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Sm~ The number of m!l.il routes within the Puited 8tntes, at tho rlose 
nf the fisral year ending on the 31Jth of June last, was. 5,590; &be ag .. 
gregate lcn~b of sudt routes was 17~,67~ miles; aud the number of cou­
tra<'tors employed thereon, 4,700. 

The anunal transportation of the mails on these route.~ was 4G,5.tl ,423 
ntiles, at an auuual cost of $:!,7~4,4~6; ·naking the average cost aLout 
five cents an<l eight and a half mills per mile. 

The iucrca5e iu the number of iulaml mail routes during the year was 
•3~~-; the iucrense in the length of mail rouces wa~ 1 H,Hfm miles; and the 
~tlllliWI trausportation of the year excct~ded lla:tt of the previous year by 
~~,~~~17,:J5.t miles, at an increased c.ost of $31:!,HO. 

'rhc mail service iu Valifl>ruia and ( )rpgon, having hct>n irregular in 
its perftmnnn~e, and imperfectly reported to the department, has uot •.ICeU 
•..:mhraced in the tilregoing statemeurs. 

There were, on the 3Uth of Juue last, fh•c fi,reign mail routes, of the 
a~gregate length of };),07H miles; and the aunu:tl price of the transpor· 
tatiou thereon, payable by this dcpartmcut, was $~0·1,506; Lciug o.u ill· 
erease of $S,Sl4 ou the cost of the preceding year. 

There ~hou!J he added to the cost of trausportation, ns above stated, 
the expense nf mail messengers, oml local and route agents, (whkh ex· 
pcn~e is chargca!Jie to the transportation fund,) and which fi,r the last 
tiscal year aruouulcd to $l0i,U-1~; ueiug nn in(·rcn>~e nf $45,.j~!9 on the 
c xpcnses of the mail 1ue~scugers, aud local uud ron tc agents, for the pre· 
··crliug year. · 

Tlw inrrcasc of onr mail ~ervic.1 filr the last fisral yP.ar, over tl1e ycnr 
prccf~Jiug, Wal-l ahout H ,J.JO per ccut., awl the increa.-,t~ iu dw total cust 
WHS auotlt J:~ j.JIJ pel" CCilt. 

'rho ~xtcut aurl r:o:'t of such ~en-i~'n ~·r th(l last year, its clivisiou among 
the ~tatcs nnd Tcrritc:rics, arul its comparison with thnt of the prer.ccJing 
ynnr, will more fully appc~nr hy the accompanying report of the J-'irst As· 
~Si~o;tant Pn!lltmnstnr ( :BIJf•ral. 

'!'he number· of postuml!ltcrs appointed dnrins dw yr.ar endiug June 30, 
J S.jO, WM 6,518. Of that llllllliJcr, 2,fJHII wcro upporn~ml tn fill \'Ut:auciml 
11ccasioned by re~~iguntion; ~:J:J to till vncttndcR occasioned hy tho dert1aso 
of thP- prcviou .. hr~ltllllwJJI"; ~~;~ on u dmug~ nf thfJ flitPs nf thn offi~c" 
fi•r which they were nppoiutcd; 1 ,1-H 011 tho rclllo·.-al uf their prodC':el· 
::;or~; and l,niU were appoi11tcu on the r·stablhduncut of new office~. 

'l'ho whoJ,.: JIUJU~cr of JlOHt o{fices iu the Vuitcd Statr:s ut &he cud or 
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that year WDft 1S,.tt1. There wne 1,97'9 p>st nmces et~labli~f•cd: antl 
309 discontinued, during the year. 

The posunasters and other ag.ants of the df'p..1rtm~nt have, with ft•w 
exceptinn111 pertt1rmed their dotiex with fidelity and promptness, and main­
&aioed the credit of the dl"partmeut ilr efficiency a11tl ortefuluess. 

1'he failures o( connexion which have from time to time occurrccl o11 

some of the routes have caused much inronveuieuce and anuoyance. 
It is ho~, however, that the renewed retauirenaent of the return~ of 
weekly and monthly registers of the arril'als and departures, by the l'Ot't· 
masten at the ends of each route, which ure uow regularly made tu the 
department, uud the efficient action of the ;ncreascd number of special 
agents, will render these irregolarites IelSs frequeut. 

1~he 'ross revenue of the dt>partment ftlr the year ending June 30, 
1850, was ~5,552,~il 48, derh~d from the t<•llo"'i&Jg sources: 
Prom letter postage, iududiug foreign postage, and 

stamps sold - - - • 
Prom newspaper aud pamphlet postage 
From fines - - - -
Prom miscellaneous items 
Prom receipts on account of dead letters 
Prom the appropriation made by the 12th section of tile 

act of 3d March, 1847, for 'the franked matter uf 
the depnrlments 

$4,575,663 86 
9l~J,4t'S5 9.J 

3800 
3,048 66 
1,7-18 .to 

200,000 00 

From this sum should be 4leducted the amount recei,•cd 
during the yenr for British postages which are pay· 
able to that governmemt under the postal conven­
tion of December, 1848 147,013 at; 

Leaving for the gross rel·enue of the year 

The expenditures (l{ the year were as follows. 
For the transportation of the mails • • 
For ship, s~amboat, and way-letters 
For compensation to postluasters 
For wrapping paper • -
Por ofiice Juruuurd 
For advertising 
Jo,or mail-bag• 
For blank• 
For mail locka, keys, and stamps .. -
For mail depredatious u11d special agent• 
For clerk• for offices, (otfice1 of po1tma.-tera) 
Jo.,or mi~eeUaneoua item• • • 
For po1t offieo laws aud re¥ulation1 • · • 
For repayment uf money tound ill d"ad lettttr• 

5,552,971 48 

• t2,965,~~ a& 
40,543 71 

1 ,54~,376 1 ~ 
27,435 53 
6,~5~ 70 

72,6J3 50 
:U,l60 ~2 
ao,639 ~ 
9,392 :iO 

29,725 i\J 
357,935 61 
&\J,0~6 00 
1,722 24 

216 5~ 

6,212,953 43 
=====~ 
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f~avin$, as the exeesa of the groa reveaeue over lbe &K· 
peu4llures of the year, the sum of • • • 

The urulrawn appropriations for thi~ dP-pill'tmeut under 
the l:tda section of the act of 1847, befOre referred 
to, amcmnted, un the :lltth Juue last, (iucludiug the 
$~U,CJU:t embrared in the revenues of the last year, 
aud iududed in the foregoing balance,) to 

The Auditor of the department estimates the balauee to 
the credit of the nwcuue of the department on the day 
hast meutioued, whieh will be ultimately ti•uaad to he 
a\·uilable, (aud which does uot include thej66J,aa5 55 
above ~neutioued,) at -

Making an available b:tlanr.e, from all sources, of 
Out of which there is payable tn thA Oritish 

go,·erumeut fOr (l0l>ta¥es r.olle('ted uuder 
the p<'stal treaty duriug the fiscal year 
cudiug Juue 30, lM~ • $3.'i,661 rm 

Aud duriug the year eudiug June 30, 1850 147,013 3g 

Lea\·iug a ~tt balanee (as ·~~timatetl by the Auditor) of 

$3~0,018 05 

649,165 31 

1,314,720 56 

182,615 04 

1,132,045 to!2 ------··--
l~or a more det:tileJ statement of the fis!~al ~oudition and affairs of the 

deparnncnt, you are respectfully n&rred to the repurt of the Auditor, 
hereto aunexed. 

'I'hc ucw cnntract~ f.lr mait tra.usporL-ttion iu thP- nordwrn se~tion, ~om­
}'Osed of the States uf Maine, ~ew Hampshire, Vermont, M~tssachusetts, 
Rhode Island. Connecticut, :uul Xew York, matle iu the spring of 1~49, 
~hnwed au iw~rease of annual compcusatiou of $96,~SJ ; being an increase 
(.,f mnre thau eighteen per ceut. upon the previnus cost of that section. 

' 'fhe uew cont1acts tuatle under the lettin~s of last sr)riug {or the wc~:~t• 
~rn st•ction of the Union, mul1radug the ~tc1tes uf :\lichigan, Indiana, 
liliuni:;, \\riseousiu, Iowa, lli.ssouri, Keutucky, Tellw~ssee, Alabama, 
.\Jiss:ssipi, Arkausus, Louisiaua, aud Texalo), and the 'rerriturie;,, exhibit 
a l'till greater increase in the :qumal cnst of trau.;()(~rtati,)u iu that se~tiun. 

'J'l1is i11cmase is e ... tiuwtcd iu the •·outraet otlh-c ut .~~:m,mm per auuu1u, 
l1ei11~ ahntlt :~:; per ceut. ach·auce upou the uuuual cost of that ~:o~ecti•Jil 
uudBr tl1e coutra~ts iu ti1rcc up to the fHad of the ;ast fiscal p!.tr. Of 
this, ;thout tl'U aut! four-fifths }14'f ct~nl. is attri!JIItahlo tn tho itl,'ft>asn uf 
8r.td•·•! iu that !ol•~··t1ou, aud ahout fourlt·~ll aud "fll~·fil'dtper cout. t•J Lhc iu­
eJ'!:\sed rate ot' rntupuu:-:atiou prtn:idtd Ji•r iu the~ late f~••lllracls. 

The iw•n!ased eost iu tlw oth;)r )o(!t~llqus of tlw I ~uit~ll, uurJ,~r the cml•·rr-~ 
(t,r tilt! iw\'rovcweut uud t!.\:li'U~iou of 1ho l'ltf\'i('t! ''" t;"'i.,.tiu~ wail roUif!s, 
utadll hy tIt' Posttunstcr fiBIJ••r tl, durw~ tr,e first 'l'lilrWr of tlw CUfH!IJt 
fi.,(!;l{ year, Willlltllt'llllt (altd Jcdueti11:; tfw eurtaili!II'Ut.~o~ 

ortleretl) to $1~7170 OIJ 
AwJ ~uuilar or1lers to be m:Hlf-l tluriug til'~ W!otiduo o1 

y•~·•r uwy iu,.r~ase the l'."P«'IISUH • • - !iO,IIOO 00 
'J'Itt• plar:iug of tlw "'te11111 IWIII·par:ket J·'raukliu nu tlw ~ew 

York aud HRnc lirw will add rtw co~t of a llalf·tuourllly 
bue tor ubout lU moutl11 • • • • tJ~,oOO 00 
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The tlelYice in ealiforraia and Ore~on, Sll far 3s reportctJ, 
will cnst fttr tho curn:ut year alJC•lll • - ~ 

The plac•htl( nf the stcnru-packet JlumLnldt on thH ~C\V 
Yttrk und H;~\·rc liuP., oud the JtUUing iu operation of 
the uew flllltt·s c~tuLlished at the la."1 ses. ... iuu, !'u far 
ns it ~an hn dout! within the reumiauJ~r nf the currt:tll 
\"Cilr, iu uccurdnu~·" wirh the recJnirolll !lltl' of tim law~ 
iegulnriu~ the Jt!partmeut, will probably acJJ to tht t!X­

pcuses of tht! p·ar 20,000 fi(J 
=~=---·= 

Tile esrirnnres upon this item, nnd that of the additional scn·ic~ p·t to 
be onlureJ, me m<u.J,. npnn \·try uneertaiu data. lnclecd, the exteut am) 
cost of the anail :sen-icc, ns well as the rc\'cuucs of thit-t tlcpanmelll, ur'~ 
subject to cnuMuut tlnctuntion~, anc.l the Lest con~ic.leretl autlm,>.st careful 
estimates can fumi~!a only a reasouublc apprnximutiuu to the actual n·­
sults. 

The cxpcuditures fi>r the rnrrent year are estimated as follows: 
The auuual expeuses of trausportation, (forei~n uud iu-

land,) as h stood at the r.lose nf th~ la.-.t fiscal year - $3709579'i -1 00 
Additional cnst in western sei•tiou under coutrdcts which 

weut into dlect July I, lSo'lU -
Cost of imprun~tuents iu other· sc~tious ordered in the 

first quarter nf the current year 
Cost of illl)'ftl\'elllt!lltS toLe IW.tdc nuder s:n,ilar oruers Ju-

ring the resill ue uf the year - - - -
Expeuso of stemuer l·,rauldiu on the Xe\\' York nml Ihne 

hue 
Sen·icc in Calift,rnht and OrPg"u nlreauy rttlOrtt-J 
Co~t of new routes :uul ~teamer Htuuhul:lt 
Expense of puLiishing a re\'i:;.ed Jist of p •st oifkcs and 

p•Jstmaster:-, aud a uew ctlitiou of the laws aiJd rPgu­
latious, wilh a 1uap to accnmpauy the latter - • 

Expenses of last year umler the heads of CtllHpeusation to 
posuuastl•rs; wmppiug- paper; otlke fnruitur•J; udn:r-
tisiug; mail-lmg-s; blauks; mail-Joek.•, koys, uud ~lmup..;; 
mail dcpredatious aud speci:.tl U3tHlls; clerks ft•r nJliel•:o;, 
(offices of postuu~t,~rs,) and lui~et·lluueous itetus; with 
eleveu per <~ent. added, (suda exptmst·s rwct•s,nrily iu-
creasiug with tho iucrea~c of tho rcrcuue uml geucral 
sorvicc)-

~3G,GU6 OU 

12,4;0 00 

50,000 Ut• 

62,!iUCJ OU 
~U,-170 Ult 
~U,OliO OU 

2,4·17 ,J !lU 90 

ti,UI9,8o<J \iO 
------~ --------

'ro mettt these cxperutitnrc·!o(, tflt, 1lepartnwnt mul't J'f•!y 011 the receipts of 
postage!!, the nmlual upprnpriutiou of ~~\JII,IlOi) uudcr the twlllfH1 sc,~tion 
of the act of u;.t7, whkh has ht!t.>ll heli110 J'Ciim<!tl to, UUll the tritiing llP· 
propriatiou mmle at tlw lust sessiou ,,f ()t•ll:!l'css liS a c'olllJit~ll~auou Ji1r tlw 
trnusportalinu of' the umtlor stut fn·~.: thwugh the mails uuJor dw ucL fur 
takiu~ the ~tlVt•urh c•nusus. 

Bufnro gh•iug nu ~sti111atB of t!Hl rcJ\'''IIIW nf tilt• <'nrrcnt year, it b prnpcr 
to remark thnt uo reliahlo estilllutu llf tlw rt'cc·ipts ft•ntu pn1-lu~o cau hr­
made. 'fho inercnse ft,r the yunr l!IHiiu~ J 1111e :m, H ... ~;, was 11 :lj lOH 
:per cent.; for the )'cur cudiug June :JU, H"l..,, oulr 1 4~·106 per C{;Jlt.; JJ.u\.1 
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for the year ending June 30, tst9, 14 20 100 per eent.; being an avera~ 
for the three yelli'S of 10 96-100 per eent.; aud thl" iucrcn!'e fc,r the year 
endin~ June 30, 1810, ezcludiug the balauec» in favor of (ircat Britain, 
was 14 5-8 per cent. ' 
It is believed that the postages nf the current )·ear will 

show an increaR ewer tho"c of the last year of at least 
ll per cent., and amount to • - eG,fl9<J,GIG 2S 

)).:duct British pos\llges, estimated at 145,.,..MJ OU 

Add the appropriations for the franked matter of the de­
partment, aud the appropriation fc.1r the pn~tagc of census 

5,~54,616 ~~ 

matter - 212,000 Ocl 

Making estimated revenues 
1-,rom whicb deduct estimated expenditures 

• 6,1f.6,6Jft 2"1 
• ·6,019,809 9U 

146,806 38 

The conveyance of correspondence between this and forei~m countries, 
nnd between the Atlantic and Pacific portions of the United States, ha~ 
become a largP. and important branch of our mail sen·ire. 'J'I1e menus 
pro\"ided for this conveyance consist of sixteen swam-ships now in artual 
:-en·ice, with four more to be added uuder the exisrimr coutracts. Con· 
m•cted with this scn•ice is the land service across the Isthmus of Panama, 
which is performed by the gm·erurneut of New Grnuatla, under a treaty 
proYiding a stipulated compcn'sation, according to the weight of the mails. 

'rhe whole duty of the ~o,·ernment iu regard to our corrcspoudeuce 
with forehm countries is not discharged by simply providihg nud super­
,·isiug the mwus of cou\·eyau~e. Arrangemeuts should LP- made with 
the countries to which our steam-ship Hues extend to specify and secure 
mutual aud satisfactory terms for thf' interehange of mails, and fOr the Ull· 

iutermpted transit of our corrf'spondcnc(', in the mails of those countries, 
to the countries beyond. \Vith Gcrmauy such arrau~emeuts have been 
already made. They yet remain to be mlju:-;tt~d with 1-'rawc; but the sub­
ject is uow in charge of our diplomatic rqm!Se11tatin~s, allll all early nJHl 
faYornble termination of their llt-6--otiations is .mtiripatlld. 

In respect to our r.orrespoudence with the \\est IJHli~~ and s .• uth 
America, some specific arrangement is desirable; aud tlw l'arly pas~a:.;e of 
a joiut resolution o( Congress authorizing this dcpartmeut to tal\l' Juea­
sures to secure ~ueh an arraugcment is reconm1endcd. 

'l'he mail service in Cnlitomin and On•gon, nnd espcrially in the for­
mer, i~ still in an uuscttlcd state and but partially reported, so that rut 
sati,fa('tory ttntement in rcgnrd to it cuu hu ~uL111ittcd. Suffil'lieut time 
to cornmuuicute with the agent laNt appoiut<'d to take charge of the Vali­
fomia service hns not yet elapsed r-inc.."C his appoiutrneut; but his report 
upon the prc8eut ~rudition of the s••n·ire ia tlwt State may '"~ c.x1~ctcd 
nt nn early day. In addition to th(~ dillkultic8 iucidnut to the Jww and 
very p11<'uliar state of ntf.1irH in that dil'taut 1·•·~iou, thew nre mauy that 
rP~nlt from the want of prnpN CXJII•ri••JWP nud sl;ill 011 the part of those 
to whom the man:~gr.nw•1t of pnl't:tl affairs iu that !oP~tioll of thP- couutry 
hm; llt'f"('ss:uily IWIJII coufidt>•l. The upJxtilltrW!fll of a l)t'!•'ltr l'~tl-lllla~t' r 
Gcw.:rul nml au Auditor tfJ fl!•iJc iu Califumia, as }'f''l'"~•!U by a !Jilt r·~· 
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ported at the lnst aeMion, miJht aid in Jemoving sol'l'e of the diftirulun, 
bat would give an orpnizataon whieh would sever that aerYiee from the 
lei'Vice in other (1Drts of the Uuiou, and is liable to other objectinna. It 
is, therefore, respecd'uUy suggested that impnn"Panent, ·~teo•, eoouomy, 
and effir.iency would b8 sonuer introduced if Congress abould auihoria 
the t•ostmaster Geu~ral to oond kmporarily to the Pacific coast ara olicer 
of the greatest knowledgu and experieuee in mail arraugements and in 
the prinr.iples and rules of the department goven•ing the making of cnn. 
traclB, fOr the purpose of being there associated with the local agent in 
organizing the service at the outset, oud plaeiug it on B proper basis ilr 
the future charge and manapmeut of such local agent. If. the l~alagenc 
is to be continued in charge of the service, bia salury should be ill­
creased to au amount beucr correspoudiug with the high prices prevailing 
in CalifOrnia. 

In view of the time required to communicate with Onogon and our 
newly acquired territories, the following modification of the post office lawat 
is urgently recommeudt'd: 

1. 1,hat the contract and fiscal year fl,r the Post Office DeJX»rtment, in 
respect to the service in Valift•ruia, Oregon, New :\texico, and t:tab, be 
chauged, and that it eonunencc aud end three mouths earlier than fOr the 
rest of the Uuion, so that d1e returns, accounts, and all other s&atemeuts 
for the last qucu·ter of the fiscal yt!nr in that p:,rtiou of the Uuiou can be 
made to the Geueral Post Office in Washington iu time, a&i.er beiug duly 
audited, to be embraced iu the ammal reports ~ubwitted at the opeuiug of 
Congress. . 

2. That allthority be given to the special agent in that ('.Olllltry to open, 
at San Francisco, the dead letters returned from the offices iu Califomia 
and Oregon, and there dispose of them, ns is now done at the General 
Post Office, under such regulations and restrictions as the Postmaster 
neueral may prescribe. Por this purpose, a clerk or clerks, with suitable 
salaries, should be allowed to the special agent. 

A cousidemble reduction of letter postage, and dae adoption of a uni­
form inland rate, ur~ desired by a large portion of the people "f the United 
States. Juterestiug aud able repol'ts, recoum1cndmg ditlereut degrees of 
reduction, were made, hut not acted upon, at the last io!C$sion of Vougre~s. 
1,he subjet•t will doubtless again engage the attention of Congress at its 
approaching session; and, with an t.mruest desire that our rates uf postage 
may be reduced to the lowest puiut that is practicah\e without calling for 
a contribution from the treal'ury heyoud whut a;houhl be puit.l fi,r the trans· 
mission aud delivery nf the ,,Lfieial nud public curw~pl>udeuc ..... , I recom. 
mend that the iulaud lt~tter po1-tage be reduced to thl'ee cents the siugle 
lcrter when prepui,J, aud be fixed ut the unift,rm rutc of five ecuts wlum 
uot prepaid; alJ(J, ul~o, that the Postmaster General bu rcquir•~d to reduce 
this propnid rate to two cents thfl ~:~iugle letter wh·~mwcr jt ~:~tmll be ascer· 
taiUCU that dte ftiVCUUes of the uepaa·tttlt'llt, :•ftcr the fCUUC\ion!' DOW 

recommended, shall havo t•xcoedcll its expcuditurljs by more than five 
per ceut. fr,r two consecutive fis<'nl year!'. I nl~o~•> rccuumwud thut the 
JlO&tage to California aud Oregon ho gro..ttly rllduccd, uud tiJUt the posta~f.> 
chnrgod on other sea·going lotters hu nmdo more !.dmJ•Ic aud uniform. 
With tho uumeruus rnws uow chnrged-t~omo with nud ~ome without 
the addition of the inlund rutcs--r.oufm,iou nnd lll'!ltuke aro frc•tueut 
aud uuu\'oidable. 1 thert:fore recommend thnt twouty ceutti tht: ~;iugle l~t· 
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W he ebn~ on nil ,.n~pnndenf"e In an«11in:n thr. Pn,.ifie ,.,')a~t, Soauh 
Amerita, tho Easten1 Continent and it." i!dand!ll, arul P'int!t br.ynnd either; 
a11d ten .-.enta the aiugl~t lettt-r on all other sea-rcninsr let~, withnnt the 
aup!radditinn of inl•nc! postage in suy ease-ex~t-fllimr, hoWP.ver, all ea.._·~ 
where meh sea pnsta~ have been or Mill be nclju~ted at didt!I'"Dt ratH 
by pll'tal lft'lll)· already ronrludod or hemafler to be mrule; and rower 
•huuld be ~Yf'n tn the llostmaotter UP.n~ral, by and with the advif".tl ancl 
ooueent of the l~itlcnt of rhe t ~ nited States, to rednre nr "nlarge the aea 
rate!~~, •-ilh the view ofmakin, better postalllln.nllP.mentR with other ..,y. 
ernanents, or oounterarting any adverse measure!! affecting our postal in­
teJ"COnrse with other countries. 

I also recommend that the provision which ian~ an additional half­
cent postage upon newspapers sent more than tAle hundMI mile!', and out 
of the State where th~ are mailed, be repealed, so as to lean the uni· 
ilnn inlaud postage ou newspaper~ sent &o subscribers from the oftlce of 
publication at one cent each. 

The pot'tage upon pamphlet&, periodical!', and other p:inted matter, 
(except newspapers,) may he simplified and somewhat reclured with act­
vantage tn the department. Two cents &lr the pRtnphlet or periodical of the 
weight of two ounees or less, and one cent ti•r e\·ery additional onn•"e or 
fraction of an ounce, is tec!ommended u the inland rate upon all pam­
phlets, periodicals, and other printed matter, iuste:•d of the pl't"Sf'nt rate of 
two and a half eents for the first ounce, and ouc cent ft,r cn•ry additional 
ounre or fractional part of an ounce. For the sca-goin~ charge ou sur.h 
matter, and on newspapers, twire thP- inland rate to aud from dtP points to 
which it is proposed that the letter po~tage shall he u·n c.-nt~, and four times 
the inland rate where the letter rate is twenty r.ents, is deem{>el a jn!lt and 
proper rate. 1'his would, iu sonte cases, increase the postage on primed 
matter sent to the Pacific coast, and by our other sea liues, where the 
postage is not already fixed t.v posbll arranl!enw r; but the postage to 
California, as above proposed, would hardly ••qnal the prir.e nnw charged 
by private expresses for the conveyance of the same we1ght, in packages 
of less than one hundred })()tmds, to San 1-'mucis:·o. 

It, will be perceived that the reduction proposed in the po~tage upon 
printed matter is uot large. rrhe reason f()r the gr£>atel rt!ductinn nf letrer 
postage is found in the tiu~t that the rates of po~tage npou priuted matrPr 
are uow exceedingly low, when compared with the letwr rates. 'I' he 
average po~tage on letters is eRtimated at ahout rhrP.e dolltrs uud sixtf~en 
cents per pound, and on newspapers or palllphlt~ts at 1•hnut si:tt('f•Jl Cf'Uis 

per pouucl. Afrer the reductions proposed, tile a\'t-rn~t: iula11d P''""taue on 
lettf'rs will he about $2 50 per pound when uot pr1~paill, aiH.l :S l 50 per 
ponud when prepaid. 

'l'he reductions in postnge now rflcomm('ntlHrl will, if l"rtrriecl out, rn· 
ducc the revormes nf the departmeut f(,r dJf! fir~t thn·,. or four y•mr~. At 
the cud of thnt ~rind, the ruvcuucs of tlw dHpartii•(~IJt, mul(lr tlw rHdnr•·d 
taritf of posta~os, will probably o£Caiu f'lfll:tl it. .. •·~JII'!IIditnrefl. 'l'o nwet 
the deficiency whi~h JUUI't fitlln\\' this relfu,.tiou, tit~ !->IHplu~o~ re\'(>llll~!ol al­
ready UcCUlUUJnted lJlllf hn firtot appJj,.l), IIWf, utter t)Je,_C ~hull huve beflJl 
exhuu~t~Jtl, nn appropriation from the tr•·~tsury will hfl rf'ctnirP-cl, tml•,ss 
Congress Hhall decrn it cxpPdi•·nt to uholito~IJ ''"' f!Xi •tiJHE prh·1IP'Cm• nf "end· 
ing uud recoiviug free matter thrnu"h tho mads, ur to iur•rf>ll!o>fl tho anuual 
appropro1'riutiou now madfJ to tho· dopnrtmcut thr the cou vcyau~o of u 
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JICU1C·f ~---- matf('r to a11Jm equal to the revenuea that would bode­
rived th:i,.!:Nrall true mauer wore eharpd with P.OSI8!8· 

'1'1 e coutit~uaailw of the fra~~ing privilep-a privilege which may be 
J'lO)'M rly eousuJereclas tha pr1valege of the constituent rather than of the 
repre.-entadve-may be dictated hy an eulightened public: policy mad re­
quire :I by the pnhlir. interests; and the sa01e may be said of the privilege 
possessed by uew~raper proprietors of sending and reeeivin~ e.xehan~ 
new!> papers free of postage. But if these privileges are eonunued, it as 
respe:lfnlly submittt:tl that this department should be paid for the eouvey­
ance of the matter sent free under them by an appropriation from the pub­
lic treasury, rather than by a ta.~ ou the private eorrespnndenee of the 
couurry. If a sum equal to the postage whic\1 would be ehurged on aU 
free mauer, were it chargeable with ~e, sheuld be annually ap­
propriated and paid to this department, it is believed that such appropria­
tion and the nceunanlated surplus revenue would enable the department 
to st~staiu itself, nothwithstauding the proposed reduction, or that the 
apprl · priation required would be so inconsiderable as to interpose no serious 
obstacle to the adoption of the measures now re~ommeuded. 

lu case a reduction of postage shall be made, it is sug~ted that it 
shotald only take effect from and after the 30th of June next, that it may 
go mto operation at the commencement of the next fiscal year. 'l'his is 
desirable for the purpose of enabling the department to present the fiscal 
resuJ ts of the reduction with clearueji;s aud accuracy iu future reports, and 
also tor the purpose of giving time to pr~pare the forms, instructions, aml 
blauJ(s which will be necessary in consequence of the change in the rates 
of postage. 

Auy reduction of postage is likely to increase the labor, and reduce, for 
a tillle at lea:-;t, the compensation, of the bevea·ul posttuasters. It is there­
fore recouuueuded that pnwer be gi veu to the Postmaster General to 
iucr(·ase the rates of couunission at the smaller otliccs, .)O as to insure the 
services of competeut uud faithful otficers. 

'!'he term umcsp,p·!r is uot so fuliy defined by the exil'ting laws upon 
that sul~ject as to eunble the department to decide, without embarrassment 
and ditliculty, whether a particular periodical is or is not to be deemed a 
new;paper; and, though various decisions in particular cases have, at 
ditleL·eut tjrncs, beeu 111ade iu the dcparuueut, they have not relieved the 
question from perplexity uud embarrassment. • 

1'1tere was a manifest iucougrnity in the laws establishing the Valifornin 
steam-ship linet~ in providiug tor a cnuveyance of the maillj twice a month 
from New York, New UrJeaus, &c., to Vhagres, and a conveyance of the 
snmn only onee a month from Panama uorth nloug the Pacific coast. 

Sc··on after the close of the last session of Oougress, my ntteutlnn was 
called to this suhjoct by a memorial from the represcutatives in Vougrcss 
frnm th,, State of Vulifornia and 'J'erritory of Oregon, iusistiug thnt u l!lutni• 
moulhly mail service should be regularly orgauized and per!ormed ou the 
J>acitic l)ltrtiou of that important route. 'rlw contractors ou the route had 
alreE1.dy su fur rieluetl to tho cmuplaiuts and wauts of tho public ns to 
take o·~eusiouully n Sllr.owltuouthly mail, hut, fi,r waut of legal authority 
ton; nlw corllpoHHatiou Jor such sorvir.u, Us pol'timuuuce hnd uevor boon 
Jm'1:urly or~alti:r.olt. It wus \'oluutary nwruly, nml ouly or.ca~ionrl. 

' ,lw twli~JJ nl the depurtlllcut wm1 urged iu view of tho proviHiou" nf thH 
rcct•ut ad of ()ougrcs:; ut;d\iug lllt nppl'PJII'iutiou fi1r uctuul uwil svrvicu 
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J"~erfonucd, or to be pe .. •ianncod, by mnil steamer.c; hut I did unt ft.ocl at 
ilJerty to make lUI order which might diven a p.miuu •l( lhat •l,ltropri:atiuu 

to thl' pnyuu~ul of scn·ices unt \\'ithin the coutcmr)lutiuu uf t:nuMrc:" \\'hen 
che nprarnpriatiou \\'as uu1c.le. Auxinu~t, ho\\'e\·cr, to ndiml to ahu uuw 
State tlac l'e•(Ui~ilc mail fitdlilic.·N, un urr.lllgt!meut Wali uaaale with the 
COJilnt.-tor ft•r tho mouthly JUuil hy whicb the additiuual sef\'iet! WB!« 

secured, \\'ilh the expre~s under.uamliu~ uud ngreeaut>ut that the order 
thcn~li•r shuuld cre:tte no Jinhilit)' nf nur kitul ugaiu~t this dcp:utnwnl or 
the gm·erumeut; l11at rile sen·i,•e am},.,rizc.od hy such ordc.~r !iihouhl Ullt IH: 
cou~iden.ad iu fixiug the ruunuut of uur rnmpen~nuon K•r mail ser\·icc hy 
occ.:au stcauu:t'S ftlr whil'l1 auy apprnpriatiuu had becu' tht~retofure made 
by Vougress; aud that the ortler for ~uch -~cn·ic•! was sub ,e'!t to be revuked, 
if Congress, to \\•hich aluue the cnutractnr was to luok fc,r an allow_nucu of 
Jl8)', should disapprove of the same. 'l'ho ns.~ent of the contractors to 
these tenus was n.>tJUired nml obtained as a condition precedent to tht! 
completion of such arr.mgcu.cnt. It remaius klr Cougress t,l adopt such 
measures, in regaN to this tilll•jret, as may bedt.ocrned just and expcdaent. 

'l'he lncks atul keys iu usc upou the mails of the United States have 
JlO\V bccu iu sen· ice tl•r mauy year~; aud the expcriL·Ut·ed officer of this 
department to whose charge this lmmrh ot the scnicc has bceu counnit· 
ted recommends that the sauac !Jc chaugeu. I concur iu tbis rccom­
naeuclatit~u, aud shall ru-k that a sutlicieut appropriatiou for that purpose 
be made by Vnugres~ at the apprnadaiug scssiun. 

'l'lae puLlit>atiou of the list of post utticcs and of a uew edition of the 
law~ aud regulation!', ft•r which au :l}'l'l"~•priation wa.~ made at the la~t 
sessiun, has nut been completed. Tl1e list of otliccs has lweu pr•~p:m .. >t], 
aud i~ priutiug directed; but tlw pri11tiug of the ucw edition nf the laws 
aud regulations has uot yet been nnlen·d. 'J'he delay laa.s been caused 
by the desire to await tlu., action of Vougress UJI•llllh•.: IJills a1ft•ctiug- this 
department which were reponed at the last M!ssion, fil1•l J,y tlw pre~-un~ 
of busiue.s8, which has hitherto ptcveutcd su~h a rc,·i:·iou of t1 c rt•gula­
tious as it was dctnucu cxpcdieut to make before the uew editiou wa:­
oruered. 

'fhc arcommodations filr the post office of this cil.y arc eutircly uu­
sniwd to an oUke of its iaupr•rlatwn, alltl are decidedly discrcdila!Jic to 
tho c..lcparttneut auu the couutry. Some improvcUlCUtH lotcly authorized' 
nml uow in progress, will atfC,rd partial niUl temporary rchef; J,ut other 
arran~cmcuts ot' a perumueut ehuracter should ~>oou be umdc. 'rhc 
roou1s of this dcpartmeut, also, nrc already uurensouubly crowd(~•l, uud 
ndditionnl rooms for the otlkcrs awl clerks nf thts departuwut, uuu of the 
Attditor's oJlice, willsoou be ausolntoly rcquiruc..l. 'J'o utlimJ Imitable 1fc. 
cormuodatioll!J ft1r these and fin the city post oHicc, it is rtJ.S{JCctfully 8UIJ­
mitteu that the coutcmplatud cxteusion of tlw wost wiug- oJ the ( ietwrul 
l'ofolt OlJico uniluiug should ho unthoriZ«Jd, uwl thl'· tlw upper i)o)IJfS iu 
such wiug he assiguo<l to tlw Auditor uud l1is clue!'·"' awJ tiJut tho fir.ttt 
floor b~ devoto<l to the uso of thu city po~t otlico. 

'nw lltws re~ulatiug tho pr;tiou uf tills dofmruwut aJI(l its uflktlTS aro 
Otllfllll'111181 Wel'o pa .. scd at dill(l/'l!llt liiiJI!S, IIIJ' l~illll:tJII IUilllY ob!\uiULP aiJ!l 
enulli 1·1irrgo pro\·i~iiJJIS, Au l!llliw rr·\·i~iou pf tlll!:•n law!-., 111111 tlao f'l~'•!-.ll"'! 
of a ~.ruglo w·t ro11taiuiug- .ill tlw pro\'i ... iiJJJs of law J'elatiu" to this du· 
J>Urluww, Wu11lol aid ull it.., r~Jll""r:o. iu Lit•! tli:--•:IJal'gtJ of tL•!il' rlllliu . .,, awl givu 
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greater ease, accu~y, and despatch to its operations. Such a revision is 
respectfully sn!fgesled. 

In conclusion, I desire to ar.knowledge my obligations t·~ my nssil'tants 
and the clt~rks in the department for the cheerfulnf's~, zeal, and assiduity 
with which they ha.e labored in the discharge of their respcr.tive duties, 
and to renew the recommendation of my predeaassors that the Assistant 
Postmasters General be plneed Uptlll the !lame footing, in respect to their 
compensation, as the heads of bureaus iu the other deli\rtmcnts. 

N. K. HALL, 
PoatriiiJ8ter General. 

To che PnF:SII,JENT. 

AumToa's 0FFICR oF THE TaEAtnTitY 
FOR THE PosT Oio'(o'ICE u.~P.\R'lMF.!'Io"T, 

Nooember Ht, 1650. 
StR: I have the honor to ~ubmit the following report of the operations 

of this office tor the past fisc~•l year: 

Rer.,entte. 

Balance to the credit of the re\•cuuc on the 1st July, 
11-149 $fJ06:33S 17 

Receipt~ fmm postages, &c.; for the year euding 30th 
J Ulll', l S50 • • • • • • 5,499,984 86 

Payment111 • 

E.rpm.diture. 

. $5,21.2,953 43 
~75 03 

16 46 

6,106,323 03 

Charged to hnd dchts 
Charged to suspense 

------ 5,213,244 92 

I~eaving balance 1st July, 1850, to the credit of the rev­
erma 

'!'his huiAnr.c results from the f1ntries on the hookR of this 
otlir·e, all(\ includes (\ehts yet duo hy late po~trnasters 
who became late prinr to lst July, lf.i,t:;, (111ost of 
whida iN ~onsidcrod irrccovcm!Jie,) aruouuting in the 
aggregate to • 

I ,eRving nn Rvailnhlc hnlnn~A of 
In addition to tht~, there re1111tit1s in tftp, trf!nsnry, nnder 

tho uet of ,\Jurr.h :J, 1~17, t111tlrawu, f.,r ltlltiJ,...!ol{lrvico 
pt•rti,rrned ii1r the l'tJVtlritl 1lepartmout!'! ~tfliJ govern· 
OJOUl • • • ~......... • • 

Aggrrgrtfe nvnilnhle baluu~e frorn all ~ourctJS to the credit 

893,0i8 11 

tHH,IU5 31 

66/S ,.;:;,'; ;;~ 

oJ' the revouue 1,31417:40 86 
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Out or which tht're is JX1yable the amount duH the Brit· 
isn go,·f'rtnneut on account of pn~tages collected Ull• 
der the postul treaty to Juue 30, ls:JO 118'l,675 Oi 

laving a nett balance of I ,13:l,O,Jii b'-4 

'fhe postages on letters, \\:c., under the treaty with Ureat 
8ratain, frnm its date, as reJlort~d by the postm~tcrs of 
Ne'!' York and Boston, were $885,0tHt ~t5 

Of which there \\•as collected in the liuirecl States 
l>ue Uritbh gnrermueut in atljustmeut of the intenla­

tional accouuts to 30th June, lS.)O • 

l.ea\'ing in favor of the United States -

4:44,391 OS 

182,675 04 

241,716 t).t 
--------------

For the fiscal year from 1st July, IH.t9 to 30th June, 
1850, the postages were i623,421 O.S 

Of whieh was collccterl in the United States • 3:1!-:,~13 ~8 
Uue the British go\·erallueut on adjust.meut of accounts 

for the fiscal yem· - - - • - 147,063 62 

IJaJauce revenue resulting to the United States (or the 
fi~cal year HH,lrJt) 36 

===== 
Bremen Jllail~.-Postages hy this line, from 5th October, 

1849, to auth Septetuber, Jb;'JO, colltJcted by the Uuited 
States - · • • - -
[This, howc\·er, is subje~t to a small ·Jbatement for 
aead letters' not yet ascertainell.] 

Add balauce due to lhc Uuited Status from BrEnnen 

Rcve.nuc arisiug from postogcs, 5th 0Ptobcr, 1St19, to 
30th Sq1tcmber, 1 S.jU • 

4G,!H4 63 

========== 

'rho following statement~ hn\'~ heen mnde np fmm the books of this 
office, ~hawing diP. po111tagc111 arising on the Culifornia and Hu,·ann liues: 

Postages on tlte Cluzrll•Bton ami Hm1fltta line from Octobtr 1 ~~ 184fS, to 
&ptember ao, 1S5U. 

!-'rom October 18, 184~, to September 
30, 1850-

Muils ret:eivcd 
Mail•»tmt 

813,1J98 79 
S,807 5S 

8~2,106 31 
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Or us fOllows, viz: 
Jo~rom October 1~, IStS, to Jnn~ 3ft, 

1~19--
'Mails received 
Mails sent 

From July I, Jst9, to June 30, tS;'iO­
lfails received 
Mails sent 

From July 1, 1850, to Sept. 30, 1850-
Mnils receiYed • • • 
.Mail~ sent 

e-t,;.c.t oo 
:f,529 4S 

~4 58 
4i6 o-2 

12,8al 30 

1,280 60 

22,406 37 

Postages on lite J.Yero 1·ork a,ud CltabTTes line from Decem her 1, 1 S-1~, to 
&ptcrnbt·r 30, I R50. 

Prom December 1, 1 848, to September 
30, 1R50-

:Mails rceei \'cd 
.Mails sent 

Prepaid 
Unpaid 

Or as follows, ,·iz: 
From December 1, 1848, to June 30, 

1849-
1\lnils received 
1\Jails sent 

Prepnid 
Unpnid 

From July 1, 18·19, to Juno ~0, 1850-
Muils rccei ved • • • 
:M~il• seut 

$178,699 67 
~l3,890 96 

69,749 04 
332,841 59 

$6,i21 su 
16,\J07 14 

o,'l43 39 
1S,3Ul 64 

23,ti35 03 

109,263 26 
140,005 (j,i 

402,590 63 
----

$23,635 03 

249,268 90 
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From July 1, tD Scptemlx-r 30, 1650-
Aiails re«h'ed • • • 
Mails sent 

$:J;,o~r u.; 
~1~,1&; toi;; 

249,~i..'4 00 

IH,f'i.10 57 
;:;,ooo 13 

41~ 

Prepaid 
l'npaid 

------ Sl2CJ,,;c;:r. ;o 
2i,4~A 60 

ltt.l,~fi-1 10 

40"l,590 63 
·-----­------

A large portion of the postages collected in Califonaia has not been ac­
counted for, and is not included in the re'tenue of the year-but ft•w re­
tums having been received from the post oJficcs presumed to be iu opera· 
tion. 

CrJ/lcctimJ of post njjice rcz:cnuc. 

'rhe whole number of post offices in operation on the 30th June, IR;';o, 
was 18,417. Of this number, those denominated "collection otliceg'' 
were 13,835, the postmasters of which are required to pay their balances 
quarterly to r.ontractors, on orders issued from this otlice. 

The number of postmasters reported by contractors as delinquent \\"aS 

124 only; all of whom have sinco paid their balances-114 on special 
requisition from this office, and 10 on collection drafts. 
'rhe amount collected by contractors on the orders sent 

from this office was - • $1,046,592 ~•2 
And there was collected from ten collection offices, by 

drafts - 3;)9 46 

'rhe balances due by the postmasters of th~ whole rmm­
ber of post offices, (18,417; of' whi~h ~,48:l were draft 
nod depository offices,) on adjuetn.ent of their (1uartcrly 
rctnrns for the fiscal year, amounted to - -

Of which was collected by regular con· 
tractors, at 13,835 offices, aud by ten 
draf\s, as before stated • $1 ,046,U;;~ 38 

.Uy special ~ontractors for special mail 
service at 2,100 special offices S5,ti4)tl Q,j 

Leaving subject to the Postmaster General's drafts and 
warrants for tho service of the department, in the fi,.cul 
year, in the hands of postmasters aud in the treasury • 

----------

2,2·11 '~~~ "9 
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The balnncon nn aeenunts or late r-tmasten who went 
out of offiefl bt•tweeu the lat July, lS.U, and 30\h June, 
1849, UUM!ltlt•d Oil the 1st July, 1':'049, aJDOUD&ed 10 • 

Collected durin~ thu &cal year endiug June 30, 1850-
Without ~uit 194,447 61 
IJy suit - - 3, 057 ;J 
Credited nn \·our hers 6, o.t3 I 4 
Charged ltt suspense 13 9U 
ChatgAd to bad debts 183 lii 

Leaving unrollc(:ted 1st July, 1 ~50 

Due by postmasters who went out of office during the 
fiscal year endiug Juue 30, t~ • - • 

Collected withi-. the year - $96, 2o"1l I 1 
Credited on vom:hers admitted ~' 653 37 
Charged to suspmse 51 
Gharged to bad de:,ts 5 40 

Balances uncollected 1st July, I SaO 

Aggregate indebtedness by la.te postmasters from lst 
July, 1845, on unsettled accounts, to :10th June, l~'J 

From bt July, ltoJ.t~, to 30th June, 1850 

Total forsettlemeutfrom 1st July, 1849, to 30th June, 1~0 
Collected and settled during the fis~al year-

O:t the accounts previous to 30th 
June, l84~t $103, i48 07 

On account'i of the year ending 
30th hme, 1850 • • • 123,918 39 

Leaving yet due to tlw Vuited StatPs on account from 1st 
July, 1845, to 30th June, 1~, by postmasterH who 
became late during that period 

103,148 01 

-----
$145, 70tJ 91 

123,91~ 39 

~1, Hll 5~ 

$117,3.10 55 
J 45, 7t)tJ 91 

263,040 46 

227,666 46 

35,374 00 

It is confidentl)' expected that nearly the whole of this buloncc will lJu 
satisfactorily settled within the curreut fiscal year. 
It is du~ on accounts of late po,tmasters for the year 

ending-
30th June, I R-16 
30th June, 1H47 
30th June, lf148 
30th June, 1H49 
30th June, 1850 

$3,263 2JS 
969 ~ 

1,573 IN 
7,716 72 

21,791 ~!l 

35,374 00 
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Suitswe..e brought du~ the fiiCII yeu b the cnllec· 
dora of ta.laaac8e amountw&IO • • • 

Ia thirty-nine ol theae, colleetioaa haft been madt', 
amounth•l to • 

Lea,ing balances unsettled oa suiaa brought withia the 
year Oading 30th June, 1800 • • • 

Collected as above 2, 9tl 08 
In forty-six suits, in which balances ~ 

uncollected 30th June, 18t9, there hu 
been collected within tlwa fiscal year 
eradioa 30th June, 1850 • • 8, 273 76 

Whole amount collected by suit within the year • 

417 

17,37'7 II 

1,94108 

4,436 13 

or these suits, there wu one against a late contractor, one apinst a 
failing contractor, and the rest were against late postmasten. 

The balances to the credit of late postmasten which were 
unsettled on th~ 1st of July, 18t9, ou the books of this 
office, for the five years ending 30th Jnne, 1850, 
amounted to 

Of which there has been paid or settled withiu the fiscal 
ytmr 

I. ,tviug yet open for adjustment 

There are also open on the books of the office apparent 
balances in favor of postmasters who became late prior 
to July 1, 1845, awaiting proof for settlement, amount-

59,6« (8 

23,366 18 

36,218 30 

ing to · • • • • • • • 3, 567 00 
'rbe amount of old balances due by late postmasters prior 

to 1st July, 184.;,and appearing outstanding on the 1st 
October, 1848, was • • • • • 266, 081 87 

Which was increased in settlement!. made in the year 
ending 30th June, 1849 • • • • 666 50 

Of which was settled within the fiscal 
yearendins 30th June, 1849, by collec. 
tions, credus, and readjustments • 

Charged to bad debts 
13,006 9~ 
1,433 a~ 

Leaving unsettled ht. July, 1849 • • • 
Which was incre11ed within the fiscal year ending 30th 

June, 1850, by further eharge11 • • • 

21 

266,748 37 

14,~ 24 

252,308 13 

498 73 

~2,806 b6 
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or which Wlllenlec1 ia the Ileal ,.. 

enclin11lkh JuDe, 1810, bJ oollecdona, 
eredill, ud tadjuatment of accou11t1 

(i'barpd to a.l clebla • 

LeaW.,daelltJuly,1810 

f.&,~ OG 
IUW 

JIGit oC th .. old balaoee~ are coDSidend inecoft!lable; aad .......,re, 
being unavailable u n=nnue, but incluch.d in the aurplut baluN ~­
iug apinat the beUWJ, the whole amount hu been Clecbacted fiOID that 
anrplu• tialance, ilr the purpo. of exhibiliuglhe anilable JDeiU of tb8 
department, u abown in the fint )JUl of this report. 

Tbete ia aDOther clMB of old bltanees, (which do DOt aJrect the •r· 
JJlu balanee thuaeable to the ueuury ,) most of which han t.eJa b a 
long time outalallding, and are now CODiidered inece'Yelable. Tbey are 
due on accounts of late contractors, late marshals, late district aUomefe, 
late mail agents, clerka, &c., involving, in maDf iDitallces, cba~p~ .,, 
fines, peaalties, and disputable items all or which NDden it impracti­
cable &o slale the amount in &he aggregate with aay approeeb ea 8CCU· 
racy at preaent. 

The cunent busineaa or this office increases prostes~iYely with the 
annual extension of the department's operations. Every new poat olice, 
new mail route, and change of route, involves additional retuma and 
new accounta. This increase of business i>r the post fiscal year will be 
UDdentood from the foUowiog sta~ment: 
The number of post offices in operation 30th June, 
1~,~- . . . . • 

Contractors' accounts 
Special accounts • 
Milcellaneous accounts 

16,141 
2,108 
1,545 

300 

On the 30th June, 1810, the number of post otieel 
inoperalionwas - • - • • 18,417 

Contractors' accounts 3, 20U 
Special accounts • • • 2, tOO 
Miacellaneous and foreign mail service 400 

Showing an increue within the year of current annual ac· 
counts 

21,350 

24,111 

But each office in operation renders within the year four quarterly ac­
counts ourrent, with numerous returns for examination; and the con· 
tractors also require four quanerly settlements: ao that, for the 18,411 
oftlce1 and 3,200 contJ'al:tort of the fiscal year, the enmJnationa, adjUtt· 
menta, correspondence, and settlements, Involved 84,468 accoont1. OJ 
theee, \1,048 arose out of the increaaed business of the Jlecal year. 

This pro~nive increaae of business calls m additional oftlce accom· 
modation. The necesaity it already prer.aingly felt in HVeral more 
roo1111, to enable the elerka of thi• bureau to deapa\Oh the buiaeu _.. 
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.,....., thlaa ia a........,, _ _., the aamber of INal ll..-& 

· ·a111d to tt.e. ~ i.-.cieot, IDd tbenttn 100 mu.ala ... ..-.. 
1 hawe .... taoDor .., be, J'ellft'!wly, 

J. w. FAIRBLLY, ...... 
To 1M Boa. N. K. Bur., 

IWI""'*' a...l. 

PoaT Ornca DKP.,.......,., 
a..trr.d Ojlit:e, /\...,.,. 16, ltfiO. 

Sta: 'n1e annexed table (marked A) exhibits the mail llei'Yi2 af' the 
United States fOr the last contract year. It represents the extent ot d1e .... 
Yice as it stood at the eloee of the year by the number of miles of annual 
trnnsportatioD-lhe only common ·standard to whieh it caa be Jedaeed; 
and it ...-nil the cost of the transportation iD the aanaal plica at 
which that llnice 1n1 engaged. It may bt' well to explain that, in the 
nature ofthiftRII, it giftS resu!.,_ at hi~er amounts t~aan what the actual 
paymeaiB of the year, under the moJtficatioos and dedur~ooa that take 
paee, would ahow. 

As compared with a like table made for the year ending June 00, 
1849, it shows an increase in the serviee or the lut over the preeeding 
year in all particulars-greater length of routes within the United State.-t 
by 10,969 miles; more annual transportation thereon by the dUI'erenre 
of 3,~t97 ,354 miles~ more aggregate coat on transportation within the 
United States bt the sum of 8~5,911 ; more cost in mail agencies and 
fOreign service y t;54,343, milking the tbtal increase of coat 835tt,2.'U. 
That increase from 1849 to 1~')() is 1~ 1'• per eent. in cost, and 9/1 per 
eent. in service. 

The mail service in Califon1ia, and the trifling amount in Oregon, per· 
fOrmed within the last contract year, were t.oo irTegular and too imperfecdy 
reported and understood at the department to be embraced in the ~an­
nexed table. 

On the 30th June last, there were 5,593 United States mail rontes in 
operation; there were 4,765 mail e<•ntracton, 100 route B@enll, 27 local 
aaents, aod 376 mail messen~rs. Table 8 will show how they were 
distributed among the ditrerent sections of the servi~. 

In respect to the current year, commencing fint July last, attention is 
called to the annexed table marked C. It shows the annual prices and 
the extent of transportation at which the mail eervic>.e in the soulhweat­
em and northwestern sections of the Union wu placed under contrat-t 
at and einee the lut annuallettings, held in April ami May last, fOr the 
tenn of four yem, begJnning with the ht of Julr., IB.'SO. A qaaner's 
performance of thit~ ~arviee has already expired. l,he lut year's~enicc 
m thw Statet and Tenitories, to wit: Michigan, Indiana, lllinoit, Wis· 
eonsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennestee, Alabama, 
Mississippi, Arkansas, l.,()uisiana, and Texu, wu the lilt pedlrmed un­
der the contracts that expired on the 30th June, IMO, and sum' up a~ 
17,368,998 miles of annu.l transporsation, and 8943,491 annu:d C08t. 

The new service now employed an theee Stateland Territonll, aad in 
operation eince the lit July, 1810, 1&andt at 19,241,V40 miln oi aDDUil 
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tnnsportation; aad 11,1SO,J88 of annual cost. More this year than lut 
by 1 ,812,98 miles, and 8236,696. 
Here ia one item, the difference in cost of transportat!on 

between lhe old and new eontruets in one of the lour 
•~tiona of the United States, that will iocreue the ex· 
pensH of the present over the past year - • li36,696 00 

This is the reault or the last periodieallettings. The 
misecllanooua daily orden of the Postnwter Oeneral, 
directinf <-.haops, improvements, ancl eolarpmenta or 
tho mai aeni"A in the three other sections of the Union 
l»r tbe ant quarter of the current vear, will add the 
further IWD, annually, after deducung the amount of 
cul1ailmeata, of 12,470 00 

'lbe ~cial of the IM8ID mail-pecket Franklin on the 
New York and Havre route will add the coat of a half· 
JD(•nthly line for about ten months - - • 62,600 00 

'11le service in California and Oregon, 10 Jar as oftieaally 
retl()rteU for the current year, is 9),470 00 

There is reason to believe that the actual amount will exceed that 
sum. 'J'hP service in California is yet in a erode and unadjusted state. 
No routes have been established within it by Congress until a very recent 
date. No mail transportation has been authorized, except the temponuy 
service to be rrocured by the agent created by the act of August 14, 
1848. What has been obtained has been for short periods, and on brief 
notices, and at high rates. The agency placed in charge of this anoma­
lous service has changed hands three times. At so remote rand dilficnl& a 
point of operations, beyond the immediate reach of orders and advice 
from the head of the department and its other offices, what is most needed 
is an adequate knowledge and practical .familiarity on the part of the 
agent with the principles, rules, and modes of proceeding in the arrange­
ment of mail service, in the letting of contracts, and other details; &Bd 
this is not to be immediately expected, if the necessary experience is yet 
to be acquired. Sufficient time has not elapsed to receive infonnauon 
from the agent last appointed. 

There are other items of expenditure to swell the expenses of this year 
over those of the laat; but the amounts of them cannot be stated with 
precision. The steam. ship Humboldt will be placed in the .New York and 
Havre service, at the additional cost of $75,000 per annum, but at so late 
a dale probably as to briog but a small portion of the expense into the ac· 
counts of this year. It· is impossible to anticipate what will be the amount 
of the current orders for the increase of the service in the three last quar. 
ters of the year. Putting it at due proportion (whinh would be quite ar­
bitra11') to the amount of like orders for threb sections of the Union made 
in the first quarter, it would be at the rate of. $52,878 a_year. But theu 
onl_y a part of that amount would fall into the payments made this _year; 
and circumstances in the service may arise to produce a very ditrerent 
amount of additional allowances. 

By an act approved September 27, 1850, CongreJS created 783 new 
.po11t ,routes. One sixth of the1n in number may be put jn operation this 
year., at a 811J?p_oaable coat, we will say, of 815,000 JJer annum-five­
lwel.l\hs ofwb1ch only will come into the expenditure• ofthis year. To pu' 
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this service under contract, requires an ad\·ertisen1ent for propo~als and a 
pnblic letting. In respect tn these n~"' routes, that lie in the New Eng­
land, Xe\v York, aud rniddle sections:- advertiseanents ft)r bids utay be 
inJntediately issued, and the lettings thereon held at an early day in Jan. 
uary next. This prelintinary letting r.ould not \veil be enlarged, in order 
to include in it those of tnore distant Stares, without serion8ly iuterfPring 
with the prO<~t.~dings of the greataiiiHtallettiugs, 'vhich, this year, etnLrace 
the entire service of the southern State~, as a later pe.-iod would have h> 
be fixed to atlow the legal notices to he given to the distant points. 
"J'herefore, the new routes in 1tll but the New England, New York, and 
middle sections, and in California and Oregflu, \\"ill ha\?e to be disposed 
o( to contract at the aunuallettings next ~pring, and go into operation ou 
the 1st f)( July, l&J I. But, in the 1neau titue, t.en1porary contracts rnight 
be made whene\ .. er parties proffer proposals for that purpose. 1"his last 
pro:~eeding will involve au additional cost heyond what is above estitnated; 
and the amount will be further increased by the new service that the 
California and Oregon ageuts tnay succeed in placing under contract 
within the year. 

I recllr to the new contract sen,ice of the current y~r-that of the 
north \Vest ern and south western States and Terri tori~-to poiu tout the char­
acter of its increase in cost and ~xtent over the old servi<"e of the same 
section, \\rhich has been superseded hy it. We pay on that section 25 
per c~nt. naore this year than last, whil~t we have but 10} per cent. more 
of annual trat1sportation of the n1ail. This, 'vith the fact that the in­
crease of the last year over the preceding is greater in cost than in the 
extent of the service, \vould indicate a constant ri~e in the pri~es of n1ail 
transportation. A close exan1iuation will show that, iu the change fron1 
the preceding year to the last, and frotu the expired contracts nf last year 
ro the new contracts 6f the current year, there has been, to a large extent, 
a substitution of the higher for the lo\\rer grades of n1ail conveyance. If 
we do not get an equh·alent increase of the ser\"ice in the nuruLcr of 
n1iles, we get service of greater speed and better (}Uality. 

The mails have been shifted to ruore expeditious aud costly lines of 
steamboats on the western lakes. They have been transferred froru 
<-oaches to the ne"7 ly constnu~ted railroads radiating frou• the great ceu .. 
tres of business and population in all sections of tlw country; and they 
have fc.lund entire new channels of couverance on the Vuruberland aud 
White riYers, and on the coast of Texas, in Sft_>aiUhoats arranged iutn 
lines for that purpose, "·here bcfftre there was nnthiug but some detached 
cross routes. And this species of change is tnore or h!ss in progress, as 
the ~uterprise of the country is developed in the creation of improved fa­
cilities. Nor is it confined to the cases \Vhere steatn has supersecled Uie 
inferior modes of conveyance. At the last lettings, four horse coach trans­
portation was contracted for on the thoroughfare roads in the southwest­
ern and northwestern States, instead of the two-horse ~ooch conveyancr, 
which could have been obtained at n1uch lower prices, but which left the 
public to suffer under an iuadequate mode of mail transportation, or look 
to the uncertain favor of the contractor to furnish a better mode, under the 
influence of some other n1otive than a sense of obligation to the govern· 
n1ent. 1"he incJ'f'.ase of cost beyond the proportionate in~rease of extent in 
miles is not, therefOre, \vholly au ath·ance of IJrice or additional r.o~t, \\'ith­
out an equivalent, but repre~uts rnaiuly a bettt!r quwity of the &ervice 
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~er.wed by the contract in the ~lar of speed, and greater eapldty to 
gin certainty and security to tile mads. 

On &CC'.ount of the more speei~l interest taken by Congress and the pub­
lic in our railroad and steamboat maiiR, the annexed tables D and E 
are appeudecl to show lhe particulars of the contract on each route of rail· 
road aud steamboat conveyance ~1r the current year. lmprovemenCI have 
been made on several of the lines, 80 BR to gi\•e a !~peed of about twenty· 
Ave miles to the hour, by means tlf spp,cial trains, stopping at but few of 
the intennediate points, and devoted to the aet".ommodation of the through 
mail and travel. It is believt>d that this 11 attended with deeided pecu· 
11iary advantages to the companies, derived from the additional travel thus 
attracted over their roads. 'l'he dtasiM is universal and moat urgent to 
Bee this improvement intrnduced, where it is so natuml to look fi»r it, upon 
the principal line in the United States-that between its first corumer· 
cial city aud its capital. A departure from New York on this line at 1, 
instead of 6, in the evening, would promote the convenience and econ· 
omy of travel. It would promote the mail accommodation of the public 
to an immense extf:nt, by taking on the entire correspondence of the day, 
whi~h there would then be time to write bethre the <"lose of business hours, 
and by tnl:ing on a vast amount of mail from the interior, which in that 
case would have time to make full connexions with the southern liae. 
This, with a despatch of but twenty miles to the hour, including aU stops, 
instead of the average of sixteen now given on the whole line, would bring 
the mail toW ashiugton by 7 o'clock the next moruing, and allow a reason&· 
ble interval (whereas there is now not a minute} for overhauling and distrib­
uting that portion of it that is to go r.)rward to the South.• Thu emula· 
tion of our contractors ou the ocean line has, in a space of thnae years, 
increased the speed of our stenm-~hips between America and England to 
equal, if not to surpass, that of the British steamers. .Nowhere within 
the United States could this example be fCtllowed with greater advantage 
and distinction than on this the most national of onr railroad lines­
the route between New York and Washington. Another improvement on 
a ptlrtion of the railroads is greatly needed-more suitable apart:nents in 
the cars than have been furnished, to contain the mails safely, and to 
serve as an office for the mail agent. 

Table F exhibits a Jist of the foreign or ocean routes, distinguishing 
those under contract with the Secretary of the Navy from those held di­
rectly under the Postmaster Geneml. 

On these routes correApondence is conveyed to and from foreJgn coun­
tries and remote portions of the United Stt~tes in steam-packets, employed 
under contract by government, aut! I'IIIJuiug at stated periods. By the 
fonner mode (still in u~e wheuever partie~ r'3sort to it) it was conveyed by 
sailing vessels, as their voynges might occur, for a Pmall gmtnity, paya­
ble upon each letter at the port of deli very. Tho new system is much the 
most expeusive, but it giver to correspondence regnlnrity and despatch­
the utmost that i~ attniuahle for any purpose bctw~en the ~arne poiuts of 
destination. 'l'his i!'l of the hight'~t importance to the interests invo)v~ 
in corresp<"ndence, and, as a mntter of servieo, deserve11 n larger compenKa· 
tion. lJu& this species of mail conveynuce devolves a cost upon the gov· 

•Retween LiYerpool and Lonllnn, the 11peed or the ordmary maih•, •• we comr•ute it, frona 
olftce to onice, i1 hom nvenL)' to LWtDLy•U.tclluitu aD hllur,aml 11f Lie' uyrhl 111&&1 Lr11W fn~a 
IWtDIJ•Iis to thirty. 
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~mtMnt beJ.nnd the priee or service .. fixed by any postages that have 
been presenbed. This ia because individual means arc m.aequate to the 
uudertukiug or establishing and maintaining steam uavigatinn on the 
ocean. Aid frona the government is necessary, and a wise policy eon­
tributes it; for na\•igation by steam, in view nf ttae competition of c.ther 
uatious, is esseutial to the sueeeN of the eommeree of the country, (rom 
which our public revenues are derived, and eminently imponaut u a 
means of publie deleuee anct an element of national prosperity and power. 
Government aid has been extended to these important steam enterprises 
to an extcut beyond the revenue in postages derived from the correspond­
ence so cou,-eyed; yet an enlarged view of t.hb subject will show that 
the s~rplus thus contributed is, after all, returned to the government in 
Jklstages collected. Oue letter received from nbroad may cause several to 
be written at home. Look at the extraordinary increase in the annual 
amount of postages siu~l! our ft1reign steam mail lines have been put in full 
uperatiou, swelliug to uearly threefc.,(J our usual aunual ratQ of advance. 
Poreign commerce, that deposites its f!'flights at our seaports, does not 
limit to them the prosperity it creates, but quickens and enlarges domestic 
trade through all the iut~riur channels of business. So with foreign cor­
respondence. It creates and stimulate& a correspondence within the couu­
trr, which enlarges the more as the former becoan~s, through the agency 
of ~team conveyance, more regular, expeditious, and frequent. 

'fhis policy of aiding commercial eutert•rise, in creating and imr•roving 
the facility of steam navigation, by contracts for the mails, was r..om­
meuced by Great Britain. Pral!ce ft,llowed the example for a brief period 
()Uly, in her short-lived Havre and :-;P.w York line. 'l'he honor of main­
taining the competition in that career of policy, where the stmggle is thr 
~uccess in the improvement of ste~rn ua\·igatiou and iu the commerce of 
the world, now devolves on the United States. Our conuueucement (ou 
the 1st of June, 18-17) was on a small scale, with the steam-ship Washiug· 
ton, ou the rout£> to nr,rthern Germany. We uow nu111ber sixteen ocean 
steamers in actual mail servicE', on routes to Bnglaud and F'rnu<'e, as 
well as to (ierrwmy, to Cuba, the Isthmus of Panama, aud the ports of 
California and Oregon; and the UU1uber will be tweuty whcu the full 
complement under the present contracts is furuishetl. It would be un­
rcasouahle to suppose that the system has attaiued its fnll growth. We 
may well anticipate that other a;team-pacl<et line•; will be establhdlCd from 
the .Atlantic and Gulf cities. wilr r.onue~t the J-;ast Indies nnd Chiua with 
Callitornia, ami be extended to the Pacific ports of South America. 

11lle establishment ot" them devolves important duties on the General 
Post Office. Postal arraugerneuts with the cuuutries to which they are 
+!XtcudeJ are necessary, to enable tJ.e benefits to be fmjoycd which they 
are dt·sigued tn confer as JUail facilities. Hence th~ r:'stul arrangements 
made hy this d('partmcut with the potot office authorities ()f Gnrrnauy in 
1~-17, oud tlwse which were etfeetod through treaty with nreat Britain in 
Hi·tiS. ~ow we have a liw~ just e ... rablished to 1<

1rauce. J>ostal arrange· 
meutl!l with that. wpublic should titllu\\', ~;o as to !-ecnm with it and the 
couutries beyouu advautayes of like churaett•r with those nutaiued {rom 
t"o liue¥ to Geruuuay aud 1-;uglaud; a,,t} it is highly dBHirablc to have 
like arraugtPnonts with the nuthoritiws nf Cuba, of Jamaica, aud of Panama, 
to eull>lo us to mail by flUr ~tomu ships through those placcK1 and by the 
!oreigutiues there couuectiug, the corrus£KIUd~u~e ot our cilizen• to poiu&l 
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~, Ia the West India and on the 1011ab Paei&e cnut. Beaidellhe 
bllniDB, th,ie ant aufiuiahed uranpmeuta with Great Britain, ....,.m.., 
the baoldian conapnllflence with lfae United States, whieh haft betia 
withheld fmm completion by Grat Britain on accouut, it is snppoeed, of 
aome important cha11p in the relations bel worn tbe mother country and 
the prnvmces. The convenience or our fHIMic requires the •:onsumm:t­
tinn of theae arrangements, providing a uui,,nn rate ilr t:nited States and 
Canadian conespnndeuce, with tbe privilege of prcpayiog the postap or 
HDdiq Wlpaid. 

It is proper to state, in this connexion, that, the minister of the Kin1of 
Pn..Ua having rnanifesced a strong•ire lOr the es&ablishmeut of better 
postal relations with this country J under nrsntiatious with him, the late 
Postmuter Oenoral directed au ~ment with the poet department of 
that kingdom to be prepared. It as now under the consideration of that 
government. The object to be gained is a "closed mail" communica­
tion through England and Bdlgium; a unifOrm rate of pos~, combining 
with that of the United States aud Prussia the transit charges ofGteat 
Britain and Belgium, with the right to prepay or Pend unpaid; and a 
scheme of accounting between the two governments and with those of the 
intennediate countries-Boston and New York on our pa.tt, and Aix-la­
Chapelle on the part of Pn1ssia,- to be the exchMge offices. A recent 
post-union coovf'ution betwt..JU Austria, Prussia, and other German pow­
ers, will give a wida "3ffect to the postal agreement with Pmssia, whose 
frontier town is the key-point to this extensive territory. It'~ execution 
hy Prussia is delayed to obtain lighter transit r-.ttes through 1-~ngland aud 
llolgium. 'l'hese, doubtless, could ~ secured by a cou\·eyance in our 
Havre line and over the milroacls of Fmnce to Aix-la-ChapeUe, through 
a proper postal agreement with that republic. Certain modifications of 
the details under the treaty with Great Britain have very recently reeeived 
the prelimina:-~· lU!sent of the British ~t department, agreeing to the 
views submitted by this, for the greater couveuieuce and despatch of the 
post office business between the two couutries; and they only await the 
formal execution of the papers to be made public and carried mto execu­
tion. 

For the purpose of pointing out an important reform, I beg leave to refer 
to the fact that, soon after coming iuto office, you discovered certain irregu­
larities and abuses in that branch of post otfice business called "distribu­
tion of mails," and ordered most vigorous measures to correct them. 
Certain post offices designated for the pllrpose collect and receive the 
mails, both iularge and separate packages, from various points, for partic­
ular regions of country, and then distribute them to the several places to 
which they arc addressed. They are landmarks to the distaut otfices to 
guide the course of their mails to remote points, receiving them as they are 
made up at the mailing office, and remniling them, with a new post· bill 
and now entries in the accouuts of" mail~ received" and of" moils sent,'' 
to their respective destinations. 1-,or this service the diRtr1huting post 
office receives a commis~i,,u of 1 per ceut. Tho evils iucidcnt to this 
operation are too frequentdi~<tribnriou, ami eousrqueut uuueccssury cxpcn~e 
and flclny. Originally, the regulati<Hit5 of the department contemplatcfl 
two distributic•u~t ou ('UCh truusmis~iou to o distant pluct-; for mauy years 
pa11t, but oue; hut iu fHrt dmy nrcur so fn•tjtWutly iu many cnseH 1u1 to 
abttorb wwr,a;t nil thut rctuuius of tlw post;~ go of the letter' utter tukill~ nut 
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the deliYery rommi~inn. The eao~eof these eYils is obvionl': it itt mueh 
easier tD mail the letter 10 the next diAtributing offic-e, whir.h ill well 
knnwn, nnd an on alo!if the whole route, than to find out the ultimate 
distribution eirt"le tn whaeh the oftlee addre!'lled belougs; and the avidity 
to swell the comrniuinu fund encourages the r..m"lic-o. But this is not 
the wnrst. On being detained tn I"PCeive a discnbuti~n mailin'~ the letter, 
in ubaety-uine ea.ws out of a lmnclrecl, 1~ its c-onncxion with the nnt­
ping mailt~, and aerinus unnec~snry dela}·s nre thus oc:casioued. In a 
tom~er tP.pnrt I showed that "distribuunu" is ohsolete iu other conntri~, 
and entirely unsuited to the ~nt stnte of our mail!'. But a substitute 
.e~ ~r ilnrardiog mails, ~r thf' purpose of guiding them to distant 
plares in the right ehamaels, '!f positive rearul.Wonf', is imlispensable. To 
eJeet the change, eertain modaficatinns nf the pt"M'ellt Jaw, aud provision 
tor getting up and putting in operation the new plan, will be necessary. 

l.Att " distribution n be abolished upon all ex,~ept sea-going mails. luue 
written instruetioras, or rather partly wrirteu and partly Jlinted, to every 
post oftiee in the United State!', how to M!( its matter, and the rnatter of 
other oftices passing through it, to every other nftk-e in the United States­
the chief l'ortion of which eould be stated in said iustn1r.tions under the 
names of States, or by eounties in the State. What is here stated in so 
brief a ltpace would be a work of great labor, requiring fOr il'l eJ:t.'cution 
the best and most minute knowledge of mail arraugem'3nts and the course 
of the mails that the depanmcnt possesses, to be aided by ~rsonal con­
sultations with the prineipal postma~ters io all parts of the Union. On a 
line between two given offices, the itttermediate points where the routes 
join each other that fSive the most direct course would be specified as 
bngging points. Retam one fOot of your compass ou one of these extreme 
points, and shift the other to a new point on the circle, and you will see 
that new intermediary poiuts of conue~inn present them~elves upon the 
new line thus described, which will require a ne\V designation of ba~ging 
or forwarding offices-in the selection of which, it is impnrcant to consider 
the (requency of their supply, the speed and connexions, aud the proba­
ble amount of matter in filling a bag. Apply this illustration to the 
whole network of our routes, and consider how various are the direc­
tions by which the mails traverse them, 11nd some idea may be formed 
how multifarious must be the instructions which this scheme of bagging 
and forwarding will require. It would take a p•ar to get them np, proba. 
bly more, aud the entire apprnpriation of an officer to the task. 'l'o bo 
uniform and perfect, it should he the work of one mind thrnnghnut; awl 
it would amount to the greatest practical refc>rm ever introduced iuto the 
operations of the service. Uuder this syslem, every letter would be 
mailed direct. The account of mails sent would show (in a rolumn in­
serted for that purpose) to what otlice it was bagged. 'J'hat otfire would 
forward it tnward8 its de~tination, hy baggiug it to the office to which in· 
strueted to bag ~uch matter; awl thus it would proceed from oJw lmgging 
or forwarding J>Pint to another to th~ po!oit otfkc adrlrc!'sed. 'J'hem would 
be uo deluy, as in distribution, at tlws1~ forwarding jtniut!-:, hcrausn there 
1~ uothiug to do hut to "hit't the pa,.kuge from oun hag tu arwtlwr, agre•m­
bly to the ~pccific regulation. And with how nmch tr~s~e dr:ri(•al f;,rr!e in 
tlte otlice C(luld this l'roccs~-. bP. perr.mrlf!d than the r.omplieatnd "}" rutiou 
of c•r>euiug tlw uuul, re~••rriug thP l..rwr~, rf•ruailiu~ tlwru, ,..,;,·, flt!W pnM­
l>ill~ aud ucw cutrie~ iu the a .. :rouutlO, uud rewrapjJillg, tyiug, uu·J Lu~~ing 
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it! ADd then the coPJ_ingofthele YOiumioou diatribution accoanta,and 
the labor aod tJOUble or their ....... at, ... dilpeued with. ,. .. y. 
iq in clerk-hire will be very peat, and &he business in all•pecta be 
batter dooe. The a«ouatl can be more e:aaily cheeked, when they are 
con&Jaed ezcluai9\•ly to the mailina aud receiving o8ice; and the trace of 
le&tent through the lualla, in eue of loss, cau be made with &ar mnJe cer­
talulf. than oow. Tho buae oOlcea will objecl, on account of the 1011 of the 
diltnbution commission; but the ueeeaaity or it will ia a great meuure 
c:eue oo being relieved of the distribution wnrk. The iln:e employed OL 

il can be :• with. The labor of maili01lhe matter origanati111 u 
the .,. will, doubtlaa, be grcawr thaD now, as mails will have 
to be divided into a gaaer number ofpackaps; but this increase will be 
amal1 in compariloo with dae clistribubnn wort that wiU be discontinued. 
lt more clerk-hire ian~ tb&ll what the deliYWJ commissions will 
JllY i>r, it will be better and SaJer to submit the matter to the Postma.ttk'r 
General, to order such additional clerkships, and pay fOr them out of the 
pneral fund, than incur the liability to d1e abuaes which you so well 
kouw the prese1at system is au!»ject to. 

The time bas arrived when it becomes a pressina duty to simplify and 
economize the operations of the post offices. Congress will donbtles re­
duce the ralell of postage. A last increase in the number of letters will 
be the consequence, and a great increase of business in the handling and 
chargu of these letters in the proce2iSOS of receiving, mailing, delivering, and 
accoWltiug. Duties tbatcan·be dispensed with, like those of distribution, 
should be aboli~;hed, iu onler to apply d1t> force occupied by them to 
more nee~ labon. 

The undersigned is satisfied, from a trial of fourteen years, that the busi­
ness of the contract office, faithfully perfonned, devolves on the officer 
who bas it ia charge what, at the lowest estituate, and on fair comparison, 
amounts to a double task. Relief would be aft'onled to some extent, 
without injury to the public service, by establishiug agents in the differ­
ent sections of the United States, of corresponding functions with the 
English surveyor of posts, to take charge of certain matters of mail ar­
rangements iu his S6Ction in which personal observation on the spot is 
beneficial, and to make the contracts, st.bject to confinnation by the Post­
master General, on the inferior class of routes. This might be effected 
by some IUodific.ation of the present special agencies, and some alterations 
iu the law. · 

It would afford still further relief, and give more stability and efficiency 
to the service, if the duration of th~ coutracts was regulated as in the 
En~lish mail service. Instead. of terminating absolutely at th.u expira.~ion 
of tour years, let the contract continue over beyond the tirne set, uule:;s 
the departnumt or the coutractor gives six months' notice of iuteutiou to 
delcrtUiue it ou that day, with. power to cithur, by like notice givon at a 
eertaiu P·lrtiou of the yeJ.r, to J.otenuiue on a sub~e<lllent Jay. Whenever 
r.outracts were mutually ~:~atisfiwtory in their terms, aud well perfimuetl, 
they woulJ continue over, c.llll thu"' gruarly rnnuurate those revolutions in 
the service that &UCClied each annual lultiug, aml so scl'iously disturb filr 
several mouths each section of the Uniou, ow~o every four yours, with the 
dcrnn~ements int'ideut to a change of coutrn~ts. 

Jleheving that posta!le will Lo reduced us low ns it can be short of con­
tributiug froan the public treusury to the cost of transporting privute cor• 
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181pnDc1enee-lo lnw u to be relioftd from that JWlrOOR of the ~t 
charp which prevents the full use of the mails, and which is, besul•, a 
tax unpn"ed to tle6ay the expen.e of eertain measures of public pnlicy 
that ther.blic at larp should sustain, aod not the pnt'tqe·Jlftyer exr.lu­
siYely- refCr to this exeected measure, in cnnnexinn with the subJect of 
improvementa iu the remrmanee of post offiee busiueq, to urge the im· 
portan('8 of ba,'iug a lllli~rm rate of poeaap, free fiom all excertious that 
would ioteriire with the aimplieity of the aceonnttr, sn that the entries in 
the pnt~t-bill and the accounts may be made solely by the number o( 
ratee-eouuting a double letter as two, and so ora. 'rhere might be one 
rate ~r unplid, and anolher (eo be lesa) ilr paid letters; fOr the entric.111 of 
unpaid and paid po8tage must, of enune, be aepua&e. Thrrc might he a 
~~epara&e rate i»r news,.pen, hecause they cannot be entered on the ptst­
hill; but the accounl of them should be kept by a quarterly exhibit. If 
punphlet postage is not to be the same as newspaper, let it be, with a 
Tiew to the accounts, double dte newspaper postaae; so that. a pamphlet 
may be entttred in tho newspaper accourJts as two iiewspnpers, and, where 
there is au additional charge on account of excess of weight, let it bo 
made at ftdl and not fractiomal rates, as at present. A tlisrrimination might 
be made, in a lower rate fOr paid newspapers aud pamphlets, without irater­
ft~ring with this principle of convenience in the ar..counts-which is a matler, 
eertaiuly, worthy of careful consideration in frallling the prtH'isions of the 
law, since it will promote de~patch in business and accuracy in the ac· 
countR, and save labor aud expeuse. 

io'rolT. the nature of things, the low uniform letter rate will not include 
the sea-goiug letters. But tt.a postage on them needs alteration. There 
are now no less than ten or eleven ditfercnt rates of postage ou that class 
of letters-a most perplexing diversity. I judge that two rates would be 
sufficient-the higher for the correspondence with the .. ~astern Comiueut 
and its islands, with South America, and all places on the Pacific and be­
yond; and the lower rate for all otlu"r places to which letters are sent by 
sea cenveyance. But the Postmaster General should ha\'e the power of 
modifyiug these rate~ to confonu to those of other couutrie~, the better to 
enable him to make international mail arrangements, or counteract uuy 
unfavorable postal policy in other governments. 

Respectfully submitted. 
S. R. HOROIE, 

· Mrll Al8ialanl P01tmuster General. 
'l'o Hon. N. K. HALl., 

Postmaster General. 
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Ntu~~Mr of mml routra, tntri! COJtlnldr.rt, rotde agt!ftb, local agtllth, tmd 
,..., .,,_,gen al till: .. f{ lit• Cflltlrad ,., tiiW., ./tiM au, 
1850. 

.... 1.--:.. ===::1':::: 
New b:aKianll .......... . 
NewYoalr ............. . 

1U ~8 at i fl9 
69.\ &~ 13 ·····'T"' IS3 

I, 1~ :Hid II! II 66 ..:: ~ ~~ ............ :: Middle .................. . 
Boutht-m ............... . 
Nortbwe.trna ........... . 

1,04~ "': ....... 5.... ~~ 19 Bouthweaaem •••••••••••• 
~routa ........... . 

Total ............ . 4,165 IOU 316 
-··--·------ _____ ._:_ ___ .__: ____ ,__ _______ _ 

8. R. HOBBIE, Ffnl.....,., p,..,.. OrMral. 

c. 
Mail servict iH tile t~ortlltr('slt·m atJd soul"treltm1 ~tctions for t/11! gear 

nuli11g Juru 30, 1$0. 

Annualtran1- Annual COIIt. 
porta lion. 

--- ---------- ----------··------1·-----1---·--
Railrolllll .............................................. . 
EktamltOall .. .. • •• • .. ........................ , ........ . 
Coacht!l., ............................................ .. 
lofer lor mode1 ••• , •• , •• , , •• , , , , ••••• , , • , • , .. , , , , , , , , , , ••• 

Tollll .................................... .. 

Nilu. 
U4,588 

1,166,3~ 
6,531l,i53 
9,1)tj11,3:Jj 

17, 3&1, 99tl 

157,415 00 
141, 3P-ll 00 
&JS,5m oo 
41J'J,I~ 00 

943,4W VO 

AB iiJ o1eratiur& on tluJ l1t c!f October, 1850. 

Rnilrofl~ .... ,, ~, ••• ,, •.•• , , , , ,, , , , , , , , , , , • , •• , , , • , , , , , , , , , 
StrurnhocU.I. · •• ,,,,,,,,,., ••• ,,., ••••. , , , , , , ,., , , , , .. , , , , , 
Cuachtu•·~, , , , , , , . , , , , , , 1,,, , , , , .. \0.,, ,, , , , , ,, , ... , .. , , , , ,1 

Jnftrlvr model I I Iff I I I I I I I I I I t I I If I 1 I I I I I, I I I I I I I Iff I I I I 

Annual tran~o Annual coat. 
portation • 

.Mill•· 
lillf,3!l8 

2,H:,!),fi:.ti 
7,1171,556 
tl, 70¥,333 

~.163110 
177,417 llll 
5~.fll·8 fJfl 
407,1i00 llfl 

Total., 1 ,., , ... I 1 .. , • .,. 1 ,, ,,, • •••••••••••• 19, !l41, 940 1, 1~0, I toll'! 110 
1143, 49~ 110 17,361t,ll!ltl 

Ditl'err:nee,,. .. ,, .. , .. , , .. , , , .. , , .. , , .. .. • • .. 11 8111, 94~ ~36,8116 uu 

A. R. HODntE, 
Fir~l d"ilttnl Pvtlmllllf' OlfltrtJI. 
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VlnllOII& ............ . 
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61• 
91 
94 
97 
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IIIII -W7 

ll37• 
301 
~ 
3liO 
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377 
401 

403 

Tenaiai. 

From Bat~~ tn UrPf!f 81ilhratrr., 
From Dan'llleJ~H~e~innto Watrnnlle. 
Frnm Portland to Ptlrtlftlnuth,N.U. 
Frnm Portland to Snuth l"rie .••••• , 
From Portland tn Bath, .•..•••• ,,,, 
From Coneord to Lowell, M-..... 
From Conrord to Plymouth ••••.••. 
Jl'rom C011eord tn W rd Lebannn, 

with bnnr.h tu Briatnl. ......... .. 
· From BoYer to Faominl{\nn,,., ••• , 
' From Monlpr.l:rr to Windlll'or ....... 

From Monlprlier 10 IJurltnctM .••••• 
From Wear U.bannn, New Hampo 

e!lice,ro Well• Rinr ........... . 
Prom Bellow• Falla 10 Windanr .. .. 
From Bellow• Fall• to Burlin,:ron ... 
Frnm Doaton to Porllmouth, J.l.ew 

Uamr-hire .................... .. 
Branch 10 Marblehead ............ , • 
From Bnaton &o8nuth Berwick Junr ... 

tion, Mai•·•· with 3 mtJ,.a b1'1111ch 
rrom O.tYer, New HampiJIIre, to 
Great Fall ...................... . 

From Boewn en Lowell ........... . 
lln•nch eo Woburn ............... . 

D. 

1 1 i l 
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4d ......... · 6 3,1l;'i7 I 
33 ~ 191 l ; It , 1,!100 tla, 3'J4 Under Milch Mnlrlll't. 
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50 ........ 
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G i,3!13 i'"'"""" .. du ....... , .. du. 

M .... .... 6 j 6,471 1 .............. do .......... clo. 
18 200 : 6 ~ ,· 15,313 
'71 ....... ·I 6 6.600 I 
40 • ..... "j 6 2,9;1() i............ Under eo'IACh contract. 

4lt 6 557 ' 
!l4f ::::·:::1 6 !J,:t~J ,· •••••••••••. r;:mloraceat~ide•upply. 
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5!! ::::::::
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! I~ t: 8,3!lf! ........... ,.do .......... do. 
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1 
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406 , From S.ton 10 Pro•ideace... • • • • • • 43 ! • • • • • • • • ltl 
.Braneh 10 Dedham................ 56 
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464 
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1l'l~· 
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From Boltoa 10 Milton •.••.•••• , , • • '1 
From Lawrence 10 Salem, N.H..... 7l 
From Lowell10 Lawrence .......... , Ill 
From Groton JIUIClioa 10 Wee\ · 

rJ:"G:~o~ j~~~~~ i.; • L;,".;~ti:::: i I: 
From South Accon Depot 10 Felcon- . 

... u .............................. : 9 
From South Fnminghamto Milford.• 11 
From D.dham JUIICiioa 10 BlaWIODel i'1 

From Sooth Braintree to Fall Ri•er .. 
1

1 4i 
FroiD Braintree 10 Co"-t, with 6 

~ditional &ripe 10 w,ymouth, i : 
llltlea, ......................... ; 1!1 

~== ~~~:':t':~.!fi~~w1:~~~:i ~ 
From Tauatoa to Mew BecU'cml •••• ,I Ill 

From Fitchburg to Bellows Fall.. Vt.' G4 
From Ftt;hburg to Drattlebon''• Vt, ·J 59} 

lOt 
From Worcester to A:bany, N.Y •• ,I 56 

From Woru~tcr to Na~hun ••••••••• I 1111 
45 

io'r'?m Springfield to Northfield June· 1 

51 F.~~:·s·r·r;~~fi~iti ~~ 'ci~i~.:;.;.; ·F~i,;::! 4 
Fr,,m Pitt>llcld to North Adam• • 'I 21 
l·'.t•m Provi;lence to Stunin~tCin .•.•• 50 
)o', om Providence to W11rteRh·r, :\laoe · 4-l 
From Allyu'a~ Point to Worc.catcr, ' 59 

l\faH.'I\diUIICII8.,, "".,,,,.,.,. 7 
From Nrw lhwrn to Springfidd, 

1.\hf'"arhu,;~lt$ ...... , , .• , , , , . , , , f.31 
From N~w ll11•·cn ro.T.uilT•·ille, with . { 4.~~ 

bNnr.h t•• ColhnMv:tle .•• ,,,,. , , , 11. 
!o'rom Uri;l.!l'ep••rt to \Vinchrstcr .•••• i G<! 
l•'ror11 Ul'id~r··rort ''' f:t11c linr, 1\l.o~s. !Jd 
1-'tom ~.w Yor.k, _:li, Y., to New lh.· i 

,·en, Cont~c~ tt·~ut .•• , • , , , , •• , , , , , , 78 
Fruin l111J1fvn to Willimt~ntic,., .. , a·JI .. 

I 
Prom NewT .on·lnn 111 Stull'.ml Spril•~::' 50 
l·'ruro :-l~:w York to Urt·eu1onrl,,,,,, 1111 
Pr.1111 ~·;w Y•11k ft• Dovt•r .......... ; "3 
l·'wm :-lew \'uric t•; p,,ughl,cq•~ic,,.: ;;; 

F<em !';""""' to Com;,, "' •~ I lul••·i' •• , .. , ••. , ,, •. ,, •• • ••• , • ~s 
I•'r •1111 fud~un \II Chathnm ~·uurCur• 

nrr• •••• , ••••• , , , ••• 17 
~"rnut AI~·MlY to ·r~••Y ... ,, •• , ••,. , ti 
Pmrn ,\lhnrry '" ddteucr.l<~dy .. ,,,,.' 17 
l·'rnrn 'frny H> l'nrollr>l:a tiprlll!(t. , , , , i :1~ 
~'r•llll 'rr •y t•• tlrh~neriR•Iy ..... , , , ,I !.'II' 
From lar.tlng~ srins:• Ill Whirdlllll': a:1~ 
Frnm Ml'ht•rr(·• ''" y tn Uw•.n.,,,,,,, ,• H 
~·rom IJ tiCII 1 ,, Syraru•;c, , , •• ., •• , • •i 63 
}'rom SyracU80 IO o.wego,.,,, ••••• 35i 

G 
G 

1:2 
IS 
12 
6 

6 
12 

1,00~~ 6 
6 

!11 u 
12 
li 

........ 113 ....... , G 

········ (j 
(j 

Ji 
G 

~OGj G 
(j 
{j 
(j 

1~ 

1~ 
J:l 
1U 
7 
6 

, .. " .... 7 ........ 1!1 ........ 19 ........ 13 

r t 
il 

I 
I 
: l 
I 

l 
I 
I 
i 
I 

, 

9,il!t 

'1 ,008 .............. do .......... do. 

3, 500 ..... , ... , , ... do ....... , .. du. 

190 

~I 
6011 1 .. ., ......... ,do, ....... ,.do, 
tiUO , .............. do .......... do. 

450 

1 

...... , ....... do,. ........ uu. 
514 

l,Si5 , •• •• ... ;, • Emb•aere aida aupply, with 
pemti•inn 10 thi'OIIIb 10..a 

I 
frcom Bolltoa. 

3, 579 • .. .. .. • .. • • Embracea lido aupplr. 

514 
1, 4UO i" ........ ,, .,do .. • • • ••, .clo. 

l:~M I 

5, 729 ............ •• do .......... do. 
4,0GG ............. •• do .......... do • 

2"~. 54:1 
1,929 

4, 457 ............ Contract not executed. 
172 
!1•10 9i,50i) 

5,0:1(1 
3,61'.! 8,Gl2 Embraces ••:.le supply, 
s,ooo 

10,8:J7 
2,435 
2, (i.i7 
4,2UU 

13,3i2 
1, 3~(j E.nbrarc~ ~ide supply, an•l Plt• 

prnAe of route uglnt, if '-IIC 

2, 1~3 4.i,O.iiJ 
IM fC')llirt:d. 

4.3~!1 
3,Jj7 
5,41:1 ............ For 1~ dny~, to 1nnc30, 1~51). 

~Ut ............ 'l'o Uctobcr J, le!~ll. 

21,G0€1 

1,0011 
771 

3, 4110 
3,ilUO 

~i9 
3,950 

15,1\llll 
)II, GUll 
3,W7 

-. 

r 
1-
~ 



1>-CftatlDued. 

1 
~. 

!1 j 
j ! jJ :;1 t , 

I J i ! J. l l 

~ t• \ ,. }; -~~~af.l... 11';10 
IU!-i 

··---- -------- :-;:-i~,--,--,--·-
Ph>m~·f'AIIbU~t. ......... ' t'i : .. ~ ..... ! Jlt f~oltlO 00 

··~j IIIIa 
ll!":j 
1:!10 

lt1'1 
a:•~.a 
Jt46 

I Frouft Julo('tioa lo Sk-ltlef ....... , 5 I, ....... f l't 1 31~ llll ! 
Fr.>~a Aubllft) to ll...-~ ......... · jo( • .. ... .. 19 IS titJoJ trJ I 

I ......... a..dteaer 10 Attka .......... 
1 

U :. .... •• • l!l i ~: ~11.1 00 
From Au.t'a 10 Buli'..Jo............. 31 

1
·,....... I~ 6 :1UO UO 

••rvm Lodrpnrt to Lcwillton aDcl i : ' 
:Siaaua Fatt. .................. • 21 I........ 7 I ;so oo I 

~m Oud:tlo '" X~ F•lb. ••••• ' ~J 7 I J ouo llC) 1' ••"'m ~.,_Falla to L .. "·won ... .' 1 'i '200 00 
1-'rom Ow,..o ,., IIJae.,.,.......... 311 6 ! I t11G 00 I 

·~·· I :lSi 
~~~ .. Jcnty ..••••••. j13bl 

1-'r.»r.l!'irwbu~h.toCiau!er •••••••• l, loU ,:l:,: 1:~.'11::11 G 1 °t\.\i (I(); 
Frv•n Ito-'» Poant to C~terna:ar.. 4;i .. ll . 1, ~:19 00 tl:ll, ":":It 00 
From Nt-w _York~ the lnlfra.:llt)ft , I j 

JS&l 

1303 

1315 
133-& 

J31S 
135:! 

watb l"ladadelphaa r··Gd.. ... • • .. 36 14 lu ; l8 CO 1 
From New Yorlr, N. Y., ao Patrr- i I ' . 

ll'ft,~.J ..................... ; 18 13 j 1 500 00: 
From Xew Y••rlr, !'f. Y., &o Morr;.. • ' 1 

U•Wn, ~. ) .................... · 3;! J!a ' I f'iO 00 
From EliuiKdatown t·• \\"bite HO&M, 3;; !" ...... l:l : :' 931 Oll I 
From roint of inteMCt&OO to Pbilao . ; • 

Fr·~'lj~]:r:,~~·.;;M~~~i'ii::;;::: 1 5~ i'"'"" U j:li.:J:: j' 

F1ona Phi!ad<ll'bsa, Pa., 1o Treat•lft1 l 
.s. J.... ...................... 34 I 117 7 ':J,tOO 00 37,6i:l 00 

Frona Pt.iladelphia to Cl>lumbia ..... ~ 83} j..... ... H ll'l 52.1 tlO I I'(IIIUylfUlia, •,. .... 1401 
i4•'5 

1 1U5 
1-'rom l'hi'A;lelpbia to PotiSYill~ •.••• • !17 ·········! 10 u:u~6 00 J 
Frcm Pniludel}lhi:t to WeatrheaiCr .•• j 33 :........ G ~ 00 

-~·---"----~ t;r-----------, 

~"-')1-And •••••••••••• 

{\;\)\),,,, ........... . 

: From I'M: Clinto•: to Tama~t'J!l ••••• ! 
!-'rum L·•u'·'Rtcr to H arrilllvll'l(• ••••• 
to'r.Hll HnrriR'•u~ •o ~~1~mbeuhur;.; .. 
l'nr.• H:urisburx to HollillapLur~ .. 

1

1 

Fr.,m Cbambel'liburg w HageNtl'wn, 
l\1.• .......................... . 

l':ll) F.om for•1in~to Ul~~urat ........ \ 
1~'01 r'r<·m B11l:1more to Phi!ade'pt::a, 1'a. 

1 )'lta·l From lhlumore to \Vaahina:ton, ·'· C. 1 

l~•l i 1-'1 11111 Cahi,.nore to Curr.ln·rl11nd, with 'I 
l broncb to Frcdetick-3 mike •••. 

l!lf'j ' F·om Ua:umcre to Columl>:a, ••••• , 
J:t:.!7 l~r .. rr Aunupuhs lo Annapolie june. ! 

1100 ••••••• ••••••• •••••• •••••••· 
2165. , Fr-.ut Manslit·hl to &ndusky ....... i 
2:J06 , Fr!lm ~prindieltl to Sandu~ky ... • •. •) 
~;!31 , From Cmemn~tl &o 8pin!(fidd •••••• 
~~2!"1 }o'pm Jun~li••n to Cllllrlotlt•~llle.,. ·I 
24:!7 J·l· From Richmund to A quia Creek •• , 
24:!~ Frorn ~zrhmond Ia Pe_~rabur; ...... I 
2440 , From I ~trr~burg In Caty l-'o1nt .•. , •• 

1 

24H 
1 

lo'r"m Pctert!'ur~, Va., to WriJon, 
I N.C ......................... . 

2449 1 1-'r()ro: llacAiiord, Ya., to G. at.:>n, N. , 
c .. ···~··········· .. , ... ,,,,,1 

~5~l 
•urtJ. ('lroliufl,, •• , •• 2el!ll 

~Z·mpt. 

F:om Wincht!ltcr to Harr r'• f'erry I 
From n~fo:z~h to G11ston .••••••••••• 1 

Frorn W ell.lon toW .lmin4ton •• ,.,, ,11 
lrom eolumbia to Brandwille ••.• , 'j 
Jo 1'0".' Charkllton, S.C., to Au,,•eta, 

IJIIIIa C~&~ .. IJna....... :11114 
I 31:.!~ 

I 3J!)r. 
Oto.•t';l .•••••••.•••• :t'J:,o 

:j~):<7 

:11!!14 
' 3~111"1 
: 3314 
':UP~ 

J'i nrJ:t ..• ,,,, ,,,,,,. !J:'•JH 
... 1-o,:\n ............ 3~03 

{.f.Sot 1 f 1 t t f I Itt I I I I I I I If I If If I I II 

t'n>rn Jnnr1io11 to Cnn>rlcn ••• ,, ••••• 
l•'rnm I'IIIYI\Illtllh to M11con,,, •• ,,, •• ' 
Jo'ro·rn :'llaron to t\ll~nta.,, .. , •• ,,,.' 
Jo'r••m Autll~tl\ to Atlunt11 .. , ••••• "I 
I·' rum l~n1o11 l'•·int to A1hcn1 .. ,,,, •• 
Frono Atlanl" to ChaltliOOOj:ft •• , • ,, 
Fwm Kuo.:~ton to Homt .. • , • •. , • •, ·I 

, 1-:rrm Ttllahru11re to St. Marlc'1 ..... 
1 . • ron• IJ,;tr<lt~ to New Huft'~lo, , , , •• , 

20 
3-· .. 
!i:J 
lil 

2'' 
411 
)0~ 
40 

1~2 
7~ 

......... ! ········ ........ ! 

.. ...... 1 

5116~ I . ....... ; ........ , 
........ ) 
~16 

.~ ; ~.~~~ ~ I 
13 7.4~1 (lti i 
7 ,12, 11;0 IJU I 

I ' 
6 !li3 vo : 
G • l,il"• 1:0 

13 :i;;,,:lltl 011 
H \l:!,l•UO 1>0 i 

!4~.~~~ 50 ! 
II i,UOO 00 t 

i !2, 200 0(1 ~ 
i :4,615 OH i 
' !',615 0" 
I t<,5011 (hi I 

7,'.1'.\1110 ' 
tt:,o•s 33 I 

, 5,f-IS 48 
I 450 00 I 
\ts.~oo oo 

7 2,000 (I() ' 
6 ~ 1 743 1•0 I 
:,• ~. i!IO llll 

:3~,1100 00 
7 : (i,900 00 

• !a3, 012 so 
1 I J,!li,lt {10 
j J!l,!liiU 00 
7 'II!, )110 flO , 
i 31i, IUIIIO \ 
G !l,II(JO 1111 
G l~.OIJ\1 110 : 
7 !1311 00 ! 
a c:ztt oo ' 

11i ,!4!1.134 00 ; 

i 

l 
I 

:;2, s:;o co t 

9~,612 so I 
19,730 00 i 

51,507 til 
I 

46, 1oo oo I 

41, tlli2 50 

• 1~ lri!'• three mon&b•, and 8 &rip• nine 11011\U t I additional uipt darinr natiplion. 
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'"iii"'" ., u 
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~.-~ 

l 
t . 
"1 t 
I 1 B 

• 11.114 10 • 1.414. • ,.,. . • ..... ,.. 
• 1.114 • • a.••• • •• , . .. , 

I 1,110 GO , 
~·a.- 110 • !' ...... , , .. Olt 

1 .. 
r ........ 

---~ i 
S.DIG I 

1 ...... 1 
I.WIOI 

u.tt~ M 
s.~30 • I Ol'er .,..,..._.. 

l'30.813 a i 

8. •• 1101181£. 
llnl ......... ,....._ ....... 

... 
• 

_____ ._____.----~------

State. 

New llam!'ahire. ,,, . , 2CO 

Musachu•ctta ... ••• •
1 

461 

516 

New Yurk ........... Hl1 

802 

I'U:l 
l'U!I 

Ill~ 
I'•<J:If'!. 
!.14:1 

11'41 
l:!lfi 
I \lUi 

N~w Jcrrty .• , ••• ,. 'I 13U1 

E 

1 l 
.5 -~ 
Is -.M .:.. 

Tcrmiai. o1 ~ ~ 'o :: !. 
~ :; .!iJ ii 
.! "i s g 
iS ! e: i < 

------------- ---- .\Jill•. ,\files. --- ----

1 
a 

-~ 
1 c: c: 
< 

Rcmarb. 

From Weir'• Brid«e to Centre liar- · 
llor and \Volfooro... .... • • • . • .. . 30 

From ~t.W lkdfonl to liantuekc:t ••• , tiS 
30r G 

ti 
tJOO 

1 

$10() ~. 
3,000 ~ ............ F. om Novtmber 25 to 1\larch C':l 

25 from Wood'• Hole to 

From 1-'all n;vtr, via Nn·port, R. 1., 
to x~w y,,rk. N. Y ... : ......... · 20o,s:. 

Fr.um ~"'! York, N. Y., to Ston· 
angtvn, Conn , ••••• , , , • , •• , • , • , , , 

Fn•1.11 ~('w Yt>rk, N. Y., to Nor-
125 

\\'H:It, (:unn .••• ,,.,,, ,, , •••••••• 14~ 
!I 

!.'!G5 

........ {j 

7 

1,500 

9,000 

5,~~~ i 

:\.mtucket only. By rtca.m• !Z•_ 
looat and packet altcmat"ly. w 
No cor;tract. 

........ 1 

19 30,000 1 ............ 13 timrK n wrak to All•any, ........ 1 
I ar:d G timea a we~k to Truy. 

Jo'wnr ~ew York Ill TnmJ•kit:~villr •• 
i From New York t:> All>nuy a uti Troy. 150 

, ........ 6 ).10 . ........ \ 1:1 !2,143 

I G 4,!:-UO """"! ........ J:J !!, 1'14 ' 

"'9~!i"l 
6 3,111111 
0 1,500 57,!!21 ... 

28 5 300 300 !i 

From New y,,rk to Port Rithmoml. !l 
~·ro111 Nrw \'o1k In l'itrmnnt,,,.,,, 25 
)",.,,rn White llall, N. Y., to St. 

I 
J uhn\;, ( ',onn~ta •• , , , , , , , , , , , , , , • );,0 

Frn111 S~dul,ria ,,., Ornr::\·~ •• ,, ,,,, ,,, :!!I 
Jo'r""' L• wi.·ll n '" Ol:JI u-t.ur~:l>, •,,. 31111 

i J.'JPld i thurn 10 CU)'ll:!ft l!ruh:c., •, t, 40 

I fr"''' X•·w \'t•rk, N. \'., to Kry 
l'urt, X. J, .... ............... 2~ 
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OWe ••••••••••••••• .' !IISI 
!It! I 

fH) 

\"UC'II~. •••••••••••· liS: fl. 

h3f 

~· -~ 
ilHii3 
~pL 
te:t 

Mort~~ Canlll::a • • • • • • ~ . .-~n :-!. 
!.-:ill 

ao.a Ca:oliiiL •••••• :.1:!:1 

~i~ ............. 3:l:fl 
f'luridr • .• • .. • •• • • • • • J."!ui 

3li3 
Alicbif-11...... ••••• :r:ut 

;c~ui 

I :Sit-:t 

llhcoi: ............. .' 43:11 

w~ .......... .luaa 

B-Contia111d. 

'1 l 

I h t1 t 
J I~ J 1 I . -,--j----~;---:------

, ...... W... I 

..... ~ .. or..... ••••.•••• 't ;• ·t 

......... !'t. , ... "' Clc ...... ,. Sf$ ' .,,. 
u-. .. ~1-· .. ···•oo••••:. r ' 
F'rvsa~ .. Ma,..-tl'•.t.!'1··' IC at I I 1,• 
t'roa ~ Cntlr, v ... liD ... , 

i...-. D. C .................... , 511 
1 
•. ,,,,... t I 11,431 

•• 1\1111 ........ NCitf'..&ll ••••••• •I 130 • • • •• • • • I I :t.-
• ....._ Norfallne u.-1 ............. 1 ld i' ..... • I 1,._ 
Fro. ~Offullr, \'e.,cu U.&u.clft,ll41 i tUit I f. COl 
..... N-'"IIIIeltutwllle ......... : ,, I I ISS 
Fro.at Nntta11110 8ul'ullr ••••••• ····1 3S ........ I 111 
Fteaa \Vhedillclo Par~..... 91 lUll t l,M 

F~.:.~·~:-::~·.~:~~~. JSG ... ~.. 7 3'1,0111 
1-'rom S.a1111l Q.IIIIJ ,., Ply--Ill •.• .,t 1111 - I 1 :!.SW 
FNID C!o.ulestoo, d. C., le Sa~ I I 

onll, Ga........................ 100 IQ» 1 I l.a.M 
F •• , ... s.na..o. u.~ .. 1o t•.bdla, Fa.' :U1 ~ t ~ 1,5tllt 
•·rr·m f'a~cb wllelk.owalle ........ I~ I •,51Ju 
1-',-om CJoaoaah•.othee lu ·'P"!!lfhie-,ls. 1.50 *:0 i ~ liiJII 
From 0. •rou, lb~b., co Buff'al.t, N. Y 3IJII •••••••• 

1 

I ~- 1U, liUU 
t-'n-:u l)dr.•illo &.all Sl. !\taaie.. ... :.SI • .. •• .. . I : :.·uu 
1-',-uwGI'AIIII lbr*IOOwuillana. 3$ C..~ 3. t 1611 

Fr"m Mil-~, Wia., to Xew Buf· b moe. ~ I 
(alo, Micla..................... ItS 1! I ! ,. 1,~ 

fNia M.ilwaakie 10 SlaeboJpa..... eo - .. vvw 

..... ; 
I 

! 
i .G!N. 
I 

J!t,SU I 
·~·~! ·-· I 
4,100 I 

i 
I 

)9,300 I 
T, •. 

6110 I 

i 

----~-----~.-----·------------ ~--·------.... -

Milroari .......... 1 (~ 

I c-939 

Kentucky ............ 15005 

1

5101 

51 IIi 

Alabama ............. SSO:l 
1 5540 

l\fiSHi•ipri .......... ; .. ;a.a 
Ark11neato,.,,. ...... , [)!101 

Lou11i.an11 ........... 

1

, :::: 

611J.j 
Texaa .............. ' 6:!01 

Sub. I 
G~ll 
~uL. 2 
6:.102 

FroiD St. Lo:.~:t, Mo., to New~ I 
leatlll, fA. .. .. .. • .. .. .. • .. • .. .. 1250 

Fru&n SL Louia, !r!o.,,eo Keokutk, 
Iowa ........................... i06 

From Louimlle, Ky.,IO SL LoW., I 
Mi.aaouri •••••••••••••••••••.••• ; G!iO 

From Luui.lvd!e, Ky., w Ciuciamati, : 
Ohio .......................... ' Ui 

Fr~>m Lo•unille, Ky., to New Or- : 
,.eau•, lA ................. ••••••· 14tS 

From Stockton to Mut.ile ........... ' 3~ 
From Guntrr'» Ltmdu g to Decatur •• 1 61 
From Vi.·l~ .. burjttO Yazoo c.ty .•••• : 110 
1-'r .. m L:1tlc Ruck to Nupolcon ...... I !l71! 
l't<'"' New OrltllllJ1 L:a., to Mollile, 1 

Alahuma ....................... , 16-1 
From New 0.-letlna to St. Francia- ' 

\illr .•• ,.,, .................... ,. 167 
From Nr.w Orlf'llllll to 8hrneaport... 544 
Fr•••ll Nrw 0rlt·una to Covinf1011.,.. 00 
!'rom lr.dillltola, ·resu, to New Or-

1 11n~. L.t. • .. • • • .. .. .. .... .. .. GOO 
Frnm l'•••o• &n Iaen, Tes"'• to 

;o.lew Oto· ·11~, Lol .... ., ... • .... •• iOO 
From 011lvuwn to Uo.~uvton ........ 1 ~0 

I 

1 ....... .1 
: 14~ 

!.::::::: 
I 
I 2~10 , ........ : 
I • !~;; : 

2i~ I 

....... l 
••••••••I 

I 

'"935''1 

I 
••••• , •• 1 

1
13~ 

10~'l61 ! 

3 

G 

3 

6 
7 
6 
3 
3 

3 
(f) 
3 

1 
g 

G, ItO I·. . . .. .. .. . 1 

Sen :co e~~p.tot! bJ &he trip. 

S, 1::1 I 9, 36U . Dol do. 

lO,li()O 
1
............ Do do. 

1o,soo I 
I 

:z:;, 2-<tl 1 45, 720 Do> do. 
5, 177 : ............ Under coach wntratt. 
4. 2~5 I 9, 4Cit 
1,4!1.) ! 1,495 

1~. ooo \ 1~, 01J0 I 

~·1.1;:; i 

10, :.uo ! 
2,1il5 , ............ Serviceenp:ed l:ythetrip. 

1'100 I 40,0!)0 

Jl!,(J(,O' 

15,{1()1) 
li,UOO I 

! 
I 

3~,000 : 

33~,Yii : 

t 211 week to ~;•tehitoche•, 371 mile~; I • week reeiduc. 

S. R. IJODBIE, llr~l.Jiritlllfll Pollmatltr Gerurtd. 
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Numlx-r or I Pvint.. ,Di8taace. N.am~r ot i Coatractorl. I AnuJal.(\:1)"·1 
ro<.~!e. i lriJll. I 

--, !~:------, . 
Remarke. 

1 

1

. New \".,rk, by Sllltlulmrt"n, F.n:• : 3,"1iill 1 a monlh •••• <kl'an Steam Nati:t.t· 1 t-2·0,000 Ua•der COfttl'llet with the Pcl41tma"cr 
lan·J, to Uruu.:n llann, Gctwany. li<flt Cu•nr~mr, e. Jl u. neoal IICI"ft:ably If\ act or Con• 

. S.•nd, Ptcaid· n!. I ~IU.1 of l\brcia 3, lt-U. 21 Cltntl<tl!llft, R.tuth Clro>!in,, l.)'__Sa· 6&9 ~. mollth •••• l M. C.!\t<JI'Iiecai....... ro,ooo Un·ler (OIItraet with tho Portmutn 
'"!lll'l:al>, u~- r::on,llntl !'ey Weal, I . U<"neral :tCrtrn'•IY to atta "' c ... ,. 

l I· ••. rala, to u,.,·.m:., "'"""· 1 _ t=r- ·• ,,( llatch 3, ld471 and Ju!y 
I I J·l,hHt:l 

3 I ~ew York. hv Ct.11rluton, S.n3.D· I ( 1,400 } 1} } f 
ll ll;tlt, :tn<l lin\'"""· It ' . o. L""'• M. 0. n"" • Ur.J•r '"""'"~' 11'itb tbe Scl"rtl-l:f ot 

To ~ew U.-lra11•, Lnu;_.hr.a..,.. iOO I a m'lntb ... ,. ~r111, nn•l U. R. t!ltl,O. 0 -1 tJ.c ~o&V)' 11~rcrably tn net of (;on• 
j An~~n~~~~~.:·~~~ to Clollii'U, l,_,ll i M.:llr11a.oc. : l g•cs.t oi !\hr:h 3, lSn. 

4 ARI.>ria, o .... g.m, '·Y Slll Fr:~nci.ro, 4,200 l am<Jntb.. •• \V. n. Aapinw~n ..... ·l l!l9,1JW lin~er rnn!r.trt wirh the S··ct'lal'f ot 
. Clll.lilmin, Mout~rrv, nnd San I I thr. Nnvv n~re,. .. bly to a.-~ of Con• I Diego, to P.u;llmll, New Gr.&~~adll. ~re~• uf ;\l~rdl 3, ·~-n. s~.ni· 

momMy •en·iec u perfor.ne<l on 

Extension 4 P.uuma to Cl111gret ............... . 
I 

this rout" i!l conn,.xion with route 
No. 3. The additiot.al eomrcnsa• 
lt 111, therefor,., remaina to be ad· 
juskd. 

CO : ~a month .......................... j30 rer trip Servi~e ~f.•r:ne-1 by the New Grer.a• 

I for fintlOO dian govcrnmtut under I.Ctaty. 
pounds un: 

I t':\~b 01<\ll, i 
and jl~ r~r! 

I t'llth HI<'• i_ 

tel'<li11g lOu 

I rouno!N, ! 
5 j New York to Livtrp:>ol, F.n:!aud .... 1 3,100 !! "mnnth f:or E. K. Cot: in•, James 3:::i,c:oo Urdcr cnntrll't with the Seeretarv o 

l d month,, Bro\m, and Stew.ut t!ac N.tvy agreeably to act of Con-

... . 

~- --·--·--~~ 

Fuuu:e. 

ct I a montb i Brown. 
Nlidue of 
die year. 

1 enry other Ocean Steam Na•ica-
month. t~on Com~ay; Mor-

\lmer LiYIIIIIi.OII, 

Embrued in the Bremen contract, 
route No. 1, with Poac.mucerO..... 
ral. 

J
1

. New York, by Cowet, to llnA", 

~----~------------- -~--L-----~--------~----~------~-------''"''· 
& R. HOBBIE, 

Jlrll ......,_, ,..,..,. an..r. 
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REPORT OF TilE CE~SUS BOARD. 

CExsus 0Jo'Jo'fCF., Not:embf'r 30, 18-JiO. 
Sm: I h:wn the honor to report that this om~~ Wa:4 organized, immr.­

di:Jtl'h' nftN the p."l:•~age of the act nf 2:Jtl Mar last, hy the nppointm(>nt 
of a Supcriutendeut and the necessary cferl~s ancl other assistant!'l. 'f'he 
fi,&-ee t!mplnycd has varied as the requirements of its dnti~s secuu~•l ttl jus­
ti l'y. Buriug the month of August, there were employetl, in wltlitiou tu 
t!>c Superintendent, tweuty-unc person:,, at salaries varying from thrt~o 
hundwd and fifly to one thousand dollars. 

In September, the services of bnt filttrlecu persons were required. Pnr 
the entire mouth of November, thirty-four pers,ms have been consta,:t:y 
cu!!aged in various duties. · · 

'J'hc printing fhr this offi~c has hecu executed under the direction of the 
f~Pnsus Board, in accordance with the 19th section of the act of 23d ~lay 
last. 'rhe schednles have been furnished, and the other printing executed 
as rcquiretl, in a satisfactory manner. 

'l'he work of taking the census is progressing with great uniformity 
throughout the whole extent of the United States and 'l'erritories. 'l'he 
rcturus made are iu the main very s£4tistactory, and exhibit a comnwuJ­
able llegree of prud(:ncc and discrimination by the man•hals in the appniut · 
llleut of their assistants. The entire number of assistauts wtll somcwlmt 
exceed three thousand, from nine hundred and sixty-se·>ell of whom re­
tnrus ha\·e been r~ceived at this office, exhibiting, on comparison with 
tlw cen~ns of 1840, a gratifying iucrcase in population and wealth in 
crcry part of tho Union. 

'rhe materials furnished hy the present C('Usns, ap·ut from the g~o­
graplJi(::.tl information contained autl the sauit:.try condition of caeh por. 
tiou. ot tlw United States llevelopE:Ll, will afford the deuwuts fi,r a ~~nu1pi. 
lation of value, illustrative of the iwlust•y, cuterprisr~, awl social ~oudi­
tiou of onr people, unet.ptallct.l by auythiug uow cxistiug with rc1ereuee ti) 
any couutrr. 

Grc:.t ns wnst prove the labor to compile the n:att•rial"i fllrJJi..;)Jf'rl by 
thr·so mtums and condense them iut') proper form, it is ldieved that it 
'\'.'ill prove as nothiug iu couJp<..trisou with the vahw of a work whiel1 is 
cakulatml to exhibit, not ouly our ouward progress as a uatiou to wealth 
aud IIU!Ilhl•rs, us compared with tho past, }Jut our exaf~t f~ouditiou, at. tht~ 
middle of tlJe 1 ~lth ~~eutnry, with Tf•t(!ff!ll<:l' tiJ populatiou, iulf!rw.tl iuJ­
proVCJiJI'tJt~, ngrindturc, uwuulactur,~s, awl the uweiJauie urts-literatmt•, 
cdu,·nttou, religio11, 1111d tJtnral)oi, It is helil!\'<!d that tim population rct11rus 
nud all · o1Lcr i!Jti.!Jtsts nay he eOlllJ,Ji~c·d wnltiJJ tbwc cr lc•ur vvhlll.<'6i 
1idill-:t fi,nu at our.n f'onvctlil!l'lt aud:-uitahle. 

'l'ltn 'OIIIPI'II:->:ttiou provided by tlw :wt of ~)a~r h .. t (i,r rnar!.lwls aSHI 
tl11:ir assist:tllls is fi,lltJd l;l!l!eral1y to be ~llfli~ir•ut, but iu u. vr·ry fcw,~a~w~ 
t!lltiwly iiJ:tdt!qlt:ttn, as tllf• aPtu:d r•xpon~r! iuwrred Ly the ntli1:cr has CX· 
r.Ct!l!f~,l tfl,. aJttmmt which by law Jw is authorized to recci\'o. 

'J'he propl·r r«'mcdy for such cases would Le nn extcusion thereto of thn 
pr·wi~ioJtK ,,f the first section of the " rmpplementary act" approved 
Auguat 30, 1!6\J. 
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I •~ behe\"ed that no further RJlfllOJlriation by Congress will be DICeS· 
li'itry to r.arry into ctlccr the act of 23d llny. 
· 'J'he dialbnrsements from th~ census fund up to this date, inclusive, are 

as follows, viz: 

Pnid to United Stntes morshnls and &.distants • $68, 442 46 
Paid for paper ruiJ printing (under dilection of the Census 

Board) • • - • • • • 16,000 00 
Salaries 15, 408 90 
Coutir:~i~lll expenses (ir: .. !u•ling $1, 60i 16 paid b trans-

'._.'f:"nun of schedules) - .. • • • . 2, 7i9 94 

1QI,581 30 

Wh;rh is respectfully .;ubmitted. 

Bon. A. H. H. S.'"tT.\RT, 

Sect'UQI'fl ot th ~v·. 


