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REPORT

OF

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL

—— et

Post Orrice DEPARTMENT,
Nevember 30, 1850.

Sin: The number of mAil routes within the United States, at the close
of the fiscal year ending on the 30th of June last, was_5,590; the ag-
gregate length of such routes was 175,672 miles; aud the number of con-
tractors employed thereon, 4,760,

The anuunal transportation of the niails on tiese routes was 46,541,423
wiiles, at an annual cost of §2,7:24,4:26; making the average cost about
five cents and eight and a half mills per mile.

The increase in the number of iuland mail routes during the year was
649; the increase in the length of mail routes was 10,969 miles; and the
annual transportation of the year exceeded that of the previous year by
3,497,354 miles, at an increased cost of £312,110.

The mail service in Culifornia and Oregon, having been irregular in
its performance, and imperfectly reported to the department, has not heen
uinbraced in the foregoing statements.

There were, on the 30th of Juue last, five foreign mail routes, of the
azgregate length of 15,079 miles; and the annual price of the transpor.
tation thereon, payable by this department, was $264,506; being an in-
crease of $8,514 ou the cost of the preceding year,

There should be added to the cost of trausportation, as above stated,
the expense of mail messengers, ond local and route agents, (which ex.
pense is chargeable to the transportation fund,) and which for the last
fiscal year amounted to $107,042; being an increase of $43,529 on the
cxpenses of the muil messengers, and local and route agents, for the pre.
veding year, :

The increase of our mail service for the last fiseal year, over the year
preceding, was about 9 4-10 per cent., and the increase in the total cost
was about 122 7-10 per cent.

The extent and cost of sweh serviee S the last year, its division among
the States and Territeries, and its comparison wit?x that of the preceding
year, will more fully appear by the acconipanying report of the First As-
sistant Postinaster Cieneral, .

‘I'he number of postmasters appointed during the year ending June 30,
1830, was 6,518, Of that number, 2,600 were appointed to fill vacaneios
nceasioned by resiguation; 233 to fill vacancics occasioned by the decease
of the previous incambents; 202 on u chauge of the sites of the offices
for which they were appointed; 1,411 on the rcinoval of their predeces-
sors; and 1,979 were uppointed on the estalilishiaent of new offices,

The whole number of post offices in the United States at the end of
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that year was 18417, There were 1,979 post oflices establishied, and
309 discontinued, during the year.

The postmasters and other agents of the department have, with few
exceptions, performed their duties with fidelity and proinptness, and main-
tained the credit of the departmemt for efficiency and usefulness.

The failures of connexion which have from tiine to time occurred ou
some of the routes have caused much inconvenience and anneyance.
It is hoped, however, that the renewed requirement of the returns of
weekly and monthly registers of the arrivals and departures, by the post-
masters at the ends of each route, which sre now regularly made w the
department, and the eflicient action of the ‘ncreased number of special
agents, will render these irregularites less frequent.

The gross revenue of the department for the yearending June 30,
1850, was £5,552,971 48, derived from the tollowiug sources:

From letter postage, including foreign postage, and

stamps sold - . 4,575,663 86
From newspaper and pamphlet postage - - 919,453 94
From fines - - - - - - 38 W
From miscellaneous items - - - - 3,048 66
From receipts on account of dead letters - - 1,748 10

From the ;Xpropriation made by the 12th section of the
act of March, 1847, for ‘the franked matter of
the departments - - - - - 200,000 00

5,699,984 86

From this sum should be deducted the amount received
during the year for British postages which are pay-
able to that governmemnt under the postal conven-
tion of December, 1848 - . - - 147,013 338

5,552,971 48

.

Leaving for the gross revenue of the year -

The expenditures of the year were as follows.

For the transportation of the mails - - $2,965,7%6 36
For ship, steamboat, and way-letters - 40,543 71
For compensation to postuiasters - . - 1,549,376 19
For wrapping paper - - - - - 27,435 53
For oflice furniture - - - - - 6,59 70
For advertising - - . . - 72,633 50
For mail-bags - - - . - 31,160 &2
For blanks - - - - . . 30,639 26
For mail locks, keys, and stamps - - . 9,392 30
For mail depredations und special agents - . 29,726 79
For clerks for offices, (offices of postmusters) - - 357,935 61
For miscellaneous iteins - - . . $9,526 00
For post offico laws and regulations - - - 1,722 24
For repayment of money found in dead letters . 216 52

5,212,953 43

f——————— ——
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lzaving, as the excess of the gross reveneue over the ex-

peuditures of the year, the smn of - - - $310,018 03
The undrawn appropriations for this department under

the 12th seclio,:lmof the act of 1847, before referred

to, amounted, on the 3ith Juue last, (including the

§200,00) embraced in the revenues of the last year,

and included in the foregoing balance,) to - - 055,555 35
The Auditor of the departinent estimates the balauce to

the credit of the revenue of the department on the day

last wentioned, which will be ultimately found to he

available, (and which does not include the §663,355 55

above mentioned,) at - - - - - 649,165 31

1,314,720 &

Making an available balance, from all sourzes, of
QOut of which there is payable to the British
government for postages collected under
the postal treaty during the fiscal year
euding Juue 30, 1519 . - - §33,66! 66
Aud during the year ending June 30, 1850 147,013 33

192,675 04

Leaving a nett balance (as estimated by the Auditor) of 1,132,045 82

For a more detailed statement of the fiscal coudition and affairs of the
department, you are respectfully reterred to the report of the Auditor,
hereto annexed,

T'he new contracts for wail transportation in the northern se:tion, com-

sed of the States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts,

hode Island. Connecticut, and New York, made in the spring of 1849,
showed an increase of annual compensation of $96,4981; being an increase
of more than eighteen per cent. upon the previous cost of that section,

* The new contiacts made under the lettings of last spring for the west.
orn seetion of the Union, embracing the States of Michigan, Indiana,
Lilinois, Wisconsin, lowa, Missouri, Kentucky, Tenuessee, Alabama,
Mississipi, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas, and the Territories, exhibit
a still greater inerease in the annual cost of transpertation in that se~tion,

This inerease is estimated in the contract oflice at 5236,696 per anuuiy,
being abont 25 per cent. advance upon the aunual cost of that section
under the contracts in force up to the end of the jast fiscal year. OF
this, about ten and four-fifihs per cent. is attributable to the increase of
serviee jn that sectton, and ahout fourteen aud one-fifth per cent. 1o ihe in-
ersased rate of compensation provided for in the lute contracts,

‘T'he inereased costin the othar scetfuns of the Union, under the orders
for e jruprovement and extension of the service on existing mail rones,
made by the Postnaster Geerily during the first quarter of the curent
fiscal year, will amount (after deducting the curtailinents

ordered) to - . . - - - 12,470 00
And suuiiar orders to be made during the residue o
year nray inerease the expreases . . - 50,000 00

The placing of the steam marl-paeket Franklin on the New
York and Havre line will add the cost of a half-imonthly
hine for nbout 1V mouths . - . . 622,500 00
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The service in California and Oregon, so far as reported,

will eost for the current year about - - . £80,170 00
The placing of the steam-packet Humboldt on the New

York and Havre line, and the putting in operation of

the new routes established at the last session, so far

as it can be done within the remainder of the current

veur, in accordance with the regquirent s of the laws

regulating the deparunent, will probably add to the ex.

peuses of the year - - - - - 20,000 00

The estimates upon this item, and that of the additional service yet to
be ordered, wre made upon very uncertain data.  Indeed, the exient and
cost of the mnail service, as well as the revenues of this depurinent, ure
subject to constaut fluctuations, and the best considered and wost careful
estimates can furnish only a reasonuble approximution to the actual re-
sults,

The expenditures for the eurrent year are estimated as follows:

The annual expenses of transportation, (foreign aud in-

land,) as it stood at the close of the last fiscal year . 3,095,974 00

Additional cost in western section under contracts which

weut into etfect July 1, 1850 - - - - 236,696 0v
Cost of improvements in other sections erdered in the

first quarter of the current year - - - 12,450 00
Cost of inprovements to be nide under similar orders du-

ring the residue of the vear - - - - 50,000 O
Expeuse of stewner Fraukliv on the New York and ITavre ’

line . . - - - 62,500 (U
Service in California and Oregon already reported - 80,470 00
Cost of new routes and steamer Humbol bt - - 20,000 VB

Expense of publizhing a revised list of pist offices and

hostinasters, and a new edition of the laws and regu-

ations, with a map to accompany the latter - - 14,500 Ot
Expenses of last year under the heads of compensation to

posunasters; wrapping paper; oflice furniture; adver-

tising; mail-bags; blanks; mail-lock s, keys, und stamps;

mail depredations and special agents; clerks for offices,

(offlices of postinusters,) and miscelluneous items; with

eleven per cent. added, (such expenses necessarily in-

creasing with the increase of the revenue and general

service) - - . - - - - 2,417,199 90

6,019,809 Yo

T'o meet these expenditures, the departrent must rely on the receipts of
postages, the annual appropriution of 5:200,000 under the twelfih section
of the act of 1347, which has been Dbeforo retened to, aud the vitling ap-
propriation made at the last session of Congress s a comprepsation for the
transportation of the matter sunt free through the mails woder the act for
taking the seventh eensus,

Bufore giving an estimnte of the revene of the eurrent year, it is proper
to remark that no reliable estimate of the reeeipts from postage con be
made., 'I'he increase for the yeur ending June 30, 1847, was 11 27 100
per cent.; for the year ending June 3V, 1%, only 7 48-100 per cent. ; aud

e
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for the year ending June 30, 1849, 14 20 100 per cent.; heing an average
for the three years of 10 96-100 per cent.; and the increase for the yeur
ending June 30, 1830, excluding the balances in favor of Great Briwin,
was 14 5.8 per cent. N
It is believed that the postages of the current year will

show an increase over those of the last year of at least

11 per cent., and amountto - - . - §6,099,616 28
Deduct British postages, estimated at - - - 145,000 G0

5,951,616 28
Add the appropriations for the franked matter of the de-
pariment, and the appropriation for the postage of census

matter - - - - - - 212,000 GO
Making estimated revenues - - . - 6,166,616 28
From which deduct estimated expenditures . - 6,019,509 %
146,806 38

==

The conveyance of correspondence between this and forein countries,
and between the Atlantic and Pacific portions of the United States, has
become a large and important brauch of our mail service. ‘I'he means
provided for this conveyance cousist of sixteen steam-ships now in actual
service, with four riore to be added under the existing coutracts. Con-
nected with this service is the land service across the Isthinus of Panama,
which is performed by the government of New Granada, under a treaty
providing a stipulated compensation, according to the weight of the mails.

The whole duty of the government in regard to our correspondence
with foreign countries is not discharged by simply providiug and super-
vising the means of conveyance. Arrangements should be made with
the countrics to which our steam-ship lines extend to specify and secure
mutual and satisfactory terms for the interchange of mails, and for the un.
interrupted transit of our correspondence, in the mails of those countries,
to the countries beyond. With Germany such arrangements have been
already made, ‘They yet remain to be adjusted with France; but the sub-
jeet is now in charge of our diplomatic representatives, and an carly and
favorable termination of their negotiations is anticipated.

In respect to our correspondence with the West Indies and South
America, some specific arrangenient is desirable; and the carly passage of
a joint resolution of Congress authorizing this departiment to tuke mea-
sures to secure such an arrangenient is recommended.

The mail service in California and Oregon, and espeeially in the for-
mcr, is still in an unsettled state and but partially reported, so that no
satisfactory statement in regard to it can be submitted.  Suffirjent time
to communicate with the agent last appointed 1o tuke charge of the Cali-
fornia service has not yet elapsed since his appointiment; but his report
upon the present eondition of the service in that State may he expected
at an early day, In addition to the difliculties incident to the new and
very peculiar state of affairs in that distant region, there are nany that
result {rom the want of proper experience aud skill on the part of those
to whomn the management of postal affairs it that seetion of the country
has uecessarily been confided.” "I'he appointment ofa Deptity Postipaster
General and an Auditr o reside in California, as proposed by a bill pe-
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Eomd at the Inst session, might aid in removing some of the difficulties,
ut would give an organization which would scver that service from the
service in other parts of the Union, and is liable to other objections. It
is, therefore, respectfully suggested that improvenent, systen, economy,
and efliciency would be sooner introduced if Congress should authorize
the Postmaster Geueral to send temporarily to the Pacific coast an officer
of the greatest knowledge and experience in mail arrangements and in
the principles and rules of the deparunent governing the making of con.
tracts, for the purpose of being there associated with the local agent in
organizing the service at the outset, and placiug it on & proper basis for
the future charge and management of such local agent. if.the local agent
is to be continued in charge of the service, his salury should be in-
creased (o an amount better corresponding with the high prices prevailing
in Califoruia.

In view of the time required to comimunicate with Oregon and our
newly acquired territories, the following modification of the pust office laws
is urgently recommended:

1. That the contract and fiscal year for the Post Office Department, in
respect to the service in California, Oregon, New Mexico, and Utah, be
changed, and that it comnence and end three months earlier than for the
rest of the Union, so that the returns, accounts, and all other statements
for the last quavter of the fiscal year in that partien of the Union can be
made to the General Post Office in Washington in time, aiter being duly
audited, to be embraced in the aunnal reports submitted at the opening of
Congress. .

2. That authority be given to the special agent in that conntry to open,
at San Francisco, the dead letters returned from the offices in Califoruia
and Oregon, and there dispose of them, as is now done at the General
Post Office, under such regulations and restrictions as the Postmaster
General may prescribe. For this purpose, a clerk or clerks, with suitable
salaries, should be allowed to the special agent.

A cousiderable reduction of letter postage, and the adoption of a uni-
form inland rate, are desired by a lurge portion of the people of the United
States. Juteresting and able reports, recommending different degrees of
reduction, were made, but not acted upon, at the last session of Congress.
The subject will doubtless again engage the attention of Congress at its
approachiing session; and, with an earnest desire that our rates of postage
may be reduced to the lowest point that is practicable without calling for
a contribution from the treasury beyoud what should be paid for the trans-
mission aud delivery of the official aud public correspoudence, 1 recom-
mend that the iuland lotter postuge be reduced to three cents the single
letter when prepaid, and be fixed at the uniforn rute of five cents when
not prepaid; and, aleo, that the Pestmaster General be required to reduce
this prepaid rate to two cents the siugle letter whenever it shall be ascer-
tained that the revenues of the department, ofter the reductions now
recommended, shull have exceeded its expenditures by more than five
per cent. for two consecutive fiscal years. I also recomunend that the
postage to California and Oregon be greatly reduced, aud that the postage
chargod on other sea-going lotters he mado sore simple and unifor,
With the numnerous rates now charged—some with aud some withoug
the addition of the inland rutcs—coufusion and mistake aro frequent
and unuvoidable, I therefore reconunend that twenty cents the single lete
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ter he charged on all earrespondence to and framn the Pacific coast, Sonth
America, the Eastern Continent and its islands, and pointe beynnd either;
aud ten cents the single letter on all other sea-gning letters, withont the
superaddition of inlanc postage in any case—ex~epting, howaver, all eases
where such sea postages have been or shall be ndjusted at different rates
by postal treaty already concluded or hereafier to be made; and power
should be given to the Postmaster General, by and with the advice aud
consent of the President of the United States, to reduce or enlarge the sea
rates, with the view of making better postal airengenients with other gov-
erninents, or counteracting any adverse measures affecting our postal in-
tercourse with other countries.

1 also recommend that the provision which imposes an additional half-
cent postage upon newspapers sent more than cne hundred miles, and out
of the State where they are mailed, be repealed, 30 as to leave the uni.
form inland postage on newspapers sent to subscribers from the office of
publication at one cent each.

The postage npon pamphlets, periodicals, and other printed matter,
(except newspapers,) may be simplified and somewhat reduced with ad-
vantage to the departnent. T'wo cents for the pamphlet or periodical of the
weight of two ounces or less, and one cent for every additional onnce or
fraction of an ounce, is recommended as the inland rate upon all pam-
phlets, periodicals, and other printed matter, instead of the present rate of
two and a half cents for the first ounce, and oue cent for every additional
ounce or fractional part of an ounce. For the sea-going charge on such
matter, and on newspapers, twice the inland rate to aud from the points to
which it is proposed that the letter postage shall be ten cents, and four times
the inland rate where the letter rate is twenty cents, is deemed a just and
proper rate. ‘Thhis would, in some cases, increase the postage on printed
matter sent to the Pacific coast, and by our other sea lines, where the
postage is not already fixed by postal arrangeme t; but the postage to
California, as above proposed, would hardly equal the price now charged
by private expresses for the conveyance of the same weight, in packages
o¥ less than one hundred pounds, to San Francisco.

It will be perceived that the reduction proposed in the postage upon
printed matter is uot large. T'he reason for the greater reduction of letter
postage is found in the fact that the rates of postage upon printed matter
are now exceedingly low, when compared with the letter rates. The
* average postage on letters is estimated at about three dollirs aud sixteen
cents per pound, and on newspapers or paiphlets at nhout sixteen cents

r pound. Afier the reductions proposed, the average inland postage on
etters will be about §2 50 per pound when not prepaid, aud $1 50 per
pound when prepaid.

"T'he reductions in postage now recommended will, if earried out, re.
duce the revenues of the department for the first three or four years, At
the eud of that period, the revenues of the departient, under the redueed
tariff of postages, will probably again equal its expenditnres.  'I'n meet
the deficiency which must follow this reduetion, the surplus revenues al.
ready accumuluted may be first applied, and, after these shall have been
exhuustad, an appropriation from the trensury will be required, unless
Congress shall deem it expedient 1o abolish the existing privileges of send-
ing und receiving free matter through the mails, or to inerense the annual
appropropriation now made to the dopastinent for the conveyance of a
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partcf suchfrge matter to a sum equal to the revenues that would be de-
rived therefroiNif all free matter wore charged with postage.

Tl e continuative of the frauking privilege—a privilege which may be
properly cousidered as the privilege of the constituent rather than of the
repre-entative—inay be dictated by an enlightened public policy and re-
quired by the publie interests; and the same may be said of the privilege
possessed by newspaper proprictors of sending and receiving exchan
newspapers free of postage. But if these privileges are continued, it is
respe:tully submiitted that this departinent should be paid for the convey-
ance of the matter sent free under them by an appropriation from the
lic treasury, rather than by a tax on the private correspondence ol'p‘t’he
country. If a sun equal to the postage which would be charged ou all
free miaiter, were it chargeable with postage, sheuld be annuaily ap-
propriated and paid to this department, it is believed that such appropria-
tion and the accumulated surplus revenue would enable the departinent
to sustain itself, nothwithstanding the proposed reduction, or that the
a[;pn‘prialion required would be so inconsiderable as to interpose no serious
obstacle to the adoption of the measures now recommended.

lu case a reductiou of postage shall be made, it is suggested that it
should only take effect from and afier the 3Uth of Juue next, that it may
(gio 1to operation at the commencement of the next fiscal year. This is

esirable for the purpose of enabling the department to present the fiscal
results of the rednction with clearness and accuracy in future reports, and
also for the purpose of giving time to prepare the forins, instructions, and
blauks which will be necessary in consequence of the change in the rates
of postage.

Auy reduction of postage is likely to increase the labor, and reduce, for
a tiwe at least, the compensation, of the several postmasters. It is there-
fore reconuneunded that power be given to the Postmaster Geiieral to
incrcase the rates of commission at the smaller otlices, 50 as to insure the
services of competent and faithful officers.

T'he term newspap r is not so fuliy defined by the existing laws upon
that subject as to ennble the departinent to decide, without embarrassment
and didiculty, whether a particular periodical is or is not to be deemed a
newspuper; and, though various decisions in particular cases have, at
diflerent times, been made iu the departtment, they have not relieved the
question frown perplexity and embarassment. .

T'here was a mauifest incongruity in the laws establishing the California
stemnn-ship lines in providing tor a conveyauce of the mails twice a month
from New York, New Orleans, &c., to Chagres, and a conveyance of the
same only once a month from Panama north along the Pacific coast.

Scon after the close of the last session of Congress, my attention was
called to this subject by a memorial from the represeutatives in Congress
from tho State of California and 'Territory of Oregon, iusisting that a semni.
mouthly mail service should be regularly organized and performed on the
Pacific portion of that important route, 'I'he contractors on the route had
already so far yiclded to the complaints and wants of the public as to
take ()“.(',usimlulfy a second monthly mail, but, for waut of legal authority
to ke compensation for such servies, uts porformance had never been
propeily organizea, It was voluntary mercly, and only occasionol.

'I'hu action of the departinent was urged in view of the provisious of the
receut act of Congress niaking an appropristion for uctual mail servics
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erformed, or to be pe~ormed, by mail steamers; but 1 did not feel at
iberty 10 make un order which might divert a portion of that appropriation
to the payment of services not within the contemplation of Congre:s when
the appropriation was wade. Anxious, however, to aflord to the new
State the requisite mail facilities, an arrangement was made with the
contractor for the monthly mail by which the additional service was
secured, with the express undersianding and agreement that the order
theretor should create no liability of any kind against this departwent or
the govenument; that the service authonzed by such arder should not he
considered in fixing the amount of any compensation for mail service by
ocean steamers for which any appropriation had been’ theretofore made
by Congress; and that the order for such serviee was sube2t to be revoked,
if Congress, to which alone the contractor was to luok for an allowauce of
pay, should disapprove of the same. ‘The assent of the contractors to
these terms was required and obtained as a condition precedent o the
comwpletion of such arrangenent. It remains for Cougress to adopt such
measures, in regand to this sulbject, as may be deemed just and expedient.

The locks aud keys in use upon the wails of the United States have
now been in service for many years; and the experienred officer of this
departu:ent to whose charge this branch of the service has been commit-
ted recommends that the same be changed. 1 concur in wis recom-
mendation, and shall ask that a suflicient appropriation for that purpose
be made by Cougress at the approaching session.

The publication of the list of post oflices and of a new edition of the
laws and regulations, for which an appropriation was made at the last
session, has not been completed. "Tlic list of offices has been prepared,
and its printing directed ; but the printing of the new edition of the laws
and regulations has not yet been ordered.  The delay has been caused
by the desire to await the action of Congress upon the bills affecting this
department which were reported at the lust session, and by the pressure
of business, which has hitherto prevented such a revision of ti ¢ regula-
tions as it was decmed expedient to make before the uew cdition was
ordered,

‘I'he accommedations for the post office of this city are entirely un-
suited to an oflice of its uportance, and are decidede discreditable
the department and the country.  Somce improvewents lately authorized,
and tow in progress, will afford partial aud temporary relief; but other
arrangements of a pennanent character should soon be made. The
rooms of this departiment, also, are already unreasonubly crowded, and
additional rooms for the oflicers and clerks of the deparunent, and of the
Auditor’s oflice, will soon be absolutely required.  "T'o atlord suitable de.
commodations for these and for the city post office, it is respectfully sub-
mitted that the conternplated extension of the wost wing of the Geueral
Post Otlico buildiug shiould be authorized, and the the upper floors in
such wing be assigned to the Auditor aud his clerks, and that the first
floor he devoted to the use of the aty post oflice.

"T'he laws regulating the ection of thas depanment and its oflicers are
numerons, were passed at diflferent times, uw’ eontiny any obselete and
coutlicting provisions.  Au entire revision of these laws, and the passage
of a single wet containing alb the provisions of law yelating to this de-
purtienty woubdaid al its oflivers in the discharge of their duties, and give
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greater ease, accuracy, and despatch to its operations. Such a revision is
respectfully suggested.

n conclusion, I desire to acknowledge iy obligations to my assistants
and the clerks in the departinent for the cheerfulness, zeal, and assiduity
with which they ha.e labored in the discharge of their respective duties,
and to renew the recormmendation of my predeeessors that the Assistant
Postinasters General be placed upon the same footing, in respect to their
compensution, as the heuds of bureaus in the other departinents.

N. K. HALL,
Postmaster General.

To the PrestpENT.

Avubptror’s OFFICE oF THE TREASURY
FOR THE PosT OFFICE DEPARTMENT,
November 19, 1850.

Sm: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations
of this office for the past fiscal year:

Revenue.

Balance to the credit of the revenue on the 1st July,

1849 - - - . . . §606,338 17
Receipts from postages, &c., for the year ending 30th
June, 1850 - - . . . . 5,499,984 86

6,106,323 03

Expenditure,
Payments - - . - %5,212,953 43
Charged to bad debts - . - 215 03
Charged to suspense - - - 16 46

—_— 5,213,244 92
Leaving balance 1st July, 1850, to the credit of the rev-
enune . - . - - - 893,0i8 11
‘I'iis balance results from the entries on the books of this
office, and includes debts yet due by late postmasters
who became late prior to st July, 1815, (most of
which is eonsidercd irrecoverable,) amounting in the
aggregate to - . - - - - 245,912 K0
I.eaving an available balance of . . . 649,165 31
In addition to this, there retunins in the treasury, under
the act of March 3, 1817, undrawu, for n;;y, service
performed for the several departments oftlic govern-
nient . - - [ - . 665,333 55
Aggregate available balanee from all sources to the credit
of the revenue . . . . . 1,314,720 86
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Out of which there is payable the amount due the Brit-
isn govermment on account of postages collected un-
der the postul treaty to June 30, 1850 . . #182,675 01

leaving a nett balance of - . . - LI32,045 82
The postages on letters, &e., under the treaty with Great
Britain, from its date, as reported by the postmasters of

New York and Boston, were - - . &885,010) 95
Of which there was collected in the United States - 424,391 08
Due British government in adjustment of the interna-

tional accounts to 30th June, 1850 - - - 182,675 04
Yeaving in favor of the United States - - - 241,716 04
For the fiscal year from 1st July, 15849 to 30th June, T

1850, the postages were - - - - $623,421 04
Of which was collected in the United States - - 338,213 98
Due the British government on adjustiment of accounts

for the fiscal year - - - - - 147,063 62

Balance revenue resulting to the United States for the
fiscal year - - - - - - 191,150 36

DBremen Mails.—Postages by this line, from 5th October,
1849, to 3Uth September, 1850, collected by the United
States - - - . - - 46,914 63
[This, howecver, is subject to a small ubatement for
dead letters, not yet ascertained.
Add balance due 1o the United States from Bremen - 9,950 97
Revenue arising from postages, 5th October, 1849, to
30th Scptember, 1850 - - - - 56,865 60

e
[ —————

"The following statements have been made up from the books of this
office, sliowing the pnstages arising on the California and Havana lines:

Postages on the Charleston and Havana line from October 18, 1848, to
September 30, 1850,

From October 18, 1848, to September

30, 1850—
Mails received . . - $13,508 79
Mails sent . . . . 8,807 58

$2,406 37
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Or as follnws, viz:
From October 18, 1848, to June 30,

1849—

Mails received . . . 4,744 99

Mails sent - - - - 3 ,529 48
From July 1, 1849, to June 30, 1%0-—

Mails rocexved 8,049 22

Mails sent - . . - 4,502 08
From July 1, 1850, to Sept 30 lQoO—-

Mails woeu'ed S04 58

Maile sent - - - - 476 02

§8,271 47

12,851 30

1,260 60
22,406 37

Postages on the New York and Chagres line from December 1, 1818, to

September 30, 1850,
From December 1, 1848, to September

30, 1850—
Mails reseived - - - &17S,699 67
Muils sent - - - - 223,800 96
Prepaid - - . - 69,749 04
Unpaid - - - - 332,841 59

Or as follows, viz:
From December 1, 1848, to Junc 30,

1849—
Mails received - . - &6,727 &9
Mails sent - . - 16,907 14
Prepnid . . . 5,243 30
Unpaid . . . - 18,391 64
23,635 03

S —————

From July 1, 1849, to Juue 30, 1800-

Muils recelved - 109,263 26
Mauilssent - . - . 140,005 64

8402,590 63

402,590 63

p———

#23,635 03

249,268 90
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Prepaid - - - - 837,083 05
Lupaid - . - - 212,185 &3

249,268 90

Frotn July 1, to September 30, 1650—
Mails received - - . 54,630 57
Mailg sent - - - - 75,036 13

&129,6%6 70
Prepaid - . . - 2742 60
Unpaid - . . . 102,264 20

120,686 70

402,590 63

A large portion of the postages collected in California has not been ac-

counted for, and is not included in the revenue of the year—but few re-

turns having been received from the post offices presumed to be in opera-
tion.

Cullection of post office revenue.

‘The whole number of post offices in operation on the 30th Juue, 1850,
was 18,417, Of this number, those denominated ¢ collection offices’’
were 13,835, the postmasters of which are required to pay their balances
quarterly to contractors, on orders issued from this oflice.

The number of postmasters reported by contractors as delinquent was
124 only; all of whom have since paid their balances—114 on special
requisition from this office, and 10 on collection drafts.

The amount collected by contractors on the orders sent

from this office was ~ . - - . $1,046,592 92
And there was collected from ten collection offices, by
drafts - - . - - - - 359 46

1,046,952 38

P ——
—_

"The balances due by the postmasters of the whole num-

ber of post offices, (18,417; of which 2,482 were draft

and depository offices,) on adjustn.ent of their quarterly

teturns for the fiscal year, amounted to . - §3,374,508 32
Of which was collected by regular con-

tractors, at 13,835 offices, and by ten

drafts, as before stated - - $1,046,952 38
By special contractors for special mail
service at 2,100 special offices . 83,664 03

1,182,516 43

Leaving subject to the Postmaster Gencral’s drafts and
warrants for tho sorvice of the department, in the fiscal
year, in the hands of postmasters and in the treasury - 2,241,991 £9

e —
-
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The balances an accounts of late postmasters who went
out of office between the 1st July, 1843, and 30th June,
1849, unsettled on the 1st July, 1549, amounted to .

Collected during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1850—

Widiout suit . - §M,447 61
By suit - - - - 3,057 73
Credited on vourhers - - 6,043 14
Ch tn suspense - - 13 90
Charged 10 bad debts - - 183 67

Leaving uncollected 1st July, 1550 - -

Due by postmasters who went out of office during the
fiscal year ending June 30, {1830 -

Collected withil the year - - §96,259 11
Credited on vouchers admitted - - 27,653 37
Charged to suspense - - - 51
Charged to bad debts - - - 5 40

Balances uncoliected Ist July, 1850 - -

Aggregate indebtedness by late postmasters from Ist
July, 1845, on unsettled accounts, to 3Uth June, 1549
From 1st July, 1849, to 30th Sune, 1850 - -

Total for settlement from st July, 1849, to 30th June, 1850
Collected and settled during the fiszal year—
Oa the accounts previous to 30th

June, 1849 - - - §103,748 o7
On accounts of the year ending
3uth Tuue, 1850 - . -

123,918 39

Leaving yet due to tie United States on account from 1st
July, 1845, to 30th June, 1850, by postmasters who
became late during that period . . .

$117,3%0 33

103,748 07

13,582 48

145,709 91

123,918 39
21,791 52

117,330 55
145,709 91

263, 040 46

227, 666 46

35,374 00

Itis confidently expected that nearly the whole of this bulance will Le

satisfactorily settled within the current fiscal year.
It is dud on accounts of late postinasters for the year
ending—

30th June, 1846
30th June, 1847
30th June, 1848
30th June, 1849
30th June, 1850

35,374 00

e ————
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Suits were brought during the fiscal year for the callec-

tion of balances lmonnu:‘illo . $7,377 21
In thirty-nine of the-e, eetiona lnve been mndc,

amountiug to 8,941 08
Leaving balances unsettled on suits brought within the

year ending 30th June, 1850 - 4,436 13
Collected as above - . 2,9" 08

In forty-six suits, in which balances were
uncollected 30th June, 1849, there has
been collected within the fiscal yeat
ending 3Uth June, 1850 - 8,213 76

Whole amount collected by suit within the year - - 11,214 84

Of these suits, there wus one against a late contractor, one against a
failing contractor, and the rest were against late postmasters.

The balances to the credit of late postmasters which were
unsettled on the ist of July, 1849, on the books of this
office, for the five years endmg 30th Jnne, 1850,

amounted to - 69,644 48
Of which there has been pand or settled wnthlu the ﬁseal

year - 23,366 18
I. .ving yet open for adjustment - - - 36,278 30

There are also open on the books of the office apparent

balances in favor of postmasters who became late prior

to July 1, 1845, awaumg proof for settiement, amount-

ingto - - - . - 3,557 00
The amount of old balances due by late postmasters prior

to 1st July, 1843, and appeanng outsmndlng on the 1st

October, 1848, was - - 266,081 87
Which was increased in settlements made in the year
ending 30th June, 1849 . - - - 666 50
266, 748 37
Of which was settled within the fiscal
yearending 30th June, 1849, by collec-
tions, credits, and read_;ustmems - 13,006 92
bharged to bad debts - - - 1,433 32
—_— 14,440 24
Leavmg unsettled 1st. July, 1849 . 252,308 13
Which was increased wit! 1in the fiscal year endmg 30th
June, 1880, by further charges . 498 73
252,806 56

21
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Of which was settled in the fiscal year

ending 3kh June, 1850, by collections,

credits, and readjustment of accouuts £€6,584 06
Charged t0 bad debts - - . 1

Leaving due 1st July, 1850 . . - - UL W

Most of these old balances sre considered irrecoverable; and therefore,
being unavailable ar revenue, but included in the surplus balance appear-
ing against the treasury, the whole amount has been dedncted from that
surpius balance, for the purpose of exhibiting the available means of the

deRnnem, as shown in the first of this repont.
ere is another class of old &u, (which do not affect the sur-
EIII balance ch: to the treasury,) most of which have been for a
ng time outstanding, and are now considered irrecoverable. They are
due on accounts of late contractors, iate marshals, late district attorneys,
late mail agents, clerks, &c., involving, in many instauces, charges for
fines, penalties, and disputable items—all of which renders it impracti-
cable to state the amount in the aggregate with any approsch % accu-
al present. )

e current business of this office increases progressively with the
annual extension of the department’s operations. Every new post office,
new mail route, and change of route, involves additional retums and
new accounts. This increase of business for the past fiscal year will be
understood from the following statement:

The number of post offices in operation 30th June,

1849, was - - - 16,747

Contractors’ accounts - - - - 2,738

mial accounts - - . - - 1,545

llaneous accounts - - . - 300
21,350

On the 30th June, 1850, the number of post offices

in operation was - - - . - 18,417

Contractors’ accoaits - - - - 3,200

8pecial accounts - - - . 2,100

scellaneous and foreign mail service - . 400
24,117

Showing an increase within the year of cusrent annual ac-
counts . - - - . - . 2,767
E— —

But each office in operation renders within the year four quarterly ac-
counts eurrent, with numerous returns for examination; and the con-
tractors also l‘%ﬁl‘e four quarterly settlements: so that, for the 18417
offices and 3,200 contrastors of the fiscal year, the examinations, adjust.
ments, correspondence, and settlements, involved 84,468 accounts. Of
these, 11,048 arose out of the increased business of the fiscal year.

This progressive increase of business calls for additional office accom-
modation. The necessity is already preuingly felt for several more
rooms, to enable the clerks of this bureau to despatch the business al-

o '
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lotted 0 them in a satisfactory manner, the number of moms at presemt
assigned to them being iuuﬂciem,o;:d therefore o much crowded.

1 bave the honor to be, reapectfully,
’ J. W. FARRELLY, Auditer.

To the Hon. N. K. Hat,
Postinaster General,

Post Orrice DreanTuzsT,
Contract Officr, Nevember 16, 1650.

Sir: The annexed table (marked A) exhibits the mail servize of the
United States for the last contract year. It represents the extent of the ser-
vice as it stood at the close of the year by the number of miles of annual
trrasportation—the only common ‘standard to which it can be reduced;
and it presents the cost of the transportation ip the annual prices at
which that service was engaged. [t inay be well to explain that, in the
nature of things, it gives results at higher amounts t'ian what the actual
peyments of the year, under the modifications and dedurtions thay take
place, would show.

As compared with a like table made for the year ending June 30,
1849, it shows an increase in the service of the last over the preceding
zea: in all particulars—greater length of routes within the United States

10,969 miles; more annual transportation thereon by the difference
of 3,997,354 miles; more aggregate cost on transportation within the
United States by the sum of $293,911; more cost in mail agencies and
foreign service by §54,343, muaking the total increase of cost $330,254.
That increase from 1849 to 1850 is 12 per cent. in cost, and 93, per
cent. in service.

The mail service in California, and the trifling amount in Oregon, per-
formed within the last contract year, were too irregular and too imperfect!
reported and understood at the department to be embraced in the an-
nexed table. .

On the 30th June last, there were 5,595 United States mail routes in
operation; there were 4,763 mail contractors, 100 route nts, 27 local
agents, and 376 mail messengers. Table B will show how they were
distributed among the different sections of the service,

In respect to the current year, commencing first July last, attention is
called to the annexed table marked C. It shows the annual prices and
the extent of transportation at which the mail service in the southwest-
ern and northwestern sections of the Union was placed under contract
at and since the last annual leninga, held in April and May last, for the
term of four years, beginning with the st of July, 1850, A quarter’s

rformance of this service has already expired. 'The last year’s service
in thess States and Territories, to wit: Michigan, Indiana, iilinois, Wis-
consin, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alahama,
Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas, was the last performed un-
der the contracts that expired on the 30th June, 1850, and sums up at
17,368,998 miles of annual transportation, and 8943,492 annual cost.

The new service now employed in those States and Territonies, and in
operation since the 1st July, 1850, stands at 19,241,940 miles of annual
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transportation; and 81,180,188 of annual cost. More this year than last
1,872,948 miles, and $236,696.
ere is one item, the difference in cost of transportation
between the old and new contructs in one of the four
sections ‘qtut‘ho United State;, that will increase the ex-.
penses of the present over the past - -

This is the result of the jast g:rimiical lettings. ‘The
miscellaneous daily orders of the Postmaster General,
directing changes, inprovements, and eunlargements of
the mail service in the three other sections of the Union
for the first quarter of the current year, will add the
further sum, annually, after deducting the amount of
curtailments, of - - - -

The phcu:g of the sieam wmail-packet Franklin on the
New York and Havre route will add the cost of a half.
monthly line for about ten months - . .

The service in California and Oregon, so far as officially
rejorted for the current year, is - - -

$336,696 00

]

12,470 00

62,600 00
80,470 00

Tlere is reason to believe that the actual amount will exceed that
sum. The service in California is yet in a crude and unadjusted state.
No mutes have been established within it by Coungress until a very recent
date. No mail transportation has been anthorized, exscept the temporary
service to be ured by thie agent created by the act of August 14,
1848, What has been obtained has been for short ﬁcriods, and oun brief
notices, and at high rates. The agency placed in charge of this anoma-
lous service has changed hands three times. At soremote and difficult a

int of operations, beyond the immediate reach of orders and advice

romn the head of the department and its other offices, what is most needed

is an adequate knowledge and practical familiarity on the part of the
agent with the principles, rules, and modes of proceeding in the arrange-
ment of mail service, in the letting of contracts, and other details; and
this is not to be immediately expected, if the necessary experience is yet
to be acquired. Sufficient time has not elapsed to receive information
from the agent last appointed.

There are other items of expenditure to swell the expenses of this year
over those of the last; but the amounts of them cannot be stated with

ision. The steam-ship Humboldt will be placed in the New York and
Havre service, at the additional cost of 75,000 ‘per annum, but at so late
a date probably as to bring but a small portion of the expense into the ac-
counts of this year. It-is impossible to anticipate what will be the amount
of the current orders for the increase of the service in the three last quar-
ters of the year. Putting it at due proportion (which would be quite ar-
bitray) to the amount of like orders for thxee sections of the Union made
in the first quarter, it would be at the rate of §52,878 a year. But then
only a part of that amount would fall into the payments made this year;
andy circumstances in the service may arise to produce a very diﬂ‘grent
amount of additional allowances.

By an act approved September 27, 1850, Congress created 783 new
post routes.  One sixth of thein in number may be put in operation this
year. at a supposable cost, we will say, of §15, ‘per annume=five-
tweliths of which only will come into the expenditures of this year. To put
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this service under contract, requires an advertisement for proposals and a
public letting. In respect to these new routes, that lie in the New Eng-
land, New York, and middle sections, advertisements for bids may be
immediately issued, and the lettings thereon held at an early day in Jan.
uary next. This preliminary letting could not well be enlarged, in order
to include in it those of more distant States, without seriously interfering
with the proceedings of the greataninual lettings, which, this year, embrace
the entire service of the southern States,as a later pesiod would have o
be fixed to allow the legal notices to be given to the distant points.
T'herefore, the new routes in all but the New England, New York, and
middle sections, and in California and Oregon, will have to be disposed
of (o contract at the annual lettings next spring, and go into operation on
the 1st of July, 1851. But, in the mean time, temporary contracts might
be made whenever parties proffer proposals for that purpose. This last
prozeeding will involve an additional cost beyond whatis above estiinated ;
and the amount will be further increased by the new service that the
California and Oregon agents may succeed in placing under contract
within the year.

I recur to the new contract service of the current yecr—that of the
northwestern and southwestern States and Territories—to point out the char-
acter of its increase in cost and extent over the old service of the same
section, which has been snperseded by it. We pay on that section 25
per cent. more this year than last, whilst we have but 10} per cent. more
of annual transportation of the mail. This, with the fact that the in-
crease of the last year over the preceding is greater in cost than in the
extent of the service, would indicate a constant rise in the prices of mail
transportation. A close examiuation will show that, in the change from
the preceding year to the last, and from the expired contracts of last year
to the new contracts of the current year, there has been, to alarge extent,
a substitution of the higher for the lower grades of mail conveyance. If
we do not get an equivalent increase of the service in the number of
miles, we get service of greater speed and better quality.

The mails have been shifted to more expeditious and costly lines of
steamboats on the western lakes. ‘They have been transferred from
coaches to the newly constructed railroads radiating from the great cen-
tres of business and population in all sections of the country; and they
have found entire new channels of conveyance on the Cumberland and
White rivers, and on the coast of Texas, in steamboats arranged into
lines for that purpose, where before there was nothing but some detached
cross routes. And this species of change is nore or less in progress, as
the enterprise of the country is developed in the creation of improved fa-
cilities.  Nor is it confined to the cases where stean has superseded the
inferior modes of conveyance. At the last lettings, four horse coach traps-
portation was contracted for on the thoroughfare roads in the southwest-
ern and northwestern States, instead of the two-horse coach conveyance,
which could have been obtained at much lower prices, but which left the
public to suffer under an inadequate mode of mail transportation, or look
to the uncertain favor of the contractor to furnish a better mode, under the
influence of some other motive thau a sense of obligation to the govern-
ment. The increase of cost beyond the proportionate increase of extent in
miles is not, therefore, wholly an advance of price or additional cost, with-
out an equivalent, but represcnts mainly a better quality of the service
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secured by the contract in the particular of speed, and greater capacity to
give certainty and security to the mals.

On account of the more speciel interest taken by Con and the pub-
lic in our railroad and steamboat mails, the annexed tables D and B
are appended to show the particulars of the contract on each route of rail-
road and steamboat conveyance for the current year.  Improvements have
been made on several of tm. lines, so as to give a speed of about twenty-
five miles to the hour, by means of special trains, stopping at but few of
the intermediate points, and devoted to the accommadation of the through
mail and travel. It is believed that this 1s attended with decided pecu-
niary advantages to the compenies, derived from the additional travel thus
attracted over their roads. The desire is universal and most urgent to
see this improvement introduced, where itis so naturul to look for it, upon
the principal line in the United States—that between its first commer-
cial city and its capital. A departure from New York on this line at 7,
instead of 5, in the evening, would promote the convenience and econ-
omy of travel. It would promote the mail accommodation of the public
to an immense extent, by taking on the entire correspondence of the day,
which there would then Ke time to write before the close of business hours,
and by taking on a vast amount of mail from the interior, which in that
case would have tinie to make full connexions with the southern liae.
This, with a despaich of but twenty miles to the hour, including all stops,
instead of the average of sixteen now given on the whole line, would bring
the mail to Washington by 7 o’clock the next morning, and allow a reasona-
ble interval (whereas there is now not a minute) for overhauling and distrib-
uting that portion of it that is to go forward to the South.* ~The emnula-
tion of our contractors on the ocean line has, in a space of three years,
increased the speed of our steam-ships between America and England to
equal, if not to surpass, that of the British steamers. Nowhere within
the United States could this example be followed with greater advantage
and distinction than on this the most natioual of onr railroad lines—
the route between New York and Washington. Another improvement on
a portion of the railroads is greatly needed—more suitable apartments in
the cars than have been furnished, to contain the mails safely, and to
serve as an office for the mail agent.

Table F exhibits a list of the foreign or ocean routes, distinguishing
those under contract with the Secretary of the Navy from those held di-
rectly under the Postmaster General.

On these routes correspondence is conveyed to and from foreign coun-
tries and remote portions of the United States in steam-packets, employed
under contract by government, and rmnuing at stated periods. By the
former mode (still in use wheuever parties resortto it) it was conveyed by
sailing vessels, as their voyages might occur, for a small gratuity, paya-
ble upon each letter at the portof delivery. Thenew system is much the
most expeusive, but it giver to correspondence regularity and despatch—
the utmost that is attainahle for any purpose between the same points of
destination. This is of the highest importance to the interests involved
in correspondence, and, as a matter of servico, deserves a larger compensa-
tion, But this species of mail conveyance devolves a cost upon the gov-

®Retween Liverpool and London, the apeed of the ordinary maile, as we compute it, from
office to office, is flom twenty to twenty-three tnilse an hour, and of the cxpress sml uin from
twenty-six to thirty.
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emment beyond the price of service as fixed by any pos that have
been prescribed. ‘This is because individual means are inadequate to the
undertaking of establishing and inaintaining steam navigation on the
ocean. Aid from the government is necessary, and a wise policy con-
tributes it; for navigation by steam, in view of the competition of other
uations, is essential to the success of the commerce of the country, from
which our public revenues are derived, and eminently important as a
meaus of public defeuce and an element of national prosperity and power.
Government aid has been extended to these important steam enterprises
to an extent beyoud the revenue in postages derived from the correspond-
ence so conveyed; yet an enlarged view of the subject will show that
the surplus thus coutributed is, after all, returned to the government in
wstages collected. Que letter received from abroad may cause several to
e written at home. Look at the extraordinary increase in the annual
unount of postages siiice our foreign steam mail lines have been put in full
operation, swelling to nearly threefold our usual aunual rate of advance.
Foreign commerce, that deposites its freights at our seaports, does not
limit to them the prosperity it creates, but quickens and enlarges domestic
trade through all the iuterior channels of business. So with foreign cor-
respondence. It creates and stimulates a correspondence within the coun-
try, which enlarges the more as the former becomes, through the agency
of steam conveyauce, more regular, expeditious, and frequent.

This policy of aiding comuercial enterprise, in creatiug and improving
the facility of steam navigation, by contracts for the mails, was com-
meticed by Great Britain. France followed the example for a brief period
ouly, in her shortlived Havre and MNew York line. The honor of main-
taining the competition in that career of policy, where the struggle is for
sticeess in the improvement of steam navigation and in the commerce of
the world, now devolves on the United States. Our commencement (on
the st of June, 1847) was on a small scale, with the steam-ship Washing-
ton, on the route to northern Germany. We now number sixteen ocean
steamers in actual mail service, on routes to Englaud and France, as
well as to Gerwany, to Cuba, the Isthmus of Panama, and the ports of
California and Oregon; and the number will be tweuty when the full
complement under the present contracts is furnished. It would be un-
reasonable to suppose that the system has attained its full growth. We
may well anticipate that other steam-packet lines will be established from
the Atlantic and Gulf cities, will connect the East Indies and China with
Callifornia, and be extended to the Pacific ports of South America,

The establishment of them devolves important duties on the General
Post Office. Postal arrangements with the countries to which they are
extended are necessary, to enable the benefits to be enjoyed which they
are desigued to confer as mail facilities, Hence the postal arrangements
made by this departinent with the post office authoritics of Germany in
1847, and those which were effected through treaty with Great Britain in
1845,  Now we have a line just established to France, Postal arrange.
ments with that republic should follow, so as to seeare with it and the
countries beyond advantages of like character with those obtained from
the lines to Germauy and” Bugland; aad it is highly desirable to have
like arrungernonts with the authorities of Cuba, of Jamnaica, and of Panama,
to enable us to mail by our steam ships through those places, and by the
foreigu lines there counecting, the correspondence of our citizens to points
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beyond, in the West Indies and on the south Pacific coaxt. Besides the
im%».in , there are anfinished umn‘g:moum with Great Britain, respecting
the adian correspondence with United States, which have been
withheld from completion by Great Britain on account, it is supposed, of
some importaut change iu the relations beiween the mother country and
the provinces. The convenience of our public requires the consumma-
tion of these arrangements, providing a uniform rate for United States and
Cuu(;dim eop‘in:spnudeuee, with the privilege of prepaying the postage or
sending unpaid.

1t is proper to state, in this connexion, that, the minizster of the King of
Prussia haviug manifested a strong detire for the establishmeut of better
l:)oml relations with this country, under negotiations with him, the late

ostinaster Genoral directed an agreement with the post department of
that kingdom to be prepared. It is now under the consideration of that
government. ‘The object to be gained is a ¢¢ closed mail”’ communica-
tion through England and Belgium; a uniform rate of postage, combining
with that of the United States and Prussia the transit charges of Gieat
Britain and Belgium, with the right to prepay or send unpaid; and a
scheme of accounting between the two governments and with those of the
intermediate countries—Boston and New York on our pant, and Aix-la-
Chapelle on the part of Prussia, to be the exchange offices. A recent
post-union convention betwean Austria, Prussia, and other German pow-
ers, will give a wide affect to the postal agreement with Prussia, whose
froutier town is the key-point to this extensive territory. Itz execution
by Prussia is delayed to obtain lighter transit rates through England and
Belgium. ‘I'hese, doubtless, could be secured by a conveyance in our
Havre line and over the railroads of France to Aix-la-Chapelle, through
a proper postal agreement with that republic. Certain modifications of
the details under the treaty with Great Britain have very recently received
the prelimina:; assent of the British post department, agreeing to the
views submitted by this, for the greater convenience and despatch of the
}mst office business between the two countries; and they only await the
ormal execution of the papers to be made public and carried nto execu-
tion.

For the purpose of pointing out an important reform, I begleave to refer
to the fact that, soon after coning into oflice, you discovered certain irregu-
larities and abuses in that branch of post office business called ¢distribu-
tion of mails,”” and ordered 1nost vigorous incasures to correct them.
Certain post offices designated for the purpese collect and receive the
mails, both in large and separate packages, froin various points, for partic-
ular regions of country, and then distribute them to the several places to
which they arc addressed. They are landmarks to the distant offices to
guide the course of their mails to remote points, receiving thein as they are
made up at the mailing office, and remailing them, with a new post-bill
and now entries in the accounts of ¢ mails received”’ and of ¢ mails sent,”
to their respective destinations, Eor this service the distributing post
office receives a commission of 7 per cent. The evils incident to this
operation are too frequentdistribution, and consequent unneccssary expense
and delay. Originally, the regulatious of the departinent contemplated
two distributions on cach transiuission to a distant place; for many years
past, but one; hut in fact they oceur so frequently in many cases as to
absorb aliwcst all thut remains of the postuge of the letter, after tuking out
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the delivery commission. ‘The canseof these evils is obvious: itis much
easier 0 mail the letter o the next distributing office, which is well
known, and so on along the whale ronte, than to find out the ultimate
distribution circle to which the office addressed helongs; and the avidity
to swell the commission fund encourages the tice. But this is not
the worst.  Ou being detained to receive a disiributicn mailing, the letter,
in ninety-nine cases ont of a hundred, loses its connexion with the out-
gting mails, and serious unnecessary delays are thus occasioned. In a
mer report I showed that ¢«distribition’” is obsolete in other countriex,
and entirely unsnited to the present state of our mails. But a substitute
scheme for forwarding mails, for the purpose of guiding them to distant
Places in the right channels, by positive regulations, is indispensable. To
edect the change, certain modifications of the present law, and provision
for getting up and putting in operation the new plan, will be necessary.
Lat ¢« distribution” be abolished npon all except sea-going mailz.  [ssue
written instructions, or rather partly written and partly printed, to every
post office in the United States, how to bag its matter, and the matter of
other offices passing through it, to every other office in the United States—
the chief portion of which could be stated iu said instructions under the
names of States, or by counties in the State. Whatis here stated in so
hrief a space would be a work of great labor, requiring for its exccution
the best and most minute knowledge of nail arrangements and the course
of the mails that the departnient possesses, to be aided by personal con-
sultations with the principal postmasters in all parts of the Unicn. On a
line between two given offices, the intermediate points where the routes
tiu each other that give the most direct course would be specified as
agging points. Retain one foot of your compass on one of these extreme
points, and shift the other to a new point on the circle, and you will see
that new intermediary points of connexion present themselves upon the
new line thus described, which will require a new designation of bagging
or forwarding offices—in the selection of which, it is important to consider
the frequency of their supply, the speed and connexions, and the proba-
ble amount of matter in filling a bag. Apply this illusiration to the
whole network of our routes, and consider how various are the direc-
tions by which the mails traverse them, and some idea may be formed
how multifarious must be the instructions which this scheme of bagging
and forwarding will require. It would take a year to get them up, proba.
bly more, and the entire appropriation of an officer to the task. To be
uniform and perfect, it should be the work of one mind throughout; and
it would amount to the greatest practical reform ever introduced into the
operations of the service. Under this system, every letter would be
mailed direct. The account of mails sent would show (in a column in.
serted for that purpose) to what office it was hagged. 'That office would
forward it towards its destination, by bagging it to the office to which in.
structed to bag such matter; and thus it would proceed from one bagging
or forwarding point to another to the post office addressed,  "There wouid
be no delay, as in distribution, at these forwarding jmints, because there
18 nothing to do but to shift the package fromn one bag to another, agreea.
bly to the specific regulation.  And with how much less clerical foree in
the oflice conld this process be performed than the complicated opertion
of opening the mail, resorting the letters, rerailing them, wit's new post.
Lills aud new cutries iu the uccounts, snd rewrapping, tying, and bagying
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it! And then the eopyit:g:; these voluminous distribution accounts,and
the labor and trouble of their settlement, are dispensed with. The sav-
ing in clerk-hire will be very great, and the business in all respects be
better done. The accounts can be more easily checked, when they are
confined exclusivly to the mailing and receiviug office; and the trace of
letters through the mails, in case of loss, can be made with far more cer-
taiuty than now. Thelnrgoomees will object, on accouant of the loss of the
distnbution commission; but the necessity of it will in a great measure
cease on being relicved of the distribution work. The force employed o1
it can be dispensed with. The labor of mailing the matter originating at
the large will, doubtless, be grcater than now, as mails will have
1o be divided into a greater number of packages; but this increase will be
small in comparison with the distribution work that will be discontinued.
If more clerk-hire is necessary than what the delivery commissions will
pay for, it will be better and safer to submit the matter to the Postmaster
General, to order such additional clerkships, and pay for them out of the
gunenl fund, than iucur the liability to the abuses which you so well
now the present systeimn is subject to.

The time has arrived when it becomes a pressing duty to simpli(y and
economize the orsmions of the post offices. Cougress will doubtles re-
duce the rates of postage. A vast increase in the number of letters will
be the consequeuce, aud a great increase of busiuess in the haudling and
charge of these letters in the processes of receiving, mailing, delivering, and
accounting. Duties thatcan be dispensed with, like those of distribution,
should be abolished, in order to apply the force occupied by them to
more necessary labors.

The undersigued is satisfied, from a trial of fourteen years, that the busi-
ness of the contract office, faithfully perfonned, devolves on the officer
who has it in charge what, at the lowest estimate, and on fair comparison,
amounts to a double task. Relief would be afforded to some extent,
without injury to the public service, by establishing ageats in the differ-
ent sections of the United States, of corresponding functions with the
Euglish surveyor of posts, to take charge of certain matters of mail ar-
raugements iu his section in which personal observation on the spot is
beneficial, and to make the contracts, subject to confirmation by the Post-
master General, on the inferior class of routes. This might be effected
by 7ome modification of the present special agencies, and some alterations
iu the law,

It would afford still further relief, and give more stability and efficiency
to the service, if the duration of the coutracts was regulated as in the
English mail service. Instead of terminating absolutely at the expiration
of four years, let the contract continue over beyond the time set, uuless
the department or the coutractor gives six months’ notice of inteution to
determine it on that day, with power to either, by like notice given at a
certain partion of the year, to doeteriine on a subsequent day. Whencver
contracts were tmutually satisfuctory in their terins, and well perforined,
they would continue over, snd thus greatly moderate those revolutions in
the service that succeed each annual letting, and so seriously disturh for
several wmonths each section of the Union, once every four yeurs, with the
dorangements incident to a change of contracts.

Believing that postage will be reduced as low s it can be short of con-
tributing from the public treusury to the cost of trunsporting private cors
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respondence—so low as to be relicved from that portion of the present
charge which prevents the full use of the mails, and which is, besides, a
tax imposed to defray the expense of certain measures of public policy
that the public at large should sustain, and not the postage-payer exciu-
sively—1I refer to this expected measure, in connexion with the subject of
improvements in the performance of post office business, to urge the im-
portance of liaving a uniform rate of postage, free from all exceptions that
would interfere with the aimplicity of the accounts, so that theentries in
the post-bill and the accounts inay be made solely by the number of
rates—counting a double letter as two,and so on. There might be one
rate for unpaid, and another (8o be less) for paid letters; for the entries of
uupaid and paid postage must, of course, be separate. ‘There might be a
separate rate for newspapers, hecause they cannot be entered on the post-
bill; but the account of themn should be kept by a quarterly exhibit. If
pamphlet postage is not to be the same as newspaper, let it be, with a
view to the accounts, double the newspaper postage; so that.a pamphlet
may be entered in the newspaper accounts as two newspapers, and, where
there is an additional charge on account of excess of weight, let it be
made at full aud not fractiouul rates, as at present. A discrimination might
be made, in a lower rate for paid newspapers aud pamphiets, without inter-
fering with this principle of convenience in the accounts—which is amatter,
certainly, worthy of careful consideration in frawming the provisions of the
law, sinee it will promote despatch in business and accuracy in the ac-
counts, and save labor aud expense.

From the nature of things, the low uniform letter rate will not include
the sea-going letters. But the postage on them needs alteration. There
are now no less than ten or eleven different rates of postage ou that class
of letters—a most perplexing diversity. 1 judge that two rates would be
sufficient—the higher for the correspondence with tiie Kastern Continent
and its islands, with South America, and all places on the Pacific and be-
yond; and the lower rate for all other places to which letters are sent by
sea cenveyance. But the Postmaster General should have the power of
modifying these rates to conforuu to those of other countries, the better to
enable him to make international mail arrangements, or counteract any
unfavorable postal policy in other governments,

Respectfully submitted.

. 8. R. HOBBIE,
First Assistant Postmuster General.
To Hon. N. K, Hacr.,
Postmaster General.
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1 The Baltimore, Wilmington, snd Philadelphia railroad in under 8 Maryland number.
“This smbraces the steamboat service from 8t. Louis to New Orleans.
"Fhis embraces the steanibont nervice from Louisville to Cinciunati, and from Louisville to New Orleans.

Thiy includes the routs from Mobile to New Orlvans.
. 8. R. 10OBBIE,
Forsl Susistant Postnster Generel.
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B.

Number of mail routes, mai! contracters, route agents, local agents, and
mail messenygers at the cluse of v mynreudwglmuw,

1850.
Bectivne. Routes. | Contracters. [Route agents.| Loeal agents. | Mail mes-
soagers.
New England ........... " bii ] n YTITTTTITN 89
Nav\'mk... . 633 Ky 9 . i 1
1,1 J68 "® 1] 66
87 Kl n eeeessresnss i
1,068 85 5
£, 040 863 fiieeereanany 19
5 5 5 t
5, 595 4,765 100 b4 376
8. R. HOBBIE,
First Meistont Posimaster
C.

Mail service in the northwestern and southrestern scctions Jor the year

ending June 30, 1850,

Annual trans- | Annual cost,
portation.
$57, 415 00
141,3=2 w0
835,540 00
409,155 W
943, 492 00
As in operation on the st of October, 1850,
Arnual trans- | Annusl cost.
portation,
Miles.
Railronls 614,398 , 163 00
Btenmhon| 2, 649, 656 17,417 W
Coachen’,, 7,971, 558 527, 8 W
8,706, 333 407,600 L
Tolal sovnsnecererssssoriossornrererrossees | 19,241,040 1, 1%0, 188 (0
17,368, 998 043,493 W
Differineosscecesosisessersarosssrsrnnsnsees| 1,819,943 226, 606 00
8. R. HOBDIE,

First Avistent Postmesier General.
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Rnilrend service as in operation on the 18t of October, 1850,

pe per
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From Ba v it Miles, .Mim. | R i 0
Maine...o.vvoeeee] 61 m Bangor to Upper Siillwater., 9 Jeeeenns
91. From Danville ) mn’:unn o Waternille,| 55 cenes [ 3,472
9¢ | From Portland to Porsmouth N.H.| 52} :........| 19 6,718
97 From Portland to South Paria. 48 ... 6 3,27
99 From Portland to Bath. ...... 33 197“ 12 1,900 $15,394 | Under conch cantrace,
New Hampshire......{ 1 | From Concord to Lowell, Mass . L PO ] 6,429 evieennniasl Emnimcos nide supply.
208 From Concord to Pi monlh 50 asessnne] 6 ] 8,393 coiveiniennd Ui e eeeeddu.
W7 From Concord to West Lebanon, 1 '
with branch to Briato)....cceeeesd] 82 jeal.... € | 64T L., fidoniudo,
237 ; From Bover 1o Favmingion,....... 18 200 6 8¢ ) 15,313
Vormont.eoosesonne.] 301 From Montpelier 10 Windsor.oaeees 77 fivesenn. ‘ 6 6.600
308 | From Momlnlmlo Burbington.. ....] 40 loeeaee g | 29w l. Under evach contract.
360 Fro‘:n a-tw L:;'bar;m, New Hamp- " ) 6 ) 557 i
shigs, to Wells River............| 4 cesennes 57
365 | From Bellows Falls 10 Windsor,...| 943 |.... .. I 6 ! 2,32 jeoveresien,.| FEmbraces nide supply.
317 From Bellows Falls to Burlington,..| 119 1 6 1,200 26,629 {..duceeenen.s.do
Massachusets....... | 401 l"r;r{m Bo;‘um to Portsmouth, Mw 5 | .
Bnneh't‘;Murblehud...... ..... 4’ I 6 f 8,3u preeerenes o +00000eiiis it
403 From Boaton to South Berwick Junc- | ;
tion, Maire, with 3 miles branch ! i
from Dover, New Hampshire, to !
Great Falls.....oeesen.vienienad 7T} farnienl] )9 15 ] I P P ' )
403 Prom Boaton to Lowellsvecssessed] 96 louesvsns; ;l 3.600
Bianch to Woburfesosasssevesnnad 3 Liisunnndt Lttt
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et TR oty Ut Sereedily Ul wevrssodll- 1 ) SONSONEN | RSP
405 | From Boston 1o Worcester.eeoe cooe 46  fereeeess 24 9,219
s : l;mhsznnlbu;y“;............... ‘; vessenny; l: 4
rom ton o videncs...,..0.. esesssen
e ‘B«aneha:wh}u?.....&-...‘.... :g) tesvesaeiiaans 1,006 . ovennienni]-o@0uennces. . do,
m lon to mouth. . caes lasseeans
Braneh to Bri 'u’ur corans 8‘ i 3,500 |oeuveeenneafeedonennnesis do.
am Boston toMilton. ... cociviee T lieeeiess 8 190
418 From Lawrence 10 Balem, N. H..... T4 eeresens 6 315
421 From Lowell 0 Lawrence....... | 12 lieeenss 12 500
@l Pr;‘m (3:::::1 Junction to Weet * 6 6 600 4 .
own! eseessssssierisnaniree ersesanel 7 . «odo.iii....do,
433 From Groton Junetion to l.awoll....! 18 fveeenssr 6B 60 |.. . «esdo.
4 Fm;; South Acton Depot to Felton- . ° R - d K
wille.......0n . v04ciieensnstion
430 me South l-‘nmmghmlo Mllford 12 [ecieeess 6 514
436 ‘rom Dedham Junction N eeerons 6 1,83 1. Embraces side supply, with
4 ; perm-num to through toand
i ! ¢
441 From Sounth Braintree to Fall River.., 42 Lveeeeen 12 3,579 |.eecoenscess Embraces mluupply.
442 | From Braintres to Cobasset, with 6 |
ud(’huoml trips to Wcymouth, 2 {19 . -
MileB 4. siiisennssrrasvainnsesl
448 | From Middieboro’ to Sandwich...... 23 6 LA Loernonennnefsd0uuoransesidon
464 | From Taunton to Manafield Ju 13 13 LI
465 | From Taunton to New Bedford.....| 21 bt 1,950 |
o— - o
471 From F«tchburO to Bellows Falls, Ve.!' 64 6 519 .odo.. seesdo.
412 | From Fit:bburg to Braitiebore’, V., 1 5 g } 4,006 |oereeereenesdorennenn . do
478 | From Worcester to Aibany, N. Y...! 1{;(1;‘ ig ; =54
479 From Worcester to Nachut.,,...0. } 45 6 | 1,929
503 | From Springficld to Northifield Junc- |
L T CETCTePIN I T (PPPPPIN B | 4,457 {.ovueeenaesod Contract not exccuted.
503 From Springfield t C)ncnme Fals.. Y N PROP PN B ] 172
512 From Pittefield to North Adamz .., 21 1,004 6 940 97, 500
Rhode Istand.vovunned 602 Iiom Providence to Stoninzton, ,.v,) 50 f(veese.s. 6 1 5,040
610 Fiom Providence to Worceste r, Mass 44 H 12 3,612 8,612 | Embraces ride supply.
Connecticute.vevnnss] 74 From Allyi's Point to Worceater, ( 50 [..u0vel| 12 1} 8, 000
Maoszachusel!s .o veeonnsnnsrinens T frenerens [ 4
637 From New Haven to Springficld, !
MAsRACH NSNS oo vans covnnos €3 Leeenand] 13 10,857
683 | From New Llaven to Turiffville, with 450 Leeenees 6 g 9 435
branch to Collinsyitle .oocovve vonr U 1 Levanioifosannen o
689 From Bridgeport to Winchester, ....‘ 1] 6 2,657
05 From Bridgeport th 8tate line, Mara,. 98 loesveees 6 4,200
710 Feom x?;w ork, N, Y. to New la- | 5 1.5
ven, CoMRetiont ., vvvearnennres 3 eveeees , 372
71 From Huntforc to Willimantic, ... o 925 Laenees 6 1,356 |siressriees | E nbrarcu’mde wpply,(nn‘v‘l ox.
ense of route ugent, if cne
‘ ﬁ requised. Berts
712 From New Lontontn Stuﬂ'mliprmg 50 5063 [ 2,143 45,050
New Yoik ooverpened 8O ;'rnm ‘::w\yml}: to (ﬁrnw,mrl...... I":l‘ Cirseees ::' ?’.3'-’9
310 rom Now Yok 10 Dovers.oospn,0hl N oy b 537
8l | Fiom New York t Poughlieepmie...| 75 |ovevennd] 6] 5::‘:: cervensniaee ?or(l)?t.)guy.; tf])!lbnctio , 155
d veresssenaeet 10 October 850,
813 From Pigrmont to ('ormng and Sa-
luhrn cereinnet Livene 208 e 13 24,608
(1) vom Hudson to Chatham l-uurcur- 1 9 1000
nerl.. Cerereitaneis cesirrsant -
915 From Alany to l‘my,.'... [ i3 ‘71
"6 From sAlhany to Schenertady 17 i 3, 400
920 From ‘Troy {0 Suratoga Spriy HY) 1 3,200
[ From Ty to Beheneciady, . 20 6 ¥ip
935 | From saratoga Spring to Wh :m; 1 3,950
w1 From Behenetody to Utien, oo 73 19 15, 610
1040 From Utica 10 Syracune, 4o 53 19 1, 6ol
3079 | From Byracusc 1o Oswego, o0, 354 13 3,07
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New Vo L=Cunrd... 080 | Prom Syracuse to Auburn.. ........!
3 From Juuction to Skaneateles
I From Aubum to Rochester....
&L Feata Rechester to Auica .
1173 | From Atuca to Butlulo. ..envv.nnn, !
1210 From Lock, to Lewiston and
Niagara Fatls .......
1917 | Frem Buffole 1o Niagara
1944 Frem Niagara Falls to Lowiston
1246 Fromt Owego to ltheca
1247 Frora Newburgh to Ci . 0 aeeeeen
159 From Rouse's Point to Chatesugay... 43 1,191}
New Jersey..cocoeo} 1300 | From New York to the intersection '
with Philadelphia read..v.e: eaos’
1503 | From hl:"' York, N. Y., to Pater- |
000, N.J.eierssosrasancsnanes 18 liieeeee 13 00
133 | From New York, N. ¥, to Morric. L300
tewn, N Joveeiiviniornossanss 32
1315 From Elizabcthtown to White House 3
1334 Froin point of intersecuon to Phila- |
detphis, Paveeeivrerneerseoenidd 84 oeveni 14 17,200 00
1313 Fran Burlington to Mount Holly. .. T resesaes 12 PON ]

1,929 00 123,579 00

veeneess] 12 1,00 00
IPPPUPOR S BN

1352 l-‘m:'n Puiladclphis, Pa., to Treaton, - |
. Nedoiouieesnasannarasesnnna:, $4 | Q7 7 13,400 00 2
Penusylvania.svevess| 101 | From Pigladelnhin to Colambine ooesl 83 looveeredd 34 S| e ©
405 | From Phitadelphia to Povsville . ...' 97 L..ie.... l 10 {11,026 00
118 | From Pailudelphia to Westchester..,) 33 [..eeeees [ 550 00
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1465 ' From Pori Clinto~ to Tamaqua.....[ 20

146y From Lancaster to Harrisbunge ceeeel 373 ooveeens
143 From Harrisbhurg to Chambershurg, b 62 . ...
1492 | Urors Harrisburg to Hollidaysburgl.! 181 .eeeeees
1004 l-‘m;‘n Chambersburg to Hagerstown,
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Vi) Foom Coming to Dlostbure ..o... | 40 BiSJ | 6 LR 52,850 00
Maryland.,essseses 1101 'rum Baltimore to Phitade’pl:ia, v'a., 102 L..o00ii {-: -':i"m("d:
412,000 60 |

 E K]

t
1992 . From Balumere to Washington, .2 C.! W ey
From Baltimore to Cumberland, with | 1

bronch 1o Frederick—3 miles....| 182 (..o000 T 42,812 50 '
HU F-om Baitimere to Columbia.eesees] 92 u-vennd! 705,000 00
w2 Frorr Annapolis to Annapolis junt. | !

HOWeesvoovorrsessosanrroennane 20 a6 ("

(M0, s veevoevsasnene 2165 . From Mausfield t0 Sanduskywasses) 61 covvened 2615 G0
926 , From Springdeld to Banduskyweseosl 134 Lovvevis 8,615 0
2231 . From Cine:nnat to Springfield. ..., R Q80 ! %, 500 00 ]

) | 22 0 ' 99,612 80
i
6
1
Vgt sooveenesres 223 From Junction to Chuﬂmuwnl\e....‘ R eeeene ; 7,00 00
J . 7
! 6

19,730 00 |

2427 1. From Richmond to Aquia Creek ... 1x, 046 33
9429 From Richmond to Petersburg.e. .. 5,818 48 |

240 . From Potersburg to City Pont....,. 450 00
8.

i
2444 From Petersturg, Va., to Weldon, ;
I A RO S T 15,500 00
2448 | From Hicxsiord, Va., to G. ston, N. |
L Corrrrrarnersenesesrriiriiint 20 72,000 00 .
2524 ' Fiom Winchester to Harp r's Ferey | 33 6 2,743 t0! 51,507 5l |
Porth Caroliiineeses 2501 From Raleigh t0 Gaston..vvesvensss’ BT 7 B0 O i
2317 pt. From Weldon to Wiimington. ......; 150 T 36,000 00 | 46,700 00
Souh Carlinas oy eee 3104 rom Columbia to Beanchville, P i 7 16,900 0 l
| 31 From Ciiarleston, 8, C., to Augvsta, | L |
' Gidoresonsanneeserrarssssenaes, 139 | 00 !
3196 From Jnnction to Chmden....veess, 39 o7 7 11,050 00 1 41,862 50 |
Geoipia esrroacress 4200 From Savannah to Macon..esseoes,’ 1004 ........i T 19,200 00 § |
N7 From Maceon to Aantg. e vieesnense 301 doienen | 7 1100 00 !
3200 From Augusta 1o Atlantuoee o] 1T8) waenenny) T 35118 00 | ]
L] From Union Point to Athengeoooiof 40 suiveians 6 2,000 b0 )
13314 From Atlanta to Chatisnooga, veers) 148 o] 6 13,0m 00 i
T340 From Kingston 10 Rome.iovoervvsd]  IN3-5 663310 i 93y 00 | 80,876 00
Bt oocornenerse 3306 From Talishawes 10 81, Mark's..o,. 23 43 l 3 €20 00 620 v
B higanesnerrensss 33 From Detron to New Buffulo, ......l QUL vreeene {16 29,134 00 . :

* 19 trips thres months, and 6 trips nine montbe 1 6 additional trips during navigation.
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Michigua—Continued | 3712 ' From Moarcs o Hillsdels........... 6 |........ ¢ |13914 00 !
ns Prom Adrian %0 Toleda, Ohis......." 33 € | 1,414 00 | 933, 462 00
Indinse ....coovveree| 303 | From Indisnapolia to Madison...... 8 [......] 6 [Jme |
- »is mul‘-liloluhilh.......' ] ¢ |L6700 | 5,40000
Dincia...ovvovicus| 4131 From Byringhed to Noplen crvveesel 88 lieeeree] 6 | 2,904 00
4919 From Chieago 10 l-n.th ® ; 18 g ¢ | 3,08 00 €344 00
) 10 [ 4 00
Keatucky.......oeve| 3106 | From % [eeel] T | 3S00 2
113 ' From - ] 1 L1000 1,835 00 9
Aktema..ceoeoieill 8301 - From & ..o 7 N300 !
. 8337 ' From Decatur o ceeeees 43 ¢ [)843086| 1321266 [
Missimippi..........| 5104 | Pn.hnduuvmhvg......... 8y 8} T (5300 uson;ouaw .
I 1,190} 30,863 & E
8 R. HOBBIE,
First Snistent Postamter Generel.
E
Steanboat service, as in rperation on the 13l of Oclober 1, 1830.
h =
L | ] it i
% ! £ 3 M
i s C4| = g
State. s Termini. e £8 58 Z £3 Remarks.
E g = "2 ‘s 's'
g . 3 P & g g H
! z - z < <
T T - 3 . T Miles. | Miles, i -
New Hamvshive.,... 200 From Weir'a Bridge to Centre Har ! o]
| bor and Wulfbor0ue e cevener.ever 30 6 $100 ' $100 g
Massachusctts coovoes, 461 From New Dedford to Nantueket..o. 63 fooevesns 6 3,000 \..ieieeaes..| From November 25 to March €
: : 25 from Woods Hols 1o
‘ Nuntucket ouly. By steam-
! | boat and packet aliernately,  ©
| No cortract. *
516 From Fall R-ver.vnu Newport, R. L, i -
to New York, No Y oouivvioeanss 0est 265 | 6 1,500 4,000 °
New Yorkeooveeerss.| €01 From New Ymk N. Y., to Ston- )
ir.gwn.Conn.................... 125 |oeieeens! [ 9, 000
802 | From New Yk, N. Y., to Nor- i
! Withy CORML 4 s vsvevees M2 fveeenn 6 5,000
[31E] From New Yoik to Tompkinav . v veresae) 7 154
#09 | From New Yok to Albany aud Troy.| 150 |ooeser.) 19 30,000 |, .0iieinnnsdl 13 times a wesk to Allany,
] | | ar:d G times a weck t0 Troy.
812 ' From New York to Port Richmond . L o 6 130 |
K3 pt. From New Yoik to Picrmont, . . b3 12 2,143
943 From White Hall, N. Y, to |
| Johu's, Connida . uuaa, 150 6 4,500
1121 From Salubrin 0 Geneva,, . o 49 J ) F I 2,194
1206 From L(\u fen to Ogdansbur, Suo e 6 3,000
1246 1 Frowithaca to Cayuga Endge., 40 6 {1,500 57,921 a
New Jereey ooovannn 1304 Frone New Yok, N. Y. o lo ! .
R A N I T 28 5 | 300 300 S




Number of reute.

Anauel in ench
.
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Sun. Tormial. "‘! Remarks.
{ :
1
% 3 | !
- 5,
Ohio..eercresasnses 2051 ha. Toledo.ccucease. T ;
asi mw. Y., Ly Clevelond, 9,59 |
. Olo,lo ..........-u.. [ .
2240 Frusn Cincraneti to e, Ky .. [ l 2,000 #13, 560
VUG, ¢aveanennes. $ATTHL] From Aquia Creek, Vo o Waik ;
_u.uc.................... T na
236 | From Richmond 16 Novfotk .0evsnt s % w0 |
6} From Notfolk te Hampren. ....... [] 1,3
. MR From Norfulk, ‘L:(u&l W Ald [ &0 i
| 1Y From Norfolk 10 Eastrtile. oeeanes. 2 3358
- MEIpL.| From Nottolk 1o Suffolk....... ... 3 n P
WY ﬁmwlmln‘lnl’uw..... 2 1, %0 26,094 |
Nogth Carcliza ...... £317p0| From Wilmingion, X.C., L2 C '
108, 8. C..iiviiieirnnnnnnoccasf 180 focoee... 1 37,000 ]
w Fram South Quay 10 Piymouth. ....! 102 3 1 25 29,59
8oath Carolinaeceee. 3123 | From Clarleston, 8. L., 1o Satan- ) |
wan, Ga ceeessissisisasessesendd 160 10 T 1 K 14,000 !
Gwrpa........... . 35 1 Sovanuah, Ua.. to Platke, Fa.!l 239 383 2 L% 7.M
seevesses IUT From Pilstka wo Mellvaville ........! 13 | . » SR}
333 From Chaushunchee tu Apaiachieala | 150 F i 2,60 4, 100 a
Michigan.ovieiee. 3300 From D *rou, Mich,, to Buffalo, N. ¥ | 3m € @ 1w f
Hwr From Detrit 10 Sault St Masie. ....] 351 1 i |
i 3ixd | FromGrand Repide to Graud Havea.| 35 3, 10 19,360 |
: & moe,
Wigois. ceeereerens. 4337 | From Milwaukie, Wis,, to New Buf- !
" . ) falo, 145 15 6 7,5 7,500 .
Wisconsineaeesseseeol 4518 | From Milwagkic 1o Sheboygar...o.l 60 @ 3 ! w0 !
-~ - .
Mirroari .....e0e0.! 4829 | From St. Louls, Mo., to New Or- 1 ' 3
. ﬁlenn;g ‘i M............... 1250 ‘........‘ 3 6,240 |ceoeceseso.. Servicecngeged by the trip.
o 8t. Lot s ' :
lo am.' cerneserses 06 1456 H 3,12 9, 360 D> do.
Kentueky..ooeooree-o| 305 From Louigwlle, Ky ,mSt. Louis, | :
Missouri covvvansrsscnseacsnvae; 60 |eaeenss 3 10,000 f.oecacnncnce Do do.
5101 From Lovisville, Ky. ,to Cincinuati, |
hi0,svene rvssnserersseencnasl M2 leeern 7 | 10,500 |
5102 From Lmumlle, Ky o o New O ! i )
By LAssosrsssonosessnrocoees HIB | 2210 1 6 25,220 ! 45,'m Do do.
Alsbama,aseene.os, 5503 From Stockton to Mobile.....ooeses’ 34 |easeenst T 5.1:7 lesvesess.sss Under coach contract.
1 5540 From Guuter's Lendu £ to Decatur,.| 61 ud 6 4,2¢5 9,403
Misuineippice.epenens o7l4 From Vicksburg to Yazoo City .ceuer 110 o 3 1,495 | 1,495
Atkaneas.es.e 51 From )ittle Rock to \apolcon......\ 248 293 i 3 l 12,000 | 12,000 |
Lowsiana ... .0ee0.. i 6101 From New Orleans, La., to Mobile, | | i ; i
Alabuma..veiiveiereannsoeneena 164 RTINS 7 26.175i i
6102 | From New Oileans to St. Francis- | |
L PPTTTTIANY [ 7 N PYPPRRRN . | l‘L-Mﬂ , .
Gi03 From New Orleans to bhrcvupnn...‘ 544 et (D 2,615 TS Service engaged by the trip.
6104 Froum New Orleans to Covington.,..' 60 [ B0 | 40,090
Texas vorsesrosnvess 621 From [ndianola, Texus, to New | [
8ub. 1 ant, La, ieveves aosriinnecas GOO TTITTTIS | 12,000
[0} From I'raxon 8an Jagn, Tcxnl, to [ !
Sub. 2 New Ot 18, LAy esenensneonsees 100 |ooiiio 1 15,000 1
6209 From Glalveston to Rlouston., serses; 80 3 2 5,000 | 32,000 :
| 108964 | 934,392 |

!

¢ During navigatin,

t 2a week to Natchitochew, 371 miles; 1 a week residuc.

8. R. 110DBILE, First Jdssiclant Posimasier General.
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United States mail service abroad as in operation on the 1st of Octuber, 1850,

Number of Poiata. {Distance. Number of Contractors. Anuaal poy. | Remarks.
route. ! trips. '
. [
Miles, -
1 | New Yurk, by Swithampton, Enz « 3,750 | a month....[ Ocran Steam Naviga- $20,000  Uider with the P.
land, to Bromen [aven, Geeniany. : tion Company, C. 1 Grneral agreeably 10 act of Cone
: Sond, Presidnt. t_gressof March 3, 1845,
2 Clmrla'nn, Ssuth Ciroling, by Sa- 663  2amonth,...; M. C. Moniecai, ... 50,000 Under contract with the Postmaster
b, Ge rvm,uml Key Weat, General agrceatly 1o atts of Cons

van
IM.erida, to Havan, vaba,

I greemof March 3, 1847, and July

ol oon om

R EEE)

3 | New York, by Charleston, Savan- | {1,400 ’

{0 mah, and Havana. ' 1} G. Law, M. 0. Ra - Und~r eontract with the Seerctary of

! To New O-teans, Lovisiara,. ... 700 312amonth.... berts, and B, R. 259,000 | e Navy ngreeably to act of Con-
And from Havara to Clagres, || 1,900 ; Mellvawie. ! gressof Marh 3, ‘84 7.

I New G.ena'a, :

4 Astaria, Ocegan, by Swn Francisco, | 4,200 I amonth....[ W. I. Aspinwdll...... 199, rw Under enntract with the 8- crtary of
Cal.fornia, mexcnv. and San the Navy agreesbly to act of Cone
Diego, to Pat.ama, New Granada. i press of March 3, 1#47. Seanis

i monthly service is performed on
this route in connexion with route
No. 3. The udditional compensa~
u -n,dlhcreforr, remaing to be ad
usted,

Extension 4 | Panama to Clisgres.cessseerscsanas €0 2amonth....livieriessencncssarnses 530 per trip Se’xnceprf\r'\lelbythe New Grera-
forfirst 100 dian government under weaty.
pounds m. ;
each mail, {
and §1 2or |
each suc-
ceeding Wy

N poun\‘s.
5 | New York to Liverpool, England....! 3,100 | 2 a month for | £, K. Coliine, Jomes 325,000 Urdcr contract with the Secretery o
8 months, Brown, and Stewart : ¢+ the Navy agreeably to act of Con-
- -
a!lmn‘l’?i Brown. gress of March 3, 1847.

G | New York, by Cowes, lo Havre,

Francs,

the yea
3,970 | 1 every other

month.

timer
sgant,

Ocean Steam Naviga-
tion Company ; Mor-
Evm‘lm, ral.

75,000 | Embraced in the Bremen contract,
route No. I, vith Postmaster Gene-

&, R. FIOBBIE,
Firot dwistans Postwater

1 o vea
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REPORT OF THE CENSUS BOARD.

Cexsus Orricr, November 30, 1850,

Sm: I have the honor to report that this office was organized, imme-
diotely after the passage of the act of 23d May last, by the appointment
of a Superintendent and the necessary clerks and other assistants.  "T'he
force employved has varied as the requirements of its daties seemed to jus-
tily. During the mouth of August, there were employed, in addition to
the Superintendent, twenty-one persons, at salaries varying from three
hundred and fifty to one thousand dollars.

In September, the services of but {ourleen persons were required.  For
the eutire month of November, thirty-four persons have been constantly
engaged in various duties. .

‘I'he printing for this office has been exceuted under the direction of the
Census Board, in accordance with the 19th section of the act of 23d May
last. 'The schedules have been furnished, and the other printing executed
as required, in a satisfactory manner.

The work of wking the census is progressing with great uniformity
throughout the whole extent of the United States and Territories. 'T'he
returns made are in the main very saiistactory, and exhibit a commend-
able degree of prudence and discrimination by the marshals in the appoint-
ment of their assistants. The entire number of assistants will somewhat
exceed three thousand, from nine hundred and sixty-seven of whom re-
turns have been received at this office, exhibiting, on comparison with
the census of 184, a gratifying increase in population and wealth in
every part of the Union.

The materials furnished by the present ceunsus, apart from the geo-
graphical inforiation contained and the sanitary condition of each por.
tion of the Uniied States developed, will afford the clewents for a compi-
lation of value, illustrative of the industry, enterprise, and social condi-
tionn ol our people, unequalled by anything uow existing with reference to
any country.

Great as must prove the labor to compile the mterials furnished by
these returns and condense them into proper form, it is believed that it
will prove as nothiug in comparison with the value of o work which s
calenlated to exhibit, not ouly our onward progress as a nation to wealth
and numbers, as compared with the past, but our exact condition, at the
middle of the 19th centuey, with refercnce to population, internal iu-
proveneots, agriculture, manutictures, and the mechanic arts—literature,
edneation, religion, and worals, It is believed that the population retirns
and all Tother intacsts nay be comprised withine thiee or four voluirnes
folio—a form at onee convenient and suitable.

"The compensation provided by the act of May lust for marshuls aid
their assistnts is found generaliy to be suflicient, but in a very few casey
entirely inndequate, as the aetuad expense inevreed by the oflicer has ex-
cceded the wnomnt which by law hie is authorized to receive.

T'he proper remedy for such cases would be an extension thereto of the
provisions of the first section of the ¢ supplementary act’’ approved
August 30, 1850,
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I 15 believed that no further appropriation by Congress will be neces-
sury to earry into eflect the act of 23d May.
* *Phe disbursements frora the census fund up to this date, inclusive, are
as follows, viz:

Paid to United States marshals and astistants . - §68,442 46
Paid for paper aud printing (under direction of the Census
Board) - - . . . . - 16,000 0O

Salaries - - - - . - - 15,408 90
Continzent expenses (in~luding §1,608 16 paid for trans-

,usdiion of schedules) - . - - - 2,709

-~

102,581 30

=

WhicY, is respectfully submisted.

Hon. A. H. H. SruvarT,
Sccretaru of the Eigrigr.

O eyt of s

-

[END OF paRT ymsi)
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