years ago, and there
are but two now, when the number of dead letters is more than double.

1 would further respectfully recommend that an assistant messenger be
rrovided for the dead-letter office.

With great respect, your obedicent setvant,
JOEN MARRON,
Third Assistant Postinoster General.
Hon, Natuax K. Havre,
Postmaster General.

Post Orrice, Wasuiserox Ciry,
July 11, 1831,

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot” your favor of 10th
ultimo, asking replies to seven interrogatorics contained therein, in order
that you may knew the amount of free matter which passed through this
office from 1st July, 1849, to Ist instant, and the amount of postage which
would have been chargeable thereon it placed on the foting of individual
covregpondence. .

1 find some difficulty in answering these interrogatories separately, and in
separating with aceuracy printed from manuscript matter, as all official let-
ters and parcels except newspapers, received at and sent from this office, ure
sealed up or placed in envelopes,

I have, however, aided by some of my most experienced elerks, given the
whole subject 2 carctul investigation, and beg to submit the following us
the result.

The aggrregate number of free letters and parcels veceived at this office
for distribution and transmission for two years ending st instant, from the
Senate and House of Representatives, waseeeeaeeeennannans - 6,643,479
In pounds weight-eecceeeeraiminininiaannens ceemanne -eee e 1,356,000
The number of free REWSPAPCrSs scesseasnancceriotianeeaes 365,000
Weighleses mee aesnnscacaneceeocarareseonsoreeanenns  B2800

The number of free letters awl pareels reveived during same period from
the Senate and House of Representatives and Executive «L’ artment,
WHBsvesconsnacnnssonncns . we s 2,159,159
Welghte - ceeceacrsrnceasnccncecsnansennnscacncacnssens  NOSNN

The number sent from this office from excentive offices of the general

OVETNMENt, Wilke seasocsmacccsascanss tesssmann erenesees 1,212,512
%gi htee-ccocnacnenctnenntascrennvanisnncsnnnscncnnn 433,000

Aggregute nuinber of free lettery, &e., passing through this ofice 10,380,150

A b

-
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Weigl.t (l?&;- ----- 2, ................ ceenencacueaces 2,682,000

or about 1,200 tons of 2,210 pounds. .

“Congressional’” free matter lwinﬁ invariab:‘{ sealed up or placed in
envelopes, would be, according to the post office laws and re ulations,
properly estimated as subject to letter postage. But as it is well known
that a great proportion of it is printed matter, I have assumed two-thirds
as such, and ﬁa\'e estimated accordingly.

452,000 pounds is estimated, amounting to=«-+«--- ceeeeae-< $1,084,000
Two-thirds, or 904,000 pounds printed matters -+ eeeeeeaaas 144,640
On newspapers---- -. .- RO EEL L EE PP P ceemesiaca 4,500
Free letters received, 808,200 pounds. <+« ceeevevocanennnnn 1,939,650

Do.  sent, 445,000 d0  eeecvecacicans cenenan 1,068,000
Awmount for two years-s-cee-veeean P X T B>
Amount for one year----- teeseensecnracncrannn cevavennn 2,]20,4[9

The foregoing estimates hive been made under the late rates of postage,
not including the high rutes for Oregon and California.
Under the present law the amount of postage, if prepaid, on the same
154

quantity of free matter would be, for two years--<-cccvn-nt $1,795,920
Or per annUMe--sescecacencenccnnnnns seeccssssscncs se  NO2.9G0

Judging from the past, it may be safely inferred that there will be a con-
siderable increase hereafter.

It appears to me to be appropriate, and I beg leave to say here some-
thing regarding this office, The labor of transacting the amount of the
public and private business is very great, and the whole is performed by the
small number of twenty-seven persens, whose labors are excessive, during
the sessions of Congress, occupying them frequently sixteen hours of the
twenty-four. They are all fait‘zful and industrious, and most of them badly
paid for the servives rendered by them. The salaries of’ twelve are below
vight hundred dollars per annum, and they ought in fairness to be placed
un a footing with other persons employed here by the government, and
wh - duties are not of a more responsib{o character, and less laborious.

‘Lhe building occupied by this office is unsafe, and wholly unfit for the
purpase; ar-, ag you very emphatically remarked in your last report, it was
 slisgrace te the country.

An erroncous impression very generally prevails, that this office is sup-
ported at « great expense by the general government. The reverse is the
fact. The expenses of the office are not only defrayed by postages paid
by citizens and sojourners, but large sums have been deposited in 3\? tren-
sury of the Uniten{ States for many years past, amounting in the aggregate
to a sum suthicient to cre-t half a dozen buildings appiopriate to the object,
It seems to be reasonable, that the parties supporting this office shou,d at
least be accommadated with 2 shelter whilst waiting for their mails.  They
are now obliged to wait their turn in the streets during the heat of summer
and storms of winter,  Another cogent reason for the erection of an appro-
priate building will be found in the liability of the destruction of this build-
Ing and its contents by fire, which, it it should occur in the night, would
destroy papers of greater vl than would e sufficient to pay the cost of
sueh a building.

11T might be permitted to say xomething regarding the postinaster, it
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would be, that his compensation should be put on a footing with the post-
masters of other itnportant offices.  These receive four thousand dollars per
annum, in commissions and for rent of boxes. This office yields in both
but twenty-seven hundred dollars.  This might be remedied by an allow-
ance of threc thousand dollars commissiors, limiting receipts from boxes to
one thousand dollars, if this sum should be exceeded.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant,

W. A. BRADLEY, Postmaster.
Hon. W. K. Havy,

Postmaster General.

A T

P

Articles of agreement between the Post Office Department of the United
States and the Post Ofice Department of Cunadu.

For the pllrl)ose of establishing and regulating the interchange of mails
between the United States and Canada, it is agreed between the Post

L

Office Department of the United States and the Post Office Departinent of
Canada : 1
1. That there shall be an exchange of mails between the United States
and Canada, at the following points, viz:
U the sido of the United States, at On the side of Canada, at

Port Huron, Michigan. Port Sarnia.

Detroit “’ Windsor.

Black Rock, New York. Waterleo,

Lewiston, i Queenstown.

Youngstown, ¢ Niagara.

Rochester, “ Coburg.

Cape Vincent, Kingston.

Morristown, ¢ Brockville,

%dombnrg, “ Prescott.

M hitehall, R l i

attshu - . f H

Rouse’s Point ¢ ' St Juln's. :

Burlington, Vermont, | z

Derhy Line « Ntanstead, b

HBuffale, New York. %

Albany “ l Montreal.

New York “ ‘ Taronto,

Boston, Massachusetts, ‘

Fort Covington, New York, Dundlee,*

2. The ails exehanged between the oflices of New York, Albany, Buf-
falo, and Boston, on the one side, and Toronto, Kingsto, and Montreal on

¢ Siuee added:

Sackett's Harbar, New“""k' ! Kingston by steamer, in simmer.

Oswego
. Hamilton, y
Buffalo ¢ Queenstown, % by throngh-bagy.
Swanton, Vement, Phillipsburgh, l

Under the New Branswivk arrangement, Houlton and Eolitaa ton, Me,, aro the United i

States exchange oflices,
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the other, are to pass each way as through-mails—not to be opened at any
intermediate frontier office.

3. The postage to be charged in the United States, on a letter not ex-
ceeding half an ounce in weight, to or from Canada, shall be five eents for
any distance within the United States, not exceeding 3,000 miles s and ex-
ceeding 3,000 miles, within the United States, ten cents the single letter.
Every additional weight of half an ounce, or additional weight of less than
half an ounce, to be charged as one additional rate : the rates in this sec-
tion mentioned, ha%ing been adopted and agreed upon by the Postmaster
General of the Uunited States, by and with the advice and consent of the
President.

‘1. The postage to be charged in Canada on a letter not exceeding half
an vunce in weight, to or from the United States, shall be five cents for any
distanee in Canada.  Fvery additional weight of half an ounce, or ad-
ditional weight of less than half ar ounce, to be charged as an additional
rate.

5. Upon all letters posted in the United States to be delivered in Cana-
da, or posted in Canada to be delivered in the United States, these rates
shall be combined into one rate, of which payment in advance shall be op-
tional in cither country.  Less than the whole combined rate cannot be
prepaid.

6. The Post Offive Department of the United States will eollect and keep
all the postapes on the unpaid letters from Canada, as well as the post-
agres on letters to Canaday, prepaid in the United States, and the post office
departinent of' Canada will colleet amd keep all the postages on t‘w unpaid
letters from the United States, as well as the postages on letters prepaid in
Canada to the Unitedd States,

7. Each nail despatched from one country to the other shall be accou
panied by w letier or post-hill, showing the number of letters so posted,
and distingnishing the paid from the unpaid, with their postage in separate
columns.

S The postagre i newspapers, pamphlets, mgazines, and all other
printed matter, must e prepaid, or sent free to the fine in the country
where posted : and any postage atterwards aceruing thereon, beyond the
fine, is 1o be colleeted and retained by the post ofhee departinent of the
conntry in whicl it acerues,

O The offices designated for the despateh and receipt of Canada mails,
o the side of the Untted States, will stamp UL States” upon all lettery
sent inio Canadn for delivery t and the offices designated for the despateh
and receipt of United States mails on the side off Canada, will stanp
*Canada’™ upon all letters sent into the United States for delivery.

10, “The post oftice departments of the United States and Canada shall
cnch return to the other all dead letters, unopened and without charge,
every three months, or oftener, as may hest suit the general regulations of
cach depintiment.

I, '}‘hv expense of transporting the wails hetween the trontier exchange
offices, wheee the conveyanee is by water, shall be horne equally by the two
depactments bt when the transportation is by fand, the expense shall be
horne by vach in ))rnpm!i'vn to the disteree travelled aver the h'l'l‘il(ll'y of
ench conntry, NI eontracts b sach s ontation shially before they go
into opevation, be approved by the post e depaitment of ench country,

12 This avrangement shall o into operation on the 6th of April next,
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and it may be modified from time to time, as may be agreed upon by the
parties thereto; and it may be annulled at the desire of cither party, upon
three months’ notiee.

In witness whereof, the Postmaster General of the United States and
the Postinaster General of Canada have hereunto set their hands and affixed
their seals, respectively, this twenty-fifth day of March, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one.

N.K. HALL, [u.. s.]
L. 8.

J. MORRIS.

Wasniyeton, November 27, 1831.

Sirn: The undersigned, acting with an association of individuals in the
city of New York, and others in different parts of the United States, in-
tend establishing a line of packet-steamers, constructed especially to the
requisites of great speed, strength, and sea qualities, for the purpose of
connecting the ports of New York, Halifax, and Galway in lreland.  These
steamers will cross the Atlantic ocean in from seven to eight duys’ time,
and will therefore offer the shortest letter-mail accommodation to Europe
and Awerica of any other line. In view of this, the undersigned respect-
fully proposes to contract with the government for the transinission of the
United States mails between these ports, at the rate of one hundred thou-
sand dollars per annum for each ship which may be employed upon the
said line, beginning with two ships, and increasing the number te meet the
requirements of the government on the business to be transacted. Or the
undersigned, with his associates, will contract to carry the mails of the Uni-
ted States us aforesaid, receiving only therefor the postages which may
arise from such mail watter as may be actually transmitted in said ships;
the postages on such mail matter 1n no case to exceed the rates now ﬁxm' by
law. The contract, if’ formed, to last ten years, and the ships not only to be
strong cnou'gh for war Eurposes, but actually to carey at all times two Paix-
han guns of heavy calibre, and always to he subject to the call of the gov-
ernment for war or other.purposes, upon terms as established by precedent
in other contracts of similar nuture.

The undersigned, with his associntes, will have the two first steamers
ready for i1l on the line in twelve months from the date of contract, if
such be maue with them.

The undersigned has the honot to be your obedient servant,

AMBROSE W. THOMPSON.

To the Hon. N. K. Havy,

Dostmaster Gencral.

Post Oveick DEPARTMENT,
Appointient Office, November 14, 1¥51.
Sin: In comequence of the great iverease in the business of this office,
it has been necessary to transter one ot the clerks, herctotore employed in
copying cortespondence and in miscellancous duties, to the bond and vegis-
ter rcom.  The employment of another clerk upon the letter book s,

-
]




Dac. No. 2. 469

therefore, in my opinion, essential to the prompt discharge of the duties of
the office; and 1 respectiully recommend that application be nade to Con-
gress for autlority to employ such udditional clerk.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

FITZ HENRY WARREN,
Second Assistant Postmaster General.
Hon. N. K. Hav,
Postmaster Generul.

Post Orrice DeEPARTMENT,
Contract Office, November 14, 1841,
Sin: For a statement of the mail service for the contract ycar ending
J0th of June, 1831, I respectfully refer you > the tables hereto annexed.

The table marked A cxhibits the character of the service, the number of

miles of transportation, and the cost thereof, us it stood at the close of the
year. By comparing this with a similar table of the service as it stood at
the close of the year ending 30th of June, 1850, it will be perceived that
the service of 1851 exceeds that of 1850 in increased leugth of routes in
the United States by 13,354 miles; in increased annual transportation
thereon by 6,162,855 miles: and by un excess of aggregate cost ol
837,110 The increase of 1831 over 1850 is 20 per cent. in cost, and
135, per cent, in service.

From table marked B it will he seen that, on the 30th of June last, there
were inoperation 6,176 mail routes, and that there were then in the ser-
vice of the department 5,549 mail contractoss, 127 route agents, 21 local
agents, and 471 mail mes=engers.

On the Ist of July last the new service in the southern section, compri-
sing the States of V‘lrgiuin, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgin, and

Floridn, was put in operation ; the first quarter of which expired the 30th of

September last, "Table C exhibits the service of this section us it stood at the
close of the contract year, 30th of June, 1851, and at the close of the first

quarter of the current year, From this table it will be seen that the serviee of

the southern section, the contracts for which closed the 30th of June, 18451,
amounted to 7,666,224 wmiles of annual transportation, and $621,002 an-
nual cost; and the new service in that section mnounts to 8,613,931 miles
of annual transportation, and 682,983 annual cost.  For this service we
pay this year only 9 81, per cent. wore than for the last, while wg have
12 28 per cent. more unnual transportation of mails. “~

Tables ID and E «xhibit the railrond and steamboat serviee for the cur-
rent year 3 showing the partitulars of each railroad and steamboat route
wder contract,

Table F presents a statement of forcign service, or ocesn routes; discrimi-
nating between those under contract, agreeably to act of Congress, with
the Seerctary of the Navy, and those under contract with this departinent.

To the tnﬁlvs above referred to, which embrace all the service under the
divection and vontrol of the Contract Office, T have added two others, G
and H.

Table G is w statement ol the annual transportation of mails in the Unie
ted States, and the cost thereofy for the last ten years, to wit: from j842
to INSL inclusive,  From this table it will be perceived that in 1849 the
average price for conveying mails was ut the rate of u fraction less than

.
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nine cents per mile. From that year to 1847, there was a gradual decrease
of cosi, while the number of miles of transportation regularly fncreased.

The total aunual amount of fransportation in 1842 was 31,335,091 wiles,
and in 1847, 35,587 899 wiles —being an increase of about 1132 per cent.;
while the eost per mile in IR47, (being G 3 cents per mile)) is 29! per
cent. less than it was in 1812,

Tn 1851 the cost of transportation is about equal to the cost in 1846, to
wit: 7% cents per mile—being still a decrease of 19 per cent. as com-
pared with the vear 15125 while the total apnual teansportation is 533 per
cent, more than in 1812,

T'able H exhibits the cost of transportation of mails in each of the States
and Territories of the Union for the fast contract year, and the net revenue
arising from said States and Territories for the smne period. Whilst this
table is principally intended for fature reference, it may serve as something
of a guide in establishing new routes and putting new serviee in operation.

The service in Caiifornia, as oryginally organized, partook of the charac-
ter of almost everything converted with the carly settlement of that country,
and was, consequently , not only very expensive, but somewhat vncertain
and inefficient.  In Jenuary last, some months bhefore my appoint'nent, my
predecessor, Méx)‘nr Hobbie, an able and experienced officer, was by you
despatched to California, as special agent of the department, with direc-
tions re-organize the mail-service in that section? to place it on a sure hasis,
and make it more conducive to the wants and interests of that growing
a d important section of the Union.  Congress having failed to pass a law
to authorize the opening o’ bids and letting the routes at San Franciseo,
and it being impracticable, without greatand unnecessary delay, to send the
bids to Washington to be examined and decided on as v other cases, the
resident specind agent of this department, James M. Goggin, exq., had the
contracts executed for the residue of the full term, which, in that section,
will expire 30th June, 1854, adding in cach instance a provision giving the
Postmaster General the right, on certain conditions, to discontinue the ser-
vice at the end of the first year, ory at farthest, on the 30th of June next.
The service, as let, being generally at prices less than formerly, and lower,
perhaps, than wnder re=advertisement. it could again be obained, the agent
recommends—and in his recommendation I concur-—that Congress legalize
these contracts, so that the same may be continued (o the end of the full
term, and thus the trouble and expense of a new letting be avoided, 1
would also advise the same course in respect to the contracts commencing
1st July, 1831, and ending 30th June, 1831, for the service in Oregon.

Lines of steaners from New York, via St Thomas, &ce., to Venezuela;
from New York, via Marseilles, Toulon, &e., to Genoa: from New York
to Antwerp, and from New Orleans, via Tampico, to Yera Cruz, are called
for by the commercinl interests of the country.  Propositions have heen
made by enterprising individuals {o put these routes in operation: hut as the
means of the department will vot justify it in weeting the wishes of
individuals and communities by placing these rouies under contraet, Congrress
must he looked to for the necomplishment of these important objects,

The propesed voute from New Ovleans, by ‘Tampico, 1o Vera Croz, is
becominy very essential to the commereial interests of the Sonth auid West,
and in my judgment deserves the special consideration o Congress,

The operativas of the Post Oftice Department have been gradually
increasing from year to!yeur, so as to keep pace with the growing awl
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expamding population of our country.  In the first year (1790) of the opera-
tions of the Post Oflice Department, the nuinber of post offices was 75 ; gross
amount of postage, %37,4935: net revenue, $5,795; cost of teansportation of
mails, $22,081 1 extent inmiles of post roads, 1,875, This year (1851)
number of post offices, 20,127 ¢ grross amount of postage, $6,404,373 63 ; net
revenue %4,035,915 303 cost of transportation of wmatls, including California
and Oregon, $3,421,754; extent of wmiles of post roads, including California
and Oregon, 196,200, Thus it will be seen that in the space of sixty-one
years the number of post offices has increased from 75 to 20,127; the
number of miles of mail routes, *n amounting to only 1,875, has been
gradually increasing until ic now reaches 146,290 ; the total annual
transportation of mails on which, amounts to 53,272,252 miles, and at an
aggregate cost of $3, 121,754, Probably the world does not present any-
where clse a mail service so various, so complicated, so extensive, and yet
so cheap, as that of the United States.

By reference to table G, it will be perceived that the mail service of this
country, already so great, is annually increasing, It is no wonder that a
serviee so extensive and complicated should sometimes become deranged ;
nor is it surprising that, being identified, as this vast system iy, with the
social, political and commercial interests of society, when any part of its
wmachinery becomes deranged, it should be immediately and sensibly felt.
tocated, oftentimes, at a great distance from places where derangements
and irregularities occur, the department, with its combined efforts, energies
and experience, cannot always ‘\'m'p np close and uninterrupted connexions
on the various mail routes, or prevent occasional carelessuess or negleet of
contractors and postmasters; nor is it possible at all times to recognise
either the practicability or necessity of expediting mails in some places, of
gi\'ing additional tacilities inA others, or, in slmrt.. to keep this vast machinery
n such perfect and harmonious operation as will prevent all derangements
and consequent complaints, — Tine and experience ean alone perfect the
systen.

By reference to the tables above referred to, it will be seen that the
business of the department is increasing every year; and as a full portion
of that increase has averued to the Contract Office, it has become necessary
to add to its clevieal foree.  The business of this office is sueh, that to
prevent injury to the service it wmst be kept ap vegularly, To do this,
additional ferce is necessury, as the present number of elerks, who are
capable, indefatigable, and most of them experienced officers, cannot discharge
the duties now required withont exacting from them unreasonable labor,
That there may be a sufficient elevicat foree in thiv offiee to- carry forward
its current business with necossary despatel 1 vespecttolly vecommend that
three additionnl clerks be appointed, to wit: One corvesponding clerk, for
California, Oregon, Utal, and New Mexico : one indenture clerk, amd one
letter=book clerk,

Asy in conformity with your orders, the duties of the fist aml second
assistants are 1o he exchanged, and T shall thus be sepaated from the elerks
af the Contract Oflice, with whomn T have been assoeiated nhuing my
connexion with the departinent, T eannot suffer thiz occasion to pass withe it
hearing testimony to their industry, faithfuluess, efficieney, aml general
fitness tor the positions they coserally ocenpy.

Respectfully submitted :

N. D JACOBS,
First Jssistant Postmaster General.
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Tuble of mail wereice for the year ending 30th June, 1851, as echibited by the state of the areangenents af the clore of

the year.”

ARNEAL TRASSFORTATION AND RATE OF ¢ 08T,

Staten, Length of - " —_ o Total annual  Tota) annual
toroutes, transpottation. rate of cost.
Mode not specified. In enach, Iu steamboat, By aaiiroad.
)
Miliv, Mitise  Dollagse Midise  Dotloss, Midesr Doltuyo, Mitvs.  Dolluse. Miles. Dallars,
Malne . 4,470 1,867 2,00 2,400 UL e eeeee . M 15,807 1,582,218 52,695
New Ihonphire 1,476 716 b, 43K |RGLT G, 54 20 1 240 18,240 T, X 30,297
Vernng . 2,554 Hi4 8,005 1,295 12,880 ..o e 415 a2 UGN 5, (28 52,817
Munnitchomettn i Wi 14,218 Kl 15, Ik 25 4,90 1,00, 108,608 2,240,216 128,229
Jehle Tadianned , 122 217 2,158 11 [/ I .. o 612 292,040 12,35
Coneetiont . ........ 1,479 (L K020 61 1,178 50 1 M 46,471 1,083, K78 06, 328
New Yok, oo, 14,976 S, TUE bh, 21 6,648 Gy L5 GLO T 4% 176,175 7, 43,126 M2, 765
New Jerney., .. AT 1,164 K A08 1,000 14, hKi H] 500 2T n6, 1, 74.216 0,770
Penunyivania . . 12,0208 O30 60,704 M (08 1) MG DT, 4y 10,912 172,800
Delawmie, ... . ol 2,494 1, K i 181, K% 4, 28)
Maurylan 2,012 14,00 599 24,k 113,454 1, 05, 405 153,323
Ohilo, 12,645 45,7148 @481 9,145 W, 3,881,903 238,101
Virginla, .., R 11 62,936 1,891 2, WK 610 2, k44 52,607 2,671,070 175, 08
NotthCaolina, oo, 7,98 B4R 1,000 w5, W UKZ B R 46,700 1,706,744 154,929
South Cuoling . . [R1 23,214 671 15,975 160 14,0600 45, 564 1,135,544 108, 655
Gengle, ... R T 42, 540 T4k 15,490 1,158 11,660 o8 K, 8T 1,753, 42 150, 066
Flothda .. .. . 2 17,180 i 10,457 Rl 4, 100 k] 620 399, 024 27,366
Michigan. hy 11,89] 1,442 2,252 09i} 1, 550 HL 74,482 1,881,711 77, 965
Indiwna . ovvunnann,, K, 470 6,771 40,761 1,084 B R Y S 159 10, 635) 1,760,844 RS, 284
Humal, Ceeriens 11,808 G, oM A5,0602 4,625 117,207 145 7,00 103 6,244 2,724,656 164,653
Wise nsin 4,610 3,082 6,06 1,087 22,789 N KNy 10, 634 40,104
Towa... . i, 10N 2,080 1,782 1,063 16,22 coiviii iiieianen 310,736 27,965
Missomd., . o0ne Lo EF VL T TR |1 2,107 1,456 120,250 2,562,208 131,400
Miuncrota Torritary.., GRY B 678 59 250 270 630 64, 92 1,578
Kontwky oovvianinn, 9,466 5,443 ShOE 1,5 47,224 2,240 4,90 4,032,365 157,911
TN T 3 T mm—— . e e - cdae
Tenneseee, v ovaaiaa., N, nu7 5, Kty 51,913 1,042 4R Teavnonee aun 1,004,514
Alatama . 7,451 . 5,860 45,888 1,074 " v 1,763,476
6,144 | 4,643 41,003 ¢ YOR 4Rr4 59 1,340,476
6,162 4,821 51,100 301 650 . 919, 336
8,917 2,515 4,754, 467 18,666 | 933 791,000
K, 748 l 6, 599 52,360 979 58, 834 ] 1,170 1,110,260
| ———— |
BO20026 1 121,557 B9,700  B,TTL 1,025,804 | 15,648 | 423,803 | 8,255 52,704,278 3,271,538
R I 2 TH 90, 495 a0 18,785 | 2060 21, 00 AT AT 20,280
535 l 360 7,408 15 2,600 1 130 10,006 HIDRTEY 14,958
onte and lorn ; : '
and it messen-' ! |
BOS o vans s T 143,807
Yoreign nails. T [HTR T LT S i Ty6RD | 0,000 |oveeiiis vievenian 103,472 448,037
Totaloveeovrnn, 200030 125,025 983,020 49,030 1,007,150 | 21,722 | 854,893 | 8,255 085,010 53,405,724 4,016,588

* The eutive service and pay me set down to the State under whieh it is numbered, though extewling into other States, instead of heing divided among

(.14 4

% ON g

the States in which cach portion of it lies,

t The Baltimore, Wilnington and Philadelphia ratlroad is under & Maryland numoer.

1 Thiv embraces the steamboat service from 8t. Lonis to New Orleans,

§ Thin enlipaees the steamboat serviee fow Louisviile to Cinelanati and from Loursville to New (vleauns,

o This includes the voute trom New Orleans to Mohile,

4 This fs for serviee from Panawa to Chagres, verfoed by the New Grenadian govermuent under ¢reaty, at & stipulated gaice per tip, according to
the weight of the mail, and whieh vavies fom yeoe to years  The sum stated (838,457 ) ix the amonnt paid the Jast flyer year,

S. D, JACOBS,

Viost Ascintast Poctmaster Genrsul.

8 'ON 0Q
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Number of mail voutes, mail contractors, routr agents, local ayente, and
mail measengers, at the elose of the contract year ending June 30, 1851,

RN

; oz 1B

Sections. é E 5 §, g

» 8 % | = 2

b1 £ 14 =3 8

8 5 2. %|3

] Q "ﬁ !-—! ]

New England......ovvviineiiininnerenien.nnn 70 881 dll 100
New Yoruuuuoiiviiinnniinniiveeinieannneens| 755 685 B 1 16
Nidlo.oovviiiniiiiiiei ] 1,88 1,067 27 L. 05

Bouthern ., .oovviins et 841 801 2 ... 28
]

Northwenern.....ovoiviiniiniineiineennennns 9811 856 7 4 a8

Sonthwestern............ } Lol s el 1] a

Ocean routes, , ..

R Y R RPN 3 & 7 2

Totalovicneeed 6100 509 17 | 4
. [ |

S. D. JACOBS,

Firct Assistant Pastmaster séewvral,

s
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Muil gervice in the southern section for the year ending June 30, 1851,

I
Annual travs- | Aunual cost.
portation,

Miles, Dolliirs,
Railroads oo viii i oas e 1,121,083 <15, hoy
Steamboats oo YT RN IR TR, 447 6,104
Coaches . .ooivniliiiniaans 1,740,130 108, 6.26
Inferiormodes ........o.ooiiviiinan, T TTRPPrIN o, 065, 708 w0, 703
RS P
Total, . ... e e 7,666,294 621, 002

Aa in operation on the ¢t of October, 1851,

Annual trans- Annual cost.
poitation,
Miley, I Dollers.
Railroads..oouoanen 1o e 1,644,030 | 208, 342
|
SEEambOats oot e i e e e 703,7'?"1 06, 137
Coaches .o, e 2,30, 200 131, 402
SBRTOTMOdeN Lo e e 3,021,350 187,972

Total, vviiiiiii i i e R 613,031 082, M3
7,008,202 621, 002
................................. W7, 707 61,941

S Do JACons,

Fiost Asistans Putiastes Genol,
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=
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Rallroad servize o in opecation on the st af October, 1851,

ey
P ES
Ntates. Te L. E%
: ; [ 2N
H =3
z -
= [ ]
Maine ....0h L o 6ls Fr o Bangor to Upper Stillwater. ...,
Dao. 91 ¥ om Danville Junction to Waterville.,
Da. 0 From Portland to Portsmouth, N. 11,
Da. . o7 From Portland to South Paris........
Do, |EF} Froni Portland to Bath........ eeaee.
N From Concord to Lowell ..., ........
2N From Concord to Plymouth..........
207 From Cuicoud to White River Juie-
tion, with branch to Bristol .. ..... 2 e
2370 From Dover to Farmington «oee.. .., ® .
262 From Concord to Bradford, with branch
to Bristol ..o L o
Verment oo, B From Windsor to Rouse's Point. ...,
0 From White River Junction to St,
Johnshury B .
365 Ivem Bellov s Fallsto W .
bl From Bellows Falls to Burlingtou. .. .,
. Frote Bosion to Portsmorth, N. ...,
Masachisetts ... 401 N Branch to Masbtehiead |
|1 I 402 From Bostou
thon, Moo, rAleh from
Doves Falls, ..., TIY cveeiias

From Boston to Loweli. ... IXTPPPTIN 26 L.
O R { ll?mndll}w Woburn........ !
From Boston to Fitchburg .
Doovennns 484 % :Smnch to Lesington . .. g .
- From Boston to Waorcester.
Do 40 % Braneli to Milbmrey .., ..
106 From Boston to Providence
Brancii io Dedliam,.,........
4w { Frota Bos on to Plymouth ,
Branch to Bridgewater .,
m From Boston to Milton . ..., .
s From Lawrence to Salem, N, Il L
4t From Lawell to Lawrence IETERTET . b
L) From Groton Junction to West Towns-
cund ... I ERT T ceeeie 16
From Groton Junction to Lowell 18

From South Acton Depot to Feltonville, E]
Frow Sonth famingham to Milford ,, 12
456 From Dedbiam Junction to Blackstone, 97

in Fram South Braintree Junetion to Fall

12 From Braintree to Cobasset, with six
additional trips to Weymouth, (two

miles) v, 12
s From Middleboro® to Sandwi IO
464 From Taunton to Manstield Junctic, 12
45 From Tannton to New Bedford,..,... 21
471 Frow Fitchurg to Bellows Falls, Vt., 64
172 From Fitehburg to Brattieboro', Vt.. ., { 11":;
47n From Waoreester to Albhany, N. Y., ... 13‘:

470 From Worcester to Noshma, N 11,.., = 45
A From Springficld to Keene, NJ V. ..., 74
s From Springtield to Chicopee Falls, ., 4
hl2 Frem Pittetich] to North Adam, .. .. |

Number of tiiy

River ... L P

per woeek.

‘Anmnal pay.

£

E D~V
o eg)
Sixwe

(L]
00
0
00
0 .

Annual pay in each
: State.

e o
o
»
-
©
=3

1,825 00 |

'
|

i
|
i
|
I
|
!
|
l

Rematis

Embraces sile sup'y.

Do
Do

1t

n.
Do

Do

Do

o

I
De
o

. Embraces £ supply.

With permission 1o go
through to and from
Boston.

BET300 fviiiiiniy, Embraces mde supniy.

514 (0 1,

#5,T29 00 ).
} 4,060 00 |,

22,5648 00

A0, 407 00

Do
o

Do
Do

Ly
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D—Railroad service—Continued.

[ g ! £ !
| = il ' ] .
2 L e g
[ - £,
Nrates. H 2 i v e %
3 : Termiui. < -é 7 ] Remarks.
x < - -
i 2 g g8 s
I I | =7 £
—_—— g e <

602 Frou Providencs to Stoninaton, Ct, .,
619, From Providence to Worcester, Masy.

«.oo Embraces side supply.
w

674 y From Allya's Puiat to Woreester, Mass,

e L xo00 00!
687 ' From New Haven to Springfichl. Mass, :

18 10,857 00 :

N From New flaven to Tari . 6 -
"38 Branch to Collinwvitle ... 6 : 2,435 00 ¢ r
684 From Beilgeport to Winchester ...... 6 2,057 00
705 §  From Bridgeport to State Line, Mass,.! ¢ [ e
1 Braneh to Pitesfield #2 6y 300
710 From New York, X. Y., to New Ha- | |
i v Gt eeeeireiienan TR o T 1200
T From Harttord to Willimantic, ... .. .. L2 G I e Embzaces side supply &
l’ expenses of routeag't,
712 From New Loudon to Palmyen, ..., ! 63,7 b 2,76000 ... . one ml;:l“md.

805 From New York to Girecnport 50
810 From New York to Dover .
&1 From New York to Poneh 1
w1 § From New York to Dunkirk

1 Branch, Elmira to Salubria .

L] ™3 00
849 From Hudson to Chatham Foar U 12 1 lX)3 0
915 From Albany to Troy 12 T 00
1y Fiom Alhany to Sel 1 3,400 00

[l Frow Trox to Saratoga Springs ...... i 3,200 00
<50 From Troy to Schenectaldy ... 79 00 |
425 From Saratoga Springs to White } 38,950 00
o7 From Schencctady to Utiea.......,.. 15.600 00 *
1030 From Utica to Syracuse , ., TP 10,600 00 !
.. 1079 From Syracuse to Oswego........... | 8,297 00 .
108041097 F'rom Syracuse, by Anburn, toRochester| {20,800 00
. 1164 From Rochester to Attica,..... easee . 8,800 00 -
11498 From Attica to Buftalo .....oouvvuuas . 6,200 00 .
1210 From Lockport to Lewiston and Niag.| !
CooaraFalls Lo e, b ; 648 00
From Buffalo to Niagara Falls,,,,.... 1,000 00
From Niagara Falls to Lewiston. . ..., 172 00 |
From Owego to Jthica .. 1,286 00
From Newburgh to Clester..,.,..... 857 00
From Rouse's Point to Ogdensbg. .. . 5,100 00
. From Rome to Watertown, .,qu,yrans i 8,600 00
- R 178,713 00
From New York to the interscetion| ' : '
Wil PHUaeiphia 1oad o v veevonnal 86 Loenis 18 4 11,188 00 ,
From New York, N. Y., to Paterson, | . :
New Jersey..vviiiinniiinnsanas 18 oo 130 1,800 00
From New Yok, N, Y., to Morristown, | | ;
New Jersey..ovevvneennennenenas A2 120 1,600 00
From Elizabethtown to White Honse..| 86 o.onriii 12 1,084 00
From point of intemscetion to Philadel .
Phid, Paoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinanna, 54 ... 13 17,200 00
, Frora Burlingtou 1o Mount Wolly ...,. 7 . P 200 00
, From Philadelphia, Pa., to Trenton, :
¢ New Jermey.oonna,.... r ereaens 34 7 5,400 60
—— 27 [r——— 86,072 00
From Philadelphia to Colombia ...... 8Ll M 12,525 00
From Pbiladelphis to Pottavilie . .. ... 07 ... 307 11,086 00
. From West Chester to Philadelphla, .. L . | 850 00
" ¥From Trenton, N. J., to Laibertsville, |
New Jerses....ooviiinvininnn.n, W 8 42500 L. ouaieaee] The Sutermediate ofices
) I oo this rouw are in
. | i : Pennsylvania.
LA L PR £ 1133 From Port Clinton to Tomaqns. . ..... 0 L] 858 00
R oo 1469 From Loncaster to Hurrisburg........ 77 SRR 'Y 5,644 00 .

8Ly
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States,

Peunsylvania .
)

NMaryland.. ,
..

Do...

Ohio . ...l

Do......

creisransne

! Number of route.

!
{
t

1492
1604
1740

1901
w2
1903

1905
1927

2189

D-—Railyoad service—Continued.

Termini.

From Columbia to Middletowti.. . .....
From York to Ilamvisburg . ... .
From Hanisburg to Chambersiurg.. ..
From Hanisburg to Hollidaysburg.. ..
From Chambersburg to Hagerstown, Md
From Comiug, N. Y, to Blossburg, Pa.

Distance.

From Baltimore to Philadelphia, Pa...
From Baltimore to Washington, D. (..
From Baltimore to Cnmberland. . .
Junction to Frederick.......

From Baltimore to Columbia..
From A Hs junction to A

From Columbus to Xenia....oo....
From Columbus to Cleveland . ...
From Mansficld to Sandusky.........
From Springfiel to Sandusky........

From Cincinnati to Springfickdl. % hig.

From Mansficld tg Newarkeoooavan.,s

From Richmond to Charlottesville
¥rom Richmond to Aquia Creck.
From ~ ichmond to Fetersburg. .

Do,
Do....

CGeorgla o vivnadd
Do

Michigan...ooaine

Do..

Do....

Indiana,
D

0.,
Do..

| RG] C NN

IR

Kentucky:

De.. ...

YEETIEER

1

!

2801
2824 pt

3101

)
3366
anvd
3411

R
3712
371
30
B

i
4154
4312

51w
5113

From Petersburg to City Point. . ..... !
From Petersburg to Weldon. N.C....!
From Hicksford to Gaston, N.C.......
From Portsmouth to Franklin depot.. .
From Winchester to ITarper's Ferry..,

From Ruleigh to Gaston..
From Weldou to Wilmingt

From Columbia to Branchville... ..., '

From Columibia to Newbherry C. M. .,
From Columbia to Winushoro®, .. ...,
From Camden to Junction. . cer
From Charleston to Augusta. ,.......

From Savannah to Macon, ..., PR
From Macon to Atlauta., . .
From Augusta to Atlanta, ...,
From Athens to Union Point, ..
From Atlaata to Newran,,,
From Atlanta to Chattanooga ...
From Kingston to Rome, . ......
From Macon to Oglethorpe .

teaeae

" From Detrelt to New Buflalo... .. ...,
Frota Monroe to Advian. . ..vuuie
From Toledo to Colwater, . vvve, .

am Indianapolis to Madison,..Lo o
som Indianapolis to Anderson., ..,
From Edinburg to Rustiville o, uua,,

" From Springfield to Naples,.ovvanne -

| From Chieago to Elgin,
\ Branch to St. Charle.

' Total distance in cach
State !

DMitess | Miles.
1 |

TR

ps porA ;

Number of tri

weok.

[l A -

Annaal pay.

g

as
g:‘:-'

= Foue
588
888388

g8E88E
288288

-1

-
]
23

t5,818 47

1,750 00 '
1,950 00 |
43,012 60 !
33,600 00 |
17.850 10
41,700 00
2,060 00 !
8,459 00 |
12,000 00
930 00 ,
2,500 00 1

20,134 00
1,465 00 ¢
3,879 00 |
7,457 00

026 0
L,671 00 .

] i
£ !
AR
E] |
£ |
< )
S

|

i

|

$57,915 00
b
i
113,430 04
i

71,055 00

05,678 80
44,700 00
i

16,025 00

119,039 00

[l

JLAR2 0

10,054 00 |

b
i

6,614 00 ¢
i
8,840 00 ,

Rewnavks.,

additional tripsthree
months in the year.

6 additional trips during
navigation.
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D—-leroad aerrwe—Contmued

§ | £ 2 <
z @ 0 E :
Stat s L EEY ; TS
ates., -4 " in - 5 > 35}
4 Ternini. P 2% : 4 EX 23 Rewarks.
£ == - = 2
2 : | =% 2R 3 2
= | £°|E £ £
—— z, . ) = z « <
) e . Mileso | Dliles.
Tennessee. ..o.....! G473 From Charleston to Dalton.. ... PR *40 41; 7 $1,714 40 1,714 40 ‘
Alstama.. ..... H301 Froa Montgomery te Wost Pui
e 01 nt, Ga.; 88} 14 24,337
Do.....oovil 5557 | From Decatur to Tuscumbia. .. oo 3 [ 1,848 &
teqlaniny - . vs o 23,180 5
Mississippi TTRPEN biod From Jackson tohcksburg..........l 45 7 4.600 Cv 4‘.6103 U):;
Louisiana. ........ 6105 From New Orleans to Lafavette ....... 2 a 3 130 00 13 00 G0 !
8.216.5 11,020,170 70 |
. _ ‘ i ! e
* Eathaated.
‘8. DL TJACOBS, Kirar Aiivirar Dosimastsr Goneral,
.
Steamloat seroice us in operation on the 1ot of Ostolers, 1801,
g : 3
f i1 f
- 4 Y '
Stite. i3 ' Ternuirte : = z : Reanaiix.
DL ¢ e =
b g B
S e i i
New Hampshive.. 200 Fron Wei™s Rridge to Conto sy :
and Woltboroo o ovovaiiiin e oo, 8 $100 (0
——— ————— 100 00
Massachusetts,.., 401 ' me New Bediord to Nantachein . [ G UK e eseess From Novewbeor 25 to Maich
. | : 23, trom Wood's Hela to
: i i Nantucket only, by <t
. boat and packet slteriute.
Do..vvvvrs 516 From Fall River, via Nowjest. R | ' Iy Nocontiact,

wNew Yak, NoY. .o . A P R U]

Y ———— 4,500 00
[N U] T
61 hooo 00
VU w ) Treoe
evererene X ZOK0 0 L Phiing aavigaetion, 19 times
. anweek to AMoavy; theoee
G Liey 4 wes k to Trax,

New Yorkooovor 8017 From New Vork to Stonitgten, Cto..,
Douvvsansss 802 From New York to Norwiel. Cr...
Do.cvvovrss 8RB From New York to Tor
Docevrenns 8 Froa New York to Ml

6 1o

Do~ 812 Frow New York to Port Rickmend. ... i

Do. 813 From Dunkirk to Cleve.and, oo 60 2,000 0

Do. w43 From White Huil 1o ¥t, Jolins. ¢ .umd.l 6 80000 L Guing navigation
Do. 1121 . Fron Salubeia to Geneva. Ve 120 2064 00

Do. 1216 From Lewistown to Ogde xmn.u. . 6 S 00 e Daring navigation,
Do....ooovs 1246 Frow Intica 10 Cayuga...vvy.. [ PR (IR LI 3

———— 347

e U

%6
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E—Steamboat service—Continued.

|
|
|
|

. ‘= E-3
%: i , - é'
H ! 48 [ Tu |
] ks : 2 o .
Stato. 3 Termioi. : . g é °g g |
K] Ea .l = !
3 e | 2% |25 3
E 2 33 (§°) § |
2 z g & g
R o R a e “ - i
Miles, ‘ Miles, !
NewJersey......!| 1804 | From New York to Keyeport, N. J.... ' ”‘.’8 l m" 3 $300 00 ;
. _ | o, !
Ohio............| 2054 | From Buffilo, N. Y., by Clov.land, » T
Obio, and Toledo, to Detroit, Mich. . Br 3 vl T 1,616 08

Do..iveuie

4 2240 | From Cincinnati to Maysville, Ky
0. 1uees ‘

2297 | From Cleveland to Buflalo, N. ¥

Virginia.........

b1 T TN
Do.........
Do ivviine

612,000 00
518,000 00 .,

24,516 28

Remarks,

During - *vigation. Mail car.
Yiva . one cent per lotter,
and half a cent per news-
paper. Pay es-imeted from
the returns made by post-
masiers for the 1st quarter
of the fiscal year 1831, ex-
cept postmaster of Toledo.
No returns having been
received from that office,
the estimate s made from
the last fiscal year ending
June 30, 1851,

«' Dwring navigation,

$1,000 per month during nav.
igation—say cight vionths
in the year.

2000 00 |
1,600 00 [
%000 00 : .
2 R W e . £o eman

2469 From Nortolk to Eastville.c.oovviauen, 57 2 LT W
2676 - From Whecling to Parkersburg, . 96 S 2,500 00
: _— - 29,254 00
North Carolina...’ 28253 ' From Wilmington to Charleston, 8. C.. 180 . T aT, 000 vy
(part.y |
Do..vvenii 2868 From Franklinz Depot to Plymouth.. ... 108 ..., 3 493 00 i
: ! —— 286 —————— 37,805 00 |
South Carol’r ., 5188 | From Chaileston to Savaunah, Ga.....' 10 e 714,000 00
Do....vveve, 8222, From Charleston, by Beaufort, to Sa.
; t vamnab, Gauvevraenens [ 160 Loolue - 1 1,800 W0 ;
i i 270 e 15,300 00
Geotgid.ovveue,. 8251 . From Savannah to Pilatka, Fla....... 868 L.aiiaenes 2 7,450 00 ;
Do...vv.iit 3418 From Savannah to New York, N. Y. .. 800 PPN 1 4,160 00, .
| —— ], 138 ——— 1,510 00
Flovida ......... 8509 ' Frow Pilatka to Mellonville...\a\..\0s 130 Lo 11,5000
Do.... . 3340 ; From Chattahoochee to Apalachicola. . 150 coivieines (H) 600 OV |
! - — Com00 00t
Michigan......vv. 3701 From Detroit to Buftalo, N. Y........ 6 10,000 00 I
Do....... .. 3707  From Detroit to Sault Ste. Marie..,, .. 1 200 00 ,........... During navigation.
Do..ovevens 3780 From Grand Rapids to Grand Haven., 3 16000 ',.... +vv During navigation.
Do.ovevvits 8793 | From Grand Haven to Milwaukic, Wis, ' B 960 00 “.....v.. 0ol During navigation,
) . ———— T — 11,320 00 |
HOIUT SO, .. 4307  From Milwaukie, Wis.,to New Bufialo, ' ! :
B | | M) e 6 7,500 00 1 e During navigation
———— 53 - 7,500 00
Wisceasine,ooves 118 | From Milwaukie to Sheboygan. .., ... B ... siens 3 L LI T During navigation.
: e e o0 e s
Missouri...... vve 1820 | From St. Louis to New Ovleans, La... 1,250 . 61,480 00 ..., ... Service engaged by the tip.
Do.vveeesss, 4832 Frous St. Louis to Keokuk, lowa 200 6 7,800 00 ,

Kentucky " 5101 | From Louiwille to Cincinnati, Ohio. .. 142 ‘
Do, . 5102 ° From Louisvilly to Now Orleans, La... LS e

Do... 5108 From Loulsville to St. Louis, Mo.; i :
from Loufsville to Cairo, 1ll.; from

St. Louls, Mo., to Calvo, 111..,,. ...

'
'

|
143 . From Nashville to Mcmphis, ..o,y

Tenmossee, oo

* 3ix trips per weok 8} months; 3 trips per week 8} months.
t Three tiips per week 7 months to St. Louis; 2 trips per week 3 months to Cairo;

t Two lri{)

7 10,600 00 .
T 440000 ..., .
; i
'
) 15,000 00
———— T4, 00

2 (0 00

¥,000 00

Service engaged hy the trip.
i
i Service engaged by the trip.

|

8 per week 8 montha; 1 tiip per week 4 montha.
trip per week 6 months from St. Louis to Calvo.

‘G ON '00(!
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E-b‘tmmboat aerwe—-Cm .inued.

- - ———

-
'R
| e — &
b £ & 2
{3 s B, :
, i< B2 <5l . R
State. : 3 Termini, - z g T l & ig Remarks.
| X z = R =N
' BB LY
D ” o | 5 (3‘ i i ! -
; ‘ ;
Alabarna........ 5502 From Stocktor to Mobile 788,000 00 Und
5502 From Stockton to Mobile.. ........... ‘ er coach voutrat.
Do..vivunes 5340 hom Gunter's Landing to Decatar., ., .| ¢ f 4:225 0w reT eoach voutit
i

|
Mlsslmppl.. r 5711 From Vicksburg to New Orleans, La..

Do. . ' 5714 From Vieksburg to Yazoo c.iy........
i 5%1 From Little Rock to Napoleon....... .:

o| Service engaged by the tip.

3 1,4") 00

UL |

’

Do........ .: 6924 From Batesville to Memphis, Tenn. . : ;' 7,000 00 ' 2¢ :

i H

l e 19,000 00 ° ;
Louvisville....... 6101 Prom New Orleans to Mohile, Ala..... 726,175 00

Do........." 6102 From New Osleans to St. Francisville. . 3 : Service engaged by the teip, N :

. Frem New Orleans to Shrevesport.., ; _', Service engaged by the tiy,

From New Orleans to Corington...... 3 :

i i '

TeXas...uuenas l 62311 From Indianola to New (¥leans, La... 1 !
(su X ,

Do..... vel 6201 Frmu Brazos Sar Jago to New ()rh'ane, | i '

i“‘-‘“’z’ ............................... 115,000 00 ;

Do......... 6202 From Galveston to Hovston.... ... . 2, 50,00 0 !

o o .

, . 13,411 5:6 i {

* 8ix trips per week ¢ months; 2 trips per week 3 months.
S. Do JACOBS, Firct Asistant Postuansts v (o rads

R VAR T TR R T A AT Y S - . o T R A N B e s s

F.

United States mail service abroad, as in operation on the 1s¢ of October, 1851.

No. of: Polnts. Distance.  Numiber of trips. Contractors. , Anuual pay. Pemacks.
route.! ' . i ;
- 'Ml‘[hl. ' - - o
1 New York by Southampton, Eng- 2,79 Once « month, ..., Ocean Steam Navngatuon $200,000  Unde- coniract with the Postmaster
Jand, to Brewen laven, Germany. Company, C. H. Sand,’ Gene: 1, agreeably to act of Con-
i president. B greas of 2farch 3, 1845,
2 Charleston, South Carolina, by Sa- 669 . Twice amonth, ..o M. C, Mordecai,vuven, 50,000 Under contrac. with the Postmaster !
vannah, Georgia, and Key West, q Genoral, agr-eab,, to octs of Con- !
i Florida, to Havana, Cuba. . ' %esln of March 2, 1847, and July 6 |
. : ' 848,
3 ' New York to Havang,Cuba; thence |
to New Orleans, I‘,“l'“m and l,%] Twice a month, ., ‘ George Law, M. 0. R'?"' l]? 290, 000 l:léilrxec?:‘;u)d:;l]eﬂ:ley f:c::m;);‘ 8
(é\:::mi‘l:\ ana to Chagres, New 1,200 erty, and B. R. Mellvain, N Congress of March 3, 1847,
4 Astoria, Urcgon, by Umqua City, — 4,20 Twice a month,,.. Pacific Mail _Steamship ~ 348.250 ~ Under coitract with the Se retary z
Sun Francisco, Califoraia, Monte- Company, Willlam I, of the Navy and Postmaster Gen.  ©
ey, and San Diego, to Panama, © Aspinwall, president, eral, agiceably to acts of Congrexs
New Grenada, ‘ of March 3, 1847, and March 3, ¥
. 1851,
&  New York to Liverpool, England.. 8,100  Twice a monti for E. K. Colliny, Jax, Brown, 393,000  Under contract with the Secretary
- . 8 mouths, & once st Stewart Browa. , of the Navy, agreeavly to act of
a monlh residue : C ingre=s of March 3, 1847.
of ye!
8 New York, by Cowes,to Havee, £,270 Oneea montla . Ocenn Steam Navigation 130,000  Undoer contract with the Postmaster
France. Company, M. Liviagston, Ganeral, agreeably to act of Con-
agent, gress of \(nreh 8, 1845,
Panazn 2 Chngres, oo 60 Twice A month, ey vievseniinnsiisinia., 40,387 Service performed I») the New Gre-

nadian government, under trcat).
at a stipulated price per trip, ac
, . cording to the weight of the maH.

8. D. JACOBS, IFrri Avcistsnr Poctapysrer Gensral. §




Doc. No. 2.

G.

g

Table showing the total annual transportation of mails, and the total
annual cost of transportation for the last tem years—1842 to 1851 —

1 both inclusive, also the amount of cost per mile.

e e e )
Year. Aggregate total an- Aggregate total an- | Amount per
nual transportation. © nual cost of trans- | mile.

i portation. :
18‘2a--cono-c-.na--cnl...ono! 3"835)991 9,110,783 j 8-'
1843 ...... crecssseracirrannsl 35, 262, 805 2,976,281 8.4

‘ 35, 409, 624 2,968,205 | 8.
35, 634, 269 2, 905, 501 8.2

.’ 18‘6 $s8secsccesncessitsensy . 37’898'41‘1 2’716,673 7.‘,

f lu? LRI R R BRI B Y N BB N ) 38’&7,8% 2,453,(”1 6.

1848 .. .. iiiiiiiiiiienananaes 41,012, 579 2, 549, 266 6,2
IB49 ... iiiiiiinct e 42, 544, 069 2,745,720 6.4
1860 ....covveienicnnnninanns " 46,541,423 3,095, 974 ‘ 6.6
L. 1 58,465,721 ! 3,870,691 7.2

; _ ~

! S. D. JACOBS,

First Assistant Postmaster Gruerel.

II.

Statement showing the amount paid for mail transportation, and the net
| revenue arising from postages in each State, and Territory for the fiscul
. year ending June 30, 1851.

' [| R '

,i States and Tor- Amount paid.' Not revenue.| States and Ter- IAmount paid. Nct revenue.

i ritovios. ! ritories.

3‘ e 4 e e oo e e+ e i-. — =] e e . ‘ ——— -
Maine.......... $16,690 25; $89,761 92 ‘ Illinois....... .. $156,685 71 $115,181 53
New Hampebire. 27,662 00' 59,902 20 || Wisconsin...... 34,789 77 60,725 35
Vermont........ 50,643 93 568,965 44 |' Jowa.......... 24,850 05 26,568 K
Massachuasctts. .. 132,164 84 858,120 72 |i Missouri....... 101,813 23 83,787 95
Rhode Island ... 12, 20 39,328 34 : Kentucky...... 87,121 70 86,472 49
Connecticut..... 62,176 13; 110,971 8t |} Tennessee..... 74,142 59 64,183 84

, New York...... 324,970 14; 988,977 13 | Alabama...... 143,798 70 75,937 75
New Jersey. ... 42,818 37| 66,156 20 | Mississippi..... 84,256 88 55,536 01
Pennsylvania.... 146,105 64| 896,699 91 [ Arkansas...... 61,244 90 17,215 o5
Delaware ....... 6,489 87| 12,621 88 || Louisiana...... 68,464 61 116,936 0
Maryland ...... . 148,150 971 121,864 61 |! Texas......... 114,741 83 28,474 12

{ Dist. of Columbia . ... veseesssl 11,109 43 || California....,. 111,515 87 227,152 82
Virginia........ 169,887 83 141,579 13 [ Oregon..... 0,875 80 5,982 51
North Carolina.., 154,977 40! 49,647 07 | Minnesota ..... 1,102 Ry 1.874 1}
South Carolina.., 108,488 80 76,108 62 | Now Mexico... 360 00 245 6K
Gmh ..... o 146,772 941 101,749 42 | Utaheooociainlinsceanennns 718
Florida......... | 31,701 55 13,708 24 | Ncbraskareeson.lsovnennsnres 25 17
Ohlo............ 138,886 32 286,311 24 | i
Michigan....... 89,634 58 62,387 69 | '

' Indisna......... 76,225 82' 83,688 03 || Total amount. 2,933,507 814,055,915 30

! : : :

S. D. JACOBS.

First dssistant Lostmaster cneral.



